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Curt Burket
Sandwich

815-786-2209

Dean Miller
Genoa 

815-784-6688

David Gingerich
Genoa

815-784-6688

Chris Patterson 
Sycamore

815-758-4540

Dan Howes
Sycamore

815-756-3377

Craig Popp
Sycamore

815-756-9536

Steve Klopfenstein
Shabonna

815-824-2920

Mike Shipley
Sycamore

815-756-3377

Kathleen Martin 
Sandwich

815-786-6584

Gavin Wilson
DeKalb

815-748-7064

Brian Kozumplik
Sycamore

815-787-3299

What would you miss the most?

1214-580HO 

If you weren’t here tomorrow, you’d miss a lot. But what you may miss most is not being there to protect 
your family. Life insurance is an easy and affordable way to protect them, no matter what happens.

Policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Casualty Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

Call a COUNTRY Financial® Representative to find out more!

If you weren’t here tomorrow, you’d miss a lot. But what you may miss 
most is not being there to protect your family. Life insurance is an easy 

and affordable way to protect them, no matter what happens.

Dan 
Howes
Sycamore

815-756-3377

Mike 
Shipley
Sycamore

815-756-3377

Craig
Popp

Sycamore
815-756-9536

Chris
Patterson

Sycamore
815-758-4540

0115-504HO
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F e a t u r e s
14  Winter Farm Meetings
	 Identify	with	farmers’	interest	in	keeping	updated	with	changing	times

17   Ag Outlook: Farm Income Lower
	 See	what	economists	say	about	expected	lower	farm	incomes,	tight	margins

11  Ask A Farmer
	 Get	an	answer	from	a	local	farmer	about	why	he	raises	pigs	indoors

14   Fields of Snow
	 Understand	how	significant	snowfall	is	to	farm	fields

16  Farm Collector
	 Meet	Denny	Rehn	who	has	quite	an	assortment	of	farm	collectibles

20  Advocating Agriculture
	 See	how	the	Walters	pay	it	forward	to	the	Farm	Bureau	Foundation	

22  Scholarships for Youth
	 Find	out	what	scholarships	are	available	to	local	youth

On the cover: Denny Rehn, Kirkland farmer

Mark Tuttle is a 4th generation 
farmer from Somonauk and 
president of the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau.

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Connecting to You

New Year’s Resolutions 
The New Year has arrived so it’s time to set some goals for 2015. New Year’s 

resolutions can be a challenge. But I have found that setting them is the easy 
part. Keeping them can be a struggle. 

So I encourage you to think of these three things before you start: Are they 
realistic? Are they attainable? Are they meaningful?

We sometimes share the usual resolutions/goals - Eat healthier, lose a few 
pounds, exercise more, or maybe even watch the Packers in the Super Bowl!   
Okay, maybe the last one is a stretch, but it would be nice. 

Like many resolutions, we set our expectations too high. But then again, think 
about it - you have to set high expectations and work hard to be successful.

From a Farm Bureau perspective, the challenge is no different.  Your organi-
zation has had a very successful 2014, but we must focus on the future.  

Farm Bureau’s Resolutions for 2015: Grow the Foundation through 
giving. Grow membership through benefits. Be more involved in our 
community with Consumer Outreach, Youth Education, and Local Issue In-
volvement. Continue to represent Agriculture. Whatever the challenge may 
be, I assure you Farm Bureau will be there and we will be successful.

Happy New Year! ■
Annual Meeting 

Notice
Notice is hereby given 

that the Annual Business 
Meeting of the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau 
will be held on Monday, 
Feb. 23 at 8 a.m. in the 
DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Center for Ag-
riculture, Sycamore, IL 
to receive reports of the 
tellers of election for 
directors for the past 
year; and if approved, 
confirm the reports of 
the officers for the year 
ending Dec. 31, 2014 
and any other business 
that may properly come 
before the meeting.

Roy Plote
Secretary



2     Connections

Find the Pine Cone 
and win!

Let’s see if you can find the pine cone 
(resembling the one above) in this month’s 
issue of our magazine and be eligible to 
win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections @
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-
756-6361, by Feb. 6 for your chance to 
win. 

When responding by email, the subject 
line of your message should read, “I 
found the pine cone” and the body of your 
message must include the page number and 
exact description of the location of the pine 
cone on that page. You will also need to 
include your name, address, phone number 
and age in the email.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner was Beverly Arison 
of Sycamore. The pine cone was hidden 
on page 6 on the mower deck in the photo 
with the Cub Cadet tractor. ■

It’s Been a Good Year!
My Grandma used to say, “The days are flying 

by.” I didn’t quite understand what she meant by 
that when I was younger. But, now I do!

It hardly seems possible that we’ve completed one 
year of our Farm Bureau Connections magazine. 
Last year at this time we introduced you to our 
premiere issue. 

We shared facts and figures about DeKalb County 
agriculture. We featured local farmers, their lifestyle 
and business, and farm families. We connected you 

to your source of food and had some meaningful conversations about food and farm 
topics. And, we focused on pleasurable subjects like gardening, family health and 
wellness, travel and entertainment, and of course, Farm Bureau programs and issues.

I would like to thank the many farm families that have opened their homes, invited 
me into their shops and barns, and welcomed my presence. I also want to thank our 
contributing writers for their well-written articles, and our advertisers for continued 
support. 

I get a kick out of the overwhelming response to our Find A Kernel/Soybean/
Pumpkin/Pine Cone contest and your enjoyment of locating our hidden item. Who 
would have thought something so simple would be so much fun. I welcome your 
emails and phone calls.

It’s been a good year and I’m looking forward to another…as the days fly by! ■
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Calendar
January
Jan.	27	

AITC	Volunteer	Training	
For	classroom	presentations	

6:30	p.m.

Jan.	29	
Ag	Seminar	By	Castle	Bank	

1-4:30	p.m.	
RSVP,	815-754-8090

Jan.	30	
Farm	Bill	Meeting	

8-11	a.m.

February
Feb.	2	

Musical	Journey		
By	Craig	Mathey,	Roger	Hintzsche	

Prime	Timers	Luncheon	
12-Noon	

$6,	RSVP	by	Jan.	27	
“M”	and	“A+”	members

Feb.	8	
“Frozen”:	Disney	on	Ice	Show	

For	FB	families	
United	Center,	Chicago	
9:15	a.m.	–	3:30	p.m.

Feb.	23	
DCFB	Annual	Meeting	

For	“M”	farmer	members	
8	a.m.

March
March	2	

“Advances	in	Macular		
Degeneration”	
By	John	Corneille	

Prime	Timers	Luncheon	
12-Noon	

$6,	RSVP	by	Feb.	24	
“M”	and	“A+”	members

Meetings held at the Center for 
Agriculture unless otherwise  

noted.  For most meeting  
reservations contact the  

DeKalb County Farm Bureau  
office, 815-756-6361.

On Prairie Drive
       Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Visit us on the web:
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org

Follow us on facebook:
facebook.com/dekalbfarmbureau.aglit

Send magazine comments to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
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It’s January and it’s snowing!  Those fluffy white snowflakes 
accumulate but when they melt they provide moisture to our soils. 10 inches 
of snow is equivalent to 1 inch of rainfall, when surface temperatures are 
around 30° F. 

Last year we received an exceptional amount of snow― 70 inches, compared to 
the average of 34 inches. During the winter, snow provides moisture to our farm 
fields and recharges the soils, which is good for growing crops. ■

Source: NIU Weather Station

Snow adds moisture to soils
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Winter 
Farm Meetings

Beyond Farming 101: 
Farmers attend meetings to keep 
updated with the changing times.

The new Farm Bill, UAVs, volatility in the marketplace, 
weather trends….these are just some of the trendy topics that 
entice farmers to attend meetings, learn more and continue to 
be successful with their farm business.

Educational Meetings - Farmers use the winter time to 
participate in educational meetings as part of their continuing 
education.  They look to organizations like Farm Bureau, U 
of I Extension, and businesses such as seed companies, fertil-
izer dealers and ag lenders to offer workshops and training. 

Some farmers participate in educational webinars or online 
courses from their computers or smartphones, which allow 
them to be updated from their farm office.

Farm Shows – Farmers attend ag-related trade shows to 
check out the latest technology and equipment being used 
on today’s farms. At the recent Northern Illinois Farm Show, 
held in DeKalb, farmers interfaced with agribusiness people 
to learn more about the latest products and services in the 
industry. 

Malta farmer Roger Keast comes to the Farm Show each 
year to see what’s new. “A couple of years ago I purchased a 
seed tender and last year bought some seed covers from the 
same company,” said Roger. “I also enjoy visiting with farm 
neighbors.”

Another draw at the Farm Show are the educational 
sessions. Sycamore farmer Orrin Vandeburg looks forward to 
the educational sessions. This year, he heard a market outlook 
report by Allendale and was updated on the Farm Bill by the 
University of Illinois Extension.

Certification Workshops – Grain farmers who 
apply pesticides and livestock farmers who apply 
manure to farmland are required to be certified and 
trained by the Illinois Department of Agriculture. Cer-
tification workshops are held during the winter for the 
benefit of grain and livestock farmers. 

Hundreds of farmers took 
exams and were certified 
for renewal of the private 
pesticide applicator license 
during the Northern Illinois 
Farm Show. ►

At the recent Northern Illinois Farm Show farmers interfaced 
with agribusiness people to learn more about the latest products 
and services in the agricultural industry.

You know there’s a farm meeting 
going on inside the Farm Bureau 
Center for Agriculture when 
you pull into the parking lot and 
see all the pickup trucks. This 
particular meeting was pertaining 
to the new Farm Bill.
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One more  
Farm Bill meeting
Haven’t	been	to	a	meeting	
about	the	new	Farm	Bill	yet?	
Here’s	one	more	chance	
to	attend	an	informational	
meeting.

On	Friday,	Jan.	30	a	Farm	
Bill	meeting	will	be	held	at	the	
DeKalb	County	Farm	Bureau	
Center	for	Agriculture,	from	8	
to	11	a.m.	Farm	owners	and	
operators	will	be	offered	assis-
tance	in	navigating	the	choices	
in	the	Agricultural	Act	of	2014.

The	seminar	will	present	infor-
mation	on	how	to	update	base	
acreage	and	program	yields,	
and	how	to	make	decisions	
among	the	three	choices	for	the	
farm	program.

The	seminar	is	being	offered	
through	a	cooperative	venture	
between	the	University	of	
Illinois	College	of	Agricultural,	
Consumer,	and	Environmen-
tal	Sciences,	the	Farm	Service	
Agency	of	USDA,	Illinois	Farm	
Bureau,	and	University	of	Illinois	
Extension.

