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Mark Tuttle is a 4th generation farmer 
from Somonauk and president of the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

On the cover: Garrett Post, Noah Holm, Garrison Govig

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Connecting to You
Connecting with Legislators

Connecting with members and consumers is important to Farm Bureau.  
However, after recently attending a legislative conference in Springfield, I am 
reminded that connecting with our legislators is equally important to all of us.

Whether it’s regarding agriculture, regulations, taxes or a greater cause, time 
spent communicating with legislators in Springfield and Washington, D.C. is 
critical.  We all lead busy lives and our time needed to voice concerns is limited, 
but we must communicate our beliefs.  And the time is now.  

During the next several months legislative sessions are being conducted at both 
the state and federal levels and the outcome of each session will have impacts on 
each of us as citizens and voters.  These impacts may be positive or they may be 
negative.  But rest assured, every decision made and every bill passed has conse-
quences and it is up to us to be informed.   

Knowing those involved in the process is the first step. To help you get to 
know your legislators, we have developed a legislator profile and each month 
in Connections we will highlight a state legislator representing DeKalb County.   
Through this profile you will learn of each legislator’s accomplishments and 
goals, personal background and contact information.

So I urge you to read each profile and become an informed citizen.  Then com-
municate with your legislators.  If you don’t, someone else may speak for you. ■

Features
 4 Farming in March
  Learn what farmers are doing in their shops to prepare for planting

 10 Why GMOs Are Safe to Eat
  Get the straight facts about GMOs and your food

 12 DeKalb County Tops in Soybeans
   Take a look at the newly released USDA yield data
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  Meet Farm Bureau members who share the value of their memberships



2     Connections

Connections
March 2014
Vol. 1, No. 3

Connections (ISSN 1091-4390) is published monthly 
by the DeKalb County Farm Bureau, 1350 W. Prairie 
Drive, Sycamore, IL  60178. Periodical postage paid 
rates Sycamore, IL 60178.  $2 per year paid with DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau membership dues. Postmaster:  
Send address changes to Connections, DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau, 1350 W. Prairie Dr., Sycamore, IL  60178.
© 2014 DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Staff
Greg Millburg

Manager
Mariam Wassmann

Director of Information/Editor
Rhodora Collins 

Ag Literacy Coordinator
Sherry Johnson 

Information Specialist
Jan Peabody 

Executive Secretary
Dava Wayman 

Administrative Assistant/Accounting
Diane Yunek 

Administrative Assistant/Membership
Tom Marsh 

Building Maintenance

Calendar
March

March 23 - 29
National Ag Week

March 31
Women Caring for the Land 

8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
RSVP 815-753-6365

April
April 7 

“Senior Scams” 
By Ann Carlson 

Prime Timers Program 
12-Noon 

$6, RSVP by April 1 
“M” & “A+” members

April 25
Amish Adventures 

Kingston, WI 
6:30 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.

May

May 5
Jim Gibson & The Greenbriar 

Mountain Band 
Prime Timers Program 

12-Noon 
$6, RSVP by April 29 
“M” & “A+” members

May 19
Fair Oaks Farm Tour 
8 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

$50 “M” & “A+” members  
$60 guests

May 26
Memorial Day 

Farm Bureau Office closed

Meetings held at the Center for 
Agriculture unless otherwise noted.   

For most meeting reservations contact  
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau  

office, 815/756-6361.

Visit us on the web:
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org

On Prairie Drive
       Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Follow us on facebook:
facebook.com/dekalbfarmbureau.aglit

Find the KERNEL  
and win!

Let’s have some fun while reading 
Connections! We challenge you to 
find the corn kernel in this month’s 
issue of our magazine and win a 
prize. Email your answer to  
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.
org by April 1 for your chance to 
win. 

When responding by email, the 
subject line of your message should 
read, “I found the kernel” and the 
body of your message must include 
the page number and exact descrip-
tion of the location of the kernel 
on that page. You will also need to 
include your name, address, phone 
number and age in the email.

Correct answers will be put into 
a drawing and one winner will be 
drawn to receive a $20 gift card. 
Good luck finding the kernel! ■

Spring Nuggets
Like farmers, we are all anxious for spring to 

really begin. The calendar says it’s spring but 
the frozen ground and cooler weather doesn’t.

In March and April farmers gear up for the 
spring planting season and then when weather 
and soil conditions are right they are ready to 
roll (hopefully by mid-April). But there’s a 
great deal of planning and preparation that goes 
on before they turn the soil and plant the seeds.

Now, farmers are busy servicing their 
equipment, making modifications and updating 
technology. They are analyzing field maps and 

making decisions about inputs, like seed and fertilizer. They are closing the 
record books for last year, making cash flow projections for 2014 and lining up 
lines of credit.  

Farmers are also partnering with agribusiness specialists for many facets 
of their business, such as seed agronomists, crop insurance agents, bankers, 
commodity brokers, grain merchandisers and others.  

We hope that you grasp a real understanding of this business of farming 
through our Connections magazine.  By identifying with farmers, we’re 
connecting you to those who provide your source of food. ■

Send magazine comments to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
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SOYBEAN FARMERS
       know how to grow soybeans.

DeKalb County Soybean Farmers have something to be proud 
about.  In 2013, DeKalb County ranked first in the state of Illinois 
in soybean yield with a county average of over 58 bushels per acre. 
Last year’s harvest was second best on record for the county.

Stan, Berkeley and Vaughn Boehne
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Seed deliveries,  
field maps finalized 

Randy Espe wears several caps as 
a farmer and as an independent sales 
representative for Pioneer Seeds.  
This is an extremely busy time for 
him receiving and delivering seed 
and working with growers to fine 
tune their field plans.

“We partner with growers to offer 
them both products and services and 
provide added value to their crop 
production,” said Espe.

His Shabbona based Pioneer 
business warehouses corn and 
soybeans, storing both bags and 
bulk quantities of seed for his 140 
grower customers, until the seed is 
delivered to farms. The trend toward 
bulk containers is becoming more 
popular with larger seed orders and 
equipment conducive to handling the 
bulk quantity.

Soybeans are stored in bulk bins at 
Espe’s business and then conveyed 
into seed tenders and used in the 
field. Another bulk option is 45 unit 
boxes of soybeans. Individual bags 
weigh between 45 and 55 pounds 
with 140,000 seeds per bag.  He also 
treats seeds on-site with fungicide, 
insecticide and other biologic and 
Rhizobia inoculants.

Seed corn is bagged with 80,000 
kernels per bag weighing between 
35 and 65 pounds. The bulk option 
comes in 50 units in “pro boxes”.

Shop Work & Seed Business

In his office or in local farm visits, 
Espe and his associates work with 
growers in developing and analyzing 
field maps and providing recom-
mendations on over 100,000 acres 
through Pioneer’s Field 360 mapping 
services.

“We write variable rate pre-
scriptions for each seed variety 
in each field,” said Espe. “And 
we offer farm-by-farm field 
recommendations.” More spe-
cifically, Espe considers each 
hybrid and variety and deter-
mines which works best for 
farmers based on the previous 
crop, disease and weed issues, 
and soil variability.

Most farmers rely on seed companies 
like Pioneer to know the product and 
make recommendations. “Seed has 
gotten so complicated (with a wide 
selection of genetically modified seeds) 
that farmers count on us to determine 
the best seed for their fields.” ►

It’s spring, finally! Spring is a time you will find farmers in their shops 
working on equipment and in their farm offices and sheds as they organize 
their field maps and seed, all in preparation for the planting season.

Randy Espe reviews field maps and seed recommendations with Shabbona farmer Carl Kuhn.

“Seed has gotten so complicated 
(with a wide selection of genetically 
modified seeds) that farmers count 
on us to determine the best seed for 
their fields.” 

Randy Espe
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Genoa farmer Eric Gabriel readies farm equipment for spring by servicing and making 
repairs to the machinery. Here, he removes clods of soil from his chisel plow. 

Espe provides a variety of crop 
services for his customers such as di-
agnostic analysis, and crop scouting. 
The next venture for Espe is to use a 
drone for scouting fields. He says the 
drone will fly over a 300-acre field 
in 10 minutes and with its video ca-
pabilities he will be able to zoom in 
to see plants up-close and determine 
how many Japanese beetles there are 
on one plant, among other things.

The seed business has changed 
dramatically in the last decade, from 
simply selling seed to providing both 
seed and services for growers, said 
Espe. “It’s our opportunity to be a 
full-service company for corn and 
soybean farmers.”

Equipment repairs, 
maintenance ongoing 

Farmers like Eric Gabriel are 
currently in the “spring cleaning” 
mode. From the farm shop, Gabriel 
has been working on equipment to 
get it ready for spring.

“We’re servicing all of the 
equipment and making slight modi-
fications to some,” said Gabriel. “By 
going over our equipment we hope 
that we don’t have much downtime 
when we are able to be in the fields.”

All of the tractors get the usual 
service work over with oil changes, 
air filters and tire pressure checks, 
plus cleaning. Tillage equipment, like 
their chisel plow, needs a real good 
cleaning since it was last used in 
December. Gabriel was knocking off 
clods of dirt from the chisel knives 
and tires in the farm shop at the 
Emerson Farm, Genoa.

Eric Gabriel and John Emerson 
share in the shop work, along with 
Eric’s father, Ed. The three have a 
cooperative agreement, each owning 
a mixture of red and green equipment 

The tractor, pulling the planter, is 
equipped with a new Precision Planting 
20/20 monitor which will provide in-
formation on seed population, spacing 
and down pressure on row units. “It 
should send a signal if anything is 
going wrong during planting,” said 
Gabriel.

The farm’s new self-propelled 
sprayer was winterized and now has to 
have the antifreeze removed.  It also 
will require changing from narrow tires 
to wider tires for spring. The wider tires 
help reduce soil compaction.

It takes about one month to have 
farm machinery ready for the spring 
season, notes Gabriel. He’s aiming for 
mid-to-late April to get started planting.

“In theory, it’s nice to say we always 
have everything ready,” said Gabriel. 
“In reality, we may find out we missed 
something.  It appears to be in good 
working order but until you use it in the 
field it’s hard to tell.” ■

and working together to farm land 
that they own or cash rent in the 
Genoa and Sycamore area. 

