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Connecting to You

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Crop Protection & The Farm Bill

The crops are in the ground and the growing season
is well under way. But what comes next will determine
the outcome of my farm year. Will I get the timely rains
and warm weather needed to maximize yields? Or will
I have other weather issues that impact my corn and
soybeans?
Unlike other businesses, I don’t have climatecontrolled warehouses and roofs overhead to protect
my assets. My crops are at the mercy of Mother Nature.
That’s why recent legislation in Washington pertaining to
the Farm Bill is so important to my farm.
As a person not connected to farming you may ask,
“What is the Farm Bill anyway?”
Well, the Farm Bill can be a little misleading. Keep
in mind that the total cost of the Farm Bill is only 1.68
percent of the federal budget. If you consider the portion
that goes toward farm programs such as crop insurance
and conservation practices it only accounts for .37
percent of the federal budget. And 80 percent of the
Farm Bill goes to nutrition programs like SNAP.

So what? At a time when net farm income is projected
to fall to a 12-year low and trade deals are constantly
being questioned or renegotiated, the safety net programs
provided through the Farm Bill are more important than
ever. Through the Farm Bill, I have crop insurance. It’s like
insuring the assets in that climate-controlled warehouse and
paying for a level of protection against Mother Nature. And
also protecting the source of our nation’s food security.
A new Farm Bill is in the works. We need one that will
continue to offer crop protection, which will help me sleep
better at night. ■
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On Prairie Drive

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Undeniably Dairy

I’m on my way to work, running a little
behind, on this sunny June day. My car phone
rings and I accept the call from a local farmer.
We both sound tired at the start of the
conversation. For me, my tiredness was
attributed to the night before, spending hours
grooming my gardens and staying up late to
see the end of a Cubs game. For him, it was
doing his usual hard-working routine of milking
and feeding cows, mind you, from the crack of
dawn. I ventured to guess he was probably on
his second cup of coffee as I was almost to work and ready for my first cup.
I have a deep appreciation for dairy farmers – their work ethic and the fine
care they give their cows. What I don’t appreciate is what he was telling me.
Animal rights groups are trying to bring down the dairy industry with anti-dairy
campaigns persuading people to drink plant-based milk.
Now, I empathize with those who are lactose intolerant and have milk allergies
and therefore need to make other choices. But I don’t get why people switch
because of marketing campaigns that share bad information. Wake up people
and know that milk that comes from a dairy cow has more protein, calcium and
nutrients than any other type of milk!
As our conversation continues our voices raise. We’re both concerned about
the future of dairy farming. It’s his livelihood. It was mine in my youth. We’re
both working to help others understand why real dairy products are important. He
tells me the dairy industry has a new slogan and campaign, “Undeniably Dairy.”
There’s no disputing that. Dairy cows and dairy farmers help sustain us. ■
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Find the kernel and win!
Let’s see if you can find the corn
kernel (resembling the one above) in
this month’s issue of our magazine
and be eligible to win a prize.
Email your answer to
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
or call us, 815-756-6361, by June 29
for your chance to win.
When responding, please
include the page number and exact
description of the location of the
kernel on that page. You will also
need to provide your name and
address.
Correct answers will be put into
a drawing and one winner will be
drawn to receive a $20 gift card.

Last month’s winner was Joan Benson
of DeKalb. The soybean was hidden on
page 29 on the man’s cap. ■

Calendar
JULY
July 4
Independence Day Holiday
Farm Bureau office closed
July 9
Prime Timers BBQ
“America’s Favorite Songs”
by Jim Hendricks
5:30 p.m.
$8, Register by July 3
July 20
Kane County Cougars Game
Gates open 5:30 p.m., Game at 6:30 p.m.
$15, Register by July 16
July 31-Aug. 2
Lake Michigan Summer Harvest Tour

AUGUST
Aug. 6
Little Treble Makers Choir
“Decades of Disney”
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by July 31
Aug. 20-24
Water Well Screening
For rural members
Pick up water testing kits
Return water kits Aug. 27
$85
Aug. 25
Frankie Valli Tribute
Belfry Theatre, Delavan, WI
Dinner at Lake Lawn Lodge
$100

SEPTEMBER
Sept. 3
Labor Day Holiday
Farm Bureau office closed
Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture unless
otherwise noted. For most meeting reservations contact
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361.

Follow us!
facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
twitter.com/DCFBureau
pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

Send magazine comments to:

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s website:
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org

By the
NUMBERS

100 Years of John
Deere Tractors
Although the story of John Deere begins in the 1800s,
it wasn’t until 1918 that the company purchased the
Waterloo Gasoline Engine Company and acquired the
Waterloo Boy Tractor. This marked Deere & Company’s
entry into the tractor and engine business.
The Waterloo Boy Tractor was exactly what farmers
were looking for: durable, economical, and reliable.
The tractor was advertised as, “A good tractor backed
by a permanent organization.” This original, two-cylinder
tractor was started by gasoline and operated by kerosene
to save on fuel costs.
Deere & Company sold tractors under the
Waterloo Boy name until 1923 when the
John Deere Model D was introduced.
Celebrations will be held throughout 2018
to mark the 100 year anniversary of the
tractor era. Find a list of these events
and read more about the history of John
Deere at https://bit.ly/2L5t84O.
Source: johndeerejournal.com

To celebrate the 100 year anniversary,
CONNECTIONS is featuring DeKalb County
natives that work for John Deere. Read about
their experiences on pages 20-27. ■
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Drones in Agriculture
Farmers are using
unmanned aerial vehicles
to assess plant health.
Jamie Erlenbach and Chris
Paulsen use their drones to
check the health status of
their corn and soybean fields.
It’s one of their newer crop
scouting technology tools
which provides aerial images
of their growing crops.
Unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs), better known
as drones, are gaining
popularity among farmers and
agribusinesses who find value
in assessing and rectifying
crop problems. About one
third of farmers (themselves or
through third party provider)
are using drones, according to
AgWeb/Farm Journal Pulse.
Crop field scanning for
health assessment is one of the
Licensed pilot Jamie Erlenbach flies his
most valuable uses of drones
professional drone device over his corn field
for farmers. By scanning a
in rural Waterman. Erlenbach appreciates seeing aerial plant images which may show problems
developing in his crops so he can rectify them. Erlenbach also owns Precision UAV and provides
crop using both visible and
drone services for other farmers.
near-infrared (NIR) light,
drones can identify which
plants reflect different amounts
devices for monitoring farm fields.
and indicate their health. Upon seeing
of green light and NIR light. This
They are licensed pilots who use the
these images, a farmer can remedy the
information can produce multispectral
images and data for their farms and for
problem more precisely.
images that track changes in plants
Paulsen and Erlenbach use DJI drone other farmers. ►
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Paulsen, an Agri-Gold dealer
from Clare, flies his drone over his
customers’ fields and shares crop
information with them. “My main
goal is to provide value to my farm
customers.”
Erlenbach of Waterman has
started his own company, Precision
UAV. “It’s the next step in farm
technology,” said Erlenbach, “and it
helps to be vertically integrated by
having my own business.”

33% of farmers are
using drones today.
Erlenbach sees drones as a growing
trend to “identify specific diseases
from aerial images.” He says drones
provide efficiency for farms and
maximize profits. “Instead of walking
miles and miles within a field, I can
see problems from above.”
As licensed drone pilots, the
farmers follow safety guidelines
when flying their unmanned aircraft.
They must fly below 400 feet and
keep the device within visual line
of sight. They cannot fly within
five miles of an airport without first
contacting airport authorities.
With refinements in drone

Chris Paulsen, Clare farmer, finds value in sharing crop information with his seed
customers by providing them with aerial images of their farm fields. Paulsen obtained a
107 license last year and uses his DJI drone regularly during the growing season for corn
and soybeans as a crop scouting device.

technology, including producing
3-D maps, the drone sector in
agriculture is taking off. In addition
to monitoring crops, drones are being
used for soil analysis, surveying,

planting, crop spraying, irrigation,
and livestock monitoring using
thermal images. And some farmers
just appreciate a good aerial
photograph of their farmstead! ■
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the
Deanne Frieders

Why does ag matter?
Although I grew up in Shabbona, a rural farming town, we didn’t live on a
farm. In fact, we lived in town, with many neighbors and the biggest thing I
ever drove was our lawn mower.
And even though my grandparents and several other family members
farmed, I still paid no attention to it. For whatever reason, it didn’t interest
me. In high school, when ag classes and FFA club were offered to students, I
didn’t even think for one second about signing up.
You might wonder why. If my friends were doing it, why didn’t I even
explore that option? Well, it never occurred to me that a non-farm living,
non-cattle raising kid such as myself could even do such a thing. Why didn’t
I just ask questions about it? Oh that’s right. I was a teenager and already
knew everything! (Little did I know that I was going to marry a farmer
someday.)
So when our teenage
daughter entered high
What I’ve learned from my 14-year-old
school last fall, she wanted
is this – you can learn about agriculture,
to take a class in the ag
about farming, about animals without
department and also
having to physically live on a farm. You’ll
wanted to join FFA. She
doesn’t know how to drive
appreciate more about where our food
a tractor like a lot of farm
comes from, what lifestyles are like and
kids, and we don’t raise
what hard work looks like.
livestock or animals other
than our mini-schnauzer.
So I have to admit I was a little confused by her decision, wondering what
she would possibly gain from it to apply to real life. But it was a path she
wanted to explore, and I love to support my kids, so off she went.
Well let me tell you, my apprehension was completely unfounded.
Two semesters later, I can tell you this. The transformation we’ve seen
since her exposure to agriculture teachings, technology and other offerings is
monumental. It’s more than feeding cattle or raising grain.
She’s learned more than just the “farm things.” She’s worked on
everything from leadership skills to public speaking. She’s performed
in competitions and has the opportunity to learn how to perform at a job
interview.
We’ve had countless dinnertime discussions about where our food comes
from, what products our soybeans help create (crayons, clothing, building
materials, etc.).
She’s helped to educate friends and family members when they didn’t
truly understand seed genetics.
What I’ve learned from my 14-year-old is this – you can learn about
agriculture, about farming, about animals without having to physically live
on a farm. You’ll appreciate more about where our food comes from, what
lifestyles are like and what hard work looks like.
6
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Deanne Frieders is a farm woman from
rural Waterman who raises four kids and a
dog, constantly cooks, blogs, and helps her
husband with the family grain farm.

