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Connections

Connecting to You
Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Giraffes, Elephants, Apes & More

Mark Tuttle is a 4th generation farmer
from Somonauk and president of the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

On the cover:
The Bottermans:
Brooklyn, Bailey,
Christy, Bria, Scott
& Beau of Genoa

I vividly remember summer trips to the Brookfield Zoo with our family.
I recall the excitement in the kids’ eyes and the conversation on the way in
about their favorite animals. First we would go to the African Safari to see the
giraffes, then we were off to the Asian Rain Forest to look at the elephants, and
next to the Ape House to watch the apes and chimpanzees, and finally the Australian Walkabout to see the kangaroos. Yes, it was all about the animals and
relating to their environments.
Now, let’s fast-forward 30 years. It is Friday, August 7th at Brookfield Zoo
and once again I am putting myself in the animal zoo environment. But this
time it is with other Farm Bureau leaders and the purpose of our visit is to share
“our agriculture environment” with our city friends.
Like our city friends, we have shared values. The key is learning about our
different environments. It’s all about having open conversations with others.
We need to talk about our well-cared for farm animals and the safe and healthy
food that we produce in our ag environment.
So, next time you visit the zoo, the city park, or a community event take time
to share your ag story. ■
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Calendar

On Prairie Drive

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

“Circle of Life” on the Farm
Growing up on the farm provides some
real-life farm animal experiences.
I was watching kids show their farm animals at
the 4-H fair a few weeks ago and I couldn’t help
but think about how these young people have
spent countless hours working with their animals
and preparing them for the show. There’s a
special bond between a farm animal and a young
person and it was evident as they entered the show ring together.
Yet at the end of the fair season it’s time to say goodbye to some of these farm
animals. Not an easy task for tender hearts. I remember when the boys said
goodbye to their first bucket calves and then their steers. I shed a few tears with
the boys as their animals went to greener pastures as calves and to market as fullygrown steers. It was hard to say goodbye to an animal that you had spent so much
time nurturing, taming, grooming, and training to walk and show like a champion…
especially calves like Bob, Amos and Andy.
Eventually, farm kids come to understand the circle of life of their farm animals.
I’m not saying it’s easy. I still think about some of those beautiful bovines I
showed. But in time you get it. You realize their purpose in life. They are raised to
help sustain us. And the circle of life starts all over again with a new, young calf. ■
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Send magazine comments to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

Visit us on the web:
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org

Follow us on facebook:
facebook.com/dekalbfarmbureau.aglit

August
Aug. 17-21
Water Well Testing
Pick up kit at Farm Bureau
Take sample Aug. 24 &
return to FB
$85
Aug. 26
Farm Talk
By IL Farm Bureau
5 p.m.
RSVP by Aug. 24

September
Sept. 7
Labor Day
Farm Bureau Office closed
Sept. 9-13
Sandwich Fair
Sandwich Fairgrounds
Sept. 14
“Music of Memories”
Rich Criss
Prime Timers Luncheon
12-Noon
$6, RSVP by Sept. 8
Sept. 16
“Boeing, Boeing”
Circa 21 Theater, Rock Island
9:30 a.m. departure
$70 members, $80 guests
Sept. 18
Night At the Museum
Midwest Museum of
Natural History, Sycamore
6-9 p.m.
Register by Sept. 11, free
Meetings held at the Center for
Agriculture unless otherwise
noted. For most meeting
reservations contact the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau office,
815-756-6361.

Find the soybean and win!
Let’s see if you can find the soybean (resembling the one above) in this
month’s issue of our magazine and be eligible to win a prize.
Email your answer to connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815756-6361, by Aug. 31 for your chance to win.
When responding by email, the subject line of your message should read,
“I found the soybean” and the body of your message must include the page
number and exact description of the location of the kernel on that page. You
will also need to include your name, address, phone number, and age in the
email.
Correct answers will be put into a drawing and one winner will be drawn to
receive a $20 gift card.

Last month’s winner of the kernel contest was Rich Low of Waterman. The corn kernel was
hidden on page 32 in the Silver Award received by Katie Arndt. ■

Caring for Livestock

Jacob Beauchem and Morgan Johnson, Shabbona,
showed their beef animals at the county 4-H fair.

Kids who live on farms or in the country take pride in caring for their animals.
Raising and caring for livestock provides young people with a sense of responsibility
and a good work ethic. These kids make sure their animals receive the proper care
as well as a balanced, nutrient-based diet.
The health and welfare of farm animals is foremost in the minds of young people
as part of their daily routine because they know it’s the right thing to do – to take
good care of their livestock and other farm animals.
Some kids show their animals at the county fair. This year about 500 animals were
shown at the DeKalb County 4-H Fair. ■
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Aerial
Applications

Local aircraft spray crops to
ward off pests and diseases.

What are those yellow planes spraying
and why are they flying low over corn
fields?
Big Rock farmer Kevin Marshall uses his ground
rig to spray his crops but when his crops get too big
or field conditions are too wet he switches to flying
his aircraft to aerial apply the needed pesticides to
protect his crops.
Marshall not only applies pesticides for his
farm but he also applies crop protectants on local
farm fields as a commercial aerial applicator. The
number of acres he sprays fluctuates from 30,000
to 100,000 acres based on the season.
Aerial applicators used to be called crop dusters,
a name that came to be because of the powdery
form of dry chemicals that pilots used to apply.
Today, most of the product being applied is liquid
so applicators are no longer referred to as crop
dusters.

Reasons for Aerial Applications

Big Rock pilot and farmer Kevin Marshall uses his Air Tractor to apply
pesticides to control insects and other diseases in corn, soybean and
wheat fields. With wet soil conditions in May and June, Marshall sprayed
thousands of acres to protect local crops.

Aircraft are primarily used when conditions
aren’t ideal for ground applications of pesticides. The corn crop may
be too tall or soybeans may be at the canopy stage so ground rigs may
damage the crop. When pests or diseases threaten the crop, time is of
the essence to protect it.
This year, above average precipitation in the spring and early summer
resulted in wet, saturated soils and caused delays in applying crop
protectants with on-ground sprayers. Therefore, some local farmers
reverted to aerial applications and contacted ag pilots such as Kevin
Marshall or Hendrickson’s of Rochelle.
“This year was a wet year, not a normal year, and one of the worst
crop years,” said Marshall. The Big Rock ag pilot said that “ground and
crop conditions dictate his aerial application business.”
“If farmers can apply with a ground rig then there’s no need for me.
Unfortunately, that was not the case this year with wet field conditions,” said Marshall.
The decision to apply pesticides is typically based on thresholds
and economics to justify the cost of pesticide applications, Marshall
explained.

4
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Products being Applied
Aerial applications are used to protect
plants from pests and diseases and increase
overall crop yield. The most common
pesticide applications are fungicides and
insecticides. Some examples are: Headline,
a fungicide used in corn to control rust and
other diseases, and Hero, an insecticide used
to control Japanese beetles in soybeans.
Without crop protection products, which
are tested and regulated by the EPA and
FDA, crop yields would drop significantly.
Marshall gets as close as 10 feet to the
top of crops with applications. He applies
a mixture of about two gallons of pesticides and water per acre. Of this amount,
only about 4-5 ounces per acre is pesticide
product. ►

Photo by Colleen Hogan

The mostly liquid products that Marshall applies by his Air Tractor
are sprayed on crops from May until September.
Because of the wet soils and inability for farmers to apply nitrogen
after planting, some farmers opted for aerial applications of urea, a
granular form of nitrogen. Marshall says that aerial application of urea
is gaining popularity. “Farmers are looking at this as another option for
additional nitrogen applications,” said Marshall.
Marshall also is hired to aerial seed cover crops such as rye, radishes
and clover into farm fields. This is typically done in late August to early
September.
Beyond agriculture, aerial applications are used in urban areas for
mosquito eradication as well as dispensing water and other retardants to
fight fires.

Regulations for Applicators
Aerial applicators operate under a watchful eye of federal and state
agencies. They are regulated by the Federal Aviation Administration,
EPA, the Department of Transportation, the Illinois Department of Agriculture, and the Department of Homeland Security.
Regulations require that planes be inspected annually and that applicators maintain strict documentation of each field sprayed.
Colleen Hogan uses a computerized mapping program to assist
Marshall with precise applications and completing work orders. She
maintains records for the benefit of their flying service and for federal
and state regulatory agencies. Maps are uploaded to a tablet in the
aircraft and synchronized with the GPS guidance system.
Regulations are in place for the safe and accurate application of agricultural products.

Homeowners use up to 10 times more pesticides per acre on
their lawns and gardens than farmers do on their crops.
Only a few ounces per acre of pesticides are applied to
corn and soybean fields.

