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From Our 
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Yours...
Happy 
Holidays!

Wishing you a joyous holiday season and a 
New Year filled with happiness.
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On the cover:  
“The Steeple” by John Sloane

From Our  
Family To Yours

Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year!

The Tuttles
Mark & Chris,  

Paula, Erik, Nelsen,  
Katie and Elaine



Find	the	pine		
cone	and	win!

Let’s see if you can find the pine 
cone (resembling the one above) in 
this month’s issue of our magazine 
and be eligible to win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-
756-6361, by Dec. 31 for your chance 
to win. 

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact de-
scription of the location of the kernel 
on that page. You will also need to 
include your name, address and phone 
number in the email.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn 
to receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the kernel 
contest was Dorothy Weaver of Clare. 
The corn kernel was hidden on  
page 17 in the book donation  
photo (far right center).
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Calendar
December

Dec. 24-25 
Christmas Holiday 

Farm Bureau Office closed

January
Jan. 1 

New Year’s Holiday 
Farm Bureau Office closed

Jan. 4 
Tropical Music -  

A Steel Drum Performance 
By Todd Donnelly 

Prime Timers Program 
12-Noon 

$6, RSVP by Dec. 29 

Jan. 10-13 
American Farm Bureau 

Annual Meeting 
Orlando, FL

Jan. 13-14 
Northern Illinois Farm Show 

NIU Convocation Center, DeKalb 
Jan. 13, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Jan. 14, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Jan. 27 
Ag Seminar 

First National Bank 
9:45 a.m. - 3 p.m.

February
Feb. 1 

Sycamore High School Jazz Band 
Prime Timers Program 

12-Noon 
$7, RSVP by Jan. 26

Feb. 10 
Legends in Concert 

Fireside Theater, Ft. Atkinson, WI 
9 a.m. Departure 

$95 members, $105 non-members

Meetings held at the Center for  
Agriculture unless otherwise  
noted.  For most meeting  
reservations contact the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau  office,  
815-756-6361.

Follow us!

facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

Instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

twitter.com/DCFBureau

Send magazine comments to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

It’s	a	Wonderful	Life!
One of my favorite Christmas films is “It’s a 

Wonderful Life”. My family will attest that I watch 
this classic two or three times during the holidays. 
They also know I like wholesome, sappy, happily-
ever-after movies (including those on the Hallmark 
channel). 

In “It’s a Wonderful Life”, George Bailey (Jimmy 
Stewart) has given up his dreams to help others and 
when things go awry he wishes he had never been 
born. His guardian angel, Clarence, is sent to earth 

to make his wish come true. In time, George realizes he did make a difference in the 
lives of many people in Bedford Falls - family, friends, neighbors, people throughout the 
community – who counted on him for making their lives better.

The film has a happy ending. George’s brother reminds him “he’s the richest man in 
town.” In the final scene a bell on the Christmas tree rings and Zuzu says, “Every time 
you hear a bell ring an angel gets his wings.” And of course Clarence gets his wings!

During the holiday season this film reminds us to be mindful of all that we have on the 
farm and in the city, but most importantly that we are surrounded by good people who 
make a difference in our lives. Clarence’s final message for George is: “Remember, no 
man is a failure who has friends.”  

Merry Christmas, Farm Bureau Friends! ■
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The Poinsettia is a native plant of 
Mexico. Poinsettias were named in 
honor of Joel Roberts Poinsett, who 
introduced the plant into the United 
States in 1828. Poinsett was a botanist, 
physician and the first U.S. ambassador 
to Mexico. He sent cuttings of the plant 
he had discovered in Southern Mexico 
to his home in Charleston, South 
Carolina. 

Source: University of Illinois Extension Master Gardeners

California is the top U.S. Poinsettia producing state.  
But did you know that DeKalb County grows Poinsettias 
too? Four local FFA chapters purchase rooted cuttings of 
Poinsettias from a supplier in Granville, IL and grow them 
for 10 weeks in their school greenhouses.

About	450	Poinsettias are grown in DeKalb, 
Hiawatha, Hinckley-Big Rock and Genoa-Kingston High 
School greenhouses. Additionally, local greenhouses and 
florists grow and supply poinsettias throughout the area.

No flower says  
Christmas like the 
beautiful Poinsettia. 
There are more than 
100 varieties of  
Poinsettias available 
today. The holiday  
plant comes in colors 
like traditional red, 
white, pink, burgundy, 
marbled and speckled.
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Growing Poinsettias
When DeKalb High School gets 
their shipment of small Poinsettia 
plants in the fall they don’t look like 
your typical holiday plants. But 10 
weeks later they are in full bloom 
with their showy, colorful leaves. 

“It’s nice to see the plants change 
colors,” said Nick Roach, a senior at 
DeKalb High School (DHS). “The 
plants go from being all green to reds, 
whites, pinks and marbled Poinsettias.”

Students Nick Roach and Randy 
Hudsepth monitor the growing Poin-
settias in their role as student aides and 

greenhouse managers. They 
regularly check the healthi-
ness of each plant, monitor 
any insect infestations, and make sure each has adequate water. 

Raising Poinsettias is part of the DHS horticulture class curriculum 
under the supervision and instruction of teacher Mrs. Sarah Peterson. “By 
raising Poinsettias, students get to see the full circle of the horticulture 
industry.  
They are involved in everything from growing the crop, fertilization, 
pest control, and environmental control to marketing and sales,” said 
Peterson. “This helps them understand the various components and 
potential careers within the horticulture industry.”

“Students learn about Poinsettia growth and science concepts such as  
photoperiodism and general plant care,” Peterson said. “For some 
students this is the first plant they have ever cared for so it is very  
eye-opening and exciting for the students.” ►

Local	high	school	greenhouses	
grow	and	sell	Poinsettias

Students Randy Hudspeth and Nick Roach check Poinsettias growing in 
the DeKalb High School greenhouse. As members of the horticulture class, 
they grow about 100 Poinsettias in the school’s greenhouse. 
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Each of the horticulture students 
is responsible for four plants which 
means students check on their plants 
daily to make sure they are growing 
well. What helps students with their 
plant care is the well-designed and 
modern greenhouse with automatic 
climate controls and an automated 
watering system. 

Inside the DHS greenhouse, 
students grow about 100 Poinset-
tias in assorted colors and two sizes 
–  smaller ones in 6.5 inch pots and 
larger ones in 8 inch pots. Then in 
early December horticulture students 
take home a plant and the remaining 
plants are sold mostly to high school 

staff. Profits from Poinsettia sales go towards the purchase of next year’s  
plants and for agricultural class expenses. 

DHS students enjoy the hands-on experiences in horticulture, explains 
Randy Hudsepth. Besides raising Poinsettias, the students grow bedding plants 
in the spring. The greenhouse is also used to raise bass fish during the winter 
months for stocking ponds.

Another hands-on horticulture experience for students is the floral design 
class where students make a variety of floral arrangements. For example, 
before thanksgiving students created centerpieces and prior to Christmas 
students made evergreen wreaths. For the wreaths, Mrs. Peterson gathered 

greens from pines, spruces, junipers and 
boxwoods from local farms.

Siblings Trevor and Jessica Yaeger were 
both making evergreen wreaths in the 
DHS horticulture classroom. Trevor was 
hoping his “would be better” as the family 
centerpiece or for hanging on the Yaeger 
front door. Jessica said, “It’s just a lot of 
fun and a new experience working with 
pine needles.”

Peterson believes the students’ experi-
ences in horticulture class may lead to an 
interest in the field of horticulture. “There 
are several students that are interested in 
pursuing careers or continued education in 
horticulture or would like to gain employ-
ment in the horticulture industry,” she said. 
“Many students are also interested in agri-
cultural business.” ■

DeKalb High School FFA Officers Trisha Roser, sentinel, Nick Roach, president,  
Olivia Willrett, secretary, and Randy Hudspeth, treasurer, help with growing and  
selling Poinsettias. 

Making evergreen wreaths is another horticulture classroom project at DeKalb 
High School.  Here Will Challand and Trevor Yaeger assemble wreaths under the 
watchful eye of teacher Mrs. Sarah Peterson.

“By raising Poinsettias, students 
get to see the full circle of the 
horticulture industry. They are 
involved in everything from 
growing the crop, fertilization, 
pest control, and environmental 
control to marketing and sales.” 

Mrs. Sarah Peterson 
DeKalb High School  

Horticulture & Ag Teacher
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Larisa Willrett, Malta Farm Woman

Ho!	Ho!	Ho-Hum!

Manny and Larisa wish you Happy Holidays.

Larisa Willrett is a farm woman 
and mother of three.  She and her 
husband farm and feed cattle in 
rural Malta.

Happy Holidays! Merry Christmas! 
Happy New Year! All heartfelt senti-
ments to be sure, and yet some days 
it seems like only a pipe dream. 
Occasionally the true “magic of 
the season” is making it through 
the holidays without committing a 
felony. For me, the devil is in the 
details. 

Decorating can be a drag. 
While I love pine covered mantles, 
a brightly lit tree and evergreen-
scented candles scattered through-
out the house, it’s a struggle getting 
motivated to crawl through the attic 
and cart down the numerous bins 
and boxes containing my seasonal 
décor. I try to do it in stages, so as 
not to overwhelm my Scrooge self 
– treating myself to a few games of 
Candy Crush or, if it’s late enough in 
the day, a glass of wine, after a few 
hours of decorating. Only once did I 
attempt to assist with the hanging of 
outdoor lights until it quickly became 
apparent my supervision wasn’t 
needed or appreciated.

I am NOT a shopper. Making 
my weekly grocery store run is a 
stretch. I respect my friends who are 
recreational shoppers, thriving on 
the festive masses of humanity at 
the mall. Bully for them, but I thank 
God and Jeff Bezos for Amazon. 
I much prefer to “click” my way 

through my gift list. And for years 
it was best I didn’t shop off the 
farm for any length of time without 
capable supervision at home. In one 
instance, a four-year-old Sawyer 
headed down to the barn to feed the 
cats about the same time I left to 
tackle some Christmas shopping. 
Returning a few hours later, Jamie 
hadn’t moved from his post on 
the couch and when asked where 
the youngest child was he replied, 
“I thought he was with you.” Poor 
Sawyer had been trapped in the barn, 
unable to open the stubborn tack 
room door. Unwilling to shimmy 
through the electric fence (after an 
unfortunate incident when his brother 
encouraged him to relieve himself on 
the same electric fence), Sawyer had 
cried himself out waiting for rescue. 

