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Curt Burket
Sandwich

815-786-2209

Dean Miller
Genoa 

815-784-6688

David Gingerich
Genoa

815-784-6688

Chris Patterson 
Sycamore

815-758-4540

Dan Howes
Sycamore

815-756-3377

Craig Popp
Sycamore

815-756-9536

Steve Klopfenstein
Shabonna

815-824-2920

Mike Shipley
Sycamore

815-756-3377

Kathleen Martin 
Sandwich

815-786-6584

Gavin Wilson
DeKalb

815-748-7064

Brian Kozumplik
Sycamore

815-787-3299

What would you miss the most?

1214-580HO 

If you weren’t here tomorrow, you’d miss a lot. But what you may miss most is not being there to protect 
your family. Life insurance is an easy and affordable way to protect them, no matter what happens.

Policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Casualty Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

Call a COUNTRY Financial® Representative to find out more!
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Mark Tuttle is a 4th generation farmer 
from Somonauk and president of the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Connecting to You

Reaching	Out
Consumers come from all walks of life.  And the challenge of connecting with 

consumers on issues of importance to agriculture can sometimes be daunting.  But 
as farmers and as a Farm Bureau, we must continue to reach out and address farm 
and food issues with consumers.

For Farm Bureau members, we reach out through our member publication, 
Connections.  Each month we share agriculture’s story with over 6,500 members.

For the general public, we provide information through our Farm Bureau 
website (www.dekalbfarmbureau.org), blog or Ag Literacy Facebook page.  
Through these means and others, we continue to share our story and inform 
consumers of what we do in agriculture and how it benefits society as a whole.

Last month your organization, through its volunteers, reached nearly 3,200 
students in local schools educating them about agriculture. What a great effort by 
our members!

Also in February, your leaders had the opportunity to meet with legislators 
while in Springfield and challenge them to address issues that not only impact 
agriculture but the State of Illinois’ fiscal condition. Furthermore, we are building 
partners with the help of Illinois Farm Bureau; this summer we will be reaching 
out to our urban friends at Brookfield Zoo.

It all takes time.  But it is time well spent to successfully educate those that 
have questions and concerns. As a member, I urge you to share your passion of 
agriculture with those around you. ■
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Life	lessons	in	raising	calves
Young calves are at the top of my list of farm 

animals. Because they are so darn cute! We raised 
dairy calves and then beef calves. 

Bringing cows into the maternity pen and watching 
the birthing process was pretty special. I enjoyed 
seeing momma cow deliver her newborn. After 
delivery, she would clean her off with a good tongue 
licking. It wasn’t long before her calf would attempt 
to stand up.  Practically all legs, it made for a few 
giggles watching the young thing wobble.  Then, 

much to her momma’s relief, she finally stood. The longer she stood the more stable she 
became. Finally, she walked and figured out her main supply of nourishment.

It was the “other” times during calving that weren’t so pleasant. The times when the 
cow had trouble delivering her calf and we had to assist in order to save the calf and 
sometimes even the cow. Breached calves were tough. Larger than normal-sized calves 
were a challenge. I remember helping Dad a few times with deliveries. Really difficult 
deliveries resulted in an emergency call to the veterinarian hoping “doc” would make it in 
time. 

We hated to lose calves or cows. But it happened once in a while. It’s a tough lesson to 
learn as a young farm kid and still disheartening as an adult.  But you realize that it’s part 
of raising farm animals.

I fed quite a few calves back in the day. Most of those calves became cows. They were 
part of our farm and we treated them well…..like one of the family.  ■
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Calendar
April
April 6  

“Jacqueline Kennedy”  
History Portrayal by Leslie Goddard 

Prime Timers Luncheon 
12-Noon 

$6, RSVP by March 31

April 7 
Election Day 

VOTE! 
Polls open 6 a.m. – 7 p.m.

April 19 
“Dr. Norman Borlaug -  

Hunger Fighter” 
By Dr. Charles Krull 

7 p.m.

May	
May 4 

“Folk Songs of the  
Great Lakes Region” 

By Lee Murdock 
Prime Timers Luncheon 

12-Noon 
$6, RSVP by April 28

May 19-20 
Shipshewana Trip 
Shipshewana, IN 

Register soon at the FB Office

May 25 
Memorial Day 

Farm Bureau Office closed

Meetings held at the Center for 
Agriculture unless otherwise  
noted.  For most meeting  
reservations contact the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau  office,  
815-756-6361.

On Prairie Drive
       Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Visit us on the web:
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org 

Follow us on facebook:
facebook.com/dekalbfarmbureau.aglit

Find	the	soybean	and	win!
Let’s see if you can find the soybean (resembling the one above) in this 

month’s issue of our magazine and be eligible to win a prize. 
Email your answer to connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 

815-756-6361, by April 3 for your chance to win. 
When responding by email, the subject line of your message should 

read, “I found the soybean” and the body of your message must include 
the page number and exact description of the location of the soybean 
on that page. You will also need to include your name, address, phone 
number and age in the email.

Correct answers will be put into a drawing and one winner will be 
drawn to receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the soybean contest was Kaylyn Nehring 
of Shabbona. The soybean was hidden on page 28 in the photo with 
Karrigan Cowan, upper right corner, in the picture frame. ■

Send magazine comments to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
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Some say DeKalb County is a 
collar county of Chicago. We 
beg to differ. Look around and 
you’ll see plenty of farms and 
farmland. 

It’s a fact: 88% of the land base 
in the county is classified as 
FARMLAND, comprising 370,772 
acres.

DeKalb County has some of the 
best soils for growing corn and 
soybeans and the land is consid-
ered prime farmland. 

Farms throughout the county 
generate millions in sales of 
agricultural products annually. 
Agriculture contributes signifi-
cantly to the county’s economic 
well-being. ■

88% of the land  
is FARMLAND

We’re	still	a		
Farming	County
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Calving &
Lambing Season

Foster	Calves
Foster Family Cattle plans for about 60 newborn beef 

calves each year at their Maple Park farm. Brock Foster 
says they breed their cows so they give birth in February 
and March, a good timeframe for the following year’s 
show circuit.

The Fosters – Chip and Dea, and sons Kyle and Brock 
– sell about 10 percent of their newborn calves as show 
calves. They sell them to local youth or steer jocks who 
in turn sell them to young people in the market for beef 
calves to show.

The rest of the calves are raised for seedstock (heifers, 
for breeding), and the remainder are sold privately to 
customers for freezer beef meat. 

Newborn	calves	
and	lambs	are	the	
newest	crop	raised	
on	local	farms.	

You know spring is just around the corner 
when you see a newborn calf or lamb. 
Livestock farmers welcome the birth of these 
young animals– growing their herds and 
flocks – and taking care of animals.

Brock oversees the cow-calf herd. He says, “There’s 
something new every day with cattle. I especially enjoy 
caring for and working with the animals.”

The young cattleman grew up raising and showing beef. 
His biggest achievement was winning Grand Champion 
Steer at the Illinois State Fair in 2006. Now he hopes to 
sell calves to young 4-H members that will do well and 
win some shows. As a matter of fact, one did win Reserve 
Supreme Champion Heifer at the Iowa Beef Expo last 
month.

Calving is one of Brock’s favorite times. He has video 
cameras mounted in the barn so he can monitor birthing 
from the Foster home, at all times of day or night to make 
sure the cow does not have any complications. If the cow 
does, Foster family members will assist with delivery. 

Newborns receive vaccinations to prevent e.coli and 
scours, and selenium, a mineral supplement. The Fosters 
use iodine to disinfect the calf’s navel and also place a tag 
in its ear for identification. 

The newborn calf and cow are housed in a maternity pen 
in the barn for a few days before being moved to another 
pen, barn or open lot. Calves nurse from the cow, getting 
the necessary colostrum (mother’s milk), and after 5-6 
months are weaned. The cows and calves are turned out to 
pasture during the summer months. ►

Brock Foster expects to have about 60 newborn beef calves by 
the end of this month on his family’s farm. 
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Every day Brock walks through the pasture/pens to 
make sure their animals are healthy and eating well. The 
pasture-fed cattle graze on legumes while feedlot cattle are 
fed a ration of corn, hay, protein and silage. 

The Fosters raise Simmentals, Angus, Maine and 
crossbred calves. They have one of the largest cow-calf 
herds in the county, with 135 cows and calves. 

Slutz	Lambs
It’s lambing season at the Slutz farm. Their young 

Shropshire lambs are raised primarily as breeding stock 
(ewes, rams) and also as market lambs (wethers). 

They show both ewes and market lambs at fairs. The 
newborns will be old enough to show in about five months 
for this summer’s county and state fairs. 

The Slutz’s have been quite successful showing 
champion breeding and market lambs. Their most recent 
success was winning grand champion ewe at the national 
show in Louisville, Kentucky. 

Brad, Carol, Jaedyn 
and Drake Slutz enjoy 
showing, raising and 
caring for their lambs. 
They have a flock of 
about 100 sheep at 
their homestead in rural 
Maple Park and their 
City Limits Family 
Farm in LaMoille.

Their Shropshire 
sheep are black faced 
and considered a meat 
breed of sheep.  “That 

means they characteristically are known for producing 
a higher quality of meat, based on good muscling and 
better feed efficiency,” says Brad. “On the other hand, 
white-faced sheep are known as a wool breed of sheep – 
for producing a better quality of wool.”  

Newborn lambs provide a special level of excitement 
for children Jaedyn and Drake. They claim their lambs, 
name them, and get quite attached to the young ewes and 
ram lambs. They take special interest in “Teacup” one of 
the smallest of their young set of twin lambs.

When lambs are born, Brad and Carol wipe them dry, 
remove mucous, and then give them vaccines to prevent 
pneumonia and scours, and also disinfect their navels. 
They weigh the newborns and tag them for identification. 
The lambs are fed colostrum (ewe’s milk) by the bottle to 
ensure a healthy start.  Then, they are returned to the ewe 
for more colostrum.

Lambs are weaned at 60 to 75 days, says Brad. At that 
time they are penned with other lambs of similar ages 
and consume a lamb starter feed mix of protein, corn and 
oats. As they grow older the feed ration changes slightly, 
adjusting their protein-based diets based on their age and 
feeding requirements.

The Slutz’s keep most of their lambs for breeding;  
their ewes are 6-8 years old. They sell some of their 
lambs to a Greek market in Chicago for Easter; others are 
sold at auctions /market. ■

About Beef Calves
• A beef cow gives birth to usually one calf.
• A newborn calf weighs 60-100 lbs.
• A calf is weaned from the cow at 6-10 months of age.
• Beef cattle are ready for market at a weight of  

1,200-1,400 lbs. or at 18-22 months of age.
• Heifer – a female calf; Cow – a female that has given 

birth to a calf; Steer – a castrated beef male; Bull –  
a beef male.

