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WE NEED YOUR HELP!
We are growing  

our service business  

and need quality  

applicators to  

fill the need. 

WHAT YOU’LL BE DOING
The Applicator 1 position primarily  
operates commercial sprayer or floater 
machines for the purpose of applying crop 
inputs to producer fields according to  
recommended rates, procedures and  
following all pesticide labels. 

WHAT WE BRING  
TO THE TABLE
 
 Work with the best group of people on  
 earth, “The American Farmer”
 
 In house training and development  
 opportunities
 
 
 Additional opportunities for growth
 
 Competitive wages and generous benefits  
 package with insurance, pension and  
 401k contributions

INTERESTED?  
Send resume to jobs@conservfs.com or  
visit www.conservfs.com for more information
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Winter Wonders
Do you remember the extreme sub-zero temperatures 

a few weeks ago? Well I sure do. 
It is times like this that I really appreciate my fellow 

farmers that are working out in the elements to tender 
their livestock, keep the equipment running and 
repairing machinery in harsh conditions. It is also times 
like this that I realize the benefits of modern agriculture 
and how animal conditions have improved over the 
years with climate-controlled buildings and indoor 
water supplies that don’t freeze.   

Of course we still have to deal with snow removal – 
that hasn’t change a lot over the years. I realize modern 
equipment may help, but at times you still need a 
shovel and a strong back.  

But what can I say? Winter is here. And despite the 
grumbling, there are some positive things that snow 
and cold weather bring to agriculture.

Take snow, for instance. It is a great insulator. And 
if you have winter wheat you beg for snow cover 
when the sub-zero weather hits. Snow helps insulate 

On the cover: 
Eric and Micah Duvick, Sandwich

the young dormant wheat plant that is struggling to live 
during a winter freeze.

Then there is the deep freeze that sometimes last for 
weeks. Well, believe it or not, it helps to reduce pests and 
diseases for the upcoming season. It may even help reduce 
some of those mosquitos we all complain about in the 
summer. 

A heavy winter also helps recharge the soil and provides 
needed moisture for the next growing season. 

Yes, we can complain about the Illinois winters. But for 
this farmer, I understand the benefits and keep thinking we 
are one day closer to spring. ■
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Calendar
FEBRUARY
Feb. 21
Club Arcada Trip 
Arcada Theatre, St. Charles 
5:15 p.m. Depart from FB

Feb. 25
DCFB Annual Meeting 
For M voting members 
8 a.m.

MARCH 
March 4
Black Tie Trio 
Prime Timers Program 
12-Noon 
$7, Register by Feb. 26

March 8
Deadline for FB Senior Scholarships

March 14
National Ag Day

March 20
The Convertibles Trip 
White Fence Farm, Romeoville 
9 a.m. Depart from FB

APRIL 
April 1
The Best of Billie Holiday 
By Mardra Thomas 
Prime Timers Program 
12-Noon 
$7, Register by March 26

Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture  
unless otherwise noted. For most meeting  
reservations contact the DeKalb County  
Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361.

Follow us!
	 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine 

www.CultivateConnections.org

Farm Bureau Main Site 
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org

Foundation for Agriculture 
www.PlantALegacy.org

Ag Literacy 
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
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Keeping warm in winter
This month isn’t my favorite. Probably because it’s 

another month of winter and I’m ready for spring. 
February always seems like such a long month when it’s 
actually the shortest. 

In my mind, this February gets such a bad rap based on 
coming off a cold and brutal January. During those days 
of sub-zero temperatures I found myself feeling grateful 
for my warm office and home. But then my thoughts 
turned to livestock farmers and farm animals. 

There are no “snow days” or days off for farmers who must take care of their animals. 
And winter can be extremely difficult for both farmers and animals. It’s been years since 
we’ve raised cattle but I remember the struggles in winter.

Cattle can’t slip on a warm coat or extra layers like we can to keep warm. Cattle need 
shelter, extra feed and plenty of fresh water to withstand frigid temperatures. 

A barn or shed offers shelter and protects cattle from harsh wind and temperatures. Dry, 
clean bedding keeps cattle warm and insulated. A cow can tolerate much colder weather 
than we can based on their body temperature and thick hide. 

Cattle need to be well fed in the winter with extra nutrients, feed and hay. Feed gives 
cattle energy which produces body heat and helps maintain their core temperature.

Cattle need water to keep them hydrated. The problem is that some water sources can 
freeze or may be impossible to get to because of snow. Tank heaters help keep water from 
freezing and ensure a regular water supply.

Farmers do their best to keep their livestock healthy and happy even in the worst of 
winter days. And when the temperature gets above freezing both are much happier. ■

Find the snowflake and win!
Let’s see if you can find the snowflake 

(resembling the one above) in this month’s 
issue of our magazine and be eligible to 
win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-756-
6361, by Feb.28 for your chance to win. 

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact 
description of the location of the snowflake 
on that page. You will also need to include 
your name, address and phone number in 
the email.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the snowflake 
contest was Stephanie Lane of Sycamore. 
The snowflake was hidden on page 13 
in the upper left hand corner of the cow 
photo, in the January CONNECTIONS. ■

On Prairie Drive
   Mariam Wassmann, Editor
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By the
 NUMBERS

Plunging Temperatures
There are some records not worth breaking. That’s the case with record low temperatures throughout 
Illinois this winter. According to the National Weather Service, DeKalb County reached -26° F  in January. 
This was one degree warmer than the county record of -27° F set in 1985.

This winter’s temperatures have made DeKalb County colder than Antarctica, Alaska, and the North Pole!

So, how do frigid temperatures affect agriculture? Livestock farmers braved these arctic temperatures to 
care for their animals by providing shelter, feed, water and comfort.
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Agriculture in the Spotlight
Agriculture is part of our everyday 

lives – from the food we eat to the 
clothes we wear. This week FFA 
members will celebrate the role 
agriculture plays in our lives while 
sharing agricultural education as part 
of National FFA Week.

National FFA Week, Feb. 16-23, 
is a time for FFA members to host a 
variety of activities to raise awareness 
about FFA and agriculture. FFA 
Chapters in DeKalb County have 
several events planned. 

Grain Show & Auction 
Hiawatha FFA
Advisor: Josh Dodge  
President: Emma Carlson

The Hiawatha FFA hosted their 
81st Grain Show and Auction this 
year. This is the longest running 
grain show in the state of Illinois. 
The grain show encourages students 
to compete in different categories 
such as grain, arts and crafts, 
baked goods and produce. Local 
farmers judge the show entries 
and determine the best in show. 
The students take great pride in 
their projects. The auction runs on 
donations from local businesses 
that support the FFA. The Auction 
is Hiawatha FFA’s only fundraiser 
which attracts 100 visitors and over 
40 donors. ■

The Grain Show and Auction is Hiawatha FFA’s sole fundraiser which attracts over 
100 people each year and generates funds for their programs.

The theme of this year’s National 
FFA Week is “Just One”. Keeping 
with the theme, Farm Bureau asked 
each FFA chapter to share “Just One” 
of their programs which may be new, 
unique, or traditional for their FFA. 

Hiawatha FFA members take pride in their annual Grain Show and Auction. Shown are 
(from left) Travis Haak, Wyatt Exner, Ethan Hoffman, Emma Carlson, and Chloe Block.
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Ag Camp
Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich FFA
Advisors: Andrea Farrier, Sarah Landers 
President: Avery Plote

Over the summer the Somonauk-
Leland-Sandwich FFA chapter hosts 
a summer Agriculture Camp for 
approximately 60 elementary students 
ranging in age from first through third 
grade. It is open to students from the 
towns of Somonauk, Leland, and 
Sandwich. Ag Camp usually runs 
for three days and includes multiple 
activities to educate the children on 
the huge spectrum that agriculture 
encompasses. Some activities have 
included: a petting zoo, demonstration 
on fire safety, making various foods and 
crafts, and teaching fun camp songs. A 
great time is always had by both FFA 
members and children attending. ■

Children enjoy attending the three-day summer Ag Camp hosted and led by the 
Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich FFA. Most of the fun activities are centered around 
agriculture. Jacob Meyer is shown leading one of the activities.

Greenhouse Projects 
Genoa-Kingston FFA
Advisor: Toni Gabriel 
President: Raven Ruchti

Genoa-Kingston High School 
has an attached greenhouse that 
allows the FFA chapter to do year-
round projects. They utililize the 
greenhouse for activities such as 
growing turfgrass in their current unit 
in the landscape design & turfgrass 
management course. They also have 
tower gardens, and these give them a 
hydroponic take on plant production. 
Most days you find the door open 
and students moving in and out to do 
projects for their classes. ■

The Genoa-Kingston greenhouse is filled with plants and plenty of activities for students  
in horticulture and other classes. A few months ago the greenhouse contained poinsettias.
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Royal Orchard 
Hinckley-Big Rock FFA 
Advisor: Tracey Sanderson 
President: Jarred Jungels 

The overall goal of the Royal 
Orchard and Squashing Out Hunger 
program is to provide students with 
a hands-on learning environment, 
which will help them to understand 
how research and production occurs 
in horticulture/orchard production. 
The result of this work will provide 
an opportunity for students to then 
extend a service project by giving 
back to the community with the fruit/
squash that is produced. Applying 
orchard management practices also 
links students to local agricultural 
industries. Hinckley-Big Rock FFA’s 
community service program provides 
fruits and vegetables to local food 
pantries. ■

Indian Creek FFA members Brian Muetze, Cade Bauer and Logan Bend lead one of the 
Next Generation Agriculture programs at Indian Creek Elementary.

Next Generation Ag
Indian Creek FFA
Advisor: Julie Vlosak 
President: Kayla McCormick

Next Generation Agriculture 
(NGA) is a program Indian Creek 
FFA hosts after school for 80 
elementary-aged students to teach 
them about the agriculture industry. 
They host one session each month 
and the kids rotate through stations 
that relate to that month’s topic. Each 
station is led by high school members 
from all grades. The NGA program is 
a great way for kids in the community 
to expand their knowledge about 
agriculture and even grow interest for 
a future in the FFA organization and 
the agriculture industry. ■

Agriculture in the Spotlight continued

Hinckley-Big Rock FFA members make 
apples out of wool for a display as a 
connection to their apple orchard. Shown 
are members (from left) Hope Larson, 
Tori Prellberg and Gabe Oeters. The Royal 
Orchard was established two years ago.



