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Balancing	Nutrients	&	Life
If I ask my local doctor about the secret to healthy living he will probably suggest 

a balanced lifestyle, making proper food choices and portion control, and exercising 
regularly. After all, he is the expert when it comes to improving my overall health. 

In some ways physicians and farmers are similar. We both care about nutrient 
management – the nutrients we get from food and the crop nutrients that we use to 
grow food.

As a farmer, I choose the right time to prepare the soil for planting, the ideal seed 
variety for my soil type and the correct amount of nutrients (fertilizer, nitrogen and 
crop protectants) to help my crops grow. At the same time I consider the environ-
ment around me and make sure I use portion control when supplying nutrients to 
my growing crop.  

Like our bodies, my crop only needs so many nutrients to be healthy. Any amount 
more than needed is inefficient and not necessary. 

Nutrient management strategies involving soil health, crop growth, fertilizer ap-
plications and water conservation are important on my farm. And they should be! It 
is good for the environment, it improves my farmland and it is the right thing to do.

Because in the end, it’s about having a balanced lifestyle.  ■
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Calendar
May	
May 2 

“Singing Your Favorites”   
By Larry Breidenbach 
Prime Timers Program 

12-Noon 
$7, RSVP by April 26

May 2 
Panama Canal Tour 

Informational Meeting 
7 p.m.

May 21 
Household Hazardous 

Waste Collection 
Farm Bureau Parking Lot 

9 a.m. - Noon

May 30 
Memorial Day Holiday 

Farm Bureau Office closed

June
June 3 

Farm Safety Camp Deadline

June 6 
“What You Need to  

Know About Long-Term Care”  
by Dawn Weekly 

Prime Timers Program 
12-Noon 

$7, RSVP by May 31

June 8 
Sister Act 

Circa 21 Theater, Rock Island 
9:30 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

June 17 
FB College Scholarship Deadline

June 22 
Farm Safety Camp 

Jonamac Orchard, Malta 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

$10, Register by June 3

Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture 
unless otherwise noted. For most meeting  
reservations contact the DeKalb County  
Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361.

Follow us!

 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

 Send magazine comments to:
 connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

Find	the		
soybean	and	win!

Let’s see if you can find the soybean 
(resembling the one above) in this 
month’s issue of our magazine and be 
eligible to win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-
756-6361, by Friday, May 13 for your 
chance to win. 

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact  
description of the location of the 
soybean on that page. You will also 
need to include your name, address  
and phone number in the email.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn 
to receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the soybean 
contest was Gerald Stoffregen of 
Genoa. The soybean was hidden on 
page 21 in the upper right photo, on the 
far left corner of the map. ■

On Prairie Drive
   Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Getting	“Ag	PhD”
It’s Tuesday evening. My husband takes a break 

from his farm day to settle in his recliner and watch 
“Ag PhD”. My only qualm is being in the same 
time slot as “Fixer Upper”, one of my favorite tele-
vision shows. I give him “the look”, but defer to his 
show which features everything agronomic by the 
Hefty Brothers.

Brian and Darren Hefty pack a lot into their 
half-hour crop show. This particular spring segment 
provided tips about in-furrow fertility, choosing 

crop protectants, biological seed treatments, economic thresholds for insects, and of 
course the “Weed of the Week.”

I’ll admit I’ve learned some things from “Ag PhD” which leads to a conversation 
with my farmer about his crop management practices. But I’ve learned to converse 
with him during commercials, not during the show, as to interrupt the Hefty Brothers. 

Farmers are challenged to keep up with today’s ever-changing crop products and 
agronomic methods while balancing land stewardship. They do so with advice from 
crop specialists, reading farm magazines, with crop apps on their cell phones and 
online resources. Some even watch “Ag PhD” on RFD TV.

Now that it’s planting season I’ll have plenty of Tuesday evenings to watch “Fixer 
Upper” and consider a few updates to our farmhouse. ■
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Precision Farming

Precision	agriculture	technologies	are	used		
by	more	than	50	percent	of	farmers.

GPS and auto-steer guidance systems are two types of precision agriculture used on today’s farms. 
This technology helps farmers identify precisely where and how many seeds to plant, and apply 
variable rates of pesticides and fertilizer as needed. This modern technology increases crop yields, 
lowers costs, and reduces chemical use, which benefits the environment.

GPS technology used by farmers is more precise today – accuracy within a few inches or less 
is typical. Auto-steer on tractors is hands-free and allows farmers to drive in straight lines while 
reducing fatigue.

Precision agriculture helps farmers increase productivity to meet the growing demand for food.

                                                                                                                                           Source: @2013American Farm Bureau Federation
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Managing Nutrients 
in the Soil

The	focus	is	on	reducing	nutrient	losses	to	the	environment,	
not	on	reducing	nutrient	use	for	agriculture.

Farmers are doing more than just 
planting corn and soybeans. They 
are managing nutrients in the soil 
for improved plant health and to 
reduce nutrient losses to the  
environment.

“It’s up to us as farmers to maintain 
the health and quality of our soils and 
water,” said Mark Tuttle, Somonauk 
farmer and Farm Bureau president. 
“Conservation efforts are important in 
preventing nutrient losses.”

Farmers are being urged to adopt 
and implement strategies and practices 
which involve local nutrient stew-
ardship, soil health and water quality 
projects by the Farm Bureau organiza-
tion as part of the new Illinois Nutrient 
Loss Reduction Strategy.

A	Plan	for	Reducing	Nutrient	Loss
The Illinois Department of Agricul-

ture and Illinois Environmental Protec-
tion Agency created the Nutrient Loss 
Reduction Strategy (NLRS) last summer 
to help farmers address nutrient loss.

The plan tasks wastewater treatment 
plants, urban areas and agricultural areas 
with reducing the state’s phosphorus 
load by 25 percent and its nitrate-nitro-
gen load by 15 percent by 2025. These 
actions will assist in addressing water 
quality problems in Illinois rivers, lakes 
and streams. The eventual target is a 45 
percent reduction in the loss of these 
nutrients to the Mississippi River.

The NLRS outlines a framework for 
reducing nutrient losses to improve 

Illinois water quality and the quality 
of water leaving the state and making 
its way to the Gulf of Mexico.

Illinois Farm Bureau worked 
with a wide range of stakeholders, 
including other agricultural groups, 
wastewater treatment plant represen-
tatives, and environmental groups, 
to develop the Strategy through a 
process led by the IEPA and IDOA. 

Farm Bureau supports the Strategy 
because education, outreach and 
voluntary, incentive-based best man-
agement practices will continue to 
be the primary tools for addressing 
nutrient losses from farm fields.

The focus is on reducing nutrient 
losses to the environment, not on 
reducing nutrient use for Illinois ag-
riculture. 

For agricultural non-point 
sources, voluntary implementation 
of Best Management Practices 
is expected to build on efforts 
already underway by farmers 
and in watersheds with existing 
nutrient management plans. 

Following	Best	Management	
Practices	in	Farm	Fields

By following Best Manage-
ment Practices, farmers can reduce 
nutrient losses from farm fields. 
These include a variety of con-
servation practices to ensure the 
responsible use of important soil 
nutrients and to protect the water 
that is crucial to our livelihood.

Managing nitrogen applications, 
growing cover crops and using 
reduced tillage are three important 
Best Management Practices for  
farmers. ►

Filter strips have been effective for Randy Nelson, Genoa farmer, between his farm fields 
and the Kishwaukee River. The buffer grass strips help mitigate water pollution by keeping 
nutrients and sediments in the field and also provide good wildlife habitat. 
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Mark Tuttle plants cover crops to 
reduce soil compaction, help reduce 
erosion and eliminate field run-off. 
He plants oats after having harvested 
field peas. “Cover crops are effective 
in keeping weeds down and prevent-
ing soil erosion,” said Tuttle.

Conservation buffers along bodies 
of water are effective in intercept-
ing nutrients and sediment carried by 
surface water. Buffer strips in farm 
fields help mitigate water pollution 
by keeping nutrients, sediments and 
pesticides in the field and also make 
good wildlife habitat.

Grassed waterways help with 
natural drainage and prevent 
gullies from forming by safely 
conveying water flowing from the 
field. Vegetation acts as a filter 
absorbing some of the chemicals 
and nutrients in runoff water.

Wetlands can be constructed for 
the purpose of removing nutrients 
because they filter nutrients, 
chemicals, and sediment from 
runoff or tile water before water 
moves off of a farm field and 
into streams and rivers. Many 
wetlands release water slowly 
into the ground which recharges 
groundwater supplies.

Testing	Water	on	the	Farm
Testing farm tile, ditches or 

stream water for nitrates is an 
important part of conservation 
efforts on the farm.

Water testing will be available 
through the DeKalb County Soil 
and Water Conservation District  
office in the spring and summer. 
Farmers and landowners can 
contact the SWCD office for 
dates and more information. ■

Sources: Illinois Farm Bureau, Illinois 
Council on Best Management Practices

Farmers follow Best Management Practices in the spring with reduced tillage for conserving 
soils and choosing the proper seeds, starter fertilizer and crop protectants while planting 
corn and soybeans. By following Best Management Practices, farmers can reduce nutrient 
losses from farm fields. 

Putting on the right amount of nitrogen 
is crucial in the management of 
nutrients. Anhydrous ammonia, a 
form of nitrogen, is applied on farm 
fields before planting corn or may 
be side-dressed in post-emergence 
applications. Nitrogen fertilizer boosts 
crop development and growth.

Managing	nitrogen	applications,	
growing	cover	crops	and	using		
reduced	tillage	are	three	
important	Best	Management	
Practices	for	farmers.
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You	just	never	know	who	you	will	meet

AroundtheFARM

Lisa Fleming is a farm woman 
and high school teacher from rural 
Shabbona. Her farm family raises 
corn, soybeans and beef cattle.

by Lisa Fleming

Wow, what a weekend. I had a 
fun volunteer/instructional day 
on growing greenhouse plants in 
a neighboring county. There were 
a handful of ladies helping and 
learning when the topic changed to 
the surrounding fields and why some 
were tilled in the fall and some were 
left untouched.  

I asked if I could explain since I 
was a farmer’s wife and thought I 
knew the answer without help from 
my farmer. I’m not sure all of them 
were listening to me because as soon 
as I got done with the verbal expla-
nation they immediately wanted to 
know if we grew GMO corn. I said 
“Yes” and there was a small gasp.  
I laughed. They wanted to know 
why. So I began to tell them. 

We were together for two hours 
and while it wasn’t constant they 
did have quite a few questions 
about GMO corn. I welcomed the 
questions, but hoped I had all of the 
answers. “Do you have to use Mon-
santo’s fertilizer?” “Do you have any 
non-GMO corn?” “Do you have to 
use Monsanto’s pesticides and herbi-
cides?”  

We were together for two hours and 
while it wasn’t constant they did have 
quite a few questions about GMO corn. I 
welcomed the questions, but hoped I had 
all of the answers … I took this chance 
encounter as a teaching moment and I 
would welcome it again in the future.

It took me a few minutes to realize 
they had only heard of Monsanto, 
so of course I threw all the other 
seed corn companies under the bus, 
too. No, Monsanto isn’t the only 
company that has GMO corn. Yes, 
they also sell seed that is non-GMO. 
No, there is no fertilizer that only 
Monsanto sells; I raise cattle and use 
the waste as some of my fertilizer 
and I supplement that with limestone 
and liquid nitrogen when needed 
in certain areas of our fields, all of 
which are natural products. Yes, I’m 
pretty sure foods made from GMO 
corn taste the same as those from 
non-GMO corn because my kids still 
eat the same foods they did 15 years 
ago.

