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Connecting to You

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Fire Up the Grill

Mark Tuttle is a 4th generation farmer
from Somonauk and president of the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

It’s official! The grilling season has officially started and I welcome the
aroma that fills the air from my outdoor barbeque in my backyard.
I look forward to the barbeque season because of the time spent relaxing
on the patio with family and friends. It is also a time to show support to our
local farmers for their hard work and care that goes into providing quality
food for us.
For those unfamiliar with DeKalb County agriculture, livestock production
is a large part of our economy. In any given year, DeKalb County farmers
market over 500,000 hogs, 26,000 beef animals, and 1,700 sheep for food
and fiber.
As a grain farmer I also realize the amount of grain consumed by livestock
in order to create the protein I need for a balanced diet. Yes, we are all in this
together -- the livestock farmer, the grain farmer, and most importantly you,
the consumer.
So the next time you fire up that grill, share thanks with those that spend
countless hours providing you the quality product that you so gratefully
enjoy during the summer months! ■
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On Prairie Drive

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Green Acres

My rural landscape is lusciously green. After
several years of garden and turf management I
think I deserve the “green thumb” distinction
on our farmstead. Now granted, I’ve had my
share of landscape pitfalls, losing some plants
to a brown-like fungus and grass infested with
its share of yellow-flowering spreading weeds,
despite my spray applications.
On a larger scale of landscapes in the farm
fields around us, my husband and other farmers
do a much better job than I do in growing
plants and protecting them from weeds, bugs
and diseases. They have the agronomic know-how and use crop protectants for
the plants’ growth and health. Without herbicides, insecticides and pesticides
their crops would be compromised along with our food supply.
The other factor in growing green plants is putting our trust in Mother Nature.
I like to pass off my blunders to her sometimes. Afterall, as we say in farm
country it’s too cold, too hot, too windy, too wet, too dry… ■
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Find the
SOYBEAN and win!
We challenge you to find the
SOYBEAN (resembling the soybean
above) in this month’s issue of our
magazine and be eligible to win a prize.
Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org by June 30 for
your chance to win.
When responding by email, the
subject line of your message should
read, “I found the soybean” and the
body of your message must include the
page number and exact description of
the location of the kernel on that page.
You will also need to include your
name, address, phone number and age
in the email.
Correct answers will be put into a
drawing and one winner will be drawn
to receive a $20 gift card.
Last month’s winner of the kernel
contest was Dan Klein of Hinckley.
The kernel was hidden on page 5 in
the photo with Ben Underwood in the
center of the planter. ■

Calendar
June
June 27
Farm Safety Camp
Jonamac Orchard, Malta
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Camp deadline June 13

July
July 4
Independence Day
Farm Bureau Office closed
July 14
Prime Timers BBQ
& Stage Coach Players
6 p.m.
$8, RSVP by July 8
“M” & “A+” members
July 30
IL Farm Bureau
Commodities Conference
Normal, IL

August
Aug. 4
Prime Timers Luncheon
12-Noon
$6, RSVP by July 29
“M” & “A+” members
Aug. 20
“Love, Lies & The Lottery”
Circa 21 Theater, Rock Island
9:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.
$68 “M” & “A+” members
$78 guests
Meetings held at the Center for
Agriculture unless otherwise noted.
For most meeting reservations contact
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
office, 815/756-6361.

Visit us on the web
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org

Follow us on facebook
facebook.com/dekalbfarmbureau.aglit
Send magazine comments to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

DeKalb County farmers and landowners have enrolled

nearly 5,000 acres in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) to protect
the environment and provide habitat for wildlife. Since its inception in 1986, the
program has reduced soil erosion and has restored wetlands. Some of the conservation practices in the CRP are: filter strips, riparian buffers, native grasses, wetland restoration, habitat for wildlife, field windbreaks, grassed waterways and terraces.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau®
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Summer of
Crop Scouting
Crop scouts, farmers use precision
data & prescription farming techniques
Its summer and farmers and agribusiness companies are scouting corn
and soybean fields looking for any
signs of bugs, diseases or weeds. But
today’s scouting offers much more
sophistication than the notepad and
pencil from the past.
GPS (global positioning system)
enabled tablets and iPads are the
preferred devices for recording crop
and pest observations with capabilities of storing/transferring data to the
iCloud and computers. Crop scouting
applications are also used to identify
problems and share information.
“In the past crop scouts would do
field checks and then record their
observations and provide farmers
with a written report, which typically
would take a few days,” explained
Ryan Stoffregen, with Advanced
Crop Care (ACC). “Now the information is instantaneous.”
“Our agronomists manage,
analyze and distribute the crop data
to growers,” said Stoffregen, ACC
owner/partner. “We take photos and
network with other agronomists in

4
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discussing crops and
field conditions. Then
we discuss any recommendations pertaining to crop issues and
product applications,”
said Stoffregen.

Precision Data

With today’s technology crop scouts
Joe Roesch, senior agronomist at Advanced Crop Care,
can reference valuable
scouts a local corn field checking stand counts and
precision ag data
looking for any pest issues.
from multiple farm
fields. They can locate their precise position in a field allowing them to create
maps with several variables (terrain features/topography, tile lines, nutrient
data, yield data, etc.). Then these maps can be layered on a common grid for
analysis and comparison.
Precision agriculture has also been enabled by technologies like crop yield
monitors mounted on GPS equipped combines, the development of variable
rate technology (VRT) in planters and fertilizer applicators, auto-steer capabilities and the benefit of RTK (Real-Time Kinematic) satellite information
guidance systems.
Even with all the technological advances having “boots on the ground” is
still an important aspect of crop scouting, notes Stoffregen. “Ground trothing
and human interaction is necessary to understand each field and what action is
needed.”
Earlier this month crop scouts were looking at stand counts and checking
for signs of pests like cutworm, white grub, wireworm, and rootworm. ►

Prescription Farming

Put modern technologies to work one step further
and you have prescription farming, creating a
farm plan for planting variable rates of seeds and
applying fertilizer also at variable rates throughout
the field.
For years Genoa farmer Jeff Halat would plant
his corn and soybeans using traditional flat rate
seeding methods. Then he would harvest the crops
and with his yield monitor produced yield maps that
he would look at during the winter months.
Now Halat has embraced the latest technology
at planting with his new GPS Green Star and 2630
screen and features (auto-steer, field maps, precision
planting rates, RTK), precision planting monitor
and automated insecticide monitor. He has partnered
with ACC agronomist James Kennedy, John Deere
and seed companies to make his prescription farm
(From left) Genoa farmer Jeff Halat and ACC agronomist James Kennedy
plan work.
review one of Halat’s farm maps showing variable rate seeding as part of
his prescription farm plan.
“With variable rate seeding I’m able to change
populations throughout the field and push areas with
the highest productivity,” said Halat. He finds value in the field maps that show
“We are here to assist and provide
the variable rate populations throughout his corn fields and hopes for better
quality information to our
results at harvest.
customers.”
Halat subscribes to ACC’s full-season scouting and finds value in the maps
FS also has 80 corn and
and data provided, including the tiling maps showing drainage on his farm fields.
soybean field trials throughout the
Conserv territory which showcase
Field Observations
several different varieties as well
Field conditions aren’t always ideal for scouting due to mud, heat and bugs,
as insecticide, fungicide, nitrogen
but regardless crop scouts are doing their job. Darin Butler, with Conserv FS,
and micronutrient studies. They
supervises their team of crop scouts.
work with farmers to collect and
“The key component
share data. Then FS crop specialis working together
ists provide planting prescriptions
as we collect, analyze
as part of a grower’s farm manand distribute data for
agement plan.
farmers,” said Butler, FS’
By now the crop scouts are into
Agronomy Plus manager.
their second phase of scouting
fields. “They are rechecking population counts, looking for weeds
Darin Butler (right),
and examining the growth stages
Agronomy Plus Manager
of corn and beans. Crop specialat Conserv FS, discusses
ists also are discussing any spray
soil maps with Matthew
Stabenau (left), with Rock
applications with farmers,” said
River Labs, who collects
Butler. ■
soil samples as part of the
crop consulting service
package for growers.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau®
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John Diedrich, Sycamore farmer

From Manhattan to my
corn field in 10 minutes

when opening up the headland.
It was among the 20 very large
and magnificent ears of corn that
“Straighten up! Company is on
adorned the space just in front of
the way.” The words blasted out
our feet.
of the two-way radio. It was corn
With both hands I twisted that
harvest 2013 and my brother had
ear and kernels went flying about
just given me the heads-up that
the cab.
several young passengers were on
“This,” I said, “is what is going
their way to our field.
on below us right now. Between
My niece Mary and three of her
turning cylinders of steel there
college friends soon arrived, inare thousands of corn kernels
troductions were made, and Katie
exploding at this very moment!”
volunteered to climb aboard my
As we crossed the field I explained
red machine. She settled into the
that we would harvest one acre of
‘training’ seat next to me.
corn. In that one acre there would
be 32,000 ears
of corn like the
“Katie was visibly startled when the kernels of corn
one I held in my
behind her head magically appeared at the end of
hand and all the
that auger and poured into the wagon. It struck me
kernels would be
that this was truly an exercise in child-like wonder.
removed and put
into the grain bin
I was keenly aware of the awesome technology
behind her head.
that has replaced the handpicking of every ear of
She marveled
corn that my father and grandfather experienced.”
at the stream of
yellow gold and
“Ever been on a farm before?”
then asked how only the kernels were
No.
in that bin. “Where is the rest of the
“Any idea of what this machine
plant?”
does?” No.
I pointed to the corn head and
“Where did you grow up?”
commented on the invention of the
Manhattan.
auger and how many grain augers
I quickly realized that I had only
were being used in the combine. I
the next ten minutes to explain to
mentioned the effects of gravity and
Katie what was happening beneath
air movement and then motioned to
our very feet.
the ground to have her observe that
I was using auto-row guidance
the plant material was being left in
and I instinctively reached down
the field. She nodded her head in
and picked up a sun-dried ear of
agreement.
corn. It was an orphan ear that I
We came to the end of the field and
had rescued after it had been inparked next to the wagon. I extended
advertently knocked to the ground
the unload auger and pressed the
6
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discharge button. Katie was
visibly startled when the kernels
of corn behind her head magically
appeared at the end of that auger
and poured into the wagon. It
struck me that this was truly an
exercise in child-like wonder. I
was keenly aware of the awesome
technology that has replaced the
handpicking of every ear of corn
that my father and grandfather experienced.
I thanked Katie for her brief
company and the opportunity to
share my knowledge.
I now realize that I had touched
only one ear of corn to tell my
farming story. Of the 17 million
ears of corn that George and I
harvested in 2013, that one ear
was truly the most educational and
inspirational of them all – for a
young city girl and me. ■

John Diedrich is a 3rd generation
farmer who grows corn & soybeans
in rural Sycamore.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau®
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Specialty Feeders

Certain birds are finicky.
Baltimore Orioles, for example,
will come flying for orange halves,
grape jelly and sugar water.
Large woodpeckers like to have
a prop for their tail while they eat.
The solution is a suet feeder with a
board extending under the wire suet
cage to provide the tail-prop they
like.

