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Cultivating Young Leaders
Leadership is the lifeblood of any organization. Fostering prospective leaders is 

an ongoing challenge to seek out and inspire others to be involved for the future of 
any business or organization.

Involvement may be as simple as volunteering at events or socially interacting 
with others that share a common interest. But in the end, the true hope is to motivate 
those individuals wanting to share their talents for the common good and develop 
leaders that are willing to serve on boards and provide guidance for the benefit of 
future generations.

That’s why in March, Farm Bureau offered young agricultural leaders throughout 
DeKalb County an opportunity to network and share ideas. It was a way to explore 
what Farm Bureau can do for our younger members, but more importantly an 
evening to unite like-minds and develop a connection with the future of agriculture. 

As an organization we must tap the minds of our young leaders to cultivate a 
future which will keep Farm Bureau strong.  

So if you are between the ages of 18 to 35 and want to be a part of the Young 
Leaders, please join our DeKalb County Farm Bureau Young Leaders Facebook 
page or email Anna Schelkopf at aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org. Farm Bureau 
welcomes your involvement! ■

Mark Tuttle is a 4th generation farmer 
from Somonauk and president of the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President
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Calendar
May
May 1 

Advances in Cancer Treatments 
By Dr. Sabet Siddiqui 

Prime Timers Program 
12-Noon 

$7, Register by April 25

May 4 
Give DeKalb County 

www.givedekalbcounty.org

May 12 
Barnacopia Tour 

Polo, IL 
$70 members, $80 guests

May 20 
Household Hazardous  

Waste Collection 
Farm Bureau Parking Lot 

9 a.m. - Noon

May 29 
Memorial Day 

Farm Bureau Office closed

June
June 3 

Paint Collection 
DeKalb County Health Dept. 
Annie Glidden Rd., DeKalb 

9 a.m. - Noon

June 5 
“Glidden’s Impact on Agriculture” 

By Robert Glover 
Prime Timers Program 

12-Noon 
$7, Register by May 30

June 12-16 
Summer Ag Institute for Teachers

Meetings are held at the Center for 
Agriculture unless otherwise noted.  
For most meeting reservations contact  
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office,  
815-756-6361.

Follow us!

 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

 Send magazine comments to:
 connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s website:
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org

On Prairie Drive
   Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Find the corn kernel 
and win!

Let’s see if you can find the corn 
kernel (resembling the one above) in 
this month’s issue of our magazine 
and be eligible to win a prize. 

Email your answer to 
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org 
or call us, 815-756-6361, by May 12 
for your chance to win. 

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact 
description of the location of the 
kernel on that page. You will also 
need to include your name, address 
and phone number in the email.

Correct answers will be put into 
a drawing and one winner will be 
drawn to receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the kernel 
contest was Linda Heatley of 
Sycamore. The kernel was hidden on 
page 13 in the recipe book. ■

Technology on the Farm
Today’s young farmers have different skillsets than 

their fathers or grandfathers. I’m sure the same was said 
years ago by previous generations of farmers. They were 
hard-working farmers, but didn’t have access to the farm 
technology that our generation enjoys today.

But here’s the thing. Our generation was first 
introduced to farm technology using GIS, GPS, auto 
steer, with a display monitor or two in our tractors to 

view and record data. The new wave of technology was great but required a learning curve 
for our generation of farmers and the real key was managing all of the field data. 

Now bring on the next generation of farmers. They grew up with computers, iPads, 
smartphones. They thrive on technology – RTK, VRT, ISOBUS, to name a few. They relish 
the thought of their farmer dad purchasing ag electronics to drive precision technology for 
planting, spraying, fertilization and harvest operations and being more efficient.

In a survey of young farmers conducted by Millennium Research, most said the biggest 
difference between them and their farming dads was “technology.”  Of course it is! I got 
this same response when I met with the three young people featured in this issue. They 
exuded an element of excitement as they talked about today’s farm technology. One of the 
young men indicated he would soon be getting his own drone and “could hardly wait.”

Technology is bringing young people back to the farm. It’s one of the appeals to the next 
generation of farmers. And, that’s a good thing. ■

http://www.givedekalbcounty.org/
http://facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
http://instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
http://twitter.com/DCFBureau
http://pinterest.com/dekalbcounty
mailto:connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
http://www.dekalbfarmbureau.org/
mailto:connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
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It’s Spring Planting Season!

Farmers are busy planting corn and soybeans throughout the county.   
The planting season typically runs from April through May. 

Nearly 68% of farmland will be planted with field corn. 
About 32% will be planted with soybeans. These are the county’s 
top crops which are currently being planted on thousands of acres.

The rest of the farmland will have crops such as  
wheat, hay, oats, and specialty crops.

DeKalb County’s crops provide economic value to our local  
communities as well as food, fiber and fuel.
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Blossoms & Blooms
Local greenhouse ready for spring plant sales

Derby Line Greenhouse is one 
of the best kept secrets in rural 
Genoa. The Gerlts like it that 
way because they can give 
special attention to their repeat 
customers and fulfill their plant 
needs.

But don’t let that stop you from 
dropping in and making some plant 
purchases. Three greenhouses, 
located on the Gerlt farmstead, are 
filled with a fine variety of annuals, 
perennials, vegetables and herbs. 

The greenhouses, located on Derby 
Line Road east of Genoa, are open to 
the public from now until Memorial 
Day. 

Derby Line Greenhouse  
in its 25th Year

Cathy Gerlt traded her desk job in 
town to work on the family’s farm.  
She regularly helped her husband, 
Joel, harvest their corn and soybean 
crops, but wanted something more.

Having a green thumb and a love 
for the great outdoors and gardening, 
she took horticulture classes at 
Kishwaukee College, which led 
to starting her own greenhouse 
business. 

A local carpenter friend helped 
Joel construct their first greenhouse 

in 1992. Soon Cathy realized she needed more space for her flowers so another 
greenhouse, measuring 30 x 96 feet, was built a few years later. The third 
greenhouse was erected in 1996.

“I’ve always had flowers on the farm,” said Cathy. “I have lots of beds and 
plenty of space for them.” But now she has three greenhouses full of flowers and 
other plants.

Cathy works alongside her daughter Jenny Payton on a daily basis. Starting in 
February they plant seeds and plugs, then divide and transplant the seedlings into 
individual containers, fertilize plants, and keep them watered. They also arrange 
plants into an assortment of planters.

Cathy says the best part of their greenhouse business is “working with family.” 
Husband, Joel, fills containers with potting soil and regulates the temperature 
within the greenhouse structures. Grandchildren also assist occasionally. “We all 
get along, and watching the grandkids grow up here is nice.”

The Gerlts aim for the end of April for all of their plants to be sale ready. With 
experience, Cathy has learned the planting and germination cycle of each plant. 
She keeps track on her greenhouse calendar.

Their sales approach is quite unique – they don’t advertise. “The first year 
we put a hay wagon out front with a sign to let people know we had flowers for 
sale,” said Cathy. They sold out. Since then, their advertising is “by word of 
mouth” and it works! ►

Jenny Payton and Cathy Gerlt work side-by-side at Derby Line Greenhouse located on the 
Gerlt farmstead east of Genoa. Cathy says the best part of the business is “working with 
family.”



What a Seed Needs
Cathy Gerlt says to grow a seed in their greenhouse it takes:
1. Natural Light. The greenhouse relies on sunshine. Gloomy days 

aren’t conducive to plant growth.
2. Heat. Warm temperatures are needed to germinate seeds. It takes about 

two days to germinate seeds, with a 70 degree temperature. Continued 
heat helps the plants mature.

3. Potting Soil. A mixture of peat moss, vermiculite and fertilizer works best 
for potting soil.

4. Water. Just enough water is 
needed to keep the soil moist  
and plants healthy.
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Flower & Plant Trends 
Cathy’s favorite flower was the 

snapdragon until a new variety 
of impatiens, the Sun Impatiens, 
took its place. “These impatiens 
can tolerate sun. They get quite 
large and are simply beautiful,” 
says Cathy.

Jenny’s favorite flower is the 
petunia, with its many color 
choices. But she also likes the 
newer laurencia with its showy 
blue flowers.

To keep current with popular 
flowers and plants, Cathy 
receives updates from growers, 
visits nurseries, and spends time 
researching new plant varieties. 
She also listens to her customers 
suggestions.

Sweet potato vines and grasses are popular and were added to their 
greenhouse mix a few years ago. Yet the age-old standbys like geraniums, 
marigolds, petunias, impatiens, and zinnias continue to be favorite choices.

One trend that Cathy has noticed is that more and more people are using 
containers for their plants instead of planting flowers in the ground.  “They 
want the instant satisfaction with planters,” she said. So to accommodate 
their customers they are selling more ready-made planters. ■

Their motto:
“We plant. We water.  

But God does the growing.”

The greenhouses are full of bedding plants 
for spring planting, including annuals and 
perennials, vegetables, grasses and herbs. 
Besides the flats of plants, the Gerlts also have 
potted containers for sale. Cathy fills one of the 
sprinkling can containers with flowers.
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AroundtheFARMby Lisa Fleming

Lisa Fleming is a farm woman 
and high school teacher from rural 
Shabbona. Her farm family raises 
corn, soybeans and beef cattle.

I know everyone says this, but 
where does the time go?  We are into 
the last month of school and already 
talking about next year. In our house, 
it’s a clear sign fall is coming! 

I know, I know, we are in the 
middle of planting and I’m talking 
harvest, but that’s how we think on 
the farm. You have to have a plan. 
Then the conversation turns to selling 
corn and soybeans and determining 
what to do with the crop this fall. 

To understand why we are talking 
about harvest during the planting 
season, you need to comprehend that 
the grain elevators or ethanol plants 
where we sell our commodities offer 
us a price for delivery of crops in 
the future. And that price fluctuates 
every day and sometimes many times 
during the day. 

I have been doing this very thing 
of farm marketing ever since I was 
a little girl, with my dad. Now when 
we have lunch together, the radio 
goes on at 11:55 so we chew quietly, 
and we don’t run the water in the 
sink so everyone can hear the crop 
reports and the commodity prices. 
We listen intently to grain markets 
every day. We pay attention to 
politics. We are aware of weather 

This past year was especially interesting 
because our son had his own crop and 
we ALL had been coaching him on when 
to sell and how much to sell. Suddenly 
we became experts overnight.

in Argentina. My farmer and I both 
grew up listening and then discussing 
what all of this meant to our farm 
and our bottom line.

This past year was especially 
interesting because our son had his 
own crop and we ALL had been 
coaching him on when to sell and 
how much to sell. Suddenly we 
became experts overnight. Needless 
to say, there is no science or special 
formula to this!

