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Connecting to You

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Fall Harvest & The Election

Mark Tuttle is a 4th generation farmer
from Somonauk and president of the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

On the cover:
Jeff Newkirk, Culvers; Kevin McArtor, Jonamac
Orchard; and Olivia Willrett, DeKalb FFA; at the
Thank You Farmers Corn Maze at Jonamac
Orchard.

I don’t typically like to make predictions, but it looks like harvest is gearing up to
be early this year. On my farm the beans are turning colors and the corn is drying
down. All I hope for at this point is the cooperation of Mother Nature and no major
breakdowns.
If all goes well, I may have time to study up for the November Election so I
understand the views of all the candidates in order to make an informed decision on
November 8th. I won’t begin to predict what the election outcome will be.
In some ways, elections are a lot like harvest. I harvest my crop not really
knowing what the exact outcome will be until the process is complete. In the
election, I won’t know the results until the last vote is counted. With both there
is a price to be paid for the decisions we make. And with harvest and the general
election, there are outside influencers that have an impact.
Those influencers might be your friends, family, neighbors, general public or the
media. There will be a lot of influencers between now and November 8th. Take
some time out of your harvest day or your work day and learn more about the
candidates.
As a farmer, I am just a small part of agriculture. In the election process, I am
just one vote of millions cast. I am counting on you and others to make the best
decision. And in the end, I predict someone will win! ■
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On Prairie Drive

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Cubs Fever
I am a die-hard Cubs fan…like our oldest Farm
Bureau member Mavis Bell, now 107. Mavis is
anxiously awaiting the Cubs return to the World
Series for the second time in her lifetime; I’m
hoping for my first.
You see, I come from a family of Cubs fans. The
biggest, most dedicated fan was my grandmother.
She hardly missed watching a game. Working on
my grandparents’ farm, I would come inside the
farmhouse to say “hello” to grandma and then
ask her what the score was. She would share the
baseball score and give me a rundown on the Cubs game. And, boy did she know the
players and stats!
Back in the day I might have caught some of the game on the tractor or truck
radios. I tuned into WGN radio to listen to the Cubbies in between farm chores and
field work. I always had the radio playing while milking cows. Mind you, this was
all before ESPN and apps on cell phones!
My first trip to Wrigley Field was when I was in high school, with my family, as
part of a dairy convention in Chicago. My second game at the friendly confines was
with a group of Farm Bureau members.
Being a Cubs fan and farming have some similarities. This looks like it could
be the best season in Cubs history. This could be the best farming year in terms of
bumper crop yields. I am hopeful for both. If not, there’s always next year (spoken
like a true Cubs fan)! ■
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Find the corn kernel
and win!
Let’s see if you can find the corn
kernel (resembling the one above) in
this month’s issue of our magazine
and be eligible to win a prize.
Email your answer to
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
or call us, 815-756-6361, by Oct. 14
for your chance to win.
When responding by email, please
include the page number and exact
description of the location of the corn
kernel on that page. You will also
need to include your name, address
and phone number in the email.
Correct answers will be put into
a drawing and one winner will be
drawn to receive a $20 gift card.
Last month’s winner of the corn
kernel contest was Dana Rogers of
Cortland. The kernel was hidden
on page 28 in the photo of the CAT
skidsteer, on the hydraulic arm. ■

Calendar
October
Oct. 3
The Driftaways music
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by Sept. 27
Oct. 11
Lake Geneva Fall Cruise
Lake Geneva, WI
Depart at 9:30 a.m.
Oct. 12-13
Defensive Driving Course
For members 55+ years
10 a.m. – 3 p.m. both days
$20
Oct. 19-21
Covered Bridges Tour
Brown County, IN

November
Nov. 7
“Life on the Mississippi”
By John Lynn
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by Nov. 1
Nov. 24-25
Thanksgiving Holiday
Farm Bureau Office closed

December
Dec. 3-6
IL Farm Bureau
Annual Meeting
Chicago
Meetings are held at the Center for
Agriculture unless otherwise noted.
For most meeting reservations contact
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office,
815-756-6361.

Follow us!
facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
twitter.com/DCFBureau
pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

Send magazine comments to:

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

It’s Harvest Time!

DeKalb County farmers are harvesting their two major crops – corn and soybeans. Typically,
farmers harvest soybeans first, in late September to October. Then they harvest corn usually in
October and November.
Farmers will be harvesting 114,000

acres of soybeans and 223,000 acres of

field corn during the fall season. Weather permitting, farmers aim to be done with harvest
before Thanksgiving.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Harvesting Soybeans
for Food, Feed & Fuel
Locally, farmers harvest about
114,000 acres of soybeans each year.
Soybeans are the round, tan seeds in
the soybean plant. They are legumes
or plants whose seeds grow in pods.
Each soybean plant contains between
30 and 40 pods and each pod
averages about three beans.
Soybean harvest begins in late
September and wraps up in October
in DeKalb County. Farmers use a
combine for harvesting soybeans.
Soybeans are transported from the
farm field to a grain elevator or
stored in grain bins on the farm.
When a farmer sells soybeans to a
grain dealer, the beans may go to a
number of destinations.
When processed, a 60-pound
bushel of soybeans will yield about
11 pounds of crude soybean oil
and 47 pounds of soybean meal.
Soybeans are 18% oil and 38%
protein.
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Photo courtesy of IL Soybean Association

What happens to all those
soybeans that farmers harvest in
the fall? We use them in various
forms in our everyday lives.

Food for Humans

Nearly all soybeans are processed
for their oil. Soy processors like
ADM and Cargill take the raw
soybeans and separate the oil from
the meal. The oil may be refined for
cooking and other edible uses.
Soybean oil is used in cooking and
frying foods. Margarine is a product

made from soybean oil. Salad
dressings and mayonnaise are
made with soybean oil.
Some foods are packed with
soybean oil such as tuna and
sardines. Baked breads, crackers,
cakes, cookies and pies usually
have soybean oil in them.
Lecithin, extracted from
soybean oil, is used to keep the
chocolate and cocoa butter in
a candy bar from separating.
It is a natural emulsifier and
lubricant. Lecithin is also used in
medicines.
Soy flour is used for baking
to aid in dough conditioning
and bleaching. Soy hulls are
processed into fiber bran breads,
cereals and snacks. ►

Livestock Feed

The high-protein fiber (which
remains after processing has
removed the oil) is toasted and
prepared into animal feed for poultry,
pigs, cattle and other farm animals.
The poultry and swine industries are
the largest users of soybean meal.
Over half of the soybeans
processed for livestock feed are fed
to poultry, about one-quarter is fed to
swine, and the rest is used for beef,
dairy, pet food and other feed.
Soy protein is increasingly
found in fish food, both for home
aquariums and for the fish grown for
consumption. Most marine species
were fed fish meal at one time, but
the scarcity and increasing cost of
fish meal has led producers to switch
to high protein soy meal.
Around the world soy protein may

be found in feed for most animals.
Animals that consume soybean meal
convert this livestock feed into food
that sustains us.

Biodiesel Fuel

Biodiesel fuel for diesel engines
can be produced from soybean oil by
a process called transesterification.
This process removes the glycerine
from the oil, leaving soy biodiesel.
Soy biodiesel is cleaner burning than
petroleum-based diesel oil.
Soy biodiesel reduces particulate
emissions and it is non-toxic,
renewable and environmentally
friendly.
More industrial uses of soybeans
are soy-based lubricants which can
withstand higher heat.
Soy-based foams are used in
coolers, refrigerators and automotive
interiors. The automotive and
equipment industries use soy-based
products for body parts, interiors and
seating.

Photo courtesy of United Soybean Board

Soy protein can be found in tofu,
soy milk, soy burgers and other
foods.

Photo courtesy of United Soybean Board

Soy is an excellent source of a complete protein.

