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Soon it will be March Madness. But I’m not referring to the NCAA tournament.
With the Iowa and New Hampshire caucus/primary behind us, it’s time we look
ahead to our Primary and General Elections. So prepare yourself for nine months of
ads, debates, political positioning, triumph and defeat.
But more importantly, be prepared to vote. In today’s world, media can direct a lot
of information your way. But as a voter, it is your privilege and obligation to vote for
who you feel will best lead this great country we live in.
Do your own research and be an informed voter. Get to know the candidates. Get
to know the issues. Do the candidates agree with where you stand on issues? Do they
possess the qualities you feel are important in leading a country? Do they provide real
solutions?
After the primaries, the results will lead to nominations at the national conventions
later this summer. In the end, like the NCAA tournament, your team may be successful or they may fail to produce. But remember, it’s the collective voice of the people
that lead this country forward.
You are a part of the team. So, be a part of the process and voice your support by
voting in the Illinois Primary on March 15th! ■

Features
4 Females in the Farm Office

		 Get to know farm women who work in farm offices

6 Around the Farm

		 Learn how farmers reduce, reuse and recycle

10 Ask A Farmer

		 Find out how beef cattle can withstand winter weather

12 The Beef Lifecycle: From Farm to Fork

		 Understand the complete beef cattle cycle

16 Fostering Scholarships

		 See how the Fosters benefitted from FB Scholarships

18 Farm Love Stories

		 Meet four farm couples with special love stories

26		 Big Rig in Winter

		 Take a look at the winning picture in our photo contest

DeKalb County Farm Bureau

1

On Prairie Drive

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

February

Love Stories
I love a good love story.
Recently, I spent time
with some farm couples who
shared their love stories and
allowed me to feature them
in this issue. As they shared
their personal stories with
me I couldn’t help but think
how special each story was.
I mean, really … who
would think that tough farm
guys could be so sentimental
and have such tender hearts?
And, they were so creative with their romantic proposals and kind gestures.
A farm field proposal. Eating chocolate chip cookies. A proposal with post-it
notes. Driving a 1952 Pontiac. All great stories with long-lasting memories. I hope
you enjoy them as much as I did.
My love story started 33 years ago with a marriage proposal in a White tractor.
Next was a tractor ride after our wedding, from my country church to the reception.
Jim surprised me with both. I guess I should have seen it coming, something farmrelated, from my farmer. But he caught me off-guard both times. I think that’s
what made it special – an element of surprise and yet so heartfelt.
I hope that you have a good love story to tell. Share it with me sometime. ■
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Find the corn
kernel and win!
Let’s see if you can find the corn
kernel (resembling the one above) in
this month’s issue of our magazine
and be eligible to win a prize.
Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us,
815-756-6361, by March 1 for your
chance to win.
When responding by email, please
include the page number and exact
description of the location of the
kernel on that page. You will also
need to include your name, address
and phone number in the email.
Correct answers will be put into
a drawing and one winner will be
drawn to receive a $20 gift card.
Last month’s winner of the pine
cone contest was Deanne King of
DeKalb. The pine cone was hidden on
page 32, on the bulletin board, upper
left side of the photo. ■

Feb. 22
DCFB Annual Meeting
For “M” Farmer Members
8 a.m.
Feb. 23, 25
Annie’s Project
6 - 9 p.m.

March
March 1, 3
Annie’s Project
6 - 9 p.m.
March 7
Sycamore High School
Jazz Band
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, RSVP by March 1
March 11
DCFB Senior Scholarship
Deadline
By 4:30 p.m.
March 14
Truck Regulations Meeting
Noon - 3 p.m.
RSVP to FB office
March 15
National Ag Day

April
April 4
Eleanor Roosevelt
by Leslie Goddard
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, RSVP by March 29
Meetings are held at the Center for
Agriculture unless otherwise
noted. For most meeting
reservations contact the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau office,
815-756-6361.

Follow us!
facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
Instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
twitter.com/DCFBureau
pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

Send magazine comments to:

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

Our Top 4
CORN - SOYBEANS - HOGS - CATTLE

Locally Grown Ag Commodities
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Females in
Farm Offices

Farm women spend countless hours keeping track of farm
and financial data for their family farm. These two collegeeducated women maintain strong skillsets and have a keen
sense of the farm business.

From marketing to managing the farm office
Fresh out of college, Darla Zierer used her marketing degree
working in the field of communications for a manufacturing
company. After 10 years, she changed jobs and went to work for an
agribusiness company in marketing for a few years.
Darla traded in her business suit and high heels when she married
Darla Zierer Arndt works in the farm office at Arndt Farms.
her husband, Ed Arndt, and began working in their farm office in
1997. “I miss my communications and marketing jobs (mostly the shoes!),
Probably the biggest changes in the
but I do enjoy working in our farm office,” said Darla.
past 19 years at the farm office are
Sometimes she puts her marketing degree to use when writing farm
“technology and information-sharing.”
business letters, but Darla says her daily tasks involve maintaining the
Darla says there are more demands on her
farm’s hog records, payroll, and insurance matters. She works from either
time with emails and accessing informatheir home farm office or from the farm office of her in-laws Eddie and
tion on the internet as she spends most of
Noel − both offices are located near the farm on Schafer Road, north of
her office time on the computer.
Malta.
Ed appreciates Darla’s contributions
Darla and Noel share in the farm office accounting and recordkeeping
to the family farm and her work in the
for Arndt Farms. Darla concentrates more on hog production while Noel
farm office. “We’re a team as we work
focuses on the grain side of their farm business. They use the PC Mars actogether,” he said. “She capably handles
counting program and PigKnows hog record software programs to keep
the hog records, and helps run the seed
track of their farm data.
business. We are better off with her
As Darla inputs hog production numbers provided by her husband and
working here in our farm office.”
their hog foreman, she keeps a close eye on groups of pigs watching for
Darla says some people seem to think,
anything unusual
“When you work from your home, your
in the reports.
time is all yours. It’s not. I have to plan
“I like working in our farm office. It’s peaceful.
“Our numbers
my time wisely so I can get to school
need to be in sync
I like being self-employed and the flexibility.”
functions and other obligations. Therefore,
as we track each
I may be on the computer late, or early the
pig,” said Darla.
next day. Yes, I have flexibility, but I still
Then, farm partners Ed and Eddie analyze the farm numbers further. The
need to get the job done.”
Arndts also share hog records with Bethany Swine Services and receive
She finds time to attend their son
comparative analysis with other local farms.
Austin’s school activities at DeKalb High
Another farm entity of the Arndts is their seed dealership. Ed is a
School and time for their daughter, Katie,
DEKALB seed dealer, and Darla provides support by keeping track of
when she comes home from college. Katie
inventory and sending out invoices to customers.
is a freshman at Iowa State University.
“I like working in our farm office,” said Darla. “It’s peaceful. I like being
Once a city girl, Darla likes being a
self-employed and the flexibility.” What doesn’t she like? “The smell of the
farm woman and working in the office for
handwritten hog records which are given to me to enter in the computer.”
their family farm. ■
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Changing times: Not her mother’s farm office
From her office chair, Andrea Thurwanger will tell you the
manner she gets her job done at Hartmann Farms is much
different from when her mother, Nancy, worked there. Her
mother would enter farm numbers by hand in a recordkeeping
book and hand-write checks − a pencil and a calculator were
her mother’s main office staples.
Instead of pushing a pencil, Andrea relies on her computer
and software for accounting and farm recordkeeping programs
as office manager at the family farm. She is highly qualified
with her farm background and college degrees in office and
business administration.
“I really like working here with my family,” says Andrea.
“Every day is a little different and the flexibility is nice, too.”
Andrea uses two computer software programs, PC Mars and
Pig Champ, for crop and hog data entries, accounting, and farm
Andrea Hartmann Thurwanger is the office manager at
and financial analysis. She also is proficient with other software
Hartmann Farms.
such as Microsoft Office.
For the past 15 years, Andrea has been paying bills, generating
invoices, entering farm data, handling payroll, ordering supplies, generShe continues, “My job is to keep the
ating W2s and 1099s,
records in order and pay the bills. I do a
and filing quarterly tax
lot of stuff the guys don’t like to do. But
reports
for
the
farm,
I don’t mind and besides, it allows them
“My job is to keep the records in
among
other
things.
to get their farm work done.”
order and pay the bills. I do a lot of
She works closely
What she especially enjoys is when
stuff the guys don’t like to do. But
with her brothers, father
they discuss new farm business ideas
I don’t mind and besides, it allows
and nephew, all farm
or changes and she is given the task of
them to get their farm work done.”
partners at Hartmann
crunching numbers and providing the
Farms. While the
farm partners with information to help
men keep busy with
in their decision-making. “I lend support
livestock and crop work, Andrea for the most part stays in the farm
and help them figure out if changes/new
office engaged in her work – the exception being every other month
ideas are worth implementing,” says
when she helps sort new pigs.
Andrea.
“My day might start by doing payroll (for 5 employees and 5 family
The Hartmann farm office is located
members). But then Jeff comes in and needs me to send out some
on the home farm, south of Sycamore,
emails for him. Dad (Gerry) will come in and ask for some help with
just minutes away from Andrea’s house.
a spreadsheet. Doug gives me hog numbers and asks me to run some
When Andrea is not at the farm office
reports. So eventually, I will resume payroll after I’ve assisted them,”
she may be home or visiting one of her
said Andrea.
college-aged children – Christian, at
Western Illinois University and Rachel,
at Illinois State University. ■

