Vines to Wines

Growing Grapes in Corn Country

Sept./Oct. 2017
dekalbfarmbureau.org

Serving
your needs
through local
partnership.
Celebrating Co-op Month
For over 80 years our member cooperatives
have been pointing the way forward to advance
our customers’ operations and increase their
profitability. Through our leading edge products,
services, knowledge and technology; we’ll prove
that together we can maximize your goals and
ensure you’re ready for what’s next.

Woodstock: 815-334-5950
DeKalb: 815-756-2739
Waterman: 815-264-7709
Malta: 815-825-2012
www.conservfs.com

©2017 GROWMARK, Inc. M17159

Connecting to You

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Each farm year is different

Mark Tuttle is a 4th generation farmer
from Somonauk and president of the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

For this farmer, the joy of farming is that each year is different. This holds
true for 2017. After three years of declining income, the farm forecast shows
improvement. Albeit, the improvement is not great, but it is an improvement.
What makes farming so interesting/challenging is our dependency on climate,
weather, and market prices for our crops. For DeKalb County, we are looking
at average yields and low prices. Translate that to another tough year for local
farmers.
So what does this mean for our local economy? It depends. It probably means
less equipment sales for the implement dealers or leaner times for the farm
supply companies. Local automobile dealers may see a decline in truck sales.
And if the farm economy continues to be in a slump, it could mean less job
opportunities until the cyclical pattern changes.
Did you know one in six jobs in the U.S. is directly tied to agriculture? So
when the farm economy suffers its impact is felt by many. That’s why workers
at equipment manufacturers see temporary layoffs and food suppliers make
price adjustments that impact consumers.
Even with projected improvements, farm profits are still well below 2010
levels. Hopefully next year is a different year and a better year for agriculture. ■
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On Prairie Drive

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Start Seeing Farmers

I chuckle when I see this road sign: “Start Seeing
Farmers.” It’s a spin-off of the sign: “Start Seeing
Motorcycles.”
The intent of these signs is to warn motorists that
you will be seeing more bikers, more farmers on the
roads. For bikers, these signs pop up in the summer.
For farmers, the signs appear typically in the fall. The
signs underscore the need to be cognizant of whom
you are sharing the road with.
So why the chuckle? Because I see farmers and
their equipment regularly on our roads – throughout the year. But I’m a farm girl. I
know to expect it. Others don’t. So I get why these signs pop up in the fall because it’s
a busier time. More farmers and more farm vehicles on our roads.
A few years ago we developed signs that read: “Harvest in Progress” and posted
them by field entrances to alert others that combines, tractors & grain carts, and semitrucks would be moving in and out of fields. You may still see some of these harvest
signs used today by local farmers.
Signs are one way to convey messages to speedy and often distracted motorists.
Perhaps we should create signs that say: “Quit texting,” “Get off your cell phone,”
“You’re following too closely,” and a few others that come to mind but I can’t repeat.
Whether you see a road sign or not, be vigilant when driving in farm country. You
will “Start Seeing Farmers” and their farm equipment during the harvest season. ■

Find the apple
and win!
Let’s see if you can find the apple
(resembling the one above) in this
month’s issue of our magazine and be
eligible to win a prize. (Hint: It’s not on
page 30.)
Email your answer to connections
@dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815756-6361, by Oct. 13 for your chance
to win.
When responding by email, please
include the page number and exact
description of the location of the apple
on that page. You will also need to
include your name, address and phone
number in the email.
Correct answers will be put into a
drawing and one winner will be drawn
to receive a $20 gift card.
Last month’s winner of the corn contest
was Gerald Stoffregen of Genoa. The corn
kernel was hidden on page 31on the left
side of the winged ear. ■
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By the
NUMBERS

An Apple
A Day...
One of fall’s favorite fruits is the
apple. Apples are grown in orchards
and on farms. Of all the apples
grown, half are sold fresh and half
are made into apple sauce, apple
juice or dehydrated apple products.

Did you know:
• Americans eat an average of
16 pounds of apples per year.
• The state fruit is the
GoldRush apple.
• There are nearly 100
of apples in the U.S.

varieties

• It takes a honeybee to pollinate
blossoms on the apple tree.
• Apples contain vitamins A,
C, B6 and B12, plus thiamin
and niacin.
Source: Illinois Ag Mag, Apple
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Fall Harvest

Several crops are being harvested
locally in September and October.

Farmers are harvesting corn, soybeans and so much more!
Field corn and soybeans are the BIG 2 farm crops being harvested here in
DeKalb County. But that’s not all. Fall harvest also includes specialty crops
like apples, pumpkins, red raspberries, grapes, gourds, squash, Indian corn,
popcorn, sweet corn and a few other crops.
From these crops, we get a variety of products such as food, fiber, fuel, and
fall décor. And farm crops provide value to our local economy ($250 million
annually in DeKalb County), plus jobs and tax dollars.
Read on to learn more about the crops being harvested this fall.

Soybeans
Soybeans are the
second largest
crop, produced on
one-fourth of the
county’s farmland.
Over 118,000 acres
of soybeans are
harvested and used
for livestock feed,
exports, biodiesel
and food.

Field Corn
Corn is the top crop in the county.
Farmers grow corn on nearly twothirds of the farmland amounting to
over 218,000 acres which will be
harvested in the fall. Field corn is used
for livestock feed, ethanol, exports,
and food.

Pumpkins
Large orange pumpkins
make great jack-o-lanterns
and smaller pumpkins may
be used for pies. Or pick
some of the newer hybrids
that are white, green or have
warts! All sizes and colors
of pumpkins can be picked
from pumpkin patches or
purchased at farms, farm
stands, and at local orchards.
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Grapes
You don’t have to go to Napa Valley
to find grapes. There are vineyards
in DeKalb County and surrounding
counties that grow grapes. These
grapes are processed into red and
white wines and sold locally at
wineries and in retail stores. ►

Red Raspberries
Squash, Gourds & Indian Corn
There are all kinds of squash but acorn, butternut, and yellow squash
are the most popular for eating. Sometimes squash is also used for
fall decorations along with gourds, Indian and broom corn. You will
find these fall crops at farm stands and orchards in the area.

Fall raspberries are ripe for the picking in
September. Visit a local orchard and pickyour-own red raspberries or purchase them
at farm stands. Raspberries are such a good,
sweet treat!

Apples
Apple orchards and
farms grow a variety of
apples for eating. Local
orchards also sell apple
products like cider,
donuts, pies, caramel
apples and even hard
apple cider! Orchards
offer pick-your-own
apples or purchase
apples in their stores.

Popcorn
There’s some popcorn grown in DeKalb
County. Unlike field corn, ears of popcorn
are much smaller. Once popcorn has been
picked and shelled, it’s ready to be popped
and enjoyed. Buttery popcorn is the best!

Sweet Corn
Some farmers are still harvesting sweet corn in September.
By planting sweet corn at different intervals in the spring,
corn on the cob can be enjoyed from summer to fall. Local
farm stands sell sweet corn through the end of September. ■
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by Lisa Fleming

A Normal Harvest?
This is one of those years...it
doesn’t seem to be falling into place
like we expected. The spring was wet
so planting was delayed; the summer
was modestly warm so the crops
seemed to take longer to get to the
pollination stage (although I have a
nice crop of weeds in my neglected
garden). With the year we have had,
we can speculate that the harvest will
start later than normal.