About Lambs
•  A ewe may give birth to 1-3 lambs.
• Newborn lambs weigh 8-16 lbs.
• A lamb is weaned from the ewe at 2-3 months of age.
• Sheep are ready for market at a weight of 135 lbs., or  

at 6-9 months of age.
• Lamb – a young sheep; Ewe – a female that has given 

birth to a lamb; Wether – a castrated male sheep;  
Ram – a male sheep.

Drake Slutz holds his favorite lamb, Lightning.



John Diedrich, Sycamore farmer

Until	We	Meet	The	Sky		
As a farmer I have always been keenly 

aware of where our earth meets the sky.  
Each of my fields has its own identity in 
terms of touching the horizon.  

My experience as a private pilot reflects 
each field as a fresh landing strip, an 
unspoiled runway of departures and landings 
with the various seasons and the crops I 
choose to plant.  It has been noted that as 
farmers we will plant and harvest a finite 
number of crops in our lifetimes.  To ac-
knowledge this is to embrace our own 
mortality.

At the age of 63 I am grappling with this 
reality and praying for the courage to accept 
and celebrate my earnest efforts to prosper 
on the farm.

My father met this same challenge with 
an unwavering love of both the land and his 
family that farmed it.

As I write this column Dad is preparing 
to take his final flight from this earth.  After 
89 years he will now be able to shake 
hands with that space of blue that he has so 
admired. The love of the sky as seen through 
the eyes of both a farmer and a pilot was his 
passion.  

He shared a dream with me several years 
ago and I was so moved that I wrote it down.  
I find it very timely.

My Father’s Dream -  Jan. 26, 2007 - Dad is having a meal in a res-
taurant and sees that there is snow all around outside.  He suddenly 
realizes that someone is lost – perhaps a card club friend.  He then 
leaves his meal in progress, making sure he paid even though he hasn’t 
time to finish. He is going to find that lost person.

Parked just outside the restaurant, a young neighbor boy sits in a 
bright blue low-wing airplane.  The boy’s father sternly tells him not 
to do anything. The boy only looks straight ahead and throttles up the 
plane with Dad in the backseat.  

The sky is gorgeous and turning to a deep blue overhead.  The open 
cockpit plane begins to taxi on the only clear road that is lined on both 
sides by high piles of snow and tall pine trees.  Suddenly, there are 
power poles on each side and Dad is nervous about hitting them on 
take-off.

They liftoff and Dad and the boy are flying over a pure white earth 
that is floating in the purest, deepest blue he has ever seen.  Dad is 
inexplicably aware of the nirvana that surrounds them and begins to 
question its very existence.  

He then abruptly wakes up.  He struggles to return to the dream, but 
to no avail.

My father told me that this dream had become a part of his essence 
and that he was able to return to that feeling of peace and beauty when 
he needed relief.  

I sat with Dad recently and read him the dream once again.  He 
nodded his head “yes” when I asked him if it still brought him peace 
and we prayed together that his journey into the bluest sky would end 
with a soft landing into the arms of 
the family that awaits him in heaven.  

God speed to you, Dad, on this 
your final solo flight.  Its flaps up – 
throttle full ahead – Until You Meet 
The Sky. ■

John’s father lifted off,  
surrounded by family, for 
his final flight on his 89th 
birthday Sunday, Feb. 22.
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Better	Farms,	Better	Food
Today’s farms are far more efficient than they were 50 years ago. Farmers are producing more 
food and safer food today using fewer natural resources and fewer inputs. Going back to farming 
practices a half a century ago wouldn’t benefit the environment or the population.
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Master	Gardeners		
Hort	Help	Desk

Open mid-April thru mid-October
Stop by the DeKalb County Extension Office  

or phone 815-758-8194  
or email uiemg-dekalb@illinois.edu

1. Monarch caterpillar feeding on milkweed  
2. Emerald ash borer 
3. Monarch butterfly on Mexican sunflower  
4. Blood root, early spring wildflower

1

Photos courtesy of Ron Johnson

2

3 4

Master Gardeners Lidia Vitello and Rod McQueen are shown 
identifying an emerald ash borer problem for a client at the Hort 
Help Desk.

Master Gardeners
Hort Help Desk

Open mid-April thru mid-October
Stop by the DeKalb County Extension Office 

or phone 815-758-8194 
or email uiemg-dekalb@illinois.edu
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Ron Johnson, University of Illinois Extension 
DeKalb County Master Gardener

Got	a	plant	problem?		
Call	the	Horticulture	Help	Desk

One of several DeKalb County Master Gardeners’ projects is the Hort Help 
Desk (HHD). The HHD has been providing University of Illinois Extension 
research based answers to questions from gardeners, homeowners, and 
community members for over 25 years. 

Opening in mid-April and closing in mid-October, the HHD Master Gardener 
volunteers answer questions and provide information to hundreds of clients.  
Common queries are: plant pests and diseases; insect, weed, woody and herba-
ceous plant identifications; pruning, composting, plant selection and propaga-
tion; lawns; wildlife; and pesticide safety.  

What’s wrong with my plant?
The most common question brought to the Master Gardener is “what’s wrong 

with my plant?”  This usually sets off a cascade of questions.
Examples are: “What is this plant? What are common problems with the 

plant? What is normal and what is not normal for this plant?  What are the 
visible signs or symptoms? What is the overall health of the plant?  What are the 
plant’s site conditions?” And so, bit by bit information is gathered, a diagnosis is 
made and the answer is provided to the client.  

On the other hand, Master Gardeners will not answer questions such as “Is 
this mushroom edible?”  Actually this applies to all fungi as well as wild plants, 
and plants that might be used for medicinal purposes.  This does not mean that 
we won’t help you with a fungal disease such as mildew that is beating up your 
garden phlox. 

Who do I call?
We are located on the east side of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Building, 

in the Extension office.  Master Gardener hours are 9-12, Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday, mid-April; and 9-12, Monday through Friday, May through 
September.  October is M-W-F until the middle of the month.

Besides coming to the office, you can call the University of Illinois Extension 
office at 815-758-8194 or utilize our email uiemg-dekalb@illinois.edu.
What can I expect?  

Here are some scenarios at the Hort Help Desk.
• My green beans are being eaten by something that likes the pods and the 

leaves; roses too have damaged leaves.  Recently I found several bugs eating the 
flowers; are they the “bean problem” also?

• Our wind break has several Colorado spruce trees that show browning and 
needle drop on the lower branches.  

• The tomato plants look good, but the tomatoes have large black areas on one 
end.  

• It is late May so we put new mulch on the beds; it rained and got quite 
warm.  We are seeing patches of whitish or yellow something that looks like 

the dog vomited here; is the mulch 
making the dog sick?  

• The neighbor has a machine 
that is poking holes in his lawn.  
What is he doing and should I be 
doing this?

As with any problem solving 
process, the Master Gardener’s 
answer or opinion is only as good 
as the information provided by the 
client.  A sample or a specimen is 
very helpful.  Photos also help.
And the answer please

• You are sharing your green 
beans with the bean leaf beetle, 
whereas the roses are a favorite 
food of Japanese beetles.  Both 
insects are controllable.  

• Your spruce trees probably 
have Cytospora.  No cure; will 
need a sample.  

• Your tomatoes have blossom-
end rot which does not involve a 
pathogen, but is a soil moisture and 
calcium uptake problem.  

• The mulch came with slime 
mold spores.  Let the mass dry, 
break up with a rake.  

• The neighbor is doing core 
aerification which removes a little 
finger sized plug from the turf and 
is a major reason why he has a nice 
lawn.

The Hort Help Desk will provide 
more complete answers, but I have 
limited space.  Garden on! ■



10     Connections10     Connections10     Connections

Q:	What’s	the	difference	between	grass-
finished	and	grain-finished	beef?

A:	All	beef	cattle	spend	the	majority	of	their	lives	
eating	grass.		Grass-finished	cattle	spend	
their	entire	life	eating	grass	while	grain-fin-
ished	cattle	spend	the	last	4-6	months	eating	
a	ration	of	grasses,	grains	and	forages.

Since cattle are ruminants, they are well adapted to digest green plant 
matter, high in fiber, during their lifetime (18-22 months). They can turn 
a plant that humans can’t eat into food that we can eat.

The USDA definition of grass-finished is “animals that have continuous 
access to pasture during the growing season and can only consume grass 
and forage (after weaning)”. Grass and forage options are: orchard grass, 
timothy, Bermuda, fescue, corn, oats, wheat, barley, sudan, sorghums, 
and legumes (alfalfa, clover) that can be baled or ensiled for winter 
feeding. 

USDA does not specify or place restrictions on how grass-finished 
cattle are fed. Animals are not required to be out on pasture constantly. 
They can be confined and fed any combination of the approved feed-
stuffs. The key to grass-finished beef is to not provide grain regularly. 

Feed differences vary based on USDA standards. The plant 
materials used to feed grass-finished beef must not contain ripened grain. 
Therefore, silage, haylage, crop residue and pasture grazing are the main 
sources of nutrients with supplementation of vitamins and minerals, 
similar to that provided to grain-finished animals.

Grain-finished animals are typically started on grass-fed diets (after 
weaning, 6-10 months of age) and slowly introduced to grain over time 
from roughly 600 pounds to market weight. At our feedlot, we feed wet 
rolled corn that is 30% moisture. The small animals start at five pounds 
per day and the finish ration is 15-20 pounds per day, depending on how 
much distillers dry grain soluables (an ethanol by-product), silage or 
other type of roughage is used.

Market time differs between cattle. A good quality yearling steer 
(under 20 months of age) that is grain-fed will be ready for market at 
1,450 pounds and grade choice or better in 150-170 days. 

In comparison, a grass-finished animal will take up to 100 days longer 
to get to a marketable weight, and may never attain the 1,450 pound 
target. 

Dr. Jude Capper at the University of Washington says grass-finished 
beef has a larger carbon footprint because of the longer period of time it 
takes to produce a pound of meat.

Roy	Plote is a sixth generation 
farmer from Leland. He farms 
with his brother and brother-in-law 
raising beef cattle, corn, soybeans, 
wheat and hay. Roy and his wife, 
Janet, have two sons, Ethan and 
Avery.

Meat taste preferences are 
subjective. Grain-finished beef 
vs. grass-finished beef is a matter 
of taste preference. In my opinion, 
grass-finished tends to be tougher, 
some say gamey, as it will pick up 
the flavors of the fresh grasses and 
can be more fibrous or stringy. My 
feeling is this is more due to the age 
of the animal and lower level of in-
tramuscular fat.

The key to both kinds of beef is 
the fat or marbling, which provides 
flavoring. Fat is fat, fat is flavor, 
fat provides moisture. It may taste 
different, but that doesn’t mean its 
molecular composition is different. 

On average, grain-finished beef 
results in 92% choice or better 
compared to grass-finished beef 
which grades 60% choice or better, 
according to an Iowa State Univer-
sity study. As producers, we strive to 
raise cattle which grade either prime 
or choice. ■
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Food & Farm

The vast majority of farms and ranches – large and small – are family-
owned and operated in the United States.