Farm office tasks
Accounting, crop records, tax preparation & tax forms, payroll,
livestock records, office supplies, computer software programs,
emails, accessing/sharing information, communications, farm &
financial analysis, organizing files, correspondence, paying bills,
insurance, interfacing with farm partners & businesses
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Around theFARM
by Lisa Fleming

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle - A Farmer’s Mantra!
As we close the books on 2015, I find it funny the gifts we gave this year. I
am becoming like my husband, more than I want to admit. We made many of
them!
Farmers have been recycling before it was all the rage. Any time we tear a
building down, we assess the items (junk in my mind) and sift through to find
the boards that may someday patch something, prop something up, or block
the wheels.
If we disassemble anything in the shop, there is always a pile of screws, nuts
and bolts, and hinges that could be used on some other project. Don’t ever
go to a “box store” looking for hardware because we have it and my husband
knows exactly where it is! We save cardboard to protect the floor or other
things when we paint; who needs to purchase a drop cloth?
So earlier this year I began the search for a rain barrel for my mom. I sat
down with my laptop and searched Pinterest. How hard could this be? WOW!
Who knew what a big deal rain barrels were and you can beautify them, all
with the help of the computer. My dad had the barrel, Greg had the hardware,
and I had the copying skills of a true artist. Together it turned out pretty neat.
The burn barrel for my sister was interesting. Again, my husband to the
rescue! He had the barrel and the knowledge and our kids had the talent. Our
daughter was introduced to a few tools in the shop and then learned she had a
skill in torch cutting no one knew she had. We even have pictures to prove it.
I started to look
around at our farm
for what we reuse
Probably the most reused and recycled
and found that when
items on the farm are our tractors. We
we feed our cattle
have a whole collection of older and
we use a few byantique tractors … On our farm we still use
products. We have
a pit silo filled with
those older tractors for many jobs.
husk purchased from
Monsanto’s seed
corn harvest. They harvest the ear of corn with the husk on and haul it from
the field in western Illinois to the production plant in Waterman. There they
remove the husk, and truck it to our farm. It becomes valuable roughage for
our cattle that we can’t supply.
The other input for the cattle feed is wet distillers that we buy from the
CHS Corn Processing Plant (ethanol production) outside of Rochelle. It has a
protein value aiding in the growth of the cattle with a lower cost than buying
corn. FACT: Every 56-pound bushel of corn processed by a dry mill ethanol
plant generates 2.8 gallons of ethanol and approximately 17.5 pounds of
animal feed - distillers dried grains. (Renewable Fuels Association)
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Lisa Fleming is a farm woman and high
school teacher from rural Shabbona.
Her farm family raises corn, soybeans,
and beef cattle.

And probably the most reused and
recycled items on the farm are our
tractors. We have a whole collection of
older and antique tractors. I am amazed
at the value of these antique tractors;
most will hold their value or increase. On
our farm we still use those older tractors
for many jobs. The one downfall I see ─
many of these older tractors have no cab.
Not usually a big selling point on a cold,
wet April day in Illinois.
We have become a throwaway society.
Your cellphone breaks, buy a new one.
Your 10-year-old washing machine
breaks and the repair man says you’re
lucky it lasted so long. And yet farmers
clamor to buy the older tractor models,
not always the new stuff, and find value
in someone else’s leftovers. ■

What is that?
Beef cattle spend at least the first six months
of their lives grazing on pasture or rangeland.
At around six months of age or older, many
cattle are moved to feedlots, or feedyards.
A feedlot is an enclosed pen and/or building
where beef cattle are fed until they are ready
for market. In a feedlot, cattle are fed special
rations or mixtures of grain, forage, and
minerals.
Feedlots in our area usually consist of long,
large buildings. These buildings are designed
for good airflow while keeping cattle dry.

Beef Feedlot
Most feedlot buildings are partially open to
the south. In the winter, this allows the sun to
shine in. In the summer when the sun is higher,
the buildings provide shade.
Feedlots allow farmers to closely monitor
animal health as the cattle are “finished,” or
raised to market weight.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Deer are attracted to a variety of plants including, hosta, fruit trees,
arborvitae, yew, azalea, rhododendron, daylily, tulip, English ivy,
hybrid tea rose, sweet corn, lettuce, raspberry, strawberry, and broccoli.
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Janice M. Weber, University of Illinois Extension
DeKalb County Master Gardener

Oh, Deer!
Have you ever admired flowers
in your garden, only to find them
reduced to short, bare sticks the
next day? Deer did this to my
patch of Black-Eyed Susans last
summer.
Even though its winter, it’s not
too soon to start working on your
strategy for the upcoming garden
and deer seasons.
First, let’s examine the standard
advice:
Use Plants Deer Don’t Eat:
This is a tough one because it can
change between seasons and differ
from deer to deer. Of course there
are some things they never eat, but
who wants to landscape their yard
in onions?
Deer Won’t Come Close to
a House: Some deer are bold. If
you rap on the window and make
faces, they will look up and go
back to munching.
Buy or Make Deer
Repellant Concoctions: You
can try some of these. But who
feels like getting up at 2 a.m. to
respray, because that’s when the
rain stopped. And the aroma of
your homemade mixture might
result in low turn-out at your
backyard party.
Face it, deer are eatingmachines. One of them can take
down all your hostas. An adult
deer will consume around seven
pounds of vegetation daily. But,
it could be worse. Think elk and
picture the appetite of a moose.

Deer like a varied diet. They make
a bee-line for nutritious plants (our
vegetables) that grow in rich soil
(our gardens and flower beds). Many
things we love are at the top of their
list.
But gardening is about more than
the first ripe tomato and that beautiful
rose. We garden because we believe
this will be our best year ever and we
are heartbroken when disaster strikes.
If you feel like throwing away your
gardening gloves and filling in the
bare spots with plastic pink flamingoes, there are some strategies.
First, it helps to know that these
plants are big attractants: hosta, fruit
trees, arborvitae, yew, azalea, rhododendron, daylily, tulip, English ivy,
hybrid tea rose, sweet corn, lettuce,
raspberry, strawberry, and broccoli.
Plant a yardful and brace yourself for
the thundering herd.
Second, use types of plants that
deer don’t usually like. They tend to
avoid fuzzy ones like lamb’s ear, or
thorny plants like barberry. Roses
are an exception. Deer have been
observed plucking every flower from
a bed of hybrid tea roses. You’ll have
better luck with thorny old-fashioned
roses and rugosa hybrids.
Deer rely on their sensitive sense
of smell and are confused by strong
fragrances. Use catnip, chives,
garlic, onion, allium, lavender, sage,
spearmint, thyme, and yarrow. Plant
them next to special things to throw
deer off.
Certain annuals tend to be more
deer-resistant such as: ageratum,
alyssum, dusty miller, marigold,

petunia, verbena, salvia, snapdragon,
sunflower, and zinnia.
Some reliable perennials are: astilbe,
baby’s breath, campanula, candytuft,
columbine, coreopsis, daisy, delphinium, dianthus, many ferns, cranesbill geranium, globe thistle, hellebore,
hibiscus, iris, Joe-Pye weed, maltese
cross, peony, poppy, purple coneflower,
veronica and Russian sage.
In the vegetable garden the list is
disappointingly short. They dislike
rhubarb, pumpkin, squash, cucumber,
and aromatic herbs. Peppers, tomatoes,
and potatoes are sometimes damaged.

Deer don’t care for drought-resistant
plants or many ornamental grasses.
Foxglove, monkshood and boxwood
are toxic. For spring bulbs choose
daffodil, crocus, snowdrop and
grape hyacinth.
Deer hesitate to jump a barrier if
the other side is narrow or if there’s a
terrace. Also, they’re suspicious of a
hedge if they can’t see over or through
it.
But keep it all in perspective. There’s
probably a bold deer with a stuffy
nose out there and your address on it.
Someday it might find a way around
your hedge, trample the Russian sage,
and devour the bud on your favorite
rose. ■

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Q: How do beef cattle withstand the cold,
winter weather?

A: Beef cattle have natural insulation with

a thick, dense coat of hair and fat which
protects them from the cold when outside
on a pasture or in feedlots.

Roy Plote is a sixth generation farmer from Leland. He
farms with his brother and brother-in-law raising beef
cattle, corn, soybeans, wheat and hay. Roy and his wife,
Janet, have two sons, Ethan and Avery.

Beef cattle can handle cold and snowy weather quite well. They grow
a thick and dense coat of hair for the winter season. Even if covered in
a blanket of snow on their backs, their outer fat and hair insulate and
protect them from the cold.
Besides these natural defenses, there are many farm management
practices that help cattle during severe winter storms. The first two are
of equal importance – dry bedding for them to lie on and extra feed for
energy. Of course, a good water supply is also important.
Healthy animals can withstand the winter and weather change pretty
well. However, newly purchased cattle that may not be accustomed to
new feedstuffs, eating from a bunk instead of pasture, and water from
a tank instead of a
creek or stream, can
be challenged by the
It’s important to keep beef cattle dry and
cold when added to
protected from drafts or wind. Extra feed
the other stresses.
for energy and water is also important to
Cattle respond
well to added
maintain healthy cattle in the winter.
energy in the water
and feed. Products
that contain probiotics help jumpstart the rumen bacteria to encourage
fermentation and digestion of the high-fiber diet. Electrolytes and sugars
give cattle a boost of energy. Chlortetracycline is used as a preventative
treatment for the at-risk animals as a feed supplement. All of these water
and feed products help to maintain their energy to produce body heat that
is vital to overcome extreme cold conditions.
For cattle of all sizes, a wind break of some sort is helpful for their
long-term health in the north and snowier climates. Woods and tree lines
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serve as natural wind breaks. Farmers
can make wind protection fences from
posts and metal, stacks of bales, or
parking machinery, such as trailers, in
ways to block or divert the wind, and
utilize other features such as grain bins,
buildings, or hills the farm has available.
Barns and other buildings also offer
cattle protection from the blowing snow
and wind. Yet steamy barns can actually
increase the chances of spreading
sickness and disease as the pathogens
can move and stay viable on the water
droplets in the air. So, although a wellbedded barn full of cattle is warmer,
if there is steam there is also concern.
Cattle lungs are not much larger than
human lungs and therefore their respiratory system is their Achilles heel.
Keeping a beef animal dry can be a
challenge in some winters, especially
for smaller animals trudging through the
snow. Therefore, young animals need
a dry place to lie. Cattlemen will often
unroll bales of hay as supplement feed
for pastured cattle.
Cattle become accustomed to the cold
over time, and they can handle being out
in nature. ■

Food Favorites

Red Velvet Brownies
with Cream Cheese Frosting
These brownies not only look gorgeous, but perfectly
capture the taste of a red velvet cake in brownie form.
Yield: 24 large brownies or 36 small brownies
Prep Time: 20 minutes
Cook Time: 25-35 minutes
Total Time: 55 minutes

Ingredients

Instructions

Brownies

Heat oven to 350 degrees. Grease a 9” by 13”
baking pan with butter or shortening.