For years I thought if the weather 
forecast indicated it would be dry in 
Northern Illinois for a week in July, 
it meant that the price of corn would 
go up. Now we pay attention to the 
number of acres of corn that were 
projected in January to be planted 
in the spring and that number may 
change over to soybeans before all 

acres are planted. 
We monitor the amount 

of ethanol being produced 
and the increase or decrease 
in federal funding for that 
program. Suddenly the price 
of oil, the war in the Middle 
East, and the President’s 
actions may impact the 

price of corn. You could listen to 
the news all day and still not follow 
the movement of grain prices. It is 
confusing to say the least!  

I am the one in my family that 
wants to sell before the price 
plummets; we have others that want 
“just three more cents.”  Then the 
question becomes, if we keep the 
corn who will store the corn and 
what will that cost? And it goes on 
and on.

There is definitely a break-even 
point on grain prices, where you 
cover your crop expenses (seed, 
fertilizer, herbicide, etc.), and of 
course you want to exceed breakeven 
to be viable. Farmers use various 
marketing programs, and then 
there are professionals (commodity 
brokers, marketing analysts) that 
can help navigate the market prices. 
I think you get the idea – marketing 
crops can be tough, so I’ll just stick 
with teaching high school students 
some math.  

In class we talk about crops and 
prices, but most students don’t have 
any idea what a bushel of corn looks 
like. And yet at the end of the school 
day I know how much I make. A 
farmer has no guarantees or a regular 
pay check, so it makes life interesting 
not knowing exactly how much to 
budget each year, or how much his 
wife can spend! ■

Marketing Mayhem
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What is that?

In buildings which house beef cattle or pigs, 
manure falls through slats into storage pits 
below the structure. 

Some farms have lagoons to contain and 
treat manure. Such lagoons are lined to 
prevent seepage into the surrounding 
environment.

Manure is pumped out of pits or lagoons to 
be applied to crop fields. Because it cannot 
be applied to a growing crop, manure is 
only spread after harvest or before planting. 
Some area farmers grow winter wheat so 
they have a place to apply manure in mid-
summer when the wheat is harvested.

The high nutrient value of manure means 
it can be used to replace commercial 
fertilizers. Before manure is used, farmers 
conduct soil testing to determine the kind 
and quantity of nutrients needed. This allows 
them to use only as much manure as is 
required and balance it with commercial 
fertilizer if needed. ■

Beef cattle and hog farms produce more than meat.  
They also generate valuable natural fertilizer in the  
form of manure. 

Manure spreaders (known affectionately as “honey wagons”) are machines designed 
to haul and apply manure to fields. Most manure spreaders are pulled by tractors.

Dry Manure Spreaders are open wagons with spreading 
mechanisms attached to the rear. As they are pulled through 
the field, they scatter dry manure across the surface of the 
ground. Later, the manure is tilled into the soil.

Liquid Manure Spreaders are enclosed tanks which hold 
“slurry,” or liquid manure. The liquid manure is injected into 
the soil as a natural fertilizer.
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Butterfly Weed (Asclepias tuberosa) 
is the Perennial of the Year for 2017, an 
attractive plant for bees and butterflies.
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Growing Green in 2017
As we enter the 2017 gardening season, there will be new ideas 
and challenges to explore. From year to year, gardening trends and 
wonderful new landscape plants appear for us to learn about and 
consider using in our home gardens.

Barb Lindholm, University of Illinois Extension 
DeKalb County Master Gardener

Gardening concepts that 
are trending for 2017 include 
sustainability, regionally focused 
garden design and natural 
landscapes.

How do we achieve 
sustainability? Buying locally 
grown landscape plants, making 
adjustments for the impact of 
climate changes and using native, 
low maintenance plants will 
all help achieve a long term, 
sustainable home landscape.

Let’s take a look at the trending 
landscape plants for 2017.

The Urban Tree of the Year is 
the Chestnut Oak. This large, 
rapidly growing tree reaches a 
height of 60-70 feet. It prefers 
full sun and well drained soil. 
The Chestnut Oak has attractive 
silvery-white bark and chestnut 
shaped leaves that change to a 
combination of yellow, orange and 
brown for fall color.

The David Austin collection 
of English roses is offering two 
new varieties for rose lovers. 
Desdemona Rose is an attractive, 
fragrant, repeat blooming white 
rose with a pink center on a 4’ x 4’ 
plant. It should stand up to the hot 
humid weather in Zone 5.

The Ancient Mariner Rose is a 
shrub rose with a repeating bloom 
cycle and combines attractive 
shading of pink outer petals with 
a dark pink center. This rose also 
has a pleasing scent. It is a larger 
shrub, 5’ x 5’ and shows well at the 
back of a border or rose bed. 

Perennial Choices
The Perennial Plant Association, 

PPA, has selected native Butterfly 
Weed as their perennial of the year 
for 2017. This is not a new plant, 
but it has been receiving renewed 
attention with the increased 
interest in growing plants for our 
pollinators. This attractive plant is 
a magnet for bees and butterflies. 
When placed in a full sun location, 
Butterfly Weed will reward you 
with a beautiful, orange flower 
display. Hybrid forms of this plant 
are now becoming available in 
stunning rose and red varieties. 

New perennial varieties are 
being presented for consideration 
for our 2017 gardens. Mars 
Madness Hibiscus is a show 
stopping, hardy hibiscus. It’s 6-8” 
magenta-red blooms on 5’ x 5’ 
stems are a dramatic addition to 
any garden. 

Mission Bells Penstemon is 
unlike most of the penstemon family 
because it will tolerate denser soils. 
It blooms from spring to frost with 
deep rose clusters of blooms.

Pink Moon Allium is a 12” 
perennial treasure. Its scented, 2-3” 
clusters of pink flowers bloom 
prolifically from July through 
September. Before blooming 
begins, you can enjoy the beautiful 
chartreuse green rosette base of the 
plant. 

Annual Selections
Before closing, let’s not forget 

the annuals for 2017. Here are a 
few selections to watch for at local 
nurseries. Treasure Mountain and 
Candy Mountain Sunflowers and 
Strawberry Blonde Marigold are 
good choices for full sun locations. 
Inferno Coleus could be a dramatic 
addition to your shade bed. 

Looking forward to the 2017 
gardening season, hopefully we will 
consider combining some of our old 
favorites with new plants that will 
create balance and sustainability in 
our landscapes. Choosing the “right 
plant for the right place” has always 
been a good garden design plan.

Enjoy your 2017 gardens! ■

Photo courtesy of Bob Lindholm
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Q: What breed or brand of beef do you prefer for 
your own personal use?

A:  It’s not so much the color of the animal or 
the pedigree, but what you feed an animal 
that makes for good tasting beef.

Got a question  
for a farmer?
Submit your farm and food questions to  
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org. 
We will share questions with our local 
farmers and publish their answers  
as space allows in upcoming  
issues of Connections.

Most farmers who raise beef cattle will choose an animal to 
take to a local locker to butcher for their personal consumption. 
With families being smaller now, sometimes they prefer just 
a half-beef to last a full year. So, they will find a neighbor or 
relative to take the other half.

A steer that is shown in 4-H, FFA or fairs with livestock 
competitions can often be the only animal raised by some families.  
This makes their choice pretty simple. On larger farms with many animals, 
especially cows and calves as well as yearlings and market ready cattle, 
there are more choices to consider. Which one to take, and when? 

Accidents happen and chances are one animal will break a leg from 
falling on the ice or have a banged up hip from running into a gate too hard, 
or a cow that was giving birth couldn’t get up afterwards. These animals 
were all healthy and are perfectly fine to use for meat so the farmer will do 
his best to capture the value from these animals. 

Of course, if there is a family or business event in the future that requires 
larger amounts of beef, cattlemen will often choose a prime specimen to 
exhibit their quality product to their guests.  

When I buy feeder cattle, oftentimes I have many colors and breeds to 
choose from. The recent promotion of Black Angus Beef has made many 
consumers think that color matters when it’s really just good marketing of 
good quality beef. 

A couple weeks ago, I took a Charolois and Angus crossbred steer with 
10 other red, black and tan cattle to a cattle auction. Normally the black 
animals will bring the most because of the premium marketing system. But 
that day, my “black-nosed” Charolois topped the whole sale. The buyer of 
that animal could tell that it was going to be high choice or prime quality 
with a high yield yet it only weighed 1,520 pounds.

As cattle producers, we know that the breed of the animal is only one 
factor in how the beef from an animal will grade and eventually taste. Once 
the hide is off, the carcasses look pretty much the same for animals fed a 
similar diet of corn, corn silage, dried distillers grains, and supplement. 

In my feedlot, I raise crossbred 
steers that include genetics from 
Angus, Charolois, Hereford, 
Simmental, Limousin and Holstein 
beef cattle. And I’m a firm believer in 
the phrase, “what matters more than 
color and pedigree is how and what 
the beef are fed.” ■

Roy Plote is a sixth generation farmer from Leland. 
He farms with his brother and brother-in-law raising 
beef cattle, corn, soybeans, wheat and hay. Roy and 
his wife, Janet, have two sons, Ethan and Avery.

mailto:connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
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How does animal welfare affect sustainability?
Well cared for animals are a priority for farmers. It not only ensures 

the safety and health of animals but it also maintains a sustainable farm.
Farmers are making great strides to ensure their practices are not only 

the best for their animals’ well-being, but that they are also contributing 
to a food supply that is as safe and healthy as possible. 

This means basing practices on peer-reviewed studies as well as 
implementing generations of practical experience. Additionally, 
partnerships with veterinarians and nutritionists are critical and a key 
part of animal care on America’s farms and ranches.

Are animals slaughtered humanely?
Slaughter methods in food production can be uneasy to watch, to read 

about or even think about. However, farmers must follow the Humane 
Slaughter Act, which became law in 1958 and is enforced today by 
the USDA Food Safety and Inspection Service. This Act requires the 
proper treatment and humane handling of all food animals slaughtered 
in USDA inspected slaughter plants. 

The act requires that animals are completely sedated and insensible 
to pain before slaughter. The methods of sedation may differ depending 
on the size of the animal. To ensure farmers and ranchers are complying 
with The Humane Slaughter Act, veterinarians are assigned to routinely 
monitor specific districts for slaughter and handling procedures. 

In addition, the agriculture community is making important strides 
with new methods – like progressive slaughter plants – to ensure 
slaughter is painless. Many farmers work with Temple Grandin, animal 
welfare advocate and professor of Animal Science at Colorado State 
University, who designs livestock handling facilities that use devices to 
hold animals in comfortable, upright positions.

What do farmers do to keep 
animal waste from running 
into streams and lakes?

