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Mark Tuttle is a 4th generation farmer 
from Somonauk and president of the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Connecting to You

On the cover:  
Elizabeth Koenig, Hinckley

The	Good	Things	in	Life
As we approach Thanksgiving I reflect on the countless things in my life that I 

am forever grateful.   
First and foremost is my family. There is also our family’s faith that bonds us 

together and helps us face the challenges we are given. Then there is the good 
health of both family and friends.  

As a farmer, I am also thankful for the opportunity to do what I love, day 
in and day out, and that is to provide safe and healthy food for my family and 
others. To accomplish this, I put a lot of faith in Mother Nature from planting to 
harvesting my crops.

To say the least, this fall has been exceptional. Crop conditions and yields were 
good and Mother Nature provided ample time to harvest the crop and prepare the 
soils for next year. I have also finished the year with no major equipment break-
downs and above all have had a safe harvest.

It’s been a successful farming year based on a good harvest. But the fruits of 
my labor, in providing neighbors and friends a nutritious meal, have always been 
the highpoint of my job.  

So as you sit down at the Thanksgiving table this year, please reflect on the 
good things in your life. Give thanks for your family, your faith, your friendships 
and your good health. And, if you get the chance, take time to thank a farmer! ■
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Calendar
November

Nov. 26-27 
Thanksgiving Holiday 

Farm Bureau Office closed

December
Dec. 2 

 “A Wonderful Life” 
Farm Bureau Trip 

Fireside Theater, WI 
9 a.m. Departure

Dec. 5-8 
Illinois Farm Bureau 

Annual Meeting 
Chicago

Dec. 7 
“Miracle on 34th Street”  

Stage Coach Players 
Prime Timers Program 

12-Noon 
$6, RSVP by Dec. 1 

Dec. 24-25 
Christmas Holiday 

Farm Bureau Office closed

Meetings held at the Center for  
Agriculture unless otherwise  
noted.  For most meeting  
reservations contact the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau  office,  
815-756-6361.Find	the	corn	kernel	

and	win!
Let’s see if you can find the corn 

kernel (resembling the one above) in 
this month’s issue of our magazine 
and be eligible to win a prize. (Hint: 
It’s not on pages 25 or 29).

Email your answer to connections 
@dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 
815-756-6361, by Nov. 30 for your 
chance to win. 

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact 
description of the location of the 
kernel on that page. You will also 
need to include your name, address 
and phone number in the email.

Correct answers will be put into 
a drawing and one winner will be 
drawn to receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the 
pumpkin contest was Beth Peccarelli 
of DeKalb. The pumpkin was hidden 
on page 31 in the photo of the white 
van.

Thank	You,	Farm	Women!
Behind every good farmer there’s a farm 

woman. Okay, so I changed up this line a bit to make 
a point. The point being, farm women contribute sub-
stantially to the family farm.  

Recently, I spent some time with six local farm 
women (featured in this edition) who helped their 
farm partners bring in this year’s crop. The farm 
women drove combines, grain carts, semi-trucks 
and grain wagons. They were a dynamic part of the 

harvest crew. I was inspired by their love of farming and admired their desire to be close 
to Mother Nature from sun up to sun down. What awesome farm women!

As I left each farm I couldn’t help but think how we naturally assume male farmers run 
the big farm equipment, but seriously there are plenty of female farmers that drive Case 
IH and John Deere tractors! I was one of them back in the day when my dad showed me 
the tractor seat and he counted on me and my sisters, as much as my brothers, to run our 
red equipment. I would venture to say there are some dads out there today that show their 
daughters the tractor seat and I applaud them for that.   

Rest assured, not all farm women drive farm equipment. Some work in the farm office, 
cook meals, feed livestock, have off-farm jobs, maintain the household, raise a family, 
and the list goes on and on as farm partners who play a vital role in the overall success of 
the family farm. Thank you, farm women, for all that you do for agriculture! ■

Follow us!

facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

Instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

twitter.com/DCFBureau

Send magazine comments to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
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Growing Corn Yields
DeKalb County corn yields have increased significantly over the past 70 years.  

 56 bushels of corn in 1944

 91 bushels of corn in 1964

 129 bushels of corn in 1984

 180 bushels of corn in 2004

 194 bushels of corn in 2014

Source: USDA
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Conserving Soil
You’re	driving	by	farm	fields	and	
notice	that	the	crops	are	gone.	But	
what	are	those	tractors	doing	and	
why	do	the	fields	look	so	different?

After fields have been harvested farmers 
till their fields as a management and con-
servation practice. Tillage is done to bury 
residue, speed up decomposition of the crop 
residue, control erosion, and breakup any 
soil compaction.

With fall tillage, farmers manage crop 
residue. In other words they manage the 
amount and distribution of the crop and 
other plant residue on the soil surface. 
Residue management involves all soil dis-
turbing activities like tillage and nutrient 
applications.

Residue and tillage management go hand-
in-hand as part of a farmer’s conservation 
plan. These management tools are most 
effective when used with other conservation 
practices like grassed waterways, contour-
ing, and field borders.

Farmers	manage		
residue	with	fall	tillage.

There are several types of residue and tillage management systems. 
The DeKalb County Soil and Water Conservation District identifies four 
methods which are used on local farms.

Conventional Tillage – This system disturbs 100% of the soil surface, 
including moldboard plowing, and leaves less than 15% residue on the 
soil surface. In DeKalb County, about 38% of the corn cropland is con-
ventionally tilled.

Mulch Till – Tillage is done using a chisel plow, disk, field cultivator, 
and combination of tillage tools. This type of tillage leaves approximate-
ly 30% residue cover. About 36% of local fields are mulch tilled.

Reduced Tillage – This tillage system may include a chisel plow or 
vertical tillage implements, referred to as rippers, and leaves between 16 
to 30% residue. In the county, about 24% of the corn fields use reduced 
tillage practices. 

No-Till – The no-till system has minimal soil disturbance with 
51-100% residue cover. Typically, the cropland is left undisturbed from 
harvest to planting except for nutrient injection. One form of no-till is 
strip-tillage. In this type of tillage, soil is left undisturbed except for strips 
where the soil is tilled and residue is removed to facilitate planting in the 
spring. A mole knife is used to till a zone of about 10 inches wide and 4-5 
inches high. Only 2% of local farmers use no-till farming methods. 

Ron Ness, Hinckley farmer, has been strip-tilling his corn and soybean 
fields for about 20 years. He uses a strip-till ripper to break up compac-
tion and then when he applies anhydrous ammonia his rig makes the 10 
inch soil strips which resemble ridges. ►

Jason Ness pulls their strip-till ripper across corn stubble. The Ness’ have been strip-tilling for about 20 years and have seen good 
results in both corn and soybean fields.
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“The right tillage practices will 
provide more productive soils.”

Oftentimes farmers experiment with 
different tillage methods on a smaller 
acreage to work out the “bugs”, to 
make adjustments, and see if certain 
tillage implements work on their farm. 
Managing residue from harvest up 
until planting is crucial to a farmer’s 
soil conservation plan.

Because of the variety of tillage 
systems, corn and soybean fields may 
look different as they lay idle from 
fall through winter and spring months. 
Some fields will be left as you see 
them and then planted with corn or 
soybeans, or fields may require another 
pass of tillage in front of the planter. ■

Source: USDA, NRCS, 
“Residue and Tillage Management” 

This soybean field was strip-tilled for fall by Jason Ness. This method of tillage holds 
nutrients in place, promotes earthworm channels and residue cover.

Jason and Ron Ness, Hinckley farmers, prefer strip tilling their farm ground. They  
are shown in front of their strip-till ripper that they are currently using for fall tillage.

Corn Tillage in DeKalb County - 2015
38% Conventional (15% or less residue)
36% Mulch Till (30%+ residue)
24% Reduced Tillage (16-30% residue)
  2%  No-Till (51-100% residue)

Source: DeKalb County Soil  
& Water Conservation District

“The noticeable differences are better water absorption and a residue 
cover,” says Ron. With this stepped-up conservation, Ron says, “Strip 
tillage holds nutrients in place, promotes increased earthworm channels 
and less weed competition. It also means fewer passes across the field, less 
labor and fuel costs.”

Many considerations are made by farmers in their choice of tillage 
systems.  Some include: soil type and slope of field, condition of the field 
following harvest, the previous year’s tillage and soil drainage. Plus there 
are other factors that enter into tillage decisions such as economics and 
farm field productivity. 

“Farmers are doing a better job and making positive changes in their 
tillage practices – getting away from the moldboard plow and going to 
minimum till,” says Dean Johnson, 
conservationist for the DeKalb County 
Soil and Water Conservation District.

Johnson says that tillage choices 
vary between farmers and farm fields. 
“Every farm is different, like prescrib-
ing medicine to a person. Farmers 
figure out the right prescription for 
their farmland. They do what is best 
for the land,” he said. 

As good stewards, farmers are 
more in tune with soil health and soil 
quality today, explained Johnson. 
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John Diedrich, Sycamore farmer

John Diedrich is a 3rd generation 
farmer who grows corn & soybeans 
in rural Sycamore.

I write this November column 
from the cab of my combine. 
George and I are waiting for a semi-
truck in our last field of corn for the 
2015 harvest. The quality of corn 
grain coming directly out of the 
field is the finest that we have ever 
seen. Mother Nature has once again 
been teacher, guide, counselor and 
friend during this long and very 
challenging growing season.

I am totally aware of this space 
in which I sit and write my final 
column for Connections. I gracious-
ly accept the gifts of patience and 
peace that surround me. I am drawn 
to the words and the sculptures of 
the Scottish artist, Andy Goldswor-
thy. In the introduction to his book, 
“A Collaboration With Nature”, he 
wrote the following:

“Movement, change, light, growth 
and decay are the lifeblood of 
nature, the energies that I try to tap 
through my work. I need the shock 
of touch, the resistance of place, 
materials and weather, the earth as 
my source. I want to get under the 
surface. When I work with a leaf, 
rock, stick, it is not just the material 
in itself, it is an opening into the 
process of life within and around 
it. When I leave it, these processes 
continue.”

My wife is an artist and our 
home is filled with the works of 
fellow artists that we have collected 
and traded with over the past 40 
plus years. Goldsworthy speaks a 
language that moves me on a very 
deep and near cellular level. His 
photograph is the result of what 
he describes as arriving in a place 

Shaking	Hands	With	The	Space
and allowing time to slow and then 
purposely “shaking hands with the 
space” before he begins to work.

I have employed Andy’s philoso-
phy of place when taking my own 
photographs. Upon my arrival I find 
myself asking the question, “What 
would Andy do?” I intentionally 
shake hands with the space before 
I take even one photo. This works 
equally as well in my Midwest-
ern cornfield as it does in Glacier 
National Park.

Much like Goldsworthy, we  
grain farmers are constantly  
connecting things in our efforts to 
produce. It also occurs to me that  
it is only through the process of  
disconnection that we get paid.  We 
disconnect the ear of corn from the 
stalk; we disconnect the soybean 
seed from the pod. We disconnect 
those very plants from the earth to 
prepare for next year’s crop.

In our high tech world we are  
aggressively being sold the belief 
system that only by being in a  
constant state of connection to the 

What a thing it is to sit absolutely alone,
in the forest, at night, cherished by this
wonderful, unintelligible,
perfectly innocent speech,
the most comforting speech in the world,
the talk that rain makes by itself all over the ridges,
and the talk of the watercourses everywhere in the hollows!
Nobody started it, nobody is going to stop it.
It will talk as long as it wants, this rain.
As long as it talks I am going to listen.

Thomas Merton

fastest internet speed will we be  
successful, popular and really ‘hip’  
to what is happening everywhere in 
the world!

My response to this sales pitch is 
the conscious choice to celebrate 
both the connections and the 
disconnections in my life events. 
I now embrace the chaos and the  
calm and will conclude my year- 
long contribution to Connections 
Magazine with this poem by  
Thomas Merton. 

Thank you for reading. ■
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Got	a	question		
for	a	farmer?

Submit your farm and food questions to  
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org.	

We will share questions with our local farmers 
and publish their answers as space allows in 

upcoming issues of Connections.

Q:	How	do	beef	farms	approach	sustainability?