1 cup butter
2 ounces bittersweet chocolate
baking bar, coarsely chopped
1 1/2 cups sugar
1 1/2 cups light brown sugar
4 large eggs
1 (1 ounce) bottle red liquid food coloring
1 tablespoon vanilla extract
3 tablespoons low-fat buttermilk
2 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
1
/2 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
1
/4 teaspoon salt

Frosting
1 (8 ounce) package cream cheese
4 tablespoons butter, softened
1 1/2 cups powdered sugar
1
/8 teaspoon salt
1
/2 teaspoon vanilla extract

Microwave butter and bittersweet chocolate
in a large microwave-safe bowl on high 1 1/2
minutes or until melted and smooth, stirring
at 30-second intervals.
Whisk in sugars. Add eggs, one at a time,
whisking just until blended after each addition.
Add red food coloring, vanilla and buttermilk
and whisk until thoroughly blended.
With a wooden spoon, gently stir in flour,
cocoa powder and salt. Pour and spread batter
into prepared pan.
Bake 25 to 35 minutes or until wooden pick
inserted in center comes out with a few moist
crumbs. Cool completely in pan on wire rack
before frosting.
While brownies cool, make frosting. In a
medium bowl, beat cream cheese and butter at
medium speed with electric mixer until creamy.
Gradually add powdered sugar and salt,
beating until blended. Stir in vanilla.
Frost cooled brownies and store in refrigerator.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Farm & Food

The Beef Lifecycle:
From Farm to Fork
The beef lifecycle is perhaps one of the most unique and complex lifecycles of any food. It takes anywhere from two to three years to bring
beef from farm to fork.
The beef community is not vertically integrated, meaning that an
animal will change owners or caretakers an average of two to three
times during its lifetime. Each caretaker along the way specializes in a
key area of a cow’s life, providing the proper care, nutrition and animal
health plans that the animal needs at that specific point in its life.
The farmers and ranchers at each stage of the beef lifecycle utilize
diverse resources available in their geographic area, such as local feedstuffs, land that can’t be used to raise crops, or grass that might grow all
year around. The entire beef community focuses on proper animal care,
such as Beef Quality Assurance, in order to raise high-quality beef for
millions of people around the world to enjoy.
In short, it takes a broad community of dedicated people working
together to bring beef from farm to fork. The beef community is made
up of cow-calf ranches, stockers & backgrounders, livestock auction
markets, feedyards or feedlots, and packing plants.
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Here’s a brief overview
of the beef lifecycle:

1. Cow-Calf Farm or Ranch –
Raising beef begins with ranchers who
maintain a breeding herd of mama cows
that give birth to calves once a year.
When a calf is born, it weighs about 60 to
100 pounds. Over the next few months,
each calf will live off its mother’s milk
and graze on grass pastures.
2. Weaning – Calves are weaned from
their mother’s milk at about six to 10
months of age when they weigh between
450 and 700 pounds. These calves
continue to graze on grass pastures.
About 1/3 of the female cows will stay
on the farm to continue to grow and to
become new mama cows the following
year. ►

Farm & Food

3. Stockers and Backgrounders –
After weaning, cattle continue to grow and
thrive by grazing on grass and pastures
during the stocker and backgrounder
phase.
4. Livestock Auction Markets –
After weaning and/or during the stocker
and backgrounder phase, cows are sold at
livestock auction markets.
5. Feedyard/Feedlot – Mature cows
are often moved to feedyards, also called
feedlots. Here cattle typically spend four
to six months, during which time they
have constant access to water and room
to move around. They are free to graze at
feed bunks containing a carefully balanced
diet made up of roughage (such as hay,
grass and fiber), grain (such as corn, wheat
and soybean meal) and local renewable
feed sources, such as the tops of sugar beet
plants, potato peelings or even citrus pulp.
Veterinarians, nutritionists and cattlemen
work together to look after each animal.
Feedlots can vary in size, shape and geographic location.
6. Packing Plant – Once cattle reach
market weight (typically 1,200 to 1,400
pounds and 18 to 22 months of age), they
are sent to a packing plant, also called a
processing facility. United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) inspectors
are stationed in all federally inspected
packing plants and oversee the implementation of safety, animal welfare and quality

DeKalb County
BEEF
There are about 30,000 beef cattle
being raised on DeKalb County farms.
Some are raised in feedlots and then
marketed when they reach 1,2001,400 pounds. Other beef cattle are
raised on pasture and in buildings
as part of small cow-calf herds for
breeding, showing, and for
meat or market.

standards from the time animals enter the plant until the final beef
products are shipped to grocery stores and restaurant establishments. If
animals are sick or have an injury the USDA inspector will deem the
animal unfit for human consumption, and the animal will not enter the
food supply.
7. Food Service and Retail – Beef is shipped and sold in the
United States and abroad. In the retail and food service (restaurant)
channels, operators take steps to provide consumers with the safest,
most wholesome and nutritious products possible.
For delicious recipes for beef, including tips on cooking steak and
making the perfect hamburger, visit www.beefitswhatsfordinner.com.
It takes a dedicated community of people to bring beef from farm to
fork, but the result is wholesome, delicious and high-quality beef that
people can feel good about.
Learn more about each segment of the beef lifecycle by visiting
www.factsaboutbeef.com, www.beefitswhatsfordinner.com, or by
visiting farmer and rancher blogs, such as:
• Feedyard Foodie – Anne Burkholder of Cozad, NE (feedyard)
• Kids, Cows and Grass – Debbie Lyons-Blythe of Flint Hills, KS
(cow/calf ranch)
• The Cow Docs – Dr. Jake and Dr. Carolyn Geis of Tyndall, SD
(veterinarians) ■
Adapted from www. http://factsaboutbeef.com/. Used with permission.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau

13

Farm Country

On the Road Seminar for truckers
Trucking regulations got you
scratching your head? Hearing conflicting explanations? What’s the
difference between a “Farm Vehicle
Driver” and a “Covered Farm
Vehicle” operator? Does it matter?
To sort it all out, farmers and
truckers are welcome to attend an
On the Road Seminar on Monday,
March 14 at the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau. The seminar begins at
12-noon with lunch and concludes by
3 p.m.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau is
hosting the two-hour seminar that
focuses on trucking laws for farmers.

FBFM analysis
reviews ag year
Local farm incomes were
lower in 2015, especially on
livestock farms. Yet grain
farm income was better than
expected, says Scott Newport.
Newport will present an ag
year in review at the Farm
Business Farm Management (FBFM) annual analysis
meeting on Wednesday, March
16 at the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau.
The FBFM specialist will
offer his analysis of 2015 farm
data for FBFM cooperators. He
will also provide cooperators
with individual comparative
analysis with the distribution
of handouts.
The FBFM meeting begins
at 10 a.m. and includes
lunch. During lunch, Gilbert
Sebenste, NIU staff meteorologist, will discuss weather
patterns and trends.
For lunch reservations,
contact Newport at Newport@
fbfm.org. ■
14
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The seminar will take a special look
at the latest “Covered Farm Vehicle”
exemptions and farmers will have
the chance to ask those farm trucking
questions that they can’t seem to find
the answers for anywhere else.
Trucking regulations have changed
in the past few years. In fact, last
summer the Governor signed legislation adding a new exemption
from the CDL, and another CDL
exemption is still pending. In
addition to that there have been
changes to regulations regarding: the
medical card, hours of service limitations, equipment inspection requirements, ATV operation, mobile phone
use, out-of-state CDL use, post-trip
inspections, and more.
The seminar will cover those
recent changes and some of the
more-established but still misunderstood rules such as the USDOT
Number, UCR registrations, and
driver’s license classifications.
Presenting the seminar will be
Kevin Rund who has specialized in
farm transportation issues for the
Illinois Farm Bureau® for more than
35 years. Those in attendance will

Kevin Rund will answer questions and
update truckers on new regulations at the
On the Road Seminar on March 14.

receive take-home materials covering
these topics.
The seminar is free courtesy of the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau and
Illinois Farm Bureau, but advance
registration is requested. Please call
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
to reserve your place at the On the
Road Seminar, 815-756-6361. ■

Farm Safety Camp for Kids
coming June 22!