Avoiding Obstacles
Aerial applicators need to be cognizant
of obstacles in their path such as electrical
power lines, wind turbines or UAVs.
Marshall’s GPS system provides path-topath guidance to navigate the plane across
the field and around obstacles such as
power lines and wind turbines.
The ability to see and avoid obstructions
and other aircraft is the backbone of safety
for aerial applicators. All aircraft, including
UAVs, have a responsibility to abide by this
aviation safety principle, according to the
NAAA (National Agricultural Aviation
Association).
Aerial applicators also avoid on-ground
obstacles such as bee hives, cattle and other
livestock, and organic fields. Marshall
indicated courtesy calls are made to those
that have livestock or bees alerting them
that he will be spraying nearby fields.
“Experience and properly surveying my
field before application is key in avoiding
any obstacles,’ says Marshall.
The aerial application industry provides
an important service to agriculture with
crop protection products, an essential tool
in the farmer’s ability to produce a safe and
abundant crop. “It’s a tool that can benefit
agriculture,” said Marshall. ■
Sources: NAAA, USDA
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John Diedrich, Sycamore farmer

Way Back Machine – Sheep Island
The flooding rains of June-July
2015 seemed somehow familiar to
me. The timing of this relentless wet
pattern is something I have experienced before, but not here in northern
Illinois.
I decided to send my “Way Back
Machine” to the year 1972 and I
landed smack dab on the Hugo Pollhammer farm in Linz, Austria!
In 1972, I was one of twenty-four
nationwide participants in the FFA’s
Work Experience Abroad Program.
Hugo and Theresia were my host
parents and their home farm was
located in a small community on the
outskirts of Austria’s third-largest
city.
My host father had a farming enterprise consisting of 200 acres of corn,
10 acres of barley, 50 acres of forest,
56 ducks, 25 sheep, and 4 pigs. It
was the daily care of those sheep that
awakened my memory from
a VERY soggy
summer spent in
Europe.
I sent over 50 aerogramme letters home
to my family during
those three months and,
unbeknownst to me,
Mom kept them all. She
gave them back to me
several years ago, along
with newspaper clippings
that chronicled my adventures.
All communication with family
and friends back in the USA was in
written form for the entire summer.
As it turns out, I was blogging long
before there were cell phones or the
internet!
6
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As I reread those
letters, the 43
passing years just
melted away - or
as in the case of
John Diedrich visits with Dr. Helga Bidmon, Second
those 25 sheep
Secretary from the Austrian Embassy, during an orientation
and 4 pigs, nearly
program prior to his departure for Austria. John visited
washed away! I
Austria in the summer of 1972 as part of the FFA Work
was once again
Experience Abroad Program.
that intrepid
twenty-year-old immersed in the experience of a lifetime.
The following is an excerpt from a letter I wrote on July 13, 1972:
Dear Dad,
Your letter got here on Tuesday. It has been raining here for the last four
days! Rivers are 15 to 60 feet out of their banks. Water from the mountains is
very heavy. Last Saturday, three of us built a small house for the 4 pigs that
Hugo bought. It’s an experiment as he calls it. He keeps his sheep on the same
land. No good for crops as it is all grass and trees…also too many stones. I
mention this because if the rain keeps up at its present rate we will see how
good the pigs and sheep are at swimming! There is a small stream (I mean,
there was a small stream, it’s now a little river) right by the sheep for watering
purposes.
On Friday the 4th of August, 1972 I wrote:
The weather at this very moment is quite
dismal…cold and rainy. I formally declare this the
monsoon season in Freindorfer, Austria. We have
really been catching the rain now for almost a
month. I have gotten used to the sound of rain
falling as I am sleeping almost every night. At
least the weather at home is decent, right?
Turned out, the weather at home wasn’t
much better in that summer of 1972, but on
Hugo’s farm we had used a flat bottom boat
to ferry feed and water to the sheep and pigs
that now lived on an island. The rivers had risen so high we
had to do this for several weeks. The final act in the sheep drama was to
shear them all and bring them to the farm in a wagon.
So, when people ask me how the 2015 summer growing season has been for
my brother and I, my first inclination is to say that at least we haven’t had any
sheep float off the island yet! And now you know that’s a reference that was
43 years in the making. ■

Melody Hall wanted to do something special to remember her
father. Something that represented his life as a farmer. Something
that would be long-lasting and benefit agriculture for years to come.
“Dad instilled in me a good work ethic and an appreciation for agriculture,” said Melody. “He worked hard and we worked hard on the farm. I
had a good childhood.”
Melody, her sisters and parents, raised livestock – sheep, dairy, beef and
chickens – and grew corn, soybeans and oats on their Baileyville farm in
northwestern Illinois.
As she looks back on the past she beams with appreciation for her farmfamily upbringing and special memories of her father, Ray Hagemann, who
passed away two years ago.
That something she wanted to do came to fruition when she established
an endowment with the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for AgMelody and Darwin Hall have deep roots in
riculture in tribute to her father. His legacy would be carried on through
agriculture and recently established an endowment
the Foundation for Agriculture. At the same time she recognized that her
with the Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture in
$10,000 gift would be earmarked for agricultural education.
memory of Melody’s father, Ray Hagemann.
“Today, agriculture needs help educating and informing others. We can’t
do it ourselves,” said Melody.
choices based on what they see in social
Her husband, Darwin, agrees, “So many people are generations removed
media.”
from the farm. Through the Foundation we can invest in the future of agri“In agriculture we’ve been slow to
culture, including educating kids and others about farming.”
embrace
social media,” stated Darwin.
Both Darwin and Melody’s families have deep roots in agriculture tran“Because
farmers work hard there’s not
scending several generations. Another commonality is they both have raised
enough
time
for that. So farm organizations
and showed sheep throughout their lifetime. As a matter of fact, that’s how
are now blogging and tweeting to keep up
they met. Melody’s father asked Darwin to show one of Melody’s lambs
with the times to communicate farm and
because she had been injured as a high school cheerleader. Darwin showed
food messages.”
her lamb and took supreme champion at the Sandwich Fair. After that they
Melody understands the power of combegan dating and the rest, as they say, is history.
The Halls continued their interest in sheep when their
children, Tina and April, showed during their 4-H and
“So many people are generations removed from the farm.
FFA years and earned many champion ribbons. Today,
Through the Foundation we can invest in the future of agriculthe Halls have a small flock of Oxford sheep with
ture, including educating kids and others about farming.”
hopes of having their grandchildren, Abby and Logan,
show sheep in 4-H. Darwin also judges sheep shows.
munication in today’s technology savvy enFor the past 22 years Darwin has been employed in the pork industry as
vironment. Yet she still values the hard work
a production manager in northern Illinois. Formerly with Hintzsche’s, he
ethic from growing up on a farm. “My Dad
now manages hog facilities for Tri-Oak Foods. Melody has been in the food
always worked hard to get the job done and
industry for as many years, but most recently at Culver’s in Rochelle as a
get ahead. That’s why I’m driven and why I
team leader. Someday, she has aspirations of owning a Culver’s franchise.
like to be productive,” said Melody.
With both of them closely connected to the farm and food industry, they
The Halls also value their present-day lifehave seen a shift in food preferences. “People are embracing food fads,”
styles,
their children and grandchildren, and
said Melody.
travel.
“I’ve
learned to enjoy life. Live life
People need to
to
the
fullest
and appreciate our health,” said
be aware of the
Melody. ■
facts instead of
making food
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Northern Red Oak (Quercus rubra),
a relatively fast growing oak. Native.

Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis), a hardy,
drought resistant tree. Probably underutilized. Native.
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Sugar Maple (Acer sacharum), beautiful
fall color variations – yellow, bronze, even
red. Native.

Honeylocust (Gleditsia triacanthos), very
broad crown at maturity. Bi-pinnately compound
leaves with very small leaflets. Native.

Bald Cyprus (Taxodium distichum),
deciduous, evergreen. Unique specimen
tree. Quite attractive. Native.

Ginkgo (Ginko biloba), an ancient species
here when dinosaurs roamed the earth.
Very unique specimen tree. China.

Photos courtesy of Ron Peabody

Ron Peabody, University of Illinois Extension
DeKalb County Master Gardener and Master Naturalist

Nature’s Big Lesson: Diversity
Those of us with a little more frost
up on top may remember the devastation waged by the Dutch Elm
Disease on American Elm trees back
in the ‘50s. In just a few short years
this virulent disease wiped out huge
swaths of elms along city streets and
on residential properties.
Fast forward to the present. In
the past five or six years, Emerald
Ash Borer has dealt the same kind
of devastating blow to ash trees
(Fraxinus spp.) here in northern
Illinois.

The really important lesson here:
Diversity, the need for diversity in
species selection for all the varied
sites mentioned above.
So what’s it mean to you? Maybe
you’ve lost an ash or two in your
landscape. We hope not, but we all
have trees to replace sooner or later.
So what do you do?
First take inventory of your
current healthy trees. Then take
“casual” inventory of trees in your
neighborhood including nearby
farmsteads.

Important Lessons
Of Nature

Diversity Is The Key

Both Dutch Elm Disease and
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) are
potent reminders of what can
happen when a tree species is overplanted. Developers and homeowners in their own time found a lot of
positive attributes in elms and ashes.
Both species were easy to transplant, relatively fast-growing, inexpensive, widely adapted to different
site conditions and quite attractive.
They were a logical choice. And
both were over-planted. No one
expected a widespread tree killer
like Dutch Elm Disease or EAB.
You’ve no doubt witnessed all the
dead and dying ash trees in our area.
Shopping centers, suburban developments, public lands, and private
residents have all been hit hard by
Emerald Ash Borer. For tree lovers
like me, it brings tears to the eyes.

Your goal: look for tree species
that are different, species that will
provide overall diversity of the tree
population in your community.
Let’s say your neighbor has a tree
that is particularly attractive. You’d
really like to have that beauty in
your landscape. Should you consider
it or look for something different?
It depends on how often that particular species shows up in your
community “tree inventory.” The
rule of thumb: no species should
make up more than 20% of the tree
population in your community, 15%
would be even better.

Try to avoid the temptation
to plant the latest “hot”
must-have tree. Chances are
it’s going to be over-planted.

Now in reality we’re
probably not going to carry the
math to this level of precision.
Again, the point: diversity.
Try to avoid the temptation to
plant the latest “hot” must-have
tree. Chances are it’s going to
be over-planted.
Yes, you still need to heed all
the tried and true principles of
tree selection and planting, i.e.
the right tree for the right site.
Give native trees special
consideration in your selection
process. There was a reason
nature selected those species
for this area. Plus, the wildlife
benefits of native trees far
exceed those of exotic, non-native species.
We encourage you to tap into
local resources. Talk to local
nurseries and garden centers
that sell trees. Maybe take the
family on a day outing to the
Chicago Botanic Garden or
Morton Arboretum. Take notes.
And by all means stop by or
call the DeKalb County Master
Gardener Hort Help Desk in the
University of Illinois Extension
office in Sycamore, 815-7588194. And remember, diversity
is the key. ■
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Q: Why do farmers use gestation stalls or group housing?
A: Farmers use one of these forms of housing for their

sows based on what is best for the animal’s well-being
and for their hog farm.