February 2019    CONNECTIONS      7    

Family Ag Night 
Sycamore FFA
Advisors: Kara Poynter, Brandie Burgess 
President: Hanna Diehl

Family Ag Night is one event 
Sycamore FFA is really proud of. 
The FFA works with the Sycamore 
Chamber of Commerce, local farmers, 
and the Farm Bureau to share the 
importance of agriculture with 
the community. The event, part of 
Tuesdays on the Town, occurs every 
September in downtown Sycamore 
where visitors awe at the site of 
a combine, tractor, ATVs, sheep, 
horses, calves, rabbits, and so much 
more. Sycamore FFA members 
share their livestock and machinery 
projects on this special evening. They 
enjoy teaching the community the 
importance of food and farming. This 
September will be Sycamore FFA’s 4th 
year organizing the event. ■

Sycamore FFA brings a variety of ag-related things to the Family Ag Night in downtown 
Sycamore to show the community the importance of agriculture in our county. Hanna 
Diehl (left) is pictured with one of the sheep at Ag Night.

Vet Tech
DeKalb FFA 
Advisor: Sarah Peterson 
President: Trevor Yaeger

One of the most popular things DeKalb 
FFA does in their Animal Science class 
is their Vet Tech unit, concluding with 
practicing skills on live “patients.”  They 
get many students with a strong interest 
in pursuing animal science careers and 
they love the opportunity to get hands on 
with animals during class. After learning 
about all portions of a physical exam, 
students practice these skills on animals 
in class. They practice proper restraint 
and handling, taking vital signs, and 
looking for signs of general health. They 
practice on both small and large animals. 
These hands-on skills are the ones that 
students remember and hopefully take 
with them into future careers. ■

DeKalb FFA member and Animal Science student Maddie Clark (center) practices 
restraint and handling of both small and large animals while classmates take down 
vital signs.
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Roses and Thorns
Did you know farmers account for less than two percent of the 

American population? We’re a minority and we’re getting smaller, not 
larger, and with that come some challenges. 

When my oldest kids were younger (they’re now in high school) we’d 
play a game called “Roses and Thorns” during our evening meal. Each 
person gathered around the table shared a highlight from their day (their 
rose) and a challenge they experienced (their thorn). It brought us closer 
and we would celebrate the positives and work together for a solution to 
the negatives.  

I’ve shared some of the roses of agriculture in recent articles. Stories 
about cooking with my farmer grandmother, the cozy farm to table 
movement sweeping our nation. It’s absolutely true – farming can be a 
great way to raise a family and can be a rewarding career.

But, just as you may have suspected, every rose has its thorn. Life in 
agriculture can be quite thorny.

Inheritance taxes and laws can make it difficult for families to pass the 
farm down to the next generation. That is, if the next generation wants to 
farm. Tough times make some question if farming is the right choice for 
them. Then again, advancements in technology have been enticing some 

of the college kids back to the 
farm after graduation.

It’s a double-edged sword.
Those very improvements in 

technology that interest the next 
generation of farmers make an 

immediate impact in our farm life, too. Though apps and computers can 
be valuable tools for crunching data or forecasting inputs, it also means  
higher costs of equipment and maintenance. 

For years farmers notoriously fixed their own equipment and they did 
so with pride. Nowadays, there are computers and technology that either 
require us to purchase additional equipment to service our equipment, or 
hire someone from the outside to make repairs. It adds up.

What were once fields of corn and soybeans or land with cattle grazing 
in pastures, have become strip malls and parking lots. We lose three acres 
of farmland per minute in America. (Source: American Farmland Trust). 

As urban sprawl continues, the land available for farmers to raise 
livestock and crops dwindles. Scarcity makes it nearly impossible for a 
“new” farmer to start from scratch or with very little land.

A lot of farming is out of our hands or control.
Then there’s Mother Nature. She’s a fickle one, isn’t she?  

Deanne Frieders

the

Deanne Frieders is a farm woman from 
rural Waterman who raises four kids and a 
dog, constantly cooks, blogs, and helps her 
husband with the family grain farm.

While everyone was appreciating the 
mild December weather here in Northern 
Illinois, farmers were getting nervous. 
We’re at the mercy of a good winter 
freeze to help combat insects later in the 
year and for the soil nutrients to replenish.

Now you might be thinking, “Why the 
heck does anyone farm then?” Chances 
are, a farmer has asked him/herself the 
same question once or twice.

But if you haven’t noticed, farmers are 
a resilient bunch. 

This time of year is when we analyze 
our data, crunch the numbers and make 
cuts where we can. We buckle down to 
ride things out until markets change or the 
tides turn a bit.

I can’t speak for everyone, but 
personally, I can tell you we farm as a 
family because we believe in it. 

We love it. 
We strive to be good stewards of the 

land, our fields, and our crops  –  thorns 
and all. ■

Every rose has its thorn. Life in 
agriculture can be quite thorny.
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What’s that THING? EAR TAGS
Driving past a pasture you see cattle grazing in the 

distance. You notice that each animal has something 
colorful hanging from one or both ears. Wait a minute. 
Do cows wear earrings?

Yes—sort of. Cattle and other livestock including 
goats and sheep commonly wear ear tags. These 
colorful plastic tags are used as a way to identify each 
animal.

Tag color, location in left or right ear, numbers, and 
letters work like a code. Based on the code, the farmer 
can quickly tell important information about an animal, 
such as:

• Year of birth
• Individual identification number or name
• Sex (bull or heifer)
• Place of birth
Farmers develop a tag system that works best for 

their farm.

On this beef feedlot, the cattle are tagged based on the results of 
an ultrasound. The ultrasound measures backfat and marbling. 
Each tag color indicates the optimal time to ship the animals to 
market. The yellow ear tags on these animals mean they will be 
ready to ship at the same time.

Heifers and cows on this dairy farm are tagged with the last four 
digits of their 15-digit RFID (radio frequency ID) number. The RFID, or 
electronic ID, is a button-shaped tag (not visible in this photo) placed 
inside the ear. RFID tags can be scanned with a special reader. Each 
animal has a unique RFID number, which allows the farmer to keep 
computerized records of her milk production. This cow’s tag also 
includes her name, “Kiwi.” ■

As you can tell from her tag, “Ruby” is the name of this beef calf. On 
this farm, purple or pink ID tags are used for heifer calves, and blue for 
bull calves. The octagonal yellow tag is a fly repellent tag.

Cracking the EAR TAG code
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Jo Cessna and Rachel Koroscik teach classes on 
healthy eating, healthy cooking and healthy lifestyles 
at the Leishman Center at Kishwaukee Hospital. 

February is the perfect month to take care of your heart.  
Emotionally and physically. 

Valentine’s Day and the American Heart Association honor this 
month to remind us of the importance of a healthy lifestyle that 
supports healthy hearts. 

Exercise as simple as a nice walk daily. Diet that does not include 
processed foods. Spending time with loved ones and/or pets. Stress 
reduction. These are all key factors. 

So take a look at your lifestyle and see what simple changes you 
can make. Ask a friend to take a walk then share a simple meal 
together. Find some quiet to clear your mind and take notice of the 
beauty and peace of nature. Tell your loved ones how much they 
mean to you.

Chocolate is not only a go-to Valentine’s ingredient, it offers 
health benefits as well. Studies conclude that chocolate can improve 
memory, lower blood pressure and cholesterol, boost immune health 
and have a positive effect on mood. The key to this exciting news is 
only dark chocolate has positive results.

When selecting chocolate look for a minimum of 70% cacao 
concentration. Cacao is bitter so manufacturers offset it with milk 
solids and sugar but acquiring a taste for the slightly bitter flavor of 
dark chocolate is worth it not only health wise but you will savor its 
flavor longer not eating as much. Cacao contains a bliss chemical 
called therombine, makes you feel good and fall in love.

When using cocoa powder use natural as it has more flavonols than Dutch process 
which is a process to neutralize the acid lowering the nutritional benefits. Add a 
tablespoon of cocoa powder to your next batch of chili – it will deepen the flavor 
and add a powerful nutrition boost.

On the following page are two delicious recipes to use your dark chocolate.
                                                                                                                          Jo Cessna

Colorful foods help heart health
Heart disease is the leading cause of death in America. About 92 million people in 

the U.S. have some form of heart/cardiovascular disease which is about 29 percent 
of the population.  

Food choices have a big impact on your heart’s health, even if you have other 
risk factors. The best way to get all the vitamins, minerals, antioxidants and 
phytonutrients you need is to eat a variety of colorful fruits and veggies. 

Check your plate for each of the five main color groups:  
• Red and Pink: Beets, cherries, cranberries, tomatoes, and red potatoes 
• Blue and Purple: Blackberries, blueberries, red cabbage, red onions, figs and 

grapes
• Yellow and Orange: Acorn squash, apricots, cantaloupes, carrots, yams, and 

oranges 
• White and Brown: Bananas, cauliflower, currants, mushrooms, onions, turnips
• Green: Asparagus, avocado, broccoli, brussel sprouts, peas, spinach, limes, kiwis.

Challenge yourself to try new recipes and foods. You just might be pleasantly 
surprised at how much you enjoy them.

                                                                         Peggy Marchini, MPH, RDN, CDE

Heart Healthy Lifestyle

Healthy Eating Classes
March 5

Managing Your Blood Pressure  
with DASH Eating Plan, 10-11a.m.

March 6
Seniors Connect & Cook 

10-12 noon

March 12 & 13
Healthy Boot Camp 

10-12 noon

March 20
Kids Can Cook: 

Homemade Snack Bars 
4:30 p.m.

March 27
Practicing Mindfulness in the Kitchen 

6-7 p.m.

March 28
Cooking with 5 Ingredients or Less 

10-11 a.m.

To register for classes: 
www.Kish-calendar.nm.org

or call 815-748-8962. ►

FAMILY HEALTH
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FAMILY HEALTH

Chocolate and Fruit Cups  
Fill 12 mini muffin pan papers with an assortment of dried 
fruit, nuts, granola or seeds.