Biocomposites are building
materials made from recycled
newspapers and soybeans. They
replace other traditional products
made from wood, such as furniture,
flooring and countertops. Particle
board, laminated plywood and
lumber can be made with soy-based
wood adhesives.
Soy oil produces an
environmentally-friendly solvent
that safely and rapidly removes oil
from creeks, streams and shorelines
without harming people, animals and
the environment. Soy is an ingredient
in industrial lubricants, solvents,
cleaners and paints.
Candles made with soybean oil
burn longer and are cleaner.
Soyink is better than petroleumbased inks because soy ink is not
toxic, renewable, environmentally
friendly and it cleans up easily. This
magazine uses soy ink!
So it’s obvious that soybeans have
many uses in our everyday lives for
food, feed, fuel and so much more.
Additionally, nearly half of the
soybeans grown in the United States
are exported and used by other
countries. ■

Sources: Soystats.com, ncsoy.org
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Around theFARM
by Lisa Fleming

First of the Lasts

of showing.” “This is the last time I
have a first day of high school.”
If you have read any of my stories,
you know that I love what our
family does. I am proud we farm,
we are grateful for 4-H and FFA,
and I love the people that I have met
through farming. With that being
said, thinking we may not have
more than one year at the 4-H fair
is devastating. This is my summer
vacation. This is when I
catch up with old friends.
Recently, we have heard: “This could be
This is where I spend my
my last year showing. This is the last time I
anniversary or my friend’s
have a first day of high school.”
birthday (the date of the 4-H
fair always falls that way).
This year’s fair season reminded
The pictures don’t even capture
me of our first few years of showing
the entire story, but oh do they make
cattle. I watched three new and
me smile. Pictures of camping out,
young girls walk around the fair
football games, and napping in the
doing whatever our daughter did. In
most unusual places at the fair. And
fact, at one point on Friday night,
the fun we have had over the years
there were eight kids ranging in age
is irreplaceable. We definitely could
from 9 to 19 sitting at a picnic table
write a book!
coloring. It was cute. Our 22-yearRecently, we have heard in our
old and his 19-year-old friend played
house: “This could be my last year
catch with one of the
new nine-year-olds. And
when it came time to
cleaning up to go home,
everyone pitched in.
I remember when my
kids started 4-H and they
looked up to those older
kids. We were so lucky
— the kids they hung
around with were some
of the best. They taught
them to play cards, how
School is in full swing and we are
starting the “First of many Lasts”
with our senior student. How can that
be?
I was pulling out a few old pictures
for the 4-H fair of the kids when they
started showing cattle. They were so
little! All they wanted was to be like
their dad and uncles and show cattle.
Every calf had a name; every ear tag
hangs in their room.

This is one of my favorite
photos from the past of
Dane and Sam. They
wanted to be like their dad
and uncles and show cattle.
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Lisa Fleming is a farm woman
and high school teacher from rural
Shabbona. Her farm family raises
corn, soybeans and beef cattle.

to have a REAL water fight, and how
to respect their animals and elders.
They made life-long friendships from
those summer days. They worked
hard and learned so much from those
older kids.
Now as my kids are older, my
son buys seed corn from one fair
friend and my daughter speaks with
a former cattle guy weekly about the
FFA Corn Plot.
The opportunities my kids, my
farmer and I have had through 4-H
and FFA have laid the groundwork
for the adults we have become.
I listen as my son shares his
knowledge about herbicides and
fieldwork. I watch as my daughter
contacts seven seed corn dealers and
speaks at the Cattlemen’s dinner
without batting an eye. My farmer
is still friends with many of his fair
buddies and we always stop and talk
to someone he knows from 4-H.
So my final thought: get your kids
or grandkids involved in 4-H or FFA,
or volunteer through your local clubs
and organizations. It will be well
worth it! ■

What is that?

Combine & Grain Cart

A combine is used to harvest corn,
soybeans and other grains.
This harvesting machine does many
things at once. As it moves across a
field, it cuts each plant and removes
the grains or seeds. This threshing
process separates the grain from
the corn cobs or soybean pods. The
cobs, pods and plant material are
blown out the back of the combine
and spread on the ground as
residue while the seeds flow into the
combine’s grain tank.

Grain carts speed up harvest.
A tractor pulling a grain cart moves alongside
the combine at the same pace so the
combine’s grain tank can be emptied while
the machine is still harvesting. Farmers call
this “dumping on the go.”

When the combine’s grain tank is
full (it holds about 300 bushels), it
must be emptied or it will overflow.
An auger arm, or long metal tube,
empties the grain tank. The auger
moves the grain through the tube so
it can be dumped into a grain cart,
truck, or wagon.

Locally, farmers are using their combines and grain carts to
harvest corn and soybeans, now through November.

When the combine’s grain tank is empty,
the grain cart is driven away to be unloaded
into a semi-trailer or gravity wagon. Like the
combine, the cart has an auger arm which allows the grain
to be unloaded. One grain cart can fill a semi with corn or
soybeans in just a few minutes!

A Case IH combine harvests soybeans.

Many modern combines are steered
with GPS (Global Positioning
Systems) technology. A farmer only
has to use the steering wheel to turn
the machine around at the ends of
a field or to travel on roadways. GPS
technology also allows farmers to
create field maps showing how much
grain was harvested at any given
point in a field.
A John Deere combine harvests
corn and unloads into a grain cart
in the field which is referred to as
“dumping on the go.”

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Some say, “It takes a
century to build one
inch of topsoil” while
others say, “With good
husbandry, it is possible
to create significant
amounts of new soil
in the course of a
generation.” At any rate,
it takes a long time to
change dirt into soil.

A soil test provides factual information regarding acidity or alkalinity
(pH), available phosphorus (P), potassium (K), and percentage of
organic matter.

8

Connections

Ron Johnson, University of Illinois Extension
DeKalb County Master Gardener

Soil vs. Dirt
It’s September 1962. I’m in Davis Hall at Northern Illinois University. It’s the first
day of class for students taking Professor Steve Messenger’s “Soils and Vegetation.”
Following his opening remarks about the course, Dr. Messenger puts his hand into
a large beaker and promptly removes a handful of a beautiful dark substance that
he calls ‘DeKalb County topsoil’. After describing its merits, he emphatically says,
“Anyone during this semester that calls this ‘dirt’ receives a grade of F. Dirt is what
you find in your vacuum cleaner bag!” I paid better attention after that!

Types of Soil

The state soil of Illinois is Drummer
which is one of over 840 types; Wisconsin’s
is the Antigo Silt Loam. The U.S. has
20,000 different soil types.
Each type is the result of a long
process of weathering parent bedrock
material, or in the case of most of the
Illinois soils, the glaciers left deposits
which were acted upon by living
organisms and the climate.
Some say, “It takes a century to build
one inch of topsoil” while others say,
“With good husbandry, it is possible to
create significant amounts of new soil
in the course of a generation.” At any
rate, it takes a long time to change dirt
into soil.

Soil Profiles

A useful introduction to soil science is
a vertical cross section of earth exposed
by digging downward known as a soil
profile. Generally there are three layers
or horizons lying approximately parallel
to the earth’s surface and designated
as A (topsoil), B (subsoil), and C
(substratum).
All of us are familiar with the outer
portion of the A horizon or topsoil that
supports the growth of plants and allows
our way of life to be possible. Native
vegetation determines the kind and
amount of organic matter in the soil.

Soil test photos courtesy of Ron Johnson

Timber soils have a thin, moderately
dark topsoil two to four inches thick,
whereas most prairie soils have a dark
surface layer that may go as deep as
four feet or more. The beautiful, deep,
dark humus is the result of the decay
of the root systems of prairie grasses
and forbs over thousands of years.
Most soil is about half mineral;
the rest is air, water, and organic
matter. In addition, the soil is home
to a large number of bacteria, fungi,
insects and smaller animal life. Dirt
is the mineral, chemical portion (such
as potassium, calcium, phosphorus)
and only becomes soil with the
addition of the biological components.
Picture a prairie plant rooted in the
earth. It uses the sun’s light to divide
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere,
releasing the oxygen and creating
liquid carbon sugars. Most of the
sugars are used to build the aerial
part of the visible plant, however
a significant percentage travels
underground, whereby the roots feed
the soil microorganisms.
Liquid carbon enters the cells of
bacteria and fungi which in turn
are eaten by other microbes, and
microscopic animals such as nematode
worms. A feeding frenzy for sure.
Tons of atmospheric carbon per acre is
removed, and fertile soil is built.

Testing Soils

A soil test provides factual
information regarding acidity or
alkalinity (pH), available phosphorus
(P), potassium (K), and percentage of
organic matter. The recommendation
section of the report provides the
grower with a plan. For example, plants
such as blueberries, roses, azaleas, and
pin oak require acid soil conditions.
Knowing this, the grower may need
to decrease pH by adding a sulfur
amendment to their field or garden soil.
Organic materials such as compost,
peat moss, chopped leaves, and manure
will improve the physical characteristic
of soil, but will have little influence on
the amount of organic matter measured
by the test.
Phosphorus and potassium are
important soil elements that also
deserve a look. Often P and K should
be used sparingly especially if you are
a fan of balanced blend fertilizers like
10-10-10.
Avoid overusing inorganic fertilizers,
perlite, vermiculite, and soil applied
fungicides that inhibit mycorrhizae
formation. On the other hand, try to
maintain a well aerated soil which
encourages this mutualistic growth to
occur. The lesson being: above ground
diversity is reflected by the below
ground diversity. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Q: How do farmers work with cattle safely?
A:

Farm animals are not pets, so farmers have to
be careful raising cattle and understand them.

Anyone who has raised, hauled, showed, or handled cattle can
remember a time when someone was in harm’s way in just the blink
of an eye.
Cattle are generally domesticated calm animals when handled
gently and given time to assimilate to their new environment. They
become accustomed to routine activities such as shifting to a holding
pen while their dirty pen is cleaned and bedded with new straw or
stalks. Noises from the feed tractor, the silo unloader, turning on/off
fans, or even footsteps in the gravel, become their signal to get ready
to eat, the farmer is coming.
Like people, however, each animal is different and some breeds are
more gentle than others. Holstein steers in the feedlot are the most
docile. Sometimes they can become too friendly and get too close for
comfort. They head-butt workers while cleaning waterers, repairing
fence or equipment in the pens, or even while walking through.

