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Mark Tuttle is a 4th generation farmer 
from Somonauk and president of the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

On the cover: Robert Kauffman, Ho-Ka Turkey Farm, Waterman

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President
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Friday Night Lights
As I spend my fall evenings harvesting this year’s crop I am reminded by distant 

stadium lights that agriculture has an overreaching impact on the sport of football.    
What would a brisk, fall evening be without football?  On the high school fields 

or at the college or professional stadiums, the sport of football consumes much 
of our fall weekends.  And from an agriculture perspective, it is a sport that also 
consumes much of agriculture.    

We all associate with the throwing of the pigskin (of course we really know it 
is made of leather from a beef cow).  But there are many other things that connect 
farming and football - programs and tickets  printed with soy ink on paper from 
trees, team shirts made from cotton, ankle tape made from corn dextrin and cattle 
gelatins - to name a few. 

More obvious are the food and drinks that we consume during a football game, 
with products that originate from the farm. I realize not all stadiums have the 
22-inch “Horse Collar” sausage or the cheese curds I am accustom to at Lambeau 
Field, but there are usually plenty of bratwurst, hot dogs, burgers and pork chops to 
go around.  

So as fall comes to a close and you are cheering for your favorite team, 
remember how each game brings agriculture closer to you. Each game is a tribute 
to agriculture. ■
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Find the PUMPKIN  
and win!

Let’s see if you can find the pumpkin 
(resembling the pumpkin above) in this 
month’s issue of our magazine and be 
eligible to win a $20 gift card. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org by Nov. 30 for 
your chance to win. 

When responding by email, the subject 
line of your message should read, “I 
found the pumpkin” and the body of your 
message must include the page number 
and exact description of the location of 
the pumpkin on that page. You will also 
need to include your name, address, 
phone number and age in the email.

Last month’s winner of the pumpkin contest 
was Rocio-Hernandez Swanson of Sycamore. 
The pumpkin was hidden on page 30 in  
the Center for Agriculture photo by the  
letter “A”. ■
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Nov. 19 
CAFO Meeting 

4 p.m. 
RSVP

Nov. 27-28 
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Dec. 1 
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12-Noon 
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A Bountiful Harvest
Farmers have come to expect that each harvest 

is different from year to year. Take this year’s corn 
harvest, for example – big crop, high moisture, 
lower test weights, low corn prices – all things that  
affect a farmer’s bottom line.

When people outside of agriculture hear that 
farmers harvested one of their best crops ever they 
assume that it’s a pretty darn good year for farmers.  
And it is, BUT…it takes a big crop to compensate 
for low grain prices and also allow farmers to pay 
off operating lines of credit and some debt.

Big Crop – Most farmers harvested a bumper crop with 200+ bushels/acre of corn 
(county average last year was 194 bu.).

High Moisture – Corn was harvested in the low-to-mid 20% moisture levels 
(which means you take a dock at the elevator for each percent of moisture above 
15% for number 2 corn).

Lower Test Weights – Test weights varied in the low-50 pound range (56 lbs. 
is the norm for corn).

Low Corn Prices – Cash corn prices fluctuated around $3.30 at harvest (five-year 
low, lowest price since 2009).

The 2014 corn crop will probably be one of our best crops. But keep in mind, 
there are more factors than just the yield that will determine how good of a farm 
year it was for DeKalb County farmers. ■
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Today One Farmer 
grows enough food 
to feed 158 People 
in the U.S. and abroad, 
compared to 100 
people thirty years ago. 
With improved efficien-
cies in management, 
equipment and technol-
ogy, farmers produce an 
abundance of food for a 
growing population. 

At the same time 
farmers are good 
stewards of the land 
and soil and work 
hard to grow safe and 
healthy food for their 
families and yours.

Source: USDA

Growing an abundance 
of safe & healthy food

Paige, Dave, Janel & Emery Erickson
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Corn 
Harvest

Farmers harvest DeKalb County’s  
top crop; corn yields are exceptional.

It’s been a bin-busting corn 

year with record-setting yields 

for many local farmers. Most 

farmers harvested 200+ 

bushel corn, exceeding last 

year’s best crop. 

Kingston farmers John and Matt 
Baenzinger have harvested some 
top corn yields but both say it will 
take those big corn yields to offset 
low grain prices. “Good yields, low 
test weights, high moisture and low 
grain prices” were the key factors 
at harvest time for the Baezingers. 

Higher corn yields were a result 
of good growing conditions, 
productive seeds and soils, and 
nutrient management.  Farmers also 
attribute the top crop to evading 
most pests, weeds and diseases.

Field corn matures
In the fall, after about 120 days of 

growth, field corn is mature. The corn 
plant changes from a dark green in the 

summer to tan by harvest time. Each 
plant produces usually one ear of corn.

When the moisture content of corn 
reaches about 20% farmers begin har-
vesting corn. In DeKalb County, corn 
is usually harvested in October and 
November. 

A combine harvests the corn by 
separating the kernels from the ear 
and then collects the kernels of corn 
in a holding bin while the cob and 
stalk are shredded and spread on 
the ground. When the bin is full, the 
combine operator augers the corn 
from the combine into a grain cart. 
The grain cart will then auger the corn 
into a truck or wagon to be taken to an 
elevator or stored in grain bins on the 
farm. ►

Many DeKalb County farmers harvested 200+ bushels of corn this year.

John and Matt Baenzinger have harvested 
some real good yields, but they say it will 
take big corn yields to offset low grain 
prices.
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Before being stored, the corn will 
be dried to 15% moisture, a moisture 
level that is acceptable for storage. 
Eventually, the corn will be delivered 
to a processing plant, converted to 
livestock feed or shipped overseas.

The many uses of corn
Most of the corn grown in the 

U.S. is field corn. Corn is our largest 
crop grown in our country, state 
and county. About 65% of DeKalb 
County farmland is used to grow 
field corn. 

So where does all of our corn go 
that is harvested? The largest use 
of our field corn, 48%, is fed to 
livestock, including hogs, cattle and 
poultry, which is then converted into 
meat for human consumption.  

The next greatest usage is for 
ethanol at 30%. There is a common 
misconception that ethanol raises a 
“food vs. fuel” debate. Ethanol pro-
duction only utilizes the starch from 
each corn kernel. The remainder of 
each kernel becomes an important 

It’s field corn, not sweet corn! 
The majority of corn that farmers harvest is field corn or  
dent corn that is processed into animal feed, food and fuel.

co-product of ethanol process-
ing, known as dried distillers grains 
or DDGs. DDGs have become 
a desirable high-protein 
component in feed for 
livestock, especially 
dairy and beef cattle. 

Eleven percent 
of corn is exported 
around the world 
and the remaining 
11% of corn ends 
up in products like 
soft drinks and juices, 
breakfast cereal, alcohol, 
and many other food and in-
dustrial products.

DeKalb County  
corn yields

This year may be one of the best 
for growing corn in DeKalb County. 

Last year’s corn crop averaged 194 
bushels per acre, second best to 

2007 when the county average 
was 197 bushels per acre.

The Department 
of Agriculture will 

release yield data 
in the spring of 
2015, which 
will indicate the 
county corn yield 
for 2014. 
Farmers measure 

corn by the bushel, 
the standard mea-

surement for grain. So if 
DeKalb County farmers produced 
200 bushel of corn this year on 
240,000 acres that means they 
hauled 48 million bushels of corn 
out of their fields.  Now that is a 
lot of corn! ■

Matt Baenzinger operates the combine during corn harvest near his Kingston farm.
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Turkey - Minnesota is the top turkey-producing state, followed by North Carolina 
and Arkansas. The average American eats 16 pounds of turkey a year.

Cranberries - Wisconsin is number one in cranberry production. Wisconsin 
cranberries are grown in marshes, which are flooded at harvest so the berries can  
“float” for easier collection.

Sweet Potatoes - North Carolina ranks above all others in sweet potato production. 
Fun fact: Sweet potatoes are native to North Carolina and were grown by American Indians  
when Columbus discovered America.

Pumpkin & Pecans - Illinois is the nation’s leading pumpkin producer. Prefer 
pecan pie over pumpkin? The pecans likely came from top producers Texas and Georgia.

Bread & Stuffing - One-third of the country’s wheat crop, the primary ingredient 
in breads, stuffing and pie crust, is grown in North Dakota, Kansas and Montana.

Green Beans - It isn’t Thanksgiving without green bean casserole. Wisconsin 
ranks first in the nation in snap (green) bean production.

Turkey - Minnesota is the top turkey-producing state, followed by North Carolina 
and Arkansas. The average American eats 16 pounds of turkey a year.

Thanksgiving Dinner
Where does all our  food come from?

Source: USDA
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And then the  
Alarm went off

I was heading westbound at  
3.2 mph while the thirty-foot grain 
platform gobbled up the ripe beans 
ahead of me – it reminded me of an 
eager contestant at an annual state 
fair pie-eating contest. Our 2014 
soybean harvest had begun!

So many combine gauges to watch 
all at once… engine rpm, ground 
speed, grain loss screen, header 
height, reel height, feeder tilt, reel 
speed, GPS screen…on and on they 
went. In those first minutes of harvest 
I am surrounded by controlled chaos.

All seemed well as I crested 
the first hill when suddenly the 
combine went silent, the header 
stopped, engine rpms dropped and 

as I returned the hydrostatic lever to 
neutral the whole machine stopped.  

Only then did I hear an alarm tone 
alerting me to the obvious. However, 
the sound was a gentle chiming – 
a  sound of reassurance that all was 
well – except for the fact that my 
combine had stopped threshing grain 
and was now full of whole soybean 
plants!

I reached for the two-way radio 
and relayed my predicament to my 
brother. “Did the horn go off?” he 
asked. “No,” I replied somewhat 
confused, “just a chiming sound.”

We both walked slowly around 

John Diedrich, Sycamore farmer

the idled machine and quickly 
realized the threshing mechanism 
had popped out of gear. Firmly, 
now in second gear, I fired the 
beast up and off we went with no 
further incidents.

“You should have heard a 
warning alarm, why didn’t it go 
off?  You better read the opera-
tor’s manual tonight,” my brother 
admonished me. Upon inspection, 
I came to find out our combine 
has four types of audible alarm 
tones – the one I heard was the 
“Chime Alarm” that sounds when all 
machine functions are normal. 