According to the USDA 2007 Census of Agriculture, 95 percent of farms 
are family farms, accounting for the farming of 84 percent of all farm 
acreage. The Atlantic recently reported that for farms with $1 million or 
more in gross revenues, 88 percent are family farms. 

While some farms and ranches have been deemed corporations, the title 
has little to do with the makeup of their farm or ranch. Rather, this is a 
standard business practice across all sectors of the economy, which not 
only assists with accounting purposes, but also protects a family’s best 
interests in an effort to keep the family farm within that family.

What is the average size of farms? 
According to the USDA 2007 Census of Agriculture data:

• There are about 2.2 million farms in America; the average size is 418 
acres.  An acre, by comparison, equates to a little less than a 100-yard long 
American football field. 

• Small family farms, averaging 231 acres, make up 88 percent of farms 
and 48 percent of total acres.

Farms have changed over time, but one thing that hasn’t 
changed is that most farms are still run by families.

• Large family farms, averaging 
1,421 acres, make up 3.9 percent of 
farms and 13 percent of acres. 

• Very large family farms, averaging 
2,086 acres, make up 4.6 percent of 
farms and 23 percent of total acres.

• In DeKalb County, the average 
farm size is 1,215 acres, according to 
DeKalb County Farm Business Farm 
Management.

Have farms gotten too big?
America needs farms of all shapes and 
sizes to thrive.

It is unfair to characterize big farms 
as bad. Often, large farms and ranches 
are deploying the most innovative 
processes in sustainability and animal 
welfare because they have the resources 
to do so. In addition, large farms can be 
better equipped to deal with growing 
regulation requirements. Further, large 
farms and ranches create economies of 
scale that can keep prices low.

For agriculture to provide healthy 
choices for all Americans as well as 

people around the 
world, we need all 
types of farms and 
ranches – big and 
small, conventional 
and organic, rural 
and urban – to meet 
the real needs of a 
growing popula-
tion. ■

Adapted from U.S. 
Farmers and Ranchers 
Alliance, www.fooddia-
logues.com. Used with 
permission.
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Food Favorites

Vegetable 
Lamb Chop 
Skillet Dinner

Ingredients
4 American Lamb shoulder chops, 3/4  inch thick
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon pepper
2 tablespoons olive oil
2 cloves garlic, crushed
1/2 cup white wine or fat-free chicken broth
1/2 cup boiling water
1 beef bouillon cube
1 - 1/2 cups loosely packed cauliflower
2 large carrots, thickly sliced
4 small onions
2 medium potatoes, quartered
3/4  cup broccoli flowerets
8 cherry tomatoes
Parsley, optional

Directions
Sprinkle chops on both sides with salt 
and pepper. In large skillet, heat oil with 
garlic. Add chops; brown on both sides. 
Add wine, boiling water and bouillon 
cube. Simmer, covered, 30 minutes or 
until chops are almost tender.

Arrange cauliflower, carrots, onions 
and potatoes around chops. Simmer, 
covered, 15 to 20 minutes or until all are 
tender. During last 8 minutes of cooking, 
add broccoli. During last 5 minutes of 
cooking, add tomatoes.

Servings: 4 
Prep Time: 10 minutes 
Cook Time: 1  hour 30 minutes

Photo and recipe courtesy of American Lamb Board



   DeKalb County Farm Bureau       13    

Be Positive, Be Well 
KishHealth System

Lighten up and let go of negative thoughts that hold you back—your mind and 
body will thank you. Having a good outlook on life opens doors, draws people in, 
and helps you not sweat the small stuff.

“Positive thinking is more than just a phrase used by mental health experts,” said 
Terri Schade, LCSW, therapist at KishHealth System. “Studies agree an upbeat 
attitude can have a lasting effect on well-being and personal satisfaction.”

The perks of looking on the bright side include bolstering your immune system and 
honing skills that help you cope if things go wrong, leading to living a longer, happier 
life. 

Although the exact reason for these benefits is still being researched, it is clear that 
positivity helps reduce stress. Being in a better frame of mind may also make it easier 
to stay active and make good choices, such as eating healthful foods and avoiding 
overindulging in alcohol. 

Get the Ball Rolling
One happy thought leads to others like it. Emotionally charged thinking—whether 

pleasurable or destructive—builds like a snowball rolling down a hill, growing more 
intense as it gains momentum. That’s how looking on the bright side works. You just 
have to get started.

“Positive thinking can be learned,” Schade said. “If you catch yourself being judg-
mental or sweating the small stuff, try to stop and think of the things you have to be 
thankful for. It takes discipline—just as exercise does—but anyone can do it.”

To make an appointment with a behavioral health specialist in Sycamore, call  
815-748-8334, or in Sandwich, call 815-786-3764. ■

Five Ways to Spring  
Clean Your Attitude
1. Write down something you are  
 thankful for every day.
2. Make time to meditate and be mindful.
3. Forgive others and yourself for  
 mistakes made in the past.
4. Take the time to enjoy the little  
 things that make each day precious.
5. Give back to the community by  
 volunteering.
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This program is scheduled for 
Thursday, April 9, from 7 to 8 p.m., at 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

Dr. Charles Krull, former vice 
president of corn breeding at 
DEKALB Genetics Corporation and a 
colleague of Dr. Borlaug, will discuss 
the accomplishments of the man 
known as the “Father of the Green 
Revolution” and the “Man Who 
Saved A Billion Lives.”

Borlaug was one of seven people to 
have won the Nobel Peace Prize, the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, and 
the Congressional Gold Medal for his 
work. 

He was an American biologist and 
humanitarian who took up ag research 
in Mexico, where he developed 
high-yielding wheat varieties and 
greatly improved the food security in 

Dr. Charles Krull 
will discuss the ac-
complishments of 
Dr. Norman Borlaug 
known as the 
“Father of the Green 
Revolution” and the 
“Man Who Saved A 
Billion Lives” at this 
April 9 program.

Krull presents:
“Dr.	Norman	Borlaug	–	Hunger	Fighter”

Mexico, Pakistan, and India. 
These collective increases 
in yield have been labeled 
the Green Revolution, and 
Borlaug is often credited to 
saving over a billion people 
worldwide from starvation. 

Borlaug passed away in 2009.  In 
2014 his inspiring legacy was honored 
by the placement of a statue of him in 
the U.S. Capitol on the 100th anniver-
sary of his birth. 

Dr. Krull will share his unique per-
spectives on Dr. Borlaug as 
a person and how he accom-
plished what he did. Before 
joining DEKALB, Krull was 
a plant breeder and a close 
colleague of Dr. Borlaug for 
several years while working 
with The Rockefeller Founda-
tion at the International Maize 
and Wheat Improvement 
Center in Mexico. 

This program is open to all 
interested persons. 

For additional information contact 
DAAHA, 815-756-8737. ■

Dr. Norman Borlaug

Farm Country

Farm Bureau is gearing up to provide its annual Crop Reporting Service and 
urging local farmers to be Crop Reporters. All it takes is a rain gauge, computer or 
telephone to share rainfall and any other information.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s Crop Reporting Service will offer weekly 
weather and crop reports on its website beginning in April.

Those farmers and agribusiness people who have participated in the past are 
hoping that others will join them to expand the outreach to all parts of the county.

Crop Reporters typically e-mail or phone observations to Dave Yaeger. Yaeger, 
coordinator of the Crop Reporting Service, collects information from the team of 
Crop Reporters and posts it to the Farm Bureau website on a weekly basis.

Last year, 19 Crop Reporters provided information which was posted to 
the Farm Bureau website for the benefit of local farmers. Reporting begins in 
mid-April and will continue through October.

Consider becoming a Crop Reporter

If you are interested in 
being a Crop Reporter 
contact the Farm Bureau 
office, 815-756-6361 or 
Dave Yaeger at dyaeger@
mchsi.com. ■

As part of a series of agricultural heritage 
programs, the DeKalb Area Agricultural 
Heritage Association (DAAHA) and DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau will cosponsor a program 
honoring the legacy of Dr. Norman Borlaug. 



Best soybean yield Best soybean yield 
yet in DeKalb Countyyet in DeKalb County

DeKalb County set a new record DeKalb County set a new record 
high soybean yield in 2014. The USDA high soybean yield in 2014. The USDA 
reported the county averaged 60 bushels reported the county averaged 60 bushels 
per acre of soybeans last year.per acre of soybeans last year.

While yields were strong, they also While yields were strong, they also 
were quite comparable to earlier year were quite comparable to earlier year 
yields.

Soybeans - Soybeans - The 60-bushel soybean 
average in 2014 was up slightly from the average in 2014 was up slightly from the 
2013 county average of 58.4 bushels per 2013 county average of 58.4 bushels per 
acre. Until last year, the county soybean acre. Until last year, the county soybean 
high was reached in 2011 at 59.8 bushels. 

In 2014, DeKalb County topped the 
state average of 56 bushels. 

The top five county soybean yields 
reported for last year included: 1st 
– Piatt, 69.2 bu.; 2nd – Macon, 67.4 
bu.; 3rd – Douglas, 65.8 bu.; 4th – 
Champaign, 63.9 bu.; and 5th – Logan, 
63.7 bu. 

With the new yield data, the county’s 
five-year soybean average (2010-2014) is 
57.4 bushels per acre. 

DeKalb County farmers grew 114,500 
acres of soybeans last year.

Corn - DeKalb County fell short of 
averaging 200 bushel corn in 2014.

The 2014 county corn crop averaged 
194.1 bushels per acre, trailing several 
other counties as well as lagging behind 
the state average of 200 bushels. 

The top five county corn yields 
included: 1st – Macon, 236 bu.; 2nd – 
Piatt, 235.2 bu.; 3rd – Logan, 230.8 bu.; 
4th – Sangamon, 226.8 bu.; and 5th – 
Tazwell – 224.4 bu.

Last year’s 194.1 bushel DeKalb 
County average was similar to the 2013 
average of 194.2 bushels per acre. The 
county’s best corn yield was reached in 
2007 with 197 bushels.

The five-year county corn yield 
average is 182.4 bushels per acre (2010-
2014). 

Corn is the county’s top crop with 
222,500 acres of corn grown last year. ■

Rebound	year		
for	livestock

Farm Country

USDA projects a bounce-back year for livestock  
production and a slight decline in meat exports for 2015.

If realized, domestic meat supplies could expand significantly compared 
to a year ago when tight inventories flipped meat prices to new highs.

USDA estimates total livestock and poultry production could grow 3.2 
percent this year compared to 2014, which would be the largest year-over-
year production increase since 2002.

Last year, total livestock and poultry production decreased 1.2 percent. 
Meat prices subsequently raced to record-high averages of $5.60 per 
pound for beef and $4.02 per pound for pork. Chicken prices increased to 
$1.96 per pound while a dozen eggs cost an average of $2.02.

