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The Next Harvest
Another harvest season has come and gone. As a 

farmer, it’s always rewarding to see how my hard work 
paid off . I was able to get through harvest with no major 
breakdowns and everyone remained safe during a busy 
time in farm country. It’s during this time of the year I 
refl ect upon another year of challenges in agriculture, yet 
feel good about my newly harvested crop.

It’s also that time of the year in Farm Bureau that I am 
reminded the next harvest has just begun.

In a few short weeks a year’s worth of harvesting ideas 
will come to fruition as I attend the Illinois Farm Bureau 
Annual Meeting. This is the time of the year when about 
360 delegates from counties throughout the state convene 
in Chicago to discuss policy issues such as industrial 
hemp and property rights which will lead Farm Bureau in 
the year ahead.  

It gives me great privilege to be one of fi ve delegates 
from our county representing our members on the 
delegate fl oor. We will be carefully debating each issue 

On the cover:
(From left) Josie Grzywa, Levi Johnson, 
Jason Ericson, Kyle Male & Noelle Jacobson, 
Kishwaukee College students

and weighing the benefi ts for our membership. We take 
into consideration the viewpoints we hear throughout the 
year on various issues and hopefully represent you and 
Illinois agriculture well.

I don’t take lightly what Farm Bureau can do for you 
and you shouldn’t either. Provide your input and seek 
support for a common cause. Continue to share your 
views with Farm Bureau. Harvest your thoughts with us. 
It is the insight of many that build a strong organization. ■

Connecting to You
Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

F e a t u r e s
 4 Fertilizing Farm Fields in the Fall
  Learn why farmers add nutrients to their soils

 7 What is THAT?
  Understand the harvest functions of a combine

 10 Ask A Farmer
  Get answers to your questions about beef cattle

 12 Combine Conversations
  Check out the fun that people had riding combines

 16 Farm Field Trip is a Fall Favorite
  See what kids learned in a visit to local farms

 20 Ag Refl ections: 50 Years of Kishwaukee College
  Discover the college’s ag connections & heritage

 34 101 Ways to Learn About Agriculture
  Find out how students are reading ag books
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Calendar
NOVEMBER
Nov. 22-23
Thanksgiving Holiday
Farm Bureau offi ce closed

DECEMBER
Dec. 1-4
IL Farm Bureau Annual Meeting
Chicago

Dec. 3
Christmas with the Kishwaukee Brass
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon 
$7, Register by Nov. 27

Dec. 5
“Holiday Inn”
Marriott Theatre, Lincolnshire

Dec. 24-25
Christmas Holiday
Farm Bureau offi ce closed

Dec. 31
New Year’s Holiday
Farm Bureau offi ce closed

JANUARY
Jan. 1
New Year’s Holiday
Farm Bureau offi ce closed

Jan. 7
The Wacky Keys Trio
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by Dec. 26

Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture unless
otherwise noted. For most meeting reservations contact 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau offi  ce, 815-756-6361.

Follow us!
 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine

www.CultivateConnections.org

Farm Bureau Main Site
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org

Foundation for Agriculture
www.PlantALegacy.org

Ag Literacy
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

 twitter.com/DCFBureau
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Find the corn kernel
and win!

Let’s see if you can fi nd the corn kernel 
(resembling the one above) in this month’s 
issue of our magazine and be eligible to 
win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-756-
6361, by Nov. 30 for your chance to win. 

When responding, please include the 
page number and exact description of the 
location of the corn kernel on that page. 
You will also need to provide your name 
and address.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the contest 
was Juanita Challgren of DeKalb. The 
pumpkin was hidden on page 15 in the 
photo of the marigolds of the Sept./Oct. 
CONNECTIONS. ■

Just Google It
Looking for something? Just Google it.
I had someone suggest this to me recently. I 

was slightly bothered because she was making 
a point using Google as her resource.

Google has become our resource engine. 
For just about anything. I admit, I use it too. 
But I really look at where Google takes me 
with a critical eye. My “old school” ways 
of researching, writing and using reputable 
resources and references hasn’t changed from 
my college journalism days. 

Case in point, anyone can write a story with their opinions and viewpoints 
and it may show up in a Google search. Some even pay to be at the top of the 
Google search. Be cautious of those without credentials or those who just want 
to speak their mind, right or wrong.

Google “agriculture” sometime and see what you get. There are a lot of 
“experts” that will share their farm and food views and infl uence others into 
believing what they write is true. 

The “real experts” are our farmers and specialists in the agricultural 
fi eld – agronomists, crop and food scientists, university and industry-based 
professionals. These are my go-to people as a source of accurate, reliable 
information about agriculture.

Instead of Google, I ask my experienced farmer husband or my crop specialist 
sons for information pertaining to fi eld crops. They know their stuff . They also 
direct me to other ag experts. And bypass Google. ■
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By the
 NUMBERS

Farmers Work in Acres, Not Hours

Fall harvest is complete after farmers worked endless hours to produce our food. They 
gave up meals with their families so we can have meals with ours!

Every year a single farmer produces enough food to feed 158 people. This holiday 
season, spend a moment thanking one of the 900 farmers in DeKalb County.
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Fertilizing Farm Fields in the Fall
After harvest, farmers apply fall 
fertilizer to improve soil health for 
next year’s crop. 

Before farmers can apply fertilizer 
they must determine what nutrients 
are needed. Soil samples are taken to 
measure phosphorus (P), potassium 
(K) and pH levels. Balanced soil pH 
is necessary for obtaining the most 
from soil fertility.

Today, farmers use variable rate 
technology to apply nutrients only 
where needed and at variable rates 
throughout a fi eld. 

Lime Application
As you drive by a farm fi eld you 

may see a pile of lime. Fall is a good 
time to apply lime to balance soil pH. 
Lime, a natural substance, neutralizes 
soil acidity and adds calcium, which 
is a micronutrient essential to plant 
growth. 

By applying lime in the fall it has 
time to break down before the next 
growing season. Farmers or fertilizer 

companies apply lime with a tractor 
and dry box spreader, usually called 
a fl oater because its large tires 
“fl oat” across the fi elds to reduce 

compaction. 

Phosphorus and Potassium 
Application

Fall is typically the time for 
phosphorus (P) and potassium (K) 
applications because of dry soils, 
available fertilizers and the need for 
application before fall tillage. 

Farmers use soil test 
recommendations to fi gure adequate 
rates of P and K in soils that are below 
critical levels of these nutrients. P and 
K are usually used in a dry form and 
spread on fi elds with fl oaters.

Nitrogen Application 
Anhydrous ammonia is a good 

source for fall-applied nitrogen (N). N 
sources containing urea and/or nitrates 
have greater potential to be lost via 
leaching, volatilization or runoff . 
Ammonium-N is relatively stable as it 
attaches to soil particles. ►

A Pile of Lime
If you’ve driven by farm fi elds you may have seen a pile of lime like this one. Lime is 
delivered to a farm fi eld and then spread on the fi eld. Lime neutralizes soil acidity and 
adds calcium, which is a micronutrient essential to plant growth.

Loading Lime
This CAT loader has a full bucket of lime which is dumped into a fl oater for 
spreading on a farm fi eld.
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Anhydrous ammonia (NH3) is 
contained in white round tanks. You 
may see these white tanks being 
pulled by a tractor in farm fi elds. The 
tractor pulls an anhydrous toolbar 
and the white tanks across the fi eld 
injecting anhydrous ammonia into the 
soil. 

It’s important to have adequate 
levels of nitrogen in the soil for crop 
growth and development. Farmers 
may apply N in the fall or spring, 
or split applications, or do multiple 
applications to provide more N when 
the plant needs it.

The key with applying fall fertilizer 
is making sure that it is applied at the 
right rate, in the right form and at the 
right time. 

Source: www.fssystem.com

Applying Anhydrous Ammonia
Anhydrous ammonia (NH3) is a good source for fall-applied nitrogen. Anhydrous 
ammonia is contained in white round tanks. You may see these white tanks being 
pulled by a tractor in farm fi elds. The tractor pulls an anhydrous toolbar and the white 
tanks across the fi eld injecting anhydrous ammonia into the soil. 

Spreading Lime
Farmers or fertilizer companies apply lime with a tractor equipped with a dry box fertilizer spreader, usually called a fl oater. 
Floaters spread lime using variable rate technology to apply nutrients only where needed and at variable rates throughout a fi eld. 
This TerraGator fl oater and other rigs shown are being operated by ConservFS employees. ■
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Magnolia. The Pioneer Woman. 
Fixer Upper. What do all these things 
have in common?

They’re all about bringing decor, 
food, and homes back to their roots.

Stop and think about it for a 
moment...

Farmhouse style and rustic decor 
has made their way into homes even 
off  the farm (thank you, Joanna 
Gaines). If you walk down the miles 
of aisles of Target or Wal-Mart, you’ll 
see examples of this in the home 
department to the grocery aisle.

Hearty, stick to your ribs meals 
made from scratch while millions of 
fans watch Ree Drummond, aka The 
Pioneer Woman, craft cozy foods with 
fascination. 

That’s right, everything old is 
new again. 

Take a look around locally and 
chances are you’ll discover your 
own examples here in DeKalb 
County. From the vibrant barn 
quilts hanging with pride on 
homesteads to the emerging 
windmills and solar farms 
generating energy. Sure, the 
windmills may look diff erent 
than the old-fashioned kind, but 
the concept is still the same – an 
alternative source for energy.

How about the farm to table 
movement? Restaurants tout their 
locally sourced vegetables and 
proteins. Farms hold special invitation 
only dinners.  

It’s uber-trendy right 
now but the reality is, 
our grandparents and 
the generations before 
them are the founders 
of this phenomenon. 
That’s right, Grandma, 
you were hip before it 
was a thing.

I spent hours with 
my Grandma in her 
farmhouse kitchen 
watching her peel piles 
of potatoes, usually 
using a paring knife 
with a seed company 
logo. She’d make 
batches of strawberry 

Deanne Frieders

the

Deanne Frieders is a farm woman from 
rural Waterman who raises four kids and a 
dog, constantly cooks, blogs, and helps her 
husband with the family grain farm.

Everything Old is New Again

I spent hours with my Grandma Rood in her farmhouse kitchen 
watching her peel piles of potatoes, usually using a paring knife with a 
seed company logo. She’d make batches of strawberry freezer jam or 
slice mounds of apples for sauce and pies. 

freezer jam or slice mounds of apples 
for sauce and pies. 

Always a sprinkle of this, or a 
scoop of that. She didn’t make precise 
measurements that I ever remember. 
A tiny spoonful of simmering soup to 
adjust the seasoning.

