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Connecting to You

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Networking in the New Year

Mark Tuttle is a 4th generation farmer
from Somonauk and president of the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

It’s the beginning of a new year! Or, as we say in Farm Bureau, tis the season for
winter meetings.
For farmers, it’s time to attend marketing meetings and hear what forecasters
are predicting and maybe take in a farm show to see what new technologies and
techniques might work best on the farm. It’s time to sit down with the farm supply
company and lock in input prices or seed for spring. This time of year farmers also
meet with their tax preparer to wrap up last year and plan for the New Year.
Simply put, now is the time for farmers to network with other farmers and
agribusiness professionals so we can better plan for the future. Like last year, 2017
will have its challenges. But we will make resolutions and set goals.
In the New Year, I have a couple of suggestions for farmers. Make 2017 the
year of telling your story. Yes, network with area farmers. But more importantly,
talk to your neighbors, your friends and family, and others about what you do as a
farmer. Call your legislators and share with them the impact proposed legislation
has on your farm. Consider helping Farm Bureau with the Ag in the Classroom
presentations in February and be a part of sharing your ag story with over 4,000
students in DeKalb County.
By all means, make networking one of your New Year’s resolutions…and stick
with it! ■
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On Prairie Drive

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Chilling Out
I’m on my way to work on this cold, January day.
I glance at the temperature in my car, which keeps
dropping. I want it to stop. But of course it doesn’t.
Finally it reads -2. Brrrrrr! Just thinking about sub-zero
temperatures makes me cold!
I complain to myself, but shouldn’t. I’m driving a
vehicle that keeps me warm. After a 14-mile drive, I get
out of my toasty car to go inside a cozy office where I
spend most of the day. At the end of the day I use my
remote start to pre-heat the car before I hit the road.
I’m reminded just how cold it is when I make a stop at a livestock farm. In the short
amount of time I’m outside taking photographs my fingers turn ice cold. I welcome going
inside the pig barns to get thawed out and like the warmth as much as the pigs do. These
pigs are happy pigs because they are inside, not outside, enjoying the comforts of this
climate-controlled modern barn.
At that moment I have a flashback to my past of our open-sided barns for pigs and
cows. Cold temps and snow were challenging. We spent extra hours moving snow,
bedding animals with straw to keep them warm and dry, and thawing out water tanks.
Flash forward to today – these barns are so much better for animals and humans!
This time of year I have a special appreciation for livestock farmers and all they do to
keep their animals healthy, comfortable and protected from cold, winter days to provide
us food.
Here’s hoping for an early spring! ■
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Find the pine cone
and win!
Let’s see if you can find the pine
cone (resembling the one above) in
this month’s issue of our magazine
and be eligible to win a prize.
Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815756-6361, by Jan. 31 for your chance
to win.
When responding by email or
phone, please include the page
number and exact description of the
location of the pine cone on that page.
You will also need to include your
name, address and phone number.
Correct answers will be put into a
drawing and one winner will be drawn
to receive a $20 gift card.

Last month’s winner of the pine cone contest
was Pete Springmire of Sycamore. The pine
cone was hidden on page 35 in the gold
ornament, lower right side of the Christmas
tree. ■

Calendar
January
Jan. 26
AITC Volunteer Training
For classroom presentations
6:30 p.m.

February
Feb. 6
Alexander Hamilton –
The American Rags to Riches
Story
By Terry Lynch
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by Jan. 31
Feb. 8
Ag Seminar
First National Bank
RSVP, 815-754-8090
Feb. 20
DCFB Annual Meeting
For “M” Farmer Members
8 a.m.
Feb. 25-March 8
Panama Canal Trip

March
March 6
America’s Favorite Songs
By Jim Hendricks
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by Feb.28
March 10
FB Senior Scholarships Due
Meetings are held at the Center for
Agriculture unless otherwise noted.
For most meeting reservations contact
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office,
815-756-6361.

Follow us!
facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
twitter.com/DCFBureau
pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

Send magazine comments to:

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s website:
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org

Winter Farm Meetings

You know there’s a farm meeting going on inside the Farm Bureau Center for
Agriculture when you pull into the parking lot and see all the pickup trucks. During
the winter season, farmers attend educational meetings, farm shows, and market
outlook meetings to keep up-to-date and be successful.
Farmers also meet with specialists to help them fine tune their farms with farm
inputs, marketing, financial management, technology, and overall farm business
plans. There are about 950 farmers in DeKalb County and as many pickup trucks!

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Caring for Farm Animals
in the Winter
Oh baby, it’s cold outside! But these pigs
are staying warm inside farm buildings.
Kevin Faivre makes sure his pigs are warm and comfortable in his
barns while outside the temperature barely reaches 10 degrees on a cold
winter day in January. His climate-controlled farm buildings provide
comfort and protect the young animals from the chilling temperatures
and strong winds on his farm.
His modern barns, heated with propane fuel, provide a constant
temperature of 74 degrees for the young pigs. “That’s warmer than the
inside of our house,” notes Kevin. “But necessary for the health and
well-being of little pigs.”

The Comforts of Hog Barns

The two barns at Kevin Faivre’s Makin Bacon Farm in rural Malta
provide a comfortable environment for growing pigs. The barns are
equipped with canvas curtains on the east and west sides. The curtains
open and close automatically year round to allow air flow and make
adjustments to the inside temperature of the building. There are also
four large ventilation fans on each barn that remove stagnant, moist air
from the buildings and pull in dry, fresh air from vents located on the
roof of the barns.
“The ventilation fans really help to keep a dry and healthy
environment for the hogs,” said Kevin. He will also add insulation to
the west curtains during the cold months of winter to provide some
extra protection from the outside elements. Kevin will then remove the
insulation in the spring when temperatures start to warm up.

Kevin Faivre, Malta farmer, likes raising hogs and
keeping them warm in the winter. He holds one of his
50-pound pigs that is about eight weeks old. Kevin
markets about 6,000 hogs each year.

His automated feeders and waterers allow the
pigs to eat and drink whenever they are hungry
or thirsty. Feeders are automatically filled with
a feed ration of corn, soybean meal and protein
supplement for each pen of 20 pigs. “They
have access to water and feed 24 hours a day,
7 days a week as they feel they need it,” said
Kevin. “There are no growth hormones given
to hogs ever – they grow at their own rate.”
Kevin admits that raising hogs indoors
is much better than raising them outdoors.
“Growing up we had pigs outside in huts and
it was a battle to plow a path of snow to get to
the hogs to feed them. We had to boil water in
order to unthaw frozen water lines (so the hogs
had access to water),” he said. ►
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Raising Happy & Healthy Pigs
by Kevin Faivre

• My pigs live in climate-controlled barns with temperatures
ranging from 64 to 74 degrees. Canvas curtains on the
sides of the buildings open and close to allow air flow.
• Pigs are grouped in pens of 20. In each pen, pigs can walk
around, eat feed and drink water whenever they are hungry
and thirsty.
• I perform health checks twice daily. Sick pigs are
separated from the others and put in my hospital pen. If
needed, I give them antibiotics under the supervision of a
veterinarian.
• I clean and sanitize the pens each time my pigs are marketed and
before I get a new group of pigs in.

Healthcare Plan for Pigs

Twice a day Kevin checks his pigs as part of his healthcare management plan.
“I walk through the buildings and make sure all 2,000 pigs are healthy, feeders are
full, and waterers are working.”
If he finds any pigs that have colds, flu or any other disease he removes them
from their pen and places them in what he calls his “hospital pen.” That way he
can give special attention to sick pigs and nurse them back to health.
Under advisement of his local veterinarian and a prescription, he gives his
sick pigs antibiotics in their feed or medicates the water. New FDA regulations
require oversight by a veterinarian with antibiotic usage for livestock. “I only
use antibiotics as needed,” says Kevin. “If the pigs catch a cold or get the flu it’s
important to take care of them.”

This is one of two modern hog barns at Kevin Faivre’s farm. The curtains on the sides
of the building are automated to open and close for air flow. Large fans circulate air and
propane heat keeps the pigs warm.

Checking his automatic temperature
controls, Kevin Faivre sets the barn
temperature at 74 degrees for his young
pigs and 64 degrees for his older pigs.
He monitors the temperature daily.

His healthcare plan involves
keeping records of his pigs’
prescriptions. Once an antibiotic is
given he allows 21-25 days for the
withdrawal period (depending on
the antibiotic) before taking hogs to
market for assurance that the meat is
free of antibiotics and safe.
The 31-year-old pork producer
knows how to keep his pigs happy
with some strict measures he follows.
“I treat them gently, stay calm when
working with them, and I don’t raise
my voice when moving hogs in or
out of the barns. Pigs sense when we
are stressed or upset,” said Kevin.
He also follows rigid biosecurity
practices to avoid spreading diseases.
When he goes to his father’s hog
farm he showers before he goes there
and again once he is back home.
He also wears different boots to
avoid carrying any disease between
the farms. Additionally, he power
washes and sanitizes his barns after
he markets a load of hogs and before
the next group is delivered to his
farm.
“My pigs are some of the best
cared for pigs,” said Kevin, “and I
really enjoy caring for them.” ■
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Around the

FARM
by Paul Taylor

Memories of Winters Past
Remember the winter of 1978-79 or
back even further to the 1930s?
With each snow, I reflect back on
memories of cold and perhaps brutal
winters. The worst I recall as an adult
was the 1978-1979 winter season. I
was farming in southwest Wisconsin
then and busy as can be with winter
care of livestock. Feeder pigs were in
open front buildings and beef cows
were out in a pasture. Well, none
of that turned out to be a good plan
for what was to take place between
early December and late March that
winter.
Like in DeKalb County, blizzards
blasted the countryside of my
neighborhood three weekends
that January. No January thaw, no
snowmelt and no mud were to be
found that winter. Just snow, then
next week more snow, and then the
following week more snow.
I remember I was advised by
my mentor neighbor to buy double
ring, crisscross chains for my chore
tractor which at that time was an
open platform John Deere 4040 with
just a heat-houser for protection. I
also used an open Ford 4000 with a
loader for snow moving. Neither of
those tractors were a problem before
that winter. While they started if
plugged in, that winter they proved
functional, but very cold.
With snow over three feet deep on
the level, getting into the pasture and
Paul Taylor is a fifth generation grain
farmer who grows corn, soybeans
and vegetables in northern DeKalb
County, near Esmond.
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maneuvering to
drop hay stacks
to feed the cows
was a difficult,
daily chore. I
put a piece of
two-inch thick styrofoam insulation on
the platform to help keep my feet from
freezing on the frozen metal.

