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Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Every December I have the honor of representing my fellow DeKalb County
farmers and Farm Bureau members at the Illinois Farm Bureau Annual Meeting
in Chicago. And not a year goes by that I don’t think about the importance of
this meeting and the grassroots process of farmers coming together throughout
the state of Illinois to discuss issues impacting agriculture.
Issues like trade, environmental regulations, property rights, tax reform,
food labeling, crop insurance and conservation programs are some at the top
of the list. Also discussed are issues impacting our general membership, like
education, communications and public image, the state budget, business climate
in Illinois and many others.
This discussion not only sets the course for our organization, but it also
provides direction for our legislative leaders at the local, state and national
levels. It reinforces the beliefs of the Farm Bureau community and solidifies our
views on issues impacting our membership.
Farm Bureau is a unique organization in that our policy and so much more
starts at the grassroots, local level. Our number one policy states: “Farm Bureau
is an organization through which farm people can work together and cooperate
with others to strengthen agriculture’s role and influence as a vital part of a
strong, prosperous economy.”
Thanks for the opportunity to serve you and represent your views. ■
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On Prairie Drive

Calendar

It’s been a good year!

Dec. 25-26
Christmas Holiday
Farm Bureau office closed

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Reflecting on 2017, I’m thankful for this past year.
During the holiday season my blessings extend to my
family, farm, and Farm Bureau.
Family – The holidays make me think of my
family, all of them, including my parents and
grandparents whom I dearly miss. Christmas is always
a special time for us filled with good memories
and traditions. But the shining light this year is our
first granddaughter, who knows how to capture this
grandma’s heart. We’ll continue some of those family
traditions and perhaps start some new ones with our little one.
Farm – The 2017 farm year was rather challenging with a late planting season and
a late harvest. It tested the patience of farmers to get the crops in and out. But they
did. And in the end, it resulted in one of their best corn crops! Now if only the farm
economy would rebound with better grain prices and improved farm income.
Farm Bureau – As I wrap up this issue I think about the Farm Bureau year. Wow,
we’ve made some good strides! We’ve had some impactful programs in the public, in
schools, and on farms. We’ve worked hard to connect farmers and consumers. Through
CONNECTIONS, we’ve reached you with interesting stories. We’ve channeled
information through social media and other outlets. Our Farm Bureau Board of
Directors and Staff deserve credit for these outreach efforts making them a priority for
our organization.
It’s been a good year and I look forward to the next. From my family, farm and Farm
Bureau, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! ■

Find the pine
cone and win!
Let’s see if you can find the pine
cone (resembling the one above) in this
month’s issue of our magazine and be
eligible to win a prize.
Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815756-6361, by Dec. 31 for your chance to
win.
When responding by email, please
include the page number and exact
description of the location of the pine
cone on that page. You will also need to
include your name, address and phone
number in the email.
Correct answers will be put into a
drawing and one winner will be drawn to
receive a $20 gift card.
Last month’s winner of the kernel
contest was Dennis Lane of Sycamore .
The corn kernel was hidden on page 18
in the light pole of the Santa picture. ■
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DECEMBER

JANUARY
Jan. 1
New Year’s Holiday
Farm Bureau office closed
Jan. 8
Music by the Kishwaukee Brass
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by Jan. 2
Jan. 10-11
Northern IL Farm Show
Convocation Center, DeKalb
Jan. 10 - 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Jan. 11 - 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Jan. 25
AITC Volunteer Training
For classroom presentations
6:30 p.m.

FEBRUARY
Feb. 5
“An Evening with Mr. & Mrs. Lincoln”
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by Jan. 30
Feb. 9
Ag Seminar
First National Bank & Farm Bureau
Feb. 26
DCFB Annual Meeting
For “M” Farmer Members
8 a.m.
Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture
unless otherwise noted. For most meeting
reservations contact the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau office, 815-756-6361.

Follow us!
facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
twitter.com/DCFBureau
pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

Send magazine comments to:

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s website:
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org

By the
NUMBERS

Representing Agriculture
Farm Bureau represents both rural and urban people who together strengthen agriculture’s role and
influence as a vital part of a strong and prosperous economy.
As the voice of agriculture, our membership organization works on behalf of agriculture at the county, state
and national levels.
In DeKalb County, there are 6,100

Farm Bureau members, of which 1,500 are farmers

and landowners.
The Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB) is a member of the American Farm Bureau Federation, a national
organization of farmers and ranchers directed by farmers who join through their county Farm Bureau.
IFB has a total membership of 398,283 and a voting farmer membership of more than 79,450. IFB
represents 3

out of 4 Illinois farmers.

The American Farm Bureau Federation has nearly 6

million members throughout the United States.
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Music from the Farm
Farmers and their families double
as musicians practicing on their
farmsteads and performing in local
concerts.
Playing music brings enjoyment
to a group of local musicians with
farm backgrounds. Some play as a
stress reliever from the farm. Some
consider it their hobby. Some love to
share music with others.
During the holiday season, these
local musicians are performing in
bands and at concerts.

Cherie Sanderson flute, piccolo

It’s been 40-some years that Cherie
Sanderson has been playing the
flute. She loves sharing music and
playing in different settings. She
plays in the Kishwaukee Concert
Band, Crossroads Flute Choir and in
other gatherings with flute friends.
She likes classical, contemporary,
hymns, jazz and folk music.
“Holiday music is a drag until the
actual performance. It’s hard to get
excited about ‘Jingle Bells’ when

Cherie Sanderson, Aaron Butler and Darla Arndt play instruments in the Kishwaukee
Concert Band and are involved in their farm businesses.

the combine is still rolling and I am selling apples and donuts!” Cherie of
Sycamore keeps tabs of her farmer husband, works at a local orchard and a
greenhouse, and watches her granddaughter.