And at lunch or dinner, there’d be a 
meal presented, usually incorporating 
pork raised on the farm with 
homemade applesauce… How about 
that – locally sourced!

So I guess you could say the more 
things change, the more they stay 
the same. Yes, technology and new 
techniques are always emerging. I’m 
thankful we have the generations 
before us to learn from. And then, 
we can do what my Grandma did – 
take a little of this and a little of that. 
Incorporate both old and new in these 
modern day times. ■
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What is THAT? COMBINE
A combine is used to harvest corn, 
soybeans, and other grains. 

The combine earned its name 
because it “combines” many functions 
that happen at the same time. As it 
moves across a field, a combine cuts 
each plant, removes the grains, and 
gathers them into the combine’s grain 
tank. Unneeded material like corn cobs 
or soybean pods blow out the back of 
the combine. 

This John Deere 
combine is 
harvesting corn. 
The grain tank is 
visibly full, so it 
will soon need 
to be emptied 
through the auger 
arm extending 
from the side of 
the machine.

While harvesting, the points or “snouts” of this combine’s corn 
head will be aimed between the corn rows. Cutting wheels 
between each snout cut the stalks and gathering chains pull off 
the ears of corn. Augers on each side of the head pull the ears 
toward the middle and into the combine.

The “header” or harvesting mechanism on the front of a combine 
is removable. Also called a “head,” the reel-style header on this 
CASE-IH machine is used for soybeans and small grains. This kind 
of header is also called a grain platform.

When the combine’s grain tank is full, it must be emptied 
before it overflows. An auger arm, or long metal tube with a 
large screw inside, empties the grain tank. The screw turns, 
moving grain through the tube to be dumped into a grain  
cart, wagon, or semi trailer.

Modern combines are steered with GPS (Global 
Positioning Systems) technology. The farmer only has to 
steer to turn the machine at the end of the field or to travel 
on roadways. GPS technology also allows farmers to 
create maps showing how much grain was harvested at any given 
point in a field. ■
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“If you have a garden and a library, 
you have everything you need”

Cicero, 46 B.C.

Ask a Master Gardener
Q: How do you grow amaryllis?

A: Amaryllis is easy to start from a kit, or by buying a bulb. They bloom in 4 to 6 
weeks. A clay pot is best for support. Select a pot size just slightly larger than the 
bulb. Plant it high in potting mix so 1/3 to 1/2 of the bulb is exposed. Water well, but 
not again until it starts to grow. Place the pot in a sunny area. As it grows, turn it 
periodically to keep the stem straight. After fl owering, cut off the stalk and take the pot 
outside for the summer. In September cut off the leaves and stop watering it. You can 
keep it in the same pot, or replant it when you want to start the process again. 

Submit your gardening questions to: connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org.
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Gardening on the Internet
This web has more than spiders.

Janice M. Weber, University of Illinois Extension, DeKalb County Master Gardener

Sometimes when I search for 
information on the Internet I feel like 
I’ve jumped into a landfi ll. Where 
should I begin to dig?

With next year’s gardening season 
in mind, I recently searched for 
“lettuce” on Google. It came up with 
80,500,000 results in 0.7 seconds.  
Sure beats a trip to the library. But 
where in that crush of material is the 
most reliable information?

For a single source, take a look at 
the site maintained by University of 
Illinois Extension. Bookmark this 
web address: https://web.extension.
illinois.edu/state/horticulture/index.
php.  

Here’s a brief guided tour around 
the U of I Extension horticulture site:

From the homepage you will 
see these three major choices:  
“Websites,” “News,” or “Blogs.”

Under “Websites” you will see 
a listing of 64 additional websites, 
each with extensive information on 
many topics. All are illustrated with 
beautiful photos.  

Here are some favorites among 
the university website:

• The featured seasonal site 
is “Apples & More.” It’s the 
everything-you-need-to-know apple 
place.

• “Illinois Vegetable Garden 
Guide” can help you get the most 
out of your garden. It has tips about 
growing specifi c vegetables and 
exhibiting them.

• “Garden Calendar” calls your 
attention to things you should do 
or watch on a day-by-day, monthly 
basis. It links you to in-depth articles. 

• Two sites are devoted to lawn 
care. “Lawn Talk” covers all the 
basics. Then there’s “Major Turf 
Insects and Diseases.”

• “Successful Container Gardens” 
is a comprehensive site that covers 21 
topics and includes some video links. 

• Don’t forget “Bug Review” 
where you can search by insect 
location or insect name.

There are sites to help you select 
the right tree or shrub. They let you 
access a questionnaire to narrow 
down your requirements and will give 
you recommendations right away. 

There is a lot of information about 
bulbs, groundcover, herbs, roses, 
vines, ornamental grasses, and 
annual, perennial and wild fl owers. 
There is advice on growing exotic 
tropical plants and houseplants.

You can get help with growing 
tree fruits and berries. See a 
separate section devoted to 
strawberries. 

What? Not enough, you say?
If your craving for gardening 

information is bottomless, check 
out “Green Side Up” at the U of 
I Extension horticulture website, a 
weekly gardening podcast hosted 
by Extension Educator, Richard 
Hentschel. He has a monthly podcast 
archive that goes back to 2011.

Want to watch some videos? 
Check out “Gardener’s Corner” 
to see short YouTube videos 
about “Vegetable Gardening” and 
“Gardening Basics.” In addition, 
there are many articles to read in 
their “Archive.”

By returning to the main page 
of “Horticulture” you can select 
“News.” This contains informative 
news releases on seasonal topics. 

Back again at the main page you 
can select “Blogs” to get the latest 
personalized advice and experiences 
of U of I Extension horticulture 
educators. 

If you decide to dig into this site, 
turn off  the cell phone and hang out 
the “Do Not Disturb” sign. I can 
guarantee you will want to be here a 
while. ■

If your craving for gardening 
information is bottomless, check 
out “Green Side Up” at the 
University of Illinois Extension 
horticulture website.
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Q: Why do you separate beef cattle with pens on your farm?

A: Pens allow farmers to sort cattle by size, gender, diet and 
quantity. This separation offers uniformity and a better 
environment for the beef cattle.

Got a question 
for a farmer?
Submit your farm and food questions to 
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org. 
We will share questions with our local 
farmers and publish their answers 
as space allows in upcoming 
issues of CONNECTIONS.

Often, I get the questions, “Why do you have so many pens of cattle?  
Can’t they all just be together?”

The simple answer is no…when you are talking about cattle numbers 
close to 100, and especially if you have heifers and steers on the farm, 
it’s important to have separation. 

For starters, I separate heifers (females) from steers (males). Unless 
the heifers have been spayed, which isn’t very common for cattle, the 
steers will ride the heifers when they cycle, and this could lead to injury, 
extra stress, and poor rates of gain.

The most common reason to separate cattle in pens is due to their size 
and diets. The smaller animals have a higher roughage ration and the 
larger cattle have a more concentrated protein and starch ration. The 
smaller animals would have stomach acid issues with the potent ration, 
and the larger animals wouldn’t perform as well on the higher roughage 
ration.

I also have a pen for sick or lame cattle. This pen isolates animals 
that are ill/injured and could infect others on the premises with their 
sickness. It is nice to have the animals you treat in an area where you 
can watch them more closely. However, it is usually better to have a 
couple of animals in the sick pen and not just one, because the herd 
mentality can trigger stress when the cattle are not with another animal.

Also, when cattle are sorted to be sold to the buyers, they are placed 
in a separate pen. Most call it the “show pen” because that is where you 
show off  your best picks for market.

A receiving pen is often used by larger feedlots. This is where the 
cattle will be allowed to rest and receive clean hay or straw, water and 
even electrolytes if needed. After long rides on a truck during shipping, 
this method before sorting or separating the cattle has proven to be a 
valuable practice.

 Pens, in general, allow for 
organization and a fl ow of cattle 
through the facility. From smallest or 
newest to the largest or oldest, it is 
usually safer to work and sort cattle in 
smaller groups than larger ones. ■

Roy Plote is a sixth generation farmer from 
Leland. He farms with his brother, raising 
beef cattle, corn, soybeans, wheat and hay. 
Roy and his wife have two sons.
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FARM & FOOD
Why are some animals raised indoors and others outdoors?

Raising animals indoors or outdoors is a choice that farmers and ranchers 
make based on what is best for them and their animals.

Some farmers choose indoor housing to protect animals from weather, 
disease and predators. An indoor environment can also ensure that animals 
are receiving a proper, nutritious and balanced diet. Additionally, many 
barns today have highly technical ventilation systems that keep animals 
cool during the hot summer months and warm in the winter, providing 
animals with the utmost comfort. 

Other farmers and ranchers raise their animals outdoors to control insects 
or to add organic matter back to the soil.

Animal care is a continuously improving process, and farmers and 
ranchers look for new ways to improve the methods they use to care for 
their animals.

Is food from free-range farm animals safer than animals raised 
in modern confinement buildings?  

The popularity of niche-market products has increased in recent years 
primarily boosted by consumer perceptions that they are healthier and of 
higher quality. There is limited scientific data to support or refute the safety 
of such products.

Studies have found that pathogen prevalence is actually higher in 
niche market/free range antibiotic-free farm animal production systems 
compared to conventional confinement operations.

For example, a nationwide survey 
showed that conventionally-labeled milk 
had the lowest bacterial counts compared 
to non-conventional systems. A pork-
related study found significantly higher 
prevalence of Salmonella and other 
pathogens in free-range pigs compared to 
those raised in confinement systems.

One reason prompting the move to 
raising certain farm animals indoors 
beginning a half-century ago was control 
of pathogens – diseases from parasites 
in particular. A return to outdoor systems 
may contribute to reemergence of 
parasitic pathogens, some of which have 
been effectively eliminated from food 
animals. ■

Sources: Best Food Facts, www.bestfoodfacts.org; 
The Food Dialogues, www.fooddialogues.com
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Combine 
Conversations
It’s not every day that you get to ride in a 
combine and talk to a farmer. But these 
people did. 

Some were local and others came from the Chicago 
suburbs for this once-in-a-lifetime experience. Riding 
in a combine to watch field corn being harvested was 
the highlight of their day.

Nearly 85 people braved the cold, windy October 
day for a chance to sit alongside a farmer and learn 
more about corn harvest and the significant function 
of the large harvesting machine equipped with modern 
technology. 

Farmers who shared their buddy seat with all ages 
and answered questions of the curious riders were 
combine drivers Glenn Bolander and Chuck Diehl in 
Sycamore farm fields and Carl Heide harvesting near 
his DeKalb home. A total of 60 rides were provided.

The combine rides were arranged by the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture. 
Proceeds from the rides support ag literacy programs.

