
Sept./Oct. 2015

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

It’s Pumpkin
Picking Time



By working 
together  
we grow  
together.

Celebrating Co-op Month

For over 80 years our member cooperatives have been 

pointing the way forward to advance our customers’ 

operations and increase their profitability. Through 

our leading edge products, services, knowledge and 
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Mark Tuttle is a 4th generation farmer 
from Somonauk and president of the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Connecting to You
Water Wars

Last month more than 20 Farm Bureau members participated in the Heidelberg 
Laboratory Water Screening Program. Why? Because they want to ensure that their 
drinking water is safe for their families. Over the course of the last 25 years over 
725 families have had their rural water wells tested in DeKalb County and it’s grati-
fying that results have come back to be within EPA standards.

At the same time the U.S. EPA is trying to implement rules to further regulate the 
Waters of the United States (WOTUS). As proposed, these rules would immensely 
expand the jurisdiction of the EPA and redefine “navigable waters” as drains, 
ditches, and wetlands that only contain water when it rains. For farmers, this could 
mean getting permits for applying fertilizer and tilling soil.

Whether it’s wet or dry - farming, home building, business expansion, commer-
cial development and other land uses may require federal permits. This amounts to 
federal zoning authority and over-reaching regulations that affect all of us.

The impact of WOTUS goes much deeper than agriculture and as individuals I 
ask that you become aware of these federal policy decisions. As farmers and small 
business owners, we care about the environment around us. But we must speak 
up about WOTUS! Congress and the EPA must hear from all of us that additional 
regulation is not necessary. ■
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Calendar
September

Sept. 26 
Household Hazardous Waste 

Collection 
DCFB Parking Lot 

9 a.m. – Noon

October
Oct. 5 

“Route 66” 
By John Weiss 

Prime Timers Program 
12-Noon 

$6, RSVP by Sept. 29

Oct. 22-28 
Smoky Mountains Tour

Oct. 28-29 
Defensive Driving Course 

For members 55+ 
10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Must attend both days 
$20

November
Nov. 2 

Die Musikmeisters 
German Band 

Prime Timers Program 
12-Noon 

$6, RSVP by Oct. 27

Nov. 26-27 
Thanksgiving Holiday 

Farm Bureau Office closed

Meetings held at the Center for  
Agriculture unless otherwise  
noted.  For most meeting  
reservations contact the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau  office,  
815-756-6361.

Find the pumpkin and win!
Let’s see if you can find the pumpkin (resembling the one above) in this 

month’s issue of our magazine and be eligible to win a prize. 
Email your answer to connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us,  

815-756-6361, by Oct. 16 for your chance to win. 
When responding by email, the subject line of your message should read, 

“I found the pumpkin” and the body of your message must include the page 
number and exact description of the location of the kernel on that page. You 
will also need to include your name, address, phone number, and age in the 
email.

Correct answers will be put into a drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the soybean contest was Gladys Schnorr of Lee. The 
soybean was hidden on page 4 in the Air Tractor by the window. ■

Falling into Fall
I like my summers, but this year I felt slighted. 

The calendar indicated it was the summer season 
but the weather sure didn’t seem like it until July. 
And now it’s already fall. 

Isn’t it funny how our lives and activities rely 
so much on the weather? Now step back and 
think how farmers’ lives and their livelihood are 
REALLY based on the weather. During the fall 
season farmers are hoping that the corn and soybean 
crop continues to mature in a timely fashion and 
that we don’t have an early frost. Farmers also hope 

that we don’t have a wet fall so they can get the crop harvested before Thanksgiving (or 
sooner). Finally, farmers hope that the snow holds off until the soils are tilled.

Can you see the pattern here? We’re counting on Mother Nature one more time 
to help us finish up this crop year. We do a lot of hoping, and praying too, for good 
weather and a safe harvest. We know that this harvest won’t be our best (because of the 
wet spring), but let’s face it - weather happens. In a few months when harvest is done 
and the combine is parked in the shed farm families will draw a sigh of relief…and 
count our blessings for another fall season. ■
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Soybean Harvest

DeKalb County’s second largest field crop is soybeans. 

Farmers harvest about 114,000 acres of soybeans each year in the county. 

But where do all the soybeans go once they are harvested? 

45%  - Exports

40%  - Livestock Feed

15%  - Food, Biodiesel & Industrial Products.
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Raising 
Vegetables

Sweet corn, lima beans & peas are 
DeKalb County’s top vegetable crops.

There’s more than field corn and 

soybeans that are grown in farm 

fields throughout DeKalb County. 

Some farmers raise vegetables 

under contract with Del Monte. 

The big three vegetables grown 
locally for food production are sweet 
corn, peas and lima beans. 

Paul Taylor’s family has been 
growing peas for as long as he can 
remember, but not this year. Instead 
he chose to grow lima beans as part of 
his vegetable rotation. Next year, he 
expects peas will be back in his field 
rotation. 

Taylor, a northwestern DeKalb 
County farmer, reserves about 170 
acres each year for vegetable crops 
or about one-fourth of his total farm 
acreage near Esmond.

“It’s satisfying to produce food,” 
said Taylor. “When you tell people you 
are producing vegetables it’s different 
than field corn used for ethanol and 
livestock feed. People identify with the 
food they eat.”

Taylor gets gratification from 
producing a good vegetable crop. 
“With vegetables, it’s one way to stay 
grounded from field to plate,” he said.  

This year Taylor has 115 acres of 
sweet corn and 55 acres of lima beans. 
Both crops were planted later, as per 
his Del Monte contract, in early July. 
It was a good thing this year due to the 
wet spring and difficulty getting some 
crops planted. 

“My late sweet corn is doing better 
than I had expected,” said Taylor. 
“Lima beans are also looking good.”

Lima beans are planted on Paul Taylor’s farm every six years, for the reason of avoiding 
root rot disease, and because he enjoys growing vegetables. He rotates lima beans and 
peas on his farm acreage.

Farmers who raise vegetables for the Mendota-based Del Monte are paid 
under contract based on commodity prices of vegetables (which align with corn 
and soybean prices), the number of acres and timing of the contract. 

The food company-farmer arrangement specifies that Del Monte provides 
the seeds, sprays any needed insecticide to ward off pests, and harvests the 
vegetable crop. Farmers under contract plant the seeds, scout the fields, and 
apply any herbicides.

The key with vegetables is maintaining consistency in the growth of the plant 
and having a uniform seedbed, said Taylor. 

The sweet corn and lima beans are both 90-day crops so both will be 
harvested by late September or  early October. As harvest time nears, field men 
will do daily checks of the vegetables and take samples. They will determine 
when Del Monte will harvest the crop.

There’s a small window for harvesting vegetables. When the crops are ready 
harvesters travel from field to field picking the vegetables. A 6-row corn picker 
harvests the sweet corn while a self-propelled harvester with a 12-foot wide 
head combines the lima beans and peas. Some fields are passed over if the crop 
is too mature and doesn’t meet their canning standards, explains Taylor. ►
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“It’s satisfying to produce food. When you tell people you are producing vegetables it’s different than field 

corn used for ethanol and livestock feed. People identify with the food they eat.” - Paul Taylor, Esmond farmer

Taylor says that his fields have been passed only a couple of 
times. For example, one year his sweet corn was passed over 
so he had the corn chopped for silage for a neighbor’s dairy 
cows. A previous pea crop was passed which meant Taylor 
sprayed Roundup to kill the peas and weeds, then added hog 
manure to the ground for fertilizer. 

Another reason Taylor chooses to raise vegetables is to 
improve soil health. “It breaks up diseases with field corn and 
soybeans and offers a more diverse rotation,” he said. “It helps 
the biology in the field and promotes better soil health.” ■

About three-fourths of Paul Taylor’s vegetable crops are sweet corn. This year’s later 
planted sweet corn crop is looking pretty good and will be harvested soon by Del Monte. 
Sweet corn is the top vegetable crop in DeKalb County.

Peas are the second largest vegetable crop grown in the county.

DeKalb County Vegetable Crops
Under contract with Del Monte in 2015 
Sweet Corn – 1,314 acres
Peas – 721 acres
Lima Beans – 339 acres

Source: Del Monte Foods, Inc. 
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Larisa Willrett, Malta Farm Woman

Larisa Willrett is a farm woman 
and mother of three.  She and her 
husband farm and feed cattle in 
rural Malta.

“Susan explained to me that to be effective 
in this profession I didn’t need to try to 
‘outman the men.’ She was living proof it 
was possible to work in a male-dominated 
profession, using her brain, not brawn.”

Strong Women
I’ve been blessed in my life with 

some strong women role models, 
starting with my mother. For better or 
worse, she’ll always be the voice in 
my head. Mom was a card-carrying 
member of the National Organization 
for Women and raised me believing 
there was nothing I couldn’t do 
simply because of my sex. 

Considering a career in agriculture, 
I worked for a rural veterinarian and 
his wife, Susan, while I was in high 
school. Barely five feet tall, Susan 
had a doctorate in philosophy, was 
as assertive as they come, and was 
Doc’s No. 1 assistant. 