Our future needs people who can
educate those who don’t have real
agriculture knowledge, to dispel
misnomers and bring people together.
I asked my daughter why she
enjoyed her involvement in
agriculture at school so much. After
all, she doesn’t intend to major in
agriculture. Her answer was this:
“Because what I’m learning through
agriculture is the essence of hard
work, patience, and the joy of getting
to see the end results first hand.”
That’s certainly good enough
explanation for me.
So if you happen upon a chance
to even get a glimpse into the life of
farming, I encourage you and your
family to seize that opportunity. You
may come out knowing more than
you ever expected. My daughter did,
and so did I. ■

What’s in THERE?

FARM SHOPS
You’ve heard the
old saying, “The
kitchen is the
heart of the
home.” For
farmers, the
shop may
just be the heart of
the farm. Farm shops are a
busy place on farms as they
serve many purposes.

Equipment Repair - Inside every farm shop you can find a tool
storage area, a toolbox, and a workbench. The workbench is where small
repairs are made. Near the workbench you can find the tool area. The tool
area may include tools passed down through generations. These tools
have been well-used from years of hard work. Shop tools range in size
and shape depending on
their use. Most tools are
located in a centralized area
of the shop or in moveable
tool boxes for quick access.

Gathering Place - In many farm
Machinery Storage - Many farm shops are incorporated into machine sheds,

which serve as storage for farm equipment. These large sheds are built to house farm
equipment such as tractors, semis, and combines. They may have either a concrete or
gravel floor. Most have roofs and siding made of metal. Equipment in the farm shop or
shed is often organized so that the next implement needed for field work is easiest to
access. Farmers have a talent of making everything fit perfectly into their shop.

shops you will find an old chair or two
awaiting the next visitor: the neighbor who
stops by to talk about the weather, a friend
who helps repair the planter, or the family
member who drops in to bring a meal and a
smile to their farmer. If shop walls could talk
they would have countless stories to tell! ■
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“The secret of good
gardening: Choose
always the best of
any variety you
want to grow.”
Vita Sackville-West
British garden designer
(1892-1962)

Best Phlox Varieties
These phlox received an overall rating of at least 3 1/2 stars out of 5, and had good or excellent powdery mildew resistance.
The descriptions come from the Chicago Botanic Garden study. Some may be available through mail-order only.
Candy Floss – 28 inch coral pink
Crème de Menthe – 36 inch light pink, darker eye
Delta Snow – 52 inch white, purple eye
Dunbar Creek – 50 inch white
Dusterlohe – 40 inch red purple
Fancy Feelings – 30 inch deep pink
Fondant Fancy – 25 inch bright pink

Harlequin – 31 inch magenta
Karmin Grand – 39 inch rose red
Laura – 29 inch purple, darker eye
Little Boy – 33 inch violet purple, white eye
Natural Feelings – 28 inch rosy pink and green
Norah Leigh – 34 inch pale pink, darker eye
Orange Perfection – 36 inch intense orange

Red Magic – 32 inch red purple
Red Riding Hood – 36 inch red
Robert Poore – 54 inch purple
Rosa Goliath – 51 inch lavender pink
Rowie – 26 inch, large light pink flowers
Swirly Burly – 24 inch lavender, magenta eye
Tenor – 52 inch magenta
Wendy House – 26 inch bright red purple
Photo courtesy of Janice Weber
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Janice M. Weber, University of Illinois Extension, DeKalb County Master Gardener

Phlox: What To Do About Powdery Mildew
Do you have a love-hate
relationship with your garden phlox?
The large clusters of longblooming flowers are sweetly
scented and oh-so beautiful. Their
nectar attracts butterflies, bees and
hummingbirds.
The downside is that once the heat
and high humidity of summer rolls
in, white spots can appear on the
stems, leaves and flowers. This is
the fungal disease, powdery mildew.
In years when it is severe the leaves
will wilt and fall off. It doesn’t
usually kill, but repeated infections
will weaken your plants.

If the phlox in your garden are
prone to mildew there are several
things you can do. Give your plants
plenty of sun, more space, or thin
out a fourth of the stems for better
air circulation. Remove stems when
you notice disease. Water them at
ground level instead of overhead.
When you clean up the garden
in the fall, remove the stems and
fallen leaves so the spores don’t
overwinter.
Research at Cornell University
found that a mixture of one
tablespoon of baking soda and one
teaspoon of insecticidal soap in a
gallon of water applied weekly helps
to control it.

The best alternative is to remove a
highly vulnerable phlox and replace
it with a cultivar that is disease
resistant to this area.
The Chicago Botanic Garden’s
Richard Hawke has been evaluating
phlox for many years. He looks for
plants with the best resistance to
powdery mildew, so gardeners don’t
need to use fungicides. In his trials,
plants must stand up to all kinds of
Chicago area weather and look good
with a minimum of maintenance.
They are mulched, but never
fertilized or chemically treated. The
plants he grows are commercially
available.
His most outstanding overall 5-star
performer was phlox paniculata
‘Shortwood’, a 50 inch tall plant
named by someone with a sense
of humor. It’s an old-fashioned
rosy-pink (mid-July to early Oct), an
offspring of ‘David’ another longstanding mildew-resistant phlox.
Right behind it ranked ‘Frosted
Elegance’, growing up to 40 inches
high with pale pink flowers and
darker eye (mid-July to early Oct).
Others that rated 4 stars with
excellent mildew resistance were:
‘Bartwelve’, 27 inch salmon pink
with darker eye (late-June to early
Sept), and ‘Lichtspel’, 57 inch pink
with red eye (mid-July to early Oct).
These might have to be mail-ordered.

Got a Gardening Question?
Submit your questions to: connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org. We will share
questions with University of Illinois Extension DeKalb County Master Gardeners and
publish their answers in upcoming issues of CONNECTIONS.

Noteworthy were ‘John Fanick’, 46
inch pink two-tone (late July to late
Sept), ‘Peppermint Twist”, 32 inch
unusual pink and white-striped (early
July to early Sept), and ‘Katherine’
which was first introduced in the
l920’s and is still a champion, 38 inch
lavender with white eye (late June to
mid-Sept).
When grown in a sheltered location
the tall phlox can flop over when their
big flower heads are heavy with rain.
Stake them early in the season.
Oklahoma State University named
the Volcano series as Perennial for
2015. The gorgeous colors range
from red, pink, ruby, white, lavender
and purple with eyes of pink, red
or white. This series was bred for
disease-tolerance. Cut back the plants
by one third after the first bloom to
encourage them to rebloom two to
three times. They grow between 24
and 28 inches tall.
Phlox are easy to grow. Give them
full sun to light shade, and moist,
well-drained soil. Fertilize in early
spring. Deadheading will promote
more flowers and prevent seedlings.
There is no hurry to divide them if
they produce a good show of flowers.
With careful planning it’s possible to
have a selection of phlox in bloom
throughout the season.
See you in the stampede at the
nurseries. ■
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Q: When do you turn your cows out on pasture and why
can’t you leave the cows on pasture year-round?

A: Our cows are on pasture from late spring to early fall
when the weather is good. We rotate cows between
pastures to graze on forages. In the winter, our cows
are housed in barns for shelter and comfort.

On our dairy farm we provide our cows with pastures. Some
Bill Deutsch is a fifth generation dairy and grain farmer.
dairy farms have climate-controlled buildings so the cows remain
He milks cows and grows corn, soybeans, wheat and
comfortable inside year-round. Our dairy farm does not have that type
alfalfa. Bill and his wife reside on the family farm in
of facility but instead we have buildings and pastures for animals to be
rural Sycamore.
indoors and outdoors.
We have five pastures we call paddocks. We rotate our cows
between the paddocks to allow for regrowth of grasses between grazings. We
Why is June Dairy Month?
typically start cows on pasture when the grass is between 6 to 12 inches tall and
The reason June is Dairy Month
the ground is dry. This may vary from the beginning of May to the beginning of
is because in the past most dairy
June.
farms would turn cows out on
We take the cows off of pasture in the fall when it’s too dry for regrowth
pasture in June, shortly after many
of grasses or it gets cold and muddy which doesn’t allow the pastures to be
cows would have their calves. It
maintained properly or have good regrowth going into the winter.
would be the biggest month of milk
The cows typically spend one week on a specific paddock before we move
production.
them to the next. In the case of rain, we don’t let the cattle out on pasture to
Since milk is a perishable product
prevent the grass from being torn up by the cows’ hooves. In addition to pasture
and having an abundant supply,
feed, the cows also have access to a total mixed feed ration (corn silage, dry
June Dairy Month was established
hay, wet alfalfa bailage hay, wet corn gluten, protein mix: soybean meal, cotton
to encourage consumers to drink
seed minerals).
more milk.
We also have water hydrants located in pastures for the cattle to access
Today cows have calves yeardrinking water. To alleviate cattle congregating in one spot around the water,
round and there is an even supply
we mount waterers on pallets and move them around in the pasture. This
of milk throughout the year.
prevents the pasture being torn up
Yet, the June Dairy Month
where the cattle waterers are located.
tradition continues. It’s an
The reason we don’t have cattle
opportune time to recognize that
out on the pasture year round is
dairy is a great source of proteins
because our climate changes with
and nine essential nutrients.
Submit your farm and food questions to
seasons. The winter season is not
The dairy industry also celebrates
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org.
conducive for cattle to be on pasture
World
Milk Day on June 1st and
We will share questions with our local
in
northern
Illinois.
The
grass
goes
their latest slogan: “Undeniably
farmers and publish their answers
into dormancy in the winter plus the
Dairy” to promote the nutritional
as space allows in upcoming
pasture doesn’t provide any shelter
goodness of dairy products which
issues of CONNECTIONS.
for animals when it’s bitterly cold.
come from dairy cows. ■

Got a question
for a farmer?
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Ageless Barn, Endless Crop

Photo by Michael Chunko

Michael Chunko of Rochelle says he’s constantly looking for interesting elements to photograph outdoors. He spotted this vibrant barn
while driving on Rich Rd., DeKalb. “Photography for me is not alone a hobby, but a passion and means of communication.” What does
this photo communicate to you?

