June 2016

Cycling in the Country
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

Do you know how
valuable you are?

We do.
Your family knows too. If something happened to you, would they be able to
stay in their house, keep up with bills, and would your kids have money for
college? Protect the ones you love by insuring their most valuable asset – you!
Give me a call today.
Phil Hasz

Curtis Burket

Katy Fillipp

David Gingerich

Dan Howes

Steve Klopfenstein

Kathy Martin

Dean Miller

Chris Patterson

Craig Popp

Mike Shipley

Gavin Wilson

815-756-8026
815-784-6688
815-786-6584
815-756-9536

815-786-2209
815-756-9536

815-748-7064
815-756-9536

815-895-2014

815-824-2920
815-756-9536

815-748-7064

Auto, home and business insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Preferred Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Casualty Insurance
Company®. Life insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Life Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Investors Life Assurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

0415-565HC-14092-5/27/2016

Connecting to You

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Life in the Fast Lane

Mark Tuttle is a 4th generation farmer
from Somonauk and president of the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

Moving at a faster pace was a challenge between rains this spring. It was time to
get the crop planted (or replanted) and my window for getting it done was getting
narrow.
Mother Nature has a way of accelerating my daily farm activities. But let’s face
it, whether it’s me farming or my friends working in town, we all experience the
everyday “rat race” and the additional pressures it adds to our lives. Let’s remind
ourselves, however, that faster isn’t always better.
Picture this: I have one field of sweet corn left to plant and the rain is on its way.
So I get on my tractor, pulling the planter, and at full throttle head out to the field.
At the same time someone running a little late to work is experiencing similar
pressures. The difference is they are traveling down the road at 60 miles per hour
and I’m moving along at 20 mph. If we are both alert we learn to share the road
with each other. If not…you get the picture.
There is still plenty of summer farm work ahead of us. But it takes all of us to
keep it safe in farm country. So opt out of the fast lane and slow down. Then we can
enjoy the lazy days of summer. ■
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On Prairie Drive

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Still Farming in June
Ahh, it’s June! Summer is finally here. A glance at
my calendar shows weekends with potential for some
lake time, a Father’s Day picnic, and a couple of farm
visits.
Wait, did I say farm visits? Sure enough there’s the
Dairy Breakfast at the Drendels and then the trip to
Fair Oaks Farm. Both farm visits require my involvement – taking photographs and writing a story to
share with you – and like many others, experiencing
these well-run livestock farms.
While I’m keeping track of these weekend activities my husband’s weekends entail
monitoring the growing crops. Now I know some think grain farmers don’t have anything
to do once the crops are planted, but I know better. It’s a crucial time to scout our crops
and protect them from bugs, diseases and weeds. So in June he sprays our crops as
needed with his Hagie sprayer. Spraying our corn and soybeans helps eliminate insect and
weed stressors and allows our corn and soybean plants to thrive, with the help of Mother
Nature.
June is also a catch up (after planting) month for farmers to work on farm equipment,
update farm records, mow road ditches, bale hay, and other around-the-farm jobs, even on
weekends.
Perhaps July weekends will offer a bit more family time and summer fun. We’ll see. ■
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Find the corn kernel
and win!
Let’s see if you can find the corn
kernel (resembling the one above) in
this month’s issue of our magazine
and be eligible to win a prize.
Email your answer to connections
@dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us,
815-756-6361, by June 30 for your
chance to win.
When responding by email, please
include the page number and exact
description of the location of the
kernel on that page. You will also
need to include your name, address
and phone number in the email.
Correct answers will be put into
a drawing and one winner will be
drawn to receive a $20 gift card.
Last month’s winner of the soybean
contest was John Olson of Shabbona.
The soybean was hidden on page 7 in
the Farm Safety Camp photo, lower
right-hand side. ■

Calendar
June
June 22
Farm Safety Camp
Jonamac Orchard, Malta
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
June 25
Fair Oaks Farm Trip
Fair Oaks, IN
8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

July
July 4
Independence Day
Farm Bureau office closed
July 11
Prime Timers BBQ &
The Garage Orchestra
6 p.m.
$8, Register by July 5
July 13
Wonder, Water & Wine Tour
Starved Rock, Utica
9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

August
Aug. 1
Rayitos del Sol Dancers
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by July 26
Aug. 22-29
Water Well Testing
Pick up kit Aug. 22-26
Sample & return kit Aug. 29
$85
Aug. 27
A Day at Arlington Park
Arlington Heights, IL
10:45 - 6:30 p.m.
$100 members, $110 guests
Register by Aug. 11
Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture
unless otherwise noted. For most meeting
reservations contact the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361.

Follow us!
facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
twitter.com/DCFBureau
pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

Send magazine comments to:

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

©2013 American Farm Bureau Federation® Graphic
Source: USDA’s Amber Waves Magazine
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Raising Honeybees
For Pollination

Honeybees are critical to agriculture in
the pollination of fruits and vegetables

Beekeeper Steve Bock realizes
just how valuable honeybees are
to pollinating his apple orchard.
It takes about one hive of bees to
pollinate an acre of apple trees.
He has 14 hives for 14 acres of
trees.
“It was a good spring for pollinating trees (thanks to the honeybees),”
said Bock. “The apples are looking
good. The next critical period for the
orchard is in August when pumpkins
and raspberries are pollinated by the
honeybees.”
Bock knows his honeybees –
he’s been a beekeeper for 41 years.
“I became fascinated with bees at
the age of 10, watching another
beekeeper. I continue to be amazed
at how the queen bees and worker
bees are so productive,” he said.

Bock started raising honeybees when
he and his wife, Kathy, joined the
family orchard.
The bees not only pollinate the
orchard’s fruits and
vegetables, but also
produce honey which
they harvest and
sell at Honey Hill
Orchard in Waterman.
“It’s going to be a
good honey year,”
said Bock, based
on his bees already
having produced 35
pounds of honey by
early June.
Maintaining a
good bee population is important, so
Bock has taken extra

Shane Richey checks the progress of the
honeybees in hives at Honey Hill Orchard.
The orchard maintains 14 hives for
pollinating trees and making honey.

steps to provide food sources for the
honeybees such as planting wildflowers and prairie plants along their
creek and giving the bees cider and
apple pulp as “honey water.”
In the last 10 years the experienced
beekeeper has noticed a decline in
the survival rate of honeybees. He
attributes this decline to a number of
stressors such as the environment,
diseases, and insecticides such as
neonicotinoids. The biggest culprit
he believes is the changing landscape
with a reduction in natural habitat.
His bees may travel as far as two
miles to find food sources. ►

Steve Bock, experienced beekeeper and orchard owner, examines the
growth of apples on his trees noting that they were well-pollinated by
honeybees this spring.
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Busy Bees at
Honey Hill Orchard
Bock says he has
to be careful when
he sprays his apple
trees with fungicide,
spraying at night
while the bees are
in their hives. Like
other farmers, he
only sprays if he
needs to and doesn’t
spray when it’s
windy, to avoid drift.
He also notes that
aerial farm applicators check with him
Together, Steve Bock and Shane Richey check bee hives
to monitor honey-making. Steve is teaching his son-in-law
to avoid spraying
about caring for the honeybees at the orchard.
neonicotinoids near
his bee hives.
Raising honeybees goes handThe USDA reports a 17 percent
in-hand with orchard operations.
loss in honeybee colonies in the first
Some growers maintain their own
quarter of this year. Honeybee keepers
honeybee colonies like Bock,
noted Varroa mites as the leading
while others purchase hives from
stressor affecting colonies. They also
commercial beekeepers.
reported nearly 114,000 colonies
Over 100 food crops in our
with symptoms of Colony Collapse
country are pollinated by bees.
Disorder.

• There is an average of
40,000 bees making honey.
• Each of the 14 hives produce
40-150 pounds of honey.
• About 2,000 pounds of honey
is produced each year.
• The average lifespan of a bee
is 6 weeks.
• Queen (female) bees lay eggs
and are protected by worker
bees.
• Worker (female) bees do all
the work in making honey.
• Drone (male) bees breed
female bees and are the
fewest of all bees in a hive.

Pollinators help pollinate over 75
percent of our flowering plants and
nearly 75 percent of our crops.
DeKalb County’s traditional crops,
like corn and soybeans, do not require
insect or other pollinators. Corn relies
largely on the wind for pollination.
Soybeans are mostly self-pollinated,
but there is some evidence that bees
can improve soybean yields. ■

Pollinating Apple Trees

Apples start as flowers on apple trees. Without the help of
bees though, the flowers would bloom and then wither and
drop without ever having a chance to become an apple. For
a flower to become an apple, the pollen that is produced
by the flowers on one apple tree must be transferred to the
flowers on another tree. The pollen is moved between trees
by bees who visit the flowers to collect nectar and pollen.
Moving pollen between flowers is called cross-pollination.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Around theFARM
by Paul Taylor