As a combined large and small 
animal practice, ranch calls could 
vary from calving problems to an 
onsite horse castration. After meeting 
one of the area’s other veterinar-
ians – a Copenhagen chewing, tough 
talking, brutish woman - Susan 
explained to me that to be effective 
in this profession I didn’t need to try 
to “outman the men.” 

She was living proof it was 
possible to work in a male-dominat-
ed profession, using her brain, not 
brawn. Susan conducted herself with 
intelligence, grace and courtesy, even 
in the grittiest of situations. 

Betty Jo, an editor (and now 
publisher) of a cattle-feeder 
magazine became a mentor during 

my graduate school intern-
ship. We spent the better 
part of a summer on an, 
at times, raucous Thelma 
and Louise road trip across 
Colorado, Kansas, Texas 
and New Mexico interview-
ing some of the largest cattle 
feeders in the country and 
selling advertising to allied 
industry companies. While 
the exposure to all of these busi-
nesses was beneficial to my college 
education, it was the education I 
got during those long stretches in 
between feedlots that were my most 
formative. 

Betty Jo’s sage advice that I’ve 
lived by since was that, as 
a woman, “I could do it all, 
I just couldn’t do it all at 
once.” An opera major in 
college, Betty Jo had already 
had the husband and raised 
two successful boys, and was 
now embracing her midlife 
pursuing a career in the cat-

tle-feeding business. 
Successfully starting up and subse-

quently selling a feedyard software 
business, Betty conducted business 
wherever we were, from the feedyard 
to the bar room, to the driver’s seat 
of her little red Acura. I’m lucky 
enough to still work for Betty Jo as 
she continues to “do it all.”

I’ve had horses all my life, and in 
my youth was brave to the point of 
stupidity with some of the activities I 
did via horseback. “No fear” was my 
motto, even after several emergency 
room visits. It seems motherhood has 
changed that. 

I’ve owned a succession of 
geldings over the past 20 years and 
find myself mounting up always 

fearful that I could end the ride as 
a quadriplegic, or worse. No matter 
that my horses had never bucked, 
reared or otherwise misbehaved, the 
minute I stepped in the stirrup I envi-
sioned a disaster ahead. Unfortunate-
ly, horses are intuitive and pick up on 
fear, so I created my own self-fulfill-
ing prophesies. 

Eventually I sought help, shame-
fully confessing my weakness to 
friend and horse trainer Marie as she 
helped me re-train my latest gelding. 
She waved my concerns away, 
having seen all this before in women 
my age, even herself at one time. 
Her seemingly simple, but universal 
advice, was to “picture success” 
when I put my foot in that stirrup. 
Change my internal movie from a 
disaster to a happy ending – every 
time. Her advice applies not only to 
riding but to all endeavors.

As I’ve been writing it’s dawned 
on me that although these three 
women never met, Susan, Betty Jo 
and Marie have lived according to 
each other’s advice. I can only hope 
my daughter is blessed with mentors 
like I had. ■
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Fields of Fall
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Gingko Trees have many attractive features: their beautiful shape, their adaptability to 
almost any soil condition, their medicinal and culinary uses, their drought, pest and disease 
resistance, and their flexibility in being able to grow in exposures from full sun to part shade.
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Barb Lindholm, University of Illinois Extension 
DeKalb County Master Gardener

Would you be interested in a tree 
that is part of a family of trees so 
old that they were present millions 
of years ago when dinosaurs walked 
the earth? 

Would you like to plant a tree 
in your yard that does something 
unique and magical every autumn? 
This ancient and magical tree is the 
Gingko biloba.

The Gingko tree dates back to 
prehistoric times and is consid-
ered by many to be the oldest tree 
in the world. Fossils of the distinc-
tive, Gingko fan-shaped leaves have 
been found here in North America. 
However, the Gingko tree eventually 
vanished here and in most regions of 
the world. 

They remained a viable species in 
China where they were preserved 
by the Buddhist monks in their 
monastery gardens. Eventually, trade 
with China brought the Gingko back 
to the United States where it now 
grows successfully again.

Gingko trees, or Maidenhair trees 
as they are also known, have many 
attractive features. Among their best 
qualities are their beautiful shape, 
their adaptability to almost any 
soil condition, their medicinal and 
culinary uses, their drought, pest and 
disease resistance, and their flexibili-
ty in being able to grow in exposures 
from full sun to part shade. What 
more could you ask for?

This versatile tree can be grown 
in Zones 3-9 throughout the 
United States with the exception of 
southern states and California. They 
grow slowly for the first several 
years, but then they begin a period 
of very rapid growth. 

Average height for a mature 
Gingko tree is 50 feet with an 
average width of 30 feet. A mature 
Gingko tree will provide dense 
shade.

Gingko trees are dioecious which 
means that there are both male and 
female trees. The female Gingko 
tree produces the only real negative 
trait of the Gingko which is a fruit 
that has a very strong and horrible 
smell. Most nurseries carry male 
trees, but it is a good idea to check 
to be sure that you are actually pur-
chasing a male tree. 

By now you are probably 
wondering what happened to the 
part about the magical event that 
happens every fall. Here it is. 
Gingko biloba’s unique, fan shaped 
leaves turn a vibrant yellow in the 
autumn. On a given day, it will shed 
every single, yellow leaf in a matter 
of hours. There will be no leaves 
left on the tree, but there will be a 
perfect circle of yellow leaves on 
the ground under the tree.   

This rapid shedding of fall leaves 
is due to a unique branch and leaf 
structure found only in Gingko trees 

in combination with the environ-
mental condition of the first seasonal 
hard frost. It is fascinating to watch 
this beautiful shower of yellow 
leaves as they float to the ground.

Our 30-year-old mature Gingko 
tree can shed all of its leaves in a 
mere three hours. So, for all of you 
who are tired of repeatedly raking 
and raking your leaves, this may be 
the tree for you. One day and you 
are done.

Fall is a great time to plant 
a tree. Trees planted early in 
September will have a couple 
of months to become estab-
lished before winter.

To plant your Gingko or any other 
tree this autumn, dig a hole only as 
deep as the rootball with plenty of 
space surrounding the width of the 
rootball, backfill with the same soil 
that was just removed, and water 
thoroughly. As a new transplant, 
your tree will need at least one inch 
of water a week until the ground 
freezes. 

Fall is a beautiful time of the 
year. Trees such as the ancient 
and magical Gingko make autumn 
a truly fascinating and inspiring 
season. ■

The Magic Tree



Bill Deutsch is a fifth generation dairy and grain 
farmer from Sycamore. He milks cows and grows corn, 
soybeans, wheat and alfalfa, with his brother, Pat. Bill 
and his wife, Chris, reside on the family farm. They 
have four adult children: Sarah, Mary, Rachel and Paul. 
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Got a question  
for a farmer?

Submit your farm and food questions to  
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org. 

We will share questions with our local farmers 
and publish their answers as space allows in 

upcoming issues of Connections.

Q: What do dairy cows eat?

A: Dairy cows have well-balanced diets 
of forages and grains to fulfill their 
protein and energy needs.

Dairy cows can eat a variety of food ingredients, but  
primarily consume forages and grains as necessary requirements  
for needed protein and energy. As a dairy farmer I work closely 
with a nutritionist to determine the feed ration and ensure my 
cows are eating a well-balanced diet. 

Forages - One type of forage consumed by cows is hay such 
as grass, alfalfa, clover or any other combination of hay. Hay 
is usually cut and allowed to dry. Next we bale it and store it as 
a dry feed. Hay can also be harvested at higher moistures, then 
stored, and allowed to ferment, and is known as haylage. 

Another very common forage in the Midwest is corn silage. 
For corn silage we harvest the entire corn plant and allow it to 
ferment. Silage forages are often stored in silos which are tall 
cylinders as high as 100 foot tall. The other common storage is 
silage bunkers which are dug into the ground or above ground 
with walls. A third way of storing silage is on a large pad and 
covered with plastic. 

Grains - Dairy cows also eat feed grains. One very common 
feed grain is corn - either high moisture corn, which is 25% to 
35% moisture, or dry corn, which is less than 15% moisture. 
Corn is used to increase the energy level in a cow’s diet. 

Another common grain ingredient is from soybeans - using 
soybean meal or roasted soybeans. This grain ingredient is 
usually used as a protein source in the diet. 

While dairy farmers grow most of their forages and grains, 
we also buy some grain by-products to complete the ration. The 
livestock industry resourcefully uses waste products for feed 
such as: distillers grains, both dry and wet, which comes from 
ethanol plants; gluten feed, both dry and wet, which comes from 
a corn sweetener plant; plus rice hulls, beet pulp, citrus pulp, and 
cottonseed. 

Cows are fed a combination of many feeds to satisfy their diet. 
The feeds are all mixed together in one feed mix called a TMR 
or total mix ration. 