There are many different ways to house sows. A sow is female pig
that has given birth or farrowed. She likely weighs between 500 to 600
pounds The most common types of housing used today in modern pork
production are gestation stalls and group housing.
A gestation stall is where a sow is housed after her piglets are weaned.
She will be bred and stay there while she is pregnant. There, she can
receive individual care and the proper amount of feed each day and be
protected from other aggressive sows. Her feed intake can be monitored
and adjusted based on her body condition score, which she is given every
4-6 weeks. When it is time to farrow, she will walk into a farrowing crate.
Group housing is where sows are housed in groups while they are
pregnant. The number of sows in the group will vary depending on the
farm. Even in this housing system, they still will spend time in a gestation
stall after they are bred (for about 30-35 days) until they are pregnancy
checked. Once co-mingled with other pregnant sows, there is likely to
be some fighting among the sows. Some group housing designs will
allow a stall that a sow can go to so she can get away from the others.
Sometimes, fighting sows will have to be separated. Again, when it is
time to farrow, she will be in a farrowing crate.
A farrowing crate is where all sows will go to give birth. The stalls
are washed and disinfected before she arrives. There are many different
designs and types of crates, but they all do the following: They help
reduce the number of pigs that are accidentally laid on or stepped on
by the sow and they help protect farmers from the sow when they are
assisting the sow or caring for the piglets. The floor of the farrowing crate
is designed to help keep the piglets warm and dry which helps prevent
some diseases.
In regards to housing options for sows, each farmer will use what is
best for their sows’ well-being and what is best for their farm.
The American Association of Swine Veterinarians supports all of the
these housing systems providing that “all animals have access to food
and water, are protected from environmental extremes, are allowed to
express appropriate behaviors and minimize expression of inappropriate
behaviors between sows, and facilitates evaluation and care of individual
animals while protecting worker safety.”
10
10
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Carl Heide is a fourth generation
farmer from DeKalb who raises pigs,
corn, and peas. Carl, his wife LeAnn, and
daughters Samantha and Julia live on the
family farm.
The American Veterinary Medical
Association states: “While gestation
stall systems minimize aggression and
injury, reduce competition and allow
individual feeding and nutritional
management, they restrict normal behavioral expression. Group housing
systems are less restrictive, but could
lead to increased lameness and undesirable social behaviors, such as aggression and competition for resources
(e.g. food, water, etc).”
The public has weighed in on these
pork production practices without
fully understanding them. There are
valid reasons why hog farmers choose
gestation stalls or group housing.
Ultimately, the comfort and wellbeing of sows is most important in
housing sows. Farmers also consider
the protection of sows from one
another as they can be aggressive.
Gestation stalls are a good choice especially for aggressive sows. Group
housing is another good choice for
pregnant sows’ mobility. ■

Food Favorites

Blueberry Sugar
Cookie Crisp
Inspired by cobblers she’s had in her life,
Vivian Howard’s sugar cookie crisp is a great
way to use fruit that might not be perfect.
Prep Time: 4 hours
Cook Time: 1 hour
Total Time: 5 hours
Difficulty Rating: Intermediate

Ingredients

Preparation:

Filling
2 lbs. super-ripe blueberries
Zest of one lemon
2 T. lemon juice
1 cup sugar
1
/2 tsp. salt

1. In a large bowl, mash filling ingredients together. Cover
and let sit for several hours or overnight.

Crust
3
/4 cup (11/2 sticks) butter
1 cup all-purpose flour
1 cup cornmeal
1 cup sugar
1 T. brown sugar
1
/2 tsp. baking powder
1 egg
1
/8 tsp. salt
2 tsp. vanilla

3. To prepare the crust, cream together butter and sugars
until light and fluffy. Beat in egg and vanilla. In a separate
bowl, whisk together flour, cornmeal, baking powder and
salt. Slowly stir dry ingredients into butter mixture until
evenly combined. Roll into a ball, cover with plastic wrap
and let it rest. You can make this several days in advance
or even make a large batch and freeze it. You just need to
bring it to room temperature before rolling it out.

2. Lots of juice will have leached out of your fruit. Strain
the juice, and pour in into a saucepan over medium heat.
Reduce it by half, until it is thick enough to coat a spoon.
Cool to room temperature, and gently stir it back into the
berries. It should coat and cling to fruit.

4. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Lightly butter a 9 x 13
inch baking dish, and spoon in the fruit. The filling should
be about 11/2 inches deep in the pan, so add more berries
if necessary.
5. Roll out the crust to 1/2 inch thick in a rectangular shape
to cover most of the filling, leaving about 1/2 inch with no
crust as a border on all sides.

farmflavor.com

6. Place the baking dish on top of a large cookie sheet, in
case it bubbles over. Bake for about an hour, or until top is
nice and brown, not pale, but dark golden and slightly crispy
looking. Serve hot with ice cream.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Lower farm
income
expected

Net income for grain
farms is expected to drop
this year to $7,450.
University of Illinois economist
Gary Schnitkey based the farm income
projection on revised 2015 Illinois
crop budgets, indicating operator and
land returns would be $244 per acre
for highly productive central Illinois
farmland.
Schnitkey made the projection
based on a 1,500-acre grain farm with
47 percent cash rented farmland, 39
percent share rented farmland and
14 percent owned farmland. Per-acre
cash rent was set at $285, equal to the
average cash rent for central Illinois,
high-productivity farmland.
Income included no other agricultural enterprises. In this case, Schnitkey
said the farm likely has $15 of related
activity income, contributing $15,000
to a farm’s net income.
Old-crop marketing was projected as
very small or negative. At this point,
marketing gains are projected at $0.
If this farm has average land costs,
projected income from farming operations would be -$7,530 (-$5 per acre x
1,500 acres).
So, given -$7,530 of net income
from operations and $15,000 of
income from other related activities, a
1,500-acre grain farm is projected to
have net income of $7,450.
Lower income projections occurred
because 2014 operator and land return
for central Illinois high-productivity
farmland was $294 per acre compared
to $244 projected for 2015.
Schnitkey concluded grain farm
incomes will be much lower in 2015
compared to 2014 (ave. $103,500).
Farms with a higher percentage of
acres in cash rent likely will have
lower incomes. ■

Source: Illinois Farm Bureau
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Mike Martz elected
IBA president
Mike Martz, a local cattle feeder, was
recently elected president of the Illinois
Beef Association.
“I am honored to serve our Association
and Illinois beef producers,” Martz said.
“It’s an exciting time to be part of the cattle
industry and I’m looking forward to continuing to serve our members and build
demand for beef.”
Mike and his wife, Lynn, along with
their family operate Larson Farms, a cattle
finishing and grain farm near Maple Park.
His participation in the Illinois Farm
Families program has earned him a reputation as the go-to-advocate for the beef
industry in Illinois. Mike has traveled to
Washington, D.C. meeting one-on-one with
Illinois’ delegation to stress the importance
of the growing beef industry in our state.
He’s done the same in Springfield forging
personal connections with state legislators.
Martz is at ease sharing the message
of beef production and animal welfare to
consumers and other groups of influencers
by hosting farm tours throughout the year at
Larson Farms. He also volunteers his time
speaking to various organizations and businesses about beef production practices.

Mike Martz, IBA President

Martz previously served
as vice president of IBA and
also is a former director of
the DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s Association.
Other local cattlemen
serving the beef industry on
the IBA Board of Governors
are: Sandra Robertson,
Sycamore, District 3
Director, Policy Division;
and Kent Wesson, Leland,
District 3 Director, Checkoff
Division. ■

Farm Talk meeting Aug. 26

Farmers, you’re invited to attend a Farm Talk meeting later this month
to share ideas and voice your opinions about Farm Bureau issues and
actions.
Farm Talk, sponsored by the Illinois Farm
Bureau, is being held on Wednesday, Aug. 26 at
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau beginning at 5
p.m.
Illinois Farm Bureau President Richard Guebert,
Jr. will update farmers on the latest issues and
answer questions. This Farm Talk meeting is one
of three being held throughout the state.
Dinner will be provided. For reservations, please
contact the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office,
815-756-6361, by Aug. 24. ■
Richard Guebert, IFB President

Leon Brummel
Ed Cowan

No. Years on FB Board: 24
Hometown & Occupation: Genoa, Farmer
Age: 74
Role of Farm Bureau: To keep members informed about Farm Bureau and current
issues.
Farm: I farm in a partnership with my son, David, raising corn and soybeans and we
also have a small cow-calf herd.
Family: Spouse, Virginia, is an x-ray technician at Advocate Sherman Hospital in
Algonquin. We have five adult children – Andrew (Ashley), Niles, Sr. Finance Director
at Siemens; Jennifer, Belvidere, Correctional Officer in McHenry; Mark (Janel),
Johnson City, TN, Program Director of Family Medical Program & Physician, Holston
Valley Medical Center; David (Andrea), Genoa, Farmer & Heavy Equipment Operator
at Northern IL Pipeline; and Michael, Chicago, Fraud Investigator with law firm; and six
grandchildren.
Education: Naperville High School

Leon Brummel

Kingston Township
Northern District Director

Community: St. Catherine of Genoa Catholic Church
Hobbies/Interests: Grandchildren & their activities and wine making

No. Years on FB Board: 10
Hometown & Occupation: Hinckley, Farmer
Age: 47
Role of Farm Bureau: To represent individual farms and our interests/concerns on a
local, state and national level, as well as being a voice for agriculture in Washington, D.C.
Farm: I raise corn and soybeans and also experiment with cover crops.
Family: Spouse, Juli, farm partner/mother; daughters – Alyssa, 20, senior at SIU
Edwardsville in music education; Karrigan, 18, a freshman at EIU in physical therapy;
and Lindsay, 16, a senior at Hinckley-Big Rock High School; fostering newborn and
16-month-old boys.
Education: B.S. in agricultural economics/farm management, University of Illinois;
A.A.S at Kishwaukee College; Hinckley-Big Rock High School
Community: St. John’s Catholic Church, Somonauk
Hobbies/Interests: Attend daughter’s activities – sports & music

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Directors

Ed Cowan

Squaw GroveTownship
Southern District Director

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Scholarship Honors

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau and the Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture awarded 17 scholarships
to deserving college students. Farm Bureau congratulates the scholarship recipients receiving the Ag Discipline,
Arden & Dorothy Baie, Medical, and Robert Morley Science scholarships as they are featured in these profiles.