The obligatory Christmas card 
photo can also be a challenge. 
Attempting to get three pairs of eyes 
looking at the camera can test the 
patience of a saint. That doesn’t just 
apply to toddler-age kids, because 
trying to snap a shot before three 
teenagers start arguing about some 
inanity is equally as tough. Throw in 
a couple of animals – dogs, horses or 
any combination thereof – and some-
body’s going to need a shot of spiked 
eggnog before it’s all over.

We always get a live Christmas 
tree. When the kids were little, we 
would spend an afternoon at Sinnis-
sippi Tree Farm near Oregon. The 
kids enjoyed selecting a tree, taking 
a wagon ride around the property and 
sipping hot cider around a fire. One 

year, the happy family time turned 
into tired, crabby time – and the kids 
weren’t any better. We wound up 
driving to DeKalb where I sat in the 
truck in the Lowes parking lot with 
the kids while Jamie hastily picked 
out a tree.

Who doesn’t love holiday 
parties? Jamie likes to remind me 
about a Willrett family holiday party 
at his parents’ house. Everyone was 
gathered in Bev’s newly decorated 
kitchen and family area, which 
included beautiful white carpeting. 
We had joked previously about 
who was going to “break in” the 
new flooring, but secretly most 
assumed the job would fall to me – 
the clumsiest in the family. There 
was still a collective gasp when my 
cocktail meatball rolled off my plate 
in seeming slow motion to splatter 
onto that pristine carpeting. I’m sure 
it took some Christmas magic for 
my gracious mother-in-law to refrain 
from shrieking the decidedly un-holy 
words I was thinking.

In the end, I find peace in celebrat-
ing the true reason for the season – 
faith, family and friends. I hope you 
will, too. ■
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Winter Wonderland
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Bird	Bath	and	Love	Seat	-	A bird bath can complement 
the landscape and become an eye-pleasing focal point.

Pump	Water	Feature	-	An old pump can be easily 
retrofitted and made into a unique ever-flowing water 
feature.

Photos courtesy of Ron Peabody
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Discover	the	magic	of	
water	in	your	landscape

Ron Peabody, University of Illinois Extension 
DeKalb County Master Gardener and Master Naturalist

Close your eyes and imagine:  the 
tranquil sound of flowing water, 
perhaps a stream, a waterfall 
or other water feature. . . birds 
splashing, stretching wings, 
preening feathers. . . others singing 
from perches in nearby shrubs.

Yes, water can bring new 
dimension to your landscape.  
Tranquil and soothing, water has 
that magical quality that gently 
moves your sensory experience 
into another dimension. It’s hard to 
explain, but we’ve all been there 
to experience that special feeling.  
And yes, it is true that water is like 
a magnet inviting an assortment of 
feathered friends to your outside 
living space.

Water features can come in the 
simplest form, really anything 
that will hold water, to the more 
elaborate variety such as a waterfall, 
stream, pond or a combination.  The 
only limitations: your imagination 
and the budget.

On the simple and low cost end 
of the spectrum, consider adding 
a bird bath to your patio arranged 
as a focal point along with your 
container plants. Adding a bird 
feeder or two to complement the 
water and container plantings will 
have birds flocking to your deck.

Perhaps take your imagination 
a step further. Consider designing 
your own water feature.  An antique 
hand pump, some sort of catch 
basin, a small aquatic pump and 
some half inch plastic tubing and 
you have the makings for a unique 
water feature you can call your own.

Most garden centers carry the 
small aquatic pumps, plastic tubing 
and other plumbing options. There 
are lots of ways to take this simple 
concept of pumping water from a 
catch basin, to a higher point, to 
then trickle down, over or through 
some other strategically placed 
object, to eventually fall back into 
the catch basin creating a never-end-
ing water cycle (as long as there is 
enough water in the system).

On the other end of the spectrum, 
if your landscape space and budget 
will allow, you may want to 
consider an even more elaborate 

water feature (waterfall, stream, 
pond, etc.) installed by a profession-
al contractor. Today water features 
are one of the hot trends in land-
scaping. Manufacturers of aquatic 
components and systems have made 
huge strides in improving the sim-
plicity of design, construction and 
performance of their water feature 
systems.

Many of these newer water 
feature systems incorporate biologi-
cal filtration making them almost 
self-sustaining. Many contractors 
have added professional design and 
installation services to make these 
high end water features a reality.

So if you’d like to take your 
outside living experience to the next 
level while creating something that’s 
really on the cutting edge in land-
scaping, why not bring the magic of 
water to your garden? ■
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Q:	What	do	pigs	eat?	Do	farmers	still	slop	their	hogs?

A:	Pigs	eat	a	combination	of	grains,	plus	vitamins	
and	minerals,	as	part	of	a	nutritionally	balanced		
diet.	Farmers	don’t	slop	their	hogs	anymore		
because	it	does	not	provide	the	best	feed	or		
nutrition	for	their	pigs.

Pigs are fed a diet that is formulated for their age, weight, and 
growth needs. Most pork producers today use a feed nutritionist to 
help them design diets based on a pig’s needs and grains which the 
farmer grows.

The largest part of any pig’s diet and most commonly used ingre-
dients are corn, dried distillers grains (a by-product of ethanol pro-
duction) and soybean meal. Other ingredients include a vitamin pack 
mix, some calcium and other trace minerals along with lysine to help 
balance out the diet. This is sometimes called a premix and a feed 
company may combine all of those ingredients into one product or a 
farmer may mix his own on the farm.  

When pigs are 
very young and 
first weaned at 
about 21 days of 
age they are fed 
a special feed 
for a few days to 
introduce them to 

eating feed. This feed is called starter feed or sometimes creep feed. 
While the piglets were nursing on the sow, they may have been offered 
a little of this feed. 

Starter feed usually contains plant based proteins along with plasmas 
and other protein sources like fish meal and is typically in pelleted 
form. These feeds are specially formulated to meet the needs of very 
young pigs much like baby formula is used for babies instead of milk. 
Pigs of course grow much faster than people so after a week or so pigs 
are switched to diets based on their feed needs. 

While corn, dried distillers grains, and soybean meal are the primary 
feed ingredients, other grains may be substituted if there is value in 

“We feed our pigs what is  
nutritionally best for them.  

By feeding our animals right we are 
producing quality meats for everyone.”

Carl	Heide is a fourth generation farmer 
from DeKalb who raises pigs, corn, soy-
beans, and peas. Carl, his wife LeAnn, 
and daughters Samantha and Julia live 
on the family farm.    

doing so. For example, a farmer might 
feed a lower cost grain, but the pigs may 
need more feed to get to market weight. 
Likewise, a more expensive grain diet 
might get the pigs to market faster while 
eating less. A farmer will keep track and 
make decisions on what is best for the pigs 
and for his farm.  

All feed ingredients are ground to the 
same size and mixed together. This allows 
for better digestion of the feed and makes 
sure that every bit contains the same 
amount of nutrition.   

Years ago, farmers fed their pigs a 
variety of feeds as well as leftover human 
food, which was called slop. In time 
farmers learned that slop wasn’t the most 
nutritious food for pigs. Farmers realized 
that better nutrition resulted in a healthier 
animal and better quality meat. 

All feed nutrition is designed for what 
is best for the pig, just like all other 
decisions on our hog farm. By feeding our 
animals right, we are producing quality 
meats for everyone. ■
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Directions
Place roast, bone tips up, on rack in a shallow 
roasting pan. Cover ends of bones with a strip  
of foil. Bake in a 350 degree F. oven for 2 hours. 

While roast is baking, cook rice according to 
package directions, adding apricots the last  
10 minutes and cinnamon during the last  
5 minutes of cooking time. Combine rice 
mixture and chopped pecans; mix well. 
Combine orange juice concentrate and  
honey, mixing well.

Fill roast cavity with rice mixture. Place the 
remaining rice mixture in a small baking dish. 
Dot the rice stuffing with butter. Brush roast 
with some of the orange juice mixture.  
Continue baking roast and rice for  
30 minutes or until meat thermometer  
registers 145 degrees F. (Allow about  
15 minutes per pound total cooking time).  
Brush occasionally with the orange juice 
mixture. Let rest about 10 minutes.

Carefully transfer roast to a warm serving 
platter. Garnish with orange slices and  
cranberries, if desired. 

Serves 16

Ingredients
8 pound crown roast of pork, 16-rib 
2 cups rice, uncooked 
1 cup wild and long grain rice, uncooked 
1 package dried apricots, 4 oz. 
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 cup pecans, coarsely chopped
1/2 6-oz can frozen orange juice concentrate, 

thawed 
1/2  cup honey
2 tablespoons butter 
orange slices, (optional)

Rice-Stuffed
Pork Crown 
Roast

Food Favorites
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Farm Country

Dr. David Kohl will explain how 
economics has been turned upside 
down for many sectors of the agri-
cultural industry. Kohl will provide 
insight into factors and trends that 
one must consider in positioning 
the business to proactively capital-
ize on a changing landscape that 
has a surprise around every corner. 

Dr. Kohl is Professor Emeritus 
in the Agricultural and Applied 
Economics Department at  
Virginia Tech. He is currently 
president of AgriVisions, LLC, 
a knowledge-based consulting 
business providing cutting-edge 
programs to leading agricultur-
al organizations worldwide. He 
also is a business coach and part 
owner of Homestead Creamery, a 

Mike LiautaudDr. David Kohl

Challenging	&	Changing	Times

value added dairy business in the 
Blue Ridge Mountains. Kohl was 
recognized as one of 30 leaders 
who are the brains behind inno-
vative business management and 
economic information that agricul-
ture uses today. 

Mike Liautaud contributes 
to Commodity & Ingredient 
Hedging’s (CIH) highly popular 
industry newsletter, Margin Watch, 
and conducts seminars introducing 
clients and industry-related profes-
sionals to the core strategies and 
concepts necessary for effective 
margin management. Liautaud 
represents the fourth generation of 
his family to work in the futures 
industry. Prior to joining CIH, he 
was an account executive servicing 

hedgers and speculators. He has 
an exceptional understanding of 
the mechanics of the futures and 
options industry and a unique ability 
to translate complex formulas and 
strategies into clear, concise and 
simple language. 

