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Summer Time
Summer is a perfect time to enjoy family and 

participate in activities like vacations, fairs, and life 
on the farm. It is a time in agriculture that we watch 
our crops grow, hopefully nurtured by timely rains and 
suitable weather. 

Summer is also a time for activities that focus on 
youth and mentoring the next generation. Youth involved 
in local fairs, young people receiving scholarships, youth 
in 4-H or ag literacy programs. 

We can be proud of the generation that will follow 
in our footsteps. Not only are they excelling in their 
interests, they are becoming involved in the local 
community and will serve DeKalb County well in the 
future. 

To better understand the contributions they provide, 
take time to peruse this issue of CONNECTIONS and 
learn about our youth. Be informed of the outreach 
eff orts directed to our youth through the ag literacy 
summer program. Read about youth and their 4-H 

On the cover:
Steve Lake, Beth White
and Bill Mullins

projects and the values these projects instill in them. 
Discover the educational paths considered by those 
receiving scholarships from the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Foundation.

The youth of our county are more than our legacy, they 
are our future. And if you ask me our future is in great 
hands! 

Take time to share, to mentor, and to assist youth 
in any way you can. After all, they make our summer 
months eventful and memorable. ■

Connecting to You
Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

F e a t u r e s
 4 Crops on Pace for Early harvest
  Find out the status of maturing corn and soybeans

 6 Balancing Farm & Family
  See how a farmer blends lifestyle with family time

 10 Ask A Farmer
  Learn how the quality of U.S. food is second to none

 16 GIVING Grows Scholarships
  Discover how students benefi t from donations

 20 Give a Gift of Grain
  Consider a grain donation to the Foundation

 26 A Voice of the People
  Commend Rep. Pritchard for his legislative service

 28 Show Days
  Recognize 4-H members for their hard work

 36 CONNECTIONS has a new website
  Check out the magazine’s new website 



2      CONNECTIONS    August 2018

Calendar
AUGUST
Aug. 20-24
Water Well Screening
For rural members
Pick up water testing kits Aug. 20-24
Return water kits on Aug. 27
$85

Aug. 25
Frankie Valli Tribute
Belfry Theatre, Delavan, WI
Dinner at Lake Lawn Resort

SEPTEMBER
Sept. 3
Labor Day Holiday
Farm Bureau offi ce closed

Sept. 5-9
DeKalb County Sandwich Fair
Sandwich Fairgrounds

Sept. 10
Mamie Eisenhower
Portrayed by Ellie Carlson
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by Sept. 4

Sept. 20
Harvest Dinner for Educators
Dayton Farm, Sycamore
6 p.m.
Register at www.dekalbfarmbureau.org/
events/harvest-dinner

Sept. 28
Fall Amish Trip
Arthur, IL

Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture unless
otherwise noted. For most meeting reservations contact 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau offi  ce, 815-756-6361.

Follow us!
 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine

www.CultivateConnections.org

Farm Bureau Main Site
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org

Foundation for Agriculture
www.PlantALegacy.org

Send magazine comments to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

On Prairie Drive
   Mariam Wassmann, Editor
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Find the corn kernel 
and win!

Let’s see if you can fi nd the corn 
kernel (resembling the one above) in this 
month’s issue of our magazine and be 
eligible to win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-
756-6361, by Aug. 31 for your chance to 
win. 

When responding, please include the 
page number and exact description of the 
location of the corn kernel on that page. 
You will also need to provide your name 
and address.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the contest was 
Mary Englum of Sycamore. The soybean 
was hidden on page 32 in the lower left 
photo, on Megan Fidler’s FFA jacket, of 
July CONNECTIONS. ■

Stuff That Matters
I smile and breathe a sigh of relief when I think 

about the month of August. It’s our “caught up” 
month. Sort of. 

We have caught up on our crops meaning 
we’re done nurturing them. At this point we 
watch the corn and soybeans reach the fi nish 
line. They are ahead of schedule and look pretty 
darn good. 

By the eighth month we’ve caught up on 
farm-related work. Mowing roadside ditches. Trimming trees and bushes in our 
farmyard. Outdoor projects. Machinery fi xes. Odds and ends.

Because we are caught up on the farm (and at Farm Bureau?), we make time 
for a family vacation. We leave the farm for a lake in southern Wisconsin. It’s 
our happy place. Where we can go jump in the lake, sit on the pier, boat, ski, 
swim, and kayak. Or read a good book, play games, go for a walk, ride bikes, 
watch brilliant sunsets, and make memories. 

We’re on lake time, with family. We catch up with our lake friends. This is 
the stuff  that matters. The simple stuff  that soothes our souls, refreshes and 
reenergizes us. 

Even though we are lakeside, we travel by many farms which remind us of 
what we will return to. The farm, harvest, and a busy fall. Work will always be 
there so we enjoy these end-of-summer moments. ■
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By the
 NUMBERS

On average, there are 3 beans 
in a soybean pod. 

The development of those beans 
in the pod is happening right 
now in soybean fields across 
DeKalb County. It’s called, pod 
fill, which means the soybean 
is growing and filling the pod 
space. This happens during 
the month of August, after 
pollination.

Each soybean plant averages 
40-60 pods.

Soybeans are the second 
largest crop in the county, 
grown for its protein and oil and 
used for livestock feed, in foods, 
and for industrial purposes. 

What’s in a Pod?
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Crops on Pace for Early harvest
Corn and soybean crops are ahead 
of schedule as they reach maturity. 
Farmers expect to start harvesting 
by the third week of September. 

Warm temperatures jump started 
crops in early spring and summer 
and subsequently benefi tted corn 
and soybeans with above average 
growing degree days (GDD). The 
accelerated GDDs pushed the corn 
crop to the second fastest pace on 
record in Illinois behind the year of 
2012.

Twenty-one percent of the corn 
had dented by Aug. 5, according to 
the USDA, compared to about eight 
percent on average. At the same 
time, 84 percent of soybeans had set 
pods, compared to 67 percent last 
year.

“We are about two weeks ahead of 
normal,” reported Kevin Chiavario, 
Leland farmer. “And our crops are 
looking good.” 

While doing yield checks, 
Chiavario noticed extreme high 
ear counts. “We had ideal growing 
conditions with rapid crop 
development. A high percentage of 
the corn plants produced a viable 
ear.”

In June and early July his 
crops received an ample amount 
of rainfall, but could use some 
additional rainfall in August. “More 
rain would help with grain fi ll,” said 
Chiavario.

Genoa farmer Dave Timmermann 
agrees that rainfall in August will 
complete the crops. “Moisture will 
make a huge diff erence for the 
crops. We’ve had plenty of heat, but 
could use some more rain.”

“We are about two weeks ahead of 
normal. And our crops are looking 
good. More rain would help with 
grain fi ll.”

Kevin Chiavario, Leland farmer

“It’s a race to the end,” says 
Timmermann. “The corn crop has 
done exceptionally well and now 
is in the dent stage. Soybean pods 
are fi lling out. We have potential 
for above average crops.”

Timmerman notes crops are 
ahead of schedule and he expects 
to be harvesting by the third week 
in September, compared to early 
October in prior years. “Years ago 
we always harvested soybeans 
and then combined corn. Now, we 
start with corn then do soybeans, 
and fi nish with corn.”

DeKalb farmer Paul Diedrich 
anticipates he will be harvesting 
soybeans in September, a few 
weeks earlier than in the past. 
“We’re fortunate to have some very 
nice crops this year,” he said. “It’s 
been a good year for crops with 
heat and rainfall.”

“The good years sort of blend 
together,” explained Diedrich. “We 
had good crops last year. But we 
remember the bad years of 1988, 
1992, 1993.” ►
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Crops on Pace for Early harvest

“It’s a race to the end. The corn crop has 
done exceptionally well and now is in the 
dent stage. Soybean pods are fi lling out. 
We have potential for above average crops.”

Dave Timmermann, Genoa farmer

“It’s hard to say what our yields will be. 
The combine will tell me at harvest. It’s 
been a good year for crops with heat and 
rainfall.”

Paul Diedrich, DeKalb farmer

Locally, most farmers are expecting 
above average crops at harvest. 

“It’s hard to say what our yields 
will be. The combine will tell me at 
harvest,” Diedrich rationalized. 

The DeKalb farmer said, “I get 
rewarded every year. Mother Nature 
has the upper hand though. A farmer 
may do everything perfect and 
Mother Nature still has control.” 

Timmerman said he used to worry 
about weather, especially in 1988 
during the drought. But his faith 
helps him keep it all in perspective. 
“I count my blessings and trust that 
the Lord will provide.” ■



6      CONNECTIONS    August 2018

Trent Sanderson

the

Trent Sanderson is a seventh generation grain 
and livestock farmer. He raises corn, soybeans, 
wheat and a small herd of beef cattle. Trent and 
his wife and two sons live in rural Kirkland.

Balancing Farm & Family
Like most of you, I have had to learn how to balance work and family. 

My wife and I have two young boys who are growing faster than weeds 
and I don’t want to miss a second of it! 

As a farmer whose hours are roughly sun-up to sun-down plus a few 
night shifts during planting and harvest, fi tting family time into my work 
schedule can be tricky. 

Here are a few ways I make sure I get to spend time with the boys and 
my better half.
Rainy Days

I don’t always get to take weekends off , but oftentimes a good rain 
means we can’t be in the fi elds. 

My wife is a nurse so her schedule isn’t your typical Monday-Friday, 
either. Sometimes, we are lucky enough to catch a good rain on her day 
off  and get to spend the day together with our boys.

Tractor Time
Some of my fondest memories from my childhood happened in the cab 

of a tractor with my dad. 
My oldest son can point out a tractor from a mile away (and mimic 

the engine sound, of course). He got his fi rst tractor ride before he could 
walk! He enjoys it, so I let him ride with me and learn the ropes of 
farming whenever I can. 
Stopping for Dinner

Like I mentioned before, a farmer’s work hours are from sun-up to 
sun-down. That means stopping for a meal doesn’t generally happen. 
Lunch is usually eaten out of a lunch pail as I drive through the fi eld, but 
when my job allows, I try to stop for dinner with my family. 

As the boys get older, I look forward to 
hearing about their day and making fond 
memories around the dinner table.

Before I know it, my boys will be 
heading off  to school and learning to 
drive. The years will fl y by, and I want to 
look back and cherish the time together 
with my wife when my boys were little 
and I could see the excitement on their 
face when Dad pulled up in the tractor. 