Why am I telling you about our
anticipated harvest woes? With a
later start to harvest I have more
concerns. I worry about safety.
But in farming, what is normal?
What will the weather be like? If
it is wet in the fall, the crop won’t
dry by itself in the field, and we
will wait out the rain. Can we get
all of the work done in a timely
manner? A normal harvest will run
from September through October.
November and December can add
undue stress, extending harvest and
making for longer hours and more
days.
Why am I telling you about our
anticipated harvest woes? With a
later start to harvest I have more
concerns. I worry about safety.
Our kids have been brought up to
know there are hazards with each
piece of equipment. They both
attended the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau Safety Camp a few times and
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I believe they get the dangers. My
farmer reminds me every time I drive
a tractor. But when you have been
riding in the same tractor, combine
or semi-truck from 7 a.m. until 10
p.m. for several consecutive days,
you are bound to forget things or get
flustered.
For example, farmers have stepped
over that power take off for years,
but when they are exhausted their
legs don’t lift as high. When they get
out of the combine to clean out the
jumble of bean stalks in the combine
head, do they always remember to
disengage the machine? It’s a scary
thought. I have heard of farmers
forgetting to retract the unloading
auger on the combine and hit a tree
or pole. Or another common accident
is backing into equipment because
farmers are in a hurry to get the crop
out. And worse yet, there is always
a story of a farmer seriously hurt
during harvest.
Farmers need to be extra careful
during the busy harvest season. Not
a farmer? You can still help while in
farm country.
Here are a few harvest time tips
while traveling on country roads:
• Large tractors and combines can
move slowly or rather quickly on
roads. They should be respected by
everyone.
• Be cautious when you pass a farm
vehicle on the road. Remember
to allow enough room when you
pass. Don’t cut back in too closely
and avoid clipping the front tire of
the tractor.

Lisa Fleming is a farm woman and high
school teacher from rural Shabbona.
Her farm family raises corn, soybeans
and beef cattle.

• Please don’t assume you know
which way the farm equipment
is turning. Wait patiently and
watch for their turns.
• Remember that large piece of
equipment on the back of the
tractor hangs over in the ditch;
so it may swing back onto the
road to avoid a stop sign or
mailbox.
• Use caution when you see mud
on roads. It can be slick.
• Keep an eye on how close you
are to semi-trucks. If you can’t
see their mirrors, they can’t see
you.
• Have a conversation with a
farmer about sharing the road
with him and his farm vehicles.
You may get an invitation to
ride in the combine.
For farmers, I hope all of
you have a safe and prosperous
harvest! ■

These words save lives.

Remember them when you see farmers and their
equipment on rural roads during the harvest season.

Harvest Alert!

Expect to see significant numbers
of farm vehicles using roads and
highways in October and November.
Be alert and be safe.
Pay attention to farm equipment
with flashing lights, reflective tape
and slow moving vehicle emblems
(orange and red triangular sign) on
the back of farm equipment that
warn you it is traveling at much
slower speeds than your vehicle so
keep a safe distance behind. ■

Together, let’s make it
a SAFE Harvest Season!
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Vibrant autumn foliage is captured
in Letchworth Park, New York.
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Barb Lindholm, University of Illinois Extension
DeKalb County Master Gardener

Fall Joys and Challenges
As September and October arrive, we have to admit that summer really is over.
We will still have a beautiful fall ahead of us, but we also know that there is
work to be done in the garden before winter.

September – Enjoy your
fall colors and landscape

In September, our landscapes may
be starting to look a little tired. As
gardeners, we are also getting tired
from an active season of caring for
our plants.
Time for an attitude adjustment!
Fall can be a time of rebirth and
renewed interest in our gardens.
The heat, humidity and mosquitoes
are over for the year. It is a time to
enjoy fall flowers and grasses, and
the brilliant, final burst of color
from shrubs and trees. With advance
planning, your fall landscape can
change from tired to terrific.

are better equipped to deal with the
changing weather. Ornamental grasses
are at their best in the fall months.
Although we often purchase shrubs
for their spring bloom, burning
bush, oakleaf hydrangeas, highbush
cranberry and witch hazel are all
shrubs that offer dramatic fall color.
Of all the plants in our landscape,
trees deserve to be recognized for
the most dazzling show of fall color.
Sugar and Japanese maples, sweet
gums, sandcherries, dogwoods and
Gingko trees offer orange, red, gold,
burgundy and lemon-yellow foliage
displays.
As September fades to October,
there will be garden chores that will
need to be attended to as we prepare
to close our gardens. So, let’s get to
work.

October – Water new plants,
clean up gardens

Fall blooming Anemone

Many of the annual plants will
disappear as the cooler weather
arrives. However, pansies, violas,
larkspur, sweet peas and snapdragons
will thrive on the lower temperatures.
Mums, fall sedums, asters and
anemones are perennial plants that
Photos courtesy of Bob Lindholm

If you have newly planted trees or
shrubs, they will need to be watered
until the ground freezes. Evergreens
will need to be watered until a freeze
occurs. An application of Wilt Pruf
will provide a waxy coating to help
slow down water loss through leaves
and needles.
After a killing frost, annual plant
material can be removed from the
garden and added to your compost
pile.
There are two options for perennials
at this time of year. If your perennial
foliage is cut off, your garden will
look neater and you will have a jump

start on spring gardening. The other
option is to leave perennial and grass
foliage to provide winter interest and
wildlife habitat.
After a hard freeze, all dead
material should be removed from the
vegetable garden for good sanitation.
October is the ideal time to till
compost, manure and shredded leaves
into the vegetable garden if you have
them available.
One more thing needs to be
discussed as we prepare for winter.
Look out. Here they come! Cooler
weather triggers bugs and rodents
to desire to take up residence in our
homes. Winter invaders include Asian
lady beetles, spiders, millipedes and
mice.
Prevent critter entry by checking
your caulking around windows, doors
and foundation. Watch for small
exterior holes and cover with mesh
if found. Accumulated leaves and
grass should be raked away from the
foundation.
For Northern Illinois gardeners,
it’s time to begin putting our gardens
to bed for the winter. It is important
to remember fall is also the time
to experience the beauty of vibrant
autumn foliage, apple harvest and
begin the search for that absolutely
perfect Halloween pumpkin.
Enjoy! ■
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Q: What do you want your children and others to know about
raising pigs?

A: I think it is important for all kids (and adults, too) to have a

clear understanding about how farmers are raising the food
that they eat and to know that we put our animals needs first.

Most kids today are a few generations removed from the farm.
Most do not have a parent, grandparent or distant relative who
is involved in agriculture. So that’s why it’s important to share
information.
Modern farming methods used today by farmers have made
our jobs easier and the lives of the animals better. The climate
controlled buildings keep pigs warm and dry in the winter and
cool and comfortable in the summer. Feed diets are tailored to the
animals needs and veterinarians work with farmers to keep their
pigs healthy.
As a father, I know that kids absorb everything that they see
you do or say. Their minds are like sponges! So I take the time
to share what I do with my children whenever I can. As my girls
help take care of the little pigs in the nursery or ride with me
in the combine, I make sure to tell them what I am doing and
more importantly, why I am doing it. If I am treating a pig with
medicine, I explain the pig’s illness and how the medicine will
make them better. Just like
when they get sick and
As my girls help take care of the
may need medicine.
little pigs in the nursery or ride with
A few weeks ago, my
feed nutritionist was at
me in the combine, I make sure to
our farm going over the
tell them what I am doing and more
pigs’ diets. My six-yearimportantly, why I am doing it.
old daughter asked what
we were doing. It was a
great time to explain that the nutritionist was a little bit like a cook
planning healthy meals for the pigs to grow. She thought it was
neat. However, explaining to her why she should eat broccoli and
why pigs shouldn’t, was a little bit harder.
Many farmers, myself included, have taken time to visit
classrooms and bring the lessons of how food is grown to the
children. Some farmers have opened their farms for tours so kids
and adults can see how a modern farm works and answer any
questions.
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Carl Heide is a fourth generation farmer

from DeKalb who raises pigs, corn, soybeans,
and peas. Carl, his wife LeAnn, and daughters
Samantha and Julia live on the family farm.