Best of Barns Photo Contest
Snap a photo of a barn and enter our photo contest.
• Photo contest is open to local,
amateur photographers.
• Take photographs of any DeKalb
County barns and other farm
buildings like corn cribs and sheds.
They do not need to be buildings
that you own.

• Photos may include the entire
structure, interior shots, or closer
pictures of the buildings attributes.
• Make sure your camera or
Smartphone is set to the highest
resolution for quality and your
photo is sent at its original size.
The submitted photo must be the
photographer’s original work.

• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@
dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief
description of the barn’s location
and the city you are from.
• Each month a winning photo
will be chosen and published in
CONNECTIONS magazine. ■
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FARM COUNTRY

Follow DeKalb County’s Barn Quilt Trail
Take a self-guided tour of local
barn quilts throughout the county.
You’ve probably seen a few local
barn quilts, but now you can see even
more. The DeKalb County Convention
& Visitors Bureau (DCCVB) has
launched the new DeKalb County Barn
Quilt Trail.
The Trail allows visitors to go on a
self-guided tour of DeKalb County’s
40+ barn quilts. The trail is broken up
into five legs (northern, north central,
central, eastern, southern trails)
allowing visitors to take in the quilts
one leg at a time or explore DeKalb
County for a weekend and see them
all.

“DeKalb County has a rich
agricultural history that both
residents and visitors are eager to
investigate. We are excited to bring
everyone another way to explore
DeKalb County.”
Debbie Armstrong

The Barn Quilt Trail landing page:
bit.ly/DeKalbCountyBarnQuilts
allows visitors to plan their trip using
Google Maps and a printable trail
brochure. The page also includes
pictures of DeKalb County Barn Quilts

On the DeKalb County Barn Quilt Trail is this Harvest Star barn quilt on Bob and Norma
Wildenradt’s red barn located in rural Sycamore. See this quilt and others on a selfguided tour. To access a trail map and brochure go to: bit.ly/DeKalbCountyBarnQuilts.
Photo courtesy of Bob Myers

and more information about the
history of the barn quilt movement.
The DCCVB partnered with the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau and
Bob Myers of HAWK Aerial Imagery
to create this trail and landing page.
“It’s been months of work and
collaboration with our partners to
bring this trail to fruition. We are so
thankful to the DeKalb County Farm

Barn tour scheduled for August

This year’s DeKalb County Barn Tour will showcase barns in the Paw
Paw-Earlville-Leland area on Saturday, Aug. 11 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The unique opportunity to tour local historic barns is sponsored jointly
by and benefits both the DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage Association
(DAAHA) and the J.F. Glidden Homestead and Historical Center, DeKalb.
The self-driving tour includes a guided tour at each of eight barns,
including the H&J Svendsen Farm, Goble Round Barn, Sanford Barn,
Willard-Kern Farm, Callison Family Farm, Quinn Farm, C&A Svendsen
Farm, and the Sanderson Farm.
Additional information is available by contacting Glidden Homestead at
815-756-7904 or info@gliddenhomestead.org or DAAHA at 815-756-8737
or daaha.inc@gmail.com. ■
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Bureau and Bob Myers for all their help
in bringing it together,” said DCCVB
Executive Director Debbie Armstrong.
“DeKalb County has a rich
agricultural history that both residents
and visitors are eager to investigate. We
are excited to bring everyone another
way to explore DeKalb County,” said
Armstrong.
On the barn quilt website
page are links to Farm Bureau’s
CONNECTIONS magazine and
stories of area barn quilts written by
Editor Mariam Wassmann. Wassmann
compiled a list of the quilts and barn
owners which was printed in the
magazine and shared with DCCVB.
“This collaborative effort has resulted
in a wonderful trail which showcases
these amazing barn quilts throughout
rural areas of DeKalb County,” said
Wassmann.
Any additions to the barn quilt list
can be shared with Farm Bureau or
DCCVB and updates will be made to
the county’s Barn Quilt Trail. ■
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Kish College to offer agribusiness degrees
Kishwaukee College is adding
a new agribusiness program
beginning this fall. The new program
includes a two-year Associate in
Applied Sciences (A.A.S.) degree,
a Certificate in Foundations of
Agriculture, and a Certificate in
Precision Agriculture.
Steve Durin, Assistant Professor
in the Career Technologies division,
will be the lead instructor of the new
program.
“The addition of the agribusiness
degree and certificates allows local
students to gain the skills and
knowledge required for employment
in the growing agribusiness fields,”
said Durin. “There is currently a
shortage of qualified workers in
agriculture.”
Agriculture programs played a large
role in the early years of the college
and current renewed interest in the
industry has led to the resurgence of
the programs on campus.
Durin explained, “The Agribusiness
Program prepares students for
careers in all levels of agriculture:
farm management, custom
applicator, USDA employee, sales
representative, livestock manager,
insurance representative and more.
The agribusiness fields are growing

steadily across the area and the
employment outlook is strong.”
The Kish Agribusiness
Program includes two shortterm certificates, Foundations
of Agriculture and Precision
Agriculture, that prepare students
to directly enter the workforce.
The A.A.S. degree in Agribusiness
is a two-year program that offers
students flexibility. Students who
earn the degree can enter the
workforce directly or continue their
education at a four-year college
or university to earn a B.S. in an
Agribusiness program.
For more information on the
Agribusiness Program, contact Steve

Durin, Assistant Professor in Career
Technologies, at 815-825-9382,
sdurin@kish.edu or visit www.kish.
edu/agribusiness.
Registration for fall is currently
in progress at Kishwaukee College:
www.kish.edu/get-kish-now. ■

Apply soon for Robertson Beef Scholarship

Applications are available for the Bernie Robertson Beef Scholarship.
The scholarship is being presented by the Robertson family and the
DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s Association in memory of former cattleman Bernie
Robertson. The $1,000 scholarship will be awarded to a deserving college
student from a beef family.
To be eligible for the scholarship, a student or their parent must be a member
of the Illinois Beef Association for the past two consecutive years and also a
member of the DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s Association.
Students applying must have recently graduated from high school or are
currently in college pursuing an undergraduate degree.
To request the scholarship application contact Erik Bolander, Cattlemen’s
President, 815-757-6294, bolandererik@gmail.com or the Farm Bureau office,
815-756-6361. The completed application should be delivered to the Farm
Bureau office. ■

New DeKalb County
Plat Books available
The 2018 DeKalb County Land Atlas
and Plat Book is now available from
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
This newest edition, published by
Rockford Map Publishers, is available
for purchase for $25 (members) or
$50 (non-members) from the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau office.
Plat books are a great reference tool
for landowners and business owners. ■
June 2018 CONNECTIONS

13

SCHOLARSHIPS

Senior Scholarships awarded to students
The DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation congratulates 10 high
school seniors who received this
year’s Senior Scholarships. A
committee of Farm Bureau members

Joshua Anderson

Indian Creek High School
Iowa State University
Engineering

Morgan Johnson

Indian Creek High School
Black Hawk College East
Animal Science

made the selection of scholarship
recipients based on academics, leadership
and community service.
The $1,200 scholarship will assist
students with college education expenses.

Erin Fidler

Genoa-Kingston High School
Oklahoma State University
International Agribusiness

Conrad Milton

Rochelle High School
University of Illinois
Chemical & Biomolecular
Engineering

Megan Fidler

Students receiving the
scholarship are featured with
a listing of their high school,
college choice and major. ■

Nathan Flaherty

Nolan Govig

Sycamore High School
University of Wisconsin –
Platteville
Ag Business

Sycamore High School
Tulane University, LA
English

Indian Creek High School
Sauk Valley
Community College
Ag Business

Claire Plapp

Alexandra Schneider

Elizabeth Swedberg

Rochelle High School
South Dakota State University
Dairy Production & Dairy
Products Manufacturing

DeKalb High School
Northern Illinois University
Industrial Engineering

Sycamore High School
Iowa State University
Mechanical Engineering

Honoring Students
Students who received
Farm Bureau Foundation
Scholarships were
honored at their school’s
awards program. Landon Faivre
(right), Foundation director,
presented scholastic awards
to Indian Creek students
(from left) Josh Anderson,
Morgan Johnson and
Nolan Govig.
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FFA

Bold Leaders
Area FFA students attend Youth Conference
“Be Bold,” the theme of this year’s Illinois Farm Bureau & Affiliates Youth
Conference provided 13 DeKalb County high school juniors an opportunity for
career development and personal networking alongside 300 other Illinois FFA
members.

The annual
conference
offered an
Opportunity Fair
that allowed students
to explore agricultural college and
career options. Participants also
attended breakout sessions that
focused on leadership and featured
motivational speakers. The Youth
Conference was held April 16-17
in East Peoria. ■

DeKalb County students that attended this year’s Youth Conference included (front row,
from left) Elizabeth Martin, Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich; Mindy Smits, Sycamore; Emma
Carlson, Hiawatha; Alexa Norvell, Hiawatha; (back row) Roberto Mercado, Genoa; State
Vice President Robert Janssen; Brian Bohannon, Hinckley-Big Rock; Grace Gehrke,
DeKalb; Avery Plote, Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich; Kayla McCormick, Indian Creek;
Logan Roach, DeKalb; Brooke Wackerlin, Indian Creek; Jarred Jungels, Hinckley-Big
Rock; and Hanna Diehl, Sycamore.

Section FFA Officers Elected

Congratulations to the newly elected Section 6 and Section 7 FFA Officers.
Several DeKalb County students filled the distinguished positions within both
sections.

Section 6 elected an all-female officer team this year. Officers are: (from left) Grace
Gehrke, DeKalb, president; Krysie Swanson, Central Burlington, vice president; Emma
Carlson, Hiawatha, secretary; Allie Drake, Sycamore, treasurer; Kyla Baldridge, Kaneland,
reporter; Piper Roush, Belvidere, sentinel.

During a team-building activity, Indian
Creek’s Brooke Wackerlin (center) works
with FFA students from around the state to
solve clues that open a locked box.

Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich
FFA member Avery Plote
was elected treasurer for
Section 7.
June 2018 CONNECTIONS
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A glimpse

of local history

Celebrating the Bicentennial
The Joiner History Room is proud to be celebrating
the Illinois Bicentennial in 2018. History is our passion
and we like nothing more than to share our knowledge
of Illinois and DeKalb County history.
Since 1818 when Illinois was admitted to the Union,
In 1900 Henry Gurler was recognized for milk purification. The Gurler
this area has had a rich history of
Clover Leaf Dairy was located in DeKalb.
innovations, exciting “firsts”,
and other happenings that have made our name known
1928 - The Ideal Commutator
worldwide. We can be proud to say we are from DeKalb
Dresser Company, later IDEAL
County, Illinois, and here are just a few reasons why:
Industries, comes to Sycamore and
1837 - DeKalb County is founded.
revolutionizes the electrical industry
1858 - The Marsh Harvester is invented by brothers
when it introduces the first screw-on
Charles W. and William W. Marsh. In 1869, the brothers
wire connector.
built the Marsh Harvester Manufacturing Company in
1936 - DeKalb Ag’s first hybrid
Sycamore. The harvesters were shipped worldwide.
corn is released, and the Winged Ear
1873 - Henry Rose of Waterman has a new idea for improvements in fencing.
logo is born.
Joseph Glidden, Isaac Ellwood, and Jacob Haish improve on Henry’s idea and
1949 - Edward Seymour of
apply for their own patents.
Sycamore is recognized as the
1874 - U.S. Patent No. 157508 is awarded to Joseph F. Glidden for his
inventor of aerosol spray paint.
“Winner” barbed wire.
1957 - Auto Meter begins
1900 - Henry Gurler of DeKalb is recognized for his milk purification
operations in Sycamore to
process at the Paris World’s Fair by winning a gold medal.
manufacture tachometers,
1912 - The DeKalb County Soil Improvement Association is formed in
speedometers, and gauges used by
DeKalb. This is the forerunner of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau and DeKalb
professional and sportsmen racers
AgResearch, Inc.
worldwide.
1961 - Dr. Russell Schelkopf opens
the first specific-pathogen-free swine
facility in the United States.
1994 - The first yield monitor U.S.
Patent No. 5,282,389 is awarded to
DAWN Equipment in Sycamore.
This monitor uses GPS to identify a
combine’s exact location in a field.
2011 - Joe Basset of DeKalb
obtains U. S. Patent No. 7,870,827
for his design to deliver ammonia
gas into the soil preventing the gas
from escaping into the atmosphere. ■
Information provided by the Joiner
History Room, DeKalb County Archives
The Marsh Harvester was invented by the Marsh Brothers in 1860. Their manufacturing
company was based in Sycamore.
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FAMILY HEALTH

Berries at their Best
June and July are wonderful months to enjoy fresh berries here in
the Midwest. When in season, their flavor is at the optimum level
and prices are budget friendly. A simple way to stock up for your
winter enjoyment is to freeze berries.
Freezing is a simple, fast way to preserve food. Freezing preserves
food by stopping the growth of micro-organisms and slowing down
changes that affect quality or cause food to spoil.
When properly frozen, fruit will retain its fresh flavor and nutritive
value. Berries and cherries are best frozen soon after harvest. Fruit
may have a bit softer texture after have been frozen but they are
delicious in flavor.
Freezer containers should be moisture and vapor proof. Glass jars
and rigid plastic containers are moisture and vapor proof. Stay away
from paper cartons. Consider the shape and size. Square or rectangle
shapes use less valuable space in the freezer than round containers.
If containers have straight sides or sides that flare out it is easier to
remove the frozen product.
Flash freezing berries makes them easier to use from the
freezer, as they stay loose and easy to measure as needed.

How to Flash Freeze Blueberries

1. Wash blueberries and drain.
2. Dry berries gently with a towel; this makes the blueberries ice free.
3. Place blueberries in a single layer on a cookie sheet or jelly roll pan.
4. Place in freezer until frozen, about 5 hours, or overnight.
5. Transfer berries to a sturdy plastic bag or freezer safe container of
choice. Squeeze most of the air out and store in freezer. Frozen
fruits are good for

Jo Cessna and Rachel Koroscik teach classes on
healthy eating, healthy cooking and healthy lifestyles
at the Leishman Center at Kishwaukee Hospital.

To find local fresh produce go to:
http://dekalbfarmbureau.org/farm-products/
Find your own u-pick locations near you:
http://www.pickyourown.org/IL.htm.

Blackberry Basil Bruschetta Adapted from “Love and Lemons” Jeanine Donofrio
Ingredients

Instructions

1 cup fresh blackberries or
any berry in season
½ teas. balsamic vinegar
6 to 8 slices crusty bread
Extra-virgin olive oil for drizzling
½ garlic clove
½ cup creamy ricotta mixed
with 1 teas. honey
Handful of fresh basil, thinly sliced
Honey for drizzling
Sea salt and black pepper to taste

1. Place blackberries in small bowl and drizzle with
vinegar, pinch of salt and freshly ground black
pepper. Gently break them apart and mix. Set
aside for 10 minutes to macerate – this means the
berries will become soft and juicy. Mix in the basil.
2. Toast or grill the bread. While warm, drizzle with
olive oil and rub with the cut side of the garlic
clove.
3. Top the bread with ricotta, berries, basil, drizzles of
honey and pinch of salt and pepper.

To sign up for healthy cooking classes go to www.Kish-Calendar.nm.org.
Main Dish Salads: Weds., June 27, 10 a.m. - Noon or Thurs., June 28, 6-8 p.m.
Featuring a beautiful quinoa salad with strawberries and more.
All About Berries: Thurs., July 12, 10-11 a.m. or 6-7 p.m.
Come and taste interesting berry recipes from appetizers, beverages, jams and more.
June 2018 CONNECTIONS
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History as Rich as the Soil
DeKalb students experience Ag History Expo

From barbed wire to the winged
ear, DeKalb County history
revolves around agriculture. There
is no better way to teach students
about local history than to give
them a hands-on approach to
inventions and innovations that
shaped our county.
Nearly 600 DeKalb third
graders attended the Ag History
Expo held at the Farm Bureau
over four days in April and May.
Students completed a DeKalb
County history timeline as they
listened to speakers from local
agricultural organizations, the
DeKalb school district, and the
Farm Bureau.
The Expo addressed
important historical events and
inventions as well as how the
past has influenced modern
day agriculture. Emily Weller,
an instructional coach with
Littlejohn Elementary, helped
organize the event alongside
her colleague Steven Bell,
the DeKalb Area Agricultural
Heritage Association, the Joiner
History Room, and the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau.
Weller noted, “Although all of
these children live in DeKalb,
they weren’t aware of the rich
agriculture around them. The
Expo helped them appreciate all
of the developments that have
happened in our community over
time and the impact they have
had worldwide.”
“Students were really surprised
that so many innovations were
from our county and that big
change can happen in small
places,” said Weller. Weller
hopes to make the Expo an
annual event. ►
18
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Dean Johnson with the Soil & Water Conservation District encourages students to touch soil
as he explains that it consists of sand, silt, and clay.

Instructional coach Emily Weller shares the history of DeKalb Ag and their historic logo.

“Students were really surprised
that so many innovations
were from our county and
that big change can happen
in small places.”
Emily Weller, Littlejohn Elementary

(Above) Farm Bureau Ag Literacy Coordinator Rhodora Collins describes the inner
workings of a modern combine. (Below) Donna Langford with the DeKalb Area
Agricultural Heritage Association demonstrates the length of prairie grass roots
using rope. (Right) Students from DeKalb’s Lincoln Elementary find shade inside a
combine’s tire.

What did you learn at the Ag History Expo?
Third graders said:
“There are different types of corn.” –Brennan, Cortland Elementary
“I learned about innovation.” –Jacob, Jefferson Elementary
“A glacier made DeKalb flat.” –Briana, Jefferson Elementary
“You can’t grow crops in Antarctica.” –Riley, Lincoln Elementary
“The inside of corn is white.” –Kylie, Lincoln Elementary
“Horses used to farm but now machines do it.” –Dominick, Malta Elementary

Instructional coach Steven Bell shows a
student the dents in field corn kernels.

“The corn head on the combine cuts the corn down.” –Sully, Tyler Elementary
“Before tractor seats, farmers had to stand while farming.”
–Janyah, Brooks Elementary ■
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DeKalb County
natives share their
work experiences
at John Deere.

Marketing matters to this farm girl
Growing up, John Deere was a company that Kelsey Faivre was familiar with
just like every farm kid that likes green tractors.
But she left her ties to the green machines when she went to college. She
found public relations and marketing appealed to her as an agricultural
communications major. Kelsey had aspirations of getting a job in marketing
with an ag-related company. It wasn’t long before her strong skillsets led her to
employment and reconnected her to John Deere as part of their marketing team.
“John Deere is a good fit for me,” said Kelsey. “After spending time working
with everything from precision ag equipment and combines to commercial
mowers and utility tractors, I’ve found there is a lot to be passionate about
around John Deere equipment.”
Kelsey started as a marketing representative in East Moline, IL at the
Harvester Works facility supporting the launch of the new S700 combine
through the development of sales tools for John Deere dealers. Then she was
transferred to Orlando, FL to train dealers on the restyled 3E compact tractors.
In the spring of this year she became a Dealer Development Specialist to help
manage and support their dealer channel based out of the John Deere Marketing
Headquarters in Olathe, KS.
“John Deere encourages employees to be diversified and grow with
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experiences,” said Kelsey. “The
opportunity to work in Dealer
Development arose so I took it. With
my new role, I can continue to use my
marketing skills.”
Kelsey beams with excitement over
her job of two years, but then chuckles
because her father, Roger, would
never have expected her to be working
for the company he gets his farm
equipment from. That’s because when
Kelsey was younger she showed little
interest in the grain side of farming.
Instead, raising beef cattle was her
love. She was busy taking care of her
cattle, being active in FFA, forensics,
and other things in high school. She
didn’t drive tractors like her brother;
she was a weekend rider in the buddy
seat next to her parents. ►

“I surprised myself by the
acumen of everything I know about
farm equipment, even though I had
little experience. But I found that
once you drive one tractor they are
all about the same. I actually prefer
to drive the large tractors, like the 9
series,” said Kelsey. As part of her
marketing job, she test drives John
Deere tractors.