The John Deere 1770 planter is 
getting new drive chains, something 
Gabriel does every other year to 
avoid seed placement problems. He 
will check the disc openers, align 
wheels, check bearings and hydraulic 
hoses. Additionally, he will take 
the seed meters to a local coopera-
tive and have them tested with their 
computer diagnostics and make 
necessary adjustments to avoid seed 
skips or multiple seeds being planted.

“We can do most of the mechanical 
work ourselves, but with some of the 
newer computerized technology in 
farm equipment we have to take it to 
a dealer for adjustments,” explained 
Gabriel. Gabriel took some diesel 
mechanic classes in high school and 
college and also worked at a small 
engine repair shop before farming. A 
neighbor friend, who is a mechanic, 
also helps him with some of the farm 
machinery.

“By going over our equipment we hope that we don’t have much downtime when we 
are able to be in the fields.”     Eric Gabriel
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John Diedrich, Sycamore farmer

I recall a simpler time when I was the one re-
sponsible for storing my own memories and not 
relinquishing that process to a virtual machine.  

“Don’t delete my iguana!” 
As those words left my wife’s 

mouth, I knew exactly what she was 
talking about. My camera was now 
in the hands of Dustin and he had 
graciously offered to take our picture 
by the hotel pool in Costa Rica. If 
he pushed the wrong button then the 
previous photo of the largest iguana 
we had ever encountered would be 
deleted.  

Melanie wanted that photo. She 
took that photo. She owned that 
photo and she did not want to suffer 
the crushing blow of what I refer to 
as “Digital Disappointment” - that 
moment when all those ones and 
zeros just vanish into the thin air of a 
digital sky.

Our lives are now surrounded by 
this ever-present fear of loss, most 
often the result of our own well-
meaning fingertips.  

Farmer - “I know I put those 
headland swaths in this field last 
night, so why won’t my auto 
guidance recognize them this 
morning?” Office coworker - “Where 
are my phone favorites? I know I 
did not hit the ‘Delete All’ key when 
asked… or did I?” Me - “I know I 
logged into this secure site last week 
but now I can’t remember my login 
name… much less the password.”  

Instant digital disappointment!  
Thank goodness I answered those 
personal security questions and 
remembered that my first dog’s 
name was TRIX (cleverly named 
after a very sugary and colorful 
breakfast cereal). It is reassuring 
that the bitter taste of digital dis-
appointment can always be made 
to go down easier with a spoonful 
of sugary memories!

As a teenager 
growing up in 
the 1960s, I was 
enveloped by the 
fear of impending 
“nuclear destruction” 

at the hands of the Soviet Union. The 
solution - climb under your school 
desk and cover your head. Now that I 
am in my sixties, I find myself coping 
with the nagging fear of another type 
of destruction - an impending “digital 
destruction.”  Both involve clouds of 
anticipated loss - the first being the 
loss of my life and the second being 
the loss of my way of life.

We are constantly being told that 
sending our digital information to 
“the cloud” will speed things up and 
make it easier to share our informa-
tion and memories. There are digital 
cloud storage services that allow the 
user to store and access photos and 
files from almost anywhere, and even 
share them with everyone - all with 
the nuance of a single keystroke.  

I recall a simpler time when I was 
the one responsible for storing my 
own memories and not relinquishing 
that process to a virtual machine.  If 
I forgot something, I only had myself 
to blame – not a virtual machine. 
Perhaps that is why it is coming to 
this – machines that not only think 
for us but also remember for us too.  

Sounds like a pretty stress-reducing 
environment… unless you are like 
most farmers who are Type A person-
alities and need to be in control.  I 
like my technology working “for me” 
not “on me.”  
Another computer virus - 
Blame the virtual machine.
Error with the barcode reader at 
the supermarket - Blame the virtual 
machine.
Identity theft - Blame the virtual 
machine.

It appears that to actually blame 
ourselves is now considered as 
being irresponsible!   Digital failure 
is a new breed of animal that has 
escaped from that digital zoo in the 
sky.  Just try and put a saddle on it, 
ride it around and know for certain 
that you will be tossed and thrown 
to the ground when you least expect 
it.  Much like riding a raging bull, the 
hardest part is getting off and running 
away.  Digital hoof prints tend to 
leave their mark!

I am constantly reminded that I 
am just one keystroke away from 
becoming the next  “digital doofus.” 
See you back here in the not too 
“distant digital future.”  ■

John Diedrich is a 3rd generation 
farmer who grows corn & soybeans 
in rural Sycamore.
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Women who own or manage farmland in DeKalb and surround-
ing counties are invited to participate in a free conservation dis-
cussion and field tour entitled, Women Caring for the Land, on 
Monday, March 31 in Sycamore.  

Held at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture, it starts at 
8:30 a.m. with a continental breakfast and discussion.

Nearly half the farmland in Illinois is currently owned or co-owned by 
women.  More women now manage farmland on their own, as they inherit it 
from their spouses or parents.  Many women wonder whether they are doing 
all they can to improve soil and water quality while maintaining high agricul-
tural productivity.  Many are unsure of exactly how to reach their conservation 
goals and what resources are available to help them.  If they are leasing their 
farmland, they wonder how best to discuss their concerns and goals with their 
tenants.

Women Caring for the Land offers a women-only peer-to-peer, informal dis-
cussion format to allow women landowners to talk about their individual land 
stewardship goals and share information with one another.  Women conserva-
tionists will help facilitate the discussion and share resources that can help you 
such as USDA cost-share programs and other tools. 

Lunch will also be provided and an optional afternoon field tour will allow 
participants to view farmland conservation practices in the area.  The program 
will end back at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau with wrap-up and refresh-
ments at 3 p.m. 

For those planning on attending the afternoon field tour, there will be 
stops to get out and see conservation practices on farms.  An 
air-conditioned bus will be provided and also bottled water to 
keep you comfortable on the tour. 

Women Caring for the Land
Conservation Discussion & Field Tour

Space is limited for this unique 
opportunity so please RSVP to 
Teresa Bullock, American Farmland 
Trust, tbullock@niu.edu or calling 
815-753-6365.  If you have any 
conservation topics in particular 
you would like to discuss, please 
indicate with your reservation.

This session of Women Caring for 
the Land is sponsored by American 
Farmland Trust in partnership with 
the Woman, Food and Agriculture 
Network, DeKalb County Farmland 
Foundation, the DeKalb and Kane/
DuPage County Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts, the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau and USDA-
NRCS.  Staff from these organiza-
tions will be on hand. 

For more information, visit: www.
farmland.org/programs/environ-
ment/solutions/DeKalb-County-
Workshop.asp. ■
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Ron Johnson 
University of Illinois Extension  
DeKalb County Master Gardener

Seeds -  
Digging Deeper 

A plant sleeps in every seed, the 
life cycle begins and ends with the 
seed. They are the first link in all 
food chains from ancient times to 
modern times. 

A product of nature, seeds changed as 
the plants that produced them changed 
or were altered by many generations of 
human cultures. 

Driven by natural selection, coevo-
lution of pollinators, sexual reproduc-
tion and mutations, the diversity within 
flowering plants grew into hundreds 
of thousands of kinds or species, thus 
creating a genetic palette for people of 
the Neolithic into present time.  

Digging deeper, let us consider six veg-
etables produced from a single species 
of plant (Brassica oleracea), a member 
of the mustard family, the result of arti-
ficial selection for leaves (kale), lateral 
buds (Brussels sprouts), flowers and stem 
(broccoli), stem (kohlrobi), enlarged 
terminal buds (cabbage), and flower 
clusters (cauliflower).  Guess which one 
most resembles the ancestral wild plant?  
Don’t worry I’ll tell you at the end of this 
article. 

It was this example, among others, of 
artificial selection practiced by farmers 
and plant and animal breeders that gave 
Charles Darwin the clue to the concept 
of natural selection.  However in 1859, 
there was a major weakness in his theory: 
a valid mechanism to explain heredity.  
The answer came from an abbey garden 
as Gregor Mendel began his experi-
ments with the common garden pea. His 
discovery of “discrete factors” Elemente 
eventually became known as genes. 

DEKALB makes  
mark on seed genetics

DeKalb County has a wonderful 
seed genetics history beginning 
in 1912 with the DeKalb County 
Soil Improvement Association (aka 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau).  Then 
later came the DeKalb Agricultural 
Association, a company to become 
engaged in the commercial seed 
business.   Hybrid seed corn would 
soon out-yield the best open pol-
linated varieties by at least 35%, 
stand up right for easy harvesting and 
eventually resist certain insects and 
diseases.  

Company records show it took 15 
years to develop a hybrid ready for 
planting by the farmer.  DEKALB 
hybrid sorghum, wheat, cotton and 
later soybeans, sunflowers and alfalfa 
joined the “Winged Ear” seed corn 
brand which was introduced in 1936.  

DeKalb Ag became known as 
DeKalb Genetics Corporation and 
began inserting genes for desired 
traits directly into corn cells by using 
a “gene gun.”  BT corn, a geneti-
cally modified organism or GMO, 
is a product of this technology.  
Monsanto Corporation purchased 
DeKalb Genetics closing the deal in 
1998 and acquiring all of DEKALB’s 
seed corn production knowledge/in-
formation.  Worldwide there are at 
least 3,000 different varieties of this 
highly adaptable plant.

Heirloom seeds with  
local origins popular

Like today’s gardener many of those 
people wanted their own heirloom 
varieties which were connected to 
the growing conditions and culinary 
preferences found locally.  They grew 
what they liked and likely had family 
knowledge passed along to them; thus 
to propagate seed is to breed seed.  

Open pollinated species and their 
varieties produce progeny(offspring) 
that are similar to their parent’s gen-
eration, generation after generation, 
with small changes that do not occur 
abruptly. These are heirloom seeds 
whereas hybrid seeds are “one time 
only” for the most part and must be 
purchased new every year.

After receiving the 2014 seed 
catalogs in the mail, we may think 
that there are a lot of varieties or 
cultivars on the market, but in fact, 
there are hundreds less than a 
century ago.  

Traits like good flavor, vigor, long 
harvest season, appropriateness to 
growing conditions that are important 
to the home gardener are often 
replaced by those that have been bred 
for mass production - transportability, 
long shelf life, extremely high yield 
and machine harvesting.  