Making Sense of Changes
Most of us have heard many old
sayings dealing with change. “The
more things change, the more they
remain the same”. “If you don’t
like the weather in the Midwest,
wait an hour and it’ll change”. Or
one of my favorites attributed to
Yogi Berra, “When you come to the
fork in the road, take it”.
My point is …We as humans
have likely been faced with making
choices and getting on with subsequent adjustments after “Plan A”
falters.
So now our neighborhood is in
turmoil about a new railroad infrastructure proposal that would

to again move goods about in
America. That is at least on the
trackage that remains.
Problem seems to be how to
relieve that bottleneck that wasn’t
envisioned when so many railroads
that were laid out in the later nineteenth century spurred out from
Chicago. That rail traffic has to go
somewhere and most likely the
economy and most folks are best
served by it not going through
downtown Chicago. I see it as sort
of like the hundreds of bypasses
that moved highway traffic out
of small towns across America
with their full service gas stations,
diners and ice cream
drive-ins that closed
soon after.
Whether it’s railroads, pipelines, power
So now the local
lines, new roads or even changing consumer
discussion is about
attitudes (think non-GMO), changes will come
the impact on my
and some will be painful to accept. Some will
farm, my road, my
make sense and some won’t.
drainage, my neighborhood. Of course,
all these may be
divert rail traffic away from the
impacted. Most of the arguments
downtown Chicago choke point
of opposition make absolute sense.
and urban and suburban traffic
However, a lot of those discussnarled road crossings. OK, full
sions seem rooted in “not in my
disclosure here. I have to admit that
backyard” or NIMBY.
some years ago, as a farmer leader,
Many will remember when
I was part of a group that advocated
Route 5 (now I-88) transected
a plan to move rail traffic in transit
DeKalb County east and west
away from the Chicago choke
many years ago. Later Interstate
point. We didn’t propose a map, a
39 passed north and south just
route or vengeance on any farmer.
west of DeKalb County connecting
We hardly imagined the impact
Bloomington, Illinois with Wausau,
that North Dakota oil would have
Wisconsin. Farm drainage particuon east bound freight flow. Nor did
larly was disrupted, many rural
we realize, like Warren Buffet did,
roads were closed, and century
that railroads had such potential
family farms were split with both
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Paul Taylor is a fifth generation grain farmer
who grows corn, soybeans and vegetables
in northern DeKalb County, near Esmond.

of these projects. Economic loss and
inconvenience still abound for many
affected.
These impacts are not new when
society has to make awkward,
painful and costly changes after our
lives seem in pretty good order. Ben
Franklin is attributed with the quote,
“Not all change is progress”. Or
perhaps we could amend it to say,
“… at least not for everyone.”
So whether it’s railroads, pipelines,
power lines, new roads or even
changing consumer attitudes (think
non-GMO), changes will come and
some will be painful to accept. Some
will make sense and some won’t.
As a kid growing up on what
we called a gravel road, my dad
promised me a go-cart when our road
got blacktopped. Well, I was an adult
by the time the road got seal coated
and I never did get my go-cart. Come
to think of it, for safety sake alone
I wouldn’t let my kids or grandkids
ride a go-cart on any local hard
surface roads. Maybe that’s what he
was thinking too. Wasn’t my plan,
but it worked out for the best.
Thanks Dad. ■

F

Dairy Cows

Before a cow can
produce milk, she
must have a calf.
A female dairy
animal is called a
heifer until she has
her first calf. After
she has a calf, she
is called a cow.

Both male and
female cattle
may have horns.

Cattle can be bred to be born without horns. Cattle
born without horns are known as polled cattle.

Female dairy calves (heifers) are raised
as replacement heifers. They will become part
of the dairy farm’s milking herd.
Male dairy calves
(bulls) are raised
to provide beef.

A cow’s stomach
has four compartments: the rumen,
reticulum, omasum,
and abomasum.

Cows are like recycling
machines. They can digest things
humans cannot, like grass and hay, and turn
them into things we can use, like meat and milk.
Here are other things that humans can’t digest,
yet are nutritious food for cows:
•
•
•
•

Beet pulp from sugar beet processing
Citrus pulp from orange juice processing
Cottonseed from cotton fabric production
Distillers grains from ethanol production

JUNE is
Dairy M
ont

h!
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Good Pollinator
Plant Choices
Bees: Black-eyed Susans,
coreopsis, sundrops, goldenrod,
liatris, asters, purple coneflowers, blue sage and verbena.
Adult butterflies: Butterfly
weed, beebalm, cardinal flower
lobelia, phlox, lantana, Mexican
sunflower, bloodflower or
tropical milkweed, marigolds,
verbena and zinnias.
Hummingbirds:
Trumpet vines, honeysuckle
vines, penstemons, columbine
and red salvias.
1. Fall Aster
2. Bloodflower Milkweed
3. Mexican Sunflower
4. Phlox
5. Swallow Tail Butterfly
6. Hummingbird Moth
7. Hummingbird
8. Honey Bee
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Photos courtesy of Bob Lindholm

Barb Lindholm, University of Illinois Extension
DeKalb County Master Gardener

Creating a Pollinator Garden
National Pollinator Week is June 20-26. This week is set aside every
year to remind all of us the important role pollinators play in our
everyday lives.
First, let’s take a look at the pollinators. Bees, wasps, beetles, butterflies, moths, birds and bats are
all part of pollination that could be
occurring in our gardens. How can
we create a garden habitat that will
attract pollinators?
All pollinators need four things
to survive and be successful:
1) Proper food source
2) Water source
3) Shelter
4) Safe nesting sites.
Most of the major pollinators look
to a nectar source for their food
supply. It is important to remember
that ideally nectar needs to be
available through some type of continuous bloom for all of the garden
season. When possible, plant native
plants as their nectar supply is much
stronger than hybrid plants.
Bees have ultraviolet vision which
means they are attracted to yellow,
blue and purple flowers. Good plant
choices for bees would be blackeyed Susans, coreopsis, sundrops,
goldenrod, liatris, asters, purple
coneflowers, blue sage and verbena.
Attracting butterflies and moths to
your garden is a little more complicated. Adult butterflies and moths
need a nectar food source. The larval
or caterpillar stage of the butterfly
requires host plants to feed on prior
to chrysalis formation. Butterflies

have very poor vision so planting
larger groups of brightly colored
flowers will encourage them to visit
your garden. Good plants for adult
butterflies include butterfly weed,
beebalm, cardinal flower lobelia,
phlox, lantana, Mexican sunflower,
bloodflower or tropical milkweed,
marigolds, verbena and zinnias.
During the caterpillar stage favorite
host plants are swamp milkweed,
common milkweed, passion flower,
parsley, fennel and dill.
Hummingbirds are great little pollinators and are able to get nectar
from tubular shaped flowers that
are difficult for bees and butterflies.
Red and orange flowers are their
favorites. Popular garden plants for
hummingbirds are trumpet vines,
honeysuckle vines, penstemons,
columbine and red salvias.
Whether pollinators are bees, butterflies or birds, they all need a water
source on site. Water can be supplied
with a fountain or any type of water
feature. Butterflies will need a more
shallow container as their water
source.
Shelter is often overlooked as a
necessity for pollinators. Even hummingbirds have to rest occasionally
during their busy day. Adult butterflies are very delicate and need
protection from wind, rain and
heat. Larval forms of butterflies
are especially vulnerable as they

prepare to go into their chrysalis form.
Shelter can be achieved through the
inclusion of shrubs and grasses in your
landscape.
Finally, hummingbirds will need a
safe nesting situation to successfully
raise their young. They prefer a 10-20
foot tree location.
Humans and pollinators must depend
on each other for survival. Without
pollinators much of our food supply
as well as our landscape plants
would not be able to grow. Planting
a pollinator garden is an easy way to
assure a successful and beneficial relationship. All over the United States,
waystations are being created to offer
pollinators the environment that they
need to thrive. Many of these waystations are incorporating children into
the programs. If children learn how to
care for pollinators, the future for pollinators suddenly looks very bright.
Consider planting a pollinator garden
with your family and enjoy the many
pollinators that will surely come to
visit. ■

2016 Master Gardeners
Garden Walk - July 9
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Gardens in DeKalb, Sycamore & Genoa
Call 815-758-8194
for more information.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Q: Where do you get your beef cattle and where
do they go once they leave your farm?

A: We buy most of our cattle from Midwestern

farmers and sell direct to a processor, auction,
or consumer.

As you drive around DeKalb County you will see more cattle
feedlots (where cattle of similar size and weight are raised in open lots
or barns) than cow-calf herds (where cows and their calves are raised
on pasture).
Our soils, climate, topography and location to export grain makes
Roy Plote is a sixth generation farmer from Leland.
row-crop farming more profitable than growing pasture and forages
He farms with his brother and brother-in-law raising
for cattle grazing on our land. Therefore, most of the cattle in our
beef cattle, corn, soybeans, wheat and hay. Roy and
his wife, Janet, have two sons, Ethan and Avery.
feedlots come from states with lesser quality land that can be best
utilized raising cows and calves.
The top ten states with beef cattle are: Texas, Nebraska, Kansas, California,
2. Auction Market. Cattle are
Oklahoma, Missouri, Iowa, South Dakota, Wisconsin and Colorado.
sold at sale barns around the country.
Auction markets vary greatly in
We buy cattle mostly from Midwestern states with the help
the frequency of sales, variety of
of an order buyer.
animals, and quality/quantity of
Cattle can be purchased directly from a farm or ranch privately from an
livestock handled. Feeder cattle,
order buyer (a licensed and bonded professional that helps procure cattle in
cows/bulls, calves, and finished cattle
semi-load sized increments), from a live auction sale (in person, by telephone,
can be bought or sold at five sale
or bidding on the internet), or from a video auction (where a cattle producer
barns in a 150 mile radius of DeKalb.
will watch the video and purchase a load of cattle that will then be delivered
3. Direct sale to consumer.
directly to a feedlot).
Independent processors and meat
We prefer buying from states that generally have climates similar to ours.
lockers allow farmers to have
This is important because in the winter cattle need to produce a coat of hair
their own meat kept separate for
and layer of fat to help protect them. Southwestern genetics are more suited
family use or for sale to friends
for the hot and dry climate with traits that include lighter-colored short hair,
and neighbors. Until the midthinner skin (hide) and better heat tolerance.
1900’s many families did their own
We buy steers at 700-900 pounds and finish them to a market weight of
butchering on the farm. Today,
about 1,400 pounds.
it is widely accepted to utilize a
federally inspected facility for proOur finished cattle are marketed by three methods:
fessional processing following safe
1. Direct sale to processor/packer. The closest major packers are Aurora
food handling guidelines. Although
Packing Co., Tyson Foods, Smithfield, JBS, and Iowa Premium Beef. Other
DeKalb County does not currently
packers include Creekstone Premium Beef, Greater Omaha Packing Co., and
have such a facility, there are six
Cargill.
within easy driving distance.
We typically sort a pen of cattle and then call order buyers for pricing. The
Farmers take pride in raising their
buyer’s agent will look at the cattle and contact the owner with prices, either
own beef and enjoying a burger
based on live weight, carcass weight, or a quality grid scale. Also included are
on the grill or prime rib on special
the weighing location and shrink agreement, along with expected delivery date
occasions. ■
and transportation costs.
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Food Favorites

Yummy Éclair Dessert
Enjoy this yummy, delectable éclair dessert
drizzled with chocolate syrup.
Yield: 16 servings
Total Time: 55 minutes

Ingredients

Instructions

Crust:
1 cup lowfat milk
½ cup unsalted butter
1 cup all-purpose flour
3 eggs lightly beaten

Preheat oven to 375 degrees F.

