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Use Legend Professional Turfgrass for a yard
your family can enjoy. Why do professional
groundskeepers use turfgrass?

Because they need a field that looks great,
prevents injuries, and allows play. Doesn’t
your family deserve the same?

20048 Webster Rd.
DeKalb, IL  60115

815-756-2739

www.conservfs.com
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Mark Tuttle is a 4th generation farmer 
from Somonauk and president of the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
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Safety First
As farmers plan for another spring season we are reminded of the many hours 

needed to prepare the soil, plant the seed and nurture an emerging crop.   Depending 
on Mother Nature, this process can be quite smooth or may be challenging to say the 
least.   

We are also reminded that agriculture ranks in the top four most dangerous oc-
cupations along with commercial fishermen, loggers and aircraft pilots/engineers.   
Needless to say, safety is something we take seriously and we ask you to help in this 
effort.  

Safety for a farmer means being alert to the environment, but it also means taking 
time to think before you act.  Being alert at all times is important.  This might mean 
taking a break after many hours on the tractor. Or it might simply mean taking that 
extra step to ensure those around you are aware of your next move.

For the public, it means being aware that farm equipment will be sharing the 
roads with you the next few months.  Farm equipment travels much slower than the 
average car and approaching this equipment at 55 miles per hour can lead to quick 
reactions.  Therefore, please be alert to farm vehicles on roads.     

So as we LOOK FORWARD to another successful planting season, let all of us 
LOOK FORWARD as we travel our rural roads.  Together, let’s make it a safe and 
enjoyable spring! ■
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Find this KERNEL  
and win!

Let’s have some fun while reading 
Connections! We challenge you to find 
the corn kernel (resembling the black 
sketch above) in this month’s issue of our 
magazine and be eligible to win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org by May 7 for 
your chance to win. 

When responding by email, the subject 
line of your message should read, “I 
found the kernel” and the body of your 
message must include the page number 
and exact description of the location of 
the kernel on that page. You will also 
need to include your name, address, 
phone number and age in the email.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. Good luck finding 
the kernel!

Last month’s winner was Avery Plote of 
Leland. The kernel was hidden on page 
21 in the photo of Bill Deutsch, under the 
table by his knee. ■
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Calendar
May
May 5 

Gibson Brothers -  
Greenbriar Mountain Music 

Prime Timers Program 
12-Noon 

$6, RSVP by April 29 
“M” & “A+” members

May 19
Fair Oaks Farm Tour 
8 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

$50 “M” & “A+” members 
$60 guests

May 26
Memorial Day 

Farm Bureau Office closed

June
June 2

Woody James Music 
Prime Timers Program 

12-Noon 
$6, RSVP by May 27 
“M” & “A+” members

June 11
Senior Follies 

Harlem HS, Rockford 
11 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

$45 “M” & “A+” members 
$55 guests

June 27
Farm Safety Camp 

Jonamac Orchard, Malta 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

$10, Register by June 13

Meetings held at the Center for 
Agriculture unless otherwise noted.   

For most meeting reservations contact 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau  

office, 815/756-6361.

Visit us on the web
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org

On Prairie Drive
       Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Follow us on facebook
facebook.com/dekalbfarmbureau.aglit

Send magazine comments to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

Generations of Family Farmers
I was digging through some family photos 

recently when I found just what I was looking 
for -- old wedding photographs of my parents, 
my grandparents, my great-grandparents and 
my great-great grandparents.  

I just love these old photos and continue to 
gawk at the differences in their wedding attire, 
their mostly serious facial expressions (they 
didn’t smile in photographs way back then), 
and variations in their physiques.  The photos 
conjure up connections to my ancestors.

As I gaze at the photos I’m reminded these 
direct ancestors of mine have one commonality – they were all farmers. Now 
I recall what farming was like as far back as my grandparents’ days but I can 
only imagine the rudimentary farming regime dating back to the 1800s.  If these 
photos could talk my ancestors would probably tell me how tough farming was 
then. They didn’t have the technology and modern machinery we have today.

What they did have was a good work ethic, a passion for farming, and a farm 
family that worked together to make a living, and that still exists today. 

My son is getting married this summer and his wedding photo will be added 
to the collage as he aspires to be the 6th generation of family farmers. ■
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Corn is the number one crop in DeKalb County. 
Farmers will plant about 240,000 acres of corn in the county this year.  
With modern machinery, they can plant beween 100-300 acres per day.
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Planting Timeline
This year’s planting season has 

been delayed due to the cold weather.  
Typically, farmers start planting 
corn in mid-April and finish up by 
mid-May.  Soybeans are planted 
next, usually during the month of 
May. 

It’s important to plant corn and 
soybeans in a timely manner in 
order to have optimum yields. As the 
calendar days push further into May 
and June crop yields diminish.

Every year is different and farmers 
are at the mercy of Mother Nature 
during the planting season. And, of-
tentimes it will rain so farmers will 
have to wait until the soil is dry to 
resume planting operations.  But with 
dry soil conditions farmers can plant 
between 100-300 acres per day with 
their modern and efficient equipment. 

Farmers and their employees work 
long hours to get the crop planted. 
They make sure their equipment is 
working properly and coordinate 
certain fieldwork tasks.

Spring Planting Season

Ben Underwood maintains all of 
the farm equipment at Walter Farms 
in rural DeKalb. As head mechanic 
he has thoroughly inspected, repaired 
and serviced the many implements 
being used this spring. 

“My goal is to work on equipment 
in the shop and catch any problems 
before we get to the fields,” said 
Underwood, who also helps with 

fieldwork. “We want to avoid break-
downs if at all possible.”

Preparing the Seedbed
Underwood explains that the farm 

crew begins preparing the seedbed by 
first applying anhydrous ammonia. 
Their John Deere 8960 tractor pulls 
an application toolbar and a white 
anhydrous tank across the field to 
inject NH3  into the soil. The nitrogen 
fertilizer is a necessary nutrient that 
boosts corn plant development and 
growth. 

Once nitrogen is applied, a field 
cultivator is used to work up the soil. 
The tractor pulls the field cultivator 
that is equipped with 90 triangular 
shovels which dig down about four 
inches into the soil, then lifts and 
turns the soil. The drag on the back 
of the cultivator levels out the soil 
making for a nice even seedbed.

This year the Walters plan to plant 
some no-till soybeans into corn 
stubble.  So there will be no tillage 
done before planting the soybeans 
into the corn residue. ►

Anhydrous Ammonia: This Caterpillar tractor pulls an application toolbar and 
anhydrous tank across the field to apply anhydrous ammonia. Nitrogen fertilizer is 
applied to the soils before planting to boost crop development and growth.

Field Cultivator: This field cultivator pulled by a John Deere tractor lifts and turns 
the soil and the drag on the back end levels out the soil making for a smooth seedbed 
before planting.

DeKalb County farmers are busy planting corn and soybeans.   
So what really happens during the planting season? And, what is all that equipment in the fields?
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Planter: This John Deere planter can plant 24 rows of corn or soybeans in one 
pass across the field. GPS technology also provides auto-steer features on some 
tractors, which means the tractor steers itself most of the time.

Planting with  
GPS Technology

Using a John Deere 1770 planter, 
Underwood says they can plant 24 
rows at a time in one pass across the 
field.  On an average day they plant 
250 acres of corn. 

The central commodity system of 
the planter holds 100 bushels of corn 
in two large tanks, which dispenses 
seed to the individual planter boxes 
and finally the seed is dropped into 
rows in the soil.

Technology is a big component of 
the planter system. A Precision 20/20 
monitor mounted in the tractor cab 
keeps track of down pressure, and 
placement of seed, said Underwood. 
“This allows us to do a better job of 
planting.”

The GPS feature on the tractor 
provides auto-steer, which means 
the tractor does the steering and it’s 

Ben Underwood gets the John Deere 
planter ready for spring planting at the 
Walter Farm. He is the head mechanic 
and is responsible for making sure all of 
the equipment is working properly before 
operating it in the field.

Sprayer: This self-propelled front mount 
sprayer has a 90 foot boom which sprays 
crop protectants on the crops, here post-
emerge. A farmer only sprays herbicides, 
insecticides or fungicides when needed 
to protect the plants.

practically hands-free. The tractor 
driver has to grab hold of the 
steering wheel at the end of the 
field to turn the tractor and then 
it’s back to utilizing auto-steer.

For soybeans, planting opera-
tions are similar. 

Once fields are ready it doesn’t 
take long to plant the corn and 
soybeans at the Walter Farm. “Last 
year we got done planting in about 
10 days. If we have weather issues 
this year we are geared up to apply 
anhydrous, cultivate and plant a field 
simultaneously,” Underwood noted.

Spraying for Weeds
After the corn has been planted 

a Walker 44 self-propelled sprayer 
is used to apply herbicides on the 
field. This is done pre-emerge and if 
needed again post-emerge.

The Walters scout the fields to 
make determinations on herbicide 

control as well as fungicide or insec-
ticide controls all contingent upon 
weeds, diseases and pests impacting 
the plants. If needed, they will again 
use their sprayer with its 90 foot 
boom to spray crop protectants.

Soybeans are also sprayed with 
crop protectants as needed.

So as you can see there are several 
tasks that happen in the springtime 
in farm fields throughout the county. 
“It’s all part of growing corn and 
soybeans,” said Underwood. ■
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Farm Cat Management 101
Growing up, I had a housecat. Fluffy was outgoing and friendly – not 

your typical cat. His cattiness came at a cost, though. For a housecat, Fluffy 
was quite the hunter; however, while we praised him for catching mice and 
packrats, and even the occasional rabbit, those rodents didn’t agree with his 
system. My parents once forked over $500 in enemas to rid him of a rodent 
bone blockage. Fluffy’s backside and my dad’s wallet took a beating that week.

Fluffy, in no stretch of the imagination, could have been considered a “farm 
cat.” Farm cats have a job and a different existence than house cats. When we 
got married, our farm boasted ownership of a female cat and the occasional 
tom cat, passing through like a traveling salesman peddling his “wares” to our 
female. 