I am so happy that I am able to make a
living doing what I love and that I get to
raise my girls on the farm and teach them
about where food comes from. Whether
they decide to make their living raising
food and fiber for the world is totally
up to them. Either way, I want them to
understand all the ins and outs of raising
pigs and crops so they will be able to share
this with others. ■

Got a question for a farmer?
Submit your farm and food questions to
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org.
We will share questions with our local
farmers and publish their answers
as space allows in upcoming
issues of Connections.

What is THAT?

TRACTORS

Red, Green and In-Between
Tractors are an essential tool on today’s
farms. They pull and power machines
like planters and balers. They push,
pull, and stack materials like feed,
seed, and harvested grain.
The “strength” or power of a tractor is measured in units
called horsepower. The higher the horsepower, the more
powerful the tractor.
Before tractors were available, horses were used to do
heavy jobs like plowing and planting.
The number and size of tractors a farm has depends on
the size of the farm and the kinds of work each tractor is
needed to accomplish.

“If it ain’t red, leave it in the shed.” – Case IH
Many farmers have a preference for one
tractor manufacturer over another. Some
farmers prefer to work with CASE IH
machines, which are red. Others would
rather stick to John Deere machines, which
are green. Farmers often like to tease each
other about the brand of tractors they use.

“Nothing runs like a Deere.” – John Deere
Other ag equipment brands include New Holland (blue),
Caterpillar (deep yellow), and Kubota (orange). There are
many others, as well.
Adding more and wider tires on a tractor reduces soil
compaction, or how much the soil gets packed down when a
machine travels over a field. The wider “footprint” spreads the
weight out over the soil surface.
Some tractors have tracks instead of tires. This also helps
reduce soil compaction. ■
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Farm Country

Farmland prices, sales flat in Illinois
The survey shows that Good
Quality land dropped in value by 3.0
percent while Average Quality land
saw a drop of 3.8 percent and Fair
Quality land fell back 4.4 percent.
“At the same time, our members
are telling us that the volume of
farmland being sold in the first half
of 2017 was the same as the last
half of 2016 and they see no change
in that level sales activity for the
balance of this year.”
“The survey indicated
prices
paid for Excellent
Farm managers and rural appraisers expect
Quality land in Illinois
slight decreases in rents going into 2018,
averaged $10,900 per acre
reflecting the same trends as land values.
as of July 1,” explained
David Klein, AFM, ALC,
Soy Capital Ag Services,
Bloomington, who co-presented
The information is from a mid-year
the information with Dr. Schnitkey.
‘snapshot survey’ of ISPFMRA
“Good Quality farmland averaged
members conducted by Gary
$8,900 with $6,900 being the average
Schnitkey, Ph.D, with the University
for Average Quality land and $5,000
of Illinois Department of Agriculture
for Fair Quality land.”
and Consumer Economics.
Klein qualified the land categories
“There was a very slight drop in
by explaining that in a normal
farmland values, only 1.6 percent
year, Excellent Quality farmland
for Excellent Quality land, in the
averages over 190 bushels of corn
first half of 2017”, Schnitkey said,
per acre with a soil productivity
“with most respondents indicating
index of 133 or higher. Good Quality
this trend will continue through the
balance of the year.”
Prices being paid for farmland as
well as sales activity have basically
flattened during the first half of 2017
with a trend that will apparently
continue for the balance of the year,
according to a survey done by the
Illinois Society of Professional Farm
Managers and Rural Appraisers
(ISPFMRA). The results of the
survey were released at the Farm
Progress Show in late August.
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farmland averages between 170
and 190 bushels per acre with a
soil productivity index of 117-132.
Average Quality farmland averages
between 150 and 170 bushels per
acre with a soil productivity index
of 100-116 and no irrigation, and
Fair Quality farmland averages
below 150 bushels per acre with a
soil productivity index under 100.
“Respondents expect slight
decreases in rents going into 2018,
reflecting the same trends as land
value changes by productivity
class,” Klein stated. “Rent paid per
acre for Excellent land will likely
see a drop from $305 to $300 on
average. The same dip in rents will
be true for Good land with prices
going from $260 to $255 per acre;
Average going from $220 to $210;
and Fair land from $166 to $160.”
He explained that the cause of the
decreases stems from anticipated
lower yields and corn prices that
are expected to average $3.66
for 2018. Expectations on input
costs were mixed with 52 percent
predicting costs will stay the same
or increase slightly while 48 percent
expect production costs to decrease
slightly. ■

Farm Country

Fun AGtivities at Corn Fest

At this year’s Corn Fest
all ages enjoyed the
AGtivities featuring corn,
a combine, tractor, and so
much more. The farm fun
was provided by farmers
affiliated with the DeKalb
County Corn and Soybean
Growers and other local
farm groups, Aug. 2527 in downtown DeKalb.
Thousands were engaged
in the farm fun activities.

Opportunity for USDA Value-Added Producer Grant funding
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has announced that the Rural
Business-Cooperative Service (Agency) is accepting applications for the
Value-Added Producer Grant (VAPG) program.
The objective of the program is to assist viable independent producers,
agricultural producer groups, farmer and rancher cooperatives, and
majority-controlled producer-based businesses in starting or expanding
value-added activities related to the processing and/or marketing of valueadded agricultural products.
Contact your USDA Rural Development State Office if you have
questions about eligibility or submission requirements.
Go to the Rural Development website: https://www.rd.usda.gov/
programs-services/value-added-producer-grants for an application and
more information about this program.
Applications are due in January, 2018. ■

County cash rents
decline in 2017
Recently released data shows
farmland cash rents on the decline in
DeKalb County.
The National Agricultural Statistical
Service (NASS) of the USDA reported
DeKalb County cash rents averaged
$243 per acre in 2017, down from $249
in 2016.
For Illinois, the average 2017 cash
rent declined to $218 per acre, from
$221 in 2016, and $228 in 2015.
Cash rents have declined modestly
due to lower commodity prices and
agricultural returns, according to
Gary Schnitkey with the University
of Illinois. If corn prices continue to
remain below $4 per bushel, cash rents
would have to decline by about $60
per acre for farmers to have the same
average return level as 2005, says
Schnitkey.
As has been the case in the last
several years, pressures will be to
reduce cash rents in 2018. Over time,
those pressures will intensify as the
financial position of farms erode and
commodity prices remain relatively
low, states Schnitkey. ■
Sources: USDA, NASSA; G. Schnitkey,
farmdocdaily.illinois.edu

Tree buffers for
swine farmers

Cost-share assistance is available on a
first-come, first-served basis to farmers
who want to plant trees and shrubs to
serve as windbreaks on hog farms.
A new partnership between Illinois
Farm Bureau and the Illinois Pork
Producers Association will plant tree
buffers and foster stewardship on swine
farms across the state.
The goal is to help farmers plant buffers
specifically designed for their hog farms
to serve as windbreaks and provide other
environmental benefits. ■
Source: Illinois Farm Bureau
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Sandwich Fair 2017
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Scenes from the 130th
Sandwich Fair - Sept. 6-10

Food Favorites

Beef Cook-Off

Morell Mushroom Beef
Over Homemade Noodles
Mike LeCuyer, Sheridan
Roast:
Chuck Roast - salt and pepper to your liking

For the roast: Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line a pan with aluminum
foil. Rub the roast with seasonings and place in the lined pan. Mix the
beef base with water and pour enough around roast to cover up to 3
inches. Cook the roast for 3 hours, remove it from the oven and then
allow it to cool for 20 minutes before cutting it into strips.