Any animal can be spooked by strange sounds, voices,
smells, objects in their path, or lighting changes. Brahman

and Charolais crossbreds seem to have extra sensitivity to all of those
changes and give us our biggest handling challenges.
In small groups, cattle can be trained to come to the sound of
our voices, a whistle, a tractor, or pounding of a feed bucket when
reinforced with feed. This comes in handy when cattle get out of
their pens because the electric fencer fails, a storm causes a tree to
break down a fence, or a gate mysteriously is opened. The cattle look
forward to being with the feed provider.
When checking new arrivals in open pens, workers will move
slowly and stay near the edges with easily climbed or opened gates or
fences. At the same time they will watch for animals with head and
ears up, arched neck, back and/or tail. Some animals learn from their
mother to attack what they fear, such as cattle that are raised near
alligators tend to charge people, as they would an alligator, until they
are retrained.
In tighter pens, entry is usually only necessary to move or sort some
of the group. A protective animal that hasn’t been in contact with
workers can still exhibit aggressive behavior unexpectedly.
The longer the cattle are together, they naturally will create their
own hierarchy. Cattle can become startled or stressed from minor
10
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Roy Plote is a sixth generation farmer from Leland.
He farms with his brother and brother-in-law raising
beef cattle, corn, soybeans, wheat and hay. Roy and
his wife, Janet, have two sons, Ethan and Avery.

changes in their daily routine. It is preferred
to take cattle in groups of two or more
instead of separating just one from the
herd. The flight or defense response can be
triggered just from being alone.
When giving vaccinations or treating
sick or lame cattle, most farmers will use a
catching chute to hold the animal around the
neck like a horse collar, and many have a
squeeze option that gives the body a Temple
Grandin “HUG”. The side pressure imitates
the feeling of other cattle being near it in a
tight space and provides a calming effect.
Gates with slam-catch latches and circular
tubs with hydraulically controlled gates have
improved worker safety by reducing the need
to be in the pen with the cattle during the
handling process.
One defense move that cattle use when
they are frightened is kicking. The only way
to truly avoid being kicked is not to be within
range.
Farm animals are just doing what they feel
is necessary to protect themselves. We cannot
read their minds and they can’t read ours.
Experience with livestock cannot be gained
from a book, it is learned over years of onthe-job training. ■

Food Favorites

Fresh Apple Cake
With Buttermilk Glaze
This cinnamon-rich cake can be a fall
treat or enjoyed any time of the year.

Ingredients

2 cups sugar
1 ½ cups vegetable oil
2 eggs
1 teaspoon salt
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
Juice of ½ lemon
3 cups all-purpose flour
1 ¼ teaspoons baking soda
¼ teaspoon nutmeg
½ teaspoon cinnamon
3 cups apples, peeled and chopped
1 cup nuts
½ cup dates, chopped
½ cup Angel Flake coconut
Buttermilk Glaze:
1 cup sugar
½ teaspoon baking soda
1 stick (½ cup) margarine
½ cup buttermilk
1 tablespoon corn syrup

Instructions
Heat oven to 325 degrees.
Combine sugar, oil, eggs, salt, vanilla and
lemon juice in a bowl and beat well. Add the
flour, baking soda, nutmeg and cinnamon,
and beat. Add the fruit, nuts, dates and
coconut and stir well.
Pour into a 10-inch stem (angel food) or
Bundt pan, and bake for 1 ½ hours.
Combine the glaze ingredients in a saucepan.
Bring to a boil and cook for 3 minutes.
Pour the glaze over the hot cake before
removing the cake from the pan.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Farm Country

Stay safe during this harvest season
During the fall harvest season, countless
hours are spent in combines, tractors, trucks
and other equipment by farmers and workers,
who will be transporting large equipment on
our roads and highways.
Some workers may be young, new or
inexperienced, so it’s always a good suggestion to
go over safety considerations with all workers to
teach or reinforce the importance of safety on the
farm.
Agriculture ranks among the nation’s most
hazardous industries. Farmers are at very high risk
for fatal and nonfatal injuries. And farming is one
of the few industries in which family members, who often share the work and
live on the farm, are also at risk.
This time of year poses the highest risk of injury for farmers who experience
fatigue and stress, under pressure to spend as much time as they can in the
fields.
Injuries actually increase by 50 percent during harvest. Not only are hours
long and the workload heavy, but farmers also have to deal with equipment
breakdowns and weather-related issues. Staying safe during harvest is
challenging. Contact with machinery presents the biggest risk for both injuries
and fatalities, but there are ways to avoid them and stay sharp. Consider these
tips:
• Inspect all machinery before beginning and have repair
tools at the ready.
• Eat balanced meals.
• Stay hydrated to maintain awareness.
• Keep your phone on you, not on a dashboard.
• Keep SMV emblems and other markings maintained,
and clean of dirt and mud, so they can be seen.

A midyear survey of the market conducted by the Illinois Society of
Professional Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers (ISPFMRA) found
land prices so far this year in the state slipped by a range of 3.3 to 7
percent.
A third straight year of weaker farm sector profitability keeps the
pressure on farmland values, according to a recent survey.
The correction continues to occur as a direct result of lower commodity
prices, high input costs and weaker farm sector profitability.
USDA projects net farm cash income will fall for a third straight year
in 2016 by 13.3 percent from 2015. If realized, net farm income this year
will be the lowest since 2009.
ISPFMRA survey respondents estimate land prices in the state so far
this year averaged $11,100 per acre for excellent land, $9,400 for good,
$7,600 for average and $5,800 for fair land. ■

According to Robert Aherin,
Ph.D., University of Illinois
Extension safety specialist, sleep
deprivation is a big problem,
especially during harvest.
“If you are sleep deprived,” he
said, “you are not mentally alert,
and tend to make more mistakes.”
If you’re really tired, there’s no
reason you can’t shut down for
a few minutes and take a nap. A
20-minute break with a short nap
can really help improve alertness. A
short walk every hour might do the
same.
Aherin also advises farmers
traveling narrow, winding or hilly
roads between fields to consider
using escort vehicles, especially if
the equipment is obstructing the
second lane on a two-lane road.
Using good, common safety sense
on the road and in the field will
keep everyone safer during
harvest. ■

Source: FarmWeek

Source: FarmWeek

Farmland values lower
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• Replace faded reflectors. They
fade faster if stored outdoors
and constantly exposed to
sunlight.
• Make sure everyone operating
equipment is well trained.
• Keep extra riders off
equipment.
• Get a good night’s sleep to be as
rested as possible.

Connections

Farm Country

New autonomous tractor introduced
No farmer, no cab, what kind of
tractor is this anyway?
Case IH unveiled its new
autonomous tractor concept at
the Farm Progress Show. The
autonomous concept vehicle was
created combining the latest in
tractor engineering with the newest
technology in development.
The tractor has no cab, no seat for a
farmer to sit on, nor a steering wheel.
So how does it work? By remote, of
course.
“We’ve developed this technology
for the Magnum tractor,” explained
Case IH global product marketing
manager Rob Zemenchik after the
vehicle’s unveiling. “But in fact, it can
be appropriate for any vehicle that we
have on the lot, whether it’s a sprayer
or a combine, this technology is very
portable. You still run it remotely;
anywhere you want. You monitor and
supervise the vehicle on a tablet or
mobile device or in your office on a
desktop. You’re alerted if anything
of concern pops up, meanwhile it can
go about the tasks pre-planned in the
field for you.”

Case IH unveiled its autonomous
concept vehicle at the Farm Progress
Show in Boone, Iowa earlier this
month.
The vehicle was built in the United
States, and company videos of actual

production work were filmed in
Kentucky. As a concept, though, the
vehicle will not be found soon in
a dealership, and there’s no price
tag yet. ■
Sources: Case IH, FarmWeek

Director petitions accepted for Southern District
Farm Bureau will be accepting petitions from farmers in the Southern
District who are interested in serving on the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Board of Directors. Petitions are available on Nov. 1 and are due back to the
Farm Bureau by Dec. 1.
Voting “M” farmer members who reside in the Southern District may obtain
a petition and get signatures of support. The Southern District includes the
townships of Shabbona, Clinton, Squaw Grove, Paw Paw, Victor, Somonauk
and Sandwich.
Petitions require 10 signatures from voting members residing in these
townships. No more than five signatures can be from current board members.
Director terms are for three years.
For more information and to acquire a petition please visit the Farm Bureau
office. ■

Texas farmers experience northern hospitality

Texas farmers and ranchers met with DeKalb County farmer Tracy Jones during a visit to northern Illinois.