A:	Farmers	are	committed	to	sustainability	by	
taking	care	of	the	land,	their	animals,	and	
the	environment,	while	feeding	a	growing	
population.

Defining	Sustainability
According to the Environmental Protection Agency, sustain-

ability is “everything that we need for our survival and well-be-
ing depends, either directly or indirectly, on our natural envi-
ronment.” The EPA also states, “To pursue sustainability is to 
create and maintain the conditions under which humans and 
nature can exist in productive harmony to support present and 
future generations.”

Some people associate sustainability with a closed produc-
tion cycle, where all the feed used to produce the meat to sell 
originates from the same farm. The manure is used to fertilize 
the crops and very little from the “outside” is utilized.  Salt, 
vitamins and minerals are sometimes necessary to balance the 
nutritional needs, especially in drought years when the crops 
are less nutrient-rich.

Sustainability	on	our	Beef	Farm
The food industry relies on beef producers to provide meat 

choices for those that cannot produce their own food. So, in 
my mind, sustainability is the need to continue to provide safe, 
abundant, and healthy beef for the 7.375 billion people on the 
earth, with the least detrimental impact on the environment 
while utilizing any number of waste or by-products from other 
sources.

Some of the basic sustainable practices that we, as beef 
producers, use to prevent soil loss and utilize the nutrients are 
crop rotation, cover crops, liquid manure injected in the soils, 
intensive grazing, pasture management, soil testing, and manure 
management plans. Any combination of these can help increase 
the sustainability of a beef cattle farm.

Feeding	the	World	
Looking forward, there are estimates 

that we will need 70% more food to feed 
the growing population by 2050. In the 
20th century alone, the world popula-
tion grew from 1.65 to 6 billion people. 
Current estimates show our world popula-
tion will reach 8 billion by 2024.

Sustainability is a complex topic and 
encompasses many sectors in agricul-
ture including environmental, social and 
economic. Farmers have been and will 
continue to look for ways to be more sus-
tainable in today’s environment. ■

Roy	Plote is a sixth generation farmer from Leland. He 
farms with his brother and brother-in-law raising beef 
cattle, corn, soybeans, wheat and hay. Roy and his wife, 
Janet, have two sons, Ethan and Avery.
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Not only is a rain garden 
a very Green addition 
to your landscape but it 
will also flaunt the kind 
of natural beauty nature 
intended. 
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Rain Gardens are one of the 
hottest things going in gardening 
and landscape design these days. 
The reason is simple. A Rain Garden 
is a very GREEN landscape idea.

But what is a Rain Garden? Quite 
simply, a Rain Garden is a shallow 
depression in the yard designed 
to collect rain water flowing from 
the roof of your home, garage, 
driveway, sidewalk or other 
landscape feature.

Oftentimes a plastic tile is 
installed to carry water directly from 
the downspouts to the Rain Garden 

basin. The shallow basin is planted 
with a diverse group of native plants 
that thrive on intermittent periods of 
very wet and then dry.

So, why do we say a Rain Garden 
is a very GREEN idea? There are 
many environmental benefits, but 
perhaps the single most important is 
water conservation. Think of a rain 
garden as a small water recycling 
system. Rather than sending storm 
water down the street or down a 
stream, a Rain Garden slows down 
and captures a lot of the fresh water 
from a rain event.

Deep roots aid percolation
The deep, massive root systems 

of the native plants open up the soil 
profile allowing quicker percola-
tion of storm water so that it can be 
returned to the water table. Roots 
that die in the soil over time create 
channels deep in the soil which 
further enhance this water absorp-
tion/percolation effect.

Years ago when most of the in-
frastructure for our communities 
was built, the focus was in chan-
neling storm water the shortest way 
out of our communities. Instead 
of capturing and recycling this 
precious fresh water resource so 
it could be returned to the water 
table, way too much water from rain 
events simply flowed down the river 

Make your next garden project really GREEN	

Make	it	a	Rain	Garden

Ron Peabody, University of Illinois Extension 
DeKalb County Master Gardener and Master Naturalist

away from our communities. And of 
course, a whole host of nasty things 
were and are carried along with these 
flood waters: lawn pesticides, indus-
trial pollutants, lubricants, sediments 
and many others. Rain Gardens help 
alleviate this downstream flooding 
and pollution.

Nature-crafted beauty
Yes, a Rain Garden is a very 

GREEN addition to your landscape, 
but it can also be aesthetically 
pleasing flaunting the kind of natural 
beauty nature intended. Native forbs 
such as Butterfly Milkweed, Pale 
Purple Coneflower, Purple Prairie 
Clover, Prairie Blazing Star, Culvers 
Root and many other provide their 
striking and unique colors to the rain 
garden feature.

But don’t forget the native grasses 
and sedges. About half of the 
plants in our rain garden should be 
comprised of water loving sedges 
and grasses. They’re the ones that do 
a good share of the “weed preven-
tion” duties. Without them, trouble-
some agricultural weeds seem to find 
a niche.

For all of your gardening questions, 
call the Hort Help Desk and talk to 
a DeKalb County Master Gardener. 
Call us at 815-758-8194. ■

1. Most of our infrastructure was designed 
to get rain water away as quickly as 
possible. Rain Gardens slow down and 
capture water form a rain event helping 
to minimize the loss of this valuable 
resource.

2. Start your Rain Garden with a shallow 
basin with a level bottom usually about 
6-12 inches deep. Heavy equipment and 
surveying tools are not necessary for 
small rain gardens.

3. The bright red blooms of Cardinal 
Flower can a be a real standout.

4. Beautiful native flowering plants provide 
a burst of color to the Rain Garden.
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Farm Country

Local students were honored with the 
American FFA Degree at the National FFA 
Convention in Louisville, KY. They included 
(from left): Joe Warhurst, Somonauk-Leland-
Sandwich; Justin Clausen, Sycamore and 
Justin Bolander, Sycamore. Also receiving the 
American FFA Degree was Travis Hughes, 
Genoa-Kingston.

The American FFA Degree is the highest 
honor an individual can achieve from the FFA.

In chapter recognition, Somonauk-Leland-
Sandwich was honored as a two-star Gold 
Emblem Chapter, the highest rank a chapter 
can achieve from the national organiza-
tion. The chapter also earned a gold in Farm 
Business Management CDE competition and 
placed 14th in the nation. ■

U	of	I	Farm	Economic	Summit	set
The University of Illinois Extension and members of the farmdoc team 

from the Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics will be 
holding a series of meetings for producers, farm owners and agribusiness 
professionals.

One of the Summit meetings will be held locally on Tuesday, Dec. 15 at 
Faranda’s in DeKalb. The Farm Economic Summit runs from 8 a.m. until  
1 p.m.

Speakers from the farmdoc team will explore farm profitability outlook 
and management challenges for 2016. 

Register online at www.regonline.com/2015FES. Advance registration 
fee is $65 per person and includes meeting materials, refreshments, and 
lunch. Registration at the door will be $75 per person. ■

Local	students	earn	American	FFA	Degree

Apply	now	for	ALOT	program
Applications are now being 

accepted for Illinois Farm Bureau’s 
Agricultural Leaders of Tomorrow 
(ALOT) program. Members inter-
ested in enhancing their leadership 
skills are urged to apply. 

This year’s ALOT classes will 
be held in northern Illinois from 
January through March 2016. 
Classroom studies cover leadership, 
communication and professional 
skills, political process, agricultural 
economics, global issues and Farm 

Bureau and affiliated companies. 
The ALOT program is limited 

to 25 participants. There is a $700 
tuition fee, which covers meals, 
lodging and materials. Contact the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau about 
possible matching funds. 

Applications are available at  
www.ilfb.org, click on the “Get 
Involved” tab at the top of the  
page and then click on “Grow as  
a Leader.”  Applications are due  
Nov. 30. ■

Plots	produce		
good	yields

The county corn and soybean plots 
produced above average yields. 
Results from the DeKalb County 
Corn Growers and Soybean As-
sociation plots show the corn plot 
averaged over 235 bushels per acre 
and the county soybean plot averaged 
74 bushels.

The corn plot with 65 hybrids was 
planted near Malta and the soybean 
plot containing 49 varieties was 
planted near Earlville. ■
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Turkey 
Casserole
Aunt Glady’s Recipe  

Submitted by Jeanette Erlenbach

Directions:
Preheat oven to 325 degrees.   

Sauté the onion and celery in a small amount of 

butter until soft.  Soak the Stove Top stuffing in the 

warm chicken broth.  Mix ingredients well adding 

the beaten eggs last.  

Grease or spray a 9x13 pan and bake 1 hour.

Ingredients
5 1/2 cups cooked turkey, 

cut into small pieces

1/4 cup chopped pimento
(small jar)

1 1/2 cups cooked white rice

1 box Stove Top stuffing 

1 cup diced celery

3-4 cups warm chicken broth

1/2 cup chopped onion

3 eggs, beaten

Happy 

Thanksgiving!
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Farm & Food

Are	GMOs	safe?
How can we ensure a safe, secure, and reliable food supply?

You’re standing in the cereal aisle of your favorite grocery store. Maybe 
you’re bored with your usual two or three cereal choices, and you want to try 
something new. Perhaps you’re looking for something with a little sweetness 
and some crunch. But it needs to be healthy: a good source of nutrients and 
fiber. 

Armed with these criteria, you gaze at the array of colorful boxes. Right 
away, you see labels that may help to narrow down your choices: “honey,” 
“crunch,” “nutrition,” and “fiber.” You also notice words or phrases like “heart-
healthy,” “natural,” and “GMO-free.” 

Wait. GMO-free? Does that mean the cereals that aren’t GMO-free aren’t 
healthy or safe?

What	are	GMOs?	GMO stands for “genetically modified organism.” Al-
though practically every plant or animal-derived food we eat has been modified 
in some way by humans, the GMO acronym is generally used only to describe 
precise methods of breeding such as transgenics, where genes from another 
source are inserted into an organism, or RNA interference, in which targeted 
genes are switched off or on. (For more on what GMOs are, see “What the heck 
are GMOs?” in the Sept.-Oct. 2015 issue of Connections.)

There are currently just eight 
GMO crops commercially available 
in the U.S. They are corn, soybeans, 
cotton, canola, alfalfa, sugar beets, 
papaya, and squash. Two more 
were approved earlier this year by 
the FDA and will reach the market 
soon: Arctic apples and Innate 
potatoes.

What	are	the	concerns?
According to University of 

Oklahoma law professor Drew 
Kershen, “There has not been one—
not one—documented or verified 
claim of a human health or animal 
health harm from eating a GM food 
or GM feed.” Over 2,000 studies 
have been conducted showing the 
safety of genetic modification. 
Based on this evidence, over 240 
organizations and scientific institu-
tions worldwide support the safety 
of GMO crops. ►

© GMO Answers
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Farm & Food
Despite overwhelming evidence 

pointing to the general safety of 
genetically modified organisms, 
concerns continue to swirl around 
GMO foods. Adding confusion 
to the debate are those who profit 
from consumer fear and uncer-
tainty, including food manufactur-
ers, celebrities, and health food and 
supplement retailers.

GMO worries tend to focus on 
various themes, including “lab” vs. 
“natural” breeding, plant-produced 
pesticides, weed resistance, and 
human and animal health effects. 

“Lab” vs. “natural” breeding - 
Much of the suspicion focused on 
GMO crops has to do with the fact 
that the process is perceived to be 
unnatural. Many consumers have 
little understanding of how genetic 
modification takes place. This lack 
of understanding is amplified by 
the spread of chilling but inaccurate 
images depicting corn or tomatoes 
being injected with unknown sub-
stances. Ironically, because the 
GMO process takes place at the 
molecular level, it is actually more 
predictable and in many ways safer 
than traditional breeding. 

Plant-produced pesticides - One 
of the most commonly-known and 
widely-used GMO traits is one for 
insect control. Known as Bt (which 
stands for Bacillus thuringiensis, 
a naturally-occurring soil bacteria 
approved for use as an organic in-
secticide), this trait gives plants a 
defense mechanism against specific 
crop-damaging insects. When an 
insect such as a corn rootworm 
larva ingests Bt corn, insecticidal 
Bt protein kills the insect. 

