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On the cover: 
Matt & Lori Drake of  
Clare with their Angus  
steers, Spade & Charcoal

Mark Tuttle is a 4th generation farmer 
from Somonauk and president of the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Connecting to You
Belonging to Farm Bureau

Why do you belong to the DeKalb County Farm Bureau?
Many respond to this question with a list of tangible benefits that first come 

to mind. Connections magazine. COUNTRY Financial insurance. Conserv FS 
supplies and services. College scholarships. Discounts on truck purchases. Hotel or 
rental car discounts. Prime Timer programs and trips. Family events. 

Now think of the intangible benefits. For farmers, your answer should be that 
Farm Bureau is the voice for DeKalb County agriculture and represents you on so 
many fronts involving local, state and federal issues.  

In today’s environment it is this intangible voice that benefits my family the most. 
As agriculture continues to be challenged by those wishing to make decisions for 
me, I need that collective voice to provide balance to misleading information that 
targets my family farm.

As a member, whether you are actively farming, grew up on a farm, a 
professional involved in the agricultural industry, or just share an interest in Farm 
Bureau’s programs and services you can be a part of that voice for a stronger 
agriculture.

I hope that you find value in your Farm Bureau membership whatever the reason 
for being a member. And for that I thank you for your investment in Farm Bureau 
and the future of agriculture. ■
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  Gain insight into the value of farm field test plots
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  Learn what makes cows “happy cows”
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30  Back to School with Butterflies
  Use resources to educate about Monarch butterflies
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Through My Lens
I’ve been watching the 4-H fair through my 

camera lens for more than three decades now and 
it’s still as enjoyable as the first time. 

Because, you see, each year brings new kids to 
the show and with that some added excitement 
and energy. I watch these first-timers (and their 
parents) feeling a sense of nervousness for them. 
Yet I am pleasantly surprised with most and their 
level of confidence in the show ring. Especially 
since many of the farm animals are bigger than 
they are. Once these young kids have been in the 

show ring a few times, a few years, they become pros at this showing thing.  
Farm kids and farm animals are a good combination. There’s a special bond 

between farm kids and farm animals. The animals rely on them for feed and care 
and young people count on the animals to do their best on show day. It takes time to 
work with animals and get them ready for show. It takes patience and a whole lot of 
cooperation on the part of both. It takes commitment to do chores daily and groom 
show animals regularly in preparation for the fair. It takes kids loving their animals 
and treating them with respect.  

At the end of the show day, as I put my cap on my camera lens, I have one final 
thought. It’s the same thought that several judges conveyed at the fair. It takes a 
family to show at the county fair. Parents, brothers and sisters, grandparents − to be 
supportive of a 4-H member’s ambition. That’s what I like about our 4-H Fair. ■
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Calendar
August

Aug. 22-29 
Water Well Testing 

Pick up kit Aug. 22-26 
Sample & return kit Aug. 29 

$85

Aug. 27 
A Day at Arlington Park  

Arlington, IL 
10:45 - 6:30 p.m.

September
Sept. 5 

Labor Day Holiday 
Farm Bureau Office closed

 Sept. 7-11 
DeKalb County’s 

Sandwich Fair 
Sandwich Fairgounds

Sept. 12 
Henry Ford portrayal 

By Terry Lynch 
Prime Timers Program 

12-Noon 
$7, Register by Sept. 6

Sept. 18-24 
National Farm Safety Week

October
Oct. 3 

The Driftaways music 
Prime Timers Program  

12-Noon 
$7, Register by Sept. 27

Oct. 11 
Lake Geneva Fall Cruise 

Lake Geneva, WI 
$68

Oct. 12-13 
Defensive Driving Course 
For members 55+ years 

10 a.m. – 3 p.m. both days 
$20

Meetings are held at the Center for 
Agriculture unless otherwise noted.  
For most meeting reservations contact  
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office, 
815-756-6361.

Follow us!

 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

 Send magazine comments to:
 connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

On Prairie Drive
   Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Find the corn kernel 
and win!

Let’s see if you can find the corn kernel 
(resembling the one above) in this month’s 
issue of our magazine and be eligible to win 
a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-756-
6361, by Aug. 31 for your chance to win. 

When responding by email, please include 
the page number and exact description of 
the location of the kernel on that page. You 
will also need to include your name, address 
and phone number in the email.

Correct answers will be put into a drawing 
and one winner will be drawn to receive a 
$20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the corn kernel 
contest was Suzie Anderson of DeKalb. 
The kernel was hidden on page 27 in the 
photo of the two teachers, in the upper right 
corner. ■
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Field corn got a bad rap recently when corn sweat was blamed for the heat wave. 
Corn doesn’t actually sweat. It’s just another way to describe evapotranspiration, the 
natural process by which moisture in plant leaves evaporates into the air. 

During the growing season, an acre of corn gives off about 3,000-
4,000 gallons of water each day, according to the U.S. Geological Survey. 
For DeKalb County, that means corn provides about 669 to 892 million gallons of 
water into the atmosphere daily. 

While corn sweat isn’t causing the temperature to soar it does add to the humidity. 

Don’t Sweat Corn Sweat!
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Field Test Plot Comparisons
Assessing field research in corn & soybean test plots

For years, farmers have been 
conducting on-farm research in 
their corn and soybean fields. 
They also count on agribusiness 
companies to test agronomic 
variables.

Field plots are used to test 
differences in corn hybrids and 
soybean varieties, fertilizer rates, 
applications of nitrogen, fungicides 
and herbicides, seeding rates, and 
tillage practices, among others.

“Our research plots provide valuable 
information for growers, testing new 
products and making comparisons,” 
said Casey Watkins, Conserv FS seed 
sales agronomist. FS works with 
growers to conduct research trials and 
demonstration plots.

Watkins says managing nitrogen is one key area of field plot research 
today, which helps farmers understand how to utilize nitrogen more 
efficiently for yield advantages. “Our plots show that nitrogen management 
is important. The timing of the application and more than one application 
are proving to be yield boosters,” Watkins said.

Plots reveal multiple N applications needed
Rick Griesbach, agronomist for Helena, also believes there are obvious 

advantages to managing nitrogen uptake in field corn. In Helena’s Field of 
Knowledge plots, they applied various rates of nitrogen in pre-plant and 
post-emerge applications to determine the maximum benefit.

Griesbach urges growers to have a PLAN – Prevent nitrogen loss, 
Learn the nitrogen cycle, Address plant needs and Need more than one 
application of nitrogen. ►

Casey Watkins, Conserv FS seed sales agronomist, takes a closer look at field 
corn at a test plot in rural Waterman.

Rick Griesbach and Brad Quincer, Helena agronomists and salesmen, examine field 
corn in their test plots near Malta. Both agree that this year’s crop is one of the best.
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“Nitrogen is one of the seven essential nutrients needed to raise 
corn,” said Griesbach. “We get nitrogen from fertilizer applications 
and from organic matter in the soil. The goal is for the plant to 
continue to have nitrogen available throughout the growing season.”

To maintain nitrogen and minimize loss, stabilizer products are 
used in the fertilizer. “We use a balanced diet approach with plants 
in order to have nitrogen uptake available later in the season and 
achieve better yields,” said Griesbach. “The right combination will keep the 
available nitrogen going.”

Research shows Water Hemp big threat 
Another variable on the agronomic radar is Water Hemp, a prolific weed that 

threatens corn and soybean fields. Research shows that Water Hemp can reduce 
soybean yields by 44% if it prevails over a 10-week period, states Dan Scheetz, 
Helena product manager.

At a recent field day, Scheetz explained the severity of Water Hemp with local 
farmers. Scheetz says it’s a real problem in central Illinois and starting to show 
up in the northern part of the state. Next year will be the big year here, said 
Scheetz. “It’s important to plan for it. Timing is huge. You will need to use both 
pre- and post-plant residuals to be ahead of Water Hemp,” he said.

He suggests that farmers will have to “layer products” to maximize the 
residual and herbicide resistance. As herbicide (glyphosate) resistance grows, 
farmers are looking for ways to address this resistance in the coming year. 

In a recent study, 76 percent of growers indicated they have already changed 
or plan to change their weed management program to address glyphosate 
resistance.

For example, Roundup Ready 2 
Xtend®  soybeans with trait technology 
will provide more weed management 
options with the latest generation of 
soybean genetics.

“Farmers take crop and soil health 
more seriously today,” says Casey 
Watkins. “They are better stewards 
of the land – taking better care of the 
crops and soil, which is better for the 
environment.”

Bumper Crop?
“If your lawn is green, corn is doing 

well. If your lawn is brown, corn isn’t 
doing so well,” says Rick Griesbach, 
local agronomist.  This year the lawns 
were green all summer, thus corn has 
been green, too, with timely rains 
received throughout the summer 
months.

So, what can farmers expect for 
corn and soybean yields at harvest? 
Griesbach says we will have a bumper 
crop in DeKalb County. He expects 
yields to be 20 bushel above average 
for both corn and soybeans. ■

Conserv FS has several hybrids of 
corn planted in this field plot to analyze 
differences in the hybrids based on 
agronomic variables. FS shares this 
information with farmers and helps them 
with their crop management decisions for 
next year. 

Rick Griesbach tells farmers at a Helena Field Day that multiple applications of nitrogen 
are needed. Field Day offered farmers valuable information about crop and soil health 
management and a chance to look at the test plots.
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AroundtheFARMby Paul Taylor

Here we are in another election 
year. Not sure about your house, 
but at ours it sometimes gets a bit 
tense when the topic of politics 
comes up for discussion. Outside our 
home, it is amazing to me how so 
many seemingly rational people can 
harbor viewpoints of such divergent 
and even irreconcilable opposing 
positions. 

Seems kind of amazing we have 
come this far as a nation. Through 
this election process of unnatural 
selection, it looks to me like the 
process of listening while talking 
politics is often only practiced 
internally. 

That is, folks are rehearsing in 
their heads what they are going to 
say back to someone with a different 
perspective. Sometimes it appears 
it takes less time to rehearse these 
thoughts than for the person that is 
speaking to say their thoughts out 
loud. Listening is only used to know 
what to say next in an argument. Fact 
is that many of these discussions 
could be described as very little 
listening and a whole lotta talking.

Now I believe it can be said there 
is a certain amount of political 
tension in America most days.  These 
days, in a year divisible by four, can 
make that tension such that when 
the strings of life are strummed with 
events of racial, economic or other 

societal issues and events, the music 
ain’t always so pretty. But personally 
having a brain that’s filled with 
old Beatle lyrics and such from the 
1960s reminds me that maybe it just 
isn’t so bad today.