An alarm for normal? So I became 
curious. The Oxford College Diction-
ary defines “Alarm” as an anxious 
awareness of danger. And the defini-

tion of “Anxious” is a state of expe-
riencing worry, unease, or nervous-
ness, typically about an imminent 
event or something with an uncertain 
outcome.

Whew! It seems we now live in a 
very alarming world. No wonder I’m 
often on the edge of my seat while 
combining.

The sheer number and variety 
of alarm sounds that surround and 
accost us on a daily basis is stagger-
ing. My combine’s Chime Alarm 
taught me that some alarms go off to 
remind us that things are going well, 
although I’d like to argue how “well” 
things were actually going that day. 

This got me thinking though that 
perhaps the definition of alarm ought 
to be changed. If we are not meant to 
be feeling anxious about imminent 
danger, then why do we call an alarm 
clock just that?

As our technology has evolved so 
has our need for alarms. In farming 
it seems that every button I push 
is now associated with an audible 
blip or beep. On our smart phones 
we have them for appointment 
reminders, text messages, voice 
mails, etc. Oftentimes they are 

welcome alarms – music to our ears. 
This is changing our perception of 
what it is to be “alarmed.”

Just for fun, check out Pink Floyd’s 
classic song, “Time,” to hear some 
awesome alarm sounds being used as 
music. 

And, as you go about your day, 
ask yourself the following question: 
Is that really an alarm sound I hear?  
And the more important question: 
Can I dance to it? ■

Upon inspection, I came to find out our combine has four types of 
audible alarm tones – the one I heard was the “Chime Alarm” that 
sounds when all machine functions are normal.

John Diedrich is a 3rd generation 
farmer who grows corn & soybeans 
in rural Sycamore.
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Weeping Norway Spruce

Globular  Arborvitae

Bald Cypress

Kalley’s Compact Juniper

Photos courtesy of Ron Johnson
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Ron Johnson 
University of Illinois Extension  
DeKalb County Master Gardener

On the smaller ornamental side 
of things consider Junipers such as 
beautiful Kallay's Compact, Hetz 
Chinese or Blue Rug which is a nice 
ground cover.  Japanese Yew offers 
dark green foliage and red, fleshy fruit 
whereas the dwarf Serbian Spruce  
"Nana" is low growing and has silver-
green leaves.  Mugo Pine has graceful, 
pendulous branches and is slow 
growing. 

Proper selection of cultivars, albeit 
regular, dwarf and miniature, will 
maintain a true shrub size that you will 
be satisfied with.  

You may have noticed that the 
Eastern White Pine has been left out 
even though it is fast growing and 
native to the Midwest.  This is because 
this beautiful tree does OK in town 
where the wind is softened, therefore 
its burning effect is not as severe as it 
is in a wind break in the country. It is 
also intolerant of high pH soils.  

Douglas Fir is also absent because it 
is readily damaged by winds and has 
significant insect and disease concerns.  
These two examples are why it pays to 
obtain as much information as you can 
when purchasing conifers.

Several things to consider when 
selecting conifers for your home or 
farm landscape are: use/purpose, 

ultimate size, shape, color, texture, and 
the conditions the plant needs to grow.  

I recommend that you buy from 
local businesses.  In fact, I consulted 
with a Sycamore arborist as well as 
the University of Illinois Extension 
and the Morton Arboretum when 
writing this article.  Many of these 
plants are expensive and the people 
in the business know what works and 
what won't; it pays to take their expert 
advice. ■

Conifers - Hard 
Working Plants

A pleasant summer naturally 
repaired a lot of the damage to 
your evergreens with perhaps 
some patience and selective 
pruning.  However, some of your 
plants may have been really "beat 
up" by the severe cold, wind, and 
heavy snow or maybe you are 
tired of what you have and want to 
change things a bit.  

Whatever your motive, I will try 
and help you decide what conifer-
ous plants are available and appro-
priate for your property.

Cone Bearers  
& Evergreens

Cone bearers include Pines, 
Firs, Spruces, Yews, Hemlocks, 
Cypresses, Junipers, tall coastal 
Redwoods of California, plus 
the largest living things - Giant 
Sequoia.  

Botanically these plants are clas-
sified as Gymnosperms because 
of their naked seeds formed in 
cones. This method of reproduc-
tion preceded flowers evolving 
during the Permian period which 
is famous for its dinosaurs and oil 
deposits.  

Also known as evergreens, they 
have needle or scale-like leaves.  
None are really ever green as they 
shed and replace their needles. 
In fact, two Illinois species of 
needled trees are deciduous.  They 
are the Larch and Bald Cypress.

Conifer Choices
So let's go shopping!  The hard 

working conifers are planted as 
shelter belts/wind breaks, privacy 
screens, home and garden focal 
points, wildlife shelters, provide 
seasonal color in winter landscapes, 
and are the stars at Christmas-
time.  Trees to consider would be 
Fat Albert Spruce, Norway Spruce, 
Concolor Fir, Bald Cypress, and 
Dawn Redwood.  Emerald Green 
Eastern Arborvitae makes a dandy 
screen or four-season backdrop. 

Some folks like the look of 
the weeping Norway Spruce or 
Concolor Fir. These are always a 
topic of conversation in the home 
garden.  

Austrian and Scots Pine are not as 
good as their life is often cut short 
by the pine cyst nematode worm.  
The widely planted Colorado 
Blue Spruce often disappoints 
the homeowner after 15+ years 
of looking good when two fungal 
diseases tend to infect them; not a 
long term choice.  

When selecting conifers for your landscape consider: 
use/purpose, ultimate size, shape, color, texture, and 
the conditions the plant needs to grow.
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Farm & Food

“Gluten-Free”
What is gluten?

Gluten is a combination of two 
proteins which are found in wheat, 
barley, and rye. Gluten provides the 
elasticity to dough, helping it to rise 
and keep its shape. Individuals with the 
autoimmune disorder known as celiac 

disease must 
avoid gluten 
to prevent 
adverse 
health 
effects. A 
condition 
known as 
non-celiac 
gluten sen-
sitivity or 
gluten intol-
erance may 

also exist, but might be due to sensitiv-
ity to other components in wheat or a 
wheat allergy.

On the label
Although gluten may be found in 

some surprising places in processed 
foods such as lunch meats or salad 
dressings, many “Gluten-Free” label 
statements are more about marketing. 
For example, if you see apple juice or 
eggs with a “Gluten-Free” label, they 
obviously never contain gluten in the 
first place.
Sources: Merriam-Webster, Gluten, www.mer-
riam-webster.com/dictionary/gluten; U.S. Food 
& Drug Administration, ‘Gluten-Free’ Now 
Means What it Says, http://1.usa.gov/1qKYrnh; 
American Diabetes Association, What Foods 
Have Gluten?, http://bit.ly/1b16dhh

“No HFCS”
What is HFCS?

HFCS is the acronym for High Fructose Corn Syrup. Contrary to its 
misleading name, HFCS contains roughly the same amount of fructose 
as table sugar. When chemists developed the process of creating the 
sweetener from corn in the 1960s, it had previously been very difficult to 
create a substance with a level of fructose high enough to be comparable 
to table sugar. Once they succeeded, they named it “High Fructose” Corn 
Syrup as it was in fact higher in fructose than previous attempts. 

For comparison, table sugar (sucrose) is 50% fructose and 50% glucose. 
HFCS is found in two formulations. HFCS 55 contains 55% fructose and 
45% glucose, while HFCS 42 is 42% fructose, 58% glucose. 

On the label
Confusion and concern about HFCS has led 

some food companies to switch to other sweet-
eners and use “No HFCS” on food labels as a 
marketing tool. In reality, HFCS and table sugar 
(which HFCS most often replaces) are the same 
in their impact on our bodies’ levels of blood 
sugar, insulin, or hormones triggering hunger.
Sources: SweetSurprise.com, Comparing Sweeteners, 
http://bit.ly/ZMC8U8 ; Best Food Facts, True or Not? High 
Fructose Corn Syrup is a major cause of obesity in the U.S., 
http://bit.ly/1DJgIGP ►

Local Mom’s Perspective
“Knowing what is in the foods you 

eat is important. I find that looking for key 
ingredients is important now, more than 
ever, since focusing primarily on advertise-
ment can be misleading. Understanding the 
origins of certain ingredients allows me to 
make informed decisions. I try to follow 
my instincts and not the food-cultural 
trends, which are not always accurate.” ■

Jennifer Frances of Waterman is the mother of four 
girls, ages 4 to 19, and teaches middle school family  
& consumer sciences in Aurora.

Be Food Label Smart
Boggled by food labels? 

Here’s a quick primer that should help during your next grocery store visit.
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“Non-GMO”
What are GMOs?

GMO is the acronym for genet-
ically modified organism. While 
humans have modified practical-
ly all the organisms (plants and 
animals) we eat for centuries, the 
term GMO refers specifically to 
organisms precisely engineered 
when a copy of a gene or genetic 
material is transferred into the 
genetic code of the desired crop 
from an unrelated organism. 
Also known as transgenic modi-
fication, this is done to achieve 
a desired trait or traits, such as 
insect, disease, or drought re-
sistance, herbicide tolerance, or 
increased nutritional content.

A GMO is not an ingredi-
ent. Rather, it is a crop which 
has been engineered to contain a 
specific fragment of genetic in-
formation. For perspective, the 

Farm & Food

“No Added Hormones”
What are artificial hormones?

Synthetic hormones are sometimes used in both beef and dairy production. In 
beef, small hormone implants in the ear of the animal increase feed efficiency, 
meaning the animal requires less feed and time to reach market weight. In dairy, 
supplemental rBST (recombinant bovine somatatropin, also known as rBGH or 
recombinant bovine growth hormone) aids in production of milk for underpro-
ducing cows.

On the label
Hormones, or signaling molecules, are present in 

all multicellular organisms. Therefore, all the plants 
and animals we eat contain hormones, meaning a 
“hormone-free” label claim is false.

“No Added Hormones” on a label is misleading, as 
hormones aren’t added to food. Beef products may 
include this claim if the animals were not treated 
with hormone implants. For comparison, however, a 
3-oz. serving of beef from treated animals contains 

1.9 nanograms of estrogen and the same serving of beef from untreated animals 
contains 1.3 nanograms. The body of an adult man naturally produces 136,000 
nanograms of estrogen.

Pork or poultry items with this claim are no different than other pork or 
poultry items, as artificial hormones are not used to raise pigs, chickens, 
turkeys, or other poultry.