Ron Peabody

University of Illinois Extension
DeKalb County Master Gardener
& Master Naturalist

Water

A Garden
“For the Birds”
After many years of planting shade
trees, shrubs and providing other
“bird magnets”, our back yard is
truly for the birds.
Really our passion as gardeners
and the interest of the birds centered
on the same thing - habitat. Basically
birds have the same requirements as
humans. Shelter, food and water are
the key ingredients.

Shelter

Like us, birds need safe refuge.
They need places to roost and
places to hide from predators. Trees
and shrubs are the most important
features for attracting and holding
birds. Trees also provide the natural
food sources birds prefer-insects,
seeds and/or fruit.
Shade trees, in combination with
an under-story of shrubs, work great

to attract and hold birds. We chose
Oaks, Hickory, Sugar Maple and Locust
for the top story. Under this we planted
lots of Viburnum, Redbud, Dogwood,
Sargent’s Crab and Burning Bush.
The Viburnums are the backbone of
our refuge scheme. Serviceberry, a
native, produces a small berry in May
that attracts several varieties of birds,
including Cedar Waxwing, to the dinner
table.

Food

Most birds prefer natural food
sources, but supplementing with
a variety of bird foods helps out.
Cardinals love sunflower; Goldfinch
prefer thistle seed; Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks love safflower, the large
woodpeckers (Redheaded and Red
bellied) come willingly for suet cakes.

July 12, 2014
You are invited to the Master Gardener’s annual Garden Walk
and Plant Sale on Saturday, July 12. Seven beautiful gardens will
be on display from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The Plant Sale, located at the Farm
Bureau, will offer a large variety of plants from Master Gardener’s home
gardens, donated plants from local nurseries and a boutique area specializing in decorative items for the garden. The Master Gardener Help Desk will
be available at the Plant Sale to answer gardening questions. Tickets for this
popular event will be available at the Extension office in the Farm Bureau
building and at a few local nurseries.

Water is like a magnet for birds.
They need fresh water for both
drinking and bathing.
I emphasize fresh. Birds like
fresh water just like humans. Bird
baths with standing water should be
changed daily. Water features with
moving water can sometimes go a
few days between complete water
changes, but check water levels
daily.

Nesting

Left to nature, birds will find
their own nesting requirement,
whether it be a fork in a tree, a
well-protected branch, a cavity, or
an elaborate “hanging basket” such
as constructed by Orioles. Most
landscapes do not have all the requirements for optimum nesting
sites, so we as homeowners can
help with the housing.
A variety of bird boxes can
provide the nesting shelter that
will fit the requirements of some
species. Ornamental bird houses
can provide visual interest in the
landscape and double as nesting
sites.
Volumes have been written on
the subjects I have just touched on
here. For us, it all started with the
habitat that we share with our little
flying friends.
If you have questions about home
gardening or the Master Gardener
program, you are welcome to call
the University of Illinois Extension,
DeKalb County office at 815-7588194. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau®
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Farm & Food

Controlling Weeds in Corn & Soybeans
Herbicides

Farmers control weeds in their fields by
using clean equipment and seeds, rotating
crops, tilling and applying herbicides.
Herbicides prevent or eliminate weeds
and are commonly used in corn and
soybeans.
Years ago farm families would “walk the
beans” manually hoeing out weeds in the rows
of soybeans and use a cultivator to cultivate
fields several times to remove weeds from the
row crops. With today’s herbicides, manual and
mechanical weeding is no longer needed, which
can prevent soil erosion and water loss.

Why do farmers choose
to use herbicides?
Between 20-40% of crops are destroyed
each year because of weeds, bugs and diseases.
Farmers want to protect their crops from threats,
like weeds, but at the same time are conscious
of managing the environmental impact and use
precise amounts of crop protectants needed in a
particular field (only ounces of a herbicide are
used on an acre of land).

A farmer uses a sprayer to spray herbicides on corn for weed control.

In order to apply herbicides, farmers must be certified by the Department of Agriculture and have completed testing in the proper
use and handling of these products.
Farmers choose herbicides for their effectiveness in weed control
and for overall plant health. Without herbicides, plant growth and
health would be compromised along with our food supply.

Are herbicides safe?

The Environmental Protection Agency is the regulatory agency
that studies and reviews crop protection products. After much
research, products must demonstrate that their proper use does not
pose unreasonable risks to human health or the environment before
it can be registered for use. Federal
legislation regulates the crop protecThe Real TRUTH!
tion industry and provides EPA with the
Herbicides are effective in weed control and are used in the
authority to oversee the sale and use of
production of corn and soybeans. According to the EPA, when
crop protectants. According to the EPA,
used properly herbicides do not pose risks to human health
herbicides are safe when used properly. ■
or the environment.

“T

Local Mom’s Perspective

he crops are popping up in the fields; however farmers are still working on
maintenance. The application of herbicides is one form of maintenance that can
maintain the integrity of the crops. Farmers are well educated in the application of such
herbicides, which assist with the quality of the crop’s yield. Without such preventative
measures, our food supply could be negatively affected. I am confident in the quality
and safety of the food available from our supermarkets and local farmers markets.
Farmers are doing what is best for their crops, and the people that they feed.” ■
Jennifer Frances is the mother of four girls, ages 4 to 19, and
teaches middle school family & consumer sciences in Aurora.
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Food Favorites

BLT Burger with
Sweet Onion Mayonnaise
Ingredients:

Instructions:

1 lb. ground beef (or ground turkey)
1/2 cup mayonnaise
6 slices bacon, cooked crisp and crumbled
1/8 tsp. cayenne pepper
1 tsp. sea salt
4 whole wheat or sourdough buns, toasted
1/2 tsp. freshly ground black pepper
4 tomato slices
1/3 cup sweet onion, finely chopped
4 crunchy iceberg lettuce leaves

1. Combine the
ground meat, bacon,
salt and pepper.
Form into 4 large
patties. Grill to
desired doneness.
If using turkey, be
certain to grill until no
longer pink.
2. Meanwhile,
prepare sweet onion mayonnaise by mixing together mayo,
onion and cayenne pepper.
3. Place burgers on the buns and garnish with tomato, lettuce
and a dollop of mayonnaise.

Recipe created by Mary Carter
Recipe from Tennessee Home and Farm

Fresh Strawberry Pie
Instructions:
1. Puree 2 cups of halved strawberries in blender, scraping down sides,
until smooth.

Ingredients:

2 quarts fresh strawberries,
washed & hulled
(1 quart halved; 1 quart
sliced lengthwise into
4-5 slices)
3 tbls. cornstarch
Pinch of ground cinnamon
1 cup granulated sugar
2 tbls. lemon juice
1 tbls. powdered pectin for
lower sugar recipes
1/4 tsp. vanilla extract
Pinch of salt
1 prebaked 9-inch pie shell

2. Bring puree, sugar, pectin and salt to a boil, stirring occasionally, over
medium heat.
3. Increase heat to medium high and boil until sugar and pectin are
dissolved (about 1 minute).
4. Mix cornstarch with 1/4 cup cold water until smooth.
5. Remove from heat and add cornstarch to strawberry mixture, then return
to boil, stirring constantly over medium heat. Reduce heat to medium
low and simmer, stirring, until mixture becomes thick and clear, about 3
minutes.
6. Remove from heat, stir in cinnamon, lemon juice and vanilla.
7. Transfer to a large bowl and cook to room temperature. (Reserve 1/4
cup for topping.)
8. Fold sliced strawberries into large bowl of glaze, coat thoroughly.
9. Turn glazed berries into pie shell and spread evenly. Place berry halves
in concentric circles, flat side down, points toward center. (Start at
center and work out to edge.)
10. Stir 2 tbls. water into reserved glaze to thin, and brush over berry
halves. Refrigerate for 1 hour or until ready to serve.
Recipe from Tennessee Home and Farm

www.farmflavor.com

DeKalb County Farm Bureau®
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Farm Country