Farm Country

Kohl: Cut costs to stay in farming
“Good times don’t last
forever, neither do bad
times,” says Dr. David Kohl.
Speaking to local farmers, Kohl
was candid in his comments saying
that farmers would have to cut costs
by 10% to 30% to stay in the game.
“There’s some real nasty stuff
going on in agriculture. To survive,
you will need to renegotiate cash
rents and lower input costs,” Kohl
said.
The Virginia Tech professor
emeritus laid out the current state of
the agricultural economy − farmers
faced with low commodity prices

and much lower farm incomes. With
tight margins, he underscored the
urgency to develop a farm plan and
“get better before getting bigger.”
The farm plan should contain:
• Documentation – A business,
family and personal plan with one to
five-year goals.
• Balance Sheet – An up-to-date
balance sheet.
• Projected Cash Flow – Cash
flows with best and worst case
scenarios.
• Income Performance Comparisons – Comparing income from this
year to the previous year.
At the seminar sponsored by 1st
National Bank, Landon Faivre
echoed Kohl’s comments
stating, “If we don’t see
grain prices increase, there
will be pressure in agriculture. Faivre urged farmers to
“know your cost of production, use a budget, understand
your breakeven, and develop a

Dr. David Kohl told farmers the key
to success is handling volatility and
keeping costs down in today’s changing
agricultural environment.

plan to manage short and long-term
margins.”
“Reducing the costs of rent, seed
and fertilizer,” are the big three that
farmers need to work at in order to
be profitable this year,” said Faivre. ■

Farm Bureau sets legislative priorities

Farm Show Conversations
Catching up through conversations was one
of the appeals of the Northern Illinois Farm
Show last month. Farm Bureau staff visited with
hundreds of farmers stopping by the Foundation
for Agriculture booth. Shown in the booth are
Farm Bureau Manager Greg Millburg and
Carl Heide, DeKalb farmer. During the Farm
Show, the Foundation had a drawing for a free
Milwaukee drill, provided by GRAINGER, a
supporter of the Foundation. The winner of the
drill was Don Huftalin of Malta.

Each year the Illinois Farm
Bureau develops legislative
priorities based on the policy
set by the organization’s voting
delegates at the annual meeting.
The Illinois Farm Bureau
state legislative priorities for
2016 include:
• Seek passage of a state
budget that provides funding
for core agriculture programs
and includes strategies for efficiently and effectively providing
services.
• Maintain tax incentives
for agriculture that protect the
economic well-being of farmers.
• Seek legislation that will
maintain reduced property tax
assessments on agriculture filter
strips so these important tools

for nutrient management and the
reduction of soil erosion remain
economically viable.
• Seek legislation amending
expedited review procedures for
new large, complex utility projects
that will better protect landowners’
property rights.
• Seek legislation allowing the
Governor to increase overweight
tolerances for divisible loads of
agricultural commodities during a
declared harvest emergency.
• Oppose an increase to Illinois’
minimum wage that is believed to
be inflationary and would negatively
impact Illinois’ business climate.
• Seek legislation to reduce the
current traffic and criminal conviction surcharge paid on truck overweight fines. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Fostering Scholarships
For the last 60 years local families have benefitted from the Farm
Bureau Senior Scholarship program. One of those families is the Foster
farm family near Earlville in southern DeKalb County.
Curt, Susan, Hilary and Rachel
Foster all received the Senior
Scholarship as they graduated from
Shabbona and Indian Creek High
School in 1979, 1982, 2007, and
2010, respectively.
Susan recollects being awarded the
scholarship. “My grandparents and
parents (the Gilmores) were involved
in Farm Bureau so the scholarship
was more meaningful being part of
the farming community. At that time
I didn’t have as much opportunity
to search out scholarships and there
weren’t as many choices for scholarships,” said Susan, who earned a
bachelor’s degree from NIU in
child development and a master’s
degree in education from Aurora

University. She is a second grade
teacher at Indian Creek Elementary.
Curt also comes from a farm
family who was active in Farm
Bureau. “It was nice recognition
for a farm kid to receive the Farm
Bureau scholarship,” said Curt, who
attended Kishwaukee College and
then earned a bachelor’s degree in
agricultural economics from Illinois
State University. Curt began farming
after college and still farms today.
Daughters Hilary and Rachel appreciated the financial assistance for
their college educations from Farm
Bureau. “It was nice to be recognized for hard work (in high school)
and to receive support for college,”
said Rachel. “I was excited to get

Farm Bureau’s scholarship. Every bit
of scholarship money helped,” said
Hilary.
Hilary graduated with a B.S. in
secondary education from the
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater. She now is a special education
teacher at Geneva High School and
married to Brad Hamblock.
Rachel earned a B.S. in Bilingual
Elementary Education from Illinois
State University and currently is
a first and second grade teacher at
Stevenson Elementary in Schaumburg.
Besides receiving Farm Bureau
scholarships, common bonds for the
Foster four are farming, teaching
and running. They are proud of their
farm family heritage and centennial
farm. All three females teach young
people and oftentimes share their
farm knowledge in the classroom.
And finally, they enjoy the sport of
running which started when the girls
were in middle school track. Now
Hilary is a high school track and cross
country coach, and she and her sister
and father have run marathons. Curt
plans to run the Boston Marathon in
April.

Why Apply for Farm Bureau’s
Senior Scholarship?

Curt, Susan, Hilary and Rachel Foster all earned Farm Bureau’s Senior Scholarship.
The Fosters of rural Earlville appreciated the financial assistance and recognition from
Farm Bureau.
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Hilary says: “High school can be
intimidating – students think that they
have to have excellent grades and
be in many clubs. They really don’t
appreciate what they have done or
who they are. I would encourage
students to apply and appreciate what
they have accomplished and understand their own unique worth.”
Curt agrees: “You don’t have to
be captain of your basketball team or
number one in your class to apply for
scholarships.”
Susan adds: “I urged the girls to
apply for the Farm Bureau scholarship to help with college expenses.
We were thrilled when they received
the senior scholarships.”
Rachel says: “There’s no harm in
trying for scholarships. I applied for
several and got some.” ■

Scholarships

Senior Scholarship applications due soon
Application forms for Farm
Bureau’s Senior Scholarships are due
by Friday, March 11.
The DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation will grant scholarships
to deserving high school seniors
pursuing a college education.
High school seniors who will be
attending a two or four-year college,
university or vocational/technical
school in the fall of 2016 are eligible
to apply.
Students’ families must have
been an M (voting) or A (Associate)
member in good standing of the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau continuously since Sept. 1, 2014.
Scholarship selection is based
on academics, leadership, and
community service. The scholarship
award is for a total of $1,200 for the
freshman year of college.

“College has made me realize
how fortunate I am to be pursuing a secondary education.
The Farm Bureau Scholarship
is helping provide me this opportunity and I am extremely
grateful for their support.”
Karrigan Cowan

The application form may be downloaded at www.dekalbfarmbureau.org.
Save the document to your computer,
fill it out electronically, print a copy
and mail or deliver the completed form,
along with all necessary attachments,
to the Farm Bureau. The application
cannot be submitted electronically.
Application forms are also available
through the Farm Bureau office or from
high school guidance counselors. ■

Pork Scholarships now available
Applications are now available
for the DeKalb Area Pork Producers
Scholarship. An application form
can be picked up at the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau office or be
downloaded from the organization’s website: www.
dekalbfarmbureau.org.
The DeKalb Area
Pork Producers Association will be awarding
a $750 college scholarship to a
student involved in the pork industry.
The Pork Scholarship has been an
ongoing program of the local association, which benefits pork producer
families and promotes higher
education.
To be eligible, a student must be
either a senior in high school or

currently enrolled in college in an
undergraduate degree program. They,
or their parents, must be a member
of the DeKalb Area Pork Producers
Association for at least two years
prior to applying (by April
2014). Past recipients are not
eligible to apply.
Applications may be downloaded from the Farm Bureau
website, typed and printed. The application must be submitted in person
or by mail to the Farm Bureau office.
Selection is based upon a student’s
pork background/involvement, school
and community activities, college/
career plans and responses to essay
questions.
The deadline to apply for the Pork
Scholarship is Friday, April 29. ■

Karrigan Cowan of Big Rock was one
of the 2015 recipients of the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Senior Scholarship.
Karragan is a freshman at Eastern Illinois
University studying physical therapy.

Looking for
ag-related
scholarships?

Here are some to consider.
Illinois Beef Association
Deadline March 1.
www.illinoisbeef.com.
DeKalb County Farmland Foundation
Deadline March 11.
Email: dkenney53@hotmail.com.
1st Farm Credit Services
Deadline March 31.
www.1stfarmcredit.com.
Illinois Farm Bureau Rural
Nurse Practitioner Scholarship
Deadline May 1.
Email: promba@ilfb.org.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Couples share how they make wedded bliss last.