Mark Leach works as a trusted 
advisor to individuals, families 
and business owners in the areas 
of investment management, estate 
design, and retirement planning. He 
assists his clients in the develop-
ment and implementation of long-
range goals for wealth accumulation 
and family generational planning. 
Leach’s experience includes over 
30 years in banking, trust, and in-
vestments managing all types of 
wealth group relationships. He 
joined Castle Bank (First National 
Bank) in 2001 as head of the trust 
department and in 2010 he became 
Managing Director of the Wealth 
Management Group for Illinois. 

The Ag Seminar runs from 10 
a.m. until 3 p.m.  Lunch will be 
served at noon.

The Seminar is being sponsored 
by First National Bank in coop-
eration with DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau. 

For reservations, contact Landon 
Faivre, 815-754-8090, or lfaivre@
fnni.com by Jan. 22, 2016. ■

Mark Leach

in Agriculture
There’s a different set of criteria for successful farm management today.

“We have transitioned from a period of relatively high margins in production agricul-
ture to a lower margin environment,” says Landon Faivre, Lead Director of Agribusi-
ness at First National Bank. “That brings about a different set of criteria for successful 
management.”

To help farmers be successful and make decisions in challenging and changing 
times in agriculture, First National Bank has lined up a group of speakers for their  
11th Annual Ag Seminar.

The Ag Seminar is scheduled for Wednesday, Jan. 27, 2016 at the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture. Registration opens at 9:45 a.m. The program 
begins at 10 a.m.

Speakers include: Dr. David Kohl discussing “Agriculture in a Changing Environ-
ment”; Mike Liautaud, “Developing a Marketing Plan”; and Mark Leach, “Financial 
Market & Economic Outlook”.
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Farm Country

Annie’s Project is an educational program dedicated to strengthening 
women’s role in the modern farm enterprise. Annie’s Project fosters problem 
solving, record keeping, and decision-making skills in farm women.

Local farm women are invited to participate in Annie’s Project being 
offered at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau in February and March. 

The six educational sessions are scheduled for Feb. 16, 18, 23, 25, March 1 
and 3 in Sycamore. Each session will run from 6 to 9 p.m.

With several agricultural industry professionals as speakers, Annie’s 
Project will cover topics that include goal setting, business planning, family 
communications, financial records, insurance, land values and leases, retire-
ment and estate planning, risk management, commodity markets, FSA and 
USDA programs, and much more.

Annie’s Project is being sponsored by the University of Illinois Extension 
and DeKalb County Farm Bureau. 

The Northern Illinois Farm Show 
returns to the Convocation Center in 
DeKalb on Jan. 13 and 14, 2016.

The two-day show, presented by 
IDEAgroup, features educational 
sessions with topics pertaining to the 
Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy, 
weather trends and weed manage-
ment decisions, plus hundreds of 
exhibits and agribusiness displays.

Wednesday, Jan. 13 – “Extreme 
Weather in Northern Illinois” 
presented by Candice King, chief 
meteorologist, WTVO TV, Rockford, 
11 a.m.- Noon. She will discuss 
how severe weather has impacted 
northern Illinois including the 
Fairdale tornado that devastated parts 
of DeKalb, Ogle and Boone counties 
in the spring of 2015.

“Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction 
Strategy (NLRS): What is it? What 
does it mean for you?” presented 
by Lyndsey Ramsey, associate 
director of Natural & Environmental 
Resources, Governmental Affairs & 
Commodities Division, Illinois Farm 
Bureau, 1-2 p.m. This presentation 
will discuss the NLRS and what is 
happening with the Strategy across 
the state since it was released in 

Northern IL Farm Show returns to DeKalb

July. She will also give an update on 
WOTUS.

Thursday, Jan. 14 – “2016 
Weed Management Decisions” by 
Russ Higgins, U of I Extension 
ag educator, 10-11 a.m. The 2015 
weather challenges resulted in  
disappointing weed control for many 
farmers and has encouraged most 
to rethink future weed manage-
ment plans. Those decisions need 
to include strategies to deal with 
evolving species and weed resistance 
issues in Illinois. Weed resistance, 
sites of action, weeds to watch, 

effective timing, and how to develop 
a long-term weed management plan 
will be shared by Higgins. 

The educational sessions have been 
arranged by the local Soil and Water 
Conservation District, the Farm 
Service Agency, county Extension 
office and county Farm Bureau.

Hours of the show are 8 a.m. to  
4 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 13 and  
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Thursday,  
Jan. 14. There is no charge for 
admission, however parking  
fee is $5. ■

To register call the U of I 
Extension DeKalb office at 815-
758-8194 or register online at web.
extension.illinois.edu/bdo/. Regis-
tration fee is $50.

The deadline to register is Feb. 
10, 2016. ■

Annie’s Project:
Enpowering	Women	in	Agriculture
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Farm & Food

Arguments	in	favor		
of	GMO	labeling	
People have a right to know what 

they are eating - On the surface, 
this point is indisputable. Even 
labeling opponents would agree 
that consumers should have an 
accurate understanding of what is 
in their food. However, they note, 
a “contains GMOs” label provides 
little solid information if consumers 
lack a clear understanding of what 
genetic modification is.

Fighting labeling looks  
suspicious - In a 2013 speech at 
the Center for Food Integrity Summit 
in Chicago, GMO proponent Mark 
Lynas said, “Let’s be clear… there 
is no scientific case to be made for 
labeling. Foods containing GMOs 
or GM-derived products are no less 
safe than their conventional alter-
natives…” However, he argued, 
“If people think you are hiding 
something from them, they will in-

Should GMOs be labeled?
If GMOs are safe, why not label them?

evitably perceive whatever 
it is you are hiding as more 
risky. Why? Because why 
else would you be hiding it, 
if it weren’t dangerous?” This 
stance hinges on the idea that 
by embracing transparency, 
scientists and food manufac-
turers may gain consumer 
trust.

Arguments	against		
GMO	labeling

It’s a process, not a 
product - Advocates of 
GMO technology who oppose 
labeling emphasize that genetic mod-
ification is a process, not a product. 
Genetically engineered corn is still 
corn, so a box of cereal contain-
ing corn meal as an ingredient is the 
same whether the corn meal is from 
GMO or non-GMO corn. If labels are 
to indicate the presence of GMOs, 
labeling opponents argue, then why 
not other breeding techniques like 

grafting (as in apples) or mutagen-
esis (as in some popular varieties of 
grapefruit)? For that matter, should 
labels also specify what methods 
were used to control weeds or 
fertilize the crop? ►

Local	Scientist’s	Perspective
“As a plant molecular biologist, I know that GMOs are completely safe, so I’m not 
personally worried about labeling food products as GMO versus non-GMO. Given 
the current lack of meaningful standards for labeling of food-products, the best thing 
that a consumer can do is to try to educate themselves using unbiased sources. 
Individuals who want to stay away from GMO products always have the option of 
purchasing USDA-certified organic.” ■

Dr. Thomas Sims is an associate professor of biological sciences and director of the Plant 
Molecular Biology Center at NIU.

How much do you know about genetic modification? 
Would a mandatory product label indicating whether a 
particular food contained GMOs comfort or alarm you? 
Would you buy it or avoid it?

One of the most contentious battles concerning food 
today centers on labeling, especially of GMOs. The 
rallying cry for those concerned about or downright 

opposed to GMOs is “If GMOs are so safe, why not 
label them?” On the other side of the debate, propo-
nents of biotechnology argue “Genetic modification 
is safe, so labeling is pointless and creates a needless 
stigma.” Meanwhile, many people may simply be 
unsure they have enough understanding of the issue to 
take sides. 

This popcorn is labeled Non-GMO 
Project Verified, but to date, all 
popcorn is non-GMO.
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Farm & Food
GMOs are safe - As William 

Saletan points out in his July 2015 
article “Unhealthy Fixation” for 
the online magazine Slate, “The 
World Health Organization, the 
American Medical Association, 
the National Academy of Sciences, 
and the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science 
have all declared that there’s no 
good evidence GMOs are unsafe. 
Hundreds of studies back up that 
conclusion.” Labeling opponents 
like Saletan argue that the scientific 
consensus regarding safety of GMO 
foods rules out the need for them to 
be labeled.

Labeling creates confusion 
and stigma - In their arguments 
against labeling, GMO advocates 
also note that food labels indicat-
ing the presence of GMOs would 
cause unnecessary alarm, therefore 
stigmatizing those foods. There is 
already consumer confusion about 
what GMOs are, they argue, and 
labeling would simply worsen it 
without providing relevant informa-
tion about food safety. For example, 
the voluntary Non-GMO Project has 
verified over 27,000 food products 
to carry its label. However, these 
verified products include thousands 
that are composed of ingredients 
with no genetically modified coun-
terpart, such as carrots or flaxseed, 
or that aren’t even organisms, like 
baking soda or sea salt. 

Labeling will raise food costs - In 
a 2013 opinion article titled “Labels 
for GMO Foods are a Bad Idea,” the 
editors at Scientific American pointed 
out, “Because conventional crops 
often require more water and pes-
ticides than GMOs do, the former 
are usually more expensive. Conse-
quently, we would all have to pay a 
premium on non-GMO foods—and 
for a questionable return.”

Additionally, mandatory labeling 
would necessitate segregation and 
tracking of genetically engineered 
ingredients, adding costs along the 
food system chain. Food companies 
might also choose to avoid the 

potential stigma around GMO 
foods and decide to reformulate 
products, sourcing more costly 
non-GMO ingredients. 

GMO	labeling	in	the	news
The Safe and Accurate 

Food Labeling Act of 2015 
- In July of 2015, the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
passed H.R.1599, the Safe 
and Accurate Food Labeling 
Act of 2015. If enacted into 
law, this bill would create a 
national system regulating 
review and labeling of GMO 
foods. Because it would not 
require labeling of all GMOs, 
and because it preempts state legisla-
tion for labeling GMO food, labeling 
proponents have dubbed H.R.1599 
the “DARK Act,” which stands for 
“Denying Americans the Right-to-
Know.”