Melt 1 cup dark chocolate (70% or higher cacao content).

Spoon chocolate over filled cups sealing to the edges. If 
desired decorate with coconut, nuts or seeds.

Refrigerate to harden (in cool weather they are shelf stable).

For berry season use fresh berries in place of the dried 
fruit. Store cups in the refrigerator.

Recipes by Jo Cessna

Avocado Chocolate Pudding
1 ripe avocado
½ ripe banana 
¼ cup natural cocoa powder (not Dutch processed)
¼ cup maple syrup
¼ cup favorite milk (I like to use coconut milk it provides a rich flavor)
1 teaspoon vanilla extract

1. Place peeled and pitted avocado in a food processor or blender.
 Add the remaining ingredients.

2. Puree until smooth.  

3. Taste and adjust texture. This will depend on the ripeness of the banana, 
how sweet and balanced the flavor is. Add extra milk if needed for a 
creamier texture.

4. Makes 2 servings, 1 ¼ cup each.

Avocado Chocolate Pudding
  Chocolate and Fruit Cups

Chocolate is not only a go-to Valentine’s ingredient, it offers health benefits as well. 
Studies conclude that chocolate can improve memory, lower blood pressure and 

cholesterol, boost immune health and have a positive effect on mood. The key to this 
exciting news is only dark chocolate has positive results. ■
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Q: How are cattle farmers educated and trained on animal 
practices, food safety and quality?

A: I am certified through the Beef Quality Assurance 
program, with principles of best management practices 
and safe operating procedures designed to meet U.S. 
food production standards.

Roy Plote is a sixth generation farmer from 
Leland. He farms with his brother, raising 
beef cattle, corn, soybeans, wheat and hay. 
Roy and his wife have two sons.

Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) is an education program for farmers 
that ultimately strives to insure safe and wholesome beef and milk 
products for consumers. Nearly every state has a BQA program. It is a 
voluntary program, however, some cattle buyers are requiring farmers 
to have BQA certification.

My first BQA certification event was at Blackhawk Community 
College five years ago. The focus then was more toward cow-calf 
producers. They have the challenge of starting young animals by 
building their immunity, maintaining growth potential and overall herd 
health. Then it’s our job as feedlot producers to continue herd health as 
we feed cattle for market.

BQA covers these main topics: 1) Vaccine and drug practices,  
2) Implant management, 3) Feed management, 4) Carcass quality, 
5) Cow and bull quality, 6) Handling facility, 7) Transportation,  
8) Biosecurity, 9) Sick or non-ambulatory animals, 10) Animal and 
Premise ID, and 11) Recordkeeping.

Much of the information covered thru BQA is considered obvious to 
most cattle producers. The principles are based on best management 
practices and standard operating procedures designed to meet U.S. food 
production standards. 

Carcass quality issues affect the value of the meat. Injection sites 
for vaccines, other than the neck, are discouraged. Meat marbling can 
be affected by using the wrong implant at the wrong time. Improper 
energy intake levels from the feed affects the carcass quality as does a 
poor or missing vaccination/deworming program.  

Handling facilities make a difference in beef production and come in 
all shapes and sizes. Smaller producers have a harder time justifying 
expensive equipment for a few head of beef. So, sharing or borrowing 
of a squeeze chute/head gate can be more cost effective for sorting and 
vaccinating cattle. Feedlots that have cattle arriving and leaving daily, 
weekly, or even monthly tend to have a working tub and alley system 
with safety in mind for cattle and workers.  

Transporting livestock in variable weather conditions has improved 
greatly. Trailers are vented to allow airflow to circulate thru in hot 
weather, and vents can be closed or plugged to limit the cold air drafts 
during extreme cold conditions.

Cleaning of hauling equipment between 
loads has become more common, 
especially if cattle have been loaded from 
a sale barn. Better to be safe than sorry. 
A good pressure washing and time to dry 
out, and even an occasional disinfectant 
spray can help to avoid transferring any 
number of diseases.

If there was ever to be an outbreak of a 
potentially devastating cattle disease, BQA 
lets producers know how they should be 
prepared and who will be the lead agency 
for their support. We would quarantine 
any diseased animals from the rest of the 
herd and have a veterinarian diagnose the 
problem.  

Ear tags and electronic ID buttons are 
most useful in tracking the origins of 
cattle. Good records are necessary in case 
of a recall of a feed ingredient, implant 
or drug used on the farm. Dosages, lot 
numbers, brand name, type of injection 
or feedstuff administered and withdrawal 
times are noted in records. ■
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FARM & FOOD
BQA: A commitment to food safety 

Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) does more than just help beef producers 
capture more value from their market cattle. BQA reflects a positive public 
image and instills consumer confidence in the beef industry. 

When producers implement the best management practices of a BQA 
program, they assure their market steers, heifers, cows, and bulls are the best 
they can be. Today, the stakes are even higher because of increased public 
attention on animal welfare. 

BQA is valuable because it:
• Demonstrates commitment to food safety and quality 
• Safeguards the public image of the dairy industry 
• Upholds consumer confidence in valuable beef products 
• Improves sale value of marketed beef cattle 
• Enhances herd profitability through better management.

Beef Checkoff supported BQA programs bring it all together. While the 
BQA manual provides a framework for program consistency, the states still 
determine the best programs for their producers.

“The BQA Manual is the overarching protocol, providing some consistency 
across the state programs. They are good production practices to guarantee the 
quality of beef products,” comments Dr. Dee Griffin, DVM.

Nearly every state in the U.S. has 
an active BQA program. Funding 
for these efforts ranges from state-
derived Beef Checkoff money to 
national Beef Checkoff support 
through the Cattlemen’s Beef Board. 

State BQA programs are voluntary, 
locally led, and administered through 
organizations such as state beef 
councils, land grant universities and 
state cattle associations. BQA is not 
a “government” program. BQA links 
all beef producers with livestock 
production specialists, veterinarians, 
nutritionists, marketers and food 
purveyors interested in maintaining 
and improving the quality of cattle 
and the beef they produce.

While state BQA programs 
chart their own direction, program 
assistance and national leadership 
is provided by the National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Association.  

BQA principles are based on 
good management practices that 
are standard operating procedures 
designed to meet the U.S. food 
production system’s needs.

BQA programming focuses 
on educating and training cattle 
producers, farm advisors, and 
veterinarians on the issues in cattle 
food safety and quality. ■

Source: Travis Meeter, University of Illinois 
Extension Beef Specialist
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FARM COUNTRY

In front of a celebratory gathering 
of approximately 6,000 farmers and 
ranchers from across the nation, 
American Farm Bureau Federation 
President Zippy Duvall opened 
AFBF’s 100th Annual Convention by 
outlining a few of the organization’s 
many historic accomplishments – 
from leading the way on the nation’s 
first Farm Bill in the 1930s to helping 
develop the Food for Peace Program 
in the 1950s. 

As AFBF heads toward a new 
century of service to America’s farm 
and ranch families, Duvall said the 
organization will continue to be 
guided by the honorable principle that 
“farmers want to feed people.”

That job is not without challenges, 
such as the weather disasters, 
economic challenges and trade 
complications seen in 2018. However, 
Duvall said that 2018 was also a year 
marked by big victories on issues 
affecting farm and ranch families 
across the nation.

The list of victories starts with tax 
reform, which lowered tax rates for 
almost every farmer and rancher. 
That effort included a doubling of 
the estate tax exemption for farm 
families, a long-sought goal of the 
American Farm Bureau, Duvall said.

Farm Bureau touts accomplishments

Another big win, according to 
Duvall, was passage of the 2018 
Farm Bill, which improved risk 
management tools, protected the 
availability of crop insurance and 
provided essential funding for trade 
development, agricultural research 
and development, and programs for 
beginning farmers.

Reform of expensive and 
overreaching regulations 
continues to be a bright spot 
for agriculture. Duvall said the 
Trump administration has taken 
28 deregulatory actions thus far, 
with about half of those related 
to agriculture. Duvall listed a few 
of the 50 additional initiatives in 
the works, such as an exemption 
for electronic logging devices 
for livestock haulers and rules 
governing the renewable fuel E15.

One of the brightest points in the 
regulatory reform area is the new 
Clean Water Rule proposed by the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
and the Army Corps of Engineers. 
That rule is being proposed to 
replace the flawed and unworkable 
2015 WOTUS rule.

“Farmers and ranchers want clean 
water and clear rules, and we know 

we can have both,” Duvall said. “We 
believe this new Clean Water Rule is 
rooted in common sense, will protect 
our nation’s water, and allow farmers 
to farm their land without having 
to hire a team of consultants and 
lawyers.”

As for the year ahead, Duvall 
told members to gear up for 
additional opportunities related to 
regulatory reform, farm labor, trade 
and infrastructure, including rural 
broadband.

Duvall told members at the New 
Orleans meeting he views Farm 
Bureau as a big family.

“Farm Bureau members throughout 
our history, and still today, have 
always answered the call to feed, fuel 
and defend our nation. I am grateful 
for this wonderful organization,” 
Duvall said. “Its founding 100 years 
ago was truly a breakthrough in 
American history.” ■

Source: American Farm Bureau Federation

Some Farm Bureau 
accomplishments:
Tax Reform – Doubling estate tax 
exemption for farm families

2018 Farm Bill – Improved risk 
management tools with crop 
insurance protection

Regulation Reforms – Livestock 
hauler logging exemption & 
renewable fuels rules

New Clean Water Rule – Replaces 
WOTUS

AFBF President Zippy Duvall: “2018 was a year marked by big victories on issues 
affecting farm and ranch families across the nation.”

“Farm Bureau members throughout 
our history, and still today, have 
always answered the call to feed, 
fuel and defend our nation.”

AFBF President Zippy Duvall
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FARM COUNTRY

Now is a good time to take a long 
look into a farm’s financial situation. 
One way to do that is by determining 
the farm’s working capital, which 
is the difference between a farm’s 
current assets and its current 
liabilities.

“This is that time of the year when 
our staff at Illinois FBFM are hard at 
work closing out 2018 records so that 
we can put together accrual income 
statements and balance sheets,” says 
Dwight Raab, CEO of Illinois Farm 
Business Farm Management. 