A special thanks to the Bolander, Diehl and Heide families for a 
day of combine rides, R-Equipment for use of a utility vehicle, 
and the Sycamore FFA for transporting riders in the fields. ►
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Comments from Combine Riders:
It was so cool!  Ann C.

I’m so excited to ride in a combine!  Mattis V.

I learned that it will take two days to harvest this  
corn field.  Dani J.

It was on my bucket list!  Julie S.

I learned how the machine picks corn.  Ella F.

It was something I’ve always wanted to do!  Ruthann S. 

(Opposite page) Chuck Diehl provides a ride for Alison and Timmy Durand in his Sycamore 
corn field while at the same time Carl Heide offers a combine ride to Tasha and Garrett 
Sims in his DeKalb field. (Above, left) Glenn Bolander takes Sycamore Mayor Curt Lang 
and grandson Andrew Swedberg for a combine ride in a corn field north of Sycamore. 
(Above, right) Stephanie and Cole Hunter of Cortland finish their combine ride with Chuck 
Diehl and are assisted by Cole’s Grandpa Lawrence Link. (Right) Three-year-old Mattis Vera 
of DeKalb got pleasure out of holding an ear of corn and four-year-old Cole Hunter enjoyed 
shelling an ear of corn as he waited for a ride in the combine. ■
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FARM COUNTRY

There was a heightened level of 
excitement at this year’s National 
FFA Convention with the Garth 
Brooks concert and visit by President 
Trump. Then add top awards to 
the mix and you have one great 
convention!

Six local students garnered the top 
award, the American FFA Degree, at 
this year’s National FFA Convention.

Students earning the American FFA 
Degree are: Jenna Baker, Somonauk-
Leland-Sandwich chapter; Olivia 
Willrett, DeKalb; Zack Witek, Indian 
Creek; and Fred DeWitt, Teagan 
Neff , and Jennifer Stevens, all of the 
Sycamore chapter. 

Teagan Neff, Fred DeWitt and Jennifer Stevens, Sycamore

American FFA Degrees earned by students

Jenna Baker, Somonauk-
Leland-Sandwich

Olivia Willrett, DeKalb Zack Witek, Indian Creek

These students were awarded 
the top honor at the National FFA 

Convention held in Indianapolis, Ind. 
in October. ■

For the 10th consecutive year, 
the Conserv FS Board of Directors 
has declared near record levels of 
patronage refunds. 

Consistent with last year’s payout, 
patronage of $3 million will be paid 
out for 2018 fi scal year purchases. 
And again this year’s patronage 
payout will be paid as 70% cash and 
30% Class E preferred stock.

The company’s performance in 
fi scal 2018 was strong, along with 
its balance sheet, which allows the 
company to pay such a high cash 
percentage. 

“The diversifi cation of our coop has 
allowed us to manage through tough 
years in one area while generating 
strong profi ts in others,” says John 
Tuttle, Conserv FS General Manager.

Individual rates of payout are 
determined by product line and will 
be similar to last year’s rates. 

Individual checks will be processed 
and cut over the next few weeks and 
will be distributed in mid-December. 
A full breakdown of payments rates 

Conserv FS declares 
patronage refunds

will be included with the check and 
member’s individual payment record. 
Rates may vary for direct transport 
load deliveries.

In addition to patronage, the 
board approved $700,000 of stock 
revolvement, keeping the cooperative 
on a 10 year cycle, a primary goal of 
the board. “Keeping the stock of the 
coop in the hands of active patrons 
is something we pride ourselves on 

as a board,” said John Henning, FS 
president. With the cash patronage and 
stock revolvement, the company will 
return nearly $2.8 million in cash to 
the country.

Conserv FS, Inc. is a federated 
cooperative locally owned and 
controlled, based in Woodstock, 
Illinois. Conserv proudly serves 
patrons throughout Northeastern 
Illinois and Southeastern Wisconsin. ■
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Fruit crisp for any season
In the Leishman Center we emphasize cooking with the seasons 
while also encouraging freezing or canning seasonal fruits for 
winter enjoyment. 

Fruit crisps are a great way to use these delicious fruits. Crisps are 
quick to prepare and great to satisfy the after dinner sweet craving 
while suitable for breakfast or snacks.

We developed this simple blueprint to create crisps all year long.
Experiment with diff erent fruits for the fi lling and various grains 

in the crumbly topping. During the summer season try whole wheat 
pastry fl our, oats, slivered almonds, cinnamon, ginger, butter and 
brown sugar and use peaches or blueberries with cinnamon and 
orange zest for the fi lling. When you’re making a crisp top in the fall 
use whole wheat fl our, oats, walnuts, cinnamon, butter and maple 
syrup. For the fi lling use apples, lemon juice, honey and cinnamon.

Crisp Top
1/3 cup fl our - experiment with: whole wheat; gluten free baking blend, oat fl our,    

each fl our you select will provide a different texture and nutritional profi le
¾ cup rolled oats
½ cup nuts – chopped or slivered
3 tablespoons melted fat or oil - 

choose from: butter, coconut oil, walnut oil, light tasting olive oil
¼ cup sweetener - 

choose from: honey, maple syrup or your favorite granulated sugar

1. To assemble, combine all ingredients.
2. Blend well and set aside.

Fruit Filling
2 – 3 pounds fruit, cored, pitted and cut into bite-sized pieces or use frozen
1/3 cup sweet - select one: honey, maple syrup, brown sugar, natural granulated 

sugar, 
coconut sugar

1½ teaspoon spice – cinnamon, pumpkin pie spice blend or other favorite spice 
combinations

¼ teaspoon sea salt
½ teaspoon vanilla extract or almond extract (great with cherries)

1. Preheat oven to 375o

2. Prepare fruit as directed. If frozen, use from frozen state. Mix with sweetener, 
spices, salt and vanilla. Mix well. If fruit is very juicy stir in 1 tablespoon 
tapioca or arrowroot powder.

3. Pour fruit into lightly oiled 8 x 8 pan.  
4. Crumble topping evenly over the fruit mixture.
5. Bake 40 minutes until fruit is tender and topping is browned.

Jo Cessna and Rachel Koroscik teach classes on 
healthy eating, healthy cooking and healthy lifestyles 
at the Leishman Center at Kishwaukee Hospital. 

FAMILY HEALTH

Apple Crisp
Crisp top is made using whole wheat fl our with 
oats, chopped pecans, melted butter, cinnamon, 
sea salt and maple syrup. The apples were sliced, 
cored with the peel left intact. (Peels offer about 
50% of the nutrients available and provide a nice 
source of fi ber.) Natural cane sugar was used as 
the sweetener. Cinnamon, sea salt and vanilla 
were used as spices. ■

Holiday Cookie Bake
Weds., Nov. 28

6 – 8 p.m.

Thurs., Dec. 6
10 a.m. – Noon

Cooking Classes at the Leishman Center

Kids Cookie Bake
(ages 9 - 12)

Weds., Dec. 19
4:30 – 6:30 p.m.

Holiday Appetizers
Thurs., Nov. 29
10 a.m. – Noon

Weds., Dec. 12
6 – 8 p.m.

To register for classes: www.Kish-calendar.nm.org or call 815-748-8962.
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Farm Field Trip is a Fall Favorite
For many Sycamore students, the annual 8th grade Farm 

Field Trip is the fi rst time they step foot on a farm. With a 
growing disconnect between farming and food, the fi eld trip 
is as important now as it was when it started 18 years ago. 

Nearly 300 Sycamore students and a dozen of their 
teachers explored three local farms and agribusinesses on 
Oct. 12 and 15 – Tracy Jones’ beef feedlot and grain farm, 
John and Steve Ward’s pig farm, and CHS Elburn’s Seed 

& Agronomy facility.  
The 8th graders also visited the Farm Bureau 

where they experienced more than 15 interactive 
learning stations that focused on a variety of 
agriculture topics like fi eld corn, soybeans, soil 
erosion, machinery, and horticulture. 

More than two dozen Sycamore High School 
FFA members assisted with the fi eld trip. Some of 
these volunteers are now enrolled in high school 
agriculture courses because of their memorable 
farm fi eld trip experience as 8th graders. 

The Sycamore 8th Grade Farm Field Trip was 
sponsored by the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

Ward’s Pig Farm
Pig squeals & tractor wheels
Farmer Steve Ward (above) shows swine housing and explains that 
students must remain outside of the barn for the health of the pigs. 
Sycamore FFA junior, Bradford Edwards, (right) lets students look 
inside one of the tractors used on the Ward farm. Later, students 
climb into the seat of the tractor.

Jones’ Beef & Grain Farm
Caring for cattle & the land
Dean Johnson (left) of the Soil & Water Conservation 
District explains the importance of soil conservation 
and shows students a combine that has just come 
in from the fi eld. Also at this farm, Jason Johnson 
and Brent Hueber with Compeer Financial shared 
their experiences with raising beef as students toured 
Tracy Jones’ feedlot. ►

Special Thanks
CHS Elburn Jason Johnson Sycamore FFA
Brent Hueber Tracy Jones Steve Ward
Dean Johnson Michelle Kovac Terri White
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CHS Elburn
Children of the corn 
Sycamore students (above) are instructed to go 
into a corn fi eld, pick an ear, and remove the kernels 
by hand. Bronwyn Burgweger (above, right) with 
CHS then shows students some of the everyday 
products that use fi eld corn including hand soap, 
cereal, crayons, and glue, just to name a few.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
An array of agriculture
Eighth graders have an assortment of ag-tivities to 
explore at the Farm Bureau. Sycamore FFA junior 
Allie Drake (above) assists students with creating 
boutonnieres while others (right) learn that every 
ear of corn has an even number of kernels. ■
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Bright lights, the sound of conversation, and the aroma of delicious 
foods fi lled the autumn air. Local farmers and educators gathered under 
a picturesque barn to share conversation and dinner during the DeKalb 
County Harvest Dinner.

The event focused on developing relationships among farmers and 
educators and opening lines of communication for future outreach. 
Educators included teachers, counselors, and administration. Some of 
the schools represented at the event were DeKalb County elementary, 
middle, and high schools, as well as Kishwaukee College and Northern 
Illinois University. Educators were invited to talk with a group of selected 
livestock, grain, and specialty crop farmers from throughout the county. 

The evening was hosted by the John and Steve Ward families at their 
historic farmstead in Sycamore.

One hundred guests enjoyed a cocktail hour while getting to know 
farmers, climbing into farm machinery, and exploring educational displays. 
Guests were seated within the barn for their meal served by Nats on Maple 
of Sycamore. The meal included locally grown foods such as an apple 
salad, steak, pork tenderloin, red potatoes, and sweet corn. 