Crops planted, off to good start

This year was almost a repeat
of last year with a cold, wet
spring and slight delays in
planting corn and soybeans in
DeKalb County farm fields.
Now, if the crops produce yields
comparable to last year farmers like
Ben Drake will be pleased. “Last
year was a later planting season and
we ended up with one of our best
crops,” said Drake.
This year Drake planted the county
corn plot on April 22 followed by the
soybean plot almost a month later on
May 19, with assistance from agribusiness company representatives.
The corn and soybean plots
comprise about 50 acres, located
northwest of Sycamore at Church
and North Grove roads. This will be
Drake’s third year to host the county
plots sponsored by the DeKalb
County Corn & Soybean Growers.
The corn plot consists of about 30
acres with three different trials: 20
12
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The county corn and soybean plots were planted by Ben Drake with assistance from
agribusiness and Corn & Soybean Grower representatives. Shown helping with
soybean planting are (from left) Ben Drake, plot host; Deanne Winterton, Hintzsche
intern; Rick Griesbach, Hintzsche; Phil Montgomery, Corn & Soybean Growers;
Mike DeSchepper, Corn & Soybean Growers; and Joe Fidler, Elburn Coop.

acres with 54 hybrids of corn-on-soybeans in a repetition plot (changing
sequence order of hybrids), 5 acres
with 18 hybrids of corn-on-corn, and
5 acres with 10 hybrids of corn with
and without insecticide.
The soybean plot is all Roundup
Ready soybeans on 20 acres.
Ben, and his father Dave, have

worked closely with the Corn and
Soybean Growers in laying out
the field trials for the benefit of
providing farmers with yield data
and making plans for a public open
house in September.
The county plot is located on the
Catherine Lanan Farm operated by
the Drakes. ■

Farm Country

Heat units, rainfall boost crops
Chris Frieders is keeping an
eye on the precipitation in his
rain gauge and an eye on the sky
welcoming sunshine and warm
temperatures--key factors in
growing his corn and soybeans.
“We’ve had some good rains
and we’re catching up on heat
units, too,” said Frieders.
Frieders started planting corn
on May 5, a bit behind schedule
due to the cold and wet spring.
He had about one full week of
planting and then was interrupted
by rainfall. He finished corn and
then started planting soybeans
when the Somonauk farm ground
was fit, around May 24. Another
rain shower delayed the completion of soybeans until the end of
May.
Frieders farms with his father,
John, growing corn and soybeans
and raising hogs. Chris also is one
of the Crop Reporters for DeKalb

County Farm Bureau’s Crop
Reporting Service.
As a Crop Reporter he keeps
track of precipitation and scouts
his fields. He shares the amount
of rainfall and his scouting observations on a weekly basis
for the Crop Report, which is
posted on the Farm Bureau
website: www.dekalbfarm
bureau.org.
The Crop Report started up
for the year on April 13 with information provided by 19 Crop
Reporters from throughout the
county. Since then, Frieders
notes the cumulative amount of
rainfall at his farm has been 4.6
inches (April 13-May 31).
“At this point we need 80
degree weather and ideal
rainfall throughout the summer
months,” said Frieders. “We
don’t need extremes, such as a
drought or flooding.” ■

Chris Frieders does some spot checks on one of
his corn fields in late May. Frieders is one of the
Crop Reporters who shares his observations for
Farm Bureau’s Crop Report on a weekly basis.

Go to: www.dekalbfarmbureau.org
to see the latest Crop Report.

Summer heat slows PEDV in DeKalb County
The summer heat and sunshine has
slowed down the deadly pig virus
that has killed more than 30,000
baby pigs in DeKalb County.
“It’s been relatively quiet the past
month,” says local veterinarian Dr.
Noel Garbes. But the preceding six
months the outbreak of the new
Porcine Epedemic Diarrhea Virus
(PEDV) spread quickly infecting
about 30 percent of the swine farms
in the county.
Sows contract the virus and it
is then passed on to newborn pigs

through the sow’s milk. The first
signs of PEDV shows up in piglets
with diarrhea. They are most susceptible to the virus, which kills them
from dehydration.
Producers attempt to prevent fatalities by weaning the pigs earlier than
normal and then introducing electrolytes and a starter diet into their
system. For the sows, they expose
all the sows to PEDV for faster
immunity to the disease, explained
Garbes.
“We are working with producers

“We are working with producers infected with PEDV. They are
very transparent and want to help the rest of the pork industry
get through this.” - Dr. Noel Garbes

infected with PEDV,” said Dr.
Garbes, health director at Bethany
Animal Hospital. “They are very
transparent and want to help the rest
of the pork industry get through this.”
Biosecurity measures are being
“stepped up” in pork facilities with
farm employees and additional
disinfectants are being used in the
buildings to rid farms of the virus.
In Illinois, about 700 swine
farms have reported having the
virus, according to the Illinois Pork
Producers Association. DeKalb
County is the second largest
producing pork county in the state,
marketing about 500,000 hogs
annually.
PEDV does not affect humans or
other animals. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau®
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Stray Kernels

Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

Livestock farms are a lot like factories

Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordinator. Follow her Stray Kernels blog
at www.straykernels.wordpress.com.

Recently I shared an article on Facebook about some surprising nutritional
benefits of eggs. In the discussion that ensued, one commenter mentioned that
she had concerns about how the majority of eggs in the U.S. are “farmed in
factories.”
I felt an all-too familiar rush of emotions when I read her comment. First I felt
frustration and disappointment that someone I knew and liked was expressing
beliefs that run counter to what I know first-hand. Next came the sadness and discouragement: If smart, compassionate, open-minded people feel the way she does
about how food is produced, modern agriculture may be in serious trouble.
For many people, the (conveniently alliterative) phrase “factory farm” probably
conjures images straight out of a Mercy for Animals undercover video: dark,
scary buildings, abusive behavior, animals seemingly pleading for help. The
inference is that factories are big, dirty, and run by thoughtless, faceless corporations; therefore, factory farms are by association large, unclean, and managed
by people who care little for the welfare of animals. The phrase “factory farm”
is supposed to make one shudder with revulsion coupled with pity for those
helpless, mistreated animals. By and large, it works.
I’ve been fortunate to visit dozens of modern farms and many factories. In my
experience, modern farms ARE a lot like factories. Not, however, in the ways
anti-animal agriculture activists want us to think.

How factories and farms are similar:

• Modern U.S. factories are bright, clean places where safety, efficiency, and environmental
responsibility are paramount. This is also true of modern livestock facilities.
• Modern factories are run by people who care deeply about the health, welfare, and morale of
their employees. Add “and animals” to the end of this statement and it is also true of modern
livestock facilities.
• Some factories and farms are large. Some are small. Size of an operation does not correlate
with quality of care. Both large and small operations can be well or poorly-managed.

How factories and farms are different:

14
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• Factory owners don’t live at their factories. Most farmers live on their farms. Whatever
happens to the environment around a livestock farm happens at or very near the home of a
farm family.
• Farmers are raising live animals, not building widgets. Animals can get sick. Widgets don’t.
Animals have brains and nerve endings. Widgets don’t. Responsible farmers are acutely
aware of and attend to the needs of their livestock at all hours of the day and night.
Livestock, like all other animals, thrive when their needs are met. Providing milk, meat, or
eggs is a livestock farmer’s livelihood. Mistreating his or her animals only threatens that livelihood. As a dairy farm friend of mine once said, “Being cruel to your animals is like taking
your paycheck and shredding it in a blender.”
Income aside, farmers are no more likely than any other subset of the population to be cruel
individuals. When we hear about instances of child abuse, we are rightfully horrified but
know the vast majority of parents are not abusive. Thus, if we hear about cases of livestock
abuse in so-called “factory farms,” why leap to the assumption that all conventional livestock
producers mistreat their animals?
Pass the eggs, please. ■

Family Health

Water-Based Exercise:
A Good Choice
By KishHealth System

Swimming is the second most popular
sports activity in the United States
and a good way to get regular aerobic
physical activity.

Just two and a half hours per week
of aerobic physical activity, such as
swimming, bicycling, or running can
decrease the risk of chronic illnesses.
This can also lead to improved health
for people with diabetes and heart
disease. Swimmers have about half
the risk of death compared with
inactive people.

Athletic Trainer
Chris Laurent
leads an Aquatic
Exercise class in
the KishHealth
System Physical
Therapy Center’s
pool in Sycamore.

Many people enjoy water-based exercise more
than exercising on land. An
added benefit is that they can
exercise longer in water than
on land without increased
effort or joint or muscle pain.
“Water exercise is great since the
buoyancy reduces stress on the joints,
so people with pain in their knees,
hips, or back are able to do aerobic
exercise with less pain than on land,”
said Chris Laurent, athletic trainer at
KishHealth System Physical Therapy
Center, Sycamore.

Helps with Chronic Illness
Water-based exercise can help
people with chronic diseases. For
people with arthritis, it improves use
of affected joints without worsening
symptoms. People with rheumatoid
arthritis have more health improvements after participating in hydrotherapy than with other activities. Waterbased exercise also improves the use
of affected joints and decreases pain
from osteoarthritis.

Improves Mental Health
Water-based exercise improves
mental health. Swimming can improve
mood in both men and women. For
people with fibromyalgia, it can
decrease anxiety and exercise therapy
in warm water can decrease depression and improve mood. Water-based
exercise can improve the health of
mothers and their unborn children and
has a positive effect on the mothers’
mental health. Parents of children
with developmental disabilities find
that recreational activities, such as
swimming, improve family connections.

Benefits Older Adults
Water-based exercise can benefit
older adults by improving quality of
life and decreasing disability. It also
improves or maintains the bone health
of post-menopausal women.