H.R.1599 would only authorize the 
FDA to require special labeling for 
GMOs if there is a “material differ-
ence between the GMO food and a 
comparable food if the disclosure is 
necessary to protect public health and 
safety or to prevent the label from 
being false or misleading.” Other bill 
components would require those who 
wish to label their foods as GMO-free 
to do so via a USDA-certified process, 
and would also direct the FDA to 
create a federal definition of the term 
“natural” used on labels.

“Smart” labels - In early December, 
the Grocery Manufacturers Associa-
tion announced a SmartLabel™ initia-
tive, which will provide detailed in-
formation about thousands of products 
via a smartphone-scanable QR code 
printed on food packaging. To date, 
over 30 major food companies have 
committed to the program, which will 
provide details including product in-
gredients, nutrition facts, allergens, 

preparation instructions, safe food-
handling guidelines, and whether 
or not the product contains GMO 
ingredients. For consumers without 
smartphones, this information will 
be available online. 

What’s	in	a	(GMO)	label?
In its 2013 opinion article 

opposing GMO labeling, Scientific 
American addressed the issue in this 
way, “Instead of providing people 
with useful information, mandatory 
GMO labels would only intensify 
the misconception that so-called 
Frankenfoods endanger people’s 
health.” 

Current food labeling is already 
confusing and, in many cases, 
meaningless. Case in point: 
thousands of foods and supplements 
are labeled with the word “natural” 
despite any lack of agreement or 
regulation as to the term’s defini-
tion. While GMO opponents make 
the reasonable argument that we 
have a right to know what’s in our 
food, perhaps we should first ask 
ourselves, “Does a label statement 
matter if not everyone understands 
what it means?” ■

Sources/for more information:
Congress.gov. H.R.1599 - Safe and Accurate Food Labeling Act of 2015. http://1.usa.gov/1GzACm8; 
Fortune. Food Giants Announce Major New Labeling Initiative. http://for.tn/1NxOAJ7; MarkLynas.org. 
Why we need to label GMOs. http://bit.ly/1lJTegD; National Geographic. Genes are us. And them. http://
bit.ly/Q6XJ5p; Non-GMO Project. Verified Products. http://bit.ly/1g5cii8; Pompeo.house.gov. The Safe 
and Accurate Food Labeling Act of 2015. http://1.usa.gov/1CRIqCR; Scientific American. Labels for GMO 
Foods are a Bad Idea. http://bit.ly/1gefVRF; Slate. Unhealthy Fixation. http://slate.me/1Glx5If
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“Values, hard work and strong community connections play a large role in continuing 
the family farm tradition. We look forward to raising our children in our rural setting and 
passing on farm values and an appreciation of agriculture.

We believe that the Farm Bureau plays a vital role in the future of agriculture. Whether 
it’s lobbying legislators or educating our next generation, Farm Bureau is there to support 
and preserve our way of life.

Farm Bureau also helps to educate consumers about new technologies that will help to 
feed our growing global population and support the science of farming. While working 
with more diverse populations, we see the misconceptions and negative opinions of 
new technologies, specifically GMOs. Through publications, social media and interac-
tive programs, the Farm Bureau aids in presenting the facts and dispelling the myths. 
Engaging our youth, current educators and decision makers through the Farm Bureau 
allows for a better understanding of why these current technologies are practiced.”

Mark, Greg, Becky & Scott Pritchard

The	Pritchard	Family
Greg Pritchard is a seventh 
generation Hinckley farmer that 
operates their sesquicentennial 
family farm that was established in 
1849. He grows corn and soybeans 
in Pierce and Squaw Grove 
Townships. In addition to farming, 
Greg is a full time commercial 
electrician. Becky also grew up 
on her family farm in Aurora and 
works at NIU as an advisor in public 
health. Both Greg and Becky enjoy 
participating on various community 
boards and volunteering – including 
the DeKalb County 4-H Fair. Greg 
and Becky are also graduates of the 
College of ACES at the University of 
Illinois. Their two sons, Mark (5) and 
Scott (2), enjoy country living and 
take advantage of every opportunity 
to ride in a tractor.
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Kathy Martin

Safety:  The best gift to  
give this holiday season

1115-257

www.kathleen.martin@countryfinancial.com
815-786-6584

As you hustle and bustle this 
season to find the right gifts, 
attend parties, decorate the house 
and prepare holiday treats and 
meals, don’t forget safety.

A safe holiday season may be 
the best gift you give (or receive) 
this season. It could even have a 
life-impacting effect on you, your 
family and friends.

By checking extension cords 
used with holiday lights for frays, 
you could avoid a devastating 
fire; by volunteering to be the 
designated driver at a party, you 
could prevent a serious roadway 
accident; or by double-checking 
to ensure your house is locked, 
you could deter a robber from 
“shopping” for presents at your 
house.

No one wants a tragedy to 
be the reason we remember 
this holiday season. We want 
to remember it for the special 
moments, gatherings with friends 
and family, traditions and good 
food.

That said, I have compiled this 
holiday safety checklist.  I hope 
it will help provide the gift of 
safety to you and those around 
you this season.

Holiday Safety Checklist
- Check all extension cords  

and holiday lights for frays, loose 
connections or damaged plugs.  
Don’t overload extension cords.

- Avoid using outdoor lights or 
lighted decorations inside; or indoor 
lights, lighted decorations and 
indoor extension cords outside.

- Unplug or turn off all lighted 
decorations before going to bed or 
leaving the house.

- Check to make sure smoke 
detectors and their batteries are 
working. (Smoke detectors also 
make great gifts!)

- Be prepared by having an 
operable fire extinguisher readily 
available. (Fire extinguishers make 
great gifts, too!)

- If you prefer a real tree, be sure 
to buy a fresh one. If the needles 
are falling off, the tree is too dry 
and should not be purchased.

- Leave a fresh tree outside until 
you’re ready to decorate it.

- Place the tree in a cool area of 
your home, away from heat sources 
or where it could get knocked over.

- Keep flammable items away 
from fireplaces and temporary 
heaters.

- Check and fill the water level of 
a fresh-cut tree daily.

- Avoid leaving burning candles 
unattended. Keep them away from 
flammable materials, and make 
sure they are in an area where they 
won’t get knocked over.

- Volunteer to be a designated 
driver at a holiday party.

- Make sure toxic holiday plants, such 
as holly and mistletoe, are out of reach 
of children and pets.

- Stay alert while shopping and always 
walk confidently.

- Avoid carrying large amounts of cash 
by paying for gifts with checks or credit 
cards.

- Use the trunk of your car to keep 
purchases out of sight.

- Lock doors and windows when 
leaving your home. Avoid leaving your 
drapes open where presents may be seen.

- If you’re going away for the 
holidays, unplug all unnecessary  
electrical items, such as table lamps, 
electric heaters and small kitchen  
appliances.

- Make your house look lived-in if you 
are going to be away for an extended 
period. Use automatic timers for lights, 
ask a trusted friend or neighbor to oc-
casionally park in the driveway, and stop 
delivery of mail and the newspaper.

- After the holidays, don’t put out for 
garbage empty boxes, which advertise 
gifts received. Instead, break down 
boxes and put them in a recycle bin, 
trashcan or a dumpster away from your 
home. ■

Investment management, retirement, trust and planning 
services provided by COUNTRY Trust Bank,® a part of 
COUNTRY® Financial, Bloomington, Ill. Products of 
COUNTRY Trust Bank are not FDIC insured, not guar-
anteed and may lose value.



John Sloane’s paintings 
illustrate the simple pleasures 
of country life. The local artist 
captures the imagery of a by- 
gone era while sharing ideals  
of traditional country values.

John is best known for his colorful 
paintings that appear each year on Country 
Seasons calendars and are sold worldwide. 
He is currently working on paintings for 
his 32nd calendar for release in 2018. 

“Like writers who write the kinds of 
books they like to read, I paint paintings 
of pictures that I would like to inhabit,” 
said John. “I have an historical interest and 
enjoy preserving the past. There’s charm 
in old-fashioned ways and it makes for 
very good paintings.”

John and his wife, Mary Anne, were raised in the Chicago suburbs but then moved to 
northern DeKalb County in the early 1980s to enjoy the serenity of country life where 
John could get inspirations for his paintings. He explains his journey and painting  
profession. 

How	did	you	get		
started	as	a	painter?	

I was always drawing 
as a little kid. Then my 
first grade teacher called 
my parents and suggested 
that they send me to 
art school. My parents 
said let’s first have him 
learn how to read and 
write. I realized I could 
draw when I was in first 
grade and I just kept on 
drawing. 

I’m a self-taught artist.  
I didn’t go to art school, 
instead graduated from 
George Williams College 
with a degree in liberal 
arts. I sold my first illus-
tration as a teenager. ►

John Sloane’s paintings are featured on pages 18-21. 18     Connections



Why	paint	pictures		
of	yesteryear?

 I have the desire to 
capture and preserve old 
barns and farmhouses. It’s 
something that is vanishing 
so I preserve it through my 
artwork. I would have liked 
to have visited this era of 
my paintings. My paintings 
are from various historical 
periods from the past. I like 
to get the details right so  
I research particular items 
and include period-appro-
priate features.  It was a 
slower pace in time which  
I would have appreciated.

What	connected	you		
to	the	countryside?

My family had friends 
that had a farm in Michigan 
where we would go fishing. 
This started my craving 
for living in the country. 
Then later Mary Anne and I would go to New England and admire 
the landscapes there. We took hundreds of photos of the New England 
landscape. I started drawing landscapes after that depicting both 
New England and Midwestern countrysides.

Artist John Sloane sketches Artist John Sloane sketches Artist John Sloane sketches Artist John Sloane sketches 
and then paints on an illustration and then paints on an illustration and then paints on an illustration and then paints on an illustration 
board in his basement studio. board in his basement studio. board in his basement studio. board in his basement studio. 
His wife Mary Anne, an avid His wife Mary Anne, an avid His wife Mary Anne, an avid 
photographer, critiques his work. 

How	have	you	adjusted	from		
the	Chicago	suburbs	to	rural		
DeKalb	County?

We bought a farmstead and some 
acreage and moved here in 1982. It 
was a run-down farmstead with a barn, 
milkhouse, silo, corn crib, and chicken 
house. We have been fixing it up over  
time. The house is more than 100 years 
old, dating back to 1872. 

One of the first things we did was jack 
up the house to pour a foundation and a 
basement. I use the basement as my studio 
to paint my paintings. We’ve added on a 
wrap-around porch and an old fashioned 
porch swing to the house. 

