
March 2016

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

Ag in the Classroom



Accuracy
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it matters 
most.

Applying the right products to the right place is 
essential to each crop acre. That’s why growers 
turn to FS for custom application. Our applicators 
stay focused on what’s ahead by applying accurate 
inputs at just the right time in the crop life cycle. 
Our custom applicators maximize each acre and 
ensure your fields are ready for what’s next. 

Contact Conserv FS for your custom application 
needs.
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Planting Seeds 
It’s hard to believe March is more than half over and the first day of spring is 

just a few days away.  
This time of the year spring fever hits us all, but as a farmer I always get 

excited about spring time and planting seeds that will grow and provide food and 
fiber for my family and yours. It is a time of rejuvenation where we work the soil 
to prepare the seed bed in hopes Mother Nature will provide a balanced growing 
season and a bountiful crop.     

Yes, there will be a lot of activity in the countryside over the next few months. 
The tractors will be out in full force and with them will be large implements to 
assist with the planting season.  

April and May will be a very busy time for agriculture in DeKalb County and 
it is extremely important that our families and yours be cautious on the roads. 
Although highway speeds are set at 55 miles per hour, farm equipment seldom 
travels above 15 to 20 miles per hour and is often much slower when entering or 
exiting a field. Today’s farm equipment is also much larger than most cars on the 
road and should be approached with extreme caution. It only takes one distraction 
to turn a safe situation into a dangerous one.

So this spring take time to employ safe driving techniques and share the road 
with farm equipment. Then together, we will have a safe and enjoyable spring! ■
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Calendar
April
April 4 

Eleanor Roosevelt  
by Leslie Goddard 

Prime Timers Program 
12-Noon 

$7, RSVP by March 29

April 20 
Sentimental Journey 

White Fence Farm, Romeoville 
10:15 a.m. departure 

$61 members, $71 guests

May
May 2 

“Singing Your Favorites”  
by Larry Breidenbach 
Prime Timers Program 

12-Noon 
$7, RSVP by April 26

May 3 
Give Local 

DeKalb County

May 30 
Memorial Day Holiday 

Farm Bureau Office closed

June
June 3 

Farm Safety Camp Deadline

June 6 
Legal Issues for Seniors 
Prime Timers Program 

12-Noon 
$7, RSVP by May 31

June 8 
Sister Act 

Circa 21 Theater, Rock Island 
$71 members, $81 guests

Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture 
unless otherwise noted.  For most meeting  
reservations contact the DeKalb County  
Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361.

Follow us!

 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 Instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

 Send magazine comments to:
 connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

Find the  
soybean and win!

Find the soybean and win!
Let’s see if you can find the soybean 

(resembling the one above) in this 
month’s issue of our magazine and be 
eligible to win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-
756-6361, by March 31 for your chance 
to win. 

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact de-
scription of the location of the soybean on 
that page. You will also need to include 
your name and address.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the corn kernel 
contest was Andrew Mauch of Sycamore. 
The kernel was hidden on page 22, within 
the heart-shaped words, specifically the 
word “overstretch”. ■

On Prairie Drive
   Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Agvocating Always
Do you ever think about what drives you to do 

the things you do?  Perhaps what you do is driven 
by passion or necessity or enjoyment.

We advocate for agriculture for several reasons:
• Because we are passionate about this lifestyle 

and the men and women who work hard – the real 
farmers with real stories.

• Because people are more than three  
generations removed from the farm and have a dis-
connect so they turn to “google” or social media for 

questions about food and farming. 
• Because we have the ability to have conversations with our city friends to answer 

questions, understand their concerns, & be transparent about food production.
• Because we care that people are educated and know the difference between field 

corn and sweet corn, that chocolate milk doesn’t come from brown cows,  
and that GMOs are safe.

• Because we want to build trust and help others recognize that farmers love and 
take care of the land for the benefit of the next generation of family farmers. 

Last month we agvocated through our Ag in the Classroom program with over 100 
volunteers going into classrooms to share food and farm information. It’s what we 
do at Farm Bureau. Agvocating because we are passionate about it, understand the 
necessity for doing it, and get enjoyment out of it. ■
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April Showers...

Rainfall is good for providing moisture for growing crops and plants. If only we 
could regulate just how much we get and when we get it!

DeKalb averages 36 inches of rainfall annually. Last year DeKalb received nearly 
42 inches of rainfall equivalent (rain and snowmelt).

Typically, we average 3.26 inches of rainfall in April and 4.55 inches in May. 

Source: NIU weather station
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Weather Influences  
Field Crops
Weather can make or break a crop. 

As farmers gear up for the spring planting season, weather is 
the only unknown in their farm management plan. Once corn 
and soybean seeds have been planted farmers rely on Mother 
Nature to help grow their crops.

Last year’s above average rainfall and cooler summer had a 
major impact on the corn crop resulting in reduced yields for 
the county. DeKalb County averaged 182 bushels per acre of 
corn, down 12 bushels from the previous year.

NIU Staff Meteorologist Gilbert Sebenste looks back on  
the 2015 weather and its impact on local crops, and makes  
weather projections for 2016.

Gilbert Sebenste, NIU staff meteorologist, expects a mild 
spring which should be welcoming news for farmers. 

Excessive rainfall  
led to flooded fields  
in June with 8.2 inches 
reported in DeKalb, he 
stated. “While we had 
about average rainfall 
last summer, 60% fell 
in one month and 20% in the other 
two months, which caused trouble,” 
Sebenste said.

“It doesn’t surprise me that crop 
yields were lower based on our 
weather,” the NIU meteorologist 
noted. 

Locally, the area received above 
average rainfall for the year at 41.8 
inches. Snowfall was recorded 
at below average at 21.4 inches 
in 2015.  The biggest snowstorm 
occurred the week before Thanksgiv-
ing with varying amounts through-
out the county, from three inches to a 
foot of snow.

A strong El Nino provided a 
warmer and dryer than average 
winter here. “It’s been a mild winter 
for us,” said Sebenste.

The good news for the upcoming 
planting season is that weather 
models show this area should have a 
mild spring. 

Mild spring expected
“With a strong El Nino, we will 

have one more cold spell in early 
March and then after that should 
expect warmer than average tem-
peratures in late March through 
May,” Sebenste explained.

Sebenste reported the frost 
depth is shallower this year, 
at 8 to 14 inches on March 1, 
compared to previous years. “This 
year is more typical of the depth 
of frost in the ground,” he said.

With above average rainfall 
last year, Sebenste says, “Subsoil 
moisture levels are good to very 
good going into the planting 
season.” He anticipates decent 
conditions for farmers working 
ground and readying fields for the 
2016 crop. “My only worries – it 
could be dry in April and May.” ►

Farmers who use smartphones have 
easy access to weather updates.

Wet summer hurts crops
 “It was a cool summer and I 

was concerned the crops wouldn’t 
mature properly because we didn’t 
have hot days (in July and August). 
We were two degrees per day lower 
from June 1st through August 31st,” 
said Gilbert Sebenste. “The cool 
temperatures hurt the crops.”
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As Sebenste keeps a close eye on 
weather, he knows farmers do as 
well with cell phone applications 
and through years of experience. 
In his 22 career years in meteorol-
ogy, he understands “why weather 
is important for crops and a farmer’s 
day-to-day lifestyle.”

“I realize that farmers can’t cover 
up their corn crop (to protect it from 
hail, winds and storms) but knowing 
what the weather will be like days in 
advance of spraying crops or other 
outdoors farm work is beneficial to 
them.”  

The sophistication and technology 
of tracking weather has improved 
tremendously over the years, says 
the local meteorologist, along with 
the speed of transmission. He gets 
weather reports by satellite within 
seconds and shares this information 
instantaneously in emails with the 
university and thousands of others, 
including farmers. “It’s my job to let 
people know about our weather here. 

If there is going to be severe weather 
I will give them an advance notice 
days ahead,” Sebenste said.

For example, when the tornado hit 
Fairdale on April 9, 2015 he had sent 
messages five days prior that a severe 
storm would occur with hail, high 
winds and a possible tornado in this 
area. Then, three hours before more 
communications alerted people to a 
threat of a tornado.

He sends daily emails and posts 
weather information, alerts and 
forecasts on his website: http://
weather.admin.niu.edu to about 
10,000 people. Millions viewed the 
website during the 2007 flood and  
the 2011 blizzard.

Weather risks threaten crops
It’s difficult to predict the 2016 

crop season but Darrel Good,  
University of Illinois ag economist, 
says weather-related events could 
elevate the risk for the corn yield to 
fall below trend line yields this year.

“It is the historical record for 
extremely wet conditions in the 
Midwest during November and 
December to be followed by higher-
than-average incidence of corn yields 
below trend value,” said Good. “Total 

November and December precipi-
tation in the Midwest in 2015 was 
record high.”

Good is also watching the other 
weather factor – the weakening of 
the El Nino. “Historically, El Nino 
events that existed in January and 
ended by July, as is expected this 
year, have been associated with a 
higher-than-average incidence of 
corn yields below trend,” he said.

Good has taken a look at corn 
yields and trend lines for the past 
20 years. He notes that the U.S. 
average corn yield was below 
trend yield in 2002, but at or 
above trend yield for eight con-
secutive years from 2003 to 2010. 

“That experience seemed to 
confirm the role of technology in 
maintaining high corn yields and 
that a risk premium in the corn 
market was not needed. In retro-
spect, however, the long period of 
favorable yields reflected a period 
of benign weather conditions 
rather than ‘bullet proof’ genetics. 
That point was solidly made in 
2012,” said Good. ■

The excessive rainfall in June of 2015 caused flooding in farm fields and crop losses.“Subsoil moisture levels are 
good to very good going into 
the planting season. My only 
worries – it could be dry in 
April and May.”  Gilbert Sebenste
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AroundtheFARMby Paul Taylor

Paul Taylor is a fifth generation grain 
farmer who grows corn, soybeans and 
vegetables in northern DeKalb County, 
near Esmond. 