Over the 20 years I’ve been on the farm, we’ve had numerous farm cats, 
each with their own name and story – Stink, Worthless, Checkers, Puffy 
Run, Miss Kitty, Reba, Fred, Jasper, Junie, Casey and Brownie. 

One of the sad but true facts about farm cats is that they have much shorter 
lives than their house-cat cousins. While coyotes factor largely into depopulat-
ing a herd of cats, I learned the cold, hard truth that most farmers already know 
– spending any money (outside of the occasional bag of Farm & Fleet Friskies) 
on a cat is the equivalent of signing its death warrant.

Take for example, Brownie. My father-in-law, Jim, and I took a special 
shine to Brownie, partly because he was so friendly but mostly because he was 
an excellent hunter. What made him unique was that he was a tom that had 
decided he’d found a pretty good gig at our farm and seemed to have taken 
up permanent residence. One day, Jim pulled me aside and suggested we get 
Brownie neutered so that he’d never get the itch to leave. 

With Jim’s blessing, I boxed ‘ol Brownie up and hauled him to the local vet 
for his life-changing surgery. So $100 and a day later I brought the new and 
improved Brownie home. He soon resumed the work of a farm cat … for about 
a week. Then Jim came to me with the sad news that he’d found Brownie dead 
in the middle of the road. We both  mourned his loss along with the $100. We 
tacitly agreed never to speak of it again. 

One occurrence is an anomaly, but two or more constitutes a rule. Miss Kitty, 
whether nursing a litter or not, knew her job and did it well. Tiny but tenacious, 
she controlled the rat population with ease. Her only downside was that she was 
abnormally prolific. Miss Kitty spouted litters of kittens year ‘round. Twenty 
below and snowing, she’d find a spot in the horse barn to give birth. By now, 
I’d had my own litter and my little guys couldn’t bear the thought of those 
kittens freezing while mama was out hunting. So we made a box for her and her 
family in our basement. 

Because Miss Kitty was such a special cat, we decided to get her “fixed.” 
Spaying costs slightly more than neutering, so we were invested even more in 
Miss Kitty when, a week post-surgery, she was hit by a car. 

Then there was Reba, a dumped cat that my son, Justis, found freezing and 
starving in one of the barns. Reba showed absolutely no talent as a farm cat. 
Either very smart or very dumb, she had her first (and last) litter of kittens in 

Larisa Willrett, Malta Farm Woman

Larisa Willrett is a farm woman and 
mother of three.  She and her husband 
farm and feed cattle in rural Malta.

a bucket of nails in the attic of our 
machine shed, mid-summer. We 
promptly made a much more ap-
propriate and comfortable bed for 
the new family in a cooler part of 
the shed, however Reba stubbornly 
moved her brood back to the nail 
bucket. Whether those kittens died 
of tetanus or heatstroke I don’t 
know, but the whole experience 
prompted us to make the third (and 
last) decision to “fix” a cat, if only 
to protect any future litters from 
Reba’s maternal ignorance. Well, 
you know how that little vignette 
ends. 

I’ve since decided the best thing 
we can do to bolster our farm 
cats’ longevity is to keep it cheap. 
They get kibble, an occasional 
deworming, and a heat lamp during 
frigid temperatures. 

Current farm residents Jasper 
and Casey have shown a talent for 
hunting rats, but on cold winter days 
prefer to take down the sparrows 
huddled in the barn, dragging their 
carcasses over to the heat lamp and 
eating them next to their dish of 
kibble. I hope my few concessions 
to Jasper and Casey’s comfort hasn’t 
cursed them in the eyes of the Kitty 
Grim Reaper. ■
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$

“Keep Your Estate From Shrinking 
  & Keep Peace in the Family”

Featuring Marc Carmichael, J.D., President of the R&R Newkirk Company. 
Marc has worked in the field of charitable gift planning for 38 years. 

RSVP by May 1
DeKalb County Community Foundation

815-748-5383 or barb@dekalbccf.org. 

Sponsors

$

$

$

$

Estate shrinkage from taxes and probate costs

Ten events that can make your estate plan obsolete

Estate planning that keeps peace in the family

Worthwhile causes to consider in your estate plan

Recent developments in tax & financial planning

This collaborative program will help you to plan for 
your financial future, maximize your estate and 
consider lasting ways to benefit your community.  
There will be no solicitation.

Light refreshments. No charge to attend.

Estate Planning Seminar

Thursday, May 8, 2014
DeKalb County Farm Bureau

1350 W. Prairie Dr., Sycamore
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Learn how to make the most of your 
savings and grasp an understanding of:

DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Foundation

for Agriculture
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Columbine & Bluebells
Photo courtesy of Bob Lindholm
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Hello Spring!
Spring signals the new gardening 

season as we try to forget the very 
difficult conditions we endured this 
long, cold winter. It is time to look 
forward to the return of some of 
our favorite spring flowers such as 
columbine and bluebells. It’s time 
also to learn about new varieties of 
plants and new gardening trends.

Let’s get started
In addition to the new trends and 

plants, it is always fun and interest-
ing to explore the new “buzz words” 
for 2014. We will be hearing about 
ground up gardening, super foods/
super models and bee-nificials.

Ground up gardening is the 
process by which fresh garden 
produce is grown and ends up on 
our dinner table. This trend includes 
home vegetable gardening, edible 
landscaping and community gardens 
which have all been on the rise for 
the last five years. 

Super foods/super models is the 
new trend to grow highly nutritious 
foods using non- traditional growing 
methods. Topping the charts for 
super foods is anything made with 
kale and the use of microgreen forms 
of lettuce, chard, spinach, basil and 
dill.

Super models are made up of 
unconventional containers used to 

The perennial plant of the year is ‘Northwind’ which is a native 

switchgrass.  ‘Northwind’ has attractive blue/green leaves and can 

grow to a stately 5’. It prefers full sun but will tolerate light shade.

Barb Lindholm,  
University of Illinois Extension  
DeKalb County Master Gardener

grow flowers,  vegetables and herbs 
indoors. This includes growing under 
lights, in plastic containers of all 
shapes and sizes and indoor window 
boxes placed on windowsills. These 
more unique systems will be perfect 
for anyone living without outdoor 
gardening space. 

However, if outdoor space allows, 
more conventional containers are a 
great option for growing some of the 
new vegetables. New vegetables for 
2014 include ‘Mascotte’ bush bean, 
‘Pick a Bushel’ cucumber, ‘Patio 
Baby’ eggplant and ‘Cayennetta’ 
pepper. All are easy to grow in con-
tainers and produce good yields.

Bee-neficials is a very important 
trend this year. The survival of bees 
and other pollinators is absolutely 
essential for our gardens and our 
total environment. Colony Collapse 
Disorder has severely impacted the 
bee population. 

How can we help? Bees are 
looking for two things - nectar and 
pollen. As gardeners, we can help by 
growing plants that are rich in nectar 
and pollen. The number one plant 
type to grow to assist the bees are the 
native plant varieties. Native plant 

suggestions include asters, Black-
eyed Susans, penstemons, cone-
flowers and sunflowers (helianthus). 
Non-native plants preferred by bees 
include lavender, hysop, zinnias and 
most herbs.

New flower varieties  
for 2014

The AAS (All American Selec-
tions) judges have selected the 
following annual plants as their 
choices of plants to consider for your 
garden this year: petunia ‘African 
Sunset’, sunflower ‘Suntastic’, 
gaura ‘Sparkle White’, New Guinea 
impatiens ‘Sweet Orange’ and 
penstemon ‘Arabesque’.

The perennial plant of the year 
is ‘Northwind’ which is a native 
switchgrass. There are two exciting 
things about this plant. The first is 
that it is only the third decorative 
grass ever selected for this honor, 
and the second is that it was found 
right here in northern Illinois near 
Elgin. Annually, approximately 400 
plants are entered in this important 
competition.

‘Northwind’ has attractive blue/
green leaves and can grow to a 
stately five feet. It prefers full sun 
but will tolerate light shade. It has 
been assigned a zone 4 hardiness 
rating. Good news – it’s not popular 
with the deer. Northwind is a polite 
grass which grows columnar and is 
therefore not invasive to your other 
garden plants.

One last suggestion for your 2014 
garden is the use of the Sweet Spot 
Roses. These roses are designed for 
use in our northern Illinois climate. 
They are colorful, great for growing 
in the ground or in a container and 
are available in ‘Ruby’, ‘Yellow’, 
‘Peach’ and ‘Calypso’. Each rose, 
regardless of color, has a decorative 
orange/pink center spot.

The new plants and trends offer us 
so many interesting and fun options 
for 2014. The Master Gardeners wish 
you a very happy and productive 
gardening season. ■
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Anhydrous Ammonia
Nitrogen (N) is essential for plant growth and can 
be supplied from several sources: the atmosphere, 
organic matter in the soil, crop residues, animal 
manures and commercial fertilizers. One of the 
most popular commercial fertilizers used to improve 
nitrogen levels in the soil is anhydrous ammonia, 
NH3. 
Why do farmers use 
anhydrous ammonia?

Farmers apply fertilizers such as NH3 to replenish soil 
nutrients used by crops like corn and soybeans. This 
enables proper plant development and healthy crops. 

Anhydrous ammonia is the most efficient, most 
cost-effective and environmentally-friendly choice of 
nitrogen fertilizer. It is a key nutrient injected in soils 
after crops are harvested in the fall or before planting 
crops in the spring, plus it also may be applied with a 
sprayer in early summer as part of a farmer’s nitrogen 
management plan. 

Farmers test their soils to measure N-P-K nutrients 
(nitrogen, potassium and phosphorus) and manage the 
soil’s health.  They add nutrients to the soil when their 
tests show there are deficiencies. 

Farm & Food

Local Mom’s Perspective

Using Nitrogen Fertilizer for Crops

The Real TRUTH!
Farmers apply anhydrous ammonia to their fields to improve 
nitrogen levels in the soil for plant growth and development. 
It is the most efficient and environmentally-friendly choice of 
nitrogen fertilizer.

What are those white tanks  
being pulled across the farm fields?

