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Connecting to You

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Mark Tuttle is a 4th generation farmer
from Somonauk and president of the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

As the 15th president of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau and a fourth generation farmer I welcome you to Connections – Farm Bureau’s redesigned publication connecting agriculture to you.
Farming to farmers is a way of life. But to the rest of you it may be unchartered waters that touch your lives in ways that you are unaware. Understanding
agriculture and its positive impacts on you and on society is what Farm Bureau
is all about. We have a story to tell and an audience like you to inform.
Our goal through this magazine is to reach out to all our members and share
information. We will tackle the tough issues that may be of concern to you
and your families and at the same time share stories of local people and what’s
happening on area farms.
Whether your interests are directly tied to farming or just understanding a
farmer’s way of life and enjoying the food you eat, I urge you to connect with
agriculture.
The facts about farming and food production are clear, but providing information to tackle the misconceptions and assist with well-informed decisions is a
little more challenging. Through Farm Bureau and this magazine you will have
this knowledge at your fingertips.
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On Prairie Drive

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Changes. They happen in life and they
happen in Farm Bureau. We’ve changed our
publication from a newspaper to a magazine
format. If I can coin a phrase made often by one
of my friends, “It’s all good!”
See for yourself with this premiere issue of
DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s Connections.
We have designed the magazine to appeal to
you, our Farm Bureau members. As you turn the
pages you will notice new features and stories
pertaining to farms, family and food.
It’s our desire to connect you to our local
farmers and the source of your food. In each
issue we’ll talk about some food topics and help you understand more about
DeKalb County agriculture.
We’re partnering with members, Center for Ag offices, affiliated companies,
and community groups to provide informative and entertaining stories for your
reading enjoyment.
And, of course, we’ll continue to bring you news and information pertaining to
your Farm Bureau organization on a monthly basis.
Welcome to your first edition of Connections!

mariamwassmann@dekalbfarmbureau.org
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Visit us on the web
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org

Calendar
January

Jan. 28
Ag in the Classroom
Volunteer Training
6:30 p.m.
Jan. 30
Ag Business Seminar
Featuring Dr. David Kohl
“Positioning Your Business
for Agriculture’s Next Decade”
Sponsored by NB&T,
Elburn Coop, DCFB
7:15-11 a.m.
RSVP 815-899-8964

February

Feb. 3
Music by
Sycamore High School Jazz Band
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$6, RSVP by Jan. 28
“M” & “A+” members
Feb. 6
Ag Business Seminar
Featuring Dan Basse, AgResource
“Protecting Margins in the New
Landscape for American Farmers”
Sponsored by Castle Bank, DCFB
1-4:30 p.m.
RSVP 815-754-8090
Feb. 19
Million Dollar Quartet
Apollo Theater, Chicago
9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
“M” & “A+” members
Feb. 24
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Annual Meeting
“M” members
8 a.m.

March

March 3
Music by Driftaway
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$6, RSVP by Feb. 25
“M” & “A+” members
All meetings held at the Center for
Agriculture unless otherwise noted.
For most meeting reservations contact
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
office, 815/756-6361.

97% of FARMS are
operated by FAMILIES.
Data source: USDA

Mike and Amy Schweitzer with sons Eli and Warren

Farm families work together to share in various
farm tasks. Some farms have two to three generations of
family members involved. Farming really is a family affair!
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Farming in Winter

It’s January. The fields are

covered with snow, the tractors,
planters, and combines are
stowed carefully in machine
sheds, and the farmers are…
where? What are they doing?
“Bookwork!” said Big Rock area
farmer Ed Cowan when asked that
question recently. Echoing that
sentiment, Vince Faivre of DeKalb
states that “knowing your numbers”
is critical for his farm as he closes the
books on one year and prepares for the
next. As it turns out, success during the
growing season depends heavily on a
lot of indoor work during the winter
months.

Financial management

You may picture a farmer as someone out in a field on a tractor, or working
with livestock. What you may not imagine is a person sitting in front of a
computer in an office. But a farm is a business. Similar to owning a store, a
restaurant, or a plumbing business, the owner—the farmer—must pay careful
attention to numbers and data in order to make the best decisions in the short
and long term.
Farm office work takes place year-round, but it’s especially critical in
winter, as farmers take stock of the year that has ended and plan for the
approaching year. Faivre explains the importance of getting end-of-the
year numbers ready so he can meet with his banker to arrange for next
year’s operating money: “Having a good relationship with your banker” is
important, he says. “They know that there will be good and bad years,” and
work with their farm clients to make adjustments from year to year.
Faivre says winter gives him a chance to closely review his marketing
numbers. He also maintains a relationship with a market analyst to help
manage his risk. Business software helps Faivre and other farmers keep track
of farm finances.

Crop yield analysis

“I may not be typical,” when it comes to yield analysis and crop decisions,
says Cowan. He does extensive testing during the growing season, planting
strips using different seed varieties and fertilization. During fall harvest, his
combine’s yield monitor is constantly gathering yield data. In conjunction
with GPS mapping, this yield information allows Cowan to analyze how his
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Instead of long hours in the seat
of a tractor or combine, the winter
months find farmers seated in front
of their office computers. Here,
DeKalb area farmer Vince Faivre
works on his year-end numbers.

seed, fertilizer, and crop protectant
choices impacted yields.
Farmers like Cowan and Faivre
spend many hours during the long,
cold weeks of winter analyzing that
yield data to see what worked best.
This analysis allows them to make
the best decisions about seed, fertilizer, and other inputs for the upcoming
growing season. “It’s time-consuming,
but enjoyable,” says Cowan. Faivre
describes how he can overlay different
maps that show the relationship
between soil fertility, tillage practices,
and field tiling with crop yields.
Although Cowan says he may not be
typical, what is typical of farmers is
that in winter and throughout the year
they focus much time applying their
unique strengths to how to be efficient
and profitable. ►

Grain management &
marketing

For farmers like Cowan and
Faivre who have on-farm grain
storage, grain management is
another important winter task.
Temperature extremes can cause
freezing or condensation in grain
bins. The resulting variations in
moisture and temperature foster
insect and mold growth, followed
by deterioration in grain quality.
Monitoring the grain and running
fans to circulate air through the
bin when necessary are critical
to keeping stored grain in good
condition.
Marketing and delivering grain
goes on in the winter as it does
year-round. Typical destinations
for grain from this area include
terminals on the Illinois River,
where the crop is then shipped via
the Port of New Orleans to destinations overseas; the rail terminal at
Mendota, where grain is shipped by
rail to the West Coast; and ethanol
plants like Illinois River Energy in
Rochelle, where corn is converted
to fuel and livestock feed.
Faivre says he likes to have
his bins empty by March, when
warming temperatures prompt
road postings. Once the roads are
posted, “you can’t fill a load small
enough” to meet weight limits, he
explains. Overweight trucks can
cause damage to roadways softened
by freezing and thawing.

Livestock care

Keeping animals dry, warm, well-fed, and watered is imperative for any livestock
producer in winter. Adequate feed means the animals can help to generate their
own heat. Much like our own homes, specially-designed buildings for pigs and
cattle allow for temperature regulation. Curtains on the sides of buildings can be
closed to keep heat in. Computerized heat and ventilation systems help, too. But
nothing can replace a farmer like Faivre who diligently checks his livestock.
“The pigs are far more comfortable today than when I used to raise them in
outdoor lots,” Faivre chuckles as he glances through the window past hog buildings
to the snow-covered fields. Even with climate-controlled buildings, bitter winter
temperatures require extra precautions. He checks the pigs early in the morning and
several times during the day to make sure heating, feeders, and drinking water lines
are all working smoothly and the pigs are comfy and warm.

Continuing education

Wintertime is a good time for farmers to get more education. It’s “meeting
season,” when organizations like Farm Bureau or Extension and businesses including seed companies, fertilizer dealers, and ag lenders offer seminars
and training. For example, Faivre plans on attending a crop insurance meeting
in February to learn of the many policy options to offset losses in the event of
flooding, drought, or storm damage.
Reading print and digital publications is another way to continue learning
effective farming practices. Farmers can use this time to catch up on farm
magazines they didn’t have time to read during harvest. The internet offers continuing education, as well. “There’s so much online we can learn now,” Cowan says.