While it may seem logical that a 
protein that kills insects might also 
be harmful to humans, livestock, 
or wildlife, Bt is only effective 
under certain conditions. First, 
Bt proteins work by binding to 
specific proteins on the gut cell of 
targeted insects. These proteins 
are not present in the gut cells of 
other animals, humans, or non-

target insects. Also, 
Bt is only effective 
in alkaline digestive 
systems. Furthermore, 
various Bt strains are 
utilized, each effective 
only on specific 
insects. Finally, Bt 
proteins are only 
expressed, or located, 
in specific parts of 
bioengineered crop 
plants. 

By way of example, 
a particular variety of 
Bt corn may express 
insecticidal toxins in 
the corn roots, which 
will stop rootworm 
feeding. But the Bt 
protein to control 
corn rootworm isn’t 
present in the grain 
consumed by livestock 
or people. Even if it 
were, humans and 
other mammals do not 
possess the proteins 
necessary for Bt to act, 
and they have acidic, not 
alkaline digestive systems. If people or animals did somehow consume Bt 
proteins, they would be simply digested with no adverse effect.

Plant-produced pesticides are not limited to GMO crops. In fact, the vast 
majority of pesticides consumed in food already occur naturally in plants. One 
such pesticide, found in about 60 plant species, can kill insects that feed on the 
plant. This pesticide is known as caffeine.

Weed resistance - Another well-known and widely-utilized GMO trait is 
one for herbicide tolerance, specifically glyphosate resistance. Available in 
corn, soybeans, cotton, sugar beets, alfalfa, and canola, the trait for glypho-
sate resistance is popular because glyphosate is a safe and effective product to 
control weeds in those crops. (See the February 2015 issue of Connections for 
more information on glyphosate.) By planting seeds with the glyphosate resis-
tance trait, farmers can control weeds in the growing crop by applying glypho-
sate herbicide, which will kill weeds without crop harm. 

As with any method of pest control, targeted pests can develop resistance to 
the product designed to control it. This happens through natural selection. In 
the case of weeds, the few that survive glyphosate treatment lead to offspring 
which are increasingly tolerant of the herbicide. Applications of the herbicide 
then become less effective on resistant weeds.

Methods to counteract glyphosate resistance include using herbicides with 
varying modes of action, crop rotation, mechanical cultivation, and develop-
ment of new herbicides. In the realm of genetic modification, engineering 
crops to contain genes for two different, independent herbicide tolerant traits 
can dramatically reduce the chance for weeds to develop resistance. ►

© GMO Answers
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Are	GMOs	safe?	continued

Health effects - According to the website GMO Answers, the number 
one question submitted regarding GMOs is in regards to whether they 
cause cancer. Dr. Kevin Folta, Professor and Chairman, University of 
Florida Horticultural Sciences Department, responds this way: “The short 
answer is no, there is absolutely zero reputable evidence that GMO foods 
cause cancer.” He elaborates, “Cancer is a name applied to a spectrum 
of diseases where cells proliferate abnormally. There is no way that 
the subtle and well-understood alterations of a plant’s genes can cause 
cancer.”

Other concerns about GMO effects on human health revolve around 
allergies. Registered Dietician Lisa Katic addresses this concern as 
follows: “No commercially available crops contain allergens that have 
been created by genetically engineering a seed/plant. And the rigorous 
testing process ensures that will never happen.” Explicit guidelines set 
forth by the Food and Drug Administration require scientific evidence that 
no potential allergens have been introduced into a GM product.

GMO	safety	in	a	nutshell
Fear of ingesting something that may be harmful is a powerful human 

survival mechanism. No one wants to consume foods that will make them 
sick. For many, the fear of developing a long-term, insidious illness like 
cancer or the unending health challenges of allergies are more frightening 
than contracting a short-term illness like food poisoning. 

In the case of genetically modified organisms, the complexity of the 
process used to create them magnifies this basic fear. This is unfortunate, 
because the ways in which society has and will benefit from GMO tech-
nology are numerous—from the environmental benefits of crops requiring 
less insecticides to the human advantages of nutritionally-enhanced crops.

Humans and livestock have consumed 
genetically engineered foods and feeds 
extensively for more than two decades. 
Before and during that time, the technol-
ogy has been exhaustively researched 
and heavily regulated. In the U.S., ge-
netically engineered crops must stand 
up to the scrutiny of three regulatory 
agencies: the USDA, EPA, and FDA. In 
short, GMOs are and will continue to be 
analyzed to ensure their safety. 

Rest assured, the breakfast cereal you 
choose is safe—whether it is labeled 
non-GMO or not. ■
Sources/for more information:
Genetic Literacy Project, Infographic: Climate change 
vs. GMOs: Comparing the independent global scientific 
consensus, http://bit.ly/1usRJWg 

Forbes, The Debate About GMO Safety Is Over, Thanks 
To A New Trillion-Meal Study, http://onforb.es/1mc5aaz 

Biofortified, GENERA – Genetic Engineering Risk 
Atlas, http://genera.biofortified.org/ 

GMO Answers, Are GMOs causing an increase in 
allergies? http://bit.ly/1XCjaJ5; Do GMOs cause 
cancer? http://bit.ly/1M00Kul; Has there ever been any 
harm or illnesses caused by living near GMO fields doc-
umented anywhere in the world? http://bit.ly/1Wkb8aw 

Proc. Nat. Acad., Sci. USA, Dietary pesticides (99.99% 
all natural)*, http://bit.ly/1JHXAOy  

Wikipedia, Caffeine, http://bit.ly/1NG5Rmh

Genetically engineered crops must stand up to 
the scrutiny of three regulatory agencies: the 
USDA, EPA, and FDA. In short, GMOs are and will 
continue to be analyzed to ensure their safety.
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“I grew up on our family’s farm, north of Waterman,” 
explained Ken. “It was the Pooler farm, purchased in 1901 
by my grandparents William and Sarah Pooler, now a cen-
tennial farm. I was the third generation to farm the land.”

Ken started farming on his own in 1950 raising corn, 
soybeans, hogs, some beef cattle, and a few dairy cows. 
“Back then we had a little of everything for livestock,” he 
stated. 

Ken met Glennie, a city girl from DeKalb, who enjoyed farming as much as 
he did. They married and spent most of their lifetime farming together. “She 
was fresh out of the city,” Ken noted, “but was a big help.”

The two worked together as farm partners on their grain and livestock farm. 
“Ken showed me what I needed to do and I did it at my own pace in the field,” 
said Glennie. “I helped with the steers, which was kind of scary at times (based 
on their size). I also vaccinated little pigs, clipped their teeth and nursed some 
back to life,” she said.

The Barshingers’ hard work 
paid off on the farm in that 
years later Ken was named an 
Outstanding Young Farmer by 
the Jaycees. Another accolade 
for them was marketing hogs 
at the top of the market several 
times and being recognized for 
it in the Drover’s Journal. 

While Ken and Glennie were tending to the farm, their four girls – Sheri, 
Teri, Jeri and Peg – learned to be good cooks and help with other aspects in the 
household and the family garden.

 “The farm was a good workplace to raise a family and provide a good work 
ethic,” said Glennie. 

They farmed up until 1980 – the year that Ken had a heart attack and for 
health reasons retired from farming. The Barshingers moved off the farm to 
their newly built house in rural DeKalb. Then their daughter and son-in-law, 
Peg and Chet Carroll, moved into the home place. Today, their son-in-law Rob 
Wessels farms the Barshinger farmland. 

Ken and Glennie Barshinger 
appreciate their farming lifestyle and 
family roots. They are pictured in front 
of a portrait of the old farmhouse on 
their centennial farm.

A Lifetime of 

Ken and Glennie Barshinger enjoy a cup of coffee 
around their kitchen table. They reminisce about days 
gone by…their younger years when they lived on the 
farm and worked side by side. 

During his farming years and 
beyond, Ken served on the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Board of 
Directors for 21 years, of which he 
served 11 years as president, 1986-
1997. Under his leadership, the new 
Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture 
was built in Sycamore.

“Farm Bureau is the voice of agri-
culture and we count on the organi-
zation to represent farmers,” he said. 

The Barshingers’ close connec-
tion to Farm Bureau made their 
decision to donate to the Farm 
Bureau Foundation for Agriculture 
a natural choice. Ken asserts, “The 
Foundation will use our donation for 
the good of agriculture. Educating 
others about agriculture is especially 
important today.”

As the farm couple of 64 years 
finishes their cup of coffee they 
smile at one another and agree 
that “a lifetime of farming has been 
good.” ■

FARMING
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Meet Anna Schelkopf, DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s  
Ag Literacy & Communications Specialist, the  
newest member of the Farm Bureau staff. 

“I love working for an agricultural organization,” says Anna. 
“I was raised in agriculture and studied agriculture, so this was a 
natural step for me.”

Growing up in Sycamore, she learned early on that DeKalb 
County was the “epicenter of some of the best agriculture” from 
her parents and grandparents. 

“Papa was the reason I became interested in agriculture. He 
encouraged me to pursue an ag career and helped me to under-
stand the importance of corn and pigs,” Anna says about her 
grandfather, the late Russell Schelkopf. 

Anna has hit the ground running for Farm Bureau since early September 
focusing on social media, ag literacy and communications tasks.

“Anna brings to 
Farm Bureau the 
depth we need in 
the area of social 
media,” says Greg 
Millburg, Farm 

Bureau manager. “With enhanced communication efforts we are able to tell 
agriculture’s story to a broader range of consumers. Also, she brings needed 
support to Ag Literacy and Communications programs to expand our efforts 
locally in educating youth, our members, and the general public.” 

Anna’s familiarity with Farm Bureau reverts back to her younger years. 
In her youth, she entered the organization’s t-shirt contest several times 
and proudly recalls placing third as a third-grader. She was also selected to 
participate in the Food Connections farm-to-food tour sponsored by Farm 

Bureau during her middle 
school years. “These were 
both very memorable experi-
ences for me,” said Anna.

As an adult, she learned 
about Ag in the Classroom 
and the many resources that 
were available when she was 
substitute teaching. Addition-
ally, she notes, the Schelkopf 
family has been members of 
Farm Bureau for many years. 

Her family includes her 
mother, Deb, a small animal 
veterinarian, and father, 
Mike, a large animal veteri-

Profiling

narian with Bethany Animal Hospital 
in Sycamore; and brothers Chris of 
Princeton and Collin of Sycamore. 

Coming from a family of veteri-
narians, Anna says she considered 
becoming a veterinarian too, but then 
realized she wanted to do something 
more creative. The Sycamore High 
School graduate studied at Illinois 
Wesleyan for a year, then transferred 
to the University of Illinois to earn a 
bachelor’s degree in animal science. 
She also studied abroad in London. 

Upon her return to Sycamore, Anna 
began substitute teaching. This year 
she assisted Farm Bureau with the 
Summer Ag Institute for teachers 
which evolved into being hired for the 
newly created part-time Ag Literacy 
and Communications Specialist 
position. Anna also is a part-time ag 
teacher at Sycamore High School.

“I have a lot of hours, but they fit 
together seamlessly,” said Anna. “I’m 
fortunate to do both.”

Anna is enthused about her work 
at Farm Bureau. “Papa would love to 
know that I’ve made a positive impact 
here at Farm Bureau with teachers and 
students as well as others in what we 
do to promote agriculture,” she said. ■

 Anna Schelkopf

Flashback to 1997 - Anna Schelkopf placed third 
in Farm Bureau’s Great American Farm T-Shirt 
Contest.

“I love working for an agricultural organization. I 
was raised in agriculture and studied agriculture, 
so this was a natural step for me.” - Anna Schelkopf
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“Thomas Jefferson 
Grows a Nation”
by Peggy Thomas

“How Many Seeds  
in a Pumpkin”

by Margaret McNamara 

“Time for Cranberries”
by Lisl H. Detlefsen

“A Year on the Farm”
by Holly Dufek

“The Apple Orchard Riddle”
by Margaret McNamara 

Ag Literacy

Where would you go if you were 
a third grade student who loved 
tractors and wanted to read every-
thing about them you could find? 
Or if you were a first grade teacher 
looking for stories to accompany 
a unit on seeds and plants? Where 
would you go if you were a fourth 
grade teacher hunting for books 
about how food is grown? You’d go 
to your school library, of course!

