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I’m a Baby Boomer. I remember party line phones and I still have a land
line phone along with my cell phone. I have gone through several different
computers. I write checks.
My children are Generation Xers. They thrive on technology. They have
never known a world without cell phones or computers. They don’t write
checks; they use plastic or do online banking.
The Generation Xers are changing the world around us at an alarming rate!
But please don’t panic, instead take time to read this issue of Connections.
Read stories about the FFA and these accomplished young people. Learn about
the leadership in 4-H and what clubs are doing. See how the Young Leaders are
becoming more involved in Farm Bureau. Read our DeKalb County Agriculture
feature and see how a Boomer, his Generation X son and his Boomlet
grandchildren are bonding through livestock.
Once you are done reading, I think you will conclude the future looks bright!
So sit back and enjoy the ride. Or better yet, take part in it.
Have a good summer! ■
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On Prairie Drive

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

They’re still farm animals
It’s fair season – show season for kids with livestock.
Working with farm animals can be challenging and
yet rewarding. Some animals are tamer than others.
Those that are shown at fairs are typically tamer
because of the constant contact humans have with these
farm animals.
Take dairy or beef calves, for instance. In order to
show them you have to break them to lead. That means
putting a halter on them and getting them to walk at a
slow pace like they would in the show ring. Cattle can
be hard to break to lead. Some want to run and others won’t budge. We would walk our
calves until they understood this walking “at the right pace” thing.
It takes a lot of work, patience and muscle to show cattle. Most are bigger than you
and weigh a thousand-plus pounds. So you want to avoid being stepped on (it really
hurts!) and to have a calf with a good temperament (that isn’t going to take you down).
The fact is these show animals are still farm animals. No matter how tame they
are they can change their attitude in a heartbeat and put you in harm’s way. This is
something farm kids understand. So these kids take extra precautions to keep their show
animals calm and content.
What worries me most at the fairs is watching others get too close to these show
animals. Our city friends think they are pets when they really aren’t. Yes, most are tame.
But sometimes these animals can easily be spooked by unfamiliar people and noises.
So stay in the viewing stands, watch the livestock shows, and leave the farm animals
to the experts – the kids! ■
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Find the soybean
and win!
Let’s see if you can find the soybean
(resembling the one above) in this
month’s issue of our magazine and be
eligible to win a prize.
Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815756-6361, by July 28 for your chance to
win.
When responding by email, please
include the page number and exact
description of the location of the
soybean on that page. You will also
need to include your name, address and
phone number in the email.
Correct answers will be put into a
drawing and one winner will be drawn
to receive a $20 gift card.
Last month’s winner of the soybean
contest was Martha Eash of Maple Park.
The soybean was hidden on page 23 in
the glass case. ■

Calendar
July
July 22
Farm & Food Field Trip
Jones & Sanderson Farms
8:30 & 11:30 a.m. tours
$10
Pre-registration required at FB
July 30
Cubs Game
Farm Bureau Trip to Miller Park
Milwaukee, Wis.
Bus departs at 9:30 a.m.
July 31
Young Leaders Discussion Meet
6:45 p.m.

August
Aug. 4-6
DeKalb Co. 4-H Livestock Show
Sandwich Fairgrounds
Aug. 7
Crazy for Patsy Cline Tribute
Patsy Cline Tribute Band
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by Aug. 1
Aug. 23
Seven Brides for Seven Brothers
Circa 21 Theater
Rock Island
9 a.m. departure
$75 members, $85 guests

September
Sept. 4
Labor Day Holiday
Farm Bureau office closed
Meetings are held at the Center for
Agriculture unless otherwise noted.
For most meeting reservations contact
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office,
815-756-6361.

Follow us!
facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
twitter.com/DCFBureau
pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

Send magazine comments to:

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s website:
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org

Youth in Agriculture
There’s a bright future
ahead for agriculture with
the next generation of young
people. Many of the youth
involved in organizations like
4-H and FFA are doing their
part to interact with others
and have conversations
about farming and food.
In DeKalb County, there
are 270 youth in 4-H
from 14 clubs and
Justene Jennings & John Limberis

430 young people in FFA
from 7 school chapters.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau salutes members
of the FFA and 4-H as advocates for agriculture.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Generations of
Showing Livestock

The third generation of Rhoads
is showing livestock.

Livestock was “all around” Tom
Rhoads on his family’s farm in
Montgomery County, Indiana.
Growing up there he and his four
brothers helped his parents raise
hogs, cattle and chickens. Showing
livestock was an extension of his
interest in animal husbandry.

First Generation
1954-1965

“I raised livestock for enjoyment,”
said Tom Rhoads. Being in 4-H and
showing at the county and state fair
was a bonus for this young farm boy,
a member of the Ladoga Boys 4-H
Club. For 11 years he showed
Poland China registered purebred
pigs and mostly Angus purebred
and crossbred calves.
“We raised everything we
showed,” explained Tom. So cattle
were selected from their farm

feedlots and pigs were chosen from
their market pens to show at the fairs.
One year Tom decided to buy a show
calf at a local auction and paid $210.
“My dad shook his head and said, ‘boy
you are going to lose money.’”
“The thing about
showing is that you
don’t always have to
get a blue ribbon to get
results, it just helps,”
said Tom. “I didn’t
grow up with a lot of
blue ribbons. I grew up
with a lot of fun!”
Sharing pictures of
Tom Rhoads showed
Black Angus calves at
fairs in his home state of
Indiana as well as Poland
China purebred pigs. Here
he is shown his senior
year in high school, 1965.
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Showing livestock at local fairs is truly
a family affair for the Rhoads. Family
members are: (front) Taylor, Trevor, Emma,
(back) Shelley, Tom, Matt and Jennifer.

his show cattle with his grandkids,
Tom noted the differences in his
cattle compared to today’s beef cattle.
“Then, the cattle were short-legged
and stockier. Pigs were also shorter
and fatter than they are today.”
Not only has livestock changed in
conformation, fitting and showing
techniques have also changed. After
rinsing his calf with water, Tom used
a fitting tool to make lines in the
calf’s hair from the pin bones to the
hind quarters and then brushed the
hair up to accentuate the hind quarter.
“Showing has evolved,” stated Tom.
“Nowadays they block them” and use
adhesives to emphasize structure with
the calve’s hair. He only used shoe
polish to blacken the hooves. ►

“4-H is a great learning
experience and teaches kids
responsibility and a good
work ethic.” Matt Rhoads
grandchildren showing livestock.
Their children, Marisa, Matt and
Melinda, raised and showed beef
cattle and hogs. Beef cattle were
purchased at auctions or from cattle
producers. Their hogs were selected
and purchased from Illini Farms.
“We picked the ones we could
catch,” chuckled Matt. “We had a
short window to find pigs at the right
age for the fair.”
Matt Rhoads liked everything about showing cattle and hogs, just like his father and his
children. Here he is shown at the 4-H Fair in 1995.

When he showed pigs he rinsed
them down, grabbed his cane and
then entered the show ring. Today,
his grandchildren rinse the pigs, and
use a conditioner and oil to make the
pigs’ skin and hair moist and shiny.
They use a flexible whip instead of a
cane to move their pigs around in the
show ring. And in preparation for the
shows, the grandkids walk their pigs

for exercise and for a better gait in
the show ring.
Beyond his 4-H years and show
days, Tom went to Purdue University
and graduated with an ag education
degree and then a master’s degree
in management and business.
He worked for the Cooperative
Extension Service for a few years
before relocating to Illinois in 1972
to manage Corn Husker
Cattle Company for the
Schelkopfs. Then his
job changed to being
the production manager
of the Illini hog farm,
located a few miles from
the Rhoads Farm in rural
Kingston.
Tom and his wife,
Shelley, a retired speech
pathologist, have
been very supportive
of their children and
Taylor Rhoads won junior
showman at last year’s
DeKalb County 4-H Fair and
was in the champion drive
with her crossbred pig.

Second Generation
1985-1996

Matt Rhoads enjoyed showing
cattle and hogs as much as his father
did. “I fell in love with it right away
– showing livestock,” said Matt.
“When I was younger I did some
general projects like woodworking,
electricity, rockets and gardening.
But as I got older and busier with

“Some kids think it’s hard
work doing chores, but then I
enjoy it. My pigs are my best
friends.” Taylor Rhoads
sports, general projects went by the
wayside and I stayed with livestock.”
Matt showed for his entire 4-H
career. He recalls winning Grand
Champion Barrow one time in
DeKalb County and another at the
Boone County Fair. A member of
Genoa Prairie Gems, once Matt
turned 16 he was on the show circuit
for most of the summer showing his
Shorthorn and crossbred cattle and
Duroc and crossbred hogs. ►
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Generations of Showing Livestock continued
Matt Rhoads says two of his
favorite livestock stories from his
younger days involve selecting show
animals. He and his father traveled
to Nebraska, Kansas and Iowa to
several cattle farms and came back
with about 15 head of cattle – a few
for Matt and others to resell. “We got
a kick out of looking for good show
animals,” said Matt.

“I like to go to the fair to
spend time with family and
friends.” Emma Rhoads
Another time, they were looking
at a calf at a local auction and they
picked one they liked. The sale was
the next day and conflicted with

Sycamore’s Pumpkin Festival
parade where Matt played in the
Genoa-Kingston band. So Matt gave
his dad his checkbook and a limit of
$1500 to spend on his pre-selected
calf. “Dad came home with the
heifer but went way over budget,
with my checkbook!” Matt won
several champions that year with the
Shorthorn calf and to this day pokes
fun at his dad for “overspending.”
Matt also is a graduate of Purdue
having a college degree in ag
business management. He worked
for Cargill as a grain merchandiser
before working with his brotherin-law in constructing homes
in Georgia and Florida. Having
married his high school sweetheart,
Jennifer, the two started their family
in the southern states.

Emma Rhoads keeps an eye on the judge and her pig while showing at the 4-H Fair.
She and her sister, Taylor, are friendly rivals in the show ring. They both were in the
champion drive last year.

66
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Matt and Jennifer decided to return
to their home area a few years ago so
their “kids would have some of the
same opportunities” and live closer
to both sets of parents/grandparents.
Matt now owns Pleasant Hill
Construction with his brother-in-law
and Jennifer works in client services
at Resource Bank.
Their children Taylor, 12, Emma,
11, and Trevor, 8, are the third
generation to show livestock.