Family time

The winter months aren’t all work. “Hopefully, you get a lot of good time for the
family,” says Cowan. The long hours during fall harvest get old, he says, and the
slower days of winter are a chance to enjoy activities with his wife, Juli, and their
three daughters. Seasonal flexibility is “one of the good things about being your
own boss,” he says.
Faivre agrees, mentioning that spending time with his first grandchild, now six
months old, is always a highlight. He and his wife, Jerilyn, have four adult children
who live within easy driving distance of their home farm.
Quiet, snow-covered fields are not a sign that farmers have little to do in winter.
Instead, they’re a reminder that farming has moved mostly indoors. Financial and
yield analysis, managing grain, caring for livestock, and continuing education
are just some of the many farm tasks being accomplished indoors. Rest assured,
farming continues in the winter months—it’s just happening mostly out of sight. ■
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John Diedrich, Sycamore farmer

I decided that today was going to

I selected my soundtrack for
be the day – the day that I would find
the occasion and memories I
my first Native American arrowhead.
had made in this field began to
After all, I had walked in this particular
flood into my consciousness
field for nearly 55 years, season after
as the music surrounded me.
season. It was my Grandfather Groves
I saw my Uncle Cully with a
who had one of the most extensive colnewborn calf wrapped around
lections of arrowheads, tomahawks and
his neck as he walked from the
knives he had gathered from the banks
far corner of the field back to the
of the Kishwaukee River and out into
farmstead and laid the newborn
that field that extended east into what
next to the mother cow lying in
was known as Electric Park Corners.
a barn that no longer stands. I
was then twelve
years old and could
My greatest joys and sometimes my deepest
hear the confident and
sorrows enter and exit my heart as I voyage
assuring tone of my
father’s voice as he
above my fields. I farm for these very moments.
planted small seeds of
well-earned farming
I was alone this early morning and
wisdom into my very spirit. My
felt determined that my hunt would end
greatest joys and sometimes my
today! After all, I had the latest techdeepest sorrows enter and exit my
nology on my side – auto steer with
heart as I voyage above my fields.
GPS. I no longer had to pay attention
I farm for these very moments.
to where I was going when the seed
Then it happened. I saw
was placed in the undisturbed soil
something to my left. It was not a
beneath my tractor. My eyes could
rock, I was sure of that. It was at
freely wander in soft focus over the
least 500 feet away and appeared to
face of the earth and perhaps today
be what looked like a plastic float
I would find that much sought-after
from an old toilet. But, how could
prize. I could imagine myself like a
that be? It was out in the middle of
Native American hunter, except instead
the field and on top of the highest
of “hunting to eat,” I was “hunting to
point! Patience, John - patience. I
keep.”
knew the auto guidance would get
So, my journey began. The
me there in the next half hour – just
headlands were complete and now I
relax and let it come to you.
could just settle back and enjoy the
When I finally came upon the
ride across the field. I had been told
object, I exited and approached the
the trick to this was to not really be
blackened sphere. It appeared to
looking for the arrowhead but to let it
have a hairy surface and I picked
find you. I suddenly realized that must
it up. What was this? I held the
have been my problem all this time
object up to my ear and shook it since I was actually looking for the
the sound was that of a splashing
arrowhead as opposed to having it find
liquid. I suddenly realized this was a
me.
COCONUT. I had found a coconut!
6
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I began to laugh out loud. I went
looking for an arrowhead and I had
found a coconut.
This was truly a memory that
would last a lifetime. In fact, it

would only be a memory because,
much to my dismay, I could not find
the coconut the next day. You see,
that night we had a gully-washing
rain event that washed that coconut
right into the Kishwaukee River. I
have concluded that my reward was
in the “finding” rather than in the
“keeping.”
I will no longer be making
memories in that field as the farm
was sold. It has been said that
eventually as we near the end of
our lives, the only real estate you
own are your memories. I see my
mother and father in an assisted
living environment and realize how
very true that is and celebrate those
moments when we are still able to
walk together through our shared
fields of memories. So, go find some
memories of your own and the best
of luck in keeping them. ■
John Diedrich is a 3rd generation
farmer who grows corn & soybeans
in rural Sycamore.

Jan. 30 - Dr. Kohl: “Positioning Your Business
for Agriculture’s Next Decade”

Dr. David Kohl will help farmers prepare for the global marketplace in his
presentation, “Positioning Your Business for Agriculture’s Next Decade” as he
headlines the Ag Business Seminar on Thursday, Jan. 30.
The Ag Business Seminar is being sponsored by NB&T, First State Bank and
Elburn Coop in cooperation with the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
The seminar begins at 7:15 with breakfast and the program runs from 8:15
until 11 a.m. at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Building.
Dr. Kohl is professor emeritus of agricultural finance and small business management and entrepreneurship at Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA. He taught in
the agricultural and applied economics department for 25 years.
Kohl currently energizes agricultural producers, lenders and business people
with his keen insight into the agricultural industry gained through extensive
travel, research and exposure during his career. He has published more than
1,300 articles and writes for many leading publications.
Also presenting at the Ag Business Seminar is Stephen Stallons, Oxbow Fertilizer, and Phil Farrell, Elburn Cooperative.
Reservations for the seminar can be made by calling 815-899-8964 or email
stefanie.horne@elburncoop.com.

Dr. David Kohl

Feb. 6 - Daniel Basse, “Protecting Margins in the
New Landscape for American Farmers”

Economist Daniel Basse has a keen sense of production agriculture. He was
raised on a dairy and grain farm, earned college degrees in ag economics,
worked for a commodities firm and then started his own ag research firm.
Basse is the keynote speaker at Castle Bank’s Ag Seminar on Feb. 6 at the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau. The seminar begins at 1 p.m.
Daniel Basse is president of AgResource Company, a domestic and international agricultural research firm located in Chicago. AgResource forecasts
domestic and world agricultural price trends and provides information/research
to farmers, elevators, soy and corn processors, wheat millers, food companies,
trading companies, importers, exporters and meat packers. AgResource’s
research is sold around the globe in 81 nations.
Basse is an economist that has been in the commodity business since 1979. In
1988, Basse founded AgResource Company to serve the needs of the U.S. and
world agricultural community.
The seminar begins with registration at 1 p.m. and then the program gets
underway at 1:30 p.m. Also on the program, Todd Gleason will moderate
a panel discussion which runs until 4:30 p.m. Refreshments will follow the
program at Cabana Charley’s.
Castle Bank is sponsoring the seminar in cooperation with the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau. To register for the Ag Seminar call 815-754-8090.

Daniel Basse

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Photo courtesy of Bob Lindholm

Winter Gardening:

Light pruning of deciduous
trees and shrubs can be done,
weather permitting. Prune
back any branches that have
been severely damaged by
ice formation and snow.

Barb Lindholm, University of
Illinois Extension Master Gardener
We are in Arizona for the winter months
and thought that you might enjoy a photo
of a desert holiday. (opposite page)

January is a great time to pour over
nursery catalogs and make plans for
next year’s garden. We also have
available to us many online sites that
offer a wide selection of plant choices.
Gardening in the winter, why
not? There are garden chores that
may be accomplished in the winter
months. Light pruning of deciduous
trees and shrubs can be done, weather
permitting. Allow ice to melt naturally
from trees and shrubs. Brush snow
from weighted down evergreens with
a soft broom. Prune back any branches
that have been severely damaged by
ice formation and snow.
Now for some more fun. Would
you like some colorful flowers to
brighten your home in the winter? In
late January, carefully prune branches
from flowering trees and shrubs and
bring them indoors for an early forced
bloom.
For success in forcing
blooms, University of Illinois
Extension recommends
the following steps: Cut well
budded branches that are at least
one foot long that have been cut
when temperatures are above freezing.
Next, make cross cuts in stem ends
to provide the plant with a system for
faster water intake. Arrange branches
in a vase or bucket and keep them at
a 60 degree temperature out of direct
sunlight. Change water every other
day. Good choices for this project
include magnolia, flowering quince,
forsythia, crabapple, flowering pear,
flowering cherry, honeysuckle, spring
witchhazel and redbud.

Now, what do you do with
those beautiful holiday plants?
Four of the most popular holiday
plants are poinsettia, cyclamen,
amaryllis and Christmas cactus.
The poinsettia is the quintessential
holiday plant, but it is very difficult
to keep going year-round. So, enjoy
the plant while it appears healthy
and when it loses its leaves and
vibrant color it is okay to discard it.
Cyclamen plants in red and white
are very decorative for the holidays.
They should bloom for several
weeks and would appreciate a north
facing window in a cool room. They
are difficult to force for a rebloom.
Amaryllis plants can be enjoyed
for their large flowers while in
season. When flowering has finished
new leaves will appear. Keep

bulb and leaves in bright light
and continue normal watering.
After May 15th, the bulb can
be planted outside in a full sun
location.
The Christmas cactus can be
enjoyed all year long as a houseplant. It likes a shady location
in the house and only moderate
watering as it is a succulent.
Let’s go back outside
for a few more general
winter tips. Distribute snow
loads equally on shrubs and
garden beds when clearing off
driveways and sidewalks to
prevent plant damage. If small
plants have heaved out of the
ground, gently press them back
in place. Retie any vines that
have blown free from their
support system.
There you have it. Who knew
that January could be such an
active gardening month? Enjoy
your winter gardening activities. ■

About the Master Gardeners
The University of Illinois Extension DeKalb County Master Gardeners are
happy to provide gardening information for all seasons for your home landscapes.
Master Gardeners are trained through classes taught by University of Illinois
Extension educators. These classes last approximately 10 weeks and include
extensive horticulture education. Master Gardeners are involved in several
projects in DeKalb County with the main focus being public education.
Projects include: Horticulture Help Desk which runs from April to October;
Gardener’s Pathway Symposium in February; Garden Walk and Plant Sale in July;
Children’s Garden Club at Littlejohn School; City of DeKalb Planters; Therapeutic
Gardens at DeKalb County Nursing Center; DeKalb Area Women’s Center Garden;
Hallgren Park Community Garden; Tallgrass Prairie Education at Shabbona Park;
garden projects and education at historical Engh Farm in Sycamore.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Farm & Food

Happy,
Healthy Pigs
Antibiotics

How are antibiotics used on farms?
Keeping animals healthy is a priority of livestock farmers.
Farmers treat sick animals with antibiotics so they get better
and because it’s the humane thing to do. They work closely
with a veterinarian and use antibiotics sparingly.
It’s sort of like when we get
sick and go to the doctor who will
prescribe medication. With rest
and medicine we eventually get
better.
Farmers follow strict withdrawal
periods for animals given antibiotics. Before beef, pork or milk is
sent to the grocery store it is tested
and inspected by the Food Safety
Inspection Service to make sure
there are no antibiotic residues.
For example, a dairy cow has to
wait until the antibiotic clears her
system before she re-enters the
milking herd. Beef cattle and pigs

also have to wait to be sold to the
market until all antibiotics are out
of their system.
Farmers keep health records and
monitor any medications given to
animals. They give their animals
the best quality care knowing
that’s what is needed to provide
the best quality meat for all of our
families. ■

Doug Hartmann

Here’s the Real TRUTH!