The Proposal

used a quad runner and measuring
wheel to measure the letters and
mark the field. Then his dad got
Brandon Wessels wanted
out the grain drill to plant the late
something “unique” as he
varieties establishing the words.
planned his marriage proposal
What Brandon didn’t count on
for his girlfriend, Kayla.
was a drought in 2012, which
“I decided that I’m doing this one
provided very little differences
time so, go big!” said Brandon. He
in the varieties. He had a pilot fly
roughed out a sketch of a corn field
over the soybean field to confirm
and thought he could cut down plants
that the late and early varieties
for the words to be seen clearly from
looked the same.
above. He brought the idea to his dad,
So “Plan B” kicked in,
Rob, whom he farms with and together
explained Brandon. “I was in my
Kayla and Brandon Wessels still beam with excitement
they figured out a plan. But they
over their unique marriage proposal.
last year of college and trying to
changed the plan from using corn to
figure out what I could do to make
soybeans.
this work. My dad said he would use his combine for cutting out the soybean plants to
They would plant two varieties of
form the letters and that should work, and it did.”
soybeans, an early and late variety.
Brandon came home for the weekend and coaxed his girlfriend, Kayla, to go for a
There would be distinguishing colors
ride in a small engine airplane, which had previously been arranged with a friend of the
between the two – the late variety
family. The airplane ride would be something that was on their “bucket list” so Kayla
would still be green while the early
was up for the adventure.
variety would be yellow in the fall
As the two of them rode in the plane and circled over the soybean field Kayla noticed
– as they planned for the September
the field that read, “Kayla, Will You Marry Me?” Then, Brandon followed with his
proposal.
verbal proposal that he shouted out due to the noisy airplane.
Brandon calculated the size of each
“It was amazing,” said Kayla. “Who would expect that? To get proposed to in an
letter (250’ x 500’) and location in the
airplane overlooking a bean field. It was above and beyond my expectations.”
field, east of the Wessels farmstead on
They returned to the DeKalb airport to be greeted and congratulated by their parents
Minnegan Road in rural Waterman. He
that morning of Sept. 29, 2012. A year later they were married on Aug. 17, 2013.
Kayla, a nurse at Kishwaukee
Hospital, and Brandon, a farmer
for Wessels Family Farm, both
appreciate spending time with
each other, especially outdoors.
They’ve been known to park the
car on a country road to gaze at
the stars or grab a blanket and
sit under the wind tower on their
farm and watch the sunset.
Both of them still smile as they
think about the proposal. Brandon
says, “That’s what I like about
Kayla, her smile, and that she is
so genuine.” Kayla adds, “His
This was the view from the sky of the soybean field on Minnegan Road with the proposal Brandon
eyes, his sense of humor, and his
Wessels prepared for Kayla.
chivalry are just perfect.” ■
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The Sweet Side of Life

If you give a chocolate chip cookie to Allan Prestegaard
chances are he’ll probably ask for another.
Chocolate chip cookies are the common thread in the story of
love and marriage for Allan and Marlene Prestegaard. The story
begins more than a half century ago on their family farms in rural
Lee and Steward.
“When we were dating, Allan would come over to my house
and being a dairyman he always would be late, arriving about 10
p.m.,” said Marlene. “It was too late to go anywhere so we just
stayed home and mom always had chocolate chip cookies ready
for him. He loved my mother’s cookies!”
Before long, Marlene was using her mother’s recipe and making
chocolate chip cookies for Allan. He liked her cookies and she
liked his baby blue 1960 Pontiac convertible, as well as each other, of course.
Allan said his attraction to Marlene, then a young school teacher, was first
based on “her looks” but once he got to know her he appreciated her “friendliness, nice personality, and strong family values.”
Marlene recalls, “When I met Allan I knew that this was the guy I wanted to
marry because he was hard-working, had a sense of humor, and of course there
was the car!”
The two were married on Feb. 24, 1968 at St. James Catholic Church in Lee.
Their honeymoon was an overnight stay in Aurora; they returned home to farm
and teach the next day.
The young farm couple milked dairy cows the first 17 years of their marriage
on their Steward family farm. Together with their children, they spent countless
hours in the dairy barns milking cows and feeding the young calves. “We were
busy,” explained Marlene. “But they were good years working together on the
farm.”
Today, as adults, their seven children – Dave, Dan, Erin, Mike, Joel, Jamie
and Sara – all have some connection to agriculture or teaching, following in the
footsteps of their parents.
The Prestegaards sold their dairy cows and began raising beef cattle in 1985.
They now have 90 crossbred cows/calves in their herd, including a few club
calves for the grandchildren to show.

Chocolate chip cookies are the
common thread in Marlene and Allan
Prestegaard’s marriage.

After 48 years of marriage,
Marlene says their marriage works
because of their farm and family
values. “Working together, we
milked cows, we baled hay and
straw, we pulled calves. We had
children. For all of this, we have
been blessed.”
“Family togetherness is important
to us still today,” says Allan. “And
it happens because of Marlene.
They just tolerate me! I give her
an enormous amount of credit for
raising our family.”
What makes them happy? “Family
time.” They enjoy it when their adult
children drop by and bring the grandchildren along. Holidays are especially happy times – they
had 42 family members at
Christmas.
When the family stops
by they can usually
count on a fresh batch of
chocolate chip cookies.
Allan says there’s no
better cookie – it’s sweet
and carries such sweet
memories. ■
The Prestegaards are all
about family. Allan and
Marlene are pictured with
their seven children and
18 grandchildren.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Love & Laughter

The Keneways say their marriage is based on love,
having a good sense of humor and laughter.
After years of child-rearing and being wrapped up in their
children’s activities, Scott and Karen Keneway are “empty nesters.”
Karen says, “Our lives have shifted. And now, we enjoy the
satisfaction of knowing our kids are happy.”
Karen remembers those busy days when their kids – Kyle, Jason
and Lauren – were young and some days “would just unravel.” She
was a stay-at-home mom then and appreciated when Scott would
come home from work and give her some relief. But it wasn’t long
before both of them realized that “kids grow up fast.”
The Keneways have been married for almost three decades. What
drew them together and still keeps the spark going today are their
common interests in life like snowmobiling, summer and winter
vacations, and motorcycle rides.
Scott farms and is quite the handy man who “can fix just about
anything,” says Karen. He is a part-time mechanic and repairs
Scott and Karen Keneway are enjoying the middle years
small engines. Scott says he’s happy “when he can diagnose a
of their lives and motorcycle rides.
problem and then fix it.” He also enjoys projects; he completely
“Two days after I met him I
remodeled their house in rural Kingston.
told
my mother this is the guy I’m
Karen is crafty and likes to scrapbook and make assorted crafts, including a
going to marry,” said Karen. “He
few barn quilts. She also is a self-taught computer wizard whose full-time job is
was the whole package – he was
technology coordinator for the Hiawatha School District.
cute, stable, well-liked, and he
The two say their marriage continues to be strong today because they both have
could fix things (just like her dad,
a good sense of humor and enjoy a good laugh. “Taco Tuesdays” is another reason,
who built houses and cars). Scott
says Karen with a chuckle.
fell for Karen, too. “She was
Scott has farmed his entire life growing corn and soybeans, in the Sycamore and
good-looking, fun and driven,”
Kingston areas. He attended Sycamore schools and Kishwaukee College. Years
said Scott.
ago he also raised hogs. “Farming has allowed us to live comfortably,” said Scott.
They were engaged Christmas
His farm philosophy is: “To
1985.
Scott remembers it being
do the best job I can on the
a late harvest that year due to the
acres I farm and take pride
wet weather. He finished harvestin my farm work.”
ing corn on Dec. 18 and then went
Karen grew up Burlingand bought an engagement ring
ton, earned her bachelor’s
for Karen. Karen recalls razing
degree in economics from
him because he didn’t formally
NIU, and had plans to work
ask her to marry him.
and live in Chicago. Her
Well Scott made up for his lack
plans changed when she
of a “real proposal” and the day
met Scott – a mutual friend
before their wedding he plastered
arranged the connection.
the house with post-it notes that
read, “Will You Marry Me?” They
were married Sept. 20, 1986.
Karen likes to scrapbook
Almost 30 years later, they both
while Scott enjoys fixing small
enjoy being with each other and
engines (his first small engine
was on his toy tractor in high
with groups of friends. Otherwise
school). The Keneways also
you might see them going for
enjoy their dog, Sandy.
a nice, relaxing ride on their
Yamaha VMAX street bike. ■
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Their Favorite Love Story
A wooden sign hangs above the sink in the Oltman’s kitchen. It
reads: “Every love story is beautiful, but ours is my favorite.”

When they first met, it was the mid-1940s. Roger Oltman was
nine years old, and Joyce Bolander was 10. “Our parents were in
the Grange,” remembers Joyce. “As kids, we came along and we sat
behind the piano.”
Their family farms were less than five miles away from each other.
But Joyce and Roger didn’t see each other often as they attended
different one-room schools. Both of them were in 4-H, but in
different clubs.
Fast-forward a few years, and both were attending Sycamore
High School, located then where the former Brown’s grocery store
building stands now. “I knew a good thing when I saw it,” says
Roger. He started asking Joyce to go to basketball games with him.
She remembers the first one they went to: it was on Jan. 6, 1951. “I
Roger and Joyce Oltman treasure the beauty of their
had my old Model A and I would go over and pick her up,” Roger
62-year love story.
says with a chuckle. “When he was 17 he told me he wanted me for
his wife,” recalls Joyce. “We were so young; it was kind of a shock.
I wasn’t thinking along those lines.”
They had their first child in
Two years later, Roger had given the Model A to his brother and was driving
1955
and in subsequent years
a ’52 Pontiac. That’s where the couple was when Roger officially proposed.
would
complete their family
It was February of 1953. In September, the two were wed in the Federated
with Jan, Mark, Jean, Kent, Troy,
Church in Sycamore.
Luke, and Jill. Asked what they
For a while after they were married, they rented a house on East Sycamore
told their children as they reached
Street in Sycamore. Roger worked in home construction and Joyce worked at
the age of dating and marriage,
Henderson’s department store downtown.
Joyce says, “Pick the right
In 1954, they bought the 32 acres where they still live. “It seemed like the
person.” “Have somebody that
national debt when we bought this place,” recalls Joyce. Adds Roger, “A lot
you can respect and that respects
of people said, ‘You’ll
you,” elaborates Roger.
never make it.’” But
Joyce and Roger agree that
Roger continued to
common
interests and similar
work in construction
family values attracted them to
while he farmed, and
one another, and helped their
they carefully pinched
marriage succeed. “We love
pennies to get by. “One
horses, we both grew up on the
time Roger came home
farm, we had the same kind of
and said, ‘Don’t write
background,” says Joyce. “We
any checks, we’re down
could talk together.”
to the last quarter,’”
Above all, they concur, respect
says Joyce. Roger
is
most important. “I even tell
continued farming for
the
grandchildren that,” Joyce
30 years, and worked
says. “Never lose respect for each
construction even
other.” ■
longer than that.