NH3 is a colorless, alkaline gas shipped as a liquefied com-
pressed gas in cylinders. These white cylinders are the tanks 
that you see in farm fields. A tractor pulls an injector toolbar 
and white anhydrous tank across the field injecting pre-
scribed amounts of NH3 into the soil. 

Here’s what happens with NH3. Ammonia is stored in its 
liquid form in the pressurized white tank. As the ammonia is 
released from the tank into the injector, the sudden drop in 
pressure causes it to boil. The liquid ammonia expands into a 
gas and is readily absorbed in the soil moisture as nitrogen.

Sometimes you will see these white tanks on roadways 
being transported to farm fields (in 
the spring or fall). Or you might see 
them at agribusiness companies, where 
farmers go for their supply of anhydrous 
ammonia. ■

“Having a strong science background, I know all the ins and outs of the 
nitrogen cycle and the essential role nitrogen plays in various functions of 
all living organisms.  Keeping the soil healthy for grain farmers is just like 
keeping animals healthy for livestock farmers.  When I see those white tanks 
in the fields, I don’t just see farmers putting extra nitrogen into the soil to 
increase crop yields.  I see farmers doing what they do best: being stewards 
of the precious resources in their keeping.” ■

Sandy Arndt is a 7th grade Life Science teacher at Genoa-Kingston Middle School 
and most importantly she is mom to Samuel and Lillian.
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Food Favorites

Ingredients:
1 tablespoon white wine vinegar
2 teaspoons extra-virgin olive oil
1 teaspoon grated lemon rind
2 teaspoons fresh lemon juice
1 small onion, finely chopped
¼ teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
1 cup water
1½ pounds asparagus
2 tablespoons Parmesan cheese, shaved 

Homemade Breadcrumbs
¼ cup day-old garlic bread  
 or French bread, sliced
1 garlic clove, peeled and halved
1 tablespoon unsalted butter

Warm Asparagus Salad 
with Lemon, Parmesan 
and Breadcrumbs

Nutrition Facts (per serving):   
Calories - 103; Fat - 2.1g; Dietary Fiber - 9.0g; 
Protein - 9.3g; Vitamin A - 63%; Vitamin C - 43%; 
Calcium - 10%; Iron - 50%

Prep Time: 15 minutes,
Cook Time: 10 minutes
Total Time: 25 minutes
Difficulty: Easy

Fresh asparagus combines 
with lemon, Parmesan and 
homemade breadcrumbs in this 
healthy and satisfying side dish.

Instructions:
1. To make homemade breadcrumbs, preheat oven to 
375 degrees.  Place bread in a single layer on baking 
sheet.  Bake for 10 minutes or until toasted.  If using 
French bread, toast as above, then rub cut sides of 
garlic over one side of each bread slice.  Place bread 
slices in a food processor; pulse 10 times or until 
bread is coarsely ground.  Arrange breadcrumbs in a 
single layer on a baking sheet; bake for an addition-
al 5 minutes or until golden brown.  Transfer bread-
crumbs to a large bowl.

2. In a small saucepan over medium-high heat, melt 
butter.  Cook 1-2 minutes or until butter is lightly 
browned; remove from heat.  Drizzle butter over 
toasted breadcrumbs; toss well to coat.

3. Combine vinegar, oil, lemon rind, lemon juice and 
onion; stir well with a whisk.  Stir in salt and pepper.

4. Bring 1 cup water to a boil in a large skillet.  Snap 
off or cut tough ends of asparagus; add asparagus 
to pan.  Cook 5 minutes or until tender.  Place 
asparagus on a serving platter.  Drizzle with vinai-
grette; top with breadcrumb mixture.  Garnish with 
Parmesan.  Serve immediately.

Tips & Notes
To save time, use store-bought breadcrumbs instead 
of making your own.  Or, omit the breadcrumbs 
entirely to make this recipe gluten-free.

Recipe created by Charlyn Fargo
from Illinois Farm Bureau Partners
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Farm Country

Farm program dates to remember

Farm managers are forecasting 
that farmland returns may drop by 
20 percent in the next few years. 
The rate of increase in the value of 
Illinois farmland has flattened and 
lower grain prices are to blame.

“Simply put, farmland earnings are 
important and have been the driver 
on prices paid for farmland over the 
past few years,” says Dale Aupperle 
with the Illinois Society of Profes-
sional Farm Managers and Rural Ap-
praisers. “Sharply lower grain prices 
have diminished earnings projections 
and put the brakes on the uptrend in 
farmland values.” 

University of Illinois Farm 
Economist Gary Schnitkey reported 
that prices paid for corn are now near 
$4.30 per bushel. “Prices were con-
sistently above $5 from 2010 through 
midsummer last year. Current ex-
pectations are for lower prices into 
2014.” 

He noted that crop insurance 
provided farmers with a substantial 
amount of cash in 2012 and 2013. 
“Those funds are no longer coming 
in,” he said. “Experts are forecasting 
farmland returns to drop by up to 20 
percent.” 

Local farmers are still the primary 
buyers with estate sales leading the 
way in reasons for selling as well as 

Farmland values may dip with grain prices
bringing properties to the market. 
Public auctions (43 percent) led the 
list of methods of selling followed by 
private treaty (36 percent), sealed bid 

(11 percent) and multi-parcel auction 
(10 percent). 

Cash rents have stabilized, 
Schnitkey said. “Rents are slightly 
off the highs in 2013. This occurred 
because of the drop in commodity 
prices. We could be facing more cash 
rent declines if commodity prices are 
low in the fall this year.”

“Assuming a price of $3.50 for a 
bushel of corn and $10 for a bushel 
of soybeans, 92 percent of our re-
spondents expect cash rents to drop 
$10 or more per acre and no one 
expects to see rents increase,” he 
noted. Source: Illinois Farm Bureau ■

Safety on Roads: Mud Hazards
We know that spring planting has been delayed and chances are field conditions 

may not be ideal. Farmers are reminded to be cognizant of moving machinery 
between fields and traveling on roads with mud on equipment that may end up on 
the pavement.

Mud on pavement can pose hazards to motorists. Today’s motorists may not be 
aware of the field work going on around them and don’t anticipate the possibility 
of mud being on roadways.

Both farmers and motorists are reminded to exercise caution on highways during 
the busy spring planting season. ■

“Sharply lower grain prices 
have diminished earnings 
projections and put the 
brakes on the uptrend in 
farmland values.” 

Dale Aupperle
Illinois Society of Professional Farm 

Managers and Rural Appraisers

The USDA has offered general 
timelines that farmers should keep 
in mind:

- Applications for the Ag 
Land Easement Program will be 
accepted starting around May 1.

- Conservation Stewardship 
Program applications currently 
are being accepted. Farmers can 
expect notification around June 1. 
Obligations will begin sometime 
in late July or early August.

- By mid-May, USDA will 
notify producers whether their 
applications for Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program and 
Management Assistance Programs 
were accepted. Those obligations 
begin June 1.

- Sign up will begin around May 

1 for the Agriculture Conservation 
Easement Program.

- The guaranteed loan term limits 
for FSA loans will be eliminated this 
spring or summer.

- Producers can update production 
history this summer or fall. USDA 
hopes to publicize the final program 
and the regulations for both Agricul-
ture Risk Coverage and Price Loss 
Coverage this fall. Farmers can then 
update yields and bases by the end of 
2014 and early 2015.

- This fall, USDA will release regula-
tions on commodity programs so that 
producers can make decisions by the 
end of this year or early 2015.

For more information contact the 
DeKalb County FSA office, 815-756-
3234. ■
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Farm Country

Children will learn how to recognize 
potential dangers present around the 
farm and develop respect for these 
hazards in interactive sessions.  The 
camp is designed for 8 to 12-year-old 
children who live on a working farm, 
visit farms regularly or have a connec-
tion to farm families.

The DeKalb County Farm Safety 
Camp returns to Jonamac Orchard in 
Malta.  Hours of the camp are from 9 
a.m. until 3 p.m.

Children will be exposed to 12 
safety focus areas with qualified 
experts discussing important 
messages.  Safety focus areas include: 
ATVs, animals, bicycles, chemicals, 
electricity, farm machinery, fire, first 
aid and rescue, grain bin and grain 
wagons, hearing, lawn mowers and 
garden tractors, and semi-truck/trailer 
safety.

Farm Safety Camp provides children 
hands-on sessions such as learning 
safety procedures while riding ATVs, 

Register soon for 2014 Farm Safety Camp

using a fire extinguish-
er, administering first 
aid, operating a lawn 
mower, and riding 
bicycles safely in the 
country.  Other sessions 
provide interactive 
exercises making safety 
topics fun to learn 
about.

Camp hosts are Mary 
Lynn, Jerry, Denice and 
Kevin McArtor.  The 
McArtors welcome 
campers to their 
orchard located on Shabbona Road, 
south of Malta.

Registration forms for camp are 
available at the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau office or on the Farm Bureau 
website: www.dekalbfarmbureau.
org (on the front page, under applica-
tions & forms) and from 4-H leaders. 
Forms are due into the Farm 
Bureau office by Friday, June 13.

Registration fee is $10 per camper 
or $20 per family.  Fee includes a 
t-shirt, lunch and materials.

For more information contact the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau office, 
815-756-6361. Farm Safety Camp 
is being sponsored by the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau with support 
from the COUNTRY Financial 
DeKalb Agency. ■

Teaching kids how to work and play safely on a farm is the 
ultimate goal of DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s Farm Safety 
Camp. The camp is scheduled for Friday, June 27.

Support Pheasants Forever, attend banquet
Pheasants Forever is dedicated to the conservation of pheasants, quail and other wildlife through habitat im-

provements, public awareness, education and land management policies and programs.
The DeKalb County chapter of Pheasants Forever is making plans for its annual fundraising banquet, a highlight 

for area outdoorsmen, hunters, and conservationists.  The banquet is scheduled for Thursday, May 1 at St. Mary’s 
Hall in Sycamore.

Social hour gets underway at 6 p.m.; the dinner begins at 7 p.m. for all interested persons.
Along with dinner there will be an auction and raffles. Proceeds from the event will be 

used in the DeKalb County area for local habitat and educational programs.  The local 
chapter has generated over $275,000 to create and maintain over 3,000 acres of habitat 
and 1,400 acres in food plots over the past 25 years.