Filling:
1 (8 ounces) package ⅓ less fat
cream cheese, softened
3 cups lowfat milk
2 (3.4 ounces) packages
instant vanilla pudding
Topping:
1 cup heavy whipping cream
½ cup chocolate syrup

In a small saucepan, heat 1 cup milk and butter
until melted. Remove from heat and add flour.
Stir until a small ball forms. Add eggs, one at a
time, stirring until completely mixed in (batter
will be slightly sticky.)
Spread dough in a greased 13 x 9 x 2-inch
baking pan (spread as smooth as possible to
avoid high humps after baking.) Bake for
30-35 minutes until slightly browned. Cool on
wire rack.
In a large bowl, beat cream cheese until
smooth. Add 3 cups milk and pudding mix; beat
on low speed until mixture thickens. Spread
over cooled crust.
In large bowl, whip cream until soft peaks form.
Spread over pudding layer. Drizzle chocolate
syrup on top. Refrigerate until serving.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Test your farm’s water & well water
Farm water testing

Testing your tile, ditch or stream
water for nitrates is an important
part of your conservation efforts on
your farm.
A water testing program for
nitrates is being conducted throughout the state. Water kits are currently
available at Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) offices.
The DeKalb County SWCD office
has established dates for testing farm
water.
Farmers may bring in water
samples from 9 to 11 a.m.
on the following Tuesdays –
June 21, June 28, July 5, Aug. 2,
Aug. 23, Aug. 30, Sept. 20,
Sept. 27, Oct. 18 and Oct. 25.
Water samples need to be at least
eight ounces. Test results will be
confidential.

Dean Johnson tests a sample of tile water
for John Begun, Kirkland farmer. The
new farm water testing program, offered
by SWCD, measures nitrate levels from
tile, ditch or stream water. Begun says
the program is valuable to farmers for
determining whether fertilizer remains in
the soil versus ending up in groundwater.
With this information, farmers can
manage nutrient losses and modify their
conservation practices as needed.

This free water testing program is
designed to engage farmers in the
nutrient and water quality issues
facing agriculture by providing information on possible nutrient losses from farming.
By comparing water testing results to other known concentrations and
research results, farmers can begin to understand their own impact on water
quality and consider management practices which may reduce their losses.
Nutrient levels of runoff water can vary greatly depending on the time
of year, temperature, rainfall and in-field practices. A measurement of flow
would also be needed to determine the total nutrient loading into a water
body and a measurement of acreage being drained would be needed to know
the pounds per acre leaving the field.
This water testing program is being sponsored by the Illinois Farm Bureau,
Illinois Corn Growers, Illinois Council on Best Management Practices and
the Zea Mays Foundation as part of the Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction
Strategy.
For more information contact Dean Johnson at 815-756-3234,
extension 3, at the SWCD office, located in the Farm Bureau Building. ■

Rural water well testing

Rural residents in DeKalb County can have their well water tested through
a program offered by the Farm Bureau in August.
The water screening will include extensive testing for commonly used agricultural chemicals by Heidelberg Laboratories based in Ohio.
Water testing kits may be obtained Aug. 22-26 at the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau office. The water sample should be taken on Aug. 29 and be
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returned to the Farm Bureau office
the same day.
Water samples are screened
for metolachlor and alachlor
herbicides like Aatrex, Dual, Harness
and Marksman. Aatrazine, found in
Aatrex, Marksman and other combination herbicides, is one of the most
prevalent herbicides found in private
water supplies.
Other screenings includes nitrates,
nitrites, ammonia, chloride sulfates,
soluble reactive phosphorus, silica
and conductivity.
Cost of the testing is $85, payable
to Heidelberg Labs, when acquiring
a kit at the Farm Bureau office.
The water screening program is
being offered to Farm Bureau rural
members.
Test results will be mailed to
members and will be confidential. ■

Farm Country

DCFB urges passage of the TPP
DeKalb County Farm Bureau has
joined other county Farm Bureaus
across the state in backing the TransPacific Partnership (TPP).
County Farm Bureaus and the
Illinois Farm Bureau are lobbying
congressional representatives to
support TPP based on the significant
benefits it provides agriculture.
In a letter sent to members of
Illinois’ congressional delegation,
the group explained how the U.S.
continues to fall behind as other

countries negotiate trade agreements.
Key aspects of TPP explained in
the letter are:
• Illinois exported $7.1 billion
of agricultural products and $32.1
billion of manufactured goods to TPP
countries in 2015 and $7.8 billion in
services in 2014.
• Our state’s exports supported
about 345,050 jobs in 2014.
• TPP will help manufacturers, innovators, service providers, and farmers
export more, produce more and

thereby support more jobs in Illinois.
The TPP agreement, considered the
largest regional trade deal in history,
would eliminate more than 18,000
tariffs that various countries place on
American products. The U.S. represents one of 12 countries included in
the deal. ■

2017 Farmland EAVs higher
Farmland owners can expect a 10%
increase in farmland EAVs in 2017.
The Illinois Department of Revenue
recently published the 2017 farmland
Equalized Assessed Value (EAV) for
each soil Productivity Index (PI).
These values — used to calculate
taxes payable in 2018 — have been
certified at 10 percent higher than the
2016 value of a soil with a PI 111.

The 10 percent increase amounts
to $24.05 for every cropland soil
ranging from a PI 82 to a PI 130.
The increase applied to the 2017
value is the result of a 2013 legislative amendment, now Public
Act 98-0109. That law limits value
changes of all cropland soils to
10 percent of Illinois’ median
cropland soil PI, which is PI 111. ■
Source: IL Farm Bureau

New Section 6 FFA Officers

Congratulations to the newly elected Section 6 FFA Officers. They are: (from left) Chase
Clausen, Sycamore, president; Jenna Cowan, Indian Creek, vice president; Jacob
Beauchem, Indian Creek, secretary; Anna Drendel, Genoa-Kingston, treasurer; Alyssa
Pfaff, Marengo, reporter; and Megan Exner, Hiawatha, sentinel.

I-Map sigs delivered
You did it! Farm Bureau collected
enough signatures from members for
the I-Map amendment.
County Farm Bureaus throughout Illinois collected nearly 600,000
signatures which were delivered to
the Illinois Board of Elections last
month. It was twice the number of
signatures required for this ballot
initiative.
DeKalb County provided 277
signatures from members who
stopped by the Farm Bureau office
to sign the petition in favor of the
Independent Map amendment. The
constitutional amendment will be
presented to voters in November
calling for a non-partisan, independent commission for drawing state
legislative districts. If approved, it
would end the current redistricting
process controlled by legislators
with little public involvement. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Saying it again:

Study confirms GMO foods safe
Illinois Farm Bureau and the
American Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF) said a study released
recently by the National Academies
of Science, Engineering and
Medicine reaffirmed their belief that
genetically engineered (GE) foods

are safe for people and the environment.
A committee reviewed nearly 900
studies and reports published on
biotech crops in the last two decades,
sifted through 700 public comments
and had its findings undergo rigorous
independent peer review.
Tamara Nelsen, IFB’s senior
director of commodities, said the
findings were generally positive
for farmers, consumers and the environment.
“It was a thorough examination
of the scientific evidence out there
that clearly points to the advantages that we’ve known about for
years -- that there are no harmful
attributes of biotech crops for
humans, and there are no harmful
attributes toward the environment,” Nelsen said.
To assess the health effects of
genetically modified organism
(GMO) crops, the committee
compared epidemiological data
from the United States and
Canada, where foods made with

Raw milk sales legal

Illinois is among a dozen states to allow retail sales of raw milk.
Two years of tweaking raw milk policies in Illinois has opened the state to
legal raw milk sales, but only on the farm where it is produced.
The change comes as a result of a regulatory process involving the Illinois
Department of Public Health and the state’s Joint Committee on Administrative Rules. It marks a compromise that ends so-called milk clubs that were
known for making deliveries in the Chicago area by
prohibiting any off-the-farm sales.
Raw milk is milk that hasn’t been pasteurized with heat to kill
pathogens such as E. coli, Salmonella, Listeria and Campylobacter.
In Illinois, raw milk fetches $8 to $18 per gallon.
Under the changes, raw milk dairies making sales to the public
must warn consumers of the potential danger. ■

14

Connections

GMOs have been consumed since
the mid-1990s, to data from the
United Kingdom and western
Europe, where foods made with
GMOS aren’t widely consumed.
It reviewed incidents of cancer,
obesity, gastrointestinal illnesses,
kidney disease, autism and allergies.
“The committee concluded that
no differences have been found that
implicate a higher risk to human
health safety from these GE foods
than from their non-GE counterparts,” the report states. “The
committee states this finding very
carefully, acknowledging that any
new food – GE or non-GE– may
have some subtle favorable or
adverse health effects that are not
detected even with careful scrutiny
and that health effects can develop
over time.”
AFBF President Zippy Duvall
said the committee’s findings
support his organization’s belief
that a mandatory label isn’t needed
because foods made with GMOs are
safe. ■