Presenters	include:	Gary	
Schnitkey,	U	of	I	professor	of	ag-
ricultural	economics;	Jonathan	
Coppess,	assistant	U	of	I	
professor	of	agricultural	law	and	
policy;	and	Doug	Yoder	with	the	
Illinois	Farm	Bureau.

There	is	no	charge	to	attend	
but	pre-registration	is	encour-
aged	at:	http://farmbilltoolbox.
farmdoc.illinois.edu/.	■

Livestock producers can be 
certified at a workshop and testing 
session on Feb. 24 at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau.
Center for Agriculture 
Meetings – Farm Bureau’s 
Center for Agriculture is a meeting 
place for local farmers. During 
the winter, farmers frequent the 
building to attend agricultural 
meetings. Recently, more than 
450 farmers attended a Farm Bill 
meeting sponsored by the USDA 
office and U of I Extension to learn 
about the three options available in 
the new Farm Bill.

The many offices in the Center 
For Agriculture attract farmers to 
the building to take care of farm 
business. At the USDA Farm 
Service Agency, farmers are 
making choices with the Farm Bill 
and reporting yields. At the Soil 
and Water Conservation office, 
farmers have the opportunity of 
attending a conservation cropping 
seminar. At the Natural Resource 

Farmers are required to be certified to obtain a private pesticide applicator license, which 
means that they take a test and upon successful completion receive their license. Here, 
farmers take the pesticide test during the Northern Illinois Farm Show.

Conservation Service, farmers are 
signing up for the Conservation 
Security Program. 

Farm men and women are 
checking in their record books at 
the Farm Business Farm Manage-
ment (FBFM) office, analyzing last 
year’s farm data and will begin tax 
preparation.  NB&T’s farm depart-
ment has similar tasks of analyzing 
farm information and working with 
landowners on their taxes.

Some farmers will stop by 1st 
Farm Credit to settle agricultural 
loans or set up an operating line of 
credit for the new year. Others will 
discuss marketing strategies for 
2015 and beyond at the Diversified 
Services office. 

Farmers may visit the Univer-
sity of Illinois Extension office to 
acquire information about 2015 
cash rents and farm leases and 
stop by the Farm Bureau office to 
obtain tax forms or register for ag-
related programs.

The winter season is one of the 
best times for meetings – when 
farmers aren’t in the fields planting 
or harvesting. ■



6     Connections

“Ah	the	joys	of	buffering,”	I	whispered	to	
my	nearby	colleague,	to	which	he	quickly	
replied,	“I	hate	buffering!”	So	much	for	the	
dramatic	and	high-tech	introduction.

Please wait>>>>>>>>>the 
Around the Farm column is 
buffering>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Please wait>>>>>>>>>>while 
the column you requested 
buffers>>>>>>>>>>>>>

>>>>still buffering>>>>>please 
wait>>>>>>still buffering 
>>>>>>please wait>>>>

OK: COLUMN LOADED
The keynote speaker for our annual 

meeting had arrived and his introduc-
tion was expected to be electric (or 
electronic as it turned out). No run 
of the mill, hand-read introduction 
here – it was a state-of-the-art video 
introduction streamed LIVE from the 
internet.  

Two jumbo screen monitors 
flanked our presenter as the first 
high-definition images appeared 
and instantly froze. An awkward 
silence filled the room for a moment 
before someone yelled out, “You 
need to hit the Escape Key! Hit 
the Escape Key!” Then those little 
dreaded words trailed across the 
bottom of each jumbo screen: Please 
wait>>>>while the video you 
have requested buffers>>>>please 
wait>>>.

“Ah the joys of buffering,” I 
whispered to my nearby colleague, 
to which he quickly replied, “I hate 

John	Diedrich,	Sycamore farmer

John	Diedrich	is	a	3rd	generation	
farmer	who	grows	corn	&	soybeans	in	
rural	Sycamore.

buffering!” So much for the 
dramatic and high-tech introduc-
tion.

Thus – I have two questions: 
First, what is buffering? And 
secondly, why do we need to wait 
for it? The dictionary defines 
‘buffer’ in the case of computers 
as: “a temporary memory area 
of queue used when transferring 
data between devices or programs 
operating at different speeds.”

I can relate to the ‘operating at 
different speeds’ part of the defini-
tion, particularly when I am asked to 
find a specific item in our refrigerator. 
If that item is not in the exact spot 
where it was the last time I opened 

the door, then odds are I 
will not see it due to the 
fact that I suffer from 
what I call ‘Selective 
Refrigerator Blindness.’ 
It’s a husband thing! 

And don’t even get 
me started on being 
asked to look in a 

purse to find something. That would 
require written directions! It is now 
apparent to me that when asked to 
find something, I am going to be 
operating at a different speed than my 
wife and therefore will calmly say the 
following – “Please wait while the 
person you asked is buffering.”

I mentioned this whole  ‘buffering 
thing’ to a non-farming friend and 
his immediate response was that he 
had not seen one of those ‘buffer’ 
messages in over three years on 
his computer and that I must have 
a really slow internet speed. His 
internet speed - 30 Mbps. My internet 

speed - 3.5 Mbps. Ouch!! I realized 
I am not just slow but that I have an 
acute case of ‘Buffering Envy’.

Which brings me to the ‘please 
wait’ question. That’s an easy one for 
me. 

As farmers we are always 
waiting…

I wait for two hours of sunshine 
and a strong breeze so that I can 
start planting.

I wait for convergence of that 
digital GPS signal.

I wait for a warm, one-inch rain 
to help the corn emerge.

I wait for that semi-truck during 
harvest.

I wait for that elusive rally on the 
Board of Trade to sell my crops.

And I wait for that moment when 
I open the refrigerator door and that 
jar of Austrian Beer Mustard is right 
where I left it! ■



   DeKalb County Farm Bureau       7    

Crop farmers looking for perspec-
tive on the recent shift in economics 
can take some comfort in the fact that 
it’s not as bad as the 1980s.

Instead, farmers should think back 
about 15 to 20 years ago if they want 
to compare a similar past period to 
what could lie ahead, according to 
Gary Schnitkey, University of Illinois 
Extension farm management special-
ist. Schnitkey discussed his outlook 
for farm income and input prices 
recently at the U of I Illinois Farm 
Economics Summit.

“Obviously, we expect lower 
incomes and a need to conserve cash,” 
he said. “It’s not as bad as the 1980s, 
yet. We’re probably looking more 
along the lines of the late-1990s and 
early-2000s (as a comparable period). 
Cash was tight.”

Cash flows are tightening up again. 
Schnitkey projected 2014 crop farm 
income could average between 
$60,000 to $70,000, about half the 
average of 2013.

And incomes could slide more in 
2015 if Schnitkey’s projections come 
to fruition. He projected corn prices 
next year actually could increase close 
to $4 per bushel, but a return to more 

“It’s	not	as	bad	as	the	1980s,	yet.	

We’re	probably	looking	more	along	

the	lines	of	the	late-1990s	and	ear-

ly-2000s	(as	a	comparable	period).	

Cash	was	tight.”

Gary Schnitkey, University of Illinois 
Extension Farm Management Specialist

normal yields after record production 
this year could drag incomes lower.

Crop revenue projections were 
estimated at $748 per acre on 
northern Illinois farms for 2014, 
down $253 from the 2011-13 average. 
Higher prices but lower yields next 
year could result in a further dip of 
revenue to about $741 per acre.

“We could see revenue per acre 
lower (despite the possibility of 
higher prices in 2015) if corn returns 
to trend yield,” Schnitkey said.

Operator and land returns could 
slip to an average of $244 per acre 
for corn and $273 for beans this year, 
which will be a loss for farmers who 
pay $300-plus cash rent.

Based on lower farm incomes, 
Schnitkey suggests farmers conserve 
cash income and make adjustments 
to cash rents, input costs, and capital 
purchases.

Lower cash rents – Average cash 
rents are above those that can be 
supported by current return projec-
tions, said Schnitkey.  In many cases 
cash rents need to be lowered. Sig-
nificant losses in 2015 could cause 
the financial position of farms to de-
teriorate.

Lower fertilizer & seed costs – 
Fertilizer and seed costs account for 
46% of non-land costs for corn and 
34% for soybeans. Over the last several 
years these costs have risen dramati-
cally, notes Schnitkey.  It is prudent to 
evaluate whether fertilizer amounts can 
be lowered and whether lower priced 
hybrids and varieties can be planted.

Lower capital purchases – Capital 
purchases exceeded $100 per acre 
from 2011 to 2013. Now machinery 
purchases need to be reduced due to 
lower cash flows.
Sources: FarmWeek.  Schnitkey, G. “IFES 2014: 2015 Crop 
and Income Outlook: Conserv Cash Income.” farmdoc daily, 
Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics, Univer-
sity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Dec. 30, 2014. ■

2015	Ag	Outlook:
Farm income lower, margins tight
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Photos courtesy of Bob Lindholm
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Barb Lindholm, University of 
Illinois Extension Master Gardener

As gardeners, we are always 
engaged in beginning preparation for 
our gardens in the spring, nurturing 
our gardens through the summer 
months, and putting our gardens to 
bed in the fall. There are, however, 
many things going on in the garden 
during the winter and also many 
things that we can do to improve our 
gardens during the winter months.

Plant changes in winter
Even though the environment 

above the surface appears quiet, 
many plant and soil activities are 
proceeding underground in winter. 
When the final fall activity called 
hardening is complete, perennial 
plants, shrubs and trees drop their 
leaves. A chemical process then 
begins that will change the dead 
leaves into compost.  Roots have 
slowed their metabolism rate but 
remain alive. Bulbs are swelling 
during the winter forming food 
supplies for spring bloom.

Meanwhile on the surface, 
damaging things are happening to 
our plants in the winter. Freeze and 
thaw cycles are a big problem. Pro-
tective covering applied in the late 
fall will help with this problem. 
Monitor plants for this kind of 
damage as well as animal damage 
occurring as animals forage for food. 
Injured plants may require special 
attention in the spring. 

Gardens offer winter appeal 
We may not be leisurely strolling 

through our gardens in the cold 
weather, but we can still enjoy 
looking out at our gardens from 
inside the house. By planning ahead, 

Take	time	to	sit	and	enjoy	looking	
out	at	your	winter	landscape	and	
appreciate	the	birds	that	have	
selected	your	yard	for	their	winter	
home.

trees, shrubs and perennial plants can 
be planted to increase winter visual 
interest. 

Evergreen trees covered in snow 
are beautiful in the winter. Even trees 
that lose their leaves like paperbark 
maples can be interesting. Red-twig 
dogwood shrubs are attractive in the 
winter. Perennial grasses left standing 
in the fall provide winter visual 
interest.

Live Christmas trees enhance our 
holiday, but what do we do with them 
after Christmas?  