It’s a balancing act and some days I 
do better than others – but you probably 
know all about that! ■

... Stopping for a meal doesn’t generally happen. Lunch is usually 
eaten out of a lunch pail as I drive through the fi eld, but when my 
job allows, I try to stop for dinner with my family.
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Pondering Pollinators Over Breakfast - Aug. 23 
The DeKalb County and Kane-DuPage County Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts, along with University of Illinois Extension DeKalb 
County, are off ering Pondering Pollinators Over Breakfast on Thursday, 
Aug. 23. The program will be held at Mayfi eld Congregational UCC church 
at 28405 Church Rd., Sycamore from 8 to 10:30 a.m. 

All are welcome! 
This program is for farmers who are interested in planting a pollinator plot 

or for anyone who lives in town and is thinking about planting a small plot. 
It will provide ideas and opportunities to help make it happen.

University of Illinois Extension Educator Peggy Doty will off er her 
program on native pollinators as well as a tour of the newly opened 
Mayfi eld Monarch Waystation community garden.  

Dean Johnson, Resource Conservationist for DeKalb County Soil and 
Water Conservation District, will be displaying the Air Broadcast Seeder, 
which is utilized for planting pollinator habitat. He will also be sharing 
information about pollinator plantings around the county. 

The program is $5 per person and includes a light breakfast and handouts. 
You can register by calling the Kane-DuPage SWCD offi  ce at 630-584-
7960, ext. 3. ■

Our plant communities have since 
changed, as people inhabited this 
great nation. Today, if you look at 
our region on a planning map you 
have to search for the now few and 
scattered “green and native spaces.” 
In our eff ort to bring European 
beauty to our yards, we have 
altered the landscape and created a 
drastically diff erent biodiversity. 

We have transformed our views 
into a beautiful landscape for the 
human eye but have taken away 
most of the plants our native 
insects evolved with, the ones they 
recognize, the ones that provide the 
pollen and nectar they need to exist. 
Because almost everything in the 
food chain revolves around insects, 

Pondering Pollinators

we should be willing to give back 
what these tiny creatures are looking 
for and if nothing else for our own 
survival.

Unfortunately, insects are very 
small and many people think they are 
terrifying enough, let alone to invite 
them into your yard. With a history 
of attacking our food, our homes, our 
bodies, and our very civilization, bugs 
are rarely regarded in a favorable light. 

Massive conservation eff orts revolve 
around pandas, sea turtles, whales, 
dolphins, our own bald eagle and 
many more endangered species. All of 
which are displayed as graceful and 
sweet, in theory. In comparison, the 
insect as a worthy conservation project 
is a hard sell.

There is no doubt that 
charismatic species help focus 
attention on the dangers of 
poaching, habitat destruction, 
pollution, and general 
environmental degradation, 
but plenty of areas in need of 
protection do not have one of these 
endangered animals to attract the 
reader or the inspiration of a donor. 
However, all habitats have insects.     

The power of insects is not in 
the individual itself, but in the 
ecological services of the masses.  
The insect world is incredibly 
diverse, and mostly yet unknown. 
Experts cannot agree on the 
possible number of species but 
some resources claim it is possible 
there are up to 30 million insect 
varieties. 

Researchers found 80 percent of 
the plant species providing food 
worldwide depend on pollination 
by animals, almost all of which are 
insects. These include beverages, 
fi bers, condiments, spices, and 
medicines. More than half of 
the world’s diet of fats and oils 
come from oilseed crops, many of 
which are pollinated by animals, 
including cotton, palm oil, canola, 
and sunfl owers. Pollinators 
predominate the middle section 
of virtually every terrestrial food 
chain. They eat and are eaten, 
keeping the food chain intact. ■

Peggy Doty, Educator
University of Illinois Extension

In the mid 1800’s, Illinois was discovered as an incredible landscape for 
those who wished to settle in an ocean of tall grass prairie and rich soils. 
A prairie full of native grasses and fl owers for hundreds of miles.
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Incorporating 
ornamental grass 
into your home 
landscape design 
is not diffi cult, but 
it does require 
advanced planning. 
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Barbara Lindholm, University of Illinois Extension, DeKalb County Master Gardener

In late August and early September, 
the role reversal begins. Summer 
fl owering plants are winding down. 
The time has come for the ornamental 
grasses to step into the spotlight.

Incorporating ornamental grass into 
your home landscape design is not 
diffi  cult, but it does require advanced 
planning. Grasses grow in a variety 
of sizes, shapes, colors and textures. 
Their sizes range from 6 inches to 
12 feet and over. You need to 
understand the ultimate size of your 
plant before you plant it in your 
garden.

Small grasses can be used 
eff ectively as front of the border 
plants and as groundcovers. Japanese	
Blood	Grass	displays a brilliant, red 
fall color but is only marginally hardy 
in our area so give it a sheltered 
location and winter protection. From 
early summer and through to the fall 
months, Blue-Eyed-Grass	carries 
blue fl owers with yellow centers. 
Blue	Fescue off ers soft blue-green 
foliage that can perform well as a 
single specimen or as a compliment 
to other fall blooming plants. 

In the medium-size grass category, 

there are three grasses frequently seen 
in our area gardens. Karl	Forester	
Feather	Reedgrass	is easy to grow 
and admired for its upright and 
controlled growth pattern. It carries 
its attractive seedheads through the 
fall and winter. Prairie	Dropseed	
Grass, a native grass, has a delicate 
appearance but is extremely hardy 
and features a golden, yellow fall 
color. Panicum	Switchgrass	off ers a 
polite, upright form and is a popular 
accent addition to fall fl ower displays.

Here come the big guys. Giant	
Miscanthus	and Pampas	Grass	

successfully grow in 
Illinois but be sure that 
you have enough room 
to support these very 
large grasses. Giant 
Miscanthus can grow to 

a dramatic 12 feet and will need to be 
controlled through frequent division. 
Pampas Grass is an annual grass but 
still remains popular as it displays 
huge white or pink plumes equally 
valued for use in the landscape and 
for dried fl ower arrangements. 

Ornamental grasses are low 
maintenance plants that are capable 
of surviving a variety of growing 
conditions from prairie sun to part 
shade. The best planting time for 
grasses is spring. Established grasses 
should be cut back hard in the spring 
and divided every three to four years.     

Ornamental grasses provide us with 
graceful movement through all the 
diff erent seasons. You can enjoy their 
beauty in the fall as they light up when 
the afternoon sun shines on them. In 
the winter, from the inside comfort 
of your home, look out on the frosted 
seedheads and spikes of grass. Birds 
and small animals will appreciate the 
shelter provided by these grasses.

By planting some of these grasses, 
we can return, at least in part, to a 
time in our history when Illinois was 
covered with prairie grasses.  

Got a Gardening Question?
Q: What is eating holes and 

destroying leaves on my roses?
A: Little green worms on the 

underside of the leaves are chewing 
the holes. Japanese beetles also appear 
this time of year and skeletonize your 
leaves. If infestation is light, handpick 
and drop the worms or beetles into 
a bucket of soapy water. Insecticidal 
soap and sprays can be used if the 
infestation is heavy. Always follow 
directions on the product you choose.        

Submit your gardening questions to: 
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org. ■

Spotlight on Ornamental Grasses

Ornamental grasses are low maintenance plants 
that are capable of surviving a variety of growing 
conditions from prairie sun to part shade.

If you are an ornamental grass, you need to practice the fi ne art of patience. 
While summer gardens are full of blooming fl owers, ornamental grasses 
remain in the background, quietly and discreetly, growing and waiting their 
turn.
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Very few items that we buy today last as long as we think they should 
and are usually cheaper to replace than to repair. That is not the case 
with the agricultural products that farmers produce today. 

Across the world, “Made in the USA” is a sought after item when it 
comes to food. The quality and standards of food products are second to 
none in the U.S., especially in animal proteins.  

American farmers are blessed to have several things working to 
their advantage. Among them are productive farmland and agricultural 
companies. Ag companies have literally invested billions of dollars to 
allow farmers to have access to top level seeds, animal genetics and 
nutrition, and technology. This allows farmers to produce more while 
using less. 

In pork production, genetic companies have developed through 
research more prolifi c female pigs that are able to farrow more pigs 
per litter. These companies have been able to cross pigs with the right 
male genetic line to get a market hog that is lean, healthy, and able to 
grow to larger weights. While not every pig is exactly the same, they are 
much closer alike than in years past. This allows a packer to know with 
certainty the kind of meat they will be buying from a farmer. 

Nutritional companies, through research, provide ideal diets for the 
pigs. This plays an important role in the quality of meat. After all, you 
are what you eat! Balanced diets of quality feed leads to quality meat.  

Technology has allowed the building of state-of-the-art barns that 
make raising pigs easier on both pigs and people. Climate-controlled 
barns keep pigs comfortable, healthier, and reduces stress on them. 

Caretakers are able to care for 
more pigs with less labor. All 
these things allow a farmer 
to produce a better product 
at a lesser cost and in larger 
numbers. And in the end, the 
consumer is able to receive a 
quantity of quality pork.

We also have a great 
infrastructure of roads, 
railroads, rivers and ports 

Q: With larger farms today, do farmers still produce 
quality agricultural products?

A: Yes, the quality and standards of food produced in 
the United States are second to none.

Got a question 
for a farmer?
Submit your farm and food questions to 
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org. 
We will share questions with our local 
farmers and publish their answers 
as space allows in upcoming 
issues of CONNECTIONS.

throughout our country which 
helps us to transport our products. 
Pigs need to leave the farm to go 
to packing plants and good roads 
help that. Over 26% of the pork 
produced in the United States fi nds 
a home outside of the country. 
Roads and railroads get the product 
to ports quickly and effi  ciently so 
it can get to wherever it is headed 
often ending up cheaper than what 
other countries can produce it for.

While the phrase “they just don’t 
make ‘em like they used to” is often 
thought to be negative; that’s not 
the case when it comes to American 
agricultural products. No, we don’t 
make ‘em like we used to – we 
make it better! Better quality and a 
better price. ■

Carl Heide is a fourth generation farmer from 
DeKalb who raises pigs, corn, soybeans, and 
peas. Carl, his wife and two daughters live on 
the family farm.
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FARM & FOOD
Are most farms today factory or corporate farms? 

Today, the vast majority of farms are still family owned. In Illinois, 97 percent 
are owned by individuals, family partnerships or family corporations. For these 
family farms, being stewards of the land and caretakers of their animals truly 
runs in their blood.

Do animals on small farms receive better care than on large farms? 
The livelihood of livestock producers – whether large or small – depends on 

the health and well-being of their animals. Regardless of the size of the farm, 
caring for animals is a 24/7 job that requires knowledge, patience and the 
utmost devotion. 

Are large farms bad for the environment?
Farm animal production in the United States has clearly shifted away from 

many small farms to an increasing number of larger farms.  
Larger farms must comply with stricter environmental regulations than 

smaller farms and are often more able to employ people or hire consultants 
who specialize in these issues like manure management. Research shows larger 
farms use more comprehensive manure management practices than smaller 
farms.