The annual membership and dinner ticket is $60 for members. Guest tickets for dinner 
only are $35. 

This year table reservations will be made for parties of 4 or 8 people. All other persons will 
seat themselves at a non-reserved position at a table. 

For ticket reservations contact Ken Kubycheck at pfken@tbc.net or Gordon Kohn at 815-758-2653. ■
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ranked sixth.  The DeKalb County 
soybean yield ranked first in the state 
in both FBFM and USDA averages.  
The highest corn and soybean yields 
in the state were primarily in North 
Central Illinois.   

The DeKalb County FBFM wheat 
yield was 79 bushels, down sharply 
from 107 in 2012.

The average price received for 
new crop corn in 2013 was $4.69 per 
bushel, down from $6.58 in 2012.  
The average price received for new 
crop soybeans in 2013 was $12.85 per 
bushel, down from $14 in 2012.  Even 
with the sharp decline in prices, labor 
and management income per operator 
was a respectable $97,301 for DeKalb 
County FBFM farms in 2013.

Average farm size among FBFM 
farms increased slightly to 1,219 acres 
in 2013.

Crop input costs among Northern 
Illinois FBFM farms grew to just over 
$300 per acre in 2013.  Almost all of 
the increase from 2012 was in seed 
cost.  

Cash rent in DeKalb County 
averaged $240 per acre in 2013, 
according to USDA surveys.  This is 
up slightly from the $237 average in 
2012.

High-yielding wet corn and higher 
propane gas prices pushed drying 

After sharp declines in the price of 
corn and soybeans, the prospects for 
farm income in 2013 declined as well.  
A late start to the planting season and a 
dry July (1.68” of rain at the Northern 
Illinois Agronomy Research Center) did 
not appear to improve those prospects.  
However, in spite of those production 
challenges, corn and soybean yields 
were at or near record levels for 2013.

 DeKalb County FBFM (Farm 
Business Farm Management) corn 
yields averaged 212 bushels per acre 
and soybean yields averaged 64.  The 
corn yield surpassed the 2007 record 
of 204.  The soybean yield was just 
a bushel short of the record of 65 
bushels set in 2011.  

USDA corn and soybean yield 
averages for DeKalb County were 194 
and 58 bushels, respectively.  These 
were just short of records of 197 set 
in 2007 for corn and 60 bushels set in 
2011 for soybeans.  

The DeKalb County FBFM corn 
yield average was the second highest 
in the state while the USDA average 

Scott Newport, FBFM Specialist

costs sharply higher in 2013.  Signifi-
cant cost differences existed between 
commercial and on-farm drying and 
between propane and natural gas 
systems.

Livestock returns were generally 
weak in 2013.  Feed prices for most 
of the year pushed cost of produc-
tion to levels at or above selling 
prices.  Cow-calf operations realized 
solid earnings in 2013 as feeder cattle 
prices reached record levels.  Record 
high prices for market hogs and milk, 
along with lower feed costs, will push 
earnings higher in 2014.

Agricultural commodity prices 
are very dynamic.  When the price 
of a commodity is well above the 
cost of production, market forces are 
working to drive those prices lower 
and the cost of production higher.  
When prices are high, the entire 
world responds by trying to produce 
more of that commodity.  This 
increases the demand for inputs, par-
ticularly land, but almost all costs are 
driven higher.  

2013 was the first year that the 
weather cooperated with those efforts 
to produce more.  This has pushed 
corn and soybean prices back down 
to levels near the cost of production.  
Will the weather cooperate again 
in 2014?  A cold and late spring is 
beginning to raise some doubt. ■

It was the best corn year  
for DeKalb County with  

212 bushels per acre,  
ranking second in the state  

in 2013 FBFM averages.

Corn .......................212 bu./acre
Soybeans...............64 bu./acre
Wheat .....................79 bu./acre
Ave. New Crop  
Corn Price .............$4.69/bu.
Ave. New Crop  
Soybean Price .......$12.85/bu.
Ave. Farm Size ......1,219 acres
Ave. Cash Rent .....$240/acre

Source: DeKalb County FBFM

Strong Corn/Soybean  
Yields for DeKalb County
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“Some years it works well and other years not so,” said Roger about his 
early planting routine. “I look at the past 10 years and determine what is best. 
Hindsight is always good,” he said.

The Hinckley farmer reasons that today’s vigorous hybrid seed can tolerate 
cooler weather and field conditions allowing him to plant early in a “normal 
year”. 

His wife and farm partner, Bev, interjects, “Roger gets anxious so when the 
field is fit and ready, he goes!”

Farmers, like the Larson’s, have not been able to make any early progress in 
their farm fields this year based on the cold, wintery season that has lingered 
into spring.  Lagging a few weeks behind the average start date, most local 
farmers aim to begin planting later this month.

Roger explains that with his line of modern John Deere equipment it won’t 
take long to plant the 1,800 acres that he farms. He averages about 250 acres 
per day in corn acreage and credits his GPS technology and 24-row planter for 
his efficient planting pace. Additionally, the auto-steer feature on his tractor 
improves planting accuracy and takes the stress out of his long days in the 
field.

“Planting is my favorite part of farming,” notes Roger. “When spring comes 
you get this feeling in the air and want to be out in the field planting. It’s a 
feeling that comes over you and it’s what I enjoy most about farming,” he said.

“To plant a seed and watch it grow 
and turn the field green and weed-free 
is a rewarding feeling,” Roger 
continued. 

Roger has been a grain farmer all 
his life and he has a long lineage of 
farm family ancestors. Growing up he 
worked side-by-side with his father, 
Howard.  He missed some school 
days to help in the fields and even 
graduated early from high school to 
farm. Roger, now 52, is the 7th gen-
eration of family farmers.

At Larson Valley Farm, Roger and 
his two employees, Mike Steininger 
and Andy Ehrhart, operate the farm 
equipment. Bev has also run most of 
the equipment, drives the semi-truck 
and fills in as needed.  But lately she’s 
been working in the farm office main-
taining records and tracking farm and 
business inventories, plus sharing her 
time with 9-year-old daughter Jolee. ►

Roger, Jolee & Bev Larson

Roger Larson likes to get an early jump on planting corn, typically in late March.   
But not this year. He’s hoping to plant his first field corn by the end of April, weather permitting.
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“Planting is my favorite part of farming. When 
spring comes you get this feeling in the air and 
want to be out in the field planting. It’s a feeling 
that comes over you and it’s what I enjoy most 
about farming.”  

Roger Larson, Hinckley farmer

The husband and wife team find marketing their 
grain the most challenging aspect of the farm business. 
“It’s easier to grow the crop than to market it,” says 
Roger. “That’s because fluctuations in the market price 
can change dramatically throughout the year.”

“Back in my dad’s farming days you didn’t see the 
market price fluctuations that you see today,” said 
Roger.  “You pretty much knew what to expect in grain 
pricing.”

That’s not all that has changed at Larson Valley 
Farm. Howard has kept immaculate records and Roger 
now looks back at some of them from the past. Old 
receipts dating back to 1942 show his dad bought 
10 bags of DEKALB seed corn for $72.50.  Today 
those 10 bags would be about $4,000. That same year 
Howard purchased a new line of farm equipment – a 
tractor, disk, plow, cultivator and harrow for $1,760 
from Englehart’s John Deere Implement in Paw Paw. 
Today a farmer typically would not buy all of these 
in one purchase and the price tag would total around 
$400,000 for similar equipment, explained Roger.

The home farm was purchased by Roger’s grand-
father, John C. Larson, for $165 per acre in 1941, for 
newlyweds Howard and Harriett Larson. Howard, now 

96, still lives in the farm house on Bastian Road. He transi-
tioned the farming operation over to Roger at the age of 70, 
but helped operate equipment up until a few years ago.

“Working together as a family” is important to the 
Larson’s. “It’s rewarding to get things done and we enjoy 
good days together,” said Bev.

Another unique part of the family history is the one-room 
school house, known as Fay’s School, which rests about 
¼ mile directly east of the home farm. Bev’s mother and 
Roger’s sister were once students in the schoolhouse that 
was open to rural students from 1861 to 1957. Roger’s 
dad bought the schoolhouse nearly 60 years ago and then 
converted it into a home where Roger, Bev and Jolee live 
today on Gov. Beveridge Highway. Jolee enjoys the school 
bell, blackboard and desk from the old schoolhouse.

Besides the farm operation, the Larson’s and their 
employees manage 
and operate their 
agribusiness 
company, Farmers 
Helping Farmers. 
The company offers 
a complete line 
of farm chemical 
products that they 
sell and distrib-
ute to other farm 
families. ■

Jolee Larson & Lilly

Howard & Roger Larson
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Patrick is a young boy who discovers 
a cow in his kitchen and three hens in 
his refrigerator one morning. Summer is 
a 12-year-old girl whose family works 
for a custom wheat harvesting company 
based in Kansas. What do these two 
children have in common?

They’re both characters in books 
donated to DeKalb County schools in  
honor of National Agriculture Week, which took place March 23-29.

Agricultural literacy is intended to increase the agricultural awareness and 
understanding of both children and adults. Since 2002, DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau’s Ag Week book donations have helped to accomplish this task. In 
fact, over 80 different titles have been donated in 13 years. If you add up all 

of the ag-related books (and a 
handful of videos) distributed 
to schools in that time, it comes 
to 2,608.

It all started one day years 
ago when Ag Literacy Coor-
dinator Rhodora Collins was 
preparing to conduct a teacher 
workshop. The workshop was 
taking place in a school library, 

A Cow 
in the 
Kitchen?

“DeKalb County  
Farmers Ag Mag” 
by DeKalb County  

Farm Bureau Ag Literacy

To commemorate National Agriculture Week, local sponsors pitched in to donate 
books to schools across the county. Davenport Elementary in Genoa was one of  
37 schools that benefitted from the donations. Shown with the books are (clockwise) 
Kyley McGee; sponsor Colleen Marshall; Daniel Newhall; Marvin Wiederhold 
representing sponsor Tate & Lyle Food Systems; Liam Schuster; kindergarten teacher 
Marcy Billington; and Madison Pasholk. The children pictured are all kindergarten 
students of Mrs. Billington.