Then one of the ladies asked me 
what I did to help in the field. 
I wasn’t really sure what I 
did. Sometimes I think my 
family makes up a job just to 
keep me happy. I explained 
to them I am a full-time high 
school math teacher and that I 
occasionally help in the field 
driving a big tractor, usually 
in a large field with no one 
else around. That was my idea 

of humor but they didn’t understand.  
I told them when my husband 

drives the combine and I drive the 
grain cart, he dumps the corn in my 
cart and I dump it in the semi-trail-
er and then the semi-trailer driver 
delivers the corn to the river. They 
had no idea that we would sell it 
to the river, but instead thought we 
used it to make food on our farm. I 

explained that we sold it to a grain 
company on the Illinois River and 
they shipped it down to New Orleans 
by way of the Mississippi River. 

They did know that you cannot 
mix GMO and non-GMO corn, 
which was good but were curious 
about whether every grain terminal 
took non-GMO products.

Three of these ladies lived in 
downtown Chicago and told me they 
were grateful for the information. I 
wish I would have taken their phone 
numbers so we could keep in touch 
or at least given them my number for 
further questions.  

I got home and thought “that was 
like a verbal essay test!” I hope I 
passed. I took this chance encounter 
as a teaching moment and I would 
welcome it again in the future. Let 
this be my warning to my kids − at 
all of the county fairs this summer 
I’m looking to teach anyone who 
asks about our cattle! ■
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Farm Safety Camp is scheduled for Wednesday, June 22 at Jonamac 
Orchard in rural Malta. The camp is open to rural children ages 8 to  
12 years. 

Children will learn how to recognize potential dangers present in the 
country and around the farm and develop respect for these hazards in in-
teractive sessions. The sessions will focus on ATVs, animals, bicycles, 
chemicals, electricity, farm machinery, fire, first aid and rescue, grain bin 
and grain wagons, hearing, lawn mowers and garden tractors, and semi-
truck/trailer safety. 

Qualified local experts will discuss important messages at each of the  
12 safety stations positioned outdoors around the orchard.

Camp hosts are Mary Lynn, Jerry, Kevin and Denice McArtor and  
Mike and Jenna Spychal. 

Registration forms are due into the Farm Bureau office by Friday,  
June 3. See form below.

Registration fee is $10 per camper or $20 per family. Fee includes a 
t-shirt, lunch and materials.

Farm Safety Camp is being sponsored by the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau with support from the COUNTRY Financial DeKalb Agency and in 
cooperation with local businesses and organizations. 

For more information, contact the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office, 
815-756-6361. ■

Register for  
Farm Safety Camp  
by Friday, June 3.

Farm Safety Camp Registration Form
Please return one form for each child attending.

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________    Age ____________

Parent’s names ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Complete Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (home)  ___________________________  (work)  ______________________________ (cell) _________________________

E-mail (required) _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Allergies (please list) __________________________________________________________________________________________

If your child would like to be paired with another camper list name here.  ________________________________________________

Choose between youth or adult size shirt.   

Youth - small _____ medium ____   large  ____        Adult - small  ____   medium ____   large  ____      

Registration fee: $10 per youth, maximum of $20 per family.  No refunds after June 3.  
Make checks payable and mail to: DeKalb County Farm Bureau, 1350 W. Prairie Dr., Sycamore, IL  60178 by June 3.

My child has permission to attend DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s Farm Safety Camp.  I understand that the camp will be supervised 
and that if serious illness or injury develops, medical and/or hospital care will be given.  I further understand that in case of serious 
injury or illness I will be notified, but if impossible to contact me, I give permission for emergency treatment or surgery as recom-
mended by attending physician.

Parent or guardian’s signature __________________________________________________________________________________

Teaching rural children how to work and play safely  
in the country is what Farm Safety Camp is all about.
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My wife Jan and I just love the 
zoo, even though it seems we only 
find time to visit one every couple 
of years. Then we discovered that 
we can create our own free-form 
zoo right in our back yard and have 
the opportunity for viewing nature’s 
creatures every day.

First we had to understand what 
our Animal Kingdom friends need—
varied food sources, cover and 
hiding places, nesting sites, natural 
harbors for raising young, and water. 
These critical needs apply to birds, 
mammals, and many reptiles.
Native	plants	key

Lots of varied plant species, par-
ticularly native plants, do a lion’s 
share of the work in any back yard 
zoo. The idea is to mimic nature. In 
our case, we created a continuous 
natural area that nearly surrounds 
the back yard. Native woody orna-
mentals provide a very dense under-
story ideal for protection, cover and 
nesting sites. 

Arrowwood Viburnum, a native 
shrub, is the backbone of this dense 
understory. Pagoda Dogwood 
(native), Elderberry (native), 
Sargeants Crab (non-native), Redbud 
(native debated?), and two different 
species of Hydrangeas (one native), 
are interspersed throughout the 
planting. Esthetically this provides 
varied texture and dimension to the 
feel of a woodland edge, plus natural 
variety for lots of wildlife benefits.

The top story of the above 
described “jungle” is comprised of 

Welcome	to	our	backyard	zoo
native trees—Red Oak, Black Oak, 
Pin Oak and Shagbark Hickory. The 
nuts and acorns offer tons of food 
for squirrels, whitetail deer and blue 
jays.
Leave	the	leaves

The floor of this natural area is 
basically just leaf litter like you’d 
find on the surface in a forest. Yes, 
I just leave the leaves where they 
fall. In fact, I haven’t raked leaves 
in years. And, besides the labor 
savings, the best part is that the leaf 
litter provides an excellent harbor for 
worms and other crawling creatures 
that keep birds and many mammals 
coming back to the food buffet.

Serviceberry, sometimes called 
Juneberry, Blackhaw Viburnum, and 
American Cranberry Bush are other 
native shrubs planted elsewhere in 
the landscape. These, plus other non-
natives help supplement the diets of 
a wide variety of birds.

All animals obviously need water 
year round. We keep at least one 
water feature going year round, four 
during non-freezing months. 

All together — the food, water, 
cover, nesting sites and places to rear 
young — provide a lot of enjoyment 
in our backyard zoo.
Zoo	turns	into	a	circus

But then occasionally the antics 
of our visitors turns our zoo into a 
circus. Take, for example, the time 
that the Serviceberry fruit stayed on 
the shrub just a little too long, long 
enough, that is, to make alcohol 
and apparently a very fine wine. A 

curious red squirrel discovered this 
open bar before the birds (or the 
owners of the residence) discov-
ered it. Yes, he over-served himself!  
What a circus act. This little inebri-
ated fellow would try to climb a tree 
only to lose his grip and fall back 
to the ground. Then he’d jump and 
run around in circles before trying 
to climb, only to fall back to the 
ground again. He’d roll around on 
his back and then just stretch out for 
a little drunken siesta. Funny.

Then there was the time that we 
had woodpecker wars right off our 
back deck. Apparently four adult, 
male woodpeckers each discov-
ered a suit cake that he particu-
larly liked and laid claim to.  The 
aerial battle was intense and brutal. 
Dive-bombing, raucous noise, it 
was winner-take-all to the end. The 
aerial battle ensued for close to 
half an hour, then all was calm in 
the sky overhead. No one claimed 
the coveted prize. We think that the 
four combatants finally discovered 
that their intense battle was being 
watched. Again, funny.

Anyone can create a zoo, and 
occasionally a circus, in their 
backyard. All it takes are some 
native plants, water sources, bird 
boxes and feeders plus a little 
patience. Have fun! ■

Ron Peabody, University of Illinois Extension 
DeKalb County Master Gardener and Master Naturalist

Photos courtesy of Ron Peabody
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Q:	Should	I	be	concerned	about	antibiotics	
in	the	milk	I	drink?

A:	You	should	not	be	concerned	because	
no	milk	should	contain	antibiotics.

You and your family should always expect safe, 
wholesome milk from my dairy cows and other dairy cows 
throughout the United States. Rest assured, anyone who consumes milk or 
dairy products can feel extremely safe because of the multiple safeguards 
in place by the Department of Agriculture and Food and Drug Administra-
tion to ensure no antibiotics are in any dairy products consumed. 

Dairy	farmers	adhere	to	strict	quality		
standards	and	follow	safeguards.

Each tank of raw milk on a dairy farm is sampled by the milk company. 
Then the milk is sampled again when the milk truck arrives at its first  
destination; a composite sample of milk is taken from the truck. If any 
antibiotics are detected the milk is discarded. The individual milk samples 
from each farm will identify which farm contained the antibiotic. 

Dairy farmers follow strict quality standards. The milk produced on 
their farm is their badge of honor and their reputation for quality milk is at 
stake. 

On our farm we have multiple safeguards to ensure antibiotics never 
enter the food chain. First off, we do treat animals if they are sick so they 
can get better. We only use antibiotics if needed for the health of our 
animals. 

For those cows receiving an antibiotic, we single them out by putting 
a band on the cow and moving her to a separate pen. We document 
treatment in a logbook. We also make sure a list of all treated cows is 
visible on our large white board with the cows name and information for 
all workers to see. We milk this pen last after all cows are done milking 
and the milk pipelines are disconnected from the bulk tank. This milk is 
usually dumped down the drain. 

Bill	Deutsch is a fifth generation dairy and grain farmer from 
Sycamore. He milks cows and grows corn, soybeans, wheat 
and alfalfa, with his brother, Pat. Bill and his wife, Chris, reside 
on the family farm. They have four adult children: Sarah, Mary, 
Rachel and Paul. 

Cows	must	go	through	
an	antibiotic	withdrawal	
period	before	their	milk	is	
used.

When the cow is done being 
treated and has gone through 
the normal antibiotic with-
drawal period (from 3 days 
to 30 days, depending on the 
medicine) we will send in a 
sample to make sure all an-
tibiotics are out of the cow’s 
system. The dairy laboratory, 
certified by the Department of 
Agriculture, will call us with 
the results each day and tell us 
when the cow is clear of anti-
biotics. 

Once the cow is clear of any 
antibiotics we will move her 
back into the regular milking 
string so her milk will once 
again go into the milk tank.

The bottom line is that it is 
illegal to have any antibiotics 
in milk. ■
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Food Favorites

Vegetable Pasta Salad  
with Cucumber Vinaigrette
This sweet yet savory pasta salad calls  
for rotini noodles, fresh vegetables and  
a sweet cucumber vinaigrette.

Yield: 6 servings
Prep Time: 10 minutes
Cook Time: 10 minutes
Total Time: 8 hours (must be refrigerated overnight)

Ingredients
½ pound rotini pasta noodles,   

cooked (½ pound equals  
2 heaping cups uncooked)

½ cup tomatoes, diced
½ cup green pepper, diced
½ cup celery, diced
½ cup broccoli florets
½ cup cauliflower florets
½ cup frozen peas, thawed

Dressing
½ cup onion, finely chopped
½ cup cucumber, finely chopped
¾ cup sugar
½ cup white vinegar
½ cup oil
1 teaspoon yellow mustard
½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon pepper
½ teaspoon garlic powder

Instructions
Cook rotini until al dente, and rinse.