On the other hand, plants that 
reproduce by vegetative or asexual 
reproduction such as potatoes 
(tuber), asparagus (rhizome), garlic 
(bulbil), chives (dividing plant) have 
fared much better with quite a lot 
of heirloom diversity remaining.  
Heirloom plants are varieties that 
have been slowly selected and bred by 
regional gardeners and farmers which 
produce well adapted, pure, distinct 
types which for the most part can be 
saved and grown again. 

For more information contact the 
University of Illinois Extension Master 
Gardener office at 815-758-8194 or ui-
emg-dekalb@illinois.edu.  The answer 
is kale. ■
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Farm & Food

Local Scientist’s Perspective

Growing Safe  
& Healthy Crops
GMOs
Why GMOs are safe to eat
It’s been 20 years since farmers began growing genetically 
modified crops.  Farmers choose GMO seeds based on what’s best 
for their farms, market demand and local growing environments.

The Real TRUTH!
Genetically modified foods are among the most extensively 
studied.  There is no credible evidence that GMOs pose any 
threat to the environment or public health. 

So what is a GMO? A Geneti-
cally Modified Organism (GMO) 
is the result of biotechnology in 
plants, the process of making a copy 
of a gene for a desired trait from 
one plant or organism and using it 
in another plant. Only eight GMO 
crops are commercially available: 
corn, soybeans, cotton, canola, 
alfalfa, sugar beets, papaya and 
squash. GMO crops have traits that 
make them more tolerant or resistant 
to plant diseases, pests, extreme 
weather conditions such as drought 
and specific plant herbicides. These 
traits not only keep plants healthier 
and improve yields but can also help 
maintain or even improve the envi-
ronment.

What assurances do I have that 
GMOs are safe? The Food and Drug 

Administration and every major 
international science organization 
have reviewed multiple indepen-
dent studies and have concluded 
that GMO crops are as safe or safer 
than conventionally bred or organic 
foods.  Hundreds of independent 
and industry-funded studies show 
that GMO crops pose no harm to 
humans, animals or the environ-
ment. 

FDA also has confirmed that 
GMOs are nutritionally the same as 
non-GMO crops, containing similar 
levels of key nutrients like amino 

acids, proteins, fiber, minerals and 
vitamins.

Scientists have concluded that 
there are no links between GMOs 
and diseases. GMOs do not cause 
new allergies or cancers, infertility, 
ADHD or any other diseases. ■

Genetic engineering of crop plants is safe, predictable and precise. Improving the 
genetic make-up of crops used for food & fiber by all available approaches - including 
genetic engineering - is good for the environment, the consumer and the farmer. When 
faced with the challenges of reductions in arable land, increases in world population 
and the uncertainties of global climate change, we would be irresponsible NOT to use 
modern information and technology to improve our crops.

Dr. Thomas Sims is an associate professor of biological sciences 
and director of the Plant Molecular Biology Center at NIU.
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Food Favorites

Ingredients:
4 large eggs (may substitute with Egg Beaters)

¼ cup milk

1 tablespoon yellow mustard

Salt and pepper, to taste

1 cup cooked sausage or bacon, crumbled 
 (may use mixture of both)

1 cup cheddar cheese, shredded

2 unbaked regular pie crusts (not deep dish)

Country
Quiche

Instructions:
1. Preheat oven to 325 degrees.

2. Beat eggs, and mix with milk,  
mustard, salt and pepper.  Add cheese.

3. Slowly fold in crumbled cooked meat.  
Stir to combine, and then divide egg 
mixture between pie shells.

4. Bake for 30 minutes or until  
center is firm.

Recipe from Farm Flavor - www.farmflavor.com
Created by Farming Feeds Alabama Cookbook

Prep Time - 10 minutes
Cook Time - 30 minutes
Total Time - 40 minutes
Difficulty - Easy

Yield - 2, 9-inch quiches

This hearty breakfast quiche, filled with meat,  
cheese and eggs, is sure to satisfy.

Nutritional Highlights:  
Eggs contain more than just satisfying protein – 

they’re filled with 13 essential nutrients and  
phytonutrients for healthy eyes, pregnancy  

and brain function.



County has top 
soybean yield

DeKalb County claimed the top 
soybean yield in Illinois with over 
58 bushels per acre in 2013.

It was also a good year for corn 
production with DeKalb County 
ranking sixth in the state with 
194.2 bushels per acre. The USDA 
released county yield averages last 
month.
Soybeans - Last year’s county 
soybean yield of 58.4 bushels was 
second best on record, with the best 
being in 2011 at 59.8 bushels per 
acre.

The top five county soybean yields 
in 2013 included: 1st - DeKalb, 
58.4 bu; 2nd - Piatt, 57.1 bu; 3rd - 
Carroll, 56.8 bu; 4th - Edgar, 56.6 
bu; and 5th - McLean, 56.5 bu.

With the new yield data, the 
county’s five-year soybean average 
(2009-2013) is 54.8 bushels per acre.

DeKalb County farmers grew 
90,000 acres of soybeans last year.
Corn - The 2013 corn crop was 
the second best for the county at 
194.2 bushels per acre. The top 
yielding year for DeKalb County 
was in 2007 with a 197 bushel aver-
age. 

The top five county corn yields 
last year included: 1st - Carroll,  
200 bu; 2nd - Christian, 199.8 bu; 
3rd - Sangamon, 198.2; 4th - Logan, 
198.1; 5th - Menard/DeWitt counties 
with a combined average of 195.2; 
and 6th - DeKalb, 194.2 bu.

The county’s five-year corn yield 
average (2009-2013) remains at 
175.7 bushels per acre. The 2012 
yield impacted the five year average, 
being substantially lower at 159 
bushels.

Corn is the county’s top crop with 
240,000 acres of corn harvested last 
year. ■
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Farm Country

Operator and  
Land Returns

Operator and land return equals 
gross revenue minus non-land costs, 
and represents a return to both the 
farmer and the landowner. To il-
lustrate, take a situation where the 
operator and land return equals $320 
per acre and farmland is cash rented 
for $280 per acre. In this case, the 
landowner receives $280 per acre in 
cash rent and the farmer has a return 
of $40 per acre ($320 operator and 
land return - $280 cash rent). 

Operator and farmland returns are 
projected to be lower in 2013 and 
2014 as a result of lower commodity 
prices. Returns in 2013 are projected 
at $284 per acre in northern Illinois. 
Given trend yields, operator and 
farmland returns are projected at 
$245 per acre for 2014.

Cash Rents
Since 2006, cash rents have 

increased dramatically in Illinois, 
primarily because higher commodity 
prices led to higher operator and land 
returns. In 2006, cash rents across 
Illinois averaged $132 per acre. In 
2013, cash rents averaged $223 per 
acre, an increase of $91 per acre 
since 2006. Between 2006 and 2013, 
cash rents increased an average of 

Control farm costs with 
lower crop revenues

7.8% per year in Illinois.
To a large extent, the cash rent 

increases that occurred from 2006 to 
2013 period were justified. Revenues 
had grown and returns in agriculture 
were high.

The Current Situation:  
A Dilemma?

Average cash rents now are higher 
than 2014 projected operator and 
land returns. Take northern Illinois 
as an example. Operator and land 
returns averaged $486 per acre 
between 2010 through 2012, well 
above average cash rents. Operator 
and land returns are projected at 
$245 per acre in 2014. 

Northern Illinois farmland has 
a 190 expected corn yield. NASS 
county cash rent data is used to 
project an average cash rent for 
different expected yields. The 
average cash rent for a 190 bushel 
per acre expected corn yield is $286 
per acre. The $286 cash rent is $41 
higher than the $245 operator and 
land return, leading to a $41 loss to 
the farmer.

The 2014 projections are based on 
trend yields and a $4 per bushel corn 
price and an $11 per bushel soybean 
price. ■

Source: Gary Schnitkey, U of I, farmdoc

Corn and soybean prices in 2014 are projected to be much lower than 
prices between 2010 and 2012. Non-land costs are not projected to 
come down by the same amounts as revenues have declined. As a 
result, current projections place operator and farmland returns below 
average cash rents, leading to the need to reduce cash rents.
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Farm Country

Wanted: Crop Reporters
Farm Bureau is gearing up to provide its annual Crop Reporting Service 

and urging local farmers to be Crop Reporters. All it takes is a rain gauge, 
computer or telephone to share rainfall and any other information.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s Crop Reporting Service will offer weekly 
weather and crop reports on its website beginning in April. 

Last year, 19 Crop Reporters provided information which was posted to 
the Farm Bureau website for the benefit of local farmers. Reporting begins in 
mid-April and will continue through October.

Dave Yaeger, coordinator of the Crop Reporting Service, collects informa-
tion from the team of Crop Reporters and posts it to the Farm Bureau website 
on a weekly basis.

If you are interested in being a Crop Reporter contact the Farm Bureau 
office, 815-756-6361 or Dave Yaeger at dyaeger@mchsi.com. ■

Teaching kids how to work and play safely on a farm is 

the ultimate goal of DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s Farm 

Safety Camp. The camp is scheduled for Friday, June 27.

Rural children will learn how to recognize potential dangers 
present around the farm and develop respect for these hazards 
in interactive sessions.  The camp is designed for 8 to 12-year-
old children who live on a working farm, reside in rural areas or 
visit farms frequently.

Farm Safety Camp returns to Jonamac Orchard in Malta.  
Hours of the camp are from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.

Children will be exposed to 12 safety focus areas with 
qualified experts discussing important messages.  Safety focus 
areas include: ATVs, animals, bicycles, chemicals, electricity, 
farm machinery, fire, first aid and rescue, grain bin and grain 
wagons, hearing, lawn mowers and garden tractors, and semi-
truck/trailer safety.

Farm Safety Camp provides children hands-on sessions such 
as learning safety procedures while 
riding ATVs, using a fire extinguish-
er, administering first aid, operating a 
lawn mower, and riding bicycles safely 
in the country. 

Camp hosts are Mary Lynn, Jerry, 
Denice and Kevin McArtor.  The 
McArtors welcome campers to their 
orchard located on Shabbona Road, 
south of Malta.

Registration forms for camp are 
available at the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau office or on the Farm Bureau 
website: www.dekalbfarmbureau.

Farm Safety Camp for kids

This Little Piggy…
Sycamore FFA members brought 
their farm animals to the high school 
during National FFA Week for 
young students to enjoy. Sycamore 
elementary students visited the ag 
department to see the animals and 
learn more about them. Here, Lori 
Drake shows her pig to this young 
boy. The FFA had an assortment of 
animals, plus a tractor and interactive 
exhibits to tout local agriculture 
during FFA Week, Feb. 15-22.

org and from 4-H leaders. Forms are 
due into the Farm Bureau office by 
Friday, June 13.