All grocery store meat, eggs, and dairy
products are ANTIBIOTIC-FREE.

Local Mom’s Perspective

“My perspective on antibiotic use in livestock comes in part from my visiting

Jennifer Frances is the
mother of four girls, ages
4 to 19, and teaches middle
school family & consumer
sciences in Aurora.
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farmers during the Summer Ag Institute farm tours. I believe it is important to focus
on staying informed about farming through legitimate sources.
Farmers ultimately want what is best for the animals and for the consumer. Precautions such as cleanliness of workers, limiting outside visitors to the farm, and
temperature-controlled barns all minimize the likeliness of contamination and
illness, which in turn limit the need for antibiotics. Biosecurity measures are taken
to ensure the health and well-being of the animals. If antibiotics are needed, I know
that farmers are careful to follow a proper withdrawal period to ensure that they are
providing the safest product for the consumer and themselves.”

Food Favorites

Slow Cooker
Pot Roast Soup
Total Recipe Time:
High Setting: 6 hours and 15 minutes
Low Setting: 9 hours and 15 minutes
Makes 6 servings

Ingredients:

Cut beef roast into 12 equal pieces.

1 beef shoulder roast boneless
(2-1/2 pounds)
2 cups chopped onions
1 can (14-1/2 ounces)
diced tomatoes with
green peppers and
onions, undrained
1 cup frozen hash brown
potatoes (cubes)
1 cup beef broth
1 tablespoon minced garlic
1 teaspoon dried thyme leaves
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper
2 cups broccoli slaw
1/2 cup frozen peas

Place in 4-1/2 to 5-1/2-quart slow cooker.
Add onions, tomatoes, potatoes, broth,
garlic, thyme, salt and pepper. Cover and
cook on HIGH 5 to 6 hours, or on LOW
8 to 9 hours, or until beef is fork-tender.
(No stirring is necessary during cooking.)
Stir in broccoli slaw; continue cooking,
covered, 30 minutes or until broccoli slaw
is crisp-tender. Turn off slow cooker. Stir
in peas; let stand, covered, 5 minutes.

Photo courtesy of The Beef Checkoff www.beefitswhatsfordinner.com.
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Farm Economic Outlook for 2014
Net farm income lower
Farm incomes are expected to
decline this year primarily due to a
drop in corn and soybean prices.
Gary Schnitkey, University of
Illinois agricultural economist, said
net farm income levels will be substantially lower than income levels
of the past three years. “Income will
be tight,” said Schnitkey, but not to
cause financial stress.
“We are looking at a period comparable to the late 1990s, not the
1980s,” explained Schnitkey. Most
farms will do fine. There will be
some that have to make adjustments by reducing expenditures and
lowering cash rents that are above
average.”
At-risk farms are those that cash
rent the majority of their farmland
and pay high cash rents ($25+ above
the county average), said the U of I
economist. “$300+ cash rents will
be problematic this year,” noted
Schnitkey.
Although the 2014 farm income
is significantly lower than the
2010-2012 level, it still is higher
than average incomes during the
2001-2006 periods.

Speaking at the Illinois Farm Economic Summit, Schnitkey indicted most
farms are in better debt-to-asset positions based on strong income from past
years and reducing debt levels.

Crop prices decline, livestock prices comparable
The large U.S. corn crop in 2013 will cause a decline in prices and will
result in an increase in consumption, according to Darrel Good.
Corn prices are expected to average in the low-to-mid $4 per bushel range
for 2014, Good said. Soybean prices will be somewhat stronger, around $12,
due to strong demand, particularly from China.
Wheat production declined in 2013, but production increased sharply in the
rest of the world. Good, U of I ag economist, projects wheat prices to be in
the $6 range this year.
U.S. pork production continues to increase along with exports. The
average price of hogs should be near the $61 per hundredweight range in
2014.
Beef production is expected to decline which may limit exports. Fed
cattle prices should be higher this year, near $130 per hundredweight, Good
projected. ■

Soil and Water Management Seminar
Soil, water, and air interactions will be the focus of a Soil and Water Management Seminar sponsored by the University of Illinois Extension on Wednesday, Feb. 26. The workshop will be held in the Conference Center of the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture.
Presentations will be delivered via PowerPoint and web conferencing from 9 a.m. to 2: 30 p.m. Lunch will be
provided.
“Those attending will hear about cover crops, vertical tillage equipment, the effect of the Birds
Point Levy breach on cropland, using wetlands to reduce nutrient loading, and managing soil to
adapt to climate change,” says Duane Friend, U of I Extension educator. Certified Crop Advisors will
receive 5 continuing education units in Soil and Water Management by attending this seminar.
Registration is $50 per person, which includes lunch. The registration deadline is Monday,
Feb. 24. To register or for more information contact University of Illinois Extension office at
815/758-8194 or visit the website at web.extension.illinois.edu/bdo. ■
12
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Certification
for livestock
producers

Tractor
Safety
School
for Youth
A Tractor Safety School
is being planned for
local youth, ages 14 and 15, who
need the certification in order to
work off their own family farm.
The Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich
FFA with the Tri-County Alumni
chapter is hosting a Tractor Safety
School, March 1-2, and March 7-8
at Somonauk High School. The
class is for 14 and 15 year olds to be
certified in safe machinery operation
of equipment under the National Safe
Tractor and Machinery Operation
Course.
Current law states youth 16 years
and older may be employed in agriculture and do not need to be certified.
Those 14-15 years may be employed,
providing they have been certified. The
law does not apply to youth working
on their family’s farm.

Sixteen hours of classroom instruction, plus a written skills and
driving test is needed for certification
as part of the National Safe Tractor
& Machinery Operation Program.
Certified instructors will conduct
the classroom and driving testing
sessions.
Cost to participate in the class is
$80.
Registration is due by Feb. 12. To
register email Somonauk Ag Instructor Toni Saso, sasot@somonauk.net
or call 815-489-2314, ext. 415.
Priority will be given to Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich FFA
members and all other spots will be
filled on a first come, first served
basis. Class size is limited to
30 youth. ■

Crop Management Conference set

University of Illinois Extension is hosting the 10th annual Illinois Crop Management Conferences at four different locations, including Kishwaukee College, Malta
on Feb. 12-13. The conference runs 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. both days.
“The conference is geared toward farmers, certified crop advisors, and other agriculture professionals and will address many ‘hot topics’ in agriculture,” said U of I
Extension educator Angie Peltier.
Presentations will focus on the most current crop, pest, nutrient, and soil and water
management research and recommendations. Presenters will include faculty from
the U of I Extension and the Departments of Crop Sciences, Natural Resources and
Environmental Sciences, and Agricultural Economics in the College of Agricultural,
Consumer and Environmental Sciences.
Registration is required and includes lunch on both days. Advanced registration is
$130; registration at the door is $150 (checks only). Online and mail-in registration
forms and complete information on the topics that will be covered at each conference
location are available at web.extension.illinois.edu/csrec.
Certified crop advisors can earn up to 13 hours of continuing education units. ■

Workshops have been
scheduled to provide
livestock producers the
manure management training
they need to meet the requirements of the state’s Livestock
Management Facilities Act.
The workshops will be held
in eight locations throughout the state, including in
Sycamore on Feb. 18 at the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Center for Agriculture.
Registration begins at
8:30 a.m. and the workshop
gets underway at 9 a.m.
At 12:30 p.m, the Certified
Livestock Manager exam
will be given.
The workshop training will
not only cover nutrient management but also new technologies, research and trends.
The Livestock Management Facilities Act requires
facilities with 300 or more
animal units to have at least
one employee certified in
proper manure handling procedures. For facilities with
300 to 999 animal units,
the employee either must
attend a workshop or pass the
Illinois Department of Agriculture’s Certified Livestock
Manager exam. Facilities of
1,000 or more animal units
must do both to achieve certification.
To register for the
workshop go online at www.
livestocktraining.com
register. The cost is $30.
For more information call
the U of I Extension at
800-345-6087. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Pigs & Cows Adventure
Did you know that full-grown
pigs are as smart as a 3-yearold child and that dairy cows
can be bedded with sand?
Local FFA members learned all
about pigs and cows in a tour of Fair
Oaks Farms’ Pig and Dairy Adventures. Forty-two FFA members, six ag
teachers, and a parent chaperone joined
Farm Bureau staff recently for a day’s
journey to northwestern Indiana.
The bus trip was this year’s FFA Acquaintance program, an event designed
to raise awareness of Farm Bureau as
an organization while offering opportunities to learn more about the ag
industry and careers.