Combine chopped onion and cucumber in a bowl. 
Add cooked pasta. Combine remainder of dressing 
ingredients. Heat until sugar is dissolved. Pour over 
pasta, and refrigerate overnight.

The next morning, add all of the vegetables. Add 
more of each fresh vegetable if desired. Combine 
with pasta and dressing. 

Refrigerate until ready to serve.
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Farm Country

New babies born during National Agriculture Week received 
special gift baskets filled with an assortment of ag-related products 
compliments of local farmers, ag groups and the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau.

Farm Bureau partnered with Kishwaukee Community Hospital 
and Valley West Hospital to commemorate Ag Week, March 
13-19, and create an awareness of agriculture’s significance in our 
everyday lives.

The gift baskets given to new babies and their parents during Ag 
Week were filled with products which originate on the farm. The 
products in the basket included: baby wipes and lotion (glycerin), a 
bib (cotton), corn and soy snacks (corn and soybeans), farm books 

and ag magazine (corn starch, wood 
pulp),  “onesie” (cotton), meat gift 
certificates (beef & pork), rice cereal 

(rice), ice cream gift card (dairy), 
corn-shaped teether (field 
corn), barn-shaped and tractor-
shaped stress relievers (barns & 
tractors) and a teddy bear (soybeans).

Sponsors of the Ag Week Baby 
Baskets included: DeKalb Area Pork 

Producers, DeKalb County Corn & 
Soybean Growers, DeKalb County Lamb 
& Wool Producers, DeKalb-Kane Cattle-
men’s Association, Kishwaukee Dairy Herd 

Improvement Association and the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau. ■

Ag	Week	baby	baskets	presented

Malta Farmer and Pork Producer President 
Roger Nelson (right) presents one of 
the Ag Week Baby Baskets to the Ibarra 
family of Sycamore – Derek, Amanda, 
and baby Elliott. Elliott was born March 14 
at Kishwaukee Hospital. All babies born 
during Ag Week received the gift basket 
from local farmers and ag organizations.

Robertson	Beef	Scholarship	now	available
Applications are now available and being accepted for the Bernie Robertson 

Beef Scholarship. The $1,000 scholarship will be awarded to a deserving college 
student from a beef family. 

The scholarship is being presented by the Robertson family and the DeKalb-
Kane Cattlemen’s Association in memory of Bernie Robertson, a Kirkland cattle 
producer who had a deep passion for the beef industry and youth programs.

To be eligible for the scholarship, a student or their parent must be a member  
of the Illinois Beef Association and the DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s Association  
for the past two consecutive years.  

Students applying must have recently graduated from high school or are 
currently in college pursuing an undergraduate degree.

The scholarship application form has been posted on the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau website: www.dekalbfarmbureau.org, under “Scholarships”. Students 
should download the form from the website, fill it out electronically and then print 
the form and return it to the Farm Bureau office.   

The deadline to apply for this scholarship is Friday, July 8. For more informa-
tion, contact Cattlemen’s President Grant Miller, 815-761-3359. ■

What’s	
happening	in	
farm	fields?

Find out about weather 
conditions and crop 
progress at DeKalb 

County Farm Bureau’s 
Crop Report. Go to www.
dekalbfarmbureau/

crop-report.	Updates are 
posted weekly by local 

crop reporters. ■
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Farm Country

Never	been	on	a	farm	before?	Then	here’s	your	chance.	

Linda and Dale Drendel are opening their Hampshire farmstead to 
the general public for a Dairy Breakfast and Farm Tour on Saturday, 
June 18 from 6 to 11 a.m.

The Drendels offer this unique experience to visit a farm and provide 
others with a better understanding of the origins of their food, such as 
dairy products. “This Saturday morning family activity is meant to be 
enjoyed by all ages,” said Dale Drendel. “We welcome visitors and 
hope they see this as an opportunity to learn more about how we care 
for our animals and produce fresh and wholesome milk.” 

When you visit their farm, known as Lindale Holstein Farm, one 
of the highlights will be watching some of the 150 dairy cows being 
milked in the modern milking parlor. Milking demonstrations will 
occur from 6 to 9 a.m.

The farm visit also offers a tour of the barns to see the young dairy 
calves, heifers and cows. And, you’ll see all aspects of dairy produc-
tion, from the feed used in their special diets to the care taken by farmers to 
assure their animals are comfortable and healthy.

Besides the cows, visitors to the farm will see farm equipment used on the 
dairy and grain farm and get to sit on the seat of a modern tractor.

Then, to top off the morning a hearty farm-style breakfast will be served 
complete with pancakes, sausage, applesauce, 
cheese, milk, coffee and ice cream, from 6 to 11 
a.m.  

A donation of $8 for adults and $5 for 
children (5-10 years) will be collected at the 
farm. The price includes breakfast and the 
farm visit. Children 4 and under are free. All 
proceeds go for dairy education in local schools.

Dairy	Breakfast	
at	the	Drendel	Farm

The Dairy Breakfast and Farm Tour 
is being sponsored by dairy farmers 
from DeKalb and Kane counties. 

To learn 
more about 
the Drendels 
and the Dairy 
Breakfast visit 
their website at: 
www.lindale 
holsteins.com. 
The Drendel 
Farm address 
is 15N057 
Walker Road, 
Hampshire, IL 

60140; their farm is located 
two miles southwest of 
Hampshire. From north of 
Sycamore on Rt. 23, travel 
east on Plank Road for 
seven miles until you reach 
Burlington. Turn left, going 
north, on Walker Road for 
three miles.  

For additional informa-
tion contact Bill Lenschow, 
Dairy Breakfast Chairman, 
815-895-9690. ■

Dale and Linda Drendel welcome visitors to 
their farm for the Dairy Breakfast June 18.
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Farm & Food

Pollinators in Peril?
One out of every three to four 
bites of food is made possible 
by a pollinator. What’s the story 
on the state of honey bees and 
other pollinators? 

Imagine you are attending a potluck 
meal. Perhaps it’s a family reunion, or 
a Memorial Day picnic. Long tables 
are crammed with food: pulled pork, 
salads, fresh fruit, casseroles, cakes, 
and more. You walk along, digging 
serving spoons into each delectable 
dish that catches your eye. Quickly 
you discover the potluck paradox: your 
enormous plastic plate still isn’t large 
enough for everything you want to try.

What if you limited yourself to just 
foods not derived from flowering plants which require pollinators? Let’s 
see... corn is pollinated by air movement, so you could eat the sweet corn. 
Pigs don’t require pollination, so you could have the pork. Watermelon 
slices? No. Pickles? No. Broccoli salad? Blueberry cobbler? No to both.

Pollinators are a big deal when it comes to our food. But they are at risk 
in a number of ways.

Pollination	primer
Pollination is the process by which flowering plants reproduce. During 

pollination, pollen grains, which are a plant’s male sex cells, are transferred 
to the plant’s female sex cells for fertilization. Pollination takes place when 
pollen is carried by wind, insects, or other animals. Some plants self-fertil-
ize and therefore do not rely on wind or pollinators.

Pollen transfer that occurs because of insects and other animals is an in-
advertent by-product of their behavior: animals move pollen as they travel 
from plant to plant in order to feed on or collect the nectar of flowers or on 
pollen itself.

Honey	bees
Honey bees pollinate more than 90 different food crops. However, there 

are no honeybees native to North America. Honey bees were first intro-
duced into the U.S. from Europe, most likely by settlers from England who 
came to Virginia in 1622.

Although there are feral honey bee colonies which survive in the wild, 
the vast majority of honey bees which benefit agriculture are from managed 
colonies. These colonies are established, maintained, and fed by bee-
keepers. Commercial beekeepers provide pollination services to farmers 
by transporting their hives from place to place. For example, hives may 
be located on Wisconsin cranberry marshes or Illinois apple orchards, 
depending on which crops are in bloom.

Native	pollinators
Bees

There are roughly 4,000 species of 
native bees in the U.S. Most of these 
are solitary bees, which do not live in 
colonies. Bumblebees are the exception, 
as they do live in social colonies. Native 
bees pollinate many wild plants and 
gardens, and assist domesticated honey 
bees in the pollination of agricultural 
crops.
Other insects

Butterflies, moths, beetles, flies, 
wasps, and ants all play a role in polli-
nation. In fact, a 2015 study conducted 
by an international team of researchers 
found that worldwide, insects other than 
bees provide 39% of visits to flowering 
crops. The study, led by Dr. Romina 
Rader from the University of New 
England, analyzed the data from nearly 
500 fields for 17 different crops.

Pollinator	perils
As is true of any intersection between 

wildlife and human activity, pollina-
tors are at risk in a variety of ways. 
Destroyed or fragmented habitat, en-
croachment by invasive species, and 
pesticide use all play a part in declining 
pollinator populations. ►
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Pesticides used in agriculture as well as by homeowners, municipalities, and 
elsewhere present challenges for insect pollinators. Of these, insecticides are of 
greatest concern since they are, after all, designed to kill insects. One class of 
insecticides, neonicotinoids (or neonics for short), have especially gained public 
attention. Neonics are chemically similar to nicotine, a naturally-occurring toxin 
found in certain plants.

Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD) is a devastating syndrome which struck 
honey bee colonies exceptionally hard in 2006. Since 2006, beekeepers have ex-
perienced higher levels of overwintering loss of bees. Most studies implicating 
neonics in such bee losses, however, have not examined realistic concentrations 
of the chemicals found in the field.

While some winter loss is normal (and not the result of CCD), considerable 
research is ongoing to identify the cause or causes of these higher-than-nor-
mal losses. Based on this research, most bee experts believe there are multiple 
factors in bee declines, and that neonics are not a significant cause. Varroa 
mites, which spread bee diseases, are thought to be a major factor in bee losses. 

Farmers	and	pollinators
Even if neonics pesticides aren’t a major factor in bee population declines, 

the agriculture industry is taking steps to mitigate the risk. One common use 
of neonics is as a seed coating for corn and soybeans. This coating prevents 
soil-dwelling insects from damaging the seed before it can germinate. Work is 
underway by seed companies and farmers to reduce the amount of seed coating 
dust released during planting.

Other steps farmers take to protect pollinators include creating habitat with 
native plantings, planting cover crops which also provide food for pollinators, 
and applying pesticides only when, where, and in the minimal amounts needed. 

You	can	help	pollinators
In March, the USDA announced a new tool called “Plant a Window Box for 

Pollinators,” which can be found online at http://pollinator.org/windowbox.  
This interactive tool provides a list of pollinator-friendly native plants by zip 
code, so you can print the list and use it for garden planning and purchasing 
decisions.

Pollinators and  
Illinois agriculture
Illinois’ top two crops, corn and 
soybeans, do not require insect or 
other pollinators. Corn plants are 
pollinated when wind transfers 
pollen from the tassels to the silks. 
Soybeans are largely self-pollinating. 
There is some scientific evidence, 
however, that the presence of bees 
can increase soybean yield.

Specialty crops in Illinois, including 
apples, pumpkins, and many other 
fruits and vegetables, do require pol-
linators. Some growers maintain their 
own honeybee colonies, while others 
hire commercial beekeepers to bring 
in hives when needed.