Politics in the 1960s
If your memory won’t help you 

with this, perhaps an elder or Google 
or Siri will, but I recall the summer 
of 1968 was pretty unsettling for 
most folks in America. After Lyndon 
Johnson (LBJ ) reluctantly bailed out 
of running for reelection over antiwar 
protests of the so-called “Johnson’s 
War” in Vietnam, Democratic 

presidential candidates 
included Senator Eugene 
McCarthy, Vice-President  
Hubert Humphrey and 
Robert Kennedy. 

To add more turmoil 
and incite more anger 
and frustration, Reverend 
Martin Luther King, 

Jr. and Bobby Kennedy both were 
assassinated during the election 
process. Then Gov. George Wallace 
entered the presidential campaign 
as an independent from Alabama. 
Unrest bubbled up in cities across 
America.  

It was at a critical point of chaos 
outside the Democratic convention 
in the streets of Chicago late that 
summer. Some of my friends were 
among the National Guard troops 
there to maintain order in Chicago 
during the convention. After the 
smoke cleared and the mess cleaned 
up inside and out of the convention, 
what followed was a three-way race 
with Humphrey, Wallace and the 

GOP candidate former VP Richard 
Nixon, winning by a narrow margin.  

My memory may not be correct, 
but I believe the country was about 
as divided then as now between 
the ideals of candidates advocating 
“peace,” “law and order,” and  
“racial biases”. The subsequent years 
after that election brought continued 
turmoil, divisiveness and great angst 
for much of the U.S. But that is a 
convoluted story for another time.

So when I think about the process 
this year with strong, divided 
opinions on how to run the country 
the next four years, seems maybe the 
world won’t end if “the other one 
gets elected”. May not be like how 
we hope it might turn out, but it is 
important we continue to function as 
a democracy. 

Maybe by individually taking 
some deep breathes and practicing 
serious listening it may be just the 
breath of fresh air our flag needs 
to keep waving as a beacon over 
our very blessed nation. Don’t get 
discouraged. ■

Just Listen

Paul Taylor is a fifth generation grain farmer 
who grows corn, soybeans and vegetables 
in northern DeKalb County, near Esmond. 

Listening is only used to know what to say 
next in an argument. Fact is that many of 
these discussions could be described as very 
little listening and a whole lotta talking.
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Those signs you see at the edge of a farm field identify the types of seeds 
planted in that field.  Seed companies and farmers post these signs to promote 
their particular varieties of corn or soybeans. It’s sort of like having mini 
billboards throughout the countryside. 

These particular signs promote the DEKALB brand of seed corn with 
numbers identifying the specific hybrid planted. If you are from the DeKalb 
area you probably know that the DEKALB seed corn (and the winged ear 
logo) was developed here. 

Some think that these signs are posted on corporate farms. That’s not true.  

Signs, Signs…
What are all those signs?

These signs are usually posted on a 
family farm, like this one at Craig 
Rice’s farm north of Waterman. Some 
farmers cooperate with local companies 
and have research plots to see how the 
different hybrids perform. Craig Rice 
worked closely with Conserv FS for 
this test plot which contains DEKALB 
and several other corn hybrids. ■
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Korean Spice Viburnum (Viburnum carlesii) is one of the most 
desirable aromatic species available. Abundant blooms depart a very 
pleasing, spicy-sweet fragrance that is a real show-stopper in any garden. 

Photos courtesy  
of Ron Peabody
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The Versatile, Variable 
and Very Lovely Viburnum

Ron Peabody, University of Illinois Extension 
DeKalb County Master Gardener and Master Naturalist

If I could choose only one group 
of shrubs for my landscape, it 
would be the genus Viburnum.  
Hands down.

Viburnums, as a group, are one 
of the most diverse, easy to grow, 
wonderful plants in the plant 
kingdom. It’s impossible to cover all 
the individual Viburnum species in 
this limited space, so I will discuss 
just a few of my favorites.

The best for fragrance
Many of the Viburnum species and 

hybrids are known for the wonderful 
fragrance of their bloom. Here are a 
few of the standouts:

Korean Spice Viburnum 
(Viburnum carlesii) This is one of 
the most desirable aromatic species 
available. Abundant blooms depart a 
very pleasing, spicy-sweet fragrance 
that is a real show-stopper in any 
garden. An excellent choice for an 
entryway planting to greet guests or 
plant one just off the patio.  Korean 
Spice is even a neighborhood 
celebrity.  I’ve had neighbors come 
over asking, “What is that wonderful 
fragrance coming from over here?”  
It’s also available in a compact form 
from some nurseries.

Judd Viburnum (Viburnum X 
Juddii) Fragrance of this one is very 
similar to carlesii. This is a full, 
rounded shrub that grows 6 – 8 feet 
tall and wide, usually just a little 

larger than carlesii. Foliage is a deep, 
blue-green.

Burkwood Viburnum (Viburnum 
X burkwoodii) This viburnum 
blooms a few days later than carlesii. 
It’s fragrance is very sweet and 
pleasing. Some horticulturalists liken 
the fragrance to Winter Daphne.  
Foliage is lustrous, deep green 
typically turning to a deep burgundy 
in the fall. Leaves typically have a 
distinctive cup-shape.  

On the native side
Arrowwood Viburnum 

(Viburnum dentatum) Here’s a 
carefree native that grows 6 – 8 
feet high and can grow even wider.  
Arrowwood is a great choice for 
gardeners looking to create a natural, 
woodland edge border or privacy 
screen. Consider stagger planting in 
mass for a nature-inspired look.

Nannyberry Viburnum 
(Viburnum lentago) A very versatile 
large shrub or small tree, this native 
is another good one for a naturalized 
area. Nannyberry can grow 15 – 
18 feet tall with glossy, dark green 
leaves. Its fruit matures  
to a purplish black.

Blackhaw Viburnum (Viburnum 
prunifolium) This is a great native 
species that develops into a stiffly 
branched shrub 12 – 15 feet high.  
The branching characteristics remind 
you of some of the hawthorns. Its 
fruit is very similar to Nannyberry.

American Cranberrybush 
Viburnum (Viburnum trilobum)  
This is a very attractive native that 
works well in groupings or as a 
single specimen plant in an island.  
I chose to use it as a specimen 
ornamental in one of my islands.  
With its attractive foliage, bright red 
fruit and very striking purple fall 
color, American Cranberrybush is a 
beauty. It grows 8 – 12 feet high.

These are just a few of the 
wonderful Viburnum species 
available. There are many others. 
If you’re looking to create a natural 
border or grouping, or are looking 
for an attractive specimen plant, 
consider some of great species from 
my favorite genus, Viburnum. ■
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Q: What do farmers do to make their cows 
happy?

A:  Farmers provide dairy cows with fresh 
water, feed, and a resting place to make 
their cows comfortable and ultimately, 
happy.

Keeping cows cool & comfortable
Many dairy farms have different ways of trying to keep 

their cows cool. Tunnel air ventilation, mister fans and 
sprinklers, sun-shade curtains, and shade trees are some of 
the things used to keep cows cool. Here in the Midwest we also have to keep 
the winter months in mind as well so our buildings are designed for both cold 
and hot weather.  

On our farm, in the summer months when it’s hot we open up the sides 
of the building and run fans to circulate air, up to as much as 15 miles per 
hour. We also have a nice pasture with some Oak trees, which provide shade 
for our cows. Keeping cows out of the bright sunshine avoids cows’ being 
overheated. 

Providing water, feed & shelter
Providing fresh water is very important in the summer but this is also 

essential year-round for a cow’s health and milk production. Cows drink 
between 30 to 50 gallons of water per day.

In the summer heat, feed can also go out of condition quickly so 
maintaining a close eye on feed quality is very important. Fresh feed (corn, 
silage, hay, protein and mineral supplements) is fed twice daily on our farm. 
We also add feed additives to maintain the temperature of the feed and keep it 
from fermenting. Cows will eat approximately 100 pounds of feed per day. 

It is also important for cows to have a comfortable place to rest. On our 
farm in the summer when the weather is good cows can lay down in a 
pasture. We also have two types of buildings for cows to rest. One is called a 
free stall building where cows climb into a stall and come and go whenever 
they want. We use mattresses for them to lay on (a little different than the 
mattress you and I lay on). Some dairies use sand instead of mattresses – 
cows seem to enjoy this as well. The third type of cow comfort is waterbed 
mattresses, but they are not as popular. 

Our other dairy building is bedded with layers of wheat straw and allows 
cows’ ample room to get up and down. This building does require much more 
maintenance for the cows to stay clean. The more mature cows, who may 

Got a question  
for a farmer?

Submit your farm and food questions to  
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org. 

We will share questions with our local farmers 
and publish their answers as space allows in 

upcoming issues of Connections.

have some arthritis, utilize this barn more 
efficiently than a free stall barn for ease of 
movement.

Year-round a cow needs to have plenty of 
feed, fresh water, and a comfortable resting 
place. Besides these necessities, farmers 
treat their animals with special care. That’s 
what makes a cow happy. ■

A  dairy cow drinks about 50 gallons 
of water and eats 100 pounds of feed 
per day which makes her happy!

Bill Deutsch is a fifth generation dairy and grain farmer from 
Sycamore. He milks cows and grows corn, soybeans, wheat 
and alfalfa, with his brother, Pat. Bill and his wife, Chris, reside 
on the family farm. They have four adult children: Sarah, Mary, 
Rachel and Paul. 
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Food Favorites

Instructions
Combine BBQ Rub ingredients; press evenly onto 
beef steaks.
Place steaks on grid over medium, ash-covered 
coals. Grill, covered, 11 to 16 minutes (over medium 
heat on preheated gas grill) 15 to 19 minutes for 
medium rare (145°F) to medium (160°F) doneness, 
turning occasionally. Remove bones and carve steaks 
into slices, if desired. Season with salt, as desired.

Grilled T-Bone 
Steaks with  
BBQ Rub
Yield: 4 servings
Total Time: 25 minutes

Ingredients 
2 to 4 beef T-Bone or Porterhouse Steaks,  
 cut 1 inch thick (about 2 to 4 pounds)
salt

BBQ Rub:
2 tablespoons chili powder
2 tablespoons packed brown sugar
1 tablespoon ground cumin
2 teaspoons minced garlic
2 teaspoons cider vinegar
1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce
1/4 teaspoon ground red pepper

Beef Winner
The DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s Association once again 
sponsored the Beef for Father’s Day promotion at Farm 
& Fleet and The Country Store. From in-store entries, 
the winner was Gonzalo Cruz of DeKalb who received 
a gas grill and beef from Farm & Fleet and Sycamore 
Country Store. Shown are: (from left) Angeles, Gael and 
Mariana Cruz, family winners; Erik Bolander, Cattlemen’s 
Association; Dave Pasch, Farm & Fleet; Tom Ulrich, 
Country Store; and Anne Fluegal, B95 radio.
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Farm Country

A new law requiring the labeling 
of Genetically Modified (GM) 
ingredients has the support of Farm 
Bureau and other farm and food 
groups.