Manure from farm animals when used as a fertilizer improves soil and 
increases crop yields. Farmers must apply manure properly and not allow it to 
reach water supplies and become a pollutant.

What type of farms are 
needed to feed the world?

America needs farms of all 
shapes and sizes to thrive. When 
some people think of big farms, 
they immediately believe they are 
“factory farms.” Often, large farms 
are deploying the most innovative 
processes in sustainability and 
animal welfare because they have 
the resources to do so. In addition, 
large farms can be better equipped 
to deal with growing regulatory 
requirements. 

Large farms create economies 
of scale that can keep prices low. 
Agriculture employs 14 percent of 
the U.S. workforce (or approximately 
21 million people).

We need conventional, organic 
and all other types of farms to meet 
consumer needs. Organic farming 
can continue to develop sustainable 
practices that can be adopted more 
widely. At the same time, conventional 
practices are necessary to improve 
productivity to feed everyone. 
According to the United Nations’ Food 
and Agriculture Organization, we must 
increase food production by 70 percent 
by 2050 to feed an estimated nine 
billion people. ■

Sources: The Food Dialogues, 
U.S. Farmers & Ranchers Alliance, 

www.fooddialogues.com; 
Best Food Facts, www.bestfoodfacts.org 
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Want to ride in a combine and watch 
corn being harvested? Now’s your 
chance!

Farm Bureau is coordinating 
combines rides with local farmers in 
mid-October. Rides will be given in 
cornfi elds located in the Sycamore 
area. 

The Diehl brothers, Dave, Ron, Rich and Chuck, are one of three sets of family farmers hosting combine rides in mid-October. The 
combine rides will be in corn fi elds located in the Sycamore area. Registration for combine rides is being accepted at the Farm Bureau 
offi ce.

Combine Rides coming in October

Farmers will share information about 
fi eld corn harvest and technology from 
their seat atop a modern combine, 
which is a harvesting machine. 
Interested persons will sit next to the 
farmer in a seat to view harvest, ask 
questions and have some conversations 
about food production.

Participating farmers are Glenn, 
Dale and Justin Bolander, Diehl 
Farms, and Carl Heide.

Those registered for the combine 
rides will see corn being harvested by 
the combine, transferred into a grain 
cart, and then loaded into a semi-truck 
before it leaves the fi eld to be stored.

Last year, Kevin Faivre and other DeKalb 
farmers provided combine rides to give 
people the opportunity to understand 
corn harvest.

Rides will be limited to one 
pass across the cornfi eld and back. 
Children under the age of 8 must 
be accompanied by an adult. 

A limited number of rides will 
be off ered on a Saturday in mid-
October (Oct. 13 or Oct. 20, based 
on crop and fi eld conditions). 
Rain date will be on Sunday. 
Participants will be assigned times 
and locations for the rides. 

To register for the combine rides 
and for additional information, 
contact the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau offi  ce, 815-756-6361, or go 
to	www.dekalbfarmbureau.org/
event/combine-rides/.			 

The charge for one ride is $20 
for adults and $10 for children 
(ages 12 and under). Proceeds will 
go to Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy 
program. ■
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How does a squeeze chute work?
A chute is positioned at the end of a narrow run or alley so that one animal 

enters the stall at a time. As the animal enters, it is captured by a head gate 
which prevents it from escaping. 

As soon as the head gate closes, the animal is also fi rmly but carefully 
“squeezed” from the sides by moving panels. The panels are adjusted either 

manually by use of levers, or 
with hydraulics. Either way, 
the intent is to apply enough 
pressure to immobilize and calm 
the animal without causing pain.

Why are they used?
Squeeze chutes are used 

when cattle need to be 
weighed, examined, treated, 
or vaccinated. The chute 
keeps animals confi ned and 
calm during the procedure, 
and prevents the handler or 
veterinarian from getting hurt. 
Typically, each animal is in the 
squeeze chute for less than a 
minute. ■

What’s that ThING? SQUEEZE ChUTE

Renowned animal scientist 

Temple Grandin invented 

a “squeeze machine” for 

herself as a way to relieve 

feelings of stress and 

overstimulation using deep 

pressure. She was inspired 

by watching cattle become 

calm when confi ned in a 

squeeze chute. Her squeeze 

or “hug” machine design 

is used in some therapy 

programs for children and 

adults with autism.

A squeeze chute stops an animal 
from moving and helps to keep it 
calm when it needs to be weighed, 
examined, treated or vaccinated.

How do you safely handle a nervous and untrained 1,000 lb. steer? One way to do it is with a 
squeeze chute. A squeeze chute is a stall or enclosure designed to safely capture and hold large 
animals such as cattle or horses. Squeeze chutes are usually built of steel for durability.
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Foundation Scholarship Fund 
Contributors, 2014-2018
Ken Barshinger Memorial
Ralph & Irene Boesche Memorial
ComEd
DeRaedt Seed
Steve & Christine De Vlieger
Adele deWerff Stevens
Carl Dumoulin
Farm Bureau Foundation 
Robert & Ann Gilmore
Charles Orr Memorial
Brad & Jennifer Russell
Elsie Sanford
Robert Sarver Memorial
Robert & Jo Ann Skabo

Thanks to the generosity of 
individuals, families, businesses 
and organizations, the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Foundation 
for Agriculture has expanded its 
scholarship program.

Donations to the Foundation’s 
Scholarship Fund over the past four 
years generated enough income to 
award another college scholarship. 

Some donations were provided 
by members whose families 
had previously benefi tted from 
scholarships. Other donations were 
given in memory of loved ones. In all 
cases, donors wanted to assist young 
people with their college education.

“Our children benefi tted from 
Farm Bureau scholarships,” said Bob 
Gilmore, a donor to the Foundation’s 
Scholarship Fund. “Today the cost of 
education is substantially more and 
we were in a position to help other 
students, so we did.”

“We are grateful to donors 
who have chosen to give to the 
Scholarship Fund and assist students 
with their higher education,” said 
Mark Tuttle, Foundation President. 

Donors who have given to the Foundation Scholarship Fund helped provide another 
ag scholarship this year. Some of the donors pictured with two of the ag scholarship 
recipients are (front row, from left) Ethan Plote, U of I student; Glennie Barshinger; Heidi 
Smith, UW-Platteville student; (back row) Joyce Pickwell representing the Ralph & Irene 
Boesche family; Bob Gilmore; Dezeri DeRaedt and Ursula Sarver.

GIVING Grows Scholarships

“The scholarships are an important 
program of our Foundation.”

The Farm Bureau Foundation 
Board of Directors chose to expand 
the Ag Discipline Scholarship 
program based on the contributions 
to the Scholarship Fund. In the past, 
three ag scholarships were awarded, 
but this year four were given to junior 
and senior year college students.

Deserving students majoring in 
an agricultural related curriculum 
were selected to receive the Ag 
Discipline Scholarship. The recipients 
of the 2018 scholarships are: Dayna 
Anderson, David Boehne, Ethan Plote 
and Heidi Smith. 

“The scholarship allows students 
who are working hard to focus on 
their studies,” said Heidi Smith, a 

senior at the University of Wisconsin-
Platteville. “As I look to graduate this 
year, this scholarship reduces some of 
the fi nancial stress and I won’t have as 
much college debt. In the future, I plan 
to give back to organizations that have 
helped me.”

The Farm Bureau Foundation 
granted a total of 29 college 
scholarships in 2018 – 10 to freshmen, 
17 to juniors and seniors, and 2 to 
medical students. Juniors and seniors 
received the Ag Discipline Scholarship, 
Arden & Dorothy Baie Scholarship 
for any fi eld of study, and the Robert 
Morley Science Scholarship. The 
Medical Scholarship is given to 
students in the medical and health care 
fi elds of study. See pages 16-17 for a 
list of scholarship recipients. ■

FOUNDATION
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Named Endowment
($50,000+)
Allan & Ruth Aves
In Memory of Arden & Dorothy Baie
Tom & Joan Fenstermaker

Legacy Gift
($10,000-$49,999)
Allan & Ruth Aves
Babson Farms
Ken & Glennie Barshinger
Ed & Vicki Eggers
In Memory of Wilder & Martha Fay
GRAINGER 
Darwin & Melody Hall
In Memory of Albert O. Johnson
KishHealth System
Terry & Sherrie Martin
In Memory of Charles H. Orr
The Schelkopf Family
Jim & Sue Walter
Bob & Norma Wildenradt & Family

Growing Acres
($1,000-$9,999)
A & P Grain Systems
America’s Farmers Grow Communities 
 Monsanto Fund
In Memory of Eddie Arndt
In Memory of Ralph & Irene Boesche
CHS – Rochelle
ComEd
Compeer Financial
Bill & Julenne Davey
Dayton & Old Elm Farms
DeKalb County COUNTRY Financial 
DeRaedt Seed
Doug & Nancy Dashner
Steve & Vickie Drendel
Vernon & Shirley Drendel
Enbridge Energy
Landon & Colleen Faivre
Vince & Jerilyn Faivre
In Memory of Roy Fenstermaker, Sr.
First National Bank
First State Bank
Jack & Marcia Goodrich
In Memory of Lisa Boltz Hanson
Heartland Bank & Trust Co.
Robert & Ann Hutcheson
In Memory of Gordon & Janette Jones
KishHealth System

Growing Acres, continued
Ronald G. Klein
In Memory of 
 Dorothy & James Nolan, Jr.
Lyle & Marty Paul
Elvin & Betty Plapp
In Memory of Richard E. Pitstick
Roy & Janet Plote
Marjorie Rasmussen
Paul & Connie Rasmussen
In Memory of Robert Schweitzer
Paul & Mary Schweitzer
Robert & Jo Ann Skabo
In Memory of Kenneth Stoddard
In Memory of Bob Twombly
In Memory of Beverly & Archie Tuntland
Mark & Christina Tuttle
In Memory of Tom Warren
In Memory of Bob & Helen Willrett
M. Nadine Zimmerman

The Giving Field
($200-$500 Annually)
Jerry & Sue Bemis
Berkeley & Lindsay Boehne
Boehne Farms
Mark & Rhodora Collins
Adele deWerff Stevens
Ben Drake & Megan Carrier
Scott & Tara Drake
Ray Heinisch
Dan & Jennifer Hoffman
Yvonne Johnson
Tracy & Beth Jones
Dan & Maylan Kenney
Ray & Carol Larson
Greg & Marci Millburg
Bob & Mary Pritchard
Carol Quinn
Trent & Elizabeth Sanderson
Roger & Caryl Steimel
Jim & Marcia Stoddard
Jamie & Kristen Walter
Hank & Jan Wassmann
Jim & Mariam Wassmann

Cultivating Paths
(General Fund)
James K. & Loretta M. Hipple Family
Ray & Carol Larson
Monsanto (DonateWell)
Don Mosher
Joseph & Margaret Pasteris
Berni Schelkopf
Dave & Peggy Vaughan
Dr. Suzanne Willis

Tom & Joan Fenstermaker 
Ag in The Classroom Fund
Brian Bend
Jo Cessna
Dayton & Old Elm Farms
Ellen Engstrom 
Mike & Becky Hardt
Lawrence & Mary Potter
In Memory of Bob Twombly

DeKalb County SWCD Fund
Barry & Kris Aves
Daniel & Karen Hamingson
Janet Miller
Beth K. White

Scholarship Fund
ComEd
Elsie Sanford

Memorial Fund
Norman Johnson Memorial
Betty Plapp Memorial
Bob Twombly Memorial

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation for Agriculture Donors - 2018

FOUNDATION

Thank You!
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SChOlARShIPS

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture recently awarded 19 scholarships to 
deserving college students. The Foundation congratulates these students receiving the Ag Discipline, 
Arden & Dorothy Baie, Medical, and Robert Morley Science Scholarships featured in these profiles.