Getting the right balance of vitamins and 
minerals in a cow’s diet is also important 
since the milk she produces is packed with 
nine essential nutrients. One being calcium, a 
cow produces lots of calcium in milk. Without 
calcium being replenished in a cow’s system, 
the cow can deplete it out of her blood stream 
which could lead to milk fever. The nutrition-
ist will test all feeds used on our farm to know 
their nutrient profile and to know just the right 
ration to maintain healthy cows. 

A dairy cow consumes about 100 pounds 
of feed per day. A cow also drinks about 45 
gallons of water each day. ■
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Food Favorites

Mix together:
2 cups sugar 2 cups pumpkin 
4 eggs 1 cup vegetable oil

Add to pumpkin mixture:
2 cups flour 2 tsp. baking powder
2 tsp. soda 1/2 tsp. cinnamon

Pour into lightly greased 10x15 pan. 
Bake at 300° for 25-30 minutes.

Frosting:
3 oz. cream cheese 1 tsp. vanilla
3/4  stick margarine 1 tsp. milk
1 3/4 cup powdered sugar

Mix together and spread on bars.

Pumpkin 
Squares
Family Recipe  
by Charlene Johnson
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Farm Country

Variability expected in corn crop
Good crop or bad crop? 
Farmers will soon find out 
as they start harvesting this 
year’s corn crop.

Most farmers expect variabil-
ity in their corn fields, which they 
attribute to wet field conditions in 
May and June.  Gerry Hartmann 
says it was the wettest June in the 
53 years he’s been farming.

“The rains saturated our soils and we 
had a lot of corn standing in water for 
too long,” said Gerry. “And as a result, 
it tied up nitrogen.”

Four percent of the Hartmann corn 
acres were drowned out from excessive 
rainfall. They replanted these wet spots 
with soybeans around July 4th, which 
drowned out again from more rainfall.

Director petitions 
accepted for 
Central District

Farm Bureau will be 
accepting petitions from 
farmers in the Central District 
who are interested in serving 
on the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Board of Directors.  
Petitions are available on Nov. 
2 and are due back to the Farm 
Bureau by Dec. 1.

Voting “M” farmer members 
who reside in the Central 
District may obtain a petition 
and get signatures of support.  
The Central District includes 
the townships of Afton, 
Cortland, DeKalb, Malta, 
Milan and Pierce.

Petitions require 10 signa-
tures from voting members 
residing in these townships.  
No more than five signatures 
can be from current board 
members.

Director terms are for three 
years.

For more information and to 
acquire a petition please visit 
the Farm Bureau office. ■

“It was a difficult year – too much 
rain at planting in May and too much 
rain in June,” said Gerry. 

One of his cornfields, located along 
a drainage ditch, was inundated with 
water as the bank overflowed this 
summer. In this same field south of 
Sycamore, he pointed out the vari-
ability between the tall corn with 
good-sized ears versus short corn with 
small, nubbin-like ears. The notable 

differences were perplexing to Gerry 
having planted the same hybrid on 
the same soils in the same 125-acre 
field. 

Gerry is “anxious to run the 
combine this year and see what the 
yield monitor shows”. He expects 
the good corn will yield around 200 
bushels per acre but the bad corn 
will only yield about 50 bushels. 
With such variable yields, he says 
overall corn production will be 
below average this fall, under 180 
bushels. 

“Every year is different,” explains 
Gerry. And, this year won’t be the 
best for corn.  But he’s hopeful 
his soybeans will produce above 
average yields. ■

The USDA crop report estimates 
Illinois corn yields at 173 bush-
els per acre and soybean yields 
at 54 bushels, far behind last 
year and below expectations.

Gerry Hartmann is pictured with his 
good, 10-foot tall corn with nice-sized 
ears (above) and also with his bad, short 
4-foot corn with small, nubbin-like ears 
(right). The variability in size of stalks 
and ears was found within the same 125-
acre field located south of Sycamore. 
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Steve Drendel
Milan Township

Central District Director

Steve Drendel

Randy Espe

No. Years on FB Board:  10
Hometown & Occupation:  Shabbona, Farmer & Manager Espe Ag Services/CPS
Age:  56
Role of Farm Bureau:  Educating the public about agriculture and representing 
farmers on all fronts as a watchdog organization
Farm:  I raise corn and soybeans and grow test plots for Pioneer.
Family:  Spouse, Beth, parking administrator at NIU; daughters - April, 29, 
office administrator at Espe Ag Services/CPS & Just for Kix Instructor, Shabbona;  
Allie, 27, youth counselor in Rockford; and Emma, 22, senior at Treveca University, 
Nashville, TN
Education:  Northern Illinois University; A.A.S., Kishwaukee College; 
Shabbona High School
Hobbies/Interests:  Softball, volleyball, riding my Harley

Steve Drendel

No. Years on FB Board:  15
Hometown & Occupation:  Malta, Grain Farmer
Age:  52
Role of Farm Bureau:  Provide a grassroots mechanism to create momentum 
for agricultural issues and solutions at the local, state and federal level
Farm:  I am a sixth generation farmer who raises primarily corn and soybeans. 
I am also involved in a co-ownership of a farm drainage tile business, and a  
Precision Planting dealership.
Family:  Spouse, Vickie, farm partner; children - David, 22, seed specialist, 
Bloomington; Megan, 21, senior at Illinois State University, Normal; Kate, 19,  
sophomore at Southern Illinois University, Carbondale; and Kevin, 17, senior at  
Indian Creek High School
Education:  M.S. in agronomy, University of Illinois; B.S. in agriculture, 
Illinois State University; Huntley High School
Community:  St. Mary’s Church, DeKalb; Milan Township Trustee; 
Conserv FS Board of Directors; Milan/Afton Drainage Commissioner
Hobbies/Interests:  Reading

Randy Espe
Shabbona Township

Southern District Director

Randy Espe

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Directors
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Farm & Food

What the heck are GMOs?
What if your survival and that of your family depended on  
growing your own crops? 

And what if you were starting with wild plants? No seeds from a seed catalog. 
No started plants from a garden center or farm market. It’s just you and the plants 
you can find in the wilderness. How would you cultivate and multiply them to 
ensure their—and your—survival? What difficulties would nature present?

Around 10,000-12,000 years ago, as hunting and gathering gave way to 
farming, those are some of the challenges our ancestors faced. Ever since then, 
we have been selecting the best plants and seeds and genetically altering them 
to suit our needs: making them taste better, yield more, resist disease, tolerate a 
variety of soil conditions, and many other characteristics. Since the mid-1800s, 
scientists have discovered and used increasingly sophisticated methods of geneti-
cally changing crop plants. 

Methods we use to modify crops
Traditional breeding - The earliest and best-known method of altering crops 

is selective breeding, or artificial selection. This involves crossing plants and 
selecting offspring based on preferred traits. Nearly all crops have been modified 
in this manner. Thousands of genes are affected using this technique, and undesir-
able traits may accompany desired ones. Because of this imprecision, it can take 
years or even decades to achieve a crop with the looked-for characteristics.

Mutagenesis - Beginning in the 
1920s, scientists began inves-
tigating the effects of radiation 
on plants. They discovered that 
exposing plants or seeds to X-rays 
or gamma rays induced mutations 
which could be beneficial. While 
plants do naturally produce spon-
taneous mutations on their own, 
radiation breeding, or mutagen-
esis, sped up the process and 
allowed scientists to examine and 
produce thousands of new crop 
varieties. Mutagenesis is respon-
sible for a popular variety of 
Ruby Red grapefruit known as 
Rio Red and a high-yielding rice 
variety called Calrose 76. As with 
any mutation—whether natural or 
human-induced—the number of 
genes affected with this technique 
is unpredictable. ►

© Council for Biotechnology Information



   DeKalb County Farm Bureau       15    

Farm & Food
Advanced breeding - More recent variations of selective 

breeding combine the tools of biotechnology with the “old” 
method of artificial selection. Breeders can now locate and 
identify specific traits within the plant genome and use this 
information to choose which plants to cross-breed. This can 
minimize the time required in selective breeding: waiting 
for a plant to produce seeds, and then growing the seeds to 
see if the new plants show the traits being sought. While the 
number of genes affected with this process are similar to 
that of traditional breeding, the results are more predictable.

GM plant breeding or GMOs - GMO stands for “ge-
netically modified organism.” As is true of the breeding 
tools described above, genetic modification is a process 
used to modify plants. It is not an ingredient in the resulting 
crop. Because we humans have modified virtually every 
organism we use, “genetically modified organism” would 
accurately describe practically all of our food and our do-

mesticated animals, 
too. Because of 
human intervention, 
the enormous, delectable ears of 
sweet corn we enjoy today bear 
no resemblance to teosinte, corn’s 
tiny ancestor. Our sweet, adorable 
Yorkshire Terriers look and act 
nothing like wild wolves.

