
February 2015

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

Whiskey Acres



2     Connections

Power Efficiency Protection

When it comes to squeezing the most productivity out of every gallon of diesel fuel, 
there’s nothing better than FS Dieselex Gold. With the latest in detergent chemistry, FS 
Dieselex Gold prevents fuel injector deposits and ensures optimum spray patterns for 
proper fuel atomization. Also, a healthy dose of cetane improver makes cold engines 
start faster as it promotes smooth, clean combustion. So when fuel economy counts, 
count on FS Dieselex Gold.

FS Dieselex Gold – Absolutely the best fuel to power and protect diesel engines.

GREATER EFFICIENCY

Go further with FS 
Scan the QR code to visit 
us on the web or go to
www.GofurtherwithFS.com

815-756-2739
www.conservfs.com

©2015 GROWMARK, Inc. M14351
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Connecting to You

Farm	&	Farm	Bureau	Inputs
It’s hard to believe that in just two months we will be preparing the soil for 

another growing season. The early February snowfall was a welcome sight to help 
replenish the moisture needed for next year’s crop.   

Water from snowfall or rainfall is just one of the many inputs needed for a suc-
cessful crop year.  The other inputs are a little easier and in a farmer’s control, 
inputs like seeds, fuel, fertilizer, crop protectants, plus labor. Farmers spend many 
hours analyzing input costs, making these management decisions, and planning for 
the crop year.

With Farm Bureau it is no different; winter provides time to look at the inputs 
for a successful Farm Bureau year.  But instead of deciding on the inputs, Farm 
Bureau is seeking input.  As a grassroots organization we are constantly looking 
towards our members for input and feedback on Farm Bureau’s direction. 

Through this process, we are able to develop a vision for the benefit of agricul-
ture.  So next time we meet with County Board leadership or visit our legislators 
in Springfield or Washington, DC, we can express our memberships’ vision.  

Whether farming or Farm Bureau, inputs lead to a successful year. ■

New	billing	for	members	
Associate and Associate Plus 

members with COUNTRY Financial® 

insurance, you will notice some 
changes on your next bill. Your 
COUNTRY insurance premium and 
your annual DeKalb County/Illinois 
Farm Bureau membership dues will be 
combined into one billing.

From now on, Associate members 
will only need to make one easy 
payment to COUNTRY Financial. 
Renewal times will vary based on 
renewal of your COUNTRY policies.

Adding your membership dues to 
the COUNTRY premium bill may 
change the timing of your membership 
dues payment. No worries, you will 
remain a member of the Farm Bureau 
during the time between your last 
payment year and your new payment 
due date.  

Don’t have COUNTRY insurance? 
Then you will receive a separate bill 
for Farm Bureau membership dues. 
“M” farmer members will also be 
billed separately. ■
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It’s	another	Snow	Day!
When you mention “Snow Day” you immediately 

think of schools being closed due to blizzard-like 
winter conditions. Our most recent snow day was 
Feb. 2nd.  With an accumulation of about 17 inches 
of snowfall and blustery weather, it was a good day 
for school children to be at home, safe and sound, 
sort of. 

So what do kids do on a snow day? They play in 
the snow! Snow piles provide some of the best fun 
on the farm. Farmers create these massive white 

mounds with their loader tractors for added enjoyment by their kids.
I remember when our kids urged their father to make the “biggest snow pile ever.”  

Jim spent hours hauling loader buckets full of snow to the snow pile being careful to 
shape the hill for sledding and yet make it deep enough for a snow fort. The colossal 
snow hill kept the boys and their friends busy for hours.  When they needed a break 
from sledding, they would retreat to the snow fort for respite.

A snow day might have also involved our ATV driven by one son pulling the other in 
tow on a farm-crafted sled that would withstand the bumpy corn field, another thrill for 
our farm boys. 

The snow day fun usually ended when fingers/toes got too cold and the hot chocolate 
was ready….or when it was time for the boys to feed the cattle. ■
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Calendar
February

Feb. 24 
Livestock Training/Certification 
By U of I Extension, IL Dept. Ag 

8:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Register at:  

www.livestocktraining.com/register 
or call 1-800-345-6087 

$30

Feb. 25-26 
IL Farm Bureau Governmental  

Affairs Conference 
Springfield

March
March 2 

“Curing Macular Degeneration 
and Other Diseases” 

By John Corneille 
Prime Timers Luncheon 

12-Noon 
$6, RSVP by Feb. 24

March 6 
DCFB Senior Scholarship  

applications due 
By 4:30 p.m. at FB office 

“M” & “A+” members’ children

March 18 
National Ag Day

March 19 
“A Salute to Broadway” 

At Rosewood, Delavan, WI 
10:45 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

$57 members, $67 guests

Meetings held at the Center for 
Agriculture unless otherwise  
noted.  For most meeting  
reservations contact the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau  office,  
815-756-6361.

On Prairie Drive
       Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Visit us on the web:
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org 

Follow us on facebook:
facebook.com/dekalbfarmbureau.aglit

Find	the	soybean	and	win!
Let’s see if you can find the soybean (resembling the one above) in this 

month’s issue of our magazine and be eligible to win a prize. 
Email your answer to connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-756-

6361, by March 6 for your chance to win. 
When responding by email, the subject line of your message should read, “I 

found the soybean” and the body of your message must include the page number 
and exact description of the location of the soybean on that page. You will also 
need to include your name, address, phone number and age in the email.

Correct answers will be put into a drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the pine cone contest was Tonya Christensen of 
Sheridan. The pine cone was hidden on page 24 in the policy resolutions photo 
of the state of Illinois, left side. ■

Send magazine comments to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
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Keeping	Animals
Safe	&	Healthy	in	the	Winter

Farmers make sure their livestock is protected from the elements of winter 
by providing them everything they need – adequate feed, water and shelter 
– to stay safe and be healthy. Livestock barns and buildings offer comfort and 
protection from frigid temperatures.  

Farmers care for their animals year-round, but it’s especially important during 
the cold winter. At any one time, there are over 29,000 beef cattle and 
235,000 pigs on DeKalb County farms. You may not see them as you drive by 
farms because they are indoors where it’s much more comfortable. ■
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Crunching 
Farm Numbers
It’s the numbers season for farmers.  
Farmers are looking at production and 
financial numbers from last year, filing 
taxes, and running this year’s farm 
number projections.

Steve Safford reviews year-end hog data from his farm office. The 
Sycamore hog farmer says knowing his numbers is critical to managing 
his farm business.

Managing farm data is an important component 
of the farm business. Farmers analyze farm data and 
make management decisions from their farm offices 
year-round, but especially in the winter.

Sycamore grain and hog farmer Steve Safford has 
been mulling over his farm production and financial 
numbers from last year. “Knowing your numbers 
is important,” says Steve. Like other farmers, he is 
closing his record books for 2014 and now focusing 
on 2015. 

“Looking at the numbers helps me fine tune my 
farm operation,” said Steve, “and be as efficient as 
possible.”

From his farm office located in the hog building, 
Steve keeps track of hog production data, making notes on a wall board, 
and fills out record sheets to monitor the progress of each of his pigs, 
from weaning to marketing.

Steve is part-owner in a sow center, where his weaned pigs originate 
from. He works closely with Bethany Swine Health Services as they 
provide consulting and record analysis for the sow center and Steve’s 
farm. They accept his data and provide detailed summaries of his farm’s 
pork production. Steve says their services are invaluable to his hog 
business.

“The benchmark data is quite beneficial in providing me compari-
sons to other swine farms of similar size,” said Steve. “I can see how I 
stack up against other farms, and determine what I can do to make mine 
better.”

Last year was his most profitable hog year in the 46 years he’s been 
farming, mainly due to high pork prices, lower feed costs and the 
impact the PEDs virus had on the pork industry. 

When the hog chores and farm office work is done Steve heads inside 
to his home office where he spends time behind his computer evaluating 
another set of farm records. Using the PC Mars software, he inputs farm 
financial and production numbers as part of the Farm Business Farm 
Management  (FBFM) recordkeeping system.

Again, he is provided benchmarks 
to compare his grain and hog farm 
to others. “The year-end analysis 
shows where my strengths and weak-
nesses are in farming,” said Steve.  “I 
like the numbers that make me look 
good. The numbers that don’t, well 
then, those numbers tell me I need to 
improve.”

Earlville farmer Curt Foster 
also uses the FBFM recordkeep-
ing system. He finds value in the 
year-end analysis. “It’s good to see 
how my farm compares to other farm 
operations. Then I can see where 
I do well and if I need to change 
anything,” said Curt. ►
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From his home office, Curt inputs farm data into his computer through the 
PC Mars software program. He keeps current with record entries so when 
he meets with Scott Newport, FBFM specialist, his records are up-to-date. 
“It forces me to be timely and give him my farm record sheets and not just a 
shoebox full of receipts.”

Both Curt and Steve work closely with Scott, who generates farm financial 
reports for their farms and 120 other farms.  

“With our database we generate financial reports and comparative analysis 
for each farm. Farmers rely heavily on the financial reports for their own use 
and for credit documentation needed for local lenders,” Scott said.

Another popular FBFM service is preparing and filing tax returns. Farmers 
schedule tax appointments with Scott and file their farm taxes in February and 
March.  

Today’s farmers spend a fair amount of their work day in their farm offices, 
behind their computers.  As Scott visits their farm offices a couple of times 
a year, he notes that farmers have become technology savvy using laptops, 
tablets, smartphones, printers, and FAX machines. 

“Twenty-five years ago only a handful of farmers had computers,” said 
Scott. “Now, most all do.”