Dive In!
Exercising in water offers many
physical and mental health benefits
and is a good choice for people who
want to be more active. When in the
water, remember to protect yourself
and others from illness and injury by
practicing healthy and safe swimming
behaviors. ■

KishHealth System Physical Therapy Center, Sycamore, offers Aquatic Exercise, a class designed for
individuals with back pain, joint pain, arthritis, soft tissue pain, fibromyalgia, or individuals seeking to
improve cardiovascular fitness. The class meets once a week for eight weeks. For more information
and to register, visit www.kishprograms.org or call 815.748.8900.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau®

15

Senior Scholarships Awarded
Ten high school seniors were selected to receive
DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s Senior Scholarship.
“This year’s recipients serve as fine examples of academic achievers,”
said Ed Peterson, chairman of Farm Bureau’s Scholarship Committee.
Selection was based on academic performance, school activities and
leadership experience, and community involvement.
Farm Bureau’s Senior Scholarship program began in 1956. To date
Farm Bureau has provided scholarships to nearly 1,100 students whose
parents are Farm Bureau members, to help fund their college education.

Dayna Anderson

Indian Creek
University of
Wisconsin-Platteville
Agriculture Education

Devin Mottet

Sycamore
University of Missouri
Agriculture Business

Trent Englum

Sycamore
University of Illinois
Food Science and
Human Nutrition

Francesca Sanderson
Marquette Academy
Illinois Valley
Community College
General Studies

Erik Gommel

The $1,200 scholarship will help with
tuition, room and board, books and class fees.
Recipients are pictured and listed are their
names, high school, college choice and major.

Farm Bureau congratulates these
outstanding high school seniors. ■

DeKalb
Iowa State University
Agriculture Systems
Technology

Nolan Hickey

Indian Creek
Iowa State University
Business

Betsy Jo Koehnke

Sara Schafer

Mark Stice

Ashley Yunek

DeKalb
Iowa State University
Agriculture Exploration

Sycamore
Western Kentucky
University
Business

Hiawatha
Kishwaukee College
Accounting

Sycamore
University of
Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Health Care Administration

“I t is an honor to be selected for this award. I can’t express how generous

and thoughtful the Farm Bureau is, willing to give back to students pursuing
college degrees. I am very fortunate to receive this award and would like to
thank the DeKalb County Farm Bureau for all that they do.
16
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”

Devin Mottet

What’s your membership level?
DeKalb County Farm Bureau members have
three choices for membership - “A”, “A+”, “M”.
Associate Member - “A”
For members who join for the basic Farm Bureau
services.

Some members choose this level of membership when
they become policyholders of COUNTRY Financial
insurance or others may just want the minimum amount of
Farm Bureau services offered.
Associate-level services include discounts arranged by
the Illinois Farm Bureau (hotels, rental cars, theme parks,
home improvement discounts, prescriptions, etc.). Associates receive IFB’s Partners magazine and DeKalb County
Farm Bureau’s Connections magazine. Membership fee is
$20 annually.
Associate members are welcome to upgrade their membership to an A+ and receive all of Farm Bureau’s benefits.

Associate Plus Member “A+”
For members who prefer the complete package of
Farm Bureau services.

Associate Plus Members receive the same services as
Associate Members, and much more. This level of membership is entitled to the complete array of benefits such
as family events and tours, Prime Timers programs, health
clinics, informational programs, college scholarship eligibility, water well testing, inclusion in the county’s
Farm Products Directory, assistance with local issues, FS
patronage refunds, and informational programs, among
many other services. Membership fee is $48 a year.

Farmer Member - “M”
For farmers/landowners who
benefit from ag-related services,
plus are entitled to the complete
package of Farm Bureau
services.

Farmer members receive all the
benefits previously noted with
Associate and Associate Plus
members. Additionally, M members
benefit from Farm Bureau’s agricultural services such as ag meetings,
workshops, policy development,
Young Leaders, news and information, and the Illinois Farm Bureau
FARMWEEK newspaper. M
Members also have voting privileges.
Farm Bureau is the “voice for agriculture” and speaks on behalf of
farmers as the organization monitors
ag-related issues such as zoning,
property rights, drainage, farmland
preservation, rural infrastructure
and transportation. Farm Bureau
also lobbies for legislation with the
best interests of agriculture in mind.
Membership fee is $48 annually.

Coming to your mailbox in July
DeKalb County Farm Bureau membership renewal statements!
Farm Bureau serves both
rural and urban people
who are interested in the
well-being of agriculture.

Do you have questions about your Farm Bureau membership?
Contact the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361. We are glad to answer your
questions and share additional information about your membership.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau®
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Farming along the
Kishwaukee River
river runs through it, that is,
some of the land farmed by Randy
Nelson. He farms a two-mile stretch
of farmland along the south branch
of the Kishwaukee River near
Genoa.
“It’s my job as caretaker of the land
to maintain and preserve it,” said the
conservation-minded farmer.
Along the river banks he plants grass
filter strips, habitat strips and food
plots for the benefit of wildlife and for
conserving the soil. He allows a local
sportsman’s club to release pheasants
and hunt on the property, which he
leases to the club.
Randy manages the timber soils on
the east and west sides of the river by
rotating crops and using minimum
tillage practices based on the rolling
terrain.
As he walks along the river banks
he checks the floodplain basin and
observes the stabilization structures
he put in place to prevent erosion and
maintain the integrity of the land.
18
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Randy Nelson loves the outdoors and has a real appreciation for the Kishwaukee
River landscape. He farms along the Kishwaukee River in northern DeKalb County.

Randy loves the outdoors and has a real appreciation for the Kishwaukee River landscape. He and his family fish and enjoy picnics overlooking
the river. In the woods, 100 acres of timber is harvested on occasion, which
provides heat in the farm shop.
The Nelson family has installed several conservation practices over time,
such as terraces and waterways interspersed throughout the sloping farm
fields. Nearly 26 acres are enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program,
and another farm is part of the Conservation Stewardship Program.
“We’ve been doing conservation practices for as long as I can
remember,” says the third generation farmer. “It just makes sense to
manage the rolling ground properly to keep it productive and in good shape
for the next generation.”
Because of his commitment to conservation, Randy was recently honored
as the county’s Conservation Farm Family by the Soil and Water Conservation District.
He gives credit to his father, Rex (who received the same award in 1981),
for getting the family started in various conservation practices and hopes
that his son, Jacob, will carry on their management of natural resources. ►

“We’ve been doing conservation practices for as long
manage the rolling ground properly to keep it produ

Randy and his son Jacob farm about 1,200 acres incorporating conservation into the majority of the Genoa-Kingston farmland. They grow corn and soybeans, along with
vegetable crops (sweet corn, peas, lima beans) for Del Monte.
The Nelsons have a strong connection to one particular
landlord, the Ellwoods, a partnership that has been ongoing
for more than 100 years. The homestead is one of the oldest
in the county, dating back to 1833. Isaac Ellwood married
into the Miller family and eventually inherited the Miller
homestead. The homestead and farm remain in the Ellwood
family which is currently owned by descendent Ellwood
Towle.
“We have a good relationship and they entrust me to take
care of their land,” said Randy. “We’ve had a partnership and
friendship that dates back to 1912. We’re both proud of that.”
As the 55-year-old farmer moves forward with possibly
trying some new conservation techniques, like cover crops,
he credits his network of resources for helping him make
good decisions - SWCD, NRCS, agronomists, seed and fertilizer companies, to name a few.
And his family is a strong backer of his conservation
practices including his wife Teri, daughter Jessica and sons
Jacob and Joshua.
“It’s important to conserve our soils and protect our
landscape,” noted Randy. “It will benefit us for years to
come.” ■

Randy and Jacob Nelson implement a variety of
conservation practices on farmland in the GenoaKingston area.

The Nelson’s
Conservation Profile

The Randy Nelson family was selected as this year’s DeKalb County
Conservation Farm Family by the Soil and Water Conservation District.
They are (from left) Erica and Jacob, Randy and Teri Nelson. Not pictured
are adult children Jessica Gaona and Joshua Nelson.

- Crop rotations
- Filter strips
- Food plots for wildlife
- Grade stabilization structures
- Habitat strips
- No-till & minimum tillage
- Terraces
- Waterways
- Conservation Reserve Program
- Conservation Stewardship Program

g as I can remember. It just makes sense to
uctive and in good shape for the next generation.”
- Randy Nelson

DeKalb County Farm Bureau®
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Ag Literacy

rt and agricultural literacy converged
recently in Mrs. Trish Gonzalez’ fifth
grade classroom at Cornerstone
Christian Academy. Her students were
abuzz with ideas as they created their
designs for Farm Bureau’s Placemat
Design Contest. One of those young
artists was Jesse Mantzke, who was
sketching out a rough draft of what
was to become a winning placemat.
Mrs. Gonzalez was one of 46 elementary teachers who involved students in
this year’s contest. Each first through fifth
grade level has a design theme that correlates with the Ag in the Classroom presentation offered for that grade. First place
winning designs are printed and distributed
for use at local restaurants and community
organizations.

Several local restaurants, including Taxco in Sycamore, are featuring
placemats with the winning designs from Farm Bureau’s Placemat Design
Contest. Fifth grade winner Jesse Mantzke (center) of Cornerstone
Christian Academy in Sycamore visited Taxco with her teacher Mrs.
Trish Gonzalez (right) to discuss her design with restaurant owner Jesus
Romero (left).

The foundation for her students’ designs comes from the Ag in the
Classroom presentations, says Mrs. Gonzalez. She credits Farm Bureau
volunteer presenters like Dean Johnson with awakening her students’
interest in agriculture. Johnson has presented the “Discovering Careers
in Agriculture” lesson in Gonzalez’ classroom several times. This
lesson, along with the first through fourth grade Ag in the Classroom
presentations, gives the students the information they need to develop
informative and creative placemat designs.
“The placemat design reinforces what they learn in the careers presentation because they get to interact with the design and incorporate
the elements that are most interesting to them,” says Gonzalez.
The purpose of the Farm Bureau-sponsored contest is to encourage
students and teachers to reflect on the role of agriculture in their
everyday lives. Mrs. Gonzalez also sees the presentations as a way for
students to connect with each other and their community. Following
the fifth grade presentation, her students explored careers that are of
interest to them. “I really liked how they each latched onto how many
careers there are in agriculture,” Gonzalez says. That range of careers
is reflected in their placemat designs.
Jesse Mantzke was thrilled to hear that she had won first place in the
fifth grade division and was eager to attend the awards night. In fact,
she reminded Mrs. Gonzalez about it every day for a week prior to the
event. As she told her teacher, knowing her family and teacher were
also invited made it seem even more exciting. ■
-Kelsey Faivre, Ag Literacy Intern
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Farm Bureau Ag Literacy Committee members Lindsay Boehne (left) and
Susan Foster (right) look over first grade entries during the committee’s
placemat judging night.