Raising farm animals indoors, like 
many of today’s beef cattle and pig 
farms, means farmers can capture and 
contain animal manure, much of which 
is repurposed as fertilizer.

Farmers who raise more than 1,000 
animals in one area must carefully 
plan and design manure management 
systems to protect natural resources 
including water. Manure storage 
structures can be constructed from 
concrete, metal or earthen materials. 
If earthen structures are used, they are 
generally lined with compacted clay or 
synthetic materials to ensure protection 
of ground water. 

Management of waste is much 
stricter than most municipal 
wastewater policies for humans. By 
law, farmers cannot release any waste 
into the environment. ■

Source: U.S. Farmers & Ranchers  
Alliance, www.fooddialogues.com

http://www.fooddialogues.com/
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Farm Country

New babies born during National 
Agriculture Week received special 
gift baskets filled with an assortment 
of ag-related products compliments 
of local farmers, ag groups and the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

Farm Bureau partnered with 
Kishwaukee Community Hospital and 
Valley West Hospital to commemorate 
Ag Week, March 19-25 and emphasize 
the significance of agriculture with the 
families of newborns.

The gift basket explained to families 
how important agriculture is to their 
everyday lives ─ everything they eat, 
wear and use comes from agriculture. 
In a few years their baby will 
understand the connection between 
farming, food and fiber.

Gift baskets were filled with 
products which originate on the 
farm. The basket contents included: 
baby wipes and lotion (glycerin), a 
bib (soybeans), corn snacks (corn), 
board books and ag magazines (corn 
starch, wood pulp), “onesie” (cotton), 
meat gift certificates (beef & pork), 
rice cereal (rice), ice cream gift card 
(dairy), corn-shaped teether (field 
corn), barn-shaped and tractor-shaped 
stress relievers (barns & tractors) and 
pig/cow stuffed animal (representing 
livestock).

Sycamore farmer and Cattlemen’s President Grant 
Miller (right) presented one of the Ag Week Baby 
Baskets to the Claar family of DeKalb – Martin, 
Matthew, Julie and baby Mason. Big brother 
Matthew likes the green tractor in the basket, 
among other things. All babies born during Ag 
Week received the gift basket filled with ag-related 
items from local farmers and ag organizations.

Books, Bibs & Barns for Babies
Newborns get gift baskets during National Ag Week

Sponsors of the Ag Week Baby Baskets  
DeKalb Area Pork Producers, DeKalb County  
Corn & Soybean Growers, DeKalb County Lamb 
& Wool Producers, DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s 
Association, Kishwaukee Dairy Herd Improvement 
Association and the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. ■
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Farm Country

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Board of Directors re-elected four 
farmers to lead the organization in 
2017 as officers of the Farm Bureau 
Executive Committee.

Mark Tuttle begins his sixth year as 
the organization’s president. He is the 
15th president of DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau and has served as a director for 
16 years. 

Tuttle, a Somonauk farmer, was 
“honored” to be re-elected and pledges 
to “represent agriculture and Farm 
Bureau members most effectively.”

Serving in leadership with Tuttle 
are: Vice President Berkeley Boehne, 
Shabbona; Secretary Roy Plote, 
Leland; and Treasurer Steve Drendel, 
Shabbona. 

The 17-man Farm Bureau Board 
changed the number of Executive 
Committee members from six to four 
in bylaws action at its March meeting. ■

(From left) Officers re-elected to serve on Farm Bureau’s Executive Committee are: 
Steve Drendel, treasurer; Roy Plote, secretary; Mark Tuttle, president; and Berkeley 
Boehne, vice president. 

Farm leaders serve DCFB

Planting Alert: Slow Down, Share the Road
Its spring and farmers are busy planting corn and soybeans. As you drive by farm fields 

be cognizant of farmers working and watch for farm vehicles using roads and highways. 
Be alert and slow down while traveling on roads with farm equipment. Farm equipment 

moves much slower than cars. That’s why the back of farm equipment is marked with a red 
and orange triangular SMV (slow moving vehicle) sign.

Together, let’s make it a SAFE planting season!

Office space 
available at 
Center for 
Agriculture

Professional office 
space is available at 
the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Center for 
Agriculture. The office 
space is 995 square feet. 
Currently, the office 
space is divided into 
offices, a conference 
room, storage room, 
and reception area. 
Contact Greg Millburg 
at 815-756-6361 or 
email gregmillburg@
dekalbfarmbureau.org 
for more information. ■

http://dekalbfarmbureau.org/
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Smashing Yield 
Records

Unless grain prices move sharply 
higher, crop yields in 2017 will have to 
be near record levels again in order to 
avoid a drop in earnings. Fertility costs 
will decline again in 2017 but other 
expenses are not likely to move lower. 

Farm Year in Review
Scott Newport, Farm Business Farm Management Specialist

The 2016 planting season got off to a slow start with frequent 
April rains. The weather improved in May allowing most of the 
corn and soybeans to be planted in good conditions without much 
detrimental delay. Weather conditions remained favorable for 
most of the growing season producing yields that were well above 
previous records.  

The average corn yield for DeKalb County FBFM was 225 
while the NASS-USDA average for DeKalb County was 216. 
DeKalb County soybean yields were 69 and 68 for FBFM and 
NASS-USDA averages, respectively. 

DeKalb County 
wheat yields were 107 and 94 
for FBFM and NASS-USDA 
averages, respectively. DeKalb 
County wheat yields ranked 
first among Illinois counties.

Record crop yields along 
with a post-harvest rally in 
soybean prices resulted in 
somewhat higher farm earnings 

in 2016. Labor and Management Income per operator increased to $41,868 for 
DeKalb County FBFM farms in 2016. These earnings were also impacted by 
very weak livestock returns.

Crop input costs among Northern Illinois FBFM farms declined again in 
2016 to $252 per acre. Fertility, pesticide and seed costs all declined in 2016, 
but fertility expense declined the most. 

Following record losses for 
livestock farms in 2015, earnings 
improved in 2016 but remained 
negative. Prices for pork, beef and 
milk reached record levels in 2014 
only to be followed by sharp declines 
in 2015. Livestock incomes improved 
in 2016 but not enough to escape 
modest losses. 

The increase in grain farm 
earnings in 2016 was also supported 
by declines in crop input costs, 
particularly fertility. In spite of record 
crop yields in many areas, grain prices 
remained remarkably stable in 2016. 
This reflects strength in the global 
demand for feed grains and oilseeds 
and particularly protein.  

Unless grain prices move sharply 
higher, crop yields in 2017 will have 
to be near record levels again in order 
to avoid a drop in earnings. Fertility 
costs will decline again in 2017 but 
other expenses are not likely to move 
lower. 

Because the demand for food is 
inelastic, the ironic reality is that 
farm earnings are usually higher with 
lower yields that result in higher grain 
prices. ■

DeKalb County Farm Data – 2016

 FBFM USDA
Corn ....................... 225 bu. ............... 216 bu.
Soybeans................. 69 bu. ................. 68 bu.
Wheat ..................... 107 bu. ................. 94 bu.

Ave. Farm Size .......1,306 acres
Crop Returns ..........$776/acre

Sources: DeKalb County Farm Business Farm Management (FBFM), based 
on 140,000 acres, Illinois FBFM, U.S. Department of Agriculture Ag Statistics 
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Information provided by the Joiner History Room DeKalb County Archive

Bradley Van Houten was a Civil War soldier who was  
re-interred at Fairview Park Cemetery in DeKalb from 
Hoyt Cemetery the same day the “new” mausoleum  
was dedicated Sunday, May 23, 1915.  

This celebration was front-page news in the DeKalb and 
Sycamore newspapers. The Sycamore True Republican on 
May 26, 1915 headlined, “Body of Soldier Boy Removed 
from Neglected Cemetery on Farm and Interred with 
Pomp and At Same Time New Mausoleum Is Dedicated at 
Fairview.”  

The DeKalb Daily Chronicle reported, “With rites of 
great beauty and impressiveness the remains of Bradley 
Van Houten, the young DeKalb man who gave his life to his 
country in the stirring days of the great rebellion, were laid 
to their final rest in Fairview Cemetery yesterday afternoon 
in the presence of a gathering of several thousand people 
from this city and vicinity.”  

The remains were put in a lot given by the Fairview 
Park Cemetery Association. This event brought out people 
from all over the area. Imagine 2,000 people at Fairview 
Cemetery! Van Houten was honored for his sacrifice during 
the Civil War with full military rites at his re-interment.  

On May 25, 1915, the DeKalb Commercial Club billed the DeKalb County 
Clerk for $22.10 to cover the expenses for the burial of Bradley Van Houten. 
The county gratefully covered the burial expense to honor this war hero.  
The bill consisted of:

To Harry Nelson, undertaker, for casket $10.00
To H. H. Wagner, flags, muslin & crepe for casket $ 2.10
To Floyd Shoop for disinterring body  
   and digging grave at Fairview Cemetary $10.00
Total $22.10

There was, however, no mention of a headstone in the bill. After all this 
pomp and pageantry did no one think of a headstone?

As years went by, the unmarked grave was lost to time until Bob Myers, 
a 12-year veteran of the Air Force, made a simple wooden cross with Van 
Houten’s name on it. Bob finished the cross, made of walnut and oak, the day 
before Memorial Day. He took it to the cemetery and placed it on the grave, 

along with an American flag - a long 
overdue tribute to an American hero 
who died serving his country. 

Eventually a family member in 
Rockford was located and a military 
headstone was acquired. Bradley 
Van Houten is long gone, but not 
forgotten. ■

 “Lest We Forget”
   The Bradley Van Houten Story

In tribute to Civil War 
soldier Bradley Van 
Houten, a wooden cross 
was made by Bob Myers 
and placed on the young 
soldier’s unmarked grave 
in the Fairview Cemetery. 
Eventually a military 
headstone replaced the 
wooden cross.



16     Connections

Favorite Recipes Got a favorite recipe you’d like to share with others?
We’re inviting Farm Bureau members to share a favorite original recipe or one that has been  
handed down through family generations for publication in Connections magazine. 

Guidelines:
1. Email your recipes to: connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org. Put “recipe” in the 

subject line. You may also mail or drop off your recipe at the Farm Bureau office. 
2. Be sure to include number of servings, cooking times and temperatures, detailed 

instructions for preparing the dish, and a comprehensive list of ingredients. 
3. Include your name and contact information (phone, address).
4. Provide a photograph of the food if you have one. 
5. Include a description of the dish, how the dish originated, and/or a favorite memory you associate with the recipe.
6. Farm Bureau will make selections for inclusion in upcoming magazines and contact members whose recipes are 

chosen. Recipes will be accepted for all food categories. More than one recipe may be submitted per member. ■

Ingredients
1 pound soft bread 
 (about ⅔ standard loaf)
1 cup sugar, divided
2 teaspoons ground cinnamon, divided
8 large eggs, beaten
2 cups half-and-half
1 cup strawberries, sliced
1 cup blueberries or blackberries
Maple syrup and whipped cream  
for garnish, optional

Food Favorites

Instructions
In a large bowl, combine ⅔ cup sugar, 1 teaspoon cinnamon,  
eggs and half-and-half. Whisk together until well blended.