Nevertheless, “GMO” is the acronym used to describe only the most 
precise methods of breeding. One of these methods is RNA interference, 
in which selected genes can be switched on or off. The other is transgenic 
breeding, in which specific genes are inserted from another source. RNA 
interference impacts just one or two genes in a given crop, while transgen-
ic breeding currently focuses on anywhere from 1-8 genes.

Of the plant breeding techniques described above, safety testing is only 
required for the most precise methods: RNA interference and transgenic 
breeding. Three U.S. regulatory agencies supervise the development and 
testing of these crops: the Food & Drug Administration (FDA), the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), and the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA).

GMOs in the grocery store
In the grocery store you are most likely to encounter crops modified 

with GMO techniques in packaged goods containing ingredients from 
corn or soybeans. If you buy summer squash such as zucchini or yellow 
crookneck squash, or if you purchase papaya, it may have been transgeni-
cally modified to be virus-resistant.

It’s worth noting that refined sweeteners, oils, and alcohols do not 
contain any detectable genetic material (DNA or proteins). So, for 
example, granulated sugar made from sugar cane is chemically identical 
to granulated sugar from GMO sugar beets.

Another grocery item which owes its existence to transgenic techniques 
is cheese. Most hard cheeses are made using genetically engineered 
chymosin, an enzyme which makes milk curdle. (Previous to the develop-
ment of recombinant chymosin, it was obtained from the inner lining of a 
veal calf’s fourth stomach.)

For marketing purposes, more and 
more food products are labeled “non-
GMO,” “No GMOs,” or “GMO-free.” 
But many of these items don’t exist as a 
transgenic variety in any case. There are 
no GMO tomatoes, strawberries, or oats, 
for example—so a non-GMO label on 
any of these items is irrelevant. 

At present, there are just eight crops 
from genetically modified or transgenic 
seeds commercially available in the U.S. 
They are: alfalfa, canola, corn (field and 
sweet), cotton, papaya, squash, soybeans, 
and sugar beets. Two more—Arctic 
apples and Simplot potatoes—were 
recently approved by the FDA but will 
take some time to reach the market.

GMO technology is a process, not 
an ingredient. A GMO papaya is still a 
papaya. ■

Sources/for more information:

GMO Answers, How Are GMOs Created?, https://youtu.
be/2G-yUuiqIZ0 

Genetic Literacy Project, How crops are genetical-
ly modified—Are GMOs more dangerous?, http://bit.
ly/1Nseweu

Genetic Literacy Project, Cheese: The GMO food 
die-hard GMO opponents love, http://bit.ly/1bUb2QU

New York Times, Useful Mutants, Bred with Radiation, 
http://nyti.ms/1gcACTz

The Washington Post, Scientists breed a better seed, 
trait by trait, http://wapo.st/1J0LWZN

Wikipedia, Papaya ringspot virus, http://bit.ly/1i1vraj

Transgenic or GMO papaya was introduced in Hawaii in 1998 to 
combat papaya ringspot virus, a disease that threatened to wipe 
out the Hawaiian papaya industry. Most of the papaya produced 
in Hawaii today is transgenic.

There are no GMO tomatoes, 
strawberries, or oats, for 
example—so a non-GMO 
label on any of these items 
is irrelevant. 
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There’s another fine work of art that has been  
added to the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center 
for Agriculture’s lobby – the new Fields of Giving 
Foundation donor wall. 

The Fields of Giving wall masterfully depicts ag-
riculture with sketches of farm fields, a modern 
farmstead, a high-tech planter, and corn kernels, all 
which support the theme of “planting seeds for the 
future.” 

The agricultural scenes are etched on copper-fabri-
cated metals with overlays of silver and gold kernels 
and copper laminate plaques. The kernels and plaques 
list the names of donors who have given substantial 
gifts to the Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture.

“We’re very pleased with the completion and instal-
lation of the new Foundation donor wall,” stated Mark 
Tuttle, Farm Bureau Foundation president. “The donor 
wall is unique in its representation of agriculture and is 
a nice complement to our Farm Bureau lobby.”

“We especially appreciate those who have contributed to the Foundation for 
Agriculture and whose names are listed on our donor wall,” said Tuttle. 

The 5-foot by 12-foot donor wall was manufactured and installed in late 
August by the Missillon Plaque Company, based out of Canton, Ohio. OC 
Image Works of DeKalb (namely Brian Oster and Erin Nolan) designed the 
wall and worked closely with Missillon Company personnel in production 
oversight. 

Farm Bureau’s Foundation for Agriculture Board of Directors approved the 
concept and design and fully supported the construction of the Foundation 
donor wall. 

“The Fields of Giving wall serves to recognize donors who have given gener-
ously and also inspires others to give to the Foundation for worthwhile agri-

cultural initiatives,” said 
Mariam Wassmann, Foun-
dation administrator. 

The donor wall features 
four levels of giving: The 
Giving Field, an annual 
commitment of $200-$500; 
Growing Acres, a one-time 
donation of $1,000-
$9,999; The Legacy Gift of 
$10,000+; and the Endowed 
Giving level of $50,000+. 

Donor wall contributions are 
part of the Foundation’s Grow 
by Giving $1.5 million campaign 
which is designed to generate 
funds for ag literacy, community 
and consumer outreach and 
scholarships, among other 
important agricultural projects. 
To date the campaign has 
generated over $236,000 in 
donations. 

Foundation donors were 
invited to a special celebration 
to showcase the new wall and 
be updated on the campaign. 
“We have a big job ahead of us 
to reach out to others and share 
information about what we do 
in agriculture,” said Tuttle. “We 
can do this with Foundation for 
Agriculture funds,” Tuttle told 
donors.

The Fields of Giving donor 
wall is located on the western 
most wall of the Farm Bureau 
lobby, to the right of the large 
hand-carved wooden Seasons 
of Agriculture mural and across 
from the History of Farm Bureau 
wooden display cases. ■

Fields of  Giving wall installed

“We’re very pleased with the completion and installation of the new 
Foundation donor wall,” stated Mark Tuttle, Farm Bureau Foundation 
president at a special celebration for Foundation Donors.

The Stoddards - Jim, Nancy 
(Plote) and Dorothy - take 
a closer look at the new 
Foundation Donor wall and 
nameplate honoring husband 
and father, Kenneth. 
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Endowed Giving
($50,000+)

Allan & Ruth Aves
In Memory of Arden & Dorothy Baie

Legacy Gift
($10,000-$49,999)

Ken & Glennie Barshinger
Darwin & Melody Hall
KishHealth System

Terry & Sherrie Martin
In Memory of Charles H. Orr

Schelkopf Family
Jim & Sue Walter

Our Thanks to Foundation Donors!
Listed are the names of donors included on the new Foundation Donor Wall.

Growing Acres
($1,000-$9,999)

A & P Grain Systems, Inc.
Doug & Nancy Dashner

DeKalb County COUNTRY Financial®   
Steve & Vickie Drendel
Vince & Jerilyn Faivre

In Memory of Roy Fenstermaker, Sr.
First National Bank

First State Bank 
GRAINGER

In Memory of Richard E. Pitstick
Roy & Janet Plote

Marjorie Rasmussen
Paul & Connie Rasmussen

Robert & Jo Ann Skabo
In Memory of Kenneth Stoddard

In Memory of Beverly & Archie Tuntland
Mark & Christina Tuttle

In Memory of Tom Warren

Giving Field
($200-$500 Annually)

Jerry & Sue Bemis
Ray & Linda Heinisch

Yvonne Johnson
Tracy & Beth Jones 

Dan & Maylan Kenney
Greg & Marci Millburg
Bob & Mary Pritchard 

Carol Quinn
Jim & Marcia Stoddard
Jamie & Kristen Walter
Hank & Jan Wassmann 

Jim & Mariam Wassmann

If you would like to have your name included on the Fields 
of Giving donor wall, please contact the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture.
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“People like to buy pumpkins. It’s a happy time and they can  
do it as a family. Our farm is very family-friendly.”   Dean Johnson

Sycamore’s Pumpkin Festival 
is all about pumpkins and so 
is Johnson’s Pumpkin Stand.

Dean and Charlene Johnson count on 
stopping by the courthouse lawn each 
year for a glimpse of their pumpkins 
on display during Pumpkin Fest. They 
exude a sense of pride when they see 
their pumpkins transformed into many 
unique characters and themes.

“We enjoy selling pumpkins to kids 
entering the Pumpkin Fest contest,” 
says Charlene. “I like to talk to the kids 
about their ideas and even make some 
suggestions for the contest.” Charlene 
recollects when their kids were younger 
and the creative ideas they had as 
entries in the pumpkin contest.

The Johnson’s Pumpkin Stand is 
conveniently located one mile west of 
Sycamore on Route 64 with easy access 

for Sycamore families to pick up some pumpkins for the Pumpkin Fest, 
for jack-o-lanterns, and other fall decorations.

They have over 50 varieties of pumpkins, gourds and squash plus 
Indian corn, corn shocks, broom corn, bittersweet, and straw bales for 
sale. 