Third Generation
2014-2017

The three Rhoads children enjoy
raising and showing their farm
animals. “Some kids think it’s hard
work doing chores but then I enjoy
it,” said Taylor. “My pigs are my best
friends.”
Taylor’s goal is to someday get
grand champion at the 4-H fair.
Sister, Emma, also hopes to attain
that goal. But more importantly, she
“likes to go to the fair to spend time
with family and friends.”
The girls have won some champion
ribbons at the local fairs in northern
Illinois and jackpot shows in
southern Wisconsin. Trevor isn’t old
enough for the 4-H Fair but can show
at the open shows.
“We’re pretty competitive,” states
Trevor. The family chuckles, but
agrees with Trevor. “He’s right,”
admits “Nana” Shelley. Shelley says
watching the grandchildren work
hard and show is gratifying. “I’m so
proud of them.”
“It’s exciting to see them show,”
adds Matt, 39. “They probably work
harder than I did. It’s exciting to
see them rewarded and its fun to
spend time with them getting ready
to show. But it can be stressful too.”
He has a t-shirt that reads: Don’t
mind what I say on Show Day! ►

“It’s fun watching the young
kids show. It’s like sports,
how adults enjoy sports
through their kids. The same
thing happens with showing,
enjoying it through our kids.”
Tom Rhoads

The third generation of Rhoads – Taylor, Trevor and Emma
and taking care of their pigs like this Duroc gilt.

“Grampy” Tom, now 70, helps the
kids with the selection of pigs. The
kids call him their “herd manager”

Life Lessons Learned

From raising & showing livestock

The Rhoads Family
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Responsibility
Work Ethic
Accountability
Animal Care
Independence
Competition
Friendships
Teamwork
Family Values
Sense of Pride
  & Accomplishment
• Patience

– are now showing hogs

and rely on “Grampy” for choosing
quality hogs to compete. The pigs
are not raised on their farm nor do
they get them from Illini Farms, but
instead travel to various pork farms
or shop online to make purchases
from friends and acquaintances.
They have 15 hogs between the
three kids for showing at this year’s
fairs.
The Rhoads get their pigs in April
and show them through August.
They also have 23 goats, some of
which they show and the remainder
are used for breeding.
During the school year the girls
juggle Genoa school sports with
their livestock. In the summer they
are busy with softball but they
still make time to wash their pigs,
exercise them by walking them
for 15 minutes each day, and feed
them.
The young children continue to
get better at showing their pigs and

notably have won some showmanship
honors. In showmanship and other
classes, they listen to what the
judges have to say about their skills
and about their hogs for continued
improvement.
“We have a saying – a different
judge, a different day,” notes Taylor.
Showing at the fairs is a family
affair for the Rhoads family. They
support each other and have generally
good experiences at each of the six
fairs on their show circuit.
“It’s fun watching the young kids
show,” says Tom. “It’s like sports,
how adults enjoy sports through their
kids. The same thing happens with
showing, enjoying it through our
kids.”
The Rhoads family also lends
support to the 4-H program through
the Genoa Prairie Gems Club.
Additionally, Tom and Matt serve
on the county livestock auction
committee.
“4-H is a great learning experience
and teaches kids responsibility and
a good work ethic,” says Matt. He’s
quite proud that the third generation
is continuing the Rhoads family
tradition of raising and showing
livestock. ■
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Around theFARM
by Lisa Fleming

4-H Fair Days

OK, it’s really starting to hit me
that I won’t have a child in the
school district I teach in this fall.
Then my thoughts turn back to this
summer and the possibility of it
being the last year my child will be
showing at the 4-H Fair.
I think about all of the years in 4-H
between my family and my farmer’s
family. That’s a lot of projects, a lot
of ribbons, and a lot of blood, sweat,
and tears. Yes, blood, sweat, AND
tears.

for projects. Each month a different
family would host the meeting;
sometimes we would get to see the
other family’s barns or sheds. How
neat was that?
As I got older I didn’t sign up
for 4-H; I had become involved in
sports. But then I met a boy that was
in 4-H in Lee County, where his
project was cattle. I had a renewed
interest in 4-H – I was hooked! I
got to go to every fair with him.
His mom would pick me up on
show days at the crack of
dawn (I thought, anyway). I
As our family gets ready to gear up for the
would lug water hoses and
4-H Fair, I think of all the good things that
shampoo, hold a calf’s tail
our kids have learned over the years. You
while his mom would fix it
could never put a price on the friendships
all up for the show, and sit
they have gained, the people they have met,
around with all of these cool
or the lessons they have learned.
friends he had!
At the fairs, we ate fair
food, got to go to some really bigI remember begging my mom and
name concerts, and have some great
dad to let me be in 4-H when I was
water fights. Yet, I had no idea the
in grade school. EVERYONE was
work that went into showing cattle
doing it. There were only 4 girls in
the other five days of the week. I
my class at Rollo Grade School. I
just showed up on show days with
was in baking, cooking, and sewing.
I loved going to the meetings and
my boots on, grabbed a halter and
learning about what other kids did
thought it was pretty neat.
Fast forward 27 years, I
married that Willow Creek
4-H kid and we are still friends
with all of those guys he
showed against all those years
ago. We have watched their
kids and our kids show against
each other and watched those
friendships develop. We still
laugh about the stupid things
people did at fairs, or the
mischief we got into.
My daughter, Sam, shows
her Hereford steer at last
year’s county fair.

8
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Lisa Fleming is a farm woman
and high school teacher from rural
Shabbona. Her farm family raises
corn, soybeans and beef cattle.

As our family gets ready to gear
up for the DeKalb County 4-H Fair,
I think of all the good things that
our kids have learned over the years.
You could never put a price on the
friendships they have gained, the
people they have met, or the lessons
they have learned.
Our county 4-H Fair is held each
year at the Sandwich Fairgrounds.
It is a small show that has some sort
of animal being shown from Friday
night clear through Sunday morning.
Then on Sunday, there is a pork
chop dinner that supports 4-H and an
animal auction. Many of the kids that
sell their animals at the auction use
that money to purchase next year’s
project animal or for furthering their
education. Through the generous
buyers – a car dealership, a seed corn
representative, a fertilizer company,
a local bank, or someone’s neighbor
– the communities come together to
support these young, bright people.
Take a drive and experience the
DeKalb County 4-H Fair, Aug.
4-6. You may see your friends and
neighbors. You’ll find me in the beef
barn…perhaps holding a calf’s tail. ■

DeKalb County 4-H Fair approaches
Come and see some amazing
exhibits and top quality show
animals at this year’s 4-H Fair!
Preparations are underway for the
2017 DeKalb County 4-H Fair. The
general projects show is set for July
19-20 in the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau Building and the livestock
show is scheduled for Aug. 4-7 at the
Sandwich Fairgrounds.
New this year at the livestock
show will be classes for purebred
hogs. In the past the show has been
exclusively for crossbreds but now
the swine show has been expanded
to incorporate classes for registered
purebreds.
“The purebred classes were
suggested by some of the 4-H
families and together with the swine
superintendents we decided to make
this change in the show,” said Johnna
Jennings, Extension Educator, 4-H
Youth Development. “It gives kids
with purebreds an opportunity to
show them in these classes at our
4-H fair.”
At the fair, 4-H members will be
required to show their registration

papers at check-in. The swine
superintendent will then determine
the breakdown of classes based
on numbers of purebred gilts and
barrows. Anticipated purebred
breeds coming to the fair are:
Hampshires, Chester Whites,
Yorkshires, Spotted Polands,
Durocs and Hereford hogs.
Jennings expects the purebred
classes will be first in the order
of the show, followed by the
crossbreds.
This is Jenning’s seventh fair
in her role of overseeing three
county 4-H fairs – DeKalb, Ogle
and Boone, as part of Extension’s
reorganization. “I feel like I run
from one fair to the next,” said
Jennings, with a chuckle. The
three county fairs all take place in
August, along with the State Fair.
She counts on program
coordinators in each county
and volunteers to handle many
aspects of the 4-H fairs. Nicole
Groezinger, program coordinator
in DeKalb County, anticipates
project numbers will be
comparable to last year.

“I would expect
about 200 members
will be showing at
the general projects and livestock
shows,” said Groezinger. “We’ve
seen an increase in new first-year
members and this year added a new
latino club – Mano a Mano.”

4-H Silent Auction

This year the DeKalb County
4-H Foundation will hold its Silent
Auction during the livestock portion
of the 4-H Fair at the Sandwich
Fairgrounds, Aug. 4-6. People
attending the livestock shows will
have an opportunity to bid on a
variety of auction items.
In the past, the 4-H Silent Auction
was held in conjunction with the
General Projects Show in July at
the Farm Bureau Building. The
Foundation Board decided to change
locations this year to attract more
bidders and continue to support 4-H.
This is the 20th year for the 4-H
Silent Auction. Auction donations are
welcome. Contact the 4-H office at
815-758-8194 to donate and for more
details. ■

DeKalb County 4-H Fair

Livestock Show - Sandwich Fairgrounds - Aug. 4 - 6

Aug. 4

Aug. 5

8 – 11 a.m. . ........................................... Swine check-in
Noon....................................................... Swine weigh-in
12:30 – 3 p.m. .......................... Sheep, goats, check-in
3 p.m..................................................... Poultry check-in
3:30 p.m..................................................... Poultry show
4 – 7 p.m................................................... Beef check-in
5 p.m..............................................................Goat show
7 p.m. ......................................................... Sheep show

10 a.m. ...................................................... Rabbit show
10 a.m. ................................................Bucket calf show
10 a.m. ............................................ Beef show - heifers
1 p.m. .............................................. Beef show - steers
4 p.m. .......................................................... Dairy show
6 p.m.............................. Sheep lead & costume contest
8 – 10:30 p.m. .............................................Barn dance

Aug. 5

10 a.m. .............................. Showmanship sweepstakes
11 a.m. . .............................................. Pork chop dinner
1 p.m. ................................................ Livestock auction

7 – 7:30 a.m...................................Horse show check-in
7:30 a.m. .....................................................Swine show
8 a.m. .........................................................Horse show
8 – 10 a.m. ............................................. Dairy check-in
9:15 a.m. .............................................. Rabbit check-in

Aug. 6

For more information contact the
DeKalb County Extension Office, 815-758-8194

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Janice M. Weber, University of Illinois Extension
DeKalb County Master Gardener

Chipmunk Woes
If you love to garden and used to
think chipmunks were cute, my story
might hit a nerve. The chipmunks
in my yard have worn out their
welcome.
It all started when a landscaper
installed a boulder retention wall
in our front yard and planted ajuga
in the crevices. It looked nice – for
about a day. I came home to find all
the plants pulled out, replaced by
little holes. Chipmunks had turned it
into an apartment building.