“Farmers are more progressive today,” continued Scott. “They have inte-
grated new technology to improve efficiencies on their farm.”

Now that the farm books are completed for 2014 and taxes are filed, Curt 
and Steve are focusing on getting farm inputs lined up for spring. ■

Curt Foster 
(right) confers 
with Scott 
Newport (left) 
at the FBFM 
office. Curt finds 
value in the 
FBFM service 
for farm financial 
statements 
and for tax 
preparation. 

“Looking at the numbers helps me fine tune my 
farm operation and be as efficient as possible.” 

Steve Safford, Sycamore pork producer

2014  
Farm Year

Scott Newport, Farm Business Farm 
Management specialist, provides 
this preliminary look back at the 
2014 farm year.

• Grain yields were good, but quite 
variable throughout the county. Corn 
will likely average in the low 200-
bushel range and soybeans in the 
low 60-bushel range for DeKalb 
County FBFM farms. Ag statistics 
averages will likely be a little lower.

• It was an excellent year for 
livestock with strong hog, cattle 
and milk prices. It was the best 
year for dairy farms in several years 
and one of the best for hog farms. 
Higher selling prices and lower feed 
prices were the biggest factors for 
improved livestock earnings.

• Accrual net farm income is down 
significantly from 2013, due mainly 
to lower grain prices.

• Low corn and soybean prices 
resulted in an increase in crop 
insurance claims.

• Strong global demand for protein, 
feed grains and oilseeds continue to 
influence U.S. agriculture.

Ag Year in Review 
FBFM Annual  

Analysis Meeting 
Wednesday, March 18 

 DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Scott Newport, FBFM  
specialist, will offer his analysis of 
2014 farm data for DeKalb County 

FBFM cooperators. He will also 
provide cooperators with individual  

comparative analysis with the  
distribution of handouts.

For lunch reservations contact 
Newport at Newport@fbfm.org. ■
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Winter	Funderland
Winter comes to every corner of 

the planet in many forms – from 
a balmy 80s in the tropics to dou-
ble-digit sub zeros far north – each 
creating its own unique challenges 
and fun.

In the unpredictable Midwest, 
the onset of freezing temperatures 
on the farm prompts preparations 
for the winter, like turning cattle 
waterer heaters on. As with most 
things, we don’t know if one isn’t 
working until we need it to work. 
It’s a given someone will have to 
head to a frozen waterer armed with 
a propane torch at least a couple of 
times during those first few weeks of 
a farm winter. 

Apparently, my hair dryer is pref-
erable, though, when thawing water 
lines in the horse barn. I have to say 
it’s inconvenient to dry my hair with 
a horse looking over my shoulder. 

There’s nothing inconvenient about 
winter for the kids, though. Not only 
does the first snow mark the release 
of the Xbox from its imposed incar-
ceration over the spring and summer, 
but it starts a mad scramble to find 
matching gloves and the favorite 
stocking hat that have mysteriously 
wandered to some far flung closet 
since last winter. 

Of course the more snow the 

better. The siren’s call of the 
plow-equipped loader tractor 
in the wee morning hours 
seems loud enough to wake 
a non-morning teenager to 
plow every inch of the farm’s 
driveways, then head down 
the road to neighboring driveways. 

“Accidentally” getting stuck in 
snow is a perfect pastime for a 
snowy afternoon. Heading across the 
snow-packed farm in a four-wheeler 
or Gator and burying its handlebar/
steering wheel high in a deceptively 
deep ditch is the first step. A chain 
reaction happens as a parade of pro-
gressively larger farm vehicles head 
out, one at a time, to pull out the 

previous one, only to get that 
one “stuck.” I should mention 
this activity works well in 
mud, too.

Prime farm ground in-
herently lacks the slope for 
natural sledding hills. Snow 
piles created by the previously 
mentioned plow will do for a 
cheap, albeit quick, thrill. For 

longer sled rides, we need mechani-
cal momentum. 

Early on, Jamie and I would pull 
the kids around with a four-wheeler. 
Later they took turns as the puller, 
but with much sibling malice for the 
pullee. 

One wasn’t a successful puller 
unless said passenger caught air 
going over the road ditch and landing 
face first in a snow bank. (I must 
admit, I’ve been on the receiving end 
of this particular thrill and, subse-
quently, exacted my revenge as a 
puller, myself. Mom paybacks are a 
… well you know.) Said puller can 

earn double points for mastering this 
feat while pulling two sleds at once.

Through extensive trial and failure, 
we’ve found that being particular 
about the sled is directly correlated 
to the amount of fun both puller and 
pullee will have. 

Runner sleds sink in the snow and 
protest the quad’s forced momentum. 
Metal saucer sleds are perfect; plastic 
will do in a pinch, but won’t last the 
whole afternoon. Try finding a metal 
sled in stores, though – apparently 
one too many passengers has been 
dinged in the head with a flying metal 
saucer. 

Not deterred, we’ve made our own 
saucers, one fashioned from a silo 
top and another from a tractor cab 
roof reinforced with two-by-fours. 
Not only do these easily skim across 
the snow, but they can thrill a whole 
gaggle of kids at once.

For me, spring can’t come soon 
enough. I won’t miss the three extra 
minutes it takes bundling in layers to 
waddle and slide my way to the barn 
for morning chores. In the meantime, 
I’ll console myself with the fact that 
horse manure rakes up easier when 
it’s frozen. ■

Prime farm ground inherently lacks 
the slope for natural sledding hills. 
Snow piles created by the plow-
equipped loader tractor will do for a 
cheap, albeit quick, thrill.

Larisa Willrett is a farm woman 
and mother of three.  She and her 
husband farm and feed cattle in 
rural Malta.

Larisa Willrett, Malta Farm Woman

Sawyer Willrett & Buckwheat
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Fresh snow adds beauty to the winter landscape. It also can be a 
challenge on farms. Clearing farm lanes and paths to reach livestock 
buildings and care for farm animals adds extra work for farmers. There 
are over 2,000 snow covered farms in DeKalb County. 
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Photos courtesy of Janice Weber

Phalaenopsis Orchid

Cattleya Orchid
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Janice M. Weber, University of Illinois Extension 
DeKalb County Master Gardener

When someone receives the gift of 
a blooming orchid they say, “Wow!” 
But they think, “I’ll probably kill 
it!”

Cattleya	Orchids
I treated my first cattleya orchid 

like royalty.  It was the first time I’d 
seen a corsage orchid growing on 
a plant and I was impressed.  Like 
a lady’s maid, I opened and closed 
curtains, misted it, gave it room 
temperature water, and dreamed of 
gorgeous flowers yet to come.  But I 
got nothing.

It grew lush leaves, outgrew its 
pot, had to be divided, and then 
redivided.  But I got nothing.

When the royal family had 
grown to six big plants I shoved 
the deadbeats outdoors for the 
summer to fend for themselves.  I 
expected to see the wildlife, insects 
and microbes finish them off.  Their 
pots huddled on a bench in dappled 
shade.  When I thought of it, I hosed 
them down. 

When the night temperatures ap-
proached the low 50s I cleaned 
out the spider webs and debris, 
submerged them in a bucket of 
water to draw out the bugs, and 
brought them in.

Some of the leaves were sun-
scorched.  One had a squirrel-size 

stores. They produce arching flower 
sprays that can last for months.  

Treat them like houseplants.  
They like filtered light, and scorch 
if it’s too bright.  Once a week, run 
water through the pot and splash 
the leaves, but drain the center. No 
flowers probably means more light.  
Some respond to a temperature 
drop.  I grow mine on a screened 
porch until the temperature ap-
proaches 50 degrees at night.

You can often trigger a new flower 
branch on an old stem if you cut it 
back to ¼ inch above a stem node.

Repot phalaenopsis every two 
to three years.  Repot or divide 
cattleyas when they reach the edge 
of the pot.  Both do well in bark, 
never soil. It’s sold at home im-
provement stores.

Orchids like to be a little pot-
bound.  Remove the old medium 
and dead roots.  Then, pack new, 
moistened bark tightly around the 
roots.  Mist, but withhold water for 
a few days. Keep in mind that it’s 
easy to overwater until new roots 
appear.

Cattleyas are best purchased 
from greenhouses that specialize in 
orchids.

When your orchid blooms, I can 
guarantee that you’ll say, “Wow!”  
Put it in a special place and enjoy 
it. ■

The	“Wow”	Appeal	of	Orchids
bite.  But the pseudobulbs at the 
base of each leaf were plump, and, 
hey, they looked pretty good.

Three months later, each plant 
brought forth one to four gorgeous 
flowers. They were the center-
piece on my dining room table for a 
month.  It was a “wow” experience 
that taught me how to grow cattleya 
orchids.

For cattleyas to bloom they need 
a temperature drop at night of 
between 10 and 20 degrees.  This 
is best achieved by putting them 
outdoors for the summer.  Give them 
light shade so they don’t burn. 

Cattleyas rot if overwatered.  Let 
the bark dry out between waterings.  

Somehow 
this isn’t a 
problem with 
rain outdoors.  
You can tell if 
a plant needs 
water by lifting 

it to feel its weight. Every week 
usually does it.  But during dreary 
winter, if the pot feels heavy, give it 
a few more days.

Drench the potting medium and 
rinse the leaves, or soak it up to the 
rim for no more than 10 minutes.  
Avoid softened water.  Water early 
enough in the day for the leaves 
to dry before night.  Use an orchid 
or balanced fertilizer at ¼ strength 
each time you water.  