The law, signed by President 
Obama on July 29, requires most 
food packages to contain a label, 

Ag groups support GM labels
a symbol, or an electronic code 
readable by a smartphone that 
indicates it contains GM ingredients.

The USDA has two years to 
implement the GM labels. The new 
federal law pre-empts a Vermont 
law that required GMO labeling on 
certain food products. 

The new GM label law provides 
one uniform, national standard 
for the labeling of GM foods so 
every consumer will have access 
to information about the food they 
purchase. Farm Bureau and other ag 
organizations supported the new law.

American Farm Bureau Federation 
President Zippy Duvall stated, 

“President Obama’s signature  
will put a stop to the harmful 
patchwork of state GMO labeling 
laws and set in place a uniform, 
national disclosure system that 
will provide balanced, accurate 
information to consumers. For 
decades, biotechnology has made it 
possible for farmers to grow safe and 
healthful crops while reducing their 
environmental impact.”

“We are pleased that Congress 
and the administration have moved 
swiftly to prevent consumer 
confusion and protect agricultural 
innovation,” said the AFBF 
president. ■

Farm Lessons at the Zoo
Roy Plote shows these young children examples of corn and soybeans at Brookfield 
Zoo. Plote was one of the local farmers who participated in Illinois Farm Bureau’s 
Summer Nights to share some ag facts with Chicago families. Other farmers 
included Ed Cowan, Mike Schweitzer, and Mark Tuttle. Families visiting the zoo had 
conversations with farmers and enjoyed fun activities like spinning an ag-wheel and 
getting an “I Met A Farmer” sticker. The event was supported by county Farm Bureaus 
throughout northern Illinois, including the DeKalb County Farm Bureau and the 
Foundation for Agriculture. 

Map reform up  
to Supreme Court

Illinois Farm Bureau and other 
members of the Independent Map 
Amendment coalition have filed an 
amicus brief recently supporting the 
redistricting effort before the Illinois 
Supreme Court.

Days after a Cook County judge 
ruled the proposed amendment was 
unconstitutional, the state Supreme 
Court agreed to hear an appeal by 
the coalition, bypassing the appellate 
court.

“We’re very hopeful that the 
Illinois Supreme Court’s granting 
of a direct, expedited appeal is a 
good sign the court wants to look 
closely at the redistricting process in 
Illinois,” said Illinois Farm Bureau 
Vice President David Erickson, a 
coalition board director.

IFB joined other coalition 
supporters in filing an amicus brief 
that explains “why we feel the 
proposed amendment needs to be on 
the ballot to let the voters decide,” 
Erickson continued.

If approved by voters, the proposed 
amendment would create an 
11-member independent redistricting 
commission to draw legislative 
districts for General Assembly 
members. 

IFB hopes that a decision will be 
made by the end of this month to 
ensure the amendment will be on the 
November ballot. ■

Source: Illinois Farm Bureau
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Farm Country

The DeKalb County Sandwich 
Fair, one of the oldest county fairs in 
Illinois, boasts a strong agricultural 
tradition with its livestock 
exhibits, horse shows, antique 
farm machinery, horticulture and 
grain displays, food competitions, 
tractor and truck pull and agri-
entertainment.

From Sept. 7-11, fair goers can 
experience the DeKalb County fair at 
the fairground located in Sandwich. 

Some highlights of the 129th 
Sandwich Fair include:

Milk Maggie the Cow – Stop by 
the FFA Farm Animal Barn to enjoy 
the animals. Meet Maggie the Dairy 
Cow, quite the popular cow at the 
fair. Milk Maggie and see what it 
feels like to milk a cow. Granted, 
she’s a fiberglass Holstein dairy cow, 
but you will get the idea. Maggie is 
being sponsored by Farm Bureau, 
the Sandwich Fair Association, 
First Midwest, Kishwaukee Dairy 
Herd Improvement Association, in 
cooperation with local FFA Chapters. 

Ag tradition continues  
at Sandwich Fair

Beef & Pork Cookoffs – These 
culinary competitions are open to 
interested cooks who enjoy preparing 
either beef or pork entrees. The Beef 
Cookoff, sponsored by the DeKalb-
Kane Cattlemen’s Association, is 
scheduled for Thursday, Sept. 8 and 
the Pork Cookoff, sponsored by the 
DeKalb Area Pork Producers, is set 
for Friday, Sept. 9. Both contests 
are held at 2 p.m. in the tent located 
behind the Home Arts Building. 
To enter these and other culinary 
contests go to the Sandwich Fair 
website. Entries are due by the Aug. 
24. 

Livestock Shows – Livestock 
shows happen every day at the fair. 
Open shows are Wednesday through 
Friday. The junior shows are held on 
Saturday and Sunday. For a livestock 
show schedule go to the Sandwich 
Fair website.

For a complete schedule of events 
and more information about the 
Sandwich Fair visit their website: 
www.sandwichfair.com. ■

Farm Fun at 
Corn Fest

This year’s DeKalb Corn 
Fest features some farm fun, 
including corn and tractors!

On Aug. 26-28, head over 
to North Third Street (look for 
the large combine and tractor), 
for some family fun. There will 
be an assortment of activities 
especially for young children. 

The DeKalb County Corn 
& Soybean Growers are 
coordinating the agricultural 
activities. Other participating 
organizations include the 
Cattlemen’s Association, Dairy 
Association, Lamb Producers 
and Pork Producers.

Phil Montgomery, Corn & 
Soybean Growers president, is 
heading up the ag activities. This 
year is the second year for ag-
related activities. Montgomery 
says they have expanded the 
number of interactive family fun 
sessions and exhibits.

One of the exhibits is a 
biofuels mobile education 
center – a 45-foot-long trailer 
stocked full of educational, 
interactive displays and a 
movie. The education center, 
provided by the Corn Promotion 
Board, shows how biofuels 
are produced and contribute 
to our economy, improve our 
environment and reduce our 
dependence on foreign oil. ■

Milk Maggie 
the Cow at the 
Sandwich Fair!

You will  
find her in  

the FFA Farm  
Animal Barn  
Sept. 7 - 11.
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Dayna Anderson
Shabbona
College Year/Major: Junior,
 Agricultural Education
College: University of 
 Wisconsin-Platteville
Anticipated Degree: B.S., May 2018
Future: High School Ag Teacher

“Agriculture is a very important 
part of my life. I want to share that 
passion with my students as a high 
school educator and FFA advisor.”

Kelsey Faivre
DeKalb
College Year/Major: Senior, 
Agriculture & Life  
 Sciences Education
College: Iowa State University
Anticipated Degree: B.S., Dec. 2016
Future: Agricultural Communications

“I would like to continue to write 
about agriculture, work in an 
agriculture-communications related 
position for an agricultural company, 
and raise cattle.”

Sara Schafer
DeKalb
College Year/Major: Junior,
 Agribusiness & Finance
College: Iowa State University
Anticipated Degree: B.S., May 2018
Future: Agricultural Lender

“After graduation I hope to go into a 
credit position and then eventually 
become an agricultural lender.”

Scholarships

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture recently awarded 12 scholarships to deserving 
college students. The Foundation congratulates these students receiving the Ag Discipline, Arden & Dorothy 
Baie, Medical and Robert Morley Science Scholarships as they are featured in these profiles.

Scholarship Honors

Kailyn Buchholz
Waterman
College Year/Major: Junior,
 Agribusiness/Agronomy
College: Illinois State University
Anticipated Degree:  
 B.S., May 2018
Future: Agribusiness

“I plan to obtain a sales 
position in an ag-retail business 
and also continue to be 
involved with the family farm.”

Michaela Cowan
Earlville
College Year/Major: Senior,
 Education
College: Illinois State University
Anticipated Degree:  
 B.S., May 2018
Future: Elementary Teacher

“I am dedicated to making 
learning enjoyable for students 
and adapting lessons to fill their 
individual learning needs as a 
future teacher.”

Ag Discipline Scholarship Arden & Dorothy Baie Scholarship

I was overjoyed when I received this award and I am very 
fortunate to be the recipient of the Ag Discipline Scholarship. I 
am incredibly thankful to the DeKalb County Farm Bureau and 
the scholarship selection committee for your willingness to invest 
and help support my college education. After growing up watching 
my grandfather and father work on the farm, I knew I wanted to 
pursue a career in agriculture while also combining my passion 
for business. Thank you again for the generous scholarship.

Sara Schafer
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Scholarships

Robert Morley Science Scholarship

Medical Scholarship
Katherine Jones
Kirkland
College Year/Major: 3rd year of   
 three-year Master’s program,   
 Occupational Therapy
College: St. Ambrose 
 University, Iowa
Anticipated Degree: M.S., May 2017
Future: Occupational Therapist

“My goal as an occupational 
therapist is to return to rural areas 
that I have called home my whole 
life and be able to give back to the 
community I was raised in.”

Ian Anderson
Shabbona
College Year/Major: Senior,
 Mechanical Engineering
College: Iowa State University
Anticipated Degree: B.S., Dec. 2016
Future: Agriculture Engineer in
 farm equipment industry

“My goal is to make sure farmers 
cannot only access the highest 
quality of machinery but that they 
also can work on and use it without 
it having to be an engineer.”

Dallas Boehne
Shabbona

College Year/Major: Senior,
 Biological Systems Engineering  
 in Food Sciences
College: Iowa State University
Anticipated Degree: B.S., May 2017
Future: Food Company

“I want to help improve our food 
industry by making food more 
efficiently, reducing losses, and 
improve overall quality of the 
product.”

Trent Englum
Sycamore
College Year/Major: Junior,
 Food Science & Human Nutrition
College: University of Illinois
Anticipated Degree: B.S., May 2018
Future: Quality Control Director 
 in food industry

“My long-term goal is to become 
a quality control director in the 
food industry and attend graduate 
school.”

Erik Gommel
Malta
College Year/Major: Junior,
 Agricultural Systems Technology  
 & Industrial Technology
College: Iowa State University
Anticipated Degree: B.S., May 2018
Future: Precision Agriculture  
 Technology

“I aspire to be employed in the  
area of precision agriculture 
technology or industrial technology 
as well as having a pivotal role in 
the operation and management of 
my family’s farm.”