I catch a blur of racing stripes as
a bold one darts in and out of my
greenhouse. They also have one
very annoying obsession. They
can’t keep their paws out of the
fluffy soil in flower pots. They dig. I
sweep.
On nice days they would sun
themselves on the rocks. At the sight
of me they sounded loud “chip, chip”
alarms. Eventually the noise would
stop and I heard the rattle of small
stones as tiny paws raced across
the gravel path. I went about my
business. They went about theirs.
In time, many holes appeared in
the lawn which attracted the interest
of two neighborhood cats. They
came for hours of rotation duty on
the front porch. I never saw them
catch a thing. But before long, there
were fewer chipmunks. Then, the
cats didn’t come around anymore.
10
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Without the cats, the remaining
chipmunk families prospered.
The grandchildren dug under the
steps and mussed up the mulch
in the lantana bed. The greatgrandchildren crossed the driveway
to forge new trails, under the
cucumbers, behind the tomatoes,
along the greenhouse wall and
into the back lawn. There they
established chipmunk suburbia.
Oh, they are cheeky. I catch a
blur of racing stripes as a bold
one darts in and out of my
greenhouse. They also have
one very annoying obsession.
They can’t keep their paws out
of the fluffy soil in flower pots.
They dig. I sweep. Mulching
with stones doesn’t stop them,
nor do tall plant stands. In fact,
whenever I try something new,
you can almost hear them cry,
“Bring it on!”
The last straw involved five New
Guinea impatiens. I potted them for
the Master Gardener Plant Sale and
when I turned my back for fifteen
minutes every single pot had a big
hole. Dagnabbit! What a mess.
I threw down the gauntlet (my
gardening gloves) and marched to
the internet for war strategy.
But, what could I do? Poison?
Not me, too cruel. Rat trap? Not
me, too cruel. Humane trap? Too
many calories. I pictured myself
chauffeuring chipmunks all
summer ... stopping for the flavor
of the day at Ollie’s Frozen Custard

... a single cone and a tiny cup.
I was getting desperate, when I
found this: Make them walk the
plank – Yo-ho-ho! It struck a chord
with my inner pirate.
The plank system sounded
simple: put water in a big pail, lean
a board from the ground to the rim
and sprinkle a trail of sunflower
seeds. A chipmunk is supposed to
follow the seeds and … But, what
actually happened was this: the
sunflower seeds disappeared and
the undisturbed water became a
haven for mosquitoes.
A friend advised sprinkling seeds
onto the water. Chipmunks are so
greedy they’ll dive right in. I tried
it. This time the seeds on the board
disappeared, while a couple of
undersize seeds sank to the bottom.
On a whim, I put sunflower seeds
into small plastic condiment cups
which I then floated on the water.
In the morning it looked like the
aftermath of a sea battle, nothing
but sunken and swamped empty
cups.
I have dismantled the wildlife
recreation center and have returned
to sweeping. I decided against
taking it to the next level and to let
nature take its course. The cats are
back. ►

Living with Chipmunks
Some facts about chipmunks
and how to control them
Eastern chipmunk (Tamias
striatus): The eastern chipmunk is
the smallest Illinois ground squirrel
at two to five ounces in weight and
eight to 12 inches in total length.
Eastern chipmunks have conspicuous
light and dark stripes on the back,
sides, and cheeks. They are active
during the day. This chipmunk has
two breeding seasons, one in spring
and the other in late summer. There
are five to six young per litter.
Chipmunks feed primarily on nuts,
seeds, fruits, fungi, flowers and buds.

They are also fond of vegetables. They store their food in their burrows.
During summer, chipmunks also eat beetles, grasshoppers, and spiders.
Burrow entrances are usually about the size of a golf ball.
Control Measures: Keep chipmunks out of small areas by installing
18-inch high, one-quarter to one-half-inch mesh hardware cloth buried six
inches below ground.
If control methods have failed, they can be trapped and removed. A permit
is not needed. Live-traps baited with sunflower seeds or peanut butter can
be used. If you plan to release the chipmunks, they should be released at
least five miles away. You will need permission of the landowner before
you release them. Rat-sized snap traps are efficient if chipmunks are to
be lethally removed. Be certain the traps won’t be accessible to pets or
children. Nuisance wildlife control operators will trap and remove for a fee.
There are currently no repellents registered for use against ground
squirrels in Illinois. ■
Source: University of Illinois Extension “Living with Wildlife in Illinois”
http://web.extension.illinois.edu/wildlife/directory_show.cfm?species=groundsquirrel
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Q: Do dairy farms produce a lot of
greenhouse gases?

A:

Less than 1% of greenhouse gases
can be attributed to dairy farms.
Bill Deutsch is a fifth generation dairy and grain farmer from
Sycamore. He milks cows and grows corn, soybeans, wheat
and alfalfa, with his brother, Pat. Bill and his wife, Chris, reside
on the family farm. They have four adult children: Sarah, Mary,
Rachel and Paul.

I have to admit that I don’t think about greenhouse
gases very often, but I do focus on raising my dairy cows
more efficiently and other management practices which
contribute to lowering greenhouse gases.
In researching this topic I found, according to a report
released by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, dairy production
contributes less than 1% of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions.
I know after the turn of the century there was concern of global warming
and many people thought dairy cows were a major contributor. So dairy
farmers, through our national organization DMI (Dairy Management Inc.),
set out to determine our carbon footprint.
Farmers and others in the dairy community have committed to reducing
greenhouse gas emissions by 25% by 2020. The reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions is a priority for the dairy industry.
The greenhouse gas lifecycle assessment report by DMI determined a
baseline for greenhouse gas emissions for every step along the dairy value
chain. Lifecycle assessment studies the environmental impact throughout the
products lifecycle from farm to table. The total emissions for a gallon of milk
were determined to be 17.6 pounds (per the DMI report).
So, what am I doing to reduce greenhouse gases? Dairy
management practices can reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Some of these
practices are increasing feed efficiency and enhancing herd health. Also,
reducing enteric methane and having a good manure management reduces
the carbon footprint.
Some of the things we do on our farm:
We reclaim and recycle water. We re-use water to clean our milking
parlor and also as drinking water for our cows.
We give our cows a balanced feed diet. We use a nutritionist to
balance the diet to optimize production but not over feed nutrients that would
upset a cow’s stomach and create extra gas. An example is extra protein in
the diet causes urea nitrogen which we monitor daily in milk samples.
We manage cow manure. With manure management, we pump and
inject manure into the soil so nutrients are not lost to the atmosphere. We
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also add nitrogen stabilizer to the
manure so nitrogen stays in soil and
is used by the crops and not lost by
water leaching or volatizing to the
atmosphere.
In previous articles I have
mentioned some of these daily
practices involving milk production,
herd, feed, energy, and manure
management. As a dairy farmer I also
am concerned about our environment
and implement best management
practices for water and land use.
Sustainability is one of our key
business strategies for the benefit of
our farm, consumers and the dairy
industry.
As we look to the future with
larger global population and
diminishing natural resources, we
recognize that we must continue to
find ways to produce high-quality
dairy food products efficiently and
responsibly. U.S. dairy cows produce
approximately four times more milk
than the average worldwide dairy
cow; this helps our environmental
impact considerably. ■

What is the carbon
footprint of milk?
A study conducted by the
Applied Sustainability Center of the
University of Arkansas found that
the carbon footprint of one gallon
of milk, from farm to table, is 17.6
pounds of carbon dioxide equivalents
(CO2e) per gallon of milk produced
on U.S. farms. The total fluid milk
carbon footprint is approximately
35 million metric tons, which means
that total U.S. dairy greenhouse gas
emissions are only about two percent
of total U.S. emissions, far lower
than had been previously reported.

Do cows produce
greenhouse gases?
Dairy production contributes less
than one percent of U.S. greenhouse
gas emissions, according to the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s
U.S. Inventory of Greenhouse Gas
Emission Report. And dairy farmers
and others in the dairy community
have committed to reducing
greenhouse gas emissions by 25
percent by 2020.
Greenhouse gases include water
vapor, carbon dioxide, methane,
nitrous oxide and ozone. Today,
producing a pound of milk takes
three times less methane than
it did in 1924 because of the
many efficiencies practiced by
dairy farmers. Dairy farmers are
continuing to find ways to further
reduce methane emissions by feeding
grains and high-quality forage and
by continuing to use other tools such
as genetic improvement and superior
herd management, according to
researchers.

Do dairy farmers practice
sustainable farming methods?
Yes. By combining scientific advancements and on-farm sensibilities,
dairy farmers continually look for new ways to be sustainable. Examples of
sustainable farming practices include crop rotation to mitigate weeds and
improve soil quality, the introduction of beneficial insects to control harmful
pests, no-tillage or reduced tillage crop farming for soil and fuel conservation,
and the use of new products with enhanced environmental benefits. Today,
approximately 41 percent of crop land is cultivated using conservation tillage
techniques that leave at least 30 percent of the previous crop residue after
planting. This reduces erosion, retains soil moisture and conserves fuel.