Guests were sent home with gift bags that included educational ag 
material and the farmers’ contact information for continued conversation.

The Harvest Dinner on Sept. 20 was organized by the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau with generous support from the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Foundation, the families of Steve and John Ward, and local farmers. A very 

special thanks to the Sycamore High 
School FFA and Horticulture Class, as 
well as 1803 Candles, Forge Brewhouse, 
Jonamac Orchard, Prairie State Winery, 
and Whiskey Acres. ►

Autumn foliage centerpieces were created by 
Sycamore High School Horticulture students. 
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Teachers Cori Nelson, Nancy Summer, and Beth Mueller climb up 
onto the Ward’s combine at the Harvest Dinner.

Farmer and host John Ward shares his passion for agriculture 
with area teachers during the Harvest Dinner in rural Sycamore.

“I have only wonderful things to say about the 
Harvest Dinner. I appreciate the opportunity to attend 
and everything was wonderful. The location, weather, 
food, beverages, and most of all… the people, were 
fabulous. Thank you for providing us with a great 
evening. As always, I love all that Farm Bureau does 
for teachers and for promoting agricultural literacy in 
our communities.” ■

Jennifer Frances, area teacher
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They’re back! Ag classes at Kishwaukee College. 
This fall Kishwaukee College began off ering classes for those interested 

in agribusiness. The new program includes a two-year Associate in Applied 
Sciences (A.A.S.), a Certifi cate in Foundations of Agriculture, and a 
Certifi cate in Precision Agriculture. 

Agriculture programs played a large role in the early years of the college 
and current renewed interest in the industry has led to the resurgence of the 
programs on campus.

“We recognized it was time to bring agriculture back to the college,” said 
Bob Johnson, chairman of the Kishwaukee College Board of Trustees. “Our 
decision was based on demand for these classes and serving the community. 
We made the decision to give maximum eff ort to bring back ag classes.”

Kishwaukee ag students Stuart Hepker, Theresa Thode and Addison Wetzel 
analyze soils in their Introduction to Soils lab.

College President Lauri Borowicz 
said it made good sense to off er ag 
classes at their campus, surrounded 
by corn fi elds. “In our community 
discussions, we discovered there was 
interest in agriculture classes. The new 
ag classes are diff erent from the past 
incorporating computer technology 
and business programs into the 
curriculum,” she said.

For 50 years, Kishwaukee College 
has maintained its ag transfer program 
for students completing an associate’s 
degree and transferring to a four-year 
college or university to attain a 
bachelor’s degree. In addition, the 
college off ered a variety of ag-related 
classes until 2006 when the classes 
were discontinued based on declining 
numbers. 

Twelve years later, ag classes are 
back. Steve Durin, assistant professor 
in the Careers Technology Division, is 
the lead instructor of the new program.

Ag classes off ered in the Fall 2018 
semester include precision agriculture, 
mechanics, economics, marketing, 
animal science, crop science, soils, 
among several others. ■

(Above) Precision agriculture students 
Kyle Male and Levi Johnson learn how to 
wire a utility vehicle for GPS technology 
during their class at Kishwaukee College.  
Interest and enrollment is growing for the 
new ag classes.

Ag classes return with 
renewed community interest

Ag Refl ections:
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teachers are great and they really 
work with you and understand 
you have a life outside of school,” 
Noelle stated. She hopes to earn 
certifi cates in Precision Agriculture 
and Foundations of Agriculture and 
an A.A.S. in ag business.  ■

The most signifi cant diff erences between ag students from the early 
days of Kishwaukee College and today are the gender of students and 
their diversifi ed backgrounds. 

Forty percent of today’s students are female compared to practically 
all male students in 1968. Then, most ag students had farm backgrounds. 
Today, some have farm backgrounds, a few are generations removed from 
the farm, and other students don’t have a farm background at all but are 
interested in an agribusiness career.

While the faces of ag 
students have changed, some 
of the classes have also 
changed, especially with 
modern technology 
being used on farms 
today. Precision 
agriculture classes 
are among the new 
trendy favorites as 
students learn how 
to use GPS (Global 
Positioning Systems) 

technology in farm 
equipment.

Jason Bohannon 
of Hinckley is 
enrolled in two 
precision ag classes 
– Introduction 
to Precision 

Agriculture and Precision Ag Equipment. “I’m a hands-on type of guy,” 
said Jason, 21. “The precision ag classes help me with my farm job in 
learning how GPS works, understanding VRT(Variable Rate Technology) 
and getting hands-on experience with precision tools.”

Under the instruction of Steve Durin, Jason and other students use the 
Ag Leader GPS receiver to learn auto steer and guidance systems.

“It’s a good program with good instructors,” said Jason. “I like 
hands-on learning.” The reason he chose Kishwaukee College – “Because 
it’s close to home and I’m able to work on the farm.” Jason is on his way 
to attaining an A.A.S. in ag business while he works for a local farmer.

Noelle Jacobson of DeKalb remembers when her grandparents farmed 
and notes that her best friend grew up on a farm. “Farming was all around 
me, that’s why I’m interested in taking ag classes.”

“I was so excited to hear that agriculture classes were coming back 
because I love hands-on classes and to get my hands dirty,” said Noelle, 
28. She is currently enrolled in the Introduction to Precision Agriculture 
class at Kishwaukee College, a four hour course which she attends two 
days a week.

Noelle balances school with work – she works at the Target Distribution 
Center in DeKalb. “At Kish they understand my work schedule. The 

Josie Grzywa, Esmond, enjoys hands-on 
classes, especially the precision ag class.

The faces of today’s precision ag students

“The precision ag classes help me with 
my farm job in learning how GPS works, 
understanding VRT and getting hands-on 
experience with precision tools.”

Jason Bohannon, Hinckley

“I was so excited to hear that agriculture 
classes were coming back because I love 
hands-on classes and to get my hands dirty.” 

Noelle Jacobson, DeKalb
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It started with a farm. The footprint 
of Kishwaukee College was deeply 
rooted in agriculture. 

Before the fi nal site was selected 
by the new board and administration, 
13 diff erent rural locations were 
considered in 1967, mostly in the 
Malta area.

The one that was chosen belonged 
to Ralph and Bertha Byro, who 
resided on the farmstead and grew 
fi eld crops on the 120-acre parcel 
of farmland located at the corner of 
Route 38 and Malta Road. This farm 
site was picked based on being in the 
center of the district geographically, 
within a 30-minute drive from anywhere in the district. Another important 
consideration was having access to the future campus by good paved roads. 

On Jan. 26, 1968 the farmland was purchased by the college from the Byros 
for $1,000 an acre. 

The farmstead, with its traditional white farmhouse, red barns and sheds, 
was initially used for classrooms and offi  ces until new buildings could be 
built. The barn was remodeled and used for theater, an art gallery and social 
events. The farm was often referred to as the “Ponderosa” after the popular 
television series. 

Transforming a farmstead into a college campus is no simple task. But by 
spring, construction had begun on a series of fi ve temporary buildings that 
would be used for classrooms and ready to accommodate students in the Fall 
of 1968.

The fall semester began on Sept. 17, 1968 with 608 students registered for 
62 diff erent classes.

The Kishwaukee College campus has changed dramatically in 50 years 
from the Byro farm to temporary buildings to today’s modern facilities as a 

Community college evolves from Malta farm

top-notch institution for life-long 
learning. The college has expanded 
its campus through six construction 
phases and has graduated over 
24,000 students in a half-century. 

One thing that hasn’t changed at 
the college is being nestled among 
corn fi elds in rural DeKalb County.

Farm Bureau embraces 
newly formed college

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
and local farmers were supportive of 
the community college movement. 
From the early beginnings, farmers 
were involved in the college’s site 
selection and served on advisory 
committees. Four out of seven of 
the original board members were 
farmers, including Farm Bureau 
President Howard Mullins who 
also was the fi rst chairman of the 
college’s board of trustees. 

In the early years, Farm Bureau 
provided fi nancial support to the 
college’s ag program, for equipment, 
and some years later for computers.

Over the last half-century, Farm 
Bureau has supported the college’s 
mission in referendums, surfaced and 
backed candidates for election to the 
college board, and has had a long-
standing relationship with the college 
and its administration. ■
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Having classes in an old dairy barn didn’t bother 
Dale Gommel when he was a student at Kishwaukee 
College. As a DeKalb farm boy, he was used to working in 
barns while raising livestock.

In the early years of the college many classes were held 
off -site in nearby schools, community buildings, and even 
barns to accommodate students because classroom facilities 
weren’t available on the newly established college campus. 
“Back then we had more students than facilities but we made 
due,” said Dale.

The ag mechanics class was held in an empty dairy barn 
just east of the college, owned then by Dr. Chet Palmer. “One 
side of the barn was used for the classroom and the other side 
accommodated the shop with tools. The center, open area, 
was where we worked on tractors,” said Dale.

“When the new temporary buildings were built the ag 
mechanics and other classes were moved to the college site,” 
he explained. “And we had a new ag shop there, too.”

He went to Kish in the Fall of 1969 taking a variety of 
ag classes while working on a farm and at an implement 
dealer. Dale earned an associate’s degree in ag mechanics in 
1971. He gives Kish credit for the skills he learned and uses  
regularly when he repairs farm equipment in his machine 
shop. 

A lifelong farmer, Dale is 
pleased that the ag classes are 
back. “It’s one of the bases for a 
strong college,” he said.

Paul Koenig was the fi rst gen-
eration in his family to go to 
college. “I almost went to JJC 
(Joliet Junior College) but my FFA 
adviser recommended Kishwaukee 
College,” said Paul. “So I went 
based on his recommendation and 
really liked it.”

A Hinckley farm boy, Paul took 
an assortment of ag-related classes 
beginning in the Fall of 1969. 
When he wasn’t in class he was 

farming with his 
father raising grain 
and livestock.

He remembers 
sharing rides to class 
three days a week, 
based on the 30-mile 
trip. Paul also recol-
lects going to the 
Bird Cage restaurant 
in Malta in between 

Farmers recall fi rst years of classes at Kishwaukee

classes. “I enjoyed the comradery 
with the guys in and out of class,” 
he said.

“I enjoyed everything about 
Kish – the instructors and classes. 
My classes were farm-related so 
they were all my favorites and I 
excelled in them,” said Paul.

In the Spring of 1971 Paul 
earned his associate’s degree 
in farm management and then 
returned to the family farm. 

Several years later he took 
computer classes at Kish, amongst 
younger students. “I remember 
not knowing what booting up a 
computer meant then!” ■

Dale Gommel, DeKalb farmer, 
A.A.S. in ag mechanics, 1971

Paul Koenig, Hinckley farmer, 
A.A.S in farm management, 1971
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Bob Johnson was in graduate school at the University of Illinois when 
Kishwaukee College opened in 1968. His father, Laverne “Dutch” 
Johnson was serving on the college’s board of trustees. 