Evergreen Christmas trees, wreaths 
and swags can be cut in 2-3’ sections 
and used to cover perennial plants. 
Evergreens weigh very little and have 
an open form which allows moisture 
to get into the soil while protect-
ing roots and crowns of plants from 
Midwest freeze and thaw cycles.

Discover the beauty  
of bird watching

A favorite activity for many of us is 
watching birds at winter birdfeeders. 
There are many ways to attract birds 

to our yards and encourage them to 
stay. Learn what birds frequent our 
area and discover what conditions 
and food they prefer.

As gardeners, there are plant 
options that will appeal to 
your home bird population and 
migrating visitors as well.  Many 
evergreens produce edible cones. 
Birch trees have catkins which 
are very popular with the birds. 
Grasses have seedheads. Sunflow-
ers and coneflowers left standing 
will offer a good seed source. 
Shrubs with edible berries will be a 
real treat for the bird population in 
the winter.

Do you really want to make 
the birds at your house happy?  
How about a tree in your yard 
all decorated with suet and seed 
ornaments. The birds will love 
you!

Providing good shelter areas for 
birds protects them from the cold 
and wind. Evergreen trees and 
shrubs provide good natural pro-
tection. Birdhouses and roosting 
baskets placed in your trees and 
shrubs will also help.

Winter is the fourth and most 
quiet gardening season. Hopefully 
you now have some good infor-
mation about the important things 
happening in your garden. ■
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Local Mom’s Perspective
	“Does	beef	production	have	an	impact	on	the	environment?	Of	course	it	does.	So	does	crop	
production,	driving	your	car,	and	even	washing	your	clothes.	Just	about	everything	humans	
do	has	an	impact;	it’s	inevitable.	What	is	important	is	to	remember	that	cattle	farmers	are	
taking	steps	to	mitigate	detrimental	impact	and	in	many	cases	are	able	to	positively	impact	
the	environment	in	the	process.	It’s	not	fair	to	judge	beef	production	practices	and	the	
people	who	employ	them	without	getting	all	the	facts.” ■

Sandy Arndt is a 7th grade Life Science teacher at Genoa-Kingston Middle School and mother of two children.

Farm & Food

Here are some important things to 
keep in mind concerning beef sustain-
ability.
Cattle can eat things we can’t

When cattle eat, the feed they 
consume is swallowed, fermented, 
regurgitated, and chewed again. This 
ruminant digestive system means 
cattle can extract nutrients from 
plants that non-ruminants like humans 
cannot, and transform those nutrients 
into foods (meat and milk) that we can 
utilize.

This means land which can 
support grass and other forages but is 
otherwise unsuitable for crop pro-
duction can still produce food for 
humans by being utilized for grazing. 
It’s important to note that all beef 

Raising & Eating Beef
Is eating beef bad for the planet?

cattle, including those fed to market 
weight in feedlot operations, spend at 
least the first six months of their lives 
grazing on pasture or rangeland.

It also means that by-products from 
food, fiber, and fuel production which 
cannot be used directly for human 
food can be converted by cattle into 
nutrient-dense, human-digestible 
beef. Distillers and brewers grains 
from the ethanol and beverage indus-
tries, cottonseed and cottonseed meal 
from cotton fiber and cottonseed oil 
production, and sugarbeet pulp from 
sugar production are some examples 
of products used in cattle feed which 
might otherwise go to waste.
Grazing lands have many benefits

Modern beef production still 
relies heavily on grazing. Maintain-
ing rangelands and other pastureland 
provides consistent habitat  for both 
native flora and fauna. Grass and 
other forages prevent soil erosion and 
promote water infiltration. Finally, 
grasslands play an important role 
in carbon sequestration, removing 
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere 
and storing it within plants and soil.

Beef production keeps improving
Leading beef and dairy expert Dr. 

Jude Capper of Washington State Uni-
versity has published research which 
shows that modern beef production 
uses 33% less land, 12% less water, 
19% less feed, and has a 16% lower 
carbon footprint while requiring 30% 
fewer animals to produce the same 
amount of meat as was produced 30 
years ago. Bottom line: Over time, 
raising beef has become far more 
efficient without compromising animal 
welfare.
Livestock emissions are low

According to the U.S. EPA, 28% 
of the total U.S. greenhouse gas 
emissions in 2012 were from the trans-
portation sector, while just 10% were 
from the entire agricultural sector. 
Broken down further, just around 
3% of U.S. emissions result from all 
livestock production. 

As Dr. Capper points out, “If 
everyone in the United States ate one 
less meatless meal per week, this is 
equal to .44 percent of the U.S. carbon 
footprint (using EPA data). This one 
single action will not save the planet 
but could have a very negative impact 
on public health.” ■

Sources: Bovidiva (Dr. Jude Capper), Beef is Killing the 
Planet…and Elvis is Riding a Rainbow-Belching Unicorn, 
http://bit.ly/1seLK7E; The Beef Checkoff, Raising Beef 
Isn’t Sustainable? It’s More Sustainable Than You Think, 
http://bit.ly/1cGIuEj; Journal of Animal Science, The envi-
ronmental impact of beef production in the United States: 
1977 compared with 2007, http://bit.ly/1BJyslv ; National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Association, Raising Sustainable Beef: 
A scientist’s point of view, http://bit.ly/17xXb1g; U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency, Inventory of U.S. Green-
house Gas Emissions and Sinks: 1990–2012, http://1.
usa.gov/1bIGst1; U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
Sources of Greenhouse Gas Emissions, http://1.usa.gov/
N3lYPN; Wall Street Journal, Actually, Raising Beef Is 
Good for the Planet, http://on.wsj.com/1z92YAN

Recent	media	coverage	indicates	that	cutting	back	on	beef	con-
sumption	will	help	the	planet	because	beef	production	isn’t	sus-
tainable.	Other	reporting	comes	to	the	opposite	conclusion.	So,	
should	you	keep	enjoying	cheeseburgers	and	steak,	or	not?
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Carl Heide	is	a	fourth	generation	
farmer	from	DeKalb	who	raises	
pigs,	corn,	and	peas.	Carl,	his	wife	
LeAnn,	and	daughters	Samantha	
and	Julia	live	on	the	family	farm.				

The barns that are used today are designed to provide a more stable 
environment for the pigs. For example, you likely would not want to go 
camping during the winter months― it’s too cold! Cold weather is hard on 
domestic pigs just like it is on people.

Pig Comfort - Today’s buildings use climate controllers to keep the pigs 
comfortable year-round (just like in our homes). If it is getting too cold in 
a building, heaters will fire up and make it warmer. If the temperature gets 
too warm, fans will run and curtains will lower to allow cooler air in. In 
summer, misters will provide a cool mist of water to help cool the pigs.

Better Growth - When pigs are raised outside, more of the feed that they 
consume is used to help deal with the elements. Pigs raised inside will eat 
10-20% less feed. With high feed prices the last several years, that can be 
quite a savings (it’s like having a car that gets better gas mileage). Because 
they are healthier, pigs raised in buildings also grow faster which means 
they are ready for market sooner.  

Labor Efficiency - There is much better use of labor when pigs are raised 
indoors. I have been involved in raising pigs for much of my life and have 
done it both ways (indoors and outdoors). Raising pigs indoors just makes 
better use of my time, especially in the winter months.  

Last winter was brutal for both people and livestock. The most humane 
way to raise pigs was having them inside. On the coldest days, we were 
able to keep them warm, dry and comfortable. They never had to push their 
way through a snow drift to eat or get a drink of water,which likely would 
have been solid ice.

Leaner Product - Pigs raised inside will have a little less fat on them so 
the pork from them will be leaner. As a pork producer, I’m able to produce 
a better meat product by raising my animals in buildings.

The golden rule of raising livestock is: “the better you treat them, the 
better they’ll treat you.” I believe that raising my pigs indoors is one of the 
best things that I can do for them. ■

Q: Why do you raise pigs indoors?

A: Most of the pigs that are raised by farmers today 
are raised in climate-controlled barns. There are many 
reasons for this. Among them: pig comfort, better 
growth, labor efficiencies, and a leaner product.  

Got a question  
for a farmer?

Submit	your	farm	and	food	questions	to	
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org. 
We	will	share	questions	with	our	local	
farmers	and	publish	their	answers	as	
space	allows	in	upcoming	issues	of		

Connections.
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Farm Country

Illinois beef producers will 
have the opportunity to approve 
a voluntary state Beef Checkoff 
program that could generate addi-
tional funds for statewide beef pro-
motions.

If approved, the state Beef 
Checkoff would be in addition to the 
national mandatory Beef Checkoff 
and would extend current research, 
promotions, and efforts to educate 
youth while strengthening beef 
demand in the marketplace.

The Illinois Beef Checkoff is a 
voluntary 50-cent assessment on 
all beef cattle in Illinois collected 
at the time of sale. The funds from 
this collection will be controlled by 
farmers serving on IBA’s Checkoff 
Division of the Board of Governors. 
Any cattleman not wishing to partici-
pate can have their full assessment 
refunded.

“Our industry is up against 

Beef Checkoff vote in February
adversity,” says Alan Adams, 
IBA President and cattle feeder 
from Sandwich. “The national 
checkoff has been success-
ful in combating those chal-
lenges, but more 
resources are 
needed to more ag-
gressively confront 
beef industry issues 
that are critical to 
our way of life.” 

All beef producers, 
those who have owned or sold 
cattle in the previous year or 
presently own cattle, in Illinois are 
entitled to vote in the referendum.

Vote at FSA office, Beef Expo
The referendum vote will 

occur at the FSA county offices 
Feb. 16-20 or at the Illinois Beef 
Expo in Springfield, Feb. 19-22. 
If a producer is unable to vote 

in person, a mail-in ballot may be 
requested from the IBA website: 

www.illinoisbeef.com, Feb. 
16-27 and postmarked no 
later than Feb. 27. 

Statewide organiza-
tions are urging beef 
producers to Vote YES 
in support of the Illinois 
Beef Checkoff. Backing 
the referendum are the 

Illinois Beef Associa-
tion, Illinois Farm Bureau, 

Grain & Feed Associa-
tion of Illinois, Illinois Corn 
Growers Association, Illinois 

Milk Producers Association, 
Illinois State Grange and the Illinois 
Hereford Association. ■

Lamb Buffet Feb. 7
The	DeKalb	County	Lamb	&	Wool	
Producers	will	hold	their	annual	
Lamb	Buffet	on	Saturday,	Feb.	7	at	
the	DeKalb	County	Farm	Bureau.	
The	buffet	is	open	to	the	public	and	
begins	at	5:30	p.m.	with	a	catered	
lamb meal	by	5	B’s	Catering.	

Tickets	are	$15	for	adults	and	$8	
for	youth	(5-12	years).	Children	four	
and	under	are	free.	Tickets	may	
be	purchased	at	the	Farm	Bureau	
office	by	Feb.	4.