“The Thing  
About Luck”

by Cynthia 
Kadohata

“Water:  
Sources, Use, 
Conservation”

by Nancy Carlson

“Ice Cream:  
The Full Scoop”
by Gail Gibbons

“The Cow in  
Patrick O’Shanahan’s  

Kitchen” 
by Diana Prichard

and having set up all of her supplies a 
little bit early, she had some waiting 
time before the teachers arrived. So 
she perused the shelves, idly looking 
for books about farming. They were 
hard to find. 

The few books she did find were 
sorely out-of-date. One depicted 
equipment a farmer would now be 
proud to display in an antique tractor 
show. Another showed livestock pro-
duction methods from another era. 
“School libraries should have books 
about MODERN agriculture,” she 
thought. The book donation program 
began shortly thereafter. ►

Donated books  
teach kids about ag

Ag Literacy

“This opportunity builds a respect and ap-
preciation towards farming and exposes my 
students to careers and information about 
agriculture. My students can contribute 
more to their community if they are aware 
of agriculture right outside their door.” 

Marcy Billington, Davenport Elementary 
Genoa kindergarten teacher
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“Water is a natural resource. It 
is indispensable for farmers and 
ranchers who raise the animals and 
crops we eat and use for fiber such 
as wool and cotton.” So begins the 
book “Water: Sources, Use, Con-
servation.” Author Nancy Carlson 
blends her background experiences 
as an educator, curriculum writer, 
and Colorado cattle rancher into this 
amazingly informational book.

Water is a big topic to address, 
and many children’s books already 
tackle various aspects of this 
precious resource. Few provide such 

“Water: Sources, Use, Conservation” 
helps readers understand our most 
important resource and agriculture’s 
critical role in its conservation and 
protection.

Recommended resources about agriculture

“Water: Sources,  
 Use, Conservation”
 By Nancy Carlson
 Nonfiction
 Ages: 9-12, Pages: 32
 Cover: Paperback
 Publisher: Northwest Arm Press
 ISBN-13: 978-1-926781-10-5

a comprehensive overview while sprin-
kling in facts about water’s critical role 
in agriculture, however. 

The book covers water and agricul-
tural topics like states of matter, earth’s 
supply of freshwater, the hydrologic 
(water) cycle, groundwater, water-
sheds, wetlands, floods, droughts, and 
irrigation. 

Important agricultural facts flow 
into the narrative seamlessly without 
overwhelming the book’s focus. For 
example, this little-known fact appears 
on a page discussing irrigation: 
“Modern irrigation practices combined 
with more efficient sprinkler systems 
mean that more crops can be produced 
using less irrigation water. Today, 
farmers are using about half the water 
they used 20 years ago.” 

“Water” is an engaging and in-
formational book that will provide 
readers with a comprehensive under-
standing of a vital resource and its 
relationship with agriculture. It was 

donated to school libraries in DeKalb 
County in March of 2014. It may 
also be ordered from the publisher, 
Northwest Arm Press, at www.ag-
booksforkids.com. ■

As in the past, Farm 
Bureau’s Agricultural 
Literacy program worked 
with local sponsors to 
purchase the books for 
elementary and middle 
school libraries. The 
following titles were 
provided this year: “The 
Thing About Luck,” 
by Cynthia Kadohata, 
“Water: Sources, Use, Conservation,” by Nancy Carlson, “Ice Cream: The Full 
Scoop,” by Gail Gibbons, and “The Cow in Patrick O’Shanahan’s Kitchen” by 
Diana Prichard.

Also provided were copies of the second edition of the DeKalb County 
Farmers Ag Mag, a colorful, 4-page, tabloid-size newspaper designed for readers 
of about third grade and up.

The books are available for both students and teachers to borrow. Children find 
them appealing and check them out frequently, as evidenced by the obvious wear 
on books donated in past years. 

Thirty-seven public and private schools benefitted from this effort. Each school 
library received the titles appropriate for grade levels within that building. A total 
of 124 books were distributed this year.

Many thanks to the business-
es, individuals, and organiza-
tions that partnered with Farm 
Bureau to sponsor and purchase 
the books for 2014, including 
Bolander Farms, Sycamore; 
Kevin & Colleen Marshall (in 
memory of LeRoy Cowan), Big 
Rock; Jim & Sue Walter, DeKalb; 
Tate & Lyle Food Systems; and 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Foundation. ■

Some of Marcy Billington’s 
kindergartners eagerly 
peruse ag-related books 
that have been donated to 
Davenport Elementary’s library 
in celebration of National 
Agriculture Week. 2014 marks 
the 13th year such books 
have been provided to school 
libraries across the county.
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Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordi-
nator. Follow her Stray Kernels blog 
at www.straykernels.wordpress.com. 

Stray Kernels
    Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

It’s Safe, All-Natural, and It’ll Work for You!
“Natural” is a friendly word. It conjures green, growing things, blue skies, 

clear water, winsome wildlife. It is the antithesis of all things man-made: cold 
concrete, sterile steel, loathsome landfills. The word “natural” seems to strike 
something deep in our psyche, perhaps a longing for things we miss as we 
race from home to work and back each day. Things like trees, wildflowers, and 
babbling brooks.

Marketers know this about us. We can’t seem to help but believe that natural is 
good. Natural is safe. Natural things are, well… natural. What could be better?

Natural claims frequently appear on products meant to be ingested or used on 
our bodies. Apparently if we aren’t going to eat or wear it, we don’t much care 
if it’s natural. Take cars or cellphones, for example: no natural assertions there! 
I suppose it makes sense that “natural” labeling in food, health supplement, and 
cosmetic marketing would be so ubiquitous. If I eat it, drink it, or put it on my 
skin I’d rather it didn’t make me break out in a rash, stop breathing, or develop 
cancer. If it’s natural, it won’t, right?

Unfortunately, “natural” is NOT a synonym for “safe.” Radon is natural. 
It’s an element found in rocks and soil. It’s also radioactive and the second 
leading cause of lung cancer. Consuming rhubarb leaves can cause convulsions 
and coma. Munching on mistletoe berries will kill you. Hundreds of other sub-
stances easily encountered in nature are both natural and unsafe.

So, depending on my mood, I either giggle or rant when I hear phrases like, 
“It’s safe, all-natural, and it’ll work for you—guaranteed” shouted from the TV 
or radio. I always wonder, “What’s their definition of natural?” 

Some people say natural foods are the ones that don’t contain chemical ingre-
dients. Food writers like Michael Pollen espouse this rule: if you can’t pronounce 
it, you shouldn’t eat it. The idea is that if you read the ingredients list and it 
includes chemical-sounding substances like phenylalanine, glutamic acid, or 
ethyl butanoate, you should avoid that product and reach for something natural, 
like a banana.

Some people say natural foods are the ones that don’t contain genetically 
modified ingredients (GMOs), weren’t treated with conventional pesticides, or 
(in the case of meat, milk, or eggs) don’t come from animals treated with antibi-
otics or hormones. 

What do the regulators say? In case you wondered, in the U.S. there are no 
FDA or USDA regulations for the use of the word “natural” on food labels. 
Therefore, a “natural” claim on one label may not mean the same thing as a 
“natural” statement on another.

Personally, I try not to succumb to “natural” labeling. I’m convinced of 
the safety of GMOs. I’d rather rinse off a practically undetectable amount of 
pesticide residue from an apple than eat a worm. I know livestock treated with 
antibiotics didn’t suffer needlessly with illness and a withdrawal period was 
followed so my meat and milk are antibiotic-free. I know rBST used in dairy 
cows doesn’t change their milk, and that there’s a heck of a lot more estrogen in 
a potato than in a steak from a hormone-implanted steer.

And those unpronounceable chemicals I mentioned earlier? They are just a few 
of the many chemical components of a banana. ■
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Family Health

Walk For Your Health
By KishHealth System

Walking is one of the easiest ways 
for you to be physically active. 
Walking is inexpensive, and you can 
walk almost anywhere and at any 
time. Walking may: 

• Give you more energy and 
stamina and lift your mood.

• Tone your muscles and 
strengthen your bones.

• Increase the number of calories 
your body uses.

• Lower your risk of health 
problems, such as high blood 
pressure, heart disease, high choles-
terol, and type 2 diabetes.

Know Before You Go
Answer the following questions 

before you begin a walking 
program.

• Has your health care provider 
told you that you have heart trouble, 
diabetes, or asthma?

• When you are physically active, 
do you have pains in your chest, 
neck, shoulder, or arm?

• Do you often feel faint or have 
dizzy spells?

• Do you feel extremely breath-
less after you have been physically 
active?

you buy new shoes, walk in them in 
the store.

• Wear clothes that will keep you 
dry and comfortable. Put on fabrics 
that absorb sweat and remove it from 
your skin.

• Divide your walk into three parts. 
Warm up slowly, and then increase 
your speed to a brisk walk. This 
means walking fast enough to elevate 
your heart rate while still being able 
to speak comfortably, concentrate, 
and breathe without effort. Cool 
down slowly.

• Stretch lightly after warm-up and 
cool-down.

• Spread your walking evenly 
throughout the week. Try to walk at 
least 3 days each week if you cannot 
walk daily. Each week, add a few 
minutes to your walk.

• To avoid stiff or sore muscles and 
joints, start gradually. Over several 
weeks, begin walking faster, going 
further, and taking longer walks.

• Set goals and reward yourself.
• Keep track of your progress with 

a walking journal or log. Record date, 
time, and distance.

• Experts recommend at least 150 
minutes each week of moderately 
intense physical activity. Divide these 
minutes up over the week as your 
schedule allows. The more you walk, 
the more health benefits you may 
gain! ■

Get active this spring
10K a Day Team Challenge
May 14-June 12, 6-7 p.m., Valley West 
Hospital, Sandwich

KishHealth System Physical  
Therapy 5K Run/Walk
May 31, 8-9:30 a.m., KishHealth 
System Physical Therapy Center, 
Sycamore
The seventh annual 5K run/walk is 
intended to be both competitive as well 
as promote health and fitness for the 
local community. 
Find out more about both programs at 
www.kishprograms.org. 