References/for more information:
American Beekeeping Federation. (2015). Pollination 
Facts. http://bit.ly/1VEMZJq; Bat Conservation In-
ternational. Bats are important. http://bit.ly/1vKpfbA; 
Entine, J., Genetic Literacy Project. (2016). Bee 
health update: Latest field studies conclude neonicot-
inoids not key problem. http://bit.ly/1ULHWGs; It’s 
MomSense. (2015). Hold on Honey, what’s this buzz 
about bees? http://bit.ly/1oJz6N1; Munro, E., Corn 
+ Soybean Digest. (2013). Can Bees Build Soybean 
Yields? http://bit.ly/1RJhbSh; NRCS Wildlife Habitat 
Management Institute. (2005). Native Pollinators. 
http://1.usa.gov/1SF8RPR; Rader et al, Proceed-
ings of the National Academy of Sciences. (2015). 
Non-bee insects are important contributors to global 
crop pollination. http://bit.ly/1RVSApP; Staveley, 
J.P., Law, S.A., Fairbrother, A., & Menzie, C.A., 
Human and Ecological Risk Assessment. (2014). A 
Causal Analysis of Observed Declines in Managed 
Honey Bees. http://1.usa.gov/1VdXrZm; Turpin, T., 
Purdue Extension. (1999). Honey bees not native to 
North America. http://bit.ly/1MZJV9e; Westerfield, 
R.R., University of Georgia Cooperative Extension. 
(2000). Pollination of Vegetable Crops. http://bit.
ly/1WinrCk 

There are resources for farmers 
interested in helping pollinators, too. 
The USDA NRCS provides infor-
mation on identifying and creating 
pollinator habitat, soil and water 
conservation practices which also 
benefit pollinators, and financial 
support from government programs 
to improve pollinator habitat. See 
“How Farmers Can Help Pollinators” 
at http://1.usa.gov/1VbF8DY for a 
place to start. ■

Go	to	http://pollinator.org/windowbox
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2015 DeKalb County Farm Data
FBFM USDA

Corn Yield 188 bu/acre 183 bu/acre
Soybean Yield 63 bu/acre 61 bu/acre

FBFM DeKalb County Illinois
Crop Returns/Acre $766 $670
Ave. Farm Size 1,256 acres 1,131
Sources: DeKalb County Farm Business Farm Management (FBFM) based on 
140,000 acres; Illinois FBFM; U.S. Department of Agriculture Ag Statistics

“It’s	like	déjà	vu		
all	over	again”

Lower corn yields along with continued 
declines in grain prices resulted in the 
lowest farm earnings in recent years.

Farm	Year	in	Review
Scott Newport, Farm Business Farm Management Specialist

Yogi Berra once said “It’s like déjà vu all over again”. That’s 
probably how many DeKalb County farmers felt last year after 
heavy June rains sharply reduced corn yields for the second 
straight year.  

In 2015, the yield losses were more widespread and even more 
substantial. The average corn yield for DeKalb County Farm 
Business Farm Management (FBFM) was 188 bushels.  

Soybean yields remained high at 63 and 61 bushels for FBFM 
and NASS-USDA averages, respectively.

Lower corn yields along with continued declines in grain prices 
resulted in the lowest farm earnings in recent years. Labor and Man-
agement Income per operator declined to -$18,976 for DeKalb County 
FBFM farms in 2015. These earnings were also impacted by very weak 
livestock returns.

Crop input costs 
among Northern Illinois 
FBFM farms declined 
again in 2015 to $268 per 
acre. Fertility, pesticide 
and seed costs all 

declined in 2015, but fertility expense declined the most. 
Following record earnings for livestock farms in 2014, last year 

produced some of the lowest livestock earnings in FBFM history. Prices 
for pork, beef and milk reached record levels in 2014 only to be followed 
by sharp declines in 2015.  

As I have written before, ag-
ricultural commodity prices are 
very dynamic. When the price of a 
commodity is well above the cost 
of production, market forces are 
working to drive those prices lower 
and the cost of production higher. 
When prices are high, the entire 
world responds by trying to produce 
more of that commodity. This 
increases the demand for inputs, par-
ticularly land, but almost all costs are 
driven higher.

The year 2013 was the first year 
that the weather cooperated with 
those efforts to produce more. In 
2014 the weather cooperated again 
pushing corn and soybean prices 
back down to levels near or below 
the cost of production.

Ten years ago, if someone 
suggested that Illinois crop returns 
would average $670 per acre and the 
average Illinois grain farm would 
lose money, you would not have 
believed them. Yet that was the case 
in 2015. ■
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The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Board of 
Directors re-elected six farmers to lead the orga-
nization in 2016 as officers and members of the 
Farm Bureau Executive Committee.

Mark Tuttle begins his fifth year as the organi-
zation’s president. He is the 15th president of the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau and has served as a 
director for 15 years. 

“It’s an honor to serve as president,” said 
Tuttle, a Somonauk farmer. “I appreciate the 
support of the board of directors and will strive to 
represent agriculture and members most effec-
tively.”

Serving in Farm Bureau leadership with Tuttle 
are: Vice President Berkeley Boehne, Shabbona; 
Secretary Roy Plote, Leland; Treasurer Steve 
Drendel, Shabbona; and members Mike Sch-
weitzer, Malta; and Jamie Walter, DeKalb. ■

(From left) Officers and members re-elected to serve 
on Farm Bureau’s Executive Committee are: Jamie 
Walter, member; Berkeley Boehne, vice president; Mark 
Tuttle, president; Roy Plote, secretary; Steve Drendel, 
treasurer; and Mike Schweitzer, member.

Farm	Bureau	Leaders

Koenig	completes	
ALOT	program

Seventeen Farm Bureau members, including Elizabeth 
Koenig of DeKalb County, have successfully completed the 
37th ALOT program.  

Illinois Farm Bureau® created “Agricultural Leaders of 
Tomorrow” (ALOT), an agricultural leadership development 
program designed to give participants a head start on tackling 
tomorrow’s responsibilities.

The 2016 ALOT sessions were held in Oglesby, St Charles, 
Morris, Yorkville, Springfield, and Bloomington. To date, 
1,102 participants have graduated from the program.

The nine-week training program allows participants to study 
and develop leadership skills in the areas of communication, 
political process, agricultural economics, and global issues. ■

Pictured (left to right) are Randy Poskin, IAA District 
6 Director; Elizabeth Koenig, DeKalb County ALOT 
participant; and Steve Stallman, IAA District 16 Director.

Tuttle	re-elected	president	for	fifth	year
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The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation offers the following college 
scholarships – Ag Discipline, Baie General, Medical, and Morley Science 
scholarships.

Applications for these scholarships are available on the Farm Bureau website 
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org or at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office. 
Completed applications are due by Friday, June 17. 

To qualify, students or their parents must be Farm Bureau members in good 
standing since Sept. 1, 2014. Those students applying who are 22 years or older 
must have their own Farm Bureau membership.

Apply	now	for	College	Scholarships
Farm Bureau Foundation funds scholarships for college students

Ag	Discipline	Scholarship
College juniors or seniors enrolled 

in an agriculture-related degree 
program may apply for the Ag Disci-
pline Scholarship. The scholarship is 
valued at $1,200.

Those college juniors who received 
the scholarship last year may reapply 
for the same scholarship for their 

senior year, providing they meet the 
program requirements.

Baie	General	Scholarship
For the second year, a scholar-

ship will be given in memory of 
Arden and Dorothy Baie, long-time 
members of the Farm Bureau. The 
Baies shared a passion for their 
farming lifestyle and a commitment 
to higher education.

The Arden and Dorothy Baie 
Scholarship is available to college 
juniors and seniors pursuing any field 
of study. Two, $1,200 Baie Scholar-

“The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Ag Discipline Scholarship aided me 
in continuing my education. Opportunities like this have helped me to 
become the student I am today. This scholarship not only aided me 
with my education, but it has followed me throughout life reminding 
me of the success that I have achieved and the goals that I can now 
complete.”  Deanne Winterton

Deanne Winterton received Farm 
Bureau’s Ag Discipline Scholarship. 
She will be graduating in May from 
Illinois State University with a bachelor’s 
degree in applied science majoring 
in agribusiness and agronomy 
management. Deanne plans to return to 
DeKalb County and work for a fertilizer 
retailer as a sales representative. 

ships will be awarded to deserving 
students.

Medical	Scholarship
The Medical Scholarship program 

provides funds for students pursuing 
a degree with a medical discipline. 
The $2,000 scholarship is available 
to students studying to become phy-
sicians, veterinarians, optometrists, 
nurses, dentists, physical therapists, 
pharmacists or other medical-related 
professions.

To be eligible, a student must 
currently be in medical school, 
accepted to a medical school or a 
four-year nursing program.

Morley	Science	Scholarship
The Morley Science Scholarship 

provides scholarships to students 
in science-based curriculums. The 
scholarship was established in 
memory of Robert Morley, a former 
DeKalb science teacher.

The Morley Science Scholar-
ship encourages students to pursue 
science-based higher education. The 
$1,200 scholarship is for juniors and 
seniors in college with science-relat-
ed majors.

The general evaluation criteria for 
all of the Farm Bureau scholarships 
include: academic performance, par-
ticipation in school, community ac-
tivities, and job experience. 

To apply for any of these scholar-
ships visit the Farm Bureau website: 
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org and 
click on “Scholarships” on the front 
page of the website. Download the 
application, fill it out electronical-
ly, print and mail or deliver to the 
Farm Bureau office, along with the 
necessary attachments. Applications 
cannot be submitted electronically. 

For additional information, contact 
the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-
6361. ■

Scholarships
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Family Health

Healthy, fit, and active, third grade teacher 
Debbie Dorf never thought she would be 
diagnosed with stage 3 colon cancer. 

At the insistence of her gynecologist, Debbie 
made an appointment for her first screening  
colonoscopy at age 52 in 2007—two years after  
the recommended age for screening colonoscopies to 
begin. 

“Her colonoscopy revealed a cancerous mass in 
her lower colon,” says General Surgeon Jack A. 
Wagoner, MD, at KishHealth System Physician 
Group, now part of Northwestern Medicine. “Thankfully, the cancer 
had not spread anywhere else in her body, and we were able to remove 
the tumor surgically.”

“Dr. Wagoner was always kind, trustworthy, and very professional,” 
says Debbie. “After surgery, he personally brought in my oncologist 
to meet me and stayed while we talked about my case. He didn’t have 
to do that, but it really meant a lot to me that he took the time.”

Treatment	and	Teaching
Debbie’s next step was chemotherapy, provided by the oncology team 

at KishHealth System Cancer Center. “One thing I emphasized to my 
doctors is that I wanted to continue teaching,” Debbie says. “They said 
they would do everything they could to make that happen. I appreciated 
that my doctor laid out all of my treatment options and was honest about 
all possible outcomes.” 

Debbie went for chemotherapy appointments on Friday afternoons and 
wore a port all weekend to deliver the medication. Her active lifestyle 
prior to chemo was a factor that allowed her to keep her energy level high 
and teach throughout her treatment and recuperation. “The doctors at 
KishHealth System are so great – caring and trustworthy,” Debbie says. 
“My physicians are my heroes. Everyone was so encouraging.”

A Life-Saving  
Colonoscopy

From KishHealth System,  
part of Northwestern Medicine

All adults age 50 and  
older should have a screening  
colonoscopy. To find a physician 
with KishHealth System, visit 
kishfindadoctor.org. ■

“One thing I emphasized to my doctors is 
that I wanted to continue teaching. They said 
they would do everything they could to make 
that happen. I appreciated that my doctor 
laid out all of my treatment options and was 
honest about all possible outcomes.”