“No Artificial Growth Hormones” 
is a label statement sometimes seen 
on dairy products. This means the 
milk was sourced from farms which 
have agreed not to use rBST, the 
synthetic form of bovine growth 
hormone. However, there is no dif-
ference in the milk from cows not 
treated with rBST and cows which 
have been treated with the hormone. 
Both naturally-occurring BST and 
synthetic rBST are protein (not 
steroid) hormones that have no effect 
on human growth.
Sources: National Cattlemen’s Beef Asso-
ciation, Fact Sheet: Growth Promotant Use 
in Cattle Production, http://bit.ly/1nCWf2j; 
USDA Food Safety & Inspection Service, 
Meat and Poultry Labeling Terms, http://1.
usa.gov/1D8tf4g; Iowa State University 
Office of Biotechnology, Bovine Somato-
tropin (rBST), http://bit.ly/1D8pGv7; Dairy 
Farming Today, Dairy Dictionary: Definition 
of “rBGH or rBST”, http://bit.ly/1tkultT

corn genome—all the genetic information that 
makes corn what it is—contains about 32,000 
genes. Traditional breeding modifies 10,000 or 
more of these genes. Transgenic modification 
alters between 1-8 genes.

On the label
There are only eight commercially available 

GMO crops: alfalfa, canola, corn (field and 
sweet), cotton, papaya, soybeans, sugar beets, and 
summer squash. In the produce or frozen fruit/
vegetable areas of the grocery store, anything other than these aforementioned 
crops is “non-GMO” regardless of whether the label makes that claim. Ingre-
dients from corn and soybeans in particular can be found in many processed 
foods, so a “non-GMO” label statement on a processed food such as box of 
cereal means that all its ingredients were sourced from non-GMO crops (either 
non-GMO corn and soybeans or crops such as oats or wheat which have no 
available GMO varieties).

GMO ingredients are not allowed in USDA-certified organic foods, so a 
“Certified Organic” label automatically indicates a non-GMO product.
Sources: GMO Answers, What is a GMO?, http://gmoanswers.com/ask/what-gmo; Washing-
ton University in St. Louis, Amaizeing: Corn genome decoded, http://news.wustl.edu/news/
Pages/15093.aspx ► continued on next page
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Food Favorites

Turkey 
Pasta 
Salad
Susan Kauffman
Ho-Ka Turkey Farm

Combine dressing mix, sour cream, Miracle Whip and 
garlic salt.  Combine all other ingredients and mix together.  
Sprinkle with paprika.

This is one of our favorite recipes using leftover turkey!

Dressing:
1 pkg. Ranch salad  
 dressing mix 
8 oz. sour cream
1 cup Miracle Whip 
1 tsp. garlic salt

Ingredients:
2 cups cooked corkscrew pasta 
2 cups cooked turkey, chopped
1 cup celery, chopped 
1 cup red onion, chopped
1 cup green pepper, chopped 
1/2 cup slivered almonds
1 tsp. paprika

“Antibiotic-Free”
What are antibiotics?

An antibiotic is “a substance 
produced by or a semisynthetic 
substance derived from a microor-
ganism and able in dilute solution to 
inhibit or kill another microorgan-
ism” (Merriam-Webster). Antibiot-

ics are used 
in livestock 
production 
when needed 
to prevent 
disease or 
treat sick 
animals. A 
third use, 
growth 
promotion, 

will be eliminated in the next three 
to four years. Most antibiotics used 
to treat livestock are not used to treat 
humans.

On the label
The phrase “Antibiotic-Free” may 

appear on a food label if antibiot-
ics were not used in the production 
of the livestock animals raised to 
produce that food product. In reality, 
ALL meat and milk is antibiotic-free, 
as farmers follow mandatory with-
drawal times before meat or milk 
from a treated animal is used. All 
meat and milk is tested to ensure it 
contains no traces of antibiotics.
Sources: U.S. Farmers and Ranchers 
Alliance, Foodsource: Antibiotics, http://
www.fooddialogues.com/foodsource/anti-
biotics; National Pork Producers Associa-
tion, Antimicrobials/Antibiotics, http://bit.
ly/1zpurDQ ■

Be Food 
Label Smart

continued from previous page

Be Food 
Label Smart
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Family Health

New Knees 
No Pain
KishHealth System

“Treating joint pain is a multi-step 
process that often includes injections, 
medications, and physical therapy,” says 
A. Rishi Behl, MD, orthopedic surgeon 
on staff at KishHealth System’s Joint 
Center at Valley West Hospital. “Joseph 
tried several of these conservative treat-
ments without any lasting relief. In his 
case, surgically replacing both joints 
was the best option.”

Free Fall Risk Screening
Are you concerned about a loved one falling and getting injured? Do 

you have weakness in your legs? Are you ever dizzy or lightheaded? Do 
you live alone? What would happen if you fell and needed help? 

A fall can be very traumatic and lead to serious injury. While there are 
many factors that contribute to falls, aging does not have to be one of 
them. 

Call for an appointment at any of the KishHealth System Physical 
Therapy Center locations for a free fall risk screening.

Genoa – 815-784-2100
Hampshire – 847-683-4358
Sandwich – 815-786-8550
Sycamore - 815-748-8900

Working on his feet, Joseph 
developed osteoarthritis in both 
knees. As the cushions in his 
joints deteriorated, bone began to 
grate on bone, causing pain that 
made it difficult to remain active 
and do the things he loved. Using a minimally invasive technique, Dr. Behl performed a total 

knee replacement on Joseph’s left knee on April 8, 2014. Exactly three 
months later, he did the same to Joseph’s right knee.

A New Man
Joseph’s new knees are a big hit. Once painful and inflamed, his joints 

are now strengthened by durable synthetic materials precisely aligned 
to fit his anatomy. He’s now going for physical therapy and regaining 
strength. 

“I’m so glad I had this surgery,” Joseph says. “I’m finally able to get 
around. My wife and I get to do the things we missed, including going to 
our town-wide garage sale.”

Watch a video about joint replacement at www.kishjointcenter.org or 
call 815-748-2968 to schedule a tour.

“KishHealth System’s 
joint program at Kishwau-
kee Hospital and Valley West 
Hospital performs more 
than 300 joint replacement 
surgeries each year combined, 
along with providing coaching 
for patients, joint education 
programs, pain manage-
ment, and a wide variety 
of treatment options. It’s a 
patient-centered program with 
excellent outcomes,” says 
Dave Smith, coordinator of 
KishHealth System’s Joint and 
Spine Centers. ■
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Both Jason and Mike credit their 
farm upbringing to being better 
football players. The Genoa farm 
boys raise livestock on the Kuhn 
family farm. In the summertime they 
bale hay and straw, mow lawns and 
tend to the family garden.

“I’ve gained a lot of strength 
lifting hay bales,” said Jason. “It 
makes a difference in football if 
you are bigger, faster and stronger.” 
He complements his farm routine 
with weightlifting in the high school 
weight room.

Jason, a sophomore at Genoa-
Kingston High School, is a defensive 
end on the Junior Varsity team. The 

15-year-old also plays offensive 
guard for the Cogs. His JV team 
ended the season undefeated with  
an 8-0 record.

Mike played football during his 
high school days at Genoa-Kingston 
and was named to the Big Northern 
All-Conference team his senior year. 
Now, a freshman in college, he is 
a wide receiver on the JV/Varsity 
teams at Loras College in Dubuque, 
Iowa, a Division 3 school.

Playing football in college, Mike 

(Above) Brothers Jason and Mike Kuhn play football for the Genoa-Kingston High 
School Cogs and Loras College Duhawks teams. They attribute their farm background 
and sound work ethic to being better football players.

Brothers Jason and Mike Kuhn share a passion for football.  
The love of the game and their motivation to play high school and college football  

is driven by their commitment, a sense of responsibility and a good work ethic.

Hard Work Pays Off
On the Football Field & On the Farm

says it takes the game to a different 
level adapting to a new set of plays 
and players. “I played football with 
the same guys for six years at Genoa-
Kingston. It takes some adjustment 
with a whole new team of players.”  

Mike, 18, is a sports management 
major and hopes to continue his 
interest in sports by being an athletic 
director someday. At the moment, 
Duhawk football consumes much 
of Mike’s time with practices and 
games. 



   DeKalb County Farm Bureau®       15    

Mike Kuhn has shown champion 
Shropshire ewes at FFA and 4-H 
shows. His brother Jason also has had 
champion Dorset ewes at the shows. 

Jason Kuhn has bucked a few bales of hay and straw during his high school days.  
Baling and other farm chores help him gain strength for the game of football. 

The Kuhn family makes the 
two-hour trip to Dubuque to watch 
Mike’s home games and are just 
minutes away from Genoa-Kingston 
High School for Jason’s games. 

Both Jason and Mike say their 
biggest fans are their parents, Bill 
and Lisa, and grandparents, Bob and 
MaryLou. Their father, Bill, played 
football in high school and was also 
named All-Conference his junior and 
senior years.

“It’s awesome to watch the boys 
play football,” said Bill. “I don’t 
miss a game.”

Bill imparts that their farm family 
roots have kept the boys grounded 
and instilled in them a sense of re-
sponsibility and commitment. “When 
they are home they spend most of 
their farm time working with the 
animals, primarily sheep, and getting 
them ready for the shows,” he said. 

The brothers show at the 4-H 
and FFA fairs, as well as the Kane 
County Fair. The Kuhns have a flock 
of 30 purebred Dorset and Shropshire 
ewes and when lambing will have Football Stats

Mike Kuhn 
Wide Receiver, #84

Genoa-Kingston High School Cogs (freshman-senior yrs.) 
Loras College, Dubuque, IA, Duhawks (freshman) 

6 ft., 195 lbs.
Season Best: Senior year at Genoa-Kingston, 5 touchdowns, 
21 receptions, 400 yards; named Big Northern All-Conference 

Team & Big Northern All-Conference Scholar 

Jason Kuhn 
Defensive End, Offensive Guard, #72

Genoa-Kingston High School Cogs (freshman-sophomore yrs.) 
6 ft., 175 lbs.

Best Game: 4 sacks, 2 tackles in game against Marengo

Football is like life - it requires perseverance, self-
denial, hard work, sacrifice, dedication and respect 
for authority.   Vince Lombardi

as many as 50 sheep on the 
farm during the year. They 
also provide sheep for other 
members in their Genoa 
Prairie Gems 4-H Club to 
have the animal agriculture 
experience. 