• Has your health care provider 
told you that you have bone or joint 
problems, such as arthritis?

• Are you over 50 years old and 
not used to doing any moderate 
physical activity?

• Do you smoke?
• Do you have a health problem or 

physical reason not mentioned here 
that might keep you from starting a 
walking program?

If you answered “yes” to any of 
these questions, check with your 
health care provider before starting a 
walking program.

Start Walking Now!
Leave time in your busy schedule 

to follow a walking program that 
will work for you. 

• Choose a safe place to walk. 
Find a partner or group to walk 
with you. Encourage and support 
each other in committing to walking 
regularly even if each of you has a 
different fitness level or walks at a 
different pace.

• Wear shoes with proper arch 
support, a firm heel, and thick 
flexible soles. They will cushion 
your feet and absorb shock. Before 
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 (From left) Serving as leaders of Farm Bureau on the Executive Committee are: Steve 
Drendel, treasurer, Roy Plote, secretary, Jamie Walter, vice president, Mark Tuttle, 
president, Mike Schweitzer, member, and Berkeley Boehne, member.

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Board of Directors re-elected 
six farmers to the organization’s 
Executive Committee for 2014.

Serving in Farm Bureau leader-
ship are: President Mark Tuttle, Vice 
President Jamie Walter, Secretary Roy 
Plote, Treasurer Steve Drendel and 
committee members Berkeley Boehne 
and Mike Schweitzer.

Here’s a brief profile of the 
Executive Committee:

Mark Tuttle – This is Mark 
Tuttle’s third year as president of the 
county Farm Bureau. Mark has been 
a director of the organization for 14 
years. The 4th generation Somonauk 
farmer raises corn, soybeans, wheat, 
sweet corn and peas. He also has 
a trucking business, hauling grain, 
feed, seed and horticulture products 
throughout the Midwest. Mark and his 
wife, Chris (office manager) have five 
children: Katherine, 27, Elaine, 26, 
Paula, 24, Nelsen, 21, and Erik, 16. 

Jamie Walter – A 5th generation 
farmer, Jamie Walter farms in part-
nership with his father, Jim, growing 
primarily corn and some soybeans. 
Jamie of rural DeKalb also sells seed 
and crop insurance to other farmers 
and is starting a value-added process-
ing business. He and his wife, Kristen 
(finance manager/bookkeeper), have 
three children: Sydney, 10, Joshua, 8, 
and Danielle, 4. 

Roy Plote – Leland farmer Roy Plote farms with his brother, Lester.  They 
grow corn, soybeans, wheat and hay and also raise beef cattle. They are 5th gen-
eration farmers. Roy also is an ADMIS commodity broker with Perfect Choice 
Investments, a division of L&M Commodities. He and his wife, Janet (FSA 
program technician) have two sons, Ethan, 16, and Avery, 13.

Steve Drendel – Shabbona grain farmer Steve Drendel raises corn and 
soybeans. He is a 6th generation family farmer.  Also, Steve is a business partner 
with Paul Dreska in a Precision Planting dealership and installs/repairs farm 
drainage tile. He and his wife, Vickie (farm partner), have four children: David, 
21, Megan, 20, Kate, 17, and Kevin, 15.

Berkeley Boehne –Berkeley Boehne 
and his brother, Vaughn, raise corn, 
soybeans and hogs in their Shabbona 
family farm operation. They also have 
a trucking company. Berkeley and his 
wife, Lindsay (trucking company book-
keeper), have two daughters, Avery, 7, and 
Madison, 4. 

Mike Schweitzer – Malta farmer Mike 
Schweitzer has a limited liability partner-
ship with his father, Paul. Mike is a 6th 
generation grain farmer who raises corn, 
soybeans and sweet corn. He and his wife, 
Amy (health & fitness teacher), have two 
sons, Warren, 5, and Eli, 3. ■

DCFB Priorities - 2014
The DeKalb County Farm Bureau has set priorities for 2014 and under 

the direction of the Board of Directors will concentrate primarily on these 
focus areas:

- Local & Legislative Issues
- Consumer Outreach & Information

- Agricultural Literacy
Mark Tuttle, Farm Bureau president, shared these priorities at the 

annual meeting of the organization earlier this year and again at a recent 
Farm Bureau leader’s meeting. “We will continue to be the voice for agri-
culture in DeKalb County and be an active and viable organization.”

Leaders in Farm Bureau
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Applications for these scholarships 
are available on the Farm Bureau 
website or at the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau office. Completed ap-
plications are due by Wednesday, 
June 25.

To qualify, students or their 
parents/guardians must be “M” or 
“A+” members in good standing 
since Sept. 1, 2012. Those students 
applying who are 22 years or older 
must have their own Farm Bureau 
membership.   

Ag Discipline Scholarship
College juniors or seniors enrolled 

in an agriculture-related degree 
program may apply for the Ag Disci-
pline Scholarship. The scholarship is 
valued at $1,200.  

Junior recipients may reapply 
for the same scholarship for their 
senior year, providing they meet the 
program requirements.

Medical Scholarship
The Medical Scholarship 

program provides funds for 
students pursuing medical 
degrees. The scholarship is 
available to students studying 
to become physicians, veteri-
narians, optometrists, nurses, 
dentists, physical therapists, 
pharmacists or other medi-
cal-related professions.  

Ag, Medical & Science Scholarships offered

Bailey Russell received Farm Bureau’s 
Medical Scholarship while pursuing 
her bachelor’s degree in nursing.  She 
graduated from Millikin in May, 2013.  
Now Bailey is a registered nurse at 
Rockford Memorial Hospital.

To be eligible, you must currently 
be in medical school, accepted to a 
medical school or a four-year nursing 
program. Scholarship value may 
vary based on availability of medical 
scholarship funds.

Morley Science  
Scholarship

Robert Morley, a long-time 
DeKalb science teacher, bequeathed 
an endowment to the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Foundation to adminis-
ter the Robert Morley Science Schol-
arship Fund.

The Morley Science Scholar-
ship was established to encourage 
students to pursue science-based 
education.  The $1,200 scholarship 
is for juniors or seniors in college 
pursuing science-related curriculum.

The general evaluation criteria 
for all of the scholarships include 
academic performance, participation 
in school, community activities, and 

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau and its Foundation will be awarding 
scholarships to college students through three different programs – the 
Ag Discipline Scholarship, the Medical Scholarship, and the Morley 
Science Scholarship. 

10% Off Grainger Catalog Prices
Whether you’re a farmer, business owner or just someone who loves power 

tools and great savings, as an Illinois Farm Bureau member, you’ll receive 10% 
off Grainger Industrial Supplies.

Ordering is easy. Call toll free 1-866-
217-3435, visit any of the 395 local 
Grainger branches or order online at www.
grainger.com.  Be sure to mention your 
IFB discount code #853007128. ■

Member Benefits

job experience.  Financial need is not 
a factor in the consideration.

To apply for any of these scholar-
ships visit the Farm Bureau office 

to pick up an application 
or go to the Farm Bureau 
website at: www.dekalb 
farmbureau.org and 
download the application. 
You will find it on the 
front page of the website 
under “Applications & 
Forms”. 

Applications may be 
filled out electronical-

ly, printed and mailed or delivered, 
along with all necessary attachments, 
to the Farm Bureau office.  The ap-
plications cannot be submitted elec-
tronically.

For additional information contact 
the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-
6361. ■

“This medical scholarship helped me in my college 
endeavors to become a nurse. It provided me with 
the support I needed to achieve my financial goals. 
This assistance was an investment in my life as 
well as my patients that I will care for each day.”

Bailey Russell
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Kris Aves

“Several things make me proud of the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau – the support of the 
commodity groups, the importance placed on 
education through the work of the Ag Literacy 
Committee, the partnerships with area businesses, 
the strong political voice on issues that make an 
impact on the community, and the professional-
ism of the staff.   All of that imparts trust.  Much 
of Farm Bureau’s success is due to that trust.  We 
are transparent.  We want the best for our families, 
friends, and communities.  We aren’t afraid of the 
hard work that it takes.  It is a pleasure to be a 
member.”     

Farm Bureau member Kris Aves lives on a grain farm in rural 
Kirkland with her husband, Barry, and daughter, Kelly.  Kris 
is a former employee of DEKALB Genetics, but currently 
is a stay-at-home mom and busy volunteer.  She has served 
as a past member of the Farm Bureau Board, Family Events 
Committee, and chair of the Ag Literacy Committee.     

Don Willrett

“Farm Bureau is an effective, viable organization that 
represents agriculture. I applaud Farm Bureau for being 
proactive and involved in local issues. As an organiza-
tion it’s important to be vigilant in monitoring regula-
tions that impact our farm operations and the welfare 
of agriculture. We have and must continue to make 
a difference in our own county. I feel strongly that as 
leaders in Farm Bureau we need to be leading with 
a vision.  This vision will propel us forward for the 
benefit of future generations.”

Farm Bureau member and director Don Willrett is a grain/cattle 
farmer and agribusinessman from rural Hinckley.  Assisting him in 
the farm operation are Scott and Erin Willrett and Bob Strand, 
the 4th generation of family farmers. Don has three adult children 
and three grandchildren. 
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Steve Klopfenstein

Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Steve Klopfenstein 
COUNTRY Financial Representative

COUNTRY
Thoughts

www.countryfinancial.com
steve.klopfenstein@countryfinancial.com 

815/824-2920

0314-069

Multiple Accounts
One drawback of having multiple 

accounts is that you may have a lot 
of similar – or even the same – in-
vestments.  This can happen when 
you choose the same asset mix for 
each account.  But different retire-
ment accounts offer different invest-
ment choices.

One may include a strong bond 
choice, while another may excel in 
its stock offerings.  By not taking 
advantage of the particular strengths 
in each account’s investment lineup, 
you could be forgoing potentially 
higher returns.