Our rural road was nearly
impassible with one lane of traffic
between shoulders piled high with
snow pushed up like a tunnel.
I remember vividly the day we
heard a diesel engine running hard,
but moving slowly up the road over
the hill. Then the plume came into
view. Turned out to be the old county
highway department Oshkosh truck
with a rear mounted stationary engine
powering the biggest snow blower I
had seen that wasn’t mounted on the
front of a train. It had been pulled from
storage and prepped for life again.
Here it was blowing snow that seemed
a hundred feet into the blue, still air.
A slow moving Old Faithful geyser of
snow opening our road.
I had heard stories from my parents
and uncles about the weather back in
the “thirties” - 1930s. Of course they
didn’t have all the equipment and
comforts of 1979 or today. Few road
graders with V-plows and wings were
in the townships to push the snow
back like today. At home, frost on the
windows was a given. Frozen water in
the kitchen water bucket was too. And
stories of multiple folk in a small bed
to keep warm was common. Changing
clothes under the covers...who didn’t?

Without electricity yet to most farm
homes, it was literally freezing inside
until the cook stove came to life in
the morning to fill the kitchen with its
radiant heat.
Outside, I can only imagine how
dark those winter trips to and from
the barn for chores were before rural
electrification on those cold, winter
nights. Most of the livestock on
farms today is either inside climatecontrolled buildings or has very good
shelter from inclement weather. We
now enjoy our well insulated farm
homes with thermal windows, propane
heat and snow plows on our pickups
sitting in heated shops.
I pray we will not have another
winter the likes of 1978-79 or the
1930s again soon. Whether we do or
don’t, we have the promise of better
weather coming as the days get longer
with the sun climbing higher overhead
each day.
I recall a quote from a book about
a farm lad whose mother died years
ago during one of those bad winters.
His pain of loss was eased as the
snow melted, the soil warmed and his
mother’s garden came to life again
the next spring. Through our struggles
with nature, winter storms and loss of
loved ones...“the land remembers” and
new life comes again.
From down on the farm, have a
great winter. ■

F

Snow PROVIDES SOIL MOISTURE crops need
to grow. Winter snowfall helps during the growing
season because of the stored moisture that works
its way down into the soil as the snow melts.

No-till farming helps to trap snow and REDUCES
DRIFTING. This allows for more even distribution of
water into the soil as the snow melts.
A layer of snow on winter wheat fields INSULATES
THE DORMANT CROP. Wheat that is not protected
by a blanket of snow can die—known as “winter
kill”—in bitterly cold temperatures.
An old saying about late spring snowfall is that it is
“Poor man’s fertilizer.” Snow CONTAINS TRACE
AMOUNTS OF NITROGEN from the atmosphere.
The nitrogen will act as fertilizer for the next crop.

SNOW
What effect does snow have on farming?

The amount of water in snow varies. A
common rule of thumb is that ten inches of
snow equates to 1 inch of water, or 10:1.
This is true for snow that falls when the
surface temperature is about 30ºF. If ground
temperatures are between 33 and 36 ºF, the
snow is “wetter.” In this case, about 8 inches of
snow can contain 1 inch of water. Wet snow is
often called “heart attack snow” because it is
so heavy to shovel. If the entire atmosphere is
20ºF or colder the ratio may be closer to 30:1,
or 30 inches of snow equaling 1 inch of water.
This snow is lighter, and “drier.”
The USDA Agricultural Research Service
(ARS) studies snow using “low temperature
scanning electron microscopy,” or incredibly
powerful microscopes operated at freezing
temperatures. This allows scientists to predict
the amount of water that will be available to
agriculture from snowpack.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Cyclamen plant
purchased for winter color

Photos courtesy of Bob Lindholm

Coleus grown from a cutting

8

Tulip from bulb forcing procedure

I have to admit to being a big fan of cyclamen plants.
They come in a wide range of colors with some varieties
offering the newer fringed and variegated types.
Barb Lindholm

Connections

Barb Lindholm, University of Illinois Extension
DeKalb County Master Gardener

Winter Color

Bringing the Outdoor Garden Indoors
“The snow is snowing. The wind
is blowing, but we can weather
the storm.”
These words from a popular
holiday song remind us that we
are truly into the winter months. In
January, our beautiful, color-filled
summer gardens are starting to
become a distant memory.
Is it possible to create some of
that summer beauty indoors in the
winter? Absolutely! Let’s explore
trying to bring the outdoors indoors
to help us weather that stormy
weather outside.
The list of indoor plants is massive
and gives us many options of both
flowering and foliage plants to
consider. Plants can be purchased or
brought in from our gardens in the
form of cuttings or potted plants.
A great example of a plant
available for winter purchase is the
cyclamen. I have to admit to being
a big fan of cyclamen plants. They
come in a wide range of colors with
some varieties offering the newer
fringed and variegated types. Look
for healthy blooming plants. Here
is the secret tip for cyclamen: there
should be multiple small flower buds
hiding under the leaves for several
months of future bloom. Cyclamen
prefer bright, indirect light, 60-70
degree temperatures and slightly
moist soil.
Cuttings are a very reasonable way
to create winter color in your home.
It is always so painful to throw out

plants in the fall. Instead, let’s try to
bring some of our favorites indoors.
Try cutting a 4-6 inch portion of a
plant and placing it in a small hole in
moist potting soil. Next, put the plant
and soil in a ziplock bag (instant
mini greenhouse).Your plant should
be rooted and showing new growth
in 2-3 weeks. Plants can also be
brought to the rooting stage in water,
remembering to change the water
every other day. When roots and new
growth have been established, your
seedling is ready to be transplanted
into a pot. Brightly colored coleus is
an example of a good plant for the
cutting procedure.

as hibiscus and larger foliage plants
can be placed on the floor. Smaller
plants can be displayed on plant
stands providing structural interest
as well as floral interest. Indoor
planters and wide windowsills make
great display areas. Let’s not forget
that hanging baskets add another
dimension to your display. Don’t
throw out that beautiful fuchsia that
you have been lovingly caring for
all summer. Bring it in.

Tulips, daffodils, hyacinths and crocus are all bulbs
that are good candidates for bulb forcing for winter color.
Potted flowering plants can also be
brought in for winter color. Smaller
herbs can come inside for an indoor,
winter herb garden.
Tulips, daffodils, hyacinths and
crocus are all bulbs that are good
candidates for bulb forcing for winter
color. Details of care instructions
for the different types of bulbs are
available on the internet.
Indoor plants can be staged in a
variety of ways. A single tulip in a
kitchen window can be a cheerful
sight in the middle of winter. For the
most impact, group plants together
when possible. Bigger plants such

So, let the snow cover the ground
and the winds blow; we will be
inside enjoying our colorful, indoor
flower display.
As for this year, you may need
to create your indoor flower garden
from purchased plants and bulbs.
Next fall, however, as corn and
soybeans are getting ready to be
harvested, you can be harvesting
your own favorite garden plants to
bring indoors.
Happy New Year! ■
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Q: Why do farmers apply livestock manure
on farm fields?

A:

Livestock manure contains nitrogen, phosphorus,
potassium, and other micronutrients beneficial to
improving soils and growing plants.

Gardeners know the secret to tasty and bountiful produce lies within
the soil. Managing soil nutrients, by applying manure or a commercial
fertilizer, is important to growing luscious plants. Some avid gardeners
say, “Nothing beats cow manure!”

Cattle manure is loaded with plant-required nutrients:

Roy Plote is a sixth generation farmer from Leland.
He farms with his brother and brother-in-law raising
beef cattle, corn, soybeans, wheat and hay. Roy and
his wife, Janet, have two sons, Ethan and Avery.

nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, calcium, sulfur, magnesium, and
various micronutrients. Cattle manure is essentially organic matter,
which breaks down over time, and is used to help balance the soil
chemistry. It also helps soil tilth and improves the Cation Exchange Capacity
(CEC) of the soil.
Before there were commercial fertilizers available, farmers used livestock
manure and plants to manage soil nutrients. Alfalfa and clover provided
nitrogen to soils to grow plants such as oats, wheat and corn.

Cattle manure comes in three different forms. The liquid form
is collected into large storage tanks, under the cattle building in a “pit”, or
collected with sand and then separated so the sand can be recycled. The solid
form is found in bed-pack buildings or outside feedlots and usually contains
some added materials like straw, corn or soybean stalks, wood chips, or
corn cobs to help soak up the liquid portion and also provide bedding for the
animals. The natural form would be found in pastures and is commonly referred
to as cowpies.
The liquid and solid forms of manure require equipment to handle the waste
and apply it to fields. A tractor pulls a tank filled with the liquid manure
across the field and manure is injected or knifed into the ground with a tillage
implement. Some farmers use a hose and pump system from their storage
facility to pump out the manure into the ground; they never have to load or haul
the manure with this type of pumping system. The solid form requires a loader
and a manure spreader. The spreader distributes the solid manure over the field.
The solid form can also be composted and sold to homeowners or nurseries.
Applying manure to farm fields can have its issues. Weather dictates when
manure can be applied. If the ground is too wet and manure is applied soil
compaction can occur. Getting manure applied in a timely matter and allowing
it to blend into the soil profile can have an impact on the crop’s planting date.
The other issue with manure application can be odor, depending on the type of
application and prevailing winds.
10
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Manure is a valuable, natural
fertilizer used by livestock
farmers. Livestock manure can be

used instead of or in combination
with commercial fertilizers. Farmers
test their soils to determine the
effectiveness of manure applications
and also to determine if additional
fertilizer is needed. By using manure
from cattle, hogs or other livestock,
farmers spend less on commercial
fertilizers.
In evaluating the value of our
cattle manure my dad would say,
“Spreading manure is like putting
cash in the soil fertility bank,
sometimes you work hard and pay
dearly for it.” Most of the time we
think it is easy and free when cattle
are profitable, but it really is one of
those jobs that someone has to do
and it’s all part of raising livestock.
When cattle margins are thin, then
the value of the manure may be the
bonus that helps balance the farm
books. ■

Why are some animals
raised indoors and others
outdoors?