A group of 11 Texans
toured DeKalb County farms
and agribusinesses in August
as part of the Texas Farm
Bureau’s AgLead program.
The two-year AgLead
program takes farmers
and ranchers ages 25-40
throughout the United States
and abroad to learn about
diversified agricultural
operations. While staying in
DeKalb County the group
toured the Farm Bureau,
Whiskey Acres, CHS Elburn
Co-op, and Tracy Jones’
farm. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Farm & Food

Are GMOs

YES.
The National Academies
of Sciences, Engineering, and

SAFE
Over

900
20+

Medicine 2016 report reaffirms

studies and
publications
were
examined

scientists, researchers and
agricultural and industry experts

over a 2 year period

reviewed animal studies, allergenicity
testing, North American and
European health data, and more

SAFE
SAF
E.
Based on

20+

No substantiated evidence of a difference in
risks to human health between current
commercially available genetically engineered
[GMO] crops and conventionally bred crops.

years of data since GMO
crops were introduced
Full report available at http://nas-sites.org/ge-crops/

14

Connections

Farm & Food

WHAT ARE GMOS?
Biotechnology in plant agriculture has come to
mean the process of intentionally making a copy of
a gene for a desired trait from one plant or organism
and using it in another plant. The result is a GMO
(genetically modified organism).

WHY DO FARMERS
USE GMOS?
Farmers choose seeds based on what is best for their
farms, market demand and local growing environments.
Farmers select GMOs to reduce yield loss or crop damage
from weeds, diseases, and insects, as well as from extreme
weather conditions, such as drought. Farmers choose to
use GMOs to reduce the impact of agriculture on their
environment and their costs – by applying pesticides in
more targeted ways, for example. Farmers have also used
genetic modification to save a crop – such as papaya from
Hawaii – that was being threatened by a disease.

THERE ARE CURRENTLY NINE CROPS COMMERCIALLY
AVAILABLE FROM GMO SEEDS IN THE US:

www.gmoanswers.com
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Terry and Sherrie Martin are teachers
and so much more.
By profession they are educators, but their irrefutable talents and
genuine interests go far beyond their teaching careers as writers,
history preservationists, nature enthusiasts, and philanthropists.
The Martins also share a passion for the farm country where they
reside, just one mile north of where Sherrie grew up on her family’s
farm in rural Waterman. A path connects the farms and keeps
memories close to heart for Sherrie and her farming past.
“Mom and Dad worked hard and farmed side-by-side raising
pigs, beef cattle, chickens and crops,” recalls Sherrie. When I was
younger, I helped by collecting eggs and raking hay.”
Once Sherrie and Terry were married they settled into a familyHaving a special appreciation for nature, Terry and
owned farmhouse on Minnegan Road. Sherrie appreciated the close
Sherrie Martin enjoy prairie plantings and their own prairie
proximity to her parents, Archie and Bev. On a regular basis they
restoration plot on their rural Waterman farmstead.
would go back and forth on the dirt path between farmsteads. Even
though her parents are deceased, Sherrie still has many fond memories of them
Sherrie was one of the major writers
just as others do remembering Archie’s
and researchers for the “Rural School
friendly wave from his pickup truck and
Journeys” book featuring one-room
Bev’s delicious, homecooked meals.
country schools. She and Terry also
Sherrie and Terry are both graduates
wrote the education chapter for the
of Northern Illinois University. Sherrie
“Acres of Change” DeKalb County
earned a bachelor’s degree in elementary
history book.
education while Terry earned a bachelor’s
Now retired, the Martins have
degree in education and a master’s degree
maintained a sense of philanthropy
in biology.
in the community. They have used
Terry taught for two years at Geneva
some of the proceeds from authoring
High School and then was hired to
college manuals to fund program
be the biology instructor at the newly
enhancements for a new Health Careers
opened Kishwaukee College in 1968. He
Wing at Kishwaukee College and also
spent the next 40 years at Kishwaukee
have established scholarship funds for
College instructing human anatomy and
students. Most recently, the Martins
physiology and biology classes.
gave a legacy gift to the DeKalb
“My goal was to make classes fun and
County Farm Bureau Foundation
interesting for my students,” said Terry.
for Agriculture and another gift
Sherrie Martin is fond of her farming
“Teaching was rewarding. It was some
memorializing Sherrie’s parents.
past. Here she is shown at two years
of
the
best
years
of
my
life,
being
in
the
Terry currently serves on the Farm
of age helping her father, Archie
classroom.”
Tuntland, feed the hogs.
Bureau Foundation for Agriculture
Sherrie agrees, having taught at
Board. “We have been long-time
Waterman Elementary for 25 years. As a third grade teacher, she incorporated
Farm Bureau members and are among
school field trips to prairie restoration sites and assigned students a variety of
the farming community,” said Terry.
projects as she promoted hands-on learning.
“We’ve always been fond of the Farm
Beyond the classroom, the Martins have a flair for writing. Years ago Terry
Bureau and its notoriety. It just seemed
was approached by McGraw-Hill Education to author college lab manuals. In
natural that we give to the Foundation
the last 25 years he has written several manuals for McGraw-Hill for anatomy
for Agriculture.” ■
and physiology courses. Their son, Ross, an art teacher, provided drawings for
some of the manuals.
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You’ll find fresh, delicious apples, and all sizes and varieties of
pumpkins, along with other produce and fall ornamentals at local
farm stands and orchards this fall. Here’s a list of Farm Bureau
members who are included in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Farm
Products Directory.

Honey Hill Orchard

Kathy Bock
11747 Waterman Rd., Waterman
815-264-3337
www.honeyhillorchard.com
Apples, honey, raspberries, pumpkins, squash,
Indian corn, apple cider, apple pies, cider
donuts, caramel apples. Open daily 9 a.m.
- 5:30 p.m. thru Oct. 31. Wagon rides, farm
petting zoo, children’s straw bale maze.

Johnson’s Pumpkin Stand & Corn Maze
Dean & Charlene Johnson
1765 W. State St., Sycamore
815-895-3752
www.johnsonspumpkinsandmaze.com
Pumpkins, gourds, squash, corn stalks, broom
corn, Indian corn, straw bales, bittersweet.
Open daily 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. thru Oct. 31.
Corn mazes.

Jonamac Orchard

Gerald, Mary Lynn, Kevin & Denice McArtor
19412 Shabbona Rd., Malta
815-825-2158
www.jonamacorchard.com
Apples, pumpkins, apple cider, apple
pies, cider donuts, caramel apples, fall
ornamentals. Open daily 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. to
Nov. 2, open Weds.-Sun. 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Nov.
5 - 26. Apple train, farm petting zoo, corn
maze, children’s maze & playland.

Larson’s Family Farm

Steve & Rhonda Larson
4404 Somonauk Rd., Sandwich
815-786-2249
www.larsonfamilyfarm.com
Pumpkins. Open weekends only in October,
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Last day of pumpkin season,
Oct. 27. Special events – October, hay ride
farm tours and hay ride with bonfire, by
reservation. Weekend hay rides 1 - 4 p.m.

Phillips Family Farm

Bruce & Lally Phillips
17735 Chicago Rd., Big Rock
815-786-7522
Pumpkins. Open daily 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. thru
Oct. 31.

Theis Farm

Barbara Pondelick
6N953 County Line Rd., Maple Park
815-757-1090
www.theisfarmmarket.com
Asparagus, tomatoes, sweet corn, beans,
melons, strawberries, raspberries, peppers
and much more. Items change weekly.
Pumpkins and squash and more during fall
months.
Open thru Oct. 31, Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m.
- 6 p.m., Sundays 10 a.m. -5 p.m.

You Pick Berries

Christine Ewald
30683 Lanan Rd., Kingston
815-784-2541
www.upberries.com
Raspberries, blueberries, blackberries. Open
thru Oct. 20, everyday 8 a.m. - sunset. Self
serve/honor system.

Wackerlin Farm

Eric & Tina Wackerlin
16645 Lasher Rd., Hinckley
815-739-8794
Fall farm stand located at corner of Rt. 23 &
Rt. 30, Waterman. Pumpkins, gourds, squash,
broom corn, Indian corn, mums, straw bales.
Open Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m. – 6 p.m., Sat. & Sun.
9 a.m. – 6 p.m. thru Oct. 31.

Wessels Family Farm

Rob Wessels
7015 Minnegan Rd., Waterman
815-751-1780
Farm stand located at Route 23, DeKalb
(Former Mike Mooney lot). Pumpkins, apples,
gourds, mums, assorted vegetables & fruits,
corn stalks, straw bales. Open daily 10 a.m. 6 p.m. thru Oct. 31.

Yaeger’s Farm Market

Mark Yaeger
14643 State Rt. 38, DeKalb
815-756-6005
www.yaegerfarmmarket.com
Pumpkins, gourds, squash, apples, assorted
fruits & vegetables, mums, perennials,
corn stalks, Indian corn, straw bales. Open
Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m. - 5
p.m. thru Oct. 31. Hayrides, harvest playland,
corn maze.

For additional information go to www.
dekalbfarmbureau.org and under
“Publications” click on the Farm Products
Directory. Farm Bureau members who
would like to be added to the directory
listing should contact the Farm Bureau
office, 815-756-6361.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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This year’s corn maze at
Jonamac Orchard pays
tribute to farmers.
Wind your way through the twists
and turns of this 10-acre corn field
and you will be amazed at just how
much fun it is! Jonamac Orchard’s
corn maze in rural Malta is one of
the areas fall attractions and agrientertainment venues.