The Johnsons have been raising pumpkins for more than a half- 
century on the family’s centennial farm. Years ago Dean’s father, 
Howard, grew some pumpkins and Indian corn and placed them on a 
hay rack with a handmade sign and sold them from their front yard. 
Then Dean and Charlene followed suit, to grow pumpkins and place 
them in the front yard for people to purchase.

The pumpkin stand outgrew its space in the front yard and eventu-
ally became part of the farmyard with pumpkins nicely grouped by size, 
color and variety. Now, they offer thousands of pumpkins including 
whites, heirlooms, greens, red, orange, pie pumpkins and jack-o-lan-
terns.

“People like to buy pumpkins,” said Dean. “It’s a happy time and 
they can do it as a family. Our farm is very family-friendly.”

Charlene agrees, “We’re a mom and pop operation welcoming 
families and little kids to come, relax and have fun.”

Their own kids – Dustin, Christina and Jessica - have helped with 
the pumpkin stand from their younger years to the present, with profits 
helping pay for their college education. ►

Above: Dean & Charlene Johnson
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Growing Pumpkins,  
Sweet Corn & A Corn Maze 

The Johnsons plant pumpkins on 
about three acres around Memorial 
Day so they are ready for picking in 
mid-September.

“We have a better system now than 
we had when we first started planting 
more pumpkins,” said Charlene. She 
lays out the pattern for planting seeds 
and then hand plants them allowing 
for adequate spacing for the vining 
plants. 

Charlene does most of the pumpkin 
picking this time of year and has a 
special knack for creating the many 
displays around the farmyard bursting 
with fall colors and farm vintage 
pieces.  

“Fall is a time that Mother Nature is 
showing off her beauty,” says Dean. 
“Every ear of Indian corn is unique. 
Every pumpkin has its own character-
istic. As farmers we enjoy harvesting 
a good crop (even though the prices 
may not be so good). We still pride 
ourselves in having a good harvest.”

Dean used to raise field corn and 
soybeans but as his farm acres di-
minished and he began employment 
off the farm he switched to specialty 
crops like pumpkins and sweet corn 
and a corn maze for more family en-
tertainment. 

They grow about five acres of sweet 
corn and sell the corn for about four 
weeks from mid-July to mid-August. 

The Johnsons have dedicated six 
acres to corn mazes – a smaller one 
for young children and a larger one 
for older children and adults. Dean 
creates the design each year; this 
year’s design is the Johnson name 
for the small maze and a corny 
character for the larger maze. 

Their corn maze and pumpkin 
stand is open through Halloween. 
The Johnsons also offer free 
campfires on weekends and have some animals for extra enjoyment.

“Everything we do is geared for families and getting families together,” 
said Dean. He especially likes seeing generations of families returning to 
their farm. “Some came here when we sold pumpkins in our front yard and 
now their children are bringing their families to our expanded farmyard,” 
said Dean. 

From July through October the Johnsons focus on farm sales of their 
specialty crops. Other times of the year you can find Dean at the DeKalb 
County Soil and Water Conservation District office as the resource conser-
vationist and Charlene, a registered nurse, at Kishwaukee Education Con-
sortium as a health occupations clinical instructor. ■

Johnson’s Pumpkin  
Stand & Corn Maze
Open now thru Oct. 31
Corner of Rt. 64 & Motel Rd., Sycamore
Pumpkin stand open daily, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Pumpkins, gourds, squash, corn shocks, 
Indian corn, broom corn, straw bales for sale
Corn maze open Friday, 5-9 p-.m.,  
Sat., 10 a.m. – 9 p.m., Sun., 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Phone: 815-895-3752
www.johnsonspumpkinsandmaze.com

(Left) Christina, Dustin 
and Jessica Johnson 
lend a hand in the 
familiy’s business 
as their young adult 
schedules allow.  In 
their younger days, 
they enjoyed entering 
the pumpkin design 
contest at Sycamore’s 
Pumpkin Festival 
(Below, in 1998).
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A Defensive Driving Course is 
being offered to persons 55 years 
and over on Wednesday, Oct. 28 and 
Thursday, Oct. 29 at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau. The two-day 
course is being sponsored by DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau, DeKalb 
County COUNTRY® Financial 
agency and Representative Bob 
Pritchard.

The course runs from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. each day at the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Building.  Partici-
pants must attend both sessions in 

Defensive Driving 
Course for Seniors

Doug Sommer will instruct the Defensive 
Driving Course at Farm Bureau, Oct. 28-
29. Registration is being accepted.

Cougars Baseball
Farm Bureau families enjoyed a beautiful 
evening at the Kane County Cougars last 
month. Here Ozzie, the Cougar mascot, 
is pictured with Avery Boehne. About 125 
family members watched the Cougars 
play ball from the rooftop deck.

Plat books for sale at Farm Bureau
Need an updated plat book? Farm Bureau continues to sell the 2014 DeKalb 

County Land Atlas and Plat Book. 
The plat book accurately shows parcel boundaries, acreage data, roadways, 

waterways, railways, section lines, municipal boundaries, aerial maps, and 
includes an index of owners. Latitude/longitude grids for GPS reference are 
also provided along with a rural addressing grid. 

The plat books are priced at $25 for members, $50 for non-members.  
Visit the Farm Bureau office Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., for 

more membership benefits and services. ■

Member Benefits

Farm Bureau members can save up 
to $2,000 on Caterpillar equipment. 
The Illinois Farm Bureau discount 
on Cat machines can be combined 
with any current retail discounts, pro-
motions, rebates or offers available 
through Caterpillar or its dealers, 
with the exception of other member-
ship purchase incentives. 

All Farm Bureau members are 
eligible. Members must provide a 
valid Member Verification Certifi-
cate to the Cat dealer at the time of 
purchase to receive the discount. 

Save on Cat & Case IH equipment
Certificates may be obtained at  
www.fbadvantage.com/cat.

Members can also save on Case IH 
equipment, between $300 to $500. 
All you need to do is obtain a Farm 
Bureau membership verification cer-
tificate and present it to your Case IH 
dealer at the time of purchase. 

To print out a certificate go to: 
http://www.ilfb.org/get-involved/
membership-benefits/farm-
benefits/caseih.aspx#sthash.
LbrMaVkG.dpuf. ■

order to be certified and also receive 
a discount on their automobile 
insurance.

The classes will be presented by 
safety expert and educator Doug 
Sommer, a member of the National 
Safety Council and an accredited in-
structor.

The course is limited to 40 people. 
Members can register for the 
Defensive Driving Course by con-
tacting the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau office, 815-756-6361. Spaces 
will be filled on a first-come, first-
serve basis.

There is a $20 per person fee to 
participate. Fee covers materials, cer-
tification and lunch both days.

Those 55 and over who complete 
the two-day class will receive a 

certificate which can be taken to 
their insurance agent for a discount 
on their automobile insurance. 
COUNTRY Financial offers a 
discount to those seniors who 
complete this course. ■
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Imagine the cost of hiring a 
part-time housekeeper, a personal 
chef, a day care provider, a nurse 
and a driver. You’d have to be 
pretty wealthy, right? Stay-at-
home parents perform all these 
jobs, and they do it without 
getting a paycheck. Sometimes 
they don’t even get to take a sick 
day. 

Imagine how much money a 
stay-at-home mom or dad would 
make if they were paid for their 
work. Think about the amount 
of time spent on housework, 
cooking, transportation and 
childcare. 

According to a study by Salary.
com, the average amount of time 
spent working as a stay-at-home 
parent is 94.4 hours per week.1 
That would be a lot of overtime 
compensation if this job actually 
paid.

The Value of a Stay-At-Home Parent
The value of a stay-at-home 

parent is often overlooked, even 
among the parents themselves. 
The situation could turn into 
a huge financial stress when 
surviving family members realize 
the cost of replacing those duties 
is too expensive. Losing a loved 
one is bad enough. You shouldn’t 
have to suffer financial pain in 
addition to the emotional pain.

Even if stay-at-home parents 
earned the money they’re worth, 
chances are they wouldn’t get 
adequate insurance coverage. 
A 2011 COUNTRY survey 
shows that nearly 40 percent of 

Americans express un-
certainty in the ability 
of their families to 
maintain their quality of 
life if they were to die 
or become disabled. 

Other costs associated 
with death like funeral expenses, 
attorney fees and final medical 
bills can also weigh heavily on 
families of the deceased. The 
average funeral alone can cost 
between $6,500 and $10,000, not 
including cemetery fees.2 

Curtis Burket

Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Curtis Burket 
COUNTRY Financial Representative

COUNTRY
Thoughts

One of the most important 
things you can do to protect your 
family is to make sure a stay-at-
home parent is insured. If a stay-
at-home parent in your household 
dies, will your family be able to 
afford the expenses of childcare, 
housekeeping and cooking while 
the surviving parent works 
outside the home? 

Meet with a knowledgeable 
financial representative for an 
insurance and financial review, 
and take charge of your family’s 
financial security. 