College Scholarships Awarded

Ag Discipline Scholarship

Medical ScholarshipArden & Dorothy Baie Scholarship

Dayna Anderson
Shabbona, Senior

University of Wisconsin-
Platteville 

B.S., Ag Education/
Technology Education, 

2018
Future: 

High School Ag Teacher

David Boehne
Shabbona, Senior

University of Illinois  
at Urbana-Champaign
B.S., Agricultural and 

Consumer Economics, 
2019

Future: Agribusiness 
Management

Ethan Plote
Leland, Junior

University of Illinois  
at Urbana-Champaign

B.S., Technical Systems 
Management/Agricultural 

and Consumer 
Economics-Farm 

Management, 2020
Future: Farmer

Rebekka Boehne
Shabbona, Senior

Iowa State University
B.S., Hospitality 

Management and Event 
Management, 2019

Future: Hotel Manager/
Event Planner

Annie Malecki
Sycamore, Senior

Northern Illinois University
B.S., Physical Education, 

2018
Future: Physical Education 

Teacher

Justine Jennings
DeKalb, Junior

Illinois State University’s 
Mennonite College  

of Nursing
B.S., Nursing, RN, 2020
Future: Registered Nurse

Jaylene Thompson
DeKalb, 2nd Year  
Physical Therapy

Northwestern University 
– Feinberg School of 

Medicine
Doctorate of  

Physical Therapy, 2020
Future: Physical Therapist

Heidi Smith
Sycamore, Senior

University of Wisconsin-
Platteville

B.S., Agribusiness, 2018
Future: Agribusiness
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SChOlARShIPS

Robert Morley Science Scholarship

Adam Millburg
Sycamore, Senior

Iowa State University
B.S., Civil Engineering, 

2019
Future: 

Civil Engineer

Kelly Aves
Kirkland, Senior

University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign

B.S., Crop Science, 2019
Future: Graduate School, 

Academia/Research

Karrigan Cowan
Big Rock, Senior

Eastern Illinois University
B.S., Kinesiology and 
Sport Studies, 2019

Future:  
Physical Therapist

Lindsey Cowan
Big Rock, Junior

Indiana State University
B.S., Physical Education 
Exercise Science, 2019

Future:  
Physical Therapist

Bailey Flemming
DeKalb, Junior

Valparaiso University
B.S., Mechanical 

Engineering, 2020
Future: 

Bioengineer

Krista Hoecherl
Sycamore, Senior

University of Wisconsin-
Platteville

B.S., Molecular/Genetics 
Biology, 2018

Future: Graduate School, 
Biology Professor

Anne Klein
Hinckley, Senior

University of Wisconsin-
Platteville

B.S., Industrial 
Engineering, 2019

Future: 
Industrial Engineer

Jacob McArtor
Malta, Senior

University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign

Senior
B.S., Integrative Biology 

Honors, 2019
Future: Graduate School, 
Microbiology Research

Tyler Schultz
DeKalb, Junior

Indiana University-Purdue  
University Indianapolis

B.S., Mechanical 
Engineering, 2020

Future:
Mechanical Engineer ■

Theresa Guss
Sycamore, Junior

University of  
Nebraska Lincoln

B.S., Biological Systems 
Engineering, 2021
Future: Biological 
Systems Engineer

Kye Schlosser
Sycamore, Senior
Carroll University

B.S., Exercise Science, 
Doctorate of  

Physical Therapy, 2021
Future: 

Physical Therapist

“Thank you so much for selecting me as the recipient of 
the Morley Science Scholarship. It will truly help further 
my education and lessen the financial burden. I am so 
grateful! Thank you again for this generous honor.”

Karrigan Cowan



18      CONNECTIONS    August 2018

Mother of Inventions

A glimpse of local history

DeKalb County has always been in the forefront of patented 
innovations. 

The most famous patents from DeKalb County were the 
barbed	wire	patents. Joseph Glidden, Jacob Haish, and 
businessman Isaac Ellwood are the “big three” that competed to 
produce the best barbed wire in the business. However, it was 
actually Henry Rose of Waterman who patented a wire fence in 
1873; it was the “big three” who perfected Henry’s idea. 

But these were not the only ideas that came from DeKalb 
County. Here are some of the lesser-known inventions.

The reclining	rocking	chair	was patented by Isaac W. Johnson 
of Sycamore in 1887. Manufactured in Sycamore, the chair was 
readily converted from a reclining chair to a rocking chair and 
vice versa.  

In 1908, U.S. Patent No. 888,229 was granted to Andrew 
Elmberg of Sycamore for a vegetable	and	fruit	picker. It was 
advertised as the “Easy Picker, the handiest tool ever invented 

for picking cucumbers, 
vegetables, and fruit.” 
The “pickle picker upper” 
was so easy, even a child 
could use it, and it only 
cost $2.  

Genoa inventors patented a better 
telephone	transmitter	in 1910. Oscar 
Leich and Niels Pedersen were awarded 
U. S. Patent No. 970,066. Leich Electric 
became a major industry in the Genoa 
area.  

Archie W. Farrell of Hinckley 
designed and developed a new 
carburetor	in 1914. This carburetor 
utilized kerosene and other heavier oils 
instead of gasoline. This new invention 
would decrease the cost of operations 
about one-third and increase the motive 
power from 15 to 20 percent over the 
gasoline carburetors. The carburetors 
were made at the Hinckley Machine 
Works.  

William Eckhardt of DeKalb, the fi rst 
Farm Adviser in the nation, invented 
a new means for handling ear-corn, a 
corn	dryer, whose basic principles still 

William Eckhardt, the county’s fi rst farm advisor, designed 
a corn dryer, U. S. Patent 1,334,325, in 1920. His corn 
dryer principles still apply today. He also started the 
Eckhardt Seed Company in DeKalb.

apply today. In 1920 U. S. Patent No. 
1,334,235 was issued for this purpose. 
Eckhardt was owner of the Eckhardt 
Seed Company, which was located on 
Cliff ord Street in DeKalb.

Perhaps the strangest patent was 
applied for in 1880 by William 
Beavers of Sycamore, who patented 
an apparatus	for	the	preservation	of	
dead	bodies	to enable a corpse in the 
heat of mid-summer to be preserved. 
His invention kept a constant fl ow of icy 
air over the body.  

This is just a sampling of the patents 
that have come from DeKalb County. 
It’s interesting to see what the issues 
were of the day and how our forward-
thinking pioneers resolved those 
problems. ■
Information provided by the Joiner 
History Room, DeKalb County Archives

This advertisement for the Easy Picker 
claimed it’s “So easy, even a child 
could use it.” The Easy Picker, a tool 
for picking vegetables and fruits, was 
developed by Andrew Elmberg of 
Sycamore in 1908.



Zucchini Pesto
2 to 4 T olive oil 1 cup basil leaves
2 to 3 T fresh lemon juice ½ cup walnuts
1 garlic clove 1 cup chopped zucchini

Use sea salt and freshly ground black pepper to 
taste and a pinch of red pepper fl akes, for personality.

1. Puree ingredients in food processor until desired texture.

2. Adjust fl avor. To thin pesto, add water 1 tablespoon at a time.

Zucchini and Corn Fritters
4 cups shredded zucchini 3 green onions, thinly sliced
½ teas. sea salt ¾ cup whole wheat fl our
3 eggs ½ cup cooked and shredded chicken 
1 small onion, diced  or shredded cheese (optional)
2 ears of corn, kernels  Freshly ground black pepper
 cut from cob, about 1 cup Butter or olive oil to fry fritters
Pinch of cayenne or red pepper fl akes

1. Combine shredded zucchini and salt in a colander. Set in the sink and allow to drain 
while preparing the remaining ingredients.

2. In large bowl, crack and whip the eggs with a fork; mix in corn, onions, fl our and the 
rest of the ingredients.

3. Using your hands and a strainer, 
squeeze out as much liquid as possible 
from the zucchini; a towel works well 
for this. Add the zucchini to the bowl 
with the rest of the ingredients and stir 
to combine.

4. Heat a cast iron skillet. Add 1 
tablespoon fat of choice. Gently mound 
the fritter mixture into small rounds and 
cook 3 to 4 minutes per side or until 
golden.

5. Enjoy with salsa and sliced avocado 
dressed with freshly squeezed lime or 
zucchini pesto.
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Jo Cessna and Rachel Koroscik teach classes on healthy 
eating, healthy cooking and healthy lifestyles at the 
Leishman Center at Kishwaukee Hospital. 

FAMIlY hEAlTh

Zucchinipalooza
The season of plentiful zucchini

Looking for another use of your garden zucchini? It’s that time of 
year when gardeners have an abundance of these fresh vegetables. 

Zucchini is a variety of summer squash, grown now in local gardens 
and also found year-round in the grocery store. They are best picked 
when small, up to 8 inches, but have potential to grow into extremely 
large sizes as the summer season progresses.  

When selecting zucchini, be certain they are smooth-skinned and 
fi rm. Keep them in a plastic bag with holes in the refrigerator for 4 
to 5 days. Wash well as there is no need to peel these soft skinned 
squashes.

These vegetables are mild in fl avor and full of water, so they are 
perfect for grilling, sautéing, frying and slow cooking.

Join us for Healthy Eating 
Classes in September.