Registration fee is $10 per camper 
or $20 per family.  Fee includes a 
t-shirt, lunch and materials.

For more information contact the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau office, 
815-756-6361. Farm Safety Camp 
is being sponsored by the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau with support 
from the COUNTRY Financial 
DeKalb Agency. ■
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Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordi-
nator. Follow her Stray Kernels blog 
at www.straykernels.wordpress.com. 

Stray Kernels
    Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

I feed my baby GMOs
After 16 years of marriage, two-thirds of which we spent in pursuit of parent-

hood in one way or another, my husband and I adopted a beautiful baby girl. 
During the time we were trying and waiting, we had innumerable conversations 
about how we were going to parent our someday child.

One thing we agreed on during those pre-baby parenting conversations was 
that we weren’t going to be crazy overprotective. What we didn’t anticipate, 
however, was the “mama bear” instinct that would kick in when we actually 
had our child. Nothing I’ve ever felt compares to the feeling of sweet, ferocious 
love that engulfs me when I hold my daughter close. I want to protect her. I 
want to do everything in my power to make sure she has a safe, bright, and 
healthy future. 

I worry about her exposure to the diesel fumes, paint fumes, and household 
chemicals. I get nervous when she is anywhere near cords or ribbons longer 
than five inches. Now that she’s eating solids, I compulsively cut up or smoosh 
any food she could possibly choke on. I stress over whether her meals are nutri-
tionally-balanced.

What DON’T I worry about in regards to her health? 
GMOs. Not even for a second. 
I know, I know - a lot of people DO worry about them. Heck, there’s a whole 

segment of the book, movie, media, and food industries focused on instilling 
fears over genetically modified organisms. I’m not biting, and here’s why.

I trust science. Good, peer-reviewed, thoughtful, thorough science. Not 
the debunked “research” which concluded rats developed tumors from eating 
GMOs. Not the Facebook memes that supposedly show that squirrels choose 
non-GMO corn over the modified kind. (Seriously?) I trust groups and agencies 
such as the World Health Organization, the National Academy of Sciences, 
and the American Medical Association, who confirm the safety of genetically 
modified foods. I trust my friend Tom who plays French horn two chairs away 
from me in band and who also happens to be a plant molecular biologist.

I trust agriculture. Modern, technologically-advanced, careful, sustain-
able agriculture. Not the foodies who would have us believe “big ag” is actively 
trying to kill us. Not the email from a friend which warned, “these products are 
virtually poisonous and can negatively affect DNA.” Not even the TV celebrity 
doctor who claims there is a global conspiracy to hide the truth about GMOs. 
I trust the dozens of farmers I know personally who grow genetically modified 
crops.

So, tonight for supper we are having chicken (likely fed with GMO corn and 
soybeans), sweet corn (probably GMO), baby lima beans, and crescent rolls. 
For the baby, I’ll cut the chicken into really small pieces and make sure it and 
the sweet corn aren’t too hot before I give it to her. I’ll give her one or two 
cut-up lima beans; so far she hates them. I’ll tear part of a crescent roll into 
tiny pieces. We’ll probably try her on a bit of whole milk (from cows fed GMO 
grain) in a sippy cup. And I won’t question for a moment whether the food I’m 
giving her is safe.

After all, scientists and farmers care about their children, too. ■



   DeKalb County Farm Bureau®       15    

Family Health

Prevent Allergy 
and Asthma Attacks

By KishHealth System
Your home could be making you 

and your family sick. If someone in 
your family has allergies or asthma, 
KishHealth System recommends 
taking these steps to make your home 
a healthier place. Start by getting rid 
of these common causes of attacks:

• Mold or dampness
• Dust mites (tiny bugs that live in 

dust)
• Pets with fur, including cats and 

dogs
• Cockroaches (roaches and their 

droppings may cause asthma)
• Rodents (mice and rats)
• Secondhand smoke
• Wood smoke
Follow these simple steps to make 

your home a healthier place.

Start in the bedroom
• Cover your mattresses and 

pillows in “dust proof” covers.
• Take all your bedding to a com-

mercial laundry to be washed in very 
hot water (at least 130 °F) once a 
week.

• Keep stuffed animals off the bed.
• If possible, remove all carpets. 

It’s easier to keep bare floors clean.

Control moisture  
to prevent mold

Mold can start to grow in wet or 
damp places within 24 to 48 hours. 
Keep your home dry to prevent mold.

• If you have a water leak, clean 
up the water right away. Then fix the 
leak.

• Run the bathroom fan or open the 
window when you take a shower.

• Use a de-humidifier or air con-
ditioner to keep the humidity level in 
your home between 30 and 60 percent.

What if the air in  
my home is too dry?

While moist (wet) air can lead 
to mold, dry air can be uncom-
fortable. If the air in your home 
is dry in the winter, you can use 
a humidifier. Just be sure to still 
keep the humidity level between 
30 and 60 percent.

Keep pests out 
of your home

Cockroaches, their droppings, 
and rodents (mice and rats) can 
trigger asthma attacks. Take these 
steps to help prevent pests:

• Fix leaks in sinks and toilets.
• Put trays under your plants, 

radiators, and refrigerator. Check 
the trays for water and clean them 
often.

• Store food (including pet 
food) in closed containers.

• Clean up crumbs and spills 
right away.

• Fill in cracks or holes that 
could be good indoor hiding 
places for pests.

• Put screens in your windows 
and doors.

• If you see roaches or rodents, 
call a pest control company.

Avoid burning wood 
inside your home

Breathing too much smoke 
from a wood-burning stove or 
fireplace can cause an asthma 
attack. If you can avoid it, don’t 
burn wood in your home.

Make a no-smoking 
rule in your home

Cigarette smoke, including sec-
ondhand smoke, can cause an asthma 
or allergy attack. Ask your guests to 
smoke outside. If you smoke, make a 
plan to quit today. ■

Time to  
Quit Tobacco
Smoking cessation classes

Are you ready to overcome 
your addiction to tobacco? This 
class is for smokers or spit 
tobacco users who are ready to 
improve their health and take 
control of their lives. It’s free if 
you have taken a KishHealth 
System quit smoking class in the 
last year. Bring a friend.

Tuesdays, April 29- May 20, 
6:30-8 p.m.

Kishwaukee Hospital, DeKalb 
$25, refundable if all  

classes are attended
Register at:  

www.kishprograms.org  
or call 815-748-8962.
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Indian Creek Guard Noah Holm 
says playing basketball and raising 
cattle are all about “growing 
bonds” on the basketball court 
with his fellow teammates and in 
the stalls with his beef cattle. “It 

takes teamwork. I 
can’t do it myself 
but together we 
can make things 
happen.”

Holm has had 
success as a 
starter for Indian 

Creek and also has done well 
on the show circuit with his 
heifers and steers. He credits 
his family, friends and fellow 
beef producers for helping him 
show beef champions. 

Braden Watson
Freshman, Hiawatha, 15 yrs. 
Point Guard, 5’6”
Best Moments: First game of the season 
against Rockford and playing against a 
cousin at Indian Creek
Braden is a three-sport player -  
basketball, baseball, football - and 
shows steers and chickens.
Parents: Nathan & Dawn Myelle-Watson

It’s March Madness! Looking back on 
the basketball season, rural high school 
athletes share their perspectives of 
playing basketball and raising livestock.

March
  Madness Playing Basketball & Raising Livestock

“Cats and dogs may be 
 man’s best friend, but 
 for me it’s cattle.” 

Garrett Post, Shabbona

“Hard work pays off (in basketball 
and livestock),” Holm says.“It’s what 
you do to get to the winner’s circle.”

Garrett Post agrees with his friend 
and teammate Holm, who both like 
to win at beef shows and win bas-
ketball games. The Timberwolves 
forward compares basketball referees 
to cattle judges stating, “Each one 
has different opinions (about game 
calls or cattle show placings). You 
win some and you lose some,” said 
Post. “But you just have to keep your 
head up and move on.”

Post broke the school record with 
the most rebounds (253) in a season 
at Indian Creek High School. “It’s 
been a good year,” said Post. “I’ve 
had fun and created some great 
friendships with my teammates.”

But off of the basketball court Post 
spends an incredible amount of time 
working with his steers as well as 
working for a local beef producer. 
After school and on weekends he 
helps with all aspects of maintaining 
a 50 cow-calf herd. ►
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Bailey Hunt
Sophomore, Sycamore, 15 yrs. 
Center, 6’4”
Best Moments: Being part of the team 
and playing with the same group of 
players
Bailey plays basketball and football  
and also raises pigs and chickens.
Parents: Greg & Jackie Hunt

Olivia Harvell
Freshman, Indian Creek, 14 yrs. 
Guard, 5’ 6”
Personal Best: Making a buzzer beater 3-point shot playing varsity 
against Genoa-Kingston; leading scorer in varsity game against Newark
Olivia’s sports are basketball and softball and she loves her horses and 
beef cattle.
Parents: Wally & Laura Harvell

“I’ve learned a great deal about 
beef cattle including responsibility,” 
said Post. “You have to treat them 
with respect and make sure they have 
the proper feed, water and bedding.”

Garrison Govig knows exactly 
what Post is talking about because 
he, too, raises steers as 4-H and 
FFA projects and shows them at 
several fairs. “It’s been rewarding,” 
said Govig, “and each year has 
been better than the last.” Besides 
showing, he also helps his father 
with their feedlot cattle.

The Indian Creek center starts 
alongside Post and Holm and has 
contributed to their 22-8 winning 
basketball season and regional cham-
pionship. Govig has a “Go Get ‘Em” 
attitude about basketball. He was 
named one of the top local basketball 
players by the Daily Chronicle.

“Being part of the team and 
playing with the same group of guys 
for the past several years” is what 
Sycamore Spartans Center Bailey 
Hunt enjoys most about basketball.
Hunt plays on the sophomore team 
and is proud of their 20-4 season. 

Harvell spends time at home 
working with her two quarter 
horses, and her two beef steers, 
which she takes on the show circuit 
throughout the year. “I love my 
horses and steers,” says Harvell. 

