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Maelee and Jack Heinsohn, 
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from Somonauk and president of the 
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Summer	of	Fun	&	Food
Summertime – It’s finally here!  And what a welcome season it is.  
The crops are planted and the growing season begins. With a little help from 

Mother Nature we will have another good year in agriculture. 
Also, the grilling season has started and the aroma of outdoor barbeques now 

fills the air in our backyards. For me, it’s a moment I look forward to because 
of the time spent relaxing on the patio with family and friends. 

Summer is a time to reflect on our hard work that has gone into another 
crop season. For others, it may be a time to show support to local farmers for 
providing quality food. Perhaps it’s simply eating more ice cream during “June, 
Dairy Month”.

For Farm Bureau, summertime is family time. Farm Bureau families may 
choose to attend our  Kane County Cougars night, or go with us to Lincoln Park 
Zoo, or celebrate “Meet a Farmer” during summer nights  at the Brookfield 
Zoo, or get our discount tickets and take the family to Great America or Raging 
Waters. 

So enjoy your summer of fun with Farm Bureau and that steak on the grill 
provided by farmers. ■
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On Prairie Drive
       Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Find	the	corn	kernel	and	win!
Let’s see if you can find the corn kernel (resembling the one above) in this 

month’s issue of our magazine and be eligible to win a prize. 
Email your answer to connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-756-

6361, by June 30 for your chance to win. 
When responding by email, the subject line of your message should read, “I 

found the kernel” and the body of your message must include the page number 
and exact description of the location of the kernel on that page. You will also need 
to include your name, address, phone number, and age in the email.

Correct answers will be put into a drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the kernel contest was Alberta Dequin of DeKalb. The 
kernel was hidden on page 23 in the photo of the Soil Book. ■

Visit us on the web:
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org 

Follow us on facebook:
facebook.com/dekalbfarmbureau.aglit

Send magazine comments to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

Calendar
June

June 19 
Farm Bureau College Scholarship  

applications due 

June 26 
Lincoln Park Zoo Trip 

Chicago 
8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

$20

July
July 3 

Independence Day Holiday 
Farm Bureau office closed

July 13 
The Garage Orchestra 
& Prime Timers BBQ 

6 p.m.  
$8, RSVP by July 7

July 15-16 
DeKalb Co. 4-H  

General Projects Show

July 31-Aug. 2 
DeKalb Co. 4-H Livestock Show 

Sandwich Fairgrounds

August
Aug. 3 

Benjamin Franklin 
Portrayed by Terry Lynch 
Prime Timers Luncheon 

12-Noon 
$6, RSVP by July 28

Meetings held at the Center for 
Agriculture unless otherwise  
noted.  For most meeting  
reservations contact the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau  office,  
815-756-6361.

Weathering	the	Weather
Watching weather reports is a daily, sometimes 

hourly, and even minute-by-minute routine at 
our farm. We rely on several sources for weather 
information – cell phone apps, a NOAA weather 
radio, weather alerts via emails, the television 
(preferably meteorologist Tom Skilling), and my 
husband who has a natural knack of identifying 
changes in weather patterns just by glancing up 
at the sky.

We watch weather so closely because we’re 
grain farmers – it’s crucial to making or taking our crop. This spring’s wet weather 
caused delays in planting both corn and soybeans. Our small window for planting 
crops was narrowed by soggy weather conditions. We had to wait until the soils 
were dry before we could plant the seeds. Let me tell you farmers are resilient, but 
Mother Nature tested their patience recently. 

I sensed the tension in my husband this spring when I asked him if it was dry 
enough to start up planting again.  He responded, “No.  You don’t have a clue.”  
He was right. I wasn’t out there digging in the soil to know it was still too mucky. 
I didn’t go from field to field checking to see if one was even close to being dry 
enough to plant. It made me think that probably others “don’t have a clue” either. 
Weather is so significant to farming. We depend on good weather for our growing 
crops….and farmers with good attitudes. ■
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Dairy Farming is a way of life for farm families and 

vital to our rural communities. Locally, all dairy 

farms are family-owned and operated.

In	DeKalb	County,	there	are	9	dairy	farms	with	
over	1,200	dairy	cows	which	produce	about	
8,500	gallons	of	milk	per	day.	

June is Dairy Month and we salute local dairy 

farmers for their hard work and dedication to 

milking cows and taking care of dairy animals.
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High-Tech  
Precision Farming

Jake Willrett checks planting data on his Pro 700 digital 
monitor while using his auto-steer Case IH 340 tractor and 
24-row planter. He likes the auto-steer feature which provides 
straight rows, especially important to him since he cultivates 
his organic row crops. 

Farmers are putting the latest technology to use with 
precision farming, a term that is used in agriculture to define 
precise farming techniques accomplished with GPS (Global 
Positioning System) and GIS (Geographic Information 
System) technology, big equipment with guidance systems, 
digital monitors displaying diagnostics, field maps and 
other crop data – all powerful management tools for today’s 
farmers. 

Precision farming and technology allow farmers to apply 
seed, fertilizer and other crop inputs with precise placement 
at sub-inch levels. 

Auto-Steer	Tractors
Farmers are driving tractors hands-free with their auto-

steer technology. This auto-guidance system allows farmers 
to plant straight rows of corn, something that farmers pride 
themselves in doing each spring. 

Instead of using the markers on their planters to determine 
where they left off in the field, their tractors use global po-
sitioning satellites and RTK (Real Time Kinematic) tech-
nology to automatically steer the tractor across the field 
for improved productivity. A monitor in the cab shows the 
farmer the path he is planting with this auto-steer feature. 
Only at the ends of the field is the farmer required to place 
his hands on the steering wheel to turn the tractor around 
and then resume to auto-steer. 

The auto-steer feature reduces operator fatigue through 
long hours of operation. It provides accuracy as tight as less 
than an inch and improved efficiency for today’s producer.

Jake Willrett likes the auto-steer feature on his Case IH 
340 tractor for providing straight rows. “As an organic 
farmer, it’s important to have straight rows since we row 
cultivate the crops,” said the Malta farmer.

Today’s tractors have more horsepower, as much as 600 
horsepower, and many have four-wheel drive. Karl Faivre 
says equipment now is “bigger, faster and stronger” than 
ever to work more acres. And you will find cabs equipped 
with conveniences such as blue-tooth, air ride suspension, 
and even XM radio. 

Faivre is the precision farming specialist for Johnson 
Tractor in Rochelle. He notes that computerization also 
plays a key role in modern tractors with hardware and 
software installations designed with smart technology. ► 

Jeremy Baggs analyzes data from a 20/20 Seed Sense monitor 
that is being recorded into his iPad during planting. He likes the 
iPad connectivity for its portability to review data later. Jeremy was 
running Jamie Willrett’s Quadtrac tractor pulling a 24-row Kinze 
planter to plant soybeans. As he planted with the auto-steer tractor 
he monitored seed singulation, spacing and down pressure. 
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Smart	Planters
You’ve heard of smartphones but did you know that 

farmers have smart planters and other smart implements? 
Using smart technology, different farm equipment can be 
integrated to work with a tractor to perform various applica-
tions.

For example, Case IH’s ISO Bus controller integrates 
different implements with its Case IH tractors using smart 
technology, and one display screen.  Gene Reid likes the 
ISO Bus controller for that very reason.

“Instead of having a different screen for each piece of 
equipment it’s all integrated into one screen,” said Reid. He 
has embraced the technology with his Case IH 340 tractor 
and White AgCo 24-row planter. Other features he likes on 
his smart planter are auto row shutoffs, down pressure, and 
variable rate planting, 

Faivre says additional features on a smart planter are: seed 
singulation and seed spacing, multi-hybrid planting, liquid 
control variable rate for ag chemicals, and granular variable 
rate for fertilizer applications. 

Sophisticated	Monitors/Field	Maps	
Telematics is the new wave of farm data transfer, from 

vehicle to vehicle and to the farm office, according to 
Faivre. The Case IH portal receives and stores data via sat-
ellites, much like the iCloud.

Data is displayed on display screens or monitors in farm 
tractors. Farmers may have anywhere from one to five 
display screens, depending on the equipment, technology, 
and data they choose to manage.  There’s a reason they call 
them “monitors” as farmers are constantly monitoring the 
data on their screens which may also be transmitted to their 
home computer.

Faivre says there are 14 different displays through 
Case IH. The different displays interface with 
equipment and digital monitors. 

Some of the displays on a tractor show information 
pertaining to engine diagnostics and equipment perfor-
mance. Monitors also provide information pertaining 
to precision planting and harvesting. Monitors provide 
field data at planting and yield data at harvest, among 
other information. 

Analyzing yield maps, farmers can assess the vari-
ability in the field, identify problem areas and manage 
their risk. A prescription map is the next step in making 
adjustments and managing resources effectively in a 
farm field with precise positioning for all equipment 
actions and chemical applications.

“It’s more important now to watch data and make ev-
erything count,” says Faivre. “With technology, you can 
choose where to put inputs at the rate needed.”

By managing the technology and data, precision 
farming provides more accuracy and more profit for 
farmers. ■

Karl Faivre, precision farming specialist for Johnson Tractor, 
and Gene Reid, Malta farmer, take a closer look at the control 
clutches on Reid’s planter. Reid likes this feature and that his 
Case IH 340 tractor is integrated with his White AgCo 24-row 
planter using smart technology. His rig (above) was planting 
soybeans in late May.

“It’s more important now to watch data and make 
everything count. With technology, you can choose 
where to put inputs at the rate needed.” 

Karl Faivre, precision farming  
specialist for Johnson Tractor
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As I write this column in mid-May, 
it’s still “too wet to plant.” This 
marks two straight weeks of the 
planters being parked here in 
northeast Illinois as we wait to finish 
what we started. 

The forecast is for the weather 
window to reopen to finish burying 
our 2015 seeds. The next thing you 
know, we will be looking for a rain, 
which always reminds me of my 
childhood growing up on the farm.

It was mid-July in 1964 and at 8:30 
in the evening, the temperature was 
still hovering around the 85 degree 
mark. The only breeze you felt was 
the one you generated yourself as 
you ran around the yard playing 
kick-the-can or hide-and-seek. 

In a family of ten, the house fans 
just didn’t cut it for heat relief, so it 
was outside that we would gather to 
lie on our backs on the cooler-feel-
ing grass located on the westward 
sloping lawn. It was a quiet time 
as we listened to Dad explain the 
science of weather and we patiently 

waited as he began to “talk in a 
storm.”

He paid particular attention to the 
fact that we were a mere 65 miles 
straight west of Lake Michigan and 
said that a “back door cold front” 
was likely to appear within the next 
hour. His predictions still seem 
magical to me even these 50 years 
later. 

We had beef cattle, hogs, corn, 
soybeans, wheat and alfalfa on the 
farm and Dad was always in the 
doing mode. It was a rare moment 
when he was in the waiting mode 
and I have come to a deeper appre-
ciation for what that really meant to 
me when I was 12 years old.

I can still recall the smell of Lake 
Michigan when the wind would 
suddenly pick up out of the east 
dropping the temperature from 85 
degrees to 65 degrees in a matter 
of minutes. That chilling feeling of 
goose bumps everywhere meant that 
the corn and soybeans were finally 
going to get a drink, as long as the 

storm didn’t “blow itself out” first as 
Dad would put it.

Dad could have been a TV weather-
man. He was always sincerely pas-
sionate and very knowledgeable 
about his weather observations. Terry 
Swails, a premier weather forecast-
er out of Iowa, was Dad’s favorite. 
Dad served as a weather spotter in 
his later years for Terry, and for many 
years reported what was happening in 
Scales Mound, Illinois. 