2 Tbsp. Morell mushrooms seasoning
4 Tbsp. beef base mixed with water
Noodles:
5 eggs

To make the noodles: Mix ingredients together then place batter on a
spoon and drop noodles into boiling water. When the noodles float, they
are done. Serve with the roast and gravy.

3 cups flour
½ cup water
Salt

Salsa Verde Pork Enchiladas

Pork Cook-Off

Donna Van Evercooren, Aurora
Ingredients:

Instructions:

1 ½ lbs. cooked shredded pork

Place olive oil in 2 qt. sauce pan; saute
onion until translucent, add pork, cumin,
Saz’on and water to onions. Cover, cook for
about 10 minutes. Uncover, cook until liquid
is reduced.

1 medium onion - chopped
1 jar salsa verde
1 can (10 oz.) Green Chile
Enchilada Sauce
1 tsp. cumin
1 pkg. Saz’on Goya Con Culantro
Y Achiote
1 pkg. (8 oz.) Colby Jack
Shredded Cheese
1 Tbsp. olive oil
¾ cup water
8 flour tortillas

In the tortilla, place shredded pork and
cheese down the middle. Drizzle with salsa
verde and roll. Repeat until all tortillas are
full.
In a 13” X 9” baking dish lightly cover the
bottom with some salsa verde; place filled
tortillas on top. Cover tortillas with enchilada
sauce and bake
in a 350 degrees oven for 25 to 30 minutes.
Remove from oven and sprinkle with cheese; put back in oven for 5 minutes
or until cheese is melted. Serve with rice and beans.

Beef & Pork Cook-Off Contests sponsored by
DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s Association and DeKalb Area Pork Producers
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Ride in a Combine!

Experience Corn Harvest in October
Have you ever wanted to ride in a combine and watch corn
being harvested? Now’s your chance!

Local farmers are opening the doors of their cabs and welcoming
people to take a ride with them as they harvest a field of corn. Riders
will see the corn being harvested and have a chance to talk to farmers
and ask questions. Each ride will be one pass across the field and
back.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau is coordinating the combine rides in
cornfields located in the DeKalb-Sycamore area.
A limited number of rides will be offered on a Saturday in midOctober (tentatively Oct. 21, rain date Sunday Oct. 22). Participants
will be assigned times for the rides.
A donation of $20 for adults and $10 for children (ages 12 and
under) is suggested for each ride. The tax-deductible donations will
go to the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture
and be used for ag literacy programs. ■

Register by Oct. 6 for this
unique experience.
Call Farm Bureau, 815-756-6361.
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DeKalb Farmers Vince Faivre and Steve Bemis
will offer rides in their combines to allow others
the opportunity to understand corn harvest.

You’ll find fresh, delicious apples, and all sizes and varieties of pumpkins,
along with other produce and fall ornamentals at local farm stands and
orchards this fall. Here’s a list of Farm Bureau members who are included
in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Farm Products Directory.

F ARM P RODUCE
Honey Hill Orchard

Kathy Bock & Family
11783 Waterman Rd., Waterman
815-264-3337
www.honeyhillorchard.com
Apples, honey, raspberries, pumpkins, squash, Indian corn, apple
cider, apple pies, cider donuts, caramel apples. Open daily 9 a.m.
- 5:30 p.m. thru Oct. 31. Wagon rides, farm petting zoo, children’s
straw bale maze.

Johnson’s Pumpkin Stand & Corn Maze
Dean & Charlene Johnson
1765 W. State St., Sycamore
815-895-3752
www.johnsonspumpkinsandmaze.com

Pumpkins, gourds, squash, corn stalks, broom corn, Indian corn,
straw bales, bittersweet. Open daily 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. thru Oct. 31.
Corn mazes.

Jonamac Orchard

Gerald, Mary Lynn, Kevin & Denice McArtor, Mike & Jenna Spychal
19412 Shabbona Rd., Malta
815-825-2158
www.jonamacorchard.com
Apples, pumpkins, apple cider, apple pies, cider donuts, caramel
apples, fall ornamentals. Apple train, farm petting zoo, corn maze,
children’s maze & playland. Open daily 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. thru Oct.
31. In November, open Weds. - Sun. thru Nov. 22.

Wackerlin Farm

Eric & Tina Wackerlin
16645 Lasher Rd., Hinckley
815-739-8794
Fall farm stand located at corner of Rt. 23 & Rt. 30, Waterman.
Pumpkins, gourds, squash, broom corn, Indian corn, mums,
straw bales. Open Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m. – 6 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 9 a.m.
– 6 p.m. thru Oct. 31.

Wessels Family Farm

Rob Wessels
2023 Sycamore Rd., DeKalb
815-751-1780
Sweet corn thru Sept., 30. Pumpkins, apples, gourds, mums,
corn stalks, straw bales thru Oct. 31. Open daily 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Yaeger’s Farm Market

Mark Yaeger
14643 State Rt. 38, DeKalb
815-756-6005
www.yaegerfarmmarket.com
Pumpkins, gourds, squash, apples, pie fillings, mums, perennials,
corn stalks, Indian corn, straw bales. Open Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m. 5 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. thru Oct. 31. Hayrides, harvest
playland, corn maze. ■

Larson’s Family Farm

Steve & Rhonda Larson
4404 Somonauk Rd., Sandwich
815-786-2249
www.larsonfamilyfarm.com
Pumpkins. Open weekends only in October, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Last
day of pumpkin season, Oct. 27. Special events – October, hay ride
farm tours and hay ride with bonfire, by reservation. Weekend hay
rides 1 - 4 p.m.

Theis Farm

Barbara Pondelick
6N953 County Line Rd., Maple Park
815-757-1090
www.theisfarmmarket.com
Pumpkins and squash. Open thru Oct. 31, Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m. 6 p.m., Sundays 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

For additional information go to www.dekalbfarmbureau.org.
under “Publications” click on the Farm Products Directory. Farm
Bureau members who would like to be added to the directory
listing should contact the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361.
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Holiday Traditions in Chicago

Featuring the Walnut Room & Christkindlmarket
Enjoy lunch at the world-famous
Walnut Room at Macy’s and marvel
at its giant beautifully decorated
Christmas tree. Shop a bit and then
step outside to see the holiday
windows. Then walk a few blocks to
Christkindlmarket to the enchanting
German village and festivities.
Farm Bureau is making plans
for a Holiday Traditions day trip to
Chicago on Thursday, Nov. 30.
The day begins with motor coach
departure from the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau at 9 a.m. Members will
be dropped off at Macy’s on State
Street to shop on their own and then
meet for a group lunch at the Walnut
Room.
The Great Tree has been the
centerpiece of the holiday dining
tradition for over a century. It will
be on display in the historic Walnut
Room located on the seventh floor
of Macy’s. Lunch will be served
in the holiday dining room within
the Walnut Room and features their
famous chicken pot pie and for
dessert – Frango mint ice cream pie!
In the afternoon, members will
be on their own to do some more
shopping at Macy’s or venture outside
to see the holiday windows and other
stores. A few blocks away is the