How are dairy farmers reducing the environmental
impact of producing milk?
According to Cornell University, the dairy community has already reduced
its carbon footprint by more than 63 percent between 1944 and 2007, due
to improved cow nutrition, cow comfort, quality of the animals, and other
improvements. Compared to farms in 1960, USDA statistics show that U.S.
dairy farms today are producing almost three times more milk with about half
the number of cows. In addition, milk performed better than other beverages
in the 2010 Nutrient Density to Climate Impact (NDCI) Index, which
compared nutrient density to climate impact. ■

Source: Midwest Dairy Association
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See 10 different barns in the
Waterman and Shabbona countryside
for the fourth annual DeKalb County
Barn Tour on Saturday, Aug. 12.
The self-driving tour, from 9 a.m.
until 4 p.m., includes a guided tour at
each of the barns with demonstrations,
displays, and family activities along
the way at the various farms.
This unique opportunity to tour local
historic barns is sponsored jointly by
the DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage
Association (DAAHA) and the J.F.
Glidden Homestead and Historical
Center, DeKalb.
The tour begins in downtown
Waterman at the parking lot south
of Route 30 with the purchase of a
souvenir Guide Book with map, which
serves as your ticket. Tickets are $25
per carload and are also available
online at dekalbcountybarntour.
yapsody.com or at each site the day

Barns on the Tour:
1. Ostfriesland Farm, 10330

		 Rt. 23, Waterman

2. Waterman Winery &
		 Tuntland Barn, 11582

		 Waterman Road, Waterman

3. Honey Hill Orchard, 11783

		 Waterman Road, Waterman

4. Thomas/Todd Barn, 8720

		 Elva Road, DeKalb

5. Carroll Farm, 13840 S.
		 1st St., Waterman
6. Mitchell/Redmond Farm,
		 5252 Miller Road, Shabbona
7. Challand Barn, 12212
		 University Road, Shabbona
8. Brummel-Larson Barn,
		 11559 Shabbona Road, Shabbona
9. Hart Homestead, 14170

		 Shabbona Road, Shabbona

10. Barn at Red Home Farm,
		 13459 Tower Road, Shabbona
14
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Photo courtesy of Bob Myers

Farm Country

The Ostfriesland Barn in rural Waterman is one of 10 barns being featured in this year’s
Barn Tour on Saturday, Aug. 12.

of the event. The Guide Book contains hand-drawn sketches of each barn by
Illinois artist David Allen Badger, a history of the barn, a map of locations, a list
of activities at each site, and educational articles about barns.
“The entire tour encompasses about 30 miles, and there are unlimited photos
ops along the way for photographers, like me,” said Bob Myers, Barn Tour
Committee member.
Besides the barn tours, optional other tours are: Monsanto production facility
and the Waterman Historical Society Museum in Waterman and the former
Quilhot one-room school, attached to Resource Bank in Shabbona.
Additional information is available by contacting Glidden Homestead at 815756-7904 or info@gliddenhomestead.org or by visiting gliddenhomestead.org,
or DAAHA at 815-756-8737 or daaha.inc@gmail.com or by visiting daaha.org.
Follow Barn Tour updates on Facebook at Barn Tour of DeKalb County IL. ■

Farmers Markets

Fresh fruits, vegetables & more at local farmers markets!

DeKalb

Every Thursday, 10-2, June-Sept.
Van Buer Plaza, N. 2nd &
Locust Streets., DeKalb
815-756-6306,

dekalb.org/chamber/farmers’_market.aspx

Genoa

July 22, Aug. 26, Sept. 23, 9-2
Genoa & Main Streets, Genoa
815-784-2212,

genoaareachamber.com/farmers-market

Hinckley

Every Saturday, 9-Noon
To mid-October
Hinckley Fresh Market parking lot, Rt. 30
& Somonauk Rd., Hinckley
815-590-4069

Sandwich

Every Tuesday, 9-Noon
Summer months
1001 N. Latham St., Sandwich
815-786-8044

facebook.com/sandwichilfarmersmarket

Somonauk

First Thursday, 3-7, through October
DeKalb & Depot Streets, Somonauk
815-498-3500
facebook.com/sweetseedsorganics/

Sycamore

Every Tuesday, 3-7, thru September
Somonauk & Elm Streets, Sycamore
815-895-3456
discoversycamore.com

Source: dekalbcountycvb.com
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Adams - Beef Family of the Year
The Illinois Beef Association recently selected the Adams
Family of Sandwich as this year’s Farm Family of the Year.

Alan and JoAnn Adams, along with their son, Ross, his wife,
Jessie, and their two children, work together to raise corn,
soybeans, and cattle on their farm located south of Sandwich.
The fifth generation of the Adams family to farm this ground,
Alan joined the operation after college. As he and JoAnn started
their family, they also began to grow their cattle enterprise. The
operation expanded again when Ross and Jessie came back to
the farm in 2009 with the addition of their first new cattle barn.
They’ve built two more barns since then to accommodate more
feeder cattle and to hopefully try and generate the income that
would sustain both families.
And while the feedlot provides these opportunities for growth,
the Adams family enjoys running their small cow-calf herd on
their rolling, wooded pastures. With 1,500 cattle, the family
still provides exceptional care for the animals and holds great
concern for meeting consumer demands. As the family focuses
on raising a quality product, they also look towards the future of
the operation and sustaining it for the seventh generation.
Alan previously served as president of the Illinois Beef
Association. Alan and JoAnn are members of the DeKalb County
and LaSalle County Farm Bureaus and Illinois Farm Families and
have also hosted several farm tours to educate others about beef
production. ■

Congratulations to the Adams Family, the 2017 Illinois Beef
Farm Family of the Year! Family members are Alan, JoAnn,
Ross, Jessie and children Adalynn and Gunner.

Smart Farming Conference for Farmers

Attend this year’s Illinois Farm Bureau Farm Income and Innovations Conference and learn about
factors impacting your farm’s future and how you can evolve to make the most of shifting trends.
Farm Bureau members and
agriculture industry professionals are
invited to attend the 2017 Farm Income
and Innovations Conference, held
July 26 at the Bloomington-Normal
Marriott Hotel and Conference Center.
The conference will feature
three general sessions and multiple
breakouts which will help farmers
innovate and adapt to a changing
agricultural landscape, as well as
capture more income during a time
when profit margins continue to be
squeezed.
First general session speaker,
Charlie Arnot, CEO of The Center
for Food Integrity, will talk about the
importance of gaining and maintaining
consumer trust. The second general

session will feature a panel of Illinois Farm Bureau Young Leaders,
including Andy Lenkaitis, Mark Bremer, Kaylee Heap and Ashley Paddock,
who will share their ideas for maximizing profitability through management
and diversification.
The third and final general session will feature Illinois Farm Bureau
member Jamie Walter, CEO of Whiskey Acres Distilling Co., who will speak
about diversification, alternative crops, and agritourism and networking.

The conference will feature nine breakout sessions on topics including
bridging the gap between farmers and consumers; a market outlook for
Illinois’ primary commodities; farm management strategies for success;
innovative cover crop systems; and an outlook for Illinois land prices and
cash rents.
Those wishing to attend the conference may register by contacting the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau, or by registering online at www.ilfb.org/
fiic2017. On-site registration will be available the day of the conference.
Illinois Farm Bureau Young Leader and Collegiate Farm Bureau members
may receive a complimentary registration through July 19; free registration
does not apply for on-site registration. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Prather Speedway
Small local dirt racing tracks can probably
be traced back to the chariot races held in the
Roman coliseum.
Prather Speedway (aka Prather’s Track,
Prather Field) was a half-mile dirt track
Marvin Prather built in a field he owned in
DeKalb near where he had constructed a
popular baseball field.
In 1948 Marvin Prather brought racing to
DeKalb.
The Sycamore True Republican, dated
April 20, 1948, reported Prather had signed a
contract with the Chicago Racing Association
to provide midget racing cars for the track.
The inaugural race was held Sunday, May 15,
1949.
On Sunday, June 19, 1949, 19-year-old
George Frank of Elgin died when, during
a collision with Glen Taylor of Rochelle,

Local racer Russel “Breezy” Breese, shown in his number 10 car, raced at
Prather Speedway in DeKalb, circa 1949.

Frank’s safety belt snapped, and he was thrown 50 feet into the track
infield. Newspaper accounts reported that Frank seemed to be having
difficulty straightening out after a curve and Taylor was unable to
avoid the crash.
Later that same year, 54-year-old hot rod driver Bill Seaman of
Lockport was killed at the race track.
In March 1950, the area received 7.41 inches of snow and 1.71
inches of rain. Melting and runoff resulted in a five acre “lake”
just north of the racetrack. Property owners sought a permanent
injunction to prevent future flooding of their property, alleging that
when the racetrack was constructed, drainage tile was destroyed.
That lawsuit was followed about 45
days later by a second one filed by 17
neighboring property owners seeking
a perpetual injunction to stop all race
activity, citing noise, dust, damage
to their property, crowd parking on
private property without permission,
and depreciated property value.
Nevertheless, the racing season
opened in May. After the July 4th
racing event, Prather announced the
track would close because he was
unable to get it properly watered to
reduce dust. Prather Field became the
premier baseball venue when it was
enlarged (with the addition of the race
track field) and lights were added. The
park is now part of the DeKalb Park
District and is named after Marvin
Prather. ■

Locals watch from the stands as racing cars take a break in the action at Prather
Speedway. After two years, the half-mile dirt track closed and became part of the
Prather baseball field.
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Information provided by
the Joiner History Room,
DeKalb County archive

From Sweden to Sycamore
Swedish farmers trace roots to local farm family
Swedish farmer and family-man
Gustav Elvert, planned a trip to
Iowa to see how pig farms are run
in the United States. He raises pigs
and potatoes in his native country
of Sweden. Gustav, his wife, and
their baby made a pit-stop in
Naperville to meet with distant
relative Bob Elvert.
Prior to Gustav’s arrival Bob
did some ancestral research which
eventually led him to Sycamore.
With the help of the Joiner History
Room and Bill Lenschow, Gustav
and Bob’s lineage was traced back
to the Johnson family and their
historic farm on Route 64 west of
Sycamore. Years ago, Gustav’s
great-grandfather left Sweden to
come to America where he married
a local Johnson relative.
In June, Gustav, Bob, and their
families met with their “new”
relative, Dean Johnson at the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau. The
group travelled around Sycamore
and stopped at the Johnson Farm
to meet with Dean’s 93-year-old
mother, Laverna. Stories were
shared and friends were made that
afternoon.
Before departing, Gustav said, “I
love that I can travel halfway across
the world and still find family.” ■

(From Left) The Elvert family from Sweden and Bob Elvert from Naperville research
family history with relative Dean Johnson and Sycamore farmer Bill Lenschow.
Ninety-three-year-old Laverna Johnson
(left) shares stories of the Johnson
farm where Bob Elvert’s (right)
grandmother Hannah was born.