I now place a special value on 
the slapping sound of large summer 
raindrops beating down on eager 
leaves of corn. That welcome sound 
coming towards me ever so slowly 
meant a successful completion of the 
pollination process. 

And then there was that elusive 
combination of raindrop intensity 
and length of rain time that somehow 
Dad was able to mentally measure 
and then declare a total rain amount. 
“An inch and one half,” he would 
confidently announce at the conclu-
sion of the storm, which was imme-
diately followed by a foot race with 
my younger brothers to the rain gauge 

to determine the 
accuracy of his 
guess (usually 
within ¼ inch of 
the actual total). 

I still play the 
rain gauge game, 
and admit that 
those summer 
evenings of 
“waiting for a back 
door cold front” 
to develop are 
some of my best 
family memories 
from growing 
up in the corn-
fields northeast of 
Sycamore. ■

John Diedrich, Sycamore farmer

Talking in a Summer Rainstorm
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“We were raised on family-owned farms in DeKalb County and while our 
careers initially took us away from the area (Ray for 10 years and Linda for 
30) we both returned ‘to our roots’.

Perhaps this time away helped us more deeply value the lifestyle we have 
– the expanse of land, the pride in growing our own food and at the same 
time helping to feed the world, watching our children and grandchildren 
benefit from an agricultural background.

Having Farm Bureau there to support us and agriculture makes a sig-
nificant difference in the quality of our lives. They are a farmer’s voice on 
issues and provide publications with great articles that help us and others 
be informed consumers. Their focus on education for our young people – 
whether it be through the farm safety camp, Ag in the Classroom program, 
scholarships or family events – is developing knowledgeable future leaders.

Farm Bureau is a terrific resource for DeKalb County and of great benefit 
to us and our family.”       Ray & Linda Heinisch

Ray and Linda Heinisch live 
on their farm in rural DeKalb.  
Ray still actively farms, but 
Linda is retired after a 30-year 
career in the hospitality industry. 
Her final employment was as 
administrator for the DeKalb 
County Economic Development 
Corporation.  Ray is a 50+ year 
Farm Bureau member and 
served on the board of directors 
for 13 years and was active on 
many committees.  Between 
Ray and Linda they have seven 
children and 17 grandchildren.

The	Heinisch	Family	-	Grouped by their favorite sports teams (left to right, top to bottom):Blackhawks - Will, Jenn, 
Tyler, Ben, Emma; White Sox - Andy, Julie, Andrew, Mimi, Steve; Packers - Jason, Rachael, Katie, Cloe; Bears - Peter, 
Valerie, Samuel, Faith, Christine, Isaiah; Illini - Ray and Linda.
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“Success in growing plants
comes from knowledge obtained through 
education and experience; both require  
work and the color of your thumb has  
nothing to do with the process.”

 Ron Johnson

Photos courtesy of Ron Johnson
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Ron Johnson, University of Illinois Extension 
DeKalb County Master Gardener

The history of the “green thumb” 
seems to go back to pea lover King 
Edward I of England who employed 
several serfs to shell peas, thus they 
ended up with green stained thumbs, 
or perhaps, the green came from the 
green algae that rubbed off the pots 
onto the hands of the gardeners that 
grew the peas.  No doubt that if you 
handle a lot of green plants, some of 
the chlorophyll is going to rub off 
onto at least your thumb and forefin-
ger or your entire hand!

It is my thesis that success 
in growing plants comes from 
knowledge obtained through 
education and experience; both 
require work and the color of your 
thumb has nothing to do with the 
process.  Add a plan and you are 
on your way to growing excellent 
flowers, vegetables, turf, trees and 
shrubs.  Let’s confine our thoughts 
to flowers and vegetables.  

Factors for  
Successful Gardening

Two important factors in 
gardening successes are the garden’s 
location and the gardener knowing 
as much as possible about the plants 
he or she has chosen to plant, albeit 
“plant savvy.” 

Gardens may be a small planting 
around a patio, a bed near a home’s 
entrance, a mini garden from 20 to 
200 square feet, a large vegetable or 
flower garden, or perhaps a couple 
of raised beds.  

Dissing	the	Green	Thumb
The expression having “a green thumb” equates to a talent or natural 
ability to grow plants; certainly a characteristic some people wish they 
had, but is often an overused excuse.

Your garden plan will depend on 
the available space, how much time 
you have to work in the garden, and 
what vegetables you like to eat or 
flowers you like to look at.

Location, location, location: 
keys to successful gardens are soil, 
sunlight, water supply, clearance 
from trees/shrubs, and proximity 
to your house.  A soil that drains 
well, being loose and fertile, is a 
gardener’s delight.  If heavy with 
clay or unbalanced with sand, no 
fear, simply get busy with amending 
and enriching with compost, fertil-
izer and have a soil test to reveal 
pH, organic content, and basic soil 
elements.  A nice garden soil pH  
is 6.5.  

Poor drainage can be managed by 
building raised beds versus install-
ing drain tiles/pipes. Full, direct 
sunlight is vital to all vegetable 
gardens.  Best yields occur with 
8-10 hours minimum of direct 
sunlight each day.

The flower garden zones can 
be planted as full sun (6 hours 
or more), partial sun (receiving 
3-5 hours), and full shade, (never 
receives direct sunlight).  Read the 
plant label when shopping.  

An inch of water a week is 
adequate for flower and vegetable 
gardens.  Using water smart 
gardening methods like trickle ir-
rigation and organic mulching 
will reduce this amount, plus spot 
watering from a rain barrel can help.  

Trees and shrubs compete with 
flowers and vegetables for water, 
light, and nutrients; avoid planting 
near them, especially Black 
Walnut trees.  Walnuts produce a 
toxin that harms many plants such 
as tomatoes, asparagus, peony, 
hydrangea, crabapples, and several 
species of pines.

Garden Location Important
Fitting your garden within your 

landscape and proximity to your 
house can produce daily pleasure 
as you watch things grow.  Also 
having your garden close allows 
you to scout for pests and diseases.  
Noticing what is normal and what 
is not can sometimes make or 
break the northern Illinois 150-day 
average growing season.

A few personal opinions: Always 
have the tilth (physical condition) 
of the soil in mind, make your own 
compost, use organic fertilizers, buy 
the best tools, and wear deer skin 
gloves.  

Gardener extraordinaire Thomas 
Jefferson’s favorite vegetable was 
also peas, and Gregor Mendel ex-
perimented with peas to reveal the 
basic laws of genetics.  I would 
guess that these two men followed 
good horticultural practices and 
often had “green thumbs.” ■
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Got	a	question		
for	a	farmer?

Submit your farm and food questions to  
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org.	

We will share questions with our local farmers 
and publish their answers as space allows in 

upcoming issues of Connections.

10     Connections

Q:	Why	are	dairy	cows	skinny?

A:	Dairy	cows	are	known	for	producing	milk	
and	have	a	body	frame	with	a	prominent	
bone	structure.		Their	skinny	appearance	
doesn’t	mean	they	are	malnourished.

Bill	Deutsch is a fifth generation dairy and grain farmer from 
Sycamore. He milks cows and grows corn, soybeans, wheat 
and alfalfa, with his brother, Pat. Bill and his wife, Chris, reside 
on the family farm. They have four adult children: Sarah, Mary, 
Rachel and Paul. 

Dairy cows are very efficient at producing milk. After 
having a calf, a cow will steadily increase milk production 
for about three to four months. As a cow increases milk 
production, the need for energy and feed increases. 

The reason you see ribs on a dairy cow isn’t because she is malnour-
ished.  She produces 80-100 pounds of milk a day and to produce that 
much milk she has to eat a lot of feed. A dairy cow will eat over 100 
pounds of feed per day. Even then, her ribs will show a little bit.

We use animal nutritionists so we can balance the feed ration to achieve 
and maintain milk production for our cows while providing necessary 
nutrients, maintaining a cow’s weight, and keeping our cows healthy.  

The calories needed to maintain good milk production are usually 
higher than normal feed intake. The extra calories are usually taken from 
extra body condition which gives cows the appearance of being skinny. 
In other words, dairy cows put their calories into the milk they make not 
fat stores. It has been said that a cow producing at her peak is similar to a 
marathon runner running a marathon every single day. 

As the dairy cow drops in milk production she will put back on more 
body condition. This is because the cow’s caloric intake is higher than 
she is utilizing. It’s similar to me consuming more food at Thanksgiving 
dinner and not expending the extra calories.  

Some cows continue to produce high levels of milk even later on in 
their lactation. A farmer will monitor this and “dry the cow” up a little 
early which means allowing a rest period prior to her next calving. During 
the rest period, if the cow is not producing milk she will increase body 
condition. 

If you compare dairy cows to beef cows, dairy cows have a different 
body type and are skinnier because they are conditioned for producing 
milk. Beef cows are thicker-framed because they are raised for their meat 
and convert feed into muscle. While beef cows also give milk for their 
calves, it is not as much as a dairy cow produces so the change in body 
appearance isn’t as dramatic.

Genetics also play a role in the size and 
body type of a dairy cow. Just like people, 
some are tall and some are short; some 
are skinny and some are heavier. Genetics 
vary among dairy breeds as well. For 
example, Holstein cows are larger in size 
than Jersey dairy cows. 

So when you look at a dairy cow and 
she looks skinny, it’s naturally her body 
type and breeding. It doesn’t mean she is 
not healthy or underfed. As a dairy farmer,  
it’s my goal to raise healthy, well-cared 
for cows. Healthy, happy dairy cows 
produce more milk. ■
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Mint Brownie Trifle
Servings:  20
Prep Time:  35 minutes
Cook Time:  28 minutes

Preparation:
For brownies, preheat oven to 350°.  Grease bottom 
of 9 x 13 baking pan with non-stick cooking spray. In 
a medium bowl, combine brownie mix, eggs, yogurt, 
and vegetable oil.  Stir with a spoon until well-blend-
ed. Stir in mint pieces.  Pour batter into prepared pan. 
Bake 22 to 28 minutes or until a toothpick inserted in 
center of brownies has moist crumbs attached. Allow 
brownies to cool completely. Cut into small pieces.  

For pudding, combine pudding mix and milk in a 
medium bowl. Mix according to package directions.

For topping, combine cream cheese, yogurt and con-
fectioners’ sugar in a small bowl. Beat with electric 
mixer until well blended.

For mint curl decoration, use a vegetable peeler to 
make small curls by shaving down the long edge of 
the mint.

Layer the pudding and brownies in a 3-quart trifle 
bowl in two layers. Spoon the topping over the top 
layer.  Decorate with mint curls. Cover and chill until 
ready to serve.

Ingredients
Brownies:
Non-stick cooking spray 
1/3 cup vanilla non-fat Greek-style yogurt
1 pkg. (19.5 oz.) milk chocolate brownie mix 
1/4 cup vegetable oil
2 eggs 
14 crème de menthe layered mints  
 (Andes Mints), cut into small pieces

Pudding:
1 pkg. (3.3 oz.) white chocolate  
 instant pudding mix
2 cups fat-free milk

Topping:
3 oz. Neufchâtel cream cheese 
4 tsp. confectioners’ sugar
1/3 cup vanilla non-fat Greek-style yogurt

For mint curl decoration:
6 crème de menthe chocolate layered mints (Andes)

Substitution Idea
Use 12, 4-ounce jelly jars.  Spoon one tablespoon of pudding in each jar.  Then cut 
approximately two inch square brownie and break it apart into 4-6 chunky pieces.  
Drop brownie pieces into the jar on top of the pudding.  Repeat process with one 
tablespoon of pudding and chunky brownie pieces until jar is full.  Finish with one 
tablespoon of topping and garnish with mint curl decoration.  Cover and chill until 
ready to serve.  This method yields approximately 12 servings.