Jordan Mottet
Sycamore
College Year/Major: 3rd year of 
 three-year Master’s program, 
 Physician Assistant Studies
College: Marquette University, Wisconsin
Anticipated Degree: M.S., May 2017
Future: Physician Assistant

“In my career I hope to engage my 
community in preventative medicine and 
promote an overall healthier environment 
while providing excellent health care to 
my future patients.”

Jaylene Jennings
DeKalb

College Year/Major: Senior,
Molecular & Cellular Biology

College: Illinois State University
Anticipated Degree: B.S., May 2017
Future: Medical career

“I have always had a love for 
science and I hope that one day my 
educational pursuits give me the 
chance to have a medical career 
that combines my fondness and 
appreciation for both science and 
service.” ■

Thank you very much for recognizing me as the recipient of the 
Morley Science Scholarship. I greatly appreciate everything 
the Farm Bureau does for those that are pursuing agricultural 
degrees and education. My long term career goal is to give back 
to a community that has truly given me so much. My agricultural 
education puts me one step closer to achieving that goal, and I 
have organizations like the Farm Bureau to thank for that.

Erik Gommel
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“My dad (Albert O. Johnson) was 
a hard-working farmer. He spent his 
lifetime farming,” Yvonne said.

The Johnsons raised grain crops, 
dairy cows, pigs, sheep, and chickens 
on the family’s 120-acre farm which 
was homesteaded by Grandpa 
Johnson in the mid-1850s. Her father 
built their big red livestock barn 
and colonial style home on their 
Keslinger Road, DeKalb farm in the 
early 1900s. 

Their attractive family farm and 
productive farmland were sold in 
1929 to a realtor who accepted her 
father’s high-priced offer of $475 
an acre. “Dad offered a price that 
was outrageously high at the time 
thinking that it wouldn’t sell, and 
it did,” said Yvonne. So her father 
accepted the offer and reinvested the 
proceeds in another farm.  

Then the Depression hit. Her father 
was unable to make payments on 

the farm and therefore lost 
the farm. Her father became a 
tenant farmer and the Johnson 
family moved from farm to 
farm throughout Yvonne’s 
childhood. 

Reflecting on the past, 
Yvonne remembers her father 
telling her about his two 
prized horses, Sport and Ted. 
The horses were used for farm 
work until they were replaced 
by tractors in the 1930s. 

“I loved riding with dad 
while he was driving the 
planter or plow,” she said. 
“I would take coffee and 
sandwiches to him in the field 
in the morning and afternoon.”

As a young child, Yvonne 
helped with the chickens and 
occasionally could be found 
milking a cow by hand. She 
remembers when they farmed 
along Route 38 and her father 
herded cows from the barn on 
the north side of the road to 
the south side for milking. “I 
can’t imagine doing that today 
with traffic!” she stated.

As her father and brother 
continued to farm, Yvonne 

went to Northern Illinois State 
Teacher’s College to earn a bachelor’s 
degree and later a master’s degree from 
NIU in education. 

Her teaching career began in a 
one-room country school, Loves 
School, on Barber-Greene Road in 
rural DeKalb. The next 57 years of 
her teaching career were spent at West 
School in Sycamore, teaching mostly 
fifth graders. She was most passionate 
about teaching science education 
with emphasis on the environment, 
conservation and preservation, with a 
hands-on learning approach. 

Known for her philanthropic actions 
in school and in the community, 
Yvonne invested her family’s assets in 
charitable organizations on behalf of 
her mother, two siblings, and two aunts. 
Now, she honors her father with a 
legacy gift to the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Foundation for Agriculture.

“Dad and his brother, Charlie were 
charter members of the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau (after the organization’s 
founding in 1912),” she said. “They had 
the foresight to be involved from the 
very beginning.” 

“I want to honor my father’s life 
story and hope that it’s an inspiration 
for others to consider leaving a legacy 
to the Farm Bureau Foundation,” said 
Yvonne. ■

Yvonne Johnson wants nothing more than to honor her father. 
She is especially proud of her father’s farming lifestyle and being 
one of the charter members of DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

Leaving a Legacy
In Honor of Her Father

“I want to honor my father’s 
life story and hope that it’s 
an inspiration for others to 
consider leaving a legacy to the 
Farm Bureau Foundation.”

Yvonne Johnson

Albert O. Johnson
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SoybeansF
Soybeans are the round, tan 
seeds of the soybean plant.

Soybeans are legumes,  
or plants whose seeds grow in 
pods. Other legumes include 

peanuts and peas.

Soybean pods are fuzzy,  
and so are the plant’s stems and leaves.  
The fuzz helps to protect the plants from 

being damaged by insects.

Soybeans  
are grown in 
most places 

where field corn 
is grown.

Almost half of the soybeans  
grown in the U.S. are exported, or 

sold and shipped to other countries.

Soybean oil can also be 
found in candles, crayons, 

and printing ink.

Soybeans are also  
used in foods like tofu, soy 

milk, and soy burgers.

After export, the biggest uses 
of soybeans grown in the U.S. 
are as livestock feed, soybean 

oil, and biodiesel.

Vegetable oil used for cooking and as  
an ingredient in mayonnaise and salad dressings 

is usually soybean oil.
Like corn, 

soybeans are 
harvested using a 

combine. 
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Organic is actually a food 
production process that has been 
defined by the USDA based on the 
principles of reducing the use of 
synthetic chemicals and fertilizers 
and raising food animals without 
antibiotics and growth promotants, 
says Dr. Ruth MacDonald, professor 
and chair of the Department of Food 
Science and Human Nutrition at 
Iowa State University.

Producers who want to use the 
USDA organic label on their food 
must be certified and comply 
with federal regulations just as 
conventional producers do. Both 
organic and conventional foods are 
inspected and growers must follow 
rules for safe production practices. 

Organic versus Conventional Foods: 
Is There a Nutritional Difference?

Farm & Food

Both organic and conventional foods are regulated and monitored for safety 
when it comes to levels of chemicals, pesticides and antibiotics.

Consumers often assume that foods not labeled organic are less nutritious and 
may even contain harmful chemicals, pesticides and antibiotics. The truth is in 
the research: There is very little evidence showing significant differences 
in the nutritional value of organic and conventional foods.

According to Dr. MacDonald, both are excellent sources of many nutrients 
and bioactive compounds. Dr. MacDonald says there have been some studies 
showing differences in some fatty acids or lipid-soluble compounds (e.g. 
carotenoids), for example, between organic and conventionally-grown crops, 
but these differences were minor and didn’t have a significant impact on overall 
nutrient content.

So if there’s no difference in nutritional value, does that mean there’s also 
no difference in taste? Pretty much! Dr. MacDonald tells us that controlled 
research studies of organic and 
conventional goods using sensory 
analysis have been conducted and no 
differences in perception of taste were 
found. It’s also important that there 
are many other factors that influence 
the quality and taste of foods, such as 
freshness, storage conditions, variety 
of the crop or product and, of course, 
personal preference.

The bottom line: Research studies show organic foods do not provide special 
nutritional or safety benefits and conventional foods are as nutritious and 
healthful. 

The decision to purchase organic foods is personal and in our country people 
have a variety of food choices to make. ■

Source: Best Food Facts, used with permission

Organic foods have gained popularity due to the perception that organic foods are safe, 
wholesome and all around better for you. But are they?

Research studies show organic 
foods do not provide special 
nutritional or safety benefits 
and conventional foods are as 
nutritious and healthful. 
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Family Health

Similar to shock absorbers for 
your car, the rubbery disks located 
between the vertebrae in your 
spinal cord help keep the ride 
smooth as you bend, step, and 
stretch.

Experiencing a sudden jolt, aging, 
carrying excess weight and even 
sitting with improper posture can all 
cause damage to spinal disks.

Also called a slipped disk or 
ruptured disk, a herniated disk occurs 
when the gel in the center of a disk 
pushes out through the annulus, the 
outer ring of cartilage that encloses your spinal shocks. That gel may 
push on the nerves of the spinal cord, causing swelling and pain.

Herniated disks can occur in the back or neck. In some people, 
herniated disks never cause any noticeable symptoms. But in others, pain 
may spread down the shoulders, arms and legs, a condition known as 
sciatica.

Doctors use your medical history, a thorough physical examination, 
and diagnostic images to identify herniated disks and rule out other 
causes of back, neck, shoulder, leg and arm pain, so it is important to 
keep a good record of any discomfort you have.

According to the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons,  
90 percent of herniated disk symptoms are resolved with rest, over-
the-counter pain medication, physical therapy, behavior modification, 
moderate levels of activity, prescription medications, cold compresses, 
and other conservative treatments. Epidural steroid injections are often 
helpful if nonsurgical care has not been effective.

For those who do not find relief with these methods, surgical 
intervention may be necessary.

You can reduce your risk of a herniated disk by staying active, 
maintaining a healthy weight, avoiding the use of tobacco products, 
using proper posture when sitting or lifting heavy objects, and avoiding 
long car rides. 

Call 815-748-2968 to make an appointment with Dave Smith, Spine 
Care Coordinator, to learn more about our patient-centered process 
for the diagnosis and treatment of back pain or to schedule a tour. 

Back  
to Basics
From KishHealth System, part of 
Northwestern Medicine

Desk Ergonomics  
for a Happy Spine

For a nation of sitters clocking 
countless hours basking in the glow of a 
computer monitor, desktop ergonomics 
are a big deal. Workstations should not 
be one size fits all. To make sure your 
setup is ideal, check your:

Monitor. The screen should be at 
least 18 inches from your face and the 
top of the screen should line up with 
your natural line of vision.

Chair. Feet should be flat on the floor 
to help avoid slouching. Your forearms 
should be parallel to the floor, and you 
should not have to reach up to type on 
the keyboard. Keep the pelvis tilted 
slightly forward to allow your neck and 
shoulder muscles to relax.

Posture: Maintain a neutral sitting 
position, facing forward, not leaning too 
much to any one side, with your knees 
bent perpendicular to the floor. Avoid 
crossing your legs. Elbows should stay 
at your sides or on the armrests. ■
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Farm animals come first for Lori and her 
brother Matt who raise beef cattle and 
pigs as 4-H and FFA projects. Livestock 
care is naturally ingrained in these farm 
kids who have tended to farm animals 
most of their young lives.

 “We work together doing chores,” said 
Lori. Their chores involve feeding their 
animals twice daily and regularly checking 
on them to make sure they are healthy. In the 
summer, they spend more time with them in 
preparation for showing their pigs and steers 
at the fair. 