Adrian Plapp - trombone
“It’s enjoyable to take a break from all
of the stress running a farm business and
help create music with and for others,”
says Adrian Plapp, a trombonist with
the Jazz in Progress band. He’s one of
the original members and likes to play
almost any genre of music, even polka!
Adrian’s been playing trombone since
the fourth grade. He practices playing
music on his farm but, according to
Adrian, not nearly enough during the
busy spring and fall farming seasons.
Adrian farms in rural Malta. ►
Adrian Plapp, a Malta farmer, plays his trombone in
the Jazz in Progress Band.
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Hellen, Francie, Henry
Weberpal - cello, violin
The Weberpal farm kids took
a shine to music at a young
age. Hellen, Francie and Henry
Weberpal started on the piano
and began playing stringed
instruments for the Sycamore
orchestra program and
community orchestra programs.
All three majored in music at
college. Hellen is a community
outreach member of the
Houston Symphony in Texas.
Francie is orchestra director for
a middle school in Houston.
Henry is orchestra director
for a high school in Ottumwa,
Iowa. In their free time, they
play for various orchestras in
their communities. When they
return home to their parent’s
Sycamore farm, John and
Valerie Weberpal, they perform
concerts in The Crib.

The Weberpal young adults, Francie, Hellen and Henry, perform a holiday concert in their
Sycamore corn crib for family and friends.

Aaron Butler - flute, piccolo, saxophones, clarinet
Playing a number of instruments in school, Aaron Butler laid down his horns
up until 15 years ago when he reignited his interest in music. He plays in several
bands – Jazz in Progress (which he started), Kishwaukee Concert Band, Orleans
Jazz Wizards, and Stage Coach Theater. He also substitutes in a variety of bands. “I
enjoy this hobby a lot. It uses a part of your brain that doesn’t get used much on the
farm,” said Aaron. Jazz and big band music are his favorite tunes to play. Aaron is a
certified organic farmer from Malta.

Darla Arndt - percussion – timpani, bells, chimes, xylophone, marimba,
vibraphone, hand percussion

Once Darla Arndt had children she resumed her interest in playing music as
a percussionist. “Exposing our kids to a variety of music was important,” said
Darla. As a result, her daughter played percussion and her son plays trombone.
Rehearsals gave her an outlet after being home with the kids or
working in the farm office. “Band helps me keep my sanity, gives
me a chance to do something creative, and gets me out of the
house,” said Darla. She plays in the Kishwaukee Concert Band
and enjoys a variety of music, especially big band music. Darla
works in their farm office in Malta. ■
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by Lisa Fleming

I’m Dreaming of a Green Christmas
I love this time of year. Finding
the perfect Christmas gift for our
kids, my nephew, or my farmer really
makes my day.
When asked what I want for
Christmas my thoughts revert to
spring. I want a lush, dark green,
velvety lawn. Give me the green
outside my front door, not the dingy
dirty-gray grass or snow-covered
lawn.

In the first year of our marriage,
my farmer drove through MY lawn
to get to the field and parked a
dripping sprayer on my beautiful
grass. I was shocked! Isn’t that
why we have farm fields or sheds
– for our equipment?
I grew up learning to take care of
the lawn at a fairly young age. My
mom and dad showed me the seat of
the small tractor mower and before
long I was hooked. I drove in circles
for hours. I felt empowered on that
riding mower. Until I turned 15, it
was as close to driving a vehicle as I
would get, except for the occasional
tractor.
It was MY lawn and I could mow
it any way I wanted (as long as it was
all mowed and I didn’t hit anything,
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per my dad’s rules). At one point my
dad taught me how to strike out a
“land” to plow a field and then fill in
the dead furrow. So I applied what I
learned in the farm field to my lawn.
I started striking out a “land” in the
lawn and blowing the cut grass in
a windrow. It was like a mini green
farm field. And of course it was all
about how the lawn looked.
Did I mention, I love my lawn?
Fast forward to 1990 when I got
married and truly had my own lawn.
I was the only one that cut those
blades of grass. It was mine. My
farmer never fought me for the right
to mow!
For years now, I have mowed my
grass in a different direction each
week. I have carved out time to
spend mowing my lawn. I have a
system. I start on the north side of
the driveway and circle back around
the entire farm. From overhead, a
pilot could connect my mowing path.
I take great pride in how the
lawn looks. But I learned quickly
that a farm lawn is different than a
town lawn. In the first year of our
marriage, my farmer drove through
MY lawn to get to the field and
parked a dripping sprayer on my
beautiful grass. I was shocked! Isn’t
that why we have farm fields or
sheds – for our equipment? From
then on, I had ruts I could lose my
mower in, big patches of grass that

Lisa Fleming is a farm woman
and high school teacher from rural
Shabbona. Her farm family raises
corn, soybeans and beef cattle.

were brown, or areas that had been
run over by the tractor and prolonged
growth and mowing.
I started paying attention to other
farm lawns. I learned my farmer
wasn’t the only one that parked
equipment on the lawn. After forty
some years of my mowing career,
I have concluded that although my
lawn doesn’t make our farm any
money, I still like to keep it looking
nice. I do love my lawn, but have
learned to not worry about a patch
of dead grass, or the tractor and
disc sitting on my lawn. It’s sort of
a status symbol, a trophy for my
farmer.
For Christmas, I’m still dreaming
of lush green grass…with fewer
pieces of equipment on my front
lawn! ■

What is THAT?

DDGs

Dried Distillers Grains, or DDGs, are a
nutrient-dense livestock feed created
during the production of ethanol fuel
from field corn.
Ethanol production only utilizes the
starch in each corn kernel. For each
bushel of corn processed for ethanol,
1/3 becomes ethanol while the
remaining 2/3 becomes DDGs and
corn oil.