Arden & Dorothy Baie Scholarship
Alyssa Cowan

Ariel Russell

College Year/Major: Senior,
Music Education
College: Southern Illinois University
Anticipated Degree: B.M.E., April 2016
Future: Music Teacher

College Year/Major: Junior,
Athletic Training
College: Northern Illinois University
Anticipated Degree: B.S., May 2018
Future: Athletic Trainer

“After acquiring some teaching experience, I plan to continue to graduate
school where I will get my Master’s in
music therapy. I would like to use my
experience and research to publish my
findings on the impact of music (and the
arts) in public schools.”

“My goal is to be centered on the patient/
client. I want to provide my knowledge
and expertise to assist them in preventing, recognizing, treating and rehabilitating injuries.”

Big Rock

Waterman

Ag Discipline Scholarship
Emily Bemis
DeKalb

College Year/Major: Senior,
Supply Chain Management & Global
Agribusiness
College: Arizona State University
Anticipated Degree: B.S. & B.A.,
Dec. 2016
Future: Management Position
“My career goal is to combine my Supply
Chain Management degree with my Agribusiness degree and find a position at a
company related to agriculture.”

Kelsey Faivre
DeKalb

College Year/Major: Junior,
Ag Communications
College: Iowa State University
Anticipated Degree: B.S., Dec. 2016
Future: Graduate School
“I want to change the way the non-agricultural public looks at and thinks about
agriculture and their food.” ►
The new Arden & Dorothy Baie Scholarship was presented
for the first time to two local students. Representing the Baie
family are sisters: (from left) Joan Stanley, Ann Marie Stanley
and Donna Pettengill with scholarship recipient Ariel Russell.
The Baie sisters established the scholarship in memory of their
parents. (Not pictured: Alyssa Cowan, also a recipient of the
Baie Scholarship).
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Ag Discipline Scholarship, continued

Medical Scholarship

Deanne Winterton

Jordan Mottet

College Year/Major: Senior, Agribusiness and Agronomy Management
College: Illinois State University
Anticipated Degree:
B.S., May 2016
Future: Sales Representative for Agriculture Company

College Year/Major: 2nd year of
three-year Masters program,
Physician Assistant Studies
College: Marquette University, Wisconsin
Anticipated Degree: M.S., May 2017
Future: Physician Assistant

Paw Paw

“I hope to work for an agriculture
company as a sales representative. I
plan to apply my knowledge in order
to help customers reach their full
potential.”

Medical Scholarship
Jordan Flewellyn
Lee

College Year/Major: 1st year
of Veterinary Medicine,
Veterinarian
College: University of Missouri
Anticipated Degree: Doctorate of
Veterinary Medicine
Future: Large Animal
Veterinarian
“I want to be a large animal veterinarian, not only to work with the animals I
love, but also with the farmers, owners
and caretakers of these animals.”

Sycamore

“My career objectives are to work collaboratively with my supervising doctor and other
members of the healthcare team to provide
the highest quality of patient care.”

Robert Morley Science Scholarship
Ian Anderson
Shabbona

College Year/Major: Junior,
Mechanical Engineering
College: Iowa State University
Anticipated Degree: B.S., Dec. 2016
Future: Agriculture Engineer
“I want to work toward improving the
longevity of the machines used in the
agriculture world.”

Dallas Boehne
Shabbona

Katherine Jones
Kirkland

College Year/Major: 2nd year
of three-year Masters program,
Occupational Therapy
College: St. Ambrose
University, Iowa
Anticipated Degree:
M.S., May 2017
Future: Occupational Therapist
“My goal as an occupational therapist
is to return to rural areas that I have
called home my whole life, and be
able to give back what other therapists
offered me and my family.”

Congratulations!

College Year/Major: Junior,
Biological Systems Engineering
College: Iowa State University
Anticipated Degree: B.S., May 2017
Future: Major Food Company
“I want to go into qualify assurance/food
safety and make sure companies are
following food safety regulations.”

Desarae Diedrich
DeKalb

College Year/Major: Senior,
Mechanical Engineering
College: Purdue University
Anticipated Degree: B.S., May 2016
Future: Researcher
“I am specifically interested in the
biomechanics/medical field because it
is important to me that the work I do is
meaningful and beneficial to other
people around the world.” ►
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Robert Morley Science Scholarship, continued
Brittany Herrmann

Mitchell McGuire

College Year/Major: Senior,
Physical Therapy
College: Northern Illinois University
Anticipated Degree: B.S., Dec. 2015
Future: Doctorate of Physical Therapy

College Year/Major: Senior, Biochemistry
College: Ave Maria University, Florida
Anticipated Degree: B.S., May 2016
Future: University of Tennessee
College of Medicine

“I would love to help patients regain
their strength and mobility after an
injury or surgery.”

“After attending medical school, I hope to
attend a residency program and work under
a larger corporate hospital, and ultimately,
after a few years of experience, I would like to
work for a private and specialized institution.”

Jaylene Jennings

Emily Plapp

College Year/Major: Junior,
Cellular and Molecular Biology
College: Illinois State University
Anticipated Degree: B.S., May 2017
Future: Career in Medical Field

College Year/Major: Senior, Food Science
College: Kansas State University
Anticipated Degree: B.S., May 2016
Future: Research & Development at Crest
Foods & Family Farm

“I hope to be working in a medical
career somewhere in the Midwest
where I can help improve the lives of
people in rural communities.”

“I plan to continue to work with dairy product
research at Crest Foods. I also hope to
continue farming with my dad and younger
sister.”

Michael Long
Big Rock

Aaron Russell

College Year/Major: Senior, Soil
& Crop Science and Ag Business
College: University of WisconsinPlatteville
Anticipated Degree: B.S., May 2016
Future: Agronomist or Grain
Merchandising & Family Farm

College Year/Major: Senior,
Chemical Engineering
College: University of Illinois
Anticipated Degree: B.S., May 2016
Future: Engineer in the Food Industry

Hinckley

DeKalb

“My ultimate goal is to move back
to the family farm and build on what
my parents have made in their lives
and help the farm prosper with the
knowledge I gain in the industry and
from college.”
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Sycamore

Malta

DeKalb

“My ideal job is to work as a process engineer
for a food processing company, helping refine
the various operations involved in creating
their food products in order to optimize efficiency and yield without sacrificing quality
and safety.” ■

Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

Confessions of a nature lover
I have a confession to make.
I have been known to hug trees on occasion. As in literally wrap my arms
around them in appreciation for their beauty and existence. Oh, I’ll pretend
I’m trying to see how big around they are, but don’t be fooled. I hug trees
because I love them.
It’s not just trees that induce me to such shocking behavior. I’ve caressed
wildflowers and sung back at birds. I shed real tears when a thriving heron
rookery not far from my home disappeared.
You see, I love nature.
Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County
In fact, I used to be an outdoor educator, creating programs to teach about
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordiwildlife and natural resources and conducting school field trips in area forest
nator. Follow her Stray Kernels blog
preserves. As long as I’m making a full confession, I should admit that I enat www.straykernels.wordpress.com.
couraged elementary school children to hug trees, too.
Okay, this isn’t scandalous stuff. It shouldn’t be, anyway. But when I was
attending conferences as an environmental educator, it sometimes seemed
to explain the methods they use to
like agriculture was a dirty word. Agriculture was seen as a primary source of
contain runoff of manure. The list
pollution, erosion, and habitat loss. Whenever children learned about Illinois’
goes on and on.
renowned tall grass prairie, they simultaneously heard that it’s mostly gone
Does food production impact the
because of farms.
environment, sometimes negativeThe reverse can be true in agriculture, where “environmentalism” (a.k.a.
ly? Yes, indeed. So does building a
“tree hugging”) is often anathema to farming. In some cases, environmentalhouse, driving a car, or drinking a
ists are obstructionists, instigating costly and prohibitive regulations which
cup of coffee. Everything we do as
make it difficult or impossible to farm profitably.
humans affects our environment.
I’ll never forget a presentation I gave at an environmental education conferOur challenge is to manage the
ence shortly after I began my job here at Farm Bureau. It was titled, “Agricultrade-offs wisely.
ture and the Environment,” and my objective was to raise awareness of things
From where I sit, farmers seem
like soil and water conservation practices and integrated pest management. I
wanted my audience to understand the ways farmers and agriculture
help the environment.
It didn’t go well. Not many people came to my session, and one of
The longer I work in agriculture, the more
the few who did was a belligerent woman who disputed almost everyI discover how deeply farmers care about
thing I said. Apparently, in her mind, it was impossible that agriculture
the environment they live in and hope to
could ever be the good guy when it came to environmental issues.
pass along to their kids.
I imagine if I had told that lady that I had previously worked in environmental education, she would have thought I’d gone over to the
dark side by leaving that position to teach about agriculture instead.
to be doing a pretty good job of
But I’ve never seen it that way. The longer I work in agriculture, the more I
that. And they never stop trying to
discover how deeply farmers care about the environment they live in and hope
improve.
to pass along to their kids.
As a matter of fact, I think trees
I see countless ways farmers strive to minimize their environmental impact
AND farmers are worthy of a good
while maximizing the food that they produce. I know crop farmers who take
hug. ■
acres and acres of land out of production to plant wildflowers and grasses and
prevent erosion. I talk to farmers who are thankful they can minimize insecticide sprays by planting Bt corn. I’ve visited livestock farmers who are happy
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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For the Bottermans...