“Our dealers and customers are
hardworking salt-of-the-earth people
with remarkable businesses. I get to
work for them and represent amazing
equipment and technologies.”
Kelsey Faivre

Now, on an occasional visit back
home to the family farm in DeKalb,
Kelsey drives one of their tractors.
She graduated from DeKalb High
School and earned a bachelor’s
degree in ag communications from
Iowa State University.
Since college, Kelsey says the
last few years have “gone by in a
flash.” She has moved four times
with John Deere, been trained in a
variety of jobs, and has learned so
much.
“The roles I have served in have
challenged me to grow as a person
and as an employee, and it has been
rewarding to see the impact of my
work on the company.”
“Our dealers and customers
are hardworking salt-of-the earth
people with remarkable businesses.
I get to work for them and
represent amazing equipment and
technologies,” Kelsey said. ►

Kelsey Faivre, 23

Dealer Development Specialist
She supports and manages relationships with John Deere dealer channels.
She is based out of the John Deere Marketing Headquarters in Olathe, KS.
Resides in Kansas City, KS
Hometown – DeKalb
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Globally he serves those linked to the land
Working for a global company, David Gilmore travels internationally
representing the Financial Services Division of John Deere.
He’s been to Australia, New Zealand, Canada, Mexico, Germany, China,
India, Brazil, and Russia, among other countries interfacing with John Deere
dealers and customers as a provider of financial products and services.
As Senior Vice President of Financial Global Marketing & Sales, David says
he is part of John Deere’s higher purpose of “serving those linked to the land.”
He engages with agricultural and construction customers around the world
to understand equipment and financing needs to make their operations more
efficient.
“Our employees are actively participating in increasing the capacity to feed,
fuel and provide infrastructure solutions to a growing global population,” said
David.
“Whether in the U.S. or other parts of the world, I enjoy playing a role in
meeting our customer and John Deere dealer needs. Every day is a different one
and I enjoy the variety of work I do,” he said.
David has been with Deere & Company for 28 years. He joined them shortly
after receiving his bachelor’s degree in agricultural economics from the
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University of Illinois. For most
of his career he was with the
ag and turf division in product
support, sales and marketing,
and global harvest marketing.
The last seven years have been in
financial services with John Deere
Financial.
Looking back, David didn’t
anticipate working for Deere
because through most of his
college years the company was not
hiring due to the farm crisis. But
he was hired and it’s been a stellar
career for him. “It’s been a great
opportunity for me and my family.
It has allowed me to stay connected
to agriculture,” he said. ►

Growing up on a farm in rural
Shabbona provided David with the
basis for a good work ethic. He shares
his farm experiences with fellow
employees and correlates farming and
John Deere tractors to fundamental
things. He tells newer employees that
he worked and drove tractors with his
father and grandfather. As a farm boy,
he recalls how one day his grandfather
taught him how to plow in a straight
line on a John Deere 4440.
“You drive the way you view the
future, looking ahead toward a target,”
said David. “What develops you as a
person are your experiences. Just like
plowing in a straight line, it helps to
be grounded today and aligned to the
future.”

“I’m passionate about working for John
Deere. The best part is participating
daily in John Deere’s higher purpose
‘serving those linked to the land.’ Our
company provides global solutions and
services for those that grow food and
build infrastructure.”
David Gilmore

The Senior Vice President currently
shares his work time between the
global headquarters of Financial
Services in Des Moines, IA, the
world headquarters in Moline, IL,
and internationally in North America,
South and Central America.
“I never dreamt that I would have an
opportunity to travel and work in so
many different parts of the world, but
I am grateful for the chance that John
Deere has given me,” said David.
“I’m passionate about working
for John Deere. The best part is
participating daily in John Deere’s
higher purpose ‘serving those linked
to the land.’ Our company provides
global solutions and services for
those that grow food and build
infrastructure.” ►

David Gilmore, 50

Senior Vice President Financial Global Marketing & Sales
He represents the Financial Services Division of Deere & Company
and is responsible for global marketing and sales function and
financial services in North America, Central and South America,
and Australia/New Zealand.
Resides in Geneseo with wife, Lori, and
has two college-aged children, Kyle & Caitlin
Hometown – Shabbona
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Family of engineers maintain farm interest
The Kleins were all driven to be engineers. Yet they remain grounded in
agriculture through their work at John Deere and interest in their family’s farm.
Mark, Lee, Beth and Anne Klein of rural Hinckley chose the engineering
career path with two in manufacturing engineering and the other two in
mechanical engineering. The boys went to Northern Illinois University while
the girls attended the University of Wisconsin-Platteville. The youngest, Anne,
is a senior at UW-Platteville.
At the colleges’ career fairs they were introduced to John Deere, interviewed
and were hired to be part of the engineering team. Mark, Lee and Beth are
based at the Waterloo, IA Tractor Works plant while Anne is an intern near
Moline, IL home to John Deere’s Harvester Works.
Mark’s job is to test and design axles and transmissions on large agricultural
tractors. Being a product engineer, he works with three different sites in
Waterloo – the Foundry, Drive Train Operations and Product Engineering
Center – on the Series 6-9 tractors. He interfaces with people on the line, in
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testing, engineering and marketing.
“It’s exciting to see prototypes before
they are adopted and used in the field,”
said Mark who has been with Deere &
Company for five years.
“I like being in the forefront of the
farming industry with my job at John
Deere,” notes Lee. “I enjoy seeing the
finished product come off the line,” he
says with a sense of accomplishment. As
a manufacturing engineer for two years,
he oversees the assembly line, sets up
tooling and has oversight on safety and
quality standards. He works on axles and
chassis at various Waterloo sites. ►

Beth appreciates having a wide variety
of opportunities as a design engineer
and new employee this year at John
Deere. In the Engineering Development
Program, she will do three rotations
in design, testing and manufacturing.
After two years Beth will decide which
direction to go with the company. “It’s a
good opportunity to use my engineering
degree in different positions to see what I
want to do. I’ve learned a lot and like the
people I work with,” said Beth.
Anne has started her summer
internship with John Deere, based out of
the Parts Distribution Center in Milan, IL
near Moline. She has one year of college
to go but already has her eyes on a future
with John Deere.
The close-knit Klein siblings talk the
engineering talk and oftentimes finish
each other’s sentences as they think alike
and share so many interests, including
their ties to the family farm. They return
home from their John Deere jobs to help
their parent’s farm, especially in the
spring and fall. “We’re always helping
with something when we come home –
picking up rocks, cleaning fence lines,
planting corn and soybeans and harvest,”
said Beth.
“Working on the farm was never a
chore because I was working with my
best friends – my siblings,” said Anne,
the youngest. The Klein siblings, 6th
generation farmers, have fond memories
of working side-by-side with their
grandparents on their family’s Centennial
Farm and of course driving tractors.
This year marks the 100th Anniversary
of John Deere tractors. John Deere
Waterloo Works is hosting a celebration
at the museum located in downtown
Waterloo in June. The Kleins will be
attending the commemorative event in
support of their engineering connection
and farm roots. ►

Mark Klein, 26

Drivetrain Product Engineer
He designs and tests axles and
transmissions on large tractors at
the Product Engineering Center in
Waterloo, IA.
Resides in Waterloo, IA,
with wife, Marie
Hometown – Hinckley

Lee Klein, 24

Manufacturing Engineer
He assembles large tractors at the
Drivetrain Operations building in
Waterloo, IA.
Resides in Waterloo, IA
Hometown – Hinckley

Beth Klein, 23
Product Engineer

She works as a design engineer for
large tractors at the Product Engineering
Center in Waterloo, IA.
Resides in Waterloo, IA.
Hometown – Hinckley

Anne Klein, 21

Manufacturing Engineer Intern
She is an intern at the Parts
Distribution Center in Milan, IL.
Resides in Moline, IL for the summer
Hometown – Hinckley
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He’s particular about John Deere paint
John Deere Green and Ag Yellow are trademark paint colors for the entire line of
farm and construction equipment. As a paint manufacturing engineer for John
Deere, Aaron Russell will tell you there’s more to the paint than meets the eye.
“Painting world-class equipment is a much more complicated process than anyone
would expect,” said Aaron. “Many don’t think about the painting part of John Deere
equipment.”
Aaron provides engineering support at the John Deere Ottumwa Works factory in
Ottumwa, Iowa. He works closely with employees on the paint line who see that parts
are cleaned, pretreated and ready for the application of paint. The key is making sure
that the paint properly adheres to the equipment.
“Our goal is for the paint to be long-lasting as the equipment may be used by
several different customers down the line,” he explained.
Aaron admits he knew very little about paint until he got the job at John Deere two
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years ago. Now he has oversight
of the John Deere Green and Ag
Yellow paint used on hay balers
and forage equipment at the
Ottumwa factory. His previous
experience and training was
working in East Moline, IL at the
John Deere Harvester Works plant.
His engineering role at Ottumwa
is to provide support to the painting
processes as a manufacturing
engineer. With more company
experience, he hopes to become an
engineering supervisor someday. ►

The paint manufacturing
engineer says he likes his job at
Deere. “There’s something so
rewarding about working for a
company with a brand that is so
iconic and elicits such a strong
response from people.” He knows
that farmers are particularly fond
of their John Deere tractors and
equipment. Both sets of Aaron’s
grandparents farmed in rural
Waterman.
Aaron is a graduate of DeKalb
High School and earned a degree
in chemical engineering from the
University of Illinois.
At the college’s career fair,
Aaron stopped by the John Deere
booth but didn’t think there was
opportunity there. “What would
John Deere want with a chemical
engineer?” he asked himself.
“They typically hire mechanical
engineers.” Soon he learned that
his credentials were valuable to
the company’s global paint team.