2nd Place - Colten Oaks
Prairie View Elementary
Mrs. Ellen Johnson, teacher
3rd Place - Gracie Frohn
Shabbona Elementary
Mrs. Deborah Griswold, teacher
2nd Grade

1st Place - Reese Rissman
Waterman Elementary
Mrs. Jan Foster, teacher
2nd Place - Lenna Hulthen
Shabbona Elementary
Mrs. Susan Foster, teacher
3rd Place - Samantha Gray
Shabbona Elementary
Mrs. Susan Foster, teacher
Alexis Roland
1st grade, Cortland Elementary
Mrs. Leslie Larson, teacher

Reese Rissman
2nd grade, Waterman Elementary
Mrs. Jan Foster, teacher

3rd Grade
1st Place - Jolee Larson
Waterman Elementary
Mrs. Julie Lovett, teacher
2nd Place - Emma Turner
Shabbona Elementary
Mrs. Denise Myers, teacher
3rd Place - Josephine Wilson
Waterman Elementary
Mrs. Julie Lovett, teacher
4th Grade
1st Place - Karlee McBride
J.R. Wood Elementary
Mrs. Fran Kenyon, teacher
2nd Place - Margaret Roberts
J.R. Wood Elementary
Mrs. Fran Kenyon, teacher
3rd Place - Kendel Graham
Somonauk Christian
Mrs. Julia Banister, teacher

Jolee Larson
3rd Grade, Waterman Elementary
Mrs. Julie Lovett, teacher

Karlee McBride
4th grade, J.R. Wood Elementary
Mrs. Fran Kenyon, teacher

Winning placemat designs are in use at the following locations:

Barb City Manor, DeKalb; DeKalb Moose Lodge; Dough Brothers Pizzeria,
Cortland; Flippin’ Eggs, DeKalb; Hillside Restaurant, DeKalb; Karshone’s
Hometown Kafé, Malta; Knights of Columbus, DeKalb; Lincoln Inn
Family Restaurant, DeKalb; Pokanoka’s Restaurant, Shabbona; Taxco
Restaurant, Sycamore; The Sycamore Café, Sycamore; and Village
Café, Sycamore.

5th Grade
1st Place - Jesse Mantzke
Cornerstone Christian Academy
Mrs. Trish Gonzalez, teacher
2nd Place - Ahlora Sbarbaro
Shabbona Elementary
Ms. Joann Pardridge, teacher

2014 Food for Thought Placemat Design Contest Winners

1st Grade
1st Place - Alexis Roland
Cortland Elementary
Mrs. Leslie Larson, teacher

3rd Place - Ruthie Taylor
Shabbona Elementary
Ms. Joann Pardridge, teacher
DeKalb County Farm Bureau®
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Tom and Joan Groth Fenstermaker are
retired Sycamore farmers, having farmed
from 1959 to 2005. They both served on
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Board
of Directors and several committees. Tom
chaired the Crime Stoppers Committee
while Joan chaired the Member Services
Committee. Joan is currently a director
of the Farm Bureau Foundation for
Agriculture. The Fenstermakers have
three adult children and 10 grandchildren.

Tom & Joan Fenstermaker
Tom: “Having served twice on the Board of Directors of the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau, 1961-1968 and 1977-1985, I can say this: the board
members whom I met along the way all have been assets to their communities.
The names changed over the years, but what I would call CHARACTER is still
prevalent on the board today as it was in 1961.
I don’t want to leave out the excellent staff with whom I served, also so well
respected in their communities and throughout DeKalb County. They have
always and are still doing a great job today and have added to the total leadership of the Board of Directors.”
Joan: “When Tom began farming with his father, Roy, in 1959 he had
graduated from the University of Illinois and completed three years in the U.S.
Air Force. He brought with him a novice as his farm wife, who was raised in a
Chicago suburb, and a two-month-old son. They joined what was then 10% of
the population who were farmers.
During the ensuing years, I became acclimated to farm life with the
knowledge and new friends I made through our church and the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau - a respected organization in our county and a voice
for farmers and agriculture. I enjoyed the many opportunities it offered to its
members. From the very beginning, the professional staff and leaders were
there to encourage us to serve on committees, the Board, volunteer for Ag in
the Classroom, and provided entertaining and fun events for its members.
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Farmers now represent less than
2% of the population, thus I feel
each member of the Farm Bureau
is offered the unique responsibility to be an ambassador for farming
and agriculture. Tom and I have been
fortunate to visit with men and
women from other parts of Illinois,
other states and other countries,
many whom have little knowledge of
where their food is produced. I am
proud to say, we are farmers from
DeKalb County, Illinois. Thanks to
the Farm Bureau, we can hopefully
answer their questions and give
all the people we meet a clearer
perspective of the importance of
farming in 2014 and in the future.”

Member Benefits

Apply for Ag, Medical,
Science Scholarships
The DeKalb County Farm Bureau
and its Foundation will be awarding
scholarships to college students
through three different programs –
the Ag Discipline Scholarship, the
Medical Scholarship, and the Morley
Science Scholarship.
Applications for these scholarships
are available on the Farm Bureau
website: www.dekalbfarmbureau.
org on the front page under “Application Forms”. Applications are also
available at the Farm Bureau office.
Applications may be filled out
electronically, printed and mailed or
delivered, along with all necessary
attachments, to the Farm Bureau
office. The applications cannot be
submitted electronically.

Students looking for ag, medical and
science-related scholarships should apply
for Farm Bureau’s college scholarships.
Applications are due by Wednesday, June 25.

To qualify, students or their
parents/guardians must be “M” or
“A+” members in good standing
since Sept. 1, 2012. Those students
applying who are 22 years or older
must have their own Farm Bureau
membership.

To be eligible, a student must
currently be in medical school, accepted
to a medical school or a four-year
nursing program. Scholarship value
may vary based on availability of
medical scholarship funds.

Ag Discipline Scholarship

Robert Morley, a long-time DeKalb
science teacher, bequeathed an
endowment to the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau Foundation to administer the
Robert Morley Science Scholarship
Fund.
The Morley Science Scholarship was
established to encourage students to
pursue science-based education. The
$1,200 scholarship is for juniors or
seniors in college pursuing science-related curriculum.
The general evaluation criteria for all
of the scholarships include academic
performance, participation in school,
community activities, and job experience. Financial need is not a factor in
the consideration.
For additional information contact the
Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361. ■

College juniors or seniors enrolled
in an agriculture-related degree
program may apply for the Ag Discipline Scholarship. The scholarship is
valued at $1,200.
Junior recipients may reapply
for the same scholarship for their
senior year, providing they meet the
program requirements.

Medical Scholarship

The Medical Scholarship program
provides funds for students pursuing
medical degrees. The scholarship
is available to students studying to
become physicians, veterinarians, optometrists, nurses, dentists, physical
therapists, pharmacists or other medical-related professions.

Morley Science Scholarship

“Receiving the scholarship from the DeKalb County Farm Bureau was a great

Sarah Carson Peterson received
Farm Bureau’s Ag Discipline
Scholarship as she pursued her
bachelor’s degree in agricultural
education. She graduated from
the University of Illinois in 2012
and now is an agricultural teacher
at DeKalb High School.

honor and also very beneficial in my education. The scholarship money went
towards my tuition at the University of Illinois where I received a degree in Agricultural
Education.”
“I now use that degree to educate the youth of DeKalb County as the Agriculture Instructor and FFA Advisor at DeKalb High School. As I now stress to my students, local
scholarships such as this one help make the intimidating costs of college more manageable and allow students to focus on their education and future careers as opposed
to the financial burden of continuing education.”
“I would like to thank the DeKalb County Farm Bureau for providing me with this
scholarship and now providing my students with the opportunity to receive it as well.

”

- Sarah Carson Peterson

DeKalb County Farm Bureau®
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COUNTRY

Thoughts

Provided by Country Financial®

David Gingerich, Dean Miller
Country Financial Representatives

IRAs

Easing Into Retirement
Don’t make the common mistake of thinking when you stop
working that your retirement will take care of itself. A successful retirement takes planning. So, as you move closer to
the time when you’ll finally leave your job behind, consider
what you can do to make the transition easier.
Figure Out Your Net Worth
Before you plan anything, you
need to know exactly where your
finances stand. By listing your assets
and debts, a net worth statement can
show you exactly how much money
you’ll have to work with. You’ll
see whether you’re making progress
toward eliminating debt and saving
enough to reach your goals.

Review Your Asset Mix
As retirement approaches, you may
want to move some of your money
into less risky investments. However,
don’t eliminate all stocks from your
portfolio just because you think you
need to preserve your principal at all
costs. Your retirement could last a
long time. You’ll want investments

with the potential to earn returns
that will keep you ahead of inflation
while staying within your risk
tolerance.