“So that we can mark the progress 
in 2018 and use that information to 
point us in the right direction. That 
balance sheet and those working 

Dwight Raab with FBFM equates 
working capital as an indicator of 
how much gas is in the farm’s tank 
to power through the year.

Working capital vital for farm’s future
capital measures are vital to know 
where we’ve been and where we’re 
going.”

Raab equates working capital as 
an indicator of how much gas is in 
the farm’s tank to power through the 
year. After several consecutive years 
of low commodity prices, it’s quite 
likely that a farm’s working capital 
isn’t as strong as it was earlier in the 
decade.

Unsold stored grain and soybeans 
qualify as current assets, since it 
can easily be sold and transferred to 
cash on the balance sheet. That is, 
provided a price presents itself that’s 
worth making a sale.

One method to improve the farm’s 

working capital is to refinance 
debt. That would lessen the current 
liabilities, but Raab warns that 
doing so could have other financial 
obligations.

“We’re taking some of our current 
debt and putting it down lower on 
the balance sheet,” Raab said. “That 
doesn’t change our net worth, but 
it has the effect of increasing our 
working capital. So that’s a good 
thing; those things can provide 
more liquidity, but the tradeoff is 
now we have a payment schedule.”

“Sometimes we’re taking one 
year and paying for it over five or 
seven or 10 years, depending on 
what the payment plan is.”
                     Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

FBFM Annual Analysis
Scott Newport will provide 

his annual analysis for DeKalb 
County FBFM farm cooperators 
on Wednesday, March 20 at the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau. 
Newport will offer his analysis of 
2018 farm data, including corn and 
soybean yields and farm earnings. 
For reservations contact Newport 
at: newport@fbfm.org. ■

AFT President: Pushing to preserve farmland
American Farmland Trust plans to scale up their efforts to preserve farmland.

“We are reengaging the Midwest, because it’s some of our most productive 
land and we’re losing it at the greatest rate,” said John Piotti, (above) National 
President and CEO of American Farmland Trust. He recently visited the AFT 
office in Sycamore, located in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for 
Agriculture, before returning to his home state of Maine. 

“New research shows that we are losing more farmland so we have to use this 
data and share with our partners to get more protection going,” Piotti said. “If 
we don’t get farming right, we won’t be able to feed ourselves and nurture our 
country.” As their slogan states, “No Farms. No Food.” ■
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SCHOLARSHIPS

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation will grant 10 scholarships 
to deserving high school seniors pursuing a college education. High school 
seniors who will be attending a two or four-year college, university or 
vocational/technical school in the fall of 2019 are eligible to apply. 

To be eligible, a student’s immediate family must have been a member in 
good standing of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau continuously since Jan. 1, 
2017.  

Scholarship selection is based on academics, leadership, and community 
service. The scholarship award is for a total of $1,200 for the freshman year of 
college.

The application form can be found at www.PlantALegacy.org. High 
school seniors must complete the application and submit it online. A high 
school transcript and academic information is also required from high school 
counselors.  

The complete application is due by Friday, March 8. ■ Megan Fidler, Sycamore, was 
one of the 2018 recipients of the 
Farm Bureau Senior Scholarship. 
She is a freshman at UW-
Platteville studying ag business.

Farm Bureau scholarships due in March

DeKalb County Farm Bureau has 
been financially helping students 
of Farm Bureau members for more 
than six decades through the Senior 
Scholarship program. 

The Senior Scholarship was started 
in 1956. Four students were awarded 
$110 each for their freshmen year 
at Northern Illinois University. For 
the first five years, the scholarship 

The Farm Bureau Senior Scholarship has been awarded to 1,094 students 
since 1956, amounting to a total of $1.6 million.

Over 60 years of Senior Scholarships

was given solely to NIU students. In 
1961, the scholarship was expanded to 
include students enrolled at any state 
university. Today, scholarships may be 
used at any college.

The number of scholarships awarded 
has changed from as few as three in 
1963 to as many as 32 in 1990 and 
1991. Currently, 10 scholarships are 
granted. To date, 1,094 students have 
received Senior Scholarships. 

The monetary amount given has 
ranged from $110 in 1956 for a 
one-year scholarship to as much as 
$2,400 (1995-2002) for a two-year 
scholarship. From 1956 to 1969, 
students were awarded one-year 

scholarships. From 1970 to 2002 
students were given two-year 
scholarships. From 2003 to the present 
the individual award has been $1,200 
for one year. To date, over $1.6 million 
in scholarships have been given by 
Farm Bureau.

Another scholarship change that 
occurred through the years was with 
membership classifications. At first, 
scholarships were given to “M” 
farmer members’ children and then in 
1965 it was changed to also include 
“A” Associate members’ children. 
In 1988 a new level of membership 
was developed, the “A+” Associate-
Plus member. The “A+” members, as 
well as “M” members, qualified for 
scholarships. Associates, who paid 
less in membership dues, no longer 
qualified for scholarships. In 2015 
the Associate-Plus membership was 
dropped and again both “A” and “M” 
members’ children were eligible for 
scholarships.

Farm Bureau’s Senior Scholarship 
is awarded annually to students with 
exceptional academics, leadership 
and community service. An impartial 
Scholarship Committee makes the 
selection based on applications. ■

“I just wanted to thank you again for 
the scholarship money that you granted 
me. I appreciate it very much. My 
first semester of classes went well! 
The classes at Sauk Valley are very 
challenging, but I managed to maintain a 
4.0 GPA. Without your gift I don’t know if 
this could be possible. Thanks again.”

Nolan Govig, Malta, received 
one of the 2018 Senior 
Scholarships. He is attending 
Sauk Valley College.
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SCHOLARSHIPS

SWCD Simonson
One $1,000 scholarship will be 

awarded to a DeKalb County high 
school graduating senior interested 
in or intending to pursue a career in 
agriculture, the environment, or land 
use from the DeKalb County Soil and 
Water Conservation District (SWCD). 

The Simonson Scholarship 
was established to recognize the 
Simonson Family’s commitment in 
support of agriculture.

Applicant must be a resident 
of DeKalb County, a high school 
graduating senior, and enrolled as 
a full-time freshman at a college/
university. 

For application and other 
information visit: www.swcdekalbil.
org or contact the DeKalb County 
Soil & Water Conservation District, 
815-756-3234, ext. 3. 

Application deadline is March 
30. ■

Pork Producers
The Illinois Pork Producers 

Association (IPPA) will award nine 
scholarships, from $1,000 to $2,000. 
Funding for these scholarships 
is made possible by the Keppy 
Foundation.

Applicants must be currently 
enrolled as an undergraduate or be 
enrolling to begin in the fall of 2019 
to be eligible. 

IPPA also hosts the following 
scholarship applications: One 
Adam Fesser Scholarship at $1,000 
(sponsored by the Mid-Illinois Pork 
Producers Association), and Ryan 
& Friends Scholarship which is four 
$2,000 awards (sponsored by the 
Purebred Swine Council).

Applications are available at: www.
ilpork.com/youth/scholarships. 

Deadline to apply is March 1. ■

Beef Association
The Illinois Beef Association (IBA) will award four scholarships to students 

from beef families in Illinois.
The $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to two high school seniors and two 

current college students. 
The application is available at: www.illinoisbeef.com/ijba/scholarships. 
Applications are due by March 1. ■

Compeer
Compeer Financial is now accepting applications for its high school senior 

scholarship program. 
A total of 120 scholarships, worth $1,500 each, will be awarded. 
The Compeer Financial High School Senior Scholarship Program is designed 

for college students who will major in agriculture or an agriculture-related field, 
or have an agricultural or rural background. 

To apply, students should visit www.compeer.com to download the 
application form. Applications must be received by March 15. ■

Ag scholarships now available Check out these ag-related 
college scholarships

CHS Elburn
CHS Elburn is offering graduating high school seniors and students currently 

enrolled as an undergraduate at a university a chance to apply for a $1,000 CHS 
Elburn Scholarship.   

In order to qualify for these scholarships, the applicants must meet the 
following criteria:

• Be a family member of a current CHS Elburn customer, who conducts a 
minimum of $10,000 of business per year, or be a family member of a current 
CHS Elburn employee.

• Be a graduating high school senior or student currently enrolled as an 
undergraduate in an accredited college or university.

• Pursue an undergraduate degree in any field of study. Preference may be 
given to those in agriculture-related fields.

The CHS Elburn Scholarship application and additional criteria can be 
found at www.dekalbccf.org. The completed scholarship application must be 
submitted online. Deadline for applications is March 31. ■

Corn & Soybean Growers
The DeKalb County Corn and Soybean Growers are offering a $1,000 college 

scholarship for students pursuing a career in agriculture. 
Students whose parents/guardians are members of the Corn or Soybean 

Association are eligible to apply.
To request the scholarship application contact Phil Montgomery, Corn and 

Soybean Growers president, 815-751-7560, philbilly82@gmail.com or the Farm 
Bureau office, 815-756-6361. The completed application should be delivered to 
the Farm Bureau office. 

The deadline for applications is Friday, April 26. ■
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The Duvick family attributes their 
farm upbringing for their drive to 
succeed in life.

Micah Duvick doesn’t mind hard 
work. Neither do his siblings.

“Growing up on the farm instilled 
in us a good work ethic,” said Micah. 
He and his three siblings helped their 
grandfather and father with typical farm 
chores – caring for animals, mowing 
lawns, gardening, and helping with 
crops.

Farm kids raise Indian corn
Micah Duvick says one of his 

fondest memories growing up on their 
Sandwich farm was raising Indian corn. 

Micah and his brothers Caleb and 
Jeremiah “Jed” drove their John Deere 
2020 tractor along the field as the 
family hand-picked the Indian corn and 
tossed it in the tractor bucket. Later 
they would husk each ear and reveal the 
multi-colored dazzling kernels. 

“We were all involved with the 
Indian corn – my grandparents, parents 
and the four of us kids,” he said.

They sold their Indian corn to a 
business in Champaign, Illinois but 

kept a few ears to show at the Sandwich Fair. Today they don’t raise as much 
Indian corn as they used to but continue to enter it at the fair. The Duvicks 
won first place for their Indian corn entry at last year’s fair.