Did you know?
• In Sweden, land is
measured in hectares
(1 hectare is 2.47 acres).
• Production is measured
by kilograms per
hectares in Sweden.
• Sweden is over 50%
forest, so farmers
supplement their
income with forestry.
• Sycamore had a large
population of Swedish
immigrants in the early
1900s.

The Johnson farm on Route 64 in Sycamore, 1938.
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Head. Heart. Hands. Health.

Ask any 4-H member and they will tell you these are the four
“H”s represented in the 4-H emblem and an integral part of the
youth organization’s pledge.
4-H provides opportunities for young people in the areas of leadership and youth
development to share, grow and learn together from various projects, events and activities.
The local 4-H program is run by the University of Illinois Extension, DeKalb County.
In the county, there are
14, 4-H clubs that meet
regularly, organize fun
events, assist members
with their projects, and
do community service
activities. See for yourself
what 4-H clubs are doing in

this feature. Information and
photos courtesy of the 4-H
clubs.
For more information about
4-H contact the DeKalb
County Extension office, 815758-8194; Johnna Jennings,
Extension Educator, and
Nicole Groezinger, Program
Coordinator, 4-H & Youth
Development.

Esmond Echoes
President: Dylan Hopkins
Other Officers: Secretary Claire Plapp, Treasurer
Mark Hopkins
Leaders: Jim & Solveig Hopkins
Number of club members: 6

Lexi West of the DeKalb Choreboys and Choregirls 4-H Club
and Maggie Lopez of Mano a Mano 4-H Club show off their
transplanted tomato plants at the 4-H Day of Service at the
Sycamore History Museum.

Activities: We have an ice cream social fundraiser in
June. In the fall we have developed a Thanksgiving Box
and filled it with items for a family in need from our
area. We also have a year-end party with a fun activity
like go-karting. ►

DeKalb Choreboys & Choregirls
President: John Limberis
Other Officers: Vice President Tom Limberis,
Secretary Ellie Davis, Treasurer Jarrod Pritchett, Reporter
Elliott Pritchett, Recreation Leaders Caitlyn Bennett,
Emma Bennett, Mackenzie Condon
Leaders: Lynette Limberis, Stephanie Condon
Number of club members: 19
Activities: Our club is able to do many community
service activities because of our successful pop stand at
the annual Northern Illinois Steam Power Show. This
year we provided care packages to 450 first responders in
DeKalb and Sycamore, bought supplies for the Sycamore
United Methodist Food Pantry, cooked a holiday meal for
residents of Hope Haven, provided a seasonal favor and
greeting for 300 Meals on Wheels recipients, provided
school supplies for 100 children at on orphanage school
in Haiti, and provided 100 bowls of cereal and 50 cups of
coffee to Ronald McDonald House.
18
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Hinckley Harvestor members volunteer at the Hinckley Food
pantry, where they help stock shelves and get bags ready for
families.

Genoa Prairie Gems
President: Anna Drendel
Other Officers: Vice President Hunter Swanson,
Secretary Benjamin Mahan, Treasurer Jason Kuhn,
Reporter Brooklyn Botterman
Leaders: Dennis Drendel, Scott Botterman, Matt Rhoads
Number of club members: 33
Activities: Our activities have included decorating a
float for Genoa Days parade to raise awareness of 4-H,
volunteering at the Animal Shelter on Baseline Road,
decorating pumpkins, and making Valentine cards for
residents of the DeKalb County Nursing Home.

Green Meadows
President: Justene Jennings
Other Officers: Vice President Jessica Yaeger,
Secretary Sydney Walter, Treasurer Trevor Yaeger,
Reporter Jacqueline Longeville, Recreation Leaders
Emma Friedlund & Jaedyn Slutz
Leaders: Dan Jennings, Dee VanDerHeyden,
Mary Yaeger
Number of club members: 21
Activities: The club engages in community service
projects like meals and donations for Hope Haven,
decorations for the Grand Victorian, meal packaging
for Feed My Starving Children, as well as activities for
TAILS, Pay it Forward House, and many more. The
club participates in the 4-H general project show, the
4-H livestock fair, public speaking contest, and helps
with the 4-H Foundation’s annual pork chop dinner.
Green Meadows has conducted educational tours and
hosted speakers covering: coroner’s activities, Egyptian
Theater, police and fire stations, a funeral home, Ghost
busters, K-9 police dogs, and many more.

H-Bar-P
President: Kierstin Cole
Other Officers: Secretary Erika Cole,
Treasurer Morgan Tuttle
Leader: Ginger Tuttle
Number of club members: 3
Activities: We have placed flags at Fairview Cemetery
during Memorial Day. Our club has honored our heroes
– police, fire and health professionals – recognizing them
through table top displays. Our club was part of the color
guard for the 4th of July celebration at Hopkins Park in
DeKalb.

Ella and Nora Baron, and other Kingston Juniors club members,
made Christmas ornaments which were sent to military during
the holidays.

Hinckley Harvestors
President: Aurora Grivetti
Other Officers: Vice President Lauren Bott,
Secretary Della Harrod
Leaders: Kristy Harrod, Karen Kuppler, Claire Entas
Number of club members: 22
Activities: We support our local food pantry several times a
year by helping with sorting and distributions. We also help
to load the truck for Operation Christmas Child when the
shoeboxes get shipped.

Kingston Juniors
President: Tyler Heinisch
Other Officers: Vice President Brianna Hamrick,
Secretary Emma Heinisch, Treasurer Ben Heinisch,
Reporter Ella Baron, Recreation Chairman Nora Baron
Leaders: Betty Fewell, Tiffany Becker
Number of club members: 10
Activities: We have had club outings to Laser Tag, go
sledding, and roller skating, and enjoy ice cream sundaes
and pizza in our celebration of June is Dairy Month. At our
December meeting we have made ornaments, decorated
cookies and sent cards and made stockings for military
personnel; we sent care packages to our leader, Tiffany
Becker, when she was deployed to Kuwait for 10 months
and made her a quilt of valor upon her safe return. ►

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Parke Victory
President: Victoria Ruud
Other Officers: Vice President Lori Drake,
Secretary Allie Drake, Treasurer John Riley,
Reporter Savannah Dean, Recreation Leaders
Jack Cambier & Dakota Jacobsen
Leaders: Kathy Ruud, Diane Drake, Orrin Vandeburg
Number of club members: 21

Malta Mustangs Chloe and Kayla Wester raise goats and show
them at the 4-H Fair. Here they were showing their goats to 4-H
members on their club’s livestock caravan.

Activities: In October we decorated pumpkins for
Pumpkin Fest at a member’s farm and had a pizza
party. In November we have an annual potluck that
all families bring dishes to share. In December we
had a white elephant exchange. In January we made
Valentines for the cancer center and Oak Crest
retirement home. In April we had a speaker from
Kishwaukee College and made May Day baskets that
were given to Sycamore schools, both fire stations,
and the police department. In May we had a farm
tour. During June Dairy Month we went to Culver’s
with some animals and scooped custard to serve to
customers. ►

Malta Mustangs
President: Olivia Willrett
Other Officers: Vice President Kayla Wester,
Secretary Cody Sell, Treasurer McKenna Sell,
Reporter Chloe Wester, Recreation Leaders
Kailey Abbott, Noah Wester
Leaders: Dawn Cook, Larisa Willrett
Number of club members: 16
Activities: The Malta Mustangs activities include: Malta
Lion’s Club Holiday food basket packets, holiday cards
for veterans, Malta Days parade, Illinois Storm Chasers
program, livestock caravan, 4-H Foundation fundraiser at
Culver’s, holiday bowling party and providing animals for
Farm Safety Camp.

Mano a Mano
4-H Leader: Araceli Lopez King
Number of club members: 36
Activities: Our club has been active with two community
gardens - Founders Elementary in DeKalb and Sycamore
Public Library. We were part of the Cinco de Mayo
celebration in downtown Sycamore. Our members had the
opportunity to share their experience with our club to nonmembers. We also had our first camping trip to Russell
Woods in Genoa. Families enjoyed activities, playtime,
bonfire, and great camping food during our trip.
20

Connections

Allison and Kathia Morales of DeKalb watch as Lynette Limberis
leader of the DeKalb Choreboys and Choregirls teaches the girls
how to tie different types of knots.

Sandwich Town and Country Kids
President: Jackie Marco
Other Officers: Secretary Ashlyn Clancy,
Treasurer Carmen Vandermeer, Recreation Leader
Paige Sartori
Leader: Patty Marco
Number of club members: 6
Activities: Club members really enjoy the community
service projects that they do. The club partakes in the
annual Franklin Mall food drive, along with helping to
pack food donation boxes. Other service projects have
included making seasonal decorations for the hospital
and nursing home, Easter baskets for those in need and
valentines for veterans.

Shabbona Pioneers

Shabbona Pioneers members enjoy a water relay game at their
annual picnic with most members and families in attendance this
year.

President: Amber Pigott
Other Officers: Vice President Nolan Govig,
Secretary MacKenzie Kustes, Treasurer Joshua Anderson,
Recreation Leaders Catherine Bend
Leader: Amanda Hawk
Number of club members: 47
Activities: Our most recent activity was the club’s picnic
and potluck at Shabbona Lake. Families are invited,
games are played, some fish, and some present their talks
and demonstrations. It is a great 4-H family event. We
also have painted picnic tables at Shabbona State Park,
and have done yard work for people in the community.

Somonauk Haymakers
President: Avery Plote
Other Officers: Vice President McKenna Dayhuff,
Secretary Kenna Potter, Treasurer Piper Runge,
Recreation Leaders Benson Gudmunson, Malayna Kinney,
Brynn Pennington, Historian Morgan Potter
Leaders: Nathan & Kim Gudmunson
Number of club members: 20
Activities: Somonauk Haymakers activities are:
Christmas caroling at Garden Apartments in Somonauk,
Feed My Starving Children, Pancake Breakfast Memorial
Day, drink stand at the Somonauk
Memorial Day Parade, pork chop
dinner during the 4-H show, and
helping with the 4-H Food Stand.