Meat supplies tailed off last year due to the outbreak of porcine 
epidemic diarrhea virus (PEDV) and thinning of beef cows in previous 
years which pushed herd numbers to the lowest level since 1952.

The cattle herd since last year started to rebound. The number of cattle 
and calves on Jan. 1 increased 2.1 percent, while pork producers got a 
handle on PEDV.

The uptick in herd numbers and low feed prices, which provide incen-
tives for farmers to feed animals to heavier weights, could boost output 
this year by 5.5 percent for pork and 3.6 percent for broiler meat.

Domestic meat supplies could grow from increased livestock produc-
tion along with a slight decrease in exports. USDA projects exports this 
year could slip from 2014 by 4.8 percent for beef, 2.6 percent for broiler 
meat and .8 of a percent for pork due in part to increased competition and 
stronger value of the U.S. dollar.

U.S. hog prices are forecast to average $54-$58 per hundredweight. 
Steer prices for 2015 are expected to average $157-$160.■
                                                                                                            Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

1	out	of	every	17	
people	is	employed	in	an		
agricultural	job	in	Illinois.
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The DeKalb County Farm Bureau and 
its Foundation offers the following 
college scholarships – Ag Discipline, 
Medical, Morley Science, and the new 
Baie General Scholarship.

Applications for these scholarships 
are available on the Farm Bureau 
website or at the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau office. Completed applica-
tions are due by Friday, June 19. 

To qualify, students or their parents 
must be “M” or “A+” members in 
good standing since Sept. 1, 2013. 
Those students applying who are 22 
years or older must have their own 
Farm Bureau membership.

Ag	Discipline	Scholarship
College juniors or seniors enrolled in an agriculture-related degree 

program may apply for the Ag Discipline Scholarship. The scholarship is 
valued at $1,200.

Those college juniors who received the scholarship last year may reapply 
for the same scholarship for their senior year, providing they meet the 
program requirements.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau has been awarding Ag Discipline Scholar-
ships to college students majoring in an agricultural curriculum since 1989. 
Prior to that, scholarships were awarded to students pursuing vocational ag-
riculture degrees.

Medical	Scholarship
The Medical Scholarship program provides funds for students pursuing 

a degree with a medical discipline. The scholarship is available to students 
studying to become physicians, veterinarians, optometrists, nurses, dentists, 
physical therapists, pharmacists or other medical-related professions.

To be eligible, a student must currently be in medical school, accepted to a 
medical school or a four-year nursing program.

Scholarship value may vary based on availability of medical 
scholarship funds.

The Medical Scholarship program was started in 1974 to offer 
financial assistance to students interested in a medical degree and 
profession.

Morley	Science	Scholarship
The Morley Science Scholarship provides scholarships to 

students in science-based curriculums. The scholarship was es-
tablished in memory of Robert Morley, a former DeKalb science 
teacher.

Morley bequeathed an endowment to the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Foundation to create the Robert Morley Science Scholar-
ship Fund. The first Morley Science Scholarship was awarded in 
2007.

The Morley Science Scholarship encourages students to pursue 
science-based higher education. The $1,200 scholarship is for 
juniors and seniors in college with science-related majors.

Baie	General	Scholarship
A new scholarship has been established in memory of Arden 

and Dorothy Baie, long-time members of the Farm Bureau. The 
Baies shared a passion for their farming lifestyle and a commit-
ment to higher education.

Arden and Dorothy Baie were grain and livestock farmers 
formerly of rural Waterman. Arden raised and showed Spotted 
Poland China hogs, winning many champions at county and state 
fairs. Dorothy was a homemaker, 4-H fair clothing judge, and 
librarian at Clinton Township Library. ►

Now is the time to apply for Farm Bureau College Scholarships!

Scholarships

The new Baie Scholarship is now available to college 
juniors and seniors pursuing any field of study.  The 
scholarship was established in memory of Arden and 
Dorothy Baie who shared a passion for their farming 
lifestyle and a commitment to higher education.

College	Scholarships	offered
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Scholarships

Baie	General	Scholarship
continued

Last year, their adult children – 
Ann Marie Stanley, Joan Stanley 
and Donna Pettengill – created an 
endowment with the Farm Bureau 
Foundation to honor their parents 
and fund general college scholarships 
beginning in 2015. 

The Arden and Dorothy Baie Schol-
arship is available to college juniors 
and seniors pursuing any field of 
study. Two, $1,200 Baie Scholarships 
will be awarded to deserving students.

The general evaluation criteria for 
all of the Farm Bureau scholarships 
include: academic performance, par-
ticipation in school, community ac-
tivities, and job experience. Financial 
need is not a factor in the consider-
ation.

To apply for any of these scholar-
ships visit the Farm Bureau website: 
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org and 
click on “Application Forms” on the 
front page of the website. Download 
the application, fill it out electroni-
cally, print and mail or deliver to the 
Farm Bureau office, along with the 
necessary attachments. Applications 
cannot be submitted electronically.

The deadline to apply is June 19.
For additional information, contact 

the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-
6361. ■

New	member	benefit!
Illinois Farm Bureau introduces a new member benefit – Peace of Mind 

Alert – to protect your loved ones at home with just a push of a button. 
Peace of Mind allows you to remain independent in the comfort of your 

home while knowing that help will be there when you need it most. Members will receive one free month of moni-
toring, a fixed guaranteed price, no contract to sign, and lifetime warranty on all equipment.

An emergency can happen to anyone at any time. With a medical alert system, 911 responders, police and fire 
personnel, as well as your family and friends, are just the push of a button away. Peace of Mind works with all 
phone lines and a cellular product is available for those without a phone line.

To learn more about this membership benefit, call toll-free 855-872-8404. ■

Pork	Scholarships	available
DeKalb	Area	Pork	Producers

Applications are now available for the DeKalb Area Pork Producers 
Scholarship. An application form can be picked up at the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau office or be downloaded from the organization’s website: 
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org (application forms).

The DeKalb Area Pork Producers Association will be awarding a $750 
college scholarship to a student involved in the pork industry. The Pork 
Scholarship has been an ongoing program of the local association, which 
benefits pork producer families and promotes higher education.

To be eligible, a student must be either a senior in high school or 
currently enrolled in college in an undergraduate degree program. They, 
or their parents, must be a member of the DeKalb Area Pork Producers 
Association for at least two years prior to applying (by April 2013). Past 
recipients are not eligible to apply. 

Applications may be downloaded from the Farm Bureau website, typed 
and printed. The application must be submitted in person or by mail to the 
Farm Bureau office.

Selection is based upon a student’s pork back-
ground/involvement, school and community activities, 
college/career plans and responses to essay questions.

The deadline to apply for the Pork Scholarship is 
April 30. 

Illinois	Pork	Producers	Association
The Illinois Pork Producers will award nine scholarships valued at 

$1,000 to $2,000 each to students of pork producer families.
Applicants must be currently enrolled as an undergraduate or be 

enrolling for the 2015 fall semester. IPPA scholarships are open to 
students pursuing any undergraduate degree program at a two-year or 
four-year college.

Applications are available on the Illinois Pork Producer website: www.
ilpork.com, Go to resources and click on “pork youth” to access the ap-
plication. 

The deadline to submit the scholarship application to IPPA is April 1. ■
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Going back to school has its rewards. Steve Bemis returns to the classroom each year 
to share first-hand what he knows best – agriculture.

“I enjoy it because the students enjoy it,” said Bemis, a DeKalb farmer. “They are 
interested in knowing more about how their food is grown and I like answering their 
questions.”

Bemis walks into the classroom and is greeted by familiar faces at Lincoln Elementary. 
He started giving Ag in the Classroom presentations when his daughters were there, over 
a decade ago. 

Bemis keeps on going back to the DeKalb classrooms because he recognizes the “value 
in educating children about farming and food.”  He also notes that there are very few 
farm kids in classrooms today so it’s more important than ever to reach out to students.

He presents the Farm Bureau ag literacy lesson, “It’s An Earful,” to third grade 
students. In the lesson, the students learn about the different types of corn, especially  
field corn. Bemis explains how he grows corn and the many uses of corn for feed,  
fuel and food. ►

Above: Steve Bemis presented the “It’s an Earful” lesson to Mrs. April Ramey’s third grade 
classroom at Lincoln Elementary sharing information about corn. Left: This North Grove third 
grader unfurls her paper corn plant.

Young Minds
Ag in the 
Classroom 
reaches 
thousands
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Bemis tells children how times have changed in agricul-
ture. “My grandpa used to farm with horses and pick corn 
by hand,” he explained. “Now I use modern machines to 
plant and harvest corn. We can get a lot done with our big 
equipment and we’re much more efficient today.”

The kids in the classroom were engaged in the corn 
conversation. “How long does it take you to plant corn? 
How many ears of corn are there on one stalk? Where does 
the corn go from the field?” Bemis answered all of their 
questions (5 weeks, 1 ear of corn, to the farm or elevator) 
and then, he helped students turn the classroom into a 
mock corn field by creating paper corn plants.

Bemis is one of over100 volunteers who connected 
students to agriculture through Ag in the Classroom pre-
sentations. Volunteers are trained and given detailed lesson 
plans and supplies from Farm Bureau for the presentations. 
They coordinate schedules with teachers and make visits in 
February. 

Somonauk farmer Chuck Kessler is another long-time 
volunteer for Ag in the Classroom. He typically presents 
the “More Than a Seed” lesson to Sandwich and 
Somonauk first graders. 

In this presentation, Kessler helps children plant corn 
and soybean seeds in plastic cups and asks students what 
it takes to grow these top two DeKalb County crops. The 
students respond one by one: “Sunshine, soil, water, warm 
temperatures, fertilizer, and seed.” 

The first graders want to know more: “How will the 
seed grow?” Kessler explains the germination process at 
Haskins Elementary in Sandwich where children will be 
watching their seeds germinate and grow from the win-
dowsill in their classroom.

“Students enjoy planting seeds and are anxious to see 
them grow,” said Kessler. “They learn so much and they 
have fun doing it.”

Kessler connects children to the crops by showing 
them some of the many food products that contain corn 
or soybeans as ingredients – cereal, soda, salad dressing, 
a candy bar, and chips. He suggests they pay special 
attention to some of the ingredients of the foods they eat, 
imparting that they might be surprised of all the foods 
containing corn or soybeans.

Shabbona farmers and sisters Emily Maxwell and 
Robyn Alde share their farm knowledge with fourth 
graders. They discuss the major farm products grown 
locally: corn, soybeans, hogs and cattle. This leads them 
into the “Mapping Illinois Agriculture” lesson with 
Shabbona Elementary students.

In this lesson, Maxwell and Alde help students explore 
the many products that are grown on Illinois farms. 
Students identify with food and other products and 
determine where in Illinois these products originate and 
then locate the city on the state map in a team effort. 

Maxwell and Alde enjoy this lesson plan that opens 
young minds to thinking about the importance of agri-
cultural products in Illinois. Many students are surprised 
with some of the products that are grown on Illinois 
farms, such as horseradish, pumpkins and peaches.