Christkindlmarket with its German foods, entertainment and shopping. The
outdoor market has become a popular destination during the holidays.
At the end of the day, members will meet back at Macy’s at 4:30 p.m. for
the return trip to Farm Bureau set for 6:30 p.m. (pending traffic).
The cost of the Holiday Traditions Trip is $65 per member ($75 for
guests). Price includes roundtrip motor coach transportation and lunch at the
Walnut Room.
The Holiday Traditions trip requires an active level of walking and is
open to all DeKalb County Farm Bureau members. Registration opens on
Monday, Oct. 2 at 8 a.m., with limited spaces available. Call or stop by the
Farm Bureau office to register. ■

Defensive Driving Course for seniors to be held Oct. 3 & 4
A Defensive Driving Course is
being offered to persons 55 years
and over on Tuesday, Oct. 3 and
Wednesday, Oct. 4 at the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau.
The two-day course is being
sponsored by DeKalb County
Farm Bureau, DeKalb County
COUNTRY® Financial agency and
Representative Bob Pritchard.
The course runs from 10 a.m. to 3
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p.m. each day at the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau Building. Participants
must attend both sessions in order
to be certified and also receive
a discount on their automobile
insurance.
The classes will be presented by
accredited instructor Doug Sommer,
a member of the National Safety
Council.
There is a $20 per person fee to

participate. To register, contact the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau office,
815-756-6361.
Those 55 and over who complete
the two-day class will receive a
certificate which can be taken to
their insurance agent for a discount
on their automobile insurance.
COUNTRY® Financial offers
a discount to those seniors who
complete this course. ■

“Remembering Marshall Field’s”
For more than 150 years,
Marshall Field & Company
reigned as Chicago’s leading
department store.

Leslie Goddard will offer a history lecture
on Marshall Field’s, Nov. 6 at Farm
Bureau.

Marshall Field’s began as a dry
goods store in 1852 and turned into
a world-class fashion and service
trendsetter and international tourist
destination on State Street in Chicago.
In a lavishly illustrated talk, learn
more about the man who started it and
the city’s grandiose department store.
“Remembering Marshall Field’s”
will be presented by Leslie Goddard
on Monday, Nov. 6 at the Farm
Bureau.
Leslie Goddard will share this
unique history, complete with
photographs and memorabilia, tracing
the store’s cherished traditions – from
chicken pot pie and the Walnut Room
Christmas tree to the State Street
store’s legendary window displays.

Prime Timers

She will review the many beloved
traditions including the 28 Shop,
Uncle Mistletoe, the bronze clocks,
and of course, Frango Mints. Her
illustrated lecture is based on the
book from Arcadia Publishing,
“Remembering Marshall Field’s.”
Goddard is an award-winning
actress and scholar who has been
presenting history programs for more
than 10 years. A former museum
director, she has authored history
books and currently works as an
author and public speaker. She has
done history portrayals of Jacqueline
Kennedy and Eleanor Roosevelt at
Farm Bureau.
The “Remembering Marshall
Field’s” history program is scheduled
for 1 p.m. in the Farm Bureau
Theater. Prior to the program, lunch
will be served in the auditorium for
Prime Timers, Farm Bureau members
55+ years. Lunch fee is $7, payable
in advance at the Farm Bureau office
by Oct. 31. ■

Hearing & Balance Health –
Being Proactive and Maintaining Quality of Life

Learn how your ears work to help you communicate with others and to keep you feeling
stable and in balance. Understand changes as you age and what can you do to maintain a
good quality of life.
“Hearing & Balance Health – Being Proactive and Maintaining Quality Life”
will be presented by Diane ScheckLong on Monday, Oct. 2 for Farm Bureau Prime
Timers.
Dr. ScheckLong is a clinical audiologist at Northern Illinois University’s SpeechLanguage-Hearing Clinic. She has worked in the field of audiology for over 30 years.
Diane received her master’s degree in audiology from Northwestern University in 1988
and went on to earn her clinical doctorate degree from AT Still University in Mesa,
Arizona in 2010.
She has been on faculty at Northern Illinois University for 13 years where she teaches
an undergraduate class in audiology, sees patients and supervises doctoral students at the
NIU Speech-Language-Hearing Clinic, located on the corner of Bethany and Sycamore
Roads.
Dr. ScheckLong currently sees patients of all ages, but specializes in the adult
population, diagnosing hearing loss and rehabilitating with hearing aids and group
counseling sessions.
Farm Bureau members 55+ years are welcome to attend the Prime Timers program on
Oct. 2. Lunch is served at 12-noon and the program follows at 1 p.m. at Farm Bureau.
To register, contact the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361, and pay the $7 lunch fee. ■

Dr. Diane ScheckLong will
inform members about hearing
health at the Oct. 2 Prime
Timers program.
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Growing Grapes in Corn Country
Terrie Tuntland knows how to
grow corn – he’s been doing it
all his life. But when he decided
to raise grapes he knew it would
be a learning curve for him and
his wife, Alexa.
They turned their cattle pasture
into a vineyard and started
experimenting with grapes in 1998.
“Being new to this, it was by trial
and error,” stated Terrie. His farm
background helped. And with both
of them being science teachers and
wine connoisseurs, these attributes
were beneficial in this new venture
of viticulture.

The rural Waterman couple was inspired by their teacher friends
to start the vineyard and winery. Clem Stiely and Larry Engelsman
were business partners from the get-go but eventually sold their
interest in the business to the Tuntlands.
In the early beginnings, Terrie and Alexa “Lex” spent hours
and hours researching viticulture, the science and production of
growing grapes. They turned to universities for guidance. They
networked with other grape growers and gained advice from the
state Grape Growers Association. They also traveled to California
and European wine countries to learn more about what it takes to
grow grapes.
“My father (Archie) always encouraged me to try something
new,” said Terrie. “He grew tomatoes for Campbell soup (along
with corn and soybeans). So I thought I’d try growing grapes and
making wine and be diversified in agriculture.” ►
Above: Terrie, Trisha and Alexa “Lex” Tuntland
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The first year Terrie chose four
California grape varieties based
on his wife’s favorite wines. “The
grapes all died,” explained Terrie.
“We quickly learned that we had to
choose hardier, American-French
hybrids to withstand the cold
Northern Illinois winters.”
Since then they continue to choose
different varieties of grapes and try
new ones each year. They currently
are growing 40 varieties of grapes
in their 12-acre vineyard, located
southeast of their farmstead.
Like corn and soybeans, Terrie
says he has to monitor the grape
crop for pests and diseases and use
crop protectants if needed. This year
Japanese Beetles were a problem so
he sprayed an insecticide to prevent
the beetles from destroying the
grapes. He also uses netting in the
vineyard to cover the grapes and
prevent birds from consuming the
red and white berries.

Harvesting Grapes
in September
Grape harvest is now underway
at the Waterman Vineyard. Their
crew picks the clusters of grapes by
hand while Lex randomly checks
the natural sugar content, known as
the Brix measurement, which is a
factor in the alcohol content. Sugar
turns into alcohol in the fermentation
process.