Phalaenopsis	Orchids
Phalaenopsis are the easiest 

orchids to grow.  You see them in 
grocery and home improvement 

Phalaenopsis orchids are the easiest orchids to grow.  
Treat them like houseplants.  They like filtered light, and 
scorch if it’s too bright.  Once a week, run water through 
the pot and splash the leaves, but drain the center.
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Got	a	question		
for	a	farmer?

Submit your farm and food questions to 
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org.	
We will share questions with our local 
farmers and publish their answers as 
space allows in upcoming issues of  

Connections.

Q:	What	role	do	hormones	play	in	a	
dairy	herd	and	milk	production?

A:	Like	other	animals	(and	humans),	
dairy	cattle	depend	on	natural	
hormones	for	health,	reproduction	
and	milk	production.

Bill	Deutsch is a fifth generation dairy 
and grain farmer from Sycamore. He 
milks cows and grows corn, soybeans, 
wheat and alfalfa, with his brother, 
Pat. Bill and his wife, Chris, reside on 
the family farm. They have four adult 
children: Sarah, Mary, Rachel and 
Paul. 

Let’s start at the beginning of a cow’s reproductive cycle. A cow has 
to have a baby, called a calf, to produce milk. The dairy cow’s hormones 
allow her to be bred at about 15 months of age. Most dairy farmers take 
that opportunity to breed the animal so that she will have her first calf at 
two years old, after a nine-month gestation. 

From that point on, the cow’s reproductive cycle will repeat every 
21 days, and a farmer will likely want to rebreed her after about three 
months so that she will have another calf in about a year. The natural 
cycle for a dairy cow is to have a calf once a year. She will produce 
milk for about the first 10 months after she gives birth, and then get a 
two-month rest period, called the dry period, before having her next calf. 

Like humans who sometimes use hormones for reproductive needs, 
dairy farmers occasionally will treat a cow with hormones to help her to 
cycle and be bred on schedule. For example, if a dairy cow is having dif-
ficulty conceiving, a dairyman may treat the cow with a hormone, just as 
a woman may use a hormone to aid in conception. 

The reproductive hormones used for cows are protein hormones that are 
just like those the cow produces naturally in her reproductive cycle. They 
are water-soluble and excreted by the cow very quickly.

In addition to reproductive hormones, cows naturally produce bovine 
growth hormones (BGH) or bovine somatotropin (BST). All milk 
contains small amounts of these natural hormones. 

Some dairy farmers may administer synthetic hormones (rBGH, rBST), 
an identical version of BGH and BST because it helps improve milk pro-
duction in under-producing cows. Again, these are protein hormones (not 
steroid hormones).

Numerous studies have shown that milk from cows who receive supple-
mental hormones is the same, safe whole product we’ve enjoyed for gen-
erations. Neither natural or synthetic hormones used in dairy herds have 
an effect on humans. Any traces of hormones in milk are simply digested 
like other proteins. ■
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Local	Scientist’s	Perspective
“Glyphosate has been a hugely successful herbicide for good reason. It is non-toxic to 
humans and animals, it is readily biodegradable and once in soil cannot readily move into 
groundwater. It also works very effectively. In some ways, glyphosate has been the victim 
of its own success; it has been used so extensively that, due to natural selection, some 
weeds have developed resistance. Understanding the mechanisms of glyphosate resis-
tance means that methods to combat that resistance can and are being developed.” ■

Dr. Thomas Sims is an associate professor of biological sciences and director of the Plant Molecular 
Biology Center at NIU.

Get	the	Facts	on	Glyphosate
What	is	glyphosate?

How	glyphosate	works
When applied to a plant, glypho-

sate is absorbed in the leaves and 
stems and moves throughout the 
plant. Glyphosate acts by binding to 
an enzyme known as EPSP synthase, 
which is found only in plants and 
some microorganisms but not in 
humans and other animals. Over the 
course of several days, treated plants 
show stunted growth, browning, 
wrinkling of the leaves, and eventual 
demise.

Glyphosate	is	safe
In fact, glyphosate’s safety is the 

reason it is so widely used. The EPSP 
synthase enzyme is not found in 
humans or other animals, so we lack 
the target affected by glyphosate. 
This is why it is non-toxic to humans 
and animals. (By way of compari-
son, caffeine is much more toxic than 
glyphosate, yet it is perfectly safe 
to consume in coffee in reasonable 
amounts.)

In humans, glyphosate is not 
absorbed easily through skin. If ac-
cidentally ingested, it passes quickly 
through the body, exiting in urine 

and feces without breaking down into 
other chemicals. Studies also show no 
evidence glyphosate exposure causes 
cancer in other animals.

In the environment, glyphosate 
binds to soil, where it is broken down 
by bacteria. Because it binds to soil it 
is difficult for glyphosate to travel into 
groundwater.  Low volatility means it 
is unlikely that glyphosate can affect 
air quality or be absorbed via inhala-
tion.

Glyphosate ranges from slightly 
toxic to virtually non-toxic to fish, 
waterfowl, and amphibians.

Glyphosate	myths
Recently, glyphosate has been 

gaining attention due to misinfor-
mation and misunderstanding. For 
example, glyphosate has been inac-
curately tied with autism and celiac 
disease. 

Some of this misinformation is 
propagated by opponents of geneti-
cally modified organisms (GMOs). 
Some varieties of crops such as corn 
and soybeans have been engineered to 
be “Round-up Ready” (Round-up is 
Monsanto’s brand name for glyphosate). 

Glyphosate-resistant or “Round-up 
Ready” crops can be sprayed with 
glyphosate, providing weed control 
without harming the crop. Because of 
this, some activists charge—without 
credible evidence—that glyphosate 
residues are showing up in the food 
supply, thus causing human harm. 
These claims have been discredited 
by mainstream scientists.

Another myth associated with 
glyphosate is that of so-called “super 
weeds.” It is true that some weed 
species have developed resistance 
to glyphosate. This is a predictable 
consequence of the heavy use of this 
compound in agriculture coupled 
with natural selection, and is a 
challenge not unique to glyphosate. 

Glyphosate-resistant weeds are 
still susceptible to other herbicides, 
and companies are now introducing 
crop varieties which are resistant to 
multiple herbicides. ■

Sources/for more information:
Academics Review, Debunking pseudo science 
“lab testing” health risk claims about glyphosate 
(Roundup), http://bit.ly/1iAJAWh; Genetic Literacy 
Project, 10 studies proving GMOs are harmful? Not 
if science matters, http://bit.ly/1zUaqpw;Genetic 
Literacy Project, Is glyphosate, used with some 
GM crops, dangerously toxic to humans? http://
bit.ly/1IjrpFP; National Pesticide Information 
Center, Glyphosate General Fact Sheet, http://
bit.ly/1A1LjeN; National Pesticide Information 
Center,Glyphosate Technical Fact Sheet, http://bit.
ly/1DO7zMs; Ultimate Gluten Free, Does Glypho-
sate Cause Celiac Disease? Actually, No! http://bit.
ly/16r77bB

Food & Farm

Glyphosate is a herbicide, a type of pesticide used to kill weeds, which has 
been widely used in the U.S. since 1974. It is non-selective or effective on 
most broadleaf and grass plants, and foliar active, meaning it must be applied 
to the leaves of plants. Glyphosate is used in agriculture, forestry, on lawns and 
gardens, to control weeds in industrial settings, and in aquatic environments.
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Farm Country

“Our delegates are the men and 
women growing the food and fiber 
for our nation and much of the rest 
of the world every day,” said AFBF 
President Bob Stallman. “They 
have made great strides over the last 
decades in improving their environ-
mental performance, in adopting 
cutting-edge technologies and taking 
actions to make sure they can pass 
their farms and ranches on to the 
next generation.”

According to Stallman, however, 

these same producers recognize that 
many of the challenges they face 
are derived from the federal govern-
ment’s attempt to overreach in its 
regulation of land use.

Some of the policies adopted by 
delegates include:

• Reaffirmed that farmers’ proprie-
tary data remain strictly the property 
of the farmer or rancher when 
submitted to third parties for analysis 
and processing;

• Agreed that farmers and ranchers 

must have the right to remove 
their data permanently from the 
systems of agricultural technology 
providers. Members feel especial-
ly strongly about this point given 
the exponential growth of agricul-
tural data systems and the dou-
ble-digit productivity gains they 
have generated in just a few short 
growing seasons;

• Opposed state efforts to dictate 
out-of-state, farm-level production 
practices;

• Reaffirmed support for pro-
ducer-led and -approved checkoff 
programs;

• Reaffirmed support for coun-
try-of-origin labeling provisions 
consistent with World Trade Orga-
nization rules;

• Called for a state-led, 
voluntary pollinator stewardship 
program to address concerns over 
recent declines in the populations 
of honey bees and butterflies;

• Supported the production, 
processing, commercialization and 
use of industrial hemp;

• Called for an end to the En-
vironmental Protection Agency’s 
attempts to require permits for 
farmers to repair erosion damage 
on their property;

• Opposed the current cap on 
agricultural labor visas under the 
H2-B program;

• Called for common-sense 
reform in endangered species pro-
tection legislation.

A total of 355 voting delegates 
representing every crop and 
livestock sector in the United 
States deliberated on policies 
affecting farmers’ and ranchers’ 
productivity and profitability. The 
policies approved at the conven-
tion will guide the nation’s largest 
general farm organization through-
out 2015. ■

AFBF	adopts	policy	for	2015
Farmer and rancher delegates to the American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration’s (AFBF) 96th Annual Convention approved resolutions that 
will provide the organization grassroots authority to ask Congress 
to finish many measures that remain unsettled at the start of 2015.