I’m so fortunate to live here and do what 
I love to do and make a living of it. I’m 
kind of like a farmer – I’m at home, on 
the farm, self-employed. With this type of 
lifestyle, I get inspirations here.  ►
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John	Sloane’s	Country	Seasons	Calendars
Visit his website: www.johnsloaneart.com
Like John Sloane on Facebook at:  
www.facebook.com/JohnSloaneArt



The majority of John Sloane’s paintings appear 
in the Country Seasons calendar printed by 
Andrew McMeel publishing company. The 
calendars are easily available for purchase at 
Barnes & Noble and online calendar retailers 
like Amazon and Calendars.com.

As inspiration for one of his paintings, 
John Sloane used a photograph of his wife 
hugging a snowman when she was three 
years old. He recreated the scene in this 
colored print.

How	do	you	become	inspired	to	paint?
We take day trips to areas such as Wisconsin. Mary Anne and I talk and 

think about what I can paint. I like to visit historical villages that have that 
old-fashioned charm. I also look at old photographs that I find at antique 
shops. It’s a jumping off point for a new painting, an idea starter. For one 
of my paintings, I used an old photograph of my wife when she was three 
years old shown hugging a snowman. I carefully recreate the scenes to 
make them feel real. 

How	did	you	begin		
your	career?

In 1972 I sold my first works, 
an illustration for a magazine. 
Over time I did 200 illustrations 
for magazines and books. Then 
in 1986 I began working with 
a publisher on calendars. I like 
painting for calendars. They are 
regular, pay better and I work on 
a royalty basis. I have done about 
400 paintings to date. 

I also license art work for 
greeting cards to Leanin’ Tree 
and Legacy, jigsaw puzzles to 
Bits and Pieces, quilt fabric  
collections to Wilmington Prints, 
and of course my calendars to 
Andrew McMeel publishing 
company. I am often in the top 
20 of best-selling calendars for 
Amazon. ► 
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Who	do	you	admire		
most	as	an	artist?

Growing up, my favorite 
artist was Norman 
Rockwell. I have always 
admired his detail. You can 
see the importance of detail 
work in his paintings. His 
love of the subject is evident 
and shows warmth and love.

What	are	some	of	your	
favorite	paintings?

Some of my favorites are 
“Cool Waters”, a summer 
picture showing a girl 
dipping her toes into a 
stream. Also for winter I like 
“Angels in the Snow”, illus-
trating a young boy making 
snow angels. I have several 
paintings that I like that 
remind me of places I have 
been or I would like to go.

Do	you	ever	have	painter’s	block?
Sometimes it’s hard to get started on a new painting. It doesn’t always come easy. 

What helps is that I paint one painting per month. So, for example, in winter I’m 
painting a winter scene. That helps me get in the mood and in the right atmosphere to 
paint. 

How	has	technology	changed	the	paint-to-publish	process?
I still hand paint the same way as when I started using acrylic paints on my illustra-

tion board. At first I do a pencil sketch and then paint on a grid system on the drawing 
board. I refine my painting as I go during the month-long process. I paint on a 20 inch 
by 30 inch board and have easy access to my paints, brushes, pallet and easel. 

Then I send my painting to the publishing company who takes a digital photograph 
of it. I am involved in the proofing process, working with the publisher step-by-step.  
They print the calendars, market and distribute them. Because of the lengthy process, 
I have to work three years ahead of publishing calendars. 

How	can	others	see	your	paintings?
I have a website: www.johnsloaneart.com where my paintings are featured with 

information about ordering art prints and note cards, calendars and jigsaw puzzles. 
I also have a facebook page: www.facebook.com/johnsloaneart where I showcase a 
painting each month. 

What	other	interests	do	you	have?
Mary Anne and I enjoy day trips. We also enjoy being outdoors, planting trees, bird 

watching and fixing up the farmstead, plus relaxing on our porch swing. Additionally, 
we enjoy our dog, Willie, an English Setter. ■
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Todd Donnelly will warm the hearts and spirits of seniors with his tropical music 
from the sounds of his steel drums. He will be performing for Farm Bureau Prime 
Timers on Monday, Jan. 4, 2016. 

Donnelly brings tropical music to his show with songs by Harry Belafonte and 
Jimmy Buffett. His Hawaiian and island music remind you of tropical vacations 
where it’s warm and sunny and the music is delightful.

Donnelly of Sycamore is a singer/songwriter that plays steel pans and percussion. 
He has been playing steel drums and singing tropical music for over 35 years. He 
has performed for several senior citizen groups, schools and community programs. 

Farm Bureau Prime Timers, members 55+ years, are welcome to hear this musical 
program and attend the monthly luncheon. Lunch is served at 12-noon in the Farm 
Bureau auditorium. The program gets underway at 1 p.m. in the theater. Lunch res-
ervations and the $6 fee are due by Tuesday, Dec. 29. ■
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Member Benefits

Todd Donnelly will play tropical music 
on his steel drums at the Jan. 4 Prime 
Timers program.

Tropical	music	
with	steel	drums

It might be snowing outside but inside  
Farm Bureau it will seem like summer. 

Save	on	Polaris	off-road	vehicles,	with 
rebates up to $1,500, through Dec. 31. 

You can save on new 2015-2016 Polaris 
Sportsman, Ranger, RZR and ACE models. 
Farm Bureau members receive an  
additional $200-300 discount on off-road 
vehicles. Stop by a participating Polaris 

dealer to learn more. ■

Farm	Bureau	calendars
Stop by the Farm Bureau office and pick up a free 2016 

DeKalb County Farm Bureau calendar. 
The wall calendar features an assortment of antique tractors 

- a  1969 Case 1030 Comfort King, 1950 Oliver 77 Orchard, 
1959 Ford 971 Gold Demonstrator, 1932 Farmall F-30, 1960 
John Deere 730 ES High Crop Diesel, among others.

 Farm Bureau members are limited to one calendar per  
membership. ■

Bowling	fun	for	the	entire	family!
How about enjoying an afternoon of family bowling? Farm 

Bureau families are invited to participate in the Northern Illinois 
Farm Bureau Bowling Tournament on Saturday, Jan. 30, 2016.

The Farm Bureau Bowling Tournament will be held at Forest 
Hills Lane, Rockford. Registration opens at 1 p.m. and the tour-
nament gets underway at 2 p.m. 

Awards will be presented for high 
score individuals in each division as 
well as high score in the child and 
adult divisions. Divisions will be de-
termined by your age the day of the 
tournament. 

Visit www.winnebagoboonefarm 
bureau.org for more information and 
a registration form. Cost to participate 
is $14. 

For additional information contact 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
office. ■

Bureau auditorium. The program gets underway at 1 p.m. in the theater. Lunch res
ervations and the $6 fee are due by Tuesday, Dec. 29.

Holiday	lights		
collected

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau office is 
one of the drop-off sites for the holiday lights 
recycling program being sponsored by the 
DeKalb County Health Department. 

Lights will be accepted from now until Jan. 
15, 2016 including all string lights and extension 
cords.

The DeKalb County Health Department 
is partnering with DeKalb Iron and Metal 
(DIMCO) to recycle the lights for the fifth con-
secutive year. 

Lights can be dropped off at Farm Bureau, 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

For a complete list of the drop off sites contact 
the Health Department, 815-748-2408. ■
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The Foundation for Agriculture 
is growing…growing with new 

funds and new donors.

The DeKalb County Soil & Water 
Conservation District (SWCD) has 
established a new fund with the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau  
Foundation for Agriculture. 

The fund was setup to assist with 
the financial needs of the local 
SWCD office – to keep it solvent and 
sustainable today and in the future. 
SWCD chose the Foundation as a 
501 (c)(3) organization to accept tax 
deductible gifts for their programs. 

The donated funds will be used 
for continuing the SWCD work of 
protecting valuable natural resources 
and their continued partnerships in 
aiding local farmers with soil conser-
vation practices.

Dick Bend, a long-time director of 
the county SWCD, was the first to 
contribute to the new fund. “I see the 
value in the Soil and Water Conser-
vation District,” said Bend, “and we 
are in dire need of funds to keep the 
office going (based on a lack of state 
funding).” 

Bend is passionate about the work 
of the SWCD office in assisting land-
owners with soil and water conserva-
tion services and programs. From the 

Dick Bend, a long-time SWCD supporter and director, provided the first contribution 
to the new SWCD fund of the Foundation.  He presented a check to Paul Schweitzer, 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture director.

SWCD	starts	new	Foundation	fund

startup of the fund in November, Bend 
has been urging others to contribute.

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
offered to match up to $5,000 of the 
donations to support SWCD. The 
match was met and the fund continues 
to grow. By mid-December the fund 
had grown to over $14,000.

If you would like to contribute to the 
SWCD fund, contact the Farm Bureau 
Foundation for Agriculture, 815-756-
6361. ■

New Funds!
DeKalb	County	Soil	&	Water	Conservation	District	Agency	Fund - The DeKalb 
County Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) has established a fund with 
the Farm Bureau Foundation to accept charitable gifts for SWCD programs. The 
donated funds will be for continuing the SWCD’s work of protecting valuable 
natural resources and their continued partnerships in aiding local farmers with 
soil conservation practices.