The Oltmans were wed in
Sycamore on Sept. 13, 1953.
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Family Health

A Quiet Killer
From KishHealth System, part of Northwestern Medicine

High blood pressure can seriously harm
your health—with no symptoms at all.
Blood pressure numbers measure how much
force is being put on your blood vessels. The higher
the force, the bigger the problems, including:
• Increased risk of blood clots
• Larger workload on your heart
• Stretching of your veins and arteries.
High blood pressure, also called hypertension, occurs
without any symptoms. That is why it’s important to be
screened regularly. Untreated high blood pressure can lead
to coronary heart disease, heart failure, heart attack, stroke,
kidney damage, angina (chest pain related to heart disease),
peripheral artery disease, and other serious conditions.
“Get your blood pressure checked at least once a year,” said
Laurie Chilton, RN, Community Wellness health educator
at KishHealth System, now part of Northwestern Medicine.
“When blood pressure rises, you are at higher risk for a
cardiac event, such as a stroke or heart attack.”

Am I At Risk?
Certain people are more at risk for high blood pressure than
others. African Americans, those with a family history of
hypertension, and older people all have higher-than-average
risk. You can help to lower your high blood pressure by exercising regularly, cutting back on alcohol, and eating a healthy
diet full of fruits and vegetables.

Walk-in Blood Pressure Clinics
are offered free of charge at these
convenient KishHealth System
locations:
KishHealth System, Genoa
Wednesdays, 9 - 11 a.m.

Kishwaukee Hospital, DeKalb

Mondays, 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Valley West Hospital, Sandwich
Wednesdays, 9 - 11 a.m.

KishHealth System Physician Group, Plano
Mondays, 9 - 11 a.m.
22
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What Your Numbers Mean
Your blood pressure reading is given as two
numbers. The top number is your systolic pressure,
or the amount of pressure on the arteries when your
heart contracts. The bottom number is your diastolic
pressure, or the pressure on the arteries when your
heart is resting.
Normal blood pressure is 120/80. If your systolic
pressure is 140 or higher or if your diastolic pressure
is 90 or higher, you have hypertension. ■

Free Know Your Numbers
Screening Appointments:
On the 2nd Thursday of each month
at Kishwaukee Hospital, DeKalb call 815-748-8962 to register.
On the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each
month at Valley West Hospital, Sandwich call 815-786-3962 to register.

Mike Schweitzer
Mark Tuttle

No. Years on FB Board: 7
Hometown & Occupation: Malta, Grain Farmer
Age: 33
Role of Farm Bureau: To represent our membership in terms of education,
governance, and as a liaison in regards to agricultural pursuits
Farm: I farm with my father, Paul, in a family partnership growing corn and soybeans.
We are fifth and sixth generation farmers.
Family: Spouse, Amy, health and fitness teacher at Rochelle Township High School;
sons, Warren, 7, and Eli, 5
Education: B.S., Technical Systems Management, University of Illinois; Rochelle
Township High School
Community: DeKalb County Corn & Soybean Growers Director, St. Mary Church
member, Sycamore

Mike Schweitzer

Hobbies/Interests: Fishing, hiking, hunting

South Grove Township
Central District Director

No. Years on FB Board: 14
Hometown & Occupation: Somonauk, Grain & Vegetable Farmer,
Trucking Company Owner
Age: 54
Role of Farm Bureau: To represent farmers on a local, state and national level; to
enlighten the agricultural community on issues; and to inform the community as to the
role of agriculture in America
Farm: I grow corn, soybeans, wheat, sweet corn and peas with my son, Nelsen.
Family: Spouse, Christina, farm partner; Katherine, LeClaire, IA, ag sales; Elaine,
Sycamore, dental hygienist; Paula, Sandwich, Somonauk band teacher; Nelsen,
Somonauk, farmer & Kishwaukee College; and Erik, junior, Somonauk High School
Education: B.S., Agronomy, Iowa State University; A.A.S., Ag Production,
Joliet Junior College
Community: Somonauk Fire District Trustee, Suydam United Methodist Church Trustee
Hobbies/Interests: Golf, travel, high school sports, Green Bay Packer’s fan

Mark Tuttle

Somonauk Township
Southern District Director

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Directors
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Programs & Trips

SHS Jazz Ensemble performs in March
Get ready to be entertained by some very
talented young students
as the Sycamore High
School Jazz Ensemble
performs at Farm
Bureau.
The SHS Jazz
Ensemble will
entertain members
on Monday, March 7
at 1 p.m. in the Farm
Bureau theater.
The Jazz Ensemble
has received superior
ratings consistently at jazz festivals
and has performed at the All-State
Conference in Peoria.
The Ensemble, comprised of
18 students, is directed by Scott
Mertens. Mertens is the music department chair in the Sycamore
School District. He has been working
with the jazz band for the past 13
years and also teaches junior high
concert bands.
Their performance will be for
Farm Bureau Prime Timers as part of
their monthly program and luncheon.
Members 55+ years are welcome

The Sycamore High School Jazz
Ensemble will perform at Farm Bureau
on March 7.

to register for lunch and pay the $7
lunch fee by March 1 at the Farm
Bureau office. Lunch is served at
12-noon in the auditorium, followed
by the Jazz Ensemble program in the
theater.
The April 4 Prime Timers program
is a portrayal of Eleanor Roosevelt
by Leslie Goddard.
For additional information, contact
the Farm Bureau office, 815-7566361. ■

Sentimental Journey at White Fence Farm
Take a trip down memory lane with Doris Day, Rosemary Clooney, Dinah
Shore, Connie Francis and Patty Paige with songs and impersonations of these
famous women.
Entertainer Susan Currier will warm your heart in this memorable show
featuring songs from the ‘40s, ‘50s and ‘60s at White Fence Farm Restaurant.
Farm Bureau has reserved seats for the show and reserved tables in the dining
room at White Fence Farm on Wednesday, April 20.
Lunch at White Fence Farm features a family style meal with fried chicken,
baked potato, homemade chicken gravy, corn fritters, coleslaw, pickled beets,
cottage cheese, kidney bean salad, choice of beverage and ice cream.
Cost of this day trip is $61 for members, $71 for guests, and includes motorcoach transportation, lunch and the show.
Members may register for this trip at the Farm Bureau office. Farm Bureau
accepts cash/checks or credit card payments for trips. For more information
phone, 815-756-6361. ■
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Farm Bureau
Trips
April 20
Sentimental Journey
by Susan Currier
White Fence Farm,
Romeoville
June 8
Sister Act
Circa 21 Theater, Rock Island
June 25
Fair Oaks Farm Adventure
Fair Oaks, IN
July 13
Wonder, Water
& Wine Adventure
Starved Rock Trolley,
Riverboat Cruise,
August Hill Winery,
Utica
Aug. 27
Arlington Park Race Track
Arlington
Oct. 19-21
Covered Bridges Trip
Arranged by American
Classics Tours
Brown County, IN

Watch for more details!

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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“Big Rig in Winter”
Photo by Mandy Baenziger
Mandy Baenziger’s photo was the winner of Farm Bureau’s January photo contest. Her photo received 257 “likes” on Facebook. This
is her husband Matt Baenziger’s semi-truck and trailer in their driveway at C & B Farms, Kingston. Mandy says the photo was shot in
December, before heading south to Kentucky to pick up a load of cattle. There was a light dusting of snow the night before and it made
for a beautiful picture.
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Share Your Snaps
Share Your Snaps is a themed,
monthly photo competition that
allows you to snap, share and
send your favorite photos to the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
These photos will be posted on
our Facebook page weekly. The
photo that has the most “likes”
by the last day of the month will
be published in the following
Connections magazine.
So have fun and be creative!
This month’s theme is:
February LOVES

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Monthly Photo Contest

Here is what you need to do...
1. Photo contest is open to amateur photographers.
2. Take photographs that express “LOVE” such as children hugging,
animals showing companionship, or even adults loving what they do.
3. Make sure your camera or Smartphone is set to the highest
resolution for quality and your photo is sent at its original size.
The submitted photo must be the photographer’s original work.
4. Email your pictures to aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org with a
brief description of the photo and the story behind it.
5. Log on to Facebook and follow the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
page at www.facebook.com/DeKalbCountyFarmBureau.
6. Watch for your pictures to be posted on the Facebook page.
7. Click “like” on the photo you enjoy most, and share it with family and
friends.
Contestants agree that the final judgment as to all matters of the contest and interpretation of contest rules are at the sole discretion of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

So get Snapping!

The last day of February’s contest is
Feb. 29. Watch for the winning photo
in the March issue of
Connections magazine!

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Thoughts

Dan Howes, Chris Patterson,
Craig Popp, Mike Shipley
COUNTRY Financial Representatives

Working women with families
have unique retirement needs
In this age more often than not
you can find moms who balance
family life along with their active
careers.
In 2014, the United States Bureau
of Labor Statistics1 found the rate
of mothers in the labor force with
children under the age of six was at
64.2 percent. The number of moms
in the labor force increased to 74.7
percent when the youngest child
was aged six to 17.
Having both a family and a career
makes it important for these mothers
to think about their own retirement.
With proper planning, women can
feel more confident about their
retirement years.