Raising Pigs
At the Pig Adventure, participants
explored the visitor center before
taking virtual “showers” in preparation
to visit the gestation and farrowing facilities. In each of the connected facilities, visitors look down into the barns
through huge windows. This meant
that in the farrowing barn, one could
watch the tiny piglets feeding and see
how the special gates keep each huge
mother sow from accidentally rolling
over and crushing her young. In the
gestation barn, viewers can watch the
sows and gilts use the ESF (Electronic
Sow Feeding system) and interact in
group pens.
Interesting tidbits in the pig tour
included the fact that the shuttle bus
was powered by pig poop (converted
into methane) and that full-grown pigs
are as smart as a 3-year-old child.
Jon Hoek, vice president of Pig
Production at Belstra Milling, talked
about career opportunities with the
company’s growing pork production arm. Legacy Farms, one of
14
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Belstra Milling’s facilities, is where the
Pig Adventure is located. Hoek also
discussed the traits his company looks
for in good employees.

Milking Dairy Cows
The group learned that the dairy
birthing barn was on “yellow alert,”
meaning a cow was in the process of
calving. Students and teachers walked
the short distance to the birthing barn to
watch as not one, but two Holstein cows
worked hard to give birth.
The Fair Oaks Dairy tour included
views of the feed storage facilities accompanied by information about feed
components, and a trip right through the
free-stall barn where cows were resting
on a beds of sand, eating, or chewing
their cud.
At the milking parlor, the group had
an overhead look at the 72-cow rotary
milking system. In this system, the cows
step onto a giant, slow-moving merrygo-round type of parlor. During each
cow’s leisurely 8-minute, 30-second
ride, her teats are cleaned and prepped
for milking, she is milked, and her

Huge overhead
viewing windows
made it easy for
FFA members to
observe modern
pork production
during their visit to
Fair Oaks Farms’
Pig Adventure in
December. The
trip was this year’s
FFA Acquaintance
program sponsored
by Farm Bureau.

teats are again
cleaned and
moisturized
before she backs
off the rotary and heads back to the
barn. Occasionally, slow milkers take
a second trip around.
A trivia contest was held during
the bus ride back to DeKalb County.
Students correctly answering questions
about facts gleaned during the trip won
t-shirts donated by the Illinois Pork
Producers and Midwest Dairy Association.
The following FFA chapters participated in this year’s Acquaintance
program: DeKalb, Genoa-Kingston,
Hinckley-Big Rock, Indian Creek,
Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich, and
Sycamore. The annual program makes
participating chapters eligible to send
delegates to the Illinois Farm Bureau
and Affiliates Youth Conference to
take place in Springfield in April.
Special thanks to Illinois Pork
Producers and DeKalb County Farm
Bureau’s Ag Literacy Program for
funding this trip. ■

At Fair Oaks Dairy, the
cows step onto a giant,
slow-moving merry-goround type of parlor.
During each cow’s
leisurely 8-minute,
30-second ride, her
teats are cleaned and
prepped for milking, she
is milked, and her teats
are again cleaned and
moisturized before she
backs off the rotary and
heads back to the barn.

Recommended resources about agriculture
are far from polished. That’s
part of their charm. Most
importantly, though, they
www.youtube.com/user/gilmerdairy are genuine, factual, and
frequently rather funny.
Take “Water ‘n Poo,”
There was a time when finding
for
example. Subtitled “A
decent videos depicting modern
Song About Nutrient Managriculture was next to impossible.
agement,” this ditty is by
The few good ones produced by
far Gilmer’s most-watched
children’s video companies or farm
video. It features him singing
organizations are now dusty VHS
joyfully in the cab of his
tapes over a decade old.
tractor while the camera is
Fortunately, videos about modern
trained out the rear window. Viewers can hum along as they watch the “honey
farming are as close as your
wagon”—a manure spreader—in action.
computer and an internet connecMooTube Minutes are another category of video on the Gilmer Dairy Farm
tion. Less fortunately, YouTube and
channel.
In GDF MooTube Minute #039—“Corn Silage Harvest,” Gilmer leads
other online video sources are like
off by explaining how he is keeping his cows cool in 90-degree temperatures. In
the rest of the Internet: brimming
the background, several cows are relaxing under fans and sprinklers. Soon the
with a bewildering mix of good,
camera cuts to a tractor and chopper cutting corn for silage. A minute and a half
great, and gosh-awful content.
is all it takes to convey facts about livestock care and a key feed ingredient.
Gilmer Dairy Farm’s YouTube
Finally, a handful of Vocowbulary videos enlighten viewers unfamiliar with
channel fits into the “great”
dairy
terms such as “slurry,” “TMR,” and “teat dip.” Each Vocowbulary Lesson
category. Will Gilmer is a dairy
is about a minute long.
farmer in Sulligent, Alabama. He
Will Gilmer’s skill at connecting with people from all walks of life was recogexcels in the art of social networknized by U.S. Farmers and Ranchers, as he was selected one of four “Faces of
ing, having a notable presence on
Farming and Ranching” in 2013. His videos, blog, and Twitter feed chronicling
platforms including Facebook,
the everyday trials and triumphs of dairy farming may be found at www.gilmer
Twitter, and of course, YouTube.
dairyfarm.com. ■
His videos aren’t very long and they

YouTube Channel:
Gilmer Dairy Farm
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sells seed to his father and
provides agronomic recommendations for the farm.
The youngest son, Matt, 20,
also is mechanically inclined
and is currently seeking a job in the diesel
eff Paulsen knows his three sons are capable of running the farm
power field. In the meantime, he’s helping
someday. But for now they are working for agribusiness companies.
his dad farm.
The Paulsen brothers are part of a growing trend of young farmers
“Agriculture has changed so much in
who have full-time jobs yet help their family farm after hours and on
size and scope,” says Jeff. In the nearly
weekends. These young farmers also have a strong desire to return to
20 years that Jeff has been farming on
the farm.
his own, he singles out “equipment and
“It would be nice to grow (the farm operation) so the boys could
technology” as the biggest drivers of
come back if they want,” says Jeff. Jeff’s wife, Lauri, agrees. “The
change in agriculture. His sons urged
farm has always been family-focused and it would be gratifying for us
him to update his tractors to have GPS
if the boys would carry on.”
(global positioning system) and auto steer
The Paulsen’s farm 900 acres in Mayfield and South Grove
features installed, plus his combine is
townships, all within a two mile radius from the Clare farmstead.
now equipped with the same technology
They grow corn and soybeans and raise beef cattle in share agreeand yield mapping capaments with the Alexander family.
bilities. “It’s been a good
Jeff says the size of his farm operation limits his
change for us,” admits Jeff.
three sons from joining him on a full-time basis. If he
Jeff and his sons frehas the opportunity to expand his land base he will
t would be nice
quently discuss various
bring his sons on board.
to grow (the farm
farm topics at the dining
The oldest son, Tim, 26, is a mechanic for Johnson
room table, explains Lauri.
Tractor in Rochelle. In his spare time he repairs and
operation) so the boys
“Their farm lingo goes
maintains his father’s farm equipment. He is married
could
come
back
if
beyond my comprehension
to Cassie, a physical therapist technician.
sometimes,” says Lauri, a
they
want.”
Middle son, Chris, is a dealer for AgriGold seed
city girl turned farm wife
company and works for another farmer. At age 23, he
and mom. ►
Jeff Paulsen

“I
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The boys are talking to dad about using fertilizer more efficiently while
looking at grid maps and they are nudging Jeff to try some different seeds
with newer, higher performing traits. “These are all important farm discussions,” notes Lauri.
Son, Chris, is always looking at ways to do things better on the farm.
“I use the GPS technology, yield maps and other data to analyze crop
performance for dad and my seed customers,” Chris says. “I’m encouraging dad to use variable rate technology at planting time and utilize more
side dressing to feed
nutrients throughout
the year for better crop
results.”
Chris, Tim and Matt
find enjoyment in
restoring old tractors
and maintaining farm
equipment. They
recently restored their
grandpa’s Oliver 1655
tractor, plus a few other
vintage tractors for
pleasure. The boys use
the Oliver on a regular
basis on the farm.

The Paulsen brothers all agree
that they have learned so much
as hands-on helpers around the
farm. Beyond the farm, their
learning continued at Kishwaukee College earning associate
degrees and then for Chris to
Illinois State University for a
degree in agronomy management. Jeff, too, has an associate
degree from Kishwaukee
College.
Outside the farm, the family’s
other involvements have also
provided meaningful experiences
through 4-H, FFA, Farm Bureau
and their church.
The Paulsen’s have a real
passion for agriculture with
farming and agribusiness
interests. Jeff and Lauri hope that
their three sons will be the 4th
generation of Paulsen’s to carry
on the farming tradition. ■

Meet the Paulsen family from rural Clare.
They are (from left) Lauri and Jeff and
their three sons Chris, Matt, and Tim and
daughter-in-law Cassie.
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Stray Kernels

Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

Why I Do What I Do
Do you ever ask yourself WHY you do what you do in your job? The
obvious answer is to make a living, but beyond that, do you believe in what
you do? Why?

I believe in what I do, and here’s why.

Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordinator. Follow her Stray Kernels blog
at www.straykernels.wordpress.com.
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I started with Farm Bureau back in 1998 with the respect and appreciation for farming I gained growing up in the country. I also had a degree in
education. That was plenty to make me feel committed to my ag literacy role
to begin with. But what I’ve gained in the meantime is a profound respect for
farmers and what they do.
What keeps me going now is helping people of all ages and backgrounds
understand not only where our food comes from, but reminding them there
are real people behind that food. Those people are as committed to doing
their jobs with integrity as you and I are. I know a lot of them, and I’ve discovered they’re pretty
special.
Oh, I know they’re not
all perfect, and the agriWhat I’ve come to realize is that
culture industry—like any
farming takes a level of faith
industry—has many ways
it can improve. But what
and commitment that many of
I’ve come to realize is
us can’t comprehend.
that farming takes a level
of faith and commitment
that most of us can’t comprehend. I mean, come on—spend a few weeks planting thousands of dollars’
worth of seed on hundreds of acres, see it sprout and begin to thrive, then
watch it shrivel up when it doesn’t rain for two months…who DOES that?
Farmers, that’s who.
Because of my belief in our farmers, it bothers me deeply when I read, see,
or hear stories about food and farming that reflect badly on them. Especially
since so much of the information out there is based on limited understanding (remember, not only are 98% of us not from farms, most of us are also a
few generations removed from farming). Quite frankly, a lot of what we hear
about food and the farms it comes from is incomplete, twisted, or downright
wrong. That wouldn’t be so bad, but of course our behavior is based on our
beliefs, so our decisions on the food we buy and the articles we reshare or
retweet are often based on bad information!
That’s why I’m here. I can’t clear everything up; I don’t know enough. I
don’t keep track of the price of corn, I can’t keep up with the Farm Bill, and
I don’t know the difference in the functions of the rumen and reticulum in
a cow’s digestive system. What I hope I can do is share some good information, address a few misconceptions, and talk about why this stuff even
matters. ■

Family Health

This One’s
For the Girls

Tammy Farrell & Allison Bryan, KishHealth System
DeKalb resident Beth Hanson
attends the KishHealth System
This One’s For The Girls event at
Kishwaukee Hospital every year
and she’s always first in line at
the skin spot checks.
As a single mom who is self-insured with a high deductible, Beth
takes the opportunity to participate
in free screenings at the hospital’s
annual event to help her stay healthy
without always having to make an
appointment with her doctor for
routine screenings.
Since she has a family history of
skin cancer and likes to spend time
outdoors gardening and riding her
bike, Beth knows she is susceptible to the disease. She is proactive
though, and has encouraged her
farming family members to get
checked too.
In February 2013, Beth was sure
to sign up again for a skin spot
check at the women’s event at Kishwaukee Hospital. She was especially concerned about a spot on her
forehead that bled sometimes when
she washed her face. The spot was
not discolored and did not have any
of the other signs she knew meant
skin cancer. The healthcare provider
at the skin spot checks recommended she follow up with her dermatologist.
Over the next few months Beth
put off following up with her doctor
until she received a follow-up call
from Oncology Nurse Stephani
Placek, from the KishHealth System

Cancer Center in
DeKalb. The call
prompted Beth to
make an appointment for a biopsy
at her dermatologist’s office.
The results of the biopsy came
back. It was skin cancer. Beth was
sure to call Stephani back at the
Cancer Center to let her know the
results. Beth thanked Stephani for
the important job she does, grateful
that she had made that follow
up call. Beth said, “What really
impressed me most was the fact the
hospital followed up on the free skin
screening that they performed.”
Basosquamous carcinoma, the type
of cancer Beth had, typically does
not spread to other organs, but does
get bigger and must be removed.
Since the spot was on her face, on
forehead above left eye, she chose
to have a special procedure called
Mohs surgery, in which the affected
skin is removed layer by layer then a
biopsy is performed while the patient
waits in order to take only what was
necessary to remove the cancerous
cells. After Beth had the spot
removed, she saw a plastic surgeon
who closed the wound.
Beth hopes her story will help
others be aware that unusual bleeding
can be a sign of skin cancer.
“The hospital’s follow up demonstrated to me that it really does care
about the health of our community,”
Beth commented. “I want to thank
Kishwaukee Hospital for offering so
many wonderful free health screen-

Beth Hanson (right) detected skin cancer
early thanks to Oncology Nurse Stephani
Placek (left) and This One’s for the Girls
event at KishHealth System.

ings and educational programs to
the public; we are lucky to have a
hospital in the community that offers
these programs.”
This One’s for the Girls is a
morning dedicated to women and
their health. KishHealth System
knows that regular health exams and
tests can help find problems before
they start. They also can help find
problems early, when your chances
for treatment and cure are better.
By getting the right health services,
screenings and treatments, you are
taking steps that help your chances
for living a longer, healthier life. ■

Save the Date –

This One’s for the Girls
Sat., Feb. 8
8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Valley West Hospital Medical
Office Building, Sandwich
Fri. & Sat., Feb. 21 and 22
8 a.m. – Noon
Kishwaukee Hospital, DeKalb
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Changes approved in ag zoning
DeKalb County has adopted an improved zoning
ordinance which reflects modern agriculture.
The DeKalb County Board unanimously supported ag zoning text
amendments proposed by the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau in action taken
at the County Board’s December
meeting. The action brings to a close
an eight month process which further
clarified the definition of agriculture
to reflect modern practices taking
place on land used for agriculture in
the rural area of the county.
“This is a huge step forward for
agriculture” said Mark Tuttle, DeKalb
County Farm Bureau president. “As
agriculture continues to evolve in
DeKalb County, the county must
recognize this change and conform
with state statute as it relates to land
used for agricultural purposes.”
County Board Member Tracy Jones
agreed with Tuttle, stating, “The
amendment itself does not solve
every zoning issue our farmers may
have, but it’s a great first step. This
keeps DeKalb County in the forefront
as agriculture changes and we know it
will continue to change,” Jones said.
“I was extremely happy with the
support that was shown for the ag
community in this process,” Jones
continued. “From county staff to the
unanimous vote of the County Board,
agriculture has great support from
this county government.”
The amendments further define
agriculture and agribusiness and
recognize Illinois State Statute
language that prohibits the county
from enforcing zoning regulations for
land uses on land used for agricultural
purposes.
In an opinion given by the State’s
Attorney, the ordinance states that
in the exercise of county zoning
20
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authority, “agricultural purposes are
to be liberally construed in favor of
particular uses being deemed agricultural in order to fully effectuate
the legislative intent expressed by
the statutory exclusion of agriculture
from counties’ regulatory authority.”

and repair; manure application; on-farm
machine repair and used machine sales;
and limited on-farm processing of
locally grown crops, produce, livestock
or poultry, when such incidental uses
take place on land used for agricultural
purposes. Any and all land or structures
used in accordance with the above shall
be considered to be used for agricultural
purposes.

Agriculture re-defined

Agribusiness changes

Under the definition of agriculture in the county code, agriculture
shall mean land, or land and structures, which is primarily used and
intended for agricultural purposes
which includes the growing of farm
crops, truck garden crops; animal and
poultry husbandry; animal feed lots;
apiculture; aquaculture; dairying;
floriculture; horticulture; nurseries;
tree farms; sod farms; pasturage;
viticulture; wholesale greenhouses;
the growing, developing, processing,
conditioning and selling of hybrid
seed corn, seed beans, seed oats, or
other farm seeds, when such agricultural purposes constitute the principal
activity on the land; and uses customarily incidental to agricultural
purposes including the production,
processing, storage and sale of grain,
animal feed and fodder; field scouting
and soil sampling; precision agriculture; remote aerial imagery and data
processing; field drain tile installation

Agribusiness shall mean agriculturally related businesses such as, but
not limited to, commercial anhydrous
ammonia facilities; commercial bulk
fertilizer facilities; commercial grain
elevators and grain storage; commercial
sale, rental and repair of farm implements and equipment; commercial
storage, distribution and sales of liquid
petroleum products; retail animal feed;
commercial feed preparation, grinding,
and mixing; and commercial livestock
depots and buying or sale yards where
such business activity constitutes the
principal activity on the land and further
provided sufficient evidence accompanies the application that adjoining
or neighboring properties will not be
adversely affected by the proposed
business.
“I commend the County Board for
recognizing the need for the amendment
and those on the County Board that demonstrated the leadership needed to get
this proposal approved,” Tuttle said. ■

“This is a huge step forward for agriculture.”
Mark Tuttle
DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Issues & Action

Farmers involved in grassroots policy
DeKalb County Farm Bureau representatives took time from their busy
schedules to participate in this year’s
policy debate at the Illinois Farm
Bureau Annual Meeting last month.
“Through local involvement,
DeKalb County farmers have a voice
in the leading state agricultural association’s policy,” stated Mark Tuttle,
Somonauk farmer. “The grassroots
process is very effecting in addressing
changes facing agriculture.”
Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm
Bureau’s president, also served as
chairman of the Agricultural Production and National Issues subcommittee.
Along with Tuttle, delegates from
DeKalb County included Berkeley
Boehne, Russ Deverell, Phil Montgomery and Mike Schweitzer.

New Data Policy

Among new policy debate,
delegates deliberated the policy
on Data Collection, Privacy, and

Want to see more
Farm Bureau policy?
Go to www.dekalbfarmbureau.org/
information/fb-policy
for a link to
Illinois Farm Bureau policy.

Five farmers served as delegates representing DeKalb County Farm Bureau at this
year’s state Farm Bureau meeting in Chicago. They included: (from left) Mark Tuttle,
president; Berkeley Boehne, Russ Deverell, Mike Schweitzer and Adrian Plapp.