Butter a 9x13-inch baking pan. Tear the bread into large pieces  
and place evenly into the pan. Pour the egg mixture over the top. 
Cover and refrigerate overnight.

The next morning, sprinkle remaining cinnamon and sugar evenly  
over the top of the mixture. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Bake for 
35-40 minutes or until puffy and golden.

Cut into eight squares. Top each piece  
with ½ cup berries, warm maple syrup  
and whipped cream.

Overnight French  
Toast Casserole with 
Mixed Berries
Prepare the batter for this simple french toast recipe the night 
before, and just bake the casserole in the morning before topping 
with berries, syrup and whipped cream

Makes: 6-8 servings
Prep Time: 15 minutes
Cook Time: 35-45 minutes

mailto:connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org


 DeKalb County Farm Bureau       17    

Foundation receives America’s Farmers 
Grow Communities donation

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture 
was awarded a $2,500 donation from the America’s Farmers Grow 
Communities program, sponsored by the Monsanto Fund.

Kirkland farmer Allan Aves was selected for this opportunity to direct 
the contribution to the Farm Bureau Foundation. Recently he presented 
the $2,500 check to Farm Bureau Foundation President Mark Tuttle. 
The donation will be used for Ag in the Classroom programs.

The Grow Communities program makes a positive impact in farm 
communities by partnering with farmers to 
support the causes that are important to them 
in their communities. Since the program began 
in 2010, farmers have directed more than $26 
million in donations across a broad cross-
section of local nonprofit organizations. ■

Don’t judge each day by  
the harvest you reap but  
by the Seeds That You Plant.  
                                       Robert Louis Stevenson

Allan Aves and Joan Fenstermaker were 
honored recently for their leadership on the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation 
Board of Directors. At the Foundation’s 
Annual Meeting, they were acknowledged for 
their exemplary service. 

Allan Aves was lauded for his efforts in the 
development of the Foundation during his 
Farm Bureau presidency and serving on the 
newly reorganized board for the past three 
years. Allan, a Kirkland farmer, also has 
given generously to the Foundation.

Joan Fenstermaker, Sycamore farm woman, 
has had close ties to Farm Bureau for many 
years. She has served on the Farm Bureau 
Board and has been a strong supporter and 
volunteer for Ag in the Classroom. Joan and 
her husband Tom provided the Foundation 
with an endowment to start a new Ag in the 
Classroom fund which bears their name. 

Honoring 
Foundation 
Directors

In special recognition, Allan Aves and Joan Fenstermaker were honored for their 
service on the Farm Bureau Foundation Board. Mark Tuttle, Foundation president, 
presented the retiring directors framed photographs and words of thanks and 
appreciation. 

Foundation

At the Foundation Annual Meeting, Allan and Joan participated in their 
last meeting as retiring directors. Also retiring from the board were Jo Ann 
Skabo and Berkeley Boehne, both avid supporters of the Foundation.

New Foundation Directors elected were: Jerry Bemis, Ed Cowan, 
Landon Faivre, and Melody Hall. Other directors continuing their terms on 

the board include: Jack Goodrich, 
Terry Martin, Mary Pritchard, Paul 
Schweitzer, Jim Stoddard, Mark 
Tuttle, and John Ward. ■

Kirkland farmer Allan Aves (right) presents a $2,500 
check to Foundation President Mark Tuttle from the 
America’s Farmers Grow Communities program, 
sponsored by the Monsanto Fund.



seniors in college with science-related 
majors.

The general evaluation criteria for 
all of the Farm Bureau scholarships 
include: academic performance, 
participation in school, and 
community activities. 

To apply for any of these 
scholarships visit the Farm Bureau 
website: www.dekalbfarmbureau.
org and click on “Scholarships” 
on the front page of the website. 
Download the application, fill it 
out electronically, print and mail or 
deliver to the Farm Bureau office, 
along with the necessary attachments. 
Applications cannot be submitted 
electronically. 

For additional information, contact 
the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-
6361. ■
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Scholarships

“I was fortunate to receive Farm 
Bureau college scholarships. It was 
a huge boost knowing that people 
who believed in my education as 
a senior in high school still had 
my back as a senior in college. I 
cannot thank the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau enough for helping 
me graduate with a degree in 
mechanical engineering.”
Ian Anderson, past scholarship 
recipient, is an Associate 
Maintenance Engineer for Hormel 
Foods, Rochelle.

Applications due June 16!
The DeKalb County Farm Bureau 

Foundation for Agriculture offers the 
following college scholarships – Ag 
Discipline, Baie General, Medical, 
and Morley Science scholarships.

Applications for these scholarships 
are available on the Farm Bureau 
website www.dekalbfarmbureau.
org or at the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau office. Completed 
applications are due by Friday, June 
16. 

To qualify, students or their parents 
must be members in good standing 
since Jan. 1, 2015. Those students 
applying who are 22 years or older 
must have their own Farm Bureau 
membership.
Ag Discipline Scholarship

College juniors or seniors 
enrolled in an agriculture-related 
degree program may apply for the 
Ag Discipline Scholarship. The 
scholarship is valued at $1,200.

Those college juniors who received 
the scholarship last year may reapply 
for the same scholarship for their 
senior year, providing they meet the 
program requirements.
Baie General Scholarship

For the third year, a scholarship 
will be given in memory of Arden 
and Dorothy Baie, long-time 

members of the Farm Bureau. The 
Baies shared a passion for their 
farming lifestyle and a commitment 
to higher education.

The Arden and Dorothy Baie 
Scholarship is available to college 
juniors and seniors pursuing any 
field of study. Two, $1,200 Baie 
Scholarships will be awarded to 
deserving students.
Medical Scholarship

The Medical Scholarship 
program provides funds for students 
pursuing a degree with a medical 
discipline. The $2,000 scholarship 
is available to students studying to 
become physicians, veterinarians, 
optometrists, nurses, dentists, 
physical therapists, pharmacists or 
other medical-related professions.

To be eligible, a student must 
currently be in medical school, 
accepted to a medical school or a 
four-year nursing program.
Morley Science Scholarship

The Morley Science Scholarship 
provides scholarships to students 
in science-based curriculums. The 
scholarship was established in 
memory of Robert Morley, a former 
DeKalb science teacher.

The Morley Science Scholarship 
encourages students to pursue 
science-based higher education. The 
$1,200 scholarship is for juniors and 

Apply for College Scholarships

Pork Scholarship available
The DeKalb Area Pork Producers Association will be awarding a  

$750 college scholarship to a student involved in the pork industry.
To be eligible, a student must be either a senior in high school or 

currently enrolled in college in an undergraduate degree program. They, 
or their parents, must be a member of the DeKalb Area Pork Producers 
Association for at least two years prior to applying (by April 2015). Past 
recipients are not eligible to apply. 

An application form can be downloaded from the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau website: www.dekalbfarmbureau.org (Scholarships), typed and 
printed. The application must be submitted in person or by mail to the 
Farm Bureau office.

The deadline to apply for the Pork Scholarship is May 1. ■

http://www.dekalbfarmbureau.org/
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This was not your typical night in 
college town. Twenty-five young 
adults gathered at Fatty’s Pub & 
Grille in DeKalb to network and 
socialize. These men and women all 
had a common interest in agriculture 
and passion for revitalizing Farm 
Bureau’s Young Leaders.

Last month the group of Young 
Leaders learned about the endless 
opportunities of being involved in 
Farm Bureau from Renee Deuth with 
the Illinois Farm Bureau and Andy 
Lenkaitis, District 1 Young Leader 
representative.

Young Leaders is a county, state 
and national Farm Bureau program 
for 18-35 year olds. It offers an 
opportunity to socialize, compete, 
travel, and promote agriculture, while 
forming relationships with other 
young people.

Return of 
the Young 
Leaders
Farm Bureau  
revitalizes group

Young Leaders is a great 
group to network with farm and 
agribusiness people, notes 
Young Leaders’ District 1 IFB 
representative Andy Lenkaitis. 
Andy recently talked to the newly 
formed DeKalb County group at 
Fatty’s in DeKalb.

Interested in becoming a Young Leader?
If you are between 18-35 years old and interested in getting involved with 

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Young Leaders, join the Facebook page or 
email aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org. 

The next Young Leaders event will take place in June. Watch for more 
information to come! ■

Today’s young farmers bring a new set of skills to agriculture. They are 
technology savvy and aspire to be agricultural entrepreneurs.
Some of the differences between young farmers and their dads include:
• 88% say they are more technology-oriented. 
• 66% say they are more marketing-oriented. 
• 63% say they are more business-minded. 
• 63% say they are more innovative.
The Next Generation of Farmers study, by Millennium Research, Minneapolis, 
MN, was conducted with farmers under the age of 44. 
As these young farmers embrace precision technology, 91% have auto steer and 
use yield maps, and 64% use field monitors to record and analyze crop data. 
About 36% are using drones.

Other significant findings 
are that most young farmers 
have college degrees – 57% 
with bachelor’s degrees and 
11% with master’s degrees or 
higher levels of education.
Most of the young farmers 
also had off-farm work 
experience prior to working on 
farms or along with farming. ■

The Next Generation of Farmers
Study shows young farmers embrace technology

Young Leaders

mailto:aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org
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Kurt Sanderson loves his city 
job. He works for the City of 
Sycamore as a laborer in the 
street department.

“I love my job because there’s 
something different every day,” 
says Kurt, “it’s not repetitive.” One 
day he may paint lines on the city’s 
streets and the next day he’s running 
the street sweeper. In the winter he 
plows snow.

He’s always maintaining 
“something” connected to the city’s 
streets – roads, buildings, landscape, 
sanitation, and then there’s the 
cleanup work after storms, or sewer 
backup, or just city events.

Kurt has been part of the 
maintenance crew at the city for the 
last decade. ► 

Next Generation: Young Farmers with Jobs

Kurt Sanderson 
Laborer

During the day, you may spot Kurt Sanderson driving the city truck as he works 
for the Sycamore street department.



 DeKalb County Farm Bureau       21    

Next Generation: Young Farmers with Jobs

The 27-year-old started at the street 
department when he was a senior 
at Sycamore High School, working 
afternoons and getting school credit 
through a work program. After four 
years of being part-time, he was 
hired on a full-time basis.