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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60 Years of
Senior Scholarships

This year marks the 60th year of awarding Senior Scholarships.
Back in 1956, Farm Bureau awarded five scholarships of $110
each to students attending Northern Illinois State College (NIU) –
Janet McKenzie, DeKalb; Phyllis Kuppler, Somonauk; Janice Olson,
Waterman; Kalah Olson, Shabbona; and Richard Bark, Sandwich.
This year, 10 high school seniors were selected to receive DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Foundation’s Senior Scholarship of $1,200
each to apply towards tuition at colleges of their choice.
In 60 years Farm Bureau has awarded 1,110 scholarships to
high school seniors. Selection of scholarship recipients is based on
academics, leadership and community service, by a Scholarship
Committee.
Students receiving the 2016 scholarship are featured with a
listing of their high school, college choice and major. Farm Bureau
congratulates these college-bound students of Farm Bureau families. ■

Jenna Baker

Brett Bemis

Chase Clausen

Somonauk
University of Illinois
Agriculture Education

Sycamore
University of Texas - Austin
Actuarial Science

Sycamore
Kishwaukee College
Animal Science

Claire Emmert

Stephen Flaherty III

Justene Jennings

Sycamore
University of
South Carolina
Sports & Entertainment
Management
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Sycamore
Drake University, IA
Health Sciences

DeKalb
Kishwaukee College
Nursing

Scholarship Committee Chairman Mary Pritchard
(center) makes a scholarship presentation at HinckleyBig Rock High School honoring Jacob Morsch (left) and
Lindsey Cowan (right) as recipients of the Farm Bureau
Foundation Senior Scholarship.

Samantha Collins

Lindsey Cowan

Sandwich
North Central College
Choral Music Education

Hinckley-Big Rock
Indiana State University
Pre-Medicine

Jacob Morsch

Ethan Plote

Hinckley-Big Rock
Grinnell College, IA
Chemistry

Congratulations!

Leland
University of Illinois
Agricultural &
Consumer Economics Farm Management

Cancer Care
Close To Home

Family Health

From KishHealth System,
part of Northwestern Medicine

Cancer specialists at KishHealth
System Cancer Center, now part of
Northwestern Medicine, work with
patients to provide solutions every step
of the way.
A diagnosis of cancer is terrifying
enough. Factor in everything that
comes next, including the headache of
appointments to schedule and insurance
to figure out, and the battle can feel
overwhelming. Enter the specialists at
KishHealth System Cancer Center.
The moment an abnormal
mammogram is identified, the
KishHealth System team sets a plan
of action into motion, employing the
expertise of a breast clinic team, which
may include a medical oncologist, a
radiation oncologist, and a surgeon.
A patient navigator is on every team,
guiding patients and families through
each step of a tailored treatment plan.
“No patient is alone when embarking
on a cancer journey,” says Oncology
Certified Nurse and Patient Navigator
Jodi Diehl with KishHealth System
Cancer Center. “We are there to support
our patients, educate them, and help
them connect to any available resources
they may need. We are their advocates.”
Once a patient’s cancer has been
identified, the group will work together
to schedule a variety of treatments, such
as surgery, radiation, chemotherapy, and
endocrine therapy.
“All specialties are available through
this multidisciplinary approach, so
patients never have to travel far to
receive the care that they need,” says
Medical Director of Radiation Oncology
at KishHealth System Cancer Center
Amit Bhate, MD. “Our streamlined,

“No patient is alone when
embarking on a cancer journey.”
Oncology Certified Nurse and Patient
Navigator Jodi Diehl guides patients and
families through each step of a tailored
treatment plan at the KishHealth System
Cancer Center. During treatments,
cancer patients appreciate the tranquil
setting and beautiful gardens at the
Cancer Center.

proactive approach helps to
eliminate the anxiety that comes
with a cancer diagnosis.”
A commitment to delivering
quality patient care in a calm, compassionate, comforting manner is shared
by all Cancer Center employees. This holds true whether the patient is
interacting with a receptionist, a physical therapist, or an oncologist
administering advanced therapy.
KishHealth System Cancer Center is the area’s only comprehensive
cancer center, delivering medical and radiation oncology services,
hematology, participation in clinical trials, social services, massage
therapy, nutrition counseling and support groups.

Welcoming Dr. Bayer & Dr. Wan to the Cancer Center

KishHealth System Cancer Center is proud to welcome two physicians
this summer at the DeKalb and Rochelle locations.
Robert Bayer, MD, hematologist and oncologist, is moving his practice
to KishHealth System Cancer Center from the Northwestern Medicine
Cancer Center Delnor, in Geneva. Dr. Bayer is currently seeing patients in
DeKalb.
Alan Wan, DO, hematologist and oncologist, will also begin practicing at
KishHealth System Cancer Center. Dr. Wan will see patients in the DeKalb
and Rochelle locations, beginning on July 22. Both doctors are members of
the Northwestern Medicine Regional Medical Group.
To schedule an appointment with Dr. Bayer or Dr. Wan,
To learn more about services available at KishHealth
please call 815-756-5255. ■
System Cancer Center, visit kishcancercare.org.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Cyclists Ed Kuhn
and Marty Paul
enjoy their daily
treks through
farm country.

It’s a given that bicycling is a good
form of cardiovascular exercise and
boosts mental acumen. Two local
cyclists with farm roots also assert
that cycling provides a sense of
tranquility pedaling along paved
country roads.

Ed Kuhn - Farm boy at heart

Sycamore cyclist Ed Kuhn likes people
to know that he’s a “farm boy at heart”
having been raised on a farm in
Naperville. The grain and livestock farm
which his family farmed was displaced
by the Fox Valley Mall in the 1960s.
Some of Ed’s best farm memories were
driving his father’s and grandfather’s
International Harvester 400 and 350
series tractors. He owns a similar tractor
today, which he uses for utility work.
Ed remembers Naperville when it was
still mainly farmland. “Farms were
everywhere and we knew all the farm
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families,” he recalls. Then it changed, with urban sprawl. His dad left
farming and took a job with the park district.
So when Ed is bicycling in the countryside he thinks about his farm past
while getting some exercise. “I enjoy the fresh air, the sweet smells and
colors of the country. I also like to keep an eye on the crops,” he says.
“Cycling gives me a sense of freedom – to ride 15 miles in the country
and see only six cars. DeKalb County is a great place to live (and bicycle).
It’s like Naperville was in the 1960s.”
Ed and his wife, Karen, moved to Sycamore in the mid-’70s when Ed
was hired as credit manager for Duplex Products. Ten years later he started
his own business, Banners Up Signs, a successful sign company that is now
run by his son, Jon.
The business owner credits his entrepreneurial spirit to his farm upbringing. “The idea of being your own boss, or being responsible for your own
success came from the farm. You have to make sure everything gets accomplished; the buck really ends with you,” affirms Ed.

He cycles for exercise & to stay fit

Thirty years ago Ed realized that he needed to do something about his
weight so he started running while in his 40s. He ran regularly for 15 years
(with his DuPlex friends) achieving 10,000 miles.
But then his hip starting bothering him. Because of the pain in his joints,
he opted out of running and chose bicycling as part of his fitness routine.
“I was carrying some extra weight around with me,” recalls Ed. “Cycling
was a good way to stay fit and to do other things I wanted to do.” ►

For years he and a friend
rode from Sycamore to
Kingston for coffee and donuts
and then returned to Sycamore
to start their work day. On
weekends, he and a few other
cyclists would ride bikes for
“social motivation” with their
destination being a coffee
shop.
Ed became a more
serious cyclist participating in organized club rides in
Wisconsin and Iowa. He rode
in Iowa’s RAGBRAI weeklong
ride covering 400 miles each
time in 2008, 2010, and
2013 – the first year with
Team Spam from Sycamore
and subsequent years with his
brother-in-law from Kansas
City . Riding with 10,000 other
cyclists, he chose that particular ride because his wife,
Karen, is a native of
Dyersville, Iowa.

His cycling goal:
To keep on riding

Now in semi-retirement,
Ed rides about 15 miles each
morning, several days a week.
The 71-year-old rides by
himself noting his friends are
“too old to ride!” His roundtrip
bike ride extends from Sycamore to Cortland along country roads.
In the last 15 years he has biked over 30,000 miles on mostly paved
roads, and on some bike paths. He is an advocate for bike paths – to
extend paths to go further – while working with local park districts.
His goal is to ride his age in miles every year on his birthday. He
started this goal at the age of 60. Last year he rode 70 miles and this
year plans to ride 71 miles on that day.
Ed says, “I biked 1600 miles last year and I hope to do about the
same this year,” on his Specialized Roubaix Elite carbon-fiber road bike.
The Sycamore cyclist may be semi-retired from the sign business
but doesn’t plan to retire anytime soon from bicycling. ►
(Opposite page) Ed Kuhn typically cycles between Sycamore and Cortland
enjoying the country landscape.
(Above) Taking a break from his daily cycling routine, Ed Kuhn stops by
the Hartmann Farm in rural Sycamore. With farming a part of his past, he
appreciates the smells, sounds and sights of the countryside.