Following	the	buffet,	the	Lamb	&	
Wool	Producers	will	conduct	their	
annual	meeting	for	members.	The	
business	meeting	will	include	the	
election	of	directors,	organization	
reports	and	recognition	and	award	
presentations.

Lamb	&	Wool	Producer	members	
are	urged	to	mail	in	their	reserva-
tion	form	along	with	$30	family	
dues	and	buffet	meal	reservations	
by	the	Feb.	4	deadline. ■

Livestock producers get certified
Workshops have been scheduled to provide livestock producers the training 

needed to meet the requirements of the state’s Livestock Management Facili-
ties Act (LMFA). Workshops will be held in nine locations throughout the state 
from January through March, 2015.

One of the workshops will be held in Sycamore, on Feb. 24, at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture. 

Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. and training starts promptly at 9 a.m. At 
12:30 p.m. the Certified Livestock Manager exam will be given. 

The LMFA requires facilities with 300 or more animal units to have at least 
one employee certified in proper manure handling procedures. For facilities 
with 300 to 999 animal units, the employee either must attend a workshop 
or pass the Illinois Department of Agriculture Certified Livestock Manager’s 
exam. Facilities of 1,000 or more animal units must do both to achieve certifica-
tion. Certification is good for three years.

The cost of the workshop is $30. 
To register for the workshop go online at: www.livestocktraining.com or call 

the U of I  at 800-345-6087. 
 The workshop is being presented by the University of Illinois Extension and 

the exam will be administered by the Illinois Department of Agriculture. ■
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“Corn prices have come under the 
most pressure due to two consecu-
tive record large U.S. crops,” said 
Darrel Good, University of Illinois 
economist. “Soybean prices have 
remained the strongest, even with 
large crops, due to strong demand 
from China.”

Good offered a synopsis of last 
year’s grain and livestock prices 
and an outlook for 2015 at the 
Illinois Farm Economic Summit.

Corn – Corn prices moved to the 
lowest level in five years in October 
2014. Prices declined under the 
weight of back-to-back record large 
U.S. crops and plateauing con-
sumption of corn used for ethanol 
production, noted Good.

Some reduction in U.S. corn 
acreage in 2015, coupled with 
a return to a trend yield, would 
result in a much smaller crop and 
a reduction in stocks during the 
2015-16 marketing year. 

After averaging close to $3.50 
per bushel during 2014, corn prices 
are expected to rebound to the low-
to-mid $4 level in 2015 if produc-
tion declines as expected.

Soybeans – Soybean prices have 
also declined over the past year 
as a result of a record large South 
American and U.S. crops in 2014. 
Some further modest declines in 
soybean prices are expected if the 
2015 South American crop is as 
large as currently forecast and if 
U.S. producers expand planted 
acreage in 2015.

Grain prices rebound, livestock 
prices remain strong in 2015

Soybean prices 
averaged near $10 per 
bushel in 2014 and are 
expected to be in the 
upper $9 level for 2015.

Wheat – U.S. wheat produc-
tion declined in 2014, with soft red 
winter wheat production down 20 
percent. Back-to-back large wheat 
crops in the rest of the world the last 
two years resulted in declining U.S. 
exports. The most important price 
factor ahead will be the size of the 
wheat crops outside the U.S. 

The average wheat price for the 
2014 crop was $5 per bushel. An 
average near $5.50 is expected in 
2015.

Pork – U.S. pork production is 
expected to increase in 2015, along 
with exports and domestic pork 
supplies. 

Pork prices have been strong, near 
$76 cwt. in 2014, and expected to 
average $65 cwt. in 2015.

Beef – U.S. beef production declined 
in 2014 and will continue to decline for 
2015. Exports are also on the decline 
along with historic lows in domestic per 
capita beef supplies. 

Fed cattle prices averaged near 
$155 cwt. in 2014 and are projected to 
average near $160 cwt. in 2015, said 
Good. ■

Source: Good, D. “IFES 2014: Crop and Livestock 
Price Prospects for 2015.” farmdoc daily, Department 
of Agricultural and Consumer Economics, University 
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, Dec. 29, 2014. 

USDA surveys landowners, farmers
USDA is now surveying both landowners and farmers in Illinois.
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) is surveying 

farmland owners to measure financial impacts and challenges of land 
ownership. Landowners began receiving forms for the survey, called 
Tenure, Ownership, and Transition of Agricultural Land (TOTAL), the 
end of December. At the same time, NASS mailed forms to a sample of 
producers that represents all farm types.

TOTAL is a part of the Census of Agriculture program, which means 
response to this survey is mandatory. The TOTAL survey program will 
collect data from both farm operators and landlords who are not farm 
operators to create a complete picture of farm costs, land ownership, demo-
graphics about farm operators and landlords, and improvements made to 
farmland and buildings, among other characteristics.

More than 80,000 farmland owners and producers across the United 
States will receive TOTAL forms, including more than 3,800 in Illinois. ■

In	2014,	grain	prices	declined	sharply	in	the	face	
of	record	yields	while	livestock	prices	reached	
unheard	of	highs	driven	by	the	PEDs	virus	in	the	
pork	industry	and	a	drought-ravaged	beef	sector.
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“What effect does  
  snow have on farming?” 

It’s a question non-farm folks may 
ask at this time of the year. The easy 
answer is that snow provides needed 
soil moisture. Winter snowfall will 
pay off during the growing season 
because of the moisture that works 
its way down into the soil as the 
snow melts.

There are more complexities to the 
snow and crop production relation-
ship, though. For example, snow that 
melts rapidly while the ground is still 
partially frozen may result in rapid 
runoff and flooding. In this scenario, 
the snowmelt has little chance to 
recharge levels of soil moisture. 
(Similarly, torrential rainfall is much 
less helpful to crop growth than a 
series of slow, soaking rain showers.) 

Snow provides more benefit to 
crops than just moisture. Farmers 
who raise winter wheat know that 
a layer of snow on wheat fields 
actually insulates the dormant crop. 
Illustrating this underappreciated role 

This incredible snow crystal image 
was captured using a low temperature 
Scanning Electron Microscope located 
in the Beltsville Agricultural Research 
Center in Beltsville, Maryland.

Fields of Snow
of snow, a thaw followed by a hard 
freeze in late winter of 2013-2014 
killed much of this area’s wheat crop.

Also, snowfall—especially in 
late spring—has long been consid-
ered “Poor man’s fertilizer.” There 
is some truth to this saying, as both 
snow and rain contain trace amounts 
of nitrogen from the atmosphere. 
Snow may be more helpful to the soil 
because it supplies the nitrogen more 
slowly and evenly than rain. Rain 
and snow can account for 2 to 12 
pounds of actual nitrogen per acre.

Snowfall is so important to crop 
production, USDA Agricultural 
Research Service (ARS) scientists 
actually photograph and study snow-
flakes at the Beltsville, Maryland 
laboratory. Using an incredibly 
powerful microscope known as a 

scanning electron microscope or 
SEM, researchers can magnify the ice 
crystals up to 40,000 times. They can 
then make images, or photographs, 
of the crystals in order to study them 
more closely. Studying images of 
fallen snow helps the scientists learn 
how much water is in the falling 
snow. This knowledge is especially 
important in western states like Cali-
fornia, where farmers rely heavily on 
water from mountain snowpack to 
irrigate their crops and water their 
livestock.

It turns out that the amount of water 
in snow can vary greatly. This is 
dependant primarily on the tempera-
tures present when the snow formed 
and fell to the ground as precipitation. 
A commonly-used rule of thumb is 
that ten inches of snow equates to 1 
inch of water, or 10:1. This guideline 
is accurate for snows that fall when 
surface temperatures are around 30ºF. 
If surface temperatures are higher—
between 33 and 36ºF—the ratio will 
be around 8:1, or 8 inches of snow 
containing 1 inch of water. If the 
entire atmosphere is 20ºF or colder 
the ratio may be closer to 30:1, or 
30 inches of snow equaling 1 inch 
of water. In the Rocky Mountains, 
because it is consistently very cold in 
the winter, snow-to-water ratios tend 
to be 20:1 or more. ►

The	frozen	white	stuff	brightens	winter	
days	and	can	be	a	nuisance,	but	it	
plays	important	roles	in	agriculture.

Ag Literacy
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Snow provides more benefit to crops than just moisture. 
Farmers who raise winter wheat know that a layer of 
snow on wheat fields actually insulates the dormant crop. 
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In our area, snows tend to be 
“wetter” because of our warmer 
temperatures. Wetter snow is 
much heavier, thus the phrase 
“heart attack snow” which 
refers to the risk involved in 
shoveling such snow.

As you’re shoveling, 
plowing, or driving around 
DeKalb County, enjoy the 
beauty of the snow, and 
remember—it’s good for agri-
culture! ■

Sources: Gilbert Sebenste, NIU Weather; 
National Snow & Ice Data Center; USDA 
Agricultural Research Service

Recommended resources about agriculture

“The Snowflake: A Water Cycle Story”
by Neil Waldman
Reading Level: age 5 and up, Hardcover: 32 pages, Publisher: Millbrook Press (2003)
ISBN-10: 0761323473, ISBN-13: 978-0761323471

You’ve probably seen water 
cycle posters and graphics: illustra-
tions including prominent arrows 
and words ending in “-tion”,  
like precipitation, infiltration, 
evaporation, transpiration, and 

Artist and author Neil Waldman’s “The 
Snowflake: A Water Cycle Story,” immerses 
readers in the hydrologic cycle via the 
journey of one snowflake. It is available 
on order from your favorite bookstore and 
online retailers like Amazon.

condensation. In “The Snowflake: 
A Water Cycle Story,” artist-author 
Neil Waldman also uses images and 
words to explain the water cycle. 
Instead of using arrows, however, he 
distills the cycle into the journey of 
one snowflake over the course of a 
year.

The narrative flow begins with a 
tiny snowflake falling on a mountain 
peak in January. The snowflake 
melts into a droplet and refreezes 
in a mountain lake in February. By 
April, the droplet has made its way 
down the mountain, over a waterfall, 
and into a river. In May, the droplet 

is sucked through an irrigation 
system, where it is “squirted up into 
the air,” “landing at last on the leaf 
of a cabbage plant.” 

September finds the droplet on 
the cheek of a young girl washing 
her face, and by November it’s in 
the ocean until it lands on a tropical 
beach. The cycle is completed in 
December, when the droplet evapo-
rates, enters a cloud and eventually 
becomes a snowflake, landing once 
again on a mountain peak.