On the same day the grapes are harvested, the grapes are
processed at the farm. Red grapes are crushed and de-stemmed
and then fermented with skins and seeds. When the desired
color and body is achieved, they are then pressed to remove the
skins and seeds and then aged for at least six months in a large
stainless steel tank.
White grapes are crushed and de-stemmed and then the juice
goes into the press where the skins and seeds are removed.
Next they are fermented in tanks and cold stabilization occurs
during the winter while in storage in their repurposed barn.
As part of their sustainability actions, Terrie conveys that all
organic matter – the grape seeds, stems, skins – are spread on
their farm fields. The grass-covered vineyard protects the soil
and also provides habitat for birds and bees. ►

It’s all about the grapes
• Most wine grapes are self-pollinating and have seeds.
• Red wine gets its color from the grape skins.
• Viticulture is the science and production of grapes.
• It takes 3 vines to yield 15 pounds of grapes and about
5 bottles of wine.
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Winemaking at
Waterman Winery
The vintners check their
fermenting wine on a regular
basis to determine when they
will begin bottling wine. “We
taste wine for readiness,” said
Terrie. “We have a number of
people tasting and come to an
agreement on when it’s time to
bottle it.”
Bottling is done each spring.
They bottle between 3,0005,000 bottles of wine annually.
“I like making wine,” says
Terrie. “In the Bible wine is
mentioned 200 times. It’s an
important part of history and
wine is good for you!”
They first started bottling
and selling wine once they
obtained county, state and
federal licenses in 2002.

That was the same year that they retired from teaching middle school
science – Lex at Waterman and Terrie at DeKalb.
Today they sell 18 different kinds of red, white and fruit wines onsite
and in local retail stores under a variety of signature names such as
Waterman White, DEKALB White, and Barbed Wire Red, to name a
few.
Lex manages the tasting room and sales inside their farm shed. The
winery is open on weekends from April through Dec. 20.
“Most of the people who come here are happy and want to be here,”
said Lex. She accommodates her customers with tastings, information
and tours.
Lex’s favorite wine continues to be the Niagara white, a flavorful
American grape wine. Terrie likes several different white and red wines.
“Our goal is to keep the Tuntland family involved in farming and
keep it going.” Terrie grows corn and soybeans with the seasonal help
of his sons John and Todd, both engineers for Caterpillar. Daughter
Trisha, a CPA, is now a co-owner of the winery. Their eldest daughter,
Kendra, follows in their footsteps with her teaching career.
Terrie looks back on the past two decades and notes that “it was
challenging to be the first to grow grapes here in DeKalb County.” It’s
his hope that his family’s next generation will continue to “grow” the
farm and that other local farmers will grow grapes in corn country. ►

Trisha Tuntland pours a glass of wine at Waterman Winery. She is a partner at
the winery with her parents, Terrie and Alexa.
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Waterman Winery & Vineyards
11582 Waterman Rd., Waterman
Open weekends, 12-4 p.m. or by
appointment, 815-264-3268.

• There are 40 different varieties of grapes grown
in the vineyard.
• The vineyard was started in 1998 on 2 acres
and has grown to 12 acres.
• The winery has been selling wine for 15 years.
• They sell 18 different kinds of wines.
• It’s the only vineyard in DeKalb County.
• They are 1 of 105 wineries in Illinois. ■
Lex and Terrie Tuntland welcome visitors for tastings and tours
of their winery and vineyard.
(Above) Terrie operates the de-stemmer/crusher machine and
presses grapes on the farm. Grapes are picked and processed
the same day.
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Pumpkins Galore!
The Sycamore Preserve Works
was one of the first industries in
Sycamore. The food cannery opened
in 1890 and operated for 74 years
until it closed in 1964.
When the Sycamore True
Republican newspaper announced
the new corporation it was described
as being “organized to do the work
of preserving the fresh fruits and
vegetables that our teeming, fertile
soil produces for the winter use of
the world.”
Production included peas, beans,
sweet corn, tomatoes, asparagus,
rhubarb, squash, apples, and even
pumpkins.
The Sycamore True Republican
in November 1898 reported, “Peter
Peter Pumpkin Eater would have
been struck helpless at the sight of
such quantities of pumpkins. They
bought of the farmers 450 tons,
for which nearly $1,500 was paid
producers. These pumpkins were
put up in 22,000 1-gallon cans and
150,000 3-pound cans, in all an
amount sufficient for 800,000 pies.”
The pumpkins were brought into
the factory and run through circular

saws and cut up, then were cooked,
and the soft meat was pressed out
and run into cans.
The pumpkins were grown in a
22-acre field east of Sycamore on
Mrs. H. Waterman’s farm. It was
very common to see the great yellow
balls being hauled into Sycamore
from the fields.
Jobs were always available in
the summer in Sycamore when it
was packing time. At the peak of
operations 250 to 300 people would
be employed, working 12 to 14 hours
a day.
World War II brought welcome
relief as canned goods were in high
demand. The cannery produced
goods by the thousands, which were
sent to troops overseas as well as
the states. The Preserve Works even
used German prisoners of war on the

The Sycamore Preserve Works factory,
located on the south side of Sycamore
(now the site of Blackhawk Storage),
was a food cannery of pumpkins and
other vegetables and fruits, circa 1900.

factory crew. They came from Camp
Grant in Rockford and were housed in
a prison compound on the south side
of Sycamore.
Sycamore Preserve Works obtained
five copyrighted brand names
including Crescent, Red Rose,
Birchbark, White Lily, and Elkhorn
during its production lifetime.
Work continued at the cannery until
1964 when the operations were closed
because of changing conditions and
methods of modern business, which
made it too expensive to compete in
the field. ■

Information provided by the
Joiner History Room, DeKalb County Archive.

Pumpkins were grown on Mrs. H. Waterman’s
farm east of Sycamore then transported to the
factory for canning. In 1898, the field produced
450 tons of pumpkins – enough for 800,000 pies!
24 CONNECTIONS Sept./Oct. 2017

COUNTRY
Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Meet Dean Miller

Financial Representative in DeKalb
Dean Miller is a COUNTRY Financial® representative with the
DeKalb-Kendall-Ogle Agency. He’s been working for COUNTRY
for 19 years and is still learning something new every day.
Dean grew up in Minnesota and attended Southwest Minnesota
State University. Go Mustangs! When looking for a job after college,
Dean wanted a career where he could help people on a daily basis
with career potential, that’s when he chose COUNTRY Financial.
Dean’s favorite part of the job has been meeting new people,
but he admits that sometimes he can be a little talkative, which is
something he continues to work on every day.

“My clients are like family and I want to take care of my
family first and foremost.”
In Dean’s free time he enjoys fishing and annual snowmobile
trips. It’s something he’s grown to love since going with his dad
when he was a kid. He’s now carried on this tradition with his own
family. You can guarantee that if Dean could be anywhere on a nice
weekend it would be at the lake fishing with his son.
After a long day of work, you won’t find Dean relaxing at home in
the evening. You’ll find him working on his yard by maintaining his
garden and mowing the grass. He also enjoys going on motorcycle
rides during his free time.
When Dean was asked what he spends the most time thinking
about, he responded, “How to make our world a better place starting
right here at COUNTRY Financial.” That is his number one goal and
what motivates him on a daily basis.
“My clients are like family and I want to take care of my family
first and foremost.” Dean is truly a helpful person and a great
representation of what it means to be an insurance agent. It’s never

about yourself and always about the client,
and that is what Dean chooses to live by
every day.
Dean can provide customers with a wide
variety of insurance and financial products
and services. He serves customers from
his COUNTRY Financial office at 213
East Locust Street, DeKalb with the
assistance of his office assistant, Alison
Taylor. His office phone number is 815748-7064.