Jason has a real appre-
ciation for living in farm 
country, on North State 
Road, Genoa. “I like the 
openness of the farm, and 
being able to see all around, 
especially the sky and stars,” 
Jason said.

He and his brother and father 
have tossed around a few footballs 
in their backyard. And they have 
also thrown a few baseballs, prac-
ticing for high school baseball 
games. But it comes second to their 
favorite sport of football.

“You just can’t beat Friday night 
lights and playing on your home 

turf,” said Mike. Jason agrees, 
“Putting on the jersey and 
wearing Cog gear is one of the 
coolest things.” ■
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Farm Country

FFA members and chapters 
from throughout DeKalb 
County were in the spotlight at 
this year’s National FFA Con-
vention. 

Five local students were 
presented the American FFA 
Degree on Nov. 1 in Louis-
ville, KY. Earning the American 
FFA Degree were: Josh Lesko, 
Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich 
FFA; and from the Sycamore 
Chapter – Paul Deutsch, Collin 

Local FFAs earn national honors

Does milk contain antibiot-
ics? Does meat bought at 
the grocery store contain 
hormones? Are GMO crops 
safe to eat?

Four Illinois Field Moms 
from the Chicago area ask 
DeKalb County dairy farmers 
Jeff and Bona Heinsohn about 
milk, meat, animal care and 
crops in new TV commer-
cials developed to answer 
consumers’ questions. Tele-
vision ads were filmed at the 
Heinsohn dairy farm located 
north of Kirkland. 

“Jeff and I wanted to do 
these commercials to explain 
to consumers where food 
comes from,” said Bona. “It’s 
so important for farmers to answer 
questions honestly and share what 
happens on our farms.”

These “Food on Your Mind” com-
mercials are currently airing on cable 
stations in the Quad Cities as part 
of Farm Bureau’s regional advertis-
ing campaign. Soon they also will be 

Jeff and Bona Heinsohn explain dairy farming and answer questions from Chicago 
moms as part of new television commercials now airing in the Quad Cities.

Heinsohns answer 
consumers’ questions

in Carbondale, Peoria, Champaign 
and Bloomington theater advertising 
markets.

Illinois Farm Bureau developed 
the four, 30-second commercials and 
also will be using them on social 

media sites. The television ads urge 
consumers to find more informa-
tion by visiting the website: www.
watchusgrow.org. ■

Hillquist, Kelsey Kendall and Christian Thurwanger. 
The American FFA Degree is awarded to FFA members 
who have demonstrated the highest level of commitment 
to the FFA.

Travis Hughes of the Genoa-Kingston Chapter earned national recogni-
tion with a Gold Star in Vegetable Production for his proficiency program.

Lillian Rabe of Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich FFA was selected as a 
member of the National FFA Band and performed throughout the conven-
tion.

In chapter recognition, Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich FFA was named a 
3-Star National Chapter, the highest rank a chapter can achieve from the 
National FFA organization. The chapter also received a gold at national in 
Food Science CDE competition and placed eighth in the nation. ■
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One of the meetings will be 
held at the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Center for Agriculture on 
Wednesday, Nov. 19. 

It is important to note that portions 
of the updated rules impact all 
livestock farms – not just those 
required to obtain National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permits from the Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency.

The meetings are open to all 
farmers. There is no charge, but res-
ervations are required prior to the 
meeting date. 

Information will be presented 

CAFO meeting on new state rules

from 4 to 6 p.m., followed by a meal 
at 6:30 p.m. Contact the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau to register for 
the meal and meeting, 815-756-6361.

Dates, locations and registration in-
formation for other meetings include:

• Nov. 18, Knox Agri Center, 
180 S. Soangetaha Road, Suite 101, 
Galesburg, call Knox County Farm 
Bureau at 309-342-2036 or visit 
knoxcfb.org;

• Nov. 20, Evergreen FS audito-
rium, 402 N. Hershey Road, Bloom-
ington, call the McLean County 
Farm Bureau at 309-663-6497 or 
email anna@mcfb.org. ■

Farm Country

Watershed resolution adopted by county
Last month Farm Bureau urged the County Board to adopt the East Branch 

of the South Branch Kishwaukee River Watershed Plan as an amendment to 
the Stormwater Management Plan for DeKalb County. 

The County Board approved Resolution R2014-54 at its October meeting 
which promotes good stewardship in the watershed and also provides the 
framework for attracting grant money to implement watershed practices.

“DeKalb County Farm Bureau supports the passage of this resolution as 
a tool to assist landowners with voluntary best management practices that 
improve the land they own or farm,” said Mark Tuttle, Farm Bureau president.

Tuttle applauded the County Board for adopting the resolution and 
providing a mechanism to accomplish goals of the watershed plan. ■

Livestock farmers will hear details of the new state rules for Concentrated 
Animal Feeding Operations (CAFO) at informational meetings hosted by the 
Illinois Farm Bureau and Illinois Pork Producers Association (IPPA). 

Meetings set for new Farm Bill
Farmers will learn more about the new Farm Bill at informational meetings 

planned for next month.
Two meetings are scheduled for December at the DeKalb County Farm 

Bureau Center for Agriculture. The dates are Wednesday, Dec. 17 at 2 p.m. 
and Thursday, Dec. 18 at 6 p.m.  

Sponsored by the USDA, speakers will include Janeen Vogeler, Farm 
Service Agency County Executive Director, and Russ Higgins, University of 
Illinois Extension Educator, Crop Sciences.

There will be additional meetings scheduled at a later date. Vogeler 
suggests farmers try to attend one of these meetings so that they can start 
making decisions for their farm. ■

U of I Farm 
Economic Summit

The University of Illinois 
Extension and members of the 
farmdoc team from the Depart-
ment of Agricultural and Consumer 
Economics will be holding a 
series of Farm Economics Summit 
meetings for producers, farm 
owners and agribusiness profession-
als.

One of the Summit meetings 
will be held on Monday, Dec. 15 
at Faranda’s in DeKalb. The Farm 
Economic Summit runs from 8 a.m. 
until 1 p.m.

Speakers from the farmdoc team 
will explore farm profitability 
outlook  and management challeng-
es for 2015.

Register online at: www.
regonline.com/2014IFES. Advance 
registration fee is $65 per person 
and includes meeting materials, re-
freshments and lunch. Registration 
at the door will be $75 per person as 
space permits. ■
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The responsibility of animal care is vital to the Kauffman Turkey Farm. 
Robert Kauffman knows that a healthy turkey is good for the welfare of the 
flock, good for consumer safety and also good for the farm’s bottom line.  

Robert raises 70,000 turkeys a year in both open-air environmentally 
regulated facilities and on the range. He believes turkeys adapt better to the 
indoors based on being protected from inclement weather and predators, such 
as coyotes.

To keep the farm environment clean and birds healthy, Robert does a 
complete cleanout between flock rotations. He disinfects the buildings and 
equipment and then cleans out the waterlines. “We 
take sanitation seriously,” said Robert, “and it 
makes a difference in getting the turkeys off to a 
good start.”

His turkey farm begins receiving thousands of 
poults, both toms and hens, in June from Midwest-
ern turkey farms. After about eight deliveries during 
the summer months, he has his complete flock.

Robert explains that early vaccinations are given 
to the young turkeys for the prevention of poultry 
diseases and to build their immune system. Antibi-
otics are only used to treat illnesses. 

“We treat flocks with antibiotics if 
they are sick,” said Robert. “It’s the 
right thing to do.”  He continues by 
noting that all of the turkeys are free 
of antibiotics, based on the withdraw-
al period, when dressed and federally 
inspected.

The Kauffman Farm is the largest 
turkey farm in the state, and one of the 

last remaining independent 
family owned and operated 
turkey farms in the country.  

Robert is president of the 
farm; Tom Klopenstein is 
farm manager.  Kauffman 
family members have 
helped with various aspects 
of the turkey farm over the 
years including wife, Susan, 
and daughters Shawna, 
Kayla and Nicole. ►

Raising 
Ho-Ka 
Turkeys
Robert Kauffman is committed  

to making sure his birds are  

well-cared for, healthy and  

safe at his Waterman  

turkey farm.
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Robert’s father, Howard, started the turkey farm in 1933 with 
a flock of 300. He came up with the name Ho-Ka by using the 
first two letters of his first and last names. 

The farm has its own dressing plant with about 100 employees 
that process the birds in November and December, in time for 
holiday dinners. Turkeys are dressed at 16-19 weeks of age.

The fresh, locally grown turkeys are sold on the Waterman 
farm in their retail store and in independent stores and local 
meat markets throughout Northern Illinois.

“Our customers tell us there’s an obvious difference (between 
our turkeys and others). That’s what we do—grow turkeys for 
quality and taste,” said Robert.

The turkey farm owner never tires of preparing his favorite 
meat for the holidays.  As a matter of fact, Thanksgiving is his 
favorite holiday. He roasts the turkey for his family and friends 
and complements it with stuffing, mashed potatoes and gravy.  
“Everything else is just an afterthought,” Robert said. ■

About Ho-Ka Turkeys
• All turkeys are fresh, locally grown in rural 

Waterman
• Turkeys are fed corn (soybean meal & protein) 

grown on Kauffman Farms & processed at 
Ho-Ka Feed Mill in Waterman

• Dressed turkeys range from 10 to 40 lbs.
• The largest Ho-Ka turkey dressed was 50 lbs.
• Contact: 815-264-3206, www.hokaturkeys.com

“To raise the best tasting turkey possible” is the farm’s mission. It’s what Robert is most  

   proud of, along with seeing the Ho-Ka farm name on the label in the meat counter.

Robert Kauffman stands among his hens in the open range lots on his Waterman farm. He raises 70,000 turkeys annually.
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“Farm Bureau is a valuable organization keeping its members 
informed about the environmental and legal issues that impact 
the agricultural industry and our farming operations. It is 
important to have this strong supportive voice for the agricul-
ture community. 

The many diverse programs and resources offered by DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau are vital to its members. From family 
events to health screenings, youth scholarships to Prime 
Timers, Farm Bureau has something for everyone. Our 
family has especially enjoyed working with the Ag Literacy 
Committee and Ag in the Classroom to help educate local 
children about how everyone is connected to agriculture.”