If you would like more in-
formation on how much life 
insurance is right for you and 
your family, please contact me at 
815-786-2209. ■
1 Salary.com, May 2008 
2 AARP.org, “Preplanning Your Funeral 
Arrangements” 

Policies issued by COUNTRY Life Insurance 
Company® and COUNTRY Investors Life 
Assurance Company®,  
Bloomington, IL. 

One of the most important things you 
can do to protect your family is to make 
sure a stay-at-home parent is insured.

www.countryfinancial.com
curtis.burket@countryfinancial.com

815-786-2209
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Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordi-
nator. Follow her Stray Kernels blog 
at www.straykernels.wordpress.com. 

Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

Letter to a high school classmate
I was wrong.
It took me three months to figure out why you deleted my comment regarding 

an article you posted online. I thought I knew at the time, but I was wrong. 
Here’s how it went down. You shared an article regarding agricultur-

al practices and food safety. I saw it, and it upset me because I felt it was 
factually incorrect and misleading. I usually grit my teeth and scroll on when 
this happens, but this time it struck me at a weak moment. I commented that 
the article was “alarmist B.S.,” and shared another article by means of rebuttal. 
You pulled my comment and messaged me, saying you preferred not to respond 
publicly. We had a terse exchange, agreed the issue would be debated for years 
to come, and left it at that.

And it’s bugged me ever since. So much that I spent three days researching 
the topic and wrote a magazine article about it. So much that three of the four 
columns I’ve written since were shaped by this social media collision between 
you and me.

You’ve probably seen the cartoon of a figure sitting at a computer, respond-
ing to someone in another room who has just asked, “Aren’t you coming to 
bed?” Typing furiously, the figure replies, “I can’t. This is important. Someone 
is wrong on the Internet.” That’s how I felt.

I had an epiphany the 
other day, though. All 
along, I thought you 
removed my response 
to your post because 
you didn’t want your 

social media friends to see a different point of view, a different set of informa-
tion from what you had shared. When I responded, I felt I was addressing the 
article, not you. I wasn’t accusing you of “alarmist B.S.,” I was blaming the 
author of the article. What finally dawned on me, though, was that because you 
felt the content of the article was important enough to share, my response was 
actually an attack on you. I regret that, deeply.

It shouldn’t have taken me so long to figure this out. This happens constantly 
in our human interactions. We form our identities around what is important to 
us, and assimilate information that supports what we believe. If we’re really 
passionate, we share what we know in the hopes of informing others. If that in-
formation collides with what someone believes, chances are they will respond 
emotionally. Then we respond in kind, and the conversation deteriorates from 
there. 

Pick a topic: immigration, vaccinations, pesticides, climate change, racism, 
veterans’ issues, GMOs. For many of us, once we’ve acquired information that 
fits who we are and our view of the world, nothing else matters. Not new facts, 
not new science, not a different point of view—unless the new information 
confirms what we already believe. I’m guilty of that. I’ll bet you are, too.

I don’t know if I could have done anything to make our conversation end 

differently, or better yet, not end at 
all. Here’s what I wish I had done, 
though. I wish that before I adver-
tently attacked you, I had found out 
what you care about. 

We weren’t personal friends in 
high school, but I was always glad 
when you were in my class. I thought 
you were smart, funny, and kind. 
Part of the reason our recent interac-
tion bothered me so much is it didn’t 
fit with who I thought you were. I 
finally realized it was my fault. I 
attacked without giving you a chance 
to talk more about what is important 
to you, and how it influenced you to 
share what you did.

I’ll bet if we were to explore our 
most deeply held convictions, we’d 
have a lot in common. I’ll bet we 
share concerns for the environment, 
human suffering, and more. 

Maybe someday we can figure 
out a way to re-start our conversa-
tion, with kindness and a sharing of 
common values first. Maybe we can 
stop sniping at each other and work 
to improve lives instead.

After all, nothing else matters. ■

We form our identities around what is 
important to us, and assimilate information 
that supports what we believe.
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DeKalb County is the second largest hog producing county in Illinois. 

Did you know that there are more hogs than people in DeKalb County? That’s right. There 

are about 235,000 hogs on farms throughout the local area. You don’t necessarily see the 

pigs as you drive by farms because they are housed in climate-controlled buildings which 

keep them comfortable.  During October’s Pork Month we salute farmers for their hard 

work in raising healthy pigs.

October is...
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Steve Larson is a fourth generation farmer. He served on 
the Farm Bureau Board of Directors for 22 years and various 
committees. He continues to be a volunteer with Ag in the 
Classroom.
  
Steve and Rhonda own and operate Larson’s Family Farm, 
established in 1976, where they grow corn, soybeans, 
pumpkins and Christmas trees. Their Sandwich farm offers 
pick your own pumpkins, school tours and hayrides in 
October, cut your own Christmas trees in November and 
December, and boards horses year round.

The Larsons have two adult daughters: Stephanie of Malta; 
and Vicky (Kyle) Huss of Leland, and grandsons Larson and 
Brynjar Huss. ■

“We benefit from our membership 
through Farm Bureau’s promotion of 
family values, educational opportunities, 
and interacting with other members.  
Monitoring and engaging in county and 
state government is also an important 
membership benefit.

The Farm Bureau organization gives 
members the opportunity to participate  
in the legislative process at all levels.  
As members, we must protect, preserve 
and promote our industry and educate 
younger generations of the necessity for  
a sustainable, productive agriculture.”

Steve & Rhonda Larson
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Trips & Programs

See “A Wonderful Life” The Musical

The story of George Bailey and 
his wonderful life in Bedford Falls 
has brought hope and inspiration to 
every heart with its celebration 
of the goodness in all of us. It 
is the perfect message for the 
Christmas season. 

See “A Wonderful Life” 
at The Fireside Dinner 
Theater on Wednesday, 
Dec. 2 with DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau. 

The Fireside 
continues its 
long tradition of 
bringing you the 
finest in Christmas 
entertainment with a 
stunning, live stage musical version 
of this beloved film. 

Besides the musical, you will enjoy 
a delicious lunch featuring roast 
holiday capon chicken served with 

Die Musikmeisters  
German Band entertains

“Edelweiss”, “Liechtensteiner Polka”, “The 
Happy Wanderer” and “Auf Wiedersehn” are just a 
few of the many German songs in the repertoire of 
the Die Musikmeisters Band. 

Farm Bureau members will be entertained by the 
Die Musikmeisters on Monday, Nov. 2 in the Farm 
Bureau Theater beginning at 1 p.m.  

The band will include DeKalb’s contingent of 
Mark Baldin, trumpet; John Smith, trombone; and 
Rick Peterson, tuba; along with leader Mike Knauf 
and two other musicians. Authentic lederhosen attire 
and standard German polkas, waltzes, marches and 
more will be featured in this popular Chicago-Mil-
waukee band’s program.  

All Farm Bureau members are welcome to attend 
this entertaining musical program arranged by John D. Smith. 

Prior to the entertainment, Farm Bureau Prime Timers will have their monthly luncheon 
beginning at 12-noon in the Farm Bureau Auditorium. Luncheon reservations are due by 
Tuesday, Oct. 27 by contacting the Farm Bureau office and paying the lunch fee of $6.

 For more information please contact the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361. ■

Die Musikmeisters Die Musikmeisters 
will entertain Farm 
Bureau members on 
Nov. 2 at 1 p.m. in the 
Farm Bureau Theater. 

“Every time a bell rings an angel gets his wings”…  
  just as Clarence got his wings in the classic film “It’s A Wonderful Life.”

office. A limited number of spaces 
are available so early registration is 
suggested.

This trip is being sponsored by the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Prime 
Timers Committee. ■

The story of George Bailey and 
his wonderful life in Bedford Falls 
has brought hope and inspiration to 
every heart with its celebration every heart with its celebration 
of the goodness in all of us. It 
is the perfect message for the is the perfect message for the 

See “A Wonderful Life” 
at The Fireside Dinner at The Fireside Dinner 
Theater on Wednesday, 
Dec. 2 with DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau. 
Dec. 2 with DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau. 

The Fireside 
continues its continues its 
long tradition of 
bringing you the 

potatoes, asparagus, corn pudding, 
freshly baked breads, a special 
dessert and beverages. 

Cost of this day trip is $93 for 
Farm Bureau members, $103 for 

guests. Price includes The 
Fireside matinee musical 
with main floor seating in 
the theater, lunch in The 
Fireside dining room, and 
roundtrip motorcoach 

transportation. 
Motorcoach 

departs from the 
Farm Bureau at 9 
a.m. and returns 

by 6 p.m. 
Registration for this trip opens 

on Monday, Oct. 5 at 11 a.m. in 
the Farm Bureau lobby before the 
start of the monthly Prime Timers 
luncheon. Afterwards, registration 
will be accepted in the Farm Bureau 
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2015 Sandwich Fair

The Supreme Grand Champion Beef 
was shown by Abby Kuppler of Hinckley.  
With Abby are her parents Karen and Jim 
Kuppler, beef show judge Tyler Loeschen, 
and junior beef superintendent Sandi 
Frost. 