“I enjoy getting to know my animals and 
their personalities,” said Lori. “Each animal 
is different.”  

Lori explains that their summer farm 
animal routine consists of washing and blow 
drying their steers and putting them in front 
of fans to keep them cool. The Drakes also 
walk their steers so they walk well in the 
show ring and it also provides some animal 
exercise. As for the pigs, they give them a 
good rinse and keep them cool, too. ►

Lori Drake follows her family’s rule:  
“Our animals are fed before we are.”

Above: Lori Drake checks on her pigs before the show at the county fair. Matt Drake 
showed his Angus steer, Spade, and won Reserve Champion at the 4-H Fair.
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This year, Lori showed her purebred Angus steer, Charcoal, and a 
purebred Shorthorn steer named Gus, along with crossbred pigs at the 
DeKalb County 4-H Fair and the Section 6 FFA Fair. Matt showed his 
crossbred Charolais, Junior, and a purebred Angus named Spade, as well as 
crossbred pigs at both fairs. 

Lori’s nine years of showing at the 4-H fair has gained her confidence 
and self-esteem in the show ring. She started showing small bucket calves 
at the age of 9 and soon moved up to showing 1,200 pound steers. Brother 
Matt has done the same in seven years of showing.

“Working with animals is a stress reliever for me,” says Lori, 17. “I 
also enjoy going to the fairs and being around other people with similar 
interests. It’s a chance to hang out with fair friends.”

Lori wants others to know that as a farm kid she takes “really good care” 
of her animals. What she doesn’t appreciate is hearing others say that 
farmers mistreat their animals. In her daily routine she spends countless 
hours providing her animals with all the necessities and then some. 

She describes herself as “dedicated, 
passionate, responsible, reliable and 
hardworking” when it comes to livestock care 
on their Clare farm. Her love for livestock is 
her impetus to study animal science in college. 
But for now she’s going to enjoy her senior 
year at Sycamore High School and serve as 
FFA president. 

Younger brother Matt, 15, is a sophomore 
at Sycamore High and the FFA junior plot 
manager. The two work side-by-side taking 
care of their farm animals. 

They also get help from their parents Kevin 
and Diane, who have a family history of 
animal husbandry. Kevin, a fifth generation 
farmer, raised beef cattle in their farm’s 
feedlot up until a few years ago. Diane grew 
up on a dairy farm and showed dairy cows at 
county fairs, but now works for a local hog 
farmer as a farrowing manager.

Raising and showing farm animals is truly a 
family affair for the Drakes. They say the fairs 
are “like a vacation” where they spend time 
together as a family. “It’s a good experience 
and it’s fun,” says Matt.

The challenging part of showing is “keeping 
our animals clean before we show them,” Lori 
says. “And, after a long day our animals get 
tired and we get tired, too. But it’s worth it, 
because you feel a sense of accomplishment at 
the end of the day.” ■

Matt showing in 2010 at 9 years of age and today at age 15.

Lori showing today, at the age of 17 and in 2009 when she was 10.

Then and Now Lori and Matt Drake have been showing pigs 
and beef cattle throughout their young lives.

Raising and showing livestock is a family affair 
for the Drakes - Lori, Diane, Kevin and Matt.
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The Drendel sisters showed these 
steers in one of the crossbred 
classes of the beef show. Shown are 
Jessica, Anna and Delores Drendel 
of Genoa Prairie Gems. Anna’s steer 
placed first in the class.

This lineup of sheep and showmen included (from left) Jack Cambier, Parke Victory, 
Jason Kuhn, Genoa Prairie Gems, Trevor Yaeger, Green Meadows, and Tyler Drake, 
Parke Victory.

Helen Kruger won cake decorating and was a 
state fair delegate. The Somonauk Haymakers 
4-H’er is shown with her sister Irene.

Olivia Willrett of Malta Mustangs won the 
overall Beef Efficiency Contest.
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Congratulations to all the DeKalb County 4-H 
members who exhibited at the 2016 fair!

Avery Boehne, Shabbona Pioneers, earned 
a blue ribbon for her cookies at the General 
Projects Show.

Carmen Vandermeer of Sandwich Town 
& Country Kids showed her floraculture 
entry and was a state fair delegate.

Kevin Drendel of Shabbona Pioneers 
showed the Champion Standard Cock at 
the fair.

Michael Steimel of Green Meadows 
showed his barrow in the hog show.

Audrey and Tomi Harrod fitted their goat for the fair as sister Della watched. Tomi 
showed the Grand Champion Meat and Market Goats. The Harrods are members 
of the Hinckley Harvestors 4-H Club.
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Green Meadows 4-H member Lexi Hanson won the 
Land of DeKalb class with her steer. Grant Miller, 
Cattlemen’s president, congratulated Lexi. The class 
was sponsored by the DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen.

Jaedyn Slutz of Green Meadows 4-H showed the Grand Champion Ewe.

Morgan Keller of 
Shabbona Pioneers 
showed her barrow in 
the hog show.

Drake Prestegaard led 
his Hereford steer in 
the show ring, followed 
by Allie Peterson. Both 
are members of the 
Shabbona Pioneers.

Showing goats for the first year was 
Josh Walter of Green Meadows 4-H.
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2016 Grand Champions
Beef – Olivia Harvell, Shabbona Pioneers
Dairy – Claire Plapp, Esmond Echoes
Goats – Tomi Harrod, Hinckley Harvesters, 

Meat & Market Goats; Kayla Wester, Malta Mustangs, Dairy Goat
Hogs – Jess Hawk, Shabbona Pioneers
Poultry – Emily Schilling, Shabbona Pioneers, Poultry of Show,   

Brooklyn Botterman, Genoa Prairie Gems, Market Pen
Rabbits – Brian Roach, Malta Mustangs, Rabbit of Show 
Sheep – Nick Roach, Malta Mustangs, Market Lamb

Jaedyn Slutz, Green Meadows, Ewe

Jess Hawk of Shabbona Pioneers won Grand Champion Hog 
for the third consecutive year. He showed both the Champion 
Gilt and Champion Barrow.

Emily Schilling, Shabbona Pioneers, won 
Poultry of Show with her chicken. 

Samantha Fleming presented the Grand Champion Beef Award to Olivia Harvell, 
in memory of Amy Todd Fleming. This is the third consecutive year for Olivia to win 
Grand Champion. She is a member of Shabbona Pioneers.

Claire Plapp of 
Esmond Echoes 
showed the 
Grand Champion 
Dairy Female at 
the 4-H Fair.

Nick Roach, Malta Mustangs, won Grand 
Champion Market Lamb for the third 
consecutive year at the 4-H Fair.



26     Connections

Showing cattle for the first year was Libby Johnson of Shabbona 
Pioneers.

Kayla Wester (right) of Malta Mustangs won Champion 
Dairy Goat in this class with Brock Kahl, Green 
Meadows, and Chloe Wester, Malta Mustangs, who got 
Reserve Champion.

Bailey Botterman showed the Champion Heavyweight Barrow after 
competing against other top placing hogs such as Emma Rhoads’ 
barrow. Both young girls are in the Genoa Prairie Gems club.

Elysee Bott, Hinckley Harvestors, showed her barrow at the 
4-H Fair.

Congratulations to all 
the DeKalb County 4-H 
members who exhibited 
at the 2016 fair!
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Provided by COUNTRY Financial®
COUNTRY

Dan Howes

www.countryfinancial.com
815-756-9536

0716-102

Dan Howes of COUNTRY 
Financial® is a representative of the 
DeKalb-Kendall-Ogle Agency. Dan 
began his career with COUNTRY 
Financial in September of 1989 and 
is representing clients in Sycamore.

Dan is originally from Bradford, 
Illinois and attended college at 
Eureka College. Dan and his wife 
Dana of 34 years, have raised their 
family within the community of 

DeKalb and now own a farmette 
in Waterman. Together they have 
three successful daughters, one is a 
nurse raising three boys, another is 
attending veterinary school and their 
youngest just earned her master’s 
degree. Dan couldn’t be more proud 
of his family’s achievements.

“I was drawn to a career with 
COUNTRY Financial as it gave me 

Meet Dan Howes – Financial 
Representative in Sycamore

the freedom to be with my family,” 
said Dan. “I am fortunate to be able 
to work with the ag community and 
build my own business as these 
are great interests of mine. I enjoy 
the relationships I have built over 
the last 26 years with my clients 
and associates. Knowing I represent 
a company that stands behind 
their clients and puts customers 
first, makes me proud to be a 

COUNTRY Financial 
Representative.”

Outside of the office 
Howes has spent time 
being a part of his 
daughters’ activities as 
they grew up. “If I’m 

not busy at the office meeting with 
clients, I enjoy hunting, fishing and 
spoiling my grandsons. Sharing the 
love of the great outdoors with my 
family and friends is a gift that I 
treasure.”

Dan makes it a priority to spend 
time with his clients getting to know 
them and their needs to achieve 
financial security. Dan’s dedication 

to meeting his clients’ needs has 
earned him the highest recognition 
with COUNTRY Financial, 
COUNTRY Financial - Hall 
of Fame. Hall of Fame honors 
representatives who have earned 
a minimum of 20 years excelling 
in identifying insurance products 
and financial solutions that fit the 
needs of their clients.

Dan can provide customers with 
a wide variety of insurance and 
financial products and services. 
He serves customers from his 
COUNTRY Financial office 
at 2060 Aberdeen Court, Suite 
B, Sycamore. His office phone 
number is 815-756-9536.

About the COUNTRY  
Financial® group

The COUNTRY Financial 
group (www.countryfinancial.
com) serves about one million 
households and businesses 
throughout the United States and 
offers a full range of financial 
products and services from auto, 
home, business, farm and life 
insurance to retirement planning 
services, investment management 
and annuities. ■

“I am fortunate to be able to work with the 
ag community and build my own business 
as these are great interests of mine.”
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Member Benefits

Polaris – Save up to $300. Must be an active member 
for a minimum of 30 days to be eligible and provide a 
valid membership verification certificate to the Polaris 
dealer at time of purchase to receive the discount.

Case IH – Save up to $500 on qualifying Case 
IH tractors and hay equipment from participating 
dealers. Must provide a valid 
membership verification 
certificate to the Case IH 
dealer at time of purchase to 
receive the discount.

Cat® - Save up to $2,500 on Caterpillar equipment. 
Must provide a valid membership verification 
certificate to the Cat® dealer at time of purchase to 
receive the discount. ■

Need new wheels? Save money!
Farm Bureau members can save money through these exclusive member benefits.