The conversation took place 
on an airplane going somewhere; 
my seatmate, David, was another 
fellow from the leadership program 
I was involved in. He was about 
my age at the time, early forties. A 
tenured professor that had lived on 
both coasts, traveled a bit and was 
included as an up-and-comer. The 
conversation came around to family 
roots and traditions. To him it was an 
ethereal topic: one to ascribe some 
surreal grandeur that happened to 
knights and explorers and academics 
such. 
So I began my story. 

It was a warm, May day in 1992. I 
was planting corn in the field north 
of the farmstead where I grew up 
on Baseline Road. My younger son, 
Mike, was across the field running a 
tractor and soil finisher ahead of the 
planter. My son was 16 that spring, 

The Great Farming Tradition
home after school, working ground 
and seemingly pleased to be 
running the “big tractor”. 

In those days before autosteer, 
my attention drifted between 
planting straight rows, listening 
to the 12-row corn planter and 
the wondering imaginations of 
one’s mind in being a part of the 
great outdoors. It came to me that 
day that we were a part of a great 
tradition.  

What was really occurring that 
day was what may have been 
happening on that very spot of 
earth 60 years earlier. My grand-
father may have been planting 
corn, then with a two-row planter, 
perhaps with two horses instead 
of a 140-horsepower tractor. Then 
with check wire instead of blinking 
monitor lights setting the rhythm. 

Across the field might well have 
been his son, my father, Wayne, 

also 16 that year. He may then have 
been perhaps disking or “dragging” 
the field so that the old shoe opener 
planter would do a decent enough job 
of dropping those kernels in “hills” 
40 inches apart in crossing rows. 

The point being that my son and I, 
preparing for a corn crop, were doing 
similar jobs, on the very piece of 
land perhaps to the day that 60 years 
earlier two  previous generations 
had tasted that same dust and felt the 
same warmth of the sun and shared 
a similar excitement for the coming 
crop.

David listened to the story. He 
uttered, “My God, that’s incredible. 
That’s real roots.”

I haven’t seen David in over twenty 
years since our leadership program 
ended. My son has moved downstate 
and has a family with his own two 
little girls. They live close to their 
other grandparents. Perhaps they’ll 
share a tradition on their grandpa and 
grandma’s farm there. I hope so. ■

Paul Taylor’s father, Wayne, cultivates corn with his Farmall tractor in 1939.
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 Sheep & Lambs F

Meat from sheep older than one year is 
called mutton. It is not commonly sold or 
consumed because of its stronger flavor.

Sources/for more information: 
American Sheep Industry Association, Fast Facts, http://bit.ly/1Slo3WF
Florida A&M University, 102 Fun Facts About Sheep, http://bit.ly/1p1SmGo
Science 2.0, The Evolution Of The Rectangular Eye, http://bit.ly/1nD8w2y

Baby and young sheep  
are called lambs until  
they are one year old.

Lambs are usually 
able to stand on 
their own within 
the first hour of 

being born.

A newborn lamb will already 
have a full coat of short wool.

The upper lip of a 
sheep is split, which 
helps them graze.

Sheep do not have top front teeth.  
When a sheep grazes, its lower teeth press  

against the roof of its mouth to snip off  
grass and other plants.

Sheep’s eyes 
have rectangular 
pupils. This helps 
them to watch 
for predators.

Sheep are raised mostly for  
their meat, skins, and wool.

Sheep’s 
milk can 
be used 
to make 
cheese.

The meat from sheep under one year 
of age is known as lamb.
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You can use a tablet to find native plants online. 
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As always, we are learning about 
the new “buzz” words for this year. 
In 2016, we will be hearing about 
NaTecHure, manageable mainte-
nance, agrahood and dogscaping.

By far the hottest trend for 2016 
is NaTecHure. This trend is the 
blending of nature and our modern 
technology. Much of  the searching 
for plants for our gardens is being 
done on our laptops or tablets. It 
is now easy for plants to travel 
from internet nursery sites to our 
home garden. Technology is also 
appearing in our landscapes as we 
install customized LED lighting that 
is energy saving and can be con-
trolled from our smart phones.

Native plants continue to trend 
as they offer less work and more 
manageable maintenance for 
busy families. More subtle, less 
overgrown native plants are being 
introduced to make the appearance 
of our native garden areas more con-
trolled and attractive.

Agrahood is a term that combines 
agriculture and neighborhood. In 
these new communities, emphasis 
is on conservation by providing 
an environment of natural features 
including lakes, ponds, wetlands, 
prairies and hiking trails. Incorpo-

Opposite page: Rudbeckia (black-eyed Susan) in home garden.
Photos courtesy of Bob Lindholm

rated in these communities are organic 
farm areas that produce vegetables, 
fruits, flowers, honey and eggs to be 
sold at seasonal farm markets. Prairie 
Crossing in Grayslake is an example of 
this popular new trend.

Dogscaping involves planting for the 
health and wellness of the family dog. 
Suggestions include creating areas that 
provide shade, water, non-toxic plants, 
reduced pesticide use and proper 
fencing.
In 2016, landscapes with lots of 
color are expected to be popular. 
In addition to plants, color can be 
achieved through the use of painted 
garden structures such as arbors, 
fences, birdhouses and other decora-
tive accents. Blue is predicted to be the 
favorite landscape color this year.

Now it is time to explore the new 
plants that are trending in 2016. Let’s 
begin with a few shrub suggestions. 
Caryopterus ‘First Choice’ is a butterfly 
favorite. Its bright, blue flowers and 
dark green foliage offer a new compact 
version of this plant. Butterfly bush 
‘Buddleia Buzz’ series is now in a 
dwarf form that blooms quickly and 
is small enough to be used in contain-
ers. All forms of blue hydrangeas are 
expected to be widely used by land-
scapers this year.

New additions to the world of roses 
include ‘Olivia’ and ‘The Poets Wife’ 
both of which are tea roses with long 
season bloom and fragrance. The 
‘Starlet Beauty’ series offers petite 
climbing roses that are available in 
pink, mauve, ruby and tangerine. 

Japanese Anemone, ‘Honorine 
Jobert’ is the 2016 perennial plant 
of the year. This plant is not new but 
rather a very popular and reliable 
heirloom. This favorite graces our 
fall gardens with pure white flowers 
on 3-4’ stems and continues to bloom 
until frost. 

The stand out annuals for this year 
are ‘Night Sky’ petunia and ‘Xanthos’ 
cosmos. ‘Night Sky’ is dark purple 
with white star accents. ‘Xanthos’ has 
a very soft yellow flower display.

2016 should be a very interesting 
year for gardeners as we see nature 
and technology working in tandem. 
Bright colored flowers can be filling 
our garden space with blue flowers 
being featured. Maintenance man-
agement of our gardens and growing 
natives will be good for active 
families. Even the family dog should 
be happy this year. Enjoy planning 
your 2016 garden. ■

Barb Lindholm, University of Illinois Extension 
DeKalb County Master Gardener

Spring Garden Planning
March is not a month when we are actively gardening, but it is a 
month when we are actively planning our 2016 gardens. We are hard 
at work studying catalogs, magazines and internet sites to discover 
the new landscape trends and the new plants being offered.
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Q: How do farmers keep their pigs healthy?

A: Farmers have a health-care plan for their pigs which 
includes a healthy diet, quality care, vaccines, and 
bio-security measures.

The most important factor in raising pigs is animal health and  
well-being. When animals are healthy, they grow faster, eat less feed to 
get to market and produce healthier offspring and sometimes even more 
offspring. Therefore, herd health is a top priority of livestock production.

Farmers work very closely with their veterinarians to develop plans and 
protocols to help protect the health of their animals and prevent the spread 
of disease on the farm. Farmers and veterinarians use vaccines and bio-
security measures to accomplish this.

Vaccines are usually given to the pigs shortly after they are born or 
within the first six weeks of their lives. Sows can be given booster vaccines. 
Both of these vaccines are used for the prevention of diseases. 

Just like humans receive 
vaccines, a different type of 
vaccine is used for pigs to help 
protect the pigs from diseases 
that if not administered, can 
be problematic on the farm. A 
farmer will consult with his vet-

erinarian to give vaccines for the diseases that are present in the herd or a 
disease that a pig is likely to encounter. 

Vaccines are good, but not always 100% effective. So if an animal gets 
sick, the farmer may treat the animal with medication under the su-
pervision of a veterinarian, to help the animal get better. Vaccines 
and medication can be expensive, so a farmer will use only what is 
needed without endangering the health of the animal. 

Bio-security is a term that is used to describe the protocols that 
a farm uses to prevent diseases and care for sick animals. This 
includes procedures for people entering the farm, trucks or vehicles 
entering the farm, and how the hog buildings are cleaned and 
sanitized between groups of pigs. 

Most modern hog buildings are designed for animal health. They 
provide a warm and dry place for the animals to grow as well as 
keep the birds out. Birds are notorious for spreading diseases.  

As a livestock farmer, my live-
lihood depends on the health and 
well-being of my animals. Keeping 
hogs healthy is one of the most 
important things a farmer can do for 
his livestock. In turn, you get a safe 
and healthy product to serve to your 
family. It is a winning situation for 
everybody. ■

Keeping hogs healthy is one of 

the most important things a 

farmer can do for his livestock.

Carl Heide is a fourth generation farmer 
from DeKalb who raises pigs, corn,  
soybeans, and peas. Carl, his wife LeAnn, 
and daughters Samantha and Julia live on 
the family farm.    

Got a question  
for a farmer?

Submit your farm and food questions to  
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org. 