“I rely on them and trust them. 
It’s a bond we have.” Harvell hopes 
to continue her interest in livestock 
and farming after high school and 
college. ►

But before and after games you’ll 
find Hunt working with his pigs and 
chickens.

Hunt raises Berkshire and 
crossbred pigs along with Plymouth 
White Rock chickens, East Indie 
ducks, Modern Game Birchens and 
Cornish crossbred meat birds. He 
shows them at county and state fairs.

“The key is starting with good 
genetics and knowing how to feed 
and take care of the animals,” said 
Hunt. “And you have to work with 
them to get them ready for the 
shows.” His hard work has paid off; 
he won Grand Champion Meat Pen 
at the Illinois State Fair and Grand 
Champion Poultry of Show at the 
DeKalb County 4-H Fair last year.  

Freshman Olivia Harvell has been 
raising livestock and playing basket-
ball since she was about seven years 
old.  At home she would shoot hoops 
with her older brother in their farm 
shop and then later work alongside 
him in the cattle shed. 

The Indian Creek guard starts on 
the sophomore team and also plays 
varsity. She says her strengths are 

“bringing the ball 
up the court and 
running plays under 
pressure.” She helped 
the varsity girls’ 
team take first place 
at regionals and 
finish with a winning 
record.

 “The key is starting with good genetics and knowing how to feed 

and take care of the animals.” 

Bailey Hunt, Sycamore
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Hiawatha Hawks point guard 
Braden Watson says sports and 
livestock go hand-in-hand with 
his family. His parents were high 
school athletes so it was natural for 
him to be interested in basketball 
at a young age. “It’s fun and keeps 
me in shape,” said Watson, who 

“Hard work pays off  

(in basketball and  

livestock). It’s what 

you do to get to the 

winner’s circle.” 

Noah Holm, Lee

also plays baseball and football 
at Hiawatha High School in 
Kirkland. 

After games and practices, 
Watson takes care of his beef 
steers along with a small cow-calf 
herd on his family’s farm. He 
also raises chickens and shows 

Garrett Post
Senior, Indian Creek, 17 yrs. 
Forward, 6’6”
Personal Best: 23 points, 17 rebounds 
against Luther North; broke school record 
with 253 rebounds
Garrett juggles basketball with cattle 
chores and works for a beef producer.
Parents: Pete Post & Lisa Post

Noah Holm
Senior, Indian Creek, 17 yrs. 
Point Guard, 5’10”
Personal Best: 20 points, 8 assists  
against Polo
When Noah’s not playing basketball he’s 
working with his beef cattle
Parents: Scott & Kim Holm

Garrison Govig
Senior, Indian Creek, 17 yrs. 
Center, 6’9”
Personal Best: 26 points against 
Annawan; 20 rebounds against Dixon; 
scored over 1,000 points in varsity 
career; named one of the top three  
basketball players by the Daily Chronicle.
Besides basketball, Garrison enjoys 
raising beef cattle
Parents: Jim & Lisa Govig

both his chickens and crossbred 
steers at the 4-H and FFA fairs 
in the summer. Watson credits 
his grandpa, father and brother 
for helping him with his animal 
projects. 

“It’s a good life experience 
working with beef cattle,”  
said Watson. ■

Playing Basketball & Raising Livestock
continued

March
  Madness

Playing Basketball & Raising Livestock
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Does Your Portfolio  
Need A Spring Cleaning?
It’s spring – time to clean house and get ready for the 
warmer days ahead.  This year, don’t stop at the windows 
and back porch – tidy up your investment portfolio as well.

Dan Howes, Mike Shipley

Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Dan Howes, Mike Shipley 
COUNTRY Financial Representatives

COUNTRY
Thoughts

www.countryfinancial.com
daniel.howes@countryfinancial.com 

michael.shipley@countryfinancial.com 
815/756-3377

0214-131

Every portfolio needs a periodic 
review.  And there’s no time like the 
present to make sure that your invest-
ments aren’t collecting dust.  At the 
same time, you can ensure that you’re 
on the right track to meet your goals.  
So, gather your investment records 
and get ready to spruce up your 
portfolio.

Organize Your Objectives
Start by examining your long-term 

goals.  Are you satisfied with the 
progress you’ve made toward each 
of your goals?  If not, you may need 
to alter your mix of investments and/
or increase your savings rate.  You 
also should make sure that your goals 
are realistic and the timeframe for 
achieving those goals is reasonable.

Assess Your Allocation
Next, look at your portfolio’s 

current division of investments.  
Changing market values may have 

moved your portfolio’s 
asset allocation away from 
your target allocation.  You 
can restore your portfolio 
mix by buying and selling 
individual securities or funds or by 
changing how you invest new money.  
Rebalancing is a way to keep your 
portfolio in line with your overall risk 
tolerance and long-term goals.

Dust Off Diversification
It’s also a good idea to make sure 

your portfolio is well diversified.  A 
portfolio spread among the major 
asset classes – stocks, bonds, and 
money market securities – as well 
as among different market sectors, 
companies of different sizes, and 
bonds with various maturities can 
help reduce risk while still offering 
the potential for gain.  Check your 
portfolio for duplicate holdings – in 
the same stock, in the same industry, 
or in investments with similar 
“styles” (for example, growth or 
value stocks).  The benefits of diver-
sification can be diminished if your 
portfolio includes too many invest-
ments with similar characteristics.

Polish Up Performance
No portfolio review is complete 

without evaluating past performance.  
One way to check the performance 

of an investment is to compare its 
returns to the returns of similar in-
vestments over the same periods.  For 
example, you might refer to a large 
company stock index, such as the 
S&P 500, to gauge how well your 
large company stock fund is perform-
ing.  Look at the performance of your 
investments over various periods and 
during both up and down markets.

Experience Is Essential
Few individual investors have 

the time or desire to closely follow 
market trends and frequently review 
their portfolios on their own.  We can 
help.  Let the investment profession-
als at COUNTRY Trust Bank do the 
investing for you through our Journey 
Series of asset management services.  
Whether you’re a beginning investor 
or have a large investment portfolio, 
we’ve got the expertise to meet your 
needs.  Give us a call to find out 
more. ■

Investment management, retirement, trust, and 
planning services provided by COUNTRY Trust 
Bank®.  Not FDIC Insured, No Bank Guarantee, 
May Lose Value.
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Nobody seems to remember 
exactly when dairy farmers  
Otto Heisner and Bill Deutsch 
first teamed up to present Ag in 
the Classroom lessons. They 
both agree it must have been in 
the early to mid-‘90s. Back then, 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
offered one in-class lesson,  
“Plant a Seed,” for first grade 
classes. Otto and Bill were there.

Additional classroom presenta-
tions were added as the years passed. 
Remember the old Food Guide 
Pyramid? The second grade lesson, 
“Pizza Pyramid,” tied the Food 
Guide Pyramid to pizza ingredients, 
with students learning how farmers 
provide the ingredients in each food 
group. Otto and Bill were there. 

By 2002, “Pizza Pyramid” had run 
its course and was replaced by a new 
lesson, “From Cow to Ice Cream.” 
A pilot presentation was conducted 
to iron out any kinks, and then the 
lesson was refined and offered to all 
second grades. Otto and Bill were 
there. 

Today, 13 years after “From Cow to 
Ice Cream” was launched, Otto and 
Bill are still here, and just as passion-
ate about educating students—and 
their teachers and parents—about ag-
riculture, especially dairy farming. 

Giving over 100 dairy presenta-
tions in 13 years means the pair has 
honed their classroom management 
skills and developed a deep appre-
ciation for teachers whose students 
are well-managed. Bill points out 
that they always specify that students 
raise their hands instead of simply 

DYNAMIC

Otto Heisner and Bill Deutsch recently 
demonstrated the ice cream-making 
process in a “From Cow to Ice Cream” 
presentation at West Elementary, 
Sycamore. This is the 13th  year the 
duo has presented the dairy lesson for 
second graders.

calling out questions or answers. 
Otto expresses gratitude for teachers 
who “make the students mind.” He 
continues, “That’s respectful. It makes 
us feel good about doing this.”

The pair has also racked up a variety 
of classroom anecdotes ranging from 
run-of-the-mill to hilarious. Common 
occurrences include kids who ask 
where chocolate milk comes from, 
beg for more ice cream, or announce, 
“I’m getting a brain freeze!” 

Both farmers laugh as they recall 
snafus like the unrefined (mined) rock 
salt they used one year; minerals in 
the salt turned the ice water black and 
unappealing. They had to reassure 
students that the ice water doesn’t 
come in contact with the ice cream 
itself. “Nothing ever goes perfectly,” 
says Otto. “You just go with the flow.”

Bill and Otto’s educational efforts 
don’t stop with their Ag in the 
Classroom participation. Both are 
deeply involved in other projects to 

help people of all ages understand 
dairy production. Otto hosts many 
school field trips on his farm, giving 
hundreds of students a first-hand look 
at dairy farming each school year. 

Bill is active in a number of dairy 
organizations like the Illinois Milk 
Producers Association (IMPA) and 
the Illinois division of the Midwest 
Dairy Association (MDA). Both 
have been involved in the Kishwau-
kee Dairy Herd Improvement As-
sociation, MDA’s People Behind the 
Product program, and helping with 
Maggie the Cow – a life-sized fiber-
glass cow which can be “milked” 
and is used at the Sandwich Fair and 
other venues. ►

Two local dairy farmers educate 
thousands of kids about agricultureDairy Duo



Otto & Bill in the Classroom  By the Numbers
109 “From Cow to Ice Cream” presentations delivered by 

  Otto and/or Bill since the program’s launch in 2002
2,500 Second graders reached by those presentations

625 Bags of ice cream prepared and eaten 
  (each bag serves 4-5 children)

80 Gallons of milk and cream used to make all that ice cream
At least 1 Student in each class who asks if brown cows give chocolate milk
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Otto Heisner conducts a “Plant a Seed” lesson 
for first graders in the early 1990s.

Bill Deutsch teaches second graders how farmers provide pizza ingredients 
during a “Pizza Pyramid” lesson in the mid-to-late ‘90s.

Wherever and whenever they teach 
about dairy farming, Otto and Bill 
want people to remember a few key 
messages. After experiencing the 

“From Cow to Ice Cream” Ag in the 
Classroom presentation, Otto hopes 
kids drink milk or eat ice cream and 
remember farmers, thinking, “Mr. 