Ford – Get an exclusive $500 savings toward the purchase 
or lease of eligible 2015/2016/2017 vehicles. Certain 
eligibility restrictions apply. See your Ford dealer for complete 
details and qualifications. www.fordspecialoffer.com/
farmbureau/il 

Lincoln – Receive $750 bonus cash toward the purchase or 
lease of any eligible intelligently designed 2015/2016/2017 
Lincoln vehicle. www.lincolnspecialoffer.com/farmbureau/il

These are  
just a few of the 
many discounts 

available for 
Farm Bureau 

members. 
Well water 
testing

Rural residents in DeKalb 
County can have their well 
water tested through a program 
offered by Farm Bureau.

The water screening will 
include extensive testing for 
commonly used agricultural 
chemicals by Heidelberg 
Laboratories based in Ohio.

Water testing kits may be 
obtained Aug. 22-26 at the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
office. The water sample 
should be taken on Aug. 29 
and be returned to the Farm 
Bureau office the same day.

Cost of the testing is $85, 
payable to Heidelberg Labs, 
when acquiring a kit at the 
Farm Bureau office. ■

Defensive Driving Course for seniors 
A Defensive Driving Course is being offered to persons 55 years and over on 

Wednesday, Oct. 12 and Thursday, Oct. 13 at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. 
The two-day course is being sponsored by DeKalb County Farm Bureau, 

DeKalb County COUNTRY® Financial agency and Representative Bob 
Pritchard.

The course runs from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day at the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Building. Participants must attend both sessions in order to be certified 
and also receive a discount on their automobile insurance. 

The classes will be presented by accredited instructor Doug Sommer, also a 
member of the National Safety Council.

There is a $20 per person fee to participate. To register, contact the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361. 

Those 55 and over who complete the two-day class will receive a certificate 
which can be taken to their insurance agent for a discount on their automobile 
insurance. COUNTRY Financial offers a discount to those seniors who 
complete this course. ■
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Ag Literacy

Kids fluttering back to school? Here are some 
monarch butterfly resources educators can use 
to capture the interest of distracted students 
fresh from summer break.

Build A  
Touch-And-Feel Book
“On an Illinois farm, a little egg 
lay on a leaf.” So starts the story 
of a very hungry Illinois caterpillar, 
who eats his way through a 
week’s worth of crops grown on 
Illinois farms. Students learn about 
milkweed and monarchs, and also 
about Illinois crops like field corn, 
pumpkins, and horseradish. (And 

yes, students will learn that real monarchs don’t eat crops!)

Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom developed this hands-on activity 
based on the book “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” by Eric Carle. Contact 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau for a how-to guide and all the supplies 
needed to make this touch-and-feel book with your students.

Monarch Facts
• Monarch larvae, or caterpillars, rely on milkweed species 

as their only source of food. Monarch butterflies lay their eggs 
on milkweed so that the caterpillars have an immediate food 
source when they hatch.

• A butterfly emerges from a chrysalis, not a cocoon. The 
chrysalis is the butterfly pupa, or hard shell which appears after 
the caterpillar sheds its last skin and before it becomes an adult 
butterfly. A cocoon is a silk enclosure spun by moths before 
they transform into a pupa. 

• Like other butterflies, monarchs feed on the nectar. As they travel from 
flower to flower to feed, they inadvertently spread pollen. This behavior 
makes butterflies important pollinators.

• Like all butterflies, monarchs taste with their feet.
• One way to tell the difference between male 

and female monarch butterflies is to examine their 
wings. Male monarchs have a black spot on a vein 
on each of their hind wings. Also, the veins of a 
female monarch’s wings look thicker than those of a 
male.

• According to the Monarch Watch website, mid-
September should be the time of peak monarch 
abundance in northern Illinois due to the fall 
migration. Exact timing is dependent on weather 
patterns.

Make Origami 
Butterflies
Origami is fun for children 
and adults. Plus, it can be 
used to improve fine motor 
and spatial visualization 
skills, discuss fractions, and 
introduce geometry concepts. 
Instructions and video 
tutorials ranging from simple 
to intricate are easy to find 
online. ►
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Ag Literacy

Read About 
Pollinators
This 4-page reader from 
Illinois Ag in the Classroom 
is packed full of facts about 
bees, butterflies, and other 
pollinators. Teachers can 
download the reader and 
accompanying learning 
assessment tool at www.
agintheclassroom.org.

Read A Book
“Velma Gratch & the Way Cool 
Butterfly” by Alan Madison tells 
the story of a first-grader who is 
always outshined by her older 
sisters until a fateful encounter 
with a monarch butterfly helps 
her get noticed.

Learn More Online
The following sites provide facts and  
resources for educators and citizens  
interested in being involved in monarch  
recovery. Butterfly gardening, larva monitoring, monarch waystations, 
tracking monarch migration, and using monarchs in the classroom 
are just a few of the topics covered.

Monarch Joint Venture – www.monarchjointventure.org
Monarch Lab – monarchlab.org 
Monarch Watch – www.monarchwatch.org 
Journey North – www.learner.org/jnorth/monarch/ 

Maximizing crop production means minimizing weeds, which steal water 
and nutrients from crop plants. Farmers primarily control weeds in two 
ways: mechanically, using tillage or chemically, with herbicides. Because 
tillage means increased erosion, added fuel use, and increased emissions, 
many farmers use herbicides.

Over time, safer and more effective herbicides like glyphosate (Roundup) 
have replaced older, more hazardous products. Combined with herbicide-
resistant crops, these herbicides allow farmers to eliminate weeds and 
protect yields while preventing erosion and herbicide runoff. 

While milkweed is critical to the survival of monarchs, milkweed in a 
farm field is unfortunately just that—a weed. Like the destruction of natural 
areas to build roads and buildings, this is a stark example of a tradeoff we 
make in order to benefit humans. 

Farmers, government agencies, and even herbicide manufacturers 
recognize this tradeoff. With help from government programs such as the 
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), farmers are restoring native 
wetland and prairie habitat. Companies like Syngenta and Monsanto are 

also partnering with conservation 
organizations and universities to create 
habitat and conduct research on ways 
to better protect butterflies and other 
pollinators. 

Combined with the efforts of 
dedicated individuals and organizations, 
the agriculture industry has an 
important role to play in monarch 
conservation. ■
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Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordinator. 
Follow her Stray Kernels blog at www.
straykernels.wordpress.com. 

Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

Waste not?
The crisper drawer in my refrigerator is mislabeled. It reads “Fruits and 

Vegetables” on the front, but it should say, “Abandon all hope, ye who enter 
here.” In our household, there ain’t nothin coming out of there alive, or shall I 
say, edible. 

The other evening, in a burst of unexpected ambition, I decided to clean out the 
fridge. There was a little bit of room left in the dishwasher, and I recalled seeing 
a couple containers of leftovers of dubious vintage in the refrigerator. If I threw 
those leftovers away, I reasoned, there was just enough room in the dishwasher 
for the empty containers. 

Several smelly containers and a bottle of moldy apple juice later, I was still 
feeling energetic and decided to tackle the crisper drawer. I knew there was a 
package of aged celery in there that was probably ready to hit the compost pile. 
I pulled open the drawer and was abruptly faced with several weeks of good 
intentions gone horribly wrong. 

There were two packages of baby Portabella mushrooms, one still unopened, 
both exhibiting impressive growths of furry white mold. (Reflect on that for a 
moment: fungus, growing on another fungus.) I had purchased them on sale 
with the vague idea of using some in omelets and the rest for an as-yet-to-be 
discovered recipe on Pinterest.

There was a shriveled orange still in its woven nylon bag, and no fewer than 
four plastic produce bags containing two to four wrinkled apples each. There was 
a half a bag of sprouting baby carrots. There was a large green pepper turning 
grayish and pitted with age (also intended for the omelets I never made).

There were several restaurant-issued, single-serve condiment pouches. (Why 
these were in the crisper drawer, I have no idea.) The unopened package of celery 
I had first thought of was there, the stalk ends turning yellowish-brown.

And on the very bottom of the drawer, partially flattened under apples and 
oozing a greenish, pinkish, brownish slime, was another produce bag containing 
something I could neither recall nor identify. Yuck!

I hate wasting anything, especially food. I hate having wasted the money spent 
purchasing it, and I hate that while others go hungry, food is going uneaten in my 
fridge due to my bad planning. 

Recently, my food waste frustration intensified when I joined a Facebook 
group called My Job Depends on Ag. Founded by farmers in California, many of 
the group’s members are produce growers. Now my social media feed includes 
glimpses into the work of growing, picking, packing, processing, and shipping 
products like cherries, watermelons, or tomatoes. 

It’s one thing to know that growing food is challenging and labor-intensive. It’s 
quite another to actually see it happening. I find it humbling to see the passion 
that farmers, farmworkers, truckers, and others have for their work to bring us 
food. Now, when a half-eaten bag of sweet cherries goes bad in my refrigerator, 
I am ashamed. I’ve seen the labor, time, energy, and resources that went into 
getting those cherries into my hands, and I feel like I’ve squandered it.

According to the USDA Economic Research Service, “In the United States, 
31 percent—or 133 billion pounds—of the 430 billion pounds of the available 

food supply at the retail and consumer 
levels in 2010 went uneaten.” That’s 
nearly a third of our food! And the 
lion’s share of that—21 percent—
happens at the consumer level. Yikes, 
that’s me. Me, my slimy forgotten 
carrots, and that leaky can of tomato 
sauce that expired seven years before 
my daughter was born.

Food waste is obviously a bigger 
issue than what happens in the far 
reaches of my refrigerator. But I 
can be a part of the solution. We all 
can. 

For my part, I plan to try these 
things: 1) have specific meals planned 
before deciding what groceries to buy, 
2) take inventory of what is already 
in the fridge, freezer, and cabinets 
and use those items first, 3) buy less 
than what I think we need, and 4) stop 
purchasing perishable items with only 
vague ideas of how I might use them.

I need to clean out the freezer. Does 
anyone have a recipe for freezer-burnt 
fish? ■
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Share Your Snaps is a 
themed, seasonal photo 
competition that allows 
you to snap, share and  
send your favorite photos 
to the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau. 

These photos will be 
posted on our Facebook 
page weekly. The photo 
that has the most “likes” 
will be published in the 
following Connections 
magazine.

This season’s 
theme is:  

Fall

The last day of this 
contest is Nov. 1st. Watch 
for the winning photo in 
the November issue of 
Connections magazine!