About the COUNTRY
Financial® group
The COUNTRY Financial group
(www.countryfinancial.com) serves
about one million households and
businesses throughout the United States
and offers a full range of financial
products and services from auto, home,
business, farm and life insurance to
retirement planning services, investment
management and annuities. ■

www.countryfinancial.com
0817-155
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MEMBER BENEFITS
Save on movie tickets at DeKalb theater
Buy discount movie tickets from Farm Bureau and save
money.
And that’s not all! Enjoy the remodeled AMC Market Square
10 Theater which now provides lounge-chair seating and offers
a variety of hot foods in their concession area – to go with that
buttery popcorn.
Discount movie tickets can be purchased for $8 each, a
savings of $1.75 per ticket on evening shows at AMC Market
Square 10, located near Wal-Mart in DeKalb.
Stop by the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office to purchase
movie tickets. ■

2018 Calendars
now available

DeKalb County Plat Books for sale
Stop by the Farm Bureau office to purchase the DeKalb County
Land Atlas and Plat Book.
The latest edition, published by Rockford Map Publishers, is
available for purchase for $25 (members) or $50 (non-members)
from the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office. ■

Share Your SNAPS!
Share Your Snaps is a
themed, seasonal photo
competition that allows
you to snap, share and
send your favorite photos
to the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau.
These photos will be
posted on our Facebook
page weekly. The photo
that has the most “likes”
will be published in the
following Connections
magazine.
This season’s theme is
Fall!
The last day of this
season’s contest is Nov.1.
Watch for the winning
photo in the November
issue of Connections
magazine!
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Stop by the Farm Bureau office and pick up a free
2018 DeKalb County Farm Bureau wall calendar.
Choose between a calendar which features an
assortment of “Barns” or the “Tractor” calendar
showcasing several vintage tractors, while supplies
last.
Farm Bureau members are limited to one calendar
per membership. ■

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Photo Contest

Here is what you need to do:
1. Photo contest is open to local,
amateur photographers.
2. Take photographs that capture the
season! Examples include falling
leaves, harvest, pumpkins, and
back-to-school activities.
3. Make sure your camera or
Smartphone is set to the highest
resolution for quality and your
photo is sent at its original size.
The submitted photo must be the
photographer’s original work.
4. Email your pictures to
aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.
org with a brief description of the photo and the story behind it.
5. Log on to Facebook and follow the DeKalb County Farm Bureau page at www.facebook.com/
DeKalbCountyFarmBureau.
6. Watch for your pictures to be posted on Farm Bureau’s Facebook page.
7. Click “like” on the photo you enjoy most, and share it with family and friends. ■

FA R M M A N A G E M E N T

Managing Your Farm With
Your Best Interest In Mind.
We manage farms including grain, livestock, or any
combination of operations to meet each owner’s needs and
objectives, whether it be maximizing income, managing for
appreciation, maintaining productivity or trust administration.

Contact Our Farm Managers Today:
Scott Pumroy: 779.222.7105
scott.pumroy@firstmidwest.com
Lee Schramer: 779.222.7111
lee.schramer@firstmidwest.com

Farm Management Services:
Farm Consultation Services
Farm Visits
Budgeting and Planning
Detailed Reporting
Land Sales and Acquisitions
Real Estate, Operating
and Equipment Loans*
Investment and
Land Trust Services
* Subject to credit approval. Property insurance may be required.
Wealth Management services are offered through First Midwest Bank.
Most Wealth Management products are not FDIC insured.

Farm Ad - 4/c - Full Page - NON-BLEED - Finished Size 7 1/2" x 10"
First Midwest Bank - Lisa Herff - 630-875-7269 - Dekalb County Farm Bureau September Issue - Ad Insertion
Due Date
8/15 2017 29
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Ag Literacy

Teacher Resources
Just in Time for Fall
Apple and Pumpkin AgriLearning
Kits are available for DeKalb County
teachers. These fun, fall resources are
appropriate for kindergarten through
fifth grade students and help students

Students can explore the apple varieties of an
orchard and the uses of pumpkins from the
patch, all within their own classrooms!

gain a better understanding of how
agriculture relates to the world in
which they live. The complementary
Great Apple Crunch Day and Illinois
Pumpkins posters are a creative

The Apple AgriLearning Kit includes games, things to make
and eat, videos, posters, and books. Teachers love the apple
lifecycle paper craft!

way to decorate any classroom
during this season. Teachers can
request items by emailing rcollins@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or stopping by
the Farm Bureau. ■

The Pumpkin AgriLearning Kit includes books, posters,
recipes, crafts, and more. Teachers love the Pumpkin Circle
book in both English and Spanish!

Pick up these apple and
pumpkin posters today!
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Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

Facts Don’t Matter
I like being right, and it irritates people sometimes. (Just ask my husband.)
If I hear a factual inaccuracy on a topic I know well, I have to bite my
tongue not to correct it. Maybe it’s because I’m an educator at my core. I
want folks to base their beliefs and behaviors on facts.
But facts—things that are known, proven, and verifiable—don’t really
matter.
Are you bristling right now? Are you thinking, “You’re wrong. They
matter to me!” Hear me out.
How we feel always triumphs over the facts with which we are presented.
Don’t believe me? How do you feel about GMOs? Vaccines? Climate
change? Immigration? Breast feeding vs. formula? Nuclear energy?
Motorcycle helmets? Pesticides? Politics? Have I hit any of your hot buttons
yet? What’s running through your mind right now? Is your blood pressure
more elevated than when you started reading this paragraph? How do you
feel?
Recently I had a long, heated discussion with a friend. Let’s call him
Ken. Our conversation started on the topic of vaccines and quickly veered
into agriculture. We talked late into the night, until I was trembling from
the effort of balancing
facts, feelings, and
My friend is intelligent and passionate, and like
friendship.
many people in our country, far removed from
Ken believes farmers
production agriculture. As we talked, the words
are powerless victims
facts don’t matter; feelings do kept running
of corporate control and
through my mind...
ownership. He believes
one seed company
controls the government agencies that regulate our food supply. He thinks
livestock are “crammed together” and treated cruelly for profit. He believes
farmers grow corn to receive subsidies but he feels it’s not nutritious so they
should grow something else instead.
My friend is intelligent and passionate, and like most people in our
country, far removed from production agriculture. As we talked, the words,
facts don’t matter; feelings do, kept running through my mind along with
Ken and his wife are our friends, and I want them to remain so after this
dialog.
It was like I was having two separate conversations. One out loud with
Ken, and one internally, with myself. I reminded myself that Ken is a
Marine, and—like my own husband—a disabled veteran. As we talked
about the credibility of the CDC, FDA, and EPA, I remembered that many
veterans have justifiable reasons to distrust government agencies as a result
of their experiences with the DoD and VA.
I remembered the “backfire effect,” a recent research finding which
revealed that people with strongly-held beliefs tend to cling to them even
more tightly when presented with evidence to the contrary. I counseled
myself to ask thoughtful questions about Ken’s beliefs instead of launching
facts at him to “prove him wrong.”

Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordinator.
Follow her Stray Kernels blog at www.
straykernels.wordpress.com.