The two sisters are relatively new volunteers for Ag in 
the Classroom, but nevertheless share the same passion 
as long-time volunteers. 

Volunteers reached 3,173 students with the 2015 Ag in 
the Classroom presentations.  The volunteer task force 
was comprised of farmers, agribusiness people, FFA 
members, and others who were driven to share agricul-
tural information with first through fourth grade students 
in DeKalb County schools. ■

Robyn Alde watches as Shabbona fourth graders find the origin of 
one of the ag products in the “Mapping Illinois” lesson. Alde and 
her sister, Emily Maxwell, paired up to present this lesson.

Chuck Kessler assists this Haskins first grader with seed 
placement as part of the “More Than a Seed” lesson where 
young students planted corn and soybean seeds.
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Ag Literacy

The two have a natural ability to communicate and engage kids in their dis-
cussions. Call it “chemistry” between them and students or call it “years of 
experience” as volunteers for Ag in the Classroom.

Brian and Jerry have been staunch supporters of Farm Bureau’s Ag 
Literacy program and stellar presenters of the fourth grade lesson, “Mapping 
Illinois Agriculture.” Their enthusiasm for sharing agricultural information 
permeates the classroom.

“We hope that students understand how agriculture touches all of their 
lives,” says Brian, “and that some of the information sticks.”

The duo reinforces the importance of agriculture throughout the in-
teractive lesson that has students learning about the many agricultur-
al products that are grown in Illinois and identifying with the areas of 
the state that produce them. In the lesson, students match clue cards 
to the products they describe, then read the clues out loud. Soybeans, 
for example, are processed in Decatur and grow in a fuzzy pod.  

Jerry says students are surprised about some of the products that 
originate on the farm. Examples he cites include: soap contains beef 
tallow, pigskin is used to help burn victims, and corn is used in the 
super slurper product that goes into baby diapers. 

For the past 12 years Jerry and Brian have volunteered for Ag in the 
Classroom. Why do they do it?

“We recognize that kids drive by fields of corn and go to the grocery store. 
But there’s no direct connection,” says Brian. “They live in a rural area and 
yet are so insulated from agriculture.” 

“Only two percent have a direct contact with agriculture,” adds Jerry. 

He helps students understand this by 
asking them, “How many farmers are 
there out of a total of 100 people?” 
Students have several guesses before 
one of them answers correctly: “2”. His 
point, “that’s a small number of people 
who are growing food to feed us and 
the world.”

Because of this lack of direct con-
nection, both feel compelled to connect 
urban students to farms in DeKalb 
County. “It’s valuable to our industry 
and important to teach local kids and 
help them learn (about farming and 
food),” notes Brian. ►

When	Brian	Miller	and	Jerry	Lundeen	enter	a	classroom,	students	listen	and	learn.	WhenWhenWhen BrianBrianBrian MillerMillerMillerMillerMiller andand JerryJerry LundeenLundeenLundeen enterenter classroom,classroom, studentsstudentsstudentsstudents listenlistenlistenlisten andand learn.learn.

Above: Brian Miller and Jerry Lundeen assist students with their map skills.

-

al products that are grown in Illinois and identifying with the areas of 

to the products they describe, then read the clues out loud. Soybeans, 

“We recognize that kids drive by 
fields of corn and go to the grocery 
store. But there’s no direct connec-
tion. They live in a rural area and yet 
are so insulated from agriculture.”

Brian Miller, Somonauk farmer
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Ag Literacy

Both Brian and Jerry 
are lifelong residents 
of Somonauk and have 
delivered presentations in 
Somonauk and Sandwich 
schools.  For the past several 
years they have stuck with 
Dummer Elementary in 
Sandwich. Their popular-
ity has all the fourth grade 
teachers requesting presenta-
tions at Dummer annually.

Brian, a farmer and former 
engineer, and Jerry, a banker 
with a farm background, 
have been tag-teaming it in 
the classroom from the very 
beginning. The two go “way 
back”, being high school 
classmates and friends for 
years. So it’s not surprising 
that they decided to pair up 
for the presentations.  “We 
play to each other strengths,” 
Brian says, as each one covers 
various parts of the lesson plan.  

Other reasons the two 
volunteer? “Because it’s a worthwhile 
program, and Farm Bureau reached out to 
the ag community to ask for our help,” notes 
Jerry. “I wish that others would volunteer 
and see what a difference it makes.”

They are among over 100 volunteers that visit local classrooms in 
February and present Farm Bureau’s lessons designed to educate students 
about agriculture.

“We like kids, or we wouldn’t 
be volunteering,” Jerry says with 
a chuckle, as a father of four 
adult children and grandfather 
of 8. He also empathizes with 
teachers (his wife is a teacher), 
based on the challenges that go 
with teaching. 

Reminiscing about the past, 
Brian recalls starting to give the 
Ag in the Classroom presenta-
tions when his daughter was only 
a few years old. Now she’s 15. 

Both Brian and Jerry under-
stand the importance of volun-
teering in their community. If 
they had a motto it would be, 
“Sharing and Caring.” They both 
share their time and talents and 
care about others – including 
young children who look 
forward to having them visit 
their classroom. ■

Brian Miller explains the significance of field 
corn and its many uses.

Jerry Lundeen and Brian Miller team up with Dummer fourth grade students in the “Mapping 
Illinois” lesson. They have presented classroom lessons for 12 years.

By the Numbers
Brian	&	Jerry	
in	the	Classroom
1,755	Students	reached 
through their classroom  
presentations
77	Classrooms visited
12	Years of Ag in the 
Classroom outreach,  
2004-2015, in Sandwich  
and Somonauk schools 
4th	Grade	level reached with 
“Mapping Illinois Agriculture” 
and previously “Let’s Play 
Ball” lessons
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Ag Literacy

Robyn Alde
Steve Almburg
Jay Anderson
Ken Beever
Steve Bemis
Alyssa Bramm
Lindsay & Berkley Boehne
Bronwyn Burgweger
Joe Bybee
Dawn Carlson
Lars Carlson
Doug Dashner
Bill Deutsch
Jordyn Dobbs
Mark Ekstrom
Randy Espe
Roger Faivre
John Frieders
Darin Hagemeyer
Leann Hanson
Mark & Jenny Harbecke 
Mollie Hayes
Nancy Hayes
Colleen Hogan
Eric Gabriel
Nate & Kim Gudmunson

Many thanks to over 100 volunteers who visited classrooms and  
shared agricultural information with 3,173 young students in local schools as 

part of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Ag Literacy Program. 

Nicole Janssen
Lori Johnson
Chuck Kessler
Steve Larson 
Eric Lawler
Jerry Lundeen
Justin Martz
Emily Maxwell
Brian Miller
Randy Panzer 
Phyllis Roush
Taylor Piron 
Roy Plote
Carrie Pollard
Cindy Ramer
Sam Schneider
Becca Schweinberg
Brad Slutz
Jenna & Mike Spychal
Marvin Wiederhold
DeKalb FFA
Katie Arndt
Riley Bauling
Anna Butler
Zack Brust

Cassy Hart
Randy Hudspeth
Lori Perry
Nick Roach
Olivia Willrett
Hiawatha FFA
Kelly Aves
Kate Carlson
Emma Carlson
Megan Exner
Wyatt Exner
Amber Grobner
Bart Hall
Brooke Koehnke
Mitchell Manka
Lexi Norvell
Dani Orozco
Cassie Puentes
Braden Watson
Mikey White
Reba Worley
Hinckley-Big Rock FFA
Angela Uptegrove
Hannah Weirich
Dylan Youhanie

Somonauk-Leland- 
Sandwich FFA
Jenna Baker
Caleigh Blue
Rayann Gilchrist
Allison Glover
Miranda Marek
Delyn Marshall
Krysta Watts
Sycamore FFA
Fred DeWitt
Jillian Diehl
John Kendall
Keagon Larsen
Sam Sauber
Behind-the- 
scenes help
Marcy Billington
Jan Bolander
Pam Bybee
Mary Forester
Kurt & Susan Foster
Mike Konen
Sue Mullins
Roy & Janet Plote
Mark & Chris Tuttle
Brenda Woker

Marvin Wiederhold Ken Beever Eric LawlerEric LawlerKen BeeverMarvin Wiederhold
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Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordi-
nator. Follow her Stray Kernels blog 
at www.straykernels.wordpress.com. 

Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

Have you seen this on social media 
lately?

“If you stopped spending money 
at the grocery store next week, they 
would never even notice you were 
gone. If you took a small fraction 
of that money and spent it at the 
farmers market you would help a 
local farmer pay the rent. You might 
even save his farm.”

I’ve seen it several times, and I’ve 
finally been able to put into words 
why it irks me.

Don’t get me wrong, I fully support 
locally-grown food. I love visiting 
Yaeger’s Farm Market, Honey Hill 
Orchard, Jonamac Orchard, and other 
area farms who market their products 
directly to consumers. But I also 
support lettuce grown in Arizona, 
mushrooms produced in Pennsylva-
nia, and squash grown in California. 

The apples I used to make sauce 
the other night weren’t grown 
locally... as I write this it’s March, 
and the local orchards are closed 
for the season. No, by the modern 
miracle of controlled atmosphere 
storage and refrigerated transporta-
tion, those apples were as fresh when 
I purchased them in midwinter as 
they were when picked on a Wash-
ington state orchard last September. 

I’ve toured avocado orchards in 
Florida, cherry groves in Utah, and 
feedlots in Colorado. I’ve visited 
sugar cane fields in Louisiana and 
dairy farms in so many places 
I’ve lost count. I’ve toured—three 

Farmers	don’t	have	to	be	located	near	you	
to	care	about	how	they	produce	food.

times—a northwestern Illinois egg 
farm that has over two million hens. 
Of course I’ve also spent many hours 
visiting area grain and livestock 
farms.

The common theme across the 
farms that I’ve visited? They’re 
owned and operated by family 
farmers who take great pride in what 
they do and care about doing it safely 
and responsibly. Many of them hope 
their own kids will continue to live 
on and farm the same land.

Here’s the thing. Farmers don’t 
have to be located near you to care 
about how they produce food. When 
you pick up a grocery store zucchini, 
you shouldn’t have to see the face 
of the farmer to appreciate the fact 
that a real human being—probably 
several of them—cared about 
producing the best, cleanest, safest 

zucchini they could. 
Is a February grocery 
store zucchini from 
Florida as nice as a 
picked-this-morning 
July zucchini at the 

farmers market? No, but if you are 
craving that cheesy stuffed zucchini 
boat recipe, it’s still pretty awesome. 

Believe it or not, 95% of farms and 
ranches in the U.S. are family-owned 
and operated. I like the idea of sup-
porting ALL of them, even if they’re 
not nearby. 