Another drawback of having 
multiple accounts is that owning 
many different investments makes 

IRAs
Multiple Retirement Accounts, One Asset Allocation
Working for more than one employer during your lifetime 
may mean you have more than one retirement account.  Add 
to that any Individual Retirement Account (IRAs) you’ve 
opened, and you may end up with “portfolio clutter.”

it much more difficult to 
monitor your portfolio’s per-
formance.  If you can’t easily 
tell how your investments are 
doing, you might not make 
changes when they’re needed.

A Pie With Many Slices
Instead of treating each account 

separately, consider coming up with 
a target asset allocation to apply to 
your overall portfolio.  Then select 
the strongest investment offerings 
from each account to create a diversi-
fied* asset mix that reflects your risk 
tolerance and timeframe.  By taking 
this approach, you’ll have fewer in-
vestments to keep track of, which 
could boost your portfolio’s returns.

Make It Easy On Yourself
You could simplify your life by 

consolidating all available assets into 
one IRA.  Some benefits include:

• Ease of monitoring your retire-
ment dollars

• Better tailoring of your asset al-
location

• Continued tax-deferred growth 
until distribution

• One statement for all of your 
investments, which makes tax time 
easier

• Easier calculation of require-
ment minimum distributions when 
you reach retirement age

• Possible fee savings.

I’m Here To Help
If consolidating your retirement 

assets sounds like a good idea for 
your situation, give me a call.  I 
can help make your life even easier 
by explaining the benefits of our 
Journey Series of investment man-
agement, where our team of pro-
fessional portfolio managers invest 
your money for you.  It’s just one 
more way that I can help you achieve 
financial security, no matter where 
you’re starting from. ■

*Diversification does not ensure a profit 
nor protect against loss in a declining 
market.

Investment management, retirement, trust, and 
planning services provided by COUNTRY Trust 
Bank®.  Not FDIC Insured, No Bank Guarantee, 
May Lose Value.
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This time of year everyone has spring green on 
their mind, but did you know that there is more to 
your lawn than pleases the eye?  

BASF, a company that makes lawn care products 
provided by Conserv FS, reminds us that a lawn 
of healthy turf grass releases enough oxygen for a 
family of four to breathe all summer long. Why turf 
grass, you might ask? Have you ever witnessed the 
abuse a peewee football team dishes out to the field?  
Turf grass can provide a great lawn and your kids can 
play on it too.

 Also, consider this... as the turf grass plant pho-
tosynthesizes, or breaths, the amount of oxygen 
produced varies depending on how much “green” the 
plant is actually able to produce. This process of pho-
tosynthesis also requires the plant to absorb carbon 
dioxide, hydrogen fluoride and perosyacetlye nitrate. These are elements 
in our atmosphere that may work for plants but are not particularly good 
for people and pets to breathe in. Getting the lawn to do the dirty work 
produces better air quality for us.

So, a healthy lawn is not only a beautiful display for our neighbors, it is 
also an important partner in providing our family and friends with a healthy 
place to enjoy barbeques and croquette. Anyone who has tried to defend 
their turf knows that there are a variety of enemies to manage --crabgrass, 
grubs, and disease to name a few. Given that, how exactly is a healthy turf 
grass lawn accomplished? The same way any good sporting event is won, 
with a plan.

Conserv FS has consulted with the head groundskeepers of Soldiers Field, 
Wrigley Field, Miller Stadium, and Northwestern University so we’re up to 
the task of helping with your plan. These fields take quite a beating and so 
they need quite a bit of attention. Don’t worry; your plan won’t require the 
daily inspections or dollars the big leaguers need. A few tricks and a little 
bit of the know-how that we can share will help you get started.  

April/May is the time for a slow release nitrogen fertilizer to stop 
crabgrass. A good weed & feed applied after the temperature has reached 
about 50 degrees for a few days in a row will give your lawn a fighting 
start. Cool season grasses are best seeded in the early fall, but an early 
seeding can help establish a nice thick lawn before the onset of hot weather. 
You’ll want to be sure that the temperature has reached 70 degrees for about 
a week before starting. Water or soak to about six inches in the evening 
until established, then sparingly but regularly in the evening.

In July/August the summer heat beats in so you’ll need to decide 
to water or let go dormant. This depends on the year, every summer is 

www.conservfs.com

A Lawn That Takes Your Breath Away

different. It can be a good time for 
an organic based fertilizer or a super 
controlled release fertilizer to thicken 
and green up. Remember, a healthy 
turf leaves little room for invaders like 
clover or plantain (broad leaf weeds).

In late September/October you 
want to prepare your lawn for hi-
bernation. A light application of a 
slow release fertilizer can build up 
the molecular structure of your grass 
blade making the plant hardy to 
survive the winter. 

Building a great lawn is like 
building a great sports team, it takes 
a few years. But breathe easy, the 
benefits are worth the effort and 
Conserv FS has what you need. We’re 
here to help. ■

 Kimberley Schumacher

Conserv FS consults with groundskeepers of Wrigley Field on their 
turf management plan.
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Woody James

Trips & Programs 

Farm Bureau has arranged a 
Branson tour for Oct. 20-24 to the 
Ozark Mountain area. Members will 
travel by motorcoach to Branson for 
five days of music, shows and tours.

Seven shows are included in the 
tour package: Dancing Queen - 
ABBA’s Greatest Hits, Red Hot & 
Blue, The Dutton Family Show, 
SIX, Dublin’s Irish Tenors & Celtic 
Ladies, Showboat Branson Belle, and 
The Hughes Brothers.

Also, Farm Bureau has planned 
a local tour of the city area with a 
step-on guide plus the Dogwood 
Canyon wildlife tour and a tour of 
the Foster Museum at the College of 
the Ozarks.

Travel with us to Branson

The Branson tour has been arranged 
by Farm Bureau and Classic Tours. 
The Motorcoach transportation 
is being provided by Cheeseman 
Coaches.

Registration for this tour is being 
accepted at the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau office. Space is limited.

The cost of the Branson tour is $760 
per person for double occupancy, $980 
for single occupancy, and $670 for 

triple occupancy.  Tour price includes 
motorcoach transportation, hotel ac-
commodations at Comfort Inn at 
Thousand Hills, seven shows, tours, 
eight meals, luggage handling, taxes, 
gratuities and a Farm Bureau staff 
escort.

A deposit of $100 is due at the time 
of registration.  Final payment is due 
by Sept. 12. Cancellation insurance is 
also available. ■

Day Trips
May 19

Fair Oaks Dairy & Pig Farm 
Fair Oaks, IN 

$50 “M” & “A+” members, 
$60 guests

June 11
Senior Follies 

Harlem HS, Rockford 
Hoffman House Restaurant 

for lunch 
$45 “M” & “A+” members, 

$55 guests

Aug. 20
“Love, Lies & The Lottery” 

Circa 21, Rock Island 
$67 “M” & “A+” members, 

$77 guests 
on sale June 2

Register at the  
Farm Bureau office

Prime Timer 
Programs

May 5
Gibson Brothers -  

Greenbriar Mountain Music 
“Bluegrass, Country  

& Gospel Music”

June 2
Woody James 

“Country Music”

Music at 1 p.m. in the FB theater, lunch 
prior at noon in the auditorium, $6 
Register at the Farm Bureau office,  

815-756-6361. 

Join us as we travel to Branson, Missouri for some of the best music and entertainment!

The Dutton Family
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State Legislators serving DeKalb County

Rep.  Tom Demmer, 90th House District

Profile

Q:  What are some of your accomplishments 
         as a legislator? 

I’ve worked closely on multi-billion dollar Medicaid reforms 
as a member of the Human Services Committee. I’ve pushed 
for accountability and results from Quinn Administration 

officials who oversee the Medicaid program and are responsible for implement-
ing the reforms. 

I worked with Sen. Tim Bivins to pass a couple interesting new laws, including 
the creation of a School Security Task Force and a bill to improve safeguards 
against uninsured motorists. 

I’m also working on bills to improve transparency in local government finances 
in the aftermath of the embezzlement scandal in Dixon.

Q:  What do you hope to achieve in the future for the 
        State of Illinois?

I hope to improve the quality of life for Illinoisans by promoting job opportuni-
ties, restoring trust in government, and improving budget responsibility. 

I also look to work with local businesses, schools, and local organizations to 
draw on our strengths to improve our communities. We have an opportunity to 
connect school training programs with companies looking to hire skilled workers. 

We can also work together to identify priorities for capital projects to make it 
easier to transport and commute throughout the area.

Profile: I have served in the Illinois House of Representatives since 2013.  
I previously served on the Lee County Board, and also worked as Director of 
Marketing and Strategic Planning at KSB Hospital in Dixon. 

I live in Dixon, and I’m engaged to be married to Rebecca Bach in August.
Contact: Rep. Tom Demmer, 1221 Currency Court, Rochelle, IL 61068, 

815-561-3690, tom@tomdemmer.com. ■
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Formed in 2005 through the 
DeKalb County Board, the DeKalb 
County Stormwater Management 
Planning Committee identified 
flooding and problems with storm-
water as common and important 
concerns facing all communities and 
many farmers and residents in the 
rural areas of DeKalb County. As a 
result, the Committee committed to 
take a watershed-based approach to 
stormwater assessment and planning. 

With benefit of an 18-month state 
EPA watershed planning grant and a 
matching grant through the DeKalb 
County Community Foundation, 
the Kishwaukee River Watershed 
Planning Steering Committee was 
formed in January 2013 to oversee 
the county’s first watershed planning 
process scheduled to end in June. 

Kishwaukee River Watershed Update,  April 24
Elected and appointed officials and other community decision makers 
including landowners and businesses interested in plans and oppor-
tunities for parts of the Kishwaukee River Watershed are invited 
to attend a program on Thursday, April 24 from 7 to 9 p.m. at the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture.  

Members of the Watershed 
Planning Steering Committee 
are: Brian Gregory, Sycamore 
city administrator; Dean 
Johnson, DeKalb County 
Soil & Water Conservation 
District; Jeremy Lin, engineer, 
Maple Park;  Karen Miller, 
Kane County Planning De-
partment; Paul Miller, DeKalb 
County Stormwater Manage-
ment Committee;  Donna 
Prain, Stormwater Management 
Committee; Nathan Schwartz, 
DeKalb County engineer; 
Roger Steimel, Stormwater 
Management Committee/Cort-
land-Pierce Drainage District 
and Anita Zurbrugg.