Food Favorites
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Farm Country

Agronomy	Day	–	July	9	-	The Northern Illinois Agronomy Research Center 
in Shabbona will be hosting its summer Agronomy Day on Thursday, July 9. 
Join University of Illinois Extension specialists and researchers as they address 
issues pertinent to the 2015 crop growing season. 

The program begins at 9 a.m. and will finish with a noon meal provided at 
no cost. It is open to all who wish to attend and there is no registration fee. 
Certified crop adviser continuing educational units will be available. 

More than 45 individual research projects encompassing corn, soybean, 
wheat, oats and cover crops are underway. Current studies include evaluating 
crop rotations, date of planting, row spacing, plant populations, crop diseases, 
variety comparisons and crop nutrient management. Studies demonstrating 
herbicide efficacy will be signed allowing visitors to evaluate their current or 
future weed management programs side by side. 

Small	Grains	Program	–	June	18	-	Wheat and other small grains producers 
are invited to attend the 2015 Northern Illinois Small Grains Program, June 18 
at 5:30 p.m., at the Northern Illinois Agronomy Research Center in Shabbona. 

Sponsored by the Illinois Wheat Association and University of Illinois 
Extension, the small grains program will feature several presentations from 

Agronomy	Day,	Small	Grains	programs	at	research	center
Extension and university agrono-
mists, breeders and plant patholo-
gists.

Those interested in attending 
are asked to register in advance by 
contacting the Illinois Wheat As-
sociation office at 309-557-3619 
or by emailing Charlene Blary at 
cblary@ilfb.org. Registration is 
free, and the evening meal will be 
sponsored by the Illinois Wheat 
Association. 

The 160-acre Northern Illinois 
Agronomy Research Center is 
located north of Shabbona on  
University Road.

For more information, contact 
Russ Higgins at 815-274-1343 or 
email rahiggin@illinois.edu. ■

Henry Burgweger started planting 
corn in late April, waiting for the 
soils to warm up and dry out.  Then 
a constant barrage of rainfall kept 
him out of the fields for a good part 
of May.

“We didn’t turn a wheel 
for two weeks straight,” 
said Burgweger, Kirkland 
farmer. He finished his last 
field of corn on May 23.

Another bout of rainfall 
prevented him from 
getting started with soybean planting 
until the end of May. He hopes to be 
done planting soybeans in early June.

Burgweger keeps an eye on the sky 
and his rain gauges as a grain farmer 
and as a Crop Reporter for Farm 
Bureau. His rain gauges show at 
QuarterMoon Farm he has received 
about five inches of rainfall since 

Wet	spring	provokes	
planting	gaps

mid-April. He reports his weekly 
rainfall and provides crop obser-
vations for the Crop Report on 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s 
website. 

“It just goes to show Mother 
Nature has control. It’s what you put 
up with every year – both good and 
bad (weather),” said Burgweger.

This is Burgweger’s 44th crop that 
he has planted, yet he’s not especial-
ly content with the gaps in planting 
and lateness of getting the crop in the 
ground. His sense of humor helps, 

but he admits he gets nervous about 
the planting delays as well as the low 
price of corn.

On the upside of grain farming, the 
Kirkland farmer says his growing 
corn crop is “looking good.” He 
hopes for ideal growing conditions 
this summer – just the right amount 
of rainfall and sunshine. ■

After a wet spring and planting delays, 
Henry Burgweger is hoping for an ideal 
summer to boost his growing crops. 

“It just goes to show Mother Nature has 
control. It’s what you put up with every 
year – both good and bad (weather).”

Henry Burgweger, Kirkland farmer

Go to www.dekalbfarmbureau.org for the latest Crop Report, featuring 
rainfall and crop observations provided by local farmers.
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Russ Deverell
Kingston Township

Northern District Director

Adrian Plapp
Malta Township

Central District Director

Russ Deverell

Adrian Plapp

No. Years on FB Board:  7
Hometown & Occupation:  Malta, Farmer
Age:  50
Role of Farm Bureau:  To promote the interests of farmers to enable 
them to operate and innovate with the least interference possible.
Farm:  I grow corn, soybeans, oats, wheat and hay as a certified organic 
farmer and fifth-generation family farmer.
Family:  Spouse, Debra, is a teacher’s aide at Cornerstone Christian 
Academy. We have three daughters: Emily, a junior at Kansas State Uni-
versity; Kendall, a freshman at Northern Michigan University; and Claire, 
a freshman at Rochelle Township High School.
Education:  B.S. in agriculture, Iowa State University; Malta High School
Community:  DeKalb County Lamb & Wool Producers member, 
Midwest Organic Services Association Board, Glad Tidings Assembly, 
Kishwaukee Community Band, Jazz in Progress trombone
Hobbies/Interests:  Farm projects with my daughters

Russ Deverell

No. Years on FB Board:  21
Hometown & Occupation:  Kingston, Farmer
Age:  61
Role of Farm Bureau:  Represent farmers at all levels of government
Farm:  I grow corn, soybeans and wheat, and raise wean-to-market pigs. 
As a third-generation farmer, I also supply eggs to local restaurants. 
Family:  Spouse, Karen, is a Genoa-Kingston teacher. Our four adult sons 
include: Brian (Kelly), crop scout, Sycamore; Luke (Christine), veterinarian, 
Stronghurst, IA; Joe, plumber, DeKalb; Mike (Brenda), computer engineer, 
Princeton Junction, NJ; and five grandchildren.
Education:  B.S. in agricultural economics with a concentration in farm 
management, University of Illinois; A.A.S., Kishwaukee College; Genoa-
Kingston High School
Community:  Recently served on DeKalb County Board
Hobbies/Interests:  Grandchildren
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Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordi-
nator. Follow her Stray Kernels blog 
at www.straykernels.wordpress.com. 

Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

“Tack-ta! Big tack-ta, Mommy!”
My eyes are fixed on the road 

ahead. My mind is on the unfinished 
work project I left back at the office, 
tangled with thoughts of what I’m 
going to throw together for supper. 
I’m only half-hearing my two-year-
old’s mostly unintelligible chatter 
emanating from the child safety seat 
behind me.

Then it registers. “Mommy. Big 
tack-ta, Mommy! Big tack-ta!” 

Have you ever noticed how 
toddlers repeat some things over 
and over again? I think I’ve figured 
out a couple of the reasons why. 
One is that sometimes we just aren’t 
listening. Another is that often when 
we ARE listening, we can’t decipher 
what the heck they’re saying. So 
they become repetitive as a survival 
mechanism. They want to be 
HEARD, doggone it.

I can’t decide who is more excited 
when I finally hear and comprehend 
what my daughter is talking about, 
her or me. When “big tack-ta” finally 
clicks in my brain, it’s almost behind 
us. “Oh!” I exclaim, “You’re right, 
Naya—there’s a big tractor!” Her 
pleasure and relief at finally being 
heard are palpable. “Yeahhhh!”

It reminds me of “conversa-
tions” regarding food and agricul-
ture. Consumers have concerns and 
questions about food safety, animal 
welfare, environmental well-being, 

Often it seems that consumers and farmers are 
talking past each other, repeating themselves 
over and over again like toddlers without 
pausing to listen to what the others are saying.

and more. Farmers (who are also 
consumers!) are concerned about 
those exact same issues, with the 
added and overriding facet of profit-
ability. (No profit? No farm—making 
the other issues moot.) But often it 
seems that consumers and farmers 
are talking past each other, repeating 
themselves over and over again like 
toddlers without pausing to listen to 
what the others are saying.

Sometimes it’s just as hard to get 
our toddler to hear and understand 
what we are telling her as it is for her 
to get through to us. If she’s really 
upset, or we are speaking in terms 
she can’t understand, no amount of 
talking seems to sink in.

So, too, does this happen in 
dialogues about farming and food. 
Some folks are troubled by what they 
hear about agriculture, but not too 
upset to thoughtfully consider new 

data. Others are so 
angry about what 
they’ve learned that 
they are no longer 
able to take in new 
information. Some 
of the farmers who 
participate in such 

discussions are frustrated, but able 
to stay calm and respectful as they 
listen to consumer concerns and 
share their own stories. Others are so 
fed up with being misunderstood and 
maligned that they seem to stop truly 
hearing the concerns consumers are 
expressing.

My husband taught me a technique 
for sharing information with Naya 
that sometimes works. If she is upset 
about something and beginning to 
escalate from whining to howling, 
he gently takes her by the shoulders, 
looks her in the eye, and says 

something like, “Naya, listen. Wait. 
Listen to Daddy. I know you want 
to see sheep. We can’t go see sheep 
right now. Mommy is cooking supper 
and it’s raining outside. We might be 
able to go see some sheep tomorrow. 
Okay?” 

Can a technique like this work 
between consumers and farmers? 
Maybe.

It only works with our toddler if 
she hasn’t already slipped over that 
subtle line between upset and in-
consolable. If she’s just slightly 
distressed, she can be calmed. If 
she’s beyond that, it doesn’t matter 
what you say to her—a high-decibel 
crying outburst is coming.

No matter what, if we want her 
to listen, we have to acknowledge 
whatever is on her mind first. She has 
to know she has been heard before 
she can truly listen.

I know that comparing the conver-
sations between parents and toddlers 
with those between consumers and 
farmers makes for an imperfect 
analogy. But sometimes I think we 
all react more like irrational toddlers 
than we’d like to admit.

Before we can be heard, we must 
be willing to listen. Who’s gonna go 
first? ■

Everyone	wants	to	be	heard
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Farm & Food

Raw Milk:
Helpful or Hazardous?
What	is	raw	milk?

Raw milk is milk that has not 
been pasteurized. During pas-
teurization, milk is heated to 
a specific temperature for a 
minimum period of time, then 
quickly cooled.

What	is	the	purpose		
of	pasteurization?

Pasteurization dramatically 
increases food safety and shelf 
life. Pasteurizing milk or other 
products such as fruit juices kills 
potentially harmful bacteria.

In 1864, French scientist Louis 
Pasteur discovered that heating 
beer and wine killed most of 
the bacteria that caused the 
beverages to spoil or sour. By 
1950, pasteurization of milk was 
a prevalent practice in the U.S., 
leading to a dramatic reduction 
in illnesses and fatalities from 
diseases like tuberculosis, diph-
theria, typhoid fever, and bru-
cellosis (undulant fever). While 
these ailments have since been 
largely eradicated in our country, 
pasteurization remains as 
important as ever in preventing 
sickness and death from bacteria 
such as Listeria, Salmonella, 
Campylobacter and pathogenic 
E. coli O157:H7. 

In the U.S., FDA regulations 
require that pasteurized milk be 
heated to at least 145°F for  
30 minutes or 160°F for at least 
15 seconds. Some dairy products 
are pasteurized with a method 
known as “ultra-high tempera-
ture” or UHT, which heats milk 
to 280°F for at least 2 seconds. 
This process results in “shelf-
stable” milk which—when stored 
unopened in specially-designed 
packaging—has a six-month 
shelf life without refrigeration. 

Why	is	there	an	interest	in	raw	milk?
Despite safety risks, raw milk has been 

growing in popularity. This popularity centers 
largely on a number of inaccurate ideas easily 
found on seemingly reputable websites. 
However, based on substantial scientific 
evidence, the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA), and the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) state the following:
• Pasteurizing milk DOES NOT cause  
 lactose intolerance and allergic reactions.  
 Both raw milk and pasteurized milk can  
 cause allergic reactions in people sensitive to milk proteins.
• Raw milk DOES NOT kill dangerous pathogens by itself.
• Pasteurization DOES NOT reduce milk’s nutritional value.
• Pasteurization DOES NOT mean that it is safe to leave milk out of the  
 refrigerator for extended time, particularly after it has been opened.
• Pasteurization DOES kill harmful bacteria.
• Pasteurization DOES save lives. 