Bentley, Bella, Brownie, and
Blue placed at the top of their
classes at the county 4-H fair,
that is, with some help from
the Botterman girls.
Brooklyn Botterman showed her
crossbred steer, Bentley, and placed
first in her beef class at the DeKalb
County 4-H Fair. She won Reserve
Champion with her Cornish hens.
Bailey Botterman showed Bella,
the gilt; Brownie, the Duroc barrow;
and Blue, the crossbred barrow;
claiming first and second places as
well as earning Reserve Champions
with her pigs.
“We had a good day at the fair,”
said Bailey, 10, who showed pigs for
the second year. Brooklyn, 12, is in
her fourth year of showing beef. Both
girls impart that their regular routine
of caring for their animals “paid off”
in the show ring a few weeks ago.
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“We get up every morning and walk our animals so they are used to
walking around and ready for the show environment,” said Bailey.
Brooklyn’s cattle routine is a bit more complex having to walk and
regularly groom her steer. This young cattle girl washes, blow dries, and
brushes Bentley’s ebony-colored hair daily. She also utilizes fans to blow
cool air on Bentley in order to keep him comfortable in their barn and to
grow hair, a technique that is common today with beef show animals.

Family Members Pitch In
The girls get help with their animals from other family members: their
parents Scott and Christy, and their twin siblings Beau and Bria.
Their father, Scott, is a foreman for a construction company but has a
livestock farm background so having farm animals in their country setting
seemed natural when the girls became interested in 4-H.
The girls chose hogs, cattle and some chickens as 4-H projects. Someday
the girls hope to add a few horses to their barnyard of animals since they like
to ride horses at a friend’s stable.
One tradition for the Genoa family is naming their animals so they all
begin with the letter, “B”, to be in sync with the Botterman name. They
have Buttercup the cow, Butterball the calf, and share the names of previous
animals such as Berkley, Buttons, Bandit and Boots.
“It’s something fun we do as a family to name our animals,” said their
mother, Christy, a substitute teacher and social worker. “Raising farm
animals is a lifestyle for us. We all work with the animals and we have fun
doing it together.” ►
Above:
Beau, Bria, Christy, Scott, Brooklyn and Bailey Botterman with Bentley, their crossbred steer.

“Raising farm animals is a lifestyle for us.
We all work with the animals and we have
fun doing it together.”
Christy Botterman

Show Day Experiences
On show day, both Botterman girls were anxious
to enter the show ring. “I try to keep cool,” says
Brooklyn. “But I do get a bit nervous not knowing how
my steer will place.”
She describes the previous year’s 4-H show experiBailey Botterman showed Brownie at the 4-H Fair and won
ence with her returning bucket calf. “He was just a big
Reserve Chanpion in the heavyweight gilt class.
puppy dog, but he got away from me in the show ring.
I was overwhelmed at first. It scared me. I was so much smaller than
Farm Animals 4-H Favorites
my steer. This year I’m taller and can handle my steer better,” said
The Bottermans enjoy living in the
Brooklyn.
country and raising farm animals.
Scott concurs with Brooklyn. “With the larger animals we hope that
Animals are “favorite” 4-H projects for
they cooperate for the girls,” he said. “We want to see them do well.
the girls but they also engage in scrapWe know they are capable of doing well.”
booking, photography, veterinary science,
“One more year makes a big difference,” says Christy. “Brooklyn has
the horse bowl, and hippology as other inbetter control and has learned so much more about showing steers.”
teresting projects and programs as Genoa
While Bailey enjoys show time she also appreciates the closeness of
Prairie Gems and H-Bar-P 4-H Club
fellow 4-H members and the many friendships she has formed at the
members.
small county 4-H fair. “I’ve met a lot of new people and its fun just
Their twin siblings are still too young
hanging out with friends,” she said.
for 4-H but as six-year-olds Beau and
After the 4-H fair, the girls sold their steer and pigs. “Saying
Bria are part of the Cloverbuds program
goodbye to the animals is hard,” explains Bailey. “We were like best
and enjoy theme projects and crafts.
friends so that makes it really hard.”
When they reach the 4-H eligibility age of
Scott and Christy know that their girls comprehend that it’s all part
8, they plan to raise pigs and goats.
of raising livestock. While they become quite attached to their animals
“4-H is family-centered. It’s something
they also know that eventually the animals will go to market. “Then
we can do together as a family and have
we start all over again,” said Christy. “We find a new calf and watch it
fun,” says Christy.
grow. We get the pigs in the spring.”
“If you put in the time and energy and
show up you see the rewards of the 4-H
program – completed projects, ribbons
recognizing their accomplishments, connecting to people, community service,
and opening doors to a world of opportunities,” Christy stated.
The Botterman girls are now back in
school – Brooklyn a seventh grader at
Genoa Middle School, and Bailey in fifth
grade at Genoa Elementary. They both
will be playing volleyball soon but after
school you will find them in the barn
caring for their new farm animals. ■
Brooklyn Botterman won her class with Bentley,
her crossbred steer.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Why Pesticides?

The term “pesticides” has an undoubtedly negative nuance. For many
people, upon hearing the term, it conjures up thoughts of declining
bees and butterflies, injured aquatic life, or human harm. This begs the
question: If pesticides are so undesirable, why are they used at all?

What are pesticides?
The word “pesticide” refers to all substances used to control pests. Pests are
plants, insects, animals, or pathogens that are detrimental to the health and/or
productivity of crops or livestock, as well as lawns, gardens, pets, or people.
“Pesticide” is an umbrella term encompassing synthetic chemicals or natural
biological agents used to control weeds, insects, diseases, and other pests.
Herbicides are pesticides used to kill weeds. Insecticides are pesticides used
to control insects. Fungicides are pesticides used to reduce diseases. The word
“pesticide” is used by some to refer only to insecticides. While not inaccurate, this can lead to confusion when a person understands the term to include
products used to control weeds or diseases also.
Pesticides used in crop production are also referred to as “crop protectants.”

Why do farmers use pesticides?
Pesticides are used on farms primarily to protect crop yield and quality.
Weeds compete with crops for nutrients and water. Crop-feeding insects can
limit yield by interfering with nutrient uptake (as in the case of soybean cyst
nematode), pollination (as occurs with silk clipping in corn), and introducing other pathogens (such as Fusarium introduced by corn borer larvae). Fungi
cause diseases like common rust in corn and downy mildew in soybeans.
Organic farmers must control pests, too. Tillage or other mechanical means
may be used instead of chemicals to combat weeds. However, insect and fungal
pests must be targeted with naturally-derived pesticides. In general, synthetic
pesticides may not be used in organic production, but some substances derived
from natural sources—such as copper and sulfur—can.
Preventing pest-induced crop loss helps to ensure farm income, maintain an
adequate and safe food supply, keep food prices affordable, and maximize land
productivity.

Are they safe?
Before they ever reach the market,
pesticides are extensively tested to
make sure they are safe for humans,
wildlife, and the environment when
used properly. Crop scientists are
constantly working to develop new
products that are safer, more effective,
and used in lesser amounts.
Most conventional crop protectants are utilized at rates of ounces or
fractions of an ounce per acre. While
critics of pesticides use terms like
“drenched” or “doused” to describe
their use, most of the visible liquid
applied to a crop is actually water
used to dilute and deliver the active
chemical.
Farmers are extremely careful when
they use pesticides. They scout their
fields to identify pest problems. This
ensures that they use only the type of
pesticide they need in the minimum
amount needed to control their specific
problem pests. They use Global Positioning Systems, (GPS) to spray only
locations in the field where pesticides
are needed. Farmers are also required
to undergo training and must be
licensed to use most pesticides.
What’s the bottom line on pesticide
safety? Pesticide residues are measured
in parts per million (ppm) and even
parts per billion (ppb). In cases where
detectable amounts of pesticides do
show up in food, they are usually far
too low to cause harm. In fact, the vast
majority of pesticides consumed in
food are naturally produced by plants
themselves—also in amounts far too
low to be of concern.
Always keep in mind this rule: it’s
the dose that makes the poison. ■

Photo by Jamie Walter

Sources/for more information: Proc. Nat. Acad. Sci.
USA, Dietary pesticides (99.99% all natural)*, http://
bit.ly/1JHXAOy; eXtension, Types of Pesticides,
http://bit.ly/1P0FUxH; Huffington Post – The Blog,
What Are Pesticides, and Why Do We Use Them on
the Farm? http://huff.to/1g1atao; National Sustainable Agriculture Information Service, Organic Crop
Production Overview, http://bit.ly/1JHXyWW; New
York Times, Synthetic vs. Natural Pesticides, http://
nyti.ms/1IeWurt; SafeFruitsandVeggies.com, Ask the
Experts, http://bit.ly/1KMjVvS; USDA Agricutural Marketing Service, National Organic Program –
Organic Standards, http://1.usa.gov/UaAjyu.
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Programs & Trips

“Music of Memories”
Back by popular demand, Rich
Criss will perform old-time favorite
musical selections in “Music of
Memories” for Farm Bureau Prime
Timers on Monday, Sept. 14.
Rich Criss is a dynamic vocalist
and pianist who naturally pleases
audiences with his music. He has
performed several times for Farm
Bureau members in past years.
Criss serves the Emmanuel
Reformed Church in Morrison as

a member of the pastoral staff.
Since being there, the church’s
sanctuary choir has grown from 18
to 60 members plus has its 90-voice
outreach choir. He also teaches piano
and voice lessons to a studio of 14
students each week.
Farm Bureau Prime Timers, 55+
years, are welcome to register for this
program and the monthly luncheon at
the Farm Bureau office by Sept. 8. ■

Rich Criss

“Route 66 – Stories from the Road”
Come discover the magic of
the Mother Road, the history and
folklore of the historic highway,
Route 66.
The “Route 66 – Stories from the
Road” program will be presented
by award-winning author John
Weiss on Monday, Oct. 5 for Farm
Bureau Prime Timers. He will
offer an interesting and humorous
glimpse into the not so distant
past.