Once it is dried, this by-product
of ethanol production can be
shipped long distances and
stored indefinitely.

A bushel (56 pounds of corn) produces
almost 3 gallons of ethanol and 17-18
pounds of Dried Distillers Grains.

DDGs are high in protein and
can replace corn and soybean
feed ingredients in the ration
fed to dairy or beef cattle.
DDGs are also used to feed
pigs and poultry.

By creating feed in
the form of DDGs for
the animals that feed
us, ethanol production
results in fuel AND food.
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Ron Johnson, University of Illinois Extension
DeKalb County Master Gardener

Plants that changed the world - Part 2

My thoughts about important plants are the same as they were a year ago when I
wrote about rice, wheat, tobacco, cotton, corn, tea, grapes, poppy, and rubber tree
in “Plants That Changed the World” for the November 2016 issue of CONNECTIONS
magazine. Plants that had, and continue to have, vast economic and social impacts
on humankind will be cited, often from a historical perspective.
Key: F = food; M = medicine; C/F
= clothing/fiber; S/D = social/drink;
C = commercial; S = seasoning
Barley - F, M, C, Cereal grass
originated in Turkey, Iran, and Iraq
at least 9,000 years ago, home of the
first agriculturalists. Because of its
low gluten content, it could not rise
as a large loaf and was displaced
by wheat. Barley has a medicinal
quality and was used in dentistry
as a local anesthetic. Malting
begins by germinating the grain,
then drying the sprouted seedlings.

Turf Grass
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When mixed with water and yeast,
this malt becomes beer or whiskey.
Single malt Scotch whiskey is made
from only malted barley and double
distilled in one of Scotland’s famous
distilleries such as Oban. Oats, rye,
wheat, rice, and corn complete the
cereal grain line-up.
Turf Grass - C, Open spaces cut
short by hand scythes or by grazing
sheep first appeared during medieval
times around European castles
making it easier for watchmen to
scan the horizon for friend or foe.

By the 16th century turf grass was
showing up around estates, in parks,
and on sports fields such as “bowling
greens,” tennis and croquet courts,
golf putting greens; cricket was
the first team sport played on turf
grass. Lawns became affordable
after Edwin Budding invented the
mechanical lawn mower in 1830.
This effective mowing device
allowed for extensive use of turf
grass as a part of ornamental gardens
and large public spaces such as New
York’s Central Park. Subsequently,
numerous turf grass research
programs began at major universities
in the United States. Suburban
houses for GIs returning from World
War II came with lawns planted
or sodded with turf grass cultivars
which showed improved density,
uniformity, and pest resistance.
Kentucky bluegrass likely arrived
with French missionaries in the early
1600s as a pasture grass. As a cool
season grass, it is the most desirable
species for lawns. Rye, bent, and
fescues are useful cool season
grasses as well. On the other hand,
grasses that can stand heat such as
Bermuda and Zoysia are referred to
as warm season grasses. ►

Sugar Cane - F, C/F, C, Known
as a large perennial grass, sugar
cane is native to India, China and
SE Asia. Brought to and grown on
Caribbean plantations, it was the first
crop where slaves were used in the
Americas. One of the world’s most
indulgent crops, it was harvested
by hand, leaves removed, taken
to rolling mills that extracted the
brown juice. Boiling and evaporation
produced crude sugar crystals. Some
of the juice is distilled to make rum.
Civilizations managed well enough
without sugar for thousands of years,
but when it did arrive it ruined the
lives of millions of Africans and
damaged the health of its consumers.
Cacao - F, M, C, S, 45 Foot tree
native to South American rainforests,
chocolate needs little introduction.
Classified by Linnaeus and called
a divine gift or “food of the gods.”
The beans were roasted, ground, and
added to corn and peppers creating
a stew-like dish or served as a
bitter drink during Aztec festivals.
Spanish conquistadors mixed the
bitter drink with sugar and by
1650 European aristocrats enjoyed
this fashionable drink. Nineteenth
century Dutch, English and Swiss
chocolatiers invented methods of
grinding it to a powder, mixing it
with milk, smoothing it into bars.
Soon great fortunes were made and
“chocolate towns” were built around
the factories. In 1894 Milton Hershey
built a plant in Derry Church,

Soybeans

Sugar Cane
Pennsylvania. By 1907 it was the
largest chocolate factory in the
world turning out the flat bottom,
foil wrapped Hersey Kisses; Derry
Church was renamed Hershey.
Potato - F, C, A bushy perennial
with edible tubers, it is native to the
Andes mountains of South America.
The fate of one nation, Ireland,
and the makeup of the population
of another, the United States, were
profoundly affected by this plant.
People could live and have lived on
a diet of potatoes only. However,
the failure of the Irish potato crop
during the 1840’s was a national
catastrophe with international
implications. Millions died of
starvation; many immigrated to
America aboard the “coffin ships.”
Soybeans - F, C, Annual, bushy
oil seed plant, soybeans are as
nutritious as wheat, first cultivated
in Greece then southwest Asia 3,000
years ago. Serving people as a meat
or milk alternative, the beans can
be used fresh, sprouted, fermented
or dried. Soy oil can end up in
paint, ink, plastics and cosmetics.
This commodity is important in the
livestock industry as animal food.
Olive - F, C, M, A medium sized
tree native to the Mediterranean,

it is said to have powered Athens
which went on to give us democracy,
the Olympic Games, the Parthenon,
and a taste of the arts that lasts to
this day. Although the olive has
fired the region’s economy for 5,000
years, Italy, today’s leading producer
of olive oil, did not have any trees
until around 370 BC. Potters made
beautiful ceramic jars, bowls, and
cups to hold the oil in homes. Ships
were built to transport the oil, and
later, the trees. The olive branch
continues as the symbol of peace.
Oak Trees - C, The “king of the
forest” albeit white, burr, red,
English was used to build battleships,
castles, cathedrals, barns, houses,
furniture, wagons, plows, and
barrels. 500 species were distributed
worldwide. Admiral Nelson’s
flagship HMS Victory, under
construction from 1759 to 1765,
used an estimated 5,000 mature
oak trees. A strong and durable
hardwood, some oaks can grow to
nearly 100 feet tall serving as home
for many species of wildlife. After
several years oaks begin to produce
acorns which contain a seed. Often
naturalists collect and plant acorns
or small trees to help reproduce slow
growing new oak forests. ■
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Q: Where have the fences gone that were used to retain
livestock?