Are animals kept indoors
forced to grow quickly?

When it comes to animal housing,
farmers have a choice. Their decisions to
use indoor or outdoor housing are impacted
by many factors, from the animal’s
needs, resources available, to climate and
consumer preference. Some farmers choose
indoor housing to protect their animals
from diseases, inclement weather, and even
predators. Additionally, many barns today
have highly technical ventilation systems
that keep them cool during the hot summer
months and warm in the winter, thus
providing animals with the utmost comfort.

No. This is not the reason why a farmer would choose
to raise animals indoors. Indoor housing is beneficial to
protecting animals from weather, bacteria and predators. It also
helps to ensure that animals are receiving a proper, nutritious
and balanced diet.

Others raise their animals outdoors in
order to control insects or to add organic
matter back to the soil. There are many
options for housing, diet and management
practices when raising animals for food.
Farmers make animal care decisions based
on their farm and resources and what is
best for the animals.

How do farmers transport animals
from one farm to another?

It is not true that cattle in feedyards, where beef cattle are
finished on a diet of grass, grains and other feedstuffs, are force
fed. Feedyards do not force cattle to eat. Feedyard cattle have
ample space to roam and the ability to eat from the feed bunk
at their own pace and leisure.
The same goes for hogs. They are kept in pens in climatecontrolled buildings and eat feed and drink water when they
are hungry.

There are many reasons why farm animals might need to
be moved, such as re-stocking, moving from drought areas to
better grazing, change of ownership, or slaughter. Historically,
livestock were moved on foot, but with increasing urbanization
of population and commercialization of animal production,
livestock now are commonly transported by road and by rail
vehicles.
Over the decades, farmers have continued to improve
handling practices. Some new practices can be attributed
to animal welfare advocate Temple Grandin, a professor of
Animal Science at Colorado State University. She works
with farmers and animal experts to develop techniques to
move animals on the farm and also during transportation to
packing facilities. Grandin provides her expertise in designing
structures for herd animals that reduce flight and increase
comfort while keeping herds manageable. ■
Source: U.S. Farmers & Ranchers Alliance,
www.fooddialogues.com.
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Farm Country

“Managing Risks in
Volatile Markets”
Another year of tight margins? What
can farmers do to make a profit?
Marketing experts will share risk
management strategies with area
farmers at First National Bank’s Ag
Seminar on Wednesday, Feb. 8 at the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center
for Agriculture.
“After a year with excellent
production, producers are still under
pressure to reduce costs and profitably
market their crops and livestock,”
says Landon Faivre, Lead Director
of Agribusiness Banking with First
National Bank. “Our 12th Annual Ag
Seminar will focus on the outlook
for agricultural commodities and
marketing strategies to help producers
navigate this period of low margins.”
The Ag Seminar features a keynote
presentation by Mark Gold, Top
Third Ag Marketing, LLC. Marketing
tips will be offered by commodity
panelists Rich Nelson with Allendale,
Chuck Shelby of Risk Management
Commodities, and Mike Zuzolo
with Global Commodity Analytics
& Consulting, under the moderation
of Todd Gleason, WILL farm
broadcaster.

Mark Gold is president and CEO
of Top Third Ag Marketing. He
is a regular guest analyst on U.S.
Farm Report, Ag Day TV, and
Market to Market. He also can
be heard giving grain marketing
commentaries on Ag Web,
Nebraska radio KRVN, and Kansas
radio KRFM.
He will discuss, “Managing
Risk in Volatile Markets” and
share steps on how to become a
better marketer. Gold will explain
why markets do what they do,
how to take advantage of market
opportunities, and leave farmers
with a marketing plan for 2017
crops and livestock.
Gold has extensive trading
experience as a former member of
the Chicago Board of Trade where
he was a pit trader and floor broker.
He has also been a floor trader at
the Chicago Mercantile Exchange,
International Monetary Market,
Sydney Futures Exchange, and the
New Orleans Commodity Exchange
where he served as vice chairman of
the board of directors. He holds an
agricultural economics degree from
the University of Illinois.

Commodity panelists
Rich Nelson, Chuck Shelby and Mike Zuzolo
will offer marketing tips for 2017.
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Mark Gold with Top Third Ag Marketing
is the keynote speaker at the Feb. 8 Ag
Seminar.

Seminar panelists will discuss
supply and demand issues and
their outlook for grain markets.
Rich Nelson is chief strategist
at the commodity research and
brokerage firm of Allendale, Inc.
with headquarters in McHenry,
Ill. Chuck Shelby is president
and CEO of Risk Management
Commodities based in Indiana.
Mike Zuzolo is president and
CEO of Global Commodity
Analytics & Consulting
headquartered out of his home
office in Kansas.
The Ag Seminar, open to all
interested persons, is being
cosponsored by the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau. The
seminar gets underway at 9:45
a.m. and concludes by 3 p.m.
Lunch will be provided at noon.
To make a reservation, call 815754-8090 or email lfaivre@fnni.
com by Feb. 3. ■

Farm Country

Farmers face truck deadlines
Each year holds deadlines that can
be costly if missed, says Illinois Farm
Bureau transportation expert Kevin
Rund.
“There are some deadlines that
farmers need to meet in January,”
said Rund, who spends a lot of time
working on transportation issues.”
Rund advises farmers to stay on the
lookout for these three items:

1. Update your DOT number
– The registration information on all

trucks requiring U.S. Department of
Transportation numbers needs to be
updated every other year and failure
to update could result in deactivation
of that number. However, the update
must happen during a certain month.
To figure out your month, look at the
last two digits in your DOT number.
The last digit reflects the month: 1
for January through 0 for October.
No updates are done in November
or December. The second-to-last
digit in your DOT number reflects
whether your updates are due in even
or odd years.You can also expect a
reminder from the Department of
Transportation approximately two
months before your update is due.

Annual Meeting
Notice
Notice is hereby given that
the Annual Business Meeting
of the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau will be held on Monday,
Feb. 20 at 8 a.m. in the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Center
for Agriculture, Sycamore, IL
to receive reports of the tellers
of election for directors for
the past year; and if approved,
confirm the reports of the
officers for the year ending Dec.
31, 2016 and any other business
that may properly come before
the meeting. ■
Roy Plote, Secretary

Also remember to renew your
vehicle’s registration, if needed.

2. Pay your Unified Carrier
Registration (UCR) fees – The

UCR is a multi-state effort to collect
the dollars that fund the enforcement
of trucking rules. This annual fee, the
amount of which is determined by
how many trucks you own, is always
due on Jan. 1. You can pay either
the Illinois Commerce Commission
or online through the Indiana
Department of Revenue, which
administers the program’s website.
Getting caught on the road without
having paid the fee will bring a
$300 fine.

3. Covered farm vehicle
exemptions – By this year’s spring
planting, Rund hopes to see the
state resolve a Commercial Driver’s

License (CDL) exemption for
covered farm vehicles. Farm vehicles
are exempt from stricter licensing
requirements if they meet these
requirements:
- The vehicle must be owned by a
farmer, family member or employee
- It can only be used to haul that
farmer’s products or inputs
- Not operated in for-hire carriage
- It can only be driven within
150 air miles of the farm if operated
outside Illinois
- It must bear farm plates
- It cannot be required to be
placarded.
Rund is hopeful that soon there
will be a new exemption available
for the farm semi driver that will
allow them to operate their rig
without a CDL. ■

Hueber presents Market Outlook
Dan Hueber and The Hueber
Report team will present a Market
Outlook meeting on Monday, Jan. 30
at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Center for Agriculture.
Area farmers are welcome to attend
the meeting which runs from 7:45
until 11 a.m. and includes breakfast.
Dan Hueber, senior risk analyst for
The Hueber Report, will share his
perspectives and strategies on grain
and livestock markets for 2017.
“We sit in a unique situation in
that world grain production has
experienced several bountiful years
and looking only at supply, it would
Dan Hueber will share his perspectives
appear to most that prices offer little
and strategies at a Market Outlook
meeting Jan. 30.
in the way of improvement,” says
Hueber.
“As the old saying goes though, when everyone is thinking the same way,
no one is thinking and we are of the opinion that we sit on the cusp of a
change for the better. Please join us on the 30th of January as we outline
some of the reasons we may be ready for a renaissance in commodity prices.”
Reservations for the marketing meeting should be made by Jan. 23 at
815-680-5792 or kayln.klotz@cgb.com. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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The DeKalb County Soil Improvement
Association was organized in 1912 in the
former Daily Chronicle building in DeKalb
on a cold winter day in January. Headed
by Henry Parke, the organization consisted
of a group of forward-thinking farmers,
newspapermen, and bankers whose
mission was “To promote more permanent
and more profitable methods of agriculture.”
Before then, Farmers’ Institutes were a
popular way to stay up-to-date with farming
techniques, but not everyone was able to
attend the meetings. Those who did not
attend were at a definite disadvantage from
the knowledge gained at these meetings.
The solution was to hire a soil expert to be
in the employ of the farmers of the county
exclusively and travel to their farms giving
advice to help improve farm production.
The expert would analyze county soils
and advise farmers about what their land
needed. William Eckhardt was hired as the
first Farm Adviser to educate farmers and
help improve their farming practices and
crop production.

First Meeting Place - The DeKalb Daily Chronicle building on Lincoln Highway

in DeKalb was the location of the first meeting to organize the DeKalb County Soil
Improvement Association. Farmers, bankers and newspapermen saw the need to
form the association, circa 1912.