What	are	the	dangers?
Milk is an ideal medium for bacterial growth. This characteristic is advantageous 

when it comes to using beneficial bacteria in the making of cultured milks like but-
termilk or kefir, or dairy products like yogurt or cheese. It becomes problematic if 
the milk is contaminated with dangerous bacteria. Even clean, healthy cows can 
harbor bacteria that can cause human illness. 

Symptoms from an illness caused by contaminated raw milk include vomiting, 
diarrhea, and abdominal pain as well as flulike symptoms like fever, headache, and 
body aches. Most healthy people will recover from such illness in a short period of 
time. Some, however, will develop severe, chronic, or even fatal illness.

Shouldn’t	there	be	a	law?
Federal law dictates that raw milk cannot be sold for consumer use across state 

lines. Other laws regulating sales of raw milk vary by state. In Illinois, there are 
currently no regulations regarding raw milk sales. Illinois Farm Bureau® has been 
working with raw milk producers and the dairy industry on proposed regulations 
that would provide oversight into raw milk production and sales.

These are the currently recommended guidelines for raw milk sales in Illinois: 
• Raw milk may not be sold at retail outlets.
• Sales of raw milk must occur on the farm.
• Consumers must provide their own containers.
• Farmers cannot advertise sales of raw milk.

In short, most of the claimed benefits of consuming raw milk are misleading and 
not backed by credible science. Commercially available pasteurized milk, stored 
properly, is healthy and packed with nutrients. Drink up! ■
Sources/for more information: Fitness Reloaded, Raw Milk: Yay or Nay? (nay, nay, nay.), http://bit.ly/1H5PgT9; 
Food Safety News, Raw Milk Myths – Busted, http://bit.ly/1EIm57Y; Illinois Register – Department of Public 
Health, Notice of Proposed Amendments: Grade A Pasteurized Milk and Milk Products, http://bit.ly/1op432s; 
Midwest Dairy Association, Raw Milk Fact Sheet, http://bit.ly/1AZWsxX; U.S. Food and Drug Administration, The 
Dangers of Raw Milk: Unpasteurized Milk Can Pose a Health Risk, http://1.usa.gov/1H5P5Y6



Watch	our	corn	stalk	
turn	green	as	we	grow	
in	contributions,	on	
our	way	to	reaching	
our	$1.5	million	goal.	
Already,	we’ve	received	

over	$180,000!
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The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Founda-
tion for Agriculture is positioned to GROW – 
GROW Knowledge, GROW Understanding, 
and GROW Awareness of Agriculture. 

The Foundation’s new “Grow By Giving” 
campaign has a goal of raising $1.5 million 
over the next two years, with the help of 
Farm Bureau members and the community. 
The campaign hopes to generate funds for 
worthwhile agricultural initiatives. 

“We have a lofty goal, but believe it’s at-
tainable,” said Mark Tuttle, Farm Bureau 
Foundation President. “Funds are needed to 
continue to raise awareness and build under-
standing for agriculture.”

More specifically, campaign funds would 
be directed to projects such as ag literacy, 
community and consumer outreach, ag lead-
ership, information, agricultural heritage and 
college scholarships.

“By raising more funds we can reach out 
to more classrooms and consumers with 
positive, accurate information about farm 
and food production,” said Tuttle. “We can 
make a difference by educating others and 
improving public perception.”

The Foundation affirms the importance of 
sharing agriculture’s story and the value in 
connecting people to their source of food, 
fiber and fuel. Its mission statement is: “To 
broaden awareness and understanding of ag-
riculture through outreach and education.”

GROW Our FOUNDATION
The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Founda-

tion for Agriculture was established as a 501 
(c) (3) to accept tax deductible donations to 
fund initiatives important to agriculture and 
to create a legacy for the future of agricul-
ture.

The Foundation is a separate entity 
from the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
with its own board and directives. 
Funding earmarked for the Founda-

tion will go to Foundation 
programs and projects. Yet 
the uniqueness about the 
Foundation is its relation-
ship to the Farm Bureau 
organization that has 

been in existence for over 100 years, 
complete with a strong heritage, solid 
footing, and promise of being here 
for years to come.

What distinguishes the Farm 
Bureau Foundation from other chari-
table organizations is its core values 
are centered on agriculture. 

Please Donate - Please consider 
donating to the Farm Bureau Foun-
dation for Agriculture. The Founda-
tion is an excellent choice for chari-
table giving. Your donation will 
ensure ongoing and future efforts to 
support the Foundation’s mission. 

To discuss donation options 
contact: Mariam Wassmann,  
Foundation Administrator,  
815-756-6361, mariamwassmann 
@dekalbfarmbureau.org. ■

Foundation	for	Agriculture	Mission	Statement:	
“To broaden awareness and understanding of agriculture 
through outreach and education.”

Help	us	grow	our	Foundation	for	Agriculture!
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Allan and Ruth Aves emanate a sense of pride in the Farm Bureau  
Foundation for Agriculture. And, for good reason. Farm Bureau was  
an integral part of their farm family for so many years.

Allan Aves served as the 11th president of the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau. During his leadership era in the ‘70s and ‘80s, he spent countless 
hours working on programs that would advance agriculture, including  
developing specialty grain markets, improving markets for local meat, and 
being active in political arenas.

“Those were busy times in Farm Bureau,” stated Allan. “Farm Bureau was 
influential and progressive.”

He recalls his trips to Washington, D.C. and Springfield to lobby on behalf 
of the organization and farmers. And even a trip to Japan to meet with dig-
nitaries and establish an export market for specialty corn and food-grade 
soybeans was part of his tenure with Farm Bureau. 

“We worked hard to see that farmers earned premiums for growing specialty 
grains,” said Allan. It was during the time that Farm Bureau owned a grain 
elevator on the Illinois River in Ottawa. The organization also built a meat  
processing facility in DeKalb under Aves’ leadership. 

After 19 years of county Farm Bureau leadership, he then served on the 
Illinois Farm Bureau Board of Directors. Allan’s leadership experience also 
included being president of the American Soybean Association and serving on 
the board of directors for DEKALB. 

Ruth was supportive of Allan’s involvement in agricultural or-
ganizations all the while she was raising their family and actively 
involved in their Kirkland farm, especially maintaining records. 

She assumed her own leadership in Farm Bureau, succeeding 
Allan and son, Kevin, as a Franklin Township director on the Farm 
Bureau Board. Then, daughter-in-law, Kris, filled the director seat making it 
more than three continuous decades of Aves family leadership with the county 
Farm Bureau. 

Allan and Ruth have two daughters and two sons: Lynn (John) and Diane 
(Ron), both of Minneapolis, Minn; Kevin (Karen) and Barry (Kris), both of 
Kirkland; and seven grandchildren.

Sons, Kevin and Barry, farm on shares with Allan and Ruth. They grow corn, 
soybeans and wheat in northern DeKalb County and southern Boone County. 

“Farming has been good,” says Allan, about his lifetime in agriculture. “It’s 
changed a lot from the time I started farming to the present.” The 84-year-old 
farmer has a real appreciation for modern agriculture and its sophistication 
compared to the past. 

Over a century ago, his German grandparents established their home farm base 
on Kirkland Road, north of Kirkland. In those days they raised a variety of farm 
animals and sold homegrown products throughout the farm community.

As a third-generation farmer, Allan is cognizant of changing times 
and the fact that there are fewer farmers today. “Many don’t understand 
where their food comes from,” says Allan. Ruth agrees, “People around 
here drive by the corn fields, but city kids don’t see farming.”

Both recognize the value in 
the Farm Bureau Foundation for 
Agriculture and its mission, “to 
broaden awareness and understand-
ing of agriculture through outreach 
and education.” That’s why they 
recently established an endowment 

with the Foundation, generously 
donating $50,000.

“We’ve got to keep plugging 
away at educating others (about 
farming and food production),” says 
Allan, who now serves as a director 
on the Farm Bureau Foundation for 
Agriculture Board. 

Ruth adds, “The Foundation is 
part of the Farm Bureau family 
and we’re part of the Farm Bureau 
family, too, so it’s a natural connec-
tion.” ■

Ruth & Allan Aves

“The Foundation is part of the Farm Bureau 
family and we’re part of the Farm Bureau family, 
too, so it’s a natural connection.”

The	Aves	impart	leadership	&	generosity.
FARM BUREAU PRIDE
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Johnathan Heinsohn knows his dairy 

cows. Calling them by name he knows 

their individual habits - where he can 

find them resting or eating feed in the 

barn, what order they come into the 

milking parlor, their temperament, 

plus their pedigrees and other distin-

guishing characteristics.

It’s natural for dairy farmers to know 
their cows since they work so closely 
with them throughout the day. Another 
way they track their cows is with an 
electronic tag. The electronic tag helps 
dairy farmers know when a cow is in 
heat for breeding and also will register 
how many gallons of milk lactating 
cows produce each day.  

Johnathan is the dairy manager for 
the Heinsohn’s dairy herd named Red 
Carpet Holsteins. The name implies 
that they have top quality cows (fit 
for a red carpet). They sell offspring 
to other dairy farmers and continue 
to improve their herd by adding cows 
with excellent genetics. 

Located four miles north of Kirkland, the Heinsohn farm maintains 
a 400-cow dairy herd and as many dairy calves. It is the largest dairy 
amongst nine herds in DeKalb County.

“Having more dairy animals doesn’t mean we care less for them,” said 
Johnathan. “We actually have a higher level of care here because we have 
more employees. By ourselves, we couldn’t do it and we would never be 
able to leave the farm,” he said.

“With all three of us boys back on the farm, we can lead a normal life 
and rely on each other to do our jobs as well as our employees,” explained 
Johnathan.

Brother Gilman is the office manager who oversees records and finances 
for Walnut Grove Farms. The eldest brother is Jeff who is the crop manager 
and handles all aspects of grain farming – corn, soybeans, alfalfa, and 
wheat. Their father, Steve, is in charge of the dairy stock.

The Heinsohn brothers, now in their 30s, returned to the family farm 
after earning college degrees in agriculture. Upon their return, Grandpa 
John retired from farming and their father Steve made room for the boys 
and their management skills. 

 Milking cows is a 19-hour routine for the Heinsohns with each cow 
being milked three times a day in their double-eight parallel milking parlor 
which accommodates 16 cows at a time.

The Red Carpet Holstein herd average is about 25,000 pounds per cow 
annually. Their best cow, Ellie, was in the top 100 cows in the U.S. two 
years ago, based on TPI - total performance index. She averages about 150 
pounds of milk per day (twice the norm). 

Besides striving for good production levels, the Heinsohns also maintain 
high standards for top quality milk and therefore are paid premiums.

“We pass the premiums on to our employees as an incentive for good 
quality milk,” says Johnathan. “If we get paid well, they do too.” ►

Raising
RED CARPET
HOLSTEINS

Above: Johnathan Heinsohn
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They focus on the prevention of mastitis, 
a major endemic disease of dairy cattle. If 
detected, they use antibiotics and timely treat-
ments. Cleanliness in the barns and milking 
parlor is important in preventing mastitis, 
explains the dairy farm manager.