During the early years of the college, Dutch, a DeKalb farmer, provided 
leadership and enthusiasm for the new community college. He helped 
with the site selection. He was seen parking cars on the fi rst day of classes 
in the Fall of 1968. And being a pork producer, he started a tradition of 
cooking pork chops for the faculty to kick off  the fall semester.

When Bob returned to the family farm in 1970 he became aware of his 
father’s leadership at Kish. “Dad drafted me to help cook pork chops for 
the faculty. He was in charge of cooking pork chops,” said Bob.

Dutch was one of four farmers on the original college board. He served 
with Howard Mullins, Howard Andres and Fred Willrett. These farmers 
were infl uential in their commitment to the development of a community 
college for higher learning in DeKalb County. 

After an eight-year stint on the Kish Board, Dutch decided to step 
down. He approached Don Huftalin, another local pork producer, and 
said, “It’s your turn to run.” Don served for 30 years on the board of 
trustees and chose to retire in 2005.

“That’s when Don came to me and said it’s your turn to serve on the 
Kish Board,” explained Bob. Bob was currently serving on the college’s 
Foundation Board. He decided the “time was right” to serve on the board 
of trustees and was elected for a fi rst term in 2005. 

“It’s a family thing for me,” noted Bob, who now is in his third, 
six-year term. He has served as chairman, just like his father did before him, 
for the last 10 years. To honor his father’s legacy of leadership, Bob started 
an endowment in Dutch’s name to provide scholarships for rural students 
attending Kish.

Today under Bob’s leadership, agriculture classes are back off ering students 
a variety of courses. “We had listening sessions in the community and we 
created an ag advisory group. Both groups recommended we provide ag 
classes for students,” said Bob.

The demand for ag classes was apparent to the board and administration. 

A family legacy of college leadership & service

LaVerne “Dutch” Johnson (standing, second 
from right) was on the original Kishwaukee 
College Board of Trustees. Four of the initial 
board members were farmers. Pictured in 
1968 are (seated, from left) Howard Mullins, 
chairman of the board and also Farm Bureau 
president, Barbara Schaffer, Kenneth Smith, 
(standing) Robert Caukin, Fred Willrett, 
Dutch Johnson, and Howard Andres.

Bob Johnson, a DeKalb farmer, chairs the 
Kishwaukee College Board of Trustees. He is the 
second generation to have served on the board.

A number of community colleges 
had brought back ag classes. Even 
though the college continued its 
ag transfer program, now was the 
time to off er ag classes, like the 
traditional animal science class and 
new precision agriculture course to 
train students in technology.

“Community support is really 
what it’s all about,” suggested the 
Kish Board Chairman. Serving 
our ag community, business and 
industry, just like back in 1968, we 
listened to the general tone of the 
people of the community who voted 
to have a community college.” ■
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Dave Gommel has fond memories of spending holidays with the 
Byros on their farm which later became the campus for Kishwaukee 
College. He recalls one year getting a pony from Great Uncle Ralph 
and Aunt Bertha.

The Byros purchased the 120-acre parcel of farmland in 1956, 
primarily based on the location, being nestled between good roads 
(Malta Road and Rt. 38). Their previous farmstead south of Malta 
was located on a dirt road. Dave’s relatives moved to the newly 
acquired farmstead in 1961. 

“I remember Ralph and Bertha farmed together – Ralph took care 
of the crops and Bertha took care of the chickens,” said Dave. They 
both weeded fi elds.”

Six years after moving to the rural Malta farmstead, the Byro 
Farm was being considered for the site of a new community college. 

“Ralph went to the old feed mill in Malta and Bill Hoppe told him 
that he had heard a story about selling his farm for a college,” Dave 
explained. “That was the fi rst time Ralph knew anything about it.” 
Well, that story came true as the Byros were approached to sell their 
land for a new college campus.

“They never resisted,” recalled Dave. “They knew it was a good 
thing to do.”

With the land sale transaction occurring in January 1968, in 
February the Byros had a farm sale to sell off  their equipment 
as they had chosen to no longer farm. After the farm sale, they 
purchased a house in Malta, next to the grade school. Ralph worked 
in maintenance at the grade school for 10 years and also drove a 
school bus for sports events. 

Ralph passed away in 2011; Bertha is now 99 years old and lives in 
Sycamore. 

Dave appreciates his family connections to the Byros and Kishwaukee 
College, where he has worked for 27 years. He is Assistant Director of 
Facilities at the college. 

Like his Great Uncle Ralph and Father Bob, Dave has farmed and has many 
skillsets. At the college he has been an electrician, worked in the diesel-

tool room, been a custodial 
supervisor and worked with 
contractors during the many 
construction phases on campus. 
Dave’s brother, Mark, also 
works in the college’s Central 
Operations as a maintenance 
technician and farms. 

One of the last conversations 
that Dave had with his great 
uncle was regarding farm tile. 
Since the old clay farm tile had 
been laid, Dave was dealing 
with underground water lines 

Dave Gommel displays the sale bill from his Great 
Uncle Ralph Byro’s farm sale dating back to February 
of 1968 in his college offi ce. Dave appreciates 
his family and college connections as a 27-year 
employee of the college.

He’s got connections to family, farm & college

on campus and wanted to avoid 
the farm tile. His conversation 
with Ralph reverted back to his 
farm days. Ralph recollected 
“having pulled a lot of thistles on 
the farm,” the farm that became a 
college. ■

Ralph and Bertha Byro sold their farm for the 
development of Kishwaukee Collge.
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Terry Martin heard about the startup of a new 
community college through a conversation between 
two farmers, his father-in-law Archie Tuntland and 
LaVerne “Dutch” Johnson.

Dutch, a member of the new college board, indicated 
they were looking for teachers and urged Archie to 
have Terry, a biology teacher, apply. They were in the 
early stages of hiring faculty at Kishwaukee College. 

“I learned they had an experienced biologist but 
needed another biologist to teach classes,” said Terry.  
“I went to Rochelle to be interviewed by Dr. Lamar 
Fly, the fi rst president of the college.” 

Terry had two years of teaching experience at 
Geneva High School and was a recent graduate of 
Northern Illinois University with a bachelor’s and 
master’s degree in biology. He was hired and started 
teaching classes at Kish in September 1968.

He remembers those early years, teaching in the 
temporary “temp” buildings. He taught general biology, 
zoology, botany, human anatomy and physiology. 

His teaching style was non-traditional as he 
interacted freely with students and he only used 
outlines for lectures and labs. “There was no front to 
my classrooms, because I wanted to be in the middle of 
a classroom mingling with students. And, I didn’t use any notes,” explained 
Terry. “It was a casual and open environment, which was well received by 
students.”

“They all had text books and lab manuals to study from, but when they 
were in my classroom I wanted them to learn from my discussions and 
hands-on activities,” Terry said. 

With new construction and a new nursing program, Terry later taught 
in the Science Building and his primary classes were human anatomy and 
physiology. 

Terry taught full time for 35 years 
and then part time as an adjunct 
instructor for another decade. He 
also instructed night classes for 
EMTs. His teaching career spanned 
45 years, making him the longest 
faculty member at Kish in the 
50-year history.

“I enjoyed teaching,” said the 
enthusiastic, now retired teacher. 
Terry turned down an off er to be a 
department head simply because he 
“enjoyed teaching more.”

Besides teaching, Terry authored 
three major biology lab manuals and 
several updates for McGraw-Hill for 
25 years. With some of the proceeds 

Terry Martin, a biology instructor, taught classes for 45 years at 
Kishwaukee College. The present day photo shows Terry with a 
framed picture of one of the biology manuals which he authored.

A farm conversation leads to decades of teaching

from the manuals, he and his wife, 
Sherrie, created an endowment to 
help fund the new Health Careers 
wing at the college in 2014.

“It was the right time in our lives 
to give back,” said Terry. He is 
gratifi ed with the new facilities and 
legacy he leaves as a connection to 
the classes which he once taught. 

Looking back on the past, he 
smiles as he remembers his years 
at Kish and the conversation that 
started with two farmers.  ■

Terry Martin became a faculty member 
in 1968 when Kish opened.
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Steve Durin has a long history with Kishwaukee 
College. He was an ag transfer student at Kish in 
1975 and for the last 26 years he’s been teaching 
a variety of ag-related classes.

“I look forward to getting up in the morning 
and coming to work,” said Steve. “I like the 
students, they keep me enthused.”

Steve knows the history of the college’s ag 
program best, from a student and instructor’s 
perspective. As a student he took classes in the 
temporary buildings and then when he returned to 
campus as an instructor he taught in the “temp” 
buildings. 

“In the mid-1970s the ag department was the 
largest on campus – 80 students strong,” he noted 
during his student years. “Most were going for 
an A.A.S. degree. Most returned to the farm or 
agribusiness. Most had an emphasis on farming.”

In the 1980s enrollment dropped due to the 
struggling farm economy. When he started 
teaching in 1993 the ag program began to 
make a comeback with renewed interest in 
farm management. The late 1990s saw another 
downward spiral in enrollment with the exception 
of the new diesel-mechanics courses. In 2006 the 
college dropped ag classes and only off ered ag 
transfer courses. 

After a 12-year hiatus, ag classes are back. 
Steve says the reason being, “The community 
asked for it. Our new president also saw the need 
for ag classes and made the commitment to the community.”

“Ag classes are new again. As class size grows we will off er 
more classes. We can tailor our programs for the students.”

Steve is the lead instructor for the ag program. He noted that numbers are strong 
for the soils, animal science and precision ag classes. The college reports about 
40 students in ag-related classes. 

Technology is notably the biggest change in the history of the college’s ag 
classes. Steve is teaching Introduction to Precision Agriculture and Precision 
Agriculture Equipment classes. “As technology changes, the needs of the students 
change. Our classes refl ect the needs of the community and technology,” said 
Steve.

He announced that the college has received a $220,000 grant from the state for 
remodeling the Kish greenhouse next year which will include crop production 
research for the benefi t of horticulture students and crop science classes.

The ag instructor is passionate about his students’ future for internships and 
employment. “The market for these ag jobs is strong,” the long-time instructor 
said. “The word is out and we’ve received calls from companies who want to hire 
our students.”

Ag classes are new again for lead instructor

Steve has taught most all ag 
classes but currently is instructing 
welding and precision ag classes. 
When he’s not teaching, he’s 
farming the family farm in rural 
Scarboro. The 5th generation 
farmer raises corn and soybeans 
and sweet corn for Del Monte. 