There, you would find over 80 
different agricultural titles donated 

Donated books tell stories of ag

Southeast Elementary in Sycamore was one of 36 schools that benefited from ag books recently donated 
to school libraries. Shown with the books are sponsors and Southeast first graders and staff (from left) 
Mark Yaeger, Yaeger’s Farm Market; Lily Wilson; Deb Schelkopf, Bethany Animal Hospital; Dale Bolander, 
Bolander Farms; Xander Lewis; Mark Ekstrom, Southeast Elementary Principal; Gavin Sedevie; Michelle 
Whisenhunt, Southeast Elementary Librarian; Kathy Bock, Honey Hill Orchard; Claire Lancaster; and 
Brittany Richey, Honey Hill Orchard.

over the past several years with the 
help of local ag-related businesses 
and organizations.

For the 14th consecutive year, 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s Ag-
ricultural Literacy program worked 
with sponsors to donate ag-related 
children’s books to elementary and 
middle school libraries in the county.  

The following five titles were 
provided this year: “The Apple 
Orchard Riddle” and “How Many 
Seeds in a Pumpkin?” by Margaret 

McNamara; “Thomas Jefferson 
Grows a Nation” by Peggy Thomas; 
“Time for Cranberries” by Lisl H. 
Detlefsen; and “A Year on the Farm” 
by Holly Dufek.

Thirty-six schools benefitted from 
this effort, which targets students in 
kindergarten through eighth grades. 
Each school library received titles 
appropriate to the grade levels within 
that building.  

A total of 143 books were distrib-
uted in mid-October. Since 2002, 

over 80 different agri-
cultural titles have been 
donated to both public 
and private schools in the 
county, amounting to a 
total of over 2,700 books.

Our thanks to the 
following for sponsor-
ing the purchase of these 
books: Bethany Animal 
Hospital, Sycamore; 
Dale & Jan Bolander 
and Bolander Farms, 
Sycamore; Diedrich 
Farms, Sycamore; Honey 
Hill Orchard, Waterman; 

The Suter Company, 
Sycamore; and 
Yaeger’s Farm Market, 
DeKalb. ■

TELLING TALES
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These women are more than wives, mothers and daughters, they are full-time  
farmers who recently finished harvesting this year’s crops. Meet Jeanette Erlenbach,  
Debbie Boesche, Erin Willrett, Elizabeth Koenig, Laura Harvell and Emily Maxwell,  

our featured Harvest Heroines. 

Local farm women key partners in harvesting crops.
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Jeanette Erlenbach, Waterman
What	she	likes	most	about	harvest:	“It’s the most beautiful time of 
the year. As I haul in grain, I think about all of the products that come 
from corn and soybeans and it’s just amazing.”

Her	harvest	jobs: Hauls grain to the farm and elevator, unloads grain 
into their bins, regularly checks the temperature of grain and runs the 
stirrators in the bins, goes for parts, checks machinery, makes sure 
safety features are working and updated, and prepares and packs 
farm field meals.

From sun up to sun down, Jeanette Erlenbach hauls grain during harvest.
Driving her John Deere 4555 tractor and pulling two Brent 644-bushel grain 

wagons, she hauls corn and soybeans to their farm bin site and to commercial 
grain elevators in Waterman, Leland and Paw Paw. 

The Waterman farm woman puts a lot of miles on her tractor as she transports 
grain from the field to storage, all told about 17 miles between farms. She likes 
hauling grain but has to take extra safety precau-
tions on highways with increased traffic.

“I have my flashing lights on, and the tractor 
is equipped with mirrors and turn signals, plus 
the wagon has reflective tape and a slow moving 
vehicle emblem – all important safety features 
when traveling on roads,” said Jeanette. 

“But I have to be watchful for other drivers on 
the road and respect their space, too,” she says. She 
grimaces thinking about seeing many “distracted 
motorists” in recent years.

Jeanette works alongside her husband, Harold, 
at harvest time. The two have been working in 
tandem for the past 44 years. Harold combines the 
crop and Jeanette hauls in the loads of grain. Their 
son, Jamie, helps with harvest after work and on 
weekends. 

In the years that Jeanette has been farming, she 
appreciates the improved technology and comforts 
such as tractors with cabs and air conditioning. 
“Tractors are bigger and have more power today,” 
she explained. Her son-in-law and son helped with 
the transition of having auto-steer technology in 
their tractors and a yield monitor in their combine. Jeanette also notes that cell 
phones have made communications easier for their farm family.

Jeanette doesn’t mind the harvest workload and the seasonal long hours. 
“Weather can be an issue sometimes,” she says, but not particularly this year. 
“When it does rain it gives me a chance to get to the grocery store and run 
errands.”

Once harvest is complete 
Jeanette jumps back on 
her tractor and pulls a 
chisel plow to help Harold 
till their farm ground. 

“We have his and hers chisel plows,” 
Jeanette says with a chuckle. 

After their farming is totally done, 
they shift gears to taxes. Both of them 
prepare income taxes as tax advisers 
for H & R Block. 

The Erlenbachs also appreciate their 
family time with their adult children – 
Pam, Kevin, Jamie and Tracey – along 
with spouses, and their eight grandchil-
dren.

“I look forward to being done with 
harvest each year,” says Jeanette. 
“Yet I love being a farm woman. It’s 
rewarding to farm, grow good crops 
and have the satisfaction of good 
yields.” ■

Hauling	grain	has	its	rewards
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When Debbie Boesche first started harvesting field corn her young 
daughters rode with her strapped in their car seats in the cab of the 
combine. That was 30 years ago.

Today, Debbie drives the combine with only an occasional visitor in 
the buddy seat next to her. As the combine driver, she puts in a 12-hour 
work day and gets special satisfaction when she finishes each field with 
her John Deere combine.

“It’s a good feeling as I make my way through the field,” says Debbie. 
“We work all year long and then get the harvest in. We feel blessed to 
have safely finished the harvest season.”

Debbie farms with her husband, Rick, who trucks most of the grain 
to their farm. In the field, she works in sync with their farm employees 
who drive the grain cart and coordinate “dumping on the go”, which 
allows the combine to keep going while augering grain from the 
combine’s bin into the grain cart. From the grain cart, the grain is trans-
ferred to the Boesche semi-truck.

Driving a combine takes some special skills and training based on the 
automation and technology of today’s high-powered and high-priced 
thrashing machines. Then there’s the size of the combine – a big machine for a 
petite, five-foot farm woman like Debbie at the helm.

Debbie says driving the combine requires good listening skills – making sure 
everything sounds right; beeping sounds signal there may be problems. “I have 
to watch for anything other than field corn that is feeding into the combine, such 
as rocks or other things that don’t belong in the field. If the machine is down for 
any amount of time it costs us time and money.”

The DeKalb farm woman also has to adjust the thrashing modes based on the 
size of the corn kernels to avoid grinding the corn or dumping it out the back of 
the machine. 

Watching the combine monitor is another task that shows Debbie how the 
crop is yielding, displays field maps, and records grain moisture levels, and 
other harvest data. From her vantage point, she can see the best and worst corn 
in the field from the combine cab and from readings on the monitor. As for this 
year’s crop, she says yields are “variable”, but above average overall.

Another feature on her John 
Deere 9670 combine is the auto 
guidance system, with hands-free 
steering up and down the field.  She 
has to manually steer the combine 
at the ends of the field. “I love the 
auto-steer, especially when corn is 
down and the rows are not defined. 

It helps the combine stay on the 
rows,” says Debbie. It also is a stress-
reliever after hours and hours of being 
in the field and driving back and forth.

Debbie considers herself a “farm 
partner” or “team player” for Boesche 
Farms. She and Rick farm together 
and jointly make decisions on many 
aspects of production agriculture. 
“Rick appreciates what I do. We work 
together and get things done,” she 
states.

Once harvest is over Debbie looks 
forward to family time with her three 
adult daughters – Megan, Natalie and 
Alaina – three sons-in-law and three 
grandchildren who live in Colorado 
and Florida. 

“I enjoy farming,” says Debbie. 
“Farming just doesn’t happen. It’s 
work, just like other businesses. But, 
it’s a good lifestyle.” ■

Debbie Boesche, DeKalb
What	she	likes	most	about	harvest:	“Harvest is gratifying – to work with my 
husband through harvest. We’ve had a blessed, safe and bountiful harvest 
and we worked on it together.”

Her	harvest	jobs:	Drives the combine for soybean and corn harvest, dumps 
grain on the go into the grain cart, monitors all combine functions, communi-
cates with the harvest crew, and prepares and packs field meals. 

Driving	the	combine	her	specialty



   DeKalb County Farm Bureau       21    

Erin Willrett, Hinckley
What	she	likes	most	about	harvest:  “Every day you see what you get 
done in the fields. It’s a sense of accomplishment. Hard work pays off.”

Her	harvest	jobs:	 Drives truck, hauls in grain and unloads grain at 
their farm’s grain bin site, drives grain cart, runs most farm equipment, 
works on trucks, cleans out bins, trucks grain to commercial elevator. 

As a young farm woman, Erin Willrett knows that hard work pays off.
She’s not afraid to do farm work that requires brawn - like cleaning out 

bins, changing tires on trucks, and unloading grain. But her most regular job is 
driving trucks.

Erin has been driving semi-tractors for a decade. She hauls just about 
anything - grain, concrete, supplies, machinery, and cattle – with her semi-
tractor pulling a hopper bottom, flatbed or potbelly trailer.

“I like trucking so much. It’s like crack and heroine – it’s 
an addiction,” Erin said jokingly. “Trucking is somewhat 
of a sickness for me.”

During harvest she made regular trips in and out of farm 
fields as the Willrett harvest crew filled her truck. She 
hauled grain to the Hinckley farm site and unloaded corn 
and soybeans into their bins.

“When I’m driving on the roads between fields I have 
to be responsible for everything that is behind me,” Erin 
stated. “I have to watch out for myself and everyone 
else around me on the road,” the farm woman said while 
driving her 18-wheeler. 

Her love for farming brought this former city girl from 
Des Plaines to the local area during her teenage years. 
She worked for the local FS company operating farm 
equipment such as crop sprayers and fertilizer trucks. 
She also got her Commercial Driver’s License and began 
hauling grain for area farmers.

“I was fortunate to work for FS and for local farmers,” 
said Erin. “They gave me the opportunity to truck. It was great because I 
always wanted to be a farmer.”

As a female trucker she prides herself on doing “a good job” and “doing 
things right” and proving to male truckers that she’s equally as good a truck 
driver.

She and her husband, Scott, own a Kenworth tractor with a Wilson hopper 
bottom trailer for hauling grain and a Peterbilt tractor with a potbelly trailer 
for hauling cattle.

The husband and wife 
truckers are parents to 
two young children: 
Grayson, 1 ½ years, and 
Josie, two months. Both 
have had to adjust their 
work schedules to accom-
modate their children. 
“It’s a new experience 

Trucking	makes	her	day
having kids,” said Erin. “I put in long 
hours and have to be a mom and be a 
farmer.”

Erin takes her young children to work 
with her almost every day where they 
spend time with mom and dad in the 

trucks or in the farm office. “They go 
with the flow,” said Erin. 

“During harvest it’s tough being an 
awesome mom and wife,” suggests 
Erin. “We pack lunches. We get by. 
Thank goodness we are only one mile 
from the grocery store or we might 
starve to death,” she laughed.

When Erin’s not trucking she likes 
to ride horses, feed cattle or work in 
the farm office. She hopes her children 
have similar farming interests someday. 

“I have no regrets,” said Erin. I can’t 
thank everyone enough for allowing me 
to do what I’ve always wanted to do – 
farm and truck. It’s been great!” ■
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Laura Harvell, Steward
What	she	likes	most	about	harvest:	 “I love harvest – the smell of the corn 
drying on the farm, the crisp fall air. Fall nights are so peaceful. And I enjoy 
getting everything done.”

Her	harvest	jobs:  Drives combine for soybean and corn harvests, dumps grain 
on the go into the grain cart, drives the grain cart, runs most equipment, coordi-
nates with harvest crew, prepares and packs field meals.

Most of the time Laura Harvell drives the combine 
but don’t be surprised if you see her driving the grain 
cart or doing tillage work. She pitches in wherever she’s 
needed at Harvell Farms.