We will share questions with our local farmers 
and publish their answers as space allows in 

upcoming issues of Connections.
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Food Favorites

Ingredients
2 lbs.* (18 large**) liquid eggs with citric acid

1 lb. bacon
1/2 lb. baby spinach leaves

1 lb. cremini mushrooms

1 cup heavy cream

1 1/2 cups Swiss cheese, shredded

*If using frozen or liquid whole egg product.
**If using shell eggs, beat in 1/4 teaspoon 
 lemon juice.

Ingredients for Hollandaise Sauce
3 egg yolks

1 whole lemon, squeezed

1 tsp. liquid hot pepper sauce

1 cup butter, melted 

Pinch of salt, to taste

Preparation
Sauté bacon and place aside but keep the pan 
hot with the remaining fat.

Add spinach and mushrooms. Cook, stirring  
occasionally until mushrooms are tender.  
Drain and set aside to cool down.

In a mixing bowl beat together eggs and cream. 
Stir in 1/2 cup shredded cheese, mushrooms, 
spinach and bacon.

Pour into a 9x13 baking pan. Top with remaining 
1 cup cheese. Bake in preheated 350° F oven 
until internal temperature of at least 160° F is 
reached and top is golden brown, about 1 hour. 
Serve with Hollandaise sauce.

NOTE: Do not allow raw or cooked eggs to 
remain at room temperature for longer than one 
hour (including preparation and service time).

To make the sauce
In a mixing bowl whisk together yolks with 
lemon juice, hot pepper sauce and salt. Place 
bowl over double-boiler. Whisk constantly and 
slowly, add melted butter. Continue whisking 
over low heat until mixture reaches 160° F  
and is thick. Set aside and keep warm.

Spinach, Mushroom  
& Bacon Egg Casserole
with Hollandaise Sauce

Yield: 12 servings
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Farm & Food

They’re nutritious: eggs are high in 
protein containing all nine essential 
amino acids, plus they contain 13 
essential vitamins and minerals. 

Eggs are affordable. They stay 
fresh for weeks in the refrigerator. 
And, in today’s consumer environ-
ment where foods seen as natural 
and unprocessed are especially in 
demand, eggs fit the bill perfectly.

As simple as eggs seem, however, 
they contain many “secrets.” Let’s 
crack some of them.

Shell color
White is by far the most common 

color of chicken eggs found in U.S. 
grocery stores. Brown eggs are also 
widely available. Eggshell color is 
determined by breed of chicken. 

or freshness. Instead, yolk color is 
determined by what the laying hens 
eat. The yellow we’re used to seeing 
in yolks comes from plant pigments 
known as xanthophylls. 

The more yellow pigments found 
in the hens’ feed, the yellower their 
yolks will be. In parts of South 
America where hens consume red 
annatto seeds, their egg yolks can 
even be orange or reddish in color.

Egg freshness
When packaged and refrigerated 

properly, eggs will stay fresh for 
weeks. Ironically, the best place to 
store eggs is NOT in the specially-
designed egg trays included in the 
door of some older refrigerators. 
Rather, eggs should be stored in their 
original carton on an inside shelf. 
Storing them this way means they 
won’t be repeatedly exposed to tem-
perature changes and jostling when 
the refrigerator door is opened and 
closed. ►

White is the most common egg color 
largely because the more efficient 
egg-producing chicken breeds lay 
white eggs. 

Although eggshell color correlates 
somewhat with the feather color, the 
most precise indicator of what color 
eggs a hen will lay is to look at her 
earlobes, not her feathers. Hens with 
white earlobes lay white eggs, while 
hens with red earlobes lay brown 
eggs. There are even chicken breeds 
which lay cream, green, or even blue 
eggs!

Regardless of shell color, chicken 
eggs are all very similar nutritionally.

Yolk color
The color of an egg’s yolk is not 

an indicator of nutritional quality 

Eggs are an amazing food item. They come in their own  
serving-sized capsules and can be quickly prepared in  
dozens of ways for any meal or snack.
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Farm & Food

Since their shells are porous, re-
frigerate eggs within their original 
cartons to prevent them taking on the 
odors or flavors of nearby items like 
onions.

Most eggs leave the farm within 
a day or two of being laid. If an egg 
carton includes an expiration or 
sell-by date, the eggs can be safely 
used two to three weeks beyond that 
date. A more precise way of deter-
mining egg age is the Julian date. 
In this 3-digit system, January 1 
is 001 and December 31 is 365. 
Some cartons include the Julian 
date to indicate the day the eggs 
were packed. If refrigerated at 45ºF 
or lower in their cartons, eggs may 
be kept four to five weeks past the 
Julian date.

Eggs and Cholesterol
For years, medical experts and 

their patients who were looking to 

cut cholesterol intake viewed eggs 
with suspicion. More recent findings, 
however, point to two significant 
factors in favor of eggs. 

The first of these findings is an 
analysis conducted in 2011 that 
showed eggs are actually 14% lower 
in cholesterol than recorded previ-
ously. The second is the discovery 
that there may not be a strong causal 
relationship between the amount of 
cholesterol we eat and the amount of 
cholesterol in our blood. As a result, 
the 2015 Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans do not place a suggested 
daily limit on dietary cholesterol 
intake.

Still worried about cholesterol 
in eggs? In an effort to achieve a 
balance between enjoying eggs and 
avoiding them altogether, some 
people discard the yolks because 
they contain the most cholester-
ol. Don’t! According to the Egg 

Sources/for more information: American Egg Board, www.aeb.org; Egg Nutrition Center, www.eggnutritioncenter.org; www.IncredibleEgg.org; 
Michigan State University Extension, Why are chicken eggs different colors?; http://bit.ly/1TTwfhP; North Carolina Egg Association, Where Do You 
Store Your Eggs?, http://bit.ly/1QPmaMs; NPR, Brown and White Eggs, Unscrambled, http://n.pr/1ppwhSi; NPR, Help! My Egg Yolks Are Freakish-
ly White, http://n.pr/1p2ElIJ; PR Newswire, Eggs Are Now Naturally Lower in Cholesterol, http://prn.to/1Qvybar; The Washington Post, The U.S. gov-
ernment is poised to withdraw longstanding warnings about cholesterol, http://wapo.st/1mCIMbS; University of California Division of Agriculture & 
Natural Resources, Egg Basics for the Consumer: Packaging, Storage, and Nutritional Information, http://bit.ly/1Y7e9Z6

Nutrition Center, “Most of the 
vitamins and minerals in an egg are 
lost if the yolk is discarded.” They 
continue, “Fat and cholesterol in the 
egg yolk carry fat-soluble nutrients 
like vitamin D, E, A, choline, and 
the carotenoids lutein/zeaxanthin, 
which may aid absorption of these 
essential and important components 
of the egg.”

If you’re hungry for a quick, tasty, 
and nutritious meal or snack, you 
can’t go wrong by cracking open 
some eggs. ■

Recent findings point to two significant factors in favor of eggs – 
eggs are actually 14% lower in cholesterol, and there may not be 
a strong relationship between the amount of cholesterol we eat 
and the amount found in our blood.
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Farm Country

The Somonauk High School 
Ag Department will host a 
Tractor Safety School next 
month for young people ages 
14 and 15. The Safety School is 
scheduled for April 1 & 2, and 
April 15 & 16.

“We are hosting the Tractor 
Safety School to allow students 
in our program to be certified 
so they can utilize our school 
equipment,” said Toni Gabriel, 
Somonauk ag teacher. “We 
believe it is very important for 
agricultural education to provide 
students the opportunity to learn 
how to safely handle equipment. 
Many students today do not 
come from a production back-
ground, so we are happy to provide 
them with this school.”

The Tractor Safety School follows 
the guidelines established under the 
National Safe Tractor and Machinery 
Operation Program and complies 
with the U.S. Department of Labor 
Fair Labor Standards which allows 
the age for employment in agricul-
ture at 16 years or 14 years with 
special training. Those 14 and 15-
year-olds who receive training and 

Tractor Safety School at Somonauk

certification from an approved tractor 
safety certification program may be 
employed in agriculture. 

Young people working on their 
own family farm are not required to 
be trained and certified through this 
program, but will find the Tractor 
Safety School beneficial. 

Sessions are: April 1, 7 - 10 p.m; 
April 2, 8 a.m. – Noon; April 15, 1 

Dairy Breakfast June 18
Mark your calendar for the upcoming Dairy Breakfast at the Dale and 
Linda Drendel Farm in Hampshire on Saturday, June 18, 6-11 a.m. 
There will be morning activities for the whole family including petting 
young calves (pictured with a calf is Linda Drendel), watching cows 
being milked, and much more. The Dairy Breakfast and Farm Tour is 
being sponsored by dairy farmers from DeKalb and Kane counties. 

(From left) Instructor Ryan Rademaker talks tractor safety with participants from 
the 2014 Tractor Safety School: Matt Zaeske, Austin Pfau, Rayann Gilchrist, Glen 
Larson, and Ethan Plote.

- 6 p.m; April 16, 8 a.m. until testing 
is completed. Students are required to 
participate in all sessions.

The Tri-County Alumni group 
is sponsoring this safety school at 
Somonauk with support from area 
businesses.

Class size is limited to 30 students. 
Priority will be given to the  
Somonauk-Sandwich-Leland FFA 
members, but there are a few spaces 
for other local students to attend.

Cost is $20 for Somonauk- 
Sandwich-Leland FFA members  
and $80 for others.

To register, contact Toni Gabriel  
at gabrielt@somonauk.net by  
March 18; late applicants will be 
allowed if the class is not full. ■
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Farm Country

Teaching rural children how to work 
and play safely in the country is what 
Farm Safety Camp is all about.

Farm Safety Camp is scheduled 
for Wednesday, June 22 at Jonamac 
Orchard in rural Malta. The camp is 
open to rural children ages 8 to 12 
years. 