A: Years ago woven wire fences were commonly used to

contain livestock, but today most animals are retained
in buildings and open feedlots where they can be
protected and fed a balanced diet.

As animal husbandry and property ownership evolved in this
country, there was a need to keep and protect boundaries for man and
beast. “Bull strong and hog tight” was the fence builder’s code of
conduct.

Roy Plote is a sixth generation farmer from Leland. He
farms with his brother, Lester, raising beef cattle, corn,
soybeans, wheat and hay. Roy and his wife, Janet,
have two sons, Ethan and Avery.

Barbed wire boon for livestock
As we all know, Joseph F. Glidden received the patent for his more
efficiently produced wire barbs on twisted strands in 1874. This wire
was the most capable of restraining cattle and became the industry standard.
Sheep, goats, and hogs would stay inside of woven wire fences or even
multiple single strands, but cattle would always look for the greener grass
on the other side and just push their way through. The sharp barbs were a
copy of the hedge spines of Osage Orange and Buckthorn planted by our
ancestors. Lumber was too valuable as buildings were still being erected and
used for heating. Stone fences were very time consuming to build and gather,
let alone rocks were not very plentiful in much of the Midwest.

Good fences made good neighbors
Before GPS locational devices were developed, good fences made good
neighbors. Original abstracts for property transactions that used the metes
and bounds system for description of location sometimes involved concrete
or tree stump fence posts, or the stone next to the corner post.
As time has passed and since all farmers don’t have a need for fences,
many fell into disrepair and were removed. As farms grew and wider
implements were developed sometimes the tractor lights didn’t give adequate
coverage on the edges, and the fences were caught in the outer shovel or
were found dragging behind the soil leveling implement.
Walking cattle home from stockyards
Our home farm was owned by Helbis “Hub” Farley. He and his brother
Bill were cattle dealers and owners of the Hinckley Livestock Sale barn
in the 1930-1950 era. Leland Stockyards unloaded railcars of feeder
cattle bought from western ranches to fatten cattle closer to the Chicago
Stockyards and various packing houses.
Farmers in the area didn’t have gooseneck trailers or trucks to haul them
home. So they walked the cattle home on the roads as all fields and yards
were fenced in. I can remember parts of fence around our yard where the
sheep were allowed to graze instead of mowing the grass.
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From fences to confined buildings
Over the past 50 years, researchers
have proven that beef cattle walking
around to glean corn from fields is
not as efficient as expected. Cows
and calves can use this method, but
most of the feedlot cattle over 700
lbs. are better to be fed a balanced
ration with more protein. Also,
the walking around in search of
food wastes energy that could be
better converted to more meat and
marbling.
Part of the trend from fences to
confined buildings can be attributed
to the increased use of combines
instead of corn pickers for harvest.
The amount of corn left behind
a combine today should be less
than one bushel per acre in normal
conditions. And, pickers could
leave 10 bushel or more per acre
depending on the variety, moisture,
lodging and timeliness of harvest.
Today’s livestock are raised
in buildings for protection from
weather elements and to better
provide a more balanced diet. ■

Farm & Food

“Is animal health a priority of farmers?”

Farmers care deeply about their animals and take pride in how they provide
for them. Animal safety, health and comfort are common concerns expressed in
regards to raising animals for food.
Farmers have choices about the best way to raise their animals, including the
different types of housing, diet, personal experience, available resources, and
overall management practices.
Well-cared-for animals are an important part of a safe and healthy food
supply for everyone. That is why farmers rely on the guidance of veterinarians
and nutritionists when they make decisions about a variety of animal care
practices, including housing strategies and the use of healthcare products to
decrease disease risk and promote animal health.
Today, farm animals live healthier lives than ever before. Farmers have
virtually eliminated many former common causes of human foodborne
illnesses. For example, pigs raised indoors, a practice that sometimes elevates
concerns, has greatly improved safety for the animals, the farmers who raise
them and the end consumer. Bottom line: animal welfare is the best it has ever
been.
Just like with any industry, there are always ways to improve. Farmers are
making great strides to ensure their practices are not only the best for their
animals’ well-being, but that they are also contributing to a food supply that is
as safe and healthy as possible.

“Is the well-being of farm animals on larger farms disregarded
in the pursuit of higher profits?”

The question is often asked by critics of modern animal agriculture but the
size of the farm is not a reliable indicator of animal welfare. Research shows
good animal husbandry has more to do with the people providing the care.
Small and large farms present different challenges, but both require skilled
and conscientious management to promote good animal care. While there are
fewer animals on a small operation, time spent caring for the animals must be
juggled with various tasks. On larger operations, employees are often trained in
specialized skills and a larger staff might allow for more personalized animal
care.

The reason farms have gotten
larger has more to do with
maintaining income levels than
increasing profits. One study
provides this example: In the 1970s
an operation producing 2,000 pigs
a year would generate a profit of
$42,000. In the 1990s the profit from
such a farm would have been about
$8,000. Taking inflation into account,
the size of the farm would have to be
roughly ten times larger in the 1990s
to result in a similar income.