2014 Summer Ag Institute for Teachers
“Teaching STEM & Next Generation Science Standards through Agriculture”

An NIU graduate course for K-12 educators

Class meeting dates: 
May 21, 28 & June 4, 5 - 8 p.m. 

June 17-20, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Some course highlights:
• “Modern Agriculture Is Next Generation Science” workshop presented by  

Kevin Daugherty of Illinois Ag in the Classroom
• “Miracle Crops or Frankenfoods” lecture by Tom Sims, Associate Professor of  

Biological Sciences, NIU
• Tours of local farms to investigate modern crop and livestock production technology
• Tour of the Lee-DeKalb Wind Energy Center and other ag-related sites

Teachers can register for 3 hours of graduate credit or 40 CPDUs. Visit www.dekalb
farmbureau.org, and click on Ag Literacy à For Teachers à Professional Development 
for more information and a registration form. Email rcollins@dekalbfarmbureau.org 
with questions. ■

Deutsch and Mr. Heisner produced 
this.” Bill wants people to remember 
that “quality and commitment is 
paramount” and that dairy farmers 
take the responsibility of caring for 
their animals very seriously.

After all these years of educating 
about agriculture, Bill and Otto are 
going strong both in the classroom 
and elsewhere. They’re not going 
anywhere, either. “I hope we can 
continue doing this for the kids for 
many years,” says Otto. ■
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Q:  What are some of 
your accomplishments as a 
legislator?

I find the greatest satisfaction in 
helping people navigate through 
government regulations and 
programs, so they get the license 
or help that they deserve.  I write 
weekly newsletters when the legis-
lature is in session to keep citizens 
informed about the issues and 
engaged in our democratic process.  
To hear citizen views and ideas, I 
attend local government meetings 
and community events daily.  I 
have formed various advisory 
councils to discuss issues and leg-
islation.  Listening helps me un-
derstand local opinions and speak 
more effectively for constituents in 
Springfield. 

I take the ideas and concerns that 
people have and turn them into leg-
islation that I work across the aisle 
to pass.  While I am focused on ed-
ucational issues, I have sponsored 
legislation for veterans, health 
professionals, first responders, 
taxpayers, employers, workers, and 
everyday people with good ideas to 
improve our state.  

Q:  What do you hope to 
achieve in the future for the 
State of Illinois?

The legislature and governor 
must learn to live within our 
available revenue like everyone 

Rep. Bob Pritchard, 70th House District

with people.  I would take those “life 
skills” to the University of Illinois, 
where I graduated prepared for a career 
in agriculture broadcasting and public 
relations.  

I interrupted this career path 
following my dad’s death to operate 
the family farm for a time but then 
managed it as I spent the rest of my 
career in agribusiness.  I became active 
in Farm Bureau committees and its 
board of directors; my church; and ran 
for election to the Hinckley-Big Rock 
School Board, DeKalb County Board 
and eventually the state legislature.  

My wife Mary and I have two sons; 
we were all 4-H members. Now with 
our four grandchildren, we also share 
an interest in farming into the seventh 
generation.  

Contact: Rep. Bob Pritchard, 
2600 DeKalb Avenue, Sycamore, IL 
60178.  Call 815-748-3494, fax: 815-
748-4630, email: bob@Pritchard 
StateRep.com or visit the website: 
www.PritchardStateRep.com. ■

State Legislators serving DeKalb County

else.  I am advocat-
ing that we balance our 
budget, pay our bills, 
reduce our debt, focus 
on putting people back 
to work and maintain 
our infrastructure.  

As Republican 
spokesperson on the 
State Government Ad-
ministration Committee, 
I am leading efforts to 
analyze our faltering 
business climate, reform our state 
tax system and give property tax 
relief.  With my focus on educa-
tional policy, I want our invest-
ments to produce more creative 
thinkers, skilled workers and in-
novations to start new companies.  
We cannot afford to let children 
be left behind or drop out.  

Illinois has great advantag-
es, natural resources, excellent 
colleges and universities, and 
creative hardworking people.  
We can do better with the 
right choices.  I am focused on 
returning Illinois to the place 
where people want to live and 
work.   

Profile: Growing up on 
our dairy farm south of Maple 
Park, I didn’t have time to get 
involved in a lot of youth organi-
zations.  The exception was 4-H 
where I learned valuable skills 
in responsibility, communica-
tions, leadership and working 



Issues & Action

Expedited Review of Transmission Line Projects
SB 3457 (Sen. Rezin)

SB 3457 is a result of landowner concerns that have surfaced with the 
expedited review process used to approve high voltage transmission lines 
in Illinois. It limits the use of the expedited review process to any transmis-
sion line that does not exceed 25 miles in length across privately owned real 
estate. It also amends the process so that if a public utility seeks eminent 
domain powers after the Commerce Commission has issued an order using the 
expedited review process, then the time the Commission has before it must 
issue its order regarding eminent domain is expanded from 45 days to 365 
days. IFB supports SB 3457.

Wind Energy Facilities Act - SB 3263 (Sen. Sullivan)
SB 3263 creates the Wind Energy Facilities Construction and Deconstruc-

tion Act. It requires a commercial wind energy operator of a commercial wind 
energy facility to enter into an agricultural impact mitigation agreement with 
the Department of Agriculture. The bill requires that the commercial wind 
energy operator file a deconstruction plan, prepared by an independent third 
party, detailing the cost of deconstruction per turbine. The commercial wind 
energy operator must then file reclamation bonds to the Department of Agri-
culture for covering the cost of deconstruction. The bill also creates a statewide 
process for siting approval of commercial wind energy facilities. IFB supports 
SB 3263.

Road Posting and Closure
HB 2367 (Rep. Rosenthal) & SB 3471 (Sen. LaHood)

The bill states that highway commissioners cannot permanently close, vacate, 
or reduce the weight limit on any road or portion thereof without the written 
approval of themselves, the county superintendent of highways, and the elected 
board associated with that road district. FB supports HB 2367 & SB 3471.

Minimum Wage
SB 68 (Sen. Lightford) and House Labor & Commerce Committee

The call for increasing the minimum wage continues to grow. The Governor 
called for increasing the state’s minimum wage during his State of the State 
address. Last year, Sen. Lightford held numerous meetings seeking to increase 
the Illinois minimum wage to $10 per hour. That proposal has been put back on 
the table this year. IFB opposes increasing the minimum wage.

Graduated Income Tax Constitutional Amendment
SJRCA 40 (Sen. Harmon) & HJRCA 33 (Rep. Jakobsson) 

The constitutional amendment proposed would remove the current authoriza-
tion for a flat income tax  and replace it with authorizing language to allow the 
creation of a graduated income tax on both individual and corporate taxpayers. 
The proposed language does not include any specifics on how that would be 
done or at what income or tax rate levels. That would be left to the General 
Assembly to craft and approve. The proposed amendments also strike the 
current Constitutional language limiting the ratio of corporate to individual tax 
rates of 8 to 5. IFB policy prefers a flat rate state income tax. IFB opposes the 
graduated income tax proposals.

LMFA Amendments 
HB 5637 (Rep. Jakobsson)

HB 5637 makes numerous changes 
to the Livestock Management Facili-
ties Act. Among the changes is the 
definition of “new facility” to include 
any existing facility that expands or 
modifies its operations to increase 
the animal unit capacity. It requires 
that, within 10 calendar days after 
the registration and notice of intent to 
construct are complete, the owner or 
operator of the proposed facility shall 
mail by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, a copy of the complete 
notice of intent to construct form to 
the owners of property located within 
the setback areas. It changes the provi-
sions discussed during public hearings. 
It expands the setback distances 
currently included in the LMFA. It 
makes changes to a livestock manage-
ment facility’s waste management plan 
and requires it to be submitted to the 
Department of Agriculture, who shall 
make the plan available to the public. It 
also allows any citizen to bring a civil 
lawsuit for violations of the Act 60 
days after informing the Department of 
Agriculture, the IEPA, and the alleged 
violator. IFB opposes HB 5637.

Mandatory GMO Labeling 
SB 1666 (Sen. Koehler)

The bill would require all foods 
containing any ingredients made from 
biotechnology to be labeled as “Geneti-
cally Engineered”. The label would be 
mandatory, establishes a negative per-
ception of biotechnology, and is contra-
dictory to FDA food labeling guide-
lines, all of which is opposed by IFB 
policy. IFB opposes SB 1666.

Need more information? Contact the 
Illinois Farm Bureau Legislative Team 
at 309-557-2308 or by email: stateleg-
islation@ilfb.org. ■

Illinois Farm Bureau is lobbying legislators for several bills, on behalf of members, in the General Assembly. 
Some of the bills in committee and under consideration include:
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Farm Bureau lobbies for legislation
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Member Benefits

Save on  
Ford vehicles 

Illinois Farm Bureau members 
get $500 bonus cash toward the 
purchase or lease of any eligible 
2013/2014/2015 Ford vehicle.

Take advantage of this exclusive 
special offer today. Visit www.ford-

specialoffer.com/farmbureau/il

Find out the latest and greatest 
scams being attempted (and some 
succeeding) here in DeKalb County.  
Officer Ann Carlson, Sycamore 
Police Department, will update Farm 
Bureau members about the most 
recent scams and what you can do to 
protect yourself.  

Carlson is the featured speaker at 
the April 7 Prime Timers program. 
The program is open to all Farm 
Bureau members and begins at 1 
p.m. in the Farm Bureau Theater.

According to Carlson, “You are in 
a targeted demographic for con-men, 
gypsies and other unscrupulous in-

Protect yourself from scams
dividuals, so you need to take the 
bulls-eye off of you.”  

Carlson suggests that if you’ve 
received any questionable commu-
nication, via telephone, mail and/
or email, feel free to bring it to the 
program.  Bring your questions as 
well.  

If you’re not a Sycamore resident, 
Officer Carlson can still assist you by 
getting you in contact with the correct 
department.

Before the program, lunch will be 
served in the Farm Bureau Audito-
rium for Prime Timers.  Lunch fee 
is $6, payable with registration at 
the Farm Bureau office.  Deadline to 
register for lunch is Tuesday, April 1.

Prime Timers, “M” and “A+” 
members 55+ years, offers monthly 
luncheons and programs, plus a 
variety of trips throughout the year. ■

In the next issue: 
Medical & Ag 

Scholarships available to 
college students!