National	Ag	Week	celebrated
To celebrate National Ag Week, March 15-21, local farm organizations will 

be presenting gift baskets to babies born that week at Kishwaukee and Valley 
West hospitals.
The gift baskets will be filled with a variety of ag-related items appropriate 

for babies and their families as well as information that connects each item to 
the food and fiber industry.
Contributing products to the baskets are the local commodity groups – 

beef, corn and soybean, dairy, lamb and wool, pork and the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

Reasons	to	celebrate	Ag	Week
Each year we celebrate National Agriculture 
Week to provide an awareness and understanding 
of how our food and fiber products are produced. 
It’s a time to appreciate the role agriculture plays 
in providing safe, abundant and affordable food. 
Additionally, Ag Week is a celebration of the 

value of the essential role of agriculture in main-
taining a strong economy. 
Another good reason to celebrate Ag Week - the 

career opportunities in agriculture. One out of six 
people is employed in the agricultural industry. ■
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Corn	Collectors	meet
The Corn Items Collectors Association is holding their spring meeting and 

auction at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau on Saturday, March 28. The meeting 
and auction are open to all interested persons with free admission. 

Historic corn related items displayed by over 20 venders will be for sale 
throughout the day, from 10 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. A live auction of collectible corn 
items will begin at 1:30 p.m. 

The Corn Items Collectors Association, Inc. is a national non-profit organization 
dedicated to the promotion, collection, restoration, preservation and exhibition of 
corn related items and memorabilia. The club, founded in 1981, holds meetings in 
various states about three times a year. 

For more information about the Corn Items Collectors Association visit: www.
cornitems.org.

For additional information contact meeting host DeKalb Area Agricultural 
Heritage Association (DAAHA), 815-756-8737 or by email at daaha.inc@gmail.
com. ■

Farm Country

It’s	Time	to		
Get	Real	About	Milk
For some reason, milk has been under 
attack. Some critics are saying don’t 
drink milk – it’s unneeded, unnatural 
and bad for you. That couldn’t be 
further from the truth, points out the 
www.milktruth.com website.

Thousands of scientific studies have 
documented the benefits of drinking 
milk. Don’t be misled by alarming 
headlines or passionate critics. Get 
the full story about milk. 

Nutrition is a science, not a point of 
view. See what the real experts are 
saying about milk – one of the most 
naturally nutrient-rich beverages you 
can find. 

Some are avoiding dairy milk or 
replacing it with an alternative. But it’s 
tough to make up for the nutrients that 
real milk provides – which is particu-
larly troubling for growing kids, who 
will likely suffer the most.

Go online to learn about the “Get 
real about milk” tagline and the just-
launched website and campaign, 
organized by MilkPEP, which aims 
to set the record straight about the 
science behind milk. ■

Pheasants	Forever	
plans	fundraiser

Pheasants Forever is dedicated to 
the conservation of pheasants, quail 
and other wildlife through habitat 
improvements, public awareness, 
education and land management 
policies and programs.

The DeKalb County chapter of 
Pheasants Forever is making plans 
for its annual fundraising banquet, 
a highlight for area outdoorsmen, 
hunters, and conservationists.  The 
banquet is scheduled for Thursday, 
March 5 at St. Mary’s Hall in 
Sycamore.

Social hour gets underway at 6 
p.m.; the dinner begins at 7 p.m. for 
all interested persons.

Along with dinner there will be an 
auction and raffles. Proceeds from 
the event will be used in the DeKalb 
County area for local habitat and 
educational programs.  The local 
chapter has generated over $285,000 
to create and maintain over 3,000 
acres of habitat and 1,400 acres in 
food plots over the past 30 years.

The annual membership and 
dinner ticket is $60 for members. 
Guest tickets for dinner only are 
$35. 

Table reservations can be made 
for parties of  four or eight people. 
All other persons will seat them-
selves at a non-reserved position at 
a table. 

For ticket reservations contact 
Ken Kubycheck at ken.kubycheck@
yahoo.com or Gordon Kohn at 815-
758-2653. ■
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The Foundation’s new “Grow 
By Giving” campaign was recently 
launched by its board of directors to 
generate funds for worthwhile agri-
cultural initiatives. The Foundation’s 
goal is to raise $1.5 million over the 
next two years.  

“We have a lofty goal, but believe 
it’s attainable with the support of our 
community,” said Mark Tuttle, Farm 
Bureau Foundation President. “Funds 
are needed to continue to raise 
awareness and build understanding 
for agriculture.”

More specifically, campaign funds 
would be directed to projects such as 
ag literacy, community and consumer 
outreach, ag leadership, informa-
tion, agricultural heritage and college 

tax deductible donations to fund ini-
tiatives important to agriculture and 
to create a legacy for the future of 
agriculture.

The Foundation is a separate entity 
from the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau with its own board and di-
rectives. Funding earmarked for the 
Foundation will go to Foundation 
programs and projects. 

Yet the uniqueness about the 
Foundation is its relationship to the 
Farm Bureau organization that has 
been in existence for over 100 years, 
complete with a strong heritage, solid 
footing, and promise of being here 
for years to come.

What distinguishes the Farm 
Bureau Foundation from other chari-
table organizations is its core values 
are centered on agriculture. 

Please Donate - Please 
consider donating to the Farm 

Bureau Foundation for 
Agriculture. The Foun-
dation is an excellent 
choice for charitable 
giving. Your donation 
will ensure ongoing 
and future efforts to 
support the Foundation’s 
mission. 

To discuss donation 
options contact: Mariam 
Wassmann, Foundation 
Administrator, 815-
756-6361, mariamwas-
smann@dekalbfarmbu-
reau.org. ■

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture is  
positioned to GROW – GROW Knowledge, GROW Understanding, 
and GROW Awareness of Agriculture. 

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation  
for Agriculture Board of Directors
(Seated, from left) Jack Goodrich, Mary Pritchard, Mark Tuttle, 
president; (standing) Joan Fenstermaker, Paul Schweitzer, vice 
president; John Ward, secretary/treasurer; Allan Aves, Jim Stoddard, 
Jamie Walter and Jo Ann Skabo. Missing is Terry Martin. 

scholarships.
“By raising more funds we can 

reach out to more classrooms and 
consumers with positive, accurate 
information about farm and food pro-
duction,” said Tuttle. “We can make 
a difference by educating others and 
improving public perception.”

The Foundation affirms the impor-
tance of sharing agriculture’s story 
and the value in connecting people to 
their source of food, fiber and fuel. 
Its mission statement is: “To broaden 
awareness and understanding of 
agriculture through outreach and 
education.”

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Foundation for Agriculture was es-
tablished as a 501 (c) (3) to accept 

GROW By GIVING
Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture launches $1.5 million campaign.
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Foundation	Priorities
• Ag Literacy • Community & Consumer Outreach • Ag Leadership

• Information • Ag Heritage • Scholarships

GROW Our FOUNDATION
Help	us	grow	our	Foundation	for	Agriculture!

Please consider giving.  
You can make a difference by building awareness  

and understanding for agriculture.

Watch	our	corn	stalk	
turn	green	as	we	grow	
in	contributions,	on	
our	way	to	reaching	
our	$1.5	million	goal.	
Already,	we’ve	received	

over	$150,000!



Whiskey Acres is first estate distillery in Illinois. 

Whiskey	Acres	Distilling	Company	began producing spirits a few months ago at 
the Walter Farm south of DeKalb. Farmers and agribusiness entrepreneurs Jim and 
Jamie Walter and Nick Nagele are partners in the distillery business that converts 
their corn, wheat and rye into hand-crafted spirits.

“It’s new and exciting as a commodity producer,” says Jamie Walter. “We’ve 
developed a value-added product using our highest quality grain for the distillery.”

The farm-based distillery is in full production transforming grains into bourbon, 
whiskey and vodka. 

Whiskey Acres is the first estate distillery in the state and among an elite 
few in the country.  They are only the second “farm distillery” in the U.S. 
to be certified by the American Distilling Institute. An estate distillery is 
one that grows, distills, ages and bottles on-site. “We say we control the 
process from ‘Seed to Spirit’,” states Jim Walter.

Getting	Started	at	Whiskey	Acres
The Walters had an interest in wine production a few years ago but 

decided that the local climate and soils were not well suited for the types 
of grapes they wanted to grow. In the wine industry they use the French 
word, “terrior” to describe the relationship between grape varieties, soils 
and microclimate and their combined influence on the flavor and quality 

of wine. ►

Liquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid GoldLiquid Gold

(Above) Nick Nagele samples a batch of mash examining the color and viscosity 
of the fermented grain blends, soon to be spirits, at Whiskey Acres.
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In much the same manner, the Walters agreed their rich Drummer and 
Flanagan soils, Corn-Belt climate and Great Lakes influenced Northern 
Illinois weather provided an ideal terrior for producing high quality grains 
for making premium whiskey. They also have a solid understanding of 
agronomics, corn genetics and past experience with identity preserving 
premium grains produced on their farm. 

Farmers Jim and Jamie and agribusiness partner Nick shared similar 
interests of enjoying fine quality whiskey and an inspiration to start a dis-
tillery from the ground up. Together, they researched the project, attended 
distillery classes and relied on consultants like master distiller Dave 
Pickerell, formerly of Maker’s Mark, a spirits expert and industry icon. 

The business partners had some expertise that aided in the opening of a 
new distillery.  Jamie, Whiskey Acres president and CEO, is an attorney 
by profession, which helped with the legal aspects of the business startup. 
Nick, vice president, has a marketing background and sells seed for Inte-
grated Seeds, which was beneficial in the marketing and branding of their 
products. Jim, secretary/treasurer, brings his lifelong farming experiences 
to the business and provides senior advisement. Spouses also added their 
influence and proficiencies to the partnership.