Students, like Jason 
Bohannon, say they like Steve 
as an instructor because, “He 
understands agriculture and he 
can relate to us in the classroom 
and in our jobs.” ■

Sources for Kishwaukee College stories: 
Kishwaukee College

Kishwaukee College Archives
Acres of Change

Steve Durin knows the history of the college’s ag program best, from a 
student and instructor’s perspective. Technology is notably the biggest 
change in ag classes. He instructs the precision ag classes helping students 
to learn how GPS works on farm equipment.
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Traffi  c slows at the sight 
of a 16-foot-tall combine 
parked downtown Sycamore. 
It is part of the Sycamore 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
Tuesdays on the Town – 
Family Ag Night. This 
local event occurs annually 
in September and features 
ag-themed activities, 
machinery, and livestock 
provided by the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau and 
Sycamore FFA.

This year, Farm Bureau 
off ered agricultural trivia, 
soybean germination 
necklaces, a corn matching 
game, seed tubs fi lled 
with buried prizes, and an 
opportunity to milk a replica 
cow.

The FFA provided a 
combine, tractor, and ATVs 
for visitors to explore and 
climb into. They also brought 
dozens of animals including 
chickens, rabbits, baby goats, 
sheep, calves, and horses. 

Over 100 people attended 
this year’s Family Ag Night 
and left with a newfound 
knowledge of agriculture. 
Children that visited will 
likely be asking for baby 
goats this Christmas. ■

Family & Farming at Sycamore Ag Night
COMMUNITY
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Part of the job of ag literacy is 
connecting with teachers. But how 
can we eff ectively reach over 1,000 
busy educators? Mailings, emails, 
social media, and websites all play 
an important role. However, nothing 
beats making personal connections.

That’s where the Ag Literacy 
Ambassadors come in. Ten years ago 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau decided 
to formally enlist the help of teachers 
to spread the word about ag literacy 
among their fellow educators. That 
eff ort continues today. 

Nearly all of the 42 elementary, 
middle, and high school buildings in 
DeKalb County have an Ambassador. 
The job of Ag Literacy Ambassadors 
is to share and promote information 
about ag literacy programs and 
resources to the other teachers in their 
buildings. They also distribute items 
like the farm fact calendars provided 
by Illinois Ag in the Classroom and 
books donated annually to school 
libraries.

To help them in their Ambassador 
role, Farm Bureau off ers a special 
workshop each fall. The workshop 

Emily Kielb creates a sculpture from 
cornstarch-based packing peanuts. Kielb 
teaches 5th grade at Brooks Elementary 
in DeKalb.

Also attending the Ag Ambassador workshop were (from left) Lisa Fleming, Indian Creek 
High School, Shabbona; Laurie Jacobsen, West Elem., Sycamore; Emily Butler, Indian 
Creek Middle School, Waterman; Monica Winckler, Dummer Elem., Sandwich; Pam 
Olson, Sycamore High School; Sandy Arndt, Genoa-Kingston Middle School; Barbara 
Benzinger, Kingston Elem.; Sue Pelikan, St. Mary School, DeKalb; and Monica Sartori, 
Haskin Elem., Sandwich.

Ambassadors serve as Ag Advocates

Seventeen Ag Literacy Ambassadors attended a workshop held at DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau in October. Shown are (from left): Emily Kielb, Brooks Elem., DeKalb; Kaki 
Johnson, Genoa Elem.; Joann Pardridge, Indian Creek Elem., Shabbona; Debbie Dorf, 
Cornerstone Christian Academy, Sycamore; Kara Christensen, Hiawatha Elem., Kirkland; 
Pam Bybee, Founders Elem., DeKalb; Vida Martin, Sandwich High School; and Joanie 
Novak, Littlejohn Elem., DeKalb.

highlights resources like the 
AgriLearning Kits and Ag Mags, 
and reviews programs such as Ag 
in the Classroom presentations and 
the Summer Ag Institute. Workshop 
participants also try out activities and 

discuss ways to address agricultural 
topics such as food safety and the 
environment. ■

AG LITERACY
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A glimpse of local history

Our Girl Donna
Her name is Donna, and she was the pride of the 

city of DeKalb. She replaced a huge honor-roll board 
and a World War I German siege gun, which was 
disassembled to be used in the war eff ort in 1942.  

She arrived in 1949 by railroad, resting at the city 
garage until an appropriate dedication ceremony could 
be planned. Donna is a 28,500-pound STUART M5 
tank that was used as a memorial to honor those who 
had served their country. 

Her resting place for many years was at the corner of Lincoln Highway and 
Fourth Street along the railroad tracks. She was secured through the Army and 
was shipped from Watervleit, New York.  

A concrete base was poured at the memorial site for Donna to rest her weary 
treads. Treads that were once manufactured in DeKalb at the Northern Illinois 
Corporation defense plant, in the former steel company Red Shop, at 435 East 
Locust Street. In October of 1949, the base had cured and was ready for Donna.

The dedication ceremony was held on Nov. 6, 1949. The men of the 
American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars participated in the event, 
which also included placing a bronze plaque and a fl ag pole at the dedication.

Mayor Frank W. Sohne and Attorney DeEstin Pasley spoke about what it 
means to have a memorial. “We have assembled here today to pay tribute 
to the memory of the brave young men of this community who made the 
supreme sacrifi ce in defense of the liberty and security of freedom-loving 
people everywhere.” Pasley added, “As this tank looms into the view of 
DeKalb’s citizens of this and succeeding generations, may it cause them to 
recall with respect and gratitude their heritage of American Freedom.”   

Donna has had an interesting stay 
in DeKalb. On Aug. 4, 1961, DeKalb 
experienced a train derailment at 
Lincoln Highway and Fourth Street. 
Donna was struck by a train car and 
moved out onto the highway, where she 
demolished a brand-new car. Then in 
1967, a group protesting the Vietnam 
War defaced Donna with yellow paint.  

More humiliation came in 1980 when 
it was decided to move the old Army 
tank and old downtown clock to a less 
conspicuous location, as the memorial 
to our fallen soldiers had become an 
“eye sore” to some city offi  cials. It 
took until 2002 before a location was 
established. Memorial Park, at the 

corner of Lincoln Highway 
and First Street, was chosen 
as the new resting place for 
Donna, where she has been 
ever since to honor those who 
died in defense of freedom.  

Who was Donna? It was 
tradition to name a tank 
after the tank commander’s 
wife, girlfriend, or mother. 
Donna’s real name was 
found when sandblasting off  
old paint in preparation to 
repaint her. Wife, girlfriend, 
or mother, we don’t know; 
but we do know she proudly 
stands for the freedom we all 
enjoy today.  ■Donna, a 28,500-pound STUART M5 tank, is shown at her dedication in November 1949 at the corner 

of Lincoln Highway and Fourth Street, DeKalb.

Donna now rests at Memorial Park, Lincoln Highway and First Street, 
DeKalb, to honor those who served our country.

Information provided by the Joiner History Room, DeKalb County Archives



November 2018    CONNECTIONS      31    

Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

Embracing the gap
Soon after Breanna Holbert, the 

2017-2018 National FFA President, 
gave her retiring address at the 
National FFA Convention in October, 
the video link was posted online. 
And then it was shared, widely. Upon 
seeing the link over and over again 
in my social media feed, I thought, 
“Wow. This must be good. I should 
take the time to watch it.”

At almost 23 minutes in length, it’s 
not a quick watch. But it’s worth it. 
Holbert’s speech was profound and 
inspiring. It made me think.

The overarching theme of her 
address was “embracing the gap.” By 
“gap,” she was referring to the things 
that make us diff erent. 

Oh, golly. Maybe you’ve noticed 
that the things which make us 
diff erent are really prominent these 
days. Diff erences in where we live, 
how we look, what we choose to 
eat, how we practice our faith, 
what we drive, how we dress, what 
news program we watch or listen 
to, what we believe, how we wear 
our hair… the list goes on and on. 
These diff erences—these gaps—have 
always existed, but now they are 
amplifi ed.

The amplifi cation seems to me to 
revolve partially around an epidemic 
of either/or thinking. Either you’re 

utterly right, or you’re completely 
wrong—there is no in between. 
Diff erences are presented as opposing 
forces. 

I see this constantly in the discourse 
about food and farming. According 
to some of the louder voices, either 
you care about the environment, 
or you care about profi t. Either 
you’re a vegetarian, or you eat 
meat and don’t care about animals. 
Either you are a “factory farm” or 
a “sustainable farm.” It’s as if we 
can’t possibly care about more than 
one thing simultaneously—like the 
environment AND staying profi table, 
meat as a tasty and nutritious 
food source AND animal welfare, 
or production effi  ciency AND 
sustainability.

Tribalism comes into play here, too. 
“Find your tribe,” folks say. What 
they mean is: fi nd the people you can 
relate to, who believe in the same 
things you believe in. Stick together 
and work to make your voices heard. 
It is, indeed, comforting to fi nd and 
associate with like-minded people. 
The problem arises when our sense of 
safety in the group leads us to think 
our ways are the only right ways, our 
beliefs are the only ones that are true 
and virtuous. Those other people? 
Those outsiders? They’re wrong. 
In fact, they’re not just wrong, they 
might be evil.

So in our daily associations we are 
constantly watchful for clues from 
the people around us. Are they like 
us? Or are they diff erent? Are they 

one of “those people?” If someone 
expresses concern about a food 
production practice, then obviously 
they are a clueless consumer who’s 
never been on a farm. If someone 
mentions support for fair treatment 
of migrant farm workers, they must 
not be in support of farmers. We are 
quick to sort people into boxes, and 
slow to listen—if we bother to pay 
attention at all. As soon as we hear 
a clue; as soon as we think we know 
where someone is coming from, we 
stop listening. Either they’re one of 
us, or they must be against us. If they 
are against us, we must work to make 
sure their voice isn’t heard.

And so the gap widens. We say 
things like, “I can’t understand why 
they would believe that,” or “How 
can they possibly think that is true?” 
But did we ask them? And if we did, 
did we truly listen to the answer? 
Did we try to understand? Did we 
embrace the gap?

You can watch Breanna Holbert’s 
speech at https://bit.ly/2RuPYWQ.  
I highly recommend it. ■

We are quick to sort people into 
boxes, and slow to listen—if we 
bother to pay attention at all.
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PRIME TIMERS

The Kishwaukee Brass Quintet 
(KBQ) returns to DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau on Monday, Dec. 3. They 
will feature Christmas songs from 
America’s greatest seasonal hits at 
1 p.m. in the Farm Bureau Theater.