Ownership and agreed to the
following language: We believe that
data collected from farming and
agricultural operations is valuable,
should remain the property of the
individual, and warrants protection.
We will:
• Support efforts to better educate
stakeholders regarding utilizing new
technology or equipment that may
receive, record, and/or transmit their
data.
• Support requiring companies
that are collecting, storing, and
analyzing the data to provide full
disclosure of their intended use of
the data.
• Seek formation of and be an
active participant in industry discussions regarding development of
industry-wide protocols including,
but not limited to, proper disclosure,
privacy, and use agreement.
• Encourage participants in data
sharing use agreements to recognize
the value associated with the data;
allowing farmers to receive fair
compensation.

New Dairy Marketing Policy

In other hot topics, Dairy Marketing
was debated as it relates to the sale of
raw milk. Delegates formulated the
following language:
We support the pasteurization of
raw milk for sale to the public. We
also recognize there is a segment of
consumers that prefer to purchase
raw, unpasteurized milk. For those
farmers who sell unpasteurized milk
to consumers, the following guidelines should be followed:
• Sales occur directly from farmers
- on the farm - to consumers provided
they bring their own containers.
• No wholesalers, retailers, grocery
stores or third parties be allowed to
sell these products.
• Farmers receive a Grade A permit
from the Illinois Department of
Public Health to produce and sell raw
milk.
In further debate delegates made
slight revisions to more than 30
policies and reaffirmed an additional
100 policies relative to agriculture
and Farm Bureau members. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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is very excited about the opportunity
to be part of this inaugural publication of DeKalb County
Farm Bureau’s Connections.
Support from the Farm Bureau community has been
a tremendous part of our success and we are honored to
be a part of this new magazine. Over this year we will be
sharing information about Conserv FS and various aspects
of our business.
We are a diversified agricultural cooperative with a focus
on bringing the best products and services to our patrons.
In the months to come you will hear from various agronomists about new techniques and technologies we are using
with our customers that are focused on improving production. You’ll hear about our involvement with industry
leaders such as Monsanto on Field Scripts technologies,
among others.
While farming is our heritage we are a diversified cooperative with business in various other commercial areas. We
will be telling you about exciting new things happening in
our Turf and Energy Divisions. Our Turf Division services
landscapers, municipalities, golf courses and sports fields
and teams throughout northeastern Illinois with products
and services that improve those businesses.
You will hear from our Energy Division staff about
contracting opportunities for managing propane and fuel
expenses.
Grain Marketing has become a valuable niche for our
company, servicing growers throughout the trade territory
either with direct service at our Sycamore grain elevator
or through in-direct loads originated by our grain staff
operating in Sycamore.

FS InVision seed corn is a choice that Harbecke
Farms made in their seed selection for 2014.
(From left) Ross Williams, crop specialist for
Conserv FS, helped David and Mark Harbecke with
their agronomic decisions for spring.

Conserv FS is proud to provide our agronomy
patrons with multiple, diversified options on
seed brands and genetics with Growmark’s
InVision corn and HiSoy soybeans, NK, and
DeKalb and Asgrow.
As a cooperative, we are focused on members’ success.
Our mission is to build successful and profitable partnerships with our patrons. Our objectives have
guided us since 1928 with our vision to be the best
most innovative, diversified agricultural
cooperative. ■

www.conservfs.com
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Thoughts

Aim for a Healthier Financial Future
You could eat fast food at every
meal and sit around without exercising, but your chances of staying fit
wouldn’t be very good. Staying financially fit requires some effort, too. For
the long-term health of your retirement, you need to look ahead, keep
involved, and make positive moves
toward your goals.

Start With a Checkup

Giving your retirement accounts a
checkup is a good idea in any investment climate. Unless you know
where you stand, you can’t make
informed investment decisions. First,
check your account’s total value and
the change since your last review to
see how much progress you’ve made.
Next, compare the performance
of your investments to a benchmark
market index over several years. If
your returns were not in line with
the index, you may want to consider
other investment choices.
Last, compare your current investment mix to your original plan. The
proportions of the different investment types may have shifted as
market values changed. For example,
declining stock prices could mean
bonds and cash equivalents now make
up a larger share of your account. If
your current allocation no longer fits

your risk tolerance and
investment goals, you
may want to rebalance
your account to restore
your desired allocation.

Weight Your
Diversification

Investing most of your
account in one type of
security or one stock market
segment is much riskier
than spreading your investments
across a range of investment categories and market sectors. With good
diversification, the gains of some investment categories may help offset
the losses of others. Make sure your
investments are well diversified to
improve your chances of limiting
losses during market downturns.

Take a Break

Check your progress periodically
and be aware of market and economic
conditions. But also recognize that
successfully fine-tuning investment decisions to match market
movements is very difficult, even for
professionals. No one can be sure
when market prices have reached a
bottom or top until after it happens.
Realistically, how much chance
do you have of timing your invest-

www.countryfinancial.com

0114-005

daniel.howes@countryfinancial.com
michael.shipley@countryfinancial.com
815/756-3377

Dan Howes, Mike Shipley

ments moves to catch changes in the
market’s direction? If you’re comfortable with your asset allocation
and investment choices, take a break
from tracking short-term ups and
downs until it’s time for your account
checkup.

Have a Plan

The best prescription for a healthier
financial future may be to have a
realistic goal and a good plan to help
you reach it. With carefully chosen
investments that offer the potential
long-term growth you need, shortterm market volatility becomes less
of a problem.

Let Me Help

People who achieve financial
security rarely do so alone. This is
a perfect time to contact us for an
in-depth review of your situation
and a tangible plan to help you reach
your retirement goals. Backed by a
team of experts, we can give you the
guidance you need. ■

Investment management, retirement, trust, and
planning services provided by COUNTRY Trust
Bank®. Not FDIC Insured, No Bank Guarantee,
May Lose Value.
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Scholarships

Farm Bureau scholarships available
DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s Senior
Scholarship program will grant scholarships to deserving high school seniors
in pursuit of a college education. Applications for this scholarship are now
available.
High school seniors who will be
attending a two or four-year college,
university or vocational/technical school
in the fall of 2014 are eligible to apply.
Students’ families must have been an
“M” (voting) or “A+” (Associate Plus)
member in good standing of the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau continuously since
Sept. 1, 2012.

The scholarship award is for a total of
$1,200 for the freshman year of college.
Applications are available through
the Farm Bureau office or from school
guidance counselors. The form may
also be downloaded at www.dekalb
farmbureau.org. Save the document
to your computer, fill it out electronically, print a copy and mail or deliver
the completed form, along with all
necessary attachments, to the Farm
Bureau. The application cannot be
submitted electronically.
The complete application is
due by Friday, March 7.

Ag-Related Scholarships

Michaela Cowan was one of the
2013 recipients of the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau Senior Scholarship.

IAA Foundation

Farmland Foundation

Agriculture students and Illinois Farm Bureau® (IFB) members and their
children may apply for college scholarships offered by the Illinois Agricultural Association (IAA) Foundation. Seventy four scholarships, ranging
from $1,000 to $7,500 per year, will be awarded in total of $177,800 for the
2014-2015 school year.
Students may apply for a variety of scholarships, including three IAA
Foundation Top Scholarships, who will each receive $7,500 awards.
Another $7,500 award goes to the Illinois Farm Bureau Legacy of Leadership scholarship winner. New this year is a $1,000 scholarship for a student
of Western Illinois University.
Students studying crop science and pursuing a masters degree related
to research are eligible for the Illinois Soybean Association Crop Science
Scholarships. Ten $4,000 scholarship will be awarded to junior level majors.
Recipients are then eligible for an additional $4,000 in this renewable
program, providing a total of $8,000 for his or her junior and senior year of
college.
All applicants must be high school seniors accepted for enrollment or
students already enrolled at an accredited college, university or community
college. Scholarships are awarded for exceptional academic ability, leadership and financial need. Previous winners of an IAA Foundation scholarship
are eligible to apply again.
A full listing of available scholarships, eligibility guidelines, and application documents are available at the Foundation website, www.iaafoundation.org. Completed applications must be postmarked on or before
Feb. 1.
For more information, contact your county Farm Bureau, the IAA Foundation at 309-557-2230, or e-mail smoore@ilfb.org.

The DeKalb County Farmland
Foundation offers a $500 scholarship
each year to a graduating senior from
any high school in the county.
Named the Simonson Scholarship
in honor of the family’s commitment to agriculture and sound land
practices, the Foundation selects one
graduating senior who plans a career
in agriculture, the environment or
land use planning.
Those interested in applying for the
scholarship should complete a letter
of application with an explanation of
career goals, biographical information, college plans, and include a high
school transcript. Two letters of recommendation from a high school administrator, teacher or employer must
be included.
Deadline to apply is March 14.
Letters should be sent to Simonson
Scholarship, DeKalb County
Farmland Foundation, P.O. Box 375,
DeKalb, IL 60115.For additional information call 815-756-7712. ►
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coninued on next page

Scholarships

John Buck Memorial
Illinois Beef
Association
The Illinois Beef
Association(IBA) offers four
$1,000 general scholarships to
high school seniors and college
students. IBA will also award a
$500 scholarship in memory of
Terry Clemons and a $500 scholarship in memory of 1990 IBA
President Marion Butler.
Eligible IBA youth must be
from a family that is actively
involved in beef production and
currently an IBA member, cannot
be a previous winner of an IBA
scholarship, and must complete
the application and write an
original essay.
The scholarship submission deadline is March 1. Go to
www.iba.org for an application
form.