Weiss, of Willmington, is the
author of the only Route 66 guide,
“Traveling the…New Historic Route
66 of Illinois.” He is the recipient
of the John Steinbeck Award for his
ongoing efforts of supporting and preserving Route 66 and was inducted
into the Route 66 Hall of Fame.
Prime Timers may register for this
program and the monthly luncheon
beginning Sept. 14. Deadline to
register is Sept. 29. ■

Prime Timer Luncheon Programs
Farm Bureau members 55+ years are welcome to register for these
monthly luncheons and programs at Farm Bureau. Lunch is served at
12-noon in the Farm Bureau Auditorium. The program gets underway at
1 p.m. in the Farm Bureau Theater.
Registration is required at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office by the
Tuesday before the monthly luncheon. Lunch fee is $6.
John Weiss

FOAULRLS
T

For more information about Prime Timers programs, contact the Farm
Bureau office, 815-756-6361. ■

“Boeing, Boeing” – Weds., Sept. 16, Circa 21 Theater, Rock Island.

Experience this comedy show, plus fine cuisine in the beautiful historic
1920s Circa 21 dinner theater. Farm Bureau has reserved seats in the
front two rows! Cost: $70 for members, $80 for guests.

Galena Fall Festival – Sat., Sept. 19, Galena. Enjoy the beauty of the
fall season in northwestern Illinois. This day trip includes: a trolley tour of Galena,
lunch at the DeSoto House, shopping on your own downtown, and the Galena
Cellars Fall Harvest & Art Festival. Cost: $65 for members, $75 for guests.
Register soon for these tours at the Farm Bureau office. ■
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Dean Miller & Gavin Wilson
COUNTRY Financial Representatives

Protect Your Family’s
Future With Life Insurance
Do you know if your family
would have the financial resources
to maintain their standard of living
if something happened to you?
According to the Life Insurance
Marketing and Research Association, approximately 56 percent of
Americans lack individual life
insurance coverage and 30 percent
have no life insurance protection
whatsoever.1
The very thought of premature
death may make you worry about
the changes your family would
need to make if your income were
no longer available. A good way to
protect your family’s future is with
life insurance.

Why do I need
life insurance?
Life insurance provides protection from financial loss if you or a
family member dies prematurely.
Each situation is different, but life
insurance is commonly used for
final expenses, taking care of dependents and continuing business
activities.
Final expenses may include an
illness, burial expenses, legal fees
or outstanding debts.
Life insurance is especially helpful if your family exists

www.countryfinancial.com

on a single income.
Life insurance helps
Dean Miller, Gavin Wilson and AlisonTaylor
families maintain their
typically offers the greatest amount
current lifestyles. Mortgages, college
of coverage for the lowest initial
education and your spouse’s retirepremium and may be a good choice
ment are all costs that may be paid
for families on a tight budget.
for by life insurance. Also, if you
Permanent life insurance offers
own a business, life insurance can
lifelong
protection and allows you
help ensure your family or business
to
accumulate
cash value and equity.
partners will not be left with outThis type of coverage is used to fill
standing debts.
long-term needs, such as income
How much coverage
replacement. Unlike term life
insurance, you might have the option
do I need?
to stop making payments in later
Although coverage amounts vary
years.
from person to person, most financial
planners agree you should have at
Start thinking
least five to seven times your annual
about life insurance
salary in life insurance. It’s best to
Life insurance is too valuable to
invest in life insurance early because
ignore.
If you do not currently have
the older you get, the more expensive
life
insurance,
don’t wait to protect
life insurance gets.
your family’s future. If you currently
Some employers provide group
have life insurance, re-evaluate your
life insurance, but no one should
needs. Examining your life insurance
rely solely on this type of coverage.
needs every few years is a good idea
Employee group life insurance
because changes and events in your
protects you while you are an
life may alter the amount of coverage
employee, but may disappear if you
you need.
lose or leave your job.
To help you decide what life
What are the types
insurance policy is right for you,
contact Dean Miller or Gavin
of life insurance?
Wilson, COUNTRY Financial repThere are two main types of life
resentatives, at 815-748-7064 for an
insurance protection: term and
insurance and financial review. ■
permanent life insurance. Term
1
Life Insurance Marketing and Research Associalife insurance provides protection
tion – Ownership of Individual Life Insurance Falls
for a specific period of time and is
to 50-Year Low 2010.
used to fill a temporary need, such
Policies issued by COUNTRY Life Insurance
as covering a mortgage or sending
Company® and COUNTRY Investors Life
a child to college. Term insurance
Assurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

815-748-7064
0715-163
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4-H Fair

4-H members show animals, exhibit
projects at the DeKalb County 4-H Fair.
Young people were in the spotlight as they exhibited their projects
at the General Projects Show and the Livestock Show at this year’s
DeKalb County 4-H Fair. Over 230 youth showed a variety of projects
– from visual arts to photography and livestock – at the fair.

Showing Grand Champion & Reserve Grand Champion Market
Goats are sisters Mary Kate and Audrey Harrod of Hinckley
Harvesters.

Grand Champions of the hog show are: Bailey Hunt, Green Meadows
4-H, Grand Champion Gilt; and Jess Hawk, Shabbona Pioneers,
Grand Champion Barrow. Hawk’s hog also was named Grand
Champion overall.

Katie Arndt, Malta Mustangs, placed second with her
heavyweight barrow and also showed the Champion
Heavyweight Pair of Barrows.
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Olivia Harvell, Shabbona Pioneers, is congratulated by judge Parker
Henley as her crossbred steer was selected as the Grand Champion
Beef overall at the fair.

4-H Fair

Claire Plapp of Esmond Echoes earned Grand
Champion Overall Dairy with her Jersey cow.

Maddie Schneider of Malta Mustangs
earned a blue ribbon for her ceramics
tea pot.

Explaining her
candle stand to
judge Dick Braun,
Sydney Walter of
Green Meadows
4-H earned a
blue ribbon for
her woodworking
project.

Catie Bend, Shabbona Pioneers, was
named state fair delegate in crops showing
a stalk of corn from her family’s field.

Congratulations
to all the
DeKalb County
4-H members
who exhibited at
Beef Judge Parker Henley gets a smile out of Anna
Drendel during the beef show. Anna is a member of
the Genoa Prairie Gems 4-H.

The Grand Champion Poultry of Show was
shown by Hunter Swanson of Genoa Prairie
Gems.

the 2015 fair!
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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4-H Fair

Shining Moments

Riley Johnson of Shabbona Pioneers placed first in his class of crossbred
steers.

Shayna Schmit of Genoa Prairie Gems 4-H and
her horse take a break from pleasure classes at
the county fair.
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Pork showmanship winners included (from left)
Taylor Rhoads, beginning; Bailey Martenson,
senior; and Trevor Yaeger, intermediate
showman.

Abby Kuppler of Hinckley Harvesters showed the Reserve Grand Champion
Beef at the 4-H fair.

4-H Fair
The Sell Family showed a multitude of
projects at both the General Projects
Show and the Livestock Fair. (Left)
Caden, Cody, Kaylie and McKenna, Malta
Mustang 4-H members, are shown with
some of their general projects – animal
science, electricity, visual arts and small
engines. Kaylie (below) shows her bucket
calf.

This pair of heavyweight barrows was tops in its class as shown by
Josh Anderson of Shabbona Pioneers.

Grand Champions

Beef – Olivia Harvell, Shabbona Pioneers
Dairy – Claire Plapp, Esmond Echoes
Goats – Mary Kate Harrod, Hinckley Harvesters
Hogs – Jess Hawk, Shabbona Pioneers
Poultry – Hunter Swanson, Genoa Prairie Gems, Poultry of Show;
Chyanne Beach, Genoa Prairie Gems, Market Pen
Rabbits – Emily Trzynka, Genoa Prairie Gems, Rabbit of Show;
Megan McClausland, Meat Pen
Sheep – Nick Roach, Malta Mustangs

For the second consecutive year, Nick Roach of
Malta Mustangs showed the Grand Champion
Market Lamb. He also had the Reserve Grand
Champion Lamb.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Member Benefits

A Night at the Museum
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
members and their families are
invited to spend a Night at the
Museum. This family event will
take place at the Midwest Museum
of Natural History in Sycamore on
Friday, Sept. 18.