Micah farms part time with his father, Eric, primarily during the spring and 
fall farming seasons. The 29-year-old holds a full-time job in maintenance for 
the Sandwich School District.

“It’s different today compared to when I was a young farmer,” explains 
Eric. “We had grain and livestock so that kept us busy (and provided another 
source of income).The school district job offers some flexibility of allowing 

Micah to start earlier 
and get off earlier to 
farm in the spring and 
fall. So he farms after 
hours and on weekends 
with me.” ►

The Duvicks have fond memories of growing Indian corn, which involved the whole 
family. At young ages, all four kids helped with the corn. Here, Danielle and Caleb sit 
atop the freshly picked ears.

The entire Duvick family 
(from left, by families): 
Micah, Ashelynn, 
Nehemiah and Naomi; Jed 
and Emily; Jamie and Eric; 
Danielle and Kyle; Kelly, 
Caleb, Afton and Kharis.

Opposite page: Last month 
Eric and Micah installed 
a barn quilt on the side of 
their barn. The wooden 
quilt block was made by 
Micah and his wife.
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The Duvicks have been farming the same farmland with the same family of 
landlords for the past 63 years. Eric, a fourth generation farmer, started farming 
alongside his father, Ed, in 1978. The Duvicks reside on the farmstead where 
Eric was raised, located south of Lake Holiday. 

Eric and his wife, Jamie, a Sandwich Middle School teacher, wanted the best 
for their four farm kids – for starters, a good education.

College-bound kids earn Farm Bureau scholarships
“The kids all had chores to do on the farm and in the home,” stated Eric 

Duvick. “But we also encouraged them to be involved in school, church and 
youth groups.”

At Sandwich High School, their children Danielle, Caleb, Micah and Jed 
enjoyed being in track. Caleb played football. Jed and Micah ran cross country. 
They were all members of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes and Cornerstone 
Church. 

The four Duvicks participated in the high school’s scholastic teams as they 
maintained high academic standards. 

“They were all good kids and all very driven,” said a proud Eric. 
In 2004, the oldest, Danielle, would graduate at the top of her high school 

class and be the first of the Duvick children to go to college. As she set her 
sights on Illinois State University (ISU) in Bloomington, her parents urged 
her to apply for scholarships, including the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship.

Eric stated, “Where else can you 
generate that type of income (for 
college)?” 

“As the oldest child of four in a 
farm family, I knew that I would 
need to come up with the majority 
of the money for my education,” 
said Danielle. “The Farm 
Bureau scholarship (and the ISU 
Presidential Scholarship) helped 
set me on a path to get a degree in 
something I love.” 

Two years later, Caleb earned 
the Farm Bureau scholarship and 
attended ISU. 

Micah was accepted at the 
College of the Ozarks in Branson, 
Missouri, a Christian based college 
with a work-study program. He 
was the third Duvick to receive the 
Farm Bureau scholarship. 

“After three had received the 
Farm Bureau Scholarship I was 
hoping that the fourth one would 
too,” said Eric. Jed did just that, 
which helped with his expenses at 
the College of the Ozarks. 

“As the fourth child in the family, 
it helped to reduce the financial 
need required to also allow me to 
go to college like my three siblings 
before me,” said Jed. 

The Duvicks completed their 
college education years in 2015 
with four bachelor’s degrees and 
two master’s degrees. While the 
kids were getting their college 
degrees, Jamie completed her 
master’s degree in education. 

According to Eric, “Our family 
is very thankful and blessed 
to have received Farm Bureau 
scholarships!” And because of the 
organization’s generosity, all of 
the Duvicks are members of Farm 
Bureau.

The driven Duvick farm kids 
aren’t kids anymore, but young 
adults. They have chosen careers 
which coincide with their college 
degrees and ambitions (see profiles 
opposite page), but still cherish 
their humble beginnings and farm 
roots. ►

In 2010, Danielle earned a master’s degree while Caleb achieved his bachelor’s degree 
from Illinois State University. Proud parents Eric and Jamie Duvick shared this photo with 
Farm Bureau then to show their accomplishments after having received Farm Bureau 
scholarships.

continuedcontinued
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Jeremiah “Jed” Duvick, 26
BS Communications Art,  
College of the Ozarks, 2015

Academic & Retention Specialist for  
Bethel College, Mishawaka, IN

“The scholarship that I received from 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
was incredibly helpful to me as I 
pursued a higher education. As the 
fourth child in the family, it helped to 
reduce the financial need required to 
also allow me to go to college like my 
three siblings before me. The DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau has always been 
a blessing to my family, and I am so 
thankful for them.”

Danielle Duvick, 33
BA Publishing & Non-Profit Literary Arts, 
2008, MA English Studies, 2010,  
Illinois State University

Coordinator of Marketing and Communications 
in the Dean of Students Office, Illinois State 
University, Bloomington, IL 

“I am so thankful to the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau for the $1,200 
scholarship they awarded me. As 
the oldest child of four in a farm 
family, I knew that I would need to 
come up with the majority of the 
money for my education myself. 
The Farm Bureau scholarship (along 
with the Presidential Scholarship 
at ISU) helped set me on a path 
to get a degree in something I 
love. I acquired the editing and 
communications skills I use daily in 
my current job at ISU. I have had a 
variety of experiences working and 
communicating with audiences both 
inside and outside the university.” ■

Caleb Duvick, 31
BS History, Illinois State University, 2010,  
MA Church Ministry, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Executive Director of Ministries for  
Two Cities Church, Winston Salem, NC

“Receiving the Farm Bureau 
Scholarship made going to college 
a possibility, as well as helping me 
graduate without mountains of debt 
from loans. Now I have a career that 
I love that has a significant impact on 
the people and communities where I 
live. The generosity from organizations 
like Farm Bureau is invaluable in 
helping students pursue meaningful 
education, vocations, and places in our 
communities.”

Micah Duvick, 29
BS Animal Science, Agricultural Business, 
College of the Ozarks, 2012

Assistant District Maintenance for Sandwich 
School District & Farmer in Sandwich

“The Farm Bureau Scholarship 
allowed me to purchase books at the 
College of the Ozarks which helped 
me graduate debt free! DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau has been a great 
support to myself and my family for 
many years.”

“Our family is very 
thankful and blessed 
to have received Farm 
Bureau scholarships!”
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PRIME TIMERS

Don’t miss the Best of Billie Holiday 
performed by Mardra Thomas on April 1 
at Farm Bureau. 

The Best of Billie Holiday show at Farm Bureau

If you like the music of crooners 
like Frank Sinatra, Mel Tormé and 
Nat King Cole, you will enjoy 
listening to the Black Tie Jazz Trio.

The Black Tie Jazz Trio will 
perform for Farm Bureau Prime 
Timers on Monday, March 4 at the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau. Their 
performance begins at 1 p.m. in the 
Farm Bureau Theater.

The Trio consists of Kirk 
Lundbeck, trombone/vocals, Denny 
Vaupel, keyboard/vocals, and Joe 
Pasteris, percussion. 

Each of the local musicians has a 
degree in music and has performed 
a wide variety of musical styles 
throughout their individual musical 
careers. Combining their talents, the 
Trio plays music from jazz standards, 
show tunes in a jazz style, and easy-
listening smooth jazz.

The Black Tie Trio of Denny Vaupel, Kirk Lundbeck and Joe Pasteris will entertain Farm 
Bureau members on March 4 at Farm Bureau.

Black Tie Jazz Trio performs March 4

Before their performance, lunch 
will be served at 12-noon in the Farm 
Bureau Auditorium for Prime Timers, 

Farm Bureau members 55+ years. 
Lunch fee is $7, payable by  
Feb. 26. ■

Jazz Vocalist and Actor Mardra 
Thomas portrays the triumphs and 
trials of jazz treasure Billie Holiday.

Mardra Thomas is known for her 
realistic portrayal of Billie Holiday 
in concert and on the theatrical stage. 
This true-jazz vocalist is bringing her 
show to Farm Bureau on Monday, 
April 1. 

Costumed in a vintage gown with 
her signature gardenias, Mardra looks 
and sings the part of this iconic jazz 
vocalist. She takes you back to 1959 
impersonating Billie Holiday with 
songs that highlight the era in which 
she performed including her first big 
band experiences with world known 
bandleaders such as Artie Shaw.

Mardra’s voice is well suited to 
showcase Holiday’s sculptured 
phrasing that stamped a signature 
style on jazz singing. She appears in 
theaters, concert halls and premier 
clubs all across the country. She 
recently produced, directed and 

performed “Chicago Trilogy” at the 
Atlanta Black Theatre Festival.

Last year Mardra was nominated 
for the 2018 Chicago’s BTAA’s Lena 
Horne Award Best Leading Actress in 
a musical for her performance of Billie 
Holiday at Evanston’s Fleetwood 
Jourdain Theater in their production of 
“Lady Day At Emerson’s Bar & Grill.”

Accompanying Mardra will be her 
husband Reggie Thomas, on piano. 
He is Coordinator of Jazz Studies at 
NIU, on faculty for Carnegie Hall’s 
Jazz National Youth Orchestra and 
is a member of The Count Basie 
Orchestra.

Farm Bureau members are welcome 
to attend this musical program in the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Theater 
at 1 p.m. Before the program, Farm 
Bureau Prime Timers will have their 
monthly luncheon at 12-noon in the 
Farm Bureau Auditorium. Lunch fee is 
$7, payable in advance by March 26, 
at the Farm Bureau office. ■
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TRIPS

Fasten your seat belts, it’s going to 
be a grumpy ride!

Don’t miss this laugh-out-loud 
story of family, friendship, love and 
romance in a fresh new musical at 
Circa 21 on Friday, April 26.

Based on the 1993 movie starring 
Jack Lemmon, Walter Mattheau and 
Ann-Margret, “Grumpy Old Men” 
is the story of two aging neighbors, 
Max and John, who have been 
feuding for more than fifty years. 
When the beautiful and charming 
Ariel moves in across the street, the 
rivalry is raised to new heights! Can 
her love and compassion reunite their 
friendship?

DeKalb County Farm Bureau has 
reserved seating for the April 26 show 
and lunch at the Circa 21 Dinner 
Playhouse in Rock Island. 