“The Snowflake” wets the 
reader’s imagination while illus-
trating—in quiet watercolors and 
expressive text—how the hydrolog-
ic cycle works. A child too young 
to understand the term “infiltra-
tion” can imagine a water droplet 
as it “fell through the crack in the 
rocky pond bottom and trickled 
down into the ground.” Readers of 
all ages will see water differently 
after experiencing this story, as 
they wonder about the journey their 
water has taken. ■
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FARM
COLLECTOR

The thrill of the 
hunt started with 

old farm tools.

“80 percent of the time I didn’t know I needed it until I saw it.  If it’s rare, I especially like it!” - Denny	Rehn

The Kirkland farmer started collecting old farm tools about 20 years ago. 
Denny explained that at the turn of the century equipment dealers would 
give wrenches to farmers for the implements they purchased. That inspired 
him to acquire these antique hand tools and begin his collection in his 
machine shop. 

At the same time Denny was hunting for old farm tools, he and his father, 
Ken, were also restoring vintage tractors, and Ken was collecting antique 
cars. The classic cars were stored in the building now called the Corn Crib 
and the restored Allis Chalmers and John Deere tractors were parked in the 
old dairy barn at the family’s Belvidere farm.

“My dad enjoyed going to farm sales and auctions and finding farm 
treasures,” said Denny, who followed suit. “Dad and I agreed, the hunt is 
always great.”

When Ken passed away the cars were sold in a private auction and the 
proceeds were used by the grandchildren for their college education. With 
the cars gone, the Corn Crib space was freed up for farm equipment storage 
and for his collections.

Seed corn signs and bags were among his first collections to be displayed 
in the Corn Crib. When he started the hunt for seed bags his two daughters, 
Molly and Sarah, were in college so he limited his bag purchases to $20 
each.  Since then his collection has grown to about 600 seed bags.  

Denny would frequent auctions, flea markets, and antique shops for his 
finds early on. Now, he goes to specialty auctions and looks for particular 
artifacts. 

Denny	Rehn’s	Corn	Crib	is	not	your	typical	corn	crib.	His	
farm	building	is	filled	with	farm	collectibles	and	antiques.

“At an auction there’s at least two 
bidders,” noted Denny. “Sometimes I 
get it and sometimes I don’t. If I don’t 
get it I realize the other guy has more 
money, but I hate it when he proves it 
to me!”

As his collections grew Denny made 
good use of his Corn Crib space but 
soon needed more space. His friend, 
Carl, helped him add another room to 
the building to accommodate the mem-
orabilia. 

Other buddies assisted him with the 
building of a loft and moving display 
cases in to store his prized possessions. 
They added boards from an old corn 
crib for one of the collection areas and 
used boards from a neighbor’s old barn 
and barn beams for yet another display 
area.

Organization is key with collectibles, 
Denny says, so he works hard to group 
them accordingly. He and his buddies 
term the groupings as “divisions”.  
The divisions include: corn, poultry, 
dairy, hemp, tools, blacksmith, postal, 
household, general farm, and farm im-
plements. ►
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“80 percent of the time I didn’t know I needed it until I saw it.  If it’s rare, I especially like it!” - Denny	Rehn

His corn collections outnumber the other divisions with a plethora of items 
from the past – hand pickers, huskers, hand corn shellers, hand planters, germi-
nation trays, ear corn drying hangers, seed counters, bags, signs, advertisements 
and other paraphernalia. 

Denny likes sharing the history of corn development with his visitors to the 
Corn Crib. He explains how corn was grown in the late 1800s, before hybrids 
were developed and before corn breeding. “The best corn was kept for the next 
year,” said the farm collector. “Ears of corn were hung to dry naturally, then the 
best, flat kernels were separated by size and ger-
minated and then were planted in the spring.” 

His enthusiasm for collecting corn memora-
bilia led him to joining the Corn Items Collec-
tors Association (CICA) to network with other 
corn collectors. He attends their meetings and 
has hosted the club at his Corn Crib. 

The Kirkland farmer hosts local groups to 
enjoy looking at his collections and even cooks 
some pork chops for the groups. He figures he 
cooks about 5,000 pork chops a year at the Corn 
Crib and other local fundraising events.

Some of his favorite collectibles are his 
Blackhawk Cooperative seed corn sign from 
Polo, Illinois and a Farmer’s Hybrid seed bag 
from Iowa, based on the exquisite artwork. He 
also likes collecting Allis Chalmers toy tractors.

Family items rank right up there 
among the favorites - like his dad’s 
milk can, his grandfather’s milk 
stool, and a photograph of his great 
uncle as the 1931 corn husking 
champion. 

Local antiques are also keepers – 
hemp rope makers from Kirkland, 

post office boxes 
from Clare, seed 
corn bags from 
DEKALB, and a 
sled runner from 
Rockford.

One of his best 
stories is purchas-
ing his first hand 
corn sheller at a 
Seward antique 
shop for $80 and 
then being offered 
$1,000 and not 
having the heart to 
sell it. 

Part of the hunt 
for finding col-
lectibles is having 
fun doing it, said 
Denny. He and his 
wife, Deb, share 
some giggles over 
his finds: a glass 
urinal, a 3-hole 
outhouse seat, 
and the Freeman 
Stud Duck carrier.  

Now that Deb’s retired, 
after 41 years of teaching at 
Hiawatha Elementary, she 
will most likely ride along 
with Denny in his travels as 
he hunts for more antiques.

Collecting, displaying 
and enjoying farm antiques 
is a hobby for Denny. “80 
percent of the time I didn’t 
know I needed it until I saw 
it,” he said. “If it’s rare, I es-
pecially like it!” ■
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Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordina-
tor. Follow her Stray Kernels blog at 
www.straykernels.wordpress.com. 

Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

Dry Beans & Love
I had high hopes of accomplishing great things during the vacation days 

between Christmas and New Year’s. I’d finally sort through the piles and 
boxes in my computer and craft room at home and restore the space to 
peaceful sanity. I’d iron all those shirts and pants that I never wear because 
they’re too wrinkly. I’d organize the laundry room, sort through the upstairs 
hall closet, and pack up a bunch of stuff to be donated.

As usual, I set my sights too high. My computer room is still a disaster, I 
haven’t ironed a thing, and the laundry room is more cluttered now than it was 
a week ago. I’m discouraged. So is my husband Mark, who also had hopes of 
finishing some home projects in his rare free time.

And yet…
Our house is warm and secure, Mark and I are both happily employed, and 

we rest peacefully at night without fear of our home being bombed. (How 
many people in the world are living in cold and fear at this very moment?)

And, in a deliciously-smelling symbol of our many blessings, an enormous 
pot of ham bone soup has been simmering on my stove for most of the day 
(see recipe on opposite page).

An occupational hazard of teaching children about food and farming is that 
I am a compulsive reader of labels. I’m fascinated by what’s in my food and 
where it comes from. So it was no surprise that each time I stirred the pot or 

added the next batch of ingredients, I gazed at the rich mixture 
and thought about each component. Carrots, onions, celery, 
parsley, garlic, tomatoes, corn, chicken broth… each have their 
farm-to-table story.

The two main ingredients made this cooking endeavor es-
pecially significant to me, however. The first was the ham 
bone that inspired the project; the meat-laden bone from what 
was probably the best Christmas ham we’ve ever had. I’ve 

thanked that pig, the farmer who raised it, and the meat packing workers 
who processed it in my prayers on Christmas and every day since as we’ve 
munched on the delectable slices.

The other ingredient that made me smile inside was the beans. I used a 
pound of mixed dry beans and another half-pound of dry kidney beans, both 
bags given to me by my Great-Uncle Lloyd. He was proud of those beans. 
They were raised in Weld County, Colorado, on farms whose crops he insured. 
Uncle Lloyd passed away several years ago, but I still have a few more bags 
of those beans. Apparently, if you take good care of them, dry beans—like 
love—will last forever.

We didn’t finish most of the projects we had hoped to over these past 
several days. But as my colorful, nutritious, delicious soup proves, we are still 
incredibly blessed.

Now, who’d like some soup? There’s still enough left for about 20 good-
sized bowls full. ■

I	gazed	at	the	rich	mixture	and	thought	about	
each	component.		Carrots,	onions,	celery,	
parsley,	garlic,	tomatoes,	corn,	chicken	
broth...	each	have	their	farm-to-table	story.
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Food Favorites

Ingredients:
1	1/2	pounds	(24	oz)	mixed	dried	beans	such	
as	navy,	northern,	white	kidney,	large	lima,	
baby	lima,	pinto,	black	eyed,	cranberry,	pink,	
small	red,	green	spit	pea,	yellow	split	pea,	
lentil	or	black	-	any	combination	will	be	good,	
the	more	the	better
3	quarts	water	
1	tablespoon	white	vinegar	
2	tablespoons	Creole	Seasoning	(with	salt)
1	left-over	ham	bone	
1	to	1	1/2	cups	chopped	ham	
2	quarts	(8	cups)	chicken	broth	
2	cloves	garlic,	crushed	and	minced	
1	large	onion,	diced	
1	large	potato,	peeled	and	diced
2	large	carrots,	diced	
3	celery	stalks,	diced	
1/4	teaspoon	ground	black	pepper	
1/4	cup	chopped	fresh	parsley	or	freeze-dried	
2	teaspoons	Creole	Seasoning	
Pinch	of	thyme	
1	cup	whole	kernel	corn
2	-14.5	ounce	cans	petite	diced	tomatoes	
Salt	and	pepper	to	taste	

Serves 8 to 10

Printed with permission from Drick’s Rambling Café
http://dricksramblingcafe.blogspot.com/2010/12/ham-bone-soup.html

Ham 
Bone 
Soup 

Rinse	beans	in	a	deep	bowl	removing	any	unwanted	
and	rinse	several	times.	Place	in	a	slow	cooker	with	
the	water,	vinegar	and	Creole	mix.	Set	cooker	on	warm	
heat	overnight	or	on	low	heat	for	several	hours	until	
hydrated.	You	can	also	cook	stove-top	for	a	few	hours	if	
you	are	home	stirring	every	so	often.	Drain	the	beans	in	
a	colander.	

Add	the	ham	bone	and	the	next	11	ingredients	to	a	large	
stockpot	and	bring	to	a	low	boil,	reduce	to	simmer	(not	
boiling)	on	lowest	heat	for	a	couple	of	hours.	In	a	slow	
cooker,	cook	on	high	for	4	hours,	or	8	hours	on	low	if	you	
are	working	that	day.	

Remove	bone	if	desired	and	cut	any	meat	from	the	bone	
adding	the	ham	back	to	the	pot.	Skim	off	any	grease	
from	the	top	of	the	broth.	Add	the	beans,	bring	to	just	
under	a	boil	and	then	simmer	on	low	until	beans	are	
done	and	mixture	has	thickened	just	a	bit,	about	an	
hour.	Stir	in	the	corn	and	tomatoes,	season	with	salt	and	
pepper	to	taste	and	cook	on	lowest	heat	another	hour	or	
so.	If	continuing	using	the	slow	cooker,	add	ingredients	
and	cook	on	high	heat	for	2	hours	or	until	beans	are	nice	
and	soft.	