Do you want to support local 
farmers? You may have noticed 
that around here most farmers grow 
corn and soybeans. Some also raise 
livestock, especially pigs and cattle. 
When you buy meat, milk, eggs, 
and fuel, you’re helping local grain 
farmers by supporting major uses 

for their crops. When you purchase 
bacon or steak, you’re supporting 
local livestock farmers, whether the 
meat came from animals on their 
farms or not.

You can also support local farmers 
by taking time to understand why 
and how they grow and raise the 
things they do. Support local 
livestock farmers by not assuming 
that every animal abuse video applies 
to how all farmers care for their 
animals. Support local crop farmers 
by recognizing that more often 
than not they live on the land they 
farm, therefore the crop production 
practices they use are dictated by the 
health and well-being of their own 
families as well as yours. 

By all means, shop at the farmers 
market. But don’t think—and please 
don’t imply to others—that buying 
eggs and frozen peas at the grocery 
store is something that only people 
who don’t care about local farmers 
do. ■

How	to	support	your	local	farmers
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Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Dan Howes, Chris Patterson,  
Craig Popp, Mike Shipley 
COUNTRY Financial Representatives

COUNTRY
Thoughts

Dan Howes, Craig Popp, Mike Shipley, Chris Patterson

0315-012

www.countryfinancial.com
815-756-9536

When you’re 22 and starting your 
first real job, planting the seeds for 
retirement may seem like a task 
that you can put off for a sunnier 
day.  But suddenly, you’re 60 and 
retirement is just around the corner.  
While it’s true that a bountiful retire-
ment takes planning and attention 
to reap rewards, it doesn’t have to 
be difficult to implement.  Here are 
some strategies that may be appropri-
ate for the seasons of your life.

Pull	the	Weeds
When you’re just starting out, 

your number one priority should be 
getting out of credit card debt.  It’s 
not unusual to see rates on credit 
cards of over 20 percent.  There is 
no way year-in, year-out that you 
will make 20 percent on your invest-
ments.  Get a handle on your cash 
flow and work hard to dig out from 
under credit card debt.

Plant	the	Seeds
If you start putting money in a re-

tirement account at the beginning of 
your career, you have a good chance 
of enjoying a bumper crop at retire-
ment.  By starting to save in your 
twenties, you will have many years 
to benefit from compounding.  And, 
by contributing to a tax-qualified 
retirement plan at work, such as a 
401(k), you’ll enjoy the additional 

advantage of tax-deferred growth of 
assets – and “free” money if your 
employer matches a percentage of 
your contributions.

Tend	Your	Blooms
The middle years – thirties and 

forties – are critical to the growth of 
your retirement assets.  By this time, 
when careers are generally well es-
tablished, you should save as much 
as you can afford in your retirement 
accounts – 401(k) or 403(b) and 
IRAs.  If possible, put extra assets 
in an investment account, especial-
ly one where money is automati-
cally deducted from your check and 
invested directly in your account.  
Maximum growth of assets should be 
the goal during these middle years.

Preparing	for	the	Harvest
By the time your reach your fifties 

and sixties, you should be concerned 
with preserving your assets and pro-
tecting them against losses.  You 
should have a good estimate of your 

IRAs:	Grow	a	Green		
Retirement	–	Your	Way

projected Social Security income 
at this point, and you also probably 
know about how much you’ll receive 
from your retirement plan at work.  
This would be a good time to investi-
gate the survivor’s benefits available 
to a surviving spouse, and see how 
your sources of income match your 
prospective income needs.

Enjoy	the	Fruits	of	Your	Labor
Retirement is here and you 

can share your financial blooms 
by spending time with family, 
traveling, or relaxing at home.  If 
you’ve planned well, whatever your 
decision, you can enjoy yourself.

Let	us	Help
If you’d like to find out more about 

the customized retirement planning 
services available from COUNTRY, 
give us a call.  We’ll give you more 
to grow on. ■
Investment management, retirement, trust, and 
planning services provided by COUNTRY Trust 
Bank®.  Not FDIC Insured, No Bank Guarantee, 
May Lose Value.
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Trips & Programs

Jacqueline	Kennedy	portrayed

Shipshewana
Farm Bureau will visit the Amish community of 

Shipshewana, Indiana on May 19-20. The two-day 
tour will feature stops at a local quilt shop, buggy 
shop, popcorn shop, bakery and cheese shop. 

One of the highlights will be enjoying an authentic 
dinner in an Amish home. Another highlight is 
seeing the show, “Josiah for 
President” at the Blue Gate 
Theater.

A popular attraction that lures 
people to Shipshewana is their 
Amish flea market. The Farm 
Bureau tour coincides with the 
popular flea market days. 

While downtown, Farm 
Bureau members will have 
an opportunity to browse the 
shops, some 150 retail shops, at 
their own pace.

Tour inclusions are: hotel 
accommodations at Farmstead Inn; Amish step-on 
guide, Van Galder tour director and Farm Bureau 
staff escort; motorcoach transportation; baggage 
handling; tours; 3 meals (1 breakfast, 1 lunch, 1 
dinner); Amish home visit; and the theater show.

Cost: $270 per person double occupancy, $310 
single occupancy, for Farm Bureau members; $20 
additional for guests. The full amount is due at the 
time of registration.

Leslie Goddard will portray 
Jacqueline Kennedy for 
Prime Timers April 6.

Travel with Farm Bureau this spring and 
fall on motorcoach tours to Shipshewana 
and the Smoky Mountains.

Smoky	Mountains
Be prepared to see some beautiful fall colors on this tour 

to the Great Smoky Mountains in Tennessee, Oct. 22-28. 
Farm Bureau has a limited number of seats reserved on 

this Van Galder tour on a first come, first served basis.
Besides admiring the majestic fall colors of the Smoky 

Mountains, you will learn about the Appalachian history, 
heritage, and folklore while traveling 
through the park, with a local step-on 
guide sharing a wealth of informa-
tion.

The tour includes a visit to Cum-
berland Falls, the Biltmore Estate and 
Gatlinburg.

Other tour highlights include: Van 
Galder tour director, motorcoach 
transportation, hotel accommoda-
tions, country music show, baggage 
handling, and 11 meals. 

Cost of this tour is $1,299 per 
person double occupancy, $1,809 

single occupancy. A deposit of $50 is due at registration. 
Final payment is due by Sept. 4.

For both of these tours, stop by the Farm Bureau office to 
obtain a tour packet and more details. The tours are being 
sponsored by the DeKalb County Farm Bureau in coopera-
tion with Van Galder/Coach USA Tours. Travel protection 
insurance is available.

These tours are designated as an active level of walking. ■

Meet former First Lady Jacqueline 
Bouvier Kennedy in this fascinating first-
person portrayal by Leslie Goddard on 
Monday, April 6.

Leslie Goddard is an actress and 
historian who has been portraying famous 
women in history for more than ten years. 
She is a former museum director and 
currently works full-time as a historical in-
terpreter and public speaker. 

Farm Bureau Prime Timers are invited 
to enjoy this historical portrayal at the 
Monday, April 6 Prime Timers program 
and luncheon. Lunch is at 12-noon in the 
Farm Bureau Auditorium; the program 
gets underway at 1 p.m. in the theater.

Reservations and the $6 lunch fee are 
due by March 31 at the Farm Bureau 
office.  Prime Timers is open to members 
55+ years. ■
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DeKalb	County	
Farm	Bureau	

Member	Benefits

Scholarships	– Five different college scholarship 
programs are available to Farm Bureau families - Senior, 
Ag Discipline, Arden & Dorothy Baie, Medical, and Morley 
Science scholarships. Each year, Farm Bureau awards over 
20 scholarships to help with the cost of college education.

Prime	Timers	Programs – Farm Bureau 
members 55+ years have the opportunity to 
participate in monthly luncheon programs held 
at Farm Bureau, which include an entertaining 
program. Prime Timers also enjoy a variety of 
travel excursions throughout the year such as 
dinner theaters, Chicago tours, and Wisconsin 
destinations.

Publications	– Read all about it in magazines 
and newspapers mailed to members. Associate 
members receive the Illinois Farm Bureau 
Partners magazine and Farmer members receive 
the FarmWeek newspaper. All members receive 
this Connections magazine, to keep you up-to-date 
on membership benefits and services, and local 
farm and Farm Bureau information.

Jordan Flewellyn was one 
of the recipients of the 2014 
Morley Science Scholarship.

Jordan Flewellyn was one 
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Family	Trips	&	Events – Enjoy a 
day trip to an ice show or the zoo or a 
baseball game with other Farm Bureau 
families. The organization plans outings 
and fun activities for the whole family.

Car	Rentals	– Save up to 25% 
on car rentals from Alamo, Enter-
prise, Hertz and National Car Rental 
companies. 

Hotel	Discounts	– Save 20% on 
Choice Hotels, the Wyndham Hotel Group 
and Great Wolf Lodge simply for being a 
Farm Bureau member. Advance reserva-
tions required.

Auto	&	Vehicle	Savings – Get 
a $500 savings toward the purchase 
or lease of eligible Ford vehicles. See 
your dealer for complete details. Also 
receive $750 bonus cash toward the 
purchase of eligible Lincoln vehicles. 
Polaris offers members $200-$300 
discounts on utility and sport vehicles.

Equipment	Deals – If you are in 
the market for a Case IH tractor or hay 
equipment you can save $500 at the 
time of purchase on qualifying vehicles 
and equipment.

Home	Savings	– Keep your family 
safe and save on the ADT security 
system.  If you house needs a fresh 
coat of paint, stop by Sherwin-Williams 
and save money as a Farm Bureau 
member.

Supply	Orders – Save 10% and free 
shipping on Grainger catalog supplies for 
the farm or home.

Health	Clinic	– Know your numbers through a 
variety of health screenings at our Health Clinic. Cho-
lesterol testing, PSA, cardio CRP, and stroke detection 
are among the 17 different health screenings offered 
at a reasonable rate for members.

Health	Benefits – Farm Bureau members can 
save on prescription purchases through the Script-
Save and Agelity discount programs. Through the 
Beltone company, you can receive a discount on 
hearing screenings and products. Save on lasik 
surgery through QualSight and get eye benefits 
through Pearle Vision, Sears, JC Penney and Target 
Optical stores. Another new health benefit is the 
Peace of Mind Alert, with the push of a button help 
is on the way in the event of an emergency.

Insurance – Members may choose COUNTRY 
Financial for auto, home, farm, life, and business 
insurance, plus retirement and investment services. ■
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On Tuesday, April 7 registered voters in DeKalb County will be choosing can-
didates in races pertaining to municipalities, school districts, community colleges, 
library districts, and park districts.  Also, there are referendums to consider in this 
Consolidated Election.

Farm Bureau has chosen to highlight the contested races of municipalities, school districts 
and select community colleges, plus feature the referendums.

Please review this election information and be prepared to vote! Polling places are open 6 
a.m. to 7 p.m. on Election Day.