This association eventually evolved into two entities: DeKalb County
Farm Bureau and the DeKalb Agricultural Association (then DEKALB
AgResearch, DEKALB Genetics, DEKALB-Pfizer, and later Monsanto).
The board of directors of the new organization met once a month in
Sycamore, in the Pierce office building (now Sycamore City Centre).
Eckhardt’s first office, where he conducted the day-to-day business, was in
DeKalb on North Third Street, just south of where the Rice Hotel (now NIU
Center for Governmental Studies) was located.
Now 105 years later, the DeKalb County Farm Bureau is still going strong.
Farm Bureau’s mission: “To encourage, promote and foster agriculture
and the social and economic interest of persons engaged in the production
of agricultural products” stays true to the originators’ forward thinking.
Monsanto has become a worldwide leader in agriculture. Empowering
farmers to produce more from
their land is still the main
objective. The original mission
of the DeKalb County Soil
Improvement Association: “To
promote more permanent and
more profitable methods of
agriculture” still rings true today. ■
Information provided
by the Joiner History Room
Farm Seeds & Farm Office Lincoln Watson, a DeKalb farmer, is
shown with a load of legume seeds
in front of the DeKalb County Soil
Improvement office, circa 1915. The
tall house in the background was
replaced by the Rice Hotel.

About the Joiner History Room - Dedicated to Ralph Joiner and his wife Bertha for their efforts in preserving the county’s historical documents, and in memory of
the late Earl Joiner, the Joiner History Room opened to the public on May 4, 1989 at the Sycamore Library. The historical collection was previously located in the basement
of the county courthouse. The Joiner History Room is staffed by volunteers under the direction of Sue Breese and funded by donations and grants. The Joiner History Room
is a cooperative effort of the DeKalb County Board, DeKalb County Finance Office, and county citizens interested in safeguarding their heritage represented by the historical
documents in the collection.
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Food Favorites

Paula’s Onion Beef
Stew with Rice
A combination of beef stew meat, onions,
mushrooms, white wine and a variety of
herbs, this beef stew is best when served
over rice.
Prep Time: 20 to 30 minutes
Cook Time: 2 hours, 30 minutes
Difficulty Rating: Easy

Ingredients

Instructions

2 T butter
2 T flour
2 pounds beef stew meat
2 onions, diced
1-2 carrots, sliced
1 stalk of celery, thinly sliced
2 cloves of garlic, finely minced
1 potato, cubed
1 pound fresh mushrooms, sliced
1 package dry beefy onion soup
6 ounces tomato, chopped
2 T extra virgin olive oil
½ tsp. thyme
½ tsp. rosemary
½ tsp. sage
½ tsp. oregano
½ tsp. basil
1 T parsley, chopped
4 ounces white wine
salt and pepper, to taste
8 ounces rice, cooked

1. Cut butter into flour and combine thoroughly.
2. Place all ingredients in casserole dish or Dutch oven.
3. Cover and bake at 350 degrees for 2½ hours.
No peeking!
Serve over prepared rice.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Antibiotics for Animals: Are They Safe?
What is all the buzz about antibiotics fed to animals?
We get it. People want to know that antibiotics fed to
animals raised for food is safe and they don’t pose a
risk to human health.
Why are antibiotics used on the farm?

Antibiotics are used on farms to treat sick animals
and prevent and control disease. Farmers often work
with veterinarians to build animal health plans, which
include many tools such as vaccination, proper housing,
hygiene and antibiotics. For sick animals, antibiotics
shorten the time an animal is sick. Without an antibiotic
animals may be sick longer, spread the illness, suffer
needlessly or possibly die. Preventing and controlling
the spread of a disease is critical to keeping animals
safe and healthy.

Are the antibiotics used for farm animals safe?

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has a
stringent approval process for veterinary medicines and
antibiotics. In fact, antibiotics for use in animals require
similar testing as those used in humans, with the added
requirement that they must be tested to ensure meat,
poultry, eggs, and milk from the animals given the
medicine will be safe for human consumption.
Farmers and veterinarians have an ethical responsibility to ensure the
proper use of antibiotics on their farms. The oversight of a veterinarian for
all uses of medically important antibiotics is part of the FDA’s Guidance
209, as well as part of farmers’ routine practice through quality-assurance
programs.

How is the livestock industry working to ensure the FDA Guidances
are effective?
Antibiotic resistance is a serious public health threat. Farmers,
veterinarians and medical doctors all have a role to better understand how
to minimize this threat. One major step the agriculture industry is taking is
phasing out the use of antibiotics for growth purposes. Now in effect, FDA
Guidances 209 and 213 make it illegal for antibiotics to be used in feed to
promote growth. The new Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) calls for all
medications used in livestock feed that are deemed medically important to
humans to require the permission of use from a veterinarian.

How does responsible use by farmers help mitigate
antibiotic resistance?

Farmers, veterinarians and animal health experts work together to make
sure they’re using antibiotics responsibly, in order to reduce the chances of
antibiotic resistance forming. Steps taken include:
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• Identifying the illness affecting
the animal by consulting with animal
health experts and veterinarians
when necessary
• Pinpointing the right antibiotic
treatment and dose needed
• Administering the antibiotic
for appropriate amount of time by
following the law and clear label
instructions, as well as following
proper withdrawal periods
• Conducting the right research
to make sure we continue to protect
both animal and human health
• Making the right improvements
for future use, such as phasing
out antibiotics that are medically
important in human medicine
for growth promoting purposes
in livestock and phasing in more
veterinary oversight. ■
Sources: U.S. Farmers & Ranchers Alliance,
www.fooddialogues.com, Federal Drug
Administration Guidances 209 and 213
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Changing Diet
in the New Year
Revision of law ensures responsible use
of antibiotics in livestock feed
With the increasing concern of
antibiotic resistance in both humans
and animals comes a new change to
the livestock industry. Starting this
month, the Veterinary Feed Directive
(VFD) now regulates how antibiotics
used in human medicine can be
administered to animals.
According to Bethany Swine
Services’ veterinarian Dr. Brian
Payne, all medications used in
livestock and poultry feed that are
deemed medically important to
humans will require the permission
of use from a veterinarian. This
permission, similar to a prescription,
is called a Veterinary Feed Directive.
VFD’s have been in use since
2000 but this year’s revision greatly
increases the number of antibiotics
that will require veterinary consent.
Depending on the antibiotic, a
written or electronic VFD will be
viable for three to six months of use.
Malta hog farmer Ed Arndt, was
prepared for the transition. Arndt
stated, “In this line of work you have

“In this line of work you have to constantly adapt to change.
I am always willing to make changes if it benefits my livestock,
the consumer, and the quality of the pork I produce.”
Ed Arndt, Malta Farmer

Farmer Ed Arndt and veterinarian Brian Payne discuss the legal changes to antibiotics in
livestock feed. A farmer-veterinarian relationship is an integral part of feed-to-food production.

to constantly adapt to change. I am always willing to make changes if it benefits
my livestock, the consumer, and the quality of the pork I produce.”
Dr. Payne says that this is a large, but manageable, change for DeKalb County.
Prior to the new legislation Bethany Swine Services
had only a handful of clients with active VFD’s. Now,
they have over 250 client farms with VFD’s throughout
several counties.
When asked how veterinarians are helping producers
transition Payne explained, “We individually notified
our clients and the feed mills that we work with of our
strategy for implementation. Beyond the one-on-one
consultation on feed programs, we also held five seminars
in three states over a three-week period to educate those
that we do not routinely consult with. We have worked
with both the producers and feed distributors on the
implementation.”
“We are proud to work with farmers that aim to produce
quality food to families. Regulations like the Veterinary
Feed Directive are detailed changes but this is why the
U.S. has the safest food supply in the world,” said Dr.
Payne. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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alerie Weberpal likes that her art makes
people happy. “I like that it makes people
laugh and I like that it makes people giggle.”
Her motto is: “I make art. I make smiles.”
Valerie’s whimsical, colorful folk art has been purchased
by people all over the United States and beyond – from the
country of Denmark to the state of California. But locally,
not everyone knows that this country woman creates and
designs art from her Crib studio on the family’s farm.
Some would say it’s the best kept secret on Swanson Road,
northeast of Sycamore. When you drive by the attractive Weberpal farmstead
you notice their traditional white farmhouse, modern shop and sheds, and a
crib. The crib looks like a corn crib, but with windows. Yet this is not your
typical corn crib, it’s been converted into a studio for Valerie.
“I wanted a studio,” said the local artist. “We talked about adding onto our
house or using one of the kid’s rooms now that they are grown and gone. John
kept promising me a studio,” she said. In 2009 her husband John, a farmer/
engineer, decided the crib needed fixing or tearing down. They both agreed it
would make a good studio for Valerie to work in and also to showcase her art.
Once a corn crib, now The Crib is an art studio for Valerie Weberpal, located
on the family farm northeast of Sycamore. Valerie paints, sews, makes
ceramics, greeting cards, and paper mache figures which are on display and
for sale in The Crib.
Photo opposite page: Valerie Weberpal holds her monster creatures, one of her favorite
things to make. Above: The Crib walls provide a backdrop for Valerie’s artwork and
wooden beams showcase paper mache ornaments at Christmas.

The Crib Converted

The 1950s crib had previously been
used to store ear corn – both sides of the
structure were filled with ear corn. And
in overhead bins above, soybeans were
stored.
When the Weberpals purchased
the farm and moved to the farmstead
in 1992 they used the crib to store
soybeans in the overhead bins; it held
about six semi-truck loads of beans,
noted John. A few years ago they no
longer used the crib for grain storage,
but instead continue to use modern-day
grain bins or haul their grain to local
elevators. ►
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Folk Art Paintings & More

Artist Valerie Weberpal enjoys creating folk art paintings at her studio desk in The Crib.