Know What You’re Getting
Check on any benefits you’ll
receive from your employer at retirement. Will you be entitled to
health insurance as a retiree? If not,
you’ll have to plan for the expense
of providing for your own. Even
after you’ve signed up for Medicare,
you may still want to buy a supplemental policy. And, if you participate in a retirement plan or have
IRAs, become familiar with your
distribution options and requirements before you decide on the best
one for your situation.

www.countryfinancial.com
david.gingerich@countryfinancial.com
dean.miller@countryfinancial.com
815/784-6688
0514-078
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David Gingerich, Dean Miller

Consider Taxes
You may be in a different tax
bracket once you retire, and that may
affect your withholding and the deductions you can claim – possibly
for the better. Since you’ll no longer
be having income tax withheld,
you’ll probably have to pay quarterly
estimated income taxes. And, keep
in mind that changing your asset mix
may have tax consequences.

We’re Here to Help
No one knows what the future
will bring, but having a good idea of
what your retirement needs will be
is a good way to help control your
financial future. It makes sense to
do what you can now to plan and
save for those years – like funding
an IRA. We’re available to help you
map out a strategy. Please call for an
appointment to discuss your financial
future. ■
Investment management, retirement, trust, and
planning services provided by Country Trust
Bank®. Not FDIC Insured, No Bank Guarantee,
May Lose Value.

Trips & Programs

Register soon for Branson trip
Farm Bureau members, now is the time to sign up for the Branson tour. Act
now and be part of the travel experience to Branson, Missouri.
Farm Bureau has arranged a Branson tour for Oct. 20-24 to the Ozark
Mountain area. Members will travel by motorcoach to Branson for five
days of music, shows and tours.
Seven shows are included in the tour
package: Dancing Queen - ABBA’s
Greatest Hits, Red Hot & Blue, The
Dutton Family Show, SIX, Dublin’s
Irish Tenors & Celtic Ladies, Showboat
Branson Belle, and The Hughes
Brothers.
Also, Farm Bureau has planned a local
tour of the city area with a step-on guide
plus the Dogwood Canyon wildlife tour
and a tour of the Foster Museum at the
College of the Ozarks.

Registration for this tour is encouraged by July 15 at the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau office.
The cost of the Branson tour for
Farm Bureau “M” and “A+” members
is $760 per person for double
occupancy, $980 for single occupancy,
and $670 for triple occupancy. An additional $50 will be charged to “A”
members or guests of members. Tour
price includes motorcoach transportation, hotel accommodations at Comfort
Inn at Thousand Hills, seven shows,
tours, eight meals, luggage handling,
taxes, gratuities and a Farm Bureau
staff escort. ■

Stage Coach Players entertain at BBQ
The Stage Coach Players will perform musical numbers from How to Succeed in
Business without Really Trying at this year’s Prime Timers BBQ on Monday, July 14.
The play is directed by Jeff Hall with music direction by Judy O’Connor and will
include several cast members in this musical comedy coming to Farm Bureau.
How to Succeed in Business without Really Trying centers on a young windowcleaner, J. Pierrepont Finch, who begins a meteoric rise from the mail room to vice
president of advertising at the world-wide Wicket Company. Finch’s unorthodox and
morally questionable business practices
jeopardize not only his career but also his
romance with secretary Rosemary Pilkington.
Monday, July 14, 2014
The Prime Timers BBQ gets underway
Farm Bureau Building, Sycamore - 6 p.m.
at 6 p.m. in the Farm Bureau AuditoriName ________________________________________________
um followed by the Stage Coach performance at 7 p.m. in the Theater.
Address ______________________________________________
Registration for the BBQ is being
accepted at the Farm Bureau office
Phone _______________________________________________
through Tuesday, July 8.
The cost of the BBQ is $8 per person.
BBQ meal options
Cost
No. Meals
BBQ meal choices are: two pork chops
Two pork chops
$8 x ________ = _________
or one pork chop and one chicken breast,
One pork chop and
plus applesauce, baked beans, cole slaw,
one chicken breast
$8 x ________ = _________
roll, ice cream and beverage prepared by
5 B’s Catering.
Farm Bureau “M” and “A+” members
Total enclosed $ _________
55+ years are welcome to attend the
annual BBQ and Stage Coach perforReturn with check payable to: DeKalb County Farm Bureau,
mance sponsored by the Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Dr., Sycamore, IL 60178 by Tuesday, July 8.
Prime Timers Committee. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau®
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Prime Timers BBQ
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State Legislators serving DeKalb County
Sen. Tim Bivins, 45th Senate District
Serving DeKalb, Jo Daviess, Stephenson, Carroll,
Ogle, Lee, Winnebago, Whiteside & LaSalle counties

Q: What are some of
your accomplishments as
a legislator?
I serve as Senate Minority Whip.
I am also chairman of the Legislative Ethics Commission Insurance;
Criminal Law; Licensed Activities
and Pensions. My executive appointments include: Minority Spokesperson; Financial Institutions (Minority
Spokesperson); Committee of the
Whole; Public Pensions & State Investments.
I represented Senate Republicans
in negotiating Conceal Carry Legislation; sponsored Erin’s Law to
protect children from sexual abuse;
and sponsored the Direct Deposit
Bill saving Illinois $70 million.
We are making our schools safer
by passing common sense school
security legislation. I have been instrumental in passing legislation that
26
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reforms vehicle insurance verification; exposing $100 million in a wasteful
spending, Neighborhood Recovery Initiative program; co-sponsored common
sense legislation that requires state buildings to fly only American flags that are
made in America.
My district office is under budget 23%-34% every year.

Q: What do you hope to achieve in the future for the
State of Illinois?
My goal is to make government more efficient by continuing to expose
waste, inefficiency and corruption. Examining where and how our tax dollars
are spent should be the first priority in reaching a balanced budget. Eliminating programs that do not produce results and lack accountability will also help
with this goal.
Making Illinois a more business friendly state should be the goal of every
legislator, reducing the workers comp rate, allowing the tax increase to expire
and applying common sense to regulating business would be a good start.

Profile: I have served in the State Senate since March, 2008. My
hometown is Dixon. I previously was Sheriff of Lee County 20 years, 12
years City of Dixon police officer. I am a Farm Bureau member and belong to
multiple Chamber of Commerces in the 45th District. I attend Bethel Church,
Dixon. My family includes wife Terri, two adult children and seven grandchildren.
Contact: State Sen. Tim Bivins, 629 N. Galena, Dixon, IL 61021,
815-284-0045, senatorbivins@grics.net. ■

Water well testing
for rural residents
Rural residents in DeKalb County can have their
well water tested through a program offered by
Farm Bureau in August.
The water screening will include extensive testing
for commonly used agricultural chemicals by Heidelberg Laboratories based in Ohio.
Water testing kits may be obtained at the Farm
Bureau office between Aug. 18 and 22. Samples
should be taken on Aug. 25 and be returned to the
Farm Bureau office the same day.
Water samples are screened for methachlor and
alachlor herbicides like Aatrex, Dual, Harness and Marksman. Aatrazine,
found in Aatrex, Marksman and other combination herbicides, is one of
the most prevalent herbicides found in private water supplies.
Other screenings includes nitrates, nitrites, ammonia, chloride sulfates,
soluble reactive phosphorus, silica and conductivity.
Cost of the testing is $70, payable to Heidelberg Labs, when acquiring
a kit at the Farm Bureau office.
The water screening program is being offered to DeKalb County Farm
Bureau “M” & “A+” rural members.
For more information, contact the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361. ■

HSUS not what you think

According to HumaneWatch, the Humane Society of the United States
(HSUS) misleads people into believing that HSUS is an umbrella group
for local pet shelters and channels contributions to them. In actuality,
HSUS records show that barely 1% of donations are sent to those
shelters.
What it is: HSUS is extremely well-funded, fairly well-respected
(compared to the radical arm of the animal rights apparatus like Mercy
for Animals or People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals) and, in
recent years, very successful at advancing its agenda. Its agenda includes
spending millions on anti-farming and anti-hunting political campaigns.
HSUS spends a great deal of its resources on activities in the legislative
and political arenas. It has waged numerous state ballot (anti-ag) initiatives in states like California, Florida, Arizona and Ohio over the past 15
years.
HSUS has stated one of its goals is to get rid of the entire animal agriculture industry.
What it isn’t: HSUS does not represent local animal shelters. The
national organization misleads people into thinking it is associated with
local shelters, which is a good source of confusion for donors. According
to a nationally represented poll of 400 animals shelters, rescues and
animal control agencies, 71 percent agree that HSUS misleads people into
thinking it is associated with local animal shelters. ■

2014 Recycling
Programs
Household Hazardous
Waste Collection
Sat., June 21, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
NIU, Lot #25, near the corner
of Rt. 38 & West Stadium Drive, DeKalb
Accepting oil-based paints (not latex
paint), thinner, chemical cleaners,
unwanted pharmaceuticals, mercury items,
antifreeze, motor oil, gasoline, kerosene,
herbicides, insecticides, pesticides,
adhesives, hobby chemicals, household
batteries, fluorescent lights from individuals.
Sponsored by the DeKalb County Health
Department and Illinois EPA in cooperation with NIU, Heritage Environmental and
local Rotary Clubs.