Moving forward the trio developed a business plan and sought legal as-
sistance to obtain a distillery license and the necessary building and zoning 
permits for their value-added agricultural business. “We were very ap-
preciative of the hard work done by the DeKalb County Farm Bureau on 
behalf of many local farmers in the updating of the county’s ag zoning 
ordinance,” said Jamie.

It took three years to get everything in line with industry standards, 
obtain a liquor license, and be in compliance with county, state and federal 
regulations, according to Jamie. “This industry is heavily regulated and 
taxed,” notes the distillery president. “The upside is the tax revenue, jobs 
and tourism that Whiskey Acres will generate to benefit the economy.”

From	Seed	to	Spirits	
Their grain-to-spirits business starts 

with seed selection and determin-
ing which varieties are best suited for 
their hand-crafted whiskey products. 
The specific varieties they use are a 
Whiskey Acres trade secret.

“Certain traits or characteristics of 
corn varieties enhance the flavor of 
whiskey,” explains Jamie. “We’ve 
used a variety of grains with different 
genetics to develop a great-tasting, 
premium product.”  

“Knowing the genetic makeup of 
the seed is important,” he continues. 
“Then we test it in the mashing 
process, and with trial and error, figure 
out which varieties of grain to use. 
Very few distilleries have the ability 
to do that because they buy bulk 
commodity corn. Our variety selection 
and our ability to preserve its identity 
is one of the things that makes us 
unique in the spirits industry.” ►

Corn is the predominant grain used in the 
production of spirits at the rural DeKalb 
distillery.

The distillery room at Whiskey Acres, complete with a custom copper still, fermenters and a mash tun, is now in full production.
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Great whiskey isn’t made.  It’s grown.

At Walter Farms they grow, harvest and store the corn, wheat and rye used 
for distillation. In one of their sheds they clean and mill the grains which 
are then transferred to the distillery. The distillery is based in the east end 
of their machine shed, an area once used for seed research and educational 
training. 

In the distillery, the primary equipment components for making spirits are 
the mash tun, fermenters, and the still. Special blended recipes of grains are 
placed in the 500 gallon mash tun to cook and then yeast is added. The fer-
mentation process converts sugars to alcohol. 

The custom copper pot still heats up the fermented batch with steam in its 
double boiler system, turning the fermented mash into purified alcohol.  Im-
purities are removed through vaporization. The Kentucky-made still, which 
they have named Flo, separates the hearts (good) from the heads and tails 
(bad). One day’s batch of pure whiskey fills a 53-gallon wooden barrel. 

The required distillery equipment is closely monitored and batches are 
tested throughout the entire process to maintain quality control and adhere 

to regulations, says Nick. 
For example, he measures 
Brix – the sugar content of 
the mash; he samples the 
fermented batch for nutrient 
values; and he checks the 
hydrometer gauge on the still 
for the proof level, along 
with many other monitoring 
devices.

Well water is used in the 
distillation process, during 
the mashing of the grains. 
Water is added to heat the 
mash and then recircu-
lated for cooling. With a 
chiller and cooling tower, 

they recycle water on a daily basis and 
consume less than 1,000 gallons per day. 
After de-ionization to enhance flavor, 
well-water is added to “cut” the run, and 
lower the proof to an acceptable level.

Bourbon	–		
The	Fastest	Growing	Spirit	

Corn is the predominant grain grown 
and used in the production of spirits 
at Whiskey Acres. Their secret blend 
also includes some of their farm-raised 
winter wheat and rye, as well as malted 
barley, which is purchased from a 
Wisconsin supplier. 

“It’s a bit like baking bread – the base 
is the same but we change certain ingre-
dients,” says Jamie. “We vary the grains, 
enzymes and strains of yeast to acquire 
certain flavors.” 

Seventy-five percent of the spirits 
produced at Whiskey Acres will be 
bourbon. Bourbon is one of the fastest 
growing sectors in the alcohol industry, 
notes Jamie. Bourbon is a type of 
whiskey, only made in the U.S., and 
among other requirements must contain 
a minimum of 51% corn. 

Bourbon also must be aged in new, 
American Oak barrels that have been 
charred on the inside. Whiskey Acres 
bourbon will age from 18 months to 
five years, depending on the size of the 
barrel. The aging process mellows the 
whiskey and adds flavors of vanilla, 
caramel and toffee to the spirit. 

The wooden barrels will be stored 
in their rick-house on the farm. Jim 
estimates their quonset metal structure 
will hold a capacity of 450 barrels, 
stacked on pallet rackings from floor to 
ceiling.

Whiskey makers can expect to lose 
about 5% of the product which is 
absorbed in the wood, called the devil’s 
cut. Another 2-3% evaporates every 
year, known as the angel’s share. So a 
53-gallon barrel may end up containing 
only about 40 gallons of alcohol after 
aging. ►

Nick Nagele, Jamie and Jim Walter, Whiskey Acres partners, grow the corn, wheat 
and rye that is used at their farm-based distillery.

Jamie Walter bottles some of the corn whiskey 
ready for distribution.
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Great whiskey isn’t made.  It’s grown.
Their unaged corn or white whiskey is not aged, and thus is clear 

in color. Whiskey Acres also has produced an apple infused white 
whiskey using locally grown apples from Jonamac Orchard. 

The distillery will also make a small volume of 100% corn vodka 
which will be sold exclusively at their tour and tasting room located on 
the farm. 

Once Whiskey Acres ramps up its equipment and labor force, in the 
next couple of years they envision distilling about 400 gallons of 80-90 
proof spirits per week, which equates to about 2,000 bottles weekly.

Bottled	Whiskey	Now	Available
As a craft distiller, Whiskey Acres contracts with distributor, Legacy 

Spirits, to market its alcohol throughout Illinois. Bottles of their 
whiskey can now be found locally on the shelves at retail stores, bars, 
restaurants and hotels. Soon it will be on shelves throughout Illinois.

Nick has been concentrating on marketing and brand awareness, 
working closely with the TDH Ad agency in Chicago. “Our whiskey 
should be well received in urban and local markets,” Nick says. 
“People want to know where their food comes from and locally grown 

products are quite popular. It’s our desire to connect with 
consumers.”

Jamie agrees, “We want to be as transparent as possible 
and show people how we grow, process, distill and 
market our product. Our goal is to expose people to our 

products and hope they enjoy drinking them, whether 
straight up or in their favorite cocktail.”

Whiskey Acres will be open to the public this 
summer for tours, tastings and purchasing spirits. 
Their location on Keslinger Road bodes well for 
tourism, just 1.5 miles south of the I-88 corridor, 
Peace Road exit.

In the near future the partners plan to hire 
employees for the distillery operations and for their 
tasting room. Open this summer, the tasting room 
is located outside of the distillery. The adjacent 
patio will allow visitors to sit and relax and enjoy a 
Whiskey Acre cocktail and get an up close look at the 

grains growing in nearby fields. 
“It’s an agritourism experience,” says Jamie. “We 

hope that people will come and enjoy 
an afternoon in the country, taste our 
premium products, and learn more about 
agriculture.”

Jamie contends that grain farming 
continues to be their primary business. 
Only about five percent of their annual 
grain production will be used for spirits. 

“It’s quite a transition, from 
commodity grain farming to starting a 
value-added ag business,” says Jamie. 

“It wasn’t turnkey. We had some startup 
challenges with the equipment. There 
were some issues with zoning and regula-
tions. We had to figure out the right grain 
varieties to use and at what ratio. We 
had to design logos, obtain trademarks, 
establish a brand and then go out and 
market our products.”

But the partners say it was worth doing. 
“Making farm-crafted spirits together 
has been very gratifying and also a lot of 
fun,” says Nick. “We have what it takes 
in a partnership, as teammates, to see it to 
fruition.”

“It’s an exciting fit for DeKalb 
County,” Jamie says with enthusiasm. 
“The locals are interested in what we are 
doing. We look forward to having people 
come to Whiskey Acres this summer.” ■

About	Whiskey	Acres 
Production & Sales: Bourbon, Corn Whiskey, White Whiskey & Vodka
Partners: Jim Walter, Jamie Walter, Nick Nagele
Location: 11504 Keslinger Rd., DeKalb (1.5 miles south of I-88, Peace Rd. exit)
Tasting & Touring: Open this summer at Whiskey Acres
Local Distribution: Retail stores, bars, restaurants, hotels & at Whiskey Acres
Contact: ph. 844-4-WHISKEY or www.whiskeyacres.com.

Whiskey Acres has produced an apple infused 
whiskey using locally grown apples from Jonamac 
Orchard. Shown are some of the volunteers who 
helped peel the apples. 
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Member Benefits

Now is the time to apply for Farm Bureau’s Senior Scholarship.  Applications 
are due by Friday, March 6. 

DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s Senior Scholarship program will grant scholar-
ships to deserving high school seniors pursuing a college education.  

High school seniors who will be attending a two or four-year college, universi-
ty or vocational/technical school in the fall of 2015 are eligible to apply.  

Students’ families must have been an M (voting) or A+ (Associate Plus) 
member in good standing of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau continuously since 
Sept. 1, 2013.  

The scholarship award is for a total of $1,200 for the freshman year of college.  
Go to: www.dekalbfarmbureau.org to download the application form.

Apply	now	for	Farm	Bureau	scholarships

“I was very fortunate to be one of the recipients of the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Scholarship and I am incredibly thankful to 
the Farm Bureau for their willingness to invest and help support my 
college education. I strongly encourage high school seniors to take 
advantage of this scholarship opportunity.” -	Erik Gommel

Erik Gommel, a 2014 Farm Bureau 
Scholarship recipient, is a freshman 
at Iowa State University majoring in 
Agriculture Systems Technology.

