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Connecting to You

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Farm Mentors

Mark Tuttle is a 4th generation farmer
from Somonauk and president of the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

It’s been another challenging spring for agriculture in DeKalb County.
Although we had a mild winter, rain followed by more rain followed by more
rain made it difficult to get crops planted. The ideal conditions envisioned every
spring by this farmer didn’t hold true. But through faith and determination I was
able to get the seeds in the ground with the hope that the rest of the growing
season will be more forgiving.
During unpredictable times like this I have to reflect on the wisdom of those
who came before me. For most of us involved in agriculture that reflection
includes the mentoring from a father and grandfather who remind us of the cold
winters, wet springs, dry summers, and erratic falls that preceded us.
As a mentor, my Dad provided knowledge of the past, reasoning for the
present and hope for the future. It is often difficult to rely on Mother Nature for
your successes, but having someone that has lived through every situation in
your farm family helps.
So as a consoler in difficult times, a history buff in similar situations, or a
teacher of farming and way of life, I thank my Dad and all dads for what they
have provided to our industry.
Happy Father’s Day! ■
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On Prairie Drive

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Raindrops & A Corn Crop
We’re weathering the weather again in farm country. This
spring has been especially challenging for farmers, planting
corn between the raindrops.
To help you understand our dilemma, let me share
our planting scenario. It was too cold and too wet to start
planting in April (even though some farmers did) so we wait
until May. Rain delays push back our start date to May 16.
Jim gets two big days of planting in before it rains again.
Finally the soils dry out enough to get going on May 22.
He pulls an all-nighter knowing it’s going to rain the next day, and it did. Even though soil
conditions are not ideal, he starts back up again on May 25 and the next day is rained out. On
Memorial Day he resumes planting and finishes corn on May 30.
So what’s the big deal? For one, farmers are trying their darndest to plant a good corn crop.
It’s what they do, to feed us. They don’t like this long drawn out planting season; they have
big equipment that can plant a couple hundred acres on a dry, sunny day. They don’t want to
compromise our good, black fertile soils so they wait until it is fit. But unfortunately as time
goes on corn yields will diminish as we surpass our optimal planting dates. A further worry,
some farmers were still planting in June. June 5th was the last date for corn to be fully protected
by crop insurance.
Farmers are crop makers and risk takers. Their biggest risk this planting season was the
weather. They know they won’t have the record-breaking yields like last year, but they still are
hoping for a good crop. Even in a challenging wet spring, farmers are optimists. ■
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Find the soybean
and win!
Let’s see if you can find the
soybean (resembling the one
above) in this month’s issue of our
magazine and be eligible to win a
prize.
Email your answer to
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
or call us, 815-756-6361, by June 28
for your chance to win.
When responding by email, please
include the page number and exact
description of the location of the
soybean on that page. You will also
need to include your name, address
and phone number in the email.
Correct answers will be put into
a drawing and one winner will be
drawn to receive a $20 gift card.
Last month’s winner of the corn
kernel contest was Wendell Hueber
of Sycamore. The kernel was hidden
on page 12 in the gift basket. ■

Calendar
June
June 16
East Troy Railroad Tour
East Troy, Wis.
9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.
June 29
Young Leaders Cookout & Tour
Whiskey Acres, DeKalb
6 p.m.
Register by June 23

July
July 3-4
Independence Day Holiday
Farm Bureau Office closed
July 10
Prime Timers BBQ
Featuring Those Funny
Little People
5:30 p.m.
$8, Register by July 5
July 19-20
General Projects 4-H Show
July 22
Farm & Food Field Trip
Jones & Sanderson Farms
8:30 & 11:30 a.m. tours
$10
Pre-registration required
at FB office
July 30
Cubs Game
Farm Bureau Trip to Miller Park
Milwaukee, Wis.
Bus departs at 9:30 a.m.

August
Aug. 4-6
DeKalb Co. 4-H Livestock Show
Sandwich Fairgrounds
Meetings are held at the Center for
Agriculture unless otherwise noted.
For most meeting reservations contact
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office,
815-756-6361.

Follow us!
facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
twitter.com/DCFBureau
pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

Send magazine comments to:

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s website:
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org

Farmers are Diverse
Farm families make up
less than 2 percent of
the U.S. population. They
are diverse, growing
conventional, biotech
and organic crops. They
also raise traditional
and specialized livestock
for meat, milk and
eggs. Whether their
businesses are big or
small, today’s farmers
strive for continuous
improvement in food
production.
Over time, the tools and
methods of farming have
changed. So too has
consumer interest in
food and transparency
about how it is produced.
The intersection of these
two trends is what drives
much of the interaction
that takes place today
between farmers and
consumers.
Source: American Farm Bureau,
National Institute of Food and Agriculture
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Raising Grass-Fed Beef

Grass-fed beef is not the norm, but a niche in DeKalb County

A crop farmer turned grass
farmer, Matt Gehrke has
found a niche market for his
grass-fed beef.
From the get-go Matt didn’t want
to compete with the local cow-calf
and feedlot herds that are fed a
grain diet, but chose to use forages
in his pastures for feeding his herd
of Angus-crossbred cattle.
“It was a learning curve,” said
Matt, “I realized I had to give
myself a chance to fail.” His
farmstead, located three miles south
of DeKalb, is surrounded by cattle
pastures. “I’m here on Route 23, in
front of God and everyone else,” he
snickered, suggesting there’s “no
pressure” to succeed.
Matt understands why DeKalb
County’s productive farmland is
used to grow the primary crops of
corn and soybeans and untillable
pasture ground (mostly out west) is
ideal for raising cattle. But he chose
to take corn & soybean ground out
of production and plant forages in
its place.

The Gehrke Grass-Fed Beef cattle graze on forages in green pastures adjacent to the
farmstead in rural DeKalb. The cattle herd rotates between five different pastures on
36 acres.

“It was unconventional to take the world’s most productive land out of crop
production and put cattle on it. That being said, I should be able to raise one heck
of a forage crop on that same land. Being unconventional became the new normal
here,” said Matt.
After much research, he created a production model using 36 acres for five
different forage pastures to rotate his cattle herd. He learned it was important to
change the cattles’ grass diet so that they would continue to eat and gain weight.
“Cattle are finicky eaters,” said Matt. “After a while they wanted more than the
lush pasture.” So he supplemented fresh grasses with dry hay and incorporated
a variety of other forages. His green plant mixture
includes: clover, alfalfa, peas, barley, oats, brassica,
rape seed, turnips, kale, sun hemp, and triticale,
depending on what plant will thrive based on the time
of year.
The grass farmer practices management intensive
grazing by moving animals daily to scavenge the
fresh naturally grown greens. Cow manure fertilizes
the grasses, and with plant material, builds carbon
sequestration in the soils, improving plant growth. ►
(From left) Matt Gehrke works closely with Blue Goose
owner Paul Lencioni and General Manager Matt Bank in
supplying grass-fed beef to the store. He provides 400
pounds of beef each month to Blue Goose.
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“With my grass-fed beef, I am selling at the top of
the meat market and it’s paying off.” - Matt Gehrke

Christa and Matt Gehrke and daughters
raise Angus crossbreds to sell exclusively
to Blue Goose supermarket in St. Charles.
The meat is sold fresh from the meat
counter.

About Grass-Fed Beef

This new venture for Matt and his family is an aside to his full-time
job as a general contractor and co-owner of Swedberg & Associates.
His carpentry skills come in handy for improvements to their cattle
sheds.
Gehrke Grass-Fed Beef is processed at a local meat locker and then
trucked to Blue Goose Supermarket in St. Charles where they dryage the beef, cut, package, and sell it fresh from their meat counters.
At Blue Goose, they sell about 400 pounds of the Gehrke Beef each
month.
Matt says he has a “great relationship” with Blue Goose owners to
which he sells his grass-fed beef for a premium price. “They are all
Grand Champions,” said Matt, meaning the quality of beef is supreme
and he is paid a premium for raising them.
Consumer demand for his grass-fed beef is strong at Blue Goose,
attracting customers from the Fox Valley area. “People have more
food choices today,” says Matt’s wife, Christa, an elementary teacher.
“It’s a niche market that provides us some income. And our meat is
higher in omega 3’s, which provides a healthier choice.”
“There’s room for everyone,” says Matt, about being a
cattle farmer. “Farm income is dictated by market price
and margins are tight. Farmers work hard and sometimes
are not compensated very well. With my grass-fed beef,
I am selling at the top of the meat market and it’s paying
off.”
Matt gets help with raising 30 head of beef a year from
his wife and three daughters – Grace, Maggie and Riley.
It’s something he and his family enjoy doing together. ■

• Grass-Fed Beef, also called
Grass-Finished Beef, are cattle
that have been raised on a
forage diet their entire lives,
typically on a pasture. Grainfed cattle start their lifecycle
on pasture eating grass before
moving to a feedlot for grainfinishing.
• It takes longer to finish grass-fed
cattle vs. grain-fed cattle, usually
about 18 months.
• Health benefits include: more
omega-3 fatty acids, more
conjugated linoleic acid, more
antioxidant vitamins such as
vitamin E, and less total fat.
Source: Cattlemen’s Beef Board
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Around theFARM
by Paul Taylor

A Wet Spring

This spring planting season of 2017
has reminded me of something my dad
said to me and my older brother Lloyd
nearly 50 years ago.
The three of us had been preparing
equipment for spring field work. We
had it all planned out how we could
accomplish so much a day to get done
planting corn, then the soybeans, all
the while hauling manure from our
new confinement hog buildings and
planting seed corn and vegetables on
schedule.
As we discussed possible rain
delays, Dad’s words still echo to me
today, “You boys don’t know what a
wet spring is!”
Our family had been on the farm
north of Baseline Road for over 50
years and had experienced a variety of
weather conditions. Farming was much
harder then. Dad matured on the farm
still spring plowing a lot of ground and

Dad’s words still echo to me
today, “You boys don’t know
what a wet spring is!”