Children will learn how to recognize 
potential dangers present in the 
country and around the farm and 
develop respect for these hazards in 
interactive sessions. The sessions will 
focus on ATVs, animals, bicycles, 
chemicals, electricity, farm machinery, 
fire, first aid and rescue, grain bin and 
grain wagons, hearing, lawn mowers 
and garden tractors, and semi-truck/
trailer safety. 

Qualified local experts will discuss 
important messages at each of the 12 
safety stations positioned outdoors 
around the orchard.

Wanted:  
Crop Reporters

Farm Bureau is gearing up to 
provide its annual Crop Reporting 
Service and urging local farmers 
to be Crop Reporters. 

DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s 
Crop Reporting Service will offer 
weekly weather and crop reports 
on its website beginning in April.

Those farmers and agribusiness 
people who have participated in 
the past are hoping that others will 
join them to expand the outreach.

Dave Yaeger, coordinator of the 
Crop Reporting Service, collects 
information from Crop Reporters 
and posts it to the Farm Bureau 
website.

If you are interested in being a 
Crop Reporter contact the Farm 
Bureau office, 815-756-6361 
or Dave Yaeger at dyaeger38@
gmail.com. ■

DeKalb County yields reported
DeKalb County set a new record high soybean yield in 2015. The USDA 

reported the county averaged 61.2 bushels per acre of soybeans last year, up 
slightly from the 2014 county average of 60 bushels per acre.  

Last year’s county yield topped the state average of 56 bushels. With the new 
yield data, the county’s five-year soybean average (2011-2015) is 58 bushels 
per acre. DeKalb County farmers grew 113,500 acres of soybeans last year.

DeKalb County’s corn crop fell behind previous years averaging 182.9 
bushels in 2015, primarily due to the wet month of June and cooler summer. 
The county corn crop was slightly ahead of the state average of 175 bushels. 

Last year’s 182.9 bushel DeKalb County average lagged behind the 2014 
average of 194.1 bushels. The five-year county corn yield average is 183 
bushels per acre (2011-2015). Corn is the county’s top crop with 222,500 acres 
grown last year. ■

Registration is now open for 
Farm Safety Camp set for 
June 22 at Jonamac Orchard.

Camp hosts are Mary Lynn, Jerry, 
Kevin and Denice McArtor and Mike 
and Jenna Spychal. 

Registration forms for camp are 
now available at the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau office, or on the Farm 
Bureau website: www.dekalbfarm 
bureau.org or from 4-H leaders. 
Forms are due into the Farm Bureau 
office by Friday, June 3. 

Registration fee is $10 per camper 
or $20 per family. Fee includes a 
t-shirt, lunch and materials.

Farm Safety Camp is being 
sponsored by the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau with support from 
the COUNTRY Financial DeKalb 
Agency and in cooperation with 
local businesses and organizations. 
For more information, contact the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau office, 
815-756-6361. ■
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College Scholarships offered
Now is the time to apply for Farm Bureau Foundation College Scholarships!

The Arden and Dorothy Baie 
Scholarship was presented for the 
first time last year. Representing the 
Baie family are sisters: (from left) Joan 
Stanley, Ann Marie Stanley, and Donna 
Pettengill with scholarship recipient Ariel 
Russell. The Baie sisters established 
the scholarship with the Farm Bureau 
Foundation in memory of their parents.

Ag Discipline Scholarship
College juniors or seniors enrolled 

in an agriculture-related degree 
program may apply for the Ag Dis-
cipline Scholarship. The scholarship 
is valued at $1,200.

Those college juniors who 
received the scholarship last year 
may reapply for the same scholar-
ship for their senior year, providing 
they meet the program requirements.

Baie General Scholarship
For the second year, a scholar-

ship will be given in memory of 
Arden and Dorothy Baie, long-time 
members of the Farm Bureau. The 
Baies shared a passion for their 
farming lifestyle and a commitment 
to higher education.

The Arden and Dorothy Baie 
Scholarship is available to college 
juniors and seniors pursuing any 
field of study. Two, $1,200 Baie 
Scholarships will be awarded to 
deserving students.

Medical Scholarship 
The Medical Scholarship program 

provides funds for students pursuing 
a degree with a medical discipline. 
The $2,000 scholarship is available 
to students studying to become phy-
sicians, veterinarians, optometrists, 
nurses, dentists, physical therapists, 

pharmacists or other medical-related 
professions.

To be eligible, a student must 
currently be in medical school, 
accepted to a medical school or a 
four-year nursing program.

Scholarships

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation offers the 
following college scholarships – Ag Discipline, Baie General, 
Medical, and Morley Science scholarships.

Applications for these scholarships are available on the Farm 
Bureau website www.dekalbfarmbureau.org or at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau office. Completed applications are due by 
Friday, June 17. 

To qualify, students or their parents must be “M” or “A” 
members in good standing since Sept. 1, 2014. Those students 
applying who are 22 years or older must have their own Farm 
Bureau membership.

Morley Science Scholarship
The Morley Science Scholarship 

provides scholarships to students 
in science-based curriculums. The 
scholarship was established in 
memory of Robert Morley, a former 
DeKalb science teacher. ►

The Baie Scholarship was established 
in memory of Arden and Dorothy Baie 
who shared a passion for their farming 
lifestyle and a commitment to higher 
education. The scholarship is available 
to college juniors and seniors pursuing 
any field of study.
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Scholarships

Michael Long received Farm Bureau’s 
Ag and Science Scholarships in college.  
He will graduate from the University of 
Wisconsin-Platteville in May with a double 
major in ag business and soil and crop 
science. After graduation, he will work for 
CHS-Elburn in grain marketing.

The Morley Science Scholar-
ship encourages students to pursue 
science-based higher education. The 
$1,200 scholarship is for juniors and 
seniors in college with science-relat-
ed majors.

The general evaluation criteria for 
all of the Farm Bureau scholarships 
include: academic performance, 
participation in school, 
community activities, and 
job experience. 

To apply for any of 
these scholarships visit 
the Farm Bureau website: 
www.dekalbfarm 
bureau.org and click on 
“Scholarships” on the 
front page of the website. Download 
the application, fill it out electroni-
cally, print and mail or deliver to the 
Farm Bureau office, along with the 

necessary attachments. Applica-
tions cannot be submitted electroni-
cally. For a copy of the application 
form, visit the Farm Bureau office.

For additional information, 
contact the Farm Bureau office, 
815-756-6361. ■

Foundation funds 
scholarships

Farm Bureau members can invest 
in college students by supporting the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foun-
dation. The Foundation provides 
scholarships to deserving college 
students – from agricultural students 
to physicians. 

Members may contribute to the 
existing scholarship funds or start 
an endowment fund creating a new 
scholarship.

It is the desire of the Foundation 
to expand the scholarship program 
and reach more local students with 
financial support to assist with their 
college education and help support 
students’ academic goals.

Contact the Farm Bureau Founda-
tion to learn more about scholarship 
donation opportunities, 815-756-
6361. ■

Help a college student  
by donating to the  

DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Foundation!

Rural Nurse Practitioner Scholarship
Applications are now available for nurse practitioner scholarships through 

the Illinois Farm Bureau® Rural Nurse Practitioner Scholarship Program. 
There will be five scholarships, worth $4,000 each, granted this year.

The scholarship program helps encourage and develop the pool of rural 
health practitioners to help meet primary health care needs in rural Illinois. 
Students who receive scholarships agree to practice for two years in an 
approved rural area in Illinois.

To be eligible for the scholarship, students must be Illinois residents and 
be a Registered Nurse accepted or enrolled in an accredited Nurse Practi-
tioner Program.  Funding is provided by the Rural Illinois Medical Student 
Assistance Program.

Applications are available at www.rimsap.com. Applications are due 
May 1.

Loans for medical students
The Illinois Farm Bureau teamed up with the Illinois State Medical 

Society in 1948 to create the RIMSAP program. If medical students agree 
to practice in a rural community for at least five years after they graduate, 
RIMSAP provides low-interest student loans and recommendations to get 
into the University of Illinois College of Medicine. 

For an application and additional information go to: www.rimsap.com. ■

“I am so grateful that I received the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau’s Ag & Science Scholarships during my 
junior and senior years in college. These scholarships 
helped me stay more focused on my studies and 
graduate in four years. Now I’m looking forward to a 
great career in ag business.”

Michael Long
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Ag Literacy

Let this sink in for a moment: In February, 3,360 area elementary school students 
learned something about farming and agriculture.

That’s three thousand, three hundred sixty kids who can tell you, in detail,  
how farming connects to their own lives. 

They are the students in the 145 first through fourth grade DeKalb County class-
rooms whose teachers requested Ag in the Classroom (AITC) presentations this year. 

They are the students impacted by over 100 volunteers who made a commitment  
to visit those classrooms to teach about agriculture.

First Grade

More Than a Seed
Sycamore area volunteer Darin Butler (right) was one of many 
who helped first graders discover how and why farmers grow 
corn and soybeans. In the “More Than a Seed” lesson, students 
learned that our top two crops are used for things like fuel, food 
ingredients, and to feed the animals that feed us. 

Students then planted their own “crops” by placing their corn 
kernels and soybeans against the clear sides of a corn-based 
plastic cup. Because the seeds were visible instead of buried 
in soil, students could watch the germination process. Within 
days following their AITC presentation, the seeds sprouted, 
extending the learning process well beyond the classroom visit. 
In these photos, students at North School in Sycamore plant 
and admire their seeds.

CLASSROOM
FARMING

Ag in the 
Classroom 

presentations  
impact 
3,360 

DeKalb County 
students!
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Ag Literacy

Second Grade

From Cow to Ice Cream
The way to a second grader’s heart is very likely 
through his or her stomach. The “From Cow to Ice 
Cream” lesson delved into the hows and whys of dairy 
farming. The undisputed highlight of this presentation, 
however, was making ice cream. 