Olivia Willrett, Kevin McArtor

and Jeff Newkirk walk through
The 2016 corn maze takes Culver’s “Thank
the Jonamac corn maze.
You Farmers” campaign to a whole new level in
this collaborative effort of the orchard, the FFA
organization and the restaurant. The larger-than-life
sized message of gratitude can best be seen from above (see photo next page)
but best experienced on the ground.

Partnering with Culver’s & FFA
Jonamac Orchard owner Kevin McArtor came up with the corn maze design
after a friend had encouraged him to consider partnering with Culver’s in the
development of this year’s corn maze. “It was a chance for us to thank farmers
and work with local FFA chapters as well as a local restaurant,” said Kevin. ►

Maze Designs through the years

2000
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2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

Jonamac Orchard
Corn Maze
Friday & Saturday (thru Sept. 30)
10 a.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Sunday
(thru Sept. 25)
10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Friday-Sunday
(Oct. 2- Oct. 30)
10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
The 2016 “Thank You Farmers” corn maze.

Haunted Corn Maze

Kevin contacted Culver’s corporate office and submitted a design to them
for their consideration. The design included the “Thank You Farmers”
message, plus the Culver’s name, the FFA emblem, along with the trademark
Jonamac Orchard name. After a few emails between Kevin and Culver’s, this
year’s corn maze design was approved.
Jonamac Orchard is one of 19 “Thank You Farmers” corn mazes in 19
states which have Culver’s restaurants. They were selected as the one and
only maze in Illinois.
DeKalb Culver’s owner Jeff Newkirk is pleased that the Jonamac maze
(5 miles from his restaurant) was chosen to represent Illinois. “We have had
such positive feedback from this campaign. It’s a good relationship between
Culver’s, farmers and the FFA,” said Newkirk.
Olivia Willrett, DeKalb FFA president, concurs. “It’s a great way to teach
others about agriculture and FFA (through the maze).”
Olivia, who farms nearby with her family, plans to share farming messages
at the orchard’s upcoming “Thank You Farmers” weekend. She and her
fellow DeKalb FFA members will be participating in a Touch-A-Tractor Day
at the orchard on Saturday, Sept. 24 and the Sycamore FFA will take their
turn on Sunday, Sept. 25.
“We’ve wanted to work with the local FFA chapters and now with the maze
we are able to show our support for FFA and their efforts with ag education,”
said Jenna Spychal, Kevin’s niece and the orchard marketing manager.

2006

2007

2008

Friday & Saturday
(Sept. 30-Oct. 29)
7-10:30 p.m.
Sunday
(Oct. 16)
7-9:30 p.m.
Apple orchard store open
until Nov. 23.

Jenna contacted the National FFA
organization to get their permission
to allow the use of the FFA emblem
in the corn maze. She then reached
out to the local chapters for their
involvement with a new Touch-ATractor Day at the orchard. ►

2009

2010
DeKalb County Farm Bureau

19

17 Years of Corn Mazes
This year marks the 17th year for
corn mazes at Jonamac Orchard. In
2000, Kevin came up with his first
design, a little apple, carved out of
a 5-acre corn field. Once he figured
out the design he contracted with
Brett Herbst, of The MAIZE in
Orem, Utah, a professional computer
designer who created a grid and
mapping system for Kevin to use in
the development of the maze.
Kevin has been working with Brett
ever since for assistance in refining
the maze design. “Each year we
decide on the design and what we
want in the maze. Once I get the grid
map from Brett we plant and cut out
the maze and hopefully it will look
like it’s supposed to,” said Kevin.
After the first year, the maze
was moved from the south side
to the north side of the orchard. It
was expanded to 10 acres and now
includes three miles of pathways,
two bridges and a haunted area.
Through the years, some of the
maze designs have included the
DEKALB seed corn winged ear,
DeKalb High School Barbs, Northern

Kevin McArtor rakes a pathway in their 10-acre corn maze.

Illinois University, the state of Illinois, Johnny Appleseed, and special
commemorative years like 150 Years of Malta and 30 Years of Jonamac
Orchard (see all the designs on pages 18-20).

Creating the Corn Maze
Making a corn maze is more complex than you would think. Kevin’s father,
Jerry, planted DEKALB seed corn (DKC 61-54 Refuge In a Bag) in the
10-acre field after Mother’s Day.
When the plants grew to be four inches tall Kevin used his grid maps to
determine which plants would be removed to form the designs in the maze.
He has a marking system and uses a herbicide to kill the unwanted corn.
Kevin gets help from his college sons, Max and Jake, who are home for
the summer and assist their father with the design development. They keep
checking their grid maps to make sure they get the design right. All told, it
takes a weekend to form the designs in the corn maze.
“If we find we are off in our design we then have to transplant corn and
correct our mess ups,” said Kevin. He hires local photographer Roger Kyler
to take aerial photos of the corn maze and is relieved that most have looked
pretty good. ►

Maze Designs through the years, continued

2011
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2012

2013

2014

2015

“Each year we decide on the design and what we want in the
maze. Once I get the grid map we plant and cut out the maze
and hopefully it will look like it’s supposed to.”
Kevin McArtor

In September, the Jonamac crew prepares the maze for its grand
opening on Labor Day weekend. Kevin, Jenna and her husband Mike, and
employees go through the maze and cutback leaves that are in the way
of each path and then rake the pathways. Next they place waypoint signs
throughout which help to direct people.
The corn maze offers a scavenger hunt for those up for a challenge with
apple signs and a map to help maze goers along. At one of the apple signs
there is a Mr. Corn Man Selfie where people can take selfies and post them
on Instagram or Facebook.
A portion of the maze is haunted for some extra fun and includes a
zombie containment area, a chain link maze, an old school bus, a pallet
maze and costumed actors to add more fright to the haunted maze on
weekends in October.
The corn maze is a nice attraction at Jonamac Orchard. Thousands visit
the maze during the harvest season. Other attractions include the animal
barn, apple train, jumping pillow, play areas and musical entertainment on
some weekends.
But Kevin says the apples that they grow and sell are the main business
for the orchard. They have 14,000 apple trees on their 105-acre property,
located south of Malta. They sell a variety of items to complement the
apples such as regular cider and hard cider, donuts, pies, caramel apples,
and apple wine.
Kevin and his wife, Denice, live at the orchard in a barn converted into
a house. Both Kevin and Denice work at the orchard and also maintain
full-time jobs at Resource Bank.

Jenna Spychal posts one of the signs
directing people out of the maze.

Jonamac Orchard is a family business,
now 32 years old. Owners are Kevin
and Denice, and Jerry and Mary Lynn
McArtor. Jenna and Mike Spychal are
the third generation to be involved in the
family business. ■
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Member Benefits

Defensive Driving Course for seniors
A Defensive Driving Course is being offered to persons 55 years and over on
Wednesday, Oct. 12 and Thursday, Oct. 13 at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
The two-day course is being sponsored by DeKalb County Farm Bureau, DeKalb
County COUNTRY Financial® agency and Representative Bob Pritchard.
The course runs from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Building. Participants must attend both sessions in order to be certified and also receive
a discount on their automobile insurance.
The class will be presented by accredited instructor Doug Sommer, also a member of
the National Safety Council.
There is a $20 per person fee to participate. Fee includes course materials, lunch and
certification. To register, contact the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361.
Those 55 and over who complete the two-day
class will receive a certificate which can be
taken to their insurance agent for a discount
on their automobile insurance. COUNTRY
Financial offers a discount to those seniors who
complete this course*.
*This describes one of the discounts available
for an auto insurance policy issued by COUNTRY
Mutual Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Preferred
Insurance Company® or COUNTRY Casualty Insurance
Company®, Bloomington, IL, and is not a contract or
statement of coverage. Rates may vary by state. For a
complete description of all coverages, options, exclusions
and limitations, please refer to the policy. ■

Doug Sommer, Defensive Driving
instructor, will offer safe driving techniques
for seniors, Oct. 12-13.

2016 Plat Books
now available
The 2016 DeKalb County Land
Atlas and Plat Book is now available
from the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
This newest edition, published by
Rockford Map Publishers, is available
for purchase for $25 (members) or
$50 (non-members) from the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau office.
The new plat book accurately
displays parcel boundaries, acreage
data, roadways, waterways, railways,
section lines, municipal boundaries,
recreational areas, and includes an
index to landowners. An aerial map
lies opposite each township parcel
map, and is very useful in providing a
quick gauge to the use of a particular
parcel.
Plat books are a great reference tool
for landowners and business owners.
For more information contact the
Farm Bureau office. ■
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Farm Bureau calendars are here
Stop by the Farm Bureau office and pick up a free 2017 DeKalb County
Farm Bureau wall calendar.
Choose between a calendar which features an assortment of “Barns” or
the “Tractor” calendar showcasing several vintage tractors, while supplies
last.
Farm Bureau members are limited to one calendar per membership. ■

Thank You, Farm Bureau Members!
For renewing your membership
and investment in Farm Bureau.