Selections will include Andy 
Williams “It’s a Most Wonderful 
World,” Charlie Brown’s “Christmas 
Time is Here,” and “Holly and the 
Ivy.” Count on “Twelve Days of 
Christmas,” “Twas The Night Before 
Christmas” and “Silent Night” to stir 
your Christmas memories.

Musical pieces will be selected 
from KBQ’s 125 Canadian Brass style 
Christmas library. Handel’s famous 
“Hallelujah” Chorus will conclude the 
program.

Members of the KBQ include 
DeKalb’s Mark Baldin and Mark 
Roller, trumpet; Mark Robinson, 
french horn; John D. Smith, trombone; 
and Deb Shofner, tuba. John Smith is 
the manager and coordinator of the 
KBQ.

Their DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
appearance is one of 13 stops on their 
county Tis the Season tour. Various 
sponsors include Farny R. Wurlitzer 
Foundation, Mary E. Stevens Concert 

For the holidays, they are known as the Christmas Brass and are ready to perform 
Christmas selections for Farm Bureau members on Dec. 3. Members are welcome to 
attend and register soon for the Prime Timers luncheon. Brass members are (from left) 
John Smith, Mark Baldin, Deb Shofner, Mark Roller and Mark Robinson.

The Christmas Brass performs in December

and Lecture Fund, anonymous grants 
and venue hosts.  

Farm Bureau members are welcome 
to attend this musical performance. 
Prior to the performance, Prime 
Timers will enjoy a holiday lunch 
in the Farm Bureau Auditorium at 

12-noon. Lunch fee is $7 payable in 
advance at the Farm Bureau offi  ce, by 
Nov, 27. ■

Take a trip to Hawaii and other 
islands in this musical show by The 
Wacky Keys on Monday, Jan. 7, 
2019. This three-piece band plays a 
mixture of island music and pop hits 
from the ‘20s to the ‘60s.

A Trip to the Islands for Prime Timers
The band features Diane Norman 

on acoustic guitar, Mike Warfel on 
bass, and Dave “DK” Kolars on 
steel drum, guitar, mandolin and 
other strings. 

Farm Bureau members are 
welcome to attend this musical 
show at 1 p.m. in the Farm Bureau 
Theater on Jan. 7. Before the show 
at 12-noon is the Prime Timers 
luncheon. Lunch fee is $7 payable 
by Dec. 30 at the Farm Bureau 
offi  ce. ■

Mike Warfel, Diane Norman and 
Dave Kolars will entertain Prime 
Timers on Jan. 7, 2019 at Farm 
Bureau in a trip to the islands.

Holiday Donations
Each year at the December 

Prime Timers luncheon, members 
are asked to give a cash donation 
which goes to a local charity. For 
the fourth year, the Prime Timers 
Committee has selected the Meals 
on Wheels program.

At the Dec. 3 Prime Timers 
luncheon, Farm Bureau members 
will be asked for cash donations 
and the collected contributions 
will be taken to the Voluntary 
Action Center which provides 
home delivery of meals through 
the Meals on Wheels Program. 
The Meals on Wheels program is 
for DeKalb County residents, 60 
years or older, who receive meals 
delivered by volunteers in the 
community. ■
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Have you fi nished your holiday shopping yet? 
How did you pay for it?

A recent COUNTRY Financial Security Index survey 
revealed that 62 percent of Americans are paying for holiday 
gifts by taking money from savings, not making their normal 
contribution to savings, charging expenses to a credit card 
or borrowing money from friends. Yes, you read that right – 
borrowing from friends to pay for gifts.

How are you paying for all of those gifts?
• Credit card(s) - 31 percent
• Withdraw from savings - 18 percent
• Stop depositing money in savings - 12 percent
• Borrow from friends - 1 percent
Who overspends the most during the holidays? Men or women?
Well, it depends on who the gifts are for. The survey found women 

are more likely to overspend on gifts for their children, while men 
are more likely to overspend on gifts for themselves. Both men 
and women admit they overspend on food and vacations during the 
holiday season.

Tips to avoid overspending
First, create a budget and write it down – either on paper or in 

your favorite electronic device. Start by setting the total amount you 
plan to spend. Then, make a list of everyone you need to buy for and 
assign a dollar amount you plan to spend for each person. 

When you get a fi nal list and add up the cost of the planned 
purchases, see how that compares with the total you planned to spend. 
If you are over, take some simple steps to cut where you can. 

Review the list and make sure you really need to buy gifts for 
everyone on the list. Does an old high school friend who you haven’t 
seen for years really need a new coff ee mug? Do you really need to 
buy gift cards for all of your co-workers or could you simply bring in 
baked goods to share? 

Provided by COUNTRY Financial®
COUNTRY
How much money are you 
borrowing this season?

Look for lower cost options for gifts. 
Remember, it is the thought that counts, 
and your parents and grandparents 
probably wouldn’t want you to 
overspend on gifts for them.

Taking control of your fi nances will 
not only help you prepare for your future 
goals, it will also help make the holidays 
less stressful. When you are ready to 
discuss your fi nancial goals and a way 
to achieve them, we are ready to help. 
#TakeSimpleSteps

About the COUNTRY 
Financial® group 

The COUNTRY Financial group 
(www.countryfi nancial.com) serves 
about one million households and 
businesses throughout the United States 
and off ers a full range of fi nancial 
products and services from auto, home, 
business, farm and life insurance to 
retirement planning services, investment 
management and annuities. ■

www.countryfi nancial.com

1018-138
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Got books… about agriculture? If 
you’re in a school library in DeKalb 
County, you do! 

This year’s book donations to area 
schools bring the total donated to over 
100 titles since 2002. Ninety-nine 
books, three ag-related magazines, and 
eight videos, to be exact.

As always, local sponsors make 
the donations of ag-related children’s 
books possible. Agribusinesses, ag-
related organizations, and farm families 
step up each year to provide the funds 
needed to buy books which help to tell 
their story. Each donated book contains 
a label recognizing the sponsor or 
sponsors of that title.

This year’s sponsors recently gathered with 4th graders in the library at Jefferson 
Elementary in DeKalb to preview the new books. Shown are (clockwise, from left): 
Lauren Rosner, Natalie Waters of Bethany Animal Hospital, Jolie Ni, Donna Langford 
of DAAHA, Anthony Calin, Brian Tallman of AHW LLC in Somonauk, Jefferson 
Elementary Media Assistant Lois Miller, Kris Aves, John Holtz, Eric Lawler of Babson 
Farms, Fatima Mohommed, and Paul Schweitzer from the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Foundation. Mike & Lynn Martz of DeKalb also sponsored books this year.

The following titles were given to elementary and middle schools this 
year: “The Girl Who Thought in Pictures” by Julia Finley Mosca, “The Great 
American Dust Bowl” by Don Brown, “John Deere, That’s Who!” by Tracy 
Nelson Maurer, “John Deere’s Powerful Idea” by Terry Collins, “Planters & 
Cultivators” by Holly Dufek, and “A Seed is the Start” by Melissa Stewart.

Thirty-four schools benefi tted from this eff ort. Each library received titles 
appropriate to the grade levels within that building.  

A total of 174 books were distributed in October. Since 2002, nearly 3,300 
total items have been donated to school libraries. ■
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Named Endowment
($50,000+)
Allan & Ruth Aves
In Memory of Arden & Dorothy Baie
Tom & Joan Fenstermaker

Legacy Gift
($10,000-$49,999)
Allan & Ruth Aves
Babson Farms
Ken & Glennie Barshinger
Ed & Vicki Eggers
In Memory of Wilder & Martha Fay
GRAINGER 
Darwin & Melody Hall
In Memory of Albert O. Johnson
KishHealth System
Terry & Sherrie Martin
Andra Olson
In Memory of Charles H. Orr
The Schelkopf Family
Jim & Sue Walter
Bob & Norma Wildenradt & Family

Growing Acres
($1,000-$9,999)
A & P Grain Systems
America’s Farmers Grow Communities 
 Monsanto Fund
In Memory of Eddie Arndt
In Memory of Ralph & Irene Boesche
CHS – Rochelle
ComEd
Compeer Financial
Bill & Julenne Davey
Dayton & Old Elm Farms
DeKalb County COUNTRY Financial 
DeRaedt Seed
Doug & Nancy Dashner
Steve & Vickie Drendel
Vernon & Shirley Drendel
Enbridge Energy
Landon & Colleen Faivre
Vince & Jerilyn Faivre
In Memory of Roy Fenstermaker, Sr.
First National Bank
First State Bank
Joyce Gardner
Jack & Marcia Goodrich
In Memory of Lisa Boltz Hanson
Heartland Bank & Trust Co.
Robert & Ann Hutcheson
In Memory of Gordon & Janette Jones
KishHealth System

Growing Acres, continued
Ronald G. Klein
William, Bonnie & Robert Mullins
In Memory of 
 Dorothy & James Nolan, Jr.
Lyle & Marty Paul
Elvin & Betty Plapp
In Memory of Richard E. Pitstick
Roy & Janet Plote
Marjorie Rasmussen
Paul & Connie Rasmussen
In Memory of Robert Schweitzer
Paul & Mary Schweitzer
Robert & Jo Ann Skabo
In Memory of Kenneth Stoddard
In Memory of Bob Twombly
In Memory of Beverly & Archie Tuntland
Mark & Christina Tuttle
In Memory of Tom Warren
In Memory of Bob & Helen Willrett
M. Nadine Zimmerman

The Giving Field
($200-$500 Annually)
Jerry & Sue Bemis
Berkeley & Lindsay Boehne
Boehne Farms
Mark & Rhodora Collins
Adele deWerff Stevens
Ben Drake & Megan Carrier
Scott & Tara Drake
Ray Heinisch
Dan & Jennifer Hoffman
Yvonne Johnson
Tracy & Beth Jones
Dan & Maylan Kenney
Ray & Carol Larson
Greg & Marci Millburg
Bob & Mary Pritchard
Carol Quinn
Trent & Elizabeth Sanderson
Roger & Caryl Steimel
Jim & Marcia Stoddard
Jamie & Kristen Walter
Hank & Jan Wassmann
Jim & Mariam Wassmann

Cultivating Paths
(General Fund)
Stacey & Karlene Dolder
James K. & Loretta M. Hipple Family
Ray & Carol Larson
Monsanto (DonateWell)
Don Mosher
Joseph & Margaret Pasteris
Berni Schelkopf
Dave & Peggy Vaughan
Dr. Suzanne Willis

Tom & Joan Fenstermaker 
Ag in The Classroom Fund
Brian Bend
Jo Cessna
Dayton & Old Elm Farms
Ellen Engstrom 
Mike & Becky Hardt
Lawrence & Mary Potter
In Memory of Bob Twombly
Waterman Lions Club
In Memory of David A. Yaeger

DeKalb County SWCD Fund
Barry & Kris Aves
Daniel & Karen Hamingson
Gary & Mary Leonard
Janet Miller
Beth K. White

Scholarship Fund
ComEd
Elsie Sanford

Memorial Fund
William Heinrich Memorial
Norman Johnson Memorial
Betty Plapp Memorial
Caryl Steimel Memorial
Bob Twombly Memorial
David A. Yaeger Memorial

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation for Agriculture Donors - 2018

FOUNDATION

Thank You!
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• Photo contest is open to local, 
amateur photographers.