The crib’s elevator, which elevated the beans to the overhead bins, remains
intact. Look up and you will see the chutes which would open up and release
the beans for loading into a truck. Walk around inside and it’s still a crib with
its exposed beams and slatted sides. John power washed all of the original
wooden boards and beams. He replaced a few beams, but most were in good
shape.
The difference between the original
crib and the converted crib is that
windows were added by John to
allow for more light. The Weberpals
also added aluminum siding and
some insulation to make it more
comfortable, especially in the
wintertime. Gyp-Crete floors
(concrete-like but made out of
gypsum) were poured to allow for
in-floor heating. The handyman
that he is, John is now working
on a staircase which leads to the
second level, soon-to-be loft area
for art displays.
The Crib art studio was
completed in the fall of last year. Valerie began
using the Crib to design, create and showcase her artwork. Her first shows
were in October and December. In the future, Valerie has aspirations of
having an open studio for artists, “so the community can come here and enjoy
the space.”
The Crib studio is “a dream come true” for Valerie. When she takes a break
from art she and John enjoy sitting in the overstuffed red chairs and looking
out the window with a spectacular view of the farm. They have also used the
Crib for family gatherings and musical performances by their children.
20
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Valerie considers herself an artist, maker
and designer. She can make just about
anything with her hands. Her trademark
is her unique folk art dolls with darling
animal heads. The black cat dolls which
she sews are the most popular.
One of her favorite things to make is
her monsters, large animal-like creatures.
Initially she created the folk art dolls,
which typically the girls like, and then
later she started making monsters for
young boys. “Some people think that
my dolls and monsters are just for young
boys and girls, but really they are for
everyone,” says Valerie. The same goes
for her colorful and fun paintings that are
designed for all ages.
Valerie holds a bachelor’s degree in Fine
Arts from the University of Illinois, where
she met her husband John, an agriculture
engineering student. They married and
moved from their home towns of Bartlett
and Chicago Heights to rural Sycamore.
At first she put her artistic talents to work
by sewing dolls and clothes for their
children – Hellen, Francie and Henry.
Now she sews women’s clothing, hats and
mittens, handbags and pillows, among
other things. ►

With a fondness for fabrics, Valerie repurposes wool in her line of women’s clothing.

“I’m a homebody and like doing all
sorts of stuff,” said Valerie. In the Crib
studio she creates acrylic paintings,
greeting cards, an assortment of
ceramic pieces, and paper mache
figures.
Using a variety of agricultural
products, she repurposes wool,
cotton and other fabric for her
sewn items. She recycles old
newspapers for paper mache and
cards. Valerie even came up
with the idea to turn corn cobs
into ornaments last fall. She
finds satisfaction in “taking
nothing and making it into
something.”
Valerie travels to about six folk art and other shows
each year to sell her artwork. Her company is called Harvest Moon and her
trademark is HM Designs. When folk art was especially popular about 15
years ago she could hardly keep up with sales. Now the market has softened
and social media’s virtual bulletin board has had an impact.

The Crib Studio

16521 Swanson Rd., Sycamore
Open by appointment
Follow Valerie on facebook:
harvestmoondesigns or thecribinsycamore

Valerie and John Weberpal like the results of
their converted corn crib. With his carpentry
skills, John turned the crib into an art studio
for Valerie.

“We need to reach millennials
and help them appreciate unique,
original art, instead of mass produced
pieces,” said Valerie. “When people
pay for handmade art, they get
everything that comes with it – not
just the talent of the artist, but a part
of the artist as well.”
The Sycamore artist plans to keep
on creating. “I like to do just about
everything (involving art). When it
comes to art, my attitude is, I can!”
Valerie calls herself “compulsive”
because she always needs to be
creating something new. “I need it,
it’s my thing. I am happiest when I’m
doing any type of art.”
What doesn’t she do? “I don’t drive
tractors! I married the farmer not the
farm,” she says with a smile. ■

email: harvestmoon00@gmail.com
www.ValerieHarvestMoon.com

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Gifts to the Foundation for Agriculture are used “to
broaden awareness and understanding of agriculture
through outreach and education.”

Here’s what Foundation Directors say:
“I applaud the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation scholarship program
and the generous donors who have made this important investment in our future.
The scholarships benefit the children and grandchildren of DeKalb County Farm
Bureau members and further the goals of Farm Bureau. Our son, Greg, was
a recipient of Farm Bureau scholarships to support his degree in crop science
at the University of Illinois. The scholarships reduced the financial pressure
of college expenses and allowed Greg to focus on his studies and engage in
leadership development. Thus, the scholarships not only support the financial
costs but also enhance the quality of the college experience. As chair of the
scholarship committee, I am proud of the 22 students who received scholarships
this year. They have set high goals for themselves and we should all take pride
in the fact that the Farm Bureau scholarships will help them reach these goals.”
Mary Pritchard, Hinckley

Students benefit from Foundation Scholarships.
Scholarship chair Mary Pritchard is pictured with Jacob
Morsch and Lindsey Cowan at Hinckley Big-Rock.

“It was a real joy to give books to school libraries on behalf of the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau Foundation for Agriculture. The librarians and teachers are so appreciative to get
new books that tell the story of how agriculture affects each and every one of us and are
grade-appropriate. The students also are excited to read new stories that directly influence
their daily lives. It’s good for us to give real facts about the quality of our food products and
the efficiency with which our farmers and processors put food on the grocery store shelves.
Jack Goodrich reviews one of the ag
books donated to school libraries from the
Foundation. He is shown with Zane Kustes
at Indian Creek Elementary.

“The mission of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture is ‘to
broaden awareness and understanding of agriculture through outreach and education.’ Ken
Stoddard loved to work, and he loved to farm. Growing up in the Great Depression, Dad
gave up the chance at a college education, to go to work on the farm and help provide
for his father and mother and brothers and sisters. I don’t think he ever regretted that
decision; he loved the land and working with family on the farm. He held two elected
offices - he was a school board member and a drainage district commissioner. He would
really appreciate that his family recognized the great loves of his life - family, agriculture
and education, and memorialized him with a donation that, through the Foundation and
its programs, continues ‘to broaden awareness and understanding of agriculture through
outreach and education.’ ”
Jim Stoddard, Sycamore

Jack Goodrich, DeKalb

A gift to the Foundation memorialized Ken
Stoddard and his loves – family, agriculture
and education. Ken is shown with grandsons
Brad and Steve Stoddard.

To give a gift to the Foundation, contact Mariam Wassmann,
Foundation Administrator, 1350 W. Prairie Dr., Sycamore, IL 60178, 815-756-6361.
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Commercial Banker.
United Way Volunteer.
Momentum Maker.
Sheela Prahlad is committed to building momentum for her clients and her community. A lifelong resident of
DeKalb, she brings 29 years of local knowledge and expertise to area businesses. And a dedication to helping
others through her volunteer leadership at the Kishwaukee United Way. Contact Sheela for your business
banking needs at 815.593.7049 or Sheela.Prahlad@FirstMidwest.com.

Commercial | Wealth | Consumer
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Trips

Experience American Girl Place
Join Farm Bureau on a Spring
Break trip to American Girl
Place in Chicago!
American Girl has ignited
the strength inherent in all girls
by developing products and
experiences that help them reach
their full potential. Through
inspiring dolls, books and crafts
that spark a girl’s imagination and
creativity, to products and advice
that give her the confidence to be
her best self, American Girl has
earned the loyalty of millions of
girls and the praise and trust of
parents.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau has
arranged a day trip to American
Girl Place in Chicago on Saturday,
March 25. The trip is open to Farm
Bureau families with space limited
to one motorcoach.

The motorcoach will depart from the Farm Bureau building
at 8:30 a.m. with estimated arrival at American Girl at 10
a.m. There will be plenty of time
for shopping before and after
lunch.
Lunch has been arranged in
the American Girl Café with
a variety of food options to
order off the menu. Lunch items
are especially appealing to
young girls and other family
members. And don’t forget to
bring your American Girl doll
for this dining experience.
After lunch, reservations can be
made for appointments in the hair salon for American Girl dolls. When you
register for the trip please indicate if you want to pre-arrange a hair appointment
for 12:20, 12:40 or 1 p.m.
You will be on your own for shopping at the store and also may want to shop at
Water Tower Place, where American Girl is located, on Michigan Avenue. Right
next door to American Girl is the Lego store in the mall. Shop until 3 p.m. and
then get back on the motorcoach to return to Sycamore.
Cost of this day trip is $50 per person and includes motorcoach transportation
and lunch at American Girl.
Registration is currently being accepted at the Farm Bureau office. Stop by and
reserve your spot or call 815-756-6361 and pay with a credit card. ■

George Strait Tribute
comes to White Pines

Back by popular demand and direct from Branson, Gordy and
Debbie pay tribute to living legend George Strait at White Pines Theater.

You’ll hear some of George’s
biggest hits and see wonderful video
presentations with some of his songs,
plus hear female country artists that
have opened for George Strait.
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You’ll hear some of George’s biggest hits and see wonderful video
presentations with some of his songs, plus hear female country artists that
have opened for George Strait.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau has reserved seats for The George Strait
country musical show on Wednesday, April 5 at White Pines in Oregon.
Gordy Wensel and Debbie Kaye are from Branson, MO. They each have
spent the last 25 years in the entertainment industry. They first met in
2005 and by 2006 their love for music and each other grew into a husband
and wife singing duo. They currently perform A Tribute to George Strait
Dinner Show at Jackie B. Goode’s Uptown Cafe in Branson.
Registration for this day trip opens on Monday, Feb. 6 at 11 a.m. in
the Farm Bureau lobby, in conjunction with the monthly Prime Timers
luncheon. Cost is $57 for members, $67 for guests. Price includes
the George Strait show and lunch at White Pines, and motorcoach
transportation. ■

Programs

Alexander Hamilton:

The American Rags to Riches Story
“Man is a reasoning rather
than a reasonable animal.”
Alexander Hamilton

Terry Lynch portrays Alexander Hamilton
on Feb. 6 at Farm Bureau.