all the fields got worked about three
times at least, plus applying spring
anhydrous ammonia. No wonder he
was happy to be done planting by
Decoration Day as it was called at
our house back then.
Writing this article the week before
Memorial Day, a lot of fields have
not been touched yet and a surprising
amount of corn remains to be
planted; his words come back to me.
The spring of 1974 was very wet
and late, coincidentally followed by
an early fall frost. And sometime in
the early 1990’s, I believe we went
over a 30-day stretch with only one
day of field work. On many DeKalb
County farms, with our heavy, clay
soils, we live by the mantra that “A
dry year will scare you, but a wet year
will hurt you.”
Perhaps one might have expected
a weather market to be developing,
but not yet. The “fund traders” at
the Board of Trade are driven by
computer trading algorithms that
don’t reflect the Corn Belt weather

Paul Taylor is a fifth generation grain farmer
who grows corn, soybeans and vegetables
in northern DeKalb County, near Esmond.

issues yet. So their “net short position”
will wait on the market while they
assume a bumper crop is coming
again. Having the network news folks
broadcasting from DeKalb County that
the crop is late or unplanted in June and
in trouble may change their positions.
My mother told me that my Grandpa
Taylor, in the late 30s, would sit in his
Morris chair after lunch each day by
the window, smoke his pipe and listen
to the farm show on the radio. In a wet
spring like 2017, I can only imagine
what he might ponder about the access
to and knowledge current farmers have
about reasonable risk management
tools and crop insurance. How strange
our contemporary concepts of seedbed
tillage, GPS technologies, and farm
drainage would seem to him.
With horses to farm with and wet holes
everywhere on the farm, he’d probably
say, “You boys don’t know what a wet
spring is!” ■

Flashback to the past. In 1967, we
planted corn with our Oliver 1950
tractor pulling an eight-row 38 inch
International Harvester planter.
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HAY & STRAW

Hay is grown specifically for use as livestock feed. It can vary
from a dark green when freshly baled to a lighter green after
time in storage.
Hay can either be a single species or a mixture of plants. Alfalfa,
clover, ryegrass, and timothy are commonly grown for hay.
Hay contains more nutrition than straw because it is harvested
before the plants go to seed. (Once a plant goes to seed, it
pushes much of it nutrients into the seeds.)
Like drinking straws, the stems of wheat or oat straw are hollow.
Straw is often used as bedding for cattle or horses. It can also
be used as a feed component for cattle.
When hay is cut, it is left in the field for a day or two to dry.
The same is true for the stems of wheat or oats after the grain
is harvested. Once the cut plants are dry, they are raked into
windrows in order to be baled. ■
Straw is a by-product of growing grains like wheat
or oats. It is the cut stems of the plants which
remain after the grain is removed. Straw is usually
yellow or gold.

Hay (above) and straw (below) can be baled into small or large square
bales, or large round bales depending on the needs of the farmer.
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Properly Propagate Geraniums

Photos courtesy of Janice Weber

To save your favorite geranium without digging it up, take 4-inch
cuttings in late August. Stems that have not flowered are best. Make the
cut an eighth of an inch below a pair of leaves and strip the leaves from
the bottom third.

8

Insert them up to the lowest leaves in 3-inch pots containing a half-andhalf mix of coarse sand and perlite or peat. Water and drain well before
planting. Some advise putting the potted cuttings in one gallon zip bags,
leaving about a half inch open. Whatever you choose to do, give cuttings
bright light but no sun.
Don’t over-water. Keep cuttings on the dry side. They should root in
about a month. Wait an additional week or two before transplanting them
to 5-inch pots containing a potting mix. Then, use half-strength fertilizer
every other week. Gradually introduce them to a sunny window. ■
Connections

Janice M. Weber, University of Illinois Extension
DeKalb County Master Gardener

You Gotta Love Geraniums!

Geraniums have come a long way from the leggy plants with redorange balls on Granny’s windowsill. Nowadays they have pizzazz!
Their flowers can be single or double, bold, dainty, or even tulip
shaped. Leaves can be colorful, trailing, or scented. Geraniums are
reliable performers that can reward you with color until frost.
It’s tempting to plant them once
the weather warms and you’re dying
for a splash of color, but geraniums
will be injured if planted too early.
Wait for night temperatures above
50 degrees.
Most geraniums love five to six
hours of sun, more in filtered light.
They also appreciate a little late
afternoon shade. Select a site where
water drainage is good. Heavy clay
soils need organic matter. Use a
potting mix when planting them in
containers.
Plant tags are the best guide for
suggested spacing. Smaller plants
generally do well 12 inches apart.
Water them the first time with a
starter solution of plant food to
get their roots off to a good start.
Mulching is recommended.
Geraniums look nice in front
of shrubs, massed in beds and
in containers. They add color to
the perennial bed after blooming.
Remove old geranium flowers by
breaking them off at the stem base to
encourage faster bud development
and for clean-up.
Most geraniums do better if they
aren’t coddled. Lots of sun is what
gives them the most flowers. Water
them once a week, when the soil
feels dry. Yellowish leaves are

usually a sign of overwatering.
Fertilize them about once a month
with a balanced solution (10-10-10
or 20-20-20).

Types of Geraniums

Most common are the zonals,
which were bred to be sturdy, with
large flower heads. They come in
many colors. Seed geraniums are
the most economical. The plants and
flowers are smaller and their leaves
are plain, but they produce lots of
flowers.
Here are some unusual geraniums
and their needs:
Ivy geraniums have succulent,
glossy leaves and cascades of
flowers that look good in hanging
baskets. Protect them from hot
afternoon sun. It’s important to
give them moderate but consistent
moisture. Too much water causes
corky blemishes.
Alpine cascading geraniums
are a more heat and drought
tolerant trailing type. They produce
masses of spidery flowers that
look wonderful in hanging baskets.
You’ve seen pictures of them in
Swiss windowboxes.
Fancy-leaf geraniums are
striking with white edges or
contrasting color in their leaves.

Scented geraniums have aromatic
leaves, but smaller flowers. Both do
best with some shade.
Stellar geraniums have star-shaped
flowers and striking cut leaves that can
be colorful. They have a delicate look,
but don’t need special care.
Martha Washington, also called
Regal geraniums, have large showy
flowers, but require 60 degrees or
lower at night, to stay in bloom. They
prefer light shade and are best grown in
pots to move them out of hot sun. Keep
them evenly moist.
Geraniums don’t have many diseases
or pests. During wet summers the
mold, botrytis, can turn the leaves
a brown-grey. If aphids, mites or
white flies show up, spray them with
insecticidal soap. Infestations aren’t
that common, but deer have a taste for
geranium flowers.
In my yard, the squirrels go insane
every fall and start chewing off
geranium stems. Next month you’ll
read about my battle with chipmunks.
Check out the dazzling geraniums at
nurseries or visit a geranium specialist,
such as Shady Hill Gardens in Elburn.
You’ll bring home many new favorites.
This year’s All-America Selections
winner is Calliope Medium Dark Red.
It is drought and heat tolerant. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Q: Can you raise pigs without antibiotics?
A:

Some farms raise pigs without antibiotics,
but if pigs become ill they may need
antibiotics in order to get well.

In a perfect world, farm animals (or humans for that matter) would never
need an antibiotic. That would be a great thing because it would mean that
the herd is healthy and not sick. However, just like humans, from time to
time, pigs and other farm animals can become sick.
There are a variety of things that can cause illness in pigs — stress
brought on by moving pigs or weather changes, secondary infections
caused by viruses, or chronic illness that lingers.
Antibiotics are used in two situations, for therapeutic and
sub-therapeutic uses.
Of course if an animal is sick, farmers have a responsibility to treat that
animal and help it to become well again. That would be a therapeutic use of
an antibiotic.
Sub-therapeutic use is when antibiotics are given to an animal to
prevent illness or an infection that could lead to an illness. For example,
on my farm, I know that if I am moving pigs from the nursery to the
finisher during cold damp weather, there is a good chance they might come
down with something. So after consulting with my veterinarian, I may give
the pigs an antibiotic to prevent them from becoming sick. It is easier and
more cost effective to do this than to wait for them to get really sick.
Your doctor does the same thing with you. You may be going in for a
procedure and he may put you on some antibiotics so you do not develop an
infection.
Some farms raise antibiotic-free meat. However, even in a good system
some of those animals are going to become ill. Those animals that become
ill should be treated, tagged and separated from the animals that have not
received antibiotics and sent to a traditional market.
The concern with some antibiotic-free farms is the premium they receive
might encourage sick animals not to be treated because they would have
to separate and sell that animal for less. It could mean that some animals
suffer for no reason. Not treating a sick animal is not an option.
Pigs that are given antibiotics have to go through a withdrawal
period before they are marketed and their meat is sold. Thus, there
are no antibiotics in the meat you eat. Therefore the meat from the animal
that was given antibiotics and the meat from the pig that wasn’t given
antibiotics is virtually the same. The only difference is that the antibioticfree labeled meat costs more.
10
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Carl Heide is a fourth generation farmer from
DeKalb who raises pigs, corn, soybeans, and
peas. Carl, his wife LeAnn, and daughters
Samantha and Julia live on the family farm.

Raising pigs with the use of
very few antibiotics is the goal of
all livestock farmers. Antibiotics
are expensive and livestock
farmers do not have Blue Cross
Blue Shield insurance to cover a
pig’s medical expenses!
I do everything I can to make
sure that I use a minimal amount
of antibiotics. I keep my pigs
healthy with good nutrition, good
bio-security, and work closely
with my veterinarian. After all, I
give my family the same meat that
I provide to yours. ■

Got a question
for a farmer?
Submit your farm and food questions to
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org.
We will share questions with our local
farmers and publish their answers
as space allows in upcoming
issues of Connections.