Healthy Eating in a Bowl
Weds., Sept.12, 10 a.m. – Noon 

Tues., Sept. 25, 6 – 8 p.m.
Join Jo Cessna, healthy culinary instructor, for a 

lesson on eating healthy from a bowl. This California 
trend combines our favorite grains, vegetables and 
sauces to make fl avorful and fulfi lling meals that fi t 

into one bowl. Recipes and tastings provided.

Tasty Tomatoes
Thurs., Sept. 13, 6 – 8 p.m.

Jo Cessna presents Penny Newkirk, guest cooking 
instructor, who will teach you multiple ways to utilize 

our favorite summer fruit, tomatoes. From sauce 
to pie to jam, this class is sure to satisfy a tomato 
lover’s appetite! Recipes and tastings provided.

For more information or to 
sign up for a class visit 
Kish-Calendar.nm.org

or call 815-748-8962. ■
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“We must give more in order to get 
more. It is the generous giving of 
ourselves that produces the 
generous harvest.”

  Orison Swett Marden
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Farmers will have access to Gift 
of Grain information at area grain 
elevators.

The Gift of Grain account has been 
established with the Community 
Foundation whereby farmers can 
direct their grain donation to either 
the Community Foundation or Farm 
Bureau Foundation and also earmark 
the donation for a specifi c cause or 
charity. The Community Foundation 
will receive the monetary donation 
and disburse the funds to the intended 
charitable group.

Here are the steps for grain gifts:
1. Let the Community Foundation know 

which elevator you will be taking 
the grain to. The gift should be from 
unsold crop inventory with no sale 
commitment made prior to the gift.

2. Deliver the grain to the elevator to 
the Gift of Grain account.

3. Request a settlement report from 
the elevator. This must show the 
Foundation as the owner of the grain.

4. We will provide you with a donation 
receipt for your gift. Remember, 
it is non-deductible on your taxes. 
Instead, you won’t declare this 
amount of grain as income for your 
farm.

5. After the grain is donated, the elevator 
will sell it at the spot closing price 
on the day of delivery for the Gift of 
Grain account. The settlement sheet 
will name the Community Foundation 
as the seller of the grain and the 
Foundation will receive sale proceeds 
for your intended purpose. ►At harvest, farmers may donate new crop corn or soybeans by delivering the grain 

to a commercial elevator or throughout the year farmers can donate grain in storage.

(Left) Steve Lake, Beth White and Bill Mullins help launch the Gift of Grain program.

Give a Gift of Grain is a new initiative of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Foundation for Agriculture and the DeKalb County Community Foundation. 
The Foundations are collaborating to off er farmers and landowners another 
option of charitable giving.

Helping launch the Give a Gift of Grain initiative are landowners Steve 
Lake, Bill Mullins and Beth White. All three are donating grain from their 
soon-to-be harvested corn fi elds to the Foundations.  

“It’s another mechanism of giving, particularly as folks in agriculture, to be 
philanthropic in our community,” notes Beth White, Waterman. “I always try 
to give what I can. Giving is not just for the wealthy, it’s for anyone and it’s 
believing in causes.”

Steve Lake of Earlville says, “I feel blessed to be part of a great community 
and give back when I can. Charitable giving is not a stairway to heaven but 
helps in life as a good deed.”

Bill Mullins is supportive of both Foundations and realizes how his 
contribution will be used to benefi t agriculture by educating the public about 
farm and food production. Bill is hoping other farmers see the benefi ts of 
giving grain and at the same time get a tax savings.

“It’s a lot easier to truck grain from the fi eld and donate bushels instead of 
cash. And, it doesn’t show up on your farm income, which is especially good 
in a lean year,” explains Mullins of Shabbona.

How the Gift of Grain Works
Farmers can deduct the cost of grain which typically results in saving self-

employment tax, federal income tax and state income tax. You benefi t even if 
you don’t itemize your deductions and take the standard deduction.

For example, you take a truckload of grain to the elevator and donate 500 
bushels of corn, valued at roughly $1,500, to charity. You would not declare the 
500 bushels as part of your farm income and 100% would be a charitable gift. 

“Why write a personal check and pay 25% income tax (on grain sales) when 
you can avoid taxes and 100% would go to charity,” says Mullins. 
“For farmers, it’s a bigger bang for your buck!”

Donating a gift of grain can make a lasting difference. The value of 
the grain can be used to support charitable causes in your community.
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When you donate grain, you will 
need to decide how you would 
like your donation to be used. You 
may choose either the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Foundation 
or the DeKalb County Community 
Foundation.

Steve Lake assures farmers that 
the Foundations are good choices for 
grain donations. “I trust them (the 
Foundations) to direct my donation to 
the right place.” 

Each of these Foundations provide 
the opportunity to make a positive 
impact and donors may earmark 

Delivering grain to the elevator and donating bushels 
to the Farm Bureau Foundation and the Community 
Foundation is another option for charitable giving.

funds for specifi c initiatives. Some 
include:

• Agriculture Awareness
• Education
• Community Development
• Literacy
• Local Charities
• Natural Resources
• Nonprofi t Support
• Scholarships
Local Foundations work to improve 

the quality of life in DeKalb County 
by connecting donors with their 
charitable passions.

Donors make a diff erence with the 

gifts they provide for charitable 
funds. These funds benefi t every 
community and create lasting 
legacies.

“It’s all about being 
philanthropic and taking care of 
each other in our community,” says 
Beth White, who serves on the 
Community Foundation Board of 
Directors and was instrumental in 
developing the Gift of Grain. “This 
program started as a conversation 
between the two Foundations. It’s 
a good charitable program for folks 
in agriculture.” ►

How Your Community Benefi ts
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Beth White, Waterman
Landowner, insurance agent & manager of 

Bend Insurance. DeKalb County Community 
Foundation Board of Directors. 

Beth plans to donate her gift of 
grain to the Community Foundation’s 

Youth Engaged in Philanthropy 
for leadership conferences. 

“It’s another mechanism 
of giving, particularly as folks in 
agriculture, to be philanthropic 

in our community. I always try to 
give what I can. Giving is not just 

for the wealthy, it’s for anyone 
and it’s believing in causes.” ■

Bill Mullins, Shabbona
Retired farmer, landowner. Former DeKalb 
County Community Foundation President.

Bill’s grain donation will be split 
between the Community Foundation 

and Farm Bureau Foundation for 
educating the public about agriculture.

“It’s a lot easier to truck 
grain from the fi eld and 

donate bushels instead of cash. 
And, it doesn’t show up on 
your farm income, which is 

especially good in a lean year.” 

Steve Lake, Earlville
Retired farmer, landowner. Former DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Board of Directors.

Steve will be donating a gift of grain to the 
Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture.

“I feel blessed to be part 
of a great community and 

give back when I can. 
Charitable giving is not a 

stairway to heaven but helps 
in life as a good deed.”

For more information about the Gift of Grain contact:

815-756-6361

815-748-5383
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TRIPS

Based on the beloved Academy Award 
winning Disney fi lm, the “Beauty and 
The Beast” musical continues to win the 
hearts of people. The “Beauty and the 
Beast” storyline centers around, Belle, 
an intelligent young beauty who risks 
everything to become the heroine of 
her own story and break a wicked spell 
imprisoning a castle full of enchanting 
misfi ts and a terrifying beast.

Farm Bureau has purchased tickets 
for “Beauty and The Beast” at Drury 
Lane Theatre in Oakbrook for the 
Wednesday, Nov. 14 matinee show. 

See “Beauty & The Beast”
Drury Lane show coming in November

 Before the show, Farm Bureau 
members will enjoy a served lunch 
featuring a mixed green salad, a 
choice between seared chicken and 
grilled salmon with vegetables, 
freshly baked breads, dessert and 
beverages in the dining room.

Cost of this day trip is $84 for 
members, $94 for guests. Cost 
includes motor coach transportation, 
lunch and the “Beauty & The Beast” 
musical at Drury Lane. 

Farm Bureau members may 
register for this day trip beginning 
Monday, Sept. 10 at 8 a.m. by 
visiting or calling the Farm Bureau 
offi  ce, 815-756-6361. Credit card 
or check payments accepted. 
Remaining spaces will be sold at the 
Prime Timers luncheon at 11 a.m. 

and thereafter at the Farm Bureau 
offi  ce.

The motor coach will depart 
from the Farm Bureau building at 
10 a.m. and return after the show, 
approximately 5:30 p.m. ■

The Ark Encounter
Seeing a full-size replica of Noah’s Ark was the highlight of a June trip to 
Williamstown, Kentucky for Farm Bureau members. This unique attraction 
brings to life the biblical account of Noah’s Ark. Fifty-one members toured the 
Ark (below) and Creation Museum. Some, like McKenna and Brooke Barshinger, 
(left) enjoyed camel rides outside of the Ark. ■
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PRIME TIMERS

Mamie Eisenhower was America’s 
beloved First Lady from 1953 to 
1961. She was also an Army wife, 
mother and grandmother. She even 
inspired her own color, Mamie Pink!

Mamie will be portrayed in a 
living history program, “Mamie 
Eisenhower: The Hostess in Chief,” 
on Monday, Sept. 10 at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau.

Ellie Carlson of Chicago will 
portray Mamie. Ellie is a museum 
curator with 30 years of experience 
in small to mid-sized museums and 
a fi rst-person interpreter portraying 
several women from the 19th and 
20th centuries. Carlson has a B.A. 
from Roosevelt University and a 

Mamie Eisenhower, Ike’s wife and former 
First Lady, will be portrayed by Ellie 
Carlson on Sept. 10 at Farm Bureau.

Mamie Eisenhower: The hostess in Chief
Masters of Historical Administration 
and Museum Studies from the 
University of Kansas.

Ellie’s portrayal of Mamie will 
show how she relates her life as 
Ike’s wife, our First Lady and “just 
a good friend,” which is how she 
most wanted to be remembered. 
Learn from Mamie about living in 
Panama and the Philippines between 
the World Wars and about her 
loving relationship with Ike, which 
weathered horrible rumors and long 
separations. 

Mamie didn’t really cook, but she 
did make some amazing fudge which 
Ellie also makes and will bring to 
share.

Farm Bureau members are welcome 
to attend this living history program 
beginning at 1 p.m. in the Farm 
Bureau Theater. Before the program, 

A Defensive Driving Course is 
being off ered to persons 55 years 
and over on Tuesday, Oct. 2 and 
Wednesday, Oct. 3 at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau. 

The two-day course is being 
sponsored by DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau and the DeKalb County 
COUNTRY® Financial agency.

The course runs from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. each day at the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Building. Participants 
must attend both sessions in order 
to be certifi ed and also receive 
a discount on their automobile 
insurance. 

The classes will be presented by 
accredited instructor Doug Sommer, 
also a member of the National Safety 
Council.