“Painting world-class equipment is a
much more complicated process than
anyone would expect. Many don’t think
about the painting part of John Deere
equipment.”
Aaron Russell

“If someone had told me my
senior year that I would be working
for John Deere I wouldn’t have
believed them,” said Aaron. “During
school I was honestly interested
in working for a food processing
company, but instead I work for the
company responsible for producing
the crops that a lot of our food is
made from!” ■

Aaron Russell, 24

Paint Manufacturing Engineer
He provides engineering support to the factory’s paint
lines at John Deere Ottumwa Works, Ottumwa, IA.
Resides in Fairdale, IA with wife, Samantha
Hometown – DeKalb
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COMMUNITY

Soybean Adventure part
of Waterman Summerfest

“Soybeans are one of the major crops in
our county and state and it’s time to give
soybeans the recognition that they deserve.”

Illinois has festivals for many well-known products such as corn,
strawberries, pumpkins and wine, to name a few. So why not soybeans?
The first ever Soybean Adventure is planned as part of Waterman’s
Summerfest on Saturday, July 21, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lions Club Park in
Waterman.
“It’s a chance to discover the many things that are made from soybeans with
lots of facts and fun for all ages,” says Terrie Tuntland, local soybean farmer,
businessman and coordinator of Soybean Adventure. “Soybeans are one of
the major crops in our county and state and it’s time to give soybeans the
recognition that they deserve.”
The Soybean Adventure is being hosted by the Waterman-Shabbona Business
Association who is partnering with the Waterman Lions Club. The Lions Club
sponsors the annual Summerfest and Tractor Show.

Soil Explorers

Terrie Tuntland

The Summerfest event includes
a tractor and truck show, tractor
pull, tractor parade, train rides,
family entertainment, food,
vendors, music and fireworks.
Lions Park is located at 420 S.
Birch Street, Waterman, south of
Route 30.
Soybean Adventure and
Summerfest are open to the
general public. For more
information go to: www.visit30.
com. ■

Fourth graders at DeKalb’s Jefferson Elementary took a community field trip before the end of the school
year. While at Hopkins Park, they visited with Farm Bureau Ag Literacy staff. Students learned about the importance of agriculture,
investigated soil types, and explored Farm Bureau’s 10-foot tall soil tunnel that allowed the students to go “underground” to discover
why soil is so important. ■
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Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

Trashed
It was a shiny, silver, late-model
luxury car. I was following it east on
the edge of Sycamore, a respectable
distance back. Suddenly, an object
appeared out of the driver’s side
window and shattered on the
pavement ahead of me. I swerved to
avoid glittering shards of heavy glass.
I was shocked and infuriated.
“What kind of person DOES that?”
Feeling spiteful, I pulled up closer
than usual when the car stopped at
a four-way intersection. For a few
moments, the car was trapped by
another stopped ahead of it at the stop
sign. With exaggerated movements
calculated to be noticeable from the
luxury car’s rearview mirror, I peered
intently at the license plate. As soon
as the car ahead of him turned, my
friend the litterer sped through the
intersection and disappeared in the
distance.

We may not know who you are,
but when you heave your rubbish
alongside the road, you trash our
respect for you.
I spent the rest of my drive
muttering to myself. Why would
someone do that? What was running
through his mind? (The back of
the driver’s head looked male, for
what that’s worth.) Is this habitual
behavior?
I like to give people the benefit
of the doubt. If someone pulls out
in front of me in traffic, I hope it’s
because they just didn’t see me—
we’ve all done that, right? If someone
looks scowly and refuses to make eye
contact, I remind myself they may be

experiencing private turmoil of which
I have no knowledge.
But litterers? I got nothin’. I can’t
fathom why anyone would pitch trash
out their car window. Why? Why not
wait until you get home, or until you
stop for gas? Most gas stations have
trash receptacles right next to the fuel
pumps. While you wait for your tank
to fill, you can clear all those pop
bottles and snack bags out of your
door pockets and floorboards.
Standing at my husband’s desk in
his upstairs office after work one day,
I said jokingly, “Need a water heater?
I just saw one go by in the bed of
that pickup truck.” He chuckled and
remarked that someone must have a
weekend plumbing project ahead of
them. An hour or so later, we headed
into town to eat. What should we
discover in the ditch about a quartermile west of our house? You got it. A
water heater.
People who discard their unwanted
stuff along roadsides make me
crabby. All I can figure is that they
have no respect for others, or the
world around them. And I can’t
understand that. I can’t imagine any
of the people I know littering. But
there’s stuff everywhere, and it can’t
ALL be blowing out the back of
garbage trucks (don’t get me started
on THAT).
Ask any farmer about this issue and
they’ll tell tales of the trash they’ve
found in their ditches, fields, and
waterways. Country roads seem to
be particular magnets for people who
have unwanted junk. Do they think
if they go way out in the country, no
one will see them dump their loads?
I often wonder if they assume their
garbage will go unnoticed until it’s

magically swallowed by nature.
Maybe they have never paid much
attention to the rural landscape and
assume no one else does, either.
Of course they’re wrong. We
notice. Rural residents love the
countryside, and care about it.
We notice your water heaters,
your yucky old mattresses, your
landscape waste, the remnants of
your fast food lunches, and your
old tires. We may not know who
you are, but when you heave your
rubbish alongside the road, you
trash our respect for you.
That brings me to Bobby M. My
husband and daughter picked up
your homework, strewn along our
road north of Sycamore. Glancing
through it, I noticed your grades
weren’t perfect, but your written
answers were neat and coherent.
Your first and last name was on
everything. I’m assuming it was
you who threw all those papers out
into the weeds—who else would
have had them? I don’t know you,
but you seem like a smart kid. I was
angry with you at first, but I believe
you can do better. I still think you
could be someone I respect.
That goes for the rest of you
litterers, too. Please don’t trash
your opportunity for others to
respect you. ■
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Birth of new knowledge
It was a busy day at the Adams
farm. Three busloads of elementary
kids were scheduled to visit, and two
pregnant cows were due to calve.
On a chilly day in April, Alan and
JoAnn Adams, their sons Ross and
Jeremiah, and daughter-in-law Jessie
welcomed to their farm six classes of
fourth graders and their teachers. The
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visitors traveled from
Herman E. Dummer
School in Sandwich
to augment what they
were learning in the
classroom, especially
in science.
“She did it!” Students crowd along the outside of the
Several members of
maternity barn to watch a cow and her newborn calf.
the Somonauk-LelandSandwich FFA, Vicki
watched—one cow before lunch with
Heath from the LaSalle County
half of the students watching and the
SWCD and staff members from
other afterwards for the rest of the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau were
students.
also on hand to teach students.
By the end of the day, roughly 140
The classes experienced sessions
students
and teachers had toured the
exploring the beef cattle lifecycle,
farm and watched the miracle of birth
crop science, Illinois ag products,
first-hand.
the importance of soil, and farm
Teacher Allyn Ricci noted that
machinery.
student excitement and learning
The pregnant cows did their part
extended well past the day of their
by giving birth while the students
farm experience saying, “They
retained so much of what they learned
“How does it feel?” FFA member
from each station and told me that
McKenna Dayhuff explains show animal
they wished they could go back again
care as a fourth grade girl touches its
next year!” ►
soft hair.

AG LITERACY

“They’re here!”A quiet morning on the Adams’ beef farm turns
noisy with the arrival of students and teachers from Dummer
School in Sandwich.

“So this is a soybean?” The fourth graders
open soybean pods while learning about crop
production from farmer Alan Adams.

“I just wanted to send out a
quick THANK YOU for another
hugely successful field trip!
My students came in this
morning and wanted to write
about their trip and share
what they liked the best. The
fact that they came in with
that on their mind first thing
on a Monday morning tells
me that all of you have made
a large impact on them.”
Allyn Ricci
Dummer Elementary teacher

“That’s a huge machine!”

Farm employee David Meyer
explains the features and uses
of various farm equipment. ■
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PRIME TIMERS

Hendricks performs “America’s Favorite Songs”
Jim Hendricks is the featured
entertainment at the Prime Timers
BBQ.
Get ready for one of the best piano
concerts ever at this year’s Farm
Bureau Prime Timers BBQ. Jim
Hendricks will perform “America’s
Favorite Songs” on Monday, July 9 at
the Farm Bureau.
Hendricks is a professor of music at
Chicago State University. An alum of
Sycamore High School and NIU, he
has performed more than 1,400 piano
concerts across the U.S. and abroad.
He has appeared with numerous
music legends and has competed
in many international piano
competitions. Hendricks started
playing piano professionally as a
teenager. By the age of 25 he was a
music professor.
The Prime Timers July 9 BBQ gets
underway at 5:30 p.m. with a grilled
pork chop and chicken dinner in the

Professional Pianist Jim Hendricks will play some favorite songs at the Prime Timers
BBQ on Monday, July 9. Members may register for the BBQ through July 3.