Jim, Angie, Carol & Katie Boesche

Farm Bureau members Jim and Carol Boesche 
grow corn and soybeans on their DeKalb farm, 
along with brother John Boesche. Carol has been 
involved with Ag in the Classroom programs and 
serves on the Ag Literacy Committee. Daughter 
Katie is a graduate research assistant at Purdue 
University and is working on her Ph.D. in dairy 
cattle nutrition. Daughter Angie is ag director for 
WSMI radio in Litchfield and brings listeners the 
latest agricultural news. Katie and Angie were 
awarded Farm Bureau scholarships.
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Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordi-
nator. Follow her Stray Kernels blog 
at www.straykernels.wordpress.com. 

Stray Kernels
    Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

I’m not just frustrated by erroneous 
food “facts” anymore. I’m furious. 

A lot of folks aren’t simply mis-
leading the public about food choices. 
They are flat-out lying. I used to 
give them the benefit of the doubt. 
“They got inaccurate information 
somewhere,” I would think. Or, “They 
misunderstood what they saw/read/
heard.” 

But here’s the deal: Accurate infor-
mation is readily available if you care 
enough to look for it and apply a bit 
of common sense in distinguishing 
credible vs. bogus sources. But in my 
book, if you spread fear and confusion 
without checking facts because it fits 

with your worldview or increases your 
sales, you’re lying because you didn’t 
bother to find out the truth first.

Here are two individuals currently 
topping my list of who NOT to trust 
with food information.

Dr. Oz. Where do I start? His list 
of confidently-spouted untruths is so 
long, he’s even been called before 
Congress to defend some of his claims. 
In a recent example of how he stokes 
consumer fears, his program aired a 
segment titled “New GMO Pesticide 
Doctors are Warning Against.” In this 
segment, he warned that the recently 
EPA-approved herbicide Enlist Duo is 
brand-new, toxic, and contains an in-
gredient used in Agent Orange. 

Some quick facts: Enlist Duo is a 
combination of two very safe herbi-
cides: 2, 4-D and glyphosate, neither of 
which are new. They are both readily 
available to consumers for use on 
lawns, precisely because their toxicity 

to humans and pets is low. The in-
gredient in Agent Orange that was 
determined to be contaminated with a 
deadly dioxin compound was 2, 4, 5-T, 
not 2, 4-D. 

In this example, Dr. Oz preys on 
fear of the unknown with emphasis on 
a “new pesticide,” and fear of harm 
by emphasizing the term “toxic” and 
unfairly tying Enlist Duo to Agent 
Orange.

Vani Hari, a.k.a. “Food 
Babe.” Hari is the individual behind 
the revelation that a chemical (azodi-
carbonamide) used to make yoga 
mats can also be found in bread. More 
recently, she charged that Starbucks’ 
Pumpkin Spice Latte contains, 
among other suspicious ingredients, 
“Monsanto Milk from cows fed GMO 
corn, soy, and cottonseed.” A quick 
cruise through her website surfaces 
phrases like “processed chemicals the 
food industry is dumping in our food,” 
and “Shocking: Why Are Doctors Rec-
ommending This Toxic Drink?” 

Some facts: azodicarbonamide is 
used to bleach flour and condition 
bread dough. Based on extensive 
review of safety studies, the FDA rec-
ognizes it as GRAS (generally recog-
nized as safe). 

More facts: Cows and other 
livestock have been consuming ge-
netically modified crops for nearly 
20 years. Analysis of feeding study 
data, (representing billions of animals) 
collected before and after GMO crops 
were present in livestock feed, shows 
no impact on animal health. Over 
2,000 credible studies have shown 
GMOs have no adverse effect on 
human health either.

Like Dr. Oz, Food Babe’s popu-
larity hinges on what I call the gasp 
effect, as in “<Gasp!> I didn’t know 
that! Do you mean that evil company 
is trying to pull one over on me to 
make money?” Fear is her tool, and 
she makes her living by instilling it. 

(I’m waiting for her to start a campaign 
to ban dihydrogen monoxide. It’s a 
chemical that is tricky to pronounce and 
found in industrial solvents, breast milk, 
and baby formula.)

Unfortunately, Dr. Oz and Food Babe 
are only two of the most notable culprits 
in the quest to frighten the public (and 
sell alternative foods or supplements 
while doing so). There are more, and 
they are adept at preying on our deepest 
worries about our health and safety. 

My advice? Approach new food 
facts with skepticism. Watch for use 
of “scary” words like chemicals, toxic, 
processed, industrial, and unnatural. 
Don’t fall for fear-inducing images 
(like a syringe injecting a mysterious 
substance into an ear of corn). Check 
other sources, but be skeptical.

If you don’t have time to check other 
sources, then do me a favor: Don’t share 
anything you learn from Dr. Oz, Food 
Babe, or anyone else who gets your 
attention by trying to scare you.

P.S. Here are some of my favorite, 
accurate sources for food and farming 
information:  
www.bestfoodfacts.org
www.geneticliteracyproject.org
www.fooddialogues.com  
www.watchusgrow.org ■

Food Facts: Who NOT to trust

My advice? Approach new food 
facts with skepticism. Watch 
for use of “scary” words like 
chemicals, toxic, processed,  
industrial, and unnatural.
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Ag Literacy

Ambassadors extend reach

Davenport Elementary (Genoa) kindergarten 
teacher Marcy Billington examines an ear 
of corn while completing a “Corny Math” 
activity during one of the recent Ag Literacy 
Ambassadors workshops.

Getting the word out regarding the 
educational resources and programs 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau has to 
offer schools can be an uphill battle. 
Another e-mail, flier, or brochure 
may often be just another piece of 
detritus to set aside until there’s time 
to review it… and of course for busy 
teachers that time rarely comes.

A much more effective method is 
word of mouth, which is why we try 
to identify an Ag Literacy Ambas-
sador in each school in the county. 
Now educators can learn about ag 
literacy resources and opportunities 
from coworkers they interact with 
every day.

Seventeen of the 33 Ambassadors 
gathered recently for a workshop 
designed to update them on new 
offerings and rekindle their enthusi-
asm for ag literacy. Participants tried 

out activities such as using ears of 
corn as inspiration for math ac-
tivities (see facing page), dissect-
ing and drawing diagrams of corn 
kernels, and discussing genetic en-
gineering and its use in crops. 

Each Ambassador also updated 
a “Relevant Resources” binder 
intended to be shared with fellow 
teachers. The binders contain infor-
mation on upcoming programs like 
Ag in the Classroom presentations 
and the Summer Ag Institute, a list 
of websites featuring accurate infor-
mation about modern agriculture, 
sources for facts about ag careers, 
and more.

Also highlighted during the 
workshop were Ambassador e-mail 
updates which are used as a primary 
method of communication. This 
discussion prompted Genoa kin-

(Above) Teachers participating in the September Ambassadors workshop included (front row, 
from left): Pam Bybee, Founders Elem., DeKalb; Ruth VanDee, Somonauk Christian School; 
Leslie Larson, Cortland Elem.; Sandy Rud, Somonauk Christian School; (standing): Debbie Dorf, 
Cornerstone Christian Academy, Sycamore; Sue Pelikan, St. Mary School, DeKalb; Carol Slutz,  
North Grove Elem., Sycamore; Deb Heinekamp, Woodbury Elem., Sandwich; Penny Jensen, 
Jefferson Elem., DeKalb; Emily White, Indian Creek Middle School, Waterman; Joann Pardridge, 
Shabbona Elem.; and Nina Pevonka, J.R. Wood Elem., Somonauk.

(Right) Ambassadors attending the October workshop included (clockwise from left): Marcy Billington, 
Davenport Elem., Genoa; Jan Bolander, West Elem., Sycamore; Nancy Chapman, Tyler Elem., 
DeKalb; Chip Larsen, Sycamore Middle School; and Sandy Arndt, Genoa Middle School.

dergarten teacher Marcy Billing-
ton to mention enthusiastically, 
“The video link you e-mailed 
recently about how pumpkins are 
grown was perfect. I immediately 
shared it with all the teachers in my 
building!”

The Ambassador program gives 
designated educators tools to 

connect their fellow teachers with 
ag resources. Teachers already 
have a constant barrage of infor-
mation and competing demands 
to contend with. With help from 
the Ambassadors, ag literacy can 
stay at the forefront.

For a complete list of Ag 
Literacy Ambassadors in DeKalb 
County schools visit www.dekal-
bfarmbureau.org/ag-literacy/
teachers/ag-literacy-ambassa-
dors/. ■
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Grab an ear of corn and do some corny math! Don’t have an ear  
of corn handy? Stop by DeKalb County Farm Bureau to get one.

1. Choose a spot on your ear of corn where the rows are fairly straight and even.  
  How many rows of kernels are there?  _________ rows
2. Was the number of rows even or odd?1 (circle one)    EVEN ODD
3. Now count how many kernels are in one row.2 How many are there?  _________ kernels
4. Now do the math to determine about how many kernels are on the ear. _________ kernels

Corny Science
1 During early ear formation, kernel rows begin as ridges of cells that divide into pairs. Thus, ears of corn always have 

an even number of rows. The number of kernel rows is determined largely by plant genetics, so ears from the same 
variety will generally have the same number of rows.

2 The number of kernels in each row (and the ear overall) is influenced by weather, insect damage, diseases, and avail-
ability of plant nutrients. By inspecting ears of corn in their fields throughout the growing season and making calculations 
like the ones above, farmers can make estimates of what their final yield (amount harvested per acre) will be.

Use the information provided in the box to solve the problems that follow.

(and some  
 science, too)

• Field corn usually produces one ear per stalk. Each ear has an average of 600 kernels.
• The average number of corn plants per acre is 34,000. (An acre is about the size of a football field.)
• A standard bag of seed corn contains 80,000 kernels and costs $360.
• Harvested corn is measured by weight. A bushel of corn weighs 56 pounds.
• In DeKalb County, the average corn yield is about 190 bushels per acre.

5. About how many kernels are produced in one acre of corn?  _____________________ kernels
6. How many pounds of corn are produced in one acre?  ________________ lbs.
7. How many acres can one bag of seed be used to plant?  ________ acres
8. What is the cost of seed per acre?  $____________

Complete this Corny Math page and return to DeKalb County Farm Bureau by Nov. 30 to be eligible to win a  
$20 gift card. To complete online, click the Corny Math link found at www.dekalbfarmbureau.org. 

Name ________________________________________________  Phone ________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________

Bonus question: A single row of corn would have to be 17,424 feet long to be equivalent to 1 acre. If all 
240,000 acres of corn planted in DeKalb County were planted in a single row, how many times would that 
row circle Earth at the equator?  __________ times
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Farm Bureau members will see 
the Great Land’s glaciers, wildlife 
and national parks in this once in a 
lifetime land and sea vacation!