There is a $20 per person fee to 
participate. To register, contact the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau offi  ce, 
815-756-6361. 

Doug Sommer, Defensive Driving 
Course instructor, will offer safe driving 
techniques for seniors, Oct. 2-3.

Defensive Driving Course for seniors
Those 55 and over who complete 

the two-day class will receive a 
certifi cate which can be taken to their 
insurance agent for a discount on their 
automobile insurance. COUNTRY® 
Financial off ers a discount to those 
seniors who complete this course. ■

Prime Timers will enjoy lunch in the 
auditorium. Lunch fee is $7, payable 
in advance by Sept. 4. Prime Timers 
is open to members 55+ years. ■

Sheriff’s Offi ce offers 
county snapshot 

The Sheriff ’s Offi  ce will 
be bringing to the October 
Prime Timers program a 
snapshot overview of three 
areas involving county law 
enforcement. Sheriff  Roger 
Scott will be joined by Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce staff  members in 
presenting quick overviews of 
current interest areas.  

The areas will be: Current/
Recent Scams by Detective 
John Holiday; Rural Crimes in 
DeKalb County by Sgt. Dave 
Aranda; and New County Jail 
Update by Chief of Corrections 
Joyce Klein.   

Join Farm Bureau Prime 
Timers for this informative 
program on Monday, Oct. 1 
at 1 p.m. in the Farm Bureau 
Theater. Before the program, 
lunch will be served at 12-noon 
in the Audiitorium. Lunch fee 
is $7 payable by Sept. 25.  

Farm Bureau members 55+ 
years are welcome to attend the 
lunch and program. ■
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“It was a privilege to be 
a voice for this area and 
listen to the people I was 
representing,” said Rep. Bob 
Pritchard of the 70th House 
District. “Then, I would 
communicate what was going 
on in Springfi eld.”

For the last 15 years, Rep. 
Pritchard was inherently 
driven to research issues and 
fi nd solutions for the benefi t 
of the people he served. His 
continual presence at so many 
community events helped him 
maintain a pulse of what was 
important to local people.

“I like to deal with issues 
and do research on issues,” 
stated Pritchard. “Part of that 
research is getting out and 
seeing what people think. 
It’s a continuum of the role 

A Voice of the People
Rep. Bob Pritchard was a “natural” at
communicating with his constituents.

of a legislator and personal 
philosophy of being engaged 
and trying to help and serve 
and pay for this space I take 
on this planet.”

As a state legislator, he was 
a proponent of education, 
supporting the new school 
funding reform adopted last 
year. “It’s an issue of funding 
education adequately and 
equitably,” said Pritchard, a 
cosponsor of the Education 
Bill. “New dollars are now 
coming from the state for 
education. Long-term the 
state will pick up its share of 
responsibilities with some 
property tax relief expected.”

Pritchard has sponsored 
a number of bills for many 
walks of life including 
veterans, military, senior 
citizens, farmers, teachers, fi remen, 

social service 
providers, and 
conservationists. 
Intuitively, he 
supports people and 
causes which he 
believes are worthy. 

Earlier this year 
he voted for a 
balanced budget 
which required an 
increase in income 
taxes, from 3.75 to 
5 percent. He asked 
himself, “If I don’t 

support it where will our state be? 
What about non-profi ts? Schools? 
We needed more revenue and at the 
same time we made cuts to make 
the budget balanced.”  Pritchard 
knew that his vote was a bipartisan 
move needed to propel the state 
forward.

Pritchard was also a friend 
of agriculture in the General 
Assembly, being one of a few 
legislators who had a farm 
connection. His son, Greg, farms 
the family farmland of which 
Bob is one of four families in the 
operation. ►

70th house District Representative 
Rep. Bob Pritchard, R-Hinckley, served in the state 
legislature from Dec. 3, 2003 to July 1, 2018. He 
was an advocate for agriculture and education.

Friend of Agriculture 
Bob Pritchard received the Friend of Agriculture six times, each time 
he was eligible in an election year, based on his voting record. The 
Friend of Agriculture award is given by the Illinois Farm Bureau. Mark 
Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President, presented the last 
Friend of Ag award to Rep. Pritchard in 2016.
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lifelong Farmer
The Pritchard family has been farming for 169 years. Bob is the sixth generation and his 
son, Greg, is the seventh generation of family farmers who grow soybeans and corn in 
rural Hinckley. When Bob was elected to the state legislature in 2003, Greg assumed the 
farm operator role.

Formerly, Bob graduated from the 
University of Illinois with a degree 
in agricultural communications 
and returned to the family farm 
when his father passed away. 
His ag careers have included 
broadcasting, Extension, and fi nally 
communications for DeKalb Ag/
Monsanto where he retired after 23 
years.

Not only did his career choices 
help him as a state representative, 
his community service leadership 
did as well. He served on the 
DeKalb County Board and the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Board, and took on leadership roles 
in each of these organizations. 
Pritchard also remains involved 
in the Hinckley community, 
particularly in his church and the 
Historical Society.

Last year Rep. Pritchard decided he 
would not run for re-election. He had 
intended to complete his term the end 
of 2018 until the Governor appointed 
him to fi ll a vacancy on the NIU 
Board of Trustees, eff ective in July. 
During his legislative years he had set 
policies for higher education and now 
his new role will be implementing 
policies at the university as a trustee. 

He humbly notes that he has been 
honored by various groups for his 

legislative initiatives. 
Some of the special 
awards he received 
include the Friend 
of the Children 
award from 4C, 
the John Roberts 
Kishwaukee College 
Service award, 
the Outstanding 

Legislator award from the Illinois 
Association of Chambers of 
Commerce, and the Friend of 
Agriculture award from Illinois Farm 
Bureau. 

The 73-year-old looks back on his 
political career with three diff erent 
governors and turnover among 118 in 
the House of Representatives.  He’s 
already missing the information loop 
and of course his friends. “I won’t 
miss the politics, but I will miss 
the opportunity to be the voice for 
change,” said Pritchard. “It’s time for 
fresh eyes and energy to represent the 
district.”

DeKalb County Farm Bureau would 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
Rep. Pritchard for his work in the 
state legislature, accessibility, and 
perpetual relationship with the Farm 
Bureau organization. ■

“I like to deal with issues and 
do research on issues. Part of 
that research is getting out and 
seeing what people think. It’s a 
continuum of the role of a legislator 
and personal philosophy of being 
engaged and trying to help and 
serve and pay for this space I take 
on this planet.”

Rep. Bob Pritchard

Advocate for Education
As a state legislator, Bob Pritchard was a proponent of education, 
supporting school funding reform, and cosponsoring the Education 
Bill. He was recognized locally with the Friend of Children award from 
4C, which he was especially honored to receive.
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Show Days
DeKalb County 4-h Fair 2018

Madelynn Swanson, Genoa Prairie Gems, showed the 
top chicken, winning Poultry of Show at the 4-H Fair.

Lewis Anderson of Somonauk Haymakers created this blue ribbon 
fl ower arrangement displayed in a toy farm wagon for the General 
Projects Show.

The breeding heifer class was judged by Bodee Schlipf (right) with animals shown by (from left) Samantha Fleming, Addison Herrmann, 
Morgan and Tate Johnson, and Logan Suddeth, all of Shabbona Pioneers 4-H Club. Morgan Johnson won the class and showed the 
Reserve Grand Champion Female. Samantha Fleming won Senior Showmanship.
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Warren Schweitzer, Malta Mustangs, talks to beef 
judge Bodee Schlipf about his bucket calf. He 
placed second in bucket calf competition and won 
Champion Purebred Barrow in the hog show.

Bailey Botterman of Genoa Prairie Gems earned Intermediate 
Showmanship and Reserve Champion Medium Weight Barrow awards.

Ellie Bend of Shabbona Pioneers earned a blue ribbon for her 
metal and wood sign at the General Projects Show.

Kera Giblin and Olivia Vasak, Genoa Prairie Gems, showed 
Kera’s pair of market lambs at the 4-H Fair.
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Show Days
DeKalb County 4-h Fair 2018

Della Harrod, Hinckley Harvestors, won Grand 
Champion Meat Goat and Grand Champion Market 
Goat at the 4-H Fair.

Sophia Mahan, Genoa Prairie Gems, built a small bird house as a 
woodworking project for the fair and explained her project to judge 
Dick Braun.

Kaylie Sell of Malta Mustangs showed the 
Grand Champion Dairy Goat at the fair.

Rabbits were judged by Eric Meyer while 4-H members observed (from left) 
Megan Johnson, Delores Drendel, Emily Trzynka, all of Genoa Prairie Gems, 
and Cody Sell of Malta Mustangs. Emily Trzynka won Grand Champion Meat 
Pen and Intermediate Showmanship. Cody Sell earned Champion Production 
and Senior Showmanship.
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2018 
Grand Champions

Market Steer
Chase Engel, Genoa Prairie Gems

Beef Female
Chase Engel, Genoa Prairie Gems

Dairy
Claire Plapp, Esmond Echoes

Meat & Market Goats
Della Harrod, Hinckley Harvestors

Dairy Goat
Kaylie Sell, Malta Mustangs

Overall Hog
Jaedyn Slutz, Green Meadows

Market Barrow
Blake Hanson, Green Meadows

Market Gilt
Jaedyn Slutz, Green Meadows

Market Lamb
Jaedyn Slutz, Green Meadows

Ewe
Jaedyn Slutz, Green Meadows

Poultry of Show
Madelynn Swanson, Genoa Prairie Gems

Market Pen of Poultry
McKenna Bark, Hinckley Harvestors

Rabbit of Show
Brian Roach, Malta Mustangs

Market Pen of Rabbits
Emily Trzynka, Genoa Prairie Gems

Blake Hanson’s market barrow was 
the Grand Champion Barrow of 
the hog show and Reserve Grand 
Champion Overall Hog. Hanson, a 
member of the Green Meadows 4-H, 
also won Reserve Grand Champion 
Market Steer.

Jaedyn Slutz, Green Meadows, showed the Grand 
Champion Market Lamb and Ewe as well as winning 
Intermediate Showmanship. She also won Overall 
Grand Champion Hog and Market Gilt at the 4-H Fair.

Chase Engel, Genoa Prairie Gems, had the Grand Champion Market Steer for the second 
consecutive year and also showed the Champion Beef Female. 
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As much as we hate to say it, summer is quickly 
coming to a close. School is back in session which 
means bedtime routines return, daily schedules reappear, 
and summer days become memories.

As much as we adults say that summer went way too fast, 
children don’t feel the same. I recently was babysitting and 
I asked the kids, “How was your summer?” They instantly 
replied with “It was the best summer ever” and then 
proceeded to list off  all the things that they got to do and 
all the new things they learned. That’s how I felt about my 
summer here at Farm Bureau working with the Ag Literacy 
program. I have done so much and learned even more.