Arden	&	Dorothy	Baie	Scholarship	Fund - Arden and Dorothy Baie shared a 
passion for their farming lifestyle and higher education. This was the premise 
for establishment of the Arden and Dorothy Baie Scholarship by their daughters 
Ann Marie Stanley, Joan Stanley and Donna Pettengill. This new scholarship fund 
provides two scholarships for college students annually. The first scholarships 
were awarded in 2015. ■

DeKalb County Soil &  
Water Conservation  
District Fund Donors

Larry & Faith Anderson 
Barry & Kris Aves 
Kevin & Karen Aves 
Richard M. & Della Bend 
Paul & Florence Butler 
James & Joretta Chambers 
Carole Cronin 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
DeKalb Implement Co. 
Russ & Karen Deverell 
Charles & Patricia Foster 
John & Linda Frieders 
Joel Gerlt 
Gus Grabbe 
Jonamac Orchard  
LaVerna Johnson 
Ronald H. & Margaret Johnson 
Richard J. Katz 
Dan Kenney 
Gene & Mary Jean Lane 
Jeff & Kammie Lane 
Steve & Rhonda Larson 
Brian & Florence Miller 
Janet Miller 
Nick & Rosemary Moore 
Michael & Madelyn Paulson 
Robert Pritchard 
Dennis & Margaret Stoia 
Alvin & Myrtie Warren 
Don Willrett 
Merlin & Cheryl Wessels
Roger Wurtz
Jerrold H. Zar
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Cultivating Paths (General Fund)
Rodney & Joyce Angotti
E & E Arndt Farms
Barry & Kris Aves
Richard M. Bend
Morris Benson, Jr. 
Boehne Farms
Leon Brummel
Michael Coghlan
Rose Cowan
Angela Daniels
Dayton Farms
John & Melanie Diedrich
Carl Dumoulin
Tom & Joan Fenstermaker 
Norm & Marion Gilbert
William Gommel, Jr.
Janette Jones
Jack & Marcia Goodrich
Just In Time HVAC & Plumbing
Ron Klein
Ray & Carol Larson
Jim & Lois Latimer
Gary Leonard
Kevin & Colleen Marshall
Pat Mehagan
Janet Miller
Robert & Mary Lou Miller
Don Mosher
Joseph & Margaret Pasteris
Lyle & Marty Paul
Jean Petesch
Betty Phillips-French
Sue Potter
Paul & Connie Rasmussen
Kenneth & Teresa Sanderson
Barry & Kay Schrader
Gregory Schweitzer
Roger Steimel 
Steve Swenson
Jim & Sue Walter
Waterman Lion’s Club
Frank Willis
Dean Winterton
Nadine Zimmerman

The Giving Field Fund
(Annual Commitment, $200-$500)
Jerry & Sue Bemis
Ray & Linda Heinisch
Yvonne Johnson
Tracy & Beth Jones
Dan & Maylan Kenney
Greg & Marci Millburg
Bob & Mary Pritchard
Carol Quinn
Jim & Marcia Stoddard
Jamie & Kristen Walter
Hank & Jan Wassmann
Jim & Mariam Wassmann

Growing Acres Fund 
($1,000-$9,999)
A & P Grain Systems, Inc.
Doug & Nancy Dashner
Steve & Vickie Drendel
Vince & Jerilyn Faivre
DeKalb County COUNTRY Financial
In Memory of Roy Fenstermaker, Sr. 
First National Bank
First State Bank
GRAINGER
In Memory of Dorothy & James Nolan, Jr.
In Memory of Richard E. Pitstick
Roy & Janet Plote
Marjorie Rasmussen
Paul & Connie Rasmussen
Paul & Mary Schweitzer
In Memory of Robert Schweitzer
Robert & Jo Ann Skabo
In Memory of Kenneth Stoddard
In Memory of Beverly & Archie Tuntland
Mark & Christina Tuttle
In Memory of Tom Warren

Legacy Gift Fund 
($10,000-$49,999)
Ken & Glennie Barshinger
Darwin & Melody Hall
KishHealth System
Terry & Sherrie Martin
In Memory of Charles H. Orr
The Schelkopf Family 
Jim & Sue Walter
Bob & Norma Wildenradt & Family

Named Endowment Fund 
($50,000+)
Allan & Ruth Aves
In Memory of Arden & Dorothy Baie

Scholarship Fund

Elsie Sanford

Memorial Fund

Ralph Boesche Memorial
Leroy Cowan Memorial
Bill Frost Memorial
Martha Gommel Memorial
Frank Klein Memorial
Roberta Larson Memorial
Robert Maxwell Memorial

Become	a	donor.
Consider donating to the Foundation in your charitable giving and as part of your estate planning. Tax 
deductible donations will fund programs important to agriculture. Contact the Foundation for Agriculture 
to discuss donation options.

Foundation Donors Melody and Darwin Hall

Thank You, Donors!
DeKalb County Farm Bureau

Foundation for Agriculture Donors
2014-2015
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Farm Bureau has a day trip 
planned for Saturday, Feb. 20, 2016 
to the Shedd Aquarium located on 
South Lake Shore Drive in Chicago. 

See dolphins, beluga whales, sea 
lions & more. Encounter penguins, 
sea otters, sting rays, sharks, taran-
tulas, monkeys, green sea turtles, 
moray eels, salamanders, and a host 
of fishes.

With the Total Experience Group 
Pass Ticket, participants will have 
access to most everything at the 

At the Shedd Aquarium
See dolphins, penquins, 
turtles & more

Shedd Aquarium. 
In the Abbott Oceanarium you will 
see the Aquatic Show, visit the Wild 
Reef, browse the aquarium galleries, 
view the Amphibians special exhibit, 
play in the Polar Play Zone, see 
Waters of the World, be at home on 
the Great Lakes, take a ride down 
the Amazon River, enjoy all the 
creatures in the Wild Reef, and be 
totally fascinated in the 4-D Experi-
ence. 

The cost of the trip is $40 for 
adults, $33 for children (3-19 yrs.). 
Children 2 and under are free.  Price 
includes admission to the Shedd 

Aquarium with the Total Experience 
Group Pass and motorcoach trans-
portation. 

Families will be on their own to 
explore the Shedd Aquarium, from 
approximately 9:30 a.m. until 3 p.m., 
and may dine in one of three cafes. 

The motorcoach will depart from 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Building at 8 a.m. and will return by 
5 p.m.

To register for this trip visit the 
Farm Bureau office or call in and 
make payment with a credit card, 
815-756-6361.  ■

Trips

“Legends	in	Concert”	at	Fireside
Imagine seeing not one, not two, but six of the biggest acts in show business 

in one great performance! We’re talking about legends like Carrie Underwood, 
Neil Diamond, Elton Johm, Buddy Holly, Whitney Houston and Elvis Presley.

See these great stars re-created live on The Fireside stage with DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau members on Wednesday, Feb. 10, 2016. This truly unique, 
entertaining experience is the musical show, “Legends in Concert”. 

“Legends in Concert” presents dynamic and talented performers re-creating 
the unforgettable concert appearances of these show biz immortals. They are 
surrounded by a dazzling array of singers, dancers, glittering costumes and sen-
sational lighting. 

Besides the fabulous show and front 
row seating, you will enjoy The Fireside’s 
delicious, hearty lunch. 

Cost of The Fireside day trip to Fort 
Atkinson, WI is $95 for Farm Bureau 
members, $105 for non-members. Price 
includes the show, lunch and motorcoach 
transportation. The motorcoach will depart 
from Farm Bureau at 9 a.m.

To register for this trip visit the Farm Bureau 
office or call in and make payment with a 
credit card, 815-756-6361.  ■

2016 Farm Bureau Trips
Feb. 10 - Legends in Concert
Fireside Theater, Wis.
Feb. 20 - Shedd Aquarium
Chicago
April 20 - Sentimental Journey
Performed by Susan Currier 
White Fence Farm, Romeoville
June 8 - Sister Act
Circa 21 Theater, Rock Island
June 25 - Fair Oaks Farm Adventure
Fair Oaks, IN
July 13 - Wonder, Water &  

Wine Adventure
Starved Rock Trolley, Riverboat Cruise,  
August Hill Winery, Utica
Aug. 27 - Arlington Park Race Track
Arlington
Oct. 19-21 - Covered Bridges Trip
Arranged by American Classics Tours 
Brown County, IN

Watch for details and more trips to come.

Looking for a family fun activity to break up the long 
winter? Then consider going to the Shedd Aquarium 
with DeKalb County Farm Bureau. 
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www.conservfs.com

Conserv FS provides patronage

(From left) Nick Lapacek, Conserv FS Crops Specialist, presents 
Jeff Paulsen, Clare farmer, his patronage check.

For the second consecutive year, the Conserv FS 
Board of Directors has declared record levels of 
patronage refunds of $3.25 million to be paid out to 
members for 2015 fiscal year purchases. This year’s 
patronage payout will again be paid as 70% cash and 
30% Class E stock. 

This makes for the seventh consecutive year 
patronage refunds will be paid by Conserv FS. It 
also ties last year for the highest ever payout at $3.25 
million. 

The company’s performance in fiscal 2015 was 
strong, along with its balance sheet, which allows the 
company to payout in such a high cash percentage. 

“The diversification of our coop has allowed us to 
manage through tough years in one area while gen-
erating strong profits in another,” says Dave Mottet, 
Conserv FS General Manager. “Lower grain prices 
cause farmers to cut back, but the commercial side of 
our business has grown with the economy.”

Individual rates of payout are determined by product 
line and are similar to last year’s rates. (See chart 
below.)

Individual checks were distributed in early December 
to patrons who are members of Farm Bureau. A full 
breakdown of payments rates were included with the 
check and member’s individual payment record. Rates 
may vary for direct transport load deliveries.

In addition to new patronage, the board also 
approved $600,000 of stock revolvement which makes 
the cooperative current through 1996. This keeps FS 
on a path to get to ten year revolvement within the next 
several years. 

 Agronomy Products Turf Products Energy Products Grain
Dry fertilizer and NH3 $10.00/Ton Turf Products 2.4% Dieselex Gold $.08/Gal $.04/Elevator
Solution $6.00/Ton  AkroGold Gas $.06/Gal Bushels
Seed Corn $10.00/Bag  Propane $.05/Gal
Soybeans $  2.75/Bag  Prem Oil $1.00/Gal
Crop Protection 2% of Purchases  Non Prem Oil $.01 -$.03

  
  
  

  

Conserv FS, Inc is a federated cooperative locally owned 
and controlled, based in Woodstock, Illinois. Conserv 
proudly serves patrons throughout Northeastern Illinois 
and Southeastern Wisconsin.  ■
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Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordi-
nator. Follow her Stray Kernels blog 
at www.straykernels.wordpress.com. 

Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

“Okay, sweetie. Grab ahold of the handle and we’ll go.” I hadn’t seen 
the routine before, but it was obvious the participants had it down pat. The 
“sweetie” was my almost-3 year-old daughter. The “handle” was the hammer 
loop on my husband Mark’s jeans. Naya navigated readily to my husband’s 
side, grabbed the sturdy loop sewn to his left pants leg, and off they went 
through the store aisles.