At many points in the conversation,
I thought of simply cutting it short by
telling Ken I was tired and ready for
bed. I was tempted to give up and write
him off as misinformed and crazy.
But, while he may have absorbed
misinformation, he’s not crazy. I knew
that to shrug him off as such would
just widen the division we’re all
experiencing now.
When the conversation ended, he
thanked me for opening his eyes to new
things to think about. I thanked him for
challenging me.
In the end, I’m not sure I convinced
him of anything. If I truly did open
his eyes to new information, it wasn’t
because I hurled facts at him. Hopefully
it was because I tried to show how I felt,
and that I cared about his beliefs even
when I didn’t agree with them.
When I say facts don’t matter, what I
really mean is facts don’t matter unless
you acknowledge feelings first. If you
skip that step, facts really don’t matter,
because they won’t make a difference in
what people believe.
As the saying goes: People don’t care
how much you know until they know
how much you care.■
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Community

A Powerful Tradition

Local girl has roots in Sycamore Steam Show
For many, the Sycamore Steam Show & Threshing Bee is an opportunity
to spend a fun-filled day outdoors during the last few weeks of summer
sun. For 18-year-old Jenny Stevens, it is so much more.
Jenny has attended the Steam Show since before she could walk – long
before she was driving her own tractor. At age 8, Jenny became a member
of the Northern Illinois Steam & Power Club’s Green Team. The Green
Team is a group of young kids that learn how to care for and operate
antique tractors. At 15, Jenny became one of the 600-plus members of the
Northern Illinois Steam Power Club.
The Northern Illinois Steam Power Club started the Steam Show 61
years ago at the Taylor Marshall Farm off of Plank Road in rural Sycamore.
Jenny’s grandpa, Avery Stevens, has been attending the Steam Show since
its inaugural year in 1956.

The Steam Show is a very special
event for the Stevens family. Jenny’s
parents, Dave and Vicki, grew up
working the show together as kids.
Dave serves as one of the directors of
the Northern Illinois Steam Power Club
alongside Jenny’s oldest sister, Cassie.
“I love the Steam Show because to me it
means family and friends coming together
to educate, share the past, and look
forward to the future.”

Jenny Stevens

Jenny said, “I love the Steam Show
because to me it means family and
friends coming together to educate, share
the past, and look forward to the future.”
Look for Jenny driving her
Minneapolis Moline Model R tractor
in the Sycamore Pumpkin Parade every
year. And of course, you’ll find her and
her family at many more Steam Shows
to come. ■

Jenny Stevens drove her 1948 Minneapolis Moline R row crop tractor
at this year’s Steam Show & Threshing Bee held in August at the Taylor
Marshall Farm in Sycamore.
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Seven-month-old Jenny was already behind the wheel with
dad, Dave Stevens, at her very first Steam Show in 1999.

THE DESTINATION
FOR TOTAL HIP AND
KNEE REPL ACEMENT.
Northwestern Medicine Kishwaukee Hospital’s Joint Center is the area’s top choice
for joint care. We’re the first in Illinois to receive The Joint Commission’s Gold Seal
of Approval for Advanced Certification for Total Hip and Knee Replacements. Learn
how you can receive better joint pain relief by going to kishjointcenter.org.
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Center for
Agriculture News

Elections for the 2017 County Committee
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) County Committee
Elections are underway in DeKalb County.
It is important that every eligible producer participate
in these elections because FSA county committees are a link between the
agricultural community and the USDA. The 2017 election in DeKalb County
will be conducted for the representative Local Administrative Area (LAA):
Malta, DeKalb, Cortland, Milan, Afton, and Pierce townships.
County committee members are a critical component of FSA operations.
Committees should be comprised of members who reflect the diversity of
producers involved in production agriculture in DeKalb County. This means
that producers representing underserved groups or communities should be on
the committee to speak on behalf of their constituency.
Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority farmers
and ranchers and land owners and/or operators who have limited resources.
Other minority groups including Native American and Alaska Natives; persons
under the poverty level, and persons that have disabilities are also considered
underserved.
County committee election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters on Nov. 6.
The last day to return completed ballots to the DeKalb County USDA service
center is Dec. 4.
For more information on eligibility to serve on FSA county committees, visit:
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. ■
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Payment Limitations
by Program
The 2014 Farm Bill
established a maximum dollar
amount for each program
that can be received annually,
directly or indirectly, by each
person or legal entity. Payment
limitations vary by program
for 2014 through 2018.
Below is an overview
of payment limitations by
program.
Commodity and Price
Support Programs
The annual limitation for
the Agriculture Risk Coverage
(ARC) and Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) programs,
Loan Deficiency Payments
(LDPs) and Market Loan
Gains is $125,000 total. ►

Conservation Programs
The Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) annual rental
payment and incentive payment is
limited to $50,000. CRP contracts
approved before Oct. 1, 2008, may
exceed the limitation, subject to
payment limitation rules in effect
on the date of contract approval.
The Emergency Conservation
Program (ECP) has an annual
limit of $200,000 per disaster
event. The Emergency Forest
Restoration Program (EFRP) has
an annual limit of $500,000 per
disaster event.

Disaster Assistance Programs
The annual limitation of $125,000 applies to the
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and
Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP), Livestock Forage
Disaster Program (LFP) and Livestock Indemnity Program
(LIP). The total payments received under ELAP, LFP and LIP may not
exceed $125,000. A separate limitation of $125,000 applies to Tree
Assistance Program (TAP) payments. There is also a separate $125,000
payment limit for the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP).
Payment limitations also apply to Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) programs. Contact your local NRCS office for more
information.
For more information on FSA payment limitations by program,
visit https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/
FactSheets/2015/payment_eligibility_payment_limitations.pdf. ■

Become a 4-H Volunteer Today!
4-H volunteers play a critical role in the
lives of Illinois youth. More than 26,000
volunteers across Illinois make a difference with more than 200,000 4-H
participants each year. As 4-H begins another program year, consider becoming
a 4-H volunteer today!
Why volunteer for 4-H? Adults with no previous connection to 4-H may
volunteer to share their talents, strengths, and experiences. They may share their
expertise in a specific project area related to their own career path, hobby, or
interest area. Other adults like to get to know young people in their community
and to share in the decision-making opportunities related to community issues.
Still others decide to interact with 4-H members to meet new people, gain new
skills, and get connected in their community.
4-H parents volunteer to spend time with their own children and with youth
of similar ages and interests. 4-H alumni have the opportunity to give back to
the program that helped them develop the life skills which have made them
successful in their personal, professional, and community life today.
4-H offers a variety of long and short term volunteer opportunities. These
may include organizational leaders of 4-H clubs or groups that meet year round,

project leaders for more than 100
different subject matter areas who
meet for a specific time period, or
activity leaders who help plan and
execute a educational and/or social
event, contest, workshop, or clinic
for 4-H members in the county
throughout the year.
For the health and safety of 4-H
youth participants and volunteers,
adults are required to complete the
4-H volunteer application process
and attend an orientation session
prior to becoming a 4-H volunteer.
To learn more about the
4-H volunteer opportunities in
DeKalb County, please contact
Nicole Groezinger, 4-H Program
Coordinator at 815-758-8194. ■
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Camera Hog

This season’s Share Your Snaps photo competition winner is Felicia Martin from DeKalb.
Felicia snapped this 2-week-old piglet at Johnson-Pate Pork where she helps raise pigs.
Did you know that October is National Pork Month?
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Do you know how
valuable you are?

We do.
Your family knows too. If something happened to you, would they be able to
stay in their house, keep up with bills, and would your kids have money for
college? Protect the ones you love by insuring their most valuable asset – you!
Give me a call today.
Phil Hasz

Doug Brewington

Curtis Burket

David Gingerich

Kyle Groenhagen

Dan Howes

Steve Klopfenstein

Kathy Martin

Dean Miller

Chris Patterson

Craig Popp

Mike Shipley

Gavin Wilson

Auto, Home, and Commercial policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Casualty Insurance Company®,
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