This summer has provided so many opportunities to work 
with children teaching them about agriculture. After working 
with teachers touring farms and exploring agricultural 
resources during Summer Ag Institute, I created a lesson to 
teach children how agriculture impacts their lives. 

We conducted library presentations with the summer 
reading programs at the Malta Township Public Library and 
Flewellin Memorial Library in Shabbona. Building off  of this year’s national 
summer reading theme, “Reading Takes You Everywhere,” our presentation 
was themed, “Reading Takes You Where Your Food is Grown.” We read the 
book “All in Just One Cookie” and made cookie dough while talking about 
where each ingredient in a chocolate chip cookie comes from. The kids 
identifi ed the ingredients and placed stickers on a map showing their origins. 
We showed them how to make their own butter from whipping cream and 
mill their own fl our from wheat kernels that they threshed from their own 
wheat stalks. Each student left with new knowledge, a summer memory, and 

a chocolate chip cookie!
Going along with the theme of 

sweet treats, the Ag Literacy staff  
made plastic bag ice cream with 
the Sycamore School District’s 
Extended School Year program. 
We taught approximately 75 
students and teachers about dairy 
farming and where milk comes 

Jillian Diehl, Farm Bureau’s summer intern, helped a Malta Library 
summer reading participant thresh his wheat stalk to fi nd the 
wheat kernels.

Jillian Diehl was a summer intern 
at Farm Bureau. She returns to the 
University of Wisconsin-Platteville 
as a junior majoring in Agricultural 
Education and minoring in Biology. 
Jillian plans to become a high school 
ag teacher. 

No Vacation 
for Education
Ag Literacy teaches children where 
their food comes from. 

By Jillian Diehl

from. Then students worked in small 
groups to make their own ice cream. 
Students were amazed that after about 
10 minutes of shaking, their liquid 
ingredients had frozen into ice cream! 
Then this delicious treat was shared 
by all!

It has been a great second summer 
as the Ag Literacy intern at the Farm 
Bureau! I look forward to putting 
the knowledge I learned here to use. 
We can’t stop time, so be sure to 
count your summer with memories, 
not days. And remember education 
never takes a day off , even during 
summer so be sure to let your inner 
kid explore and learn with everything 
you do! ■
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Rhodora Collins, Ag literacy Coordinator

Fear of the unknown
When I was 5 or 6 years old, I 

was afraid of sirens. So much so that 
hearing one made me tremble and 
worry. I’m not sure why, but my guess 
is that I learned from TV that sirens 
always meant something very bad had 
happened.

So when I heard a siren—thankfully a 
rare occurrence in rural Ogle County—I 
wondered and worried. I would run 
around the outside of our house to 
make sure it wasn’t on fi re. Until I 
could no longer hear the siren and was 
sure it wasn’t our house on fi re, I was 
scared. During those long moments of 
unknowing, my heart would pound with 
anxiety.

If you’ve ever had a diffi  cult-to-
diagnose illness or been close to 
someone who did, you may have 
reached the point where you couldn’t 
take another inconclusive answer from 
yet another doctor. You may have 
thought, “Look, at this point even a 
scary diagnosis is better than no answer 
at all.” The longer you waited without 
an answer, the more frightening the 
possibilities that loomed in your mind.

Or maybe you’ve been waiting for a 
loved one and they were late. You tried 
to contact them and they didn’t answer. 
At fi rst, you assumed that they were just 
in heavy traffi  c, or had stopped to talk 
to a friend at the gas station or grocery 

store. But moments turned to hours, and 
you began to worry in earnest. Anger 
may have set in, too. Why weren’t they 
answering their phone? Why didn’t 
they call and at least put your mind 
at ease? What if they had gotten into 
an accident? What if they were badly 
hurt? What if…? Once again, the longer 
you went without knowing, the more 
worrisome the images that crowded your 
consciousness. When your loved one 
fi nally arrived, you may have greeted 
them this way: “Where the heck have 
you BEEN?!”

What do these situations have 
in common? I think there are two 
interwoven threads: the element of 
unknown tangled with a sense of fear. A 
prolonged illness without an identifi ed 
cause becomes a heavier and more 
terrifying burden. Waiting on a family 
member whose whereabouts and safety 
go unexplained can be more frightening 
with each passing moment.

In recent weeks, our offi  ce has 
received calls regarding aerial 
applicators (aka crop dusters). Those 
callers have had a number of perfectly 
understandable questions. What are they 
spraying? Will it harm my garden? The 
chemical smell is bothersome; will it 
harm ME? Who can I call to report this? 
Why wasn’t I notifi ed before this was 
done? As with the situations I described 
above, the sense of unknowing was 
followed by concern, which in some 
cases evolved into fear. 

It’s a short trip from fear to anger. 
Anger feeds fear, fear feeds anger, and 
pretty soon it’s diffi  cult to be rational. 
“Where the heck have you BEEN?!” 

“Why are you spraying so darn close 
to MY HOME?!”

I’m certainly not saying the callers 
concerned about aerial applicators 
are irrational, nor am I saying that 
sometimes anger isn’t justifi ed. What 
I do hope to point out, however, is 
that unknowing can be damaging. 
Damaging to our state of mind, to our 
relationships, and to our communities. 
How often do tempers fl are and 
misunderstandings arise when fear 
and anger outrun civility? 

I believe we share a responsibility 
to fi ll the gap of unknowing, either by 
providing information when we have 
the power to do so, or by seeking it 
out when we have questions. In the 
case of farming, maybe that means 
farmers reaching out to neighbors 
before undertaking potentially 
alarming activities like aerial or 
ground-based spraying. In the case of 
non-farm neighbors, it might mean 
getting to know farmers to learn what 
they do and why. 

In all cases, being friendly, sincere, 
and open-minded can go a long 
way towards alleviating fear of the 
unknown. ■

It’s a short trip from fear to anger. 
Anger feeds fear, fear feeds anger, 
and pretty soon it’s diffi cult to be 
rational.
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Summer Sunrise  Photo by Kristen Koehler

Farm Bureau member Kristen Koehler of Waterman paused during a busy August morning to take in this view of the sun shining on 
her barn. Kristen and her husband Paul live in rural Waterman where they raise horses, chickens, and bees. Kristen feels the photo 
is, “a great representation of Midwestern America.”

• Photo contest is open to local, 
amateur photographers.

• Take photographs of any DeKalb 
County barns and other farm 
buildings like corn cribs and sheds. 
They do not need to be buildings 
that you own. 

Best of Barns Photo Contest
Snap a photo of a barn and enter our photo contest.

• Photos may include the entire 
structure, interior shots, or closer 
pictures of the buildings attributes.

• Make sure your camera or 
Smartphone is set to the highest 
resolution for quality and your 
photo is sent at its original size. 
The submitted photo must be the 
photographer’s original work.

• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@
dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief 
description of the barn’s location 
and the city you are from.

• Each month a winning photo 
will be chosen and published in 
CONNECTIONS magazine. ■
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Retirement is probably something you’ve been dreaming about 
for years – and we don’t blame you. Some want to escape to a sunny 
beach or calming mountain top, while others just want to sip coffee 
on their porch in the morning and escape the rat race. We’re here to 
help make that happen.

With all of the retirement tips floating around, we know it can be 
overwhelming. There’s loads of information out there and different 
approaches you can take. We want to make it easy for you.

Here’s a simple step you can take to see if you are financially ready to 
retire: Test drive retirement.
•	 Identify	all	your	sources	of	retirement	income	--	social	security,	
your	401k,	savings,	and	pension.

•	 Determine	your	monthly	income	from	those	sources.

•	 Here’s	where	the	“test	drive”	part	comes	in.	Set	that	as	your	new	
monthly	budget	and	continue	to	work.

•	 Direct	any	income	that	exceeds	your	new	monthly	budget	to	your	
401k	or	other	retirement	plans	to	boost	that	balance	during	your	
“test	drive.”
To be sure you can handle any peaks in expenses, such as holiday 

expenses and vacations, keep working for six months to a year and see 
how comfortable you are with your expected retirement income.

Provided by COUNTRY Financial®
COUNTRY

www.countryfinancial.com

Take a retirement test drive

If you’re financially comfortable 
after your “test drive,” that might 
mean you’re closer than you thought to 
calling yourself a retiree!

About the COUNTRY  
Financial® group 

The COUNTRY Financial group  
(www.countryfinancial.com) serves 
about one million households and 
businesses throughout the United States 
and offers a full range of financial 
products and services from auto, home, 
business, farm and life insurance to 
retirement planning services, investment 
management and annuities. ■

30-831-18



harvest Dinner for Educators held Sept. 20
Educators are invited to 

join the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau for an evening of food 
and conversation hosted by the 
Ward family at their historic 
farm in Sycamore, Sept. 20 at 
6 p.m. A $10 entrance fee is 
required and will go towards 
ag literacy programming. 
Registration is limited and 
reserved for educators that 
work within DeKalb County.

Register online at: www.
dekalbfarmbureau.org/
event/harvest-dinner.	■
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have your rural 
water well tested

Rural residents can have their 
well water tested now. Water testing 
kits may be obtained Aug. 20-24 at 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
offi  ce. The water sample should be 
taken on Aug. 27 and be returned 
to the Farm Bureau offi  ce the same 
day Water samples are screened 
for commonly used agricultural 
chemicals by Heidelberg Labs. 
Cost of the testing is $85. 

For more information contact 
the Farm Bureau offi  ce, 815-756-
6361. ■

CONNECTIONS magazine now has its very own 
website. Visit CultivateConnections.org to read 
CONNECTIONS magazine online. Browse and easily 
share articles through social media and email. 
The website also features all previously published 
issues in an easy-to-access archive. ■

CONNECTIONS
has a website!
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From Sept. 5-9, fair goers can 
experience the DeKalb County fair at 
the fairground located in Sandwich. 

Some ag-related highlights of the 
131st Sandwich Fair include:
Milk	Maggie	the	Cow – Stop by 

the FFA Farm Animal Barn to enjoy 
the animals. Meet Maggie the Dairy 
Cow, quite the popular cow at the 

Ag traditions continue at Sandwich Fair

Corn Fest AGtivities
DeKalb Corn Fest features farm fun 
for everyone!

On Aug. 24-26, head over to North 
Third Street (look for the large 
combine and tractor), for some family 
fun in downtown DeKalb. There 
will be an assortment of activities 
especially for young children. 

The DeKalb County Corn & 
Soybean Growers are coordinating 
the agricultural activities during 
Corn Fest. Other participating 
organizations include the Cattlemen’s 
Association, Dairy Association, Lamb 
Producers and Pork Producers.