Serve	with	hot	cornbread,	corn	muffins	or	crusty	French	
bread.

Note: If the beans are still a bit firm when adding to the pot, 
hold off on adding the tomatoes until the beans have softened 
up a bit. Tomatoes will work against the bean’s ability in ab-
sorption.
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Jim and Sue Walter

Advocating
  Agriculture
The	Walters	pay	it	forward	to	the		
Farm	Bureau	Foundation	for	Agriculture.

“Agriculture 
has been good 
to our family. 

Now, it’s 
incumbent upon 

us to do our 
part, be good 

stewards of the 
land and give 

back.”
Jim Walter

Jim Walter has a fond appreciation 
for the generations of family farmers 
who came before him. His ancestors 
settled in rural DeKalb almost 80 
years ago, making their mark on ag-
riculture.

“We are very fortunate to benefit 
from past generations,” said Jim, a 

fourth generation farmer. “Agriculture has been good 
to our family. Now, it’s incumbent upon us to do our 
part, be good stewards of the land and give back.”

One way Jim and his wife, Sue, are giving back is 
through the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Founda-
tion for Agriculture. They recently donated $10,000 
to the Foundation for advocacy and outreach 
programs.

 “There’s a real need for advocacy in agricul-
ture,” said Jim. He recognizes that people are now 
several generations removed from the farm and it’s 
important to have conversations about farming and 
food production. 

Sue agrees, perceiving the benefits of farm con-
versations with urban people.  Sue was a city girl 
herself and a registered nurse, originally from East 
Chicago, Indiana.  Now, she is the farm family’s 
problem solver, nurse, cook and moral compass.  
During harvest, the farm family looks forward to 
seeing her pull into the field, knowing it’s time for a 
break and a tasty meal.

The Walters assert that their priorities in life are 
“God, Family, Agriculture & Education.”  They are 

devout Catholics and members of St. Mary Church in DeKalb.  
Jim is a farm and business partner with his son, Jamie. Their businesses include: 

Synergy Seeds (seed sales & insurance), Integrated Farms (machinery), Integrated 
Seeds (seed business) and their new Whiskey Acres Distilling Company. Jamie’s 
wife, Kristen is the farm’s financial manager. 

The Walters have two more sons, Jeff, in advertising and based in Wheaton, and 
Jon, a teacher who resides in Sycamore. Their spouses are Maria and Joy, respec-
tively. Between the three young families, there are seven grandchildren.

As advocates for agriculture, the Walters have been educating others 
about their lifestyle and business. They have been hosting farm tours at 

their Keslinger Road, DeKalb 
farmstead for about 30 years. 
Typically, they invite school 
children, teachers and parents to 
experience farm life first-hand 
and learn more about agriculture.

“Reaching people when they 
are young is ideal,” said Jim. 
“Through farm tours and the Ag 
in the Classroom program, the 
face-to-face farm experience is 
effective.”

During the Walter farm visits, 
Jim and Jamie have responded 
to some rather distorted views 
about farming and negative 
comments about GMOs (geneti-
cally modified organisms). They 
engage their farm visitors by 
explaining biotechnology, which 
has reduced the amount of farm 
chemicals being used and has 
produced better crops.

“We’re the frontline conser-
vationists and environmental-
ists,” said Jim. “We are raising 
our families here so we intend 
to carry out the best farming 
practices, and yet agriculture has 
to be profitable and sustainable.”

The Walters emulate the 
new direction for the Farm 
Bureau Foundation in advocat-
ing for agriculture and focusing 
on outreach programs in the 
community. They value the col-
laboration between farmers and 
the Foundation for the good of 
agriculture. ■
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The	DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture	hosts	
over	600	meetings	a	year	at	its	facility	located	at	1350	West	Prairie	Drive	
in	Sycamore.		The	round	grain-bin	like	stone	structure,	known	as	the	Farm	
Bureau	Theater,	is	one	of	the	rooms	used	for	a	variety	of	meetings.
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Scholarships

DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s Senior Scholarship program will grant 
scholarships to deserving high school seniors in pursuit of a college 
education.  Applications for this scholarship are now available.

High school seniors who will be attending a two or four-year college, university 
or vocational/technical school in the fall of 2015 are eligible to apply.  Students’ 
families must have been an M (voting) or A+ (Associate Plus) member in good 
standing of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau continuously since Sept. 1, 2013.  

The scholarship award is for a total of $1,200 for the freshman year of college.  
Applications are available through the Farm Bureau office or from school 

guidance counselors.  The form may also be downloaded at www.dekalbfarmbu-
reau.org.  Save the document to your 
computer, fill it out electronically, print 
a copy and mail or deliver the completed 
form, along with all necessary attach-
ments, to the Farm Bureau.  The applica-
tion cannot be submitted electronically.

The complete application is due by 
Friday, March 6. ■

Trent Englum was one of the 2014 
recipients of the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Senior Scholarship. 
Trent is a freshman at the 
University of Illinois studying food 
science and nutrition.

Farm Bureau scholarships now available

1st Farm Credit Services  
First Choice Ag Scholarships

1st Farm Credit Services is offering 24, $1,500 scholarships to graduating 
high school seniors to further their education in an agriculture or rural life-
related field of study.

The First Choice Agriculture Scholarship is for graduating high school 
seniors who have been accepted into an agriculture or agriculture-related 
curriculum at a university, college or community college and either reside or 
attend high school within 1st Farm Credit Services’ service territory. 

Agriculture-related fields include those that would contribute to the quality 
of rural life for people living in rural areas, or for those who want to return to 
a rural area to work in any field.

Selection will be based on 
a combination of academic 
achievement, community and 
agricultural youth organiza-

tion involvement and brief essays. Applicants will be judged by a panel of 
independent agribusiness, education, youth and farm organization leaders.

Qualifying students may obtain an application online at 
www.1stfarmcredit.com or at the 1st Farm Credit Services office located in 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Building. 

The deadline to apply is Feb. 17. ■

Illinois Beef 
Association

The Illinois Beef Associa-
tion (IBA) will be awarding 
nine college scholarships to 
high school seniors and college 
students. Scholarships range 
from $500 to $3,000.  

Scholarships are being 
presented by IBA and also in 
memory of Maralee Johnson, 
Terry Clemons, and Marion 
Butler.

Eligible IBA youth must be 
from a family that is actively 
involved in beef production and 
currently an IBA member. Youth 
must complete an application 
and an essay. Go to: www.illi-
noisbeef.com for an application 
form. 

The deadline for IBA  
scholarship applications  
is March 1.  ■
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Agriculture students and Illinois 
Farm Bureau® (IFB) members and 
their children may apply for college 
scholarships offered by the IAA 
Foundation. Seventy four scholar-
ships, ranging from $1,000 to $7,500 
per year, will be awarded for the 
2015-2016 school year.   

 Students may apply for a variety 
of scholarships, including three IAA 
Foundation Top Scholarships, where 
winners will each receive $7,500 
awards.  Another $7,500 award goes 
to the Illinois Farm Bureau Legacy 
of Leadership scholarship winner.  

Students studying crop science and 
pursuing a masters degree related to 
research are eligible for the Illinois 
Soybean Association Crop Science 
Scholarships. Ten $4,000 scholar-
ships will be awarded to junior level 
majors.  Recipients are then eligible 
for an additional $4,000 in this 
renewable program, providing a total 
of $8,000 for his or her junior and 
senior year of college.  

Twelve Prairie Farms Dairy 
scholarships each worth $2,000 are 
available to patrons and employees 
of the company.  

An additional 12 scholarships, 
ranging from $1,000 to $1,500, are 
available to students that meet certain 

John Buck 
Memorial 

Scholarship
Applications are now being 

accepted for the John Buck 
Memorial Scholarship. High 
school students in Kane, 
DeKalb, McHenry, Boone, 
Lake, DuPage or Will County 
are eligible to apply. 

The application deadline is 
Feb. 15. 

A decade ago, in recogni-
tion of Buck’s passion for ag-
riculture and golf, his family 
and friends established the 
John Buck Memorial Scholar-
ship for agriculture students 
through the Kane County Farm 
Bureau Foundation. Buck was 
the founder of Buck Brothers, 
Inc. and J.W. Turf, dealers and 
distributors of John Deere farm 
equipment and golf course 
maintenance equipment, re-
spectively. 

Since his death from cancer 
in 2001, the scholarship has 
helped Buck’s legacy live on, 
by helping to fund the college 
educations of students pursuing 
higher education in an agricul-
ture related career field. 

An endowment to the Kane 
County Farm Bureau Foun-
dation, supplemented by the 
annual John Buck Memorial 
Open golf outing, provides 
funds for a $1,000 college 
scholarship for an agriculture 
student. 

Applications are available on 
the Kane County Farm Bureau 
website at www.kanecfb.
com, through local county 
Farm Bureau offices, at Buck 
Brothers, Inc. or J.W. Turf 
in Hampshire or by contact-
ing Steve Arnold, Executive 
Director of the Kane County 
Farm Bureau Foundation, at 
630-584-8660. ■

IAA Foundation Scholarships
criteria, including area of study, place 
of residence, previous 4-H experience 
and college or university attended. 

Students receiving IAA Founda-
tion Scholarships who are enrolled in 
the Agriculture Department at Illinois 
State University or Southern Illinois 
University may be eligible for addi-
tional scholarship funds from the Uni-
versity.  This partnership furthers the 
IAA Foundation’s effort to encourage 
top students to continue their 
education at an Illinois institution. 

All applicants must be high school 
seniors accepted for enrollment or 
students already enrolled at an accred-
ited college, university or community 
college. Scholarships are awarded for 
exceptional academic ability, lead-
ership and financial need. Previous 
winners of an IAA Foundation schol-
arship are eligible to apply again.

A full listing of available scholar-
ships, eligibility guidelines, and appli-
cation documents are available at the 
Foundation website, www.iaafounda-
tion.org.

Completed applications must be 
postmarked on or before Feb. 1.

For more information, contact the  
DeKalb County Farm Bureau, the IAA 
Foundation at 309-557-2230, or e-mail 
smoore@ilfb.org. ■

DeKalb County Farmland Foundation
The DeKalb County Farmland Foundation will offer a scholarship to one or 

two qualifying DeKalb County high school graduating seniors interested in or 
intending to pursue a career in agriculture, the environment, or land use. 

The Simonson Scholarship was established by the DeKalb County Farmland 
Foundation to recognize the Simonson family’s commitment in support of agri-
culture, the environment, and in the promotion of sound land use practices. 