Debbie Dorf
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The 80-year history of the Glidden Florist business
Mabel and Annie Glidden were quite the young female entrepreneurs 
and pioneers in agriculture back in the 1920s. They both could often 
be spotted in a farm field or garden tending to their plants.

The sister-in-laws grew a variety of farm fresh produce for the Glidden 
families and plenty more to sell to DeKalb residents. They printed 
postcards and distributed them around the community to market and sell 
their vegetables and other farm products, much like a farm stand today.

Annie, who studied agriculture at Cornell University, spent a fair share 
of her time improving corn yields in her farm fields and was recognized 
for her accomplishments by the state of Illinois. 

Mabel, on the other hand, had studied art at the Art Institute of Chicago 
and worked at the Columbian Exposition. Upon her return to DeKalb she 
married Annie’s brother, John, and became interested in raising vegeta-
bles and flowers.

In 1925 Mabel began selling vegetable plants grown in a small lean-to 
greenhouse connected to the Glidden homestead on West Lincoln 
Highway. The homestead, where Mabel and John lived, was originally 
built for John’s uncle, Joseph Glidden, the barb wire baron. 

The Glidden men were legends in their 
day as farmers and inventors. Joseph’s  
fame came with his barb wire patent and 
other business ventures. His nephew John 
was a farmer and later an agricultural 
engineer who specialized in farm machinery 
and is also credited for electrifying the city 
of DeKalb.

While the Glidden men were making 
historic inroads the Glidden women also 
were making significant contributions in  
the community.

Mabel continued her love for plants and in 
1936 built her first greenhouse for growing 
and selling vegetables as well as perennials, 
thus the startup of Glidden Florist. Another 
greenhouse was added in 1941, the year that 
Mabel’s daughter, Jessie, and son, Carter, 
took over the family business. ►

Above: Jessie Glidden was the second generation of Gliddens to manage the flower 
shop. Here, she is shown in the greenhouse in 1950; she was 38 years old.

Farm Produce to



 DeKalb County Farm Bureau       21    

Mabel	Glidden,	Jessie	Glidden,	Wenke	Hansen	-	The three women that built the Glidden Florist business.

Jessie was a graduate of Northern Illinois State Teacher’s College 
majoring in home economics. She moved to Chicago where she worked 
with the Works Progress Administration and the National Youth Adminis-
tration, as a sewing supervisor. She returned to DeKalb after her father’s 
death. 

Jessie, like her mother Mabel, managed Glidden Florist at a time when 
few women were business owners. Jessie hired several women to help in 
the greenhouse, including Wenke Hansen. 

Wenke and her husband, Sven Hansen, came to DeKalb, Illinois from 
Tønsberg, Norway in 1950. Previously, Wenke had managed a jewelry 
store and Sven worked in his family’s greenhouse and flower shop.

“Sven wanted the opportunity 
to come to America and work in 
a greenhouse here,” said Wenke. 
He worked for Dick Jensen at the 
DeKalb Florist shop for a few years 
and then was hired to manage the 
greenhouse at NIU’s Montgomery 
Hall. Wenke worked at the Brody 
Coat Factory as a seamstress. ►

Wenke – 2016Mabel – 1956 Jessie – 1996

Annie and Mable Glidden sold farm produce and flowers from the Glidden 
Homestead in the 1920s. They developed this postcard and distributed it to 
local residents.

Flower Power Women
• Mabel & Annie Glidden grew farm 
fresh produce and sold vegetables in 
DeKalb in 1925. 

• Mabel built her first greenhouse in 
1936 for vegetables and flowers and 
started Glidden Florist. She built a second 
greenhouse in 1941.

• Mabel’s daughter, Jessie, managed 
the family business in 1941. Jessie hired 
Wenke Hansen to work in the green-
house. In 1966 the Glidden’s built the 
current flower shop.

• Wenke Hansen and her husband 
bought Glidden Florist in 1975. Wenke 
ran the business until 1991. Wenke’s son 
now owns and manages Glidden Florist.
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“I didn’t know anybody at first,” said 
Wenke, having left her family behind 
in Norway. “I met Jessie Glidden at 
the Peterson Paint Store in downtown 
DeKalb. She asked me if I wanted to 
work for her. I began working for Jessie 
in 1962.”

Wenke remembers her first day of work 
for the Gliddens. The Gliddens had a 
family funeral and NIU homecoming and 
prepared flowers for both. “We worked 
in the basement of the homestead. I 
remember going up and down three steps 
of stairs from the basement to the green-
house and preparing hundreds of red and 
black corsages.”

In 1966 the Glidden’s built the current 
flower shop. “Jessie was a friend and 
mentor to me. I learned so much from 
her,” said Wenke. As a floral designer, 
Wenke brought some European influence 
to the flower shop. She eventually 
became the shop manager. 

In 1975 Wenke and Sven Hansen 
bought Glidden Florist. “I loved the 
business and couldn’t wait to get to work 
each day,” said Wenke. 

Some of her most memorable floral occasions have been “for weddings” 
– making bouquets and decorating local churches. “We would use yards 
and yards of greenery and baby’s breath on the pews and add candles and 
decorate the altar. It was gorgeous and that was fun!” she said.

Wenke and Jessie started the Altrusa Flower Show first held at DeKalb 
High School and later at the Egyptian Theater. “We made lovely arrange-
ments that cost several hundreds of dollars for the show to raise money 
for library books,” she explained.

Wenke’s husband, Sven, would occasionally help with flower deliveries, 
especially in the rural areas. Her son, Oscar, began delivering flowers in 
his youth and then after college returned to DeKalb to work alongside his 
mother in the flower shop in 
the 1980s. 

Wenke retired from 
Glidden’s Florist in 1991 
leaving Oscar to run the 
family business. Occa-
sionally, Wenke would 
stop by the shop but lately 
Oscar brings flowers from 
the shop to her home. Her 
favorite flowers are red 
and yellow alstoemerias, 
daisies and one red rose 
for her late husband, Sven. 

Through the years, 
Oscar has made relevant 
changes at the florist 
including adding World 
Gifts, featuring handmade 
items from local artists, to 
complement the mainstay 
flower business. He also 
created the Glidden Florist 
website and stays current 
with social media and their online business. 

“It’s important in this business to find the best way to relate to 
customers,” says Oscar, a fourth generation florist. “Each generation is 
different. The younger generation does everything online, through social 
media. The older generation likes to walk in the door or call.”

80 Year Celebration
“Giving Flowers Can Make People Happy - 80 Years of Happiness.” 

That’s the slogan to celebrate 80 years of Glidden Florist. The  
celebration kicks off on April 30 with an open house from 11 a.m. to  
5 p.m. The Hansens and some Glidden family members will be there  
to celebrate this milestone with the community. And of course, pay  
tribute to the women who built the business. ■

Wenke Hansen and Jessie Glidden worked 
closely together at Glidden Florist and 
started the Altrusa Flower Show. Here, they 
are shown in 1972.

Oscar Hansen has been managing Glidden’s 
Florist for the past 25 years, following the 
Glidden’s and his mother in the family business.

Farm Produce to
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Above: Mabel Glidden added two greenhouses 
adjacent to the Glidden Homestead as she expanded 
the flower business in the 1930s and 1940s. This 
picture was taken in 1955. One of the greenhouses 
remains today behind the flower shop. 

Center: The Glidden Flower Shop was built in 1966 
and has had some updates through the years.

Below: The stately Glidden Homestead, built in 1861 
on West Lincoln Highway, was once home to barb 
wire inventor Joseph Glidden. Then it was occupied 
by John (Joseph’s nephew) and Mabel Glidden, and 
their children. Their daughter, Jessie, was the last 
family member to reside in the home, until 1998.

Source: Glidden Homestead & Historical Center
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Provided by COUNTRY Financial®
COUNTRY

www.countryfinancial.com
815-756-8026

Phil Hasz of COUNTRY Financial® is now serving as Agency Manager 
of the DeKalb-Kendall-Ogle Agency. He has served as an agency manager 
in northern Illinois since 2002. 

“I can’t imagine doing anything else,” said Hasz. “After all these years it 
comes natural. I have spent my entire career with COUNTRY Financial and 
after all this time I still enjoy serving our clients and helping them achieve 
financial security – whether it be protecting their assets, or preparing for 
their future.”

Throughout his 26 years with COUNTRY Financial, Hasz has been 
awarded a number of industry designations including the following: 

• Life Underwriters Training Council Fellow (LUTCF) 
• Chartered Life Underwriter (CLU) 
• Chartered Financial Consultant (ChFC) 
• Certified Financial Planner (CFP) 
• Chartered Leadership Fellow (CLF) 
He is also a member of the National Association of Insurance and 

Financial Advisors (NAIFA) and the General Agent and Managers  
Association (GAMA). 

Outside of the office, 
Hasz is a strong part of 
his community through 
volunteer efforts and other 
forms of service. He is 
currently president of 
Rochelle Junior Tackle, 
past president and current 
member of the Rochelle 

Rotary Club and a founding member of the Rochelle Area Community 
Foundation. He is also currently coaching seventh grade Rochelle Junior 
Tackle Football, Rochelle Township High School Bass Fishing and 
Rochelle Junior Hubs Club Volleyball. 

Phil	Hasz	new	agency	manager

Phil Hasz
Agency Manager of the  

DeKalb-Kendall-Ogle Agency

Hasz and his wife Dawn have 
been married for 17 years. They 
have three children, Cody, Sylvia 
and Cooper. 

Hasz is primarily responsible for 
training and recruiting all of the 
COUNTRY Financial Representa-
tives in the three county area. If you 
or anyone you know is currently 
looking for a change in careers, 
please contact Phil Hasz at his 
COUNTRY Financial office at 437 
West State Street in Sycamore. The 
office phone number is 815-756-
8026. 

About	the	COUNTRY		
Financial®	group	

The COUNTRY Financial group 
(www.countryfinancial.com) 
serves about one million house-
holds and businesses throughout 
the United States and offers a wide 
range of insurance and financial 
products and services. ■

0416-012

“I have spent my entire career with 
COUNTRY Financial and after all this 
time I still enjoy serving our clients and 
helping them achieve financial security 
– whether it be protecting their assets, 
or preparing for their future.”
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Spend a Saturday enjoying 
Arlington Park and all that it has to 
offer – thoroughbred racing, well-
manicured grounds, and fantastic 
food.

Spend	a	Day	at	Arlington	Park
Join DeKalb County Farm Bureau 

in a day trip to Arlington Park on 
Saturday, Aug. 27. Registration for 
this trip is currently being accepted.

Upon arrival at Arlington Park, you 
can head down to the paddock 
and watch horses and jockeys 
prepare for the races. In a stroll 
of the grounds you can also 
enjoy “Art in the Park” that day 
with several artists showcasing 
and selling their paintings. 

In the stadium, Farm Bureau 
has reserved seating in the 
Million Room, an air-condi-
tioned room overlooking the 
race track from the elevated 
platform. In the Million Room 
you will have access to outdoor 
stadium seats or you can 
remain inside the room to enjoy 
the afternoon in style. 

Lunch features a complete 
buffet and includes beer, wine 
and soft drinks. 

Trips

Wonder through Starved Rock in 
a trolley tour, take a cruise on the 
Belle of the Rock River, and relax 
with a glass of wine at August Hill 
Winery.