While Kurt likes all of his varied 
maintenance jobs, he especially 
enjoys line striping the streets. “We 
try and get the painting done first 
thing in the morning, starting at 3 
a.m.,” said Kurt, “to avoid traffic.”

Having an extraordinary work 
ethic, this young man completes an 
8-hour day with the city and then 
works after hours and on weekends 
on the family farm. He is considered 
somewhat of a maintenance man on 
the farm, too.

“Kurt can jump in any piece of 
farm equipment and go. He’s a 
good welder and can fix just about 
anything. And, he’s good with farm 
technology,” says Kurt’s father, 
Dale. Kurt helps as he can with 
both planting and harvest, but his 
particular farming specialties are 
planting cover crops and taking 
care of the cow-calf beef herd. The 
fifth generation farmer trades labor 

for pasture ground and use of 
equipment, an arrangement he has 
with his dad. 

Kurt and his cousin, Trent, are 
trying to diversify Sanderson Ag 
with small crops, seed and spraying 
businesses to allow room for them 
in the farm operation. Trent’s dad, 
Dan, farms in partnership with 
Kurt’s dad.

Like many farm families, the 
Sandersons are challenged by 
farm economics and not enough 
farmland to sustain all four 
families. So Kurt has his city job 
and Trent has his own ag-related 
business.

“It’s not easy getting started 
farming on your own,” says 
Kurt. He’s tried to cash rent some 
acreage but gets disappointed 
competing against higher bidders 
for farm ground. “I’ve always 
wanted to be a farmer but when you put the pen to the paper, it doesn’t make 
sense based on economics.”

So Kurt is content to continue to work for the City of Sycamore and farm 
when he can. “I always put my job first and farming second,” he said.  He 
appreciates the health insurance, retirement and vacation benefits he earns with 
his paycheck – especially now since he has a family – wife, Kim, and 11-month 
old daughter, Jordan. ■

His Jobs: Maintenance for the City 
of Sycamore Street Department 
and farms with his dad, Dale, at 
Sanderson Farms in rural Sycamore 
raising corn, soybeans, wheat, oats, 
cover crops and beef cattle.

His View of Agriculture: Young 
guys don’t want to lose a penny if 
it doesn’t work out farming. So we 
have our city jobs and continue to 
move forward. 

Kurt and his wife, Kim, and daughter, 
Jordan, live on a farm in rural Sycamore.

After hours, Kurt works on farm equipment and farms with his dad, Dale. Here they are 
fixing the grain drill so Kurt can get started planting cover crops. The fifth generation 
farmer also has a cow-calf herd.

“I’ve always wanted to be 
a farmer but when you put 
the pen to the paper, it 
doesn’t make sense based on 
economics.” - Kurt Sanderson
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Deanne Winterton  
Sales Rep
Deanne Winterton helps farmers by writing 
prescriptions for them. Not medical prescriptions, but 
plant prescriptions. 

It’s all part of her job at the Helena company. She does 
almost everything related to agronomics and sells farmers 
seed, fertilizer and chemicals as a sales representative.

“I like helping farmers increase their yields and make 
better decisions,” says Deanne. “My job is to help farmers 
make money and save money. My first priority is figuring 
out what is best for them.”

She meets regularly with local farmers to discuss their 
crop plans and analyze plant performance. Working for 
a full-service agribusiness, she makes recommendations 
on inputs, products, and services with the support of the 
company’s sales and agronomic team. 

“I like the agronomy side of my job,” says Deanne. “I 
scout fields and when I find problems I fix them such as 
weeds, disease, insect damage, nutrient deficiencies. I advise 
farmers to remedy the problem by finding solutions.”

Deanne’s interest in agronomy began when she was 
in high school, working with her father, Dean, on the 
family farm. Then, she rented seven acres from her 
dad and kept FFA records helping her to understand 
their grain farming business. During her senior year at 
Indian Creek High School she won the section in FFA 
grain production.

A college education was her next step as she 
attended Joliet Junior College and then earned a 
bachelor’s degree in agronomy and ag business at 
Illinois State University. 

During her college summers Deanne had an 
internship with the Hintzsche company (which was 
purchased by Helena) and then Helena. A year ago 
she was hired by Helena for a full-time position. 
Deanne, 23, is one of 11 sales representatives from the 
Hintzsche group of Helena staff. ►

Next Generation: Young Farmers with Jobs

Deanne Winterton calls on farmers as a sales representative 
with Helena. She sells farmers seed and fertilizer and makes 
recommendations to help boost plant performance. 

From her desk in Scarboro, Deanne analyzes soil and yield maps 
for farmers. “I figure out what is best for farm fields and share the 
data and information with farmers,” she says.
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As the only female sales rep in this group, Deanne 
holds her own while working with male counterparts 
and male farmers from her office in Scarboro and in 
farm visits. 

“I’ve learned a lot in this role. But it’s nice that 
farmers have us to support them. As specialists we get 
trained and have information at our fingertips. Farmers 
learn from us and count on us to make recommendations 
that will benefit them,” said Deanne.

After work from her Helena job, Deanne heads home 
to help on the farm located about five miles east in rural 
Paw Paw. She works with her dad and her fiancé Budd 
Phelps. 

“We’re a good team,” says Deanne. She fills in where 
she’s needed with field work and says she can run most 
of the equipment (except the sprayer). Probably her 
biggest role in her family’s farm is making agronomic 
recommendations, maintaining farm records and 
assisting with farm technology. 

Her Jobs: Sales Representative for 
Helena and farms with her dad, Dean, 
and fiancé Budd Phelps at Winterton 
Farms in rural Paw Paw raising corn 
and soybeans.

Her View of Agriculture: Agriculture 
is becoming more advanced and 
we’re getting so much better at what 
we are doing because of technology 
and information.

Deanne’s fiancé Budd Phelps inputs data into the farm’s GreenStar 3 monitor in 
preparation for planting this spring. Deanne and Budd work together with the farm 
technology and agronomic plan.

One of Deanne’s farm customers is her dad, Dean Winterton. 
At their farm office she reviews planting prescription maps and 
discusses precision farming. After working for Helena during the 
day, she helps her dad farm in rural Paw Paw.

“As specialists we get trained and have 
information at our fingertips. Farmers 
learn from us and count on us to make 
recommendations that will benefit them.”

- Deanne Winterton

“Farming is in my blood,” says 
the fourth generation farmer. “I 
feel like I’m doing my part feeding 
and providing for others. Working 
with the family and keeping the 
family farm tradition going is also 
rewarding.” ■
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Hayden Kuhn  
Agronomist
Each crop year is different. Just ask 
Hayden Kuhn, agronomist with Advanced 
Crop Care (ACC).

“It’s never the same. There’s always 
something different every growing season,” 
says Hayden. He’s learned that from working 
at ACC the last two years and from a decade 
of farming with his dad. 

Hayden scouts crops for area growers, 
looking for any problems which would cause 
stress to their corn and soybean plants. 

“Once the plant is growing I take stand 
counts and look for early season pests and 
other pressures like weeds or disease,” said 
Hayden. “As a junior agronomist, I record 
my findings and confer with the senior 
agronomists. Then I provide a report and 
recommendations to farmers.”

Hayden scouts fields on a weekly basis for ACC customers over a 
12-week period, from May through July. After harvest he checks yield 
data and compares hybrids. He then meets with growers to review the 
various yield and data maps. 

In the spring and in the fall, Hayden takes soil tests to check fertility 
levels and make nutrient recommendations for each farm field.

The 24-year-old embraces technology at his ACC job. He doesn’t go 
anywhere without his laptop that contains all of his agronomic data. The 
GPS system on his 4-wheeler gets him around fields more quickly and 
more precisely for soil tests. His latest device is using a DJI Phantom 4 
drone for capturing aerial images of fields. 

Hayden is also a “techie” at Kuhn Farms in rural Genoa. He gladly 
takes charge of making sure their 20/20 monitor is working along 
with auto steer as part of their precision planting and variable rate 
technology. His dad, Art, welcomes Hayden’s interest in the farm’s 
technology. ►

Next Generation: Young Farmers with Jobs

Hayden Kuhn uses his ATV, equipped with GPS technology, for scouting crops 
and taking soil samples for farm customers.

Hayden takes several samples of soil from a 
field to determine fertility requirements.
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His Jobs: Junior Agronomist with 
Advanced Crop Care and farms with his 
dad, Art, at Kuhn Farms in rural Genoa 
raising corn, soybeans, wheat and hogs.

His View of Agriculture: With everything 
getting larger, small family farmers are 
losing out. It puts pressure on farms and 
makes it hard for young farmers to get 
into farming.

“This is the progressive side of agriculture that I like,” 
says Hayden. “Technology fascinates me. It’s an area 
that I especially enjoy as part of farming.”

Hayden has always been interested in farming. “But 
my parents wanted me to go to college and then work for 
someone else. They wanted me to learn more than one 
way to do things and get some experience outside the 
farm,” said Hayden.

He earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Wisconsin-Platteville and then was hired by ACC as an 
agronomist.

The ag-related career path that he chose has been 
rewarding for Hayden. “My priority is with ACC and 
helping growers,” he said. His covers a large territory of 
farm fields in northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin.

“It’s neat to see crops grow from seedlings to mature 
plants,” Hayden said. “I have learned so much and 
continue to gain extra knowledge about field crops. You 
can see real differences in plant stands from sandy soils 
to black soils.”

The agronomist is extra busy in the spring and summer scouting fields. 
He puts in long days and works weekends too. “I’ve learned to manage 
my time and be productive when the weather is good.” When the weather 

After work and on weekends, Hayden farms with his father, Art Kuhn, on their rural 
Genoa farm. Here they get the planter ready for spring planting. 

Checking wheat field stands, Hayden scouts wheat, corn and 
soybean fields for farmers in northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin 
as an agronomist with ACC.

“It’s neat to see crops grow from seedlings 
to mature plants. I have learned so much 
and continue to gain extra knowledge 
about field crops.” - Hayden Kuhn

isn’t so good he still has to scout fields, 
even in 100 degree heat and when it’s 
rainy and the fields are muddy. 

After work, Hayden farms with 
his dad. You might see this fourth 
generation young farmer running the 
planter this spring. ■
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Prime Timers

Joseph Glidden invented barbed wire at the Glidden Homestead in 
1873. With the invention of barbed wire, Glidden made a profound 
impact on agriculture.

From the time Glidden arrived in DeKalb County, he exerted an 
influence on local agriculture. Farming hundreds of acres, he carved every 
bit of it from the prairie. Later, as an inventor, civic leader and horse 
breeder, he would continue to make an impact here.