Are antibiotics in my food?
Due to the use of antibiotics in animals and on farms, some people are
concerned about the safety of food. It is important to know that meat,
poultry and milk are rigorously monitored by law. Meat, poultry and
milk for human consumption must pass inspection and monitoring by the
USDA Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS).
Additionally, in 1996, the federal government established the National
Antimicrobial Resistance Monitoring System (NARMS), a collaborative
effort between the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) as an “early warning” system to track any resistant
bacteria in humans, animals and retail meats.
Farmers and ranchers are diligent in following specific withdrawal
periods to ensure animals are free of any antibiotics before entering
the food system.
This means if they use an antibiotic on a pig, they have to record the
date, medication given, dose and withdrawal length. They are audited by
the plant that purchases the hogs, and they inspect these records a couple
times a year. They also review feed records to see what farmers feed their
hogs.

What is being done to monitor antibiotic usage?
Responsible use of antibiotics is important in all settings, including
agriculture. Farmers, ranchers and veterinarians are legally and ethically
obligated to follow the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA)
requirements for the use of antibiotics on farms and ranches.
An example of these requirements are FDA Guidances 209, 213 and the
Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD), which became effective on Jan. 1.

The directive states that antibiotics
that are medically important (to human
illness) will no longer be used for
growth promotion in food animals.
Antibiotics will only be available for
therapeutic and prophylactic use –
meaning to treat or prevent disease.
Veterinarian oversight is
required. Feed grade antibiotics
and water medications will require
veterinarian oversight — similar to
a drug prescription.

When are antibiotics used,
anyways?
Farmers do not constantly treat farm
animals with antibiotics. When they
do use antibiotics, they must follow
ethical and legal requirements to
do so according to label and dosing
instructions approved by the FDA.
When animals being raised
“antibiotic free,” including those
on organic farms, get sick, they
are treated with antibiotics. These
animals are simply separated from the
non-antibiotic group, are treated, and
are later marketed as conventional
after proper withdrawal times have
elapsed.
When sick animals are being treated,
farmers carefully and closely monitor
them until they return to good health.
If farmers did not treat sick animals,
many would suffer and possibly
die. This would be inhumane – and
even those who say they are against
antibiotic use agree that sick animals
should be treated. ■
Source: U.S. Farmers & Ranchers
Alliance, www.fooddialogues.com.
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Test your farm’s
water for nitrates
Testing your tile, ditch or stream
water for nitrates is an important
part of your conservation efforts
on your farm.
A water testing program for
nitrates is being conducted
throughout the state. Water kits are
currently available at Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD)
offices.
The DeKalb County SWCD
office has established dates for
testing farm water. Farmers
may bring in water samples on
Tuesdays – June 13, June 20, July
11, July 18, Aug. 8, Aug. 15, Sept.
5, Sept. 12, from 9 to 11 a.m. on
these days.
Water samples need to be at least
eight ounces. Test results will be
confidential.
This free water testing program is
designed to engage farmers in the
nutrient and water quality issues
facing agriculture by providing

information on possible
nutrient losses from
farming.
By comparing water
testing results to other
known concentrations
and research results,
farmers can begin
to understand their
own impact on water
quality and consider
Dean Johnson tests this water sample from a farm tile
management practices
for nitrates. The SWCD office is providing this free water
which may reduce their
testing for farmers to help them understand water quality
and reduce nutrient losses.
losses.
Nutrient levels of
runoff water can vary greatly
This water testing program is being
depending on the time of year,
sponsored by the Illinois Farm Bureau,
temperature, rainfall and in-field
Illinois Corn Growers, Illinois Council
practices. A measurement of
on Best Management Practices and
flow would also be needed to
the Zea Mays Foundation as part of
determine the total nutrient
the Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction
loading into a water body and a
Strategy.
measurement of acreage being
For more information contact Dean
drained would be needed to know
Johnson at 815-756-3234, extension
the pounds per acre leaving the
3, at the SWCD office, located in the
field.
Farm Bureau Building. ■

Rural water well testing

Rural residents in DeKalb County can have their well water tested through a
program offered by the Farm Bureau in August.
The water screening will include extensive testing for commonly used
agricultural chemicals by Heidelberg Laboratories based in Ohio.
Water testing kits may be obtained Aug. 21-25 at the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau office. The water sample should be taken on Aug. 28 and be
returned to the Farm Bureau office the same day.
Water samples are screened for methachlor and alachlor herbicides like Aatrex,
Dual, Harness and Marksman. Aatrazine, found in Aatrex, Marksman and other
combination herbicides, is one of the most prevalent herbicides found in private
water supplies.
Other screenings includes nitrates, nitrites, ammonia, chloride sulfates, soluble
reactive phosphorus, silica and conductivity.
Cost of the testing is $85, payable to Heidelberg Labs, when acquiring a kit at
the Farm Bureau office. The water screening program is being offered to Farm
Bureau rural members.
Test results will be mailed to members and will be confidential. ■
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Farm Country

Monarch issues
involve farming

Beef
Scholarship
offered

Farmers’ conservation efforts can
help increase monarch populations.
Keeping the monarch butterfly off
the threatened or endangered species
list is getting some serious attention
in Illinois. The Illinois Department
of Natural Resources is the lead state
agency involved with that effort,
but locally, farmers can have a great
impact on the population.

What farmers can do:
• Use best management
practices for butterflies and
other pollinators in regards
to mowing and pesticide use.
• Plant pollinator habitats.
“Our focus now is preventing the
listing and proving that it doesn’t
need to go on a list,” said Lyndsey
Ramsey, associate director of natural
and environmental resources for the
Illinois Farm Bureau. “We can do it
on our own, and that’s going to take
leaving milkweed in non-crop areas,
around your farm buildings, along
your roads or along your ditches.”
Another step includes farmers
planting pollinator habitats.
If the population doesn’t improve
and the monarch butterfly lands on
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
endangered or threatened species list,
farming practices could be greatly
impacted.

“Mowing or spraying, using cropprotection products – that could be
something that requires permits,”
Ramsey said. “It could be something
that’s not allowed in certain spaces
or certain times. It can take a lot of
shapes and forms.”
In the end, it’s about understanding
incoming information from federal
and state agencies as well as sending
information back to agencies showing
which practices are helping improve
the population.
“My first concern is walking us
through the Endangered Species Act
process and making sure our farmers
understand what’s going on and
understand what the ramifications
are,” Ramsey said. “And we also need
to get all of their good practices that
they’re doing documented and into the
hands of Fish and Wildlife so they can
understand that our farmers care about
conservation.” ■
Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

How is the
corn growing?
Find out from local farmers at
http://www.dekalbfarmbureau.org/
crop-report/

Farmers report crop conditions and weather
each week on Farm Bureau’s website. ■

Young Leaders Cookout – June 29
Come to a cookout and enjoy a tour of Whiskey Acres with the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Young Leaders on Thursday, June 29 at 6 p.m.
Young Leaders is a Farm Bureau program for 18-35 year olds interested in
agriculture and meeting other young people. If you would like to attend this
event please join the DeKalb County Young Leaders Facebook page or email
aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org. ■

Applications are soon due
for the Bernie Robertson
Beef Scholarship.
The scholarship
application form is posted
on the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau website:
www.dekalbfarmbureau.
org, under “Scholarships”.
Students should download
the form from the website,
complete and return the
application to the Farm
Bureau office.
The deadline to apply for
this scholarship is Friday,
July 7.
The $1,000 scholarship
will be awarded to a
deserving college student
from a beef family.
The scholarship is being
presented by the Robertson
family and the DeKalb-Kane
Cattlemen’s Association in
memory of former cattleman
Bernie Robertson.
To be eligible for the
scholarship, a student or
their parent must be a
member of the Illinois Beef
Association for the past two
consecutive years and also a
member of the DeKalb-Kane
Cattlemen’s Association.
Students applying must
have recently graduated
from high school or are
currently in college pursuing
an undergraduate degree.
For more information,
contact Cattlemen’s
President Grant Miller, 815761-3359. ■

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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New PM Member
Rosalie “Rosie” Sanderson Trump will always be a farm
girl at heart. She no longer lives on her family’s grain and
beef cattle farm but is passionate about her country life
experiences.
Today, she blogs about growing up on a DeKalb County
farm and coordinates consumer education through the
Illinois Farm Families program. She’s also a mom and
wife.
Rosie is one of the first to become a “PM” professional
member of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. This new
membership level is designed for people like Rosie
– an agribusiness person who supports agriculture
and the Farm Bureau organization. Not a hard sell for
Rosie whose family has been actively involved in Farm
Bureau and whose farm now is being run by the seventh
generation of Sanderson’s.
“As someone who has had a lifelong relationship with
agriculture, I am naturally driven to support the industry
however I can. My career path has not led me back to
production agriculture, but I still find value in the work
I do every day sharing the story of farmers through
consumer education,” said Rosie.

“Farm Bureau has been giving farmers the
support and representation they need for
longer than I’ve been around, so I am glad
that there is an option for me to be a part
of this organization as an agribusiness
professional.” - Rosie Sanderson Trump

“While my role in supporting farmers is important, it is not all-encompassing. Today’s farmers need representation
in multiple arenas in order to remain successful and ensure the future of the industry. Farm Bureau has been giving
farmers the support and representation they need for longer than I’ve been around, so I am glad that there is an option
for me to be a part of this organization as an agribusiness professional.”

The new PM membership allows agribusiness professionals to vote, serve on the county Farm Bureau Board,
receive the FarmWeek newspaper and have access to other membership services.
The PM membership classification was adopted this spring by the Illinois Farm Bureau after having been approved
by farmer delegates at the state Farm Bureau meeting. DeKalb County Farm Bureau introduced
the concept as a measure to attract agribusiness persons who interface with farmers.
The three levels of Farm Bureau membership are: “PM” professional member for agribusiness persons,
“M” farm member for farmers and landowners, and the “A” Associate member for other persons. ■

Are you an Associate member in an agribusiness field?
You can reclassify your membership to a PM member
by calling the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361.
14
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Senior Scholarships awarded

Scholarships

Ten high school seniors selected for Farm Bureau scholarships.

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation congratulates local high school
seniors who received this year’s Senior Scholarships. A committee of Farm Bureau
members made the selection of scholarship recipients based on academics, leadership
and community service.
Each of the students was honored with the scholarship at their school’s awards
program last month. The $1,200 scholarship will assist with college education expenses.