1st Farm
Credit Services
1st Farm Credit Services is
offering 24, $1,500 scholarships
to graduating high school seniors
to further their education in an
agriculture or rural life-related
field of study.
The First Choice Agriculture
Scholarship is for graduating high
school seniors who have been
accepted into an agriculture or
agriculture-related curriculum at a
university, college or community
college and either reside or attend
high school within 1st Farm
Credit Services’ service territory.
Qualifying students may
obtain an application online at
www.1stfarmcredit.com or
through a local 1st Farm Credit
Services office.
The deadline to apply is
Feb. 17.

Applications are now being accepted for the John Buck Memorial Scholarship.
High school students in Kane, DeKalb, McHenry, Boone, Lake, DuPage or Will
County are eligible to apply. The application deadline is Feb. 15.
A decade ago, in recognition of Buck’s passion for agriculture and golf, his
family and friends established the John Buck Memorial Scholarship for agriculture students through the Kane County Farm Bureau Foundation. Buck was the
founder of Buck Brothers, Inc. John Deere farm equipment and golf course maintenance equipment, respectively.
An endowment to the Kane County Farm Bureau Foundation provides funds
for a $1,000 college scholarship for an agriculture student.
Applications are available on the Kane County Farm Bureau website at www.
kanecfb.com, through local county Farm Bureau offices, at Buck Brothers, Inc.
or J.W. Turf in Hampshire or by contacting Steve Arnold, Executive Director of
the Kane County Farm Bureau Foundation, at 630-584-8660.

Hintzsche Scholarship for Agriculture
The Hintzsche Companies announce the 2014 Hintzsche Scholarship for Agriculture program. In its eleventh year, this program offers a $1,500 scholarship
to six qualified seniors in the Hintzsche, Burroughs Ag Services and Walter Seed
and Feed marketing areas.
Candidates are evaluated based on academics, leadership skills, and a two-page
essay.
Scholarship applications are available on the website at www.hintzsche.com/
human-resources, under Online Applications. Students may also check with
their school counselor or ag teacher for the materials.
Scholarship applications are due on Feb. 17. For more information, contact
Joanne Hueber, at jhueber@hintzsche.com or by phone at 800-446-3378. ■

Member Benefits

Need help with your income taxes?
DeKalb County Farm Bureau members can get help preparing and
filing their income tax returns from the Illinois Agricultural Auditing
Association (IAAA). The Association is an affiliate of the Illinois Farm
Bureau specializing in taxation and auditing.
This service is being offered to DeKalb County Farm Bureau
members at a discounted rate. Members can receive a 10% discount
on the preparation of their tax return when using IAAA personal tax
service at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office.
Whether you are completing farm taxes or an EZ 1040 or an
in-depth, multi-employee business tax form, IAAA can help. You will
benefit from more than 80 years of experience that comes with IAAA.
The DeKalb County Farm Bureau will assist with the appointment schedules and provide a place for members to meet with the tax
preparer.
Call the Farm Bureau office now to schedule an appointment,
815-756-6361. Farm Bureau will set up an appointment schedule for
February and March.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Trips & Programs

Amish Adventures
Join Farm Bureau for a trip to Amish country
in Green Lake County, Wisconsin.
See the Amish community
of Kingston, Wisconsin in a
Farm Bureau tour arranged
for Friday, April 25. Highlights include visiting an
Amish school, furniture shop,
bakery, buggy shop, greenhouse, cheese factory and
produce stand.
A step-on tour guide will
offer insight into the history
and traditions of the Amish
community, plus share stories
of this unique village and its people.
The group will stop for lunch at the
Kingston House, one of the Wisconsin’s oldest and best restaurants.
The day-long trip begins with a 6:30
a.m. departure from Farm Bureau and
concludes by 6:30 p.m. with a return to
Sycamore. Stops will be made en route
and on the return trip.
Cost of the Amish Adventures is $80
for “M” and “A+” members; $90 for
guests.

The world’s favorite “practically perfect” nanny comes alive
on the Fireside stage serving up
more than a spoonful of delightful music, dancing and laughter
for all ages.

Registration for this trip opens
on Feb. 3 at 11 a.m., prior to the
start of the Prime Timers luncheon.
After the luncheon, registration will
be taken at the Farm Bureau office
until spaces are filled.
This trip, open to Farm Bureau
members, requires a moderate
amount of walking. For more information contact the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau office.

SHS Jazz Ensemble performs
Get ready for some jazz favorites by the Sycamore High School Jazz
Ensemble as they perform for Prime Timers on Monday, Feb. 3.
The Sycamore High School Jazz Ensemble is a group that performs locally
and regionally, and it has won awards at various jazz festivals. The group was
selected in 2010 to perform at the Illinois Music Educators All-State Conference.
The SHS Jazz Ensemble plays a wide variety of jazz favorites, with a focus
on classic swing repertoire. Many alumni have gone on to successful professional careers in music.
The director, Mr. Scott Mertens, has been a teacher in the Sycamore School
District for the past 17 years. He was a graduate assistant for NIU Director of
Jazz Studies Ron Carter, and he is currently an active freelance jazz pianist,
composer, and clinician in the Chicagoland area.
Farm Bureau “M” and “A+” members who are age 55+ are welcome to attend
this Prime Timers program and luncheon. Lunch is served at 12-Noon in the
Farm Bureau Auditorium. The program gets underway at 1 p.m. in the Farm
Bureau Theater.
To register, visit the Farm Bureau office. Lunch fee is $6, payable by Jan. 28.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
has tickets for the Wednesday,
March 5 performance of
Mary Poppins the Broadway
musical at The Fireside
Theater in Ft. Atkinson, WI.

The Fireside’s production of
Mary Poppins features all the
well-known popular songs, highstepping dancing, and a treasure
chest full of magic and mirth.
Tickets are $88 each for Farm
Bureau “M” and “A+” members
and include the musical, lunch
and roundtrip motorcoach transportation. Guest price is $98.
Tickets may be purchased at
the Farm Bureau office while
supplies last.
Farm Bureau has reserved
seats for Mary Poppins on the
main floor in rows 1-4.
Lunch features tomato bisque
soup, freshly baked breads,
chicken piccata served with
parmesan orzo and a medley of
roasted fresh vegetables, caramel
apple cheesecake and beverage.
The motorcoach will depart
at 9 a.m. from the Farm Bureau
Building on March 5 and return
by 5:30 p.m.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Center for
Agriculture News
Gardener’s Pathway:
“Spring’s First Gardening Joy”
Sat., Feb. 22, 7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Meals for a Healthy Heart

Tues., Feb. 4 & Feb. 11, 6-8 p.m.

Meals for a Healthy Heart is a
series of two sessions designed
for anyone interested in preventing or managing heart disease. In
each session, participants receive
recipes, watch cooking demonstrations, taste foods, and learn about
proper diet & physical activity to
better care for their health.
Meals for a Healthy Heart will
be offered Feb. 4 and Feb. 11 from
6 to 8 p.m. in the Auditorium of
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Building. The fee for the twosession program is $15 per person
and pre-registration is preferred by
Jan. 31. For more information visit
the University of Illinois Extension
website at web.extension.illinois.
edu/bdo or call the DeKalb County
Extension office at 815-758-8194.
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University of Illinois Extension
DeKalb County Master Gardeners
and Kishwaukee College are pleased
to present a one-day symposium of
workshops for gardeners of all experience levels at Kishwaukee College.
This year’s Gardener’s Pathway theme
is “Spring’s First Gardening Joy”.
The Joe Pasteris Keynote Speaker is
Melinda Myers. Follow her description of how to build a colorful garden
from the ground up. You will discover
new opportunities to incorporate color,
form and year-round interest in your
landscape and tips to add vertical
accents, new plant combinations, and
plants with added value. Melinda is a
gardening expert, TV/radio host, author
and columnist.
Other Gardener’s Pathway
workshops available include: Native
plants, roses, butterflies, growing
grapes, preserving food safely, new
plants for 2014, lasagna gardening,
woody plants, body smart gardening,
forcing branches & bulbs and much,
much more.

To register or for additional
information, contact DeKalb
County Extension at 815-758-8194
or Kishwaukee College at 815-8252086, ext. 2040. The brochure is
available online at the Kishwaukee
College website under Business/
Community-Continuing Education.

Healthy Living,
Healthy Snacking

Thurs., Feb. 27, 1:30 - 2:30 p.m.

Learn how to be snack savvy by
choosing healthier snack options
and appropriate portion sizes for
snacks. Recipes and a healthy
snack will be provided.
This program will be presented
in the Conference Center of the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Building on Thursday, Feb. 27 at
1:30 p.m. The fee for this program
is $5. Pre-registration for Healthy
Living: Healthy Snacking is
preferred by Tuesday, Feb. 25. For
more information or to register,
visit web.extension.illinois.edu/
bdo or call the DeKalb County
Extension office at 815-758-8194.

Center for Agriculture News
Maple Syrup Fest

Sat., March 1, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Maple Syrup Fest will be held
at Russell Woods Forest Preserve,
Genoa on Saturday, March 1.You
will see the process of tapping
trees, gathering and evaporating
sap water to syrup throughout the
day. Start the day with a warm
pancake and some syrup tasting.
This is a FREE day for you and
your family to spend together. The
Natural Resource Center is located
in Russell Woods Forest Preserve
one mile west of Genoa Illinois
on Route 72. For more information call the Natural Resource
Education Center at 815-7842000 or visit the website at web.
extension.illinois.edu/bdo.