At Hiawatha Elementary in Kirkland, FFA members 
Megan Exner and Katie Carlson (bottom left)  teamed 
up to teach the steps of dairy farming and making ice 
cream. At the opposite end of the county, the mother-
daughter team of Nancy (left) and Mollie Hayes (below) 
from Leland worked together to teach and  
treat students at Haskin Elementary in Sandwich.

“The program gives students the opportunity 
to see where their food comes from … not the 
grocery store. They also learn about farms, 
animals, and the processes involved. And, 
they develop an appreciation for farming.”

Melissa Irick, Second Grade Teacher
Hiawatha Elementary, Kirkland
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Ag Literacy

Third Grade

It’s an Earful
Corn is arguably our county, state, and country’s most 
important crop. Third graders investigated this crop in a 
lesson called “It’s an Earful.” Sandwich area volunteer John 
Frieders (right) and his wife Nancy visited Haskin Elementary 
in Sandwich to deliver the corn lesson in two classrooms. 

Students learned to distinguish between the appearance 
and uses of various kinds of corn, explored corn production, 
dissected corn kernels, and constructed paper corn stalks. 
They also discovered some of field corn’s many uses and 
how those uses improve our lives.

Robyn Alde
Steve Almburg
Harold Armstrong
Alicen Bauer
Ken Beever
Steve Bemis
Meredith Bend
Katie & Kevin Betz
Lindsay & Berkeley Boehne
Erik Bolander
Darin Butler
Jill Carey-Hargrave
Jordyn Corbin
Doug Dashner
Ernesto De La Cruz
Bill Deutsch
Pat Deutsch
Beth Dowdakin
Amanda Erlenbach
Mark Ekstrom
Josh Faivre
Roger Faivre
Steve Franklin
John & Linda Frieders
Eric Gabriel
Darin Hagemeyer
Jenna Halverson
Beth Hanson
Mollie Hayes

MANY THANKS!
The extensive reach of the Ag in the Classroom program would be impossible without the dedication  

of our many volunteers. These are the people who made this year’s presentations possible:

Nancy Hayes
Matt Heisner
Ann Horack
Nichole Janssen
Dean Johnson
Heidi Kelly
Chuck Kessler
Steve Larson
Eric Lawler
Jerry Lundeen
Dave Maroo
Emily Maxwell
Jen McGee
Brian Miller
Grant Miller
Margaret Page
Randy Panzer
Taylor Piron
Roy Plote
Carrie Pollard
Brad Slutz
Lindsay Steele
Dana Timmermann
Denise Timmermann
Chris Tuttle
Sherry Uhrich
Ricky Vasquez
A.J. Vosika

DeKalb FFA
Natalie Baert
Will Challand
Lexi Hansen
Randy Hudspeth
Justene Jennings
Logan Roach
Nick Roach
Trisha Roser
Sabrina Shake
Olivia Willrett
Jessica Yaeger
Trevor Yaeger
Genoa-Kingston FFA
Cody Bollech 
Anna Drendel
Kyle Garrelts
Danielle Johnson
Ray Johnson
Roberto Mercado
Brennan Peters
Kaylee Rease
Raven Ruchti
Jaylin Segatto
Brooke Sunderlage

Hiawatha FFA
Emma Carlson
Katie Carlson
Megan Exner
Wyatt Exner
Bart Hall
Brooke Koehnke
Miranda Nelson
Braden Watson
Somonauk-Leland-
Sandwich FFA 
Jenna Baker
Allison Glover
Jackie Marco
Alyssa Mihalka
Marisa Pellegrino
Kenna Potter
Sycamore FFA
Chase Clausen
Jillian Diehl
Teagan Neff
Elliot Pritchett

CLASSROOM
FARMING
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Ag LiteracyFifth Grade

Mapping Illinois  
Agriculture
During the 4th grade lesson, “Mapping Illinois Agriculture,” 
students explored our agriculturally-rich state. Volunteer 
Eric Gabriel (right) of Sycamore worked with students on 
their mapping skills, teaching them to find locations in the 
map index and use coordinates to pinpoint ag-related sites 
across the state. 

A matching activity had the children reading clue cards 
to identify products from Illinois agriculture, like peaches, 
pumpkins, and barbed wire. Once students solved the 
mysteries of many Illinois products, they “mapped” them by 
locating towns with significant ties to each, such as Morton 
for pumpkins and DeKalb for barbed wire.

Ideally, by the time each DeKalb 
County elementary student reaches 
the end of fourth grade, he or she will 
have gained a basic understanding of 
the connection between everyday life 
and what is produced on local farms. 
Hopefully, the agricultural learning 
that takes place during Ag in the 

Over 100 volunteers delivered 
Ag in the Classroom lessons in  

145 classrooms.

Classroom doesn’t stop with the children. 
Each student who participates receives an Ag in the Classroom  

certificate with a letter and facts to share with their parents. Depending on 
the grade level, children also take home Ag Mags packed with engaging ag 
information.

In the end, it’s safe to say that, thanks to our volunteers, thousands of 
DeKalb County students, teachers, and parents dramatically increased their 
agricultural knowledge in February! ■
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Family Health

What Does 
Your Medical 
Future Hold?

From KishHealth System,  
part of Northwestern Medicine

While you can’t prepare for every 
possible situation, advance care 
planning can help you feel at 
peace when it comes to your 
medical care.

Have you ever been around a 
friend or family member who faced 
end-of-life medical decisions? If 
so, you’re probably aware of some 
positive aspects of the process and 
others that were negative. Putting 
yourself in that person’s shoes may 
make it easier to understand the 
benefits of creating advance care 
planning documents to detail your 
end-of-life wishes.

“Advance care planning exists to 
help you understand possible future 
health choices, reflect on those 
choices in light of the values and 

goals that are important to you, and 
discuss your choices with the people 
who are close to you as well as with 
your healthcare professionals,” says 
Colleen Parks, LCSW, C-ASWCM, 
Social Services manager at Kish-
Health System. “All of these factors 
help you make a plan for future 
healthcare situations to ensure your 
wishes are carried out.”

Care Plans Come  
in Many Forms

An advance directive can be a 
formal, legal document or something 
as simple as an informal letter or 
conversation with a family member. 
However, a legal document is often 
the best way to help ensure your 
choices will be followed.

“You could unexpectedly become 
incapable of making your own 
decisions, have little to no chance of 
recovery, and experience a signifi-

Come see us!
Advance Care Planning facilitators will be present to answer your questions at:

DeKalb/Sycamore Community Expo - March 30, DeKalb High School, 2:30 - 7 p.m.
Sandwich Senior Fair - May 25, Sandwich Fair Grounds, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

cant injury or loss of function,” says 
Parks. “Such a circumstance might 
arise because of an injury to the 
brain from an accident, a stroke, or 
a slowly progressive disease such as 
Alzheimer’s.”

Types of advance directives 
you may choose to create 
include:
• Power of Attorney for Health Care
• Living Will
• Mental Health Treatment  
Preference Declaration
• Physician Orders for Life- 
Sustaining Treatment (POLST)
• Universal Do Not Resuscitate 
(DNR)

For assistance with advance care 
planning options available through  
KishHealth System, email  
ACP@kishhealth.org. ■
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Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordina-
tor. Follow her Stray Kernels blog at 
www.straykernels.wordpress.com. 

Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

My Grandpa, the Egg Man
Years after my grandparents got out of the egg business, the area just inside 

the back door of their farmhouse still smelled faintly of chickens. 
That’s where they hung their “chicken clothes”—the overalls, coats, and hats 

they would wear when doing chores like collecting, cleaning, grading, and 
packing eggs.

It wasn’t an offensive odor, unlike the chicken houses themselves which 
smelled strongly enough to make my eyes water on the rare occasion I stepped 
into them. No, the smell of that small passageway was always a welcoming 
reminder that I had arrived at Grandma and Grandpa’s. Throughout my 
childhood, their farm was a place I loved to be. I played outside. I sang along to 
Grandma’s records. I followed Grandpa around. And I learned a whole lot about 
eggs.

In the summers, I often stayed the night. Many a morning would find 
Grandpa and me in the kitchen, he standing at the stove making breakfast, 
me at my usual spot at the table as sunlight streamed through the screen door. 
Naturally, breakfast was usually eggs. Grandpa liked to experiment with spices, 
and would often make each of us a uniquely-seasoned one-egg omelet. 

While we ate, we would talk. It was over those breakfasts when I learned 
that very young hens were most likely to lay odd-sized eggs or eggs with a 
membrane but no shell. Grandpa taught me how to divide a Julian date by 30 to 
figure out approximately when a carton of eggs was packed. If he happened to 
have recently collected a particularly tiny egg, known as a “peewee,” it was at 
breakfast time when he or Grandma would wrap it in a paper towel and place it 
in an empty margarine container for me to take home.

After breakfast it would be time to head out to work. To me, the most inter-
esting activity took place in the small egg packing room located on one end of 
one of the long, low chicken houses. Here, Grandpa dunked wire baskets of 
eggs into cleaning solution, Grandma perched on a metal stool candling eggs, 
and an automatic egg grader clattered rhythmically as it sorted eggs by weight. 
In my mind’s eye, I can still see Grandma carefully rotating eggs in front of the 
bright bulb on the end of the grading machine, looking for cracks in each shell 
or blood spots on each yolk. 

Grandma and Grandpa’s egg delivery route included restaurants, bakeries, 
and other businesses, mostly in the Rochelle area but also in Rockford. One of 
my favorite childhood memories is of the day their blue “egg van” pulled up 
to the rear entrance of Kings School while I was outside at recess. I streaked 
across the playground in excitement to see them, bursting with pride. MY 
grandparents provided all the eggs we ate at MY school!