Local Bike Rides - Bike MS: Tour de

Farms – June 25-26, NIU Convocation Center,
DeKalb, sponsored by Multiple Sclerosis
Society. Bike route options of 15, 35, 50, 75,
100, 125 miles. Registration fees support
programs and services for people with Multiple
Sclerosis. To register go to: http://main.
nationalmssociety.org, 1-800-344-4867.
Biking with Beanzie – Sunday, July 17,
DeKalb High School, sponsored by Kishwaukee Kiwanis Club of DeKalb and KishHealth
System. Beanzie Road Ride routes of 23, 43,
63, 80 or 101 miles, or select the community
bike pathway ride of 3, 5 or 8 miles. Registration fees go to support the Kishwaukee Bike
Pathways Projects. To register go to: biking
withbeanzie@yahoo.com, 331-442-4166.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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“I would get on my horse and take
off, only with a canteen in hand,” said
Marty. “I would be gone for hours.
Biking takes me back to that freedom.
Having the freedom to be outdoors and
go somewhere is what I enjoy.”

She cycles for fitness
and for training

Marty typically rides between 25 to
40 miles a day and averages about 150
miles a week. She has ridden to all four
corners of DeKalb County and beyond
on paved country roads.
She rides alone on weekdays but then
is joined by thousands of other cyclists
in weekend club rides. This year she
plans to be in 12 club invitational rides
from summer to fall.
The club rides push her to bike the
distance – 62 miles. That’s why she
bikes regularly to train and strengthen
for the club rides. Marty also finds the
organized club rides rewarding. One of
her first club rides is the Udder Century
Ride held in concert with Harvard Milk
Days in June. ►

Marty Paul - She sizes up country images

When Marty Paul sets out for her daily ride on her Trek roadbike, she
asks herself each time, “What am I going to see today?”
Some days she notices colorful barn quilts painted on the side of a
farmer’s barn. These are of particular interest to Marty who appreciates the
stunning barn artwork. Other times she observes rustic grain elevators or
run-down barns, realizing some of these country landmarks are disappearing. She also might see a unique mailbox or stately windmill along with a
variety of farmsteads.
In order to retain these country images, she stops cycling long enough to
take a photograph with her Android phone. In these images, she incorporates a portion of her bike in the photo, usually the tire. “If I see something
unique I take a picture,” says Marty as she sizes up the countryside.
Marty also observes the farm fields that she cycles by and notes crop
progress that she shares with her husband, Lyle, an agronomist and crop
consultant. “I enjoy being able to report back to Lyle the progress of
fieldwork, planting or harvest in the areas I cover on any given ride,” she
explains. “He’s by his phone in case I have to call him for help (which I
never have), so in return I bring him news of what I’ve seen on my ride.”
Marty is in her element biking through farm country. Sometimes her
ride will take her back to bygone farm days. A Western Illinois farm girl,
she helped her parents and grandparents with the family farm during her
youth. She drove tractors and rode horses – she still has fond memories of
her Quarter Horses.
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“My body is one with my bike,” says Marty. “I need to develop strength
therefore I ride for training. I also have to listen to my body and understand
my limitations.”
Before she took up cycling, Marty was a runner. Her son, Mike, urged
her to run with him in several races. She ran for a few years until her knee
started giving her problems. About 20 years ago she took up bicycling.
“Cycling is good for the joints. Riding a bicycle I can go further in the same
amount of time running,” notes Marty.
It’s important to Marty to keep moving with exercise at the gym or on
her bicycle. “I need to be active. I need to maintain my weight and have a
healthy lifestyle,” she asserts.
The 68-year-old will tell you it’s not easy keeping up her cycling regimen,
especially having some arthritis. But she enjoys it. “I enjoy the challenge of
doing something that is very difficult – riding four or more hours at a time,
covering 60 miles in one ride.”
Last year she cycled 2,700 miles and her goal this year is 3,000 miles.
“It’s not just the miles but to work with my body, rather than against it, to
continue to be fit are my ideal goals,” said Marty.

Her enthusiasm extends beyond her bike route

Marty likes to encourage others to have an active lifestyle, especially bicycling. She gives advice to novice cyclists at the bike shop, North
Central Cyclery, which her family owns. “I love seeing the joy of a rider
who has just purchased a beautiful, shiny bike. A child can gain a sense
of responsibility by having a new bike and learning how to care for it
properly,” she said.
The Pauls acquired the DeKalb bike shop last fall.
The store is managed by son, Mike, and daughter-in-law
Justeen, both triathletes. Marty and Lyle help at the shop
when needed. Being a family of cyclists, they all have a
strong desire to provide service and fulfill the needs of
the community. They sell a variety of bikes – trail, road,
city, men, women and children’s – and sell bicycle and
multi-sport accessories as well as service bicycles.
The cycling family says the most important aspect of
your bicycle is making sure it’s comfortable to ride. At
the bike shop they have a Trek Precision Fit room which
helps determine the right comfort-fit for each person.
Marty’s husband and son are both supportive of

her passion for cycling. “It’s
awesome,” says her son, Mike.
“She is an inspiration to others
to do what she does in retirement.”
Before retiring, Marty was a
program coordinator at Northern
Illinois University for 25 years.
Her job involved interfacing
with teachers and incorporating
economics into schools. Prior
to NIU employment, she was a
physical education teacher.
Keeping physically fit is one
of Marty’s goals. To achieve
this goal she has upgraded
her bicycle, works out at the
local gym, and rides as many
healthy miles as she can. She
asks herself, “How many more
years can I keep cycling?” She
answers, “I don’t know, but I
have a new bike and it needs to
be ridden.” ■

(Opposite page, top) Marty Paul waves to motorists as she
cycles on Clare Road near Clare. Marty varies her cycling
route but typically bikes 25-40 miles daily.
(Opposite page, bottom) During her bike ride, Marty Paul
captures country images on her cell phone. Here she
snapped a photo of the rustic Elva grain elevator. She places
her Trek road bike (or a portion of it) in each of her photos.
(Right) A family of cyclists, the Pauls own the North Central
Cyclery bike shop in DeKalb. Marty finds enjoyment in seeing
others participate in the sport of cycling. Shown are: Lyle and
Marty, Mike and Justeen Paul.
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MOMENTUM
Our banking experts are farming experts. Most First Midwest agricultural bankers have a
farming background. So you’re working with someone who understands hedging. Grain inventories.
And what it’s like to put your livelihood on the line every year. And all that expertise is backed by
billions in resources. Call the bank that’s in the growing business just like you. First Midwest.
Bank with momentum. Want some?
COMMERCIAL WEALTH MANAGEMENT

CONSUMER

IS NOW
FIRST MIDWEST BANK

877.505.2265
*Source: American Bankers Association using FDIC data.

FirstMidwest.com/AgNews

Spend a day at Arlington Park
Spend a Saturday enjoying Arlington
Park and all that it has to offer – thoroughbred racing, well-manicured
grounds, and fantastic food.
Join DeKalb County Farm Bureau
in a day trip to Arlington Park on
Saturday, Aug. 27.

Upon arrival at Arlington Park, you
can head down to the paddock and
watch horses and jockeys prepare for
the races. You will be given a daily
race guide to learn more about the
horses and jockeys to determine who
you will pick to win each of the eight
races.
In a stroll of the grounds you
can also enjoy “Art in the Park”
that day with several artists
showcasing and selling their
paintings.
In the stadium, Farm Bureau
has reserved seating in the
Million Room, an air-conditioned room overlooking the race
track from the elevated platform.
The lunch buffet features appetizers, salads, chef-carved
sirloin, marinated chicken breast,
potatoes, vegetables and an assortment of desserts. Soft drinks,

Trips

beer and wine are also included.
You can place your bets throughout
the day from the betting windows in the
Million Room. There will be eight horse
races that day.
Farm Bureau will be at Arlington Park
from noon until the park closes at 5 p.m.
The motorcoach departs from the Farm
Bureau Building at 10:45 a.m. and will
return approximately 6:30 p.m.
The cost of this day trip is $100
for members, $110 for guests. Price
includes motorcoach, lunch and
beverages, racing guide, admission into
the park and the afternoon in the Million
Room.
The Arlington Park trip is open to
Farm Bureau members 18 years and
older. The dress code for Arlington Park
is smart business casual.
To register for this trip contact the
Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361. ■

Take a cruise on the Panama Canal
There’s no better way to discover
the colossal wonder of the Panama
Canal than on a cruise with Farm
Bureau in February.
Sail roundtrip from Ft. Lauderdale
and discover why it’s a must-see attraction.
Ashore there is everything from
Costa Rican rainforests to Old World
cities and Caribbean pleasures.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau is
making plans for a group cruise to
the Panama Canal, Costa Rica and
the Caribbean, Feb. 26-March 8,
2017. The 10-day cruise has been
arranged by Royal Travel.
Cruise package prices are:
oceanview $3,136; balcony $3,536;
or mini-suite $3,886, based on
double occupancy. Price includes
10 nights aboard the Coral Princess
cruise ship; round-trip airfare to Ft.
Lauderdale; hotel accommodation in
Ft. Lauderdale; round-trip transfer
from Farm Bureau to O’Hare; shuttle

transfers from airport to hotel, hotel
to ship, ship to airport; port taxes
and fees; six ports of call; cruise ship
food and entertainment; transit of
the Panama Canal; and Royal Travel
escort.
To find out more, please attend an
informational meeting on Tuesday,
June 28, 7 p.m. at Farm Bureau.