Research Your options

To start the retirement planning
process, do your research. Find
out about the retirement plans
offered by your employer and/or
your spouse’s employer. Does your
employer or your spouse’s employer
offer a defined benefit pension plan
which will provide a fixed income
after retirement?
Does your employer and/or
spouse’s employer offer some other
type of retirement plan such as a
401(k) plan or SIMPLE IRA plan?
If so, how much can you contribute
to the plan on an annual basis? How
much does the employer contribute?
And finally, what are the investment
options for these plans?
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Dan Howes, Craig Popp, Mike Shipley, Chris Patterson

Also consider what you could get
from Social Security on your own
or from a spouse and what would
happen if your spouse dies.

Determine goals

Having gathered the above
information, determine your retirement goals by estimating your living
expenses at retirement. Make your
short and long-term savings goals
specific and achievable.
To help accomplish this, create an
emergency fund to provide for your
family in the event of a catastrophe.
This includes a cash reserve large
enough to cover three to six months
of living expenses. Second, consider
purchasing life insurance to replace
your income and provide for your
family in the event of your death.
You should also plan how to manage
your debt and to cover health care
and disability expenses.
Also, consider maximizing to your
overall retirement plan with an Individual Retirement Account (IRA).
There are two types, a Traditional
IRA and a Roth IRA. With a

Traditional IRA, contributions may
be tax deductible and taxes are paid
at retirement. With a Roth IRA, contributions are made with after-tax
dollars and the payout is tax-free at
retirement.

Take action

The most important step in
planning for your retirement is to put
your plan into action immediately.
Too many of us forget that even a
little bit of savings can add up in a
big way. Share your goals with your
family, and review them often. If
things don’t happen as you originally
planned, then refine your goals and
action plan, and continue moving
forward.
By researching options, determining goals, finding trusted advisors
and taking action, women can look
forward to retirement knowing that
their financial future is secure. To
help with your insurance needs,
contact Dan Howes, Chris Patterson,
Craig Popp or Mike Shipley with
COUNTRY Financial® at 815-7569536. ■
Investment management, retirement, trust and
planning services provided by COUNTRY Trust
Bank,® a part of COUNTRY® Financial, Bloomington, Ill. Products of COUNTRY Trust Bank are
not FDIC insured, not guaranteed and may lose
value.

www.countryfinancial.com
815-756-9536
1115-190

1 “Employment Characteristics of Families
Summary.” Bureau of Labor Statistics. 23 April
2015. United States Department of Labor. 16 Nov.
2015; http://www.bls.gov/news.release/famee.nr0.
htm.

Winter in Farm Fields

There’s not much happening in farm fields during the winter, but really there is. Snow and rain
replenish moisture in the fields. Fluctuating air temperatures cause the soil to freeze or thaw.
The freezing and thawing breaks up compaction in the field. Cold temperatures also help
control insects, freezing some larvae in the ground. Farm fields benefit from the winter season.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

Absurd worries
Do you ever worry about something – either to yourself, out loud, or maybe
on social media – and suddenly realize it’s kind of absurd? I do. I just did it
this morning, in fact.
I was bent over zipping up a pair of dressy black ankle boots when this
thought flitted through my mind: “I think square toes have gone out of style.
I should probably get a new pair.” As I straightened up, my next thought was,
“Really? These keep my feet warm and dry, and they’re reasonably comfortable. I can’t believe I just thought about getting a new pair.”
As I continued to get ready for work, I thought of bombed-out cities in the
Middle East, starving families in North Korea who have no electricity, and
children in Flint, Michigan drinking lead-laced water.
I thought of refugees across the globe who are hungry, cold, miserable,
homeless, penniless, and mourning the violent deaths of loved ones.
And my boots are out of style? Does this really matter?
So I started thinking about other absurd things we worry about in our
developed world. Does this vehicle have voice-activated GPS? Does that
house have granite countertops? Did this bottled water come from a tap, or a
mountain spring?
Perhaps nowhere is the absurdity more evident – and more rampant – than
in the grocery store. Were the hens who laid these eggs fed a vegetarian diet?
Does that soft drink contain high fructose corn syrup? Is this salt non-GMO?
When they first arrive,
many immigrants to our
Companies are quick to amplify our worries using
country are flabbergastsavvy marketing. Whether we realize it or not,
ed by the sheer amount
and variety of food
worry guides many of our purchasing decisions.
heaped on our grocery
store shelves. Instead
of finding it amazing, however, those of us who’ve lived here all our lives
analyze labels and fret over the relative merits of things like natural, organic,
conventional, and local.
Companies are quick to amplify our worries using savvy marketing.
Whether we realize it or not, worry guides many of our purchasing decisions.
If we’re worried about the environment, we’ll buy all-natural, biodegradable shampoo. If we’re worried about our health, we’ll buy foods with health
claims on the label. If we’re concerned about animal welfare, we’ll buy
products labeled with statements about animal care. (Never mind that many
such claims are misleading, made-up, and/or downright false.)
I’m not saying we’re bad people for worrying about style, food safety, or
animal welfare. What I am saying is that many of our worries are overblown.
It’s far too easy to forget how fortunate we are, and it’s our good fortune that
allows us the luxury to worry.
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Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordinator. Follow her Stray Kernels blog at
www.straykernels.wordpress.com.

I had to laugh at myself for
thinking I needed new boots.
I may still buy them. But I’ve
made a pact with myself: When
I catch myself worrying about
things like out-of-style boots or
free-range eggs, I’m going to
remind myself that my feet are
warm and my tummy is full.
Oh, and speaking of absurd, I
must mention:
Chickens are by nature
omnivores, not vegetarians.
High fructose corn syrup is
remarkably similar to table
sugar.
Salt isn’t an organism, and
therefore has no genes to
modify.
It’s natural to worry. But
I’m going to try and keep my
fretting in sharp perspective, and
recognize when my worries are
absurd. ■

Do you ever wonder what goes into preparing for 144
classroom presentations? Here is an inside look at the
two evenings that make the annual Ag in the Classroom
presentations run like a well-oiled machine.

Erik Tuttle fills
baskets with
products from Illinois.
The resources are
ready for volunteer
presenters to pick up.

Ag Literacy Committee members
work to organize supplies.

AITC Work Night
Ag in the Classroom (AITC) is DeKalb County Farm
Bureau’s annual educational program that offers agricultural-related lessons to first through fourth graders
throughout the month of February.
Eleven AITC committee members, 2 Farm Bureau
staff and 1 teenager gathered on the evening of Jan.
21 at Farm Bureau to prepare the materials needed for
each presentation.
After two hours of labor, 2,862 pieces of paper had
been organized into 94 folders. 50 pounds of sugar
had been measured into 53 bags, over 600 coffee
filters were counted into stacks, and 1,400 cups,
spoons and paper towels were bagged into classroom-sized sets. In the end, 0 tears were shed and 12
cupcakes were consumed.

DeKalb High School FFA students
fine-tune their cornstalk-making skills.

AITC Training Night
These well-organized and timely resources were then ready to
be handed over to AITC presenters. But these aren’t just any
presenters – they are highly-trained, very patient, and exceptionally fun AITC volunteers.
Twenty-eight volunteers, ranging from high school students
to retirees, attended two hours of training on Jan. 26 at Farm
Bureau. Training highlights included dissecting kernels of
corn, constructing paper cornstalks, and making ice cream.
Combine the materials, training and the generosity of our
volunteers, this year’s AITC presentations will reach around
3,400 local kids. And that’s the number that really matters! ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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DAAHA celebrates
the first five years
This year marks the fifth year for the DeKalb Area
Agricultural Heritage Association (DAAHA) and its
mission: “dedicated to collecting, preserving and sharing
with people of all ages the storied history of agriculture
and its innovators in northern Illinois.”
“DAAHA has come of age and is moving forward,”
stated Larry Mix, president. “We have developed a
strong foundation and framework and connection to
building the next generation and beyond.”
Speaking at the annual
meeting, Mix listed
DAAHA’s accomplishments namely its
DEKALB exhibit and
museum at the Nehring
Gallery, ag historical
markers, ag innovative
banners, Ag Innovation
Challenge/ FFA public
speaking scholarships,
an ag career day, the DeKalb County Barn Tour, and the
newly released video on the history of barbed wire.
“We’ve made significant strides in our reach,” said
Mix, an employee of Monsanto. The DAAHA president
also noted that a successful fundraising campaign

Larry Mix (right) presided over the annual meeting of DAAHA and
at the conclusion of the meeting Norm Larson (left) was elected
president for 2016.

resulted in $30,000 in donations from the generosity of
local donors. Mix said the funds will be used to “preserve,
promote and continue the legacy of agricultural innovation.”
At the annual meeting, Mix turned over the presidency
to Norm Larson, Maple Park farmer. Other officers elected
include: Jim Stoddard, vice president; Sue Breese, secretary;
and Steve Faivre, treasurer. ■

FFA members throughout Section 6 participated in leadership sessions and attended the annual meeting of DAAHA last month.
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Safety first with icy roads & walkways
This time of year tends to be a little
less active than others. The holidays
have past and spring is far enough
away that it seems like it won’t be here
for a long time. It’s a perfect time to be
thinking about safety.
For farmers, lots of work goes into
preparation for the upcoming season.
No one wants equipment problems that
could affect their ability to do the work
in a very short time frame. Safety considerations and preparedness are key
concerns right now.

See us for ice melter products
The cold weather has an impact
on us all particularly when living or
driving in rural areas. Icy walkways
and roads are a part of our lives.
There are many ice melting products
on the market today. Most are granular
products and they can vary dramatically in price and effectiveness. Some
things to consider when purchasing
any of the many products include air
and ground temperature as well as the
surface to be treated.
Air temperature is not as important
as temperature of the ground when
trying to make a walkway safe. If the
weatherman says it will be 30 degrees
today but it hasn’t gotten above zero
in a week, an ice-melter rated at
30 degrees probably won’t be very
effective.