• Take photographs of any DeKalb 
County barns and other farm 
buildings like corn cribs and sheds. 
They do not need to be buildings 
that you own. 

Best of Barns Photo Contest
Snap a photo of a barn and enter our photo contest.

• Photos may include the entire 
structure, interior shots, or closer 
pictures of the buildings attributes.

• Make sure your camera or 
smartphone is set to the highest 
resolution for quality and your 
photo is sent at its original size. 
The submitted photo must be the 
photographer’s original work.

• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@
dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief 
description of the barn’s location 
and the city you are from.

• Each month a winning photo 
will be chosen and published in 
CONNECTIONS magazine. ■

A Foggy Farmstead
Photo by Blanche Madsen

Blanche Madsen’s love for barns started at a young age. She grew up on a farm and has now 
retired with her husband on a farmette south of Hinckley. The creeping, morning fog in the photo 
caused Blanche to stop and snap a picture of this barn on East Sandwich Road in rural Hinckley. 
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Celebrate the best of Nashville and Memphis in a 
spring trip to Music City and Home of the Blues.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau and American Classic 
Tours present the Music Road Trip, March 22-28, 
2019. Registration is currently being accepted.

Nashville highlights include: 2-night stay at 
Opryland Hotel & Resort; guided tour of Nashville 
including Music Row featuring recording studios, 
homes of music stars; Parthenon; Ryman Auditorium; 
Country Music Hall of Fame private session with 
songwriter; Grand Ole Opry Show. 

Memphis highlights include: 3-night stay at the new Guest House at 
Graceland Hotel; platinum tour of Elvis Presley’s home, grave site, aircraft, 
cars; guided tour of Memphis showcasing Sun Studios, downtown; Peabody 
Hotel Duck March; Rock and Soul Museum; Gibson guitar factory tour.

Also featured is the Shiloh National Military Park, St. Louis Art Museum 

Music Road: Nashville to 
Memphis Trip in March

Club Arcada is one of the most 
exclusive entertainment experiences 
in the Midwest, re-living the glory 
days of The Roaring Twenties in 
Chicago! 

Located on the third fl oor of the 
historic Arcada Theatre in St. Charles, 
its décor, period music and dining 
resonates with the speakeasy era. 
Get ready to enjoy Club Arcada with 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau on 
Thursday evening, Feb. 21, 2019.

Guests begin the evening by 
entering through a secret door located 
in the library next to a 1920s shoeshine 
stand. On your left will be the 
Prohibition Lounge, a quiet “getaway” 
from the party. Then you will see 
Louis Armstrong’s Speakeasy Bar, a 
copper and bronze room fl anked by 
a 48-star fl ag from the 1933 World’s 
Fair in Chicago, a 125-year-old cash 
register and 100-year-old beer taps. 

Come clubbing with 
us at speakeasy

TRIPS

is $66 per person and includes motor 
coach transportation, Club Arcada 
dinner and music. Motor coach 
departs Farm Bureau at 5:15 p.m.

Registration opens Monday, 
Dec. 3 beginning at 8 a.m at the 
Farm Bureau offi  ce. Call 815-756-
6361 and make a credit card payment 
or visit the Farm Bureau offi  ce 
and pay by check or credit card. A 
limited number of spaces is available. 
Remaining spaces will be sold at the 
Prime Timers luncheon 
at 11 a.m. ■

and Gateway Arch, among other 
attractions, plus meals.

For a detailed itinerary visit the 
Farm Bureau offi  ce. Cost is $2,698 
per person double occupancy. ■

Continue walking, on your 
right is Charlie Chaplin’s 
“Little Tramp” Room, where 
you will see a fi ve-foot 1908 
shutter camera and original 
spotlights and stage lights 
from 1926-era Arcada Theatre. 
Then you will enter the “Fred 
& Ginger” Room, the main 
showroom, breathtaking and 
intimate, with a professional dance 
fl oor, muraled walls, an exquisite 
thousand-crystal chandelier and 
priceless antiques. 

Club Arcada will provide Farm 
Bureau members with an Italian dinner 
buff et and musical entertainment by 
the Nick Pontarelli Band. The band 
has made their mark on the Chicago 
music scene with a fresh take on all 
the greats including Frank Sinatra, 
Dean Martin, Frankie Valli, Bobby 
Darin, Neil Diamond and more.  

Cost of this speakeasy experience 

The Nick Pontarelli Band will entertain Farm Bureau 
members at Club Arcada on Feb. 21.
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Farm Economic Summit in DeKalb
Great crops in many parts of the state this year, along with Market Facilitation 

Payments on soybeans, are helping to support incomes in 2018. Looking 
forward, the story of Illinois agriculture will continue to be one of managing 
volatility and fi nancial stress.

Producers and landowners continue to face a series of diffi  cult management 
challenges in this highly volatile economic environment. 

What is the prospect for a recovery in grain prices? Should cash rents be 
lower? And if so, how much? What strategies can be used to weather the current 
tough times? 

The University of Illinois Extension and members of the farmdoc team from 
the Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics will be holding 
a series of fi ve Illinois Farm Economic Summit meetings to help producers 
navigate these diffi  cult times.

Speakers from the farmdoc team will explore the 2019 outlook for crop and 
livestock prices, the farm profi tability outlook and management challenges, the 
next farm bill, and prospects for farmland values.

Locally, a Summit will be held on Thursday, Dec. 20 in DeKalb at Faranda’s.  
The Summit runs from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. Registration fee is $80 in advance 

or $90 at the door. Fee includes materials, 
refreshments and lunch.

To register online go to: www.regonline.
com/IFeS 2018. ■

News provided by offi ces in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture

Wee Naturalists – Winter 
Animals in December

The Wee Naturalists nature 
program is for children ages 
5-6 years old and meets the fi rst 
Saturday of the month from now 
until May. Each month features 
a diff erent theme that includes a 
lesson, a related story, a craft and a 
hike in Russell Woods.  

The Dec. 1 theme is Winter 
Animals. Each child needs to be with 
an adult or guardian for the program.

The program runs from 10:30-
11:30 a.m. at the Russell Woods 
Natural Resource Education Center 
(NREC) in Genoa. The cost of the 
program is $5 per child for each 
Saturday they attend.

There is a limit of 15 children. So, 
register early to secure your spot. 
For more information contact the 
Extension offi  ce or the NREC at 
815-784-2000. ■
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*Program 36238: $500 Bonus Cash offer exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. Offer is valid through 1/2/2019 for the 
purchase or lease of an eligible new 2018/2019 model year Ford vehicle. Program 36696: Additional $500 Conquest Bonus Cash offer exclusively for active Farm Bureau 
members valid for a purchase or lease of an eligible new 2018/2019 model year Ford vehicle.  Offer is valid 10/15/18 through 1/2/19. Customer must have a registered 
1995 or newer non-Ford/Lincoln/Mercury vehicle in their name for at least 30 days, to be eligible for this additional $500 incentive.  Not available on Shelby GT350®, 
Shelby® GT350R, Mustang BULLITT, Ford GT, Focus RS, F-150 Raptor and F-150 Diesel. This offer may not be used in conjunction with most other Ford Motor Company 
private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Limit one Bonus Cash and Conquest offer per vehicle purchase or lease. Visit 
FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Ford Dealer for qualifications and complete details. For Dealers please claim #36238 for Farm Bureau Program and 
#36696 for additional $500 Conquest Bonus Cash in Smart VINCENT.

FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com

FORD SUPER DUTY®

FARM BUREAU MEMBERS GET

$500 BONUS CASH*

+$500 CONQUEST CASH*

BUY NOW, SAVE NOW. 
UP TO $1,000. 

23450_FD_FB_8.5x11_edit_pdf_r3.indd   1 10/8/18   12:24 PM

Dealership Name

Address

City, State, ZIP

Phone Number(s), Website

Visit these local Ford dealers or DeKalb County Farm Bureau for more information.
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2019 Calendars available to members 
Stop by the Farm Bureau offi  ce and pick up a free 2019 DeKalb County Farm 

Bureau wall calendar. Choose between a calendar which features an assortment 
of “Barns” or the “Antique Tractors” calendar showcasing several vintage 
tractors, while supplies last.

Farm Bureau members are limited to one calendar per membership. ■

Member Benefi ts
Discount tickets for Santa’s Village

For the holidays, create family memories at Santa’s Village, Nov. 23-25 and 
weekends Dec. 1-16. There are plenty of rides, entertainment, an evening light 
show, holiday shopping, special treats and more!

Check out these events: Nov. 23 – 
Winter Camp (advance registration 
required); Dec. 1-2 – Breakfast with 
Santa (advance registration required); 
Dec. 8-9 – Holiday Craft Show; 
Dec. 15-16 – Sleigh Rides.

Discount tickets are available at the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau offi  ce 
for $17.25.■

Recycle holiday lights
The DeKalb County Farm 

Bureau offi  ce is one of the 
drop-off  sites for the holiday 
lights recycling program being 
sponsored by the DeKalb County 
Health Department. 

All string lights and extension 
cords will be accepted. Lights can 
be dropped off  at Farm Bureau, 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m., Nov. 26, 2018-Feb. 1, 
2019. 

For more information please 
call the Health Department, 
815-748-2408. ■

DeKalb County Plat Books
The 2018 DeKalb County Land Atlas and 

Plat Book is available to purchase from the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau. 

This newest edition, published by Rockford 
Map Publishers, can be purchased for $25 
(members) or $50 (non-members) at the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau offi  ce.

Stop by the Farm Bureau offi  ce to 
pick up a new plat book. ■

Farm Bureau Night 
at Rockford Ice Hogs

Join Farm Bureaus from Northern 
Illinois at the Rockford Ice Hogs 
game at the BMO Harris Bank 
Center on Saturday, Feb.16, 2019.

The game starts at 6 p.m. against 
the Iowa Wild. Doors open at 5 p.m.  
The cost per ticket is $15 (savings 
of $5).  

Call the Winnebago-Boone Farm 
Bureau at 815-962-0653 if you 
have any questions or to order your 
tickets by Monday, Jan. 28, 2019. ■
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