Jenna Cowan

Indian Creek
Iowa State University
Agronomy

Sycamore
Kishwaukee College
General Education

Sycamore
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Biological Systems Engineering

Heidi Harbecke

Sycamore
Louisiana State University
Engineering

Rachel Hughes

Kiyas Kousoulas

Anna McComb

Olivia Willrett

Jessica Yaeger

Jessie Zenz

Sycamore
University of Illinois
Biochemistry

Lori Drake

Sycamore
Northern Illinois University
Finance

Theresa Guss

Students receiving the
scholarship are featured with a
listing of their high school, college
choice, and major. Farm Bureau
salutes these college-bound
students of Farm Bureau families. ■

DeKalb
Colorado State University
Animal Science/Agricultural
Economics

DeKalb
Penn State University
Agricultural Sciences

Genoa-Kingston
University of
Wisconsin-Stout
Industrial Design

DeKalb
St. Norbert College, Wis.
Business Administration

Scholarship deadline nears for college students
Get your application in soon for
Farm Bureau’s College Scholarships.
Applications are due by Friday,
June 16.
The DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation for Agriculture offers the
following college scholarships – Ag
Discipline, Baie General, Medical,
and Morley Science scholarships.

Applications for these scholarships are available on the Farm
Bureau website: www.dekalbfarmbureau.org or at the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau office.
To qualify, students or their parents must be members in
good standing since Jan. 1, 2015. Those students applying
who are 22 years or older must have their own Farm Bureau
membership.
For additional information, contact the Farm Bureau office,
815-756-6361. ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Food Favorites

BBQ Beef Biscuit Sliders
BBQ Beef Ingredients
1 beef Tri-Tip Roast

(11/2

pounds)

Slaw
11/2 cups coleslaw mix

1 cup hickory-flavored barbecue
sauce, divided

1 red pepper, seeds and stem
removed, diced

1 tablespoon chipotle peppers in
adobo sauce, seeded and minced

1/2 cup green onions, cut in
thin,1-inch strips

18 baked low-fat buttermilk biscuits
(about 2 to 21/2-inch diameter), split

1/3 cup coleslaw dressing

3/4 cup crushed corn tortilla chips or
homemade tortilla strips

2 tablespoons chopped fresh
cilantro leaves
Salt and pepper

Instructions
Combine barbecue sauce and chipotle peppers; reserve
3/4 cup sauce mixture. Brush some of remaining sauce
mixture onto all sides of roast.
Place roast on grid over medium, ash-covered coals or
over medium heat on preheated gas grill. Grill; covered
25 to 35 minutes for medium rare (135°F) to medium
(150°F) doneness, basting roast with remaining sauce
while grilling and turning occasionally.
To prepare slaw, combine coleslaw mix, bell pepper,
green onions, dressing and cilantro in medium bowl;
toss to combine. Season with salt and pepper to taste.
Refrigerate until ready to serve.

Remove roast when instant-read thermometer registers
135°F for medium rare; 150°F for medium. Transfer
roast to carving board; tent loosely with aluminum foil.
Let stand 15 to 20 minutes. (Temperature will continue to
rise about 10°F to reach 145°F for medium rare; 160°F
for medium.)
Carve roast across the grain into
thin slices. Toss with reserved 3/4
cup sauce mixture.
Evenly divide beef slices, coleslaw
and tortillas among biscuits. Close
sandwiches.

Tangy Grilled Back Ribs
Ingredients
4 pounds pork back ribs
1 cup French dressing, reduced-fat
2 tablespoons dry onion soup mix
2 tablespoons honey
1 tablespoon soy sauce, reduced-sodium

Instructions
Season ribs with salt and pepper. Grill ribs over indirect medium
heat for 11/2 - 2 hours until tender.
Combine dressing, soup mix, honey, and soy sauce in a small
bowl and mix well. Let stand 15 minutes or until needed.
Brush ribs with sauce during the last 15-30 minutes of cooking.
Serve remaining sauce with ribs.

16

Connections

Pink Pork
is Perfectly
Palatable
Summer means it’s time to
grill! Grill masters armed
with tongs, spatulas,
sauces and seasonings fire
up the pit and celebrate the
season with burgers, brats,
chicken, steak – the list
goes on and on. You’ve no
doubt got your favorites!
But do you ever wonder if
that meat you’ve sizzled
to perfection is truly done?
Fear not, grill master!
Read on to master the
art of internal cooking
temperatures.

G

!
N
O
RILL

Internal Cooking Temps
145o

Beef, pork, veal, lamb, ham, fish
160o
Ground meats, eggs
165o

Poultry leftovers, casseroles

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Beyond the Farm Gate
Why should school kids have
all the fun? Dig into local
agriculture during this “field trip
for big kids” to two family farms.
When you drive past the city limits
of any town in DeKalb County, you
drive into farm country. Open fields
stretch for miles, punctuated by
farmsteads and towering grain bins.
Do you ever ponder about what
you’re seeing—or not seeing? Why
aren’t there more green pastures
with grazing livestock? Why do
most farmers in our area grow corn
and soybeans instead of carrots and
squash? Where are the family farms?
What is that farmer spraying and why?
If you’ve ever wondered about area
farms, July 22 will be your chance to
ask questions. Two local farm families
will open their doors for guided tours
and conversation about what they do
and why.
Tracy Jones will showcase his
livestock and grain farm near Clare.
At the Jones farm, visitors will
explore animal care in a beef feedlot
setting, crop production technology,
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Meet the families behind the farms during the Farm & Food Field Trip
on July 22. Register now to reserve your seat on the bus!
farm machinery, and grain handling. Participants will also examine the impact
of GPS, fertilizers, pesticides, and biotechnology on farm sustainability.
A few miles away, three generations of Sandersons: Gerry, sons Dan and
Dale, and grandsons Trent and Kurt will show the varied facets of their farm.
Land stewardship—
maximizing crop yields
while building soil and
environmental health—
is a key focus of their
operation. Employing
cover crops like
radishes and ryegrass;
comparing organic
and conventional crop
production methods; and
machinery technology
will be featured during
this tour.
A lunch featuring
Illinois-grown products
will be served on the
Jones farm. ■

Farm & Food
Field Trip

Candid conversations about farm sustainability

July 22, 2017
What does it mean for
farms to be sustainable?
Join us for a traveling conversation
to two family farms.

• Interact with local farmers.
• Compare organic and conventional food production.
• Ask your questions about GMOs and pesticides.
• Learn about farm animal welfare.
• Discover how technology impacts sustainability.

Trip Details
• Meet at DeKalb County Farm Bureau; travel via
motorcoach to the Jones & Sanderson farms.
• Registration fee of $10 per person includes lunch
on the farm.
• Morning tour departs at 8:30 a.m. and returns at 1:30 p.m.
• Afternoon tour departs at 11:30 a.m. and returns at 4:30 p.m.
• Open to ages 12 and up.

Space is limited. Reserve your seat now by calling or visiting
DeKalb County Farm Bureau to register, 815-756-6361.
Sponsored by DeKalb County Farm Bureau in partnership with the Sanderson
and Jones family farms and DeKalb County Convention & Visitors Bureau

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Honoring Dad on Father’s Day

Farming

with my Father

There’s a special bond between fathers
and sons, especially those who farm
together. Working side-by-side growing
crops and raising livestock, here are
some father-son family farmers.

Don & Bert Huftalin
Farm: Corn, soybeans, wheat, hogs in rural Malta
Why I like farming with my father: My dad and I have
common goals and values that we want to accomplish on our
farm. Together, we maintain that continuity.
Father’s favorite farm task: Combining
Father’s truck & tractor: Truck - 2011 Chevy Colorado,
Tractor - John Deere 9220
Father’s hobbies: Reading history books, travel, golf
Father’s favorite saying: “Let the tail go with the hide!”
What others don’t know about my father:
Dad was in the International Farm Youth Exchange in
Switzerland in 1956 and also is a Korean War veteran. He
has a strong sense of family and likes to mentor others. Dad
also is very caring, more than he lets on sometimes. ■

Barry & Brett Smith
Farm: Corn, soybeans in rural Sandwich
Why I like farming with my father: Working with my dad
on the farm is all I have ever wanted to do. I have been
fortunate, that from a very young age, my dad has let me
take on responsibilities and make decisions that have a
true impact on our operation’s outcome. He has provided
guidance, but allowed me to make mistakes, and lessons
learned from those mistakes have helped shape who I am,
our relationship, and the way we run our farm. I feel truly
blessed to be able to get up every day and work side-by-side
with him and my grandfather on our family’s farm.
Father’s favorite farm task: Combining a good corn crop
Father’s truck & tractor: Truck - 1996 Dodge Ram,
Tractor - Case IH MX 275
Father’s hobbies: Traveling and hiking
Father’s favorite saying: “It’s all good.”
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What others don’t know about my father: He spends
almost all his free time and a lot of his working hours doing
everything he can to spend time with his 9 grandchildren. ■
Connections

Eric, Steve & Kurt Swenson
Farm: Corn, soybeans in rural Waterman
Why I like farming with my father: Eric – It’s a privilege to be
able to spend time with my dad because he makes farming not
seem like a job or work. Nothing is better than working side-byside with my dad because we know what each other is thinking
without even talking — we’re always on the same page.
Kurt – Farming with Dad has provided us with much respect for
him and what he does. We see how hard he works in farming to
provide for our family. He takes pride in what he does, and we
strive to be like him.
Father’s favorite farm task: Combining corn and soybeans
Father’s truck & tractor: Truck – GMC Canyon; Work Tractor –
John Deere 8100, Collector Tractor – 1953 Farmall Super M
Father’s hobbies: Jet skiing at Lake Wisconsin, playing Euchre,
golfing
Father’s favorite saying: “Super Peachy Keen!”
What I want others to know about my father: Eric – In the
past, he raced stock cars at several northern Illinois race
tracks, worked as a cement finisher for 10 years, and loved
feeding cattle. Kurt – He is always willing to help anyone in a
time of need. ■