City of DeKalb
Clerk
Stephanie Simons (write-in)

Alderman
4-Year Term
Ward 1 – (vote for one)
David M. Jacobson
Ward 3 – (vote for one)
Steve Kapitan 
Michael A. Marquardt
Ward 5 – (vote for one)
Michael J. Haji-Sheikh 
Cameron Zelaya 
Kate Noreiko
Ward 7 – (vote for one)
Monica M. O’Leary 
Craig S. Roman 
Leon Sid Kincaid (write-in)

City of Genoa
Alderman
4-Year Term
Ward 1 – (vote for one)
Pam Wesner
Ward 2 –(vote for one)
James Stevenson
Ward 3 – (vote for one)
Charles R. Cravatta
Ward 4 – (vote for one)
Jonathan Brust

City of Sandwich
Alderman
4-YearTerm
Ward 1 – (vote for one)
Richard W. Robinson
Ward 2 – (vote for one)
Cara L. Killey
Ward 3 – (vote for one)
No Candidate
Ward 4 – (vote for one)
William K. McMahon

City of Sycamore
Alderman
4-YearTerm
Ward 1 – (vote for one)
Curtis E. Lang
Ward 2 – (vote for one)
Chuck Stowe
Ward 3 – (vote for one)
Becky Springer
Ward 4 – (vote for one)
Rick Spider Kramer

Town of Cortland
Town Trustee
4-YearTerm
(vote for not more than three)
Charmaine  Fioretto 
Bradley W. Stone 
Douglas Corson (write-in)
Laura Robinson (write-in)

2-Year Unexpired Term
(vote for one)
Chuck Lanning

Village of Hinckley
Village Trustee
4-YearTerm
(vote for not more than three)
Jeffrey D. Nier 
Joseph J. Diedrich 
Nancy Nelson 
Christine M. Clark

Village of Kingston
Village President
2-Year Unexpired Term
(vote for one)
Jim Baenziger
Village Trustee
4-YearTerm
(vote for not more than three)
John N. Lynch 
Jennifer Bankson 
Randall Jennings

Village of Kirkland
Village Trustee
4-YearTerm (vote for three)
David McMurray 
John Pierce 
Emily D. Harvel 
Harry Newberry 
Mary A. Carrigan-Micele

Village of Lee
Village President
2-Year Unexpired Term
(vote for one)
Joshua Carlson
Village Trustee
4-YearTerm (vote for three)
Martha May 
Thomas E. Kapraun 
Mike Schafer

Village of Malta
Village President
2-Year Unexpired Term
(vote for one)
James Wilson
Village Trustee
4-Year Term (vote for three)
Richard Sweeney 
Dennis D. Heins 
Robert Iversen 
Steve Meisch
2-Year Unexpired Term
(vote for one)
Chrissie Manis ►

Municipalities

VOTE April 7!

Vote 
April 7th!
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Village of Shabbona
Village President
4-YearTerm (vote for one)
Claudia Hicks
Village Trustee
Four Year Term (vote for three)
Joseph Perkins 
John L. Rood 
Daniel Nolan 
W. Marcus Cinnamon

Village of Somonauk
Village President
2-Year Term (vote for one)
Aaron Grandgeorge
Village Trustee
4-YearTerm (Vote for three)
Rebecca Morphey 
Richard McMillen 
Scott Merrill
2-Year Unexpired Term (vote for two)
Bradley Eade 
Justin Snider

Village of Waterman
Village Trustee
4-YearTerm (vote for three)
Roger Bosworth 
Michael P. Heiderscheidt 
Christy L. Andrews 
Slade Browder

School	Districts
Members of the Board of Education
Leland CUSD #1
4-YearTerm (vote for a total of four)

Unincorporated Area 
Claire Anderson 
Brad A. Riskedal 
Andrew B. Wold 
Jacques Wesson 
Alan Kinney
Earlville CUSD #9
4-YearTerm (vote for three)
Jennifer R. Smith 
Angela L. Koontz 
Barbara Meloy
Belvidere CUSD #100
4-YearTerm (vote for one)
1 shall be elected from  
Belvidere Township 44N Range 3E
Belvidere Township 44N Range 3E
Allison Reid-Niemiec 
Michael Rathbun 
Frank Marks
2 board members shall be elected  
from the remaining congressional  
townships (vote for two)

Remaining congressional townships
Holly A. Houk 
Lynnette Danzl-Tauer 
Heather Sell-Wick 
Kelly Galluzzo

Creston CUSD #161
Unexpired 2-Year Term
(vote for two) 
Matt Hueber 
Michelle Coglianese
4-Year Term (vote for four)
Erik Petry 
Amy Kerns 
Tonya M. Sarver 
Brian Sieg 
Leann Thompson 
Lisa M. Swift
Rochelle Township  
High School #212
4-Year Term (vote for three)
Jeffery S. Tilton 
Brian E. VanVickie 
Carol L. Hayenga
Steward Elementary District #220
4-Year Term (vote for four)

Incorporated Area
Julie Ann Greffe
Unincorporated Area
Julie Lovett 
Marcy DeLille
Eswood Community  
Consolidated Grade School 
District #269 
4-Year Term (vote for three)
Christine N. Schweitzer 
John E. Hintzsche

Paw Paw CUSD #271
4-Year Term (vote for one)
1 shall be elected from  
Wyoming Township 37N Range 2E
Wyoming Township 37N Range 2E
David Lilja 
Heidi I. McKee
2 board members shall be  
elected from the remaining  
congressional townships (vote for two)

Remaining Congressional Townships 
Steven B. Richey
CUSD #300
4-Year Term (vote for four)

Township 43N Range 8E Algonquin 
Steve Fiorentino
Township 42N Range 6E Hampshire 
Susie Kopacz
Township 42N Range 8E Dundee 
Joe Stevens
Central CUSD #301
4-Year Term (vote for four)

Township 41N Range 8E Elgin 
Mitchell L. Penar 
Laura W. Rabe
Township 40N Range 7E Campton 
Janet A. Marlovits 
Jeff Gorman ►

Municipalities, continued

Unincorporated AreaUnincorporated Area

Polls open 
6 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Township 41N Range 8E Elgin
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Kaneland CUSD #302
4-Year Term (vote for four)

Township 38N Range  
7E Sugar Grove 
Tony F. Valente 
Dan Nagel 
Jerry Elliott
Township 40N Range 7E  
Campton 
Ryan Kerry
Township 38N Range 7E  
Sugar Grove 
Peter D. Lopatin
Township 39N Range 7E  
Blackberry 
Gale E. Pavlak
Township 38N Range 7E 
Sugar Grove 
Teresa Witt
Township 39 Range 5E Pierce 
Pamela Voorhees

Genoa-Kingston CUSD #424
4-Year Term (vote for three)
Barbara L. Gustafson 
Paul Kruse
Indian Creek CUSD #425
4-Year Term (vote for three)

Township 38N Range 3E  
(Shabbona) 
Pamela Ottengheime 
Joshua Merchant

Hiawatha CUSD #426
4-Year Term (vote for two) 
2 shall be elected from Franklin  
Township 42N Range 3E
Franklin Township 42N Range 3E 
Trina V. Heeter 
Ryan J. Block 
Kenneth D. Sterling 
Amanda Fisher
2 board members shall be elected  
from the remaining congressional  
townships (vote for two)

Remaining Congressional Townships
Henry Burgweger II 
Nathan Watson

Sycamore CUSD #427
4-Year Term (vote for three)

Township 41N Range 5E  
(Sycamore) 
Stephen Nelson
Township 40N Range 5E  
(Cortland) 
Kristen Wrenn 
Julenne Davey

DeKalb CUSD #428
4-Year Term (vote for four)
Howard M. Solomon 
Kerry L. Mellot 
Ronald S. Adamson (write-in)
Fred Davis, Jr. (write-in)
James W. Mitchell (write-in)
Christine Smith (write-in)
Rick Smith (write-in)
Michael Welsh (write-in)

Hinckley-Big Rock CUSD #429
4-Year Term (vote for three)

Township 38N Range 6E  
(Big Rock) 
William Dunteman
Township 38N Range 5E 
(Squaw Grove) 
Timothy Badal 
Joan Umano 
Eric Wackerlin
Sandwich CUSD #430 
4-Year Term (vote for four)

Incorporated Area
Robert W. Miller

Unincorporated Area
Vicki Scharenberg 
Lisa Saitta

Somonauk CUSD #432
Unexpired 2-Year Term  
(vote for one)

Unincorporated Area
Norman Johnson
4-Year Term (vote for three)

Incorporated Area
Scott Horsch

Unincorporated Area
Tara Neidigh 
Thomas Nielsen ►

School	Districts, continued

VOTE April 7!
Rick Smith 
Michael Welsh 

Christine Smith 
Rick Smith Rick Smith 
Michael Welsh 



   DeKalb County Farm Bureau       31    

DeKalb County Advisory Question
“Do you support removing the corrupting 
influence of money on our political system by 
prohibiting politicians from taking campaign 
money from industries they regulate; increasing 
transparency for campaign funding; empowers 
all voters through a tax rebate voucher to con-
tribute to the candidates they support; prohib-
iting representatives and senior staff from all 
lobbying activity for five years once they leave 
office; and placing limits on super PACs?” 
Yes _____  No  _____

Burlington Fire Protection District
Proposition to create a new tax rate for tort 
liability fund purposes
Shall the Burlington Community Fire Pro-
tection District, Kane and DeKalb Counties, 
Illinois, be authorized to levy a new tax for tort 
liability purposes and have an additional tax 
of .145% of the equalized assessed value of 
the taxable property therein extended for such 
purposes?
Yes _____  No  _____
(1) The approximate amount of taxes extend-
able at the most recently extended limiting rate 
is $593,959, and the approximate amount of 
taxes extendable if the proposition is approved 
is $701,614.
(2) For the 2015 levy year the approximate 
amount of the additional tax extendable against 
property containing a single family residence 
and having a fair market value at the time of 
the referendum of $100,000 is estimated to be 
$48.33.

Malta Fire Protection District
Proposition to create a new tax rate for ambulance purposes
Shall the Malta Fire Protection District levy a special at a rate not to 
exceed 0.40% of the value of all taxable property within the district as 
equalized or assessed by the Department of Revenue for the purpose of 
providing an ambulance service?
Yes _____  No  _____
(1) The approximate amount of taxes extendable at the most recently 
extended limiting rate if $89,334.02, and the approximate amount of 
taxes extendable if the proposition is approved is $182,006.96.
(2) For the 2015 levy year the approximate amount of the additional tax 
extendable against property containing a single family residence and 
having a fair market value at the time of the referendum of $100,000 is 
estimated to be $133.32.