A year or so before he died, Grandpa told me about Pearl Valley Eggs, a 
modern Illinois egg farm he had recently visited. He was very impressed by 
it, and said he would like to take me there sometime for a tour. By then, I was 
working here at Farm Bureau and intrigued by any new farm experiences I 
could take in. But it wasn’t until some years after he passed that I finally got a 
chance to visit that farm. 

In 2009 and again in 2012 I 
took groups of teachers to Pearl 
Valley Eggs during our Summer Ag 
Institute. Each time, I could imagine 
Grandpa being there with me, taking 
in the sheer size of the hen houses, 
the freshness of the air within them, 
and the clean, healthy birds in their 
cages. I could picture him shaking 
his head in bemused amazement at 
how many tasks are now automated, 
including collecting, cleaning, and 
candling the eggs. I could especially 
envision him marveling at the robotic 
egg packing process.

I’ve been told that Grandpa was 
known by many as “the Egg Man.” 
I wish he was still here, so we could 
talk some more about eggs.

Note: Julian date = day of the 
year. A Julian date of 094 on an 
egg carton means the eggs were 
packed on the 94th day of the year, 
or around April 4, because 94 ÷ 30 
= 3 months plus 4 days (where an 
average month is 30 days long). ■
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Jamie Walter
Pierce Township

Central District Director

Jamie Walter

Don Willrett

No. Years on FB Board: 11
Hometown & Occupation: Hinckley, Grain & Cattle Farmer & Agribusinessman
Age: 63
Role of Farm Bureau: To act as an advocate for agriculture and agribusiness 
at the county level and to lobby in the best interest of farmers at the state and 
national levels.
Farm: As a fourth generation farmer, I grow corn and soybeans, feed beef cattle, 
and I’m involved in several agribusinesses in partnership with my family.
Family: Adult children, Scott, Hinckley farmer; Heather, DeKalb; and Sandi, 
Wilmington, NC
Education: A.A.S., Farm Management, Kishwaukee College; Hinckley-Big Rock 
High School
Community: Hinckley United Methodist Church Trustee
Hobbies/Interests: Auctions, college basketball, driving the back roads Don Willrett

Squaw Grove Township
Southern District Director

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Directors

No. Years on FB Board: 8
Hometown & Occupation: DeKalb, Grain Farmer
Age: 44
Role of Farm Bureau: To serve as a liaison between farmers and the community 
including consumers, politicians and businesses and also to serve as an advocate and 
information resource for farmers.
Farm: I am a fifth generation grain farmer who grows corn, soybeans, wheat and 
rye with my father and am involved in several related businesses including seed and 
on-farm craft distillery.
Family: Spouse, Kristen, compliance and finance manager for Whiskey Acres; children 
Sydney, 12, Josh, 10, and Danielle, 5
Education: J.D. with honors, Drake Law School; B.S., Advertising, University of Illinois; 
DeKalb High School
Community: Christ the Teacher/Newman Parish Director, Kingston Mutual Insurance 
Advisory Board, U of I Research Farm Advisory Board
Hobbies/Interests: Fishing, reading, traveling, spending quality time with family
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Trips

Fair Oaks Farm is not your typical 
farm. It’s an agri-tourism destination 
unlike anything else.

Located in the rolling fields of 
Northwest Indiana, the Fair Oaks 
facility offers experiences to the 
public that will never be forgotten.

Farm Bureau has planned a day 
trip to Fair Oaks on Saturday, June 
25.  Get on the motorcoach at Farm 
Bureau and take a ride with us to Fair 
Oaks, Indiana for some agri-enter-
tainment. Bus departs from DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau at 8 a.m. and 
returns by 7 p.m.

At Fair Oaks you will have access 
to everything on the farm. Group 
tours have been arranged for the Pig 
and Dairy Adventures. 

In the Pig Adventure you will 
absorb the life of a pig with an 
indoor view overlooking the 

Fair Oaks Farm adventure awaits

gestation, farrowing and growing 
barns. A shuttle bus transports 
you between the visitor center and 
connected pig facilities.

A cow shuttle takes you around in 
the Dairy Adventure to observe a calf 

being born in the birthing barn and 
a behind-the-scene look at the dairy 
farm to see a free-stall barn filled 
with cows. One of the highlights of 
the dairy tour is watching cows being 
milked in the 72-rotary milking 
system. 

Fair Oaks Farm is an escape to 
the country with acres of learning 
to reconnect with animals. City and 
rural people will find it quite fasci-
nating.

At Fair Oaks you will be free to 
visit the Cheese Factory, the new 
Crop Education Building, the Visitor 
Center, Green Gate Garden, Mooville 
Play Center with a treehouse, 
climbing wall and jumping pillow, 
the ice cream and gift shop. Lunch 
will be at your own expense in the 
Farmhouse Restaurant or café or you 
can bring a sack lunch and eat in the 
outside picnic area.

The cost of the trip is $40 per 
person and includes motorcoach 
transportation, and group admittance 
to the Dairy and Pig Adventures. 
Children two and under are free.

To register for the Fair Oaks Farm 
Tour, contact the Farm Bureau office.  
Checks or credit card payment 
accepted. 

A limited number of spaces are 
available so act soon to reserve your 
space. ■

Sister Act is a reason to rejoice!
This feel-amazing Broadway musical comedy is based on the hit 1992 film 

featuring Whoopi Goldberg and has audiences jumping to their feet. 
Filled with powerful feel-good gospel music and outrageous dancing, this 

is a truly moving story about a woman hiding in a convent who helps her 
fellow sisters find their voices as she rediscovers her own. Deloris Van Cartier 
breathes new life into the church and community and finds power in her 
newly found sisterhood.

Farm Bureau has tickets for Sister Act 
on June 8 at Circa 21 theater in Rock 
Island. Tickets are $71 for members, $81 
for guests. Ticket price includes the show, 
lunch and motorcoach transportation.

Farm Bureau has reserved seats in 
the first two rows of this historic dinner 
theater.

Ticket sales open on Monday, April 4 
at the Prime Timers luncheon, beginning 
at 11 a.m. Afterwards, registration will 
be accepted at the Farm Bureau office. A 
limited number of spaces are available for 
this dinner theater day trip. 

For additional information contact the 
Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361. ■

See Sister Act at Circa 21
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You may not be able to see into 
the future but you can prepare 
for it. Be proactive. Purchase the 
insurance coverage you may need 
today to protect yourself and your 
family tomorrow. 

The right insurance coverage can 
help. With proper planning, you can 
do your best to minimize the effect 
of those expected, or unexpected, 
life changes that happen to us all.

To keep your plan up to date, it’s 
best to review your policies with an 
insurance representative every year 
to make sure you have adequate 
coverage. Do a periodic inventory 
of your personal property to make 
sure your insurance amounts are 
adequate.

Documentation is key. The 

smart homeowner 
has a complete list of 
valuable items they 
own. This will help 
you in filing a claim. If you splurge 
and purchase a new piece of art or 
an expensive item of jewelry, you 
should review your policies to see 
if any changes need to be made to 
cover your new property. High value 
items like antiques, jewelry, and col-

lectibles should 
be appraised 
so their correct 
values are docu-
mented.

If you suffer 
a major loss, 
such as a fire, 
an insurance 

company is going to ask you for 
a complete list of your personal 
property. It’s better to be complet-
ing a list now, rather than having to 
construct a list after the loss. 

The most preferable way to 
inventory your personal property is 
by completing a written inventory. 
Photographs and videotapes of each 

Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Dean Miller & Gavin Wilson 
COUNTRY Financial Representatives

COUNTRY

Dean Miller, Gavin Wilson and AlisonTaylor

Keep your insurance up to date

0216-220

www.countryfinancial.com
815-748-7064

room in your home may also help to 
establish an inventory.

Read your policies carefully. If 
you don’t understand something, talk 
with an insurance representative and 
have them review your coverage. It 
doesn’t hurt to look at ways to make 
your premium dollars work more  
efficiently. You can save money by  
increasing your deductible and 
assuming more of the initial part of 
the loss.

Take the time to do the work to 
protect yourself, your family, and 
your belongings now, so you are 
prepared for whatever may happen in 
the future.

To help with your insurance needs, 
contact Dean Miller or Gavin Wilson, 
815-748-7064.

COUNTRY Financial issues 
home policies through COUNTRY 
Mutual Insurance Company® and 
COUNTRY Casualty Insurance 
Company®, Bloomington IL. ■

It’s best to review your policies with an insurance 
representative every year to make sure you have 
adequate coverage. Do a periodic inventory of your 
personal property to make sure your insurance 
amounts are adequate.



28     Connections

“Best Friends”
Photo by Nicole Jonutz

Five-year-old Makayla Jonutz kisses 
her horse, Fancy, at her family’s farm 
in Maple Park. Makayla’s mother, 
Nicole, took this photo before going 
for a ride during an unseasonably 
warm winter day.
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Share Your Snaps
Here is what you need to do...
1. Photo contest is open to amateur photographers.

2. Take photographs of weather that demonstrate just how beautiful 
Mother Nature can be. Examples include sunsets, lightning, 
clouds and rainbows.

3. Make sure your camera or Smartphone is set to the highest  
resolution for quality and your photo is sent at its original size.  
The submitted photo must be the photographer’s original work.

4. Email your pictures to aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org  
with a brief description of the photo and the story behind it.

5. Log on to Facebook and follow the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
page at www.facebook.com/DeKalb CountyFarmBureau.

6. Watch for your pictures to be posted on the Facebook page.

7. Click “like” on the photo you enjoy most, and share it with family 
and friends.

Contestants agree that the final judgment as to all matters of the contest and in-
terpretation of contest rules are at the sole discretion of the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau. 

Share Your Snaps is a themed, 
monthly photo competition that 
allows you to snap, share and  
send your favorite photos 
to the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau. 

These photos will be posted 
on our Facebook page weekly. 
The photo that has the most 
“likes” by the last day of the 
month will be published in 
the following Connections 
magazine. 