Rural well
water testing
Rural residents can have their
well water tested this month.
Water testing kits may be
obtained at the Farm Bureau office
now through Aug. 21. Samples
should be taken on Monday, Aug.
24 and be returned to the Farm
Bureau office the same day.
The water screening will include
extensive testing for commonly
used agricultural chemicals found
in private water supplies by Heidelberg Laboratories based in
Ohio. Other screenings includes
nitrates, nitrites, ammonia,
chloride sulfates, soluble reactive
phosphorus, silica and conductivity.
Cost of the testing is $85,
payable to Heidelberg Labs,
when acquiring a kit at the Farm
Bureau office. The water screening
program is being offered to Farm
Bureau rural members. ■
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Farm Bureau is hosting this free
evening for members from 6 to
9 p.m. Members and their families
are welcome to browse the many
animal exhibits and see the new
agriCULTURE exhibit.
The exhibit features farm fun
for the kids in an interactive
area. Children can dress up like a
farmer, harvest crops, get a whiff
of farm smells and enjoy matching
livestock, plus other fun activities.
Also showcased in the agriCULTURE exhibit is DeKalb County
agricultural history and information on farm and food production.
Some exhibit resources are being
provided by the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau and the DeKalb Area
Agricultural Heritage Association.
The ag exhibit will be at the
museum through Oct. 12. The
museum is open Tuesdays through
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Admission fee is $8 for adults;
children 12 & under and seniors
pay $5.

On opening night of the agriCULTURE
exhibit, Sammy Aburto of DeKalb dressed
up like a farmer and planted crops. Farm
Bureau families are invited to a free Night
at the Museum on Sept. 18.

The Midwest Museum of Natural
History is located on Route 64, in
downtown Sycamore.
Farm Bureau members who are
interested in attending A Night at the
Museum on Sept. 18 should register
by calling the Farm Bureau office,
815-756-6361, in advance. ■

Responsibly dispose of your household hazardous waste in
a waste collection drive being held Saturday, Sept. 26 at the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
Bring your household hazardous waste to the collection site at the Farm
Bureau parking lots from 9 a.m. until noon. The waste collection will be
limited to the first 200 cars.
Acceptable waste includes: oil-based paint, paint thinner, herbicides,
insecticides, pesticides, pool chemicals, cleaning products, mercury, used
motor oil, drain cleaners, lawn chemicals, solvents, antifreeze, hobby
chemicals, aerosol paints, and florescent lamp bulbs.
Items not being accepted are: latex paint, alkaline batteries, ammunitions, explosives, radioactive material, car batteries, sharps and needles,
biohazardous waste, tires, DEA controlled medications, cylinders, trash,
business waste, electronic waste, full drums of waste.
The Household Hazardous Waste Collection is being sponsored by the
DeKalb County Health Department and the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
For more information call 815-748-2408 or visit www.dekalbcounty.
org/health/environmental/waste.html. ■

Ag tradition continues at

Sandwich Fair

The Sandwich Fair, one of the oldest county fairs in Illinois, boasts a
strong agricultural tradition with its livestock exhibits, horse shows,
antique farm machinery, horticulture and grain displays, food competitions, tractor and truck pulls, and agri-entertainment.
From Sept. 9 to Sept. 13, fair-goers can experience the DeKalb
County fair at the fairgrounds located in Sandwich.
Some highlights of the 128th annual Sandwich Fair include:
Milk Maggie the Cow – Stop by the FFA Farm Animal Barn to enjoy the animals.

Meet Maggie the Dairy Cow, quite the popular cow at the fair. Milk Maggie and see
what it feels like to milk a cow. Granted, she’s a fiberglass Holstein dairy cow but
you will get the idea. Maggie is being sponsored by Farm Bureau, the Sandwich Fair
Association, NB&T, Kishwaukee Dairy Herd Improvement Association, in cooperation with the local FFA chapters.

Beef & Pork Cookoffs – These culinary competitions are open to interested

cooks who enjoy preparing either beef or pork entrees. The Beef Cookoff,
sponsored by the DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s Association, is scheduled for Thursday,
Sept. 10 and the Pork Cookoff, sponsored by the DeKalb Area Pork Producers, is set
for Friday, Sept. 11. Both contests are held at 2 p.m. in the tent located behind the
Home Arts Building. To enter these and other culinary contests go to the Sandwich
Fair website. Entries are due by Aug. 26.

Livestock Shows – Livestock shows happen every day at the fair. Open shows are
Wednesday through Friday. The junior shows are held on Saturday and Sunday. For
a livestock show schedule go to the Sandwich Fair website.
For a complete schedule of events and more information about the Sandwich Fair
visit their website at: www.sandwichfair.com. ■

ts
Otto Heisner assis

kids with milking

Maggie the Cow.

Nolan Govig shows his crossbred

Sandwich Fair
Sept. 9-13
Sandwich Fairgrounds
Daily Admission

Adults: $9, Children 6-12: $5,
Children 5 & under: Free

Season Passes

Adults: $22, Children: $8

Wednesday

Children FREE Day,
Kids 12 and under admitted for
free at gate; ride wristbands
$25 from 5 p.m. to closing.

Thursday

Senior Citizens Day,
Senior Citizens admitted
for $5 until 5 p.m.

Friday

Bargain Day & Armed Forces Day,
Admission $5 until 5 p.m.,
current military admitted free.

Sunday

Admission $5 after 3 p.m.

steer at the
juniorCounty
DeKalb
show. Farm Bureau
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Chris, Lane, Joyce & Steven Pickwell

“We enjoyed growing up on the farm and being involved in agriculture. While our occupations have taken us away from the farm,
our hearts remain in agriculture. We feel fortunate to have raised
our children in the country and hope we have instilled in them
strong farm values.
The DeKalb County Farm Bureau is a great farm advocate. The
organization is an educational resource for people of all ages bringing agricultural information into classrooms and exposing
students to basic farm information, and educating adults on agricultural policies and farming practices.”

Lane & Joyce Pickwell

Lane Pickwell is a fourth generation farmer
from Shabbona. He also is the Precision
Information Specialist at Helena Chemical
Co. in Maple Park. He grew up farming with
his parents and grandparents raising corn,
soybeans, and beef cattle. Lane has served
on the Farm Bureau Board of Directors.
Joyce has worked as an underwriter for
MetLife for 27 years. She grew up on her
family’s farm in DeKalb. Joyce and her
siblings were active in 4-H and FFA and
their family projects included vegetable
gardening, hogs, and beef cattle. Joyce
has been a volunteer with Farm Bureau’s
Ag in the Classroom program.
Lane and Joyce have two sons, Chris,
18, and Steven, 15. Chris is attending
Waubonsee Community College majoring
in math and playing on their baseball team
and Steven is attending the Illinois Math
and Science Academy. ■
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Ag Literacy

Read to the Rhythm of...
Every summer, public libraries
throughout Illinois participate
in iREAD, the Illinois Reading
Enrichment and Development program.
This themed program promotes fun
through reading in kindergarten
through eighth grade students. This
year’s theme is “Read to the Rhythm.”

DeKalb County Farm Bureau ag
literacy staff developed an ag-related presentation for DeKalb County
libraries participating in iREAD.
This presentation, titled “Read to
Ag literacy summer intern Anna Schelkopf reads to a group of children at Clinton
the Rhythm of Seasons on a Farm”
Township Public Library in Waterman.
utilized the book “FARM” by Elisha
coloring books representing each
Cooper to teach participants about the cycle of seasons on a Midwestseason of farming. The program
ern farm.
concluded with each child planting
The presentation was given at Malta Township, Hinckley and Clinton
their own corn and soybean seeds to
Township public libraries. Participants also constructed their own
care for as summer turns into fall. ■

Recommended resources about agriculture
To read many children’s books about farming, you’d think that every farm has a
few chickens, horses, cattle, goats, ducks, and pigs. The book “FARM” is a refreshing change. Author and illustrator Elisha Cooper has created a book that more accurately reflects what a modern farm is like.
“FARM” isn’t truly a fictional story, but it’s not a factual, non-fiction book, either.
It might best be described as a peaceful, yet engaging narrative that describes life
on a Midwestern grain and livestock farm.
Cooper’s watercolor and pencil artwork is simple yet poetic: some squiggly lines
and blobs of color become a rooster, or a tractor followed by a cloud of dust. The
text is also simple and poetic in its ability to convey feeling, like this description of
a storm: “Sheets of water sweep the farm, hammering roofs and rattling windows.
And then it is over. The corn all bends in one direction as if to say, The storm went
that way.”
While 48 pages might seem like a long book for a young child, “FARM” is
designed perfectly to be a calming bedtime read-aloud. Children will enjoy pointing
out and counting the buildings, people and creatures as you turn the pages and
travel through the growing season from spring tillage to fall harvest.
Farm readers will smile with recognition as they move through this book. The
farmstead with its white farmhouse, silver
grain bins and red barns, the expanses of
“FARM”
sky and corn, and the Angus and Hereford
by Elisha Cooper
beef cattle are all familiar sites in our area.
Reading level: Ages 4-8
In fact, Cooper befriended a local farm
Hardcover: 48 pages
family as he conducted his research, so you
Publisher: Orchard Books (2010)
might recognize specific characters and
ISBN-13: 978-0545070751
farm features as being similar to those of
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Case Family Farm in rural Hinckley. Within his
illustration of a rural downtown scene, you’ll
even see the Dairy Joy restaurant, with the
railroad tracks in the background.
Readers who have never spent time on a
farm will enjoy this picturesque and poetic
introduction. Either way, once you read the
book, you’ll feel like you’ve been there.
“FARM” was donated to school libraries in
DeKalb County in 2010. It is also available
from online retailers like Amazon or by
ordering through your favorite bookstore. ■

Keep your turf green into fall
Homeowners – In spite of what
looked like a very wet season, we
are seeing challenging conditions in
turf. The roots are all very close to
the surface because moisture was
readily available for so long. Now
we have dried out and the turf needs
water. An inch per week total in
two to three applications will help.
With all that water, it’s important to
keep fertilizing because the growth and
amount of rainfall have used up the soil
nutrients. An August application and
another in October would be great. Don’t
forget the grub control.
We are approaching the best time of
year for seeding, so any areas that need
a little help or need complete reseeding
should get taken care of between midAugust and mid-September. Soil temperatures are warm and air temperature will be
declining. When seeding, it’s important to
use a starter fertilizer to help establish the
new seedlings.
There are ongoing weed problems this
year due to the excessive moisture we had
through June. It caused pre-emergents
to break down and allow new germination, as well as allowing some of the
more stubborn weeds to flourish. Clover
has been a big issue this year. Late fall
is a great time to eliminate clover and
creeping Charlie. ■

Now is a good time for seeding or re-seeding lawns.