How does animal welfare
affect sustainability?

While opinions regarding
management techniques for animal
safety and health can differ, it’s
important that all farmers work
together to communicate to
consumers why they have chosen a
specific management style for their
animals.
Well cared for animals is a priority
for farmers. It not only ensures the
safety and health of animals but it
also maintains a sustainable farm.
Farmers and ranchers are
making great strides to ensure their
practices are not only the best for
their animals’ well-being, but that
they are also contributing to a food
supply that is as safe and healthy as
possible. This means basing practices
on peer-reviewed studies as well
as implementing generations of
practical experience. Additionally,
partnerships with veterinarians and
nutritionists are critical and a key
part of animal care on America’s
farms and ranches. ■
Source: The Food Dialogues,
U.S. Farmers & Ranchers Alliance
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IFB Meeting

Members urge Trump to support NAFTA
Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB) members urged President Donald Trump to support
American farmers by continuing trade negotiations with Canada and Mexico
and remaining a part of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).
“Trade deals ensure we have
a market for our products and
help stabilize commodity prices,
especially in times like these when
prices are stagnant and farm income
is dropping,” said Richard Guebert,
Jr., IFB president. “Unfortunately,
President Trump and some of his
senior trade officials don’t seem to
understand the vital role trade plays
in supporting farmers and farm
families, as well as the economy.”
To underscore the importance of
NAFTA, voting delegates to IFB’s
Annual Meeting, which was held in
Chicago Dec. 2-5, passed a sense
of the delegate body resolution
expressing their strong support of the
23-year-old trade deal.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau President
Mark Tuttle spoke in favor of continuing
NAFTA and its trade benefits for
agriculture on the delegate floor of the IFB
Annual Meeting.
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“Twenty-eight percent of all
Illinois exports go to Canada and
Mexico – not to mention that NAFTA
supports more than 30,000 Illinois
jobs,” Guebert said. “It’s time the
president dials back the anti-NAFTA
rhetoric and gets serious about
supporting American farmers and
business by renegotiating the deal,
instead of sabotaging the talks.”
IFB has been vocal in its support
of NAFTA, asking members to
call and register their support with
Congressional representatives and
visiting with elected officials. During
the IFB Annual Meeting, members
also participated in a call to action,
sending more than 1,100 emails in
support of NAFTA to lawmakers.
“Right now, farmers are operating
at or below the cost of production,
and this kind of action only raises our
uncertainty level as we plan for 2018
and even further down the road,”
Guebert said. “The desire to update
NAFTA is certainly understandable
and commendable, but complete
withdrawal from NAFTA would
decimate Illinois farmers as well as
rural America.”

Delegate Roy Plote provided his viewpoint
on proposed solar energy structures and
their impact on drainage ditches and
tile outlets among delegates at the state
meeting. He supported a notice of intent
to landowners.

The Illinois Farm Bureau is a
member of the American Farm
Bureau Federation, a national
organization of farmers and ranchers.
IFB has a total membership of
398,283 and a voting membership
of more than 79,450. IFB represents
three out of four Illinois farmers. ■
Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

Representing DeKalb
County as delegates
at the IFB meeting
were (from left) Jamie
Walter, Steve Drendel,
Mike Schweitzer, Mark
Tuttle and Roy Plote.
They were among 345
delegates deliberating
policy for Farm Bureau.

IFB Meeting

Grassroots driven policies
adopted by delegates
Delegates to the Illinois Farm Bureau’s (IFB) Annual Meeting took part
in one of the meeting’s most honored and respected traditions: grassroots,
member-driven discussion to set the organization’s policy for the coming year.
Two of the most important actions by the delegate body were to pass their
sense of the delegate body resolutions, including resolutions which dealt with
the cost of healthcare and the importance of trade and the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA).
“Healthcare is a major concern because it’s a major cost issue for our
membership,” said Mark Gebhards, executive director, Governmental Affairs
and Commodities, IFB. “What the delegate body asked for in this particular
resolution was for our board of directors to look for options that might be out
there.”
Delegates focused their energy on several important policy submittals and
changes, including solar energy, pesticide management, endangered species,
conservation programs and the 2018 farm bill.
Touching on herbicide use and management, delegates discussed policy
which emphasized the importance of facilitating and coordinating new training
and record keeping for certain herbicides, including dicamba. ■
Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

Guebert, Duncan elected

Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB)
delegates re-elected President
Richard Guebert, Jr. and elected a
new Vice President, Brian Duncan
of Ogle County, at the organization’s
annual meeting in Chicago.
Richard Guebert, Jr., of Ellis Grove
in Randolph County, was elected to
a two-year term as IFB president.
Guebert has served as IFB president
for the past four years.
Brian Duncan, of Polo in Ogle
County, was elected to a two-year
term as IFB vice president. Duncan is
currently serving as the Ogle County
Farm Bureau president.
In other elections, Michele Aavang
of Woodstock in McHenry County
was re-elected to a two-year term
as District 1 IFB Director. She has
served for the past two years as
district director representing DeKalb,
Kane, Lake and McHenry counties. ■

Know your property
rights for utilities

Young Leaders at IFB
Justin Bolander (left) and Justin Clausen (right) participated in this year’s Illinois
Farm Bureau Annual Meeting as Young Leaders from DeKalb County. The Sycamore
young farmers were joined by State Treasurer Chase Clausen, also of Sycamore,
who attended the annual meeting with fellow state FFA officers.