“When we treat a sick animal we keep that 
cow’s milk out of the system. We follow FDA 
rules and labels for withdrawal periods. We 
coordinate with our veterinarian -  protocols, 
diagnoses and usage of medicine,” said 
Johnathan.

“If we take care of our cows they take care of us,” he said.
Their milk is shipped to Dairy Farmers of America, a Dean’s plant in Huntley, 

where it is tested and inspected for quality assurance. They load their own 
tanker and ship milk every other day.
Johnathan responds to these dairy questions:

What do you want people to know about your dairy farm?  “We have 
good looking cows and we take good care of our animals.”

“At Red Carpet Holsteins we don’t use hormones such as bST (bovine  
somatotropin), but our cows naturally produce hormones.” 

“In the dairy barns we use recycled sand for bedding. While the sand is 
reused, the manure and water mixture goes into a lagoon in a nearby field 
and is eventually pumped out and the manure is applied on the farm fields for 
nutrients.” 

“One-fourth of our crops grown are fed to the dairy herd. Cows are fed corn 
silage, haylage, corn gluten and distiller’s by-products, plus minerals. Some of 
our acreage is organic certified crops.” 

What is the best part of dairy farming? “It’s not work, its life. It’s what 
you do when you wake up. I’ve been doing it all of my life.  I hope that in the 
future my children and my brother’s children will be the fifth generation of 
Heinsohn dairy farmers.”

What don’t you like about dairying? “When cows die. It’s frustrating 
losing a cow. One of our best two-year-olds died of cancer. Our cows average 
about 5 to 6 years, yet one of our oldest was 19 years.”

Do you get breaks from 
dairying? “Yes, we have breaks 
and so do our employees. We cover 
for each other. We go on vacations. 
I like to coach Hiawatha basketball 
and football so I work that into my 
schedule.”

What changes are ahead for 
your dairy farm? “We want to 
continue to get better at what we 
do. Long-term I would like to be 
Rockford’s or Chicago’s dairy. 
When you get bigger, by producing 
larger volumes of milk, you can 
sell to certain markets. Also, we 
can show consumers where their 
milk comes from and give tours.” ■

RED CARPETHolsteins

“If we take care    
 of our cows they 
 take care of us.” 

Johnathan Heinsohn

The Heinsohn Family – (from left) Pat and Steve, Johnathan and Joanna, Brooke, 
Jack and  Gilman, Bona, Greyden, Maelee, and Jeff, Marjorie and John.
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“I am grateful and honored to be a past recipient of the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Ag Discipline Scholarship. This scholarship promoted hard 
work in the classroom, pursuit of a major in agriculture, and involvement 
on campus through clubs, church and the community. The Ag Discipline 
Scholarship played a significant role in paying for college, and the Farm 
Bureau has been a major proponent of higher education. Thank you very 
much, DeKalb County Farm Bureau.”         David Drendel

Scholarships

Applications for these scholarships are available on the Farm 
Bureau website: www.dekalbfarmbureau.org.  Click on “Applica-
tion Forms” on the front page of the website. Download the appli-
cation, fill it out electronically, print and mail or deliver to the Farm 
Bureau office, along with the necessary attachments. Applications 
cannot be submitted electronically.

To qualify, students or their parents must be “M” or “A+” members 
in good standing since Sept. 1, 2013. Those students applying who 
are 22 years or older must have their own Farm Bureau membership.

Ag Discipline Scholarship - College juniors or seniors enrolled 
in an agriculture-related degree program may apply for the Ag Disci-
pline Scholarship. The scholarship is valued at $1,200.

Those college juniors who received the scholarship last year may 
reapply for the same scholarship for their senior year, providing they 
meet the program requirements.

Medical Scholarship - The Medical Scholarship program 
provides funds for students pursuing a degree with a medical disci-
pline. The scholarship is available to students studying to become 
physicians, veterinarians, optometrists, nurses, dentists, physical ther-
apists, pharmacists or other medical-related professions.

College	scholarship	apps	now	due
To be eligible, a student must currently 

be in medical school, accepted to a 
medical school or a four-year nursing 
program.

Scholarship value may vary based on 
availability of medical scholarship funds.

Morley Science Scholarship -  
The Morley Science Scholarship 
provides scholarships to students in sci-
ence-based curriculums. The scholarship 
was established in memory of Robert 
Morley, a former DeKalb science teacher.

The Morley Science Scholarship en-
courages students to pursue science-
based higher education. The $1,200 
scholarship is for juniors and seniors in 
college with science-related majors.

Baie General Scholarship - A new 
scholarship has been established with 
the Farm Bureau Foundation in memory 
of Arden and Dorothy Baie, long-time 
members of the Farm Bureau. The 
Baies shared a passion for their farming 
lifestyle and a commitment to higher 
education.

The Arden and Dorothy Baie Schol-
arship is available to college juniors 
and seniors pursuing any field of study. 
Two, $1,200 Baie Scholarships will be 
awarded to deserving students.

The general evaluation criteria for all 
of the Farm Bureau scholarships include: 
academic performance, participation in 
school, community activities, and job ex-
perience. 

For additional information, contact the 
Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361. ■

David Drendel of rural Shabbona 
received Farm Bureau’s Ag 
Discipline Scholarship during his 
junior and senior years at Iowa 
State University. He earned a 
bachelor’s degree in agricultural 
business and agronomy in May, 
2015. Currently, David is a district 
sales manager for AgRelient 
Genetics in central Illinois.

The	deadline	to	apply	for	Farm	Bureau	College	
Scholarships	is	Friday,	June	19.	

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau and its Foundation offers the 
following college scholarships – Ag Discipline, Medical, Morley 
Science, and the new Baie General Scholarship.
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Youth

Local	youth	attend	IFB	Conference
More than 500 FFA members attended the 2015 Illinois Farm Bureau® & 
Affiliates Youth Conference held recently in Springfield. “Proud Tradi-
tions, Sparking Ambitions”, the theme of this year’s conference, offered FFA 
members in their junior year of high school, a unique opportunity for career and 
personal development.

Pictured are: (front row) Hayley Larson, Indian Creek; Jackie Marco, Somonauk-
Leland-Sandwich; (second row) Jillian Diehl, Sycamore; Jenna Baker, Somonauk-
Leland-Sandwich; Matthew Davis, Hinckley-Big Rock; Kara Klemm, Somonauk-Leland-
Sandwich; (third row) Teagan Neff, Sycamore; Allison Nehring, Indian Creek; Ethan 
Plote, Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich; Dylan Youhanaie, Hinckley-Big Rock; and Cody 
Morris, president, Illinois Association FFA. ■

Apply	now	for	Robertson	
Beef	College	Scholarship

The scholarship is being presented 
by the Robertson family and the 
DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion in memory of Bernie Robertson, 
a Kirkland cattle producer who had 
a deep passion for the beef industry.  
Bernie was a staunch supporter of 
the Livestock Feeders Association 
(forerunner to the Cattlemen’s Asso-
ciation) and youth programs such as 
4-H and FFA.  

To be eligible for the scholarship, 
a student or their parent must be 
a member of the Illinois Beef As-
sociation for the past two consecu-
tive years and also a member of the 
DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion.  

Students applying must have 
recently graduated from high school 
or are currently in college pursuing 
an undergraduate degree.

The scholarship application form 
has been posted on the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau website: www.
dekalbfarmbureau.org.  Students 
should download the form from the 
front page of the website, fill it out 
electronically and then print the form 
and return it to the Farm Bureau 
office.   

The deadline to apply for this 
scholarship is Friday, July 10. For 
more information, contact Cattle-
men’s President Justin Martz, 815-
751-1506. ■

DeKalb  
County  
4-H Fair
Mark your calendar for the  
2015 DeKalb County 4-H Fair!

The General Projects Show is set 
for July 15-16 in the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Center for Agricul-
ture. This show includes confer-
ence judging of general projects and 
exhibits by 4-H members. The public 
is welcome to view the projects and 
exhibits on July 16 from 3 to 6 p.m. 

The livestock portion of the 4-H 
fair will be held July 31 – Aug. 2 at 
the Sandwich Fairgrounds. Shows 
include: hogs, sheep, poultry, goats, 
beef, dairy and horses. The fair 
concludes on Aug. 2 with the 4-H 
Blue Ribbon Livestock Auction at  
1 p.m.

Fair	entry	forms	due	
All 4-H’ers interested in entering an 

exhibit in either the DeKalb County 
4-H General Project Show or the 4-H 
Fair must complete and return an entry 
form(s) to the Extension Office by 
Monday, June 22. 

DeKalb County 4-H members 
should complete the form titled 
“General Projects Show” for projects 
such as visual arts, foods, photography 
or animal science displays. Members 
planning on showing an animal as part 
of their project need to complete the 
form titled “Livestock Shows” or the 
“Horse Show” or the “Dog Show.” 

Forms need to be returned to the 
University of Illinois Extension office 
at 1350 West Prairie Drive, Sycamore, 
IL 60178. All forms can be found at 
the University of Illinois Extension 
Boone/DeKalb/Ogle website at: web.
extension.illinois.edu/bdo/dekalb4h/ 
or at the county Extension Office. 

For more information about the 
4-H fair, contact the DeKalb County 
Extension office at 815-758-8194. ■

Applications are now available and being accepted for the Bernie Robertson 
Memorial Beef Scholarship.  The $1,000 scholarship will be awarded to a 
deserving college student from a beef family. 
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Fairdale resident Susan Meyer 
was upstairs watching television 
when she saw weather reports 
and storm warnings, early in the 
evening on April 9th. Her friend 
called and told her she should seek 
shelter. So, she went outside by her 
birdhouses to lay a ladder down 
on the ground, for fear it might be 
tossed around in a storm. She then 
checked her chicken coop and  
everything seemed to be in order. 

“There was nothing alarming 
pertaining to the weather,” said 
Susan. “It started raining.  Then the 
lightning began, which prompted 
me to go inside and turn off the 
computer upstairs.”

“Then all of a sudden the 
noise started,” Susan explains. 
“It sounded like a loud electrical 
hum.” So she crossed the room to 
go down the stairs to the basement. 
She got halfway down the stairwell 
when the windows blew out behind 
her and mud began hurling around. 

In that moment she realized her 
house was coming down. Some 
boards fell on her, but she wasn’t 
injured.

In 30 seconds it was over and the 
noise stopped.

“There was no time to be scared,” 
she said. “There were just seconds 
between my life and death.” What 
she realized then was if she had 
been further up on the staircase she 
would probably not have survived. 
The mid-section of the walls of the 
stairwell remained intact for her  
protection.

“It was like a bomb had hit and 
my house was gone,” said Susan, 
about her 100-year-old home. There 
was debris everywhere. The second 
story had collapsed into the living 
room. She looked around some more 
and saw the roof was partially gone 
and the north wall of her home was 
blown out. 

As she tiptoed through the rubble 
she noticed her dining room set was 

ok. The wine glasses in the hutch were 
still in place (how absurb, she thought). 
Her library hutch was pinned under the 
collapsed upstairs floor, but was mostly 
intact. Her armoire was in two pieces in 
the front yard. 

Unsettling to her was that her pet 
birds and chickens were gone. Later 
she would realize that most of them had 
been rescued and were being cared for.  
Also she would learn that two human 
lives had been lost in the tornado.

In another look around her property 
on the west side of Fairdale, she 
observed the majority of her trees were 
destroyed, some seared off and others 
stripped of limbs and branches. Her 
large cottonwood tree was seared off 
at about 15 feet.  A few days later the 
Samaritan’s Purse group would carve 
a cross into it and set the neighbor’s 
Madonna statue in the hollowed out 
middle. Susan would fix the broken 
Madonna, being a sculptor and artist. ►

Susan	Meyer	recollects	the	EF-4	tornado	that	destroyed	her	Fairdale	home;		
now	she’s	determined	to	rebuild	with	the	help	of	COUNTRY	Financial®	insurance.	