See “Grumpy Old Men” at Circa 21

Farm Bureau members may register 
for this day trip by visiting or calling 
the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-
6361. Credit card or check payment 
accepted.

Cost is $74 for members, $84 for 
guests. Price includes the show, lunch 

and motor coach transportation. 
The motor coach departs from Farm 
Bureau at 9 a.m. and returns by  
6 p.m.

This day trip is being sponsored 
by the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Prime Timers Committee. ■

See great views while enjoying 
fine dining on the newest boat on the 
Chicago River.

The new Odyssey Chicago River 
boat, an upscale 140-foot glass-
enclosed vessel, has been navigating 
the popular waterway in the heart of 
Chicago since last fall. The glitzy 
river vessel takes in all the great 
architecture of Chicago and at the 
same time provides a fine dining 
experience.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau has 

Cruise along the Chicago River in new riverboat
booked a river cruise for members on 
Saturday, May 18. 

The two-hour cruise provides 
stunning architectural views of the 
city with light highlights, a three-
course plated lunch and a DJ for 
easy-listening music. 

Lunch entrée options are: beef, fish, 
chicken or pasta with sides, salad 
or soup, an assortment of dessert 
selections, and coffee/tea and water.

Cost of this river cruise day trip is 
$118 for members, $128 for guests. 

Price includes the river cruise and 
lunch, and motor coach transportation. 
Motor coach departs from Farm Bureau 
at 10:30 a.m. and returns by 5 p.m.

Registration for this trip opens on 
Monday, March 4 at 8 a.m. at the Farm 
Bureau office, 815-756-6361. Credit 
card or check payment accepted. 
Remaining spaces will be sold at 11 
a.m. at the Prime Timers luncheon and 
thereafter at the Farm Bureau office.  

A limited number of spaces are 
available for the Chicago River trip. ■



24      CONNECTIONS    February 2019

PM Members
Brent and Kyla Hueber are connected to agriculture in 

so many ways that’s why they became PM members of the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau. 

The Professional M (PM) membership is for those in 
agribusiness professions who are supportive of agriculture, 
but are not farmers or landowners (M members).

Previously, the Huebers were Associate members but 
reclassified to better align their membership with their 
professions. 

Brent, with a livestock farm background, is a loan officer 
for Compeer Financial. He is based out of Compeer’s main 
office in the Farm Bureau Building. “I enjoy networking 
as an agribusiness professional,” said Brent, one reason for 
reclassifying their membership. “I also think it’s important 
to be part of the community.”

Brent’s family owns Hueber, LLC in Creston, a grain 
and feed company. He worked for the family business and 
then Case IH Distributor before having the opportunity to 
join 1st Farm Credit (now Compeer) two years ago. Brent 
provides financial loans for growers and investors with ag 
assets.

Kyla, whose grandparents are cattle and grain farmers, 
uses Farm Bureau as a resource for ag literacy. “Farm 
Bureau provides some great materials for classroom 
instruction,” said Kyla, a third grade teacher at Southeast School in Sycamore. 
She recently piloted a new third grade Ag in the Classroom lesson. 

“As a teacher, I have found the Farm Bureau to be quite resourceful,” 
she said. Kyla has utilized Farm Bureau for field trip grants and also has 
participated in the Summer Ag Institute. “There is so much misinformation 
about food/agriculture and Farm Bureau helps us understand the science-
based truth versus memes on Facebook.”

The Huebers of Sycamore have two young children Foster, 6, and Devyn, 
5. Foster was pictured in CONNECTIONS magazine last year as a winning 

The PM membership allows agribusiness professionals to vote, serve on the county Farm Bureau Board, receive 
the FarmWeek newspaper and have access to other membership services. 

The three levels of Farm Bureau membership are: “PM” professional member for agribusiness persons,  
“M” farm member for farmers and landowners, and the “A” Associate member for other persons.

Are you an Associate member in an agribusiness field?
You can reclassify your membership to a PM member  

by calling the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361.

Brent and Kyla Hueber of Sycamore find value in being PM 
members of DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

photo in Farm Bureau’s photo 
contest. “We enjoy reading the 
magazine, too,” said Kyla, another 
Farm Bureau benefit.

Both Brent and Kyla are busy 
with their young children’s sports. 
Currently, Brent coaches Foster’s 
basketball team while Kyla takes 
Devyn to dance. ■
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A glimpse of local history

Coltonville
DeKalb County is dotted with historical places, but 

only one location can boast of three important events 
taking place. The area known as Coltonville is that 
historic spot. 

Coltonville was located north of DeKalb, at the intersection 
of North First Street and Rich Road, later known as Coltonville Road. It was 
one of the earliest known settlements in DeKalb County and the site of Rufus 
Colton’s tavern. Even before Rufus Colton purchased his land in 1836 the area 
was an Indian village. 

Chief Kapas led a small band of Pottawatomie Indians who settled by 
a large grove of trees by the side of the river, near the site of Coltonville. 
As the story goes, Kapas had three squaws and many children, yet he still 
frequently was found with other squaws. One of the squaws belonged to a 
young hunter who shot Kapas dead after returning from a hunt.  

The remains of Chief Kapas were buried according to Indian custom by 
placing the body on the ground in a sitting position, surrounded by stones 
to keep it upright. A tomb enclosed it to protect it from wolves and dogs. A 
stockade was built around him which was about 3 foot by 5 foot high. A few 
years after Kapas’ death the band moved west and settlers occupied the area.  
The tomb remained undisturbed until Dr. George Richard removed Kapas’ 
skeleton to use in his medical school in St. Charles.

A page from the original  
DeKalb County Court record book 
shows the first case tried on Oct. 9, 
1838.

A historical marker celebrates the location of the first court session in DeKalb County.

Coltonville was also the location 
of a meeting during the Black Hawk 
War in 1832 when a small army 
marched from Dixon to Coltonville and 
held a council of war. Seated at that 
council were General Zachary Taylor, 
Abraham Lincoln, and Jefferson Davis.  

The most memorable event was 
the first session of DeKalb County 
Commissioners Court, which was 
held at the home of Rufus Colton on 
July 11, 1837. At the time, DeKalb 
County did not have a courthouse 
building so court was held at the Colton 
residence. The first case heard was on 
October 9, 1838, where the plaintiff, 
Erasmus D. Walrod, was awarded $100 
from defendant Stephen Harwood. 

In 1917, an historical marker was 
placed at the site by the Daughters of 
the American Revolution and the county 
of DeKalb. This historical marker can 
still be seen today on Coltonville Road 
just east of North First Street. ■

Information provided by the Joiner 
History Room, DeKalb County Archives
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Before Ag in the Classroom 
presentations get underway, an 
awful lot of behind-the-scenes  
work takes place.

There is a different AITC 
presentation for each 1st-4th grade 
level and each presentation is 
designed to be as engaging and 
hands-on as possible. First graders 
plant corn and soybean seeds and 
learn how and why farmers grow 
them. Second graders make ice 
cream and learn about dairy farming. 
Third graders dissect corn kernels, 
compare kinds of corn, and explore 
uses for this important crop. Fourth 
graders identify products from Illinois 
agriculture and use highway maps 
to search for related sites across the 
state. 

All those hands-on lessons require 

Each Ag in the Classroom presentation requires items like seeds, cups, and bags. Here, 
Ag Literacy Committee members (clockwise from left) Pam Bybee, Brenda Woker, Allie 
Clark, Donna Langford, Melissa Irick, Pam Olson, Lynn Byington, and Jolene Ward 
prepare supplies during a “work night” meeting in January.

Committee members Melissa Irick and 
Susan Foster assemble volunteer packets 
for the Ag in the Classroom program.

New and returning volunteers Daniel Kempf, Brad Shive, Matt Wassmann, Meredith Bend, 
and Rachel Welch pretend to be 3rd graders by sequencing the steps of corn production 
in the new corn lesson during the volunteer training.

AITC 
Backstage

supplies and training, so each year the 
Ag Literacy Committee meets in mid-
January to prepare supplies. A week 
later, volunteers gather for an AITC 
training session. 

AG LITERACY

Presentations will take place in 
almost 150 classrooms throughout the 
month of February. ■
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Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

Arm-twisting and gratitude
January and February are intense 

months for me. Not gonna lie—
sometimes my heart sinks when 
I think of all that needs to be 
accomplished during these months. 

Reaching 3,000+ elementary 
kids with meaningful Ag in the 
Classroom (AITC) experiences is 
a hefty project with many moving 
parts. Promoting the program to 
teachers. Updating lessons. Ordering, 
preparing, and organizing supplies. 
Printing materials. Recruiting 
volunteer presenters. Lots and lots of 
emails and phone calls. It can all be 
overwhelming.

But then I remember that I have 
help with it all, if I ask. Case in point: 
the Ag Literacy Committee meets 
every year in mid-January for an 
“AITC work night.” On the age-old 
principle that “many hands make 
light work,” committee members bag, 
bundle, collate, count, cut, fold, label, 
scoop, sort, staple, and stuff supplies. 
In an hour or two, they complete the 
amount of work that would otherwise 

take several days. They talk, tease, 
laugh, and keep me running: “What 
happens when we run out of spoons?” 
“I’m short two copies of the Corn 
Fact Sheet.” “Where are the soybean 
tubes?” “What would you like us to 
do with these folders when we’re 
done?”

This year, 17 committee members 
showed up for the work night, 
surpassing the attendance for any 
previous January meeting I can 
remember. I was surprised and 
extraordinarily grateful. As I do every 
year, I thought to myself, “Tomorrow 
morning I should send every single 
one of these amazing people a 
heartfelt thank-you note.”

But as also happens every year, 
the next day came, and I raced onto 
other pressing tasks without writing 
and sending those thank-yous. Each 
time I glance at the prepared AITC 
materials, that feeling of gratitude 
springs up all over again.

My gratitude continues as I respond 
to emails and calls from people 
willing to conduct the classroom 
presentations. It continues when 
over a dozen people venture out on 
dark, snowy roads for the volunteer 
training. It continues when volunteers 
come in to pick up their supplies 
and thank me. (“Wait, what?” I 
think. “You’re the one who’s going 
to do these presentations; I’m just 
giving you the stuff!”) My gratitude 

continues when teachers reach out 
and say, “Thank you—we love this 
program!”