An ice melter begins working when
the solid granule material dissolves
in water, creating brine. If the ground
temperature is too cold, some products
are not able to make the conversion so
they can’t be effective. The air temperature that is reported on the news is
almost never the same as the surface
and that is the temperature that counts.
The primary goal of an ice melter is
to prevent adhesion of snow and ice to
pavement surfaces, and this task is significantly simplified if the ice melter is
spread before a snow event and it can
react to the falling snow. General rules

for ingredient choice are that sodium
chloride and urea are most effective
at high temperatures and ice melters
that contain magnesium chloride
function in the subzero range.
And as with all products, prudent
use is the best use. Be sure to follow
instructions on the bag for optimum
spread and use rates. Remember,
your goal is keep the snow from
adhering to the surface.
A full selection of products are
available at our Webster Road,
DeKalb Service Center. ■

www.conservfs.com

DeKalb County Farm Bureau

33

Center for
Agriculture News

Huff, Dienst elected to county committee
County committee elections are over, the ballots are
counted and the results are in. Kent Huff of Waterman
was elected to represent LAA (local administrative area)
3 for DeKalb County and Mike Dienst of Maple Park
was elected to represent LAA 2 for Kane County.
Others serving on the county committees are: Marlin Anderson, Charles
Sanderson and Sandra Schafer in DeKalb County, and Dezeri DeRaedt, Jr.,
William Pauling, and Beth Gehrke for Kane/DuPage counties.
Elected county committee members serve a three-year term and are responsible for making decisions on FSA disaster, conservation, commodity,
and price support programs, as well as other important federal farm program
issues.
County committee members are a valuable asset because they are
comprised of local producers who participate in FSA programs themselves
and have a direct connection to farmers and ranchers in the community. ■

NRCS announces EQIP sign-up
The U.S. Department of Agriculture-Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) will be offering funding for a special soil health project
through the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP).
NRCS has partnered with the Illinois Department of Agriculture to help
producers address resource concerns such as water quality and soil health.
Producers can apply for assistance through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) to implement cover crop, nutrient management,
and/or no-till practices. The project focus is to reduce soil erosion and
improve water quality by installing conservation practices on agricultural
land.
34

Connections

The NRCS soil health project
through RCPP will be available to
producers throughout Illinois who
are interested in installing any or
all of the previously mentioned
practices. To take advantage of this
special conservation funding opportunity, interested producers should
submit an application to their local
NRCS field office by the cutoff
dates of Feb. 19, March 18 and May
20. Producers are reminded that
they can submit an EQIP application to their local field office at any
time throughout the year.
To apply, eligible producers
should contact their local NRCS
field office or visit the Illinois
NRCS website at www.il.nrcs.
usda.gov. ■

CRP signup
General CRP Signup runs
through Feb. 26. Producers interested in CRP practices such as grass
plantings, native grasses, and tree
plantings need to contact the office
as soon as possible to submit an
offer for general signup. ■

Four Seasons Gardening program
The winter series of University of Illinois Extension’s Four Seasons
Gardening program, which focuses on environmental stewardship, home
gardening, and backyard food production, gets underway this month.
The first session of the series is titled, How to Kill Your Tree: A Guide of
What NOT to Do. Sometimes a tree’s biggest pest is the homeowner. During
this webinar, Extension Horticulture Educator Chris Enroth will discuss all
the common mistakes homeowners make when planting and maintaining their
most valuable landscape investment, their trees.
The program is offered on Feb, 23 at
1:30 p.m. This session will be presented via
computer in the conference center of the
Farm Bureau Building. This webinar
may also be viewed from home by preregistering at go.illinois.edu/4seasons_webinars. Recorded videos of these
sessions can be viewed following the program at go.illinois.edu/fourseasons
recordings.
Other topics in the winter series include Unique Terrariums for Indoor
Spaces set for March 8, and Naughty, Nasty, and Simply Annoying Plants
set for March 22.
Advance registration is required. Phone or email the DeKalb County
U of I Extension office for more details, 815-758-8194, or go to http://web.
extension.illinois.edu/bdo/ for more information. ■

Trees & winter storm damage
After a winter storm, the landscape will likely be breathtaking. But it is a
beauty with hidden dangers, said a University of Illinois horticulture educator.
“Small limbs can take on hundreds of pounds of additional weight from
snow and especially ice build-up, leaving them ready to snap at the slightest
breeze. Avoid walking underneath trees burdened by ice and watch your
step,” cautioned Chris Enroth.
In the book “Weatherproofing Your Landscape,” authors Sandra Dark and
Dean Hill classify weather-related disasters as the Big Four – wind, drought,
flood, and frozen stuff. “Now that winter is upon us, it’s time to consider the
effects that ‘frozen stuff’ can have on our trees,” Enroth said.
Because larger limbs have more surface area, more ice or snow accumulates on them. “It is often safe to use a pole of some sort to knock the light,
powdery snow off overburdened branches as you stand within a safe reaching
distance,” Enroth said. “Make sure to lift the branch up, as pulling downward
might be a snow-laden limb’s literal breaking point.”
Should you remove ice as it accumulates on your trees? “Most experts say
no, stating that attempts to knock ice off limbs actually lead to breakage of
more limbs, doing more harm than good,” Enroth said. “Not to mention that
standing underneath large ice-burdened tree branches and hitting them with
a pole is incredibly unsafe. Remember, if there’s ice on the trees, there’s ice
on the ground. Be careful when walking outside after an ice storm or just stay
inside and drink hot cocoa!”
When it comes to ice storms and severe cold temperatures, trees are, for the
most part, on their own, Enroth added. Picking tree species with attributes
that allow them to resist winter storm damage is important. Avoid selecting
trees that have narrow crotch angles (the angle between the trunk and a main
branch) such as ornamental pears. Opt for tree species, such as oaks, that
develop wide crotch angles which have a stronger connection to the trunk. ■

SWCD support appreciated
Since 1947 the DeKalb County Soil
and Water Conservation District has
been serving the citizens of DeKalb
County. Because of the lack of a State
of Illinois budget and having local funds
suspended, the SWCD organization has
been challenged financially.
The development of a SWCD fund
within the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation has proven to be quite successful. The DeKalb County SWCD is
very appreciative of all the donors who
have contributed generously towards
this effort.
The SWCD continues to ask for your
support through donations and by letting
your legislators know that we need to
be included in the state budget and be
adequately funded. The SWCD looks
forward to continuing its efforts in protecting the natural resources of DeKalb
County for many years to come. ■
DeKalb County SWCD
Board of Directors

Something fishy going on
The DeKalb County SWCD will be
holding its annual spring fish sale in
April. This is a great opportunity for
pond owners to restock their ponds.
The SWCD carries Channel Catfish,
Hybrid Sunfish, Large Mouth Bass,
Black Crappie, Blue Gill, Redear,
Triploid Grass Carp and Fathead
Minnows.
Grass Carp orders are due by March
30 to the SWCD office and all other fish
orders are due by April 8. Fish pick-up
will be at the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau parking lot on April 16 from 7 to
9 a.m.
You can stop by the DeKalb County
SWCD office to pick up an order form
or they are also available at the SWCD
website: www.dekalbilswcd.org.
If you have any questions please contact
the SWCD office at 815-756-3234,
ext. 112. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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The Davis Family
Jenny, Eric, Lilly and Sammy
Anderson; Jerry & Cheri Davis;
Carrie Davis; Melanie, Jeff, Abby
and Kylee Shiltz; and Zac and
Sarah Weaver.

“I have had the pleasure of meeting many
Farm Bureau leaders and have enjoyed
working with several Farm Bureau members
and board members over the years. Also, I
have relatives who have been honored by and
work for the state organization.
As a farmer and road commissioner, I look
forward to continuing to work with Farm
Bureau and together hope for a bright future
for agriculture.” - Jerry Davis
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Jerry Davis is a 6th generation farmer who farms in
Sandwich Township. The family farm was originally
in Naperville but with urban sprawl the farm was sold
and became a subdivision and park district. The family
moved west and purchased farmland north of Sandwich
in 1962. Jerry farms, hauls fertilizer, and also is the
Sandwich Township Road Commissioner. In the past
he served on the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Board of
Directors. His wife, Cheri, teaches in Oswego.
The Davis’ have four daughters: Carrie, Milwaukee,
WI, Chamber of Commerce staff; Melanie (Jeff) Schiltz,
Somonauk, pet salon owner; Jenny (Eric) Anderson,
Richmond, WI, computer designer; and Sarah (Zac)
Weaver, Dallas, TX, environmental meteorologist; and
four granddaughters.

Conserv FS is pleased to announce our

2016

Tech Day
LEARN FROM THE PROS...

Our 2016 Tech Day will feature presentations from a host of leading experts in the green industry, along with our trade show. Each one is speciﬁcally designed to beneﬁt and educate
golf, lawn care, parks, schools, municipalities, groundskeepers, managers, adminstrators,
and maintenance crews across the green industry.

Tuesday, March 8th • 7am to 3:30pm
Pheasant Run Resort • St. Charles, IL
LIMITED SEATING • RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
OVER 20 TOPICS TO CHOOSE FROM
HOW TO REGISTER:

Call 815-334-5924 or
Go to: www.conservfs.com
(under Quicklinks - 2016 Tech Day)

RATE:

$75 for individual
$65 for group
(group is 2 or more
from the same
company/assoc)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Contact Heather Richter at 815-334-5924
or hrichter@conservfs.com

Don’t miss this
opportunity!

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178