Phil Montgomery, Corn & Soybean 
Growers president, is heading up 
the ag activities. This year is the 
fourth year for the farm groups’ 
participation. 

Ag Exhibits include: a tractor and a 
combine, corn, a soil tunnel, Maggie 
the Cow, a biofuels mobile education 
center, and ag-related games with 
prizes. ■

fair. Milk Maggie and see what it 
feels like to milk a cow. Granted, 
she’s a fi berglass Holstein dairy cow, 
but you will get the idea. Maggie is 
being sponsored by Farm Bureau, 
the Sandwich Fair Association, First 
Midwest Bank, Kishwaukee Dairy 
Herd Improvement Association, in 
cooperation with local FFA Chapters. 
Livestock	Signs – Learn more 

about livestock at the Sandwich 
Fair. The DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Foundation for Agriculture 
is partnering with the Sandwich Fair 
to educate others about the many 
diff erent species of livestock being 
shown at the fair. Signs have been 
developed and are on display in each 
of the livestock buildings – beef, 
pigs, sheep, dairy, goats, horses and 
poultry. 

Beef	&	Pork	Cookoff	s	– These 
culinary competitions are open to 
interested cooks who enjoy preparing 
either beef or pork entrees. The Beef 
Cookoff , sponsored by the DeKalb-
Kane Cattlemen’s Association, is 
scheduled for Thursday, Sept. 6 and 
the Pork Cookoff , sponsored by the 
DeKalb Area Pork Producers, is set 
for Friday, Sept. 7. Both contests 
are held at 2 p.m. in the tent located 
behind the Home Arts Building. To 
enter these and other culinary contests 
go to the Sandwich Fair website. 
Entries are due by the Aug. 22. 
Livestock	Shows – Livestock 

shows happen every day at the fair. 
Open shows are Wednesday through 
Friday. The junior shows are held on 
Saturday and Sunday. For a livestock 
show schedule go to the Sandwich 
Fair website.

For a complete schedule of events 
and more information about the 
Sandwich Fair visit their website: 
www.sandwichfair.com.	■

The DeKalb County Sandwich Fair, one of the oldest county fairs in Illinois, 
boasts a strong agricultural tradition with its livestock exhibits, horse shows, 
antique farm machinery, horticulture and grain displays, food competitions, 
tractor and truck pull and agri-entertainment.
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Center for  
Agriculture News

News provided by offices in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture.

Do you have a love for spending 
hours planting and tending to your 
backyard garden? Do you have a 
knack for teaching and enjoy sharing 
your knowledge with others? 

If gardening is your passion, and 
you would like to be part of a team 
that educates youth and adults alike 
on the joys of gardening, consider 
becoming a University of Illinois 
Extension Master Gardener. 

The mission of the University of 
Illinois Extension Master Gardener 
program is “Helping Others Learn 
to Grow.” There are more than 
3,000 Master Gardener volunteers 
in Illinois. Each year, they reach 
thousands of people and are a 
valuable resource to many schools, 
communities, and youth programs 
and farmers markets. 

Together, they teach classes 
and workshops, answer telephone 
inquiries concerning home 
horticulture, guide planting and 
educational demonstrations in 

community and school gardens, represent 
the program at the county and state fair, and 
work with many community organizations to 
convey up-to-date, research based gardening 
information.

The DeKalb County Master Gardener training will be offered on Mondays 
beginning Sept. 24 through Dec. 10 from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture. 

In-person training costs $250 and will include the Master Gardener manual 
with helpful resources and other materials. Submitted applications will be 
reviewed and interviews will be set up with Extension staff. Applicants must 
complete an application, interview, and screening. 

If you are interested in becoming a DeKalb County Master Gardener, contact 
the University of Illinois Extension at 815-758-8194, visit online at http://web.
extension.illinois.edu/bdo, or stop by the DeKalb County Extension office at 
1350 W. Prairie Drive in Sycamore. ■

Fall Fish Sale
It’s time to think about stocking your pond. The DeKalb County SWCD 

will be having its fall fish sale on Sept. 22. It is important to have your carp 
fish order completed by Sept. 6 and all the other fish orders must be submitted 

by Sept.14.  Order forms are available at the 
SWCD office or you can go online at	www.
swcdekalbil.org	. If you have any questions call 
the office at 815-756-3234, ext. 9488. ■

Interested in becoming a Master Gardener?
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First National Bank’s 13th Annual 
Ag Seminar will provide farmers with 
an array of timely topics before the 
harvest season. 

The lineup of speakers include: 
Shannon Fulton with Straightup 
Solar, Eric Fransen of the Market 
360 Grain Team with Stewart-
Peterson, and Eric Snodgrass with the 

Eric Snodgrass
University of Illinois  

& Agrible, Inc.

University of Illinois Department of 
Atmospheric Sciences. 

The Ag Seminar is scheduled for 
Tuesday, Aug. 21 beginning at 9:45 
a.m. at the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Building. 

Shannon Fulton joined Straightup 
Solar in 2013 as Director of Illinois 
Business Development to grow the 

company in Illinois. She directs their 
office in Bloomington and serves as 
Director of Commercial Development. 

Eric Fransen is Market 360 Grain 
Team Director and has been with 
Stewart-Peterson since 2007. He 
helps his clients manage their market 
opportunities and risks.

Eric Snodgrass is the Director 
of Undergraduate Studies for the 
Department of Atmospheric Sciences 
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. He teaches a variety of 
meteorology and atmospheric science 
classes and is a senior atmospheric 
scientist with Agrible.

The seminar runs from 9:45 a.m. until 
3 p.m. and includes lunch.

Interested persons should register by 
contacting Landon Faivre, 815-754-
8090, or lfaivre@fnni.com. ■

Ag Seminar: Solar, markets & weather

Shannon Fulton
Straightup Solar

Eric Fransen
Stewart-Peterson

CRP participants must maintain approved cover 
on acreages enrolled in CRP, Farm Programs

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are 
responsible for ensuring adequate, approved vegetative 
and practice cover is maintained to control erosion throughout the life of the 
contract after the practice has been established. Participants must also control 
undesirable vegetation, weeds (including noxious weeds), insects and rodents 
that may pose a threat to existing cover or adversely impact other landowners 
in the area.

All CRP maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking and 
spraying, must be conducted outside the primary nesting or brood rearing 
season for wildlife, which for DeKalb County is April 15 through Aug. 1. 
However, spot treatment of the acreage may be allowed during the primary 
nesting or brood rearing season if, left untreated, the weeds, insects or 
undesirable species would adversely impact the approved cover. In this 
instance, spot treatment is limited to the affected areas in the field and requires 
County Committee approval prior to beginning the spot treatment. The County 
Committee will consult with NRCS to determine if such activities are needed 
to maintain the approved cover.

Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed control, or for cosmetic purposes, 
is prohibited at all times.

Organic Certification Cost Share Program available
The Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) provides cost 

share assistance to producers and handlers of agricultural products who are 
obtaining or renewing their certification under the National Organic Program 
(NOP). Certified operations may receive up to 75 percent of their certification 
costs paid from Oct. 1, 2017, through Sept. 30, 2018, not to exceed $750 per 
certification scope.

Eligible costs include application 
fees, inspection costs, fees related to 
equivalency agreement/arrangement 
requirements, travel/per diem for 
inspectors, user fees, sales assessments 
and postage.

Ineligible costs include equipment, 
materials, supplies, transitional 
certification fees, late fees and 
inspections necessary to address National 
Organic Program regulatory violations.

Producers and handlers may submit 
OCCSP applications to FSA county 
offices or they may apply through 
participating State Agencies, which 
will be listed at https://www.fsa.usda.
gov/programs-and-services/occsp/index 
as their agreements to administer the 
program are finalized.

The FSA OCCSP application form 
is available at USDA’s eForms site, by 
selecting “Browse forms” and entering 
“OCCSP” in the “title or keywords” field 
on the search page.

To learn more about organic 
certification cost share, visit www.fsa.
usda.gov/organic	or contact a local 
FSA office by visiting http://offices.
usda.gov.		■



40      CONNECTIONS    August 2018

Conserv FS Board takes a fi eld trip

Conserv FS directors pictured at the Waterman Service Center are:(left to right): Kevin 
Malchine, Waterford, WI; Dale Cox, Durand, IL; Terry Papcke, Elkhorn, WI; Dennis 
Wilkening, Harvard, IL; Larry Anderson, Belvidere, IL; Bob Buchholz, Waterman, IL; Steve 
Drendel, Malta, IL; Don Young, DeKalb, IL; John Henning, Marengo, IL; Larry Larson, 
Pecatonica, IL; and Mike Von Bergen, Hebron, IL (Missing is Bob Gehrke, Elgin, IL).

Plant Manager Tom Koenecke shows the FS Board around the 
Kansasville, WI facility.

The Conserv FS Board of Directors has spent the 
summer months looking at facilities fi rsthand to get 
an understanding of how to better serve patrons in 
the future.

In June, the board visited the Kansasville, Wisconsin 
Service Center near Burlington. Consideration was 
given to the opportunities for growth with the recent 
acquisition of land just to the north of the plant as well 
as the impact of the Foxconn plant coming into nearby 
Mount Pleasant, Wisconsin. Plans are underway to 
add propane to the site and increase the anhydrous 
ammonia capacity by this fall.

In July, the board visited the Sycamore Grain 
Elevator owned by FS Grain. According to FS Board 
President John Henning, “Conserv FS is committed 
to serving our patrons in DeKalb County with a 
cooperative country grain elevator operation. We 
continue to see value in FS Grain off ering the benefi ts 
of a large grain operation while giving our patrons the 
ability to market their grain through Conserv FS at the Sycamore elevator.”

After a morning board meeting hosted at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
offi  ce, directors were off  to visit the Waterman Service Center. Waterman 
remains one of the highest volume and most valuable Service Centers with a 
great staff  of individuals serving patrons every day. 

General Manager John Tuttle 
indicated, “Having our board tour 
diff erent facilities keeps the entire 
board aware of facilities in and out 
of their home areas. When the need 
for expansion arises, they have 
fi rst-hand knowledge of each of our 
facilities.”

Over the next few months 
consideration will be given to the 
future composition of the board 
of directors as Board President 
John Henning solicits input from 
shareholders about the director 
nominating committee process. 
A postcard has been mailed to 
all shareholders directing them 
to contact him about leadership 
opportunities at www.conservfs.
com/leadership.	The nominating 
committee process serves to identify 
potential directors for consideration 
to serve on the Conserv FS Board 
of Directors. Directors are elected at 
the company’s annual meeting. ■
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