Electronics & Other
E-Waste Collections
First Saturday of each month – DeKalb,
Public Park Lot, Grove & S. 4th Sts.,
9-11 a.m.
First Saturday of each month – Genoa,
City Hall East Lot, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
Second Saturday of each month –
Sandwich, 750 Duvick (by the city water
tower), 12:30-2:30 p.m.
Third Saturday of each month –
Sycamore, Public Works Bldg., 475 N.
Cross St., 9-11 a.m.
Fourth Saturday (even numbered
months) – Waterman, City Lot, Rt. 30,
9-11 a.m.
Any object that plugs into a wall socket
or has a battery will be accepted from individuals – computers, refrigerators, televisions, cell phones, monitors, etc.
Sponsored by the DeKalb County Health
Department, Illinois EPA in cooperation
with municipalities and the New Life Electronics Recycling.
For more information contact the
DeKalb County Health Department,
815-748-2408. ■

Sources: Humane Watch, FeedStuffs newspaper, Center for Freedom
DeKalb County Farm Bureau®

27

28

Connections

Youth

Local youth attend IFB conference
More than 500 FFA members,
County Farm Bureau managers, and
FFA advisors from 83 Illinois counties
attended the 2014 Illinois Farm
Bureau® & Affiliates Youth Conference, April 7-8 at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel, Springfield.
“Planting Your Potential” was the
theme of this year’s conference which
offered FFA members in their junior
year of high school a unique opportunity for career and personal development. The annual two-day conference
is sponsored by Illinois Farm Bureau
and its affiliated companies, which
include GROWMARK, COUNTRY
Financial, Prairie Farms and the IAA
Credit Union. ■

Baert earns
4-H Foundation
Scholarship
Nicholas Baert of Cortland
was awarded the 2014 DeKalb
County 4-H Foundation Scholarship. A member of the
Green Meadows 4-H Club,
Baert has been active in 4-H
for the past 11 years.
He currently is attending
Kishwaukee College and plans
to transfer to Illinois State
University next year to major
in crops and soil science.
Baert was selected by a
committee of the Foundation
to receive the $500 scholarship
based on his 4-H involvement,
achievements,
community
service and
school achievements. ■

Pictured (left to right) are FFA members (front row) Stephen Riskedal,
Somonauk-Leland- Sandwich; Lori Perry, DeKalb; Kayla Ferguson,
Genoa-Kingston; Taylor Prellberg, Hinckley-Big Rock; Chyanne
Beach, Genoa-Kingston; Jalyne Herren, Somonauk-LelandSandwich; (middle row) Katie Arndt, DeKalb; Sara Glab,
Somonauk-Leland- Sandwich; James McCormick, Indian
Creek; Sam Detwiler, Illinois Association FFA president; Cody
Suddeth, Indian Creek; Kira Bensinger, Genoa-Kingston; Bailey
Martenson, Indian Creek (back row) Bailey Hunt, Sycamore;
Chase Clausen, Sycamore; Joshua Toft, Somonauk-LelandSandwich; Mark Pease, Hinckley-Big Rock.

Robertson Beef Scholarship offered
Applications are now available
and being accepted for the Bernie
Robertson Beef Scholarship. The
$1,000 scholarship will be awarded
to a deserving college student from a
beef family.
The scholarship is being presented
by the Robertson family and the
DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s Association in memory of Bernie Robertson,
a Kirkland cattle producer who had a
deep passion for the beef industry.
To be eligible for the scholarship,
a student or their parent must be
a member of the Illinois Beef Association for the past two consecutive years and also a member of the
DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s Association.

Students applying must have
recently graduated from high school
or are currently in college pursuing
an undergraduate degree.
The scholarship application form
has been posted on the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau website: www.
dekalbfarmbureau.org. Students
should download the form from the
front page of the website, fill it out
electronically and then print the form
and return it to the Farm Bureau
office.
The deadline to apply for this
scholarship is Friday, July 11. For
more information, contact Cattlemen’s President Justin Martz, 815751-1506. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau®
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Parade of Power returns

DeKalb County Farm Bureau President
Mark Tuttle will serve as the announcer
for the Parade of Power segment of the
annual Waterman Lions Club Summerfest
and Antique Tractor & Truck Show. The
village event is scheduled for Saturday,
July 19 at Lions Park in Waterman.
Family activities are planned throughout the day, but the Parade of Power will
be held at 12-noon.
During the parade ceremony, longtime
Waterman Lions Club member and International Harvestor tractor collector Ralph
Johnson will be honored.
The parade and tractor show is in its
14th year, an event for the entire family.
The day begins with hot air tethered
balloon rides and concludes with a
fireworks show.
The antique tractor and truck show is
the event’s draw, says Leonard Johnson,
one of the Lions Club members. Tractor
and truck exhibitors are welcome and
trophies will be presented in various categories.

At 1 p.m. there will be a tractor
pull with full-sized tractors used.
Go to the website: www.water
mantractorshow.com for details

on all of the Waterman Summerfest activities. For additional
information contact Leonard
Johnson, 815-757-5065. ■

Dick Haff leads the tractor parade with his Minneapolis-Moline vintage tractor at last
year’s Parade of Power in Waterman. This year’s tractor parade is set for Saturday,
July 19.

Find fresh produce at
local Farmers Markets

Farmers markets across the country offer consumers farmfresh, affordable, convenient and healthy products such as
fruits, vegetables, herbs, cheeses, meats and much more.
Prairie Bounty of Illinois is an online directory of directfrom-the-farm sellers, farmers markets, and agritourism
businesses. It contains contact information and locations for
more than 900 individual growers throughout Illinois. You will
find the Prairie Bounty publication online at: www.specialty
growers.org/prairie-bounty.html.

DeKalb Farmers Market

N. 2nd & Locust Sts., DeKalb
Thursdays, noon – 2 p.m.
June - September
Fresh locally grown produce,
gourmet meats, breads, baked
goods, cheese, flowers and more.
www.dekalb.org
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Discover Sycamore Farmers Market
Somonauk & Elm Sts., Sycamore
Sundays, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
June - September
Fresh locally grown fruits & vegetables,
local produce, breads, meats, cheeses,
flowers & live entertainment.
www.discoversycamore.com

Genoa Farmers Market

Sats., June 28, July 26,
Aug. 23, Sept. 27
9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
A variety of fresh produce,
specialty foods, flowers & plants,
and local crafts.
www.genoamainstreet.com

Why is milk pasteurized?

Pasteurization kills harmful bacteria, such as E. coli O157:H7, Listeria and Salmonella, that can be found in raw milk (milk that has not been pasteurized). All
milk intended for direct consumption should be pasteurized – it’s a matter of food safety.
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommend
drinking only pasteurized milk. During pasteurization, the temperature of milk is raised to at least 161° Fahrenheit for 16
seconds and then rapidly cooled. Pasteurization extends milk’s shelf life and destroys harmful bacteria.

What is bST or BGH (bovine somatotropin
or bovine growth hormone)?

Cows naturally produce bovine somatotropin (bST) in their pituitary
gland; it directs how energy and nutrients are used for growth in young
cattle and for milk production in lactating cows. Dairy farmers may
choose to use rbST to help cows produce more milk. In either situation
– whether bovine somatotropin (bST) produced by the cow or by recombinant DNA technology (rbST) – no differences can be detected in
the animal or the milk produced by that animal.

Is rbST safe for my family?

Since rbST was approved for use by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) in the early 1990s, its safety has been reaffirmed by the
scientific community. Scientists tell us that rbST is species-specific,
meaning that it is biologically inactive in humans. Also, pasteurization
destroys 90 percent of bST and rbST in milk. Any trace amounts of
bovine somatotropin that remain after pasteurization of milk are broken
down in the human gut into inactive protein fragments, like any other
dietary protein. Numerous scientific studies have shown there is no
significant difference between milk from rbST-supplemented and nonrbST-supplemented cows. For this reason, the FDA has established that
dairy products from cows treated with rbST do not need to be labeled.

What are some of the critical
steps dairy farmers follow to
improve milk quality?
There are many steps dairy farmers
follow to produce high-quality,
wholesome and safe milk. These critical
steps start with the cow and end at your
table. The steps include:
• Healthy cows
• Strict, on-farm milking procedures
• Quick cooling of milk and immediate
transportation to the manufacturer
• Testing for antibiotics
• Pasteurization

Are hormones added to milk?
No. Hormones are naturally present
in foods of plant and animal origin,
including milk. Some farmers choose to
supplement some of their cows with recombinant bovine somatotropin (rbST)
to increase milk production, but science
shows that there is no effect on levels in
the milk itself.
For more information, go to:www.mid
westdairy.com. ■

Milking Cows by Hand
Growing up on a dairy farm, in the days before
electricity, farmers milked cows by hand. Here, Yvonne
Johnson milks her Guernsey cow in the pasture of
her parent’s farm in rural DeKalb. This photo was
taken in 1935. Thanks to Yvonne for sharing a piece of
agriculture’s past, quite fitting for June Dairy Month.
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Save on Great America tickets
Farm Bureau members can get
discounted tickets for Great America
and save money!
Great America tickets purchased
at Farm Bureau are $41.50 each,
a savings of $25.44 off of the gate
price. Tickets are for one day’s
admission to the Great America
theme park located in Gurnee. Ticket
applies to all ages, except children

two and under are admitted free.
The discount ticket does not
include Hurricane Harbor waterpark.
Persons may purchase a $5 ticket at
the gate for waterpark admission.

However, the discount ticket does
include admission to FrightFest in
October.
For more information contact the
Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361. ■

See “Love, Lies
& the Lottery”
at Circa 21

Circa 21 presents its new hilarious
comedy, “Love, Lies & the Lottery”
for Farm Bureau members on
Wednesday, Aug. 20.
Travel to the magnificent Rock
Island theater for lunch and the show.
We have reserved seating in the front
row of the theater.
The comedy is about Peter Oostendorp who won the lottery. Watch Pete
plot to get his ex-wife, his mother,
her boyfriend, his best friend, a TV
psychic, the plumber, and his dog
all off his back so that he can finally
enjoy his life in this comedy.
Registration for this day trip is
currently being accepted at the Farm
Bureau office.
The trip is open to Farm Bureau
members and their guests. Cost of
the trip is $67 for “M” and “A+”
members, $77 for “A” members and
guests. Price includes motorcoach
transportation, lunch and the show.
The motorcoach will depart from
Farm Bureau at 9:30 a.m. and return
by 6 p.m.
The trip is being sponsored by
the Farm Bureau Primer Timers
Committee. For more information
contact the Farm Bureau office. ■
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Take advantage of hotel discounts
Choice Hotels - Comfort Inn, Comfort Suites, Quality, Sleep Inn,
Clarion, Cambria Suites, Mainstay Suites, Econo Lodge, Rodeway Inn.
Save 20% by calling 1-800-258-2847 or visiting the Choice Hotels website
to search all the hotels at once and to make advance reservations. Use your IFB
#00800614.