Tim & Joe Gulotta
Farm: Corn, soybeans in rural Esmond
Why I like farming with my father: My father has an invaluable
breadth of agricultural experience and knowledge upon which
we base our operation. When my father and I challenge and
question each other, the end result is typically an improved
practice.
Father’s favorite farm task: Harvesting corn and soybeans
Father’s truck & tractor: Truck – Ford 150, Tractor –
John Deere 8200
Father’s hobbies: Bocce ball, reading, exercising
Father’s favorite saying: “Enjoy life while you can.”
What others don’t know about my father: He taught high school
agriculture in the 1960’s in Wisconsin. As a square dancer in the
1980’s, no one could do-si-do like Joe! ■

Farming

with my

Father
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Wilder & Martha Fay

More than a half century ago, Wilder Fay served on a committee
to help plan Farm Bureau’s 50th Anniversary picnic at Hopkins
Park. Wilder, a Waterman grain and hog farmer, was involved in
the DeKalb County Swine Association and offered up the idea of
grilling and serving a pork chop meal to Farm Bureau families.
The success of the pork chop
barbeque at the Farm Bureau picnic
inspired Wilder and his wife Martha
to start a small outdoor catering
business. The new business was quite
unique then with Wilder grilling pork
chops over an open pit of hot coals
and Martha and their help making
side dishes for a complete tasty meal.
That same year, in 1962, Wilder and
Martha launched Fay’s Pork Chop
Bar-B-Que and served meals at the
Bureau County Fair, Mendota Fair
and the Sandwich Fair.
Needless to say, Fay’s Pork Chop
Bar-B-Que was well received and
grew to become a thriving business!
From the onset, Wilder and Martha

considered it a family business
with all of their eight children
involved – Jackie, Jane, Bob,
Marcia, Linda, Tom, Jim and
Joanna – with each having their
own special jobs. Eventually,
in-laws and grandchildren
helped with the family business,
Jane and Joanna Fay established a legacy with
along with neighbors, relatives,
the Farm Bureau Foundation to honor their
friends and employees.
parents, Wilder and Martha Fay.
Wilder told others that the
importantly, to honor their parents,
family’s catering business “helped
the Fay sisters provided the Farm
with repairs on the farm.” Family
Bureau Foundation for Agriculture
members also indicated that “in lean
with a legacy gift in memory of
farm years the business kept the farm
Wilder and Martha.
running.”
“We felt blessed to be in the Fay
Fifty-five years later, the business
family,” said Jane, “and wanted to
is now managed by the Fay’s son-inestablish a legacy with the Farm
law and daughter, Bob and Marcia
Bureau Foundation to honor our
Dempsey, and continues to be
parents.”
owned by family members.
“They instilled in us great values
Reflecting on the past, Jane
and a work ethic,” added Joanna.
and Joanna Fay hold a special
“I’m sure they would be happy to
appreciation for the former
know they made a difference in our
connections between their
lives and would be very honored by
parents and Farm Bureau. And
our actions.”
to take that relationship one
Wilder and Martha were teachers,
step further, they note that
farmers and business partners. Like
their maternal grandfather,
their parents, Jane and Joanna were
Charles M. Johnson, was
well-educated and have some of
a charter member of Farm
the same genuine qualities. Joanna,
Bureau.
a retired elementary teacher, and
Because of the family ties
Jane, a retired nurse and health
to Farm Bureau and more
care professional, both reside in
Wisconsin. ■
Wilder Fay and his wife Martha
started Fay’s Pork Chop BarB-Que in 1962. The successful
outdoor catering business is
now in its 55th year and still
family managed and owned.
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exhibit features Farm Bureau
DeKalb County Farm Bureau and its
founding father, Henry H. Parke, are
among the featured stories in the new
“Adventures” exhibit at the Sycamore
History Museum.
The exhibit showcases people like
Parke, who left the area to further
his education and then taught college
biology at West Virginia before
returning to Sycamore to lead the Farm
Bureau movement.

“Agriculture is such a huge part of
our community history,” said Michelle
Donoho, executive director of the
Sycamore History Museum. “And
Henry Parke has such a unique story
being from here, leaving and then
coming back.”
The “Adventures To and From
Sycamore” exhibit showcases Parke
with photos of him speaking at a
Farmer’s Institute, where he was
educating farmers about improving soil fertility in the early 1900s.
Another photo shows Parke in his later years on a float in the City of
DeKalb’s 1956 Centennial parade with the name given to him as “The
Grand Old Man of American Agriculture.”
In the Ag Adventure part of the exhibit, visitors will also see
memorabilia from the DeKalb County Farm Bureau and old farm tools.
“It’s a wonderful opportunity to share the history of Sycamore people
involved in farming and the community,” said Bill Lenschow, museum
board member and volunteer assisting with the exhibit. With the museum
being situated on the Engh Farm on the edge of Sycamore, it was fitting
to have agriculture part of the new exhibit, said Lenschow.
There are eight different displays within the exhibit showcasing four
different themes: education, immigration, military and expeditions.
Featured are the travels of local people to Alaska, Japan, Sweden,
Mexico, France and Iraq. Some
include Swedish immigrant
Gustaf Carlson, Kristina Garcia
from Mexico, Alaskan adventurer
Preston Jones, and Michael
Emmer who served in Iraq.
Museum hours are Tuesday
through Thursday and Saturday,
10 a.m. until 3 p.m, or by
appointment, 815-895-5762.
Admission is $5. The Sycamore
History Museum is located at 1730
N. Main Street, Sycamore. ■

Museum Director Michelle Donoho and Board
Member Bill Lenschow take a closer look at
Farm Bureau memorabilia in the Adventures
exhibit. The two were instrumental in including
agriculture as part of the new exhibit at the
Sycamore History Museum.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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The Charles Nash Story

Car maker creates Nash cars in 1917
receive room and board and schooling.
In return for his care, he worked after
school for the Lapworths. The court
stipulated that when Charley became 21
years of age he would receive $100 and
a new suit of clothes.
Charley worked under these
circumstances until he was twelve,
when he ran away from the Lapworths.
Charley ended up in Michigan, near
Flint, where he continued his schooling.
His roaming nature soon saw a move
back to Illinois to the Alexander
McFarlan Farm at Mt. Morris, where
he met his future
wife, Jessie Halleck.
Eventually they moved
back to Flint, Michigan,
where Charley got a job
with the Flint Road Cart
Company.
At the age of 20,
Charley quickly became
shop superintendent.
He designed many
manufacturing
improvements and better
assembly methods, which
lowered costs and greatly
added to the company’s
profits. Charley was on
the road to success.
In 1906, William C.
Durant reorganized the
Flint Road Cart Company
and the name was
changed to the DurantDort Carriage Company.
As this new company
prospered, Charley
became an important part
A 1955 advertisement for automobiles shows
of the company.

Charles Nash was born Jan.
28, 1864 on a farm in Cortland
Township, DeKalb County.
“Charley” was the son of D. L. and
Anna Caldwell Nash, who separated
when Charley was about six years
old. Neither parent was able to care
for the young boy so the DeKalb
County court appointed a guardian
for him.
Charley was legally bound to
a farm family named Lapworth.
The stipulations were that Charley
would live with the Lapworths and

the many features of the Nash car.
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Charles Nash worked his way up in the
carriage and motor car businesses,
eventually owning Nash automobile
company in the early 1900s.

Durant started the Buick Motor
Company and in 1910 Charley
became president. Under Charley
Nash’s guidance, Buick rose from
a losing position to making a profit
of $800,000 in 1911 and climbing
to a profit of $12 million in 1914.
But Charley, wanting to own his
own motor car company, sold his
holdings to Durant and left the
company in 1916.
A short time later, he concluded
a deal and purchased the business
of the Thomas B. Jeffery Company
in Kenosha, Wisconsin, makers of
Rambler and Jeffery Automobiles.
The Jeffery models were phased
out and replaced by the first Nash
models in 1917. And it all started
in DeKalb County!
The Nash automobile isn’t the
only car tied to DeKalb County.
The Farrell automobile was
manufactured in Hinckley in the
early 1910s. ■
Information provided by the Joiner
History Room DeKalb County Archive

COUNTRY
Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Meet Kathy Martin

Financial Representative in Sandwich
in many activities and giving back
to the community that means
so much to her. She is also the
co-chair of the Lake Holiday
Recreation Group and secretary of
the Tri-County Kiwanis Club.
Kathy carries a full schedule
but still finds time for her family,
friends and hobbies of jewelry
making and painting ceramics.
Kathy joined COUNTRY
Financial in May of 2002 and
recently celebrated her 15th year
with the company. She decided
to work for COUNTRY to help
families with their life plans
and the flexible schedule her
career offers.
“I love working with clients as they go
“I love working with
through their life journey from earning
clients as they go through
their driver’s license to starting a family
their life journey from
earning their driver’s
of their own. Helping each client achieve
license to starting a family
their goals and dreams has made the
of their own,” said Kathy.
last fifteen years a joy and adventure.”
Helping each client achieve
their goals and dreams has
Kathy Martin of COUNTRY
Financial® is a representative of
the DeKalb-Kendall-Ogle Agency.
Kathy began her career with
COUNTRY Financial in May of
2002 and has held her insurance
license in Property and Casualty
since 1989.
Kathy is originally from Mt.
Prospect and grew up in Westchester.
She moved to DeKalb County in
1989 and has placed roots within the
Sandwich community.
She is active in the Sandwich
Chamber of Commerce, participating

www.countryfinancial.com
0517-149

made the last 15 years a joy and
adventure.
Kathy lives in Sandwich with her
husband Jeff and daughter Beca
who is currently pursuing a degree
in nursing.
Kathy can provide customers
with a wide variety of insurance
and financial products and services.
She serves customers from her
COUNTRY Financial office at 347
West Church, Suite B, Sandwich.
Her office phone number is 815786-6584.