You won’t want to miss Farm 
Bureau’s Wonder, Water & Wine 
Tour on Wednesday, July 13.

When you arrive at the Starved 
Rock Lodge you will be served lunch 
with a choice of entrees. 

After lunch get on the open-air 
trolley for a tour of the park and 
historic downtown Utica, plus a stop 
at the Waterway Visitor Center and 
Starved Rock Visitor Center. Next, 
enjoy a ride on the Belle of the Rock 
River cruise. Both the river cruise 
and the trolley ride offer narrated 
history and legends of the area.

Wonder,	Water	&	Wine	Tour	this	summer

An afternoon stop at August Hill 
Winery completes the tour. 

The cost of this tour is $75 for 
Farm Bureau members, $85 for 
guests. Tour price includes lunch, the 
trolley tour, boat ride, winery, and 
motorcoach transportation. The mo-
torcoach departs from Farm Bureau 

at 9:30 a.m. and returns by 5:30 p.m.
Registration for this tour opens 

Monday, May 2. Checks and credit 
cards are accepted.

This tour is being sponsored by the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau and 
is open to all members (21 years or 
older). ■

You can place your bets throughout 
the day from the betting windows in 
the Million Room; there will be eight 
horse races that day.

Farm Bureau will be at Arlington 
Park from noon until the park closes 
at 5 p.m. 

The cost of this day trip is $100 
for members, $110 for guests. Price 
includes motorcoach, lunch and 
beverages, racing guide, admission 
into the park and the afternoon in the 
Million Room. 

The motorcoach departs from the 
Farm Bureau Building at 10:45 a.m. 
and will return approximately 6:30 
p.m. 

The Arlington Park trip is open to 
Farm Bureau members 18 years and 
older. The dress code for Arlington 
Park is smart business casual.

To register for this trip contact the 
Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361. 

Registration for this trip opens 
Monday, June 6 at Farm Bureau. ■
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The two large tanks in the middle of this planter hold 100 
bushels, or 5,600 pounds of seed corn. The seed travels 
from the tanks to each planter box. Underneath each box is a 
mechanism which plants one row of corn or soybeans.

As the planter is pulled across the field, it does many things 
at once. The planter:

1. Clears soil clumps and debris out of the way,
2. Cuts a small trench in the soil at the exact depth needed, 

(1 ½ - 2 inches for corn, 1 - 1 ½ inches for soybeans)
3. Drops seeds into the trench a specific distance apart,
4. Covers each seed with soil,
5. Firms the soil over and around the seed, and
6. Applies fertilizer or insecticide if needed.

Global Positioning Systems (GPS), computers, and robotics in the tractors that pull planters help farmers plant 
perfect rows with no skips or overlaps in the field.

Planters	are	used	to	plant	corn,		
soybeans	and	other	grains.
This planter plants 24 rows at a time, about 17,000 corn seeds each minute,  
and 30 acres in an hour. (An acre is about the size of a football field.)

What is that?
Planting	Equipment

Many farmers are now ordering their seed in large bulk 
containers instead of bags. Seed tenders like this one 
are used to haul bulk seed and load it into planters. This 
decreases labor and saves time.
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Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordina-
tor. Follow her Stray Kernels blog at 
www.straykernels.wordpress.com. 

Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

Maintaining	a	happy	marriage
I think my husband heartily regrets the day he surprised me with my first 

smartphone. Why? I enjoy reading about science, and I quickly discovered that a 
world of knowledge was Literally. At. My. Fingertips. 

There was a day when I would readily lose myself in a book or a magazine 
article. Not so much anymore. Now I have my phone, or my tablet! I can still 
shut out the rest of the world within moments by stumbling across an interest-
ing article posted on Facebook by Science News, Biofortified, or dozens of other 
science or ag organizations. 

The pitfall of following science news sources online, though, is the comments 
sections. Back in the day, if you read an article about a new science discovery in 
a paper magazine, you might discuss what you just read with someone nearby. 
But that was pretty much it. 

But now! We have the ability to comment immediately, online, about every-
thing! See a headline that grabs your attention? Click! Read! Comment! Oh 
wait… I know what I think just by the headline; I don’t need to read the whole 
story. In fact, I’m going to post a comment expressing what I think [types fever-
ishly…]. There. 

Have you ever furtively Googled a texting/commenting abbreviation because 
you didn’t know what it stood for? Yeah, me too. Last week I looked up this 
one: tl;dr. If you’re old like me (I’m in my mid-40s, which feels dang old if you 
spend any time in the social media world), you may not have known that one. 
I’ll save you looking it up. It means, “too long; didn’t read.” Raise your hand if 
you’ve ever posted a comment on an article you didn’t read all the way through, 
or (ahem) didn’t read at all. Go on, raise that hand, no one’s watching you. 
(Seriously—they’re all looking at their devices.)

I’ve actually caught myself gauging whether or not I want to take the time 
to read an article by perusing the comments first. I’m not sure this is a healthy 
habit, and I have yet to discern what it is about the comments that help me make 
up my mind. Whatever it is, reading online comments is an interesting and often 
depressing foray into human nature.

Judging by what I read in online comments, a whole bunch of people’s moms 
must have told them as children, “If you can’t say anything nice, don’t say 
anything at all. Unless you’re online, then you may type whatever the #%&! 
you want.” The mean stuff bothers me, of course. I remind myself that there just 
SEEMS to be a lot of hateful trolls, but (hopefully) they are a small minority of 
folks who make a lot of racket. 

The commenters who irritate me most, however, aren’t the trolls who simply 
thrive on poking people to get emotional reactions. No, it’s the people who 
casually make snide comments who really disappoint me. 

Want to fall into a comment abyss? Read the comments regarding a topic like 
pesticides or GMOs. Along with outright hateful statements, you’ll run into 
stuff like this: “Know anything about how toxicology works?” And, “Science, 
much?” I think the reason these more subtle jabs irk me so much is that they 
often come from people who otherwise share valuable, credible information. 

Then they ruin it by being snide. It’s 
as though they care more about being 
right than about advancing the con-
versation.

Here’s something to keep in mind 
if you’re commenting online. The 
people “listening” aren’t just the ones 
commenting. A whole bunch of folks 
like me are reading quietly, taking in 
information, and deciding for them-
selves who and what to believe. And 
they won’t say (type) a word.

Relationship researcher John 
Gottman found that contempt is a 
key predictor of whether or not a 
marriage will last. I believe this is 
also true of the often invisible in-
teractions that take place online. It 
doesn’t matter how much valuable 
information you can share; if you 
present it with even the tiniest bit of 
scorn, readers will “divorce” you and 
stop listening.

If you really want to maintain a 
happy “marriage” between your ideas 
and the people you hope to share 
them with, online or IRL (in real life), 
restrain yourself from being sarcastic. 
Truly. Just be nice. I’m listening. ■
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On May 3 the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Foundation for Agriculture is 
joining other nonprofits to raise money 
to improve our local communities. 
Last year Give Local DeKalb County 
generated nearly $190,000 in a single 
day!

To donate go to: www.givelocal
dekalbcounty.org and select the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foun-
dation for Agriculture to make a 
donation. Any amount of donation 
($25 or more) is welcome.

Another option for donating on May 
3 is to stop by the Sycamore Train 
Depot, home to the DeKalb County 
Community Foundation, and pay by 
check.

Give	to	the	Foundation	for	Agriculture
This is the third year that the 

DeKalb County Nonprofit Part-
nership and the DeKalb County 
Community Foundation have 
supported local nonprofits to grow 
philanthropy in our community 
through Give Local DeKalb County, 
a 24-hour online day of charitable 
giving.

Beyond the Give Local DeKalb 
County one-day event, Foundation 
donations can be made anytime at 
the Farm Bureau office. The Foun-
dation’s mission is to “broaden 
awareness and understanding of 
agriculture through outreach and 
education.” Foundation donations 
support ag literacy, community and 

consumer outreach, scholarships 
and other agricultural education 
programs.

For more information contact 
Mariam Wassmann, 815-756-6361. ■

Teachers, join us for our 18th 
Summer Ag Institute (SAI) and 
discover ways to broaden your 
students’ awareness of food, farming, 
and related careers. K-12 teachers 
have found our SAI to be engaging 
and worthwhile. In fact, over 40% 
of participants find the experience 
so valuable that they take the course 
more than once!

Class meeting dates: 
May 18, 25 & June 1, 5 - 8 p.m. 

June 13 - 16, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Teachers will:
• Tour local farms and interact 

with farmers who raise our food.
• Visit agribusinesses and investi-

gate career opportunities.
• Examine issues of food produc-

tion and discuss curriculum-appro-
priate ways to explore them with 
students.

• Discuss ways to incorporate food 
& farm-related content while rein-
forcing STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math) connections.

• Develop lessons inspired 
by course experiences and new 
resources.

Teachers can register for three 
hours of graduate credit or for pro-
fessional development hours. Under-
graduate credit is available for pre-

service teachers. NIU instructional 
waivers may be used to help offset 
tuition for this course.

Visit www.dekalbfarmbureau.org 
and click on “Ag Literacy” for more 
information and to apply to take the 
course. ■

Mike Petersdorf of Muirhead near Hampshire explains his hydroponic system to teachers 
during last year’s Summer Ag Institute.

2016	Summer	Ag	Institute	for	Teachers
“Infusing	STEM,	Agriculture,	and	Careers	in	Your	Classroom”
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“Cloudy on Country Roads”
Photo by Christy Olmstead 

It was a sunny and beautiful March day when Christy Olmstead took this photo. The clouds were off the 
charts and it was the perfect time to go down some country roads, said Christy. This photo was taken on 
Aldrich Road, northwest of Sycamore.
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Share Your Snaps
Here is what you need to do...

1. Photo contest is open to local, amateur 
photographers.

2. Take photographs that capture the 
beginning of life. Examples include flowers 
blooming, chicks hatching, and babies.

3. Make sure your camera or Smartphone is 
set to the highest resolution for quality and your 
photo is sent at its original size. The submitted 
photo must be the photographer’s original work.

4. Email your pictures to aschelkopf@dekal-
bfarmbureau.org with a brief  
description of the photo and the story behind it.

5. Log on to Facebook and follow the DeKalb County Farm Bureau page at www.
facebook.com/DeKalbCountyFarmBureau.

6. Watch for your pictures to be posted on the Facebook page.

7. Click “like” on the photo you enjoy most, and share it with family and friends.

Contestants agree that the final judgment as to all matters of the contest and interpretation of 
contest rules are at the sole discretion of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. 

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Monthly Photo Contest

There’s no better way to discover 
this colossal wonder than on a 
Panama Canal cruise. Sail roundtrip 
from Ft. Lauderdale and discover 
why it’s a must-see attraction. Expert 
narration will enlighten you as your 
ship passes through the locks, and 
you’ll dine on authentic Panamanian 
cuisine. 

Ashore there is everything from 
Costa Rican rainforests to Old World 
cities and Caribbean pleasures. 

DeKalb County Farm Bureau is 
making plans for a group cruise to 
the Panama Canal, Costa Rica and 
the Caribbean. The 10-day cruise is 
being arranged by Royal Travel for 
Feb. 26-March 7, 2017. 