Scenes from the  
128th Sandwich Fair 

Sept. 9-13, 2015

Max Armstrong 
talks about crops 
and WOTUS with 
Mark Tuttle, Farm 
Bureau president, 
during the noon 
show.

Sandwich Fair 
President Larry 
Dannewitz  offers 
a fair update with 
Max Armstrong 
while being 
interviewed during 
the noon show. 

Dairyman Bill Lenschow helps this young girl milk Maggie 
the Cow in the FFA petting zoo.

Pork producers Roger Nelson and 
Ashley Hartmann selected John 
Andreshak of Wheaton as the winner 
of the pork cookoff with his smoked 
pork sandwiches.
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Ag Literacy

Eager kids rushed to 
class as calves, sheep, and 
piglets arrived outside. 
School lunches were 
placed in cubbies as corn, 
soybeans, pumpkins, and 
a giant cheeseburger were 
set up on the school lawn. 
This was no ordinary day 
at North Elementary. This 
was the school’s fourth 
annual and much-antici-
pated Walk-A-Thon.

The Walk-A-Thon 
was originally created 
as an educational fund-
raiser. Students collect 
pledges for participating 
and spend a few hours 
walking to various infor-
mative and interactive 
stations throughout the 
school grounds. Previous 
themes include “A History 

Students smile as they watch piglets from 
Steve Ward’s farm root through towels.

Angela and Todd Cambier of Sycamore answer questions the students 
have about sheep during the Adventures in Ag Walk-A-Thon.

of Sycamore” and 
“Sports.” This year’s 
theme, “Adventures 
in Agriculture,” was 
the first of its kind. It 
focused on engaging 
students in local 
farming while stressing 
the importance of ag-
riculture in their daily 
lives. 

The idea for “Adven-
tures in Agriculture” 
stemmed from two 
North School teachers, 
Darcy Ray and Chris 
Berg, after their partici-
pation in DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau’s Summer 
Ag Institute. 

According to Berg, 
“Darcy and I partici-
pated in the Summer Ag 
Institute in 2014. When 

we returned to school 
in the fall and began 
preparing for that year’s 
Walk-A-Thon with a 
theme of ‘Sports,’ we 
knew ‘Agriculture’ would 
make a great theme for the 
following year. We had 
seen so many resources 
available at the Farm 
Bureau and had partici-

pated in so many 
engaging ag ac-
tivities that we 
knew we would 
be able to create 
12 stations for 
the walk.” 

She continued, 
“When we par-
ticipated in the 
Summer Ag 
Institute in 2015, 
we knew exactly 
what our mission 
would be: to 

create this experience for 
our students, the Adven-
tures in Agriculture Walk-
A-Thon.”

With the help of the 
DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau, Sycamore FFA, 
several local volun-
teers, and the tremen-
dous support of North 
Elementary staff, Berg 
and Ray’s idea came to 
life. Students sat in a New 
Holland tractor while 
learning about farm tech-
nology. They touched a 
sheep and passed around 
wool clothing. They 
even planted their own 
soybeans in a “germina-
tion necklace” to wear 
home. When Berg asked 
her class which station 
was their favorite they 
responded with, “Every-
thing!” ►

Shortly after sunrise on Friday, Sept. 11, North 
Elementary School in Sycamore opened its doors 
to prepare for another day of learning. However, 
unlike most school mornings, the buses out front 
were parked near a large, blue tractor. 

A short walk goes a long way
North Elementary School students experience Adventures in Agriculture
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Ag Literacy

Teacher Chris Berg interacts with her students as they build 
animals out of cornstarch-based packing peanuts.

Sycamore area dairy farmer Bill Deutsch discusses the dairy 
industry with children.

Nearly 300 students par-
ticipated in “Adventures in 
Agriculture.” Although the 
money raised will be benefi-
cial, learning about agri-
culture is also invaluable. 
Says North School Principal 
Kathy Spiewak, her students 
now have “experience of 
seeing how agriculture is 
involved in every aspect of 
our life.”

As students dispersed for 
the weekend, they may have 
left the pigs, pumpkins and 
packing peanuts behind, but 
they now know that agricul-
ture is always as close as the 
food they eat. ■

Adventures in Agriculture Learning Stations
Farm Machinery - Ice Cream/Music - Dairy Farming - Pig Farming - Sheep - Pumpkins - Corn - Soybeans 

How Big Is An Acre? - Wheat We Eat - Agricultural Art from Cornstarch Packing Peanuts
Cheeseburger Ingredients

Students await their 
chance to climb inside a 
tractor and learn about 
machinery technology.
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www.conservfs.com 
815-756-2739

It’s Cooperative Month
October is the month when we tra-

ditionally recognize cooperatives in 
the United States. Around the world 
and around the corner, cooperatives 
are working to improve the lives of 
their member-owners and the com-
munities in which they live and work 
every day.

Cooperatives operate under a set 
of seven principles. These 
include:

• Voluntary and open mem-
bership: Anyone using a co-
operative’s goods and services 
may become a member.

• Democratic member 
control: Each member holds one 
vote, and directors elected by the 
members manage the cooperative.

• Members’ economic participa-
tion: Members receive patronage in 
proportion to the amount of business 
they do with the cooperative when 
the cooperative is successful.

• Autonomy and independence: 
Each cooperative is its own entity, 

locally governed and able to 
provide goods and services 
tailored to its unique mem-
bership.

• Education, training, and 
information: Cooperatives provide 
education on a variety of issues to 
employees, directors, members, and 
others in the community.

• Cooperation among coopera-
tives: Cooperatives work together 
on opportunities of mutual benefit 
to their members to achieve greater 
results than one could achieve inde-
pendently.

• Concern for community: Co-
operatives are truly part of their 
local community and give back in a 
variety of ways.

There are more than 29,000 co-
operative businesses in the United 
States, operating in every sector 
of the economy. U.S. cooperatives 

generate two million jobs, 
produce annual sales of 
$652 billion, and possess 
assets of $3 trillion. 

In just the agricultural 
sector, there are more than 
2,500 farmer cooperatives in 

America, with total business volume 
of more than $190 billion and more 
than 250,000 employees. Farmers 
who belong to a supply cooperative, 
like Conserv FS, earn an average of 
$5,500 more per year than farmers 
who are not cooperative members.

More than 85 years ago the first 
FS cooperatives, which today make 
up the GROWMARK System, were 
formed. Today, the GROWMARK 
System employs more than 7,000 
people, who in turn serve more than 
250,000 customers. 

Conserv FS, with five locations 
in DeKalb County alone, employs 
nearly 200 people throughout the 
year, serving the needs of patron 
members. ■

Farmers who belong to a supply cooperative, like 
Conserv FS, earn an average of $5,500 more per 

year than farmers who are not cooperative members.
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City families  
meet farmers

Chicago area families went to Brook-
field Zoo expecting to see all sorts of 
animals.  What they didn’t expect was to 
have conversations with farmers.

Farmers talked to city families about 
raising and caring for farm animals and 
answered questions about farm and food 
production. 

The Meet the Farmer summer nights 
event at Brookfield Zoo was sponsored 
by Illinois Farm Bureau and 18 northern 
Illinois county Farm Bureaus, including 
DeKalb County. Five farmers from 
DeKalb County volunteered to have 
farm-city conversations including Mark 
Tuttle, Berkeley Boehne, Ed Cowan, 
Phil Montgomery and Roy Plote. ■

Ed Cowan and Mark Tuttle conversed with families at Brookfield Zoo as part 
of Farm Bureau’s Meet the Farmer event last month. The positive exchange 
of information was an effort of Farm Bureau’s Food for Thought outreach 
program in northern Illinois.

Issues & Actions

Farm Bureau members can help put 
an initiative on the election ballot 
to change the way Illinois draws 
state legislative districts.

Members are urged to stop by the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau office 
and sign a petition in support of the 
Independent Map 
Amendment. 

Illinois Farm 
Bureau has 
joined the In-
dependent 
Map Amendment 
coalition, which 
seeks to put a proposal 
before voters to amend the Illinois 
Constitution. The proposal would 
create an 11-member independent re-
districting commission to draw legis-
lative districts for General Assembly 
members. 

The commission would draw 

Sign the petition for I-Map Amendment
districts that are contiguous and sub-
stantially equal in population. This 
independent process would be a 
balanced approach to drawing state 
legislative districts by an unbiased 
third party and will not be based on 
political affiliation and prior election 
results, according to the Illinois Farm 
Bureau.

The DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau 

Board of 
Directors 
also supports 

this initia-
tive and recommends that members 
sign the petition. In order to have 
this amendment on the Nov. 8, 2016 
election ballot, 600,000 signatures 
are needed. Already, 200,000 signa-
tures have been obtained. 