Family Health

Be Breast
Aware
From KishHealth System, part of
Northwestern Medicine

Knowing what’s normal can help
protect you from breast cancer.
When breast cancer is found at the
earliest stages, the survival rate is
close to 100 percent. One of the best
ways to ensure breast cancer is found
early is to be familiar with your own
breasts.
“Any changes should be reported
to a healthcare provider,” says
Oncology Certified Nurse and
Nurse Navigator Jodi Diehl with
KishHealth System Cancer Center,
part of Northwestern Medicine.
“Anything that seems different could
indicate a problem. Examples are
finding a lump, dimpling, change
in the texture of the tissue, or
unexplained itching.”

The American Cancer Society
recommends screening mammograms
every year for women between the
ages of 45 and 54 and every other
year for women age 55 or older. If
you are between the ages of 40 and
44, or older than 55, talk with your
physician about the benefits and risks
of screening mammograms.

Mammograms
Close to Home
To schedule a mammogram,
please call:
Kishwaukee Hospital, DeKalb
815-748-2975
Valley West Hospital, Sandwich
815-786-3794
KishHealth System Physician
Group DeKalb, Sycamore
815-758-8671
KishHealth System offers free
mammograms for women who
qualify. For more information,
please call 815-756-1521, ext.
153738.

Men, Pay Attention

Dr. Robert A. Bayer

Dr. Alan Wan

Welcome, Dr. Bayer and Dr. Wan

Robert A. Bayer, MD, hematologist and oncologist with Northwestern
Medicine Regional Physician Group, is now treating patients at
KishHealth System Cancer Center, DeKalb. Alan Wan, DO, hematologist
and oncologist, has also joined the KishHealth System Cancer Center
and is treating patients in DeKalb and Rochelle. To schedule an
appointment with Dr. Bayer or Dr. Wan, please call 815-756-5255.

Men have breast tissue, and they
can also get breast cancer. If you
have a strong family history of
breast cancer (in men or women),
talk with your physician about your
risk. If you find a lump, call your
physician immediately as it could a
sign of trouble.
For more information about the
KishHealth System Cancer Center,
please visit kishcancercare.org. ■
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Trips & Programs

Christmas Concert at Sanfilippo Estate
Join Farm Bureau for a fine lunch
and Christmas concert at the
magnificent Sanfilippo Estate on
Tuesday, Dec. 13.
Farm Bureau has reserved seating
for an elegant lunch in the beautiful
Carousel Pavilion followed by a
holiday concert in the Sanfilippo
residence. The concert will feature
organist Dave Wickerham on the
mighty Sanfilippo Wurlitzer Theater
Organ. Then see the antique music
machines throughout the estate
located in Barrington.
Reservations will be accepted
beginning Monday, Oct. 3 in
conjunction with the Prime Timers
luncheon. After the luncheon,

reservations will be taken at the Farm Bureau office. The cost of this day tour is
$107 for members, $117 for guests. ■

Drift Away performs for Prime Timers

The Drift Away Band featuring Brien
Prenevost and Kevin Miller will perform
Oct. 3 at Farm Bureau.

Kevin Miller and Brien Prenevost return to Farm Bureau Prime Timers for a
musical performance on Monday, Oct. 3.
Miller and Prenevost have been entertaining audiences since their first sock
hop in the sixth grade. Both are founding members of The Hometown Band, a
Chicago area band, and make up the dynamic duo for the Drift Away Band.
They perform a wide variety of popular rock oldies, jazz, and country music.
From Jimmy Buffet to Bob Seger, to Jason Mraz and Michael Buble, they
perform in an acoustical style unlike anything you’ve ever heard.
Farm Bureau members 55+ years are welcome to attend the Prime Timers
program and luncheon which precedes the program. Lunch is served at noon
and the program gets underway at 1 p.m.
Lunch fee is $7, payable in advance by Sept. 27 at the Farm Bureau office. ■

Life on the Mississippi River by John Lynn

A slide show of a 2,300-mile canoe down the Mississippi River will be featured on Monday,
Nov. 7 at Farm Bureau.
Adventure photographer John Lynn will tell tales, both short and tall, and show photographs,
of his canoe trip down the entire length of the Mississippi. Lynn is a writer, humorist, traveler
and educator from Peoria. He has hiked, biked and canoed enough historic and scenic trails,
roads and rivers in North America and Britain to circle the globe.
See Lynn’s slides at the November Prime Timers program. His program begins at 1 p.m.
in the Farm Bureau theater on Nov. 7. Prior to the program, lunch is served at 12-noon in the
Farm Bureau auditorium. Lunch fee is $7, payable in advance by Nov. 1.
John Lynn will present “Life
For more information and to register for the luncheon, contact the Farm Bureau office. ■

24

Connections

on the Mississippi” on Nov.
7 at Farm Bureau.

Share Your Snaps
Share Your Snaps is a themed,
seasonal photo competition that
allows you to snap, share and
send your favorite photos to the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
These photos will be posted on our
Facebook page weekly. The photo
that has the most “likes” will be
published in the following Connections
magazine.
This season’s theme is:

Fall

The last day of this contest is Nov.
1st. Watch for the winning photo in
the November issue of Connections
magazine!

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Photo Contest

Here is what you need to do...
1. Photo contest is open to local, amateur photographers.
2. Take photographs that capture the season! Examples include
falling leaves, harvest, pumpkins, back-to-school activities, fall
landscapes and more.
3. Make sure your camera or Smartphone is set to the highest
resolution for quality and your photo is sent at its original size. The
submitted photo must be the photographer’s original work.
4. Email your pictures to aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org with a
brief description of the photo and the story behind it.
5. Log on to Facebook and follow the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
page at www.facebook.com/DeKalbCountyFarmBureau.
6. Watch for your pictures to be posted on the Facebook page.
7. Click “like” on the photo you enjoy most, and share it with family
and friends.

Contestants agree that the final judgment as to all matters of the contest and interpretation of contest rules are at the sole discretion of
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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State legislators earn FB ratings
Four legislators earn Farm
Bureau’s top honor.
Illinois Farm Bureau recently
released the voting records of state
legislators for the 2016 session. The
ratings are based on how legislators
voted on certain bills in accordance
with Farm Bureau’s position on those
bills.
Legislators serving DeKalb
County earned the following
ratings:

State Senators

Tim Bivins, R-Dixon
45th District – 96%
Dave Syverson, R-Rockford
35th District –70%

State Representatives

Tom Demmer, R-Dixon
90th District – 91%
Bob Pritchard, R-Hinckley
70th District – 97%
Rep. Pritchard had the highest
ranking among legislators
representing the DeKalb County
area. With a 97% rating, he sided

Tim Bivins - 96%

Dave Syverson - 70%

with Farm Bureau on all but one
bill – House Bill 6287 on egg lot
consolidation.
Rep. Demmer voted with Farm
Bureau on all but two bills – HB
6287 egg lot consolidation and HB
4501 local government consolidation
– that were taken into consideration
for the rankings to receive the 91%
rating.
Sen. Bivins differed with Farm
Bureau on two bills – HB 6287 egg
lot consolidation and Senate Bill
3130 seed library – in receiving his
96% ranking.
Sen. Syverson sided with Farm

Tom Demmer - 91%

Bob Pritchard - 97%

Bureau on several bills, but differed
with Illinois Farm Bureau on HB 218
decriminalizing cannabis possession,
HB 6287 egg lot consolidation, SB
2228 decriminalizing cannabis, SB
2237 telecommunication right-a-way,
and SB 3130 seed library to earn a
70% rating.
Illinois Farm Bureau assigns
variable weights to each of the bills
reflecting the overall importance
of the issue to Illinois agriculture.
Voting records are compiled and
used by the Activator Committee to
determine “Friends of Agriculture.”
All four legislators earned the
“Friends of Agriculture” designation
by Farm Bureau. To receive this
honor a legislator must have at
least a 60% voting recording with
Farm Bureau and be selected by the
Activator Committee to receive this
designation. ■

Voter’s Guide

Rep. Bob Pritchard, R-Hinckley, earned Illinois Farm Bureau’s “Friend of Agriculture”
award. Here, he is presented the award by DeKalb County Farm Bureau President Mark
Tuttle. Pritchard received this honor for his 2016 voting record and siding with Farm
Bureau on several bills. This is the sixth time Pritchard has been eligible and earned this
honor during his 13 years as a state representative.
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The DeKalb County Farm
Bureau Voters Guide is coming
to your mailbox in October.
Farm Bureau members will
receive this Voters Guide
featuring contested races of
candidates serving DeKalb
County and a specimen ballot.
Watch for it soon!
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Ag Literacy

An

a Day
Pluck an apple, shine it on your jeans and bite down for the
2nd Annual Great Apple Crunch Day Oct. 13.
Illinois Ag in the Classroom and the Illinois Farm to School Network have
teamed up once again to get local apples in school cafeterias throughout Illinois.
Last year over 90,000 Illinois students were served an apple on the Great Apple
Crunch Day to encourage healthy eating and support locally grown foods.
Illinois Ag in the Classroom and the DeKalb County Farm Bureau are offering
educational resources such as Great Apple Crunch posters and Apple Ag Mags.
Apple AgriLearning kits are always available to check out from the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau and include apple books, lesson plans, crafts, and more! ■

Contact Rhodora Collins at rcollins@
dekalbfarmbureau.org to receive your
free Great Apple Crunch Day poster and
related materials.