When Seconds Count

Standing near the remains 
of her home, Susan Meyer 
describes the impact of the 
tornado to COUNTRY Agent 
Chris Patterson.
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That evening she was taken to the 
Kirkland Fire Department for food 
and clothing and then to Rochelle 
High School to spend the night in the 
gym, a make-shift Red Cross station 
for shelter. 

The next day she woke up thinking 
about the destruction and called her 
insurance agent, Chris Patterson, 
who notified the company’s 
insurance adjustor of his client’s 
tragedy. 

“The adjustor was on site the 
day after the tornado assessing the 
damage,” said Susan. She appreci-
ated the promptness of COUNTRY 
Financial during this devastating 
time in her life. It was her first claim 
ever with the company. The adjustor 
arranged for housing at a nearby 
hotel for a few weeks and then an 
apartment, where she continues to 
reside, in Rochelle.

“I had no money, no identity, no 
cell phone, nothing. COUNTRY 
handed me a check for living 
expenses. They covered the cost of 
a rental car and then eventually I 

purchased a car. It was such a relief 
to know they were there for me,” 
stated Susan.

Others that were there for her 
and the Fairdale residents were the 
fire departments, police officers, 
county Sheriff’s Department, 
Rubicon, ComEd, and the American 
Red Cross who made sure people 
were safe and the area was secure. 
Companies and people volunteered 
their time and equipment to remove 

debris in the 
aftermath of the 
tornado. 

Now Susan 
is ready to start 
over and rebuild 
her home and 

gardens. A check from COUNTRY 
for new construction is comfort-
ing to her. COUNTRY agent Chris 
Patterson responds, “In these cata-
strophic times, we fortunately make 
things right. COUNTRY comes 
through.”

Susan has a design in mind for a 
1 ½ story house with 1,400 square 
feet, a reduction in size from her 
former two-story house. She will 
incorporate some ornate details 
and gables to remind her of her old 
home. The avid gardener will also 
rescue some of the limestone foun-
dation and rocks to recreate her 

beautiful gardens and fish pond. 
Susan worries about some of her 

neighbors who will also rebuild 
and others that may move on to 
other locations. Fairdale, popula-
tion 150, will grow and rebound 
in time but it will be different, she 
remarks. Many of the 50 homes 
were destroyed. Fairdale has been 
Susan’s hometown in northwestern 
DeKalb County for 28 years. She 
purchased the farmhouse that was 
part of the original farmstead before 
Fairdale was developed.  She owned 
a piece of history and updated and 
remodeled her home over time.  
Now it’s gone. 

“The tornado will haunt us 
forever,” said Susan. “But yet I 
haven’t felt lost or abandoned. 
People have been here and have 
been very helpful.”
Susan Meyer is a member of the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau. A few days after 
the tornado touched down in Fairdale 
she was notified that her Farm Bureau 
membership card was found 50 miles 
north, near Beloit.  It’s since been 
replaced by the county Farm Bureau. ■

“In	these	catastrophic	times,	we	fortunately	
make	things	right.	COUNTRY	comes	through.”

Chris Patterson, COUNTRY Financial agent

“It	was	like	a	bomb	
had	hit	and	my	
house	was	gone.”
Susan Meyer, Fairdale resident

Above: Susan Meyer’s home before and after the tornado struck.
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Member Benefits

The Garage Orchestra will perform 
musical selections at this year’s 
Prime Timers BBQ on Monday, July 
13.

The Garage Orchestra is a group 
of talented northern Illinois students 
who play a variety of string instru-
ments. In the summer they have 
practices in a local garage and a 
few nights in a barn. The group is 
comprised of about 50 middle school 
and high school students under the 
direction of Amanda Nelson.

The Prime Timers BBQ gets 
underway at 6 p.m. in the Farm 
Bureau Auditorium followed by the 
Garage Orchestra performance at 7 
p.m. in the theater.

Registration for the BBQ is being 
accepted at the Farm Bureau office 
through Tuesday, July 7. 

The cost of the BBQ is $8 per 
person. BBQ meal choices are : two 
pork chops or one pork chop and 
one chicken breast, plus applesauce, 
baked beans, cole slaw, roll, ice 
cream and beverage prepared by 5 
B’s Catering.

Farm Bureau “M” and “A+” 
members 55+ years are welcome to 
attend the annual BBQ and Garage 

Orchestra performance sponsored 
by the Farm Bureau Prime Timers 
Committee. ■

Garage	Orchestra	entertains	at	BBQ

Charge	it!
Farm Bureau now accepts VISA, 

MasterCard, American Express 
or Discover for credit card or 
debit card payment of trips, 
Great America tickets, discount 
movie tickets, and Foundation 
donations. Call the Farm Bureau 
office to find out more about 
credit card payments. 

Movie	Tickets
Market Square 10 discount 

movie tickets are now available 
through the Farm Bureau office.  
Members may save up to $2.25 per ticket on evening shows.

Tickets are $7.50 each and are good for any movie, even on opening day.  
Additional surcharge fees may apply to special movies such as 3-D.   

Senior citizens (60+ years) will not realize a savings with these discount 
tickets (theater price is lower).

Market Square 10, of Carmike Cinemas, is located at 2160 Sycamore Rd., 
DeKalb, near Wal-Mart. 

Call the Farm Bureau office for more details and to purchase tickets.
Great	America	Tickets

Great America discount tickets can be purchased at the 
Farm Bureau office.  Tickets are $42.50 (one day general 
admission) for ages 3 and up, which is a savings of 
$27.55.  Children 2 and under are free.  

These tickets do not include Hurricane Harbor, but are 
valid for Fright Fest. 

Parking passes are available for $25. 
Great America, located in Gurnee, is home to more than 80 rides, slides, 

roller coasters, and attractions spread across 100 acres of land, including 
Hurricane Harbor water park. 

Raging	Waves	Water	Park	TIckets
Discount tickets for Raging Waves are $25.71 for 

those over 48 inches and $21.51 for those under 48 
inches and senior citizens (includes tax and fees). 
Farm Bureau members will save $7 by purchasing 
discounted tickets online.  Parking is free.

To purchase tickets go to https://tickets.ragingwaves.com Simply enter 
the special DeKalb County Farm Bureau code dekcfb into the Discount 
Program eStore Login. Then follow instructions, make payment, and finally 
print out your tickets.

Raging Waves water park is located on Route 47 near Yorkville.  It’s 
known for its 17 slides, wave pool, and multiple kiddie areas. ■

Save	with	discount	tickets
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Fall	Farm	Bureau	Tours
Registration for these tours opens July 13.

Sept.	16	
“Boeing,	Boeing” 

at Circa 21, Rock Island. 

Sept.	19	
Galena	Fall	Festival	

Galena, IL

Registration accepted thru Aug. 20 
Oct.	22-28	

Smoky	Mountains

Trips

See the Kane County Cougars play 
ball and enjoy food and drinks from 
the rooftop deck. 

DeKalb County Farm Bureau has 
reserved the first base rooftop deck 
exclusively for Farm Bureau families 
on Friday, Aug. 21. 

Farm Bureau families will have a 
seat for the game plus access to an 
all-you-can-eat buffet with grilled hot 

Take	me	out	to	the	ballgame!
dogs, hamburgers, brats, and chicken 
breasts, along with potato salad, fruit 
salad, chips, ice cream, and assorted 
Pepsi products and bottled water. There 
also will be a cash bar with alcoholic 
beverages.

The Rooftop Deck provides an 
open-air covered patio with stadium 
seating and dining table seating. 

The Kane County Cougars, a Class 
A minor league affiliate of the Arizona 
Diamond Backs, play the Quad Cities 
River Bandits.  

On Aug. 21 it’s Stand Up to Cancer 
Night and Peanut Free Night.  The 
Stand Up to Cancer is a partnership 
with all of major and minor league 
baseball to raise funds and awareness 
for cancer research.  The Peanut Free 
Night is an annual night at the Cougars 
where the ballpark will not be selling 
any peanut or peanut-related products. 

The cost of 
this ball park 
package 
is $10 
per person 
(children 2 & 
under are free).  
Price includes game ticket, food and 
drinks from the rooftop deck. Regis-
tration is required in advance at the 
Farm Bureau office by Aug. 18 (or 
when at a capacity of 150). 

The Kane County Cougar Stadium 
is located south of the intersection of 
Rt. 38 and Kirk Road. Farm Bureau 
members are responsible for their 
own transportation. Parking is $5. 

Gates open at 5:30 p.m. Game time 
is 6:30 p.m. The buffet is open from 
6 to 8 p.m. 

After the game stay for the spec-
tacular fireworks at dusk. ■

Dueling	Pianos	at	Starved	Rock	Lodge
Don’t miss this wildly entertaining dueling piano show. This interactive 

experience will have you singing, shouting and dancing to the music. 
Farm Bureau has reserved seats for the “Dueling Pianos” show on 

Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Starved Rock Lodge in Utica.
The two pianists/vocalists will take requests; some try their best to 

stump the entertainers.
Before the musical show, you will enjoy a hot buffet lunch at the Lodge. 
Cost is $60 for members, $70 for guests. Price includes motorcoach 

transportation, lunch and the dueling pianos show. Motorcoach departs 
from Farm Bureau at 10 a.m. and returns by approximately 4:30 p.m.

This tour is open to Farm Bureau members 55+ years and is being 
sponsored by the Prime Timers Committee. ■

Lincoln	Park	Zoo	trip
We have a few openings for our 

trip to Lincoln Park Zoo on Friday, 
June 26. 

Interested Farm Bureau families 
should contact the Farm Bureau 
office, 815-756-6361, to reserve 
spaces.  Cost of the trip is $20 per 
person (children 2 and under are 
free) which covers motorcoach 
transportation from Farm Bureau to 
Chicago and return. 

The motorcoach will depart from 
Farm Bureau at 8:30 a.m. and return 
by 5 p.m. ■
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Issues & ActionIssues & ActionIssues & Action

- Ag Zoning
- Waters of the United States
- Trade Promotion Authority
- Drainage Law 

Farmers,	you	can	count	on	Farm	Bureau	to	have	your	back		
and	work	for	you	on	issues	that	impact	your	bottom	line.

- Transportation Issues
- Farm Policy
- Death Tax Repeal
- Renewable Fuel Standard

- Crop Insurance 
- Farm Bill 
- Political Influence
- Agricultural Issues

Farm	Bureau	is	there	for	you,	working	on	your	behalf	at	county,		
state	and	national	levels	representing	your	best	interests.

FARMERS... 
We’ve got your back!





Going out to eat at a family restaurant in DeKalb County?  
A historical, Farm Bureau tradition may be sitting on  
the table right in front of you.

This year marks the thirteenth annual “Food for Thought” placemat 
design competition. Each year the contest is sponsored for first through 
fifth grade classrooms within DeKalb County. 

The Farm Bureau-sponsored contest is held to encourage students 
to reflect on the role of agriculture in their everyday lives. Each grade 
level is assigned an agricultural theme that correlates with the Ag in the 
Classroom lessons, presented by Farm Bureau volunteers in February. 

Themes include: 1st grade - “If I were a Farmer,” 2nd grade - 
“Thanks to Dairy Cows,” 3rd grade - “Farm Grown,” 4th grade - “I’m 
Connected to Agriculture,” and 5th grade - “Agriculture Careers.”