See	the	Panama	Canal

To find out more, please attend 
an informational meeting on 
Monday, May 2, 7 p.m. at Farm 
Bureau. Please call the Farm Bureau 
office, 815-756-6361, to make a 
reservation for the meeting. Royal 
Travel owners Larry and Kay Berke 

A	dream	more	than	400	years	in	
the	making,	the	Panama	Canal	
opened	in	1914	and	this	epic	
man-made	marvel	changed	the	
world.

will provide an itinerary and details 
for the Panama Canal cruise. Also, 
a representative from the Princess 
Cruise staff will be available. 

Additional informational meetings 
will be held this summer, but incen-
tives may change. ■

Share Your Snaps is a 
themed, monthly photo com-
petition that allows you to 
snap, share and  
send your favorite photos 
to the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau. 

These photos will be posted 
on our Facebook page weekly. 
The photo that has the most 
“likes” by the last day of the 
month will be published in 
the following Connections 
magazine.

The April/May theme is:  
New Life

The last day of this contest is 
May 31.  
Watch for the winning photo in 
the June issue of Connections 
magazine!
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www.conservfs.com

FAST STOP - Built with your family in mind
Whether it’s a trip to the store 
or a trip across America’s 
Heartland, Conserv FS’ FAST 
STOP service stations have you 
covered! 

Conserv FS has FAST STOP 
service stations located on Peace 
Road in DeKalb, on Route 23 in 
Waterman and on Second Avenue 
in Rochelle and all three are open 
24/7/365, providing gasoline and 
diesel fuel to the general public. In 
addition, the DeKalb location has 
E-85 available and the Rochelle 
location has Rec Gas available as 
well. 

They accept all major card 
brands including Visa, Master-
Card, American Express, Discover, 
Voyager, Wright and Express and our 
very own FAST STOP proprietary 
card family.  

With the FAST STOP Consumer 
Card at your fingertips you can make 
every trip memorable. The card was 
engineered with you in mind and is 
designed to help you get fuel when 
you need it. 

Unlike other cards and service 
stations, your account is issued and 
maintained by your local FS member 

cooperative – Conserv FS. This 
means that when you have changes 
or questions with your account or 
about the station you will be working 
with someone locally from Conserv 
FS and not some other company or 
country.

The FAST STOP 
Consumer Card gives you 
the ability to register up to 
99 Driver ID’s per card. Re-
strictions can be set to what, 
when, and where someone 
can use their card for 
purchases. And not only can 
alerts be setup to provide 
updated account informa-

tion, but transaction receipts can also 
be setup to provide breakdowns as 
to what driver or vehicle purchased 
items with that card. The customiza-
tion options available offer a perfect 
mix of security and convenience for 
every situation. 

 “This opens retail diesel fuel to 
customers who drive by every day. 

This has not been available at these 
stations before. You had to have a 
Pacific Pride card now you don’t.” 
says Brock Bentson, Energy Division 
Manager for Conserv FS. 

“The Peace Road location is par-
ticularly exciting with its convenient 
location near I-88. We’re the closest 
station to I-88 on Peace Road,” said 
Bentson. The Waterman location is 
also a high traffic area located on the 
corner of Routes 30 and 23 on the 
east side of Waterman with plenty of 
room for trucks to get in and out.

To find out more information 
or apply for your FAST STOP 
Consumer Card, contact Conserv FS 
at 877-548-0996 and fill out an appli-
cation today!

Follow us on Facebook: facebook.
com/conservfs. ■

“The Peace Road location is particularly 
exciting with its convenient location near 
I-88. We’re the closest station to I-88 on 
Peace Road.”

Brock Bentson
FS Energy Division Manager 
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Member Benefits

Don’t	miss	these	Prime	
Timers	programs!

May 2 – “Singing Your Favorites” 
Music by Larry Breidenbach. In a 
trip down memory lane, Larry sings 
favorite songs of Andy Williams, 
Perry Como, Tony Bennett, Dean 
Martin and Frank Sinatra. He even 
looks like Frank Sinatra! Register 
for this program by April 26.

June 6 – “What You Need to 
Know About Long-Term Care” 
by Dawn Weekly, attorney and 
founder of the Legacy Law Firm 
in Sandwich. Dawn will discuss 
different ways to pay for care and 
how to stretch your money to have 
it last longer. Register for this 
program by May 31.

July 11 – Picnic BBQ & Music. 
Enjoy a picnic style meal and then 
be entertained by music. Watch for 
more details to register for the BBQ 
by July 5.

Prime Timers is for Farm Bureau 
members 55+ years. The monthly 
luncheons and programs are held at 
the Farm Bureau Building. ■

Great America discount tickets will be 
available to purchase at the Farm Bureau 
office in May. 

Tickets are $44.50 (one day general 
admission) for ages 3 and up, which 
is a savings of $24.49. Children 2 and 
under are free. These tickets do not 
include Hurricane Harbor, but are valid 
for Fright Fest. Parking passes will be 
available at Farm Bureau for $25.

Great America introduces a new in-
teractive 4D thrill ride, Justice League: 
Battle for Metropolis. Guests will engage 
in a full-sensory journey as they battle 
alongside BATMAN™, SUPERMAN™, 
WONDER WOMEN ™, and GREEN 
LANTERN ™ against Lex Luthor, The 
Joker and his henchmen. Riders will ex-
perience wind, fire, mist and fog effects, 
along with one of the first-ever virtual loops, giving them the feeling of 
going head-over-heels. 

Great America, located in Gurnee, is home to more than 80 rides, slides 
and attractions spread across 100 acres of land. It is home to the world’s 
tallest, steepest and fastest wooden roller coaster — Goliath.

Opening day is Saturday, April 23. ■

Great	America	opens	new	thrill	ride

Save	on	Raging	Waves	tickets
Raging Waves tickets are available at the Farm Bureau office for $16 (one 

day admission) which is a savings of $15.99. 
Raging Waves, Illinois’  largest waterpark, is 

located on Route 47 near Yorkville. It’s known for its 
17 slides, wave pool and multiple kiddie areas. 

The waterpark’s newest ride, Wonambi, promises 
to send a four-person raft into high speed, near-verti-
cal, zero gravity moments where riders experience a 
feeling of weightlessness.

Opening day is Saturday, May 28. ■

Car	rental	&	hotel	savings
Save up to 25% when you rent a car and as much as 20% on hotels when 

you travel as Farm Bureau members.
Get savings on Hertz, Alamo, Enterprise and National car rental 

companies and additional savings on the Choice Hotel group and Wyndham 
Hotel group.

Contact the Farm Bureau office for more information about these travel 
savings. ■



34     Connections34     Connections

See the majestic colors of fall and 
appreciate the well-preserved 
covered bridges of Indiana.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
and American Classic Tours have 
arranged a three-day fall tour, Oct. 
19-21, for Farm Bureau members 
to Brown County, Indiana and the 
Covered Bridges of Parke County. 

On this tour we’ll travel to Parke 
County, Indiana, known as the 
covered bridge capitol of the world! 
These genuinely-preserved, beauti-
fully weathered and aged covered 
bridges are simply amazing. You’ll 
enjoy both the bridges and autumn 
hues as we travel through the coun-
tryside with a local guide providing information.

Other highlights include: a guided tour through the hills and valleys of 
Indiana’s largest state park, Brown County State Park; a visit to T.C. Steele 
state historic site, home and studio of famed Hoosier artist; a stop at the 
historic town square of Nashville, IN with over 300 craft and specialty shops; 
Gobbler’s Knob General Store in Parke County and Turkey Run State Park; 

Trips

Covered	Bridges		
of	Parke	County	Tour

Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch in Rantoul, 
IL; plus Hoosier hospitality, food and 
respite.

Also included are: hotel accom-
modations for two nights at Brown 
County Inn in Nashville, IN; six 
meals; tours, admission charges and 
a show; trip insurance; all taxes and 
gratuities; luggage handling; and the 
services of an experienced American 
Classic tour director. 

The motorcoach will depart from 
Farm Bureau on Oct. 19 and return 
to the Farm Bureau on Oct. 21. 
Members may leave their vehicles in 
the Farm Bureau parking lot. 

Cost of the tour is $898 double 
occupancy per person; $998 single 
occupancy. A deposit of $350 per 
person is due at the time of reserva-
tion at the Farm Bureau office. Final 
payment is due Aug. 15. 

Stop by the Farm Bureau office for 
a flyer and to register. Registration 
opens May 2. ■

After the Prime Timers program on May 2, a representative 
from American Classic Tours will offer more information about 
this tour, 1:45 p.m. at Farm Bureau.
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Trips

Fair Oaks Farm is not your typical 
farm. It’s an agri-tourism destination 
unlike anything else.

Located in the rolling fields of 
Northwest Indiana, the Fair Oaks 
facility offers experiences to the 
public that will never be forgotten.

Farm Bureau has planned a day 
trip to Fair Oaks on Saturday, June 
25. Get on the motorcoach at Farm 
Bureau and take a ride with us to Fair 
Oaks, Indiana for some agri-enter-
tainment. Bus departs from DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau at 8 a.m. and 
returns by 7 p.m.

At Fair Oaks you will have access 
to everything on the farm. Group 
tours have been arranged for the Pig 
and Dairy Adventures. 

In the Pig Adventure you will 
absorb the life of a pig with an 
indoor view overlooking the 
gestation, farrowing and growing 
barns. A shuttle bus transports 
you between the visitor center and 
connected pig facilities.

Travel	with	us	to	Fair	Oaks	Farm

A cow shuttle takes you around in 
the Dairy Adventure to observe a calf 
being born in the birthing barn and a 
behind-the-scenes look at the dairy 
farm to see a free-stall barn filled 
with cows. One of the highlights of 
the dairy tour is watching cows being 

milked in the 72-rotary milking 
system. 

Fair Oaks Farm is an escape to 
the country with acres of learning 
to reconnect with animals. City and 
rural people will find it quite fasci-
nating.

At Fair Oaks you will be free to 
visit the Cheese Factory, the new 
Crop Education Building, the Visitor 
Center, Green Gate Garden, Mooville 
Play Center with a treehouse, 
climbing wall and jumping pillow, 
the ice cream and gift shop. Lunch 
will be at your own expense in the 
Farmhouse Restaurant or café or you 
can bring a sack lunch and eat in the 
outside picnic area.

The cost of the trip is $40 per 
person and includes motorcoach 
transportation, and group admittance 
to the Dairy and Pig Adventures. 
Children two and under are free.

To register for the Fair Oaks Farm 
Tour, contact the Farm Bureau office. 
Checks and credit cards are accepted. 
A limited number of spaces are 
available so act soon to reserve your 
space. ■

Sister Act is a feel-amazing Broadway musical comedy based on the hit 
1992 film featuring Whoopi Goldberg and has audiences jumping to their 
feet. 

Filled with powerful feel-good gospel music and outrageous dancing, 
this is a truly moving story about a woman hiding in a convent who helps 
her fellow sisters find their voices as she rediscovers her own. Deloris Van 
Cartier breathes new life into the church and community and finds power 
in her newly found sisterhood.

Farm Bureau has tickets for Sister Act on Wednesday, June 8 at Circa 
21 Theater in Rock Island. Tickets are $71 for members, $81 for guests. 
Ticket price includes the show, lunch and motorcoach transportation. 
Farm Bureau has reserved seats in the first two rows of this historic dinner 
theater.

Motorcoach departs from Farm 
Bureau at 9:30 a.m. and returns 
by 6 p.m.