Back at AITC work night, after 
the busywork is done the committee 
meets briefly to discuss upcoming 
projects and programs. During 
discussion at this year’s meeting, 
someone teasingly described me as 
“the best arm-twister I know.” I was 
startled, but then I realized they were 
probably right. I have gotten pretty 
adept at asking for help. However, 
I never lose sight of the fact that 
committee members and other 
volunteers are setting aside their own 
precious time for agricultural literacy. 
With that in mind, I strive to make 
sure that time spent volunteering is as 
rewarding as possible.

Finally, I never ever stop being 
grateful. Ag Literacy Committee 
members and Ag in the Classroom 
volunteers, this is for you.

Thank you. ■

I never lose sight of the fact that 
committee members and other 
volunteers are setting aside their 
own precious time for agricultural 
literacy.
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Best of Barns Photo Contest
The contest is open to local, amateur photographers. Take photos of any DeKalb 
County barns or other farm buildings. Photos may include the entire structure, interior 
shots, or closer pictures of the building’s attributes. The submitted photo must be the 
photographer’s original work. Email pictures to aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org 
with a brief description and location as well as the city you are from. Each month a 
winning photo will be chosen and published in CONNECTIONS magazine. ■

Sesquicentennial Scale
Photo by Lori Carey

Lori Carey saw the beauty in this scale located within her family’s 164-year-old corn crib on West Sandwich Road, 
Sandwich. Lori’s grandfather, Hurdman W. Bark, used the four-foot-tall scale to weigh his corn as well as corn for other 
local farmers. Fairbanks Scale, Inc. was founded in 1830 and still manufactures scales. Today, the Carey family utilizes 
the crib for family activities, parties, and meals with the hopes of “passing its rich history down through generations.”
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Reading CONNECTIONS 
magazine has never 
been more convenient! 
CONNECTIONS is 
now at your fingertips 
with the creation of 
its very own website, 
CultivateConnections.org. 

Launched in 2018, Cultivate 
Connections.org offers all 51 
previous CONNECTIONS issues 
within its digital archives. Browse 
any issue as a colorful and easy-
to-read PDF or search for specific 
articles. 

Visit CultivateConnections.
org and you’ll find that the 
homepage offers the categories, 
“Farm” “Food” “Family” and 
“Community.” Within these areas 
you’ll find specific articles relating 
to your favorite farm facts, recipes, 
events, local history, and so much 
more.

All of CONNECTIONS beloved 
blogs are also digital! Stray 
Kernels, Around the Farm, and 
Green Thumb can be found within 
the accessible Blog Archives. 

Having CONNECTIONS online 
offers readers an opportunity to 
read and share stories anywhere.

Visit CultivateConnections.org 
today! ■

Cultivating Connections Online

Can’t find a particular 
issue of CONNECTIONS 

magazine?  
They are all posted  

on the CONNECTIONS 
website.
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New items include a redesigned 
1040 and standard deduction 
increases.

Just in time for tax season, 
Christopher Hesse, principal with 
CliftonLarsonAllen LLP, explained 
how the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act will 
affect farmers. Hesse spoke during 
American Farm Bureau Federation’s 
Annual Convention. 

Here are some highlights of what’s 
new this tax year:

- A redesigned, reformatted 1040. 
Preparers will notice substantial 
reformatting of the tax reform. There 
will be no Form 1040EZ or 1040A.

- Reduced tax rates, including a 
flat, 21 percent corporate rate.

- Personal exemptions are gone. 
Child credits have increased to 
$2,000 per child under the age 17.

- Standard deduction for 
individuals increases to $12,000 and 
to $24,000 for married couples.

“Many, many farmers don’t itemize 
their deductions. They claim the 
standard deduction,” Hesse said. 
“More yet will be claiming the 
standard deduction.” Nationwide, he 
predicted less than 10 percent of filers 
will itemize their taxes compared to 
30 percent in previous years.

Tax season: Changes for farmers

He said donating commodities 
could be beneficial from a tax 
perspective. “You still get that 
standard deduction when you’re 
donating the charitable commodities, 
but you don’t have to pick up the 
income from having sold the corn or 
the soybeans,” Hesse said.

- 100 percent bonus depreciation 
available on new and used 
property. Previously, farmers 
were eligible for 50 percent bonus 
depreciation on new property only.

“All farm property should qualify 
for that because there’s not an asset 
on a farm depreciation schedule that 
has a life greater than 20 years,” 
Hesse said. “Farm buildings are 
20-year assets, some are shorter than 
that.”

But that might not be the best 
strategy, he said, cautioning farmers 
of lowering their income so low that 
the following year it would be taxed 
in a higher tax bracket. Instead, he 
said, farmers could forgo bonus 

depreciation and use Section 179 if 
applicable.

- New Qualified Business Income 
(QBI) Deduction. Estates, trusts and 
farmers operating their farm other 
than as a C corporation can receive 
a new deduction of up to 20 percent 
of qualified business income. “For 
a farmer, that’s your bottom line on 
your Schedule F,” Hesse said. “Or if 
you’re a partnership, it’s the operating 
income of the partnership.”

Taxpayers with multiple businesses 
have to calculate this deduction 
separately on each business unless 
income falls under certain thresholds 
– $315,000 for joint married filers or 
$157,500 for single filers.

The QBI deduction can be claimed 
regardless of whether a farmer 
itemizes their taxes. “Overall, though, 
there is a limit of 20 percent of 
your net ordinary income on the tax 
return,” he said. ■

Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

“Donating commodities could be 
beneficial from a tax perspective. 
You still get that standard deduction 
when you’re donating the charitable 
commodities, but you don’t have to 
pick up the income from having sold 
the corn or the soybeans.” 

Christopher Hesse, CliftonLarsonAllen LLP
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Mother Nature can strike any time. Federal crop insurance can 
help protect your land when she does. 

Crop insurance provides farmers with coverage for loss 
of yield and/or revenue from natural disasters like drought, 
excessive moisture, disease, wind, wildfire, and hail.

COUNTRY Financial® offers crop protection via COUNTRY 
Mutual Insurance Company with a complete line of federal crop 
insurance policies. A new supplemental insurance policy, called 
Soil Type Plus, is now available with crop insurance. 

Don Young, Crop Specialist with COUNTRY Financial, is 
excited to introduce this new supplement to local farmers. “It’s 
another avenue of protection and provides an extra band of 
coverage for producers,” said Don.

Soil Type Plus:
• Focuses on the accuracy and risk of the soil on your farm – 

based on your soil type and productivity index
• Allows you to buy up to 95% of actual production history (APH) 

coverage in conjunction with your federal policy (in 5% increments)
• Has the same qualifying characteristics as federal crop insurance.

“The advantage to Soil Type Plus is that it 
differentiates between soil types which can be 
substantial with higher productivity crop land.” 

Don’t miss out on this opportunity to provide 
additional protection for your farm. Give Don 
a call to learn more about the Soil Type Plus 
and other crop insurance options now through 
March 15. 

Contact Don Young at 630-365-2913, 
don.young@countryfinancial.com.

Provided by COUNTRY Financial®
COUNTRY
Your crops. Your soil. Our new protection.

www.countryfinancial.com

About the COUNTRY  
Financial® group 

The COUNTRY Financial 
group (www.countryfinancial.
com) serves about one million 
households and businesses 
throughout the United States  
and offers a full range of 
insurance products from auto, 
home, business, farm and life 
insurance to a wide variety 
of financial products and 
services to help individuals 
and businesses prepare for the 
future. ■

Don Young, Crop Specialist

Policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL, an equal opportunity provider.
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COMMUNITY

Resource Bank recognized for 
restoring Sycamore building.

The Innovator of the Year award 
was presented to Resource Bank 
by the DeKalb Area Agricultural 
Heritage Association (DAAHA) at its 
annual meeting last month. The award 
honored the bank for its preservation 
of the Townsend Garage located on 
North Main Street in Sycamore. 

Jim Stoddard, a DAAHA director, 
presented the award after sharing a 
wealth of history about the building 
and its original owner Frederick B. 
Townsend. Excerpts from Stoddard’s 
remarks include this historical 
perspective.

Built in 1905 by Frederick B. 
Townsend, a local farmer, banker, 
and three-time mayor of Sycamore, 
the charming stone building was 
constructed, not as a carriage house, 
but as a building where Townsend 
and his brother-in-law housed 
their “benzene buggies.” These 
early automobiles were innovative 
replacements for the horse and buggy.

In 2016, Resource Bank completely 
restored and repurposed the building 
as its Sycamore Branch, bringing it 
back to the appearance of a classic 
gas station, complete with gravity-
feed pumps out front. Old photos 
of Townsend and his family were 

Jim Stoddard (right), a DAAHA director, presents the 
Innovator of the Year award to Resource Bank, accepted 
by Kevin McArtor (left).

located and reproduced 
for the lobby walls to 
ensure that the original 
provenance of the garage 
would remain intact for 
future generations. 

“The result of this 
loving restoration is a 
building that looks both 
backward to our area’s 
vibrant agricultural 
past and forward to the 
banking needs of a new 
generation of innovators 
in the agricultural sector,” 
said Stoddard.  

Resource Bank has 
a history of re-using 
historic structures for its 
local branches. Branches 
in Shabbona, Hampshire, Somonauk, 
and Malta have included restoration 
projects or other functional 
architecture that incorporates local 
heritage.

About Frederick Townsend
Frederick B. Townsend, who died 

in 1938, is an important figure in 
DeKalb County history. He came 
from a prominent local family, 
on both his father’s and mother’s 
sides. His father, Amos Townsend, 
was a wealthy landowner and his 
grandfather on his mother’s side was 

Daniel Pierce, who started a bank 
that became The National Bank & 
Trust Company of Sycamore, now 
First Midwest Bank. Townsend’s 
son-in-law, Thomas H. Roberts, was 
the founder of DeKalb AgResearch. 
Townsend himself was influential in 
the founding of the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau.

Frederick Townsend served three 
terms as Mayor of Sycamore, was 
the Sycamore Township supervisor, 
served as chairman of both the 
Sycamore Municipal Hospital board 
and the Public Library board. As a 
county judge, he was also involved 
in the construction of the current 
DeKalb County Courthouse in 
Sycamore.