Alexander Hamilton was born
in the Caribbean and abandoned
as a child. How did these humble
beginnings plant the seeds of
opportunity for this founding
father? Ironically, he in turn created
opportunities for others by helping
to create a government he could
never run as president.
Learn about Alexander Hamilton
in a historic portrayal by Terry
Lynch at the Feb. 6 Prime Timers
program. Lynch, an actor and

historian, returns to Farm Bureau for
another fine performance, sharing the
storied life of one of the founding
fathers of our country.
Hamilton was an American
statesman who founded the Federalist
Party. As the first Secretary of the
Treasury, he was the main author of
the economic policies of the George
Washington administration.
The Feb. 6 program is scheduled for
1 p.m. in the Farm Bureau Theater.
Lunch precedes the program at
12-noon. To register, contact the Farm
Bureau office, and pay the $7 lunch
fee by Jan. 31. ■

Pianist Jim Hendricks performs
Don’t miss this spectacular performance!
Jim Hendricks grabbed the attention of musicians and family members
as a young child with the uncanny ability to play anything he heard on
records and memorize any printed music that came across the piano.
While still in grammer school, Hendricks was able to transcribe by
ear complex harmonies and melodies – without the use of a piano. He
continued intensive musical studies and was considered a professional as
a teenager.
Hendricks will perform at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau on
Monday, March 6. His musical program begins at 1 p.m. in the Farm
Bureau Theater. All Farm Bureau members are welcome to attend.
Prior to this program, Farm Bureau Prime Timers (members 55+
years) will have lunch at 12-noon in the Farm Bureau Auditorium.
Lunch fee is $7 and should be paid in advance, by Feb. 28.
Through the years, Hendricks has performed with many legendary
pianists and competed in numerous international piano competitions.
He was on tour with the Glenn Miller Orchestra when he felt a strong
call from the Lord to use his musical gifts in Christian ministry. He has
performed more than 1,300 Christian piano concerts in churches all
across the country.
On March 6, Hendricks will perform, “America’s Favorite Songs”
featuring the music of George Gershwin, Cole Porter, Irving Berlin, and
Duke Ellington.
For more information and to register for lunch contact the Farm
Bureau office. ■

Jim Hendricks will entertain members with
“America’s Favorite Songs” on Monday, March 6.
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Scholarships

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
scholarships now available
The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation announces the availability
of application forms for its Senior Scholarships. The Foundation will grant
scholarships to deserving high school seniors pursuing a college education.

Jenna Baker was one of the 2016
recipients of the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau Senior Scholarship. Jenna is
a freshman at the University of Illinois
studying agriculture education.

DeKalb County SWCD
Simonson Scholarship
One $1,000 scholarship will be
awarded to a DeKalb County high
school graduating senior interested
in or intending to pursue a career in
agriculture, the environment, or land
use.
The DeKalb County Soil &
Water Conservation District
(SWCD) Simonson Scholarship
was established to recognize the
Simonson family’s commitment
in support of agriculture, the
environment, and in the promotion of
sound land use practices.
Applicant must be a DeKalb
County high school senior and
enrolled as a full-time freshman at a
college/university.
Application deadline is Monday,
April 13.
For application information contact
the DeKalb County Soil & Water
Conservation District, 815-756-3234,
ext. 3, or www.swcdekalbil.org.
Applications must be submitted to
the SWCD office located in the Farm
Bureau Building. ■
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High school seniors who will be attending a two or four-year college, university
or vocational/technical school in the fall of 2017 are eligible to apply. Students’
families must have been a member in good standing of the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau continuously since Jan. 1, 2015.
Scholarship selection is based on academics, leadership, and community service.
The scholarship award is for a total of $1,200 for the freshman year of college.
The application form may be downloaded from the Farm Bureau website at
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org/scholarship-application/. Save the document
to your computer, fill it out electronically, print a copy and mail or deliver the
completed form, along with all necessary attachments, to the Farm Bureau.
The application cannot be submitted electronically. Application forms are also
available through the Farm Bureau office or from school guidance counselors.
The application is due by Friday, March 10. ■

First Choice Ag Scholarships

1st Farm Credit Services is offering 24, $1,500 scholarships to graduating
high school seniors to further their education in an agriculture or rural liferelated field of study.
The First Choice Agriculture Scholarship is for graduating high school
seniors who have been accepted into an agriculture or agriculture-related
curriculum at a university, college or community college and either reside or
attend high school within 1st Farm Credit Services’ service territory.
Agriculture-related fields include those that would contribute to the quality
of rural life for people living in rural areas, or for those who want to return to
a rural area to work in any field.
Selection will be based on a combination of academic achievement,
community and agricultural youth organization involvement and brief essays.
Applicants will be judged by a panel of independent agribusiness, education,
youth and farm organization leaders.
Qualifying students may obtain an application online at
www.1stfarmcredit.com or through a local 1st Farm Credit Services office.
The deadline to apply is Wednesday, Feb. 15. ■

John Buck Memorial Scholarship

Applications are now being accepted for the John Buck Memorial
Scholarship. High school students in Kane, DeKalb, McHenry, Boone, Lake,
DuPage or Will County are eligible to apply.
John Buck was the founder of Buck Brothers, Inc. and J.W. Turf, dealers
and distributors of John Deere farm equipment and golf course maintenance
equipment. In recognition of Buck’s passion for agriculture and golf, a
memorial scholarship for agriculture students was established.
Applications for the John Buck Memorial Scholarship are available on the
Kane County Farm Bureau website at www.kanecfb.com, through the local
county Farm Bureau offices, at Buck Brothers, Inc. or J.W. Turf in Hampshire.
The application deadline is Wednesday, Feb. 15. ■

IAA Scholarships support ag students
Agriculture students and Illinois
Farm Bureau® (IFB) members and
their children are encouraged to
apply for 71 college scholarships
offered by the IAA
Foundation, Illinois Farm
Bureau’s charitable arm.
The scholarships,
ranging from $1,000
to $7,500 per year,
will be awarded in total
of $143,400 for the
2017-2018 school year.
“We are pleased to help
students through our growing
scholarship program,” said Susan
Moore, director, IAA Foundation.
“It is a great privilege to support
the next generation of leaders, and
encourage continuing education in
agricultural fields.”
Students may apply for a variety
of scholarships, including three IAA
Foundation Top Scholarships, where
winners will each receive $5,000
awards. Another $7,500 award goes
to the Illinois Farm Bureau Legacy
of Leadership scholarship winner.
In addition to family scholarships
often established to honor the

memory of a loved one, the IAA
Foundation offers scholarships on
behalf of organizations such as
Prairie Farms Dairy and the Illinois
Soybean Association.
All applicants must
be high school seniors
accepted for enrollment,
or students already
enrolled at an accredited
college, university or
community college.
Scholarships
are awarded for
exceptional academic
ability, leadership and financial
need. Previous winners of an IAA
Foundation scholarship are eligible
to apply again.
A full listing of available
scholarships, eligibility guidelines,
and application documents are
available at the Foundation website,
www.iaafoundation.org.
Completed applications must be
submitted online by Wednesday,
Feb. 1.
For more information, contact
your county Farm Bureau, the IAA
Foundation at 309-557-2230, or

CHS Elburn Scholarship

CHS Elburn announces the offering of local scholarships for college students.
Scholarships will be available to family members of current CHS Elburn
customers or employees.
The CHS Elburn Scholarship Fund was created as a lasting memory to the
legacy created by Elburn Cooperative and to support the communities that help
strengthen the cooperative. Scholarships are funded with retained earnings
of Elburn Cooperative through an endowment with the DeKalb County
Community Foundation.
Graduating high school seniors or a student currently enrolled as an
undergraduate in an accredited college or university are eligible to apply for
these scholarships. Students may pursue a degree in any field of study, although
preference may be given to those in agriculture-related fields of study.
For more information on the eligibility criteria, application process, and
deadline to apply for the CHS Elburn Scholarship go to www.dekalbccf.org.
In addition to the local scholarship, CHS Inc. Foundation awards
scholarships. To learn more about the CHS Foundation scholarship go to www.
chsinc.com/stewardship. ■

Scholarships

e-mail Susan Moore, director, IAA
Foundation, at smoore@ilfb.org.
The mission of the IAA
Foundation, Illinois Farm Bureau’s
charitable arm, is to fund education,
research, and charitable activities
that benefit Illinois farm families and
agriculture. ■

Leopold
Scholarship
The Leopold Education
Project Scholarship provides
scholarships to college students
studying in a natural resource
field such as conservation, fish
or wildlife biology, botany,
conservation education,
ecology, foresty, soils, pollution
control, or water quality.
The $1,000 scholarship is
open to students in northern
Illinois from the counties of
DeKalb, Boone, Cook, DuPage,
Kane, Lake, McHenry, Will and
Winnebago. Applicant must
be attending or enrolled at a
two-year or four-year college.
Selection is based
upon academic record, a
demonstrated commitment to
natural resource conservation
activities, honors, work
experience, statement of
educational and career goals,
and natural resource oriented
community service.
To apply, download
the scholarship at www.
swcdekalbil.org and mail to
the Boone County Soil & Water
Conservation District.
Applications are due by
Wednesday, Feb. 15.
For more information contact
the Boone County SWCD
office, 815-544-2677. ■
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Family Health

Is Winter Bad for Your Heart?

From KishHealth System, part of Northwestern Medicine

Cold temperatures, stress, and
changes in routine can all put
strain on the cardiovascular
system. Be mindful of ways to
minimize your risk.
During the winter months, heart
health takes a turn for the worse.
Even in warm climates, the number
of fatal heart attacks rises this time of
year, as do people’s heart rates. High
blood pressure is also more common
in the winter months.
While you can’t reduce all of your
risks for heart disease, you can make
good decisions that help keep your
heart safe this winter.

Everything in Moderation

If the snow is falling where you
are, you may be tempted to grab
a shovel and get to work clearing
paths. Remember to take it easy if
you aren’t regularly physically active.
Shoveling snow can be very hard
on your heart. As cold temperatures
force your body to work harder to
stay warm, this activity can cause
more harm than good.
If you have had a heart attack
before, have heart disease, are
typically not active, smoke, or have
high blood pressure or cholesterol,
you may want to skip snow
shoveling. If you can’t, avoid doing
the chore first thing in the morning.
That’s when blood is most prone
to clotting, and clots lead to heart
attacks and strokes.

Don’t forget to stretch and warm
up before you shovel snow. And
remember to stay hydrated and take
breaks. Split the work with loved
ones if you can.

Stick to Routine

Stay active at the gym or carefully
enjoy outdoor activities. Keep taking
your medications as prescribed by
your doctor. If you have to take a pill
at the same time every day, set an
alarm so you don’t forget.
Make a point of getting enough
sleep. According to the National
Sleep Foundation, sleep deprivation

Need a cardiologist? Northwestern Medicine Regional Medical

Group’s cardiologists Christopher J. Berry, MD, and Jacob Stephen, MD,
are accepting patients at KishHealth Physician Group – DeKalb.
Please call 815-758-8671 for an appointment. For more information
about KishHealth System, part of Northwestern Medicine, visit
kishhealth.org or nm.org.
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can irritate conditions that
lead to heart disease, including
inflammation and high blood
pressure. And getting fewer than six
hours of sleep a night was linked to
increased risk of heart attack and
stroke in people older than age 45.