As I strolled along with 
them, I marveled at the 
simple ingenuity of their 
system and how well 
it suited both of their 
needs. Naya had a way to 
stay connected with her 
daddy, her security. Mark 
had a way of knowing—
without even looking—
if our daughter was still 
close by. Whenever they 
stopped to examine an 
item, she could let go if 
she wanted. But when 
it was time to move on, 
they reconnected so they 
wouldn’t lose each other.

From my vantage 
point behind them, I 
snapped a quick photo 
of the intrepid pair, these 

two loves of my life. Since then, I’ve found myself drawn to the image over 
and over again. It’s cute, and resourceful, and sweet. But as I’ve looked at it 
longer, I’ve found deeper symbolism, too.

We all need something or someone to hang on to. Our loved ones. Our 
friends. Our faith. Our knowledge, and our beliefs. We have a very human 
need for a sense of security: emotionally as well as physically. We need 
to know someone cares, and we need to know certain things matter. For a 
toddler, his or her parents are that security. Naya needs to know that when she 
is with us, she can trust us to guard her spirit and her safety. 

We don’t just need something to hang on to, though. I believe our lives 
are meaningful when we know someone is depending on us, too. I’m not 

Hammer	loops	and	the	meaning	of	life

just speaking of the kind of de-
pendence children have on their 
parents. No, we need to know that 
what we do as we move through 
life matters to someone beyond 
us. We need to feel our work—
whether it is paid or unpaid—
matters. We need to know 
someone cares that we are here, 
cares about what we do, and is 
thankful and appreciative that we 
do it.

My husband’s hammer loop is 
a symbol of this vital two-way 
connection. In the enormous, 
bustling department store of life, 
my daughter has a strong, reliable 
handle to hang on to. While 
she’s hanging on, Mark can feel 
the steady tug that reminds him 
someone is depending on him. It’s 
okay if Naya lets go now and then, 
but she needs to know the handle 
is always there. Likewise, Mark 
thrives on the certainty that she 
needs him.

Who or what is your hammer 
loop? And who is hanging onto 
yours? ■
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DeKalb County Farm Bureau and Illinois Farm 
Bureau District 1 called on the state organization 
to broaden its membership classification for farmer 
members. 

In a grassroots effort, the county Farm Bureau 
adopted a resolution at its November board meeting 
and then presented it to District 1 delegates, consist-
ing of Lake, McHenry, Kane and DeKalb counties, 
who also agreed with the resolution. The resolution 
was then presented to farmer delegates attending the 
state Farm Bureau Annual Meeting earlier this month.

The resolution suggests the Illinois Farm Bureau 
develop bylaw recommendations to broaden the clas-
sification requirements for voting members that may 
include farm employees, agribusiness people and 
others that have direct connections to agriculture.

The intent of expanding the membership classi-
fication would “attract and engage future members 
supportive of Farm Bureau’s mission,” the resolution 
stated.

Currently, Farm Bureau has two classifications 
of membership – voting “farmer” members and 
associate members. Voting members are those that are 
engaged in production agriculture as farmers, farm 
operators and farmland owners. 

“The number of farmers is declining and we need 
to attract members who have a direct connection 
to agriculture and appeal to their needs and expec-
tations,” said Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau president. 

Delegates at the state meeting approved the resolution which 
now goes to the Illinois Farm Bureau for drafting a bylaws rec-
ommendation to be presented to delegates for consideration at 
the 2016 annual meeting. ■

Farmers	serve	as	delegates
Five local farmers represented DeKalb County Farm Bureau by 
deliberating policy at the Illinois Farm Bureau Annual Meeting 
recently. Serving as delegates were (from left) Wes Anderson, 
Steve Bemis, Mark Tuttle, Ed Cowan and Ed Peterson. They 
were among 350 farmer delegates who discussed and approved 
policy for the state organization. 

Illinois	Farm	Bureau	Annual	Meeting

Farm	economy	concern	of	farmers
Sixty-six percent of Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB) members surveyed at the organi-

zation’s annual meeting feel less optimistic about the farm economy in the coming 
year compared to 2015.

IFB President Rich Guebert says it’s no surprise as to why farmers are less opti-
mistic. “Over the last year, commodity prices have stayed below break-even levels. 
Input costs like cash rent, crop protection and seed have not receded to follow the 
drop in commodity prices,” he said.

As a result of their concerns over the farm economy, 84 percent of respondents 
said they plan to reduce inputs or expenses in 2016. Most farmers said they would 
make the reductions by delaying implement purchases while about 45 percent said 
they would delay or cut back on chemical and fertilizer purchases. Negotiating lower 
cash rents, purchasing less expensive seed, and lowering the level of crop insurance 
were other cost cutting options being considered by farmers. 

During the IFB Annual Meeting, Rich Guebert was re-elected president and David 
Erickson was re-elected vice president. 

Four new district directors 
were elected to the IFB 
Board. Michelle Aavarang of 
McHenry County was elected 
to represent District 1. District 
1 includes the counties of 
DeKalb, McHenry, Lake and 
Kane. Other districts with new 
directors include: Jeff Kinwan 
of Mercer County, District 3; 
Tamara Halterman of Grundy 
County, District 5; and Troy 
Uphoff of Shelby County, 
District 11. 

The Illinois Farm Bureau 
Annual Meeting was held  
Dec. 5-8 in Chicago. ■

County supports membership revisions
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Ed Peterson
Kingston Township

Northern District Director

Ed Peterson

Roy Plote

No. Years on FB Board:  15
Hometown & Occupation:  Leland, Grain & Livestock Farmer, and Commodity Broker, 
Perfect Choice Investments
Age:  47
Role of Farm Bureau:  To serve our membership by promoting our products, 
educating the public and our members, and expressing our views on regulatory issues 
at the local, state and national levels
Farm:  I am a sixth generation farmer and raise corn, soybeans, wheat and hay, as well 
as feed beef cattle. I farm with my brother, Lester, and brother-in-law Larry Sampson.
Family:  Spouse, Janet, USDA Farm Service Agency program technician; and sons, 
Ethan, senior, and Avery, freshman, at Leland High School 
Education:  B.S. Agronomy/Ag Economics & Farm Management, University of Illinois; 
Leland High School
Community:  Leland United Methodist Church Finance Chairman, Illinois Farm 
Bureau Activator Trustee, Troy Grove Grange President, DeKalb County Zero Waste 
Committee
Hobbies/Interests:  Organist at Leland-Suydam 
United Methodist churches, traveling with family 

Ed Peterson

Roy Plote
Victor Township

Southern District Director

Roy Plote

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Directors

No. Years on FB Board:  20
Hometown & Occupation:  Kingston, Grain Farmer
Age:  66
Role of Farm Bureau:  To be involved in the political process for the benefit of 
agriculture
Farm:  I am a fourth generation farmer and grow corn and soybeans.
Family:  Spouse, Connie, human resources, Pine Acres Retirement Center; and 
adult children – Eric (Kristy), Louisville, KY; Chad (Kelly), Kingston; and Lori (Elias) 
Castro, Mt. Prospect, IL; and seven grandchildren
Education: B.S. in Agriculture, Illinois State University; A.A.S. Joliet Junior College; 
Genoa-Kingston High School
Community:  Member Hillcrest Covenant Church, DeKalb; 
Trustee Kirkland Fire District
Hobbies/Interests:  Golf, hiking
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Ag Literacy

On a cold and rainy November day, the last thing students 
expected was to be snacking on freshly-picked, vine-ripened 
tomatoes grown locally in Rochelle. But 42 DeKalb County  
FFA members and their ag teachers did just that after their tour 
of MightyVine’s 7.5 acre hydroponic greenhouse. This was the 
first stop during Farm Bureau’s 2015 FFA Acquaintance Day. 

The annual Acquaintance Day provides DeKalb County FFA 
members with awareness of career opportunities, exciting agricul-
tural experiences and an understanding of the Farm Bureau organi-
zation.

After departing MightyVine with a newfound knowledge of hy-
droponics and tummies full of tomatoes, students were transported 
to an airplane hangar at Hendrickson Flying Service, Inc. Here 
they learned about aerial crop application through the use of small 
planes and helicopters.

Students also toured Tate & Lyle Custom Ingredients of 
Sycamore. They observed the blending process of ingredient 
mixes for dairy products and were treated to ice cream cones and 
chocolate milk.

Participants then returned to the Farm Bureau building where 
they concluded their day with an informational scavenger hunt to 
learn about the Farm Bureau and affiliated companies.

Members from all seven of DeKalb County’s FFA chapters partook in this year’s 
program. Participation in this program is a prerequisite for chapters to send delegates to 
the Illinois Farm Bureau & Affiliates Youth Conference. That conference will be held in 
East Peoria, Illinois in April of 2016. ■

Hydroponics,	Helicopters		
and	High-Quality	Ingredients
FFA Acquaintance Day 2015

(Above) FFA members listen 
intently as Daniel Murphy, 
business developer at 
MightyVine, explains the life-
cycle of hydroponic tomatoes.

(Left) Cameron Hendrickson 
of Hendrickson Flying Service 
discusses the mechanics of 
ag aviation.
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These are just two of the responses 
generated by over 370 students 
who experienced “Exploring STEM 
Careers in Agriculture” lessons 
conducted recently in fifth grade 
classrooms around the county.

During the presentation, students 
explored a wide variety of farm 
and non-farm jobs. Each student 
examined a photo and description of a different career to answer questions 
about what areas of STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) the 
career might involve, why the career is important to society, and whether or 
not they thought they would enjoy working in that job. 

In small groups and then as a class, students had the opportunity to share 
what they had learned about each agricultural career. Then the fifth graders 
practiced their new knowledge by playing several rounds of “STEM Career 
Bingo.”

Emphasizing the fact that there are many facets of the industry, the pre-
sentations were delivered by volunteers from various areas of agriculture, 
including soil conservation, finance, insurance, public policy, and farm man-
agement.

Volunteer presenters for the program included Landon Faivre, Dean 
Johnson, Eric Lawler, Kevin McArtor, Bob Pritchard, and Beth White. ■

Ag Literacy

“I think I would enjoy being an entomologist because I think insects 
are really interesting and I like being outdoors.”

“I wouldn’t like being an agronomist because I’m not really into 
plants and how they grow.”

Volunteer Kevin McArtor converses with 
a Sycamore fifth grader about his career 
poster during a recent “Exploring STEM 
Careers in Agriculture” presentation.

Students	explore	STEM	and	ag

Eric Lawler presented the third grade lesson,  
It’s An Earful, as a volunteer for Ag in the Classroom  
in February.