Two $500 scholarships, or one $1,000 scholarship will be awarded this 
spring. 

Deadline for the application is March 15. Contact the Foundation for 
guidelines. 

Send inquiries to the DeKalb County Farmland Foundation, PO Box 375, 
DeKalb, IL 60115 or email Dan Kenney, Foundation President, dkenney53@
hotmail.com. ■
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•	Seek	passage	of	a	state	budget	that	provides	necessary	levels	of	
funding	for	core	agricultural	programs	in	order	to	maintain	existing	
services	that	protect	consumers,	landowners	and	farmers.

•	Maintain	sales	tax	exemptions	for	agricultural	goods	and	
services	and	assure	business-to-business	transactions	are	
not	taxed	as	a	part	of	any	sales	tax	reforms.

•	Seek	legislation	requiring	that	any	decision	to	perma-
nently	post	a	road	at	a	reduced	weight	limit	or	to	perma-
nently	close	a	road	requires	the	unanimous	approval	of	the	
road	commissioner,	county	engineer	and	a	majority	of	the	
elected	members	of	the	board	associated	
with	the	road	district.

•	Support	legislation	that	will	align	
state	Commercial	Driver’s	License	
regulations	for	farmers	with	those	
implemented	by	the	Federal	Motor	
Carrier	Safety	Administration.

•	Explore	opportunities	to	amend	
expedited	review	procedures	for	new	large,	complex	high	voltage	electric	service	lines	
that	will	better	protect	landowner’s	rights.

•	Oppose	an	increase	to	Illinois’	minimum	wage	that	is	
believed	to	be	inflationary	and	would	negatively	impact	
Illinois’	business	climate.	■

2015 Farm Bureau Legislative Priorities

Issues & Actions

Illinois Farm Bureau Policy
Interested in knowing Farm Bureau’s position on ag-related and other issues?  

Go to: www.dekalbfarmbureau.org/information/fb-policy 
for a link to Illinois Farm Bureau policy. 

Illinois	Farm	Bureau	will	focus	on	the	following	priorities	this	year:
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“The DeKalb County Farm Bureau has been an important 
part of our four children growing up to be responsible 
young adults.  As a family we participated in many activities 
supported by the DeKalb County Farm Bureau, such as Rally 
Day at Hopkins Park, travel programs, and 4-H activities 
held at the Farm Bureau.  Also, two of our children received 
Farm Bureau Scholarships to help them with their college 
education.”

“We have been blessed to farm in the Somonauk/Sandwich 
area for 34 ½ years. As farmers we understand the necessity to 
share information about farming with our city friends.  In the 
past we have assisted Farm Bureau with these farm messages 
as part of Ag in the Classroom. Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy 
program is a valuable resource for classrooms and teachers.”

The Smith Family: Laura, Craig & Jack Frieders; Harper, Ryan & Amanda Smith; Diane Smith, Elsa Stewart & Barry 
Smith; Jenna, Isaac & Josh Stewart; Alyssa & Brett Smith (missing Jameson Smith & Riley Frieders).

The	Smiths	farm	in	rural	Somonauk/
Sandwich	with	their	son,	Brett,	5th	
generation	farmer.	Barry	and	Brett	
grow	corn	and	soybeans.	Barry	
has	volunteered	as	an	Ag	in	the	
Classroom	presenter	and	is	a	former	
Farm	Bureau	Director.	Diane	is	a	
kindergarten	teacher	at	Waterman	
Elementary	and	utilizes	ag	literacy	
resources	from	Farm	Bureau.	They	
have	four	adult	children:	Ryan	(GIS	
specialist)/Amanda	Smith,	West	Des	
Moines,	IA;	Jenna	(accountant)/Josh	
Stewart,	Springfield,	IL;	Brett	(farmer	
&	pilot)/Alyssa	Smith,	Sandwich;	
and	Laura	(business)/Craig	Frieders,	
Leland;	and	six	grandchildren.
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Programs & Trips

Sit back and relax as Craig Mathey and Roger Hintzsche take you on a 
musical journey from New Orleans to Nashville. Their Cajun to country style 
entertainment will delight Prime Timers on Monday, Feb. 2.

The two local musicians will provide music from such artists as Louis 
Armstrong, Fats Domino, Hank Williams, Willie Nelson and many more of your 
favorite legendary entertainers.

Craig plays the piano and accordion while Roger plays bass; both musicians are 
also vocalists. The duo has performed at Farm Bureau on several occasions.

The men are well-known throughout the area and have played with a variety of 
musical groups and for many venues in the community. 

Professionally, Craig is employed at NB&T in Sycamore. Roger worked for the 
Hintzsche family business until his recent semi-retirement.

Farm Bureau members 55+ years are welcome to register for this program and the Prime Timers 
luncheon on Feb. 2.  Deadline to register is Jan. 27 at 
the Farm Bureau office. There is a $6 charge for lunch.  

Lunch is served at 12-noon in the Farm Bureau Audi-
torium and the program gets underway at 1 p.m. in the 
theater. ■

Roger Hintzsche 
and Craig Mathey 
will provide musical 
entertainment for 
Prime Timers on 
Feb. 2.

Musical journey at Prime Timers luncheon

“A Salute to Broadway” has openings
Farm Bureau Prime Timers are heading north to Delavan, Wisconsin for 

“A Salute to Broadway” show and dining at Rosewood (formerly Millies) on 
Thursday, March 19. 

“A Salute to Broadway” features classical Broadway music by Mark, Gretch 
and Jo productions, a trio of talented musicians and vocalists.

For lunch, enjoy a choice of either roasted chicken or pan-seared tilapia, 
served with all the extras.

Cost is $57 for “M” and “A+” members, $67 for guests. Price includes mo-
torcoach transportation, lunch and the show. Motorcoach departs at 10:45 a.m. 
and returns by 6 p.m.

To register, visit the Farm Bureau office. ■

Feb. 2
Musical	Journey		

by	Craig	Mathey	&	Roger	Hintzsche
March 2

Macular	Degeneration	&	Advances	in	
Blindness	by	John	Corneille

April 6
Jacquelyn	Kennedy	portrayal		

by	Leslie	Goddard
May 4

Fiddle	&	Banjo	Music	by	Collin	O’Brien
June 1

A	Journey	Through	DeKalb	County		
by	Ron	Klein

July 13
Annual	BBQ

Aug. 3
Benjamin	Franklin		

portrayal	by	Terry	Lynch
Sept. 14

Music	by	Rich	Criss,	pianist/vocalist
Oct. 5

Route	66	by	John	Weiss
Nov. 2

Music	by	John	Smith	group
Dec. 7

Miracle	on	34th	Street		
by	Stage	Coach	Players

Prime Timers Programs

2015  
Farm Bureau Tours

Feb. 8
Disney on Ice Show: Frozen 

United Center, Chicago
March 19

“A Salute to Broadway”,  
Rosewood (formerly Millies),  

Delavan, WI
May 19-20

Shipshewanee, IN  
overnight tour of Amish community

Aug. 11
“Dueling Pianos” 

Starved Rock Lodge, Utica
Sept. 16

“Boeing, Boeing”,  
Circa 21, Rock Island

Sept. 26
Galena Tour –  

shopping, city tour,  
Galena Cellars

Oct. 22-28
Smoky Mountains tour  
with Van Galder Tours

Dec. 2
“It’s A Wonderful Life”,  

The Fireside, Ft. Atkinson, WI
All tours open for registration two  
months ahead, for “M” and “A+”  

members/guests. Contact the  
Farm Bureau office for more information.



   DeKalb County Farm Bureau       27    

All About  
Women’s Health

KishHealth System

KishHealth System’s fifth annual 
This One’s For The Girls women’s 
health event is coming up Feb. 7, 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Valley West 
Hospital in Sandwich, and Feb. 20 
and 21, from 8 a.m. to noon at Kish-
waukee Hospital in DeKalb. Women 
of all ages are invited to attend for a 
morning dedicated to you!

The event features snacks, 
giveaways, prizes, health screenings, 
education, laughs, pampering, and 
even some shopping.  

Each year hundreds of women 
partake in this unique opportunity to 
learn about important health topics 
such as signs of a stroke, reducing 
stress, breast self-exams, healthy 
recipes, fitness tips, and much more. 
Several screenings including skin spot 
checks, glucose checks, body mass 
index, blood pressure, and many more 
are offered free of charge.

There are many 
giveaways at the 
event that help 
promote a healthy 
lifestyle such as 
a water bottle, 
ice pack, recipe 
cards, a tote 
bag, and more, 
along with raffles for great kitchen gadgets, spa accessories, and exercise 
equipment.

Each year, women learn valuable information about the importance of 
their health and the health of those they love and care for. Featuring a photo 
booth, great food and fun, all in a relaxed environment, women can put 
their stress behind them at this event for a short time as they visit over 20 
different booths staffed by health professionals from across KishHealth 
System. 

The education shared at This One’s For The Girls has equipped women 
with information that is saving lives. One attendee was able to quickly 
identify the signs of a stroke suffered by her loved one and help to urgently 
get necessary medical care. Another attendee shared her thankful story after 
taking part in the skin spot check and being told she needed to seek care for 
a spot on her skin, which was later diagnosed as skin cancer. 

The event is a lot of fun, 
but its purpose is much 
greater. As the primary 
healthcare decision makers 
of most families, women 
need to be prepared to often 
identify and sometimes 
triage a medical situation 
and know when and where 
to send those they love for 
care.  

Make plans with your 
mom, sister, daughter, 
coworker, or friend to be at 
this special women’s event; 
you won’t be disappointed! 
For additional information 
and to pre-register online, 
visit www.kishforthegirls.
org. ■
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Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Dan Howes, Chris Patterson,  
Craig Popp, Mike Shipley 
COUNTRY Financial Representatives

COUNTRY
Thoughts

Dan Howes, Craig Popp, Mike Shipley, Chris Patterson

Sure, it’s tempting to have the latest 
high-tech device or cool fashion 
accessory right now.  But resisting 
temptation and investing that money 
in an individual Retirement Account 
(IRA) instead could improve your future 
financial security. 

Dwindling Dollars
Each dollar you spend today is a dollar 

you won’t have available to spend in the 
future.  And you’re probably going to 
need that money.  With retirees living 
longer and more active lives, you may 
need to fund a retirement that lasts a 
long time. 

Then there’s inflation to worry 
about.  The prices of the things you buy 
regularly are likely to go up, and certain 
expenses, such as healthcare, may 
increase at a rate faster than inflation. 
If, like many people, you feel you have 
some catching up to do with your retire-
ment nest egg, reducing your spending 
on nonessential items and investing the 
money instead may make good sense.