Hinckley Sales Tax
Proposition to impose a non-home rule sales tax
Shall the corporate authorities of the municipality of Hinckley be au-
thorized to levy a tax at a rate of one percent (1%) for expenditures on 
municipal operations, expenditures on public infrastructure, or property 
tax relief pursuant to Section 65 ILCS 5/8-aa-1.3 and 65 ILCS 5/8-11-
1.4 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes?
Yes _____   No  _____

Referendums

Waubonsee Community College District #516
6-Year Term (vote for not more than two)
Rebecca Oliver 
Patrick Kelsey 
Emmett Bonfield 
Jimmie Delgado

Community	College	Districts
Trustees

See a sample ballot
Before you go to the polls on Election Day visit the county 

website and view a sample ballot showing what candidates you 
will be voting on. Go to: www.dekalb.il.electionconsole.com/
voter-registration.php. You will be asked to provide your name 
and birthdate. 

A sample ballot will show you all of the races in your local 
area and referendums which you will have the opportunity to 
cast your vote. ■

VOTE April 7!

Kishwaukee Community College District #523
6-Year Term (vote for not more than two)
Bobbi (Roberta) Burke 
Kenneth F. Doubler
Unexpired 2-Year Term (vote for one)

No Candidate 
Linda Mason (write-in)
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Local FFA Chapters celebrated National FFA Week, 
Feb. 21-28, with a variety of activities that helped others 
learn more about FFA and agriculture. 
Chapters, like Indian Creek FFA, set up a petting zoo 
and drove tractors to school for the benefit of 230 young 
Shabbona and Waterman children.  They also held an 
appreciation breakfast for supporters of FFA and 
challenged fellow students in an Ag Olympics 
competition, among many other activities. 

FFA is more than a youth club of students 
wearing the blue and gold corduroy jackets.  

It provides awareness of all the career opportu-
nities in agriculture. It showcases an organiza-
tion that is unmatched by any other in developing 
leadership skills. ■

Allison Nehring shares her horse with Shabbona and 
Waterman children visiting ICHS during FFA Week.

Mrs. Tara Faivre’s fourth grade class of Waterman 
Elementary students take turns getting a closer 
look at a tractor during the FFA’s Tractor Day with 
the help of FFA’er James McCormick. 

Gabbie Cultra brought her goat to school to 
be with the other farm animals on display.
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Center	for	
Agriculture	News

Farm	Bill	Conservation	
Compliance	Changes

The 2014 Farm Bill imple-
ments a change that requires 
farmers to have a Highly 
Erodible Land Conservation 
and Wetland Conservation Cer-
tification (AD-1026) on file.  

For farmers to be eligible 
for premium support on their 
federal crop insurance, a 
completed and signed AD-1026 
certification form must be on 
file with FSA. The Risk Man-
agement Agency (RMA), 
through the Federal Crop 
Insurance Corporation (FCIC), 
manages the federal crop 
insurance program that provides 
the modern farm safety net for 
American farmers and ranchers.

Since enactment of the 1985 
Farm Bill, eligibility for most 
commodity, disaster, and con-
servation programs has been 
linked to compliance with the 
highly erodible land conserva-
tion and wetland conservation 
provisions. 

The 2014 Farm Bill continues the requirement that producers adhere to conserva-
tion compliance guidelines to be eligible for most programs administered by FSA and 
NRCS. This includes most financial assistance such as the new price and revenue pro-
tection programs, the Conservation Reserve Program, the Livestock Disaster Assis-
tance programs and Marketing Assistance Loans and most programs implemented by 
FSA. It also includes the Environmental Quality Incentives Program, the Conservation 
Stewardship Program, and other conservation programs implemented by NRCS.

Many FSA and Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) programs already 
have implemented this requirement and therefore most producers should already have 
an AD-1026 form on file for their associated lands. If an AD-1026 form has not been 
filed or is incomplete, then farmers are reminded of the deadline of June 1, 2015. 

When a farmer completes and submits the AD-1026 certification form, FSA and 
NRCS staff will review the associated farm records and outline any additional actions 
that may be required to meet the required compliance with the conservation compli-
ance provisions. 

FSA recently released a revised form AD-1026, which is available at USDA Service 
Centers and online at: www.fsa.usda.gov. USDA will publish a rule later this year that 
will provide details outlining the connection of conservation compliance with crop 
insurance premium support.  Producers can also contact their local USDA Service 
Center for information. ■

Breaking	New	Ground
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking 

out new ground for production as doing so without prior authorization may put a pro-
ducer’s federal farm program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that 
must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions. 

Producers with HEL determined soils must apply tillage, crop residue and rotation 
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.  

Producers should notify FSA prior to conducting land clearing or drainage projects 
to ensure compliance.  If you intend to clear any trees to create new cropland, these 
areas will need to be reviewed to ensure any work will not risk your eligibility for 
benefits. 

Landowners and operators can complete form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Con-
servation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to determine whether 
a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is necessary. ■
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Conservation	Awards
The DeKalb County SWCD recently 

honored the following at their annual 
awards night:

Conservation Farm Family – Sch-
weitzer Farms (Paul & Mary, Mike & 
Amy), Malta – for outstanding conser-
vation farm practices and total resource 
management.

Sustainable Ag Award – Don & Nayna 
Peterson, Genoa – for implementing ex-
ceptional sustainable agriculture systems 
on their farm.

Ken Rehn Honorary Award – Ron 
Ness, Hinckley – for dedicating several 
years promoting protection maintenance, 
improvement and wise use of soil, water 
and related natural resources (in memory 
of Ken Rehn).

Marketing	&	Merchandising	for	Farmers	Market	Vendors
Farmers Market vendors will learn marketing and merchandising tips and 

techniques at a workshop on Tuesday, April 7 sponsored by the University of 
Illinois Extension.

At the workshop, growers will hear from experienced vendors about some of 
their best marketing practices and direct-to-consumer marketing considerations 
that could make booths and products more appealing, thus boosting sales and 
creating repeat customers.

Andy Larson, Local Foods & Small Farms Extension Educator, will lead the 
workshop.

Farmers Market vendors will be given customer service tips that will bring 
people back week after week. The workshop will also cover packaging, pricing 
and displays to make products sell.

The workshop runs from 6 to 8:30 p.m. in the Conference Center of the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau. 

Registration is preferred, but walk-ins welcome. To register phone 815-758-
8194 or online go to www: web.extension.illinois.edu/bdo. ■

Science	Siesta!	Girls	+	Science	=	Fun!
Have you ever dreamt of spending the night in a museum? No, this isn’t a 

movie, it’s Science Siesta!  
Hosted by the University of Illinois Extension, this event for fourth-sixth 

grade girls will be held twice in 2015. Event dates are: Friday, April 10 to 
Saturday, April 11 and Friday, April 17 to Saturday, April 18. 

Both events will be held at the Discovery Center and Burpee Natural History 
Museums in Rockford. These action-packed overnights will combine the fun of 
a pajama party with hands-on science experiences.  

At Science Siesta, girls have the opportunity to meet actual females in science 
career fields from throughout northern Illinois. The scientists will share infor-
mation about their background and involve the girls in activities.

Following the face-to-face inter-
action with female scientists, youth 
participate in activities based on 
the “Wonderwise” curriculum.

Participating girls may choose 
one of three workshop tracks for 
breakout sessions:  “African Plant 
Explorer”, “Sea Otter Biologist”, 
and “Pollen Detective.” 

Both of the events will begin 
with registration at 5 p.m. on 
Friday and will conclude with 
check-out at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday.  
The registration fee is $40 per girl. 
The registration fee covers pizza, 
snack, and breakfast, admission 
to the Discovery Center Museum 
and Burpee Museum of Natural 
History, and all hands-on activities.  

For additional information, as 
well as to register for either one of 
these Science Siesta events, go to 
the University of Illinois Extension 
website at http://web.extension.
illinois.edu/bdo/ or call 815-758-
8194. ■

Outstanding Contribution to SWCD Effort – Paul Youngstrom, NRCS 
– for efforts in working with SWCD and natural resources.

Distinguished Merit Award – Bob Kyler, Kyler Excavating, Malta – for 
contributions in the field of soil conservation and water quality.

Outstanding Conservation Project – Russ Buchholz, Malta – for out-
standing conservation project and improving resource concerns.

Conservation Teacher of the Year – Scott Horlock, Sycamore High 
School – for outstanding natural resources education programs. ■

Spring	Fish	Sale
It’s time to order fish for stocking your pond. Orders for the Triploid 

Grass Carp are due April 2; all other orders are due by April 10. Pickup 
date is Saturday, April 18, 7– 9 a.m. at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
parking lot. Order forms are available on line at www.dekalbilswcd.org by 
clicking on the “Fish Sale” button or stop into the DeKalb County SWCD 
office. ■

Rain	Barrels	&	Tumbling	Composters
Now is the time to order your rain barrel or composter, made out of 

recycled food grade barrels. To find out more about these items go to: 
www.dekalbilswcd.org  and click on the “Rain Barrels and More” button. 
Place your order by April 17 and have it by April 27.  Call the SWCD 
office at 815-756-3237, ext. 3 for more information. ■
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“I have been very appreciative for the con-
tributions that the DeKalb Farm Bureau has 
had within my classroom. This has provided 
rich literature so my students can better un-
derstand agriculture. Also, I have gained so 
much knowledge, personally, by being part of 
the Summer Ag Institute courses and being on 
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Committee. I have 
enjoyed implementing what I have learned into 
my fourth grade curriculum. As the Agriculture 
Ambassador for our school, I am able to spread 
the information and experiences gained with 
our staff.” – Pam Bybee

“For the past couple of years, I have had the 
good fortune to be able to present Ag in the 
Classroom presentations.  Students are learning 
about Illinois products while learning map 
skills, both of which are important to me and 
my work.  I have also had the great fortune to 
work on many conservation programs partner-
ing with the DeKalb County Farm Bureau, over 
the past thirty years.” - Joe Bybee ■

Joe and Pam Bybee live near Lee on Joe’s family farm where 
they raise Christmas trees and have farmland in the Conservation 
Reserve Program. Joe works for the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture promoting conservation practices working with Soil 
and Water Conservation Districts in northeastern Illinois.  Pam 
has taught for 27 years in the DeKalb School District. She 
teaches fourth grade at Founders Elementary School.  They have 
four children: Lizzy (Nathan), art teacher, Springfield, with three 
children; Holly (Will), with the F.B.I., Springfield, with two children; 
Andrew, a senior studying art at Illinois State University; and 
Sam, a freshman at Kishwaukee Community College.

Joe & Pam Bybee

“We	both	are	very	grateful	to	

be	DeKalb	County	Farm	Bureau	

members,	as	well	as	to	be	beneficially	

connected	through	our	professions.”

Joe & Pam Bybee



Accuracy
where
it matters 
most.

Applying the right products to the right place is 
essential to each crop acre. That’s why growers 
turn to FS for custom application. Our applicators 
stay focused on what’s ahead by applying accurate 
inputs at just the right time in the crop life cycle. 
Our custom applicators maximize each acre and 
ensure your fields are ready for what’s next. 

Contact Conserv FS for your custom application 
needs.
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DeKalb Ross Williams 815-353-6991
Malta Nick Lapacek 219-816-0073
Waterman Paul Pecharich 815-509-5234
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Marengo Pat Roach 815-739-9162
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