Glidden Homestead and Historical Center Executive Director Rob 
Glover will explain Joseph Glidden’s accomplishments in advancing 
agriculture at the June 5 Prime Timers program at Farm Bureau. 

Glover will also explore the recently completed archaeological dig of 
Glidden’s 1870s brick barn which adds to the local history. 

Farm Bureau members are welcome to learn more about the Glidden 
history in a 1 p.m. program on June 5 in the Farm Bureau theater. Prior to 
the Prime Timers program, lunch is served in the auditorium at 12-noon. 
Lunch fee is $7, payable in advance by May 30. ■

The Glidden Barn was recently renovated, 
originally built in 1870, located near the 
Glidden Homestead.

Save the Date!
Prime Timers BBQ

Monday, July 10
5:30 p.m.

Entertainment by  
Those Funny Little People

Glidden greatly impacted agriculture

Barbed wire inventor Joseph 
Glidden was a farmer, horse 
breeder and civic leader. Learn 
more about Glidden at the June 
5 Prime Timers program.

The Glidden Homestead 
on Route 38 is the original 
homestead of Joseph Glidden, 
now a historical center.
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Farm Bureau has purchased a limited number of Cubs tickets for the Sunday,  
July 30 game at Miller Park in Milwaukee, Wis. The Chicago Cubs play the 
Milwaukee Brewers in a 1:10 game.

We’ve got great seats! Seats are located in Section 211, Rows 7-9. 
Cost of tickets is $80 each and includes the game ticket and motorcoach 

transportation. Motorcoach departs DeKalb County Farm Bureau at 9:30 a.m.  
and returns following the game, approximately 7 p.m.

Tickets will be sold beginning Friday, May 5 at the Farm Bureau office. You may 
stop by the office (8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.) or call the office, 815-756-6361, to purchase 

See the World Series Chicago Cubs

Hey, Hey, we’ve got 
Cubs tickets!

tickets. There will be a limit of 
four tickets per Farm Bureau 
member. Members may pay with 
cash or credit card.

Tickets will be sold on a first 
come, first served basis while 
supplies last. ■

Share Your Snaps is a themed, 
seasonal photo competition that allows 
you to snap, share and send your 
favorite photos to the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau. 

These photos will be posted on our 
Facebook page weekly. The photo that 
has the most “likes” will be published in 
the following Connections magazine.

This season’s theme is: Spring
The last day of this contest is May 15. 
Watch for the winning photo in the June  
issue of Connections magazine!

Share Your Snaps

Here is what you need to do...
1. Photo contest is open to local amateur photographers.

2. Take photographs that capture the season! Example include flowers blooming, birds 
nesting, weather changing, and more.

3. Make sure your camera or Smartphone is set to the highest resolution for quality 
and your photo is sent at its original size. The submitted photo must be the 
photographer’s original work.

4. Email your pictures to aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org  
with a brief description of the photo and the story behind it.

5. Log on to Facebook and follow the DeKalb County Farm Bureau page at  
www.facebook.com/DeKalbCountyFarmBureau.

6. Watch for your pictures to be posted on Farm Bureau’s Facebook page.

7. Click “like” on the photo you enjoy most, and share it with family and friends. ■

On May 4 the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Foundation for 
Agriculture is joining other 
nonprofit organizations to raise 
money to improve our local 
communities.  

To donate go to: www.
givedekalbcounty.org and select 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Foundation for Agriculture to 
make a donation. Any amount of 
donation is welcome.

Another option for donating on 
May 4 is to stop by the Sycamore 
Train Depot, home to the DeKalb 
County Community Foundation 
and pay by check. 

Beyond the Give DeKalb 
County one-day event, Foundation 
donations can be made anytime 
at the Farm Bureau office. For 
more information contact Mariam 
Wassmann, 815-756-6361.

Give to the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Foundation for 
Agriculture! ■

mailto:aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org
http://www.facebook.com/DeKalbCountyFarmBureau
http://givedekalbcounty.org/
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Trips

Scenery abounds in southwestern 
Wisconsin in this three-day tour of 
beautiful landscapes.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau and 
American Classic Tours present the 
Wisconsin River Wanderings Tour, June 
6-8. 

Highlights include Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
Taliesin, House on the Rock and Resort, 
Wisconsin Dells riverboat ride, and The 
Fireside Theater. 

The tour begins with a scenic 15-mile 
boat cruise of the Wisconsin River and 
Upper Dells. You will see towering 
sandstone cliffs – spectacular natural 
sculptures carved by wind, water and time 
and shaped by the history and legends of 
Native Americans, traders and river men.

Next you will arrive at the House on the 
Rock Resort for two nights inspired by 
Frank Lloyd Wright style of architecture 
building within the landscape.

A tour of Frank Lloyd Wright’s Taliesin 
in Spring Green is a popular destination 
that embodies Wright’s energy, technique 
and creative vision. Explore the house, 
grounds and gardens of this famous 
residence.

Wisconsin River Wanderings Tour

The House on the Rock offers a tour of this unique house built on a rock by 
Alex Jordan, complete with eclectic collections, including the world’s largest 
indoor carousel. 

On the last day, the group will see Back to the 50s at The Fireside Theater 
with its popular rock and roll musical show, plus enjoy its fine dining.

Cost of this Wisconsin tour is $1098 per person double occupancy, $1298 
for single occupancy. There is a $400 deposit per person at the time of 
reservation. Tour price includes two nights hotel accommodations, seven 
meals, all tours and attractions, trip insurance, taxes and gratuities, luggage 
handling, and a tour guide.

To reserve your spot on this tour contact the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-
6361. ■

All aboard the East Troy Railroad
Experience a 14-mile trip through the beautiful Wisconsin countryside 
aboard the historic East Troy Railroad this summer.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau has reserved a train car exclusively for Farm 
Bureau members for a scenic ride and lunch dining aboard the East Troy Electric 
Railroad on Friday, June 16. 

The lunch charter features a hot served meal during a leisurely ride from the  
East Troy depot to Lower Phantom Lake. Stretch your legs and get some 
photographs at Indianhead Park in Mukwonago before enjoying dessert on the 
return trip to East Troy. Docents aboard the train will share the history of the 
railroad and sites.

After the two-hour train ride, the group will travel to the Elegant Farmer bakery 
before returning home. Elegant Farmer is known for their apple pie baked in a 
paper bag!

Cost of this day trip is $80 for members, $90 for guests, and includes the 
railroad ride, train depot museum, lunch, and roundtrip motorcoach transportation. 
The motorcoach will depart from Farm Bureau at 9:30 a.m. and return by 4 p.m.

Registration for this day tour is being accepted at the Farm Bureau office. ■
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Trips

Destination Door County
Cape Cod of the Midwest

Travel with DeKalb County Farm Bureau and 
American Classic Tours to Door County, Wisconsin,  
Oct. 11-13. 

The three-day tour features a guided tour of Door 
County, a stop at Seaquist Farm orchard and Door 
Peninsula winery, the must-do fish boil, a visit to 
the Norwegian 
Bjorklunden Chapel, 
and a tour of the Door 
County Maritime 
Museum.

The group will have 
a two-night stay at the 
Stone Harbor Resort, 
a beautiful resort 
nestled on the waters 
of Door County’s 
scenic Sturgeon Bay. 

On this tour you will see all of the quaint 
areas of Door County−Sister Bay, Ephraim, 
Bailey’s Harbor, Ellison Bay, Egg Harbor, 
Gills Rock, Cave Point and Northport. 

Other highlights include unique dining 
experiences: lunch at the Lighthouse Inn 
overlooking Lake Michigan in Two Rivers, 
dinner at Nightingale Supper Club in 
Sturgeon Bay, breakfast at the popular Al 
Johnson’s Swedish Restaurant, a fish boil 
dinner at the Old Post Office in Ephraim, 
and lunch at Log Den in Egg Harbor.

Cost of the Door County tour is $998 per person double 
occupancy, $1,129 single occupancy. Tour package 
price includes all tours and attractions, motorcoach 
transportation, two-night hotel accommodations, six 
meals, taxes and gratuities, luggage handling, trip 
insurance, and an experienced tour guide.

To register, contact the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. A 
$400 deposit is due with reservation. ■

Cruising the 
Panama Canal 
Forty Farm Bureau members, 
including Cornel and Sue 
Recknor of Earlville, enjoyed 
a recent cruise through the 
Panama Canal. Port stops were 
in Aruba, Columbia, Panama, and 
Belize. The next extended tour 
being planned by Farm Bureau 
and Royal Travel & Tours is a 
European River Cruise in 2018.
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Spaces have been reserved on the AmaWaterways cruise ship, one of the 
best rated ships of the Danube. The ship will cruise from Budapest, Hungary 
to Vilshofen, Germany. Travelers will have an option to take the three-day 
land tour in Prague of the Czech Republic.

Cost of the European River Cruise package varies based on cruise ship 
rooms, from $4,116 to $5,816 per person double occupancy. Cost includes 
cruise fare, airfare, transfers in Europe, and airport shuttle. Prices valid 
through April 30.

Trip insurance available, but not included in price.

Travel on the beautiful Danube through four European countries.  
Begin your cruise in Budapest, continuing on to Bratislava and Vienna.  
Cruise through the scenic wine-growing region of the Wachau Valley,  

visit the spectacular Benedictine Abbey in Melk,  
and explore charming medieval towns.

Book now and save money!
Prices good thru April 30.

Post cruise extension 
land tour of Prague  

is an additional  
$780 per person.  

For additional 
information and to 

register, contact the 
Farm Bureau office, 

815-756-6361.
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Managing Your Farm With 
Your Best Interest In Mind.

FA R M  M A N A G E M E N T

We manage farms including grain, livestock, or any 
combination of operations to meet each owner’s needs 
and objectives, whether it be maximizing income, 
managing for appreciation, maintaining productivity  
or trust administration.

* Subject to credit approval. Property insurance may be required.

Wealth Management services are offered through First Midwest Bank. 
Most Wealth Management products are not FDIC insured. 

Contact Our Farm Managers Today:
 Scott Pumroy: 815.593.7081 
 scott.pumroy@firstmidwest.com 

 Lee Schramer: 815.593.7082
 lee.schramer@firstmidwest.com

Farm Management Services:

Farm Consultation Services

Farm Visits

Budgeting and Planning

Detailed Reporting

Land Sales and Acquisitions

Real Estate, Operating 
and Equipment Loans*

Investment and Land Trust Services 

mailto:scott.pumroy@firstmidwest.com
mailto:lee.schramer@firstmidwest.com
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Summer Ag Institute for Teachers

Ag Literacy

Do you know a current or aspiring elementary, middle school, or high 
school teacher? If so, urge them to consider our 2017 SAI — Teaching 
about Food, Farming, and the Environment.