An Alaska tour has been arranged 
for DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
members by Royal Travel and Tours, 
Inc. and Princess Cruises. The land 
and sea cruise is scheduled for July 
11-22, 2015.

Trips & Programs

BLACK TLACK TLACK IE TRIO
                  performs for PT’ers

The Black Tie Jazz Trio will perform for Farm Bureau Prime Timers on 
Monday, Dec. 1. The trio consists of Kirk Lundbeck, trombone/vocals, 
Denny Vaupel, keyboard/vocals and a percussionist.

Each of the musicians has a degree in music and has performed a wide 
variety of musical styles throughout their musical careers. Combining their 
talents, the trio plays music from jazz standards, show tunes in a jazz style 
and light, easy-listening smooth jazz. 

The trio has performed throughout Northern Illinois and the local 
community. Their current library consists of over 600 songs. 

Farm Bureau Prime Timers, “M” and “A+” members 55+ years, are 
welcome to register for this program and the monthly luncheon. Deadline 
to register is Nov. 25; lunch fee is $6.

The Jan. 5, 2015 Prime Timers program features Alaskan photos by 
Dan Leifheit.  Registration for this program will be accepted beginning 
Dec. 1. ■

Disney on Ice brings the number one animated feature film Frozen to life at the 
United Center in 2015. 

Farm Bureau has purchased a block of tickets for the Disney on Ice: Frozen 
show on Sunday, Feb. 8, 2015. Tickets are for the 11:30 a.m. show at the United 
Center, Chicago.

Seats for the ice show are located in the lower level, Section 111, rows 12-15.
Ice show tickets are $49 each and can be purchased at the Farm Bureau office. 

Ticket price includes the ice show and motorcoach transportation. Motorcoach will 
depart from the DeKalb County Farm Bureau at 9:15 a.m. and return by 3:30 p.m.

The ice show follows the same storyline as the animated film with favorite 
characters: royal sisters Anna and Elsa, rugged mountain man Kristoff, his loyal 
reindeer Sven, and the lovable snowman Olaf.

These tickets would make great holiday gifts for Farm Bureau families! ■

See Disney on Ice: Frozen

Explore ALASKA with Farm Bureau
In the land tour, members will see 

Fairbanks by city and in breathtaking 
views on an authentic sternwheeler 
riverboat cruise, with a stop at Gold 
Dredge to pan for gold.  In Denali, 
the group will enjoy a full day to 
enjoy one of America’s best national 
parks as part of a natural history 
motorcoach tour and then relax at 
Denali Princess Wilderness Lodge.

By railcar, members will travel 
from Denali to Whittier to begin the 
Voyage of the Glacier cruise. While 
cruising and in port stops members 
will see the Hubbard Glacier, 
Glacier National Park, Skagway, 
Juneau, Ketchikan and finally 
Vancouver, BC., all while enjoying 
the Coral Princess cruise ship – it’s 
amenities, meals and entertainment.

The land and cruise package 
price ranges from $2,400 to $3,700 
per person based on cruise cabin 
selection, double occupancy. It 
includes hotel accommodations on 
land, some meals, some land tours, 
cruise ship accommodations and 
meals, glacier cruising, roundtrip 
motorcoach transportation from 
Farm Bureau to O’Hare and return, 
land transfers and tour escorts.

Air fare is extra ($899/person). 
Travel protection insurance and 
optional tours are also extra.

A deposit of $1,000 per person is 
due at registration. Final payment is 
due April 20, 2015.

Members are urged to stop by the 
Farm Bureau office for a complete 
itinerary, an informational packet 
and to register. ■
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Our forefathers would be flattered by the historical  
markers that were recently installed commemorating major agricultural  
accomplishments from over a century ago.

Three historical markers were dedicated in DeKalb and Sycamore honoring 
the first Farm Bureau, first DEKALB seed corn plot and first farm advisor. The 
markers were sponsored by the Illinois State Historical Society, DeKalb Area Agri-
cultural Heritage Association, DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation and Allan 
and Ruth Aves. 

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Honored as the first Farm Bureau to form in the state of Illinois and among the 

oldest in the nation, a historical marker was placed outside of the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture.

It reads: “In 1912, an enterprising and forward-thinking group of farmers, busi-
nessmen, and bankers joined together to form the DeKalb County Soil Improve-
ment Association. This grassroots coalition became the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau, the first Farm Bureau in Illinois and among the oldest in the United 
States.”

“Originally dedicated to improving crop production, this farmer-led organization 
has evolved, finding solutions to challenges posed by America’s progressing agri-
culture and offering a wide variety of assistance to farmers, rural families and their 
communities.”

At the dedication ceremony 
in late September, Farm Bureau 
President Mark Tuttle commended 
forefathers for their forward-
thinking that sparked a grassroots 
movement and efforts to improve 
soil fertility and crop production. 

Tuttle remarked how the 
formation of the county organi-
zation 102 years ago led to the 
hiring of the first county farm 
advisor and the beginning of 
DEKALB hybrid seed.  Tuttle 
was joined by former Farm 
Bureau presidents Allan Aves and 
Paul Rasmussen and Foundation 
Board members at the dedication 
ceremony. ►

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation Board of Directors proudly stands by the historical marker commemorating the 
home of the first county Farm Bureau in the state of Illinois. They are: (from left) Jack Goodrich, Jamie Walter, Joan Fenstermaker, 
Mary Pritchard, Mark Tuttle, Allan Aves, Jim Stoddard, Jo Ann Skabo, John Ward and Paul Schweitzer. Missing is Terry Martin.

Honoring Our



First DEKALB 
Brand Hybrid Corn 
Breeding Plot

A historical marker was placed 
at the site of the first corn breeding 
plot for DEKALB hybrid seed corn 
located west of DeKalb near the 
corner of Rt. 38 and Nelson Road.  
The site was where Charlie Gunn, 
corn breeder, and Tom Roberts, 
manager of the DeKalb County 
Agricultural Association, began a 
hybrid corn breeding program on 
the J.J. Kingsley Farm in 1925. 

Through the science of hybridiza-
tion, the two entrepreneurs boosted 

corn yields. Gunn and Robert’s experimentation led to the production, distribu-
tion and marketing of the DEKALB brand of hybrid corn worldwide. 

Former employees of the DEKALB Ag company and members of the Roberts 
family were on hand for the dedication ceremony in August. 

Home of the First Farm Advisor 
The home and seed house of the first farm advisor was recognized with a 

historical marker at 339 West Roosevelt Street, DeKalb. William G. Eckhardt 
occupied the residency during his years as the county farm advisor. The family 
owned the house until his widow Eva died in 1980. The seed house was located 
north of the house and used for storing corn. 

Eckhardt was a University of Illinois agronomy professor and was hired by the 
DeKalb County Soil Improvement Association (predecessor to Farm Bureau) in 
1912 to help farmers improve soil fertility. He promoted rotating crops, planting 
more clover, using limestone and rock phosphate to maintain fertility, and 
offered soil testing services. 

He was deeply committed 
to farm productivity but 
also was a leading figure in 
the evolution of the farm 
advisor programs statewide.

The marker was dedicated 
in October at the former 
home of William G. 
Eckhardt, now owned by 
Thelma Petros, with repre-
sentatives of the Eckhardt 
family present. ■

Shown by the DEKALB corn 
breeding plot historical marker 
are (from left) DeKalb Mayor John 
Rey, Sue Breese, former DEKALB 
Ag employee and DeKalb County 
Historian, Rebecca Waller, with 
Monsanto, and Larry Mix, president 
of the DeKalb Area Agricultural 
Heritage Association.
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The home of the first farm advisor, William G. Eckhardt, 
was recognized with an historical marker located at 
Roosevelt Street in DeKalb.  Members of the Eckhardt 
family were on hand for the dedication (from left): 
William George Eckhardt, Jane Eckhardt McMullen, and 
(right) Catherine Eckhardt Bartholow, all grandchildren 
of the county’s first farm advisor. They are pictured with 
Thelma Petros (second from right), current homeowner.
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But college can be expensive. 
However, you don’t have to break the 
bank so your child can hit the books. 
A 529 plan could be your solution.    

What it is
A 529 plan is a college savings 

plan which allows families to con-
tribute and save for future college 
costs. You can open a 529 savings 
account for anyone regardless of age. 
You can even start a plan for yourself 
if you’re thinking of going back to 
school.  

529 plans are the best known edu-
cational fund available to the public. 
In March 2011, 529 plan assets 
totaled $146 billion, up 5.8 percent 
from the previous year.   

Most states sponsor at least one 
college savings plan. You don’t have 
to live or attend college in the same 
state as the sponsored plan.

Help plan for your child’s  
future with a 529 College Plan
Few things are more important than your child’s college 
education. College graduates earn twice as much as high 
school graduates, according to the U.S. Census Bureau.

529 advantages
There are advantages associated 

with 529’s, including:
• When it’s time to spend the 

money, earnings are not subject to 
federal, and in most cases, state tax 
if the money is used for qualified 
higher education expenses.

• The parent can control the 
account and has the right to change 
the beneficiary to another qualifying 
family member.  

Why 529’s are needed
The skyrocketing cost of college 

tuition is making 529 plans more 
important than ever. According to 
a report from The College Board, a 
freshman at a public school this year 
will pay $34,640 for four years of 
college tuition and fees.   

College tuition has increased at 
more than double the rate of inflation 

over the past two decades. The 
average student loan debt has grown 
to approximately $23,800. Starting a 
savings plan well ahead of time can 
help make sure you and your child’s 
financial security will be protected.

There are many factors to consider 
before selecting a 529 plan. Some 
plans offer favorable state tax or 
other benefits to residents of their 
state, but this varies from state 
to state. You may also find that a 
different state’s plan better fits your 
needs. You should also consider the 
investment objectives, risks, charges 
and expenses associated with 529 
plans before investing. 

More information about 529 plans 
is available in the issuer’s prospec-
tus, which should be read carefully 
before investing. 

If you have questions about 529 
plans or other methods of saving for 
college, call our office, at 815-756-
9536. ■

Registered Broker/Dealer, offering secu-
rities products and services: COUNTRY® 
Capital Management Company, 1705 N. 
Towanda Ave., P.O. Box 222, Blooming-
ton, Ill. 61702-2222, phone (866)551-0060. 
Member FINRA and SIPC.