Share Your Snaps
Here is what you need to do...

1. Photo contest is 
open to local, amateur 
photographers.

2. Take 
photographs that 
capture the season! 
Examples include 
falling leaves, harvest, 
pumpkins, back-to-
school activities, fall 
landscapes and more.

3. Make sure 
your camera or 
Smartphone is set 
to the highest resolution for quality and your photo is sent at its original size. The 
submitted photo must be the photographer’s original work.

4. Email your pictures to aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief  
description of the photo and the story behind it.

5. Log on to Facebook and follow the DeKalb County Farm Bureau page at  
www.facebook.com/DeKalbCountyFarmBureau.

6. Watch for your pictures to be posted on the Facebook page.
7. Click “like” on the photo you enjoy most, and share it with family and friends.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Photo Contest

“Big Rig in Winter”
Photo by 

Mandy Baenziger “Best Friends”
Photo by  

Nicole Jonutz

“Cloudy on  
Country Roads”

Photo by 
Christy Olmstead

“Motherly Love”
Photo by 

Cassandra Campbell

Winning Snaps

Contestants agree that the final judgment as to all matters of the contest and interpretation of contest rules are at the sole discretion 
of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. 



~ Lake Geneva Fall Cruise ~
See the beauty of the fall 
foliage along the shoreline of 
Lake Geneva during peak color 
season.

Join Farm Bureau in a scenic 
full lake tour of Lake Geneva on 
Tuesday, Oct. 11. While cruising 
along the 20-plus mile shoreline 
you will see many historic estates, 
the Yerkes Observatory, Fontana, 
Williams Bay and the City of Lake 
Geneva. 

Along with the lake cruise, 
enjoy a delicious lunch at Popeye’s 
restaurant with choices between 
one-quarter chicken with rice and 
vegetables or pulled pork with 
mashed potatoes and vegetables. 
Lunch also includes a garden salad, a 
chocolate chip cookie and beverage.

Following lunch and the cruise, 
the tour features a stop at Pesche’s 
Greenhouse, filled with a large 
assortment of plants and flowers and 
a lovely gift shop.

The cost of this day tour package is 
$68 for members, $78 for guests. The 
cost includes the Lake Geneva cruise, 
lunch, motor coach transportation, 
and a stop at Pesche’s Greenhouse. 
Tax and tips are included. 

The motor coach will depart from 

the Farm Bureau building at 9:30 a.m. 
and return approximately 6 p.m.

To register for this day tour 
please contact the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361. 
A limited number of spaces are 
available. ■

It’s your last chance to register for 
the Covered Bridges Tour!

DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
and American Classic Tours have 
arranged a fall tour, Oct. 19-21, for 

Covered Bridges Tour in October
Farm Bureau members to Brown 
County, Indiana and the Covered 
Bridges of Parke County. 

Highlights include: Covered 
bridges in Parke County, Ind; a 
guided tour through the hills and 

valleys of Indiana’s largest state 
park, Brown County State Park; a 
visit to T.C. Steele state historic site; 
a stop at the historic town square 
of Nashville, Ind. with over 300 
specialty shops; Gobbler’s Knob 
General Store in Parke County and 
Turkey Run State Park; Hardy’s 
Reindeer Ranch in Rantoul, Ill.

Also included are: hotel 
accommodations for two nights at 
Brown County Inn in Nashville, Ind; 
six meals; tours, admission charges 
and a show; trip insurance; all taxes 
and gratuities; luggage handling; and 
tour director. 

Cost of the tour is $898 per person 
double occupancy; $998 single 
occupancy. To register for this tour 
stop by the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau office.  Registration closes 
Aug. 31. ■

Trips
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Henry Ford was an entrepreneur 
and inventor of the assembly 
line. He was inspired by Thomas 
Edison to continue working on the 
development of the engine.

But there was more to Henry 
Ford than the automobile industry. 
Ford hoped to be as big a success in 
politics as he was at running the Ford 
Motor Company. 

Terry Lynch portrays Henry Ford 
on Sept. 12 at Farm Bureau.

Join Farm Bureau for a fine lunch and Christmas 
concert at the magnificent Sanfilippo Estate in 
December.

Farm Bureau has reserved seating for lunch in the 
beautiful Carousel Pavilion, followed by a holiday 
concert in the Sanfilippo residence. The concert will 
feature organist Dave Wickerham on the mighty 
Sanfilippo Wurlitzer Theater Organ. Then see the 
antique music machines throughout the estate 
located in Barrington.

Resservations will be accepted beginning Monday, 
Oct. 3 in conjunction with the Prime Timers 
luncheon. After the luncheon, reservations will be 
taken at the Farm Bureau office. The cost of this day 
tour is $107 for members, $117 for guests. ■

Looking back at Henry Ford
Programs & Trips

The Drift Away band is back by popular demand!
Kevin Miller and Brien Prenevost return to Farm Bureau Prime Timers for a 

musical performance on Monday, Oct. 3. 
Miller and Prenevost have been entertaining audiences since their first sock 

hop in the sixth grade. Both are founding members of The Hometown Band, a 
Chicago area band, and make up the dynamic duo for the Drift Away Band.

They perform a wide variety of popular rock oldies, jazz, and country music. 
From Jimmy Buffet to Bob Seger, to Jason Mraz and Michael Buble’, they 
perform in an acoustical style unlike anything you’ve ever heard. 

Farm Bureau members 55+ years are welcome to attend the Prime Timers 
program and luncheon which precedes the program. Lunch is served at noon 
and the program gets underway at 1 p.m.

Lunch fee is $7, payable in advance by Sept. 27 at the Farm Bureau office. ■

The Drift Away Band featuring Brien 
Prenevost and Kevin Miller will perform 
Oct. 3 at Farm Bureau.

Drift Away  
returns to Farm Bureau

Terry Lynch, actor and historian, 
will portray Henry Ford at the Sept. 
12 Prime Timers program. Ford’s life 
and accomplishments will be told 
through anecdotes and first person 
experiences.

Prime Timers may register now 
for the September program and 
luncheon. Lunch fee is $7, payable 
by Sept. 6.  Prime Timers is open to 
Farm Bureau members 55+ years.

For more information, contact the 
Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361. ■

Sanfilippo Christmas Concert coming in December
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The Frederick-Scobee Family gathered at 
their farmstead for a special celebration of 
the 150-year designation of their DeKalb 
farm. Shown are: (front row, from left) Sherri 
Frederick, Mike Farina, Teri (Griswold) 
Farina, Ben Griswold, (second row) Linda 
(Gibson) Frederick, Linda (Frederick) 
Scobee, Rick Scobee, Rep. Bob Pritchard, 
(third row) Roger Frederick, David Frederick, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Sesquicentennial Farm Celebration

Jerry Sanderson (right) shares farm history with family 
members (from left) Mike Farina, Linda (Frederick) Scobee 
and Roger Frederick. Jerry farms the Frederick-Scobbe 
sesquicentennial farm.

150 Years of the Frederick-Scobbe Farm
The Frederick-Scobee families recently visited their DeKalb 

farm to celebrate its designation as a Sesquicentennial Farm. 
Fifty years ago their parents, Paul and Betty Frederick, had 
filed for its Centennial status with the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture.

The Sesquicentennial farm is located on Rich Road, northwest 
of DeKalb, where Jerry and Linda Sanderson reside. The 
Sandersons have lived on the Frederick farm their entire 58 years 
of marriage and raised their family there. Jerry has farmed the 
160-acre farm for as many years.

The family farm dates back to 1850 with family ownership 
by the Hoyts, Griswolds and Fredericks. Current owners are the 
fifth generation – Roger E. Frederick of Bloomington, Linda 
(Frederick) Scobee of North Barrington, and David A. Frederick 
of Island Lake. 

“We hope we can continue to keep the farm in the family for 
many, many more years,” said Linda Scobee. She continued 
by stating that their family has a “special relationship with the 
Sandersons” – who maintain the farmstead and raise corn and 
soybeans on their land. 

The day-long celebration included a special Sesquicentennial presentation by 
State Rep. Bob Pritchard, farm tours, a visit to the local cemetery where family 

members were buried, sharing farm 
stories and family history, a farm-
style lunch in the old barn built by 
Bert Griswold, tractor rides, and a 
chance to sit on the back porch, all 
arranged by the Sanderson families.

“It was a trip down memory lane 
for us,” said Scobee. “Jerry gave us 
all wooden pegs from the old barn 
on our farm (and old photos of the 
farmstead). Our children enjoyed 
looking out the same window in the 
farmhouse that their grandmother 
once looked out. It was such a 
wonderful time!” 

In attendance were Uncle Ben 
Griswold, 95, who lived on the farm 
before the Sandersons, the Frederick-
Scobee owners, and about 30 other 
family members, the youngest being 
the seventh generation. ■

Sesquicentennial Farm CelebrationSesquicentennial Farm CelebrationSesquicentennial Farm CelebrationSesquicentennial Farm CelebrationSesquicentennial Farm CelebrationSesquicentennial Farm CelebrationSesquicentennial Farm CelebrationSesquicentennial Farm Celebration
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Did you know we have been enjoying seedless watermelons for more than 
50 years? How do you get seedless watermelons, though? Dr. Kevin Folta, 
professor and chairman at the University of Florida, explains how one of 
our favorite summer treats came to be. Spoiler alert: It’s not through genetic 
modification!

Spittin’ Seeds? 
Not with Seedless Watermelons

What is the process for breeding 
seedless watermelons?

Dr. Folta: “Breeding seedless 
watermelons requires a genetic cross, 
transferring the pollen from one type of 
watermelon to another. Here’s the trick 
– in plants, polyploids are common. 
Polyploids are defined as organisms 
that contain many more than the normal 
number of chromosomes. In plants, it 
is common to find instances where the 
chromosomes have doubled, meaning 
two sets from the female and two sets 
from the male, four sets all together. The 
extra genetic material is not a problem 
and in many cases it helps create larger 
fruits with better quality.

“Now imagine if you cross a 
polyploid watermelon (two sets of 
chromosomes from the female) with 
a diploid (one set from the male). The 
resulting offspring will be triploid (one 
too many chromosome sets). This odd 
set of chromosomes is tough for a plant 
cell to understand, and so the cells don’t 
develop, and the seeds are not viable.

“You see many examples of odd 
chromosome numbers leading to 
seedless varieties: bananas, some apples 
and certain citrus varieties.”
Are there different varieties of 
seedless watermelons?

Dr. Folta: “Yes, there are many.”
Is there a difference in texture or 

taste between seedless and seeded 
watermelons?