Save	on	off-road	vehicles	from	Polaris
Illinois Farm Bureau has teamed up with the leading manufacturer of 

off-road vehicles to offer members special savings on their products. 
Through the new program, eligible Farm Bureau members receive a $300 

per unit discount on all Polaris utility and sport vehicles, $200 per unit on all 
all-terrain vehicles and $300 per unit on all GEM electric vehicles. 

Also, for a limited time Farm Bureau members will be eligible for a $300 
manufacturer’s incentive for their full-size snow-
mobiles.  The full-size snowmobiles discount is 
valid now until March 31.

To take advantage of the Polaris program 
discounts, go to ilfb.org/member, and click on 
“Farm Values,” then “Polaris.” This will link you 
to a page where you can enter your membership 
number and zip code. A certificate will be made 
available online that must be printed and taken to 
the dealership of choice for presentation to the sales 
person. Certificates expire after 60 days.

Polaris designs, engineers, manufactures and 
markets innovative, high quality off-road vehicles, 
including all-terrain vehicles and the Polaris 
RANGER and RZR side-by-side vehicles, snow-
mobiles, motorcycles and on-road electric/hybrid 
powered vehicles. ■

In addition to the application form 
posted on Farm Bureau’s website, ap-
plications are also available through 
the Farm Bureau office or from school 
guidance counselors.  

When completing the form elec-
tronically, save the document to 
your computer, fill it out electroni-
cally, print a copy and mail or deliver 
the completed form, along with all 
necessary attachments, to the Farm 
Bureau.  The application cannot be 
submitted electronically.

For additional information contact 
the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361.

Watch for the announcement of Farm 
Bureau’s College Scholarships (Ag, 
Medical, Science & General) in next 
month’s issue. These scholarships are 
for juniors and seniors in college. ■
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Sweet Onion 
& Pepper Beef 
Sandwiches 
with au jus

Food Favorites

Ingredients:
3 to 3 1/2 lbs. beef stew meat, 
cut into 1 to 1 1/2 inch pieces

2 medium sweet onions, cut into  
1/2 inch wedges

2 red bell peppers, cut lengthwise into  
1-inch wide strips

1 cup reduced sodium beef broth
1/3 cup reduced sodium soy sauce
1/2 cup no-salt added tomato paste
6 cloves garlic, minced
8 to 10 French bread rolls, split, warmed

Toppings:
Reduced-fat shredded cheddar cheese,  
pepperoncini, pepper rings, assorted olives

Instructions:
1.  Place onions in 5 1/2 quart slow 
cooker; top with beef, then pepper 
slices.  Combine beef broth, tomato 
paste, soy sauce and garlic; add to slow 
cooker.  Cover and cook on HIGH 6 to 7 
hours or LOW 8 to 9 hours or until beef 
is fork-tender.  (No stirring is necessary 
during cooking.)  Skim fat from cooking 
liquid, if necessary.

2.  Serve beef and vegetables in rolls 
with toppings, as desired.  Serve au jus 
for dipping, if desired.

Makes 8 to 10 servings.

This recipe is an excellent source of protein, 
niacin, vitamin B6, vitamin B12, iron, selenium, 
zinc and choline, and a good source of fiber.
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The May 19-20 tour will feature 
stops at a local quilt shop, buggy 
shop, popcorn shop, bakery and 
cheese shop. Plus, you will enjoy an 
authentic dinner in an Amish home.

Shipshewana is located in 
Newbury Township, LaGrange 
County, in northern Indiana. 

Though small, Shipshewana hosts 
one of the largest flea markets in the 
Midwest and some 150 retail shops.

The two-day tour allows you to 
browse the downtown shops and 
visit the Amish flea market. You will 
see the show, “Josiah for President” 
at the Blue Gate Theater along with 
enjoying a home-style lunch at the 
theater.

Overnight accommoda-
tions have been made at the 
Farmstead Inn in Shipshe-
wana.  

Cost: $270 per person, 
double occupancy; $310 
single; $255 triple; $245 quad, 
for Farm Bureau members; 

$20 additional for guests.
Tour inclusions: Van Galder tour 

director, Amish step-on guide and 
Farm Bureau staff escort; Coach USA 
motorcoach transportation; hotel ac-
commodations; baggage handling; 
shop tours; 3 meals including 1 
breakfast, 1 lunch, 1 dinner;  Amish 
home visit; and the theater show.

Registration is now being accepted 
at the Farm Bureau office. Deadline to 
register and final payment is due by 
March 12.

This tour requires an active level of 
walking.  It is being sponsored by the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau in coop-
eration with Van Galder/Coach USA 
Tours. ■

Travel with us to

Trips and Programs

Sit back, relax and enjoy the beautiful 
Indiana countryside -- home to the Amish 
community of Shipshewana. The area is 
defined by its surrounding Mennonite and 
Amish communities, with its small town 
character and simpler way of life.

Learn about the latest advance-
ments in research and human clinical 
trials that are getting scientists ever-
closer to treatments and cures for 
age-related macular degeneration and 
related retinal degenerative diseases 
at the Monday, March 2 Prime Timers 
program.  

John R. Corneille will provide in-
formation about advances in retinal 
research in his presentation entitled, 
“Curing Macular Degeneration & 
Similar Diseases…Getting Close.”

Corneille, a life-long DeKalb 
resident and attorney, is legally blind 
as a result of a retinal disease called 
Retinitis Pigmentosa.  

He will show members some 
examples of devices and aids available 
to help the visually impaired cope day-
to-day.

Corneille is the part-time Director of 
Gift Planning and a volunteer for the 
Foundation Fighting Blindness.  

He served as chairman of the 2009 
and 2010 Chicagoland VisionWalk.  
Corneille has participated in the Vision 
Walk since 2007.  

Farm Bureau members are invited to 
hear Corneille’s program on March 2 
at 1 p.m. in the Farm Bureau Theater.

Prior to the program, lunch will be 
served to Prime Timers (Farm Bureau 
members 55+ years) in the Farm 
Bureau Auditorium at 12-noon.  Lunch 
fee is $6, payable in advance by Feb. 
24 at the Farm Bureau office. ■

Corneille	presents:	
“Curing	Macular	
Degeneration”
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Whether or not you continue 
working after receiving a distribu-
tion from your tax-qualified retire-
ment plan, you may owe a large 
income-tax payment and perhaps an 
early withdrawal penalty as well. If 
you are about to receive a distribu-
tion, you need to carefully examine 
your financial and tax situation and 
carefully choose what you will do 
with the money.

Option	#1	–		
Taxable	Distribution

One thing you can always do is 
nothing at all. Just take your distri-
bution and include all of it in your 
income for the year you receive 
it. No special tax rate is available. 
Regular rates will apply to your total 
taxable income for the year. You 
could also be in a higher tax bracket 
because of your extra income. Unless 
you are older than age 59½, a 10% 
early withdrawal penalty (on the 
entire taxable distribution amount) 
may also be due. 

Option	#2	–	Rollover	to		
Another	Retirement	Plan

It is easy to avoid current income 
tax on your distribution by rolling it 
into another retirement plan that is 
tax deferred. It could be your new 

employer’s plan or an IRA. You can 
shelter any amount of distribution by 
rolling it over in this way. A rollover 
defers all income taxes on the dis-
tribution itself and on whatever 
amounts the rollover money earns.

Two important points that you 
should know about this option are: 

 - You only get 60 days after you 
receive the distribution to roll it over. 

- You can complicate your tax 
situation if you receive a distribu-
tion check instead of asking your old 
employer to transfer the distribution 
directly to your new tax-deferred 
plan or IRA. 

Without a direct transfer, 20% of 
your distribution will be withheld 
automatically for federal income 
tax. You must then put replacement 
cash of your own into the rollover 
plan within the 60 days. Any amount 
you don’t replace in time becomes a 
taxable distribution from your retire-
ment plan. The income taxes on it 
(plus any early withdrawal penalty) 
will be unavoidable.

Option	#3	–		
Rollover	to	an	IRA

Once you put a retirement plan 
distribution in an IRA, you have to 
follow the traditional IRA withdraw-
al rules. That means you’ll generally 

have to pay a 10% tax penalty plus 
the regular income tax on anything 
you withdraw before age 59½. 

You can avoid this penalty if you 
withdraw your money in periodic 
payments that are substantially equal 
and based on your life expectancy. 
Once you start periodic withdrawals, 
you have to continue them, with-
drawing every year until you reach 
age 59½ or for five years if that’s 
longer. You can stop after that, but 
you’ll generally have to start again 
by making minimum withdrawals 
after you reach age 70½.

We	want	to	help
The rules for rollover IRAs are 

complex. Please contact us if you 
need help with your retirement plan 
distribution. ■
Investment management, retirement, trust, and 
planning services provided by COUNTRY Trust 
Bank®.  Not FDIC Insured, No Bank Guarantee, 
May Lose Value.

Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Dan Howes, Chris Patterson,  
Craig Popp, Mike Shipley 
COUNTRY Financial Representatives

COUNTRY
Thoughts

Dan Howes, Craig Popp, Mike Shipley, Chris Patterson

IRAs:	Holding	On	to	the	Tax	Deferral	
for	a	Retirement	Plan	Distribution
Participants in employer-sponsored retirement plans 
usually receive distributions from their plan for one of 
three reasons: retirement, a voluntary change of jobs, 
or a layoff. 

www.countryfinancial.com
815-756-9536
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Ag	Literacy - Worked with area youth, teachers 
and consumers emphasizing the Farm-to-Food 
Connection. Programs included farm visits, school 
field trips, Ag in the Classroom, Chicago Moms 
visits, Summer Ag Institute for teachers. 