Travel with DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau to Branson, Missouri for 
some of the best music and entertain-
ment!

Farm Bureau has arranged a 
Branson tour for Oct. 20-24 to the 
Ozark Mountain area. Members will 
travel by motorcoach to Branson for 
five days of music, shows and tours.

Seven shows are included in the 
tour package: Dancing Queen - 
ABBA’s Greatest Hits, Red, Hot 
& Blue, The Dutton Family Show, 
SIX, Dublin’s Irish Tenors & Celtic 
Ladies, Showboat Branson Belle, and 
The Hughes Brothers.

Also, Farm Bureau has planned 
a local tour of the city area with a 
step-on guide plus the  Dogwood 
Canyon wildlife tour and a tour of 
the Foster Museum at the College of 
the Ozarks.

The Branson tour has been 

Branson fall tour open to members
arranged by Farm Bureau and the 
Classic Branson Tours company. 
Motorcoach transportation is being 
provided by Cheeseman Coaches.

Registration for this tour opens on 
April 1 at the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau office. Space is limited and 
will be accepted on a first come, first 
served basis.

The cost of the Branson tour is $760 
per person for double occupancy, 
$980 for single occupancy, and $670 
for triple occupancy.  Tour price 
includes motorcoach transportation, 
hotel accommodations at Comfort Inn 
at Thousand Hills, seven shows, tours, 
eight meals, luggage handling, taxes, 
gratuities and a Farm Bureau staff 
escort.

A deposit of $100 is due at the time 
of registration.  Final payment is due 
by Sept. 12. Cancellation insurance is 
also available. ■

Officer Ann Carlson will update members 
about scams occurring locally and how 
to protect yourself at the Prime Timers 
program April 7.
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Q: How do you give 3,500 
children a face-to-face ex-
perience with how farmers 
and farming connects with 
their own lives? 

A: Mobilize a lot of en-
thusiastic volunteers with a 
passion for agriculture!  

Every year, the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau marshals an army 
of volunteers to deliver messages 
about agriculture into first 
through fourth grade classrooms 
across the county.  Although they 
receive detailed lesson plans, 
training, and ample supplies 
from the Farm Bureau, each 
volunteer is encouraged to use 
his or her own unique approach 
with students. No matter what 
the approach, the end result is 
similar: students and teachers 
gain appreciation of the impor-
tance of farms and farmers.

About 150 classrooms rep-
resenting over 65% of DeKalb 
County’s first through fourth 
grade students welcomed an Ag 
in the Classroom volunteer into 
their room this year. Each grade 
level experienced a different 
lesson reinforcing the connec-
tions between students’ lives and 
agriculture.

More Than a Seed
In the first grade lesson, 

students learn the steps of corn 
and soybean production and 
discover some of the uses for 
each crop. They also plant their 
own corn and soybean seeds and 
monitor their germination and 
growth.

Volunteers tell the story of ag

From Cow to Ice Cream
Second graders discover that products such as ice cream are made possible by 

dairy cows and the farmers that take care of them. Students learn how farmers keep 
cows healthy, make ice cream, and learn the importance of dairy foods in their diet.

It’s an Earful
The third grade lesson explores field corn. Students learn the differences between 

field corn and other kinds of corn, review the steps of corn production, and find out 
how the components of a kernel make it such a useful crop. Students dissect corn 
kernels, construct paper corn stalks, and discover corn uses such as feed, fuel, and 
food ingredients.

Mapping Illinois Agriculture
In the fourth grade lesson, students take a broader look at the industry as they 

examine Illinois agriculture. This presentation reinforces the importance of farming 
and the ag industry, including scientific research, processing, and marketing. 
Students explore products from Illinois ag and use highway maps to locate 
important ag-related sites across our state.

How many volunteers does it take to teach 3,500 students about agriculture?  
As in past years, this year’s program benefitted from over 120 individuals repre-
senting many aspects of the ag industry. Farmers make up the bulk of the volunteer 
corps, followed by people who work in agribusiness or ag research. Some volun-
teers work outside the industry now but grew up on farms. Future members of the 
industry are also important to the program’s success: Many FFA members from 
area high schools also took time to visit classrooms. ■

Reaching Out

Sycamore farmer Mark Harbecke explains corn harvest during his visit to Amy Mason’s 
first grade class at Cornerstone Christian Academy in Sycamore.
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Maple Park farmer Justin Martz explains how to plant corn and 
soybean seeds during a “More Than a Seed” presentation in 
Lucy G’Fellers’ first grade classroom at Founders Elementary in 
DeKalb.

DeKalb area volunteer Joe Bybee coaches fourth graders on their 
mapping skills during his “Mapping Illinois Agriculture” presentation 
in Pam Bybee’s classroom at Founders Elementary. Bybee is a land 
& water specialist with the IL Department of Agriculture.

Steve Almburg 
Ed & Darla Arndt 
Steve Bemis 
Meredith Bend 
Berk & Lindsay Boehne 
Erik Bolander 
Melissa Bouma 
Alyssa Bramm 
Bronwyn Burgweger 
Joe Bybee 
Krista Carlson 
Brad Cessna 
Ed Cowan 
Doug Dashner 
Bill Deutsch 
Jordyn Dobbs 
Mark Ekstrom 
Randy Espe 
Karl Faivre  
Kevin Faivre 
Roger & Vickie  
Hernan-Faivre 

Mary Forester 
John Frieders 
Tani Futrell 
Kim Gudmunson 

The Ag in the Classroom presentations are the most widespread outreach effort of DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Agricultural Literacy. This successful program would not be possible without these 122 individuals 
who volunteered their time, experience, and passion to make it happen.

Darin Hagemeyer 
Leann Hanson 
Mark & Jenny  
 Harbecke 
Chris Harrell 
Dan & Ashley 
 Hartmann 
Mollie Hayes 
Nancy Hayes 
Otto Heisner 
Colleen Hogan 
Steve Larson 
Eric Lawler 
Lou Longeville 
Jerry Lundeen 
Justin & Jamie Martz 
Denice McArtor 
Jen McGee 
Brian Miller 
Nick Nagele 
Randy Panzer 
Adrian Plapp 
Carrie Pollard 
Becca Schweinberg 
Mike Shane 
Brad Slutz 

Mike & Jenna  
 Spychal 
Dan Steimel 
Barb Tuttle 
Chris Tuttle 
Erik Tuttle 
Mark & Mary Yaeger 
Jamie & Kristen Walter 
Justin Wassmann 
Stephanie Wisdom 
Mike Woltmann 
Angie Zak
DeKalb FFA
Katie Arndt 
Cole Banta 
Zack Brust 
Anna Butler 
Evan Froelich 
Brad Garrett 
Erik Gommel 
Tiffany Hart 
Randy Hudspeth 
Lori Perry 
Sarah Powers 
Jacob Reaves 
River Rich 

Christian Ruiz 
Zoe Simpson
Hiawatha FFA
Kelly Aves 
Emma Carlson 
Kate Carlson 
Cole Dunbar 
Megan Exner 
Wyat Exner 
Amber Groebner 
Hannah Haak 
Bart Hall 
Dylan Hauck 
Betsy Koehnke 
Brooke Koehnke 
Madi Lovell 
Braden Watson 
Dan White 
Haley Zuberbier
Hinckley-Big 
Rock FFA
Mark Pease 
Lauren Umano 
Hannah Weirich

Many Thanks

Somonauk-Leland- 
Sandwich FFA 
Jenna Baker 
Tori Bennett 
Melanie Bennett 
Caleigh Blue 
Carli Erickson 
Rayann Gilchrist 
Sara Glab 
Carrie Rogers 
Tristan Scott 
Jordan Sinetos 
Josh Toft
Sycamore FFA
Justin Bolander 
Chase Clausen 
Justin Clausen 
Joseph Graham 
Codi Hash 
Bailey Hunt 
Autumn Salis 
Sam Sauber

Ag Literacy
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Jerry Lundeen

“Farm Bureau has been a consistent, positive 
voice for the agricultural community.  The impor-
tance of Farm Bureau is most visible in keeping 
members informed on local, state and national 
issues. This is true for both farmers and agribusi-
ness. Through Farm Bureau, good legislation has 
been passed and counter-productive legislation 
has been amended or defeated. The American 
farmer has been so productive that less than 
2% remain as farmers. Unfortunately, most of 
the population now has little or no touch with 
nor understanding of ag production. For that 
very reason, I am thankful that Farm Bureau 
has developed the Ag in the Classroom series 
to reach our school children.”

Farm Bureau member Jerry Lundeen is director of 
agribusiness banking at Castle Bank, Sandwich. He has  
volunteered for Ag in the Classroom for several years.   
Jerry and his wife Toni live in rural Sandwich and have  
4 adult children and 7 grandchildren. 

Jan Bolander

“I love Agricultural Literacy at the Farm Bureau!  It is 
an amazing program that connects the community to 
present-day farming and it serves all ages.  Children, 
teens and adults can benefit from this extensive 
resource that is available to all of DeKalb County.   
The Ag Literacy program provides opportunities 
such as AgriLearning kits for grades K-8, National  
Ag Week book donations to schools, and the  
Summer Ag Institute for educators.  I especially 
like the online Ag Literacy pages at www.dekalb 
farmbureau.org.  It’s exciting discovering something 
you didn’t know about farming!”

Farm Bureau member Jan Bolander is a reading assistant 
at West School in Sycamore. She also is a Farm Bureau Ag  
Literacy volunteer. She is married to Dale, who farms in rural 
Sycamore.  They have two college-aged children, Quinn and 
Connor. 
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Trips 

Music, entertainment and fun 
best describe the Senior Follies. 

In its 21st year, the variety show 
features a talented all-senior cast with 
special appearances by local musical 
professionals. It’s a popular community 
event that will offer a memorable 
selection of music from the era of big 
shows, on stage and on screen.

Farm Bureau has reserved tickets 
for the matinee performance of the 
Senior Follies on Wednesday, June 
11. The Follies are held in the Harlem 
High School Auditorium located in 
Machesney Park.

The two-hour Senior Follies show 
is being presented by Lifescape 
Community Services.

Prior to the Follies, Farm Bureau 
members will enjoy a hearty chicken 
lunch at the Hoffman House in 
Rockford. 

The cost of the tour package is $45 
for “M” and “A+” members, $55 for 
guests.  Price includes lunch, Senior 

The Amores, one of several musical 
groups, will entertain Farm Bureau 
members at the Senior Follies variety 
show on June 11.