About the COUNTRY
Financial® group
The COUNTRY Financial group
(www.countryfinancial.com)
serves about one million households
and businesses throughout the
United States and offers a full range
of financial products and services
from auto, home, business, farm
and life insurance to retirement
planning services, investment
management and annuities. ■
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Ag Literacy

Drawing Ag
Understanding

“Drawing is putting a line around an idea.”— Henri Matisse
Want to understand something better? Draw a picture
of it. Once again, Farm Bureau provided the opportunity
for elementary students to do just that, during the
annual Food for Thought placemat design contest.
The contest encourages teachers to incorporate lessons about
agriculture in their classroom. Hosting Ag in the Classroom (AITC)
presentations is one way they do so. Teachers also supplement the
AITC experience by sharing farm books or videos and leading class
discussions.
Once they’ve acquired an understanding of the topic, students
illustrate what they’ve learned by creating colorful and detailed
placemat designs.
Each grade level theme correlates with the Ag in the Classroom
lessons which were presented previously by Farm Bureau volunteers.

Cortland 1st grader Abbie Russell’s design was a
first place winner in this year’s Food for Thought
placemat contest.

Abbie Russell discusses her winning illustration with Sycamore Culver’s owner Amanda
Corona (left), and her teacher Mrs. Vicki Bock (right). At least 2,500 Culver’s customers
were treated to the placemats which were used as tray liners in April.
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Design themes include:
1st grade - If I were a Farmer
2nd grade - Thanks to Dairy Cows
3rd grade - Farm Grown
4th grade - I’m Connected
to Agriculture
5th grade - Agriculture Careers
A total of 747 entries from 41
DeKalb County classrooms were
submitted for this year’s contest.
Winners, teachers, and families
attended a special awards night
held at the Center for Agriculture
in April. During the event, winners
and honorable mention recipients
were celebrated and their designs
were on display.
First place winners’ designs were
printed on placemats to be used in
area restaurants. First through third
place winners received gift cards,
and honorable mention recipients
earned special certificates. All
entrants received participation
ribbons for their efforts. ►

Placemat Contest Winners

Ag Literacy

First Grade
1st Place - Abbie Russell
Cortland Elementary
Mrs. Vicki Bock, teacher
2nd Place - Alexandria Dylka
Cortland Elementary
Mrs. Leslie Larson, teacher
3rd Place - Ava Frances
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Jan Foster, teacher

Second Grade

1st Place - Everet Hulthen
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Susan Foster, teacher

Everet Hulthen

Second Grade, Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Susan Foster, teacher

Madison Loebach

Third Grade, Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Julie Headley, teacher

2nd Place - Ethan Flake
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Susan Foster, teacher
3rd Place - Elizabeth Jergens
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Denise Myers, teacher

Third Grade

1st Place - Madison Loebach
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Julie Headley, teacher
2nd Place - Eliza Tatro
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Maria Carpenter, teacher
3rd Place - Cooper Rissman
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Maria Carpenter, teacher

Fourth Grade

1st Place - Izzy Turner
Indian Creek Elementary
Ms. Joann Pardridge, teacher

Izzy Turner

Fourth Grade, Indian Creek Elementary
Ms. Joann Pardridge, teacher

Miah Alvarado

Fifth Grade, Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Mary Mokry, teacher

Placemats printed with the winning designs were
provided to the following locations:
Barb City Manor, DeKalb

Hinckley Café

Culver’s of Sycamore (April 28-30)

Martha’s Kitchen, Malta

DeKalb Columbus Club

Lincoln Inn Family Restaurant, DeKalb

DeKalb Moose Lodge

Shabbona Café

Egg Haven, DeKalb

Sycamore Café

Hillside Restaurant, DeKalb

Taxco Restaurant, Sycamore

2nd Place - Mia Riffell
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Tara Faivre, teacher
3rd Place - Avery Boehne
Indian Creek Elementary
Ms. Joann Pardridge, teacher

Fifth Grade

1st Place - Miah Alvarado
Indian Creek Middle School
Mrs. Mary Mokry, teacher
2nd Place - Reese Rissman
Indian Creek Middle School
Mrs. Mary Mokry, teacher
3rd Place - Brooklyn Rylko
Hiawatha Elementary
Miss Kara Christensen, teacher ■
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Trips

Destination Door County
Cape Cod of the Midwest

Travel with DeKalb County Farm
Bureau and American Classic Tours
to Door County, Wisconsin, Oct.
11-13.
The three-day tour features a
guided tour of Door County, a stop
at Seaquist Farm orchard and Door
Peninsula winery, the must-do
fish boil, a visit to the Norwegian
Bjorklunden Chapel, and a tour of
the Door County Maritime Museum.
The group will have a two-night
stay at the Stone Harbor Resort, a
beautiful resort nestled on the waters
of Door County’s scenic Sturgeon
Bay.
On this tour you will see all of the
quaint areas of Door County−Sister
Bay, Ephraim, Bailey’s Harbor,
Ellison Bay, Egg Harbor, Gills Rock,
Cave Point and Northport.
Other highlights include unique
dining experiences: lunch at the
Lighthouse Inn overlooking Lake
Michigan in Two Rivers, dinner at
Nightingale Supper Club in Sturgeon
Bay, breakfast at the popular Al

Johnson’s Swedish Restaurant, a fish boil dinner at the Old Post Office in
Ephraim, and lunch at Log Den in Egg Harbor.
Cost of the Door County tour is $998 per person double occupancy, $1,129
single occupancy. Tour package price includes all tours and attractions,
motorcoach transportation, two-night hotel accommodations, six meals, taxes
and gratuities, luggage handling, trip insurance, and an experienced tour guide.
To register, contact the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. A $400 deposit is due
with reservation. ■

SEVEN BRIDES for SEVEN BROTHERS
Seven Brides For Seven Brothers
is all boisterous fun and romance that
harkens back to the glory days of the
movie musical.
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Join Farm Bureau in seeing
Seven Brides For Seven Brothers
at Circa 21 on Wednesday, Aug.
23.
Set in Oregon in 1850, Seven
Brides For Seven Brothers tells
the story of Millie, a young bride
in the wilderness. Her plan to
civilize and marry off her six
rowdy brothers-in-law to ensure
the success of her own marriage
backfires when the brothers kidnap
six women from a neighboring
town to be their brides.
Bursting with the rambunctious
energy of the original MGM film,
this show is sure to please with

comedy and music wrapped into one
spectacular production.
Enjoy the matinee show from front
row seats in the historic Circa 21
Theater. In the dinner theater, you
will be served a delicious hot meal.
Lunch features a choice of plated
entrees and desserts.
The cost of this day trip is $75
for members, $85 for guests. Cost
includes motorcoach transportation,
lunch and the show. The motorcoach
departs from DeKalb County Farm
Bureau at 9 a.m. and returns by
6 p.m.
To register, contact the Farm
Bureau office, 815-756-6361. ■
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Ag Literacy

From Classrooms
to Cattle and Corn

Dummer 4th graders spend a day on the farm.
“In my perfect world, every fourth grader in the county
could visit a farm,” says Alan Adams, a cattle and grain
farmer near Sandwich.
On April 21, Alan and his family hosted 150 fourth grade
students from Dummer Elementary School in Sandwich. Alan’s
goal was, “to tie the farm to the food they eat,” and for the students
to understand just how important Illinois agriculture is. With help
from DeKalb County Farm Bureau, Illinois Beef Association, and
Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich FFA, Alan’s goal was achieved as the
students moved through a series of eight different learning stations
on the farm.
Station activities included: learning about feeder cattle and
herd health, discovering how show cattle are cared for, an Illinois
farm products relay, investigating
farm machinery, exploring crops, and
a walking tour of the farm to discuss
features like grain bins and the machine
shop.
Alan’s wife JoAnn noted afterwards,

“The Dummer students had a
genuine interest in what we had to
say. They asked a lot of questions.
Overall, it was a very special day
for us.”
It was a memorable day for the
fourth grade students and teachers,
too. Allyn Smart shared that her fellow
teachers “were very impressed with
every presentation, how well-organized
everyone was, and the amount they
learned themselves.” Several students
told Smart, “It was the best field trip
ever!” ■
“Can we pet them?” Students line
up to pet the show calves after SomonaukLeland-Sandwich FFA members McKenna
Dayhuff (left) and Lexi Bell (right) taught them
about caring for show cattle.
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“The kids couldn’t believe they could eat
the field corn!” Alan Adams teaches students
about the parts of a germinating corn kernel.

“They didn’t know the difference
between a bin and a silo.” JoAnn

Ag Literacy

Adams conducts a walking tour of the
farm for visiting students.

“What’s that?” Most students
had never seen a corn planter
before. Farm employee David
Meyer explains different types of
machinery.

“Pregnant cows have different
nutritional needs than feedlot cattle.”