Solar and wind energy contracts,
pipeline and utility easements got
you thinking? As a landowner,
learn all about the ramifications
involving structures on your
property.
Farm Bureau has arranged
a Property Rights meeting on
Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2018 at the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau. It’s a
breakfast meeting starting at 8 a.m.
in the Farm Bureau Auditorium.
Garrett Thalgott with Illinois
Farm Bureau will cover solar and
wind energy contracts, pipeline and
utility easements, information on
trespassing laws, and other property
rights issues.
Registration will be accepted at
the Farm Bureau office, 815-7566361. Watch for more information
in next month’s CONNECTIONS
magazine. ■
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Food Favorites

White Chocolate
Cranberry Pecan
Shortbread Cookies
Sweet cranberries and crunchy
pecans add flavor to buttery
shortbread cookies.
Makes: 32 cookies
Prep Time: 1 hour, 20 minutes (includes chilling)
Cook Time: 20 minutes

Ingredients

Instructions

1 cup (2 sticks) butter,
softened to room
temperature

Using a standard mixer or hand mixer, cream together butter and
sugar. Add the rest of the ingredients except white chocolate and oil
and combine until very well mixed. This will make a very stiff dough.

¾ cup sugar
1 ½ cups flour

Divide the dough in half and roll each half into a 10-inch log.
Wrap in plastic wrap and chill for about 1 hour.

1 cup oat flour

Heat oven to 300 degrees.

1 cup dried cranberries
1 cup pecans, chopped
12 ounces white chocolate
1 tablespoon vegetable oil
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Slice each log into 16 pieces. Place on baking sheets and bake for
about 20 minutes. These cookies will not turn brown. When they are
very light tan, they are done. Cool completely on wire rack.
Melt the white chocolate with the vegetable oil. Drizzle over the
cookies in a zig-zag pattern.

Family Health

3 Things to
Know About
Diabetes
Fact #1

You could have
diabetes and not know it.

People with Type 2 diabetes
often show no symptoms,
especially early in the disease.
The symptoms of diabetes—
which include frequent urination,
fatigue, and hunger—may go
unnoticed because they’re so
vague.

Fact #2

Blood tests can tell
if you have diabetes.

When you have diabetes, your
body cannot effectively create
or use insulin. Insulin, which is
made by your pancreas, helps turn sugar into food for your cells. People with Type
1 diabetes are unable to make insulin, while people with Type 2 diabetes are unable
to use insulin effectively.
Because diabetes will not allow your body to convert sugar into power for your
cells, sugar builds up in the blood, causing high blood glucose (sugar) readings that
can tell whether or not you have diabetes.

Fact #3

Over time, diabetes can cause some serious complications.

“Although high blood sugar has no symptoms, it still damages your body,” says
Certified Diabetes Educator Susan Seitz, BSN, Northwestern Medicine Diabetes
Education Center. “The longer high blood sugar is uncontrolled, the more likely it
can cause heart disease, nerve damage, kidney problems, eye disease, and a higher
risk of infection.” ■

Act now to get your
blood sugar under
control.
For information about
diabetes education, call
Northwestern Medicine
Diabetes Education
in DeKalb at
815-748-8378
or in Sandwich at
815-786-3684.
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A Feast
of Facts

About 180 people attended the
“Food Evolution” screening and
panel discussion held recently at
the Egyptian Theatre in DeKalb.
The lights dimmed, the murmur
of voices quieted, and the crowd
settled into their seats for the
1-hour, 32-minute movie.
Fifty-two minutes later, the film
was over. As it turned out, the
shortened “educational” version
of the film had inadvertently been
sent to Farm Bureau instead of the
full version. What the screening
lacked in length, however, the
panel discussion which took place
afterwards more than made up for.

About the film

Directed by Academy Award
nominee Scott Hamilton Kennedy
and narrated by renowned science
communicator Neil DeGrasse
Tyson, “Food Evolution” addresses
the controversy around GMOs, or
genetically modified organisms.
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Panelist Jamie Walter (right) answers a question from the audience. The panel also
included (from left) farm woman Lynn Byington, NIU associate professor Dr. Joel
Stafstrom, and University of Florida professor Dr. Kevin Folta. Tim Suter, CEO of Suter
Company in Sycamore, moderated the discussion.

In the opening scenes,
“I trust the social media more than
viewers are transported back
most medical doctors, more than the
in time and across the ocean to
CDC, more than the FDA, more than the
Hawaii in 2013. There, a heated
EPA. I don’t need a scientific study.”
conflict is underway over a
movement to ban production of
– Moms Across America founder and activist
GMO crops due to fears about
Zen Honeycutt in “Food Evolution”
their safety.
Halfway around the world,
another battle is taking place. In Uganda, farmers are fighting banana bacterial
wilt, a disease which is wiping out bananas. Cutting and burning diseased plants
and sterilizing tools delays but cannot stop its spread. A genetically engineered,
disease-resistant banana plant has been developed but is inaccessible to farmers
desperate to continue producing this staple crop.
In dizzying contrast to the Ugandan images of shriveled banana plants and
resolute farmers are scenes of well-fed protesters in Hawaii, New York, and
Chicago. Chanting, “Hell no, GMO,” they make their frustration and anger
visible with signs, masks, and elaborate costumes.
Throughout the movie, scientists make their case for the safety of genetic
engineering and its potential to improve lives and the environment. It’s not a
“pro-GMO” documentary, say filmmakers Scott Hamilton Kennedy and Trace
Sheehan as they note the overwhelming consensus among major scientific
institutions regarding safety of the advanced breeding process. Rather, it’s a
“pro-science” film. ►

“There is absolutely no proof to
a health hazard (from GMOs).”
– Cornell University plant pathologist
Dennis Gonsalves in “Food Evolution”

Who funded it?