Please call the Farm Bureau office,
815-756-6361, to make a reservation for the meeting. Royal Travel
owners Larry and Kay Berke will
provide an itinerary and details for
the Panama Canal cruise.
For additional information and
to register contact the Farm Bureau
office. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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COUNTRY
Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Meet Katy Fillipp new
financial representative
Katy Fillipp of COUNTRY
Financial® is now serving as a
financial representative of the
DeKalb-Kendall-Ogle Agency.
Fillipp began her career with
COUNTRY Financial in November
2015. She recently completed the
organization’s extensive training
about the products and services
COUNTRY Financial offers to help
customers find financial security.
The training also focuses on guiding
customers toward successfully
setting and achieving their retirement
goals.
Fillipp, originally from Murphysboro, went to Southern Illinois
University where she earned a
bachelor’s degree in business and
was a member of the Women’s
Volleyball team. Katy and her
husband, Tyler, have lived in
Sycamore for six years.
“We fell in love with everything
this area has to offer, including the
friendly atmosphere and wonderful
people who live around here,”
said Fillipp. “We are truly blessed

to be surrounded by
such amazing family
and friends. This has
become our home and
we wouldn’t have it any
other way.
Outside of the office,
Fillipp is a member of
several area organizations,
including Kishwaukee
Sunrise Rotary, Sycamore Chamber
of Commerce and the Kishwaukee
Women’s Network.
“It’s a privilege to be associated
with these great organizations,” said
Fillipp. “I enjoy paying it forward
and helping others, it’s a great
honor.”
While leading a professionally
active life, the Fillipps also makes
time for their two dogs, Kane and
Murphy, as well as spending time
with family and friends. “It has been
wonderful to watch our family and
friends become parents and to be an
active role in their children’s lives. It
still makes my heart skip when they
call me Aunt Katy,” she stated.

www.countryfinancial.com
815-756-2014
0516-249
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Katy Fillipp

DeKalb-Kendall-Ogle Agency
Financial Representative

She may be over 300 miles from
home but Fillipp feels Sycamore
has welcomed her and Tyler with
open arms. “We look forward to all
the events in the area, including the
Concerts in the Park and Pumpkin
Fest. One of the reasons we enjoy
living here is because of the strong
sense of community.”
Fillipp can help customers with a
wide variety of insurance and financial
products and services. She serves
customers from her COUNTRY
Financial office at 437 West State
Street in Sycamore. Her office phone
number is 815- 895-2014.

About the COUNTRY
Financial® group
The COUNTRY Financial group
(www.countryfinancial.com) serves
about one million households and
businesses throughout the United
States and offers a full range of
financial products and services from
auto, home, business, farm and life
insurance to retirement planning
services, investment management and
annuities. ■

Walnut Grove Farm greenhouse opens
Step inside the greenhouse and you’ll see a nice
assortment of beautiful flowers. Look outside in the
gardens and you will admire the lush green vegetables
and herbs. All things green and growing can be found
at Walnut Grove Farm.
The 20-acre farm north of Kirkland is a vocational farm where young people with special needs gain
hands-on experience.
The Heinsohn family, owners of the farm, partner
with the DeKalb County Community Gardens, to
offer young people this opportunity. Gene Heinsohn
and Dan Kenney have been key leaders in the development of the vocational farm.
The Community Gardens program networks with
transitional coordinators at local high schools to train
and prepare students for involvement at the farm. The
farm offers agricultural and horticultural experiences
where young people can learn about raising poultry,
livestock, orchards, and vegetables. They also learn
about greenhouse management, plant care, sales,
marketing, flower gardening, seed germination, and
landscaping on the farm.
The DeKalb County community has been supportive of the farm project through numerous donations
from organizations and individuals and with help
from volunteers. The DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation for Agriculture provided a grant to the
farm to provide agricultural-based
training and experiences.

Scott Heinsohn and Gavin Crosby plant some flowers to grow in
the greenhouse at Walnut Grove Farms.

Recently, a ribbon cutting ceremony was held to promote
the opening of the greenhouse and plant sales. Greenhouse
sales finished up in mid-June but the farm’s produce stand
will be open soon. Also, herbs grown from the farm are
being sold at local Farmers Markets.
For more information about Walnut Grove Farm produce
sale hours contact Dan Kenney at 815-793-0950 or email
dkenney53@dekalbgardens.org.

Dan Kenney names a long list of
supporters of the Walnut Grove Farm
project during a ribbon cutting
ceremony last month. The new
greenhouse is now open and
being utilized for growing an
assortment of plants.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Ag Literacy

Children illustrate agriculture
For over 25 years,
DeKalb County children
have been invited to
illustrate what they have
learned about agriculture.
First conceived as a poster
contest in 1990, then as
a t-shirt design competition from 1993-2002, Farm
Bureau’s Food for Thought
placemat design contest encourages elementary teachers
across the county to incorporate lessons about agriculture.
Teachers employ a variety of
ways to help their students
understand food and farming,
such as reading ag-focused
books as a class, watching
farm videos, and of course by
hosting Ag in the Classroom
presentations.
Once students acquired an
Miah Alvarado won first place for this design illustrating her many connections to
understanding of the topic,
agriculture. Miah is a fourth grader from Indian Creek Elementary in Shabbona.
they reinforce and illustrate
what they’ve learned by creating
the Ag in the Classroom lessons which were presented by Farm Bureau
artistic placemat designs.
volunteers earlier in the school year.
Each grade level is assigned an agThe placemat design themes include: First Grade - “If I were a Farmer,”
ricultural theme that correlates with
Second Grade - “Thanks to Dairy Cows,” Third Grade - “Farm Grown,”
Fourth Grade - “I’m Connected to Agriculture,” and
Fifth Grade - “Agriculture Careers.”
A total of 50 classroom teachers submitted nearly 950
entries for this year’s contest. Winners, their teachers, and their
families attended a special awards night held at the Center for
Agriculture in April. During the event, winners and honorable
mention recipients were celebrated and their designs were
placed on display.
First place winners’ designs were printed on placemats to
be used in area restaurants. First through third place winners
received gift cards, and honorable mention recipients earned
special certificates. All entrants received participation ribbons
for their efforts. ►

Farm Bureau Ag Literary Committee chairperson, Marcy
Billington, presents an award to one of the students honored at
the Food For Thought placemat contest awards night.
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Ag Literacy

Placemat Contest Winners
First Grade

1st Place - Everet Hulthen
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Jan Foster, teacher
2nd Place - Adalyn Werner
J.R. Wood Elementary
Mrs. Jennifer Kulton, teacher
3rd Place - Connor O’Laughlin
Cortland Elementary
Mrs. Vicki Bock, teacher

Second Grade

Everet Hulthen

First Grade, Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Jan Foster, teacher

Paige Smith

Second Grade, Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Denise Myers, teacher

1st Place - Paige Smith
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Denise Myers, teacher
2nd Place - Cooper Rissman
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Susan Foster, teacher
3rd Place - Kara Napientek
Southeast School
Mrs. Mary Strohm, teacher

Third Grade

1st Place - Madelyn McDaniel-Loy
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Julie Lovett, teacher
2nd Place - Gracie Frohn
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Maria Carpenter, teacher
3rd Place - Luke Deutsch
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Maria Carpenter, teacher

Madelyn McDaniel-Loy

Third Grade, Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Julie Lovett, teacher

Miah Alvarado

Fourth Grade, Indian Creek Elementary
Ms. Joann Pardridge, teacher

1st Place - Miah Alvarado
Indian Creek Elementary
Ms. Joann Pardridge, teacher
2nd Place - Reagan Gibson
Indian Creek Elementary
Ms. Joann Pardridge, teacher

Placemats printed with the
winning designs were provided
to the following locations:
Barb City Manor, DeKalb
Culver’s of Sycamore (used April 22-24)
DeKalb Moose Lodge
Egg Haven, DeKalb
Hillside Restaurant, DeKalb
Hinckley Café
Martha’s Kitchen, Malta
Knights of Columbus, DeKalb
Lincoln Inn Family Restaurant, DeKalb
Shabbona Café
Sycamore Café
Taxco Restaurant, Sycamore

Fourth Grade

3rd Place - Madyson Casianon
Jefferson Elementary
Miss Brenda Woker, teacher

Fifth Grade

1st Place - Audrey Witte
Indian Creek Middle
Mrs. Mary Mokry, teacher
2nd Place - Jolee Larson
Indian Creek Middle
Mrs. Mary Mokry, teacher

Audrey Witte

Fifth Grade, Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Mary Mokry, teacher

3rd Place - Lauren Jordal
Indian Creek Middle
Mrs. Mary Mokry, teacher ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Prime Timers

Garage Orchestra returns to BBQ
Back by popular demand,
the Garage Orchestra will be
performing once again at the
Prime Timers BBQ.
This group of exceptionally
talented musicians will entertain
members with their musical selections on Monday, July 11 at Farm
Bureau.
The Garage Orchestra is comprised
of northern Illinois students who
play a variety of string instruments.
In the summer they have practices
at a local garage and a few nights
in a barn. The group consists of
both middle school and high school
students under the direction of
Amanda Nelson.
Some of the students from the
Garage Orchestra will be at Farm
Bureau to entertain members in the
theater at approximately 7 p.m.
Before the musical performance,
Prime Timers will hold their annual
BBQ beginning at 6 p.m. in the Farm
Bureau Auditorium. Registration
for the BBQ is being accepted at the
Farm Bureau office through Tuesday,
July 5 (see form on this page).

30 Years of
Prime Timers!
Help us celebrate the
30th Anniversary of
Prime Timers at their
BBQ on July 11.
At the BBQ, cake will be
provided with the picnic style meal.
Also a short program will honor past
and current committee members
and provide a brief look back
through the years. Then to top
off the evening, the
Garage Orchestra will perform.
Register soon for the BBQ
and help Prime Timers
celebrate 30 years. ■
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The Garage Orchestra

The cost of the BBQ is $8 per person.
BBQ meal choices are: two pork chops
or one pork chop and one chicken
breast, plus applesauce, baked beans,
cole slaw, roll, ice cream and beverage
prepared by 5B’s Catering.
Farm Bureau members 55+ years are
welcome to attend the BBQ and Garage
Orchestra performance sponsored
by the Farm Bureau Prime Timers
Committee. ■

Member Benefits

Save on Great America Tickets
Going to Great America in Gurnee? Want to save money?