Laura took over as the primary combine driver when 
her husband’s father retired from farming. “He said 
to me, don’t worry it’s still under warranty,” chuckled 
Laura.

Perhaps her father-in-law was trying to reassure her 
that she would do just fine running their new, large 
Case IH combine in their corn and bean fields around 
Steward. Or, maybe he thought she might need a bit 
more farm experience having grown up in the city.

Laura spent her youth in the city of Sycamore and then left home to 
become a vet-tech. As a vet-tech she worked with both large and small 
animals at a Maple Park clinic. It was at the Maple Park sale barn owned by 
the Harvell Family she met her husband, Wally. 

When they were dating, Laura would drive the grain cart for Wally during 
harvest. Then after they were married, she began driving the combine. “Wally 
is a great teacher, said Laura. “He has the patience of a saint. And he laughs 
(most of the time) when we screw up!”

The Harvell harvest crew consists primarily of family - Laura, Wally, and 
their children Margaret, Ivan and Olivia  - along with Josh Hickey and Justin 
Post, who have worked for the Harvells for many years.  “I love working 
with my family,” says Laura. “We farm what we can handle. It’s a family 
farm and we have enough to keep it in the family.”

When she’s driving the combine she pays special attention to her task of 
harvesting the crops noting variances in the field terrain while she monitors 
the grain intake and yield performance. She appreciates the automation and 
“user-friendly” machine today compared to the first combine she drove 28 
years ago. 

Laura enjoys driving the combine but this year got very few breaks with the 
weather being almost ideal most of October. “When I get a break at harvest I 
do laundry or get groceries,” she said. 

When she was a young farm mom, Laura would take her children to work 
with her in the cab of the combine up until they were school-age. “One might 

be in the combine with me and 
another in the truck with Wally 
when the kids were younger,” she 
said. “And we always were safety 
conscious with the kids.”

Harvesting	a	family	affair

Her least favorite part of harvest 
is “the uncertainty of the weather”.  
She recalls one harvest that they took 
a break to have their Thanksgiving 
dinner. “After dinner we finished har-
vesting. It was our last field.  Then it 
snowed the next day!”

Laura has a full-time job as a farm 
woman and farm partner, working 
alongside her family. What she hopes 
is that others understand the impor-
tance of farmers and farming. “We 
raise crops and animals. We are good 
stewards of the land. We’ve gotten 
better at farming with improved 
equipment and technology,” she said.

It gives her great satisfaction when 
harvest is over. “When we shut off the 
lights on the grain dryer and shut the 
bin door it’s a sense of accomplish-
ment,” said Laura. “We say, woo hoo! 
Our fruits of our labor are in those 
bins.”

With each harvest, the Harvells aim 
to finish by the end of October, in 
time for the Sycamore Pumpkin Fest. 
And this year they did! ■
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Elizabeth Koenig, Hinckley
What	she	likes	most	about	harvest:  “I enjoy combining into the night; when it’s 
dark the lights of the combine light up the sky and it’s so peaceful.”

Her	harvest	jobs:  Drives combine for corn and soybean harvests, hauls grain to 
the farm and unloads wagons, hauls grain to commercial grain elevator, cleans and 
services machinery.

Elizabeth Koenig left the farm after her high school years in pursuit of 
higher education and mission work. Now she’s back to help her father run the 
family farm.

“It’s a culture shock when you go from the farm to urban life. I went from the 
farm to the city and then back to the farm. I love the contrast,” Elizabeth said. 

Elizabeth tells her city friends that she farms with her dad and they often 
respond by asking, ‘Do you drive tractors?’ She tells them she does and that she 
is a farmer. But she knows they don’t fully understand what she actually does. 
“It’s somewhat humorous as they try and picture me (this petite, 
young woman) driving a big machine.”

She came back home to rural Hinckley after having been in 
Chicago to attain a master’s degree in intercultural studies, and 
previously a bachelor’s degree in social work and psychology. In 
between studies, she completed mission work in Costa Rica.  

“I like our family history of farming. I like the lifestyle that the 
country has to offer. It’s hard work but when someone asks me 
what I do for a living, I am proud to say that I farm,” Elizabeth 
reasoned as her heart was set on returning to her rural roots.

During harvest, Elizabeth primarily drives the combine but 
on occasion she switches with her father, Paul, to hauling and 
unloading grain wagons. She puts in some long hours during 
harvest, but enjoys it. 

“After a long day I stop by the farmhouse and mom has dinner 
ready. It’s been a long day but it feels good. Then I head home (to 
Sandwich) and return in the morning,” the young farm woman 
said. 

Elizabeth has spent countless hours learning the mechanics of 
maintaining their John Deere equipment. Her farming frustrations 
include the steep learning curve in farming and not being as physi-
cally strong as her father. But she’s working on both.

“I have been in training for this past year, working side-by-side with my dad,” 
says Elizabeth. “Dad calls me his intern.”

Part of her training is becoming familiar with the equipment. While harvest-
ing soybeans she broke a sickle section blade and had to replace it, which was 
a simple fix for her. “When I’m driving the combine I have to make sure ev-

erything is working right.” She’s also 
learning farm accounting and hopes to 
get involved in marketing the crops.

Elizabeth’s dad wants her to “be in 
farming for all the right reasons and 
farm because she wants to farm.” She 

respects his wisdom and advice 
during this period of transitioning. 

Her three older siblings applaud 
her for returning to the farm and 
continuing on the Koenig farming 
lifestyle. “They think it’s pretty 
cool to keep farming in the family,” 
Elizabeth said.

Family and faith are important to 
this young farm woman. She spends 
a lot of time with her family and 
keeps up with her church activities 
even during harvest. 

She also keeps connected with her 
city friends who visit her at the farm. 
“Mixing farm and city together is 
fun,” says Elizabeth. She feels good 
that she can share food production 
with her friends so they “get the real 
facts and not a movie bias”. ■

Returning	to	the	family	farmReturning family
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Emily Maxwell, Shabbona
What	she	likes	most	about	harvest:  “I like the busyness of it. Everyone 
has some energy and adrenaline going; hops on board, no complaints. 
Everyone does their part.”

Her	harvest	jobs:  Manages the grain elevator operations, directs trucks, 
monitors grain dryers, shovels grain, runs the elevator scale, takes grain 
samples and records moisture and test weights. 

Emily Maxwell has a special appreciation for her family heritage as 
the seventh generation of farmers in the Mullins family. 

“Our farm family roots run deep,” explains Emily. While in college 
she wrote a paper for her history class about her ancestor Robert 
Mullins, one of the first settlers in the Shabbona area. Emily now lives in 
the farmhouse where her great-grandmother Martha Spray-Mullins was 
born. And, she further acknowledges that some of their farms are centen-
nial and sesquicentennial farms. 

Emily exudes a sense of pride as she thinks about her family and the 
opportunity to join the farm business. “My husband told me that not 
everyone gets this chance so he wanted me to take advantage of it, even 
if it didn’t work out,” she said. “So I tried it and it’s worked out well. I 
get up every morning and enjoy going to work.” 

For the past four years this young farm woman has been an integral 
part of the family farm, especially at their grain elevator. During harvest 
she runs the weigh scale, samples grain, directs trucks, checks the grain 
dryer, and monitors the quality of grain at their facility.

Emily works closely with Uncle Robb, her mentor and the manager at 
Mullins Farms. “Our niece-uncle relationship is good,” she stated. “He knows 
what I can handle. Everything I do I try to do well.”

She shares the story of her first year on the farm when her uncle asked her to 
load the seed tender and the fertilizer and bring these ag products to the field. “I 
asked myself at the time what is a seed tender?  It was funny, but I figured it out 
and I did it,” Emily says with a giggle. 

You see, Emily wasn’t raised on the farm but her mother, Suzann Mullins 
Alde, was. Rather, Emily grew up in a subdivision near Stillman Valley with 
her teacher parents and two siblings. She spent some summer days visiting the 
family farm and then went to the University of Illinois to earn a degree in agri-
culture.

“I knew I wanted to farm,” says Emily. “I love working with people in the ag-
ricultural industry.”

Emily’s husband, Keegan, also works  on the farm - at harvest he was driving 
a grain cart. They live in the farmhouse next to the grain elevator and the 

Maxwells have a seven-month-old 
boy, Gavin. 

“Juggling my baby is hard some 
days with farm work,” says Emily. 
“But we have family and day care 
and sometimes he’s at the elevator 
with me.” 

Welcoming	another		
generation	to	the	farm

Long hours during harvest can get 
monotonous, notes the young farm 
woman, but she appreciates farming. 
“I look forward to being done but 
then we jump to tillage, fertilizer and 
paperwork for the end of the year. 
And then before you know it we’re 
planting crops,” Emily explained. “It’s 
a vicious cycle. There’s no real down 
time in agriculture. It’s all year long.”

One of her strongpoints is in 
agronomy so she particularly enjoys 
taking soil samples and writing fertil-
izer prescriptions for each field and 
then synchronizes fertilizer applica-
tions using GPS and RTK technology. 

As Emily watches her grandfather 
and uncle harvest the corn crop, and 
sometimes finds herself riding with 
them, she is enamored with three 
generations working together on the 
family farm. ■
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Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordi-
nator. Follow her Stray Kernels blog 
at www.straykernels.wordpress.com. 

Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

Autumn’s	glorious	spectacle
It was a large rock, and it rested in the point of grass where our driveway re-

connected with itself after making a loop in front of the garage and barn. When 
my mother first discovered it on a farmstead across the road, it took my great 
uncle using a bucket tractor to deposit it in our yard.

I was drawn to that boulder like any young child with an active imagination 
would be. It was big enough to sit on with my legs outstretched. Big enough 
to become a fort to hide behind. Big enough to anchor hours of resourceful 
playtime involving Breyer model horses or bows and arrows made of willow 
branches and string.

Of all my memories of the driveway rock, the one that stands out most is 
of how it served as my grandstand seat for autumn’s glorious spectacle: corn 
harvest.

Once a year, on a sunny fall afternoon after school, my time would come: 
the farmer who owned the field across the road would come with his combine 
to pick the corn. I’m sure he grew soybeans some of those years, but in my 
memory it was always corn harvest that I watched.

The greatest thrill 
for me was when 
the combine reached 
the end of the field, 
right at the end of our 
driveway. I would 

gaze expectantly, watching and waiting for that moment when the points of the 
corn head, then the whole machine, would emerge from the end of the rows. 
The shining behemoth would swing around, cobs spitting from its hindquar-
ters, straightening itself for re-entrance into the golden rows. I would continue 
to stare at its receding hulk as it shrank into the distance across the field.

Eventually, as the combine’s roar faded to a distant hum, I would occupy 
myself on and around the rock. Although the evening air might be cool, my 
sunbaked rock would still be warm to the touch. It became a game to see how 
long I could play behind my granite fortress and still emerge in time to watch 
the combine return for another round.

Watching harvest was irresistible to me then, and it still is now. There’s 
a grandness, a kind of glory to harvest that just grabs me. Part of it is the 
weather: the shining intensity of late September and early October skies that 
are bluer than they ever appear at other times of the year. Part of it is the 
colors: red and gold leaves, expanses of glowing fields. Yet another facet of 
harvest splendor is the machines: huge combines, tractors, and grain carts 
gleaming even through a layer of dust. The reds, greens, and blues of the 
machines reflect the intense sunlight and stand out in sharp contrast to the 
fields and sky. 

Even the sounds of harvest have grandiosity: the combines, tractors, and 
semis all emit a powerful roar. As I putter around the house on a Sunday 
afternoon, I am often conscious of a working combine even a half-mile away. 
After night falls on a quiet fall evening, the hum of grain dryers radiates across 
the landscape.

As a kid watching harvest from my 
rocky perch, it never occurred to me 
that I might one day ride in a combine. 
Thanks to the patience and generosity 
of several area farmers, I’ve had that 
experience a number of times since 
coming to work in agriculture. While 
I always thought harvest was grand 
from a distance, it’s AWESOME from 
the cab of a combine. All of the sights, 
sounds, and aromas of harvest come 
together in that small, high space. 
Added to this swirl of sensations is the 
view of golden ears being swallowed 
up by the spinning auger below, the 
rush of grain flowing into the hopper 
behind me, and the flicker of con-
stantly changing numbers on the yield 
monitor.