With over 900 entries representing 20 schools within the county, 
this year’s contest was especially competitive. Teachers and families 
attended a special awards night held at the Center for Agriculture, 
where winners and honorable mention recipients were celebrated.

Susan Foster, second grade teacher at Shabbona Elementary, 
feels that the contest is an activity where her students can creatively 
showcase the agricultural knowledge they have gained. 

“Throughout the year students 
have enhanced their knowledge 
of agriculture through Ag in the 
Classroom lessons, books, and 
science activities,” Foster says. 
“They first spend time develop-
ing and mapping out their ideas. 
Eventually, they become excited 

Restaurants showcase ag placemats
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and feel a sense of accomplishment when 
creating and visually seeing the final 
result of their designs.”

Although this is the 13th year of 
the placemat competition, the original 
program started as a poster design 
contest in 1989. It evolved into a t-shirt 
design contest held from 1993 to 2002. 
From 2003 to the present, it has been a 
placemat design contest, resulting in the 
interactive, placemat design you may 
see in front of you at local restaurants. 
Enjoy the colorful, detailed illustrations, 
and then flip the placemat over for word 
puzzle entertainment until your meal 
arrives.

The winning placemat designs are  
in use at the following locations

Barb City Manor, DeKalb
DeKalb Moose Lodge, DeKalb

Flippin’ Eggs, DeKalb
Hillside Restaurant, DeKalb

Martha’s Kitchen, Malta
Knights of Columbus, DeKalb

Lincoln Inn Family Restaurant, DeKalb
Pokanoka’s Restaurant, Shabbona 

Taxco Restaurant, Sycamore
The Sycamore Café, Sycamore

Village Café, Shabbona ►

Ag Literacy

Above Photo: Second grade 
placemat winner Isabella Turner 
(center) of Shabbona Elementary 
visited the Village Café with her 
teacher Mrs. Susan Foster (right) to 
discuss her design with Shabbona 
restaurant owner Tim Ramo (left).
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The chairperson of 
the Farm Bureau Ag 
Literary Committee, 
Marcy Billington, (right) 
presents honorable 
mention recipients with 
their certificates. 

1st Grade
1st Place - Amanda Clark
Cortland Elementary 
Mrs. Leslie Larson, teacher

2nd Place - Isabella Wade
Waterman Elementary 
Mrs. Carla Hardenbergh, teacher

3rd Place - Ella Salopek
Cortland Elementary 
Mrs. Vicki Bock, teacher

2nd Grade
1st Place - Isabella Turner
Shabbona Elementary 
Mrs. Susan Foster, teacher

2nd Place - Charlotte Wortman
Shabbona Elementary 
Mrs. Susan Foster, teacher

3rd Place - Gracie Frohn
Shabbona Elementary 
Mrs. Michelle Kula, teacher

3rd Grade
1st Place - Charlett Marcrum
Waterman Elementary 
Mrs. Julie Lovett, teacher

2nd Place - Bella Klotz
Shabbona Elementary 
Mrs. Denise Myers, teacher

3rd Place - Lenna Hulthen
Shabbona Elementary  
Mrs. Maria Carpenter, teacher

4th Grade
1st Place - Molly Feitlich
Waterman Elementary 
Mrs. Tara Faivre, teacher

2nd Place - Jill Shotsberger
Waterman Elementary 
Mrs. Tara Faivre, teacher

3rd Place - Jolee Larson
Waterman Elementary 
Mrs. Tara Faivre, teacher

5th Grade
1st Place - Eva Hatchko
Shabbona Elementary 
Ms. Joann Pardridge, teacher

2nd Place - Lucas Woodbury
Shabbona Elementary 
Ms. Joann Pardridge, teacher

3rd Place - Brooke Probst
Shabbona Elementary 
Ms. Joann Pardridge, teacher ■

Eva Hatchko
5th Grade, Shabbona Elementary

Ms. Joann Pardridge, teacher

Molly Feitlich
4th Grade, Waterman Elementary

Mrs. Tara Faivre, teacher

Charlett Marcrum
3rd Grade, Waterman Elementary

Mrs. Julie Lovett, teacher

Amanda Clark
1st Grade, Cortland Elementary

Mrs. Leslie Larson, teacher

Ag Literacy

Placemat Contest Winners!
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Health Issues

KishHealth System announces an exciting new 
opportunity for people interested in changing 
their health through food! 

If you have thought about taking a cooking class, but weren’t 
sure where to start, or you’re wanting to purge your pantry of 
unhealthy choices, KishHealth System has a local option for 
you to get started in your new healthy lifestyle. 

Recently the health system celebrated the grand opening 
of the newly built Leishman Center for Culinary Health at 
Kishwaukee Hospital. The Leishman Center is a facility 
to educate students on choosing healthy living through 
food, corresponding with KishHealth System’s full range of 
wellness programming to improve the health and well-being 
of our entire community. 

The center provides instruction in the foods and preparation 
methods beneficial to personal health in a new 1,500- 
square-foot teaching kitchen which features main cooking 
demonstration and prep areas and four participant kitchens 
for hands-on learning experiences for students. 

Culinary instructors and registered dietitians from the health 
system lead healthy cooking classes that appeal to all ages 
and skill levels. ■

Upcoming Ingredients for 
Healthy Living Programs 

Mason Jar Meals
June 18, 6 - 8 p.m., $15

Eat to Beat: Pain and Inflammation
June 22 & 29, 6 - 8 p.m., $30

Garden-to-Kitchen Club 
June 26, 10 a.m. - noon, $15 

Healthy Snacking
June 29, 1 - 2 p.m., Free 

Kids Cooking Camp
July 13, 14 & 15, 10 a.m. - noon, $30 

Teen Cooking Camp
July 28, 29 & 30, 10 a.m. - noon, $30 

Garden-to-Kitchen Club
July 31, 10 a.m. - noon, $15

Registration is required for these 
classes. Please call 815-748-8962  
or visit www.kishprograms.org.

Healthy Cooking
Leishman Center for Culinary Health 
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Rural well water testing 
for commonly used  
ag chemicals
by Heidelberg Laboratories
Pick up water kit – Aug. 17-21
Cost: $85
A Farm Bureau membership  
service for rural members ■

Meet	a		
Farmer	at		

Brookfield	Zoo
Visitors to Brookfield Zoo will 

get to meet a real farmer and 
have some fun with farm-related 
activities this summer.

Chicago’s Brookfield Zoo will 
host Summer Nights sponsored 
by Illinois Farm Bureau and 
Meijer. Farm Bureau’s spon-
sorship originated from the 
Food for Thought group, which 
consists of DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau and 14 other county 
Farm Bureaus.

Summer Nights will be held 
on Friday and Saturday nights 
from now to Aug. 8. The activi-
ties begin at 4 p.m. and end at 
9 p.m. 

A Farm Bureau tent will be 
displayed each night and will 
feature a barn scene and tractor 
peek boards, a trivia spin wheel, 
and children will receive an, “I 
met a farmer today,” sticker.

A series of signs with a 
message about the food Illinois 
farmers produce also will be 
displayed around the zoo.

Other activities include live 
entertainment, crafts, food, beer 
and wine gardens and laser light 
shows.

Some DeKalb County farmers 
will be participating in the 
Summer Nights on Friday,  
Aug. 7. ■

The exhibit will feature farm fun 
for the kids in an interactive area. 
Children can dress up like a farmer, 
harvest crops, get a whiff 
of farm smells and enjoy 
matching livestock, plus 
other fun activities. 

Also showcased in the 
exhibit will be DeKalb 
County agricultural 
history and information 
on the value of farm and 
food production to the 
local economy.

Join the Museum on 
Tuesday, June 23 for the 
opening of agriCUL-
TURE from 4 to 6 p.m., 
free to the public. 

Some exhibit resources 
are being provided by the DeKalb 
Area Agricultural Heritage Associa-
tion and the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau. 

The ag exhibit will be at the 
museum through Oct. 12. The 
museum is open Tuesdays through 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Conserv FS, Inc. is looking for quality individuals to join their 

team. They currently have opportunities for:
• Propane Delivery Specialists
• Operators and Custom Applicators
• Seed Specialist
In addition, they are always looking for seasonal part time help in 

spring and fall. 
If interested in learning more, please visit www.conservfs.com 

or send resume to jobs@conservfs.com.
Conserv FS, Inc. is an equal opportunity employer with Service 

Centers throughout Northeastern Illinois and Southeastern 
Wisconsin. 

See	new	ag	exhibit		
at	Sycamore	museum

Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Admission fee is $8 for adults; 
children 12 & under and seniors  

pay $5.
The Midwest Museum 

of Natural History is 
located on Route 64, in 
downtown Sycamore. 

Night	at	the	Museum	
for	Farm	Bureau	
Families

DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau members and 
their families are invited 
to a Night at the Midwest 
Museum of Natural 
History in Sycamore on 
Friday, Sept. 18. 

Farm Bureau is hosting 
this free evening for members, from 
6 to 9 p.m.  Members and their 
families are welcome to browse the 
many animal exhibits and see the 
new agricultural exhibit. 

Interested members should register 
by calling the Farm Bureau office, 
815-756-6361, in advance. ■

The Midwest Museum of Natural History is excited to announce 
their newest rotating exhibition, agriCULTURE, opening June 23. 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church in rural Hinckley 
is celebrating its 150th anniversary. It is the 
oldest Lutheran Church Missouri Synod in 
DeKalb County, according to county records.

The first congregational service was held 
on Good Friday, April 14, 1865, the same day 
President Lincoln was assassinated. The service 
was held at Hartman’s Public School House and 
was led by Rev. John Strieter. The newly formed 
church was named Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran 
Congregation of Squaw Grove Township and its 
members were German immigrants. 

At first the services were in traditional German 
language and then by 1941 they changed to English 
language services. 

Today, the 400 parishioners have a deep apprecia-
tion for their beautiful country church and heritage 

In Our Community

“During school, when the 
teacher went home for lunch the 
older kids would watch over the 
younger ones (at the one-room 
church school). We would roller 
skate in the church basement  
and play outdoor games.” 
Nancy Thomas Waldschmidt 
Kuppler

- now in its sesquicentennial year. Pastor Chris Navurskis is 
the 14th clergyman to serve Immanuel.

 “I went to the church’s 
parochial school all eight 
years. We would get there 
by horse and buggy. My 
grandfather, the Reverend 
Frederick Kroeger, was 
the seventh pastor at 
Immanuel.”  
Wilma Kahle Kastler

 “My grandfather, August, took his horse and wagon to Batavia 
and hauled stones back for the church’s foundation in 1901. We 
had outgrown our first church (erected in 1873) so they built a 
new one. The church also built two school buildings for Christian 
day school, which we attended.”   Hank Wassmann  ■

“My Great-Aunt Nora was an organist and played the organ. It 
was a pump organ, in the days before electricity, so her younger 
brother was in the basement in charge of pumping the organ 
while she played. After the sermon Nora couldn’t figure out why 
the organ wasn’t playing music so she sent her older brother to 
the basement to resolve the problem only to find the younger 
brother had fallen asleep during the sermon.”  
Donna Kopfer Rompf Carlson

“I remember when the men sat on the west side of the church and 
women and kids sat on the east side….until about 1940. I also 
remember when only men could vote at the voter’s meetings and 
they smoked cigars.”  Carl Wassmann

These five Immanuel Lutheran members have spent their faith-baseThese five Immanuel Lutheran members have spent their faith-baseThese five Immanuel Lutheran members have spent their faith-baseThese five Immanuel Lutheran members have spent their faith-based lifetime with the church in rural Hinckley 
and are proud to be part of the 150th anniversary celebration. They are: Nancy Kuppler, Hank Wassmann, and are proud to be part of the 150th anniversary celebration. They are: Nancy Kuppler, Hank Wassmann, and are proud to be part of the 150th anniversary celebration. They are: Nancy Kuppler, Hank Wassmann, and are proud to be part of the 150th anniversary celebration. They are: Nancy Kuppler, Hank Wassmann, 
Wilma Kastler, Carl Wassmann and Donna Carlson, shown in front of the church’s beautiful stained glass Wilma Kastler, Carl Wassmann and Donna Carlson, shown in front of the church’s beautiful stained glass Wilma Kastler, Carl Wassmann and Donna Carlson, shown in front of the church’s beautiful stained glass Wilma Kastler, Carl Wassmann and Donna Carlson, shown in front of the church’s beautiful stained glass 
windows (another stained glass church window appears on oppositwindows (another stained glass church window appears on oppositwindows (another stained glass church window appears on oppositwindows (another stained glass church window appears on opposite page). They also are members of the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau and have farm backgrounds. 