Farm Bureau Auditorium. Cost is $8.
Following the BBQ, Hendricks will perform in the Farm Bureau Theater at
6:45 p.m.
Registration for the BBQ and program is being accepted in the Farm Bureau
office through Tuesday, July 3. The BBQ is open to Prime Timers, Farm Bureau
members 55+ years. ■

Little Treble Makers entertain Prime Timers in August
The Little Treble Makers will
perform “Decades of Disney” at Farm
Bureau on Monday, Aug. 6.
The Little Treble Makers is a
community show choir based out of
the Sycamore/DeKalb area. The choir
consists of 30 singer/dancers between
the ages of 6 and 16 from Sycamore,

DeKalb, Elgin, Genoa, Aurora,
and surrounding areas. The choir is
directed by Peggy Bell Carey and
Cortney Jo Newby.
This season, the show choir has
been performing their new musical
revue, “Decades of Disney”, which
feature many songs from Disney

Don’t miss this musical show by the Little Treble Makers on Aug. 6 at Farm Bureau. The
local children’s choir is directed by Peggy Bell Carey (pictured) and Cortney Jo Newby.
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movies including old classics, like
Cinderella, to new blockbusters, like
Moana. Their numbers also include
many songs with four-part harmony,
large dance numbers, and solo
selections.
Co-Directors Carey of DeKalb
and Newby of Elgin are members of
Stage Coach Players, where the show
choir started as a pre-show to Annie,
the Musical. The group originally
started with only 15 members and has
now grown to over 30.
The Little Treble Makers will
entertain Farm Bureau members
on Aug. 6 at 1 p.m. in the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Theater. Prior
to their performance, Prime Timers
are welcome to attend the monthly
luncheon at 12-noon in the Farm
Bureau Auditorium. Lunch fee is
$7, payable by July 31 at the Farm
Bureau office. ■

COUNTRY
Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Kyle Groenhagen

Financial Representative in Sycamore
Kyle Groenhagen is a COUNTRY Financial® representative with
the DeKalb-Kendall-Ogle Agency. He’s been with COUNTRY for a
year now and has done an excellent job taking care of his clients and
plans on continuing his great service for many years to come.
Kyle knows what it’s like to grow up in a close-knit community
and to be fully invested in what he does. He was born and raised in
Oregon, Illinois, and with his family owning a farm he has always
taken part in the family business.
Wanting to learn more about the farming industry, Kyle went to Iowa
University to study agriculture. After graduating with a bachelor’s degree
he came back to Oregon and continued to work with his family on the farm
for a couple of years, but he always felt like something was missing. That’s
when Kyle decided he wanted a career where he can be even more invested
into the community, while still continuing to help people. Kyle realized he
needed to work for a company like COUNTRY Financial.
When asked
what he’s
I don’t just want to sell insurance, I want to build
committed to most
in this career field
relationships and give people help they deserve.
Kyle responded,
“Meeting and
helping as many people as possible, while learning about their lives,
family, and the way they do business. I don’t just want to sell insurance, I
want to build relationships and give people the help they deserve.” Anyone
would be able to tell you that Kyle is not only an outstanding agent, but a
man who truly cares about people.
Nothing seems to phase Kyle when it comes to the amount of effort and
work required. Along with growing his book of business and servicing his
clients, he also enjoys spending time with his wife and six-month-old son.
And, Kyle enjoys his cows that he still owns, even after switching careers.

It’s apparent that Kyle has an amazing
work ethic, and if you were his client
he’d be working this hard for you too.
Kyle can provide customers with a
wide variety of insurance services. He
serves customers from his COUNTRY
Financial® office in Sycamore at 437
W. State Street, Unit 105. His office
phone number is 815-756-8026.

About the COUNTRY
Financial® group

The COUNTRY Financial group
(www.countryfinancial.com) serves
about one million households and
businesses throughout the United States
and offers a full range of financial
products and services from auto, home,
business, farm and life insurance to
retirement planning services, investment
management and annuities. ■

www.countryfinancial.com
1117-092
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See the Kane County Cougars play ball
Join Farm Bureau families for an
evening of Cougars baseball, food
and entertainment on Friday, July 20.
See the Kane County
Cougars play ball while
enjoying food and drinks
from the rooftop deck.
Farm Bureau has
reserved the first base
rooftop deck exclusively
for members and their
families.
From the rooftop deck, you
will have access to a stadium seat
for the game plus an all-you-caneat buffet with grilled hot dogs,

hamburgers, brats and chicken
breast, along with potato salad, fruit
salad, chips, ice cream, pop and
water. There also will be a
cash bar with alcoholic
beverages.
The Kane County
Cougars, a Class
A minor league
affiliate of the
Arizona Diamond
Backs, play the
West Michigan Whitecaps
on July 20 at Northwestern
Medicine Field. The field is located
south of the intersection of Rt. 38 and
Kirk Road, east of Geneva.

Farm Bureau members are
responsible for their own
transportation. Gates open at 5:30
p.m.; game time is 6:30 p.m. The
buffet will be open from 6 to 8 p.m.
After the game, you can run the bases
and stay for the spectacular fireworks
at dusk.
Cost is $15 per person. Children
two and under are free. Price includes
game ticket, food and drinks from
the rooftop deck, and KidZone
wristbands with unlimited rides.
Registration for the Cougars game
is currently being accepted at the
Farm Bureau office. The deadline to
register is July 16. ■

dressing, vegetables, homemade pie
and beverages.
In the afternoon, the group will
stop at Beachy’s Bulk Food Store, an
Amish grocery store, and then shop
in the small downtown area of Arthur
with its variety of stores like a bakery,
antiques and furniture stores, old
fashioned soda fountain, cheese shop,
quilt store, boutiques and gift shops.
The cost of this trip is $75 for
members, $85 for guests. Price
includes round trip motor coach
transportation, an Amish style lunch,

and tours. Rest stop and dinner stop
food purchases are at your own
expense.
Motor coach departs from DeKalb
County Farm Bureau at 7 a.m. and
returns by 9:15 p.m.
Registration for this tour opens on
Monday, July 9 at 8 a.m. at the Farm
Bureau office. Members may call the
office to register and pay by credit
card, 815-756-6361. Remaining
spaces will be sold at the Prime
Timers BBQ on July 9 at 5:30 p.m. in
the Farm Bureau lobby. ■

Fall Amish Trip
to Arthur, Illinois
Experience fall in Amish country.
The Arthur, Illinois countryside will
be filled with fall colors and harvest
activity in this day trip for Farm
Bureau members on Friday, Sept. 28.
You will see corn harvested the oldfashioned way with two-row pickers
pulled by a team of horses. And
you’ll see other fall traditions like
pumpkin picking and harvesting other
crops and fresh produce.
Upon arrival, a step-on tour guide
from ACM Tours will showcase the
countryside in a motor coach tour of
Arthur. You will learn about Amish
history, culture and traditions. In a
driving tour, you will see grain and
livestock farms, a horse and buggy
shop, country school, woodworking
shop, and other cottage businesses.
A family-style lunch meal will be
provided at an Amish farmstead. The
traditional home cooked meal will
include: homemade bread, salad, fried
chicken, mashed potatoes, noodles or
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Experience Cranberry
Autumn Harvest
From the Thanksgiving feast to
breads, sauces, coffees and teas,
cranberries are one versatile fruit.
Experience the annual autumn
harvest of one of America’s native
berries – the cranberry. From bog

to bag, you will see cranberries harvested and taste many of the ways they are
used. Try cranberry wine and cranberry cheese but save some room for the
cranberry ice cream!

A Cranberry Autumn Harvest Tour has been planned for Oct. 9-11 by
American Classic Tours in cooperation with the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
On this tour you will visit the oldest Wisconsin cranberry marsh still
producing cranberries in Tomah, WI. You will learn about this area’s famed fruit
on a guided tour through the Wetherby Cranberry Marsh where you’ll have a
chance to purchase fresh cranberries.
The tour also features a visit to the Wisconsin Cranberry Discovery Center
in Warrens, a tour of the International Crane Foundation in Baraboo, a guided
tour of the Cashton Amish community and shopping, a stop at Humbird Cheese
Barn, and a fall foliage cruise of the Mississippi River on the La Crosse Queen.
Price of the tour is $898 per person double occupancy, $1,049 single
occupancy. There is a $350 deposit per person with reservation. Final payment
is due Aug. 31.
Tour price includes: two nights hotel accommodations, six meals, tours, motor
coach transportation, all taxes and gratuities, trip insurance, luggage handling
and a tour director.
For more information and a registration packet, stop by the Farm Bureau
office. ■
June 2018 CONNECTIONS
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A Place(mat) for Agriculture at the Table
You sit down to eat in a local
restaurant. On the table in front of
you is a brightly-colored placemat
illustrating connections between
food and farms. You examine the
drawing and marvel at the artist’s
knowledge and creativity.
If this has happened to you, you’re
one of several thousand people who
were greeted with student-designed
agricultural placemats when they sat
down to eat at various restaurants in
DeKalb County. Farm Bureau once
again provided the opportunity for
elementary students to illustrate their
agricultural knowledge during the
annual Food for Thought placemat
design contest.
The annual contest encourages
teachers to incorporate lessons
about farming and agriculture.
Hosting Ag in the Classroom (AITC)
presentations is one way they do so.
Many teachers supplement the AITC
experience by sharing farm books or
videos and leading class discussions.

Indian Creek Middle School fifth grader Brooklynn Hulmes discusses her winning
placemat design with teacher Martha Johnson and Shabbona Café owner Fred Castro.
Shabbona Café is one of about a dozen DeKalb County eateries featuring winning designs
from this year’s contest.

Once they’ve acquired an
understanding of the topic, students
illustrate what they’ve learned
by creating colorful and detailed
placemat designs.
Each grade level theme correlates
with the Ag in the Classroom lessons

which were presented previously by
Farm Bureau volunteers.
Design themes include: 1st grade
- “If I were a Farmer,” 2nd grade “Thanks to Dairy Cows,” 3rd grade
- “Farm Grown,” 4th grade - “I’m
Connected to Agriculture,” and 5th
grade - “Agriculture Careers.”
A total of 766 entries from 41
DeKalb County classrooms were
submitted for this year’s contest.
Winners, teachers, and families
attended a special awards night
held at the Center for Agriculture in
April. During the event, winners and
honorable mention recipients were
celebrated and their designs were
displayed.
First place winners’ designs were
printed on placemats to be used in
area restaurants. First through third
place winners received gift cards, and
honorable mention recipients earned
special certificates. All entrants
received participation ribbons for
their efforts. ►
Second grader James Bend accepts his
second place award from Ag Literacy
Committee member Marcy Billington
during the placemat awards night.
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Placemat Contest Winners

First Grade

1st Place - Vivian Rubicz
Cortland Elementary
Mrs. Vicki Bock, teacher
2nd Place - Abigail Ortiz
Cortland Elementary
Miss Brianne Bjorklund, teacher
3rd Place - Cameron Liebert
Cortland Elementary
Ms. Amy Haeseker, teacher

Second Grade

1st Place - Liliana Kniece
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Susan Foster, teacher

Vivian Rubicz

Liliana Kniece

First Grade, Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Vicki Bock, teacher

Second Grade, Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Susan Foster, teacher

2nd Place - James Bend
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Denise Myers, teacher
3rd Place - Aiden Sims
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Susan Foster, teacher

Third Grade

1st Place - Everet Hulthen
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Julie Headley, teacher
2nd Place - Kaylea McRoberts
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Julie Headley, teacher
3rd Place - Riley Wilson
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Julie Lovett, teacher