Even as a non-farmer, I realize that 
the grandeur of harvest goes well 
beyond sights, sounds, and smells. It’s 
the sense of satiety, of satisfaction. 
It’s the culmination of another year’s 
work and worry. As the hoppers, carts, 
trailers, and bins fill, so too do our 
hearts. And, indirectly, our bellies. 

Harvest is over. It’s time to give 
thanks. ■

Watching harvest was irresistible to me 
then, and it still is now. There’s a grandness, 
a kind of glory to harvest that just grabs me. 
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One	farmer	feeds	168	people.

Farmers	work	hard		
to	provide	us	with	food,		
fiber	and	fuel.	

Richard Katz, Resource Bank President, thanks Genoa farmer Art Kuhn, for a bountiful harvest.

Thank	You,
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 “As a business that relies on farmers for 
everything from corn and soybeans, to pro-
duce, livestock and wheat, we are always 
grateful for the hard work and dedication of 
American farmers and their families. Please 
join me in thanking local farmers for a  
bountiful harvest.”

Tim Suter
President, The Suter Company, Sycamore

“Thank you farmers for feeding the world. 
Without your hard work, day in and day out, 
society would be a different place to live 
in. Not only do you contribute to feeding a 
hungry world but also every day in our local 
communities. Thank you for all you do!”

Cody Suddeth
Section 6 FFA President, Shabbona

“I would like to thank our farm families  
not only for the products they produce  
but for their commitment to our community. 
The numerous ongoing educational  
programs provided for our staff and  
students through our farm community are 
extremely valuable in building knowledge 
about the importance of farming.  We truly 
appreciate the dedication and work ethic of 
our farm families and feel lucky to live and 
work in a community with a strong farming 
history.”

Dr. Kathy Countryman
Sycamore Superintendent of Schools

“Thank you, farmers. Working together  
farmers, Farm Bureau and the County 
Board have collaborated and saved  
valuable farmland through zoning in  
DeKalb County.”

Dick Underwood
Retired Superintendent of Schools, Somonauk

You	can	thank	a	farmer,	too.
Send us a note on Facebook:  

facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau  
and we will share your note of  

thanks with farmers.

“It is critical to educate our students to 
respect and admire farmers for providing 
agricultural commodities that support our 
economy and sustain our nation’s food 
supply. It is important that students become 
connected to their environment and have 
an understanding of agricultural concepts 
and its purpose in their lives. Thank you, 
DeKalb County farmers for feeding us, 
caring for the soil and dedicating your lives 
to producing a food supply that is safe, 
abundant and affordable for all.”  

Marcy Billington
Teacher, Davenport Elementary, Genoa

“Farming not only provides us with the food 
we eat, but it is also a key component to 
the economic vitality of our county and our 
region. As a descendant from a long line of 
farmers, I want to thank our farmers for all 
you do to keep our communities and our 
nation strong.”

Dr. Doug Baker                                                                                                                                            
           President, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb

As	we	approach	the	holiday	season		
we	express	our	gratitude	to	farmers.
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Ag Literacy

Agriculture is one of the largest 
industries in the world, yet it is an 
industry that some people know very 
little about. This is why the Sycamore 
Middle School 8th Grade Farm Field 
Trip is so important. And this is why it 
has been successful for 15 years.

The idea for the trip began in 2000, 
with the first trip taking place in 2001. 
Retired Sycamore Middle School 
teacher and former trip organizer, 
Michelle Kovak, stated, “With the 
onset of Sycamore development, 
teachers saw a real need for their 
students to understand the agricultural 
heritage of the area.” 

Over the years, the trip has ranged 
from a one-day event involving 115 

“What is soil and how do you make it?”

Otto Heisner shares the daily process of operating a dairy farm with Sycamore students.

Students listen intently as Sycamore FFA member Keagon Larson talks about farm 
machinery at the Ward Farm.

This was one of the many questions 
asked during the Sycamore Middle 
School Farm Field Trip. No matter the 
age, many adults and children alike 
do not know the fascinating details 
behind where their food comes from, 
how their clothes are made, or even 
what soil is. 

students to this year’s trip which impacted 320 students over the course of two 
days.  

During the trip, students rotated through three farms and the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau. The farms included Otto Heisner’s dairy farm, Tracy Jones’ beef 
feedlot and Steve Ward’s pig farm. 

At Heisner’s, the students learned about dairy nutrition, saw an operating 
milking parlor, and even watched artificial insemination. Heisner spoke to the 
kids about the difference between dairy and beef cattle. At the Jones’ feedlot, 

the students explored the farm and 
learned about raising beef cattle. They 
also listened to a presentation on grain 
production, harvest and storage. Ad-
ditionally, the students toured Ward’s 
wean-to-finish swine facility and were 
educated on farming equipment before 
climbing inside a tractor.

When students arrived at the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau they 
were greeted by Farm Bureau staff 
and members of the Sycamore High 
School’s agricultural organization, 
Sycamore FFA. The FFA officers 
showed a video they created them-
selves, and answered questions about 
FFA activities. Many of Sycamore’s 
FFA members had attended the field 
trip as 8th graders in previous years. ►
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Ag Literacy

Students then strolled among 14 different interactive 
stations at Farm Bureau that included dissolving corn-
based packing peanuts, comparing grains, identifying farm 
equipment, and creating floral boutonnieres they took home 
along with invaluable agricultural information. 

“It’s always shocking to see so many students grow up in 
DeKalb County with such little exposure to farming and ag-
riculture,” said Justin Hames, one of the 8th grade teachers 
on the trip. “Students really learned a lot in terms of what 
it’s like to work as a farmer, but more importantly how those 
careers impact them, their lifestyles, and their community. It 
opened the door to the possibility of choosing a career in ag-
riculture, or at the very least an interest in FFA,” Hames said. 

“I think students are surprised to see that being a farmer 
is more than just working in the field all day. It’s being 
business savvy, having a solid understanding of animal/
plant sciences, and keeping up with the latest technologies 
that help make the farming lifestyle more efficient,” Hames 
continued. 

When asked why he feels the trip has been so success-
ful for 15 years Hames stated, “I believe it’s the strength of 
the partnership between the Farm Bureau and Sycamore Schools. It’s so well 
done and prepared each year. Students end up really enjoying the trip because 

Alex Ciechna and Trevor Considine 
learn about the dangers of playing in a 
grain cart.

“Students really learned a lot in terms of what it’s 
like to work as a farmer, but more importantly how 
those careers impact them, their lifestyles, and 
their community.” 

Justin Hames, Sycamore Middle School Teacher

Special	Thanks	To:
Otto Heisner, Steve Ward, 
Tracy Jones, Doug Dashner,  
Greg Millburg, Michelle Kovac,  
Terri White, & the Sycamore FFA

Students quietly focus on creating their own boutonnieres at Farm Bureau.

of the hands-on, face-to-face 
experience they get with the 
agricultural community. It’s 
funny. Usually students are a 
little skeptical about ‘going 
to a farm’ for the day. But 
they always end up smiling 
and telling us how much fun 
they had afterward.” ■
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Farm Bureau Prime Timers are in 
for a real holiday treat! Stage Coach 
Players will perform an act from 
“Miracle on 34th Street” on Monday, 
Dec. 7. 

The act – Kris Kringle on Trial 
for Impersonating Santa Claus. It 
is Christmas in New York, 1947. 
Kris Kringle has been employed 
at Macy’s to play Santa to all the 

Stage Coach performs
children visiting the store. It’s 
a great job, but there is one 
problem. Kris believes he is Santa 
Claus! He now stands trial to 
prove his identity and with the 
help of his lawyer, friends and of 
course elves, he just might win the 
case!

The edited script from “Miracle 
on 34th Street” will be presented by 
many of the original cast of Stage 
Coach Players on hand to bring the 
trial to life. 

Farm Bureau members are 
welcome to attend this performance 
which is scheduled to begin at 1 p.m. 
in the Farm Bureau theater on Dec. 7. 

Prior to the performance, lunch 

will be served at 12-noon in the Farm 
Bureau auditorium. Prime Timers are 
urged to register for lunch by Dec. 1 
and pay the $6 lunch fee. 

For those who would like to see 
the entire show, Stage Coach Players 
will be performing “Miracle on 34th 
Street” Dec. 2-5 at 7:30 p.m. and 
Dec. 5-6 at 2 p.m. at their theater in 
DeKalb. ■

Imagine seeing not one, not two, 
but six of the biggest acts in show 
business in one great performance! 
We’re talking about legends like 
Carrie Underwood, Neil Diamond, 
Elton Johm, Buddy Holly, Whitney 
Houston and Elvis Presley.

“Legends	in	Concert”	at	Fireside
See these great stars re-created 

live on The Fireside stage with Farm 
Bureau members on Wednesday,  
Feb. 10, 2016. This truly unique, enter-
taining experience is the musical show, 
“Legends in Concert”. 

“Legends in Concert” presents 
dynamic and talented performers re-
creating the unforgettable concert ap-
pearances of these show biz immortals. 
They are surrounded by a dazzling 
array of singers, dancers, glittering 
costumes and sensational lighting. 

Besides the fabulous show and front 
row seating, you will enjoy The Fire-
side’s delicious, hearty lunch. 

Cost of The Fireside day trip to Fort 
Atkinson, WI is $95 for Farm Bureau 
members, $105 for guests. Price 
includes the show, lunch and motor-
coach transportation. The motorcoach 
will depart from Farm Bureau at 9 a.m.

Registration for this trip opens on 
Monday, Dec. 7 at 11 a.m., in conjunc-
tion with the Prime Timers luncheon. 
Afterwards, registration will be taken at 
the Farm Bureau office. ■

Need a gift idea?
Give a gift certificate for one of 
Farm Bureau’s 2016 tours. Tours 
range in price from $45 to $100. 

Stop by the Farm Bureau office to 
purchase gift certificates and for 

more information. ■

Trips & Programs

Holiday 
Donations
Each year at the December 

Prime Timers luncheon, 
members are asked to give a 
cash donation which goes to 
a local charity. This year, the 
Prime Timers Committee has 
selected the Meals on Wheels 
program.

At the Dec. 7 Prime Timers 
luncheon, members will be 
asked for cash donations and 
the collected contributions 
will be taken to the Voluntary 
Action Center which provides 
home delivery of meals 
through the Meals on Wheels 
Program. The Meals on 
Wheels program is for DeKalb 
County residents, 60 years 
or older, who receive meals 
delivered by volunteers in the 
community.  ■
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The financial decisions you make 
today will directly impact your long 
term financial future. That’s why it’s 
important to have specific financial 
goals for each stage of your life. You 
will feel more confident heading into 
retirement if you know you made the 
right financial decisions at each stage. 

Ages	18-29:		
Eliminate	credit	card	debt	

During this stage, your first 
priority should be getting out of debt. 
According to a recent Federal Reserve 
study, the average family has at least 
three credit cards with a total credit 
card debt of about $15,000. 

Since credit card interest rates 
average about 13 percent, it’s difficult 
to earn that same percentage on your 
investments each year. Getting a 
handle on your credit card debt should 
give you more resources to invest in 
your retirement. 

Ages	30-44:	Sign	up	for	an	
automatic	investment	plan	

The most important action during 
this stage is to take advantage of a dis-
ciplined savings program for long-term 
growth such as your employer’s 401(k) 
or 403(b) retirement savings plan. 
These types of retirement plans are a 
great way to save because the money is 

pulled straight from 
your paycheck before 
you can spend it and 
is invested directly in a mutual fund or 
other investment you choose. 

Ages	45-54:	Review	your		
progress	and	make	adjustments	

Now is the time to evaluate your 
savings program to make sure you 
are on track to meet your long term 
financial goals. 

Here are a few questions to consider: 
1. Do I have a well-balanced, diversi-

fied portfolio? 
2. Am I taking full advantage of any 

company-matched contributions? 
3. Am I taking advantage of the many 

tax breaks from employer sponsored 
plans? 

If you answered no to any of these or 
similar questions, then it’s important to 
make adjustments with your plan. 

Ages	55-65:	Match	your	income	
sources	with	income	needs	

Since retirement is getting closer, 
you should have a pretty good estimate 
of your income from Social Security 
and any defined benefit pension you’re 
entitled to at work. During this stage, 
you should look at all of your sources 
of income to see if they match up with 
your income needs. 