Members who have been affiliated with the church during their lifetime of 75+ years share some of their fondest memories. 
These five parishioners were baptized, confirmed and some of them married at Immanuel Lutheran on Lee Road.
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Center	for		
Agriculture	News

Arndt,	Aves	Receive		
Farm	Credit	Scholarship

Katie Arndt of Malta and Kelly 
Aves of Kirkland are recipients of 
the 2015 First Choice Agriculture 
Scholarship from 1st Farm Credit 
Services.

Arndt, a senior at DeKalb High 
School, is the daughter of Ed and 
Darla Arndt. She has been active 
in 4-H and FFA.

Aves, a senior at Hiawatha High 
School, is the daughter of Barry 
and Kris Aves. She has been active 
in 4-H, FFA and dance team.

1st Farm Credit Services 
recently announced the 24 recipi-
ents of the $1,500 scholarship, 
which supports students who are 
pursuing a higher education in an 
agriculture field or a degree that 
will contribute to the quality of 
rural life.

In the fall, Arndt plans to attend 
Iowa State University to study 
agriculture education. She hopes 
to teach high school in the rural 
Midwest and be an FFA advisor.

Aves plans to attend the Univer-
sity of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
to study crop sciences. She hopes 
to be a researcher working with 
plant genes. ■

FCS	Gifts	Continue	for	5th	Year
A fifth year of support continues for groups dedicated to agriculture education, youth 

and leadership donations through 1st Farm Credit Services Donor Advised Fund. 
To date, $569,500 has been distributed to 20 organizations. The association 

announced recently $125,000 from the fund will be distributed to 16 groups in 2015. 
The 1st Farm Credit Services Donor Advised Fund through the IAA Foundation was 

created in 2010. The association has provided $1.25 million to the fund.  
The groups and programs funded in 2015 include: 
• University of Illinois –   for education through the Department of Agriculture
• Illinois State University –  for education through the Department of Agriculture
• Western Illinois University  –  for education through the Department of Agricul-

ture
• Northern Illinois University’s School for Local Food Planning and Technical As-

sistance Program – for local food production education
• John Wood Community College – Developing agriculture education programs
• Chicago High School for Agricultural Sciences – for education and leadership de-

velopment
• Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom –  for enhancing student & teacher ag literacy
• Illinois Ag Leadership Foundation –  for leadership development
• Illinois FFA –  for education and leadership development
• Illinois 4-H –  for education and leadership development
• AgrAbility Unlimited –  for farm safety education and accessibility assistance
• Cook County Farm Bureau Foundation – for engaging urban youth in ag education 

experiences
• Annie’s Project - for empowering farm women to be better business partners 

through education networks
• Illinois Agri-Women: Women Changing the Face of Agriculture – for leadership 

development for young women
• Good Food Business Accelerator – for local food production education
• Illinois Harvest Dinner – for consumer education of production agriculture ■
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ARC	and	PLC	Acreage	
Maintenance

Producers enrolled in Agri-
culture Risk Coverage (ARC) 
or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
must protect all cropland and 
noncropland acres on the farm 
from wind and water erosion 
and noxious weeds. 

Producers who sign 
ARC county or individual 
contracts and PLC contracts 
agree to effectively control 
noxious weeds on the farm 
according to sound agricul-
tural practices.  If a producer 
fails to take necessary actions 
to correct a maintenance 
problem on a farm that is 
enrolled in ARC or PLC, the 
County Committee may elect 
to terminate the contract for 
the program year. ■  

2014	Acreage	Reporting	Dates
Producers are reminded to report their crop acreage as soon 

as they finish planting.  The final day to certify your crops 
is July 15.  Please call the office at 815-756-3234, ext. 2, to 
make an appointment.  Walk-ins without appointments will be serviced as time allows. 

If you are operating a new farm for crop year 2015, FSA will need a copy of the 
lease before they can add you to the farm.  If you have purchased a new farm in crop 
year 2015, the office will need a copy of the recorded deed for proof of ownership. ■

COC	(FSA)	Committee	Elections
June 15 through Aug. 3 is the period for nominating farmers and ranchers as candi-

dates for the local COC election.  FSA encourages all eligible producers to nominate 
themselves, or an eligible producer to run for office.   

Nomination forms (FSA-669A’s) are available:
• At www.fsa.usda.gov/elections, scroll down to the links under “Election 

Materials” and click “2015 Nomination Form”
• By picking up FSA-669A at your local FSA office
• By calling your local office and requesting FSA-669A be sent to you.
The 2015 County Committee election for DeKalb is comprised of the following 

townships:  Shabbona, Clinton, Squaw Grove, Paw Paw, Victor, Somonauk and 
Sandwich.

For more information phone the Farm Service Agency at 815-756-3234, ext. 2. ■

Success	with	Cover	Crops
Paths to successful cover crops in northwestern Illinois 

will be the focus of a summer workshop. Offered at two 
locations, the workshops will feature discussions lead  
by University of Illinois Extension, IL Council of Best  
Management Practices, and local practitioners. 

“Successful Cover Crop Strategies for Northwest 
Illinois” will be presented June 30, 6 – 9 p.m. in  
Freeport and July 1, 9 a.m. - noon in Shabbona.    
Topics will include:

• Reasons for  Considering Cover crops
• Northern Illinois Cover Crop Research 
• Working Cover Crops, Opportunities for Livestock 

Feeding
• Putting Cover Crops in the Crop Plan: Herbicide, 

Timing and Management Concerns
• Local Practitioner Panel (farmers/applicators) 
The June 30 workshop will be held 6 -9 p.m. at 

Highland Community College Student Conference 
Center, H210 (use parking lot A), 2998 W. Pearl City 
Road, Freeport. The July 1 workshop will be 9 a.m. to 
noon at the Northern Illinois Agronomy Research  
Center, Shabbona. 

Pre-registration for the free workshop is encour-
aged to insure seating and materials.   Register for the 
Freeport workshop at web.extension.illinois.edu/jsw/ 
or by calling 815-235-4125. Register for the Shabbona 
workshop at web.extension.illinois.edu/bdo/ or 
calling 815-732-2191. ■

Local	Food/Fun	on	DeKalb	County	Farm	Stroll
Have you ever wondered how local orchards produce 

such delicious apples? Or how shepherd dogs are trained 
to round up sheep? Or where all those beautiful vegetables 
at the farmers market are actually grown? We have a free, 
family-friendly event to satisfy your local food cravings 
and curiosities!

On Sunday, July 19 from 11a.m. to 5 p.m., University 
of Illinois Extension will host the DeKalb County Farm 
Stroll, a self-guided driving tour of a dozen highly-diver-
sified family farms, all open to the public on one big day.  
There will be farm tours, demonstrations, and of course 
fresh local food sampling and sales.

The farms participating in the Farm Stroll raise veg-
etables, bedding plants, apples, bees, lamb, wine grapes, 
sweet corn, pumpkins, trees, berries, and so much more!  
Just choose which farms you want to see and create your 
own route using the map and brochure provided.  

The Farm Stroll is free, but bring some cash for prepared 
foods or to stock up on local, farm-fresh products.

Follow DeKalb County Farm Stroll on Facebook for up-
to-the-minute information, maps, and spotlight features 
on each farm: www.facebook.com/dekalbcofarmstroll 
or contact the University of Illinois Extension at 815-732-
2191. ■
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Somonauk
Summer Fest – July 25-26
Parade – July 25 at 10 a.m.;
Bags tournament; beer garden;  
food vendors; flea market 
vil.somonauk.il.us

Sycamore
Steam Power Show  
& Threshing Bee 
Aug. 13-16
The Taylor Marshall Farm,  
27707 Lukens Rd., Sycamore
7 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily
www.threshingbee.org

Waterman
Waterman Lions Summerfest &  
Antique Tractor & Truck Show  
July 18
Lion’s Park
Craft show/flea market; train rides;  
petting zoo; magic show; beer garden;  
live music; Tractor & Truck Parade of 
Power - noon; Tractor/pedal pull – 1 p.m.
www.watermantractorshow.com

Cortland
Cortland Summer Fest 
Aug. 14-15
Cortland Community Park
Friday, Aug. 14 – 6 p.m. to midnight; 
Saturday, Aug. 15 – noon to midnight;  
Kids activities; live bands; beverage 
garden; food vendors; 14th – fireworks  
at dusk; 15th – car show
www.cortlandil.org

DeKalb
Corn Fest – Aug. 28-30
Downtown DeKalb on Lincoln Highway 
between 1st and 4th Streets
Live Music:  Friday – 5:30-11 p.m.;   
 Saturday – noon-11 p.m.;  
 Sunday – noon-6 p.m.; Free to  
 public, $5 admission fee to  
 soundstage area. 
Corn Boil: Saturday – 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.;  
Beer garden: Friday – 5-11:30 p.m.;   
 Saturday – noon–11:30 p.m.;  
 Sunday – noon-6 p.m.;  
Carnival: Friday – 3-11 p.m.;  
 Saturday – 11 a.m.–11 p.m.;  
 Sunday – 11 a.m.– 6 p.m.;  
Auto Fest, Saturday –  
 8 a.m.–3:30 p.m.;  
Bags Tournament on Saturday.
www.cornfest.com

Kingston
Kingston Fest – July 18
Kingston Township Park
11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Kardboard Regatta begins at 3:30 p.m.
www.villageofkingston.org

Kirkland
Kirkland Lion’s Club  
Annual 4th of July  
Celebration – July 2-4
Kirkland Park, South 3rd Street
Rides; food stands;vendors;  
pedal pulls; fire department  
water fights; live music; Car &  
Tractor Show; bags tournament;  
Parade – Saturday, July 4 at 11 a.m. 
followed by pork chop BBQ at noon; 
Fireworks – Saturday, July 4 at  
9:30 p.m.
www.kirkland4thofjuly.com

Sandwich
Sandwich 4th of July Celebration 
Sandwich Fairgrounds 
Parade on Saturday, July 4 at 10 a.m.;  
Fire department water fights;  
Fireworks on Sunday, July 5 at dusk 
www.sandwichparkdistrict.org

Shabbona
Hometown Festival – July 4th
Main Street Parade at 10 a.m.
Carnival rides; magic shows;  
music & games; arts & crafts;  
food vendors
www.shecevents.com

Check out these local 
Summer Festivals!



Better grass starts with better seed.  
That’s why our customers, whether it’s  

your neighbor or the Chicago Cubs, turn to  
Legend Professional Turf Grass Seed.

Professionals trust the experts at  
Conserv FS to get the correct materials needed 

to get the job done, so why wouldn’t you?  
Spend less time maintaining  

and more time enjoying!

Need any of the following items?  
We’ve got them!



DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178