Jill Johnson from the Illinois Beef Association gives
students a close-up look at silage which is fed to
Adams’ cow herd.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

The best field trip ever
Several months ago, I received an email from a fourth grade teacher seeking
information about farm field trips. I was immediately excited. It was a teacher I
hadn’t met, in a school which has long participated in our Ag in the Classroom
program but hadn’t to my knowledge planned farm field trips in the past. A new
audience!
That teacher was Mrs. Allyn Smart, from Dummer Elementary in Sandwich.
She wanted to organize a trip for all six fourth grades—150 students. My mind
raced, and in subsequent emails I peppered her with questions. What kind of
farm were they looking for? Were they hoping to address specific topics or
learning standards? Could we provide other resources to connect the farm trip to
their curriculum?
Farm field trips are the holy grail of agricultural literacy. Books, videos,
hands-on lessons, and classroom presentations are all good ways to increase
agricultural understanding. But nothing is as effective, as sensory, or as
memorable as actually taking in the sights, sounds, and smells of a farm.
As valuable as they are, farm field trips can be a challenge to make happen.
Several things have to fall into place: First, you need interested teachers, willing
to take their students out of the predictable school environment into unknown
(and possibly dirty and/or smelly) territory. School administrators must be
willing to support the effort. You need a family willing to welcome dozens
of children to their farm. If the group will be large, additional people will be
needed to teach and manage the students. Finally, good weather is critical!
All of those things came together in April at Alan and JoAnn Adams’ farm.
The kids and teachers were excited, the presenters were organized and prepared,
and the weather was dry and partly sunny.
I was reminded that day that whatever you plan to teach on a farm is not
necessarily what kids will find most interesting. During my session, I showed
everyday products that come from Illinois farm commodities, and then the kids
competed in a relay race to sort the items by their source. I wanted them to
remember our top four commodities and the fact that many everyday products
come from farms. However, based on the cries of “Ewww!” during my
discussion, I think they may mostly have been grossed out to discover Jell-O is
made with gelatin from beef cattle.
After the school buses left, more “that’s not what I was trying to teach”
moments came to light. Ross Adams told of trying to explain the feedlot
building while kids exclaimed, “That cow’s POOPING!” Alan accidentally
found his “hook” to talk about soil health when he dug into the edge of a field
and the children surrounding him spied earthworms—and then everyone wanted
to find a worm. JoAnn had to drag kids’ attention away from the farm cats as
she talked about grain bins. Jill Johnson from the Illinois Beef Association also
found herself addressing bodily functions when cows urinated while she talked.
Mrs. Smart sent a nice thank you email after the trip, noting that several
children approached her in the hours and days afterwards to say it was “the best
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Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordinator.
Follow her Stray Kernels blog at www.
straykernels.wordpress.com.

field trip ever.” Education research
tells us that children and adults learn
best when learning experiences
provoke their emotions. I hope the
excitement and amazement the
fourth graders felt during their trip
to the farm means they will always
remember some important facts:
Farms are run by families. Worms
live in healthy soil. Cows poop.
Our lives are constantly touched by
agriculture.
Farm field trips don’t have to be
just for kids. On July 22, we will be
taking a “big kids” bus trip to two
family farms. I’m just as excited
about planning this experience as I
was about the fourth grade trip. While
we’re bound to see pooping cows,
farm cats, and maybe even some
worms, this will be a chance to ask
your deeper questions, too. What do
you want to know? What do you want
to see? Let me know, and be sure to
register for the field trip. You won’t
even have to bring a sack lunch—
we’ll feed you on the farm. ■

Maximizing Potential

Local FFA students attend conference
“Maximize,” the theme of this year’s
Illinois Farm Bureau & Affiliates
Youth Conference, provided 12

DeKalb County high school juniors
an opportunity for personal and career
development alongside 300 other

DeKalb County students that attended this year’s Youth Conference included (front row,
from left) McKenna Potter, Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich; Miranda Nelson, Hiawatha;
Megan Fidler, Sycamore; Leah Cooper, Hiawatha; (back row) State President J.C.
Campbell; Jacob Beauchem, Indian Creek; Justin Kinder, Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich;
Thomas Sestak, Hinckley-Big Rock; Brooke Sunderlage, Genoa-Kingston; Grant
Kuppler, Hinckley-Big Rock; Nicole Hurst, Sycamore; Mitchell Halat, Genoa-Kingston;
and Austin Suddeth, Indian Creek.

Illinois FFA members.
Participants attended breakout
sessions that focused on teambuilding
and leadership development. An
“Opportunity Fair” allowed students
to network with representatives from
colleges and agricultural businesses
at the Youth Conference held April
10-11 in East Peoria. ■

Hinckley-Big Rock’s Grant Kuppler introduced
himself to a representative from the University
of Illinois’ College of Agriculture at the Youth
Conference.

New Section 6 & 7 FFA Officers
Congratulations to the newly elected Section 6 and 7
FFA Officers. Several DeKalb County students filled
the honorable positions within both sections. ■
Section 7 Officers
from DeKalb
County included
SomonaukLeland-Sandwich
students: (from
left) Jacob
Meyer, Treasurer;
and Avery Plote,
Sentinel.

The Section 6 Officers for 2017-2018 are: (from left) Jacob Beauchem,
Indian Creek, president; Jake Thompson, Central Burlington, vice
president; Austin Suddeth, Indian Creek, Secretary; Krysie Swanson,
Central Burlington, Treasurer; Tomi Harrod, Hinckley-Big Rock, Reporter;
and Grace Gehrke, DeKalb, Sentinel.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Take a Tour of Kishwaukee River Watershed
What is a watershed? It’s the land
that water flows across or under on
its way to a stream, river or lake.
How a watershed functions is
important to governmental agencies,
landowners and the community.
We all live in a watershed. You
and everyone in your watershed are
part of the watershed community.
The animals, birds, and fish are too.
You and your family influence what
happens in your watershed, good or
bad. Even what happens in your small
watershed can affect what happens in
larger watershed downstream.
Learning how a watershed functions
in DeKalb County will help us all to
learn ways to improve and protect our
natural resources – the soil, water, air,
plants and animals.
Watershed Tour - Plans are now
underway for this popular watershed
bus tour. The tour will be held on
Saturday, June 17 from 8 a.m. to
1 p.m. This year’s tour will focus
on the Lower South Branch of the
Kishwaukee River which begins near
the Village of Shabbona and travels
north and includes the City of DeKalb

This is the South Branch of the Kishwaukee River with stone toe protection to control
erosion of the stream bank. Erosion of the streambanks causes the soil to enter into the
river which is then considered a pollutant. A tour of this watershed is planned for June 17.

and eventually combines with the East Branch of the Kishwaukee River just
northwest of the City of Sycamore.
Tour stops include the headwaters of the South Branch of the Kishwaukee
River, wetland, prairie, conservation and farmland best management practices
sites, Kishwaukee River Water Reclamation District wastewater treatment
facility in DeKalb, CHS Elburn plant in Sycamore, and examples of urban
stormwater management projects.
Mike Konen from the NIU Department of Geography and Dean
Johnson, DeKalb County Watershed Coordinator, will host the tour.
The tour will begin and conclude at the Huntley Middle School on
Barb Avenue in DeKalb.
There is no cost to attend and lunch will be provided. Funding for
the tour is provided by the DeKalb County Community Foundation.
Other sponsors include the DeKalb County Soil and Water
Conservation District, Northern Illinois University Department of
Geography, and the DeKalb County Watershed Steering Committee.
Reservations are required as space is limited. Please call 815-7485383 or anita@dekalbccf.org. ■

Dan Gibble with the Sycamore Park District talks about
improvements made to detention basins that the park
district oversees from last year’s watershed tour.
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Family Health

Spine Symptoms?

Don’t Assume
You Need Surgery
Most patients with low-back pain and other spine
related symptoms don’t need an operation to find relief.
Treatment for common spine conditions, such as
herniated discs and spinal stenosis, almost always begins
in a primary care physician’s or chiropractor’s office. If
initial recommendations aren’t effective, patients may need
to see an orthopedic spine specialist for a more in-depth
evaluation.
Patients can receive that type of assessment at
Northwestern Medicine Kishwaukee Hospital, where
orthopedic and spine surgeon Jerome Kolavo, MD,
recently started a twice-monthly clinic.
“Numbness, weakness, and pain in the legs are reasons to
seek swift evaluation by a specialist, as they could indicate
a problem that needs surgery,” Dr. Kolavo says. “The
majority of patients I see, however, get better without an
operation through a
variety of nonsurgical
“If Dr. Kolavo hadn’t been
treatments, including
available locally, I would
physical therapy,
have had to drive to St.
nonsteroidal antiinflammatory drugs,
Charles or Winfield to see
and epidural steroid
a spine surgeon who was
injections.”
in my insurance network.
Lifestyle
Saving that travel time
modifications play an
important role, too.
was a huge advantage.”
Excess weight and
Julie Goad
smoking contribute to
spinal degeneration
and back pain, according to Dr. Kolavo, who often counsels
patients to become more active and stop using tobacco.
Dr. Kolavo sees patients on Friday afternoons twice per
month at Northwestern Medicine Kishwaukee Hospital.
For more information, call 815-748-2974.

Julie Goad (right) and her daughter go for a walk now that Julie is
feeling better after being treated for low-back pain.

A Real Timesaver

Julie Goad of Genoa has a lot on her plate. She is
a full-time nurse and student, and she’s raising two
teenagers. Last summer, she developed low-back
discomfort that worsened through fall and winter.
“I had constant pressure and intermittent sharp
pain,” Julie says. “Over-the-counter medications and
chiropractic treatment didn’t help.”
In February, she saw Northwestern Medicine
orthopedic and spine surgeon Jerome Kolavo, MD,
at Northwestern Medicine Kishwaukee Hospital. He
diagnosed disc degeneration, herniated discs, and nerve
compression, and recommended physical therapy and a
pain-relieving injection.
“If Dr. Kolavo hadn’t been available locally, I would
have had to drive to St. Charles or Winfield to see a
spine surgeon who was in my insurance network,”
Julie says. “Saving that travel time was a huge
advantage.” ■
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Planting with Papa
photo by Amber Strohman
For five-year-old Wesley, farming is everything. He loves to watch his “Papa” farm and hopes to be a grain and cattle farmer
when he grows up. Wesley likes red tractors, with his favorite being the 1960’s International Harvester 1206 model.
Wesley is seen here watching his grandfather, Heath Strohman, operate a soil finisher in Holcomb, Illinois.
This photo taken by Oregon native and Wesley’s mother, Amber Strohman, won the Farm Bureau’s Spring
Share Your Snaps Photo Competition.
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Get discount tickets!