Here are a few questions to consider: 
1. Will your mortgage be paid off? 
2. Will consumer debt or college 

loans taken on behalf of a child be paid 
off? 

3. Do you want (or need) to work in 
retirement? 

4. Where will you live? 

By answering these questions, you 
can better understand your financial 
picture as you prepare for retirement. 

Ages	66	and	over:	Develop	a		
plan	to	spend	investment	assets	

New retirees should focus on de-
veloping a plan for spending their 
investment assets. When determining 
the amount of money to withdraw 
from your retirement plan each year, 
consider your goals. For example, 
do you want to leave an inheritance 
or conserve assets for later in retire-
ment? 

Choose a practical amount of 
income to withdraw each year from 
your retirement accounts and be 
prepared to change that amount as 
your investment returns fluctuate. 
For example, if you experience good 
investment results early in retire-
ment, you may decide to spend more. 
But if the market declines, you may 
need to take less from your portfolio 
to conserve assets for later. 

Regardless of what stage of life 
you are in, COUNTRY can tailor a 
tangible retirement plan to meet your 
specific needs. Contact our office 
at 815-756-9536 about achieving 
financial security no matter where 
you’re starting from.1  ■
1 Investment management, retirement, trust 
and planning services provided by COUNTRY 
Trust Bank,® a part of COUNTRY® Financial, 
Bloomington, Ill. Products of COUNTRY Trust 
Bank are not FDIC insured, not guaranteed and 
may lose value.

Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Dan Howes, Chris Patterson,  
Craig Popp, Mike Shipley 
COUNTRY Financial Representatives

COUNTRY
Thoughts

Dan Howes, Craig Popp, Mike Shipley, Chris Patterson

0915-247

www.countryfinancial.com
815-756-9536

Retirement	Planning	
For	Each	Stage	of	Life



   DeKalb County Farm Bureau       33    

Member Benefits

Farm	Bureau	
Calendars

Stop by the Farm Bureau office and 
pick up a free 2016 DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau calendar. 

The wall calendar features an assortment 
of antique tractors.

 Farm Bureau members are limited to one 
calendar per membership. ■

Let’s	Bowl!
Ready for some family fun? Farm Bureau 

families are invited to participate in the 
Northern Illinois Farm Bureau Bowling 
Tournament on Saturday, Jan. 30, 2016.

The Farm Bureau Bowling Tournament 
will be held at Forest Hills Lane, Rockford. 
Registration opens at 1 p.m. and the tourna-
ment gets underway at 2 p.m. 

Awards will be presented for high score 
individuals in each division as well as high 
score in the child and adult divisions.

Visit www.winnebagoboonefarmbu-
reau.org for more information and a regis-
tration form. Cost to participate is $14. 

For additional information contact the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau office. ■

Movie	tickets	make	
great	stocking	stuffers
Buy some discount movie tickets from 

Farm Bureau as stocking stuffers for 
Christmas. 

Market Square 10 discount movie tickets 
can be purchased for $7.50 each, a savings 
of up to $2.25 per ticket on evening shows. 
Market Square 10, of Carmike Cinemas, is 
located near Wal-Mart in DeKalb.  

Stop by the Farm Bureau office to 
purchase movie tickets. ■

Retirement	
Reception	for	
Jan	Peabody

Please join Farm Bureau in 
wishing Jan Peabody all the 
best in her upcoming retirement. 
Farm Bureau is hosting a retire-
ment reception in her honor on 
Friday, Dec. 4 from 4 to 6 p.m. at 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Building. Light refreshments will 
be served. 

For the past 36 years Jan has 
been the executive secretary of 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau. 
She will retire on Dec. 31. ■

The DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau office 

is one of the drop-off sites for the 
holiday lights recycling program 
being sponsored by the DeKalb 
County Health Department. 

Lights will be accepted from now 
until Jan. 15, 2016 including all 
string lights and extension cords.

The DeKalb County Health De-
partment is partnering with DeKalb 
Iron and Metal (DIMCO) to recycle 
the lights for the fifth consecutive 
year. 

Lights can be dropped off at Farm 
Bureau, Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Besides the Farm 
Bureau office, county residents 
may drop off holiday lights at the 
following locations during regular 
office hours:
City of DeKalb Municipal Building 
200 S. Fourth St., DeKalb
DeKalb County Health Department 
2550 N. Annie Glidden Rd., DeKalb

Recycle	your	holiday	lights
DeKalb County Legislative Center
200 N. Main St., Sycamore 
DeKalb Park District Sports & Rec 
Center, 1765 S. Fourth St., DeKalb 
Genoa City Hall
333 E. First St., Genoa
Kishwaukee Family YMCA
2500 Bethany Rd., DeKalb
Sandwich City Hall
144 E. Railroad, Sandwich
Sycamore Centre
308 W. State St., Sycamore
Waterman Village Hall
215 W. Adams St., Waterman. ■

For more information about the Holiday Lights Recycling Program  
please call the Health Department, 815-758-6673. 
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John Frieders
Somonauk Township

Southern District Director

Phil Montgomery

John Frieders

No. Years on FB Board:  9
Hometown & Occupation:  Kirkland, Grain Farmer
Age:  33
Role of Farm Bureau:  To help farmers keep others informed and educated 
on all aspects of farming and how we are safely feeding the world
Farm:  I’m a fourth generation grain farmer and our family has a centennial farm. 
I also custom apply manure for local hog farms.
Family:  Spouse, Amanda, nursing home employee
Education:  A.A.S. in computer numeral control, tool & die, Kishwaukee College; 
Hiawatha High School
Community:  Kirkland Lion’s Club President, Franklin Township Park Board 
Commissioner, Hiawatha FFA Alumni President, DeKalb County Corn & Soybean  
Association President, DeKalb County Long-Term Recovery Corporation Board  
(helping rebuild Fairdale)
Hobbies/Interests:  Hunting, fishing, shooting, four-wheeling, snowmobiling, boating

John Frieders

No. Years on FB Board:  13
Hometown & Occupation:  Grain & Hog Farmer
Age:  58
Role of Farm Bureau:  To represent agriculture at the local level and to facilitate 
communication and recommendations between local, state and federal governments
Farm:  I farm with my son, Chris, and we raise corn and soybeans. We also have 
a wean-to-finish hog operation.
Family:  Spouse, Linda, registered nurse; and three adult children - Chris, farmer, 
Kari, registered nurse, and Emily, teacher, all of Sandwich
Education:  East Aurora High School
Community:  Member of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, DeKalb County Board Member, 
past member Sandwich Board of Education
Hobbies/Interests:  Antiquing with my wife, Linda

Phil Montgomery
Franklin Township

Northern District Director

Phil Montgomery

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Directors
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www.conservfs.com

Applied with Pride

(Front to back) Lonnie Goodall, from the 
FS Caledonia facility, Jim Corbin, New 
Leader Ag (manufacturers the spreader 
boxes), Ryan Linson from FS Marengo 
facility, and Bruce Ellison from FS 
Marengo facility assisting with squaring 
the spinner system and fans of a fertilizer 
spreader.

Custom application services? Conserv FS has you covered! 

We recently held our Fall Applicator Training and Calibration 
Clinic at our Marengo, Illinois location. Our team of 34 applicators 
is highly trained on the equipment and knowledge of the products. 
All 14 floater trucks were on hand at our Marengo location to be 
calibrated during the sixteen hour clinic. 

Dry fertilizer spreading is a key factor in Conserv FS’ clinic that 
is held prior to the start of each season. Along with training on the 
following topics: application logs, field mapping, technology trou-
bleshooting, equipment maintenance and pattern testing, we also 
expanded our scope of focus to include NH3  equipment and setups.  
New technology and products are continually discussed to improve 
our custom application business and adapt to changing customer needs.

The process for calibrating a dry fertilizer spreader is fairly straight 
forward. Fifteen to twenty-one pans are evenly spaced and laid out in a 
90-120 foot line perpendicular to the spreader travel direction. The calibra-
tion pans are generally spaced six feet apart, except in the center of the line 
of pans where the spacing is adjusted to allow for the spreader wheels. The 
pans each have grids in the bottoms to help keep the fertilizer from bouncing 
out.

A prevailing myth about dry fertilizer spreading is that you can set the 
spreader according to manufacturer guidelines and then forget about it. The 
truth is that there are many variables that can affect the quality and accuracy 
of the fertilizer distribution. Manufacturer suggested settings can get you in 
the “ballpark,” but a number of these variables can only be effectively dealt 
with by periodically checking the spread pattern. 

The fertilizer spread pattern is affected by many factors. Some of the more 
important factors include: fertilizer characteristics, spreader operation and 
weather.

At Conserv FS, the spread pattern is measured for different fertilizers 
and blends, and retested whenever new fertilizer shipments are received, or 
whenever some other significant change occurs. Different spreader settings 
are adjusted for each new product or combination.

During the clinic, once each spreader pass has taken place, the contents 
of each pan were poured through a funnel into transparent tubes. The height 
of fertilizer in each tube was recorded and the pattern was visualized in the 
tubes. The spread pattern yields clues useful for adjusting the spreader. This 
pattern also gives information on the effective swath width. 

In the upcoming months, “Applied with 
Pride” signs will be erected broadcast-
ing which applicator performed custom 
work on that particular field. Take a minute 
to observe and acknowledge the profes-

sional integrity displayed in your 
local community. Want to learn more 
about, “Applied with Pride?” Contact 
Jeff Kimmel at 815-568-7211.

Lastly, we would like to extend a 
special thank you to the companies 
that assisted in our recent clinic  – 
New Leader; Altorfer;  Jenner; 
Ahern, Hogan Walker and Capstan 
Ag. 

Conserv FS is on the leading 
edge for all your agricultural needs. 
In today’s world, our Applicator 
Training and Calibration Clinic has 
given us the upper hand in all the 
changes in technology. Conserv FS 
has many full service ag locations for 
all your seed, chemical, fertilizer and 
application needs. Our applicators 
are invaluable and help us pave the 
way to advance your operations and 
increase your profitability. ■
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Baby Friendly is an initiative that 
continues to move forward at both 
KishHealth System’s Kishwaukee 
Hospital in DeKalb and Valley 

West Hospital in Sandwich. 

Clinical Nurse Leader at Kishwaukee Hospital, Tami Johnson said, “Staff 
members at both locations have completed extensive education about the initia-
tive and procedures that accompany this designation.” 

The Sacred Hour is a new plan of care that has resulted from the Baby 
Friendly Hospital Initiative. The Sacred Hour is the hour or so after delivery 
during which mom, dad, and baby bond without outside interruptions. Medical 
and nursing care is continued, often with the baby skin to skin in mom’s arms, 
but visitors are not allowed in the rooms during this time. 

After initial bonding and the first feeding, moms may choose to allow 
visitors, but only when they feel comfortable doing so. 

Healthy babies routinely are placed and positioned skin to skin with mothers 
after delivery. This also occurs in the operating room after a cesarean section. 
Any test or medication that the newborn may need is encouraged to be 
performed while he or she is skin to skin with mom. This practice has shown 
babies to be more relaxed allowing for the test to be completed more comfort-
ably. 

Manager of Maternity Suites at Valley West Hospital Melissa Hilt stated, 
“Bathing of baby is routinely delayed until twelve hours of age to help stabilize 
the newborn’s blood sugar and temperature, helping to improve breastfeeding 
success.” 

The 
Sacred 
Hour

KishHealth System

Babies are also encouraged to stay in 
room with their moms, meaning baby 
does not go to the nursery when it is 
time to rest. 

“Research has shown that this 
practice allows for more peaceful sleep 
for both mom and baby,” said Johnson.

KishHealth System’s Maternity 
Suites is leading the way in the Baby 
Friendly Hospital Initiative. With the 
Baby Friendly plan of care already 
in place, the birth of a baby can be 
welcoming and stress free. 

The Maternity Suites departments 
at both Kishwaukee and Valley West 
Hospitals make that happen. For more 
information about the Maternity Suites 
in DeKalb or Sandwich please visit 
www.kishmaternitysuites.org. ■

“Research has shown that this  

practice allows for more peaceful 

sleep for both mom and baby.” 
Tami Johnson, Clinical Nurse  
Leader Kishwaukee Hospital
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What do you think are the priorities for  
economic development for DeKalb County  
in the next five years?