This apple life cycle lesson, found within the Apple AgriLearning Kit, could complement
Great Apple Crunch Day activities.

Recommended resources about agriculture
“The Apple Orchard Riddle”
by Margaret McNamara

Reading Level: ages 4-8
Hardcover: 40 pages
Publisher: Schwartz & Wade (2013)

ISBN-13: 978-0375847448

When Tara’s elementary class
visits an apple orchard her teacher
challenges students to show
him “a little red house with no
windows and no door, but with a
star inside.” During the tour, the
students learn how the apples are
picked, how they are stored, how
they are washed and made into
cider, and how they are peeled
for pies and cakes. They see an
apple storage barn and a tractor,
and they all try apple cider and
apple donuts. But by the end of the
28
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trip, the class still hasn’t solved their
teacher’s riddle.
“The Apple Orchard Riddle” will
intrigue and engage children. By
introducing the riddle of the little
red house at the beginning, author
Margaret McNamara ensures readers
will try to solve it along with the
children in the story. Along the way,
both the characters and readers learn
many facts about apples and orchards.
Readers may also see themselves
reflected in the various characters,
like Elinor, who always has the
answers, Robert, who is tall, and
Jeremy, who is eager. But it’s dreamy,
contemplative Tara—whom her
classmates sometimes tease because
she does things so slowly—who will
solve the riddle just before her class
boards the bus to go back to school.

“The Apple Orchard Riddle” was
donated to school libraries in DeKalb
County in 2015. It is also available
from online retailers like Amazon
or by ordering through your favorite
bookstore. ■

Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

Six things I want my toddler to know about agriculture
She’s only 3½ years old. But my daughter is at the “why” stage and actively
soaking up any and all information we have the patience to share with her. This,
coupled with my job in ag literacy, prompted me to think about what I want her
to know about agriculture at this age.
So here goes. Here are six things I want my child to learn about food and
farming while she’s still young, and how I will explain each (if I haven’t
already).
1. Food doesn’t come from the grocery store. It comes from farms. I’ve
explained to Naya that before food gets to the grocery store, farmers grow or
raise it on farms. Then some things—like bread, applesauce, and bacon—go to
processing plants to be made into the foods we eat. They are then shipped to the
grocery store where we buy them.
2. Farms are places where plants are grown or animals are raised for our
food. It doesn’t make sense to say food comes from farms and not explain what
a farm is. We also point out farms as we travel and talk about what might be
grown or raised at each one.
3. Farmers are the people who raise our food. I want my child to know
that farmers are essential to our lives. Why? Because without them we would
all have to grow our own food. Most of us don’t have the time, knowledge, or
space to produce everything we eat.
4. The fields around us aren’t
just scenery; they are our food. I
I want my child to know that farmers
often call my daughter’s attention
are essential to our lives. Why?
to the beauty around us. Our rural
Because without them we would all
landscape of corn and soybeans is
peaceful, open, and pretty. It’s also
have to grow our own food. Most of
where some of our food comes
us don’t have the time, knowledge, or
from. I will explain to her that the
space to produce everything we eat.
plants growing in farmers’ fields
are called crops.
5. Animals that farmers raise for food are called livestock. They are not
pets. I want Naya to understand that pets and livestock serve different purposes.
Pets like our two dogs are meant to be our companions, and livestock provide
us with food. However, just because farm animals aren’t pets doesn’t mean
humans don’t have a responsibility to keep them safe, healthy, and comfortable.
Farmers provide their animals with special food, special places to live, and
even special doctors—called veterinarians—just like we do for our pets. As the
right moments arise, we will help her understand that everything living, people
included, relies on other living things to survive. (One such moment recently
presented itself when she caught a fish which hours later appeared as a fried
filet on a plate. “Daddy,” she questioned, “where’d his head go?”)

Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordinator.
Follow her Stray Kernels blog at www.
straykernels.wordpress.com.

6. Chocolate milk doesn’t come
from brown cows. I don’t know
why adults persist in saying this.
Some must think it’s funny, and
a few apparently think it’s true.
Either way, if you tell a little kid that
chocolate milk comes from brown
cows and don’t quickly explain that
you’re just being silly, they will
believe you. Unless they live on a
dairy farm or someone has already
told them otherwise, they don’t know
any better. I want my daughter to
know better. She doesn’t yet seem
interested in chocolate milk, but
when she is, we will explain that all
cows give white milk, and humans
add the chocolate later on.
As Naya continues to grow and
ask “Why?” the information we can
share with her will obviously become
more complex and in-depth. But this
seems like a good place to start.
What do YOU think a preschooler
should know about agriculture? ■
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2016 SANDWICH FAIR

Winning recipe of the Beef Cookoff Contest
Crockpot Shredded Beef Sandwiches
Donna Van Evercooren, Aurora

3 lb. Beef Roast
(chuck or pot roast)
1 stick butter
1 pkg. ranch dressing
1 pkg. onion soup mix
1 pkg. au jus
2 Tbsp. shredded pepperoncini or
6 whole pepperoncini peppers
Olive oil
Potato buns
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Brown roast in olive oil, remove from
skillet and place in crockpot. Sprinkle
ranch, onion and au jus mixes over the
roast. Place the whole stick of butter on
top of the roast. Add the pepperoncini
peppers. Cover and cook on low 8 ½
hours or high for 6 hours. Shred in the
crockpot. Place in or on the bun/bread
of your choice. Serve with mozzarella
cheese. Add Giardiniera and raw onions
for extra flavors.

Scenes from the
129th Sandwich Fair
Sept. 7-11, 2016

COUNTRY
Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Meet Steve Klopfenstein
Financial Representative in Shabbona
Steve Klopfenstein of COUNTRY
Financial® is a representative of the
DeKalb-Kendall-Ogle Agency. Steve
began his career with COUNTRY
Financial in April of 2000 and is
representing clients in Shabbona.
Steve is originally from Waterman
and moved to Shabbona in the
mid-1980s where he and his wife Sue
of 20 years have raised their family.

“I enjoy helping
people,” said Steve, as
the reason he came to
Steve Klopfenstein
work with COUNTRY
Financial. “Making
Shabbona. Here they can provide
sure clients have the
customers with a wide variety of
financial resources when they are
insurance and financial products
having a bad day has made me
and services.
proud to be a COUNTRY Financial
Contact their office at 815-824Representative. Being there in times
2920. Meeting with clients and
of need and times of
celebration makes this a
continuing the relationships Steve
has created over the past 16 years
rewarding career.”
“Making sure clients have the financial
are the highlights of his day.
Outside of the office,
resources when they are having a bad
Steve has devoted
About the COUNTRY
day has made me proud to be a COUNTRY
the past 20 years to
Financial® group
Financial Representative. Being there in
flying. He is currently
The COUNTRY Financial
times of need and times of celebration
a member of the EAA
group www.countryfinancial.
makes this a rewarding career.”
Chapter at the DeKalb
com serves about one million
Airport and current
households and businesses
chairperson of the Young
throughout the United States and
Eagles Program. The Young Eagles
Together they have a son and
offers a full range of financial
Program offers free flights for kids
a daughter, one is a mortgage
products and services from auto,
ranging from eight to seventeen.
processor and the other is a nurse.
home, business, farm and life
Their family has also been blessed
Steve and his wife Sue, who
insurance to retirement planning
works with him, have recently
with three beautiful granddaughters
services, investment management
moved their office to a new location
that keep them busy.
and annuities. ■
at 203 East Comanche Avenue,

www.countryfinancial.com
815-824-2920
0816-250
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At this year’s Corn Fest all ages enjoyed the AGtivities
featuring corn, a combine, tractor, and so much more.
The farm fun was provided by farmers affiliated with the
DeKalb County Corn and Soybean Growers and other local
farm groups, Aug. 26-28 in downtown DeKalb. Thousands
were engaged in the farm fun activities.
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October is
Co-op Month
Ace Hardware. The Associated
Press. Ocean Spray. Prairie Farms.
Your local credit union.
Did you know these businesses
all have something in common
with Conserv FS? Yes, they are all
cooperatives!
Conserv FS is joining with
30,000 other cooperatives
nationwide in October to celebrate
National Cooperative Month,
which recognizes the many ways
cooperatives help to build stronger
communities and a stronger
economy.
Conserv FS is an agricultural
cooperative, locally owned and
controlled by our members – those
who use our products and services.
Cooperatives are found in every
sector of the economy, but we
all follow the seven cooperative
principles:
1. Voluntary and Open
Membership: Anyone can
become a member of a cooperative
if they use the cooperative’s
products and services and meet
any other requirements set forth by
the board of directors.
2. Democratic Member
Control: Cooperatives are
managed by a local board of
directors, who are elected from
among the membership on a
regular basis.
3. Members’ Economic
Participation: Members
contribute capital on an equitable
basis to the cooperative, and
receive patronage back when the
cooperative is profitable.