The making of “Food Evolution”
was funded not by a trade association
or by industry, but by the Institute
of Food Technologists (IFT), a
non-profit, scientific society made
up of 17,000 food scientists from
around the world. In celebration of
their 75th anniversary, the society
wished to fund an independent
documentary promoting “a more
science-based conversation around
food.” Recognizing the importance
of an independent investigation,
they granted the filmmakers with
“complete creative control and final
cut.”

IFT didn’t set out to have a
movie made about GMOs, and
were initially skeptical of the
filmmakers’ decision to settle
on the contentious topic. They
were convinced, however, by the
film’s potential to “contribute
to a rational conversation about
science, facts, and food.”

website space for furthering the
conversation around “Food Evolution.”
There, a video of the panel discussion
will be posted, along with a list of
the questions submitted by audience
members. Questions not addressed
during the live discussion will be
answered in this space, along with links
to additional information.

The start of a conversation

Watch the whole movie

Nearly fifty questions were
submitted for the panelists via
an online app called Slido, and
a few additional queries were
submitted on paper. But even an
hour and twenty minutes wasn’t
long enough to address them all.
In the time since the event, many
people have also asked whether a
recording of the panel discussion
will be made available.
We’d like to continue the
discussion. Watch our social media
for an announcement of dedicated

“Food Evolution” is available ondemand, streaming, or as a digital
download via Amazon Video, iTunes,
Hulu, Google Play, and YouTube.
DVDs will also be available for
sale soon. Whether you came to our
showing and would like to see the
scenes left out or have never seen it at
all, it’s well worth watching. ■

A sampling of
audience questions
• If I consume a GMO food product, after
that food experiences my digestive
system, what effect would a GMO food
have on my body?
• Are GMOs responsible for the
increased production of processed
food/increased sugar in processed
foods?
• How can we fight back against con
artists like “Food Babe” that use fear
and lies about GMO to make the public
turn against it?
• Should Monsanto be able to charge
four times the price for their seed and
prevent farmers saving seed for future
crops. Should they be able to own the
food supply?
• Practically speaking, can the world’s
farmers sustain our growing need for
food without using GMOs?

“Food Evolution” calls attention to the ways in which GMO technology has the
potential to impact lives around the world. In this scene from the movie, Ugandan
boys walk away from a pile of diseased banana plants which are being burned.
Banana bacterial wilt (BBW) is devastating the livelihoods and families of farmers
there, but researchers have created BBW-resistant plants by inserting genes from
green pepper. Image courtesy of Black Valley Films.

The screening and discussion were
sponsored by DeKalb County Farm
Bureau, NIU Department of Biological
Sciences, and NIU Institute for the Study of
Environment, Sustainability, and Energy.
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1803 Candles are made in Waterman using
soybeans and sold around the world.

Light up the holidays with the warm glow of a candle - an 1803 Candle!
These soy candles are unique in every way. The 1803 candles use wax flakes
made from soybeans which are grown by U.S. farmers, perhaps even local
farmers. Each candle is hand mixed, hand poured, hand labeled, and hand loved
by mostly moms from Waterman.
The small-town candle business is a big-time success story for the Beach
family, more than a decade in the making. Their drive to create an apothecary of
fragrant goods in a canning jar has rendered a multi-million dollar business.

Candle making from the garage to cottage industry

(Above) Debra and Darryl Beach own and
operate 1803 Candles, Inc. in Waterman.
Their Christmas on the Farm candle is a
holiday favorite.
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Debra Beach and her father Ray Hilton began experimenting with candles in
2005 in the Beach’s one-car garage, located in Sandwich. They wicked, tested
and poured, wick, tested and poured, again and again for a year and a half.
They wanted a clean burning candle that didn’t leave soot and therefore used
soy wax as opposed to paraffin. Fragrance and a clean burn were essential in
making these candles. Debra’s inspiration for formulating and naming scents
came from stories and memories of her grandmas.
“When we produced the highest quality soy candle possible it was time to
introduce 1803 Candles to the world,” she said. ►

Debra had an antique store in
Sandwich and her husband Darryl
worked at a correctional center in
Winfield. They left their jobs to start
their own home based cottage-style
business and spend time with their
daughter, Zoey.
In 2007 they began selling their
jar candles to mom and pop stores
throughout the Midwest. The first
year they sold about 9,000 candles.
They quickly outgrew their garage
space and leased a warehouse in
Hinckley.
With a growing candle business,
they again outgrew their space and
in 2012 purchased their current
14,000 square foot manufacturing/
warehouse facility located on
Route 30 in Waterman. They had
another building constructed next
to the existing facility for additional
warehouse and office space.
Their business was taking off so
the Beaches relocated their residency
to the Village of Waterman,
population 1,500, 10 years ago.

Darlene Shopinski is one of several moms who works at 1803 Candles, a familyfriendly workplace. Here she places cotton wicks in each jar at the production facility.

1803 offers family-friendly workplace

The 1803 Candles business is located southeast of the school building. Its
convenient location worked well for Zoey during her grade school days as
she would walk to the family business after school to be with her parents.
Other children, whose mothers worked at 1803 Candles, would do the same.
“We’re very family-oriented and provide flexibility for our employees,”
said Darryl. “Most of our employees are moms who work here while their
children are in school.”
“We have the greatest employees – from our superior office staff to our
facility staff who hand mix our fragrance oils, pour our soy wax, lid, label
and wrap our jars, fill orders and then carefully pack and ship to customers,”
said Debra. They have 16 employees, many whom are friends.
The Beaches have filled positions with the vision of “family first” without
sacrificing quality and production. “This makes for happy moms and happy
kiddos,” said Debra. ►

About soy candles
The 1803 Candles:
• Use U.S. grown soybeans
• Made with 100% soy
wax, not paraffin
• Burn longer and cleaner
than other candles
• Biodegradable &
environmentally friendly
• Renewable resource
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It’s a glowing and
growing business

Alexsis Powlishta hand pours melted soy wax into glass jars. At 1803 Candles, they
hand pour 84 different kinds of candles and anticipate total production at 210,000
candles this year.