For more information, please 
contact Dean Johnson, DeKalb 
County Soil and Water Con-
servation District, 815-756-
3237, ext. 3, dean.johnson@
il.nacdnet.net or Anita 
Zurbrugg, DeKalb County 
Community Foundation, 815-
748-5383, anita@dekalbccf.
org. ■

Issues & Action

The April 24 program 
includes an update of the Watershed 
Planning Project by project engineer 
Hey and Associates, and planning and 
funding opportunities presented by Amy 
Walkenbach, Watershed Management 
Section, Illinois EPA. Brent Denzin, 
Ancel Glink Law Firm, Chicago will 
offer watershed legal and policy consid-
erations.

“We are now at the stage in the 
planning process of being able to 
consider the comprehensive assessment 
provided by the project’s consulting 
engineers along with proposed projects 
and programs specifically designed 
to address issues and goals identified 
through the data and stake-holder driven 
planning process,” explained Anita 
Zurbrugg, DeKalb County Community 
Foundation program director.

“Farmland” documentary premieres in theaters
The U.S. Farmers & Ranchers Alliance (USFRA) privately premiered a new docu-

mentary it funded that follows the fortunes and misfortunes of six farmers and ranchers.
Illinois Farm Bureau, along with ag organizations that make up the Illinois Farm 

Families program, has been working with USFRA to organize the Illinois premiere of 
“Farmland.” 

The AMC River East theaters, a multiplex in downtown Chicago, will host the docu-
mentary May 2-8, as well as theaters in Addison, Elgin, Gurnee, and Orland Park.

USFRA, a national organization that includes Illinois Farm Bureau, the American 
Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF) and some 80-plus other state Farm Bureaus and other 
commodity and ag-related organizations, funded “Farmland” in an effort to step up 
dialogue with consumers about today’s agriculture.

James Moll, filmmaker, followed 20-something farmers and ranchers for a year, docu-
menting weather farming challenges, decision-making and family strife.

The documentary features farmers from California, Colorado, Georgia, Minnesota, 
Nebraska, Pennsylvania and Texas.

Highlights of the movie and additional information can be found online at  
FarmlandFilm.com. ■
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Center for  
Agriculture News

Farm Bill info on website
The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the 

Act), also known as the 2014 Farm 
Bill, was signed by President Obama 
on Feb. 7. The Act repeals certain 
programs, continues some programs 
with modifications, and authorizes 
several new programs administered 
by the Farm Service Agency (FSA). 
Most of these programs are autho-
rized and funded through 2018.

For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill 
programs administered by FSA, 
please visit the Farm Bill website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for 
an FSA program overview please 
read, download and/or print the 
recently posted FSA Farm Bill Fact 
Sheet titled, “What’s in the 2014 
Farm Bill for Farm Service Agency 
Customers?”

For more information on the Farm 
Bill, please contact the DeKalb 
County USDA Service Center or go 
online to: www.fsa.usda.gov. ■

Reports due for ACRE
Participants in the 2013 ACRE 

program are required to submit pro-
duction reports for planted acres for 
the covered commodities planted 
on the enrolled farm by July 15. 
Failure to report production for the 
covered commodities planted on 
ACRE farms may result in contract 
termination. If the contract is ter-
minated, all payments, including 
direct payments previously received, 
plus interest, will be required to be 
refunded. Please stop in the DeKalb 
County FSA Office to pick up your 
FSA-658 Record of Production and 
Yield Form to fill out. 

Questions – contact Janeen 
Vogeler, 815-756-3234, janeen.
vogeler@il.usda.gov. or for farm 
loans, David Peterson, 815-732-
6127, david.peterson@il.usda.gov. ■ 

FSA Committee Election
Congratulations to Chuck 

Sanderson of Kingston who was 
elected to the DeKalb County 
FSA Committee recently.  Other 
members of the committee are: 
Marlin Anderson, chairperson; Bob 
Buchholz, vice chairperson; and 
Sandy Schafer, advisor. ■

Camp Russell 2014  
Russell Woods Forest Preserve

Register your child now for summer 
day camp! There are six different week 
long programs to choose from. Children 
will have fun learning about nature 
through hands-on activities, games, and 
nature awareness. Camps fill quickly 
and space is limited to 25 children per 
camp so register now! The first week 
starts June 16 and camps run through 
Aug. 8.  Camp fee is $100 per child, per 
week.

Here are this year’s sessions:
June 16-20: Dino Dynasty 
 (ages 7-9)
June 23-27: Magnificent Mammals  
 (ages 7-9)
July 7-11: Native American Camp  
 (ages 9-11)
July 14-18: Cold Blooded Camp
 (ages 7-9)
July 21-25: Naturalist Camp
 (ages 9-11)
Aug. 4-8: Rockin’ in the River
 (ages 9-11) 

Questions? Call the Natural Resource 
Education Center at 815-784-2000. ■
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Center for Agriculture News

Conservation Awards
The DeKalb County SWCD 

recently honored the following at 
their annual awards night:

Conservation Farm Family – 
Randy & Teri Nelson Family, Genoa 
– for outstanding conservation farm 
practices and total resource manage-
ment.

Sustainable Ag Award – Randy 
Espe, Shabbona – for implementing 
exceptional sustainable agriculture 
systems on his farm.

Ken Rehn Honorary Award – Frank Willis, Clare – for dedicating 
several years promoting protection maintenance, improvement and wise 
use of soil, water and related natural resources (in memory of Ken Rehn).

Outstanding Contribution to SWCD Effort – Russ Higgins, Morris – 
for efforts in working with SWCD and natural resources.

Distinguished Merit Award – DeKalb County Community Foundation, 
Community Works Land Use Committee – for contributions in the field of 
soil conservation and water quality.

Outstanding Conservation Project – City of Genoa – for outstanding 
conservation project and improving resource concerns.

Conservation Teachers of the Year – John Murray, Clinton-Rosette 
Middle School; Dianne Drennan, DeKalb High School – for outstanding 
natural resources education programs.

Poster Contest Winners – Julia Kunkel, Cooper Fisher, Olivia 
Rotstein, Hiawatha Elementary; Gysel Soto, Nick Strauch, Genoa-Kings-
ton High School.

Photo Contest Winners – Dean Johnson, Paul Searl, SWCD staff. ■

Diversified Services  
relocates to Center 
for Agriculture

Meet Dan Hueber, the newest face in Farm Bureau’s 
Center for Agriculture.  Dan moved into the building 
on April 1 as part of the Diversified Services Marketing 
Group. He and his associate, Jeff Kaprelian, have an 
office in the west wing of the building.

“It was a good move for us to relocate to the hub of 
agriculture activity in this community,” said Dan.

Diversified Services Marketing Group and The 
Hueber Report are the market advisory arm of Diver-
sified Crop Insurance Services and a sister company 
of Consolidated Grain & Barge.  DSMG/The Hueber 
Report specializes in providing risk management 
and brokerage services in ag commodities primarily 
throughout the Midwest. 

Dan is a commodity broker for Diversified Services 
and also is general manager of The Hueber Report. The 
Hueber Report consumes a good share of his time as he provides marketing advice and daily commentaries/information 
via their website www.thehueberreport.com, Facebook, agweb.com, newsletters, webinars, and mobile applications.

Dan’s marketing philosophy is: “Look at profitability first and try to market for return on investment versus speculating 
on the highest price.” Last year his firm averaged $5.25/bushel for corn and $13.38/bushel for soybeans. 

A resident of Sycamore, Dan’s roots run deep in agriculture as his family has been involved in the grain and feed 
business for several generations. His family still farms and operates an independent feed mill.

Farm Bureau welcomes Dan and Jeff with the Diversified 
Services Marketing Group and The Hueber Report to the 
Center for Agriculture. ■

Note: Diversified Services Marketing Group is now located in the 
office previously occupied by COUNTRY Financial, Howes & Shipley.  
The agents moved to a new office at 2060 Aberdeen Ct., Sycamore.

Dan Hueber
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The newest bundles of joy were welcomed with gift 
baskets at Kishwaukee Hospital and Valley West Hospital 
during National Agriculture Week, March 23-29.  All new 
babies born during the week received special gift baskets 
filled with an assortment of ag-related products compli-
ments of local farmers, ag groups and the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau.

Farm Bureau partnered with the hospitals to commemo-
rate National Agriculture Week and create an awareness of 
agriculture’s significance in our everyday lives.

The gift baskets given to new babies and their parents 
during Ag Week were filled with products which originate 
on the farm.  The products in the basket included: baby 
wipes and lotion (glycerin), a bib (cotton), corn and soy 
snacks (corn and soybeans), farm books and ag magazine 
(corn starch, wood pulp),  “onesie” (cotton), meat gift cer-
tificates (beef & pork), rice/oatmeal cereal (rice, oats), ice 
cream gift card (dairy), wool wax crème (lanolin) and a 
teddy bear (soybeans).

“National Agriculture Week is a time to call attention to 
how agriculture impacts our lives and also recognize its role 
in our local communities,” said Mariam Wassmann, director 
of information for DeKalb County Farm Bureau. “Produc-
tion agriculture contributes over $450 million to the local 
economy and additionally provides jobs and generates tax 
dollars.” ■

Malta Farmer and Farm Bureau Director Adrian Plapp (right) 
presented one of the Ag Week Baby Baskets to the Kulma-
Williams family of DeKalb: Travis, Joanna and baby, Owen. 
Owen was born March 25 at Kishwaukee Hospital. All babies 
born during National Ag Week received the gift basket from local 
ag organizations and the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

Sponsors of the Ag Week Baby Baskets: 
DeKalb Area Pork Producers, DeKalb County Corn & Soybean Growers,  

DeKalb County Lamb & Wool Producers, DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s Association,  
Kishwaukee Dairy Herd Improvement Association, DeKalb County Farm Bureau

Babies receive Ag Week gift baskets
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