1014-078
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Member Benefits

The DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau 

office is one of the drop-off sites for 
the holiday lights recycling program 
being sponsored by the DeKalb 
County Health Department. 

Lights being accepted from now 
until Jan. 9, 2015 include: mini-lights 
(or Italian lights), C7 lights, C9 rope 
lights, rope lights, LED lights and 
extension cords.

The DeKalb County Health De-
partment is partnering with DeKalb 
Iron and Metal (DIMCO) to recycle 
the lights.

Lights can be dropped off at Farm 
Bureau, Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Besides the Farm 
Bureau office, county residents 
may drop off holiday lights at the 
following locations during normal 
office hours:
Waterman Village Hall 
215 W. Adams St., Waterman
Sandwich City Hall
144 E. Railroad, Sandwich

Farm Bureau 
Calendars

Stop by the Farm Bureau office 
and pick up a free 2015 DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau calendar. 

The wall calendar features an as-
sortment of antique tractors - a 1944 
Farmall Model A, a 1939 Allis- 
Chalmers WC, a 1959 Oliver 660 
and a 1949 John Deere Model D, 
among others.

 Farm Bureau members are limited 
to one calendar per membership. ■

Recycle your holiday lights

Family Fun 
for 2015

Ready for some family fun? Farm 
Bureau families are invited to partici-
pate in two Rockford based events in 
2015. 

Bowling Tournament – The 
Northern Illinois Farm Bureau 
Bowling Tournament is scheduled 
for Saturday, Jan. 17 at Forest Hills 
Lane, Rockford. Registration opens 
at 1 p.m. and the tournament gets 
underway at 2 p.m. 

Visit www.winnebagoboonefarm-
bureau.org for more information 
and a registration form. Cost to par-
ticipate is $14. 

Farm Bureau Night at the 
Rockford Ice Hogs – Join Farm 
Bureaus from Northern Illinois 
to see the Rockford Ice Hogs vs. 
Milwaukee Admirals on Saturday, 
Feb. 7 at 7 p.m. Cost per ticket is 
$14. Contact the Winnebago-Boone 
Farm Bureau, 815-962-0653, to order 
your tickets. ■

City of DeKalb Municipal Building 
200 S. Fourth St., DeKalb
Genoa City Hall
333 E. First St., Genoa
DeKalb County Health Department
2550 N. Annie Glidden Rd., DeKalb
DeKalb Park District  
Sports & Rec Center 
1765 S. Fourth St., DeKalb 
Sycamore Centre
308 W. State St., Sycamore
Kishwaukee Family YMCA
2500 Bethany Rd., DeKalb
Haish Gym
303 S. Ninth St., DeKalb ■

For more information about the Holiday Lights Recycling Program  
please call the Health Department, 815-758-6673. 

Michelle Houts, author of award-winning “The 
Beef Princess of Practical County” and its sequel, “The 
Practical County Drama Queen” will be visiting Farm 
Bureau on Nov. 20. 

Michelle married the farmer of her dreams and lives 
in Ohio where they are raising kids, calves, hogs, cats, 
and a dog. Teachers, students, and families, don’t miss 
this opportunity to meet Michelle.

Thursday, Nov. 20 – DeKalb County Farm Bureau
4 p.m. – Meet Michelle Houts
4:30 p.m. – Author presentation: “Farmer Jones,” 

     “Charlotte’s Web,” and the Farm Books We All Love

After the presentation, books will be available for purchase 
and signing. “The Beef Princess” is $7, and “Drama Queen” 
is $9 (cash only). Michelle’s other books, including new  
releases “Winterfrost” and “Kammie on First,” will also be available. ■

Meet the author
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Conserv FS’ Crop Specialists are an integral part 

of the company’s agronomy team - driven to help 

farmers maximize profits through agronomic 

products and services.

“The Crop Specialists are a relationship partner 
(with local farmers),” said Leah Becherer, Conserv FS 
agronomy sales and marketing manager. “They provide 
the tools needed to allow growers to be successful.”

Becherer works closely with the 14 crop specialists in 
the FS system (5 in DeKalb County) that make recom-
mendations on seed, nutrient management, fertilizer, 
crop protectants and data management.

Meet FS’ New Crop Specialist 
Justin Wassmann is the newest Crop Specialist, having 

joined the company in September. He is working in 
concert with fellow crop specialists, Chuck Hettel and 
Paul Pecharich, and Waterman plant manager Bernie 
Engh to accommodate growers in his region of DeKalb, 
LaSalle and Lee counties.

Wassmann says he is developing relationships with 
current customers and expanding his base to garner new farm clients. 

“What makes my job easier is that this company is grower-owned and grower-
operated. Farmers have a stake in Conserv FS and help decide the path of the 
company for years to come,” he said. 

Another advantage for Wassmann is his familiarity with many of the local 
farmers, having grown up on his family’s farm near Waterman. And, he brings 
seed sales experience to the job as well as a degree in agricultural economics and 
crop science from the University of Illinois.

“Meeting with farmers comes naturally for me and I enjoy working with 
them to provide the best products and services and at the same time maximize 

their profitability,” said 
Wassmann.

“Together, we look at 
agronomics on a field-
by-field basis. We use 
our Agronomy-Plus 
program that incor-
porates all of the field 
data into our system 
to review and make 

Growing Farmer Relations

Conserv FS Crop Specialists 
Serving DeKalb County
Waterman – Justin Wassmann, 815-739-8224
Waterman – Paul Pecharich, 815-509-5234
Waterman – Chuck Hettel, 815-739-6411
Malta – Nick Lapacek, 219-816-0073
DeKalb – Ross Williams, 815-353-6991

agronomic recommendations,” 
the Crop Specialist noted.

Currently Wassmann is 
working with farmers on fall 
fertilizer applications and taking 
seed corn and soybean orders 
for next year. He also is devel-
oping field maps and analyzing 
nutrient data. 

“As a Crop Specialist, it’s my 
job to understand farming opera-
tions and farmers’ goals. Then 
I can help develop agronomic 
plans for farmers,” said 
Wassmann. 

What’s the best part of 
the job? Wassmann says it’s 
“working with farmers” and 
“every day is different.”

New Crop Specialist Justin Wassmann (right) is developing 
relationships with local farmers like Jim Fritsch (left), Earlville farmer, 
while analyzing field data and making agronomic recommendations.

www.conservfs.com
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The Grainger Foundation presented the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Foundation with a check for $5,000 to 
support Farm Bureau’s agricultural literacy efforts.

Agricultural Literacy is one of the Farm Bureau orga-
nization’s priorities in connecting people to their source 
of food, fiber and fuel. This outreach is accomplished 
with teachers and students in the classroom, through 
publications like the Connections magazine and Ag Mag 
newspaper, and other ag literacy programs.

The Connections magazine, mailed to Farm Bureau 
members, engages readers and strives to improve 
consumers’ confidence in and trust of farmers and their 
farming practices. The Ag Mag newspaper is utilized in 
the classroom and features DeKalb County farmers along 
with information about local agriculture, food and farms. 

Rob Gatz, Market Manager for W.W. Grainger, Inc., 
presented the check to the Farm Bureau Foundation.

Our thanks to Grainger for their generous donation in 
support of agricultural literacy in DeKalb County! ■

Grainger donates  
to FOUNDATION

Rob Gatz, Market Manager for Grainger and representing the 
Grainger Foundation, presented a check for $5,000 to the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Foundation for agricultural literacy. Mariam 
Wassmann, Farm Bureau Foundation Administrator, accepted the 
check on behalf of the Foundation.

FOUNDATION welcomes year-end giving
Consider the DeKalb County 

Farm Bureau Foundation for Agri-
culture in your charitable giving. 

Charitable giving is one way to 
give back and support worthwhile 
causes in your community and at 
the same time it also provides tax 
savings.

The DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Foundation for Agricul-
ture welcomes year-end giving to 
direct funds for effective Foun-
dation programs. With additional 
funds, the Foundation can make a 
difference by building awareness 
and understanding of agriculture.

The Farm Bureau Foundation 
was established as a 501 (c)(3) to 
accept tax deductible donations 
to fund initiatives important to 
agriculture. The Foundation will 
accept charitable contributions of 

money, real estate, farmland and 
securities with various funding 
opportunities available such as 
named endowments and donor-
advised funds.

The Foundation’s 2014 fund-
raising campaign welcomes gift-
giving in these areas: 

Cultivating Paths – This fund 
accepts any level of gift-giving.

The Giving Field – Individu-
als who make a commitment to 
donate $200 or more annually for 
life will get their name engraved 
on a nameplate on a donor wall in 
the Farm Bureau lobby.

Legacy Gift – Create a legacy 
by giving a substantial gift to the 
Foundation of $10,000 or more 
and be named on the donor wall 
and other recognition.

Named Endowment – Set up a 
named endowment with a major 
contribution of $50,000 or more 
and be listed on the donor wall and 
in other recognition. 

To make a donation, please 
contact Foundation Administra-
tor Mariam Wassmann, 815-756-
6361, mariamwassmann@dekalb 
farmbureau.org. 
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Chicago moms visit 
DeKalb County farm

Dina Barron of Oak Park wanted to meet a farmer and learn more about food 
production. As a mother of six children, she had concerns about food safety.

“As a mom, I want to make sure that my kids are getting good, safe foods,” 
said Barron. “And I had concerns and questions (for farmers),” she said.

What she found in her farm visits was transparency among farmers who 
welcomed conversations about farm and food topics. 

“Farmers were respectful of consumers’ concerns and were very open about 
topics like hormones and antibiotics,” said Barron. The Chicago mom was also 
impressed with farm technology and the science and business side of agricul-
ture.

Lynn and Mike Martz welcomed the group of Chicago moms to their farm 
just like they have been doing for the past three years as part of the Illinois 
Farm Families program. The Martz/Larson family talked about their grain 
and cattle farm and had discussions about GMO’s, antibiotics, hormones, and 
animal care.

“We feel it’s important to have these conversations with 
consumers about our farm products,” said Lynn Martz. “By 
visiting our farm they can see first-hand how we raise cattle 
and grow crops and then share that information with their city 
friends.”

At the Larson family farm in Maple Park, the Chicago 
moms were treated to a ride in the combine and a delicious 
beef lunch. Family members showed the urban women how to 
prepare beef brisket, shared family beef recipes, and offered 
tips on cooking beef.

The Larson Farm was the last tour of the year for the Chicago moms group. 
In previous tours the women visited the Gould hog farm in Maple Park, the 
Drendel dairy farm in Hampshire, the Jeschke grain farm in Mazon and a 
grocery store to learn about food labeling.