Propane – Summer fill is well underway. Contracts for the upcoming winter are very attractive and have been mailed to homeowners for the upcoming winter season. Contact Scott Beckman at
DeKalb with questions about your propane needs.
Petroleum – Fast Stop locations are now open for business. All
locations are open to the public and you can use your major credit
card or your Fast Stop card in DeKalb, Waterman and Rochelle.

Stop by our service center on
Webster Rd. for your turf needs.

www.conservfs.com
(815) 756-2739

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Center for
Agriculture News

Fish for Pond Stocking
It’s time to think about stocking your pond with fish this fall!
The DeKalb County Soil and Water Conservation District will be holding its
fall fish sale on Sept. 26 at the parking lot of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s
Center for Agriculture in Sycamore.
You will need to pre-order your fish through the DeKalb County SWCD by
Sept.18. Triploid Grass Carp will need to be ordered by Sept. 9 to allow enough
time for the proper permits to be obtained by IDNR.
The University of Illinois Extension has
published several good articles in the “Land
and Water” resource pamphlet regarding ponds
and the proper stocking combinations that
you should consider. The most common and
easiest-to-manage stocking combination for Illinois’ ponds is largemouth bass,
bluegill, and channel catfish.
Many pond owners also add redear sunfish to this combination to eat snails
and crustaceans in the food chain. Although crappies are popular game fish,
they commonly cause problems in small lakes and ponds through overpopulation and stunting. Therefore, do not stock crappies in your pond unless it is five
acres or larger.
Stocking rates in central and northern Illinois for bass and channel catfish
range from 60-100 fish per surface acre, while bluegill range from 500-1000
fish per acre. Sometimes pond owners need to supplement an existing population; larger sized fish must be used in order to ensure survival.
Channel catfish reproductive success is usually not adequate in ponds to
maintain the population. Supplemental channel catfish stocking must be done
to maintain the population. It is recommended to use 8-inch or larger channel
catfish to reduce predation rates by largemouth bass in established ponds.
Make sure to check with the DeKalb County SWCD on recommended rates
of fish for new or established ponds.
Information about the fish sale can be found on the SWCD website at www.
dekalbilswcd.org or you may pick up an order form in the SWCD office
located in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s Center for Agriculture. ■
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“Yes! You CAN:
Preserving Safely”
Wouldn’t it be nice to enjoy your
garden or farmers market produce all
year long? Whether just starting out
or updating your food preservation
knowledge, join University of Illinois
Extension for this timely seasonal
program on freezing and drying food.
The “Yes! You CAN: Preserving Safely” Freezing and Drying
program will be held on Monday,
Aug. 24 from 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. in
the auditorium of the Farm Bureau
building. The cost for the class is $5
per person.
During the program you will have
the opportunity to learn the basics
of food preservation, receive the
latest home food safety guidelines,
and learn how to enjoy your gardens
bounty all year by freezing and
drying foods.
Register for this class by calling
the DeKalb County Extension Office
at 815-758-8194 or online at http://
web.extension.illinois.edu/bdo/.
Class size is limited and the
deadline for registration is Friday,
Aug. 21. ■

CRP Contracts Expire Sept. 30
CRP contracts scheduled to expire
on Sept. 30 may be eligible for one
or more of the following options:
1-Year Extension - Producers with
expiring general CRP contracts that
are 14 years or less in length, may
submit a request to extend the expiration for an additional year under
the same terms and conditions as
the expiring contract(s), including
the rental rate per acre. General
sign-up contracts which are already
15 years in length are not eligible for
an extension, but may be eligible for
a combination of the other options
described below. The sign-up for the
1-year extension is now through
Aug. 28.
Continuous Re-enrollment in a
new 10 to 15 year CRP contractProducers with an expiring CRP
contract may re-enroll all or a portion
of the expiring acreage. The acreage
may be eligible to be enrolled in a
new 10- to 15-year continuous CRP
contract. If interested in re-enrolling
expiring acreage, please submit an
offer at your local FSA office no later
than Sept. 4.
Transition Incentive Program
(TIP) - For those producers with
an expiring contract who are not
planning to farm the land themselves,

TIP may provide two additional annual rental payments on the condition a
producer sells or rents their land to a beginning farmer or rancher or a member
of an underserved group. New landowners or renters are required to use sustainable grazing or farming methods as they return the land to production. TIP
offers a way to create new farming opportunities while continuing conservation efforts. If interested in TIP, contact your local FSA
office no later than Sept. 4.
Contract Expiration - If a producer does nothing,
their CRP contract will expire. Producers will receive
their final payment in October of this year. They may
plant, graze, or hay the acreage after Sept. 30. Since CRP land typically does
not have a recent history of pesticide or herbicide application, the land may be
valuable for organic production without a transition period. Prior to contract
expiration, producers should visit with the local FSA office and review the
current crop acreage base re-instatement provisions. Before planting, check
with FSA or Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to see if the
land is subject to conservation and wetland compliance provisions.
Producers should contact their local FSA Office to reinstate crop acreage
bases if they were reduced when the contract was originally approved.
Expired contract acres that were devoted to trees will no longer be considered
cropland and may be ineligible for subsequent CRP contracts and other farm
programs.
Conservation Easements or Working Lands Programs - CRP land
may transition into conservation easements to provide longer term benefits.
NRCS’s Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) or state or
private easement programs may be an option. If a producer is planning to
convert CRP land to agriculture use, the forthcoming CRP grasslands initiative, NRCS’s working lands Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), or
the Environmental Quality Incentives Program may be available to address a
producer’s resource needs. In many cases, a combination of approaches can be
taken on the same parcel.
Producers should contact their local USDA Service Center, or visit http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/crp to explore possible options. ■

Exploring Alaska

A group of 54 DeKalb County Farm Bureau members traveled to
Alaska in July to see the Great Land’s glaciers and national parks in a
land and cruise experience. Pictured are members panning for gold:
(from left) Mike and Lynne Farmer and Kathy and Mike Condon.

Taiya Inlet in Skagway
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Great America Tickets
Great America discount tickets can be purchased at the Farm Bureau
office. Tickets are $42.50 (one day general admission) for ages 3 and up,
which is a savings of $27.55. Children 2 and under are free.
These tickets do not include Hurricane Harbor, but are
valid for Fright Fest.
Parking passes are available for $25.
Great America, located in Gurnee, is home to more
than 80 rides, slides, roller coasters, and attractions
spread across 100 acres of land, including Hurricane
Harbor waterpark.

Raging Waves Water Park Tickets
Discount tickets for Raging Waves are $25.71 for those over 48 inches and
$21.51 for those under 48 inches and senior citizens (includes tax and fees).
Farm Bureau members will save $7 by purchasing discounted tickets online.
Parking is free.
To purchase tickets go to https://tickets.
ragingwaves.com. Simply enter the special
DeKalb County Farm Bureau code dekcfb
into the DISCOUNT PROGRAM eSTORE
LOGIN. Then follow instructions, make
payment, and finally print out your tickets.
Raging Waves water park is located on Route 47 near Yorkville. It’s known
for its 17 slides, wave pool, and multiple kiddie areas.

Movie Tickets
Market Square 10 discount movie
tickets are now available through the
Farm Bureau office. Members may
save up to $2.25 per ticket on evening
shows.
Tickets are $7.50 each and are good
for any movie, even on opening day.
Additional surcharge fees may apply
to special movies such as 3-D.
Senior citizens (60+ years) will not
realize a savings with these discount
tickets (theater price is lower).
Market Square10, of Carmike
Cinemas, is located at 2160 Sycamore
Rd., DeKalb, near Wal-Mart.
Call the Farm Bureau office for
more details and to purchase tickets. ■

Defensive Driving coming in October

A Defensive Driving Course is being offered to persons 55 years and over on
Wednesday, Oct. 28 and Thursday, Oct. 29 at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
The two-day course is being sponsored by DeKalb County Farm Bureau, DeKalb
County COUNTRY® Financial agency and Representative Bob Pritchard.
The course runs from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day at the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau Building. Participants must attend both sessions in order to be certified
and also receive a discount on their automobile insurance.
The classes will be presented by safety expert and educator Doug Sommer, a
member of the National Safety Council and an accredited instructor.
The course is limited to 40 people. Persons can register for the Defensive
Driving Course by contacting the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office, 815-7566361. Spaces will be filled on a first-come, first-serve basis.
There is a $20 per person fee to participate. Fee covers materials, certification
and lunch both days.
Those 55 and over who complete the two-day class will receive a certificate
which can be taken to their insurance agent for a discount on their automobile
insurance. COUNTRY Financial offers a discount to those seniors who complete
this course. ■
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Doug Sommer will instruct a Defensive
Driving Course, Oct. 28-29.

There’s a
difference
between
field experts
and experts
in the field.
FS –

TM

At FS, we’re experts in the field. Our crop specialists
are driven to maximize every acre and bring the latest
agronomic technologies and innovations to your farm.
Whether recommending the appropriate hybrid or variety,
nutrient management for optimum growth, or advice on
disease and pest management, our crop specialists are
always focused on pointing your operations forward.
So, the only thing you’ll be asking FS is, what’s next?

DeKalb
Malta
Waterman
Waterman
Marengo
Marengo

Ross Williams
Nick Lapacek
Paul Pecharich
Justin Wassmann
Tyler Richolson
Pat Roach

815-353-6991
219-816-0073
815-509-5234
815-739-8224
815-222-8906
815-739-9162

www.conservfs.com
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