See the Senior Follies in June

Follies and motorcoach transporta-
tion.  

The motorcoach will depart from 
the Farm Bureau building at 11 a.m. 
and return by 5 p.m. 

Registration for this day trip opens 
on Monday, April 7 at 11 a.m., prior 
to the start of the Prime Timers 

luncheon, in the Farm Bureau lobby.  
After the luncheon, registration will 
be accepted in the Farm Bureau 
office. ■

Farm Bureau is traveling to 
Indiana for a tour of Fair Oaks 
Farm, an agri-tourism destination 
unlike any other with its Pig and 
Dairy Adventures.

The Fair Oaks Farm tour has 
been arranged for Monday, May 19 
for Farm Bureau members to see 
their modern, state-of-the art farm 
facilities. The motorcoach departs 
from Farm Bureau at 8 a.m. and 
returns by 5:30 p.m.

In the Pig Adventure you will 
absorb the life of a pig with an 
indoor view overlooking the 
gestation, farrowing and growing 
barns. A shuttle bus transports 
you between the visitor center and 
connected pig facilities.

Register soon for Fair Oaks Farm tour
A cow shuttle takes you around 

in the Dairy Adventure to observe a 
calf being born in the birthing barn 
and a behind-the-scenes look at the 
dairy farm to see a free-stall barn 
filled with cows. One of the highlights 
of the dairy tour is watching cows 
being milked in the 72-rotary milking 
system. You will also tour the cheese 
factory.

Fair Oaks Farm, located in Fair 
Oaks, Indiana, is an escape to the 
country with acres of learning to reconnect with animals. City and rural 
people will find it quite fascinating.

The tour includes lunch in the visitor center of the farm, plus time after 
the tours for a stop at the ice cream and gift shops.

Cost of the tour package is $50 for “M” and “A+” members, $60 for 
guests. Price includes motorcoach transportation, dairy and pig tours and 
lunch. Registration is being accepted at the Farm Bureau office. ■
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Center for  
Agriculture News

Cooking with Fresh Garden Produce - April 11, 1:30 p.m.
“Cooking with Fresh Garden Produce” is a program designed to help partici-

pants learn how to prepare vegetables. 
It includes 13 kitchen-tested recipes and four fact sheets on eggplant, kale, 

kohlrabi, and Swiss chard. It also includes practical tips for cooking safely, 
nutritional value, and healthy cooking methods. Participants will view a short 
cooking demonstration and have the opportunity to taste the prepared recipe.

Marilyn Csernus, University of Illinois Extension nutrition and wellness 
educator, will present this program at 1:30 p.m. on Friday, April 11 at the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture in Sycamore. The program 
fee is $5. ■

Spring Fish Sale
Orders due March 26, April 4

It’s time once again for the DeKalb 
County Soil and Water Conservation 
District Spring Fish Sale. The SWCD 
holds a fish sale in the spring and in 
the fall for stocking new or estab-
lished ponds. 

The SWCD provides fish which are 
widely used for successful stocking, 
such as Largemouth Bass, Catfish, 
Hybrid Sunfish, Bluegill, Redear, 
Hybrid Redear, Black Crappie, 
Fathead Minnows and Triploid Grass 
Carp. 

Triploid Grass Carp orders are due 
by March 26 and all other fish orders 
are due April 4. Fish pickup will be 
Saturday, April 12 from 7 to 9 a.m. 
at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Center for Agriculture.  

To find out more about the fish sale 
and to download a fish order form go 
to: www.dekalbilswcd.org/images/
fish_sale.htm. You can also stop by 
the DeKalb County SWCD office and 
pick up a fish order form. ■

Rain Barrels for Sale
The DeKalb County Soil and Water Conservation District is selling rain 

barrels. Rain is a natural soft water and is perfect to water your gardens. 
Rain barrels are making a comeback, because they can save you money and 

sometimes save your garden! The added advantage is that by using rain barrels, 
you can also help solve our stormwater pollution problems.

Have you ever wondered how much water runs off your roof? During a 
typical moderate storm of a one inch rain during a 24 hour period, over 700 
gallons of water will run off the average roof, an impervious area of 1,200 
square feet. In one rainy day, your roof runoff could fill up 14 bathtubs! 

Just think: landscape watering consumes about 40% of your total water bill. 
Now think of how much money you will save with rain barrels ... while you are 
protecting your local rivers, streams and lakes.

Contact the DeKalb County SWCD to place your rain barrel order today. 
The rain barrels are 55 gallon barrels that were made from food-grade drums 
that used to carry food products such as olives and pickles. The rain barrels are 
available in grey, black, or terra cotta and the cost is $80 per barrel. 

For more information visit the website at: www.dekalbilswcd.org/new_
page_1.htm  or call 815-756-3237, ext. 3. ■
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Center for Agriculture News

Breaking Out New Ground
Agricultural producers are 

reminded to consult with FSA and 
NRCS before breaking out new 
ground for production as doing so 
without prior authorization may put 
a producer’s federal farm program 
benefits in jeopardy.  This is espe-
cially true for land that must meet 
Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and 
Wetland Conservation (WC) provi-
sions.

Before heading out with a dozer 
to clear a fence line or hiring a con-
tractor to drain or fill in wet areas 
in a field, it is extremely important 
that you have consulted with FSA 
and NRCS to insure these acres are 
not considered highly erodible or 
wetland acres.  

Highly erodible land is defined 
as cropland, hayland or pasture that 
can erode at excessive rates.  These 
lands contain soils that have an 
erodibility index of eight or more.  
Wetlands have a predominance 
of wet soils types, is inundated or 
saturated by surface or groundwater 
at a frequency and duration sufficient 
to support water tolerant vegetation 
and, under normal circumstances, 
supports a prevalence of such vegeta-
tion.

Four Seasons  
Gardening Series
April 8, April 22, May 6, 1:30 p.m.

This spring series of gardening 
programs will be presented at the 
Center for Agriculture in April and 
May. Each session is $5 or $12 for 
the series.

The Basics of Growing Herbs - 
April 8

This session will look at various 
common herbs and their character-
istics. It will also focus on how to 
grow, when to harvest and potential 
savory uses.

Pest Control Strategies - April 22
This program will help you decide 

the best options for managing 
pests that seem to zero in on your 

landscape favorite while protecting 
the environment.

Bargain Gardening - May 6
Find out how gardens can be 

simple, fun and inexpensive. You’ll 
learn gardening tips and ideas that 
will save you time and money.

For more information or to register 
for these Extension programs, 
contact 815/758-8194 or visit web.
extension.illinois.edu/bdo. ■

To be in compliance with the highly 
erodible land and wetland conserva-
tion provisions producers must agree, 
by certifying on FSA’s Form AD-1026, 
that they will not:

• Produce an agricultural commodity 
on highly erodible land without a con-
servation system;

• Plant an agricultural commodity on 
a converted wetland;

• Convert a wetland to make possible 
the production of an agricultural 
commodity.

Please stop in or call the DeKalb 
County FSA Office at 815-756-3234 
ext. 2 if you have any questions. ■

New Farm Bill provides 
Livestock Disaster  
Assistance Programs

The 2014 Farm Bill, formally known 
as the Agricultural Act of 2014, makes 
the Livestock Forage Program (LFP) 
and Livestock Indemnity Program 
(LIP) permanent programs and provides 
retroactive authority to cover eligible 
losses back to Oct. 1, 2011. 

LFP provides compensation to 
eligible producers who suffered grazing 
losses due to drought and fire. LIP 
provides compensation to livestock 
producers who suffered livestock death 
losses in excess of normal mortality 
due to adverse weather and attacks by 
animals reintroduced into the wild by 
the federal government or protected by 
federal law, including wolves and avian 
predators. 

USDA is determined to make 
implementing the livestock disaster 
programs a top priority and plans 
to open program enrollment by  
April 15. 

As USDA begins implement-
ing the livestock disaster assistance 
programs, producers should record 
all pertinent information of natural 
disaster consequences, including: 

• Documentation of the number 
and kind of livestock that have died, 
supplemented if possible by photo-
graphs or video records of ownership 
and losses 

• Dates of death supported by birth 
recordings or purchase receipts 

• Costs of transporting livestock to 
safer grounds or to move animals to 
new pastures 

• Feed purchases if supplies or 
grazing pastures are destroyed 

• Crop records, including seed and 
fertilizer purchases, planting and pro-
duction records 

• Pictures of on-farm storage fa-
cilities that were destroyed by wind 
or flood waters 

• Evidence of damaged farmland. 
Many producers still have 

questions.  USDA is in the process 
of interpreting Farm Bill program 
regulations. Additional information 
will be provided once the enrollment 
period is announced. 

For more information call the 
DeKalb County FSA Office at 815-
756-3234 ext 2. ■
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Propane challenges defined our winter
Throughout the county thousands 
of homes rely on propane for their 
heating needs. This year the com-
bination of extreme cold and strong 
demand from other uses caused a 
real challenge for the system trigger-
ing unprecedented price spikes.

 According to Scott Long, GROW-
MARK’s propane marketing and business 
development manager, “A colder than 
normal winter, an unusually large amount 
of propane used in drying grain this past 
fall (300 million gallons this year vs. 65 
million gallons last year), and untimely 
maintenance on a key pipeline have all 
culminated, leading to propane being in 
short supply in the Midwest and beyond.  
Not only that, but over the past five 
years, the United States has grown from 
being solely a net propane importer to a 
net propane exporter as well.”  

This temporary shortage of supply 
caused distributors, such as Conserv FS, 
to go to extreme measures to keep our 
customers warm. Trucks were coming 
from as far as Georgia and Texas with 
loads in order for us to keep the heat 
on for our customers. 

Mark Musial, Conserv FS business services manager 
mmusial@conservfs.com

For those who had contracted their needs this winter, there was little 
effect. However, for those who had not, we recommend looking at your 
options for next season. The upside risk associated with not contracting this 
year proved to be much greater than the down side opportunity. 

We also took measures such as “short-filling” tanks to make sure families 
had enough propane to keep them warm, but also to help soften the blow of 
the increased prices for our customers during the situation.

While we’re not out of the woods yet for this year, we do anticipate a 
return to price levels we saw last summer for next winter. Knowing your 
heating needs are locked in should bring you peace of mind. ■
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