For more information stop by the 
Farm Bureau office or visit www.
mapamendment.org. ■

Bob Twombly signs the petition in support 
of the Independent Map Amendment in a 
stop at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
office. Twombly, a DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau member, agrees with putting 
the proposal before voters in the 2016 
election to amend the constitution.
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Harvest Alert!
Expect to see significant numbers of farm vehicles using roads and highways in October and November. Be alert 

and be safe. Watch for the Harvest in Progress yellow road signs that caution you that harvest activity is occurring 
nearby.  

Pay attention to farm equipment with flashing lights, reflective tape and slow moving vehicle emblems (orange 
and red triangular sign) on the back of farm equipment that warn you it is traveling at much slower speeds than 
your vehicle so keep a safe distance behind. 

Together,  let’s make it 
a SAFE Harvest Season!

These words save lives.  
Remember them when you see farmers and their  

equipment on rural roads during the harvest season. 
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Center for  
Agriculture News

Putting the Landscape to Bed
What you do in your landscape this 

fall can greatly affect your perennials 
and shrubs next year. 

In an upcoming one-hour program, 
Extension Horticulture Educator 
Candice Miller will discuss fall 
gardening activities for your landscape. 
Topics covered will include preparing 
plants to overwinter indoors, fall 
pruning, proper sanitation, pest control, 
and fall lawn repair. 

The program will be held on 
Monday, Sept. 28 in the conference 
center of the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Building from 3:30 to  
4:30 p.m.  

The University of Illinois program 
is open to the public and the fee for 
the program is $5 per person.   You’ll 
go away with some tips for success 
in preparing your landscape for the 
upcoming winter.

To register, visit www.web.
extension.illinois.edu/bdo/  or call 
the local office at 815-758-8194. ■

Fall Series of Four Seasons Gardening
Vegetation Propagation - The Four Seasons Gardening program from the 

University of Illinois Extension continues with a session titled, “Vegetative 
Propagation.”

The program is being offered on Oct. 6 at 1:30 p.m. The session will be 
presented via computer in the conference center of the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Building. This session is also available for home participation by 
pre-registering at http://web.extension.illinois.edu/hmrs/4seasons/.

Vegetative propagation is an excellent way for hobby gardeners to multiply 
their favorite plants at home and reap the rewards. Join Kim Ellson, Horti-
culture Educator, as she discusses vegetative propagation. Kim will discuss 
the advantages of propagation and provide detailed insight into various prop-
agation methods including cuttings, grafting, layering and division.

Abiotic Plant Problems - The fall series of the Four Seasons Gardening 
program concludes with a session titled “Abiotic Plant Problems on 
Landscape Plants.”

The program is offered on Oct. 20 at 1:30 p.m.  The session will be 
presented via computer in the conference center of the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Building. This session is also available for home participation by 
pre-registering at http://web.extension.illinois.edu/hmrs/4seasons/.

Are you confused about diagnosing problems on your trees and shrubs? 
Are the disorders environmental problems or are they caused by a pathogen? 
Join Illinois Master Gardener Coordinator, Monica David, as she compares 
and contrasts abiotic (non-living) and biotic (pathogen) problems on your 
landscape plants. Monica will discuss symptoms, occurrence and diagnosis 
of specific abiotic problems. 

There is no cost to attend either of the Four Seasons Gardening sessions.
Advance registration is needed. Phone or email the DeKalb County 

Extension office for more details, 815-758-8194, jayeeta@illinois.edu or go 
to https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/?registrationid=12812 to 
register. ■
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NAP Deadlines Approach
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assis-

tance Program (NAP) applications 
are due at different times, depending 
on the crop being insured. 

Sept. 30 is the 2016 NAP applica-
tion closing date for mechanically 
harvested forage, grazed forage, and 
fall seeded small grains. 

Nov. 20 is the 2016 NAP appli-
cation closing date for bi-annual 
and perennial crops, such as apples, 
asparagus, blueberries, caneberries, 
cherries, grapes, hops, nectarines, 
peaches, pears, plums, rhubarb, and 
strawberries.

Dec. 1 is the 2016 NAP application 
closing date for honey.

March 15, 2016 is the 2016 NAP 
application closing date for spring 
and summer planted NAP crops.

May 1, 2016 is the 2017 NAP ap-
plication closing date for nursery 
crops.

Eligible producers can apply for 
2016 NAP coverage at their local 
FSA Office using form CCC-471, 
Application for Coverage. 

The service fee for basic NAP 
coverage is the lesser of $250 per 
crop or $750 per producer per ad-
ministrative county, not to exceed a 
total of $1,875 for a producer with 
farming interest in multiple counties. 
Producers interested in buy-up 
coverage must pay a premium, in 
addition to the service fee. The 
maximum premium will be $6,563.

Producers meeting the definition 
of a socially disadvantaged farmer or 
rancher, beginning farmer or rancher, 
or limited resource farmer or rancher 
will have service fees waived. 
Producers meeting this definition that 
choose to purchase buy-up coverage 
will also have service fees waived 
and the premium will be capped at  
$3,282. ■

Environmental Education for Home School Families
The University of Illinois Extension is offering a once a month environmental 

education series for home school students and their attending adult learner. The 
lessons will focus on a different topic each month with a total of nine classes.  

The program will be on the third Tuesday of each month starting September 
2015 and ending May 2016. Classes are from 10:30 a.m. to noon and will be 
held at the Natural Resource Education Center located in the Russell Woods 
Forest Preserve (one mile west of Genoa on state Route 72). The cost is $3 per 
person per class, including the adult, and registration is required.

October’s topic will be watersheds, investigating the Kishwaukee River, 
water level and temperature pending; and November’s program will be vermi-
composting. The education series’ December 2015 wrap up will be birds and 
bird feeding. Each class will include a short hike. 

The classes are geared for ages 7 to 11 years of age and the attending parent 
is expected to learn along with their home school student. “I feel the adult needs 
to experience the same information as the child in order to continue the learning 
at home and to be able to help the individual student process the information 
they are given, especially with this age range,” says Peggy Doty, Environmental 
Stewardship Educator.

For questions or to register please call the Natural Resource Education Center 
at 815-784-2000. ■

Hallgren Park Open House
University of Illinois Extension along with the DeKalb Park District will 

have a community Open House on Saturday, Oct. 3 from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. at 
Hallgren Park Gardens, DeKalb. The Open House will include informal tours of 
the gardens and a discussion of future plans for the beds.  

At 11 a.m. a Master Gardener volunteer will present a talk about native 
plants, and as part of the event, Master Gardeners will also offer plant divisions 
of many of the garden’s perennials to members of the public.

The gardens consist of seven perennial beds, a rose berm and an evergreen 
berm, and are located within the overall Hallgren Park. DeKalb County Master 
Gardeners have been working with the gardens in cooperation with the DeKalb 
Park District since 2003.

Oct. 10 will be the rain date for the event.
If you are interested in coming to the plant division and garden tour event, 

please contact University of Illinois Extension at 815-758-8194, or go online at 
http://web.extension.illinois.edu/bdo or stop by the DeKalb County Extension 
office. ■
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Local communities celebrate fall  

with these special events in October!

Waterman 
Pumpkin Train, Oct. 9-31
Fri. 5-9 p.m., Sat. 2-9 p.m., Sun. 2-8 p.m.,  
Columbus Day 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
With the train ride, pick a pumpkin from the pumpkin 
patch, & visit the Haunted House. 
Cost $8. Second train ride $2. 
Only $2 for senior citizens (without pumpkin)
Food & refreshments available for purchase, including 
Grandpa Cole’s old fashioned fudge.
Playground in the park.
Lion’s Park, 435 S. Birch St., Waterman 
Contact: Pete Robinson, 630-710-1023
www.petestrain.com

Sycamore
Pumpkin Festival, Oct. 21-25
Theme: “Pumpkins in Disguise”
Pumpkin Display, Oct. 21-27
On courthouse lawn, Rt. 64
Cake Cutting, Oct. 21, 5 p.m., courthouse lawn
Downtown Parade begins at 1 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 25
Grand Marshall: NIU’s Mileage Team
Friend of the Festival: Police Officer Michael Anderson
Craft Shows - 
Sycamore United Methodist Church, Rt. 64
815-895-9113
Oct. 23, 11 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Oct. 24, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., admission $2
www.sycamoreumc.org

Sycamore High School Fieldhouse, Rt. 23 
Oct. 24, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Oct. 25, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., admission $1 
http://sycamoremusicboosters.com/craft-fair/

Saturday Afternoon Entertainment, Oct. 24, 2-4 p.m.
Pie Eating Contest, Oct. 24, 4 p.m.
Carnival, Oct. 23-25
10K Race, Oct. 25, 9:30 a.m.
Plus many more events!
Contact: Jerry Malmassari, 815-761-3766
www.sycamorepumpkinfestival.com

Cortland
Fall Festival, Sunday, Oct. 11
Parade begins at 1 p.m.  
After-Parade Festival, following parade 
in Cortland Community Park, includes 
food & fun for all ages, plus time 
capsule commemorating Cortland’s 
sesquicentennial.
Contact: Judy Butler, 815-751-6683
www.cortlandil.org
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