Wyndham Hotel Group - Wyndham, Ramada, Days Inn, Baymont,
Microtel, Hawthorn, Howard Johnson, Travelodge, Super 8
Save up to 20% on the best available rate at Wyndham Hotels and Resorts.
Call 1-877-670-7088 for Wyndham Hotels advance reservations using your IFB
#8000002027. ■

Conserv FS welcomes summer interns
Each summer, Conserv FS hosts several young individuals aspiring to pursue careers in agriculture. This year is no different with a fresh crop of interns helping in a variety of ways throughout
the company. We are particularly excited about this year’s group as several are locally grown.
David Drendel lives in Malta Illinois. He is working at
our Waterman and Malta centers as a crop scout. David
is currently studying Agronomy Business at Iowa State.

Kyle Bates from Rockford is working at our Rockford
Service Center. Kyle will be a junior at Iowa State this
fall.

Rachel Mader is from Crystal Lake and is providing
a fresh perspective to our Turf Division with her
marketing education from UW-Whitewater.

Cohen Hill from Winnebago is also working at our
Rockford Service Center. Cohen is studying at UWPlatteville.

James Jacques is helping out at Zenda with scouting
and service roles. James is studying Soil and Crop
Science at UW – Platteville. He lives in Walworth
County.

Maggie Armstrong is going to graduate school this
fall after graduating with a degree in Accounting from
the University of Illinois. Maggie is helping with accounting functions at the main office.

Austin Smith is also helping out at Zenda with
scouting and service roles. Austin recently graduated
from Blackhawk Tech College. He also lives in
Walworth County.

We are very fortunate to have them with us for the
summer. Please help us welcome our new interns into
our industry. ■

www.conservfs.com

(From left) FS summer interns are: Maggie Armstrong, David Drendel, Cohen Hill, James Jacques,
Kyle Bates, Austin Smith and Rachel Mader.
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Center for
Agriculture News

4-H Fair Entry Forms
Gardening Summer Series
The summer series of University of Illinois Extension’s Four
Seasons Gardening program gets underway this month.
The first session of the series is titled, Home Orchards. The
program is offered twice – on June 24 at 1:30 p.m. and again on June
26 at 6:30 p.m. Both sessions will be presented via teleconference in
the Conference Center of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Building.
Sonja Lallemand, U of I Extension Horticulture Educator, will talk
about one of the most rewarding gardening activities, growing fruits
in the home garden. This presentation will focus on the general considerations for getting started in developing and cultivating your own
orchard; it will also provide you with growing tips for several types
of small fruits.
The presentation will be presented via the U of I distance learning
system and local computer PowerPoint presentations, allowing live
discussion between the presenter and gardeners throughout Illinois.
Other topics in the summer series include Starting a Youth Garden
set for July 8 and 10, and Mosquitoes and West Nile Virus set for
July 22 and 24.
Cost per session is $5 or attend the entire three-part summer series
for $12.
Phone or email the DeKalb County Extension office for more
details, 815-758-8194, mpetra@illinois.edu or web.extension.
illinois.edu/bdo.
34

Connections

All 4-H’ers interested in entering an
exhibit in either the DeKalb County 4-H
General Project Show or the 4-H Fair must
complete and return an entry form(s) to the
Extension Office by Monday, June 23.
All forms can be found at the University
of Illinois Extension Boone/DeKalb/Ogle
website at: web.extension.illinois.edu/bdo/
dekalb4h/ or at the county Extension Office.
For more information call 815-758-8194.

Horticulture Help Desk
University of Illinois Extension DeKalb
County Master Gardeners offer a free service
answering garden questions at the Horticulture Help Desk. The Horticulture Help Desk
is open Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to
noon.
Master Gardeners research topics about
insects, trees, shrubs, plants, vegetables,
fruits, gardens, lawns, and more. Master
Gardeners supply research-based answers to
questions, and take time to find the information you need for your specific circumstance.
Reach the Master Gardeners by calling in
your question 815-758-8194 or by stopping
at the office. You may also email your
question to uiemg-dekalb@illinois.edu. ■

Center for Agriculture News

1st FCS College Scholarships
Farm Credit Awards FFA Grants
The Hinckley-Big Rock FFA Chapter, Indian Creek FFA
Chapter and Sycamore FFA Chapter each received a $250 grant
from the Community Improvement Grant Program funded by
1st Farm Credit Services.
The Hinckley-Big Rock FFA Chapter is using the grant to
remodel and reconstruct the high school’s barn. The Indian
Creek FFA is using the grant to create a railroad scale model to
show how agricultural goods are transported from farm to plate.
The Sycamore FFA is using the grant to make improvements to
the high school courtyard.
The grant program funded 28 community improvement
projects completed by 4-H clubs and FFA chapters. Overall, the
grants helped more than 1,140 volunteers work more than 5,100
hours in their communities.
1st Farm Credit Services developed the program as a way to
help rural youth give back and enhance their communities.

Kailyn Buchholz of Waterman and Erik
Gommel of Malta are recipients of the 2014
First Choice Agriculture Scholarship from 1st
Farm Credit Services.
Buchholz, a graduate of Indian Creek High
School, is the daughter of Robert and Bonnie
Buchholz and Julie Wilson. Buchholz plans to
attend the University of Wisconsin-Platteville
to pursue a degree in agribusiness.
Gommel, a graduate of DeKalb High
School, is the son of Mark and Laurie
Gommel. Gommel plans to attend Iowa State
University to pursue a degree in agriculture
systems technology.
1st Farm Credit Services recently
announced the 24 recipients of the $1,500
scholarship, which supports students who are
pursuing a higher education in an agriculture
field or a degree that will contribute to the
quality of rural life. ■

2014 Acreage Reporting Dates
Producers are reminded to report their crop acreage
as soon as they finish planting. The final day to certify
your crops is July 15. Please remember to have your
planting dates with you when you come to certify.
Please call the FSA office at 815-756-3234 x 2, to
make an appointment. Walk-ins without appointments will be serviced as time
allows.
The sooner you are able to get into the office the less chance of a wait, please
take advantage!
Producers who file accurate and timely reports for all crops and land uses,
including failed acreage can prevent the potential loss of FSA program benefits.
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers
are encouraged to visit their local county FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.
• All fall seeded crops Wheat, Hay and Pasture (Alfalfa, Grass, Clover, etc.)
Dec. 15, 2013
• Apples, Asparagus, Blueberries, Caneberries, Cherries, Grapes, Nectarines,
Peaches, Pears, Plums, Strawberries. Newly planted needs to be reported
within 15 days of planting Jan. 15, 2014.
• Corn, Soybeans, Grain Sorghum, CRP, Cabbage (planted 3/15-5/31). Grass
left standing and all other crops July 15, 2014.
• Cabbage (planted 6/1-7/20) Aug. 15, 2014.
If you are operating a new farm for crop year 2014, we will need a copy of the
lease before we can add you to the farm. If you have purchased a new farm in
crop year 2014, we will need copy of the recorded deed for proof of ownership.

County FSA Committee
(COC) Election
June 15 through Aug. 1 is the
period for nominating farmers
as candidates for the local COC
election. This year’s election
will be held in Local Administrative Area (LAA) 1, which
includes the townships of Malta,
DeKalb, Cortland, Milan, Afton
and Pierce.
FSA encourages all eligible
producers to nominate themselves, or another eligible
producer, to run for office. Nomination forms (FSA-669A’s) are
available: at www.fsa.usda.gov/
elections, scroll down to the links
under “Election Materials” and
click “2014 Nomination Form”;
by picking up FSA-669A at your
local FSA office; or by calling
your local office and requesting
FSA-669A be mailed you. ■
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By Jesse Mantzke, 5th grade, Cornerstone Christian Academy

Jesse Mantzke, a fifth grader from Cornerstone Christian Academy in Sycamore, won
first place in the fifth grade division of Farm Bureau’s 2014 Food for Thought Placemat
Design Contest. She illustrated a variety of agricultural careers - a large animal veterinarian, a food chemist, a produce buyer, a logger and cattle rancher – to share what she
learned about the many and varied
careers in agriculture.
In regards to her students’ participaThe contest correlates with grade-spetion in the contest, Mantzke’s teacher,
cific Ag in the Classroom presentations.
Mrs. Trish Gonzalez said, “I think that
Each elementary grade level has a design
their favorite element is the freedom to
theme that helps students reflect on the
illustrate anything they can imagine.” ■
role of agriculture in their everyday lives.
First place winning designs are printed
on placemats and showcased at several
local restaurants (see list on page 21).
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There’s a
difference
between
field experts
and experts
in the field.
FS –

TM

At FS, we’re experts in the field. Our crop specialists
are driven to maximize every acre and bring the latest
agronomic technologies and innovations to your farm.
Whether recommending the appropriate hybrid or variety,
nutrient management for optimum growth, or advice on
disease and pest management, our crop specialists are
always focused on pointing your operations forward.
So, the only thing you’ll be asking FS is, what’s next?

DeKalb
Malta
Waterman
Waterman
Marengo
Marengo

Ross Williams
Phil Paulsen
Paul Pecharich
Chuck Hettel
Ryan Dexter
Pat Roach

815-353-6991
815-751-8903
815-509-5234
815-739-6411
815-641-2959
815-739-9162

www.conservfs.com
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