Chill Out

If the season has you frazzled,
try to take the time to soothe
your nerves. Stress is another
contributing risk factor for heart
disease.
Make time to reboot and
recharge. Try meditation and
breathing exercises. Consider
taking up a soothing hobby, such
as knitting or coloring, to help you
relax and de-stress.
With the right steps, you can help
keep your heart healthy this winter
and for many winters to come. ■

with your Farm Bureau Membership
Check out these exclusive member-only savings:
Beltone – 20% off on Hearing Services

Whether you are sharing stories with the grandkids or listening to your favorite ball game, you don’t want
hearing loss to slow you down. With your Farm Bureau membership you receive a 20% discount on hearing
services from Beltone. Simply show your membership card to start saving.
• Free hearing screening
• Available to immediate family members
• Find a location near you by calling 1-800-BELTONE.

LASIK – Up to 45% with QualSight

As an Illinois Farm Bureau member, you now have access to savings on the nation’s most popular and
successful elective procedure – LASIK eye surgery! Farm Bureau has partnered with QualSight to bring
members a savings up to 45% off the national average price for traditional LASIK.
For more information, call 1-866-977-3012 or visit www.QualSight.com/-ILFB.

Peace of Mind Alert – Protect your loved ones with a push of a button.

Farm Bureau members receive one free month of monitoring. Peace of Mind works with all phone lines:
standard, DSL, internet/cable and VOIP. It provides waterproof button functions, is monitored 24/7, 365 days
a year. There is no contract required and no initial fee. Call 1-855-872-8404 for more information.

Eye Care – Up to 30% off Eye Glasses

With EyeBenefits, you and your family can purchase eyewear and receive up to 30% off regular retail
prices. There are no forms or claims to fill out. The discount begins immediately and includes the entire
family. Save $5 on an eye examination, save $5 on contact lens examination, and save up to 30% on eye
glass frames and lenses.
Local eye care providers offering these discounts include: All About Eyes in DeKalb, 815-754-2020;
Advanced Family Eyecare Center in Sycamore, 815-899-2020; and Spex Express in Sycamore, 815-758-1039.
Call the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361,
to learn more about your membership benefits or visit www.ilfb.org/member. ■

Save on movie tickets at newly remodeled theater
Buy discount movie tickets from Farm Bureau and save money!
And that’s not all! Enjoy the newly remodeled Market Square 10 Theater which now
provides lounge-chair seating and offers a variety of hot foods in their concession area - to go
with that buttery popcorn.
Discount movie tickets can be purchased for $8 each, a savings of up to $1.75 per ticket on
evening shows at Market Square 10 of Carmike Cinemas, located near Wal-Mart in DeKalb.
Stop by the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office to purchase movie tickets. ■
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Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

Scoop of love

“I didn’t feel like walking all the way back to the shed, so I used the shovel
out of your car to finish clearing the driveway,” my husband said, after a
recent snowfall.
My response apparently sounded sharper than it should have. “Did you put
it back?”
“Yes, honey, I did. Jeez, it’s just a shovel.”
I stifled my retort, because he had a point. Why was I so sensitive about a
silly snow shovel?
I had to think about it for a while. What I realized is that it’s NOT just a
shovel.
It’s also not a snow shovel, as my husband had informed me in a previous
conversation. It’s a scoop shovel. “Whatever,” was my response. If I’m stuck
in a snowbank, it’s gonna work better to clear snow from around my tires
than those wide flat plastic things you use to push snow off the driveway.
I was a junior in college before I had my own car. It was a cream-colored
Dodge Aries station wagon bequeathed upon me when my parents upgraded
to a Chevy Celebrity. I can’t remember exactly when Dad gave me my
own shovel to carry in the cargo area. But a good guess would be before I
returned to school after Thanksgiving break.
I also can’t
remember where he
It was during one of those pre-departure car
bought it, but it’s
checks that he placed the snow shovel in the
likely the shovel
came from Farm &
back. He showed it to me before I left. “Just
Fleet. I can imagine
in case you ever get stuck,” he said.
Dad looking at all the
shovels on display,
peering at the price tags, hefting one or two to gauge their durability. He
chose one with a sturdy wooden handle and heavy aluminum blade.
Then, lest anyone be confused as to its ownership, Dad used his
woodburning tool to boldly inscribe my name on the wooden handle before
he put it in my car. Knowing my dad, he wanted to make sure any lesserprepared college student who borrowed it knew exactly who to give it back
to. To me, this has always been the most important feature of the shovel. My
name is engraved on it. This is MY shovel; MY dad made sure of it, thank
you very much.
Whenever I was about ready to return to school, Dad would check my
tires, top off the oil and other fluids, and generally look over the vehicle. It
was during one of those pre-departure car checks that he placed the snow
shovel in the back. He showed it to me before I left. “Just in case you ever
get stuck,” he said.
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Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordinator.
Follow her Stray Kernels blog at www.
straykernels.wordpress.com.

I’ve carried that shovel every
winter since. It still has my maiden
name on it. It still gives me a sense
of security. It’s not just a shovel. It’s
a sign of how much Dad cared and
still cares. When he gave it to me I
was going off on my own, into the
slippery cold world, and he couldn’t
be there to remind me to pump the
brakes and steer into a skid. So he
did the next best thing, and gave me
a shovel so I could dig myself out if
needed.
My shovel has been used many
times over the years for various jobs
around the yard (including, to my
wrath, to scoop up “dog logs” once
while I wasn’t looking). So far, I’ve
never needed it to dig myself out of
a snowdrift. I’ve started to imagine
that if I carry it faithfully, like a
winter good luck charm, I never will.
It’s not just a shovel. It’s a symbol.
Thanks, Dad. ■

Ag Literacy

Students Explore STEM Careers
Fifth grade classroom presentations highlight many career paths

It’s never too soon to start learning
about careers. This year, 518 students
experienced “Exploring STEM
Careers in Agriculture” lessons
conducted in fifth grade classrooms
around the county.
During the presentation, students
investigated a wide variety of farm
and non-farm jobs. Each student
examined a photo and description
of a career to answer questions
about what areas of STEM (science,
technology, engineering, and math)
the career might involve, why the
career is important to society, and
whether or not they thought they
would enjoy working in that job.
The fifth graders had the
opportunity to share what they had
learned about each agricultural
career. The students also practiced
this new knowledge by playing
STEM Career Bingo.
The presentations were delivered
by volunteers with various careers
in agriculture, including soil

State Representative Bob Pritchard spoke to fifth graders at Jefferson Elementary
school about the variety of careers in agriculture.

conservation, seed production
management, finance, logistics,
insurance, public policy, and farm
management.
Volunteer presenters for the

program included Landon Faivre,
Marc Giovannini, Dean Johnson,
Eric Lawler, Kevin McArtor, Bob
Pritchard, A.J. Vosika, and Beth
White. ■

Help us grow young minds!
Do you have a background in farming or experience in agriculture? Do you wish
kids had a better understanding of what happens on a modern farm? You can help!
Volunteers are needed to present Ag in the Classroom (AITC) lessons in 140-150
DeKalb County elementary classrooms in February. AITC volunteer training will
take place at Farm Bureau on Thursday, Jan. 26 at 6:30 p.m.
The training will cover four lessons:
1st grade – More Than a Seed: Students plant
corn and soybean seeds and learn why farmers
grow these crops.
2nd grade – From Cow to Ice Cream: Students
learn about dairy farming and make ice cream.
3rd grade – It’s an Earful: Students learn about
different kinds of corn and how they’re used.
4th grade – Mapping Illinois Agriculture:
Students learn about products from Illinois
agriculture and identify ag-related sites across
the state.

Contact Rhodora at rcollins@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or 815756-6361 if you are interested.
RSVP recommended, but not
required.
Between 145-150 teachers
request Ag in the Classroom
presentations each year,
reaching over 3,300-3,500
area students. Help us reach
these young minds! ■

Ag in the Classroom volunteers practice
making ice cream during last year’s
volunteer training event. This year’s
training will take place on Thursday,
Jan. 26 at 6:30 p.m.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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See John Deere portrayed
You have been invited to a private
board meeting and celebration
of John Deere & Company. The
founder of the company is retiring
and handing the plow to his son
Charles.
John Deere reflects on the history
of his self-scouring plows, shares
some of his personal struggles, and
then turns to the future and the great
changes in agriculture that he foresees
in the vision of his son, who is about
to transform the company and the
future of farming.

Lamb Buffet
in February
The DeKalb County Lamb
& Wool Producers will hold
their annual Lamb Buffet on
Saturday, Feb. 4 at the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau. The
buffet is open to the public
and begins at 5:30 p.m. with
a catered lamb meal by 5 B’s
Catering.
Tickets are $15 for adults
and $8 for youth (5-12 years).
Children four and under are
free. Tickets may be purchased
at the Farm Bureau office by
Jan. 30.
Following the buffet, the
Lamb & Wool Producers will
conduct their annual meeting for
members. The business meeting
will include the election of
directors, organization reports
and recognition and award
presentations.
Lamb & Wool Producer
members are urged to mail in
their reservation form along
with $30 family dues and buffet
meal reservations by the Jan. 30
deadline. ■
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Historian, author, and actor Brian
“Fox” Ellis, in character as John
Deere, will cover a century of
agricultural history and then lead a
discussion on the future of farming.
Raising issues such the pros and cons
of agriculture versus agribusiness,
the roles of technology and
mechanization, and the significance
of small family farms, centennial
farms, and community-supported
agriculture, this program promises
to engage the audience in a complex
conversation about the directions that
our ongoing efforts to feed the world
might take.
Turning the conventional questionand-answer session format on its
head, a substantial portion of this
presentation will consist of John
Deere asking the members of the
audience questions about their family
roots in agriculture and where they
think the future will lead us.
Enjoy this presentation as part of
the Sycamore History Museum’s
annual Winter Fundraiser on Friday,
Feb. 17 at St. Mary’s Memorial
Hall in Sycamore. The evening
will include the presentation, silent
auction, and desserts. Tickets are $20
and are available on-line at https://
dekalbcountytickets.ticketforce.
com/eventperformances.asp?evt=15

Brian “Fox” Ellis portrays John Deere in
this historical account of the man who
invented the steel plow on Feb. 17 in
Sycamore. The presentation is part of
Sycamore History Museum’s Winter
Fundraiser.