2017 Class Schedule:
May 17, 24 & 31, 5 – 8 p.m. 

June 12-15, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

•	 Tour local farms	and	interact	with	
the	farmers	who	raise	our	food.

•	 Visit agribusinesses	and	
investigate	career	opportunities		
in	agriculture.

•	 Examine issues of food 
production	and	the	environment	
and	discuss	ways	to	explore	them	
with	students.

•	 Discuss ways to incorporate 
food & farm-related content	
while	meeting	learning	standards.

•	 Discover and develop lessons	
to	explore	agricultural	and	
environmental	topics	in	the	
classroom.	■

Share this information with a teacher  
and encourage them to participate in  
the amazing SAI experience!

Contact Rhodora Collins at rcollins@dekalbfarmbureau.org  
or 815-756-6361 for more information.  

Ask about our SAI scholarship!

                        Teachers and aspiring teachers can register now 
for our 19th annual Summer Ag Institute. Participants may earn 
three graduate (TLCI 592) or undergraduate (TLCI 492) credits, 
or 35+ professional development hours through Northern Illinois 
University. Submit the form found at http://bit.ly/2f0DH8L ASAP 
to receive registration instructions.

http://bit.ly/2f0DH8L
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Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordinator. 
Follow her Stray Kernels blog at www.
straykernels.wordpress.com. 

Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

coyotes call across the open fields. 
After lifting my head from the 
pillow to confirm that our two dogs 
are, in fact, safely in the house, I 
relax and listen until the coyote 
concert ends. While I know many 
a 4-H poultry project comes to an 
untimely end in the jaws of these 
pesky predators, I can’t help but 
enjoy their wild, brief serenade.

Open-window, dry spring 
days bring another auditory 
treat I treasure. Caused by 
neither a creature nor a weather 
phenomenon, this sound 
nevertheless seems to belong to 
the natural landscape of northern 
Illinois. It’s the sound of a distant 
tractor as it pulls a planter across 
the field. When the weather is right, 
the hum of planting continues 
through the day and into the night, 
when I fall asleep listening to the 
sound of another growing season 
beginning. ■

Sounds of spring
It has begun!
I realized recently that it’s not the sights of spring that make me happiest. It’s 

not that I don’t appreciate the bursting buds, greening grass, or dancing daffodils. 
I do. But it’s the sounds that make my heart really sing in the spring.

It’s usually a chilly, gray morning sometime in March when I first hear 
“kronk-a-REEEEE!” I’ll look around in surprise, and there he will be, high in a 
tree—a red-winged blackbird. The males migrate first, I learned as a child. They 
start staking out territories as they wait for soon-to-arrive females. If you’re 
traveling the interstate, watch the grassy roadsides and you’ll see one male here 
on a fence post, and an eighth of a mile or so later, another one there in a small 
tree. And then another, and another. Roll down the window as you pass and 
you’ll hear them informing all passers-by of their territorial boundaries. “Kronk-
a-REEEEE!”

As the mornings begin to brighten earlier, I notice a sound upon waking that’s 
difficult to hear, muffled by still-closed windows. But robins are persistent and 
loud, and their early morning voices penetrate glass. “Cheerio-cheerio-cheep-a-
cheep-cheerio…” (Later in the season, the robins and other birds will create an 
impossible-to-ignore 4 a.m. cacophony.) Robins may be the most well-known 
herald of spring in our latitude, but my bird expert friends tell me some robins 
stick around all winter, foraging for berries in wandering flocks which stay 
mostly hidden from human view.

Thunder is a spring 
sound, too. I think of it 
as mostly an evening 
and nighttime sound. It 
may seem fanciful, but 
I’m convinced I can feel 
thunder well before it can 

actually be heard. Stormy spring evenings just seem to vibrate long before they 
rumble and flash. Of course, thunder is eventually accompanied by the racket of 
rain and wind, too. And you really know it’s a doozy of a spring storm when hail 
clatters against the windows and roof.

When spring storms leave ponds in patches of woodland and edges of fields, 
another bunch of critters makes themselves heard. The first time I hear them each 
year, it stops me in my tracks in delight. “Spring peepers!” I will exclaim out 
loud, even if I am alone. (I probably look a little bit batty when I do this.) For a 
creature about as big around as a quarter, a spring peeper can make an enormous 
noise. Its call is a piercingly high-pitched “preep, preep, preep,” but I’ve almost 
never heard just one at a time. Spring peepers are a species of chorus frog, thus 
they sing in deafening gangs. Stand near a swampy spot in early April, and the 
peepers will make your eardrums throb. Move too quickly or loudly, however, 
and they all fall silent.

Later in spring, when it’s warm enough to leave a bedroom window open 
overnight, yet another animal makes its presence known. Yipping and yowling, 

The first time I hear them each year, it stops 
me in my tracks in delight. “Spring peepers!” 
I will exclaim out loud, even if I am alone. 

http://straykernels.wordpress.com/


Join us this summer for a traveling 
conversation to two family farms.
• Interact with local farmers.
• Compare organic and conventional food production.
• Ask your questions about GMOs and pesticides.
• Learn about farm animal welfare.
• Discover how technology impacts sustainability.

July 22, 2017

Candid conversations about  

farm sustainability

Trip Details
• Meet at DeKalb County Farm Bureau; 

travel via motorcoach to the farms. 
• Registration fee of $10 per person 

includes lunch on the farm.
• Morning tour departs at 8:30 a.m. and 

returns at 1:30 p.m.
• Afternoon tour departs at 11:30 a.m. 

and returns at 4:30 p.m.
• Open to ages 12 and up.

Space is limited. Reserve your seat now by calling or visiting  
DeKalb County Farm Bureau to register, 815-756-6361.
Sponsored by DeKalb County Farm Bureau in partnership with the Sanderson  
and Jones family farms and DeKalb County Convention & Visitors Bureau
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Is Spring Here Yet?
By Casey Watkins, Seed Sales Specialist

www.conservfs.com

The robins are out, tulips are 
blossoming, and fields are  
drying up. Welcome back spring!

Conserv FS work has been picking 
up faster and faster as fields are 
being prepared to plant the 2017 
crop. Wheat spring applications have 
been continuing over the past few 
weeks, and as a whole, we are seeing 
only a small amount of winter kill, 
and the nitrogen has already brought 
life back to the plants. 

Applications of dry fertilizer 
and anhydrous ammonia are going 
smoothly and safely. With a warm 
up and multiple rains, we are hoping 
for better soil saturation. We are fully 
prepared for another great spring 
planting season! 

Speaking of anhydrous and Spring 
N, we have conducted more trials 
of stabilizers in different crops as 
well as moving significant amounts 
of nitrogen stabilizers. We take 
pride that even in the toughest 
years, farmers are making the best 
decisions for soil health and nitrogen 
protection. Seed has been delivered, 
and now we are once again doing the 
great duty of planting another crop. 

Locally, we haven’t seen much 
change in acreage from corn to 

soybeans, though other areas have 
large swings. 

With continuous advancements 
and technology changes, we have 
become more efficient and faster than 
ever before. With that being said, 
farmers and the general public must 
take a moment to recognize safety. 
Driving behind a farm machine for a 
mile is the same amount of time lost 
as waiting for a stoplight, so please 
have patience and enjoy the views! 
As farmers, we must also remember 
that it only takes a moment for 
proper safety, which can avoid a 
lifetime of injury. 

Have a happy, prosperous, and 
SAFE planting season! ■

We take pride that even in the 
toughest years, farmers are 
making the best decisions for soil 
health and nitrogen protection.

http://www.conservfs.com/
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Household Hazardous Waste Collection - Sat., May 20
Local residents may bring in household hazardous waste to the DeKalb County 

Farm Bureau Parking Lot on Saturday, May 20, from 9 a.m. until noon.  
The collection is limited to the first 200 cars. 
Acceptable items collected include: oil-based paint, paint thinner, herbicides, 

insecticides, pesticides, pool chemicals, cleaning products, mercury, used oil  
(5 gal. or less), florescent lamp bulbs, lawn chemicals, solvents, antifreeze,  
hobby chemicals, aerosol paints. 

The following will not be accepted: latex paint, alkaline batteries, ammunitions, 
explosives, radioactive material, car batteries, needles, bio hazardous waste, 
tires, cylinders, trash, business waste, electronic waste, full drums of waste, DEA 
controlled meds and agricultural chemicals and oil.

The Household Hazardous Waste Collection is being sponsored by the DeKalb 
County Health Department in cooperation with DeKalb County Farm Bureau. 
Contact Michelle Gibson, 815-748-2408 with any questions. 

Paint Collection - Sat., June 3
The DeKalb County Health Department is collecting both latex and oil-based 

paints at the Health Department located on Annie Glidden Road, DeKalb, on 
Saturday, June 3 from 9 a.m. until noon. 

Paint will be accepted for a fee. Latex paint charges are: 1 quart - $2, 1 gallon 
- $3.50, 2 gallons - $5.50, 5 gallons - $10. Oil-based paint charges are: 1 quart - 
$3.20, 1 gallon - $5.60, 2 gallons - $8.80, 5 gallons - $16.

Residents and businesses are welcome to participate. Call 815-748-2408 or 
recyclemailbox@dekalbcounty.org for more information.

Recycling Programs in 
DeKalb County

Hazardous waste, paint & electronics collected for recycling

Electronics Collection - 
Monthly & Weekdays 

Local residents may bring used 
electronics for recycling to their 
communities. Any electronics 
with a plug or battery will be 
accepted, with the exception of 
smoke detectors and alkaline 
batteries made after 1995.

DeKalb – First Saturday of 
the month, public parking lot at 
Grove and South Fourth streets, 
9-11 a.m.

Sandwich – Second Saturday 
of the month, 750 Duvick Rd. 
(east of water tower), 12:30-2:30 
p.m.

Waterman – Fourth Saturday 
of even months, city lot on Rt. 
30, 9-11 a.m.

Shabbona – Fourth Saturday 
of odd months, 206 S. Blackhawk 
Rd., 9-11 a.m.

Cortland – Every weekday, 
DC Trash, 14438 E. North Ave., 8 
a.m. – 4 p.m.

DC Trash of Cortland serves 
as the county’s electronics waste 
vendor. 

There is a fee to recycle 
computer monitors - $10, 
televisions 18” or smaller - $20, 
televisions 19” or larger - $30, 
appliances with Freon - $15 
(refrigerators, air conditioners, 
dehumidifiers. All other items are 
free.