Dr. Folta: “There shouldn’t be very 
much. Any differences are more likely 
due to genetic 
differences 
between different 
varieties rather 
than the extra 
chromosomes.” ■
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Scott Pumroy has served as the DeKalb County 
SWCD treasurer for 20 years. He was recently 
recognized for his dedication and service to the 
county SWCD at its recent board meeting held in 
August. Pumroy is a farm manager with the First 
Midwest bank in Sycamore.

SWCD Directors are elected public officials 
that are responsible for the management of 
natural resources within their district. There 
are 97 districts in the State of Illinois and each 
district is overseen by five elected directors. 
Current SWCD directors in DeKalb County 
include: John Begun, Paul Kuhn, Scott Pumroy, 
Lynn Martz and Dan Kenney. ■

Soil Health Field Day for farmers
DeKalb County farmers interested in adopting 

progressive agricultural practices to improve the 
health of their soil can learn from their peers at 
a Soil Health Field Day.  The Field Day is being 
held at the John Begun farm near Kirkland on 
Wednesday, Sept. 7 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The Soil Health Partnership will showcase how changing nutrient management and 
tillage strategies, along with cover crop adoption, can create lasting economic and 
environmental benefits.

Featured topics at the Field Day include: cover crop management and machinery 
set-up; conservation tillage methods; advanced nutrient management; a soil pit to 
observe cover crop root growth and soil properties; an update to water quality news. ►

Center for  
Agriculture News

SWCD Directors honored
Richard Bend was recently 

recognized at the 68th 
Association of Illinois Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts 
(SWCD) Annual Meeting 
and Illinois Land and Water 
Resources Conference in 
Springfield for 50 years of 
service to the DeKalb County 
SWCD. 

Bend started as an associate 
board member in 1966 before 
becoming a director. He 
served 30 years as a director 
and held several officer 
positions including chairman. 
He has also served as the 
secretary/treasurer on the state 
association board. Bend is a 
farmer from Shabbona.  

Richard Bend was honored for 50 years 
of service to SWCD.
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compliance provisions and cannot 
participate in the Livestock Gross 
Margin Dairy Insurance Program.

For more information, visit FSA 
online at www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy or 
stop by the local FSA office to learn 
more about the Margin Protection 
Program. ■

FSA Online Hay/Grazing 
Acres Locator Tool

FSA’s Hay Net website www.fsa.
usda.gov/haynet  is the “go to” online 
resource for agricultural producers 
to list information concerning the 
need for hay and grazing acres or the 
availability of hay and grazing acres. 

If, due to extenuating circumstances, 
producers are in need of hay and/or 
grazing acres to support livestock, 
please use Hay Net to post an 
advertisement seeking these resources. 
Likewise, landowners who have hay 
and/or grazing acres available for 
livestock producers should post a Hay 
Net advertisement as well.

Hay Net is brought to you by FSA 
as a public service. The sole purpose 
of this online resource is to provide a 
site for the exchange of information. 
FSA does not endorse, guarantee, or 
otherwise make representations of any 
kind regarding any user of this site and 
FSA is not responsible for defining the 
terms of grazing agreements or lease 
contracts. 

For more information about Hay Net 
and other FSA services and programs, 
please contact the local FSA office. ■

Milk Protection Program for dairy farmers
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) in Illinois 

announces that dairy producers can now enroll for 2017 
coverage in the Margin Protection Program for Dairy (MPP-
Dairy). 

The voluntary program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides 
financial assistance to participating dairy producers when the margin – the 
difference between the price of milk and feed costs – falls below the coverage 
level selected by the producer. 

The Margin Protection Program gives participating dairy producers the 
flexibility to select coverage levels best suited for their operation. Enrollment 
began July 1 and ends on Sept. 30, 2016, for coverage in calendar year 2017. 
Participating farmers will remain in the program through 2018 and pay a 
minimum $100 administrative fee each year. Producers have the option of 
selecting a different coverage level during open enrollment each year.    

USDA has a web tool to help producers determine the level of coverage 
under the Margin Protection Program that will provide them with the 
strongest safety net under a variety of conditions. The online resource, 
available at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy farmers to quickly and 
easily combine unique operation data and other key variables to calculate 
their coverage needs based on price projections. Producers can also review 
historical data or estimate future coverage needs, based on data projections. 
The secure site can be accessed via computer, Smartphone or tablet 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. 

To complete enrollment, producers must make coverage elections during the 
enrollment period and pay the annual $100 administrative fee that provides 
basic catastrophic protection that covers 90 percent of milk production at a $4 
margin coverage level. For additional premiums, operations can protect 25 to 
90 percent of production history with margin coverage levels from $4.50 to 
$8, in 50 cent increments. 

Once enrolled, dairy operations are required to participate through 2018 by 
making coverage elections each year. Producers can mail the appropriate form 
to the producer’s administrative county FSA office, along with applicable fees 
without necessitating a trip to the local FSA office. If electing higher coverage 
for 2017, dairy producers can either pay the premium in full at the time of 
enrollment or pay 100 percent of the premium by Sept. 1, 2017. Premium fees 
may be paid directly to FSA or producers can work with their milk handlers to 
remit premiums on their behalf.

Dairy operations enrolling in the new program must meet conservation 

You can register at www.
soilhealthpartnership.org or 
contact the DeKalb County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
at 815-756-3234 x 3. There is no 
cost to attend this event and lunch 
will be provided.

The Begun farm is located at 
34256 Pearl Street about one mile 
north of State Route 72. ■

Test your farm’s water for nitrates
Testing your tile, ditch or stream water for nitrates is an important part of 

your conservation efforts on your farm. 
The DeKalb County SWCD office has established dates for testing farm 

water. Farmers may bring in water samples on Tuesdays – Aug. 23, Aug. 30, 
Sept. 20, Sept. 27, Oct. 18 and Oct. 25, from 9 to 11 a.m. on these days. 

Water samples need to be at least eight ounces. Test results will be 
confidential.

This free water testing program is designed to engage farmers in the nutrient 
and water quality issues facing agriculture by providing information on possible 
nutrient losses from farming. 

For more information contact Dean Johnson at 815-756-3234, extension 3, at 
the SWCD office. ■

Soil Health Field  
Day for farmers continued



40     Connections

Barbed Wire Pioneers, an award-
winning documentary, will return to 
the Egyptian Theater on Sept. 22.

The DeKalb Area Agricultural 
Heritage Association (DAAHA) will 
be sponsoring the 18th anniversary 
screening of Barbed Wire Pioneers, 
an award-winning documentary 
directed by NIU professor Jeff 
Chown.  

This film still stands as a definitive 
narrative of Isaac Ellwood, Joseph 
Glidden, and Jacob Haish’s 
contributions to the invention that 
shaped the American West. The 
documentary tells how these men’s 
efforts brought NIU to DeKalb, 
spurred continued agricultural 
innovation in our area, and brought 
our county into the modern era 
through their generous contributions 
and progressive influence.  

Barbed Wire Pioneers 
documentary shown

DAAHA board member David 
Barrow notes that the film will 
expose a new generation of residents 
to this seminal story about the 
development of their community.  

“DAAHA financed the remastering 
of the film in DVD form, which will 
make it available for area teachers 
and students, but there’s nothing 
like sitting with an audience and 
seeing history unfold on the big 
screen.  Everyone assumes that the 
story of the Barbed Wire Pioneers 
is something you know about if 
you come from this area, but the 
film contains information that most 
people don’t know about these 
men. It’s really an inspiring story, 
and it fits perfectly with DAAHA’s 
mission of cultivating agricultural 
innovators.”

“In many ways, the DeKalb area 
is the ‘Silicon Valley’ of agricultural 
innovation,” Barrow continues. “This 
film reminds us of DeKalb’s unique 
history and the legacy that continues 
to define our place in the world as 
leaders in the field of agriculture.”

The documentary will be screened 
at 6:30 p.m. on Sept. 22 at the 

Wild with Words
Russell Woods Forest Preserve 

(National Resource Education 
Center) in Genoa will be the location 
for a monthly Wild With Words 
(WWW) writing group.

WWW is an easy to learn, playful, 
inexpensive, and portable adventure. 
Come to the writing table in the 
beautiful setting at Russell Woods 
Forest Preserve. Monthly and 
periodic writers are welcome.

WWW is the third Sunday of the 
month from 2 to 3:30 p.m. Upcoming 
sessions are: Aug. 21, Sept. 18, Oct. 
16, Nov. 20 and Dec. 18. 

Martha Brunell has been 
facilitating WWW groups for 15 
years. Peggy Doty, University of 
Illinois Extension, will be your host.

The Fee is $15 per session. Please 
call NREC at 815-784-2000 to 
reserve your spot. ■

Community

Egyptian Theater.  General admission 
is $10. Students and teachers with an 
ID will be admitted free, and teachers 
will receive a free copy of the DVD 
version of the film for use in their 
classrooms. Copies of the DVD will 
be available for $15 to the general 
public, and DAAHA membership 
will be offered at the special price of 
$25.  

Professor Chown, and Brian 
Reis, director of the Ellwood House 
Museum, and Rob Glover, director 
of the Glidden Homestead, will 
participate in a panel discussion 
following the film.  

Check the DAAHA website: 
www.daaha.org for on line ticket 
purchases, or purchase tickets at the 
Egyptian Theater on the night of the 
event. ■

Northern IL  
Berry School
Learn about all kinds of berries at  
the Northern Illinois Berry School.

The University of Illinois Extension 
will be offering the Northern Illinois 
Berry School on Monday, Oct. 10 from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Ogle County 
Extension Office, Oregon.

This program is for new growers raising strawberries, raspberries, 
blueberries and blackberries.

Extension Educator Candice Miller will present the following topics: 
Beginning Your Small Fruit Operation, Successful Seasonal Management 
and Strategies, and Keeping the Pests Away.

To register go online: http://web.extension.illinois.edu/bdo or call 815-
732-2191. Registration fee is $15. ■



As an FS crop specialist, I stand behind every bag of seed I sell. 
That’s because I’m more than a salesman. I’m trained, certified, 
and completely dedicated to your success. My job is to work with 
growers to ensure their acreage performs like never before.

Ready for increased yields on your ground? ASK ME HOW.

QUESTIONS.  
CHANCES ARE YOUR 
ACREAGE YIELDS 
PLENTY OF THEM.
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Malta Nick Lapacek 219-816-0073

Waterman Paul Pecharich 815-509-5234

Waterman Justin Wassmann 815-739-8224

Marengo Tyler Richolson 815-222-8906

Marengo Pat Roach 815-739-9162
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