So have fun and be creative!

This month’s theme is:  
Weather Wonders

DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Monthly Photo Contest

So get Snapping!
The last day of March’s contest is March 31. 

Watch for the winning photo in the April/May issue  
of Connections magazine!
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The 160-acre University of Illinois owned farm will 
downsize its field research trials from 107 acres to about 
10 acres leaving 97 tillable acres to be custom farmed.

“There will be some ag research occurring this year (at 
the agronomy farm) based on years of research by our 
agronomists and faculty,” said German Bollero, professor 
and Crop Sciences department head at the U of I.  
“We will finish up some of our longer research projects 
and honor crop research agreements with companies.”  
The transition phase should be completed by next year.

Driven by state budget cuts, the University of Illinois 
will be eliminating crop production research at four of its 
centers: Shabbona, St. Charles (horticulture), Brownstown 
and Dixon Springs. 

“The continuous erosion of funding by the state and  
university budget cuts has led to the closing of these off-campus 
research centers,” said Bollero. For the past 14 years budget cuts 
have been made in the Crop Sciences Department which supervises 
the research centers. In the last six years, the department has made  
$2 million in cuts.

“These are not easy decisions,” said Bollero. “We have had great part-
nerships through the years and we are very thankful for the local support 
at these research centers.”

“It’s disappointing,” says Russ 
Higgins, Extension Ag Educator, who 
shares research from the local center 
with farmers. “There’s great value in 
having research facilities off-campus, 
especially within the periphery of the 
state.”

Higgins explains, “Northern Illinois 
has unique growing conditions 
(compared to other areas) and the crop 
research has been beneficial to growers 
in this part of the state.” 

Bollaro says the university’s business 
plan is to partner with farmers through-
out the state by conducting experimental 
trials on individual farms and continue to 
share research information with farmers. 
The university will concentrate on crop 
research at the South Farms on campus, 
at Monmouth and Perry centers.

The closing of the Northern Illinois 
Agronomy Research Center means two 

Agronomy Research Farm in Transition

employees will be terminated effective 
April 1st – Dr. Greg Steckel, research 
agronomist for the past five years, and 
David Lindgren, farm foreman for 33 
years. Steckel is exploring opportunities 
to continue a career in research. Lindgren 
will retire. 

Higgins, who has worked out of the 
Research Center office for the past five 
years and whose career is with Extension, 
will now be based out of county Extension 
offices in northern Illinois.

In the 68 years of operation, the 
agronomy farm has received numerous 
donations from organizations, individuals 
and companies. Lyle Paul, former agron-
omist at the center, recalls donations of 
trees, buildings, grain bins, equipment, 
seed and chemicals.

Noteworthy research during Paul’s 
tenure included herbicide trials; cultural 
practices with varying seed popula-
tions, seed spacing and planting depths, 
along with different planting dates; and 
trials involving different tillage, fertilizer 
rates, and nitrogen rates; plus some weed 
resistant plots. ►

This year will be a transitional year for the Northern 
Illinois Agronomy Research Center as crop research 
phases out there and the Shabbona farm reverts 
back into traditional crop production.

Lyle Paul conducted research 
trials from 1983 to 2010 at the 
agronomy center.

Russ Higgins, Dave Lindgren and Dr. Greg Steckel 
will be the last university employees to work at the 
Northern Illinois Agronomy Research Center this 
year with its closing.
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The Northern IL Agronomy 
Research Center was established in 
1948 north of Shabbona in DeKalb 
County. A total of 160 acres of land 
was donated to the U of I by the late 
Senator H.G. Wright for this research 
farm.

It is the northernmost facility of 
the University of Illinois ag research 
centers used by university research-
ers for plant breeding, soil fertility 

A new barn was constructed 
in 1951 at the agronomy farm 
in Shabbona.  Shown are W.L. 
Burlison, professor and head of 
U of I Agronomy; C. H. Farnham, 
Agronomy-Crop Sciences farm 
superintendent; and Richard Bell, 
agronomy farm foreman.

The barn shown today includes an 
addition to the east. The site also 
has a machine shop, shed, offices 
and a classroom, plus grain bins 
and a ranch-style home.

Northern IL Agronomy Research Center 1948 - 2016
management, weed science, crop 
production, pest management and 
environmental quality. About 45 plots 
and projects are conducted at this 
site.

Area agronomists who have 
worked at the research center 
include: Derreld Mulvaney – 1952-
1983; Lyle Paul – 1983-2010; and Dr. 
Greg Steckel – 2010-2016.

Farm foremen who have been 

technicians at the center are: 
Richard Bell – 1951-1983; and David 
Lindgren – 1983-2016.

It is one of six university research 
farms in Illinois. Others are Dixon 
Springs, Brownstown, Monmouth, 
Perry, and the South Farms on the 
U of I campus. Also, St. Charles has 
a university horticulture research 
center. 

The research centers closing this 
year are: Shabbona, Dixon Springs, 
Brownstown, and St. Charles.

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
has been a generous donor through 
the years providing thousands of 
dollars to the university farm for a 
machine shop and shed and an 
addition for a classroom and offices. 
Also, the Farm Bureau’s annual 
contribution to Extension was 
matched by the university and used 
to purchase farm equipment years 
ago. ■

“We provided an unbiased perspective of research data,” said Paul. “The data 
from our test plots was beneficial to farmers,” he said.

As the university transitions from crop research to production agriculture at the 
center, this summer the university will be accepting cash-rent bids from farmers for 
leasing the Shabbona agronomy farm for 2017.  

Meanwhile, the U of I is looking at various business and revenue models to 
continue support of ag research, said Bollero. In these models the university is con-
sidering alternative sources of funding, expansion of some research positions in 

plant pathology and entomology, 
and a new system of networking 
with Illinois farmers. 

“Ag research is still very strong 
and important at Illinois,” said 
Bollero. “We just have to figure 
out another way to pay for it.” ■
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FFA Chapters throughout the county celebrated 
National FFA Week, Feb. 20-27 with a variety of 
activities advocating for agricultural education and 
FFA.

The Hinckley Big-Rock (HBR) FFA members 
helped elementary students understand the im-
portance of soil with an interactive session in 
the classroom. Grade school students made soil 
bookmarks with the help of FFA students and 
support from Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Program.

Other activities during FFA Week included: a farm 
animal petting zoo in the ag shop, a community ap-
preciation breakfast, Agricultural Olympics, a Blue 
and Gold Day and Greenhand Member Day at HBR 
High School.

There are 50 members in the HBR FFA Chapter. 
Chapter Advisor is Mrs. Tracey Sanderson. ■

Community

FFA Week:

Lindsay Cowan shows these young children samples of field 
corn and soybeans, DeKalb County’s top crops, as part of a 
soils activity during FFA Week.

Eleana Halverson, Hinckley Big-Rock FFA President, shares 
her pig with young students visiting the FFA petting zoo.

Becky Dunteman watches as students create bookmarks after 
a lesson on soils in the classroom.
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This state win was one for the history books.

The Indian Creek High School (ICHS) Girls Bas-
ketball Team reached a milestone in school history as 
the first basketball team to play in the state tournament 
since the Shabbona and Waterman school districts 
consolidated in 1993. 

Before the Indian Creek consolidation, Waterman 
boys were in the Elite 8 back in the 1930s and 1940s. 
Shabbona has never gone to state in basketball. 

The ICHS Girls team played the defending state 
champion Moweaqua Central A & M in the first round 
of games in Class 1A. They lost to Mowequa (34-31) 
but then won to Seton Academy (56-50) claiming the 
third place trophy at Red Bird Arena in Normal on 
Feb. 27.

This is the team’s best finish in Indian Creek school 
history with a record of 32-2.  

Some of the 
girls from the team 
reside in the villages 
of Shabbona and 
Waterman and some 
live in surrounding 
rural areas. 

The five seniors on 
the team have been 
playing together 
since fourth grade. 
They are: Jacklyn 
Bouma, Josie 
Diehl, Holly Rood, 
Madison Russell, and 
Alexis VanWyhe, all 
big contributors to 
the team’s success. ■

Community

ICHS Girls 
History Makers

DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
congratulates the  

Indian Creek girls on their 
state win. Many of the team 

members are from  
Farm Bureau families.

Above photo (from left): MaKayli Vann, Josie Diehl, Jade Milostan, MaKenzie Vann, 
Jacklyn Bouma, Holly Rood, Alexis VanWyhe, and Morgan Johnson

Team photo (front row, from left): Jacklyn Bouma, Holly Rood, Josie Diehl, Alexis 
VanWyhe, Madison Russell, MaKayli Vann, Student Manager Brooke Wackerlin, (middle 
row) Principal Sarah Montgomery, MaKenzie Vann, Olivia Turner, Sarah Diehl, Morgan 
Johnson, Marisa VanWyhe, Madison Twitty, Jade Milostan, ICMS Coach Alyx Bickel, 
(back row) Strength & Conditioning Coach Vic Sebastiano, Superintendent Dr. Pamela 
Rockwood, Assistant Coach Chad Crutcher, Coach Paul Muchmore, and Athletic 
Director Ehren Mertz.
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Center for  
Agriculture News

SWCD Vegetative Filter Strip Planting Program
It has been shown that vegetative filter strips are very effective at con-

trolling the runoff of pollutants into the rivers and streams and do an 
excellent job of absorbing contaminants 
contained in that runoff. 

In an effort to support the establish-
ment of vegetative filter strips, the 
DeKalb County Soil and Water Con-
servation District (SWCD) is offering 
a vegetative filter strip planting program. This program is meant to assist 
landowners who may not have the equipment, experience or time available 
to plant a vegetative filter strip on their property. 

This service will be provided by the DeKalb County SWCD at a nominal 
fee. The program is available to all landowners in DeKalb County and for 
those property owners along the Union and Virgil stream systems located 
in Kane County. 