DC Trash can pick up 
electronics from your home for a 
fee. Call 815-758-7274 for more 
information. ■

mailto:recyclemailbox@dekalbcounty.org
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J&D Larson 
Family LLC

Northwestern Medicine Physical Therapy is hosting its 10th annual 5K 
run/walk event. The event is intended to be competitive while promoting 
health and fitness for the local community. The run/walk will start 
and end at Northwestern Medicine Physical Therapy. Proceeds will be 
donated to Adventure Works of DeKalb County.

Register online at kishpt5k.org or call 815.748.8900 ext. 156064.

 » $15 Northwestern Medicine Employees 

 » $20 General Public 

 » $25 Event Day Registrants

Sponsors

Saturday, May 20 » 8:00 am
Northwestern Medicine Physical Therapy, 2111 Midlands Court, Sycamore

2 0 1 7

REFRESHMENTS

STRETCHING 

MASSAGE 

RAFFLE

MUSIC

 
 

http://kishpt5k.org/
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Master Gardeners do not make house 
calls, but you are free to bring samples 
to the University of Illinois Extension 
DeKalb County office, located in the Farm 
Bureau Center for Agriculture building in Sycamore. 

Reach the Master Gardeners by calling in your question 815-758-8194  
or by stopping at the office. You may also email your question to  
uiemg-dekalb@illinois.edu. ■

Make nutrition labels work for you
Whether you are trying to lose weight, reduce sodium, or increase your 

vitamin D intake, you are probably accustomed to studying the nutrition facts 
labels on the foods you buy. Soon, however, the label will have a new look, 
as mandated by the Food and Drug Administration. 

Three nutrition experts from the University of Illinois gathered recently to 
discuss the changes.  

“Many of the changes with the new nutrition facts panel are driven by 
aesthetics and design,” says assistant professor of agricultural and consumer 
economics Brenna Ellison. She explains that larger and bolder fonts will be 
used to place greater emphasis on number of calories per serving and servings 
per container. Another big change will be the way that serving sizes are 
calculated. 

The new label will also specify the amount of added sugar, whereas current 
labels lump naturally occurring sugars together with added sugars. Arthur 
says.

New labels will roll out by July, 2018. ■

Center for  
Agriculture News

Horticulture Help Desk open
“I need help reading my seed 

catalog.“ “I’m not sure when to 
start seeds for my cool weather 
vegetables.” “How will the drought 
effect my lawn?”  

University of Illinois Extension 
DeKalb County Master Gardeners 
offer a free service answering 
garden questions such as these at the 
Horticulture Help Desk. 

The Horticulture Help Desk will 
open Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday 9 a.m. to noon now until 
the end of the month. The Help 
Desk will be open Monday through 
Friday 9 a.m. to noon starting in 
May.  

Master Gardeners research 
topics about insects, trees, shrubs, 
plants, vegetables, fruits, gardens, 
lawns, and more. Master Gardeners 
supply research-based answers to 
questions, and take time to find 
the information you need for your 
specific circumstance. 

mailto:uiemg-dekalb@illinois.edu
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MAL final loan dates approach 
The Agricultural Act of 2014 authorized 2014-2018 crop year Marketing 

Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs), with a few 
minor policy changes. 

Among the changes, farm-stored MAL collateral transferred to warehouse 
storage will retain the original loan rate, be allowed to transfer only the 
outstanding farm-stored quantity with no additional quantity allowed and will no 
longer require producers to have a paid for measurement service when moving or 
commingling loan collateral.

FSA is now accepting requests for 2016 MALs and LDPs 
for all eligible commodities after harvest. Requests for loans 
and LDP’s shall be made on or before the final availability 
date for the respective commodities. May 31 is the final loan 
availability date for corn and soybeans.

Before MAL repayments with a market loan gain or LDP disbursements can be 
made, producers must meet the requirements of actively engaged in farming, cash 
rent tenant and member contribution.

The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per individual or 
entity not to exceed $125,000 annually on certain commodities for the following 
program benefits: price loss coverage payments, agriculture risk coverage 
payments, Marketing Loan Gains (MLGs) and LDPs. These payment limitations 
do not apply to MAL loan disbursements or redemptions using commodity 
certificate exchange. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 2014 Farm 
Bill, which states that a producer whose total applicable three-year average AGI 
exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. 

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please visit the 
DeKalb USDA Service Center or FSA’s website www.fsa.usda.gov. ■

Cover crop guidelines updated
Recently the Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation 

Service (NRCS) and Risk Management Agency (RMA) worked together to 
develop consistent, simple and a flexible policy for cover crop practices.

The termination and reporting guidelines were updated for cover crops. 
Termination: The cover crop termination guidelines provide the timeline for 

terminating cover crops, are based on zones and apply to non-irrigated cropland. 
To view the zones and additional guidelines visit https://www.nrcs.usda.
gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/ and click “Cover Crop 
Termination Guidelines.” 

Reporting: The intended use of cover only will be used to report cover crops. 
This includes crops that were terminated by tillage and reported with an intended 
use code of green manure. An FSA policy change will allow cover crops to be 
hayed and grazed. Program eligibility for the cover crop that is being hayed or 
grazed will be determined by each specific program. 

If the crop reported as cover only is harvested for any use other than forage or 
grazing and is not terminated properly, then that crop will no longer be considered 
a cover crop. 

Crops reported with an intended use of cover only will not count toward the 
total cropland on the farm. In these situations a subsequent crop will be reported 
to account for all cropland on the farm. 

Cover crops include grasses, legumes, and forbs, for seasonal cover and other 
conservation purposes. 

The cover crop may be terminated by natural causes, such as frost, or 
intentionally terminated through chemical application, crimping, rolling, tillage 
or cutting. A cover crop managed and terminated according to NRCS Cover Crop 
Termination Guidelines is not considered a crop for crop insurance purposes. ■

Rain water harvesting
Rain water harvesting is always 

beneficial, whether the water is 
used to water one houseplant or an 
entire garden. 

The DeKalb County Soil and 
Water Conservation District sells 
55 gallon rain barrels that were 
made from food-grade drums the 
use to carry food products such as 
olives and pickles. These barrels 
are small enough to fit on most 
residential or commercial lots.

Although these rain barrels may 
not provide all the water needed 
to sustain your plant matter, it can 
certainly supplement your current 
watering schedule.

Contact the DeKalb County 
SWCD for more information 815-
756-3234 ext. 3 or visit our website 
at www.swcdekalbil.org. ■

Nitrate testing - Make it part 
of your strategy in 2017

The Soil and Water Conservation 
District will once again be offering 
nitrate testing of tile, stream and 
pond water this spring and summer. 
This program is designed to engage 
farmers in the nutrient and water 
quality issues facing agriculture 
by providing information on 
possible nutrient losses from their 
production operations. 

The test provides a snapshot in 
time of ambient nutrient levels in 
water collected from a tile outlet or 
surface runoff in nearby streams. 
The test results are confidential are 
a starting point for learning and for 
discussion of the practices available 
for farmers to reduce their nutrient 
losses. 

Visit the Soil and Water 
Conservation District website for 
testing dates and guidelines for 
sampling at www.swcdekalbil.org  
or call Dean Johnson at 815-756-
3234 ext. 9488. ■

https://www.nrcs.usda/
http://www.swcdekalbil.org/
http://www.swcdekalbil.org/
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Save on Raging 
Waves tickets - 
Raging Waves, Illinois’ largest 
waterpark, is known for its 17 
slides, wave pool and multiple 
kiddie areas. The waterpark’s 
newest ride, Wonambi, sends a 
four-person tube through several 
twists, turns that take your 
breath away. 

Raging Waves tickets are 
now available at the Farm 
Bureau office for $16 (one day 
admission) which is a savings of 
$15.99.

Raging Waves water park is 
located on Rt. 47 near Yorkville.  
Opening day is Saturday,  
May 27. ■

Santa’s Village - Santa’s Village offers guests a unique venue and 
perfect place for celebrating a day of play & life’s milestone events.

The newest coaster, Super Cyclone, is their tallest, longest and fastest 
coaster, reaching a top speed of 30 mph. Super Cyclone will be a thrilling 
family coaster that will be appealing and accessible to all ages.

Santa’s Village discount tickets will be available to Farm Bureau members 
starting in May. Tickets are $17.25, which is a $7 savings over the daily rate. 
These tickets are available for any day that the park is open; there are no 
blackout dates and parking is free. The park is open weekends May13-June 11, 
daily June12-August 18, and then weekends only until Oct. 29. The park will 
also be open weekends from Nov. 24-Dec. 23.

Santa’s Village is located in East Dundee, just north of I-90 at the corner of 
Rt. 25 & Rt. 72. Opening day is Saturday, May 13. ■

Big Savings on Theme/Water Parks
DeKalb County Farm Bureau members get discount tickets  

for Great America, Santa’s Village & Raging Waves

Great America - Great America will be opening an all-new 
virtual reality experience, Drop of Doom VR. Riders, using Samsung 
Gear VR powered by Oculus, will become the pilots of a futuristic 
gunship under attack by mutant spiders.

Beginning this spring, the Gurnee-based theme park will open its  
15th roller coaster, the all-new free-fly coaster, The Joker. This insanely 
twisted chaos coaster will be a massive new centerpiece in the park 
next to Batman The Ride roller coaster. Riders are lifted straight up a 
12-story, 90-degree hill; the free-fly coaster will wreak havoc as riders 
flip head-over-heels at least six times along the weightless journey. 
And don’t forget the world’s tallest, steepest and fastest wooden roller 
coaster─Goliath.

Great America discount tickets will be available to purchase at the 
Farm Bureau office beginning in May.

Tickets are $47 (one day general admission) for ages 3 and up, which 
is a savings of $24.99. Children 2 and under are free. These tickets do 
not include Hurricane Harbor, but are valid for Fright Fest. 

Opening day is Saturday, April 29. ■



Insuring your farm doesn’t 
have to be difficult
Your land is your legacy, make sure it’s covered. With an AgriPlus® policy from 
COUNTRY Financial®, we offer higher limits on the coverages most important to you. 
Talk to a local financial representative today!

0415-540HC-14092-3/8/2017

Policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL. Auto, home and business insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, 
COUNTRY Preferred Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Casualty Insurance Company®. Life insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Life Insurance Company® and COUNTRY 
Investors Life Assurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

Phil Hasz 
815-756-8026

Paul Hewerdine 
815-895-2002

Kathy Martin 
815-786-6584

Craig Popp 
815-756-9536

Curtis Burket 
815-786-2209

Dan Howes 
815-756-9536

Dean Miller 
815-748-7064

Mike Shipley 
815-756-9536

David Gingerich 
815-784-6688

Steve Klopfenstein 
815-824-2920

Chris Patterson 
815-756-9536

Gavin Wilson 
815-748-7064



DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178

Happy Spring!

Know someone who’s not a Farm Bureau member? 
Share your copy of Connections with them!