Townsend was the president and 
one of the founders of the First 
National Bank of Malta in 1901. In 
1988, First National Bank of Malta 
changed its name to Resource Bank.

This was the third Innovator 
award presented by DAAHA. 
Previous awards were presented 
to Dawn Equipment Company 
and posthumously to Dr. Russell 
Schelkopf. ■

Historic garage gets innovation honors

The Townsend Garage was repurposed by Resource Bank for its Sycamore Branch.
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Get updated on motor vehicle rules.
Trucking regulations can be 

complicated, and farm exemptions 
compound that problem. Seems 
everyone has a different answer to 
your question.  

Illinois Farm Bureau, along 
with DeKalb, Kane, McHenry, 
and Winnebago-Boone County 
Farm Bureaus, will be co-hosting 
a two-hour seminar that focuses 
on trucking laws—old and new—
specifically for farmers. The seminar 
is scheduled for Monday, March 11 at 
Joe’s Place in Marengo beginning at 
7 p.m. 

Farmers will be introduced to new 
rules, old rules which still apply, 
and learn whether or not exemptions 
are available. Farmers will have the 
chance to ask those farm trucking 
questions that everyone seems to 
have an opinion about, but no one can 
agree on an answer.

Trucking laws have been reshaped 
in recent years with more changes 

On-The-Road Truck Seminar in March
yet to come. Rules recently affected 
include: farmer exemptions, Harvest 
Season permit, Electronic Logging 
Devices (ELDs), waivers for insulin-
related diabetic drivers, a new class 
“C” license plate, Covered Farm 
Vehicle options for small trucks, and 
the UCR payment schedule and fees 
for 2019.

Presenting the seminar will be 
Kevin Rund and Kirby Wagner who 

National FFA Week is Feb. 16-23. 
FFA chapters throughout the county 
have plans to promote agriculture and 
FFA. Check with your local chapter 
to see what they are doing. The 2019 
theme is “Just One.”

Ag Safety Awareness Week is 
March 3-9. It’s a time to promote 
being safe on the farm and practice 
safety prior to the start of the spring 
planting season. This year’s theme is: 
“Safety: Know Your Limits.”

National Ag Day is March 14. 
The Farm Bureau organization 
and other ag groups will be 
commemorating this special day 
and theme, “Agriculture: Food for 
Life.” 

National Ag Week is March 
10-16 in DeKalb County. Farm 
Bureau is partnering with ag groups 
and the local hospitals to provide 
gift baskets filled with ag-related 
products to babies born this week. ■

Agriculture celebrated
It’s that time of year again – to celebrate ag-related days and weeks.

specialize in farm transportation 
issues for the Illinois Farm Bureau. 
And they’ll provide take-home 
materials covering these topics.

The seminar and a pizza buffet 
are free to Farm Bureau members 
courtesy of the sponsoring County 
Farm Bureaus, but advance 
registration is required. For 
reservations, please call 815-338-
1520 or email mcfbmgr@att.net. ■

Young Leaders to  
tour Tate & Lyle

Join the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Young Leaders (ages 
18-35) on a tour of Tate & Lyle in 
Sycamore on Feb. 28. Tate & Lyle 
is a worldwide supplier of food 
and beverage ingredients including 
sweeteners, texturants, fibers, and 
starches. Every year, Tate & Lyle 
processes 1.4 million acres of corn 
throughout its U.S. facilities.

After the tour, Young Leaders 
can gather for dinner and 
conversation at PJ’s Courthouse 
Tavern, Sycamore. RSVP to 
Anna Schelkopf at aschelkopf@
dekalbfarmbureau.org.
Thursday, Feb. 28, 4:30 p.m. 
Tate & Lyle – 1631 Prairie Drive, 
Sycamore ■



34      CONNECTIONS    February 2019

Science Siesta scheduled
Science Siesta, for boys and girls in 4th-6th grades, is planned for April 

at the Discovery Center Children’s Museum in Rockford. 
The Boys Science Siesta is Friday and Saturday, April 12-13. The Girls 

Science Siesta is Friday and Saturday, April 26-27, sponsored by the 
University of Illinois Extension. The Siestas run from 5 p.m. on Friday 
until 8:30 a.m. on Saturday. 

Science Siesta’s are special overnight ventures of sleeping in a museum 
and learning about science experiences. Each event starts with a pizza 
dinner then meeting real scientists who will tell youth about their jobs. 
Later in the evening, young people will have the choice to learn about 
either the rainforest, space geology, or the technology of science. 

Besides all the fun activities youth will 
be able to explore, play and sleep in the 
Discovery Center Museum.

Space is limited. Cost is $40 and covers 
costs of a t-shirt, pizza, snack, breakfast, overnight in the museum, and the 
materials needed for activities. 

To register, visit https://go.illinois.edu/sciencesiesta. Deadline to 
register is March 29.

News provided by offices in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture

Summer camp open to youth
DeKalb County 4-H announces this 

year’s summer camp will be held at 
Rock River Christian Camp in Polo, 
June 10-14.

4-H Camp offers a variety of 
activities such as archery, crate 
stacking, arts and crafts, hiking, pool, 
nature study, team building and large 
group games.

Camp is open to youth ages 8 to 
14. You do not have to be in 4-H to 
attend.

Camp fee is $250 for 4-H members, 
$270 for non-members. 

Register by March 1 at: https://
web.extension.illinois.edu/regist
ration/?RegistrationID=19616 or 
contact the DeKalb County 4-H office 
for a registration packet.
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Starting in the 2019 growing 
season, the DeKalb County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
will be promoting a new program 
called S.T.A.R. (Saving Tomorrow’s 
Agriculture Resources). 

The program which started with 
the Champaign County SWCD 
is a free state-wide tool to assist 
farm operators and landowners in 
evaluating their nutrient and soil loss 
management practices on individual 
fields. The ultimate goal is to meet 

the goals of the Illinois Nutrient Loss 
Reduction Strategy (NLRS). 

The S.T.A.R. evaluation program 
assigns points for each cropping, 
tillage, nutrient application, and soil 
conservation activity on individual 
fields. The S.T.A.R. Science 
Committee is made up of experts and 
university researchers who reviewed 
practices and determined the points 
and ranking system. 

Higher point values are assigned 
to those practices that align best with 
the NLRS science assessment and 
goals and will be updated annually to 
reflect the most current research. The 
star rating for a field can be anywhere 
from one to five stars.

There are several potential benefits 
for participating in this program:

• Increase net farm income
• Inspire other farmers and 

landowners to take action in helping 

Saving Tomorrow’s Agriculture Resources

Meet Jeff Woodyatt, the new 
Resource Conservationist at the 
DeKalb County Soil and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD).

Jeff’s first day at the SWCD office 
was Jan. 28. “I’m excited to work 
with local farmers and organizations 
on SWCD projects,” said Jeff.  

The Resource Conservationist 
will be responsible for planning and 
implementing SWCD programs 
for conservation and educational 
outreach.

Some of those programs include 
watershed planning, conservation 
seeding and pollinator plots, the 
new S.T.A.R. (Saving Tomorrow’s 
Agriculture Resources) program, and 
assisting with conservation programs 
in conjunction with the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture, Natural 

Jeff Woodyatt was recently hired as the 
new Resource Conservationist in the 
SWCD office.

Resources Conservation Service and 
USDA.

Jeff brings a biology background 
to the new position at SWCD. He 
earned a bachelor’s and master’s 
degree in biology from Western 
Illinois University.  

He has previous experience in 
natural resources as a biological field 
researcher and habitat assessment 
technician at WIU in Macomb. 
He also worked for the Missouri 
Department of Conservation as 
a resource assistant and fisheries 
assistant in the vicinity of St. Louis. 
Most recently, he was a resource 
technician for Woodhaven Lakes 
in Sublette and conducted natural 
resource projects.

Originally from Genoa, during 
his youth Jeff’s family moved to 
Prophetstown. Currently, Jeff and his 
wife Stephanie reside in Dixon.

Jeff will be assisting Dean Johnson, 
SWCD executive director. “Having 
another person in our office will 

New Resource Conservationist at SWCD

increase output and will allow us 
to accomplish more projects while 
serving more people,” said Dean. The 
new position is being funded with 
community support, county and state 
revenue. ■

to meet nutrient loss reduction goals 
for Illinois

• Promote a positive image of 
farmers and agriculture in the local 
community

• Decrease nutrient loss
• Promote producers for new 

farmland leases
• Assist producers in securing local 

conservation cost share
• Assist producers in obtaining 

future market premiums for crops 
grown using conservation cropping 
practices 

• Assist producers in obtaining 
documentation in support of water 
quality issues.

If you are interested in learning 
more and would like to participate 
in the program contact the DeKalb 
County SWCD for more information, 
815-756-3234, ext. 3 or stop in and 
see Dean Johnson or Jeff Woodyatt. ■
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To solve the big challenges of tomorrow, 
start with simple steps today
At COUNTRY Financial®, we know that protecting the things you love and preparing 
for tomorrow start with simple steps. When you’re ready to start, we’re ready to help.

0817-500HC-14092-10/18/2017

#TakeSimpleSteps

Phil Hasz 
(815) 756-8026

Chris Patterson 
(815) 756-9536

Dean Miller 
(815) 748-7064

Curtis Burket 
(815) 786-2209

Kyle Groenhagen 
(815) 895-2005

Craig Popp 
(815) 756-9536

Gavin Wilson 
(815) 748-7064

Doug Brewington 
(815) 786-2209

Dan Howes 
(815) 756-9536

Mike Shipley 
(815) 756-9536

David Gingerich 
(815) 784-6688

Kathy Martin 
(815) 786-6584

Phil Hasz
(815) 756-8026

Craig Popp
(815) 756-9536

Gavin Wilson
(815) 748-7064

Kathy Martin
(815) 786-6584

Dan Howes
(815) 756-9536

Mike Shipley
(815) 756-9536

David Gingerich
(815) 784-6688

Steve Klopfenstein
(815) 824-2920

Chris Patterson
(815) 756-9536

Dean Miller
(815) 748-7064

Curtis Burket
815-786-2209 

Olando Watt, Jr.
(815) 756-8026

1018-549HO



DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178