Great America discount tickets are
Great America, located in Gurnee,
available to purchase at the Farm
is home to more than 80 rides,
Bureau office.
slides and attractions spread across
Tickets are $44.50 (one day
100 acres of land. It is home to the
general admission) for ages 3 and
world’s tallest, steepest and fastest
up, which is a savings of $24.49.
wooden roller coaster—Goliath.
Children 2 and under are free. These
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
tickets do not include Hurricane
offers discount tickets as a savings
Harbor, but are valid for Fright Fest.
and benefit for members. ■
Parking passes are also available
at Farm Bureau for
$25.
Great America
Pride in membership plus savings.
introduces a new
interactive 4-D
Save Up To 20 % at Choice Hotels Advance reservations required.
Call 1-800-258-2847 • Your IFB #00800614
thrill ride, Justice
To receive discount, reservations must be made at participating hotels by visiting ChoiceHotels.com or calling
League: Battle
800.258.2847, using the applicable discount code for Farm Bureau members. Rate is subject to availability.
Offer cannot be combined with any other offer or discount. Choice Hotels reserves the right to change
for Metropolis.
or discontinue this offer at any time. All Choice Hotels® properties are independently owned and operated.
Guests will engage
“ We saved more than $25
in a full-sensory
on our hotel stay during vacation.”
journey as they
battle alongside
super heroes.
FARM BUREAU
Riders will exMEMBERS SAVE
Pride in membership plus savings.
perience wind,
with discounts to these popular 2016 Theme Parks!
fire, mist and fog
Go to www.ilfb.org/member to purchase your tickets online using the information below.
effects, along with
Six Flags St. Louis
Holiday World
Raging Rivers
one of the firstUsername: ILFB
Username: Holiday535
Corporate Access Code: IF1601
&
Password: SixFlags8
Password: World535
Silver Dollar City
ever virtual loops,
(Numeric & Case Sensitive)
Adventureland
Passcode: 22612
Six Flags Great America
Create your account by
giving them the
Username: ILFBGM
using your e-mail address
feeling of going
Password: SixFlags6
(Numeric & Case Sensitive)
head-over-heels.
®

®

Rayitos del Sol dancers entertain

Prime Timers will be entertained by young dancers on Aug. 1 at
Farm Bureau.
Rayitos del Sol represents students ages K-12th grade from
DeKalb, Sycamore & Genoa. The community-run program uses
Mexican heritage to positively influence surrounding communities.
The dancers are affiliated with Conexion Comunidad, the cultural
center in DeKalb that aspires to develop program participants into
leaders who can give back to the community, inspire others, and
instill cultural pride among their peers.
Prime Timers are welcome to register for this program and the
August luncheon beginning July 11. Lunch fee is $7, payable by
July 26 at the Farm Bureau office. ■

Rayitos del Sol dancers
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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“Motherly Love”
Photo by Cassandra Campbell
Thirteen-year-old Cassandra Campbell shot this photograph of goats on her family’s farm in Genoa. Cassandra named
the newborn kid, Samantha, and says that the mother and doe spend every moment together. This was the winning photo
for the Share Your Snaps contest. Cassandra is the daughter of Farm Bureau members Burk and Christy Campbell.
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Infusing STEM, Ag &
Careers in the Classroom
This year’s Summer Ag Institute (SAI) kicked off
May 18 with a tour of the Center for Agriculture followed
by fun, informational activities and a review of the course
syllabus and schedule.
This summer class, offered through the Farm Bureau
and NIU, gives area teachers the opportunity to learn
about agriculture and how to incorporate it within the
classroom. The course features farm and agribusiness
tours, expert speakers, and ag literacy resource
exploration as participants continue to discover and
develop ways to infuse STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math) and career awareness in their
curriculum.
The course continues in June. At the completion of
SAI, participating teachers will have spent 40 class hours
immersed in agriculture!
SAI participants work together to define and illustrate agricultural
careers during the Illinois Ag in the Classroom workshop at Farm
Bureau. Shown are (from left) Carole Kolzow, Dana Timmermann,
and Cynthia Haug.

Share Your Snaps

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Monthly Photo Contest

Share Your Snaps is a themed,
monthly photo competition that allows
you to snap, share and
send your favorite photos to the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

Here is what you need to do...

These photos will be posted on our
Facebook page weekly. The photo
that has the most “likes” by the last
day of the month will be published in
the following Connections magazine.

3. Make sure your camera or smartphone is set to the highest resolution
for quality and your photo is sent at its original size. The submitted photo
must be the photographer’s original work.

The June theme is:
Family Fun
So get snapping!
The last day of this contest
is June 30. Watch for the
winning photo in the July issue
of Connections magazine!

1. The photo contest is open to local, amateur photographers.
2. Take photographs that capture families having fun and enjoying
time together.

4. Email your pictures to aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief
description of the photo and the story behind it.
5. Log on to Facebook and follow the DeKalb County Farm Bureau page
at www.facebook.com/DeKalbCountyFarmBureau.
6. Watch for your pictures to be posted on the Facebook page.
7. Click “like” on the photo you enjoy most, and share it with family
and friends.
Contestants agree that the final judgment as to all matters of the contest and interpretation of
contest rules are at the sole discretion of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

I can’t vs. I can try
Nothing makes my hair stand on end like the words “I can’t.” In my years of
conducting lessons, I’ve encountered more than a few children who, when faced
with a simple task, too quickly drop it in frustration and say, “I can’t do it.”
I also have a three-year old who’s learning how to put on her own clothes. I
hear “I can’t” a lot. Usually the words “I can’t” are tinged with a whine. Sigh.
She’s only three. I get that there are truly some things she isn’t yet capable of
doing. As a parent, it’s my job to help her find the line between “I can’t” and “I
can” and keep moving it forward. Take socks, for example. It’s much faster to
simply put a toddler’s socks on for her and call it good. Some days, that’s all I
have the time or patience for. But every time I do it is one less opportunity for her
to develop the skill and confidence to do it herself.
So when we have time, we talk it through. “Here’s the heel of your sock.
Where’s your heel? Here’s the toe of your sock. Where are your toes? Okay, so
when you put your sock on, your toes need to end up in the toe of the sock, and
your heel in the heel of the sock. Remember, ALL of your toes have to go into the
sock, otherwise it’s not going to work. Yay, Naya! You did it!” And she’ll do it
again, and again, proving she can.
Invariably, a few days later, she will
halfheartedly try to put on one sock,
I believe we should recognize
snag a toe in the opening, then whine,
and admit whether we can’t or
“I can’t do it!” And no amount of “Yes,
you can,” and “Remember, you showed
don’t want to learn something,
me you could do it yesterday” will
and not disparage the thing or
overcome her self-defeat.
those who do learn it.
Recently, I found inspiration to try a
fresh tactic. It was a Facebook meme
of the words “I can’t” written in crayon, then transformed with a different color
to read “I can try.” A lightbulb popped on in my brain. I decided to try something
new.
I first tried my new approach at bedtime. Naya got frustrated while trying to put
on her nightgown and wailed, “I can’t do it!” “Wait,” I said. “It bothers me when
you say you can’t do something. Let’s try this. Instead of saying, ‘I can’t,’ I want
you to say, ‘I can try.’ If you try and still need help, say, ‘Mommy, will you please
help me?’”
By golly, it works! (Some of the time.) Now, when she says “I can’t,” I give her
my “Oh, really?” look and she’ll correct herself, saying, “I can try.” She knows
that “I can try” means she has to actually try. Quite often, she succeeds on her
own or with just a little help. Parenting win!
Sometimes, though, “I can’t” really means “I don’t want to.” This is a harder
nut to crack. I’ve noticed this is as true for adults as it is for toddlers. But adults
are savvier. To avoid saying, “I can’t” or “I don’t want to,” they invent reasons
why they don’t need to learn new skills, new technology, or new information.
They attack the thing itself, as in, “We all got along just fine before smartphones
and they don’t work as well as regular phones.” Some go further yet, disparaging
users of new tools as lazy or stupid. “In my day, we didn’t need GPS because we
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Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordinator. Follow her Stray Kernels blog at
www.straykernels.wordpress.com.

knew how to read maps.” It’s a bit
like if my toddler threw down her
sock and said, “Socks are silly, and
people who wear them are, too.”
I’m not arguing that we all must
learn every new thing that comes
along. But I believe we should
recognize and admit whether
we can’t or don’t want to learn
something, and not disparage the
thing or those who do learn it.
Figure out, for example, if you find
social media frustrating because
you struggle to learn it (can’t), or
because you simply would rather not
deal with it (don’t want to). If you
realize you can’t, you recognize your
limitations. If you acknowledge you
don’t want to, you choose to limit
yourself. Either is okay. Just don’t
try and disguise those limitations by
expressing disdain towards the thing
or the people who use it.
Besides, whether you can’t or
don’t want to do, there’s no harm
in saying “I can try,” and “Can
you help me, please?” You might
surprise yourself. ■