Ag	in	the	Classroom	needs	YOU!
DeKalb County Farm Bureau is seeking volunteers from all walks 

of agriculture to educate students and teachers about the importance 
of the industry. You can help students understand how agriculture 
improves their lives!

Each February, volunteers deliver Ag in the Classroom presentations 
to students in DeKalb County classrooms. A hands-on lesson has been 
developed for each of the four grade levels: first grade – More Than 
a Seed, second grade – From Cow to Ice Cream, third grade – It’s an 
Earful, and fourth grade – Mapping Illinois Agriculture. Volunteers are 
provided with training, detailed lesson plans, and supplies needed to 
conduct their presentations.

In February 2015, 142 teachers requested Ag in Classroom presenta-
tions reaching over 3,200 students. Help us make it happen again! This 
program is impossible without the help of our volunteer presenters.

Mark your calendars for the volunteer training session taking 
place at Farm Bureau on Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 

Questions? E-mail Rhodora Collins at rcollins@dekalbfarmbureau.
org or call 815-756-6361. ■
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Center	for		
Agriculture	News

Interested	in	becoming	a	Master	Gardener?
Do you have a love for spending hours planting and tending to your 

backyard garden? Do you have a knack for teaching and enjoy sharing 
your knowledge with others? 

If gardening is your passion, and you would like to be part of a team 
that educates youth and adults alike on the joys of gardening, consider 
becoming a University of Illinois Extension Master Gardener. 

The mission of the University of Illinois Extension Master Gardener 
program is “Helping Others Learn to Grow.”  There are nearly 3,200 
Master Gardener volunteers in Illinois. Each year, they reach thousands 
of people and are a valuable source to many schools, communities, youth 
programs and farmers markets. 

Together, they teach classes and workshops, answer telephone 
inquiries concerning home horticulture, guide planting and educational 
demonstrations in community and school gardens, represent the program 
at the county and state fair, and work with many community organiza-
tions to convey up-to-date, research based gardening information.

DeKalb County will be having an in-person training starting February 
2016, and is now accepting applications. Submitted applications will be 
reviewed and interviews will be set up with Extension staff. Applicants 
must complete an application, interview, and screening. 

The Master Gardener training will be offered Wednesdays, starting 
February 17, 2016 and run through May 4, from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture. In-person 
training costs $175 and includes the Master Gardener manual with 
helpful resources and other materials.  

If you are interested in becoming a DeKalb County Master Gardener 
contact University of Illinois Extension at 815-758-8194, visit online 
at http://web.extension.illinois.edu/bdo or stop by the DeKalb County 
Extension office. 

Be	a	4-H	mentor
Share your experiences and talents with 

the next generation. Try something new 
and different. 4-H is seeking experienced 
mentors to share their time and talents with 
the youth of DeKalb County. 

Make a difference in your community 
by being part of a new adventure. DeKalb 
County 4-H is recruiting adult mentors 
to teach short term Special Interest Clubs 
on subjects that are interesting to both the 
mentor and the 4-H member. Photography, 
Cooking, Aerospace, Horticulture, Welding, 
Robotics, Electricity and Dogs are just a 
few examples of potential clubs that can be 
offered with your help. 

Youth Development training will be 
provided so no prior teaching experience 
is needed. Volunteer around your busy 
schedule and invite your friends and family 
to be a mentor with you. Everyone has 
something to offer. 

How can you put your skills and talents 
to work? For more information on how to 
be a 4-H mentor contact Nicole Groezinger, 
4-H Program Coordinator, 815- 758-8194, 
or email  groezing@illinois.edu.   
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Crop	loans	available
FSA is now accepting requests for 2015 

Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) for all 
eligible commodities after harvest. 

Marketing Assistance Crop Loans provide 
producers interim financing after harvest 
to help them meet cash flow needs without 
having to sell their commodities when market 
prices are typically at harvest-time lows. 

Eligible crops include wheat, feed grains, 
soybeans and other oilseeds, pulse crops, 
wool and honey. 

Interest rates for 9-month 2015 crop year 
loans are announced monthly. The DeKalb 
loan rates for 2015 crops are $1.95/bu. for 
corn, $5.08/ bu. for soybeans.  Local loan 
rates vary by county. 

Producers will need to certify or provide 
evidence of their harvested production. Loans 
are calculated using the certified bushels, not 
to exceed the county committee established 
maximum yields per acre, times the local 
county loan rate. Monthly spot-checks are 
conducted to ensure the quantity and quality 
of the crop being stored.

Please call the FSA office to set up an ap-
pointment if you are interested in taking out a 
Marketing Assistance Loan.

New	USDA	commitment	to	help	
build	next	generation	of	farmers	

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) recently announced a commitment 
to prioritize $5.6 billion over the next two 
years within USDA programs and services 
that serve new and beginning farmers and 
ranchers. 

Deputy Secretary Harden also announced 
a new, tailored web tool designed to connect 
new farm entrepreneurs with programs and 
resources available to help them get started. 
The new web tool is available at www.usda.
gov/newfarmers.

The site was designed based on feedback 
from new and beginning farmers and 
ranchers around the country, who cited un-
familiarity with programs and resources 
as a challenge to starting and expanding 
their operations. The site features advice 
and guidance on everything a new farm 
business owner needs to know, from writing 
a business plan, to obtaining a loan to grow 
their business, to filing taxes as a new small 
business owner. 

By answering a series of questions about their 
operation, farmers can use the site’s Discovery Tool 
to build a personalized set of recommendations of 
USDA programs and services that may meet their 
needs. 

Using the new web tool and other outreach activities, and operating 
within its existing resources, USDA has set a new goal of increasing 
beginning farmer and rancher participation by an additional 6.6 percent 
across key USDA programs, which were established or strengthened by 
the 2014 Farm Bill, for a total investment value of approximately $5.6 
billion. 

USDA will provide quarterly updates on its progress towards meeting 
its goal. 

This program builds on USDA’s ongoing work to engage its resources 
to inspire a strong next generation of farmers and ranchers by improving 
access to land and capital; building market opportunities; extending con-
servation opportunities; offering appropriate risk management tools; and 
increasing outreach and technical support.

For more information contact the DeKalb County FSA office, 815-756-
3234.

Conservation	Reserve	Program	opens	enrollment
Farmers and ranchers are reminded that the next general enrollment period 

for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is underway and ends on Feb. 
26, 2016. 

December 2015 also marks the 30th anniversary of CRP, a federally 
funded program that assists agricultural producers with the cost of restoring, 
enhancing and protecting certain grasses, shrubs and trees to improve water 
quality, prevent soil erosion and reduce loss of wildlife habitat.

As of September 2015, 24.2 million acres were enrolled in CRP. CRP also 
is protecting more than 170,000 stream miles with riparian forest and grass 
buffers. 

Participants in CRP establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, 
such as approved grasses or trees (known as “covers”) to control soil erosion, 
improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat on marginally productive 
agricultural lands. In return, FSA provides participants with rental payments 
and cost-share assistance. 

At times when commodity prices are low, enrolling sensitive lands in 
CRP can be especially attractive to farmers and ranchers, as it softens the 
economic hardship for landowners at the same time that it provides ecologi-
cal benefits. Contract duration is between 10 and 15 years. 

The long-term goal of the program is to re-establish native plant species on 
marginal agricultural lands for the primary purpose of preventing soil erosion 
and improving water quality and related benefits of reducing loss of wildlife 
habitat.

Contracts on 1.64 million acres of CRP are set to expire on Sept. 30, 
2016. Producers with expiring contracts or producers with environmentally 
sensitive land are encouraged to evaluate their options under CRP.

Since it was established on Dec. 23, 1985, CRP has: prevented more than 
9 billion tons of soil from eroding, reduced nitrogen and phosphorous runoff 
relative to annually tilled cropland by 95 and 85 percent respectively, and se-
questered an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases.

Since 1996, CRP has created nearly 2.7 million acres of restored wetlands.
For more information FSA conservation programs, visit the FSA office or 

www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation. 



36     Connections

6,300 Members benefitted from Farm 
Bureau programs & services.

27 Students earned Farm Bureau & 
Foundation college scholarships.

3,260 Students and 142 Teachers 
were reached with Ag in the Classroom first 
through fourth grade presentations.

10 Issues of the Connections magazine 
were mailed to members with a focus on food 
and farming features.

23 Teachers participated in the Summer 
Ag Institute and shared ag information with 
375 elementary and 1,000 middle and 
high school students.

20 Farm Bureau Directors executed 
FB policy and represented agriculture.

250	Prime Timers enjoyed entertaining 
programs and tours.

500 Students and their teachers visited 
local farms and were introduced to grain and 
livestock farming in field trips.

5,500 People milked Maggie the Cow at
the county fair and other events.

11 Foundation Directors guided the 
Foundation to generate funds and expand  
our agricultural outreach.

143 Ag Books were donated to elementary 
and middle-school libraries.

25 Families received Baby Baskets filled with 
ag-related products during National Ag Week.

125 Children & Adults benefitted from ag 
literacy through summer programs in the 
community.

370 Students were reached with fifth grade 
Ag in the Classroom presentations.

950 Farmers were represented by Farm 
Bureau on county regulatory, planning and 
zoning, and drainage issues.

5 Directors deliberated policy at the state 
Farm Bureau meeting.

Mark Tuttle indicated it was “another banner year for Farm 
Bureau” as he accepted recognition for DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau at the Illinois Farm Bureau Annual Meeting 
while receiving a membership plaque from IFB President 
Rich Guebert.



What’s your New Year’s 
re$olution?
Want a better handle on your money this year? COUNTRY Financial® can help you 
get your financial house in order. Start the new year right with COUNTRY Financial.  

0415-502HC-01976-11/18/2015

Auto, home and business insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Preferred Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Casualty Insurance Company®.  
Life insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Life Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Investors Life Assurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

Curtis Burket 
(815)786-2209

Steve Klopfenstein 
815-824-2920

Chris Patterson 
815-756-9536

Gavin Wilson 
815-748-7064

David Gingerich 
815-784-6688

Kathy Martin 
815-786-6584

Craig Popp 
815-756-9536

Dan Howes 
815-756-9536

Dean Miller 
815-748-7064

Mike Shipley 
815-756-9536



DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178