Be part of this important process by participating 
in an interactive economic development summit to be 
held on Nov. 17 at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. 
This summit is being offered twice on the same day, 
8:30 – 10 a.m. and 7 – 8:30 p.m., to accommodate busy 
schedules. 

The summit will feature a presentation on “The State 
of DeKalb County’s Economy” by researchers from 
Northern Illinois University’s (NIU’s) Center for Gov-
ernmental Studies (CGS). Participants will have an 
opportunity to discuss the presentation and share their 
opinions about economic development priorities for 
DeKalb County during small group roundtables. 

Following the summit, a team of CGS researchers 
will be available to meet with individual communities throughout  
DeKalb County to gain deeper insights into specific economic develop- 
ment assets, plans, and aspirations. 

Ideas collected from the summit and the community sessions will be used  
to draft a document that describes an economic development vision, assets,  
and strategic opportunities, as well as identifies potential resources for  
DeKalb County. 

This economic summit and visioning process is being co-sponsored by 
DeKalb County Government, the DeKalb County Economic Development  
Corporation (EDC), the DeKalb County Community Foundation, NIU, and  

the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. 

Economic	development	summit	seeks	input
In Our Community

Please RSVP by https://www. 
surveymonkey.com/r/RVNLLM9. If 
you wish to participate but are unable  
to attend the summit, an online survey 
is available on the DeKalb County  
Government website, www.dekalb 
county.org. Please contact Diana 
Robinson 815-753-0912/drobinson@
niu.edu or Brian Richard 815-753-0162/
brichard@niu.edu with questions. ■

Register	now	for	Citizens	Police	Academy
Sheriff Roger Scott announces the annual offering of the Sheriff’s Citizens 

Police Academy for citizens of DeKalb County. 
The Academy begins Thursday, Jan. 7, 2016 and will conclude with  

graduation at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau on March 10, 2016, under  
the coordination of Detectives Sarah Frazier and John Holiday. 

Classes are from 6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. for 10 consecutive Thursday 
evenings and are held primarily at the Legislative Center in Sycamore. 
Academy participants are asked to attend at least seven out of ten classes as a 
requirement for graduation.  

Academy topics cover several areas including arrest procedures, criminal 
law, investigations, domestic violence, traffic stops, telecommunications,  
corrections, the judiciary, coroner’s office, and other topics.  

Those interested in attending the Citizens Police Academy may contact the 
Sheriff’s Office for an application by calling, 895-7260, or by stopping at the 
Sheriff’s Office at 150 N. Main St. Sycamore, or downloading the applica-
tion: www.dekalbcountyilsheriff.org.

Deadline for registration is Dec.21.  
The Academy has been co-sponsored by the Sheriff’s Office and the 

DeKalb County Farm Bureau since 1996. Additional sponsors include Rep. 
Bob Pritchard, Sen. Tim Bivins  and Nathan Winston Services.  ■

Get	Mobile		
Patrol	app
Want to know the  
latest road conditions?

Sheriff Roger Scott reminds 
citizens of the Sheriff’s Office 
free app known as the Mobile 
Patrol app. By using this app you 
will be alerted to local road con-
ditions and weather.

The Mobile Patrol app can 
be downloaded for free at the 
Google Store and the Apple App 
Store from your cell phone. After 
downloading, you can enter your 
zip code to get information for 
your local area. 

This same information is also 
on the Sheriff’s Office facebook 
page: facebook.com/DeKalb 
CountyIllinoisSheriff. ■
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Center	for		
Agriculture	News

Report	Perennial,		
Forage,	and	Fall	Seeded	
Grain	Acreage

All producers are encour-
aged to contact their local FSA 
office to make an appointment to 
certify their crops. The deadline 
for their perennial forages and 
fall-seeded grains reports for 
2016 is Dec. 15. 

Timely and complete acreage 
reports are eligibility require-
ments for many FSA programs 
including the Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage Program (PLC), Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assis-
tance Program (NAP), Livestock 
Forage Disaster Program (LFP), 
Marketing Assistance Crop Loan 
Program (MAL), and Loan Defi-
ciency Payment Program (LDP). 

Perennial Forage includes but 
is not limited to grass, alfalfa, 
mixed hay, clover, and others 
intended for hay or grazing. 
Small grains include wheat, rye, 
triticale, and any others planted 
this fall. 

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage 
reporting date:

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage 
reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 
15 calendar days after planting is complete.

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting 
date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after 
purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to 
the county office. 

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” 
“green manure,” “left standing” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by 
July 15. ■

Complete	NASS	Crop	Surveys	
The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) Field Offices are currently 

completing 2015 small grain yield surveys and will contact growers in December 
to complete row crop yield surveys. 

If you are one of the producers contacted to complete a 2015 yield survey, we 
encourage your participation and cooperation as many USDA agencies including 
the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Risk Management Agency (RMA) use the 
NASS yield data for their programs. 

FSA uses NASS county yield data for farm credit, conservation, disaster 
programs, loan and commodity programs. Under the 2014 Farm Bill, FSA uses 
the NASS county yield data to calculate Agriculture Risk Coverage – County 
(ARC-CO) benchmark revenues and current year county revenues.

Any information that producers provide to NASS is kept confidential and 
protected by federal law. NASS publishes only aggregate-level data, ensuring that 
no individual operation or producer can be identified. All reports will be available 
at www.nass.usda.gov. ■



Help us GROW
The Farm Bureau  

Foundation for Agriculture 
is positioned to GROW – 

GROW Knowledge, GROW 
Understanding and GROW 
Awareness of Agriculture –  

by generating funds for  
worthwhile agricultural 

initiatives. Tax deductible 
donations will fund programs 

important to agriculture.

Please Donate.
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Foundation	welcomes	year-end	giving
Consider the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture  

in your charitable giving. 

Charitable giving is one way to give back and support worthwhile causes in your 
community and at the same time it also provides tax savings.

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture welcomes year-end  
giving to direct funds for effective Foundation programs. With additional funds, the  
Foundation can make a difference by building awareness and understanding of agriculture.

The Farm Bureau Foundation was established as a 501 (c)(3) to accept tax deductible 
donations to fund initiatives important to agriculture. The Foundation will accept  
charitable contributions of money, real estate, farmland and securities with various funding 
opportunities available such as named endowments and donor-advised funds.

To make a donation, please contact  
Foundation Administrator Mariam Wassmann, 
815-756-6361, mariamwassmann@dekalb 
farmbureau.org. ■

Holiday	Gifts	from	Your	Kitchen	&	Garden
Holiday gifts don’t have to be extravagant and expensive. Join University of 

Illinois Extension Educators Candice Miller & Marilyn Csernus for Holiday 
Gifts from Your Kitchen & Garden on Monday, 
Nov. 30 from 2 to 4 p.m. 

It will be an afternoon of learning, crafting, 
and fun. You will see some fun and easy gifts 
you can make from what’s grown in your 
garden and what you have in your kitchen. 

This is a hands-on workshop where participants will take home their crafts 
created during the class. Participants will have the opportunity to make an 
evergreen grapevine wreath, terrarium ornament, pomander balls, dried herb 
and floral sachets, herb popcorn and savory herb dip.  

FSA	Goes	Pink!
Staff members from the DeKalb/

Kane/DuPage County FSA Office 
participated in a contest for Breast 
Cancer Awareness for the month of 
October. Every Friday in October 
the staff wore something pink -  pink 
shoes, pink socks and pink shirts.  

The Illinois State Office encour-
aged county offices to wear pink to 
promote breast cancer awareness 
and also participate in a statewide 
photo contest. The county staff asked  
Richard Wilkening to bring his pink 
Farmall tractor to Farm Bureau so 
they could have their picture taken 
by the tractor and then submit the 
photo to the state office. ■

Pictured in pink are county FSA staff: (from left) Kristine Sawyer, Paula Roberts, Andrew 
Hernandez, Janeen Vogeler, Janet Plote, Karen Koenig and David Miranda.

You will also enjoy herbal spiced 
cider and treats.  All recipes will be 
shared. 

The cost for this program is $25 
and it will be held at in the audito-
rium of the Farm Bureau Building. 
Pre-registration is required by Friday, 
Nov. 27. 

To register or for more informa-
tion contact the University of Illinois 
Extension office at 815-758-8194 or 
visit our website at web.extension.
illinois.edu/bdo. ■
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Lisa Feuerbach Brooks Elementary, DeKalb
John Murray Clinton Rosette Middle School, DeKalb
Debbie Dorf Cornerstone Christian Academy, Sycamore
Leslie Larson Cortland Elementary, Cortland
Marcy Billington Davenport Elementary, Genoa
Monica Winckler Dummer School, Sandwich
Pam Bybee Founders Elementary, DeKalb
Kristen Engel Genoa Elementary, Genoa
Sandy Arndt Genoa-Kingston Middle School, Genoa
Amy Gomes Haskin Elementary, Sandwich
Josh Dodge Hiawatha Elementary, Kirkland
Amanda Garrey Hinckley-Big Rock Elementary, Hinckley
Kendra Lucas Huntley Middle School, DeKalb
Joann Pardridge Indian Creek Elementary, Shabbona
Emily Butler Indian Creek Middle School, Waterman
Nina Pevonka J.R. Wood Elementary, Somonauk
Brenda Woker Jefferson Elementary, DeKalb

Empowering Ambassadors

Special workshops equip Ambassadors to help their  
fellow teachers get up-to-speed on agricultural literacy.

Eight years ago, in an effort to better compete with the bombardment 
of information and demands they face on a daily basis, DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau established a way to improve the sharing of information with 
educators. Ag Literacy Ambassadors—teachers who serve as links between 
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy program and their fellow educators—were 
recruited in elementary and middle schools. 

Near the beginning of each school year, the Ambassadors are invited to 
a special workshop at Farm Bureau. There, they learn about new teaching 
resources, explore food and agricultural topics, try out new activities, and 
hear a refresher on the educational programs Farm Bureau offers.

As in the past, this year’s workshop was held twice to best fit teachers’ busy 
schedules. Twenty-one Ambassadors attended over the course of two evenings. ■

Elementary Teachers Joann Pardridge, 
Indian Creek Elementary, and Debbie 
Dorf, Cornerstone Christian Academy, 
review Ag Mags during the recent Ag 
Literacy Ambassadors workshop. Both 
have served as Ambassadors since the 
program’s inception in 2008.Above photo: Ambassadors analyze soybean pods during a hands-on activity focused on 

using descriptive language. Shown are (from left): Sandy Arndt, Genoa-Kingston Middle 
School; Deb Heinekamp, Woodbury Elementary, Sandwich; David Steimel, Prairie View 
Elementary, Sandwich; Josh Dodge, Hiawatha High School, Kirkland; and Cameron 
Davekos, Kingston Elementary.

Cameron Davekos Kingston Elementary, Kingston
Jean Searls Lincoln Elementary, DeKalb
Joanie Novak Littlejohn Elementary, DeKalb
Carri Flewellyn Malta Elementary, Malta
Carol Slutz North Grove Elementary, Sycamore
Chris Berg North School, Sycamore
David Steimel Prairie View Elementary, Sandwich
Ruth VanDee Somonauk Christian School, Somonauk
Joanne Zaleski Somonauk Middle School, Somonauk
Jon Walter Southeast School, Sycamore
Sue Pelikan St. Mary School, DeKalb
Mary Iwans St. Mary’s School, Sycamore
Jill Bolda Sycamore Middle School, Sycamore
Nancy Chapman Tyler Elementary, DeKalb
Jan Bolander West School, Sycamore
Deb Heinekamp Woodbury Elementary, Sandwich

2015-2016 Ag Literacy Ambassadors

Ag Literacy
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DON’T 
GET CAUGHT 
OFF GUARD!

Contact Conserv FS for all your winter needs.
Bagged & Bulk Ice Melter • Snow Shovels & Scrapers • Spreaders • Gloves

Through our top of the line products, services and knowledge; together we’ll 
stomp out snow and ensure you’re ready for the first snow fall.

Woodstock: 815-334-5950 • DeKalb: 815-756-2739
Waterman: 815-264-7709 • Malta: 815-825-2012

www.conservfs.com



DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178