Please contact the DeKalb County SWCD for more information on this 
program at 815-756-3234, ext. 112. ■

Rain Barrels and Tumbling Composters
The DeKalb County SWCD will once again be selling rain barrels. Rain 

barrels provide a safe economical way to water your gardens, by capturing 
rain which is a natural soft water that your plants will love. By capturing 
rain water and keeping it on your property you are also helping to prevent 
stormwater runoff and pollutant problems. 

All rain barrels are Food Quality High Density Poly Ethylene Barrels 
that were previously used to ship pickled food overseas. They are cleaned 
and rinsed with rain water and PH neutral soap so you never have to worry 
about harsh containments getting on your plants.

These are USED barrels. They will 
have some scuff marks and scratches from 
shipping and handling. There are no sig-
nificant scuffs or scratches which would 
harm the structural integrity of the barrel 
and lead to any leakage. The spigot is 
installed on the nicer looking face.

If you are interested in composting be 
sure to take a look at tumbling compos-
ters. Eliminate back strain with a hip- 
level composter. The best garden tools are 
those that fit your style. If you prefer to 
work at waist level, this elevated compost 
maker is perfect. It is made with recycled 
components, including a pre-used 55 
gallon black barrel and a frame made with 
plastic lumber that is 70% post-consumer. 

The composter is an upcycled food 
grade barrel. It is about four foot tall and 
only requires a three-foot by four-foot 
area. 

For more information visit the SWCD 
website at: www.dekalbilswcd.org or 
stop by the office to obtain an order form. 
SWCD will be taking spring orders up 
till April 13. Rain Barrels and compos-
ters will be ready for pick-up at our office 
starting April 21. Contact the  DeKalb 
County SWCD, 815-756-3234, ext. 3. ■
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Set Up an eAuthentication Online Account 
The internet allows farmers and landowners access to USDA informa-

tion 24 hours a day, seven days a week. You can fill out and submit elec-
tronic forms (eForms) any time of the day or night from anywhere you have 
internet access. 

This new service delivery option allows you to complete and file your own 
forms or applications online, because your signature is already electronically 
“on file.” 

Information submitted to the federal government remains safe and secure 
because every customer has a unique User ID and password; only authorized 
USDA employees can access your information. 

It’s safe, saves paper, saves a visit to your local USDA Service Center and 
provides electronic tracking of all your USDA transactions. ■

How to Sign Up for eAuth: Begin the process by reviewing the 
information at the USDA website: https://www.eauth.usda.gov. This 
website describes the services available for Level 1 and Level 2 Accounts. 

Level 1 and Level 2 accounts require that you have 
an email address so you can register, create a customer 
profile, and be able to respond to a confirmation email. 
Level 1 Accounts do not require you to provide proof 
of your identity at a local USDA Service Center. Level 

1 Accounts provide limited access to certain USDA Web site portals that 
require no authentication or authorization. A Level 2 Account does require a 
visit to a USDA Service Center with proof of your identity. That is because 
a Level 2 account allows you access to complete and submit documents and 
forms electronically. 

Level 1 Account - Step 1. To obtain a Level 1 Account, you may self-
register online at www.eauth.egov.usda.gov. 

Scroll down and click on the button that says “Sign Up for a Level 1 
Account.” Complete the brief customer profile. 

Step 2. You will receive a confirmation email, and you must respond to it 
within 7 days to activate your account. 

Level 2 Account - Step 1. To obtain a Level 2 Account, you must complete 
an 18 question customer profile and prove your identity by presenting state 
or federal photo ID at a local USDA Service Center. Go to www.eauth.
egov.usda.gov, scroll down and click on “Sign Up for a Level 2 Account.” 
Complete your customer profile, which includes designating your user ID 
and password created by you, contact information and email information. 
The data you enter in your customer profile must match the data on the 
document you use as identification at your local USDA Service Center. 
Example: Your first and last names and address must match the government-
issued photo ID you plan to use to prove your identity. Identify proof can 
only be verified by one of the following documents: Current state driver’s 
license, state photo ID, US military ID, or United States passport. 

Step 2. After completing your customer profile and submitting it online, 
you will receive a confirmation email, and you must respond to it within 
seven days to activate your account. 

Step 3. Then you must complete the “Identify Proofing” process by 
visiting DeKalb/Kane/DuPage FSA Office. You will be required to present 
the eligible photo ID to an USDA employee who will verify your identity 
and enter the expiration date of the ID document used. 

Step 4. The USDA employee then 
will update your customer profile to 
a Level 2 Account. You will have 
access to USDA online applications 
and forms within one hour of your 
account being updated. ■

Change in Farming Operation 
If you have bought or sold land, 

or if you have picked up or dropped 
rented land from your operation, 
make sure you report the changes to 
the office as soon as possible. 

You need to provide a copy of your 
deed or recorded land contract for 
purchased property. 

Failure to maintain accurate records 
with FSA on all land you have 
an interest in can lead to possible 
program ineligibility and penalties. 

Making the record changes now 
will save you time in the spring. 
Update signature authorization when 
changes in the operation occur. 
Producers are reminded to contact the 
office if there is a change in opera-
tions on a farm so that records can be 
kept current and accurate. ■

Highly Erodible Land (HEL)  
& Wetland Conservation 
Compliance 

Landowners and operators are 
reminded that in order to receive 
payments from USDA, compliance 
with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) 
and Wetland Conservation (WC)  
provisions are required. 

Farmers with HEL determined soils 
are reminded of tillage, crop residue, 
and rotation requirements as specified 
per their conservation plan. Producers 
are to notify the USDA Farm Service 
Agency prior to conducting land 
clearing or drainage projects to 
insure compliance. Failure to obtain 
advance approval for any of these 
situations can result in the loss of eli-
gibility and all federal payments. ■
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Programs

Larry Breidenbach will entertain 
Prime Timers on May 2.

Award-winning actress and 
scholar Leslie Goddard portrays 
one of the most fascinating and in-
fluential public figures of the 20th 
century – Eleanor Roosevelt. 

Born into wealth during America’s 
gilded age, Eleanor grew from a 
shy, homely orphan into a confident, 
driven woman who championed 

Enjoy a living history portrayal of Eleanor 
Roosevelt by Leslie Goddard on April 4 at 
Farm Bureau.

Eleanor Roosevelt– 
a living history portrayal

Breidenbach sings favorite songs
Larry Breidenbach sings many songs from the Great American 

Songbook. In a trip down memory lane, his favorites songs are those 
of Andy Williams, Perry Como, Tony Bennett, Dean Martin and Frank 
Sinatra. 

He will entertain Farm Bureau Prime Timers on Monday, May 2 with his 
musical program entitled, “Singing Your Favorites.”

Breidenbach of McHenry, Illinois, enjoys entertaining audiences with 
music. After retiring from 34 years in special education administration, he 
found a wonderful venue singing songs.

“Music sooths the soul and I find that I receive just as much joy from 
my audience as I hope they are getting from my performance,” said Bre-
idenbach. Attired in a black tuxedo and bowtie, some have argued that he 
resembles Frank Sinatra.

Farm Bureau Prime Timers are urged to register for this program and the 
monthly luncheon. Lunch is served at 12-noon in the Farm Bureau audito-
rium and the musical program follows at 1 p.m. in the theater. To register 
contact the Farm Bureau office by April 26 and pay the $7 lunch fee. ■

Prime Timers – 
Where seniors go  
to have fun!

Come and enjoy good food,  
fellowship and an enjoyable program 
at Farm Bureau Prime Timers. Open 
to members 55+ years, Prime Timers 
meet the first Monday of each month 
at Farm Bureau for lunch and an en-
tertaining program.

Register soon for next month’s 
program at the Farm Bureau office.

progressive causes and the rights 
of man. Drawn from Eleanor’s 
own letters, diaries and newspaper 
columns, and other writings, this 
thoroughly researched and engaging 
performance captures the warm, 
honest, and passionate American first 
lady and stateswoman. 

Farm Bureau members are 
welcome to see this portrayal of 
Eleanor Roosevelt on Monday, April 
4 at Farm Bureau. 

Leslie Goddard has been perform-
ing living history programs in the 
Chicago area for more than 10 years. 
She holds a Ph.D. from Northwestern 
University, specializing in American 
studies and U.S. history, as well as a 
master’s degree in theater.

This program is part of the monthly 
Prime Timers luncheon. Lunch 
is served at 12-noon in the Farm 
Bureau auditorium and the program 
begins at 1 p.m. in the theater.

To register for lunch contact the 
Farm Bureau office by Tuesday, 
March 29 and pay the $7 lunch fee. 
Prime Timers is open to members 
55+ years. ■



Why do you farm?
For many families, farming is not a business, it’s a way of life. COUNTRY Financial® 
has been working with farmers since 1925 to help continue their legacy by offering 
great coverage for their entire farming operation. Talk to your COUNTRY Financial 
representative today. 

Policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®. 
Auto, home and business insurance policies issued by 
COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, COUNTRY  
Preferred Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Casualty 
Insurance Company®. Life insurance policies issued by 
COUNTRY Life Insurance Company® and COUNTRY  
Investors Life Assurance Company®. Fixed annuities issued 
by COUNTRY Investors Life Assurance Company®. All 
issuing companies located in Bloomington, IL.

0415-541HC-14092-2/23/2016

Phil Hasz 
815-756-8026

David Gingerich 
815-784-6688

Kathy Martin 
815-786-6584

Craig Popp 
815-756-9536

Curtis Burket 
815-786-2209

Dan Howes 
815-756-9536

Dean Miller 
815-748-7064

Mike Shipley 
815-756-9536

Katy Fillipp 
815-756-8026

Steve Klopfenstein 
815-824-2920

Chris Patterson 
815-756-9536

Gavin Wilson 
815-748-7064



DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178