Conserv FS is Buzzing on Bees
Conserv FS is taking on bees, quite literally, by planting a
pollinator habitat at their Zenda Service Center in Zenda,
Wisconsin. This effort is part of a growing movement to
rebuild pollinator populations, and in particular honey
bees, that have been dwindling in recent years.
“We planted a habitat this spring
because we recognize that pollinators
contribute significantly to the sustainability of food production systems,
the health of the environment and the
economic vitality of the agricultural
sector,” Dave Mottet, General Manager
of Conserv FS said.
Pollination by honey bees alone
adds more than $15 billion in value to
agricultural crops in the United States
each year and pollination by other
species can contribute up to another
$9 billion. In addition, pollinators help
wild flowering plants grow, making
ecosystems stronger and more resilient.
“Conserv FS is proud to be part
of this important initiative,” said
Leah Becherer, Agronomy Sales &
Marketing Manager at Conserv FS.
A sign marks the location of the
habitat. “We’re hoping others in the
communities where we operate take
notice and plant their own pollinator
habitats.”
Any size plot can attract and support
honeybees — from a wildflower
meadow to a window box – with a few
well-chosen species. Other important
agriculture pollinators, native to the
Midwest, will also benefit from the

www.conservfs.com

plots, including
Syrphid flies,
hummingbird moths,
leatherwing beetles
and bees such as
bumble, mason,
polyester, squash,
digger and others.
FS companies set
aside ground to plant
over 65 habitat
havens throughout
the Midwest in Spring 2016. Upon
establishment, the FS system will play
host to nearly 25 acres of habitat in
the first year of this program. A
combination of annual and perennial
flowers will provide nectar and pollen
forage all season long. Up to 19
different flowers recommended by
honey bee keepers are found at the
habitats, including Purple Coneflower,
China Aster, Basil, Corn Poppy and
Cape Forget-me-Not, among others.
These same flowers are often found
in suburban garden beds, borders and
other maintained areas to provide
a long-lasting season of color. The
GreenYard™ Honey Bee Wildflower
Mix was donated by GROWMARK
Inc. and is available at our DeKalb
Service Center on Webster Road.
Conserv FS’s pollinator habitat is
one component of the GROWMARK
system’s Endure Sustainability

Initiative. FS companies have joined
their regional supply cooperative
GROWMARK in launching a new
sustainability initiative called Endure
that reinforces the organization’s
commitment to sustainability,
recognizes and implements those
practices that help us all endure and
prosper over time.
Conserv FS is a member of the
GROWMARK System which is
headquartered in Bloomington, Ill.
GROWMARK is an agricultural
cooperative, with annual sales of
$8.8 billion (FY 2015 data) providing
agronomy, energy, facility planning,
and logistics products and services,
as well as grain marketing and risk
management services in more than
40 states and Ontario, Canada.
More information is available at
www.growmark.com and www.
fssystem.com. ■
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Center for
Agriculture News

Have you noticed new signs?

Residents of the East Branch of the
Kishwaukee River should start noticing
new signage next to the streams and rivers.
The DeKalb County Highway Department will be placing the signs along county and township roads within the
watershed in an effort to help the public identify the drainage systems that
take the runoff of water from where they live and work.
“It is important to understand that how you manage your property can
greatly impact that stream in your neighborhood in a positive or negative
way,” says Dean Johnson, Watershed Coordinator for DeKalb County.
In agricultural areas, farmers use vegetative filter
strips, cover crops and conservation tillage as an
effective best management practice to protect the
streams from sediment, and pesticide runoff. In residential areas, landowners can use rain gardens and
native prairie plants to help store and filter water
which then can be introduced back into the groundwater supply.
The East Branch of the Kishwaukee River, which
includes the Union and Virgil Ditch Systems, was
the first Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
approved watershed- based plan that was developed
for DeKalb County.
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Through funding grants from the
DeKalb County Community Foundation, the DeKalb County Government,
DeKalb Highway Department, Sycamore
Park District, and the DeKalb County
Soil and Water Conservation District, the
county has benefited from new programs
and projects. These programs are in
place to improve water quality for the
residents of DeKalb County.
Eventually every watershed within
the county will have a plan which will
be specific to that individual watershed.
Stakeholders, school districts and local
colleges will have an opportunity to be
engaged in capturing data, enhancing
educational curriculum and making a
difference where they live and work.
If you would like more information about DeKalb County Watersheds
contact Dean Johnson at the DeKalb
County Soil and Water Conservation
District at 815-756-3234, ext. 9488 or
visit: www.dekalbcounty
watersheds-il.org. ■

Crop certification

Acreage certification is currently underway at the DeKalb/Kane/DuPage
FSA Office. The annual, accurate and timely reporting of crop acres and land
uses, including prevent plant and failed acreage is required to qualify for
benefits from a variety of USDA programs.
All cropland on the farm must be reported to receive
ARC/PLC payments, marketing assistance loans, and
loan deficiency payments. Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) acreage must be reported to receive annual rental
payments and acreage reports must be filed to qualify for
Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP).
Crop acreage reports must account for all cropland on a farm. Reports
cannot be filed until the crop is planted.
Deadline to file acreage reports is July 15. Please call the office at your
earliest convenience to make an appointment to certify your crops. ■

Conservation buffer assistance

USDA is assisting organic farmers with the cost of establishing up to
20,000 acres of new conservation buffers and other practices on and near
farms that produce organic crops.
The financial assistance is available from the USDA Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP), a federally funded voluntary program that contracts with
agricultural producers so that environmentally sensitive land is not farmed or
ranched, but instead used for conservation benefits.
CRP participants establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species,
such as approved grasses or trees (known as “covers”) to control soil erosion,
improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat. In return, FSA provides
participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance. Contract duration
is between 10 and 15 years.
For conservation buffers, funds are available for establishing shrubs and
trees, or supporting pollinating species, and can be planted in blocks or strips.
Interested organic producers can offer eligible land for enrollment in this initiative at any time. ■

More FSA programs

• The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program provides financial
assistance for 55 to 100 percent of the average market price for organic crop
losses between 50 to 65 percent of expected production due to a natural
disaster.
Marketing assistance loans that provide interim financing to help producers
meet cash flow needs without having to sell crops during harvest when
market prices are low, and deficiency payments to producers who forgo the
loan in return for a payment on the eligible commodity.
• A variety of loans for operating expenses, ownership or guarantees with
outside lenders, including streamlined microloans that have a lower amount
of paperwork.
• Farm Storage Facility Loans that provide low-interest financing to build
or upgrade storage facilities for organic commodities, including cold storage,
grain bins, bulk tanks and drying and handling equipment.
• Services such as mapping farm and field boundaries and reporting organic
acreage that can be provided to a farm’s organic certifier or crop insurance
agent.
Visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic to learn more about how FSA can help
organic farmers. For an interactive tour of CRP success stories, visit www.
fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30 or follow #CRPis30 on Twitter. To learn more about
FSA programs visit the local FSA office or www.fsa.usda.gov. ■

Meet local food farmers
on Farm Stroll

Do you know where your food
comes from? Do you wish you could
get more of it from local farmers?
Well, here’s a chance for the whole
family to connect with the farmers
producing local foods in DeKalb
County.
University of Illinois Extension
is once again hosting the DeKalb
County Farm Stroll on Sunday, July
24 from noon to 5 p.m. About a
dozen diversified family farms will be
opening their farm gates to the public
for tours, activities, sampling, and
sales.
“So many people think of DeKalb
County as a beacon of corn and
soybean production, but there’s
even more to our agriculture around
here,” says Andy Larson, Local Food
Systems and Small Farms Educator
for Extension. “From fruits and
veggies, to meat and milk, to wine
and spirits, the amazing soils and innovative farmers in DeKalb County
produce lots of local food for people,
and this is your chance to see how it’s
done.”
The farms participating in the
Farm Stroll raise vegetables, bedding
plants, bees, lamb, cattle, shrimp,
wine grapes, sweet corn, pumpkins,
berries, and row crops, too! Just
choose which farms you want to see
and create your own route using the
map and brochure provided. The
Stroll is free, but bring some cash for
prepared foods, farm-fresh products,
and special events.
Follow DeKalb County Farm Stroll
on Facebook for up-to-the-minute
information, maps, and spotlight
features on each farm: https://www.
facebook.com/dekalbcofarmstroll.
Or contact University of Illinois
Extension at 815-732-2191 with any
additional questions. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Covered Bridges
of Parke County Tour
See the majestic colors of
fall and appreciate the wellpreserved covered bridges of
Indiana.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
and American Classic Tours have
arranged a three-day fall tour, Oct.
19-21, for Farm Bureau members
to Brown County, Indiana and the
Covered Bridges of Parke County.
On this tour we’ll travel to Parke
County, Indiana, known as the
covered bridge capitol of the world!
These genuinely-preserved, beautifully weathered and aged covered
bridges are simply amazing. You’ll
enjoy both the bridges and autumn
hues as we travel through the countryside with a local guide providing information.
Other highlights include: a guided tour through the hills and valleys of Indiana’s
largest state park, Brown County State Park; a visit to T.C. Steele state historic
site, home and studio of famed Hoosier artist; a stop at the historic town square
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of Nashville, IN with over 300 craft
and specialty shops; Gobbler’s Knob
General Store in Parke County and
Turkey Run State Park; Hardy’s
Reindeer Ranch in Rantoul, IL; plus
Hoosier hospitality, food and respite.
Also included are: hotel accommodations for two nights at Brown
County Inn in Nashville, IN; six meals;
tours, admission charges and a show;
trip insurance; all taxes and gratuities;
luggage handling; and the services of
an experienced American Classic tour
director.
The motorcoach will depart from
Farm Bureau on Oct. 19 and return to
the Farm Bureau on Oct. 21. Members
may leave their vehicles in the Farm
Bureau parking lot.
Cost of the tour is $898 double
occupancy per person; $998 single
occupancy. A deposit of $350 per
person is due at the time of reservation at the Farm Bureau office. Final
payment is due Aug. 15.
Stop by the Farm Bureau office for a
flyer and to register. ■

Pollinator
habitats.
Stronger
ecosystem.
Stronger
ag economy.
Pollinators contribute to the sustainability of our food production systems,
the health of the environment, and the economic vitality of the agricultural
sector. Conserv FS is proud to maintain its own wildflower habitat that
offers healthy forage to these very important insects. We’re pleased to
join our regional supply cooperative, GROWMARK, Inc., in supporting local
honey bee populations through the Endure pollinator project.
Learn more about this cooperative system effort at
www.fssystem.com/sustainability.
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