or in-person at the Sycamore History
Museum and the Sycamore Chamber
of Commerce.
For more information call 815895-5762 or visit sycamorehistory.
org. This event is sponsored by First
Midwest Bank. ■

Weather Spotter Training in DeKalb

NIU Weather, the NIU American Meteorological Society, the NIU
Department of Public Safety, and the City of DeKalb Police Department are
co-sponsoring the annual National Weather Service Weather Spotter Training
course on Tuesday, Feb. 21 starting at 7 p.m.
The course, which is free and open to the public, is conducted by the National
Weather Service to train weather spotters. Locally trained weather spotters are
needed to assist with severe weather warnings.
According to Gilbert Sebenste, NIU staff meteorologist, the training should
last about two hours. It will be held at the DeKalb Police Department, 700 W.
Lincoln Highway, DeKalb.
Since space is limited, reservations are recommended. Contact Commander
Jason Leverton by e-mail: jleverton@cityofdekalb.com. Walk-ins will be
welcome, but those who RSVP will be guaranteed a seat. Last year’s class was
a full house! Refreshments and pastries will be provided. ■

Share Your Snaps
Share Your Snaps is a themed,
seasonal photo competition that
allows you to snap, share and
send your favorite photos to the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
These photos will be posted on
our Facebook page weekly. The
photo that has the most “likes”
will be published in the following
Connections magazine.
This season’s theme is:

Winter

The last day of this contest is
Jan. 31. Watch for the winning
photo in the February issue of
Connections magazine!
Contestants agree that the final
judgment as to all matters of
the contest and interpretation
of contest rules are at the sole
discretion of the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Photo Contest

Here is what
you need to do...
1. Photo contest is open to local,
amateur photographers.
2. Take photographs that capture the
season! Examples include snowcovered fields, kids sledding, holiday
traditions, and more.
3. Make sure your camera or
Smartphone is set to the highest resolution for quality and your
photo is sent at its original size. The submitted photo must be the
photographer’s original work.
4. Email your pictures to aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org
with a brief description of the photo and the story behind it.
5. Log on to Facebook and follow the DeKalb County Farm Bureau page
at www.facebook.com/DeKalbCountyFarmBureau.
6. Watch for your pictures to be posted on Farm Bureau’s Facebook
page.
7. Click “like” on the photo you enjoy most, and share it with family and
friends. ■
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Center for
Agriculture News

USDA makes it easier to transfer land to next generation
New this year, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
(USDA) will offer an early
termination opportunity for
certain Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) contracts, making
it easier to transfer property to
the next generation of farmers,
including family members.
The land that is eligible for the
early termination is among the
least environmentally sensitive
land enrolled in CRP.
This change to the CRP
program is just one of many that
USDA has implemented based on
recommendations from the Land
Tenure Advisory Subcommittee
formed by Agriculture Secretary
Tom Vilsack in 2015.
Normally if a landowner
terminates a CRP contract
early, they are required to repay
all previous payments plus
interest. The new policy waives
this repayment if the land is
transferred to a beginning farmer
through a sale or lease with an
option to buy.
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With CRP enrollment close to the congressionally-mandated cap
of 24 million acres, the early termination will also allow USDA to
enroll other land with higher conservation value elsewhere.
Acres terminated early from CRP under these land tenure
provisions will be eligible for priority enrollment consideration
into the CRP Grasslands, if eligible; or the Conservation Stewardship Program or
Environmental Quality Incentives Program, as determined by the Natural Resources
Conservation Service.
According to the Tenure, Ownership and Transition of Agricultural Land survey,
conducted by USDA in 2014, U.S. farmland owners expect to transfer 93 million acres
to new ownership during 2015-2019. This represents 10 percent of all farmland across
the nation.
For more information about CRP and to find out if your acreage is eligible for early
contract termination, contact DeKalb County FSA Office at 815-756-3234 ext. 2. ■

Gardener’s Pathway Workshop held

The University of Illinois Extension DeKalb
County Master Gardeners is once again hosting
the 2017 Gardener’s Pathway, on Saturday Feb. 25, 7:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. at the
Kishwaukee College Conference Center.
Advanced registration is required by Feb. 20.
Speakers are Mark Dwyer, Director of Horticulture at the Rotary Botanical Gardens
in Janesville, Wis, and B.J. Miller, Production Supervisor at Bright Farms. Also,
choose from a selection of 18 workshops.
Workshop fee is $60 and includes refreshments, lunch, a welcome bag and selected
handouts.
To register for the Gardener’s Pathway, obtain a registration form from the
Extension office or go online to the U of I Extension website http://web.extension.
illinois.edu/bdo/. ■

Celebrating 70 Years of Conservation
The DeKalb County Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) is
celebrating 70 years of service to the
citizens of DeKalb County. Over the
next few months we will be reviewing
the history of this organization to
recognize the impacts that the District
has had in helping to protect and use
our natural resources wisely.
As far back as 1928 the “Father
of Soil Conservation” Hugh Bennett
published a bulletin, “Soil Erosion, A
Natural Menace.” Erosion issues were
recognized and in 1929 Congress
appropriated funds for research on
the causes and control of erosion. In
1931, drought returned to our nation
and the need to save our soil resources
became even more important.
Illinois passed a law in 1937
whereby counties could organize
Conservation Districts. Their
purpose was to establish a systematic
approach to sound land use in the
local community by using technical
help from the government to promote
wise use of agricultural resources.
Around 1939 a group of stimulated
and motivated conservation-minded
farmers and businessmen initiated
a conservation banquet and held it
annually until wartime restrictions
intervened. The goal was to organize
a County District but war with
Germany and Japan postponed their
efforts.

First Directors of the DeKalb County Soil District Board in 1947 – (seated, from left)
Edward Safford, chairman; James Montavon; Willard Cook, secretary/treasurer;
(standing) Howard Lanan; and Fred Willrett, vice chairman.

The petition signed by a majority of landowners to authorize the District,
made it easy to get cooperators. At that time the District consisted of all the
agricultural lands in the county; there were 2,154 farms totaling more than
400,000 acres. Approximately 50% of the farms were operated by tenants, and
of this group, the majority were operating on a 50-50 lease basis. The average
value of land at that time was about $100-$135 per acre.
DeKalb County is blessed with its share of favorable natural resources. At the
onset of the District it was recognized that more than 50% of farmland suffered
from moderate to severe erosion. It was the goal of the directors “to develop
plans that fit the capacity of the soil and to emphasize the use of grass in the
rotation; to use each acre of land to the greatest benefit today and to preserve it
unspoiled for future generations.”
Founding director and dairyman James Montavon
It was the goal of the directors “to develop plans that fit
said,
“You can’t have soil conservation without plenty
the capacity of the soil and to emphasize the use of grass in
of grass and legumes in the rotation.” In 1952, the
the rotation; to use each acre of land to the greatest benefit
motto, “Let us be soil builders not soil destroyers”
today and to preserve it unspoiled for future generations.”
began to appear in District programs.
By 1956 there were 442 farm conservation plans on
It wasn’t until December 1946, the
84,000 acres. Activities were developed by the district which included adult land
DeKalb County Soil Conservation
judging contests, tours by schools to view soil and water conservation practices.
District was organized. On February
Poster, scrapbook and model farm contests were also included as activities in the
28, 1947, the first board of directors
schools. There was a conservation airlift so cooperators could see conservation
was elected as follows: Chairman
practices from the air.
Edward Safford, Sycamore; Vice
By 1961, the vision had widened so the
Chairman Fred Willrett, Malta;
directors changed the name to the DeKalb
Secretary/Treasurer Willard Cook,
County SWCD. The importance of water now
Afton; Directors James Montavon,
had equal billing with soil in the conservation
DeKalb; and Howard Lanan, of
equation. ■
Kingston.
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Farm Bureau Legislative Priorities
The Illinois Farm Bureau has established these
state and national legislative priorities for 2017:

State
• Maintain a balanced process for siting livestock farms through the Livestock Management
Facilities Act (LMFA) that protects both the environment and farmers’ ability to raise
livestock.
• Seek passage of a state budget that provides necessary levels of funding for core
agriculture programs to maintain existing services that protect consumers, landowners and
farmers.
• Seek legislation amending expedited review procedures for new large, complex utility
projects that will better protect landowners’ property rights.
• Seek legislation to reduce the current traffic and criminal conviction surcharge paid on
truck overweight fines.
• Seek legislation allowing the Governor to increase gross vehicle weight limits by 10% for
divisible load agricultural commodities during a declared harvest emergency.
• Defend landowners’ property rights from legislation that would allow their property to be
taken without just compensation.
• Explore opportunities to require all utility and pipeline projects to sign and adhere to
Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreements.
• Support legislation that moderates state sales tax incentives for ethanol blended fuels by
expediting the sunset of the 10% ethanol blended fuel incentive and creates additional
demand for use of fuels containing higher ethanol blends.
• Maintaining reasonable penalties under the Rivers, Lakes, and Streams Act fine structure.
• Oppose an increase to Illinois’ minimum wage that is believed to be inflationary and
would negatively impact Illinois’ business climate.
• Closely monitor local government consolidation.

National
• Reform the federal government’s broken and costly regulatory system.
• Cut the small business tax rate, preserve cash accounting and eliminate death taxes.
• Protect NAFTA’s ag friendly provisions.
• Develop a 2018 Farm Bill agenda that reflects the needs of Illinois agriculture.
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The fuel products you need to go further.
If your business doesn’t stop for cold weather, neither should your equipment.
SURE-FLO IV from FS is specially formulated to work with today’s ULSD fuels
and biodiesel blends.
• Prevents wax from settling and plugging filters
• Contains moisture control chemistry to prevent ice crystals from forming
• Reduces fuel system corrosion
• Meets equipment manufacturers’ requirements for fuel lubricity
For over 10 years, we’ve routinely tested our winterized fuels to make sure they
are delivering all the cold weather performance we promise. It’s not the kind of
service you’d expect from everyone, but it is the kind of service you can expect
from Conserv FS.

815-334-5950
www.conservfs.com

Scan the QR code to visit
us on the web or go to
www.GofurtherwithFS.com
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