To reserve your space for Sister 
Act, contact the Farm Bureau 
office, 815-756-6361. ■

See Sister Act at Circa 21
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Citizens	Police	
Academy	
Graduates
Twenty-five area residents 
graduated from the 2016 
DeKalb County Sheriff’s  
Citizens Police Academy, 
including Farm Bureau 
members Cynthia Thompson 
and Carol Quinn. Sheriff Roger 
Scott presented the graduates 
with plaques during a 
ceremony held at Farm Bureau 
last month. To date, over 560 
people have completed the 10-
day class under the direction 
of Ray Nelson and Sarah 
Frazier and sponsorship of the 
Sheriff’s Office and DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau. ■

Eleven FFA students from 
throughout DeKalb County par-
ticipated in this year’s Illinois 
Farm Bureau and Affiliates Youth 
Conference, April 4-5 in Peoria.

With a “Build” Illinois FFA 
theme, the conference provided 
youth with resources to equip and 
prepare them for future careers. 
Sessions covered diverse areas 
of personal, career and leader-
ship growth. Approximately 350 
students attended the statewide 
Youth Conference. ■

Engaged in one of the Youth Conference 
sessions are FFA members Jenna 
Cowan, Megan Exner and Braden 
Watson. 

Local	youth	attend	IFB	Conference

Students who attended from DeKalb County 
included (front row, from left) Jennifer Stevens, 
Sycamore; Jason Kuhn, Genoa-Kingston; 
Eleana Halverson, Hinckley-Big Rock; with State 
President Kade Hill; (back rows) Audrey Harrod, 
Hinckley-Big Rock; Kaitlyn Siewierski, Sycamore; 
Anna Drendel, Genoa-Kingston; Megan Exner, 
Hiawatha; Jenna Cowan, Indian Creek; Braden 
Watson, Hiawatha; Sam Fleming, Indian Creek; 
Rayann Gilchrist, Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich.

30	Years	of		
Prime	Timers!

This year marks the 30th Anni-
versary of the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Prime Timers. To commem-
orate three decades of the Prime 
Timers group, a special celebration 
will be held at the Annual Barbeque 
on Monday, July 11 at Farm Bureau. 

The celebration will include 
special recognition of former and 
current committee members and 
chairmen as well as a brief look back 
at the early years.

Watch for more details. Registra-
tion for the BBQ opens on June 6. ■



Planting Alert!
It’s spring and farmers 

are busy planting corn & 
soybeans. As you drive by 
farm fields be cognizant of 
farmers working and watch 
for farm vehicles using roads 
and highways. Be alert and 
slow down while traveling on 
roads with farm equipment.

Together,  
let’s make it a 
SAFE Planting 

Season!

These words save lives. 
Remember them when you see farmers and their  
equipment on rural roads during the planting season. 
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Center	for		
Agriculture	News

Test	Your	Farm’s	Water
Testing your tile, ditch or stream water for 

nitrates is an important part of your conser-
vation efforts on your farm. After all, if you 
don’t know what you’re losing, it’s hard to 
know how to keep it for your crops.

A water testing program for nitrates is being conducted throughout the 
state. Water kits are currently being distributed at Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District (SWCD) offices. 

The DeKalb County SWCD office will have a water testing kit soon 
and will advise farmers of water sample collection dates in the spring and 
summer. The water testing kit will be shared between DeKalb and LaSalle 
County SWCD offices and the Kane County Farm Bureau.

This program is designed to engage farmers in the nutrient and water 
quality issues facing agriculture by providing information on possible nutrient 
losses from farming. 

By comparing water testing results to other known concentrations and 
research results, farmers can begin to understand their own impact on water 
quality and consider management practices which may reduce their losses.

Nutrient levels of runoff water can vary greatly depending on the time 
of year, temperature, rainfall and in-field practices. A measurement of flow 

would also be needed to determine 
the total nutrient loading into a water 
body and a measurement of acreage 
being drained would be needed to 
know the pounds per acre leaving the 
field. 

Once a date has been set for water 
sample collections, farmers and land-
owners will be advised of proce-
dures. Water samples need to be at 
least eight ounces. Test results will 
be confidential.

This water testing program is 
being sponsored by the Illinois Farm 
Bureau, Illinois Corn Growers, 
Illinois Council on Best Management 
Practices and the Zea Mays Founda-
tion as part of the Illinois Nutrient 
Loss Reduction Strategy.

For more information contact Dean 
Johnson at 815-756-3234, ext. 3. ■



Four	Seasons	Gardening	Spring	Series
The spring series of University of Illinois Extension’s Four Seasons 

Gardening program, which focuses on environmental stewardship, home 
gardening, and backyard food production, gets underway this month. 

The first session of the series is titled, WaterSmart Gardening. The 
program will be offered on April 26 at 1:30 p.m. The session will be 
presented via computer in the Conference Center of the Farm Bureau 
Building. 

With water sometimes a precious 
commodity, especially during the 
summer with droughts, WaterS-
mart Gardening will provide helpful 
hints on minimizing and conserving 
water, while still maintaining a healthy landscape. Extension Specialist 
David Robson, will share tips and techniques and the latest in watering 
equipment.

This webinar may also be viewed from home by pre-registering at 
go.illinois.edu/4seasons_webinars. Recorded videos of the sessions 
can be viewed following the program at go.illinois.edu/fourseasons 
recordings.  

Other topics in the spring series include Utilizing Containers and Raised 
Beds to Grow Vegetables set for May 10, and Backyard Greenhouse Basics 
set for May 24.

There is no cost to attend the sessions.  However, advance registration is 
required. Phone or email the local U of I Extension office for more details, 
815-758-8194 or go to the Extension website at http://web.extension.
illinois.edu/bdo/ for more information and registration. ■
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Master	Gardeners		
Announce	Plant	Sale

The University of Illinois Extension 
DeKalb County Master Gardeners will 
hold their annual Plant Sale and Boutique 
on Saturday, June 11 from 9 a.m. until 2 
p.m., rain or shine, at the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture. 

Master Gardeners will offer perenni-
als appropriate for our zone and divided 
from their own gardens. There will 
also be vegetables, herbs, and hanging 
baskets, plus generous donations of 
shrubs and annuals from other not-for-
profit garden groups and local businesses. 
The Boutique will offer a selection of 
garden-related items and tools. 

As usual, Master Gardeners will be 
available to answer questions about 
plants and to help shoppers make appro-
priate choices for their garden settings 
and will also gladly help carry purchases 
to shoppers’ vehicles. 

If you have any questions about this 
event, please contact the DeKalb County 
Extension office at 815-758-8194. ■

Horticulture	Help	Desk	Open
“I need help reading my seed 

catalog.” “I’m not sure when to start 
seeds for my cool weather vegeta-
bles.” “How will the drought effect 
my lawn?”  

University of Illinois Extension 
DeKalb County Master Gardeners 
offer a free service answering garden 
questions such as these at the Hor-
ticulture Help Desk. The Horticul-
ture Help Desk is open Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 9 a.m. to noon 
now until the end of the month. The 
Help Desk will open Monday through 
Friday 9 a.m. to noon starting May 
2016.  

Master Gardeners research topics 
about insects, trees, shrubs, plants, 
vegetables, fruits, gardens, lawns, and 
more. Master Gardeners supply re-
search-based answers to questions and 
take time to find the information you 
need for your specific circumstance.  

Master Gardeners do not make 
house calls, but you are free to bring 
samples to the University of Illinois 

Extension DeKalb County office, located in the Farm Bureau Center for Ag-
riculture building in Sycamore. 

Reach the Master Gardeners by calling in your question, 815-758-8194, 
or by stopping at the office. You may also email your question to: uiemg 
dekalb@illinois.edu. Master Gardener volunteers will ask you some  
diagnostic questions to understand your horticulture situation, then will call 
you back after they have done their research. The Horticulture Help Desk is 
a free service offered by the DeKalb County Master Gardeners. 

Clients are encouraged to email or bring in photos or drop off samples of 
their troubled plants, trees, or shrubs. 
Here are some helpful tips for collecting samples:  

• Bring in or email photos of the plant. Be sure to include the surrounding 
environment.

• If possible, bring in the entire plant if appropriate, especially if it is a 
vegetable, annual or perennial flower. 

• Woody plant samples should be as large as practical. Collect samples 
from areas that are still alive and showing symptoms.

• Do not collect dead plants. Often their tissues have been invaded by 
other fungi and bacteria and the original pathogen is no longer detectable.

• Collect several plant specimens showing a range of symptoms. Collect 
both healthy and damaged plant parts.

• It may be necessary to wait until the plant blooms for a botanical identi-
fication.

• After collecting samples, do not expose them to direct sunlight. Keep 
them cool and do not allow them to dry out. Weeds tend to wilt quickly, 
consider placing them between two pieces of moist paper towel and bring 
them in as soon as possible. ■



Household Hazardous
WASTE DR IVE

RESPONSIBLY DISPOSE OF YOUR
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE

MAY 21, 2016
9 AM – 12 PM

DEKALB COUNTY FARM BUREAU
1350 W. PRAIRIE DR. SYCAMORE, IL

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 815-748-2408 OR VISIT
HTTP://DEKALBCOUNTY.ORG/HEALTH/ENVIRONMENTAL/WASTE.HTML
SPONSORED BY DEKALB COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT & DEKALB COUNTY FARM BUREAU

This drive is limited to the first 200 cars.
Proof of DeKalb county residency required.

ACCEPTABLE
Oil Based Paint
Paint Thinner
Herbicides
Insecticides
Pesticides
Pool Chemicals
Cleaning Products
Mercury

Used Motor Oil
Florescent lamp bulbs
Drain Cleaners
Lawn Chemicals
Solvents
Antifreeze
Hobby Chemicals
Aerosol Paints

NOT ACCEPTABLE
Latex Paint
Alkaline Batteries
Ammunitions
Explosives
Radioactive Material
Car Batteries
Sharps, Needles
Biohazardous Waste

Tires
Cylinders
Trash
Business Waste
Electronic Waste
Full Drums of Waste
DEA Controlled Meds
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Consider the what ifs
We’ve all heard the expression, “You never know.” That’s why it’s important to plan 
ahead to protect the ones you love. Life insurance is can be an easy and affordable 
way to help protect your family’s financial future. COUNTRY Financial® can help you 
determine the type and amount of life insurance that’s right for you. Talk to a local 
financial representative today. 

0415-560HC-14092-3/22/2016

Auto, home and business insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Preferred Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Casualty Insurance Company®. 
Life insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Life Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Investors Life Assurance Company®. Fixed annuities issued by COUNTRY Investors Life Assurance 
Company®. All issuing companies located in Bloomington, IL.

Phil Hasz 
815-756-8026

David Gingerich 
815-784-6688

Kathy Martin 
815-786-6584

Craig Popp 
815-756-9536

Curtis Burket 
815-786-2209

Dan Howes 
815-756-9536

Dean Miller 
815-748-7064

Mike Shipley 
815-756-9536

Katy Fillipp 
815-756-8026

Steve Klopfenstein 
815-824-2920

Chris Patterson 
815-756-9536

Gavin Wilson 
815-748-7064

We’ve all heard the expression, “You never know.” That’s why it’s important to plan 
ahead to protect the ones you love. Life insurance can be an easy and affordable 
way to help protect your family’s financial future. COUNTRY Financial® can help you 
determine the type and amount of life insurance that’s right for you. Talk to a local 
financial representative today.
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