Tilton Park Clovers
President: David Sutter
Other Officers:
Vice President Emma Akers,
Secretary Reagan VanderBleek,
Treasurer Timothy Sutter,
Recreation Leader Kelsey Nichols
Leaders:
Lisa Akers, Jennifer Nichols
Number of club members: 17

Sandwich Town & Country Kids members are: Cora Vandermeer, Jackie Marco,
Carmen Vandermeer, Ashlyn Clancy, Paige Sartori, and Hanna Ketterman.

Activities: This past year we have
focused on community activities and
serving the community. ■
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“This Isn’t Your Father’s Farm Bureau”
Young Leaders engage with Farm Bureau

The rainy weather couldn’t keep
Young Leaders from enjoying a
cookout at Whiskey Acres Distilling
Company in June. The evening
began with a welcome from DeKalb
County Farm Bureau President Mark
Tuttle on the importance of young-

adult involvement with Farm Bureau.
Tuttle said, “This isn’t your father’s
Farm Bureau” before sharing the
ways in which Farm Bureau has
progressed and appeals to younger
generations.
Participants then followed Jamie
Walter on a tour of
Whiskey Acres. Walter
owns Whiskey Acres

and is also a DeKalb County Farm
Bureau Board member very involved
with the future of agriculture. Walter
feels that, “Tomorrow’s Farm Bureau
can only thrive if the next generation
is ready and willing to answer the
call to action. We need the youthful
enthusiasm and ideas that these young
men and women bring to the table.” ■

Interested in joining Young Leaders? Follow the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau Young Leaders on Facebook or call the Farm
Bureau at 815-756-6361.

(Above) During a tour of the distillery, Jamie
Walter, owner of Whiskey Acres Distilling Co.,
shows Young Leaders the proper way to date an
aging whiskey barrel in the Whiskey Acres rick
house. (Right) Jamie speaks to Young Leaders
before beginning the evening farm tour.

2017 Discussion Meet
Are you passionate about agriculture and enjoy sharing your
innovative thoughts on agriculture issues?
The Young Leader Discussion Meet is an exchange of ideas and
information about a particular topic, in which contestants must analyze
problems and determine logical solutions. Judges look for a contestant
who offers constructive criticism, cooperation and communication while
analyzing agricultural problems and developing solutions.

District 1 & 2
July 31

6:45 p.m.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Sycamore

For more details - ilfb.org/youngleaders or facebook.com/ilfbyl
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District & State
Discussion Topics:
Question 1: Farmers are a
shrinking percentage of the
population. How can Farm Bureau
help first-generation farmers and
ranchers get started in agriculture?
Question 2: How can Farm Bureau
help members with increasing legal
and regulatory obstacles so they can
focus on farming and ranching?
District competition winners move
on to the state competition at the IFB
Annual Meeting, December 2-5, in
Chicago.
To register, email aschelkopf@
dekalbfarmbureau.org before
July 21. ■

FA R M M A N A G E M E N T

Managing your farm with
your best interest in mind.
We manage farms including grain, livestock, or any combination
of operations to meet each owner’s needs and objectives, whether
it be maximizing income, managing for appreciation, maintaining
productivity or trust administration.

Contact our farm managers today:
Scott Pumroy: 779.222.7105
scott.pumroy@firstmidwest.com

Lee Schramer: 779.222.7111
lee.schramer@firstmidwest.com

Farm Management Services:
Farm Consultation Services
Farm Visits
Budgeting and Planning
Detailed Reporting
Land Sales and Acquisitions
Real Estate, Operating
and Equipment Loans*
Investment and
Land Trust Services

* Subject to credit approval. Property insurance may be required.
Wealth Management services are offered through First Midwest
Bank. Most Wealth Management products are not FDIC insured.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Trips

Destination Door County
Cape Cod of the Midwest

Travel with DeKalb County Farm
Bureau and American Classic Tours
to Door County, Wisconsin, Oct.
11-13.
The three-day tour features a
guided tour of Door County, a stop
at Seaquist Farm orchard and Door
Peninsula winery, the must-do
fish boil, a visit to the Norwegian
Bjorklunden Chapel, and a tour of
the Door County Maritime Museum.
The group will have a two-night
stay at the Stone Harbor Resort, a
beautiful resort nestled on the waters
of Door County’s scenic Sturgeon
Bay.
On this tour you will see all of the
quaint areas of Door County−Sister
Bay, Ephraim, Bailey’s Harbor,
Ellison Bay, Egg Harbor, Gills Rock,
Cave Point and Northport.
Other highlights include unique
dining experiences: lunch at the
Lighthouse Inn overlooking Lake
Michigan in Two Rivers, dinner at
Nightingale Supper Club in Sturgeon
Bay, breakfast at the popular Al

Johnson’s Swedish Restaurant, a fish boil dinner at the Old Post Office in
Ephraim, and lunch at Log Den in Egg Harbor.
Cost of the Door County tour is $998 per person double occupancy, $1,129
single occupancy. Tour package price includes all tours and attractions,
motorcoach transportation, two-night hotel accommodations, six meals, taxes
and gratuities, luggage handling, trip insurance, and an experienced tour guide.
To register, contact the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. Full payment is due
with reservation. ■

Seven Brides for Seven Brothers

Seven Brides For Seven Brothers
is all boisterous fun and romance that
harkens back to the glory days of the
movie musical.
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Join Farm Bureau in seeing
Seven Brides For Seven Brothers
at Circa 21 on Wednesday, Aug.
23.
Set in Oregon in 1850, Seven
Brides For Seven Brothers tells
the story of Millie, a young bride
in the wilderness. Her plan to
civilize and marry off her six
rowdy brothers-in-law to ensure
the success of her own marriage
backfires when the brothers kidnap
six women from a neighboring
town to be their brides.
Bursting with the rambunctious
energy of the original MGM film,
this show is sure to please with

comedy and music wrapped into one
spectacular production.
Enjoy the matinee show from front
row seats in the historic Circa 21
Theater. In the dinner theater, you
will be served a delicious hot meal.
Lunch features a choice of plated
entrees and desserts.
The cost of this day trip is $75
for members, $85 for guests. Cost
includes motorcoach transportation,
lunch and the show. The motorcoach
departs from DeKalb County Farm
Bureau at 9 a.m. and returns by
6 p.m.
To register, contact the Farm
Bureau office, 815-756-6361. ■

COUNTRY
Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Meet Gavin Wilson

Financial Representative in DeKalb
Gavin Wilson is a COUNTRY Financial® representative with
the DeKalb-Kendall-Ogle Agency. He began his career with
COUNTRY Financial in October of 2004.
Gavin has lived in many cities throughout Illinois. His parents
worked in the advertising and television industry which allowed
him to experience different cities growing up. He was born in
Champaign and graduated from a high school in Oak Park. He
attended Northern Illinois University (NIU) in DeKalb and has
stayed in this area ever since. While attending NIU Gavin studied Music
Composition and Business, both of which have furthered his passion for the
arts and creating a successful career with COUNTRY Financial.
Gavin is a very talented
musician and performer. He
“The best part of this career
is currently involved with the
is being able to set individuals
Stage Coach Players community
theater, jazz band, performs at
up for their future. Sharing my
Oakcrest Nursing Home, writes
knowledge with others to impact
music and performs for the Prime
their lives is a game changer.”
Timers at the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau.
In his extra time he is the co-owner of the Hillside Restaurant in DeKalb
with his wife of 30 years, Mary. Gavin is the proud father of three adult sons,
Jason, Holden and Adam. Each are successful as one is a personal trainer in
Chicago, one is a chef and the other is a college student studying marketing at
NIU and pursuing a career as a music writer.
Gavin will celebrate his 13th year with COUNTRY Financial this fall. He
decided to work for COUNTRY to make an impact in other’s lives. “The
best part of this career is being able to set individuals up for their future.

www.countryfinancial.com
0617-083

Sharing my knowledge with others
to impact their lives is a game
changer,” said Gavin. “COUNTRY
Financial has been a rewarding
career and has allowed me to make
an impact on the community and
my clients with knowledge and a
bright future.”
Gavin can provide customers
with a wide variety of insurance
and financial products and services.
He serves customers from his
COUNTRY Financial office at 213
East Locust Street, DeKalb with
the assistance of his office assistant,
Alison Taylor. His office phone
number is 815-748-7064.

About the COUNTRY
Financial® group
The COUNTRY Financial
group (www.countryfinancial.
com) serves about one million
households and businesses
throughout the United States and
offers a full range of financial
products and services from auto,
home, business, farm and life
insurance to retirement planning
services, investment management
and annuities. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Blue & Gold Honors

Local students receive State FFA awards
It’s no surprise that DeKalb
County has many bright, hardworking young minds. June
13-15, FFA students and

chapters throughout the county
received several top awards
at the 89th Illinois FFA State
Convention held in Springfield.

Farm Bureau is proud to
congratulate local members,
chapters, and advisors on their
accomplishments.

DeKalb County students earning State FFA degrees included (front row, from left)
Morgan Johnson, Indian Creek; Audrey Harrod, Hinckley-Big Rock; Anna Drendel,
Genoa-Kingston; Jake Engel, Genoa-Kingston; Wyatt Sunderlage, Genoa-Kingston;
Nick Arnold, Sycamore; Olivia Willrett, DeKalb; (back row) Catherine Bend, Indian
Creek; Jacob Beauchem, Indian Creek; Elena Halverson, Hinckley-Big Rock;
Grant Kuppler, Hinckley-Big Rock; Austin Suddeth, Indian Creek; Jennifer Stevens,
Sycamore; and Austin Pfau, Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich.

DeKalb

Student Awards – State FFA Degree,
Olivia Willrett; American FFA Degree,
Katie Arndt.

Genoa-Kingston

Student Awards – State FFA Degree,
Anna Drendel, Jake Engel, Wyatt Sunderlage.
Chapter Awards – Illinois Farm Bureau Harvest
for All Award, Section 6 Winner.

Hinckley-Big Rock
Indian Creek’s Jenna Cowan won the
State Proficiency Award for Turf Grass
Management.
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Student Awards – State FFA Degree, Elena Halverson, Audrey Harrod,
Grant Kuppler; American FFA Degree, Matthew Davis; Star in AgriBusiness,
State Finalist, Elena Halverson.
Chapter Awards – Cooperative Activities Award; Heritage Award. ►

Indian Creek

Student Awards – Retiring State Officer, Treasurer, Cody Suddeth;
State Proficiency Winner in Turf Grass Management, Jenna Cowan;
State FFA Degree, Jacob Beauchem, Catherine Bend, Morgan Johnson,
Austin Suddeth; Honorary State FFA Degree, Jodi and Neil Suddeth,
Ann Horack.
Chapter Awards – Century Challenge Award.

Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich

Student Awards – State FFA Degree, Austin Pfau; American FFA Degree,
Ethan Plote; Chapter President Award, Bronze Emblem, Molly Toft.
Chapter Awards – Century Challenge Award; Cooperative Activities
Award, Gold Emblem and Section 7 Winner; Heritage Award; National
Chapter Award, Silver Emblem; Scrapbook Award, Bronze Emblem;
Sweepstakes Award; IL FFA Foundation Collection $9,000 Club.

Sycamore

Student Awards – State FFA Officer, Treasurer, Chase Clausen;
State FFA Degree, Nick Arnold, Jenny Stevens; American FFA Degree,
Chase Clausen, Jillian Diehl, Bailey Hunt, Heidi Smith; Section President
Award, Top Ten, Chase Clausen; Chapter President Award, Bronze
Emblem, Lori Drake.
Chapter Awards – Digital Scrapbook Award, Bronze Emblem. ►

Mason Cargola from Hinckley-Big Rock
accepted the Heritage Award on behalf of
his chapter.

Hiawatha FFA students met the Lincolns at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum during the state convention.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Blue & Gold Honors
continued

Justin Kinder and Sierra Savage accepted the
Cooperative Award for the Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich
Chapter.

(From left) Hinckley-Big Rock sisters
Audrey and Tomi Harrod performed in
the Illinois FFA Band.

Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich students
performed in the Illinois FFA Band. Pictured
(from left) are Lizzy Martin, Hannah Paver, Alex
Runge, Sam Flannigan, and Leah Fox.
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Sycamore FFA members enjoyed exploring the city of Springfield
when they took a break from the Illinois FFA Convention.

Chase Clausen elected
State FFA Treasurer
DeKalb County students serve as consecutive state treasurers.
After State FFA Treasurer Cody
Suddeth addressed convention attendees
in a tearful goodbye, Chase Clausen
was elected to replace him in a nailbiting election.
Chase is a 2016 graduate of Sycamore
High School. He previously served as
Section 6 FFA President, Sycamore
Chapter Treasurer and Sycamore
Chapter Secretary with Kara Poynter as
his advisor.
Chase is the son of Farm Bureau
members Jeff and Anna Clausen and has
two brothers, Justin and Jared that have
also been involved with FFA.
The new State FFA Treasurer is most
excited to travel the state meeting
members throughout different FFA
chapters and seeing how each ag
program operates. After serving as
treasurer, he hopes to pursue a degree
in animal science and become a
production animal nutritionist.

State FFA Officers from
DeKalb County Chapters
2017-2018
Chase Clausen
Treas., Sycamore
2016-2017
Cody Suddeth
Treas., Indian Creek
2012-2013
Darren Riskedal
Pres., Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich
2010-2011
Jeff Barnes
Treas., Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich
2008-2009
Annie Larson
Treas., Indian Creek
1995-1996
Lynn Boughton
Pres., Indian Creek

Sycamore’s Chase Clausen
was elected as the 2017-2018
Illinois FFA State Treasurer.

Chase is the fifth FFA member
from Sycamore High School to
serve as a state officer. Previous
state officers from Sycamore
were: Steve Dietz, Larry Firkins,
Darwin Hall and John Rich. ■

Indian Creek’s Cody Suddeth
(right) finished his year serving
as Illinois FFA State Treasurer.
Cody’s experience with FFA has
helped him decide to pursue
teaching agriculture. Cody is
pictured with newly elected
Treasurer Chase Clausen (left).

1993-1994
Steve Dietz
Vice Pres., Sycamore
1989-1990
Jim Davis
Vice Pres., DeKalb
1987-1988
Charles Benson
Reporter, DeKalb
1976-1977
Larry Firkins
Vice Pres., Sycamore
1973-1974
Darwin Hall
Vice Pres., Sycamore
1970-1971
John Rich
Vice Pres., Sycamore
1968-1969
Jim Johnson
Vice Pres., DeKalb
1946-1947
Ira Aves, Jr.
Reporter, Kirkland
1936-1937
Harvey Schweitzer
Sec.-Treas., DeKalb

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

What if?

I’ve been thinking.
What if there was a thing that could be produced not just for food, but for
hundreds of other products, too?
What if that thing could be easily propagated and collected? What if it
didn’t spoil easily so it could be stored for long periods of time and shipped
around the country or around the world with no refrigeration and minimum
waste? What if the size, shape, and density of that thing made it easy to
design efficient containers and conveyances to store and move it?
What if, at a moment’s notice, that thing could be used for food or
renewable energy, depending on what was needed most? Better yet, what if
it could be used for both simultaneously? What if you could break that thing
into various components and thus make food for protein-producing livestock
and clean-burning fuel for cars at the same time?
What if that thing were a plant? What if it could be adapted to be grown
almost anywhere, in a wide range of soils and climates? What if scientists
could continuously tweak this plant so it could yield more on less land with
less water, less fertilizer, and fewer pesticides?
What if, while it was growing, the plant would produce ample amounts of
oxygen while removing tons of carbon dioxide from the air? What if farmers
could experiment with their growing techniques for this plant to minimize
soil erosion, water pollution, fuel use, and emissions?
Wouldn’t that be wonderful?
What if I told you this thing—this plant—already exists? It does, and
chances are that if you live in the U.S., there’s a field of it within a few miles
of where you’re sitting. It’s the #1 crop grown in our state and our nation.
It’s corn.
So, what was it that got me thinking so hard about corn?
Every year, one day of the National Ag in the Classroom Conference
features tours of agricultural sites. This is usually my favorite part of the
conference, because I get to experience facets of U.S. agriculture I’ve never
seen in person. I’ve sweated in the hot sun of a sugar cane field in Louisiana,
inhaled the fruity aroma inside a tart cherry processing facility in Utah, and
squinted across the dusty pens of a sheep feedlot in Colorado.
This year’s conference was in Kansas City, Missouri. Of the seven tour
choices offered, I settled on the one named “Corn is King!” Practically every
ag literacy program I coordinate touches on corn in some way, so I figured it
wouldn’t hurt to learn more about it.
The tour was of an Ingredion processing facility where they make several
kinds of modified starch. You’ve probably seen “modified cornstarch” or
“modified food starch” in the ingredients lists of various food products. (The
term “modified” refers to the starch having been physically or chemically
treated to enhance its properties as a thickener, emulsifier, or other use.)
When you run across modified starch it was probably made in the facility I
visited, as it produces about 70% of the modified starch used in the U.S.
The Ingredion facility reminded me of an enormous boiler room, with its
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Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordinator.
Follow her Stray Kernels blog at www.
straykernels.wordpress.com.

huge steel tanks, labyrinth of pipes,
hissing steam, rumbling machines,
and random puddles on the cement
floor. I’ve always hated boiler
rooms. So as I tried to hear our tour
guide while ignoring the hissing and
rumbling, I thought deeply about
corn.
You’ve probably heard from critics
who say that corn’s dominating
presence in our grocery stores is a
bad thing. That it’s part of a giant,
greedy conspiracy whose players
include farmers, food manufacturers,
and the government. I’m anything
but an expert on the incentives
and economics that play into corn
production and use. But my feeling is
that for all the reasons I listed in my
“what ifs” earlier, corn is amazing.
Rather than disturbing me, I find it
miraculous that within just a few
hours of my day, corn fuels my car,
makes my paper smooth, keeps my
pudding creamy, and feeds the pigs
that make my bacon.
Corn IS king! ■

NEW Benefit Platform
for Farm Bureau Members
DeKalb County Farm Bureau is excited to announce thousands of
NEW membership benefits through Abenity.
Now you can enjoy exclusive access to thousands of discounts on everything
from hotel rooms, rental cars, 77 waterparks and theme parks (even Disney
World), 32 zoos and aquariums, sporting events, concerts, new Ford vehicles
to prescriptions. Whether you are at home or traveling across the United
States, you can find offers near you.
Over 302,000 discounts in these 14 categories are available to you
as a Farm Bureau member:

• Attractions & Tours

• Gifts & Flowers

• Automotive

• Health & Wellness

• Cellular Phones

• IL Farm Bureau Exclusives

• Concerts & Events

• Movie Tickets

• Electronics

• Restaurants

• Everyday Living

• Travel

• Fashion & Beauty

• Unique Experiences

One Stop Savings
• Just log into https://ilfb.abenity.com,
register and create your own username
and password. You will also need to
enter your DeKalb County Farm Bureau
number.

For more information or to obtain your
membership number or for help on
initial sign-up assistance, call the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau at
815-756-6361.

• You can also download the Illinois
Farm Bureau Member Benefits app
for iPhones/iPads by searching in the
app store. For Android devices you can
download the Abenity app
through the Google Play store.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Surviving the
Best and Worst
of Mother Nature
By Casey Watkins, Seed Sales Specialist
I think it is safe to say that this
year hasn’t been like any other. Who
would have thought we would go
from a cold, wet April into mid-May,
to baking dry for three weeks. Then
by mid-June, accumulating four
inches of rain and spots of hail?
I’m not sure about the rest of you,
but I’m getting a little frustrated with
Mother Nature. Timely applications
of nitrogen, seeding, and herbicides
have been a struggle to say the least,
but as tough as farmers are, we are
surviving yet another year.
Speaking of nitrogen (N), we are
proud of how smart farmers have
become with managing N. Our late
season applications of nitrogen are at
a higher percentage per farmer every
year, and we’ve become critical on

the 4R protocolRight Source,
Right Rate, Right
Time, and Right
Place. Throughout
the Conserv
system, we are
on track with all
forms of sidedress/
topdress N ─ right
on schedule!
Even though
we were a bit
later in planting
this year, corn is
able to sense that
it is behind, and will actually push
its growth and try to catch up ─ an
incredible feat that will definitely
help us this fall. By using the N
advantage, paired with switching to
earlier corn in-season, this will help
us when we harvest another crop.
However, soybeans are another
story, as they will rely on sunlight
duration and not heat units.
Early forecasts for wheat look
promising, and even though we had a
cool, wet start and plenty of disease

pressure, we are expecting 5-7 days
earlier harvest than average.
Farmers have done just about
all they can do to prepare for
harvest─from tilling, planting,
fertilizing, and protecting the crop.
Now we trust that Mother Nature
supports our work and pays us back
for taking care of the soil as best we
can.
I don’t know about you, but my
wife and I hope my grumpy days of
2017 wicked weather are over. ■

www.conservfs.com
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THE DESTINATION
FOR TOTAL HIP AND
KNEE REPL ACEMENT.
Northwestern Medicine Kishwaukee Hospital’s Joint Center is the area’s top choice
for joint care. We’re the first in Illinois to receive The Joint Commission’s Gold Seal
of Approval for Advanced Certification for Total Hip and Knee Replacements. Learn
how you can receive better joint pain relief by going to kishjointcenter.org.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau

33

Center for
Agriculture News

Four Seasons Gardening Webinar: Fruit
The final in a series of University of Illinois Extension’s Four Season
Gardening Webinars focuses on tree fruits later this month.
“Grow Your Own Backyard Tree Fruit: The Science of Tree Fruits
Revealed” webinar is scheduled for July 25 at 1:30 p.m. at the DeKalb
County Extension, located in the Farm Bureau Building.
Tree fruits can be grown in your backyard with proper care and training.
Andrew Holsinger, Extension Horticulture Educator, will reveal reasons for
managing your backyard tree fruits wisely. Learn the basics of backyard tree
fruits and how selection, training, and pruning are key factors for success.