County	Board	Outreach - Continually 
monitor County Board activity by attending  
monthly committee and board meetings. Work 
with county leadership to provide input on issues 
impacting agriculture and Farm Bureau members. 

Ag	Zoning	- Drafted language amending the county ordinance and 
broadened the definition of agriculture to better depict today’s and to-
morrow’s agriculture. Clarified State Statute and agriculture’s exemption 
from local regulation as it relates to farm buildings used for agricultural 
purposes. Both ag zoning changes were approved by the County Board.

Policy	Development - Encourage members to provide input on topics 
relative to agriculture.  Upon board review and support, directives are 
presented to delegates attending the Illinois Farm Bureau Annual Meeting. 
This grassroots effort is then acted on by the delegates and, if supported, 
becomes Farm Bureau Policy.
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Political	Influence - 
Provided information to the elec-
torate on candidates seeking 
county, state and federal offices 
and Farm Bureau’s endorse-
ment of candidates support-
ing Farm Bureau’s policy & 
positions. Published a Voter’s 
Guide for DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau members highlighting all 
contested races.

Drainage	- Supported local 
drainage efforts on issues 
impacting state drainage 
law. Worked with Illinois 
Farm Bureau and county 
Farm Bureaus to secure 
funding that helped success-
fully litigate DeKalb County 
drainage practices in violation 
of the state drainage law that 
would be precedent setting.

Com	Ed	Transmission	
Meeting - Worked with 
landowners in providing  
information on landowner 
rights and easement nego-
tiations for an approved Com 
Ed Transmission line being 
installed in South Grove, 
Mayfield and Sycamore 
Townships in a series of 
meetings. ■

Ag	Education - Held workshops on 
the Farm Bill, Conservation Cropping and 
Watershed practices.  Meetings were held to 
inform farmers of various issues impacting 
their farms and build awareness of proposed 
legislation and practices related to agriculture. 

“Ditch	the	Rule”/WOTUS - Orchestrated a campaign en-
couraging members to contact their federal legislators and  voice 
opposition to proposed legislation on Waters of the United States 
and asked legislators to “Ditch the Rule”. Worked with several 
landowners on hand-written letters opposing the proposed rules.

Information - Keeping members informed, Farm Bureau 
continues to offer information in various forms – Connections 
magazine, Farm Bureau website: www.dekalbfarmbureau.org., 
facebook, and advertising campaigns.



26     Connections

Care in the 
Comfort of 
Your Home

KishHealth System

KishHealth System Home Care provides 
home healthcare to individuals who prefer 
to receive care in the comfort of their 
homes, coordinating everything so the tran-
sition from hospital to home is simple and uncomplicated. 

Home Care strives to meet the ever-changing home healthcare needs of 
patients while maintaining the highest standards of care. Home Care helps 
patients to get back on their feet, in their own homes, where there is a lower 
rate of infection, giving elderly patients the support they need in order to avoid 
nursing home stays and recover where they feel most comfortable.

Each patient’s needs are evaluated and a unique care plan is developed with 
the physician, coordinated by a registered nurse, to help reduce the possibil-
ity of hospital readmissions and to provide the greatest health benefits to the 
patient. Nursing home placement is avoided and patients are taught to care for 
themselves once they recover. 

The family is included in the patient’s care planning and the emotional needs 
of the patient and family members are addressed through KishHealth System 
Social Services and/or other community resources. Home Care nurses act as the 
eyes of the physician, getting a firsthand look inside the patient’s home, antici-
pating any fall risks and other safety issues. 

One of Home Care’s main priorities is educating the patient on medications, 
therapies, wound care, etc. They make sure that the patient understands the 
doctor’s instructions and when to take medications. Nurses even take the extra 
step to set up a patient’s pill box to avoid medication errors.   

“We have expanded our service area to include all of DeKalb County and sur-
rounding counties,” said Cathleen Carlson, RN, director of KishHealth System 
Home Care. “Our full staff visits patients as needed per each patient’s plan, 
providing intermittent skilled care, visiting two to three times per week, de-
creasing as the patient improves, or visiting more frequently if there is a change 
in the patient’s condition.” 

Registered nurses, aides, a wound ostomy nurse, physical, occupational, and 
speech therapists, and social workers provide care to homebound patients of all 
ages under physician’s orders. 

Home	Care	
Services
● Patient needs are 

evaluated and a unique 
plan is developed.

● Family is included in 
patient’s care planning.

● Home Care nurses help 
with medications, therapy 
and wounds, providing  
intermittent skilled care.

KishHealth System Home Care 
accepts a variety of private in-
surances, as well as Medicare, 
Medicaid, and self-pay patients. 
Please verify insurance coverage 
and participation with your plan 
or KishHealth System Home 
Care. 

For more information, call 
815.748.8960, or visit  
www.kishhomecare.org. ■
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Kishwaukee College Continuing Education and the University of 
Illinois Extension DeKalb County Master Gardeners will be hosting the 
2015 Gardener’s Pathway – 15 Years of Growing – on Saturday, Feb. 
28.

The Gardener’s Pathway runs from 7:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. at the 
Kishwaukee College Conference Center.

Featured speakers are: retired U of I horticulture educator Greg 
Stack, “Myth, Fact or Fiction: Things I’ve Heard Over the Years About 
How to Grow”, and horticulture author Amanda Thomsen, “Weeder’s 
Digest.”

Choose from 17 workshops ranging from preserving food safely 
to spring containers. Other topics include: butterflies, hydrangeas, 
new for 2015, hypertufa, garden tips and tricks, advanced tree care, 
plants for difficult places and many more.

Workshop fee is $60, which includes a continental breakfast, garden 
lunch, welcome bag and handouts. 

To register for the Gardener’s Pathway call 815-825-2086, ext. 2040 
or go to: www.kishwaukeecollege.edu/business_community/con-
tinuing_education/pdf/gardenerspathway_2015.pdf?page=458. ■

Winners of the Section 6 FFA Prepared Public Speaking 
contest recently earned scholarships from the DeKalb Area Ag-
ricultural Heritage Association (DAAHA).

Kerrigan Cowan of Hinckley-Big Rock High School placed 
first in the contest and received a $1,500 scholarship. Second 
place winner Chase Clausen of Sycamore High School received 
a $1,000 scholarship. 

DAAHA partnered with the FFA chapters in Section 6 and 
Section 2 with this new Ag Innovation Challenge contest. 

The Hinckley-Big Rock FFA Chapter received $500 as the 
chapter with the first place public speaking contest winner. 

The scholarships presented to the FFA students are for college 
tuition. The Ag Innovation Challenge is generously funded by 
Case IH and Monsanto Company. ■

Kerrigan Cowan won first place in the Section 6 FFA 
Prepared Public Speaking Contest.

In The Community

Keep	rural		
schools	growing

America’s Farmers Grow Rural 
Education is back for a fourth year of 
partnering with farmers to nominate 
their local public school district to 
compete for a grant of $10,000 or 
$25,000 to enhance math and science 
education.

Farmers can nominate public school 
districts now through April 15 to 
compete for a math or science grant.

Go to www.growruraleducation.
com or call 1-877-267-3332 to make 
your nomination.

This year, the Monsanto Fund is 
committed to granting a total of $2.3 
million, so don’t 
miss out on the 
opportunity 
to grow rural 
education right 
where you live. ■

FFA	public	
speakers	honored
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This time of year tends to be a little less active than others. 
The holidays have past and spring is far enough away that it 
seems like it won’t be here for a long time. It’s a perfect time to 
be thinking about the safety aspect of our world. 

For farmers lots of work goes into preparation for the 
upcoming season. No one wants equipment problems in season 
that could affect their ability to do the work in a very short time 
frame. Safety considerations and preparedness are key concerns 
this time of year. 

The cold weather has an impact on us all particularly when 
living or driving in less than urban areas. Icy walkways and 
roads are a part of our lives. 

Ice	melter	products	effective
There are many ice melting products on the market today. 

Most are granular product and they can vary dramatically in 
price and effectiveness. Some things to consider when purchas-
ing any of the many products include air and ground temperature 
as well as the surface to be treated. 

Air temperature is not as 
important as temperature of the 
ground when trying to make a 
walk way safe. If the weather-
man says it will be 30 degrees 
today but it hasn’t gotten above 
0 in a week, an ice-melter rated at 30 degrees 
probably won’t be very effective. 

An ice melter begins working when the solid 
granule material dissolves in water, creating 
brine. If the ground temperature is too cold, 
some products are not able to make the con-
version so they can’t be effective. The air tem-
perature that is reported on the news is almost 
never the same as the surface and that is the 
temperature that counts. 

The primary goal of an ice melter is to prevent adhesion of snow and ice to 
pavement surfaces, and this task is significantly simplified if the ice melter is 
spread before a snow event and it can react to the falling snow. 

General rules for ingredient choice are that sodium chloride and urea are most 
effective at high temperatures and ice melters that contain magnesium chloride 
function in the subzero range. 

The primary goal of an 
ice melter is to prevent 
adhesion of snow 
and ice to pavement 
surfaces, and this task 
is significantly simpli-
fied if the ice melter is 
spread before a snow 
event and it can react 
to the falling snow.

Safety first during winter time

And as with all products, prudent 
use is best use. Be sure to follow in-
structions on the bag for optimum 
spread and use rates. Remember, 
your goal is keep the snow from 
adhering to the surface and that 
doesn’t take much. 