Fourth Grade
Everet Hulthen

Zoey McAllister

Third Grade, Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Julie Headley, teacher

Fourth Grade, Indian Creek Elementary
Ms. Joann Pardridge, teacher

Local restaurants using placemats:

Brooklynn Hulmes
Fifth Grade, Indian Creek Middle School
Mrs. Martha Johnson, teacher

Barb City Manor, DeKalb
Culver’s of Sycamore (used April 27-29)
DeKalb Columbus Club
DeKalb Moose Lodge
Egg Haven, DeKalb
Hillside Restaurant, DeKalb
Indian Oaks Country Club, Shabbona
Hinckley Café
Martha’s Kitchen, Malta
Lincoln Inn Family Restaurant, DeKalb
Shabbona Café
Sycamore Café
Taxco Restaurant, Sycamore

1st Place - Zoey McAllister
Indian Creek Elementary
Ms. Joann Pardridge, teacher
2nd Place - Emma Murphy
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Tara Faivre, teacher
3rd Place - Melissa Ibarra
Indian Creek Elementary
Ms. Joann Pardridge, teacher

Fifth Grade

1st Place - Brooklynn Hulmes
Indian Creek Middle School
Mrs. Martha Johnson, teacher
2nd Place - Gracie Frohn
Indian Creek Middle School
Mrs. Martha Johnson, teacher
3rd Place - Elizabeth Bend
Indian Creek Middle School
Mrs. Martha Johnson, teacher ■
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Center for
Agriculture News

Discover 4-H at the 4-H General Project Show

Are you ready to go on the 4-H Mission: Adventure? On Thursday, July 12
from 4-7 p.m. join 4-H members and families on an adventure to discover 4-H
at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Building.
Everyone is welcome to attend! 4-H members, volunteers and clubs will
have hands-on activities and games to challenge people of all ages. Join in on
the fun by building your very own rocket and see how high it flies at the 4-H
Rocket Launch at 6 p.m. Then head inside to see all the amazing and creative
projects 4-H members made throughout the year. Test your observation skills
by finding everything on the 4-H Project Show Scavenger Hunt.
New this year, we are looking for YOU to be the judge. Everyone can cast a
vote for the “People’s Choice” Awards!
At 7 p.m. in the theater, watch the 4-H Fashion Revue, Public Speaking
Showcase, Cloverbud Graduation Ceremony and the General Project Show
Awards Show.
Save the date and attend the 4-H Mission: Adventure. This is just
the beginning. Stay tuned for more announcements of activities and
demonstrations that you can discover on July 12.
About 4-H: 4-H is open to all youth ages 5-18 years old. In 4-H, young
people learn about communication skills, decision-making, responsibility,
leadership development, economic education, and career exploration. To learn
more about joining a 4-H club, or becoming a 4-H volunteer or leader, contact
U of I Extension at 815-758-8194. A community working together for its youth
will develop responsible young people who become responsible adults. ■
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DeKalb County 4-H General
Projects Show
Weds., July 11
General Projects Judged
8:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Thurs., July 12
Mission Adventure
4 – 7 p.m.

News provided by offices in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture.

Interested in becoming a Master Gardener?

Do you have a love for spending hours planting and tending to your backyard
garden? Do you have a knack for teaching and enjoy sharing your knowledge
with others?
If gardening is your passion, and you would like to be part of a team that
educates youth and adults alike on the joys of gardening, consider becoming a
University of Illinois Extension Master Gardener.
The mission of the University of Illinois Extension Master Gardener program
is “Helping Others Learn to Grow.” There are more than 3,000 Master Gardener
volunteers in Illinois. Each year, they reach thousands of people and are a
valuable resource to many schools, communities, and youth programs and farmers
markets.
Together, they teach classes and workshops,
answer telephone inquiries concerning home
horticulture, guide planting and educational
demonstrations in community and school
gardens, represent the program at the county and state fair, and work with
many community organizations to convey up-to-date, research based gardening
information.
The DeKalb County Master Gardener training will be offered on Mondays,
beginning Sept. 24 through Dec. 10, from 9 a.m. to 3.30 p.m. at the DeKalb
County Center for Agriculture, 1350 W. Prairie Drive in Sycamore.
In-person training costs $250 and will include the Master Gardener manual with
helpful resources and other materials. Submitted applications will be reviewed
and interviews will be set up with Extension staff. Applicants must complete an
application, interview, and screening.
If you are interested in becoming a DeKalb County Master Gardener, contact
University of Illinois Extension at 815-758-8194, visit online at http://web.
extension.illinois.edu/bdo or stop by the DeKalb County Extension office. ■

Garden Walk planned for July 14

Take a walk through some beautiful gardens during the annual Garden Walk on
Saturday, July 14. This year the DeKalb County Master Gardeners are sponsoring
eight gardens throughout the county.
The featured gardens are: In DeKalb – Ruth Eike, David Lehman, Slabon/
Tollerund, Sycamore – Mayfield Monarch Way Station, Kirkland – Donna and
Bill Koehnke, Susan and Richard Wilson, Kathy Heinrich, and Minday Quigley.
The Garden Walk runs from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m.
Tickets are $10 each and can be purchased at the University of Extension Office
at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Building.
For more information call the Extension office at 815-756-6361. ■

Tile and Stream Nitrate Testing

The DeKalb County Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) is now testing
water samples from tile lines, streams and ponds
for nitrates.
To collect samples participants should use a clean container free from
residual chemicals or detergents. Samples should be at least 8 oz. in size. When
collecting samples the sample should be taken within 48 hours of being tested
and be kept refrigerated if not being tested immediately.
Samples to be tested will be accepted on June 26, July 3, 24 & 31, Aug. 21 &
28, and Sept.18 & 25. ■

Crop certification
deadline July 16

Certification of 2018 crop
planted acres is being done by
appointment this year. After
planting is complete all farm
operators need to make an
appointment for certification by
calling the FSA Office at 815-7563234, ext. 2.
The final reporting date for 2018
crop corn and soybeans is July 16.
All crop acres including
Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) acres must be reported to
receive FSA Program Benefits.
Crop planting dates are required
when certifying.
Make sure that the FSA Office
has the correct owner and operator
on each farm, and that crop shares
are reported correctly. Crop shares
reported to FSA should match
shares reported to crop insurance.
Failed Acres: Any failed acreage
reports to FSA should include crop
insurance claim information, and
need to be completed BEFORE
disposition of the crop and
replanting of the field to another
crop.
Prevented Planted Acres: Any
prevented planted acreage repots
to FSA need to be reported within
15 days after the crop insurance
final planting date for corn and
for soybeans. Prevent plant claims
need to include “proof of intent to
plant” (seed bills, etc.).
We encourage producers not to
wait until the last minute to call the
office and set up an appointment.
The office gets very busy the last
few weeks of certification, so to
make sure everyone gets certified
on time we encourage everyone to
set up their appointment as soon as
planting is complete. ■
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Save on theme/water parks
Get discount tickets for Great America, Santa’s Village & Raging Waves
Farm Bureau members can save
money this summer by purchasing
theme park and water park tickets at
the Farm Bureau office.

Get your rural
water well tested
Rural residents in DeKalb County
can have their well water tested
through a program offered by the
Farm Bureau in August.
The water screening will include
extensive testing for commonly used
agricultural chemicals by Heidelberg
Laboratories based in Ohio.
Water testing kits may be obtained
Aug. 20-24 at the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau office. The water
sample should be taken on Aug. 27
and be returned to the Farm Bureau
office the same day.
Water samples are screened for
methachlor and alachlor herbicides
like Aatrex, Dual, Harness and
Marksman. Aatrazine, found in
Aatrex, Marksman and other
combination herbicides, is one of the
most prevalent herbicides found in
private water supplies.
Other screenings includes nitrates,
nitrites, ammonia, chloride sulfates,
soluble reactive phosphorus, silica
and conductivity.
Cost of the testing is $85, payable
to Heidelberg Labs, when acquiring
a kit at the Farm Bureau office.
The water screening program is
being offered to Farm Bureau rural
members.
Test results will be mailed to
members and will be confidential. ■
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Great America – Tickets are $49.50
(one day general admission) for
ages 3 and up, which is a savings
of $28.49 (adult gate price is
$77.99). Children 2 and under are
free. These tickets do not include
Hurricane Harbor, but are valid for Fright Fest.
Great America, located in Gurnee, is home to more than 80 rides, slides
and attractions spread across 100 acres of land.
Santa’s Village – Tickets are $17
(a savings of $7.99) at the Farm
Bureau office and online for $17,
plus tax. To purchase online go to:
https://passes.santasvillagedundee.
com and enter DeKalbfb@Santa as
our organization’s personalized store
name. These tickets are available for
any day that the park is open; there
are no blackout dates and parking is free. The park is open daily until Oct. 28,
then weekends only Nov. 23-Dec. 16.
Santa’s Village, located in East Dundee, offers guests a unique venue for
families, from parents and grandparents to toddlers to tweens.
Raging Waves – Tickets are $16 (one day admission) each,
which is a savings of $16.99. There is a limit of six
tickets per membership.
Raging Waves, Illinois’ largest water park,
is located on Rt. 47 near Yorkville. The
waterpark is known for its 17 slides, wave
pool and multiple kiddie areas. ■

Traveling this summer?
Take advantage of our Farm Bureau discounts
on hotels and car rentals. Save up to 25% on
rental cars – Enterprise, Hertz, Alamo and
National. Book your hotel stays in advance
and save up to 20% with the Choice Hotel
Group (Comfort Inn, Sleep Inn, Quality Inn and
many more) or the Wyndham Group (Baymont
Inn, Days Inn, Ramada). For more information
contact the Farm Bureau. ■

Make
FAST STOP
your first
stop.
FS –
Whether you are looking to fill your tank or
your coffee cup, look to your locally owned
and operated FAST STOP.® With nearly 300
convenient locations across the Midwest,
chances are, we’re right on the way.

TM

DeKalb - 880 Peace Rd
Waterman - 9391 State Rte 23
Rochelle - 130-2nd Ave
www.conservfs.com
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