Growth Potential
The dollars you allocate for retirement have the potential to grow in 

your account.  Over time, even small amounts of money can increase sig-
nificantly due to the power of compounded investment earnings.  

When the money you’ve contributed to your retirement account 
generates investment earnings, those earnings can be reinvested.  You then 
have the potential to earn a return on your contributions and your earnings.  
If the compounding process repeats itself, you have a larger and larger 
pool of money invested.

While you may not always have the latest and greatest high-tech device 
or this season’s most fashionable look, being financially savvy is a smart 
move that can help you have a brighter financial future.

Spending vs. Investing
Consider what might happen if you didn’t spend money on the items 

below and you invested that money in a retirement account instead.

Financial Finesse
Have you checked out the latest smartphone? Would you 
be willing to spend thousands of dollars for it?  Highly 
unlikely.  But that’s how much it could actually cost 
you in the long run because you won’t have the money 
you’ve spent on your purchase to invest.

Get Expert Help
Creating an appropriate investment plan and selecting the right secu-

rities to carry it out isn’t easy.  Many individuals would prefer to have 
someone else make those decisions for them.  Give us a call to find out 
how we can help through our Journey Service of investment management 
where our investment portfolio managers invest your money for you. It’s 
just one more way that we help you achieve financial security, no matter 
where you’re starting from. ■
Investment management, retirement, trust, and planning services provided by COUNTRY Trust Bank®.  
Not FDIC Insured, No Bank Guarantee, May Lose Value.

If you don’t buy: You could have this much after:
  10 years 20 Years 30 years 40 years
$210 designer sunglasses $382 $695 $1,265 $2,301
$750 computer tablet $1,365 $2,483 $4,517 $8,218
$1,000 TV $1,819 $3,310 $6,023 $10,957
The prices show are hypothetical.  This is a hypothetical example used for illustrative purposes only . It does 
not represent the results of any specific type of investment. Monthly compounding and an average annual total 
return of 6% are assumed.  Transaction costs, fees, and taxes are not considered. Your investment results will be 
different.

www.countryfinancial.com
815-756-9536

0115-018
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Center for  
Agriculture News
Changes to Fruit, Vegetable Rules

Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced fruit, 
vegetable and wild rice provisions that affect producers 
who intend to participate in certain programs authorized 
by the Agricultural Act of 2014.    

Producers who intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) 
or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs are subject to an acre-for-acre payment 
reduction when fruits and nuts, vegetables or wild rice are planted on the 
payment acres of a farm.  Payment reductions do not apply to mung beans, dry 
peas, lentils or chickpeas.  

Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres that are not considered 
payment acres will not result in a payment reduction.  Farms that are eligible 
to participate in ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular year may plant 
unlimited fruits, vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not receive ARC/
PLC payments for that year.  Eligibility for succeeding years is not affected.   

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage 
is subject to the acre-for-acre payment reduction when those crops are planted 
on either more than 15 percent of the base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC 
using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 percent of the base acres of 
a farm enrolled in ARC using the individual coverage.  

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice 
will not cause a payment reduction if the farm is in a double-cropping region as 
designated by the USDA’s Commodity Credit Corporation. ■  

Farm Storage Facility Loan Program
The USDA has announced the expansion of the Farm Storage and Facility 

Loan program, which provides low-interest financing to producers.  The 
enhanced program includes 22 new categories of eligible equipment for fruit 
and vegetable producers.  

Producers with small and mid-sized operations, and specialty crop, fruit 
and vegetable growers, now have access to needed capital for a variety of 

supplies including sorting bins, wash 
stations and other food safety-related 
equipment.  A new more flexible alter-
native is also provided for determining 
storage needs for fruit and vegetable 
producers, and waivers are available on 
a case-by-case basis for disaster assis-
tance or insurance coverage if available 
products are not relevant or feasible for 
a particular producer.   

Additionally, Farm Storage Facility 
Loan security requirements have been 
eased for loans up to $100,000.  Pre-
viously, all loans in excess of $50,000 
and any loan with little resale value 
required a promissory note/security 
agreement and additional security, such 
as a lien on real estate.  Now loans up 
to $50,000 can be secured by only a 
promissory note/security agreement 
and some loans between $50,000 and 
$100,000 will no longer require addi-
tional security.  

The low-interest funds can be used to 
build or upgrade permanent facilities to 
store commodities.  Eligible commodi-
ties include grains, oilseeds, peanuts, 
pulse crops, hay, honey, renewable 
biomass commodities, fruits and vege-
tables.  Qualified facilities include grain 
bins, hay barns and cold storage facili-
ties for fruits and vegetables. ■  
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Gardener’s Pathway: “15 Years & Growing”
Kishwaukee College Continuing Education and the University of Illinois 

Extension DeKalb County Master Gardeners will once again be hosting the 
2015 Gardener’s Pathway – 15 years and Growing, on Saturday Feb. 28, 
from 7:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. at the Kishwaukee College Conference Center.  

Advanced registration is required by Feb. 23. Workshops have limited 
seating space and sessions will be filled in the order registrations are 
received.

The Joe Pasteris Keynote Speaker is Greg Stack.  Retired U of I Horticul-
ture Educator, Greg has over 40 years 
of experience in gardening. He has 
trained countless Master Gardeners 
as an educator, co-authored more 
than 35 web-sites through Extension, 
and has made over 300 videos which can be seen on YouTube.  Greg will 
share his knowledge in “Myth, Fact or Fiction: Things I’ve Heard Over the 
Years About How to Grow.”

A second keynote speaker, after lunch, is Amanda Thomsen, blogger, 
industry insider, and author of “Kiss My Aster”. She will entertain and 
inform on all the latest garden buzz in her presentation, “Weeder’s Digest”. 
Amanda will have a Q & A session as well as copies of her book for 
purchase.

Also choose from a selection of 17 workshops ranging from preserving 
food safely to spring containers. Other topics include butterflies, hydran-
geas, new for 2015, hypertufa, garden tips and tricks, advanced tree care, 
plants for difficult places, and many more.  

The workshop fee is $60, which includes a continental breakfast, garden 
lunch, welcome bag and selected handouts.  

In addition to the workshops, a wide variety of vendors will be present at 
the Exhibit Hall including: Blumen Gardens, DeKalb Area Garden Club, 
DeKalb County Community Garden, Heinz Brothers, Redbud Creek Farm, 
SIDEKICK by Sharon, Wasco Nursery, Wild Ones of Rock River Valley 
and more.  

To register for Gardener’s Pathway call 815-825-2086, ext. 2040, or 
mail in a registration form.  A link to the registration form and complete 
brochure with session descriptions can be found at www.kishwaukee 
college.edu/business_community/continuing_education/pdf/Gardeners_
Pathway_2015.pdf?page=458. ■

Managing for Today & Tomorrow Farm Women’s Workshop
It’s hard to talk about passing on the farm. Managing for Today and 

Tomorrow is for farm women of all ages who want to plan now for a suc-
cessful transition later. 

The sessions will be held March 4, 6, 11, 13 & 18 at the Boone County 
Extension in Belvidere. Sessions run from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.

In this five-session program farm women will learn about four com-
ponents that can help create a successful transition: succession planning, 
business planning, estate planning and retirement planning. 

Register online at: www.web.extension.illinoisedu/bdo or call the Boone 
County Extension, 815-544-3710 for more information. 

Participation fee is $75, which includes course materials and lunch. ■

Illinois First Detector Training
Illinois First Detector Invasive 

Pest Workshop will cover important 
landscape and nursery pests, diseases, 
and invasive plants. The workshop 
will be offered at the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau on Wednesday, Feb. 4.

Early detection and response is 
key to managing invasive pests. The 
Illinois First Detector Workshops, 
now in their third year, are aimed at 
improving first detector training and 
invasive species awareness. 

The workshops will cover new 
topics on current and emerging 
invasive plants, pathogens, and 
insects. Each location will have 
sessions covering the brown marmo-
rated stink bug, viruses in ornamental 
plants, and invasive plants and their 
management, as well as a session 
devoted to discussing invasive pest 
pathways. 

As in previous years, these in-depth 
training sessions will cover material 
that includes: 

• Identification/detection
• Life cycle/biology
• Hosts
• Sampling
• Management
• Commonly confused look-a-likes.
Once again, those attending will 

also take part in hands-on activities, 
which will allow attendees to examine 
these pests and diseases in more 
detail. 

Continuing Education Units (CEUs) 
will be available for:  IAA Certified 
Arborists, Continuing Forestry 
Education Credits, Master Gardener, 
and Master Naturalist.

Those interested in attending can 
phone 815-758-8194 or register online 
at http://web.extension.illinois.edu/
bdo. 

A $40 non-refundable registration 
fee covers instruction, on-site lunch, 
and training materials. Pre-registration 
is required, and space is limited, so 
sign-up today. ■
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Who would have thought it?
This January has 
certainly turned out 
to be very different 
than the last. 

We’ve had just a trace 
of snow so far this winter 
compared to 14 inches 
through December of 2013, 
and gas prices near $2 in 
many places compared to 
$3.40 the same time last year. 
Who would have thought it 
and how long will it last?

Last winter, around early 
February, we saw a perfect 
storm of extraordinary 
demand for propane and a 
supply system ill prepared 
to support it causing a serious 
spike in prices. 

This year appears easy by 
comparison. Demand is down due to warmer weather and virtually no 
precipitation. No more sending trucks to Texas to get propane to keep 
our customers warm. 

Supply systems at the same time have prepared for a repeat of last 
year’s winter and continued to push product up the line causing an 
abundance of available product. Nothing cures high prices like high 
prices. 

Current opportunities look very attractive to those brave enough to 
think ahead to next winter. All indications are that there is no rush at this 
point as long term projections continue to see good prices through the 
summer. Supplies continue to grow in spite of record exports.

Road fuels have somewhat followed suit with gasoline approaching $2 
and dropping. Diesel fuel stocks are high (though prices remain strong) 
as are gasoline but we look for a bottom in here in the next few weeks 
depending on OPEC actions and the performance of the dollar. 

Conserv FS is looking forward to the rebranding of our service stations 
in DeKalb, Waterman and Rochelle. Our purchase of Hintzsche Oil in 

The FS Fast Stop stations are undergoing facelifts at the DeKalb, Waterman and Rochelle 
locations. The fuel pumps accept all major credit cards as well as the FS Fast Stop cards 
with company accounts.

2013 gave us an opportunity 
to open our Fast Stop station 
approach in three locations 
owned by Hintzsche. These 
unmanned stations are currently 
open and in the process of a 
facelift. Once completed, we 
will be accepting all major 
credit cards at these locations 
as well as our own FS Fast Stop 
cards for those with company 
accounts. More to follow on 
this subject.

We appreciate the support 
of the DeKalb Farm Bureau 
and all of our affiliated Farm 
Bureaus. ■
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