A full selection of products are 
available at our Webster Road 
Service Center in DeKalb. ■

www.conservfs.com
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Center	for		
Agriculture	News
Filter	Strip	Planting	Program

This spring the DeKalb County Soil and 
Water Conservation District (SWCD) will 
be offering a Filter Strip Planting Program 
to landowners in the East Branch of the South Branch of the Kishwaukee 
River Watershed. This watershed includes the Union and Virgil Ditch systems 
located in both DeKalb and portions of Kane County and the entire DeKalb 
County stream system. 

Through a generous donation from the DeKalb County Community Foun-
dation, the SWCD has purchased a new All-Terrain Vehicle and Conservation 
Drill to assist landowners in installing vegetative filter strips along their rivers 
and streams. 

The recently completed watershed plan for the East Branch of the Kishwau-
kee River identified the need to protect the streams within the watershed from 
undesirable contaminants which can pollute the water. Vegetative filter strips 
are considered to be an excellent Best Management Practice (BMP) to install 
and assist in the control of runoff into the streams. 

With nearly 72 miles of streams within this watershed, the opportunity to 
improve water quality with the installation of filter strips is tremendous. 

The DeKalb and Kane County SWCD’s are encouraging all landowners that 
have property next to a stream or ditch to consider installing this practice. In 
most cases cost share assistance is available through USDA and Illinois De-
partment of Ag programs. 

Established vegetative filter strips also allow landowners to get a reduced 
tax on the acres in which the filter strips are installed, which is even more 
incentive to participate.

With the newly purchased equipment, the DeKalb County SWCD will be 
offering a program to plant filter strips. The landowner is responsible for 
site preparation and the purchase of the seed prescribed by the SWCD or the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).

In DeKalb County, the Pheasants 
Forever Chapter will pay for 50% of 
the cost of seed to plant the filter strips. 

For more details on this program 
contact Dean Johnson at the DeKalb 
County SWCD, 815-756-3237, ext. 112 
or Dean.Johnson@il.nacdnet.net. ■ 

SWCD	Poster	&	Photo	Contest
It’s time to enter the DeKalb 

County’s Soil and Water Conservation 
District’s Poster and Photo Contest. 
Deadline is Feb. 27.

Poster Contest - This year’s theme 
for the poster contest is “Local Heroes- 
Your Hard Working Pollinators.” 

Pollinators play a major role in our 
food security, in fact, did you know 
that about 75% of all flowering plant 
species need the help of animals to 
move their heavy pollen grains from 
plant to plant for fertilization. About 
1,000 of all pollinators are verte-
brates such as birds, bats, and small 
mammals. It is also important to know 
that most pollinators (about 200,000 
species) are beneficial insects such as 
flies, beetles, wasps, ants, butterflies, 
moths, and bees. ►
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This poster contest is a great opportunity for students from kindergarten 
through 12th grade to visually express their own ideas of what a pollinator 
looks like and does. 

Local winners of the poster contest will be entered into State Association of 
Illinois Soil and Water Conservation Districts competition which will be held 
this summer in Springfield.

Photo Contest - The photo contest is open to all ages. Categories include: 
Conservation Practices, Close-up Conservation, Conservation in Action and 
Ag/Conservation across America. 

Winners from both the photo and poster contests will be invited to attend the 
DeKalb County SWCD Conservation Awards Banquet on March 13 with their 
family members. Certificates and prizes will be awarded. 

More detailed information is located at the SWCD website www.dekalb
ilswcd.org under Conservation Contests, or call Dean Johnson at 815-756-
3237, ext. 112. ■

ARC/PLC	Deadlines
Producers are reminded that the 

deadline to update yield history and/
or reallocate base acres is Feb. 27.  

Farm owners and producers can 
choose between the new 2014 Farm 
Bill established programs, Agricul-
ture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) through March 
31. The new programs, designed to 
help producers better manage risk, 
usher in one of the most significant 
reforms to U.S. farms programs in 
decades.

USDA helped create online tools 
to assist in the decision decades, 
allowing farm owners and producers 
to enter information about their 
operation and see projections that 
show what ARC and/or PLC will 
mean for them under possible 
future scenarios.  Farm owners and 
producers can access the online 
resources, available at www.fsa.usda.
gov/acr-plc.

Dates associated with ARC and 
PLC that farm owners and producers 
need to know:

● Now through Feb. 27 - Farm 
owners may visit their local Farm 
Service Agency office to update yield 
history and/or reallocate base acres.

● Now through March 31 - 
Producers make a one-time election 
between ARC and PLC for the 2014 
through 2018 crop years.

● Mid-April 2015 through summer 
2015 - Producers sign contracts for 
2014 and 2015 crop years.

● October 2015 - Payments issued 
for 2014 crop year, if needed.

To learn more about which safety 
net option is most appropriate for 
specific farming operations, farmers 
can use new web tools at www.fsa.
usda.gov/acr-plc. ■

Soil	Fertility	Seminar	
Soil fertility and the influence of 

crop production practices, environmen-
tal stewardship and market prices will 
be the focus of a Soil Fertility Seminar sponsored by University of Illinois 
Extension on Feb. 27 at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. 

Presentations will be delivered through web conferencing from 9 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. and lunch will be provided.

Presentations from university researchers will cover diverse topics: 
“Nutrient Management is More than Application Rate”, “How Algae Blooms 
have Affected Nutrient Management in the Lake Erie Basin”, “Nitrogen 
Management Practices: Reducing Atmospheric and Leaching Losses While 
Maintaining Yields”, “Making Soil Fertility Decisions in 2015”, and “Evalu-
ation of Adapt-N in the Corn Belt”. 

Certified Crop Advisors will earn up to five continuing education units in 
Nutrient Management by attending this seminar.

Registration is $50 per person, which includes lunch. The registration 
deadline is Feb. 27. Register online at https://web.extension.illinois.edu/
bdo or call the DeKalb County office at 815- 758-8194. ■

Hydroponics	Workshop
Learn more about hydroponic systems at the “Growing Food Indoors 

Using Hydroponics” workshop. This workshop will be held on Monday, 
March 16, from 3 to 4:30 p.m. at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Building.

Extension Horticulture Educator Candice Miller will demonstrate how 
easy making an at-home hydroponic system can be. Candice will discuss the 
basics of how hydroponics works, the materials needed to build a system and 
the maintenance required. 

This hands-on workshop will allow participants to make their very own hy-
droponic system to take home with them.  

The fee for this program is $15. All materials to build a hydroponic system 
are included except for aquarium air pump and grow light.

If you would like to attend the lecture, but not make a hydroponics system, 
the fee is $5.  

Registration can be completed on line at http://web.extension.illinois.edu/
bdo or by calling the University of Illinois Extension at 815-758-8194. ■
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Kevin & Donna Hickey Family: (From left) Kristin, Brian, Tristan, Donna, Kayla, Nolan, 
Brentan, Trent, Kevin and Laura Hickey.

“The ag economy is a solid barometer for the overall health of the 
nation.  When our farmers do well, all of ag business does well, and 
locally, DeKalb County Farm Bureau is the indisputable leader of the ag-
ricultural community.”

“We are extremely fortunate to live in rural DeKalb County on what 
was a part of the John Hickey (Kevin’s great-grandfather) farm, and to 
have raised our three children here.  As fourth generation Milan township 
residents, we are familiar with the values, morals, and work ethic of our 
ancestors and today’s farmers.” 

“Being a part of the farm community and being Farm Bureau members 
has provided many opportunities for our family.  Farm Bureau has 
touched our lives in many positive ways: from the Health and Safety 
Committee, to farm safety camps and health screenings, to Family 
Fun Days, with college scholarship awards, and a partnership with the 
Sheriff’s office.”

“We are proud to call DeKalb County home and proud to be DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau members.” ■

Kevin and Donna Hickey reside 
in rural Shabbona. Kevin was 
formerly chief deputy with the 
DeKalb County Sheriff’s office 
for a successful 34 year career. 
Since retirement, he works for 
Zenz Buildings and has other ag-
related pursuits. Donna retired 
from a 32 year tenure in the 
telecommunications industry and 
her second career is now as a 
certified pharmacy technician at 
Lehan Drugs. They have two sons 
and a daughter. Brian is a seed 
production planner for Monsanto. 
He and his wife Kristin have four 
children and reside in Marine, IL. 
Laura resides in northeast Iowa and 
is an RV service manager. Nolan is 
a freshman at Iowa State University 
studying business.



Curt Burket
Sandwich

815-786-2209

Dean Miller
Genoa 

815-784-6688

David Gingerich
Genoa

815-784-6688

Chris Patterson 
Sycamore

815-758-4540

Dan Howes
Sycamore

815-756-3377

Craig Popp
Sycamore

815-756-9536

Steve Klopfenstein
Shabonna

815-824-2920

Mike Shipley
Sycamore

815-756-3377

Kathleen Martin 
Sandwich

815-786-6584

Gavin Wilson
DeKalb

815-748-7064

Brian Kozumplik
Sycamore

815-787-3299

What would you miss the most?

1214-580HO 

If you weren’t here tomorrow, you’d miss a lot. But what you may miss most is not being there to protect 
your family. Life insurance is an easy and affordable way to protect them, no matter what happens.

Policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Casualty Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

Call a COUNTRY Financial® Representative to find out more!

If you weren’t here tomorrow, you’d miss a lot. But what you may miss 
most is not being there to protect your family. Life insurance is an easy 

and affordable way to protect them, no matter what happens.

Dan 
Howes
Sycamore

815-756-3377

Mike 
Shipley
Sycamore

815-756-3377

Craig
Popp

Sycamore
815-756-9536

Chris
Patterson

Sycamore
815-758-4540

0115-504HO
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