Being part of a cooperative means being part of something special.
4. Autonomy and Independence:
Each cooperative is locally
controlled by those who use its
products and services and exists to
serve its own membership only.
5. Education, Training, and
Information: Cooperatives invest
in various training for employees,
members, and directors to ensure
they are up-to-date on the best ways
to serve their membership and their
communities.
6. Cooperation Among
Cooperatives: Cooperatives work
together on items of mutual benefit
when in the best interest of all
members involved.
7. Concern for Community:
Cooperatives support their
employees and members involved
with local community activities
through donations of time and
money.

www.conservfs.com

Did you know, Co-op Month
has been a nationally recognized
celebration since 1964, when U.S.
Secretary of Agriculture Orville
Freeman, a former Minnesota governor,
proclaimed October Co-op Month?
Yet, more than 85 years ago the first FS
cooperatives, which today make up the
GROWMARK System, were formed.
Today, the GROWMARK System
employs more than 7,000 people,
who in turn serve more than 250,000
customers. Conserv FS is affiliated
with GROWMARK, a regional
federated cooperative system based
in Bloomington, Illinois. There
are over 20 member companies
throughout Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa
and Ontario, Canada who make up the
GROWMARK System.
Conserv FS has been around since
1928, beginning a series of separate
county-based companies. Today,
Conserv FS employs nearly 200 people
throughout the year, with five locations
in DeKalb County alone. The Farm
Bureau and the FS System have worked
hand-in-hand improving our customer’s
way of life. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Center for
Agriculture News

It all flows downhill, of course

Let’s talk about water. In this part of
the country rainfall is a very common
occurrence, sometimes we say it is timely, a
little too late, more than enough, or we even
put a value on it like it was a “million dollar rain”. No matter how you look at it
we all need the rain.
The Soil and Water Conservation Districts have been working with
landowners and farmers for decades trying to help them manage what happens
when the rain reaches the ground.
One of the most important concepts of managing water is to understand
the watershed that your house, farm or community is located in. Everyone
lives in a watershed. You and everyone in your watershed are part of the
watershed community. The animals, birds, and fish are, too.
Some people have a hard time understanding what a watershed is. You could
define it as the land that water flows across or under on its way to a stream,
river, or lake. The actions you take within that watershed influence in a good or
bad way, the natural resources such as the soil, water, air, plants, and animals.
Not all watersheds are the same. I like to describe them as a bath tub, some
are bigger than others but they all have one drain. If you look at the landscape
sometimes you will see rolling hills, or it may look flat, some watersheds may
have crops growing in it, a grove of trees, or even a community of houses
with streets, each one of these elements affects how the watershed (bath tub)
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functions. Proper watershed
planning can help keep the drain
at the bottom of the tub clean and
free from pollutants.
The Soil and Water Conservation
District is activity working in this
community along with the Natural
Resources Conservation Service
to assist landowners in proper
planning and prescribing Best
Management Practices to protect
our natural resources.
DeKalb County now has
a website with watershed
information and it is located at
www.dekalbcountywatershedsil.org. You can also contact
Dean Johnson, DeKalb County
Watershed Coordinator at the
DeKalb County SWCD office. The
office number is 815-756-3234 ext.
9488 or email at Dean.Johnson@
il.nacdnet.net. ■

Baileys win Superior Young Producer Awards
Bailey Hunt and Bailey Martenson know their hogs. They won
the swine division of the Superior Young Producer contest at the
Illinois State Fair.
The Superior Young Producer Award program rewards 4-H and
FFA members with scholarships who excel in their knowledge of
the livestock industry in five specific species, including beef, dairy,
horse, sheep, and swine. The contests are held during the Illinois
State Fair Junior Livestock Shows.
Five winners were selected in
the swine division of the contest.
This is a three phase competition
challenging the young people’s
knowledge of swine production. The five overall winners each
receive a $1,000 college scholarship. They are Bailey Hunt,
Sycamore, DeKalb County; Bailey Martenson, Shabbona, DeKalb
County; Bryce Bedeker, Verona, Grundy County; Bailey Sigrist,
Farina, Marion County; and Lexi Meurer, Ashton, Lee County. ■

Bailey Hunt

Bailey Martenson

New USDA commitments to build up next generation of farmers
USDA prioritized $5.6 billion over
the next two years within USDA
programs and services that serve
new and beginning farmers and
ranchers. A new, tailored web tool
was designed to connect burgeoning
farm entrepreneurs with programs
and resources available to help them
get started.
The new web tool is available at
www.usda.gov/newfarmers. The
site was designed based on feedback
from new and beginning farmers and
ranchers around the country, who
cited unfamiliarity with programs and
resources as a challenge to starting
and expanding their operations.

The site features advice and guidance on everything a new
farm business owner needs to know, from writing a business
plan, to obtaining a loan to grow their business, to filing taxes
as a new small business owner. By answering a series of questions about their
operation, farmers can use the site’s Discovery Tool to build a personalized
set of recommendations of USDA programs and services that may meet their
needs.
Using the new web tool and other outreach activities, and operating within
its existing resources, USDA has set a new goal of increasing beginning
farmer and rancher participation by an additional 6.6 percent across key USDA
programs, which were established or strengthened by the 2014 Farm Bill, for a
total investment value of approximately $5.6 billion.
Programs were targeted for expanded outreach and commitment based
on their impact on expanding opportunity for new and beginning farmers
and ranchers, including starting or expanding an operation, developing new
markets, supporting more effective farming and conservation practices, and
having access to relevant training and education opportunities. ■
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Farm to Table Dinner benefits AITC
Enjoy a delicious dinner featuring foods grown from local farmers at a
Farm to Table Dinner on Saturday, Oct. 29 in DeKalb at 4 p.m.
Chef Rudy Galindo will prepare a four-course dinner at the Kishwaukee Country Club
with wine pairings using local ingredients from growers.
Chef Rudy has extensive culinary experience having worked for the Lettuce Entertain
You restaurants and as head chef at University Plaza at Northern Illinois University. He
currently is the Food Service Administrator at NIU.
“Being a resident of DeKalb County I want to showcase locally grown foods in this
food to table dinner,” he said. “And in doing so, I want to give back to the community.”
The Farm to Table Dinner is open to the public. Tickets are $60 each.
All proceeds from the dinner will be donated to the Ag in the Classroom program of
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. The Ag in the Classroom program is the local source
for food and farming-related materials, resources and programs for students and teachers
throughout DeKalb County.
Chef Rudy is accepting food donations from local growers. ■
Chef Rudy Galindo

Sycamore Pumpkin Fest selects
Orion Samuelson as Grand Marshall
The Sycamore Pumpkin Festival
and Orion Samuelson have
something in common.
This is the 55th year for the
Sycamore Pumpkin Festival which is
about the same number of years that
Orion Samuelson has been a farm
broadcaster at WGN radio.

Orion Samuelson
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Samuelson told pumpkin festival
organizers that his career mirrors the
festival in years. He’s proud of his
longevity with Chicago’s WGN radio
serving as the longest broadcaster
there and holds the title of the longest
broadcaster on the air in the country.
Jerry Malmassari, Pumpkin
Festival chairman, says he’s honored
to have Orion serve as Grand
Marshall of this year’s parade. The
parade will be held Sunday, Oct. 30
beginning at 1 p.m. About an hour
ahead of the parade, Orion will sell
and autograph his book, “You Can’t
Dream Big Enough.”
This year’s theme for the Pumpkin
Festival is “Parade of Pumpkins”,
a theme submitted by first grade
student, Camryn Knox, from
North Grove School. The parade
will feature about 135 entries and
typically lasts about 2 ½ hours in
downtown Sycamore.
Pumpkins will be checked in on
Wednesday, Oct. 26 by the Lion’s
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Club and will be on display for a full
week, on the courthouse lawn. The
opening ceremony takes place on
Wednesday at 5 p.m. with the cake
cutting. Honored that evening will be
the Friend of the Festival – Hyvee,
and the Grand Marshall – Orion
Samuelson.
Saturday, Oct. 29 entertainment
features a steel band and a BMX
demonstration, plus fireworks in
the Sycamore Park. Other activities
include a 10K race, food booths,
craft shows, and a carnival.
For more information contact Jerry
Malmassari, 815-761-3766. ■

Do you know how
valuable you are?

We do.
Your family knows too. If something happened to you, would they be able to
stay in their house, keep up with bills, and would your kids have money for
college? Protect the ones you love by insuring their most valuable asset – you!
Give me a call today.
Phil Hasz

Curtis Burket

Katy Fillipp

David Gingerich

Dan Howes

Steve Klopfenstein

Kathy Martin

Dean Miller

Chris Patterson

Craig Popp

Mike Shipley

Gavin Wilson

815-756-8026
815-784-6688
815-786-6584
815-756-9536

815-786-2209
815-756-9536

815-748-7064
815-756-9536

815-895-2014

815-824-2920
815-756-9536

815-748-7064

Auto, home and business insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Preferred Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Casualty Insurance
Company®. Life insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Life Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Investors Life Assurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.
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