Master Gardener Training
Weds., thru April 2
9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

If gardening is your passion,
and you would like to be part of a
team that contributes to keeping
Illinois communities educated
and beautiful, consider becoming
a University of Illinois Extension
Master Gardener.
The Master Gardener training
for 2014 will be offered Wednesdays, now through April 2 from
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Boone
County University of Illinois
Extension office located at
205 Cadillac Court, Belvidere.
In-person training costs $175 and
includes the Master Gardener
manual with helpful resources and
other materials.
If you are interested in
becoming a DeKalb County
Master Gardener, Belvidere is the
closest training option for winter
2014. For more information or to
apply, please contact Judy Hodge
at 815-544-3710, or online at web.
extension.illinois.edu/mg/.

Kane/DuPage join
FSA headquarters
Effective Feb. 23, the Kane/
DuPage County Farm Service
Agency (FSA) Office will have new
limited office hours in St. Charles
and also will be headquartered in the
DeKalb County FSA office.
The Kane/DuPage FSA will only
be open for business one day per
week, on Wednesdays, at 2315
Dean Street in St. Charles. Business
will be conducted at this office on
Wednesdays by appointments only
and if prior appointments are not
made, the Kane/DuPage office will
not be open for business.
DeKalb County will be considered
the headquarters location for conducting future Kane/DuPage

County FSA transactions. Kane
County farms will automatically
be processed in DeKalb County.
“Kane and DuPage county
producers need to know they can
transfer to an adjacent county
if they do not wish to come to
DeKalb,” says Janeen Vogeler,
DeKalb County FSA Executive
Director. The DeKalb County FSA
office is open for business five
days per week and is located in
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Center for Agriculture.
Kane/DuPage County FSA
customers are being encouraged
to transfer farms to the DeKalb
County FSA office and continue
the benefit of receiving service five
days per week. To initiate the farm
transfer process, please contact
the Kane/DuPage County FSA
office, 630-584-7960 or the DeKalb
County FSA Service Center, 815757-3234. For additional information contact Janeen Vogeler, janeen.
vogeler@il.usda.gov.

Lending support to farmers markets
1st Farm Credit Services has donated $125 to the Sycamore Farmers Market
and the DeKalb Farmers Market to support the local foods movement.
The donation is part of a larger $4,000 total donation to groups involved with
supporting farmers markets in the 1st Farm Credit Services territory.
“We wanted to show support for the local growers who are providing fresh
foods to members of their community, and help support groups that are focused
on the sale of local foods,” said Terry L. Hinds, senior vice president of
business lending and corporate relations. “These farmers are making a difference in their communities.”
According to the Illinois Department of Agriculture, Illinois is ranked third in
the nation for the number of farmers markets. Farmers markets offer consumers
farm-fresh, affordable, convenient and healthy products, while giving farmers a
place to sell their goods and reach various consumers.
“As consumers continue to look for local, fresh foods, farmers’ markets are
providing farmers a place to sell their goods,” Hinds said. “Along with supporting a place for sales, these farmers are playing a critical role in connecting with
consumers and putting a face to Illinois Agriculture.”

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Funds
donated
to area
Food Bank
Farmers are doing more than just
producing food; they are donating
funds for hunger relief.
Local farmers presented a check for
over $9,000 to the Northern Illinois
Food Bank, the lead hunger relief
agency in the northern Illinois area,
located in Geneva.
The check presentation was made
recently by farmer representatives of
DeKalb, Lake, Kane and McHenry
county Farm Bureaus. Young Leader
Phil Montgomery and President Mark
Tuttle represented DeKalb County
Farm Bureau.
The Food Bank donation was made
from funds collected by the Illinois
Farm Bureau Young Leaders Penny
Wars program at the state Farm
Bureau meeting. Penny Wars is part
of the IFB Young Leaders Harvest for
all hunger relief program and encourages members to donate any amount

Phil Montgomery (left) and Mark Tuttle (right) represented DeKalb County Farm Bureau
in presenting a check to Steve Ericson with Northern Illinois Food Bank on behalf of
District 1 Farm Bureau Young Leaders. The funds will be earmarked for a nutritional
program that will provide milk to communities throughout northern Illinois.

of money in the jars designated for
each of the 18 Farm Bureau Districts.
District 1 collected over $2,300,
winning the competition, and the opportunity to donate all of the funds
($9,007.10) to the food pantry of each
county’s choice. The four counties in
the district agreed to donate the entire
amount to the Northern Illinois Food

Bank, an agency that serves
13 northern Illinois counties
with hunger relief.
The agency will use the funds
to purchase and distribute milk
to network partners throughout
communities in northern Illinois
as part of the new Milk2MyPlate
program. ■

Sheriff’s Citizens Police Academy set for April
Sheriff Roger Scott is offering
the 21st Sheriff’s Citizens Police
Academy beginning on April 3.
This is the first time in the history of
Academies to be held in the spring,
having been offered traditionally in
the winter.
Sponsors of the academy include:
DeKalb County Farm Bureau, State
Representative Robert Pritchard,
State Senator Tim Bivens and
Nathan Winston Services.

30

Connections

The goal of the academy is to give citizens the opportunity to have a realistic
and hands-on view of the Criminal Justice System. An equally important goal
is to enable deputies and other instructors to talk with and receive feedback
directly from citizens in a relaxed environment.
Classes are held for 10 consecutive Thursday evenings from 6:30 p.m. to
9:30 p.m. at the DeKalb County Legislative Center in Sycamore.
Academy topics include criminal and traffic law, traffic stops, communications, corrections, investigation, crime updates, judiciary and other important
topics.
Those interested in attending the free Academy may contact the Sheriff’s
Office for an application by calling 815-895-7260, or by stopping at the
Sheriff’s Office at 150 N. Main St. Sycamore, or downloading the application:
www.dekalbcounty.org.
Deadline for registration is March 17.

Wendell Hueber

Carol Slutz

Greg Millburg

“Farm Bureau has been a very
stable element in my family’s
life offering good service,
products and programs. It’s
a top notch organization.
I’ve always maintained my
Farm Bureau membership
and likewise, I have always had
COUNTRY insurance. At this
stage in my life, I enjoy Farm
Bureau Prime Timers and
look forward to each month,
continuing friendships with
members and working with
the committee.”

“The Farm Bureau is valuable
to me as an educator as well as a
mother. The children in my class
benefit educationally by the Ag in
the Classroom program and the
agricultural literature resources
that are offered. The information
from these programs enhances the
curriculum and brings authentic
learning to my classroom. Personally, my children and I have utilized
the Farm Bureau resources in a
variety of ways. My son wanted to
extract DNA from a strawberry
and Farm Bureau staff was able to
give us resources to conduct this
research and experiment.”

“I view Farm Bureau as a
conduit connecting agriculture
to our rural and urban friends
alike. Farm Bureau is more than
a career, a way of life, or an organization that represents the agricultural industry. It is a common
bond that our members share.
Farm Bureau is the structure
that builds understanding of
agriculture’s impact on our individual lives.”

Wendell is a 3rd generation Farm
Bureau Member; he has been a
member for 62 years. Wendell has
a farm and teaching background. He
taught middle school math & science
for 33 years. He served as chairman of
the Prime Timers Committee. Wendell
and his wife, Ruth, are from Sycamore.
They have 3 adult children, 7 grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren.

Carol Slutz has been teaching first through
fourth grades in Sycamore schools for
13 years. She and her husband, Brad,
have two children. The Slutz’s reside in
rural Maple Park. Their family enjoys
raising and showing sheep.

Greg Millburg has been with Farm
Bureau for 28 years. He has been
general manager for the past
7½ years and previously served as
governmental affairs director. Greg
has represented Farm Bureau in
several community organizations.
He and his wife, Marci, reside in
Sycamore with their three children.
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Farmers connect with Farm Bureau
“Get Connected with your County Farm Bureau”
was the focus of Farm Bureau’s booth at the Northern
Illinois Farm Show earlier this month.
Farmers interacted with representatives from DeKalb,
Kane, Kendall, McHenry and Winnebago-Boone
county Farm Bureaus who manned the booth during the
two-day show at the NIU Convocation Center. The organization touted its strengths such as being a voice for
farmers, and focusing on ag literacy, legislation, local
issues, information, consumer outreach and membership
benefits.
At the Farm Bureau booth, show attendees had an opportunity to guess how many kernels of corn were in a
gallon jug and be eligible to win an iPad mini. Farmers
know that an 80,000-kernel bag of seed corn weighs
roughly 50 pounds, so many guessers picked up the jar
to estimate its weight. Then the wheels turned as they
worked the mental math. The answer: 9,546 kernels!
Mike Meusel of Amboy had the closest guess at 9,500
kernels. Congratulations to Mike on winning the kernel
count. ■

The Stark farm family works together on guessing corn kernels in
the Farm Bureau booth at the Farm Show. Ken, Ben and Ron came
close but not close enough to the actual number of 9,546 kernels.

Chuck Cawley, Rochelle farmer and District 2 Illinois Farm Bureau
Director, estimates the number of kernels in a gallon jug at the Farm
Bureau booth during the Farm Show. Shown also in the booth are
Ryan Klassy and Rhodora Collins, Kane and DeKalb County Farm
Bureau staff, respectively.
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DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178

inter on the farm
in DeKalb County

DeKalb County Farm Bureau

34