Dina Barron of Oak Park was excited to 
ride in a combine and observe harvest. 
As one of the Chicago moms, she was 
impressed by the technology and auto-
steer features of the combine.

Lynn Martz talks to Chicago moms and answers questions during 
a tour of the family beef and grain farm. Last month’s farm visit 
was the final tour of the year for the Chicago moms group.

“As a mom, I want to make sure that my 
kids are getting good, safe foods. And I had 

concerns and questions (for farmers)” 

Dina Barron, Oak Park

Chicago moms are part of the 
Illinois Farm Families coalition 
sponsored by the Illinois Farm 
Bureau, Illinois Pork Producers As-
sociation, Illinois Corn Marketing 
Board, Illinois Soybean Associa-
tion, Illinois Beef Association and 
Midwest Dairy Association. 

Illinois Farm Families are 
committed to having conversations 
with consumers, answering their 
questions about food, farmers and 
farming, and sharing what really 
happens on today’s Illinois family 
farms. 

Illinois Farm Families is now 
accepting applications for the 
2015 Chicago moms. Chicago and 
suburban moms can apply by going 
to: www.watchusgrow.org. ■
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Classmate Hannah Hanks was 
also glad to have the experience 
of visiting local farms. “It’s good 
to be educated about what you’re 
eating,” she said. There was a lot of 
new information to absorb, she also 
observed. One of the many new facts 
that stood out for her was “that a cow 
can’t give milk until she has had a 
calf.”

Keygun and Hannah were just two 
of the 275 Sycamore Middle School 
students who visited three local 
farms in October for a first-hand look 
at the source of their food. 

The event was part of a cross-
curricular effort to inform students 
of the importance of agriculture. 
Ag Literacy Coordinator Rhodora 
Collins, Sycamore Middle School 
teachers, and Sycamore High School 
Ag Instructor Kara Poynter worked 

Students spend a day on the farm

together to organize 
the adventure. Students 
and teachers visited 
Heisner Dairy Farm, 
Jones Family Farm, 
Old Elm Farms, and 
DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau.

At the dairy farm in 
Esmond, Otto Heisner and son Patrick 
explained the steps involved in raising 
and milking their Holstein cattle. 
Students watched a cow being milked 
and interacted with newborn calves. 
They also observed the process of ar-
tificial insemination.

Participants toured the Clare area 
Jones Family Farm and listened to 
farmer Tracy Jones and volunteer 
Doug Dashner as they described 
how a beef cattle and grain operation 
works. Students saw how the feedlot 
is organized, discussed field corn, 

learned about grain handling 
systems, and got a close-up look 
at modern farm machinery.

During their visit to Old Elm 
Farms, pork producer Steve Ward 
outlined the process of caring for 
hogs in their nursery and finishing 
operation. Sycamore FFA 
members also gave a presentation 
about machinery safety during this 
stop.

Area beef producer 
Tracy Jones explains the 
components of cattle feed 
during the Sycamore Middle 
School 8th grade field trip. 
His was one of three farms 
visited during the event.

Eighth graders Keygun White and 
Jake Gile examine food labels to 
determine whether they contain 
ingredients from corn or soybeans 
during the Ag Scavenger Hunt at 
Farm Bureau.

At the Farm Bureau, Sycamore 
FFA members gave a presentation 
about agricultural classes and the 
FFA organization and conducted a 
hands-on floriculture activity. Other 
FFA members helped to facilitate an 
Ag Scavenger Hunt in which pairs 
of students completed hands-on 
activities at a series of farm- and 
food-focused learning stations. As 
they visited the stations, students 
investigated agricultural careers, 
live poultry, products from corn & 
soybeans, beef & dairy terminology, 
and others. 

All told, roughly 2,375 Sycamore 
eighth graders have experienced this 
trip over the past 14 years. That’s 
2,375 people—many now young 
adults—who now have a better un-
derstanding of why farming is so 
important to our quality of life. ■

Sycamore eighth grader Keygun White wasn’t looking 
forward to the field trip that would take him and his class-
mates to local farms and the Farm Bureau for a crash 
course in agriculture. Partway through the day, however, he 
had learned so much that he posted on Facebook that he’d 
like to be a dairy farmer. He also gained interest in joining 
FFA once he reached high school.
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Center for  
Agriculture News

Vegetative Filter Strip Law
Since January 1, 1997 landowners 

in the State of Illinois have an oppor-
tunity to participate in the Vegetative 
Filter Strip Assessment Law. The Law 
provides for a reduction in the assessed 
value of cropland certified as meeting 
the requirements of the law to 1/6 of its 
value. 

For a filter strip to qualify for this 
tax break it would need to meet the 
following criteria:

• Any cropland surrounding a surface 
or groundwater conduit is eligible 
(lakes, streams, rivers, ponds).

• The minimum and maximum 
width of the vegetative filter strip width 
eligible for the assessment reduction is 
determined by the slope of the land on 
which the vegetative strip is located.

• The vegetative filter strip must be 
part of a conservation plan and must 
provide for a uniform ground cover; 
have a heavy fibrous root system; and 
tolerate pesticides used in farm fields.

Vegetative filter strips play a valuable role in protecting our bodies of 
water.  They can intercept undesirable contaminants from runoff before 
they enter a waterbody by slowing the velocity of runoff; they increase the 
settling of suspended soil particles; provide increased infiltration of runoff 
and soluble pollutants; increase absorption of pollutants on soil and plant 
surfaces; and allow for uptake of soluble pollutants by plants. 

The Vegetative Filter Strip Law is a voluntary program. If you are a 
landowner and would like to learn more about this program you can contact 
the DeKalb County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) at 815-
756-3237, extension 3. 

The SWCD will assist you in implementing a conservation plan or certi-
fying an existing vegetative filter strip. Landowners are responsible to file a 
certification form, once it has been approved by the SWCD with the County 
Supervisor of Assessments. ■

Key Dates for New 2014  
Farm Bill Safety Net Programs 

USDA announced key dates for farm owners and 
producers to keep in mind regarding the new 2014 
Farm Bill established programs, Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC).  

The new programs, designed to help producers better manage risk, usher in 
one of the most significant reforms to U.S. farm programs in decades.  

Dates associated with ARC and PLC that farm owners and producers need 
to know: 

• Sept. 29, 2014 to Feb. 27, 2015 - Land owners may visit their local Farm 
Service Agency office to update yield history and/or reallocate base acres. 

• Nov. 17, 2014 to March 31, 2015 - Producers make a one-time election 
of either ARC or PLC for the 2014 through 2018 crop years. 

• Mid-April 2015 through summer 2015 - Producers sign contracts for 
2014 and 2015 crop years.  ►
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Center for Agriculture News

Holiday Gifts from the 
Kitchen/Garden
Dec. 3, 1:30-3:30 p.m., 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
with Marilyn Csernus  
and Candice Miller

Join Extension for an 
afternoon of learning, crafting 
and fun. 

Holiday gifts don’t have to be 
extravagant and expensive. We’ll 
show you some fun and easy 
gifts you can make from what’s 
already growing in your garden 
and what you have in your 
kitchen. Participants will take 
home their crafts created during 
the class. 

Preregistration is required, 
please go to web.extension.
illinois.edu/bdo for more infor-
mation, or contact Michelle  
Petragallo at 815-758-8194. ■

U of I Corn & Soybean Classic
Jan. 9, 2015, Kishwaukee College

Mark your calendar for the 2015 University of Illinois Corn & Soybean Classic.
Aaron Hager, U of I Extension weed specialist, said this year’s program will 

continue the tradition of providing clientele with the most current and timely in-
formation related to crop production, marketing, and pest management.

One of the dates and locations for the 2015 Corn & Soybean Classics is on  
Jan. 9, 2015 at Kishwaukee College, Malta. Others are being held at various 
locations throughout the state in January.

Look for more information in the coming months at the Boone/DeKalb/Ogle  
U of I Extension website at: web.extension.illinois.edu/bdo. ■

Save the Date for Gardener’s Pathway
Feb. 28, 2015, Kishwaukee College

Gardener’s Pathway returns for its 15th year! Join us for a one-day workshop 
featuring the latest ideas and insights on enhancing one’s gardening, landscape and 
ecological experience. 

Retired U of I Extension Educator, Greg Stack, will open the day, and Amanda 
Thomsen, blogger and author of “Kiss My Aster”, will speak after lunch. There 
will be 18 breakout sessions throughout the day presented by Extension educators 
and local experts. ■

Key Dates for Farm Bill
continued

• October 2015 - Payments for 
2014 crop year, if needed.  

USDA leaders will visit with 
producers across the country to share 
information and answer questions on 
the ARC and PLC programs.  

USDA helped create online tools 
to assist in the decision process, 
allowing farm owners and producers 
to enter information about their 
operation and see projections that 
show what ARC and/or PLC will 
mean for them under possible future 
scenarios.  

The new tools are now available 
at www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  Farm 
owners and producers can access 
the online resources from the con-
venience of their home computer or 
mobile device at any time.  

Covered commodities include barley, 
canola, large and small chickpeas, 
corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, 
lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry 
peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium 
grain rice (which includes short grain 
rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, 
sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton 
is no longer a covered commodity.  

Producers may contact their local FSA 
office for more information or to schedule 
an appointment. ■

2015 Acreage Reporting Dates
Producers who file accurate and timely 

reports for all crops and land uses, 
including failed acreage can prevent the 
potential loss of FSA program benefits.

Please pay close attention to the acreage 
reporting dates below, as some dates have 
changed. 

In order to comply with FSA program 

eligibility requirements, all 
producers are encouraged to visit 
their local County FSA office to 
file an accurate crop certification 
report by the applicable deadline.

The following 2015 acreage 
reporting date is applicable for 
Illinois:

December 15, 2014 - Perennial 
forage (with an intended use of 
haying or grazing), all fall seeded 
crops including winter wheat.

If a perennial forage crop is 
reported with the intended use of 
“cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the 
acreage must be reported by July 
15, 2015.

For questions regarding crop 
certification and crop loss reports, 
please contact DeKalb/Kane/
DuPage County FSA Office. ■

For more information and to register for these Extension programs, contact 
Michelle Petragallo at 815-758-8194 or email mpetra@illinois.edu; or visit the 
Extension website: web.extension.illinois.edu/bdo.
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DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178

Thanksgiving Blessings