There is no fee to attend, but
advance registration is encouraged at
the DeKalb County Extension office,
815-758-8194. If you wish to listen
to the webinars from home, you can
register at: go.illinois.edu/4seasons_
webinars or http://web.extension.
illinois.edu/hmrs/4seasons/. ■

Get emails, texts from USDA
Keep up with USDA Farm Service Agency news with GovDelivery
emails or text messages. No office? No problem!
Receive text message alerts from FSA while on-the-go, in the field, on the
tractor or even on horseback.
Contact the DeKalb County FSA office to subscribe to text message alerts
and receive important updates on:
• Deadline reminders
• Program notifications
• Reporting requirements
• Local outreach events.
Your local FSA office can provide instructions
for subscribing to text messages and email
communications.
34
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Standard text messaging rates
apply. Expect to receive no more
than two text messages from FSA
each month, on average. Participants
may unsubscribe at any time.
For more in-depth FSA program
information, you can choose
standard the electronic news bulletin
by email. Visit www.fsa.usda.gov/
subscribe. ■

Test your water for nitrates
Testing your tile, ditch or stream
water for nitrates is an important part
of your conservation efforts on your
farm.
A water testing program for
nitrates is being conducted
throughout the state. Water kits are
currently available at Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD)
offices.
The DeKalb County SWCD office
has established dates for testing farm
water. Farmers may bring in water
samples on Tuesdays – July 18, Aug.
8, Aug. 15, Sept. 5, Sept. 12, from 9
to 11 a.m. on these days.
Water samples need to be at least
eight ounces. Test results will be
confidential.

This free water testing program is
designed to engage farmers in the nutrient
and water quality issues facing agriculture
by providing information on possible
nutrient losses from farming.
By comparing water testing results to other known concentrations and
research results, farmers can begin to understand their own impact on water
quality and consider management practices which may reduce their losses.
Nutrient levels of runoff water can vary greatly depending on the time of
year, temperature, rainfall and in-field practices. A measurement of flow would
also be needed to determine the total nutrient loading into a water body and a
measurement of acreage being drained would be needed to know the pounds per
acre leaving the field.
This water testing program is being sponsored by the Illinois Farm Bureau,
Illinois Corn Growers, Illinois Council on Best Management Practices and the
Zea Mays Foundation as part of the Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy.
For more information contact Dean Johnson at 815-756-3234, extension 3, at
the SWCD office, located in the Farm Bureau Building. ■

Eat a pork chop and buy some animals at 4-H Blue Ribbon Auction!
Sunday, Aug. 6 is the final day of
the DeKalb County 4-H Fair. But
it’s not a slow day for the fair – it’s
one of the biggest days!
Many travel to the Sandwich
Fairgrounds on Sunday for a
delicious pork chop barbecue dinner
and stay for the 4-H Blue Ribbon
Auction to support young people
who show livestock.
The pork chop dinner, prepared
by 5 B’s Catering, is offered
from 11 a.m. until 12:45 p.m. It
includes two pork chops, coleslaw,
applesauce, baked beans, a roll and
beverage. 4-H volunteers help with
the barbecue.
Tickets for the pork chop meal
are $10 in advance at the DeKalb
County Extension office (by Aug. 3)
or $12 that day.
Proceeds from the dinner go
to support the auction and 4-H
members.
The 4-H Blue Ribbon Auction
gets underway at 1 p.m. in the beef
show arena. Buyers are welcome
to bid on 4-H members’ animals –
beef cattle, pigs, sheep, goats, dairy,
chickens and rabbits.

Can’t make it to the auction? Then
consider donating to Friends of 4-H,
a fund which helps buy some of the
animals at the auction.
This is the 27th year for the
Livestock Auction at the DeKalb
County 4-H Fair.
For more information contact the
DeKalb County Extension office,
815-756-6361. ■

Pork Chop Dinner
& 4-H Auction
Sunday, Aug. 6

Sandwich Fairgrounds
11 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.
Pork Chop Dinner
1 p.m. 4-H Blue Ribbon Auction

Share Your Snaps

DeKalb County Farm
Bureau Photo Contest

Snap, share and send your favorite photos to the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau. Photos will be posted on our Facebook page weekly. The photo
with the most “likes” by the last day of the competition will be printed in the
following Connections magazine. This summer’s theme is Farm Animals.
• Photo contest is open to local, amateur photographers. This contest is
not intended for those who sell their photographs.
• Take pictures of any animals on a farm!
• Make sure your camera or Smartphone is set to the highest resolution for
quality and your photo is sent at its original size.
• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief
description of the photo and the story behind it.
• Watch for your pictures to be posted on the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/DeKalbCountyFarmBureau.
• Click “like” on the photo you enjoy most, and share it with family and
friends.
The last day of this season’s contest is Friday, Aug. 18. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Crazy for
Patsy Cline
Tribute
Don’t miss this musical
performance on August 7th!

The ‘Crazy for Patsy’ Patsy Cline
Tribute Band has been performing
in the Northern Illinois region for
the past several years. The show is
a celebration of the music of Patsy
Cline from the early honky tonk
rhythm with yodeling to the enduring
crossover pop hits that everyone
knows and loves.
See the Patsy Cline Tribute Band
on Monday, Aug. 7 at DeKalb
County Farm Bureau. They will be
performing for the Prime Timers
program beginning at 1 p.m. in the
Farm Bureau Theater.

Prime Timers welcome the Patsy Cline Tribute Band to Farm Bureau on Aug. 7.
Register soon for this spectacular performance.

Vocalist Jill Sanderson has been
performing music in this area for
the past 20 years. She has appeared
in many musical productions,
including “The Fanatics,” “Oliver,”
and “Joseph and The Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat,” with

Get your rural water well tested
Rural residents in DeKalb County
can have their well water tested
through a program offered by the
Farm Bureau in August.
The water screening will include
extensive testing for commonly used
agricultural chemicals by Heidelberg
Laboratories based in Ohio.
Water testing kits may be obtained
Aug. 21-25 at the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau office. The water
sample should be taken on Aug. 28
and be returned to the Farm Bureau
office the same day.
Water samples are screened for
methachlor and alachlor herbicides
like Aatrex, Dual, Harness and
Marksman. Aatrazine, found in
Aatrex, Marksman and other
combination herbicides, is one of
the most prevalent herbicides found
in private water supplies. Other
screenings includes nitrates, nitrites,
ammonia, chloride sulfates, soluble
36
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reactive phosphorus, silica and
conductivity.
Cost of the testing is $85, payable
to Heidelberg Labs, when acquiring
a kit at the Farm Bureau office.
The water screening program is
being offered to Farm Bureau rural
members.
Test results will be mailed to
members and will be confidential. ■

community theatre companies and
“Meet Me in St. Louis” and “Into the
Woods,” with Clock Tower Dinner
Theatre in Rockford. Currently
she enjoys both her roles as school
librarian by day/lounge singer by
night in the DeKalb area.
Known primarily for his work as a
jazz and classical guitarist, Virtuoso
Fareed “Freddy” Haque steps into
some cowboy boots to play the
western swing music of Patsy Cline.
DK Kolars will play lap steel and
Jonny Gifford will play drums.
Prior to the performance Prime
Timers are welcome to attend the
monthly luncheon which starts
at 12-noon in the Farm Bureau
Auditorium. Lunch fee is $7,
payable at Farm Bureau by Aug. 1. ■

Save on theme parks
Farm Bureau members can save money this summer by purchasing theme
park and water park tickets at the Farm Bureau office.
Great America, Gurnee – Tickets are $47 (one day general admission) for
ages 3 and up, which is a savings of $24.99. Children 2 and under are free.
These tickets do not include Hurricane Harbor, but are valid for Fright Fest.
Santa’s Village, Dundee – Tickets are $17.25, which is a $7 savings over
the daily rate. These tickets are available for any day that the park is open;
there are no blackout dates and parking is free.
For more information, call the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361. ■

Insuring your farm doesn’t
have to be difficult
Your land is your legacy, make sure it’s covered. With an AgriPlus® policy from
COUNTRY Financial®, we offer higher limits on the coverages most important to you.
Talk to a local financial representative today!
Phil Hasz

815-756-8026

Paul Hewerdine
815-895-2002

Kathy Martin
815-786-6584

Craig Popp
815-756-9536

Curtis Burket

David Gingerich

Dan Howes

Steve Klopfenstein

Dean Miller

Chris Patterson

Mike Shipley

Gavin Wilson

815-786-2209
815-756-9536

815-748-7064
815-756-9536

815-784-6688
815-824-2920
815-756-9536

815-748-7064

Policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL. Auto, home and business insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®,
COUNTRY Preferred Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Casualty Insurance Company®. Life insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Life Insurance Company® and COUNTRY
Investors Life Assurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

0415-540HC-14092-3/8/2017

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178