Great America, Santa’s Village & Raging Waves tickets for sale.
Farm Bureau members can save
money this summer by purchasing
theme park and water park tickets at
the Farm Bureau office.
Great America - Tickets are $47
(one day general admission) for
ages 3 and up, which is a savings
of $24.99. Children 2 and under are
free. These tickets do not include
Hurricane Harbor, but are valid for
Fright Fest.
Great America, located in Gurnee,
is home to more than 80 rides, slides
and attractions spread across 100
acres of land. New rides include:
Drop of Doom VR, a virtual reality
ride; and The Joker and Batman The
Ride, roller coasters.
Santa’s Village – Tickets are
$17.25, which is a $7 savings over
the daily rate. These tickets are

available for any day that the park is
open; there are no blackout dates and
parking is free. The park is open daily
June 12-August 18, then weekends
only through Oct. 29.
Santa’s Village, located in Dundee,
offers guests a unique venue for
families, from parents and grandparents
to toddlers to tweens. The newest
coaster, Super Cyclone, is their tallest,
longest and fastest coaster.
Raging Waves – Tickets are $16
(one day admission) each, which is a
savings of $15.99.
Raging Waves water park is located
on Rt. 47 near Yorkville. The waterpark
is known for its 17 slides, wave
pool and multiple kiddie areas. The
waterpark’s newest ride, Wonambi,
sends a four-person tube through
several twists and turns. ■

Share Your Snaps
Share Your Snaps is a themed, seasonal photo competition
that allows you to snap, share and send your favorite photos
to the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
These photos will be posted on our Facebook page weekly.
The photo that has the most “likes” will be published in the
following Connections magazine.
This summer’s theme is: Farm

Animals!

Here is what you need to do...

1. Photo contest is open to local amateur photographers.
2. Take pictures of any animals on a farm! Examples include a farm dog, show pigs, cows, and farm cats.
3. Make sure your camera or Smartphone is set to the highest resolution for quality and your photo is sent at its original size.
The submitted photo must be the photographer’s original work.
4. Email your pictures to aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief description of the photo and the story behind it.
5. Log on to Facebook and follow the DeKalb County Farm Bureau page at www.facebook.com/DeKalbCountyFarmBureau.
6. Watch for your pictures to be posted on Farm Bureau’s Facebook page.
7. Click “like” on the photo you enjoy most, and share it with family and friends.

The last day of this contest is Friday, August 18. Watch for the winning photo in the September issue of Connections
magazine! ■
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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Center for
Agriculture News

2017 Acreage Reporting Dates
It is that time of year again for producers to report their crop
acreage as soon as they finish planting. The final date to certify
your crops is July 15. Remember to have your planting dates with
you when you certify.
Please call the FSA office at 815-756-3234 x 2, to make an appointment.
Walk-ins without appointments will be serviced as time allows.
The sooner you are able to get into the office the less chance of a wait, please take
advantage!
Producers who file accurate and timely reports for all crops and land uses,
including failed acreage and prevent plant can prevent the potential loss of FSA
program payments.

Prevent Plant Certification

Prevent planting is the inability to plant the intended crop acreage with proper
equipment by the final planting date for the type because of a natural disaster.
Ending planting date for corn is June 5, 2017, and the ending planting date for
soybeans is June 15, 2017.
To be considered timely, producers who request prevented planting acreage credit
must report the acreage on FSA-578 certification form and complete CCC-576
Notice of Loss Form within 15 calendar days after the final planting date. ■

Got a hort question? Call the Hort Help Desk
University of Illinois Extension DeKalb County Master Gardeners offer a free
service answering garden questions at the Horticulture Help Desk. The Hort Help
Desk is open Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to noon. Phone 815-758-8194, stop by
the Extension office, or email your question to uiemg-dekalb@illinois.edu. ■
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Failed Acreage

Failed acreage is acreage that
was timely planted with the
intent to harvest, but because of
disaster related conditions, the
crop failed before it could be
brought to harvest.
To be approved as failed
acreage, the acreage must have
been reported as failed acreage
before disposing of the crop;
and the acreage must have
been planted under normal
conditions but failed as the
result of a natural disaster and
not a management decision.
For both prevent plant and
failed acreage the producer
will need to fill out a CCC-576
Notice of Loss form. ■

Summer Camps for Kids!

Produce Safety Alliance Grower Training Course
Do you have concerns about safety in your produce operation?
Are you concerned about compliance with FSMA? Do you want
to know more about the difference between FSMA and GAPs?
Then the Produce Safety Alliance Grower Training might be for
you!
On June 26 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., University of Illinois
Extension will be holding a Produce Safety Alliance Grower
Training workshop in the conference center of the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture.
The PSA Grower Training Course is one way to satisfy the
FSMA Produce Safety Rule requirement that requires ‘At least
one supervisor or responsible party for your farm must have
successfully completed food safety training at least equivalent
to that received under standardized curriculum recognized as
adequate by the Food and Drug Administration.’
Compliance dates for this requirement are based on the total
amount of food sales for your farm, over a three-year period:
Very small business – The average annual monetary value of
produce sold during the previous 3-year period is no more than
$250,000 – must complete training by 1/26/2020.
Small business – The average annual monetary value of
produce sold during the previous 3-year period is no more than
$500,000, and your farm is not a very small business – must
complete training by 1/26/2019.
Other – The average annual monetary value of produce sold
during the previous 3-year period is over $500,000 – must
complete training by 1/26/2018.
After attending the entire course, participants will be eligible
to receive a certificate from the Association of Food and Drug
Officials (AFDO) that verifies they have completed the training
course. To receive an AFDO certificate, a participant must
be present for the entire training and submit the appropriate
paperwork to their trainer at the end of the course.
Costs include registration $55 with lunch provided, and PSA
Grower Training Manuals $60. Certificates are required for
individuals looking to meet the conditions of the FSMA Produce
Rule. If you require this certificate, please bring a $35 check to
the training workshop – made out to “AFDO”. The check will be
collected at the end of the program.
To register and for more information go to: https://web.
extension.illinois.edu/registration/?RegistrationID=16567
Registration will close on June 13. There are a limited number
of seats available for this training. Once the course is full,
registration will close.
Cancellation Policy: Cancellation of the registration will forfeit
the payment in full. Refunds will not be issued.
Questions can be directed to Laurie George at ljgeorge@
illinois.edu. ■

Register your child now for Camp Russell
summer day camp! Choose from five weeklong
programs, each with a different theme. Camp will
run from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day. Children will
have fun learning about nature through hands-on
activities, games and nature awareness.
Camps fill quickly and space is limited to 20
children per camp so register now.
Native American Camp (ages 9-11)
June 19-23 – Explore the ancient and present
culture of indigenous Native American tribes. Learn
where they lived and what they believed about the
earth. Children will get a chance to start a fire with
a bow drill, play Native American games, and make
tools, native crafts and more.
Cold-Blooded Camp (ages 7-9)
June 26-30 – Campers will have fun learning about
local reptiles and amphibians. Get up close and
personal with resident cold-blooded creatures and
learn “cool” new facts about them too. Watch how
they eat, survive and try to find them in their native
home. You will be a herpetologist by the end of the
week.
Naturalist Camp (ages 9-11)
July 10-14 – If you love playing outside and
learning about nature then you are a naturalist! This
camp is for all kids who want to play in the grass,
collect specimens and investigate the forest, river
and prairie. Have fun while learning about animals,
rocks, forests and much more.
Magnificent Mammals Camp (ages 7-9)
July 17-21 – Squirrels and beavers and bats, oh my!
Put yourself in the shoes (paws) of the mammals
of Russell Woods. Explore their homes, sights, and
sounds before meeting a few face-to-face. Learn
how mammals behave and what it takes to be one of
these warm furry creatures of the forest.
Rockin’ in the River Camp (ages 9-11)
July 31-Aug. 4 – This entire camp is dedicated to
the Kishwaukee River and all the creatures that live
in and around it. You will study, play, and become
river experts by the end of this week. Campers will
have a wild and wet week of learning and fun.
Camp fee is $120 per child, per week. To register
contact the University of Illinois Extension Office
at 815-758-8194. For questions about camp, call
the Natural Resource Education Center at 815-7842000.
Russell Woods Forest Preserve is located one mile
west of Genoa on Rt. 72. ■
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Prime Timers

Those Funny Little
People entertain
Maxine and Fred will be dressed in their farm attire when they
visit the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. They are “Those Funny
Little People” who will entertain at this year’s Prime Timers
BBQ on Monday, July 10.
The puppet characters provide a mix of comedy, music, dance
and audience interaction. With their expressive animated faces
and intricate moves, the Little People will put on a show that is
sure to amaze and entertain.
Those Funny Little People have been entertaining all
generations in the Chicagoland area and beyond since 1979
and especially enjoy performing for seniors. Six years ago they
appeared on “America’s Got Talent.”
DeKalb County Farm Bureau members, 55+ years, are
welcome to enjoy this show and the annual barbecue. The
barbecue gets underway at 5:30 p.m. in the Farm Bureau
Auditorium. The entertainment starts at 7 p.m. in the theater.
Cost of the Prime Timers BBQ is $8 per person and includes
a pork chop and chicken picnic style meal prepared by 5 B’s
Catering. Complete the registration form on this page and mail
or drop off at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office, 1350 W.
Prairie Dr., Sycamore, IL 60178.
The deadline to register for the barbecue is Wednesday, July 5.
The barbecue is being sponsored by the Farm Bureau Prime
Timers Committee. ■

Maxine and Fred, Those Funny Little People, are all set
to entertain at this year’s Prime Timers BBQ on July 10 at
Farm Bureau.

Prime Timers
Where seniors go to have fun!
Great lunches and entertaining
monthly programs, a variety of
day and extended tours, and
fellowship with other seniors.
Prime Timers is for
Farm Bureau members
55+ years.
Call the Farm Bureau
office to inquire about
upcoming events.
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SOAK UP THE

STOCK UP FOR

SUMMER WINTER
Fill your tank this summer. Be ready for winter.
At Conserv FS, we offer flexible programs and attractive pricing plans that
fit your lifestyle. That is why we want to make sure you take advantage of
Summer Fill. Fill your propane tank when demand is less and prices are
typically lower.
Contact your local Conserv FS Propane Specialist today!
DeKalb Salesmen
Scott Beckman
Glenn Fuchs
Jeff Garvey
Bruce Hardesty
Todd McLaughlin
Craig Zuidema

815-529-0720
630-417-6970
815-739-5436
815-739-7152
815-321-2381
815-739-2552
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DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178