School groups have toured 1803 Candles, something Darryl enjoys as
he interfaces with young children. He especially likes to show children the
soybeans and explain their conversion from the bean to the candle.
The Beaches enjoy being residents of this rural community. As a matter of
fact, Darryl is the new mayor of Waterman which allows him to keep a pulse on
the village.
Even though their oldest daughter, Michelle, lives near St. Louis she helps
with design aspects of the candle business and social media from her home
computer.

The 1803 name

Debra Beach was inspired to name the company 1803 Candles, Inc. after
having read the diary writings of Martha Ballard. In her diary she describes how
she made tallow candles, dozens and dozens every day, and stored them in the
cellar. Her candles were the source of light from dusk to dawn. Martha’s hard
work, including making candles, motivated Debra to name the candles 1803.
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Debra is president and the creative
force behind the candle company.
She designs labels, buys home goods
to sell alongside the candles, and
continues to test different fragrances
and scents.
She says they are adding 12 new
scents in 2018 which will bring
their line to 84. Their top selling
holiday candle is “Mistletoe Kisses.”
Next year they will introduce their
new holiday candle: “Home for
Christmas” with a colored label
featuring their vintage red Ford
truck and Christmas tree, holiday
trademarks of 1803.
Darryl is vice president and
oversees the day-to-day operations
and fills in on the production floor
where needed. He starts the candle
making process by dumping the
soy wax flakes into the 750 pound
melting tanks in the evening so they
are melted by morning and ready for
adding fragrant oils. The melted wax
and blended fragrance is then poured
into the glass jars.
What’s the secret to candle
making? “The temperature,” says
Darryl. “A three-to-five degree
difference can affect how the candle
sets up. And another important
aspect is “the special skills of the
employees” each with their areas of
expertise.
In 2017, they produced 210,000
candles and generated $3.5 million in
sales. “We’re bigger than we thought
we would be,” said Darryl. “We’ve
grown 15% each year and have been
able to manage growth.” ►

How to properly
burn an 1803 Candle
Trim wick to ¼ inch every
time before lighting. Burn for
2-3 hours for a good burn
and full fragrance. To extinguish, use a wick dipper to
bend the wick into and out of
melted wax, resulting in no
smoke.

Eighty-nine percent of their
revenue is generated from
wholesale business. Besides their
jar candles their other products
include soy melts, diffusers,
room sprays and home goods
which can be found in gift shops
and retail stores in 47 states, in Canada and England. More
than 1,100 retail stores sell the 1803 candles, including 175
stores in Illinois.
E-commerce contributes about 10% to their sales and one
percent of their business comes from their walk-in small
retail store in their production facility.
“It takes a team to bring you the best candle in the land,”
said Debra. “We have a wonderful team here that works
hard to bring 1803 Candles to stores across the U.S.” ■

(Above) Darryl Beach fills tanks
with melted soybean wax in
preparation for pouring the wax
into glass jars.

360 E. Lincoln Hwy.
Waterman, IL 60556
Debra & Darryl Beach, owners
Retail hours:
Mon.-Fri., 8:30-3:30 or by appointments.
Candles sold at retail stores in 47 states,
Canada & England and online at:
www.1803candles.com
815-264-3086
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The Murals

Who remembers the Christmas murals that decorated
the DeKalb County Court House? The murals were a
great tradition at Christmas time from 1937 until 1956.
The murals were the brainchild of Clarence “Arlie” Pearce,
who worked at the J. V. Patten Company in Sycamore. Arlie,
partnering with the Sycamore Chamber of Commerce, created
large murals that averaged 36 feet long and 16 feet high, to
be placed on the front of the Court House facing Route 64.
Arlie was a local artist, painted the murals and supervised the
installation.
The murals attracted visitors from all over. Eventually music
was added, from “phonographic records”, to be heard from a
The 1955 mural “Peace to the World” was an effort of Sycamore
distance. Sycamore took great pride in the
High School students, Cora Miner and Arlie Pearce to beautify the
murals, as no other community in the area had anything like it. Court House.
The war years brought a more militaristic touch to Arlie’s
of materials and the extra use of
murals. In 1941 the mural depicted six life-size figures of service men and
electricity. In 1948 it was decided to
women who were shown as spectators as an organist and choir sang of the
place wreaths in the southern windows
Nativity scene, in a stained-glass effect on three panels. Even when Arlie was
of the Court House instead of a mural,
called away to duty in the service, they reused the previous year’s mural.
to the great disappointment of the
When he returned from the service in 1945, a new mural was planned.
people of Sycamore.
The mural in 1946 brought another partnership with Arlie and the art
In 1952 the murals resurfaced with
students of Sycamore under the direction of Cora Miner, an art instructor.
Arlie
as the chairman of the Christmas
Finally, the war took its toll on the Court House murals because of a shortage
decoration committee of the Chamber
of Commerce. Again, Cora Miner and
her art students worked to prepare the
mural to be placed at the Court House.
They continued to produce murals at
Christmas time until 1957, when Arlie
informed the Chamber of Commerce
that he wouldn’t have time to build a
new mural, thus ending a great tradition
in Sycamore.
Arlie Pearce is perhaps better known
because he was part owner in a sign/
silk screen business that made many of
the DeKalb Winged Ear signs. In the
early field signs, you will find “AP” in
the kernels of corn, a fun reminder of a
great history of our area. ■
The 1937 mural “Three Wise Men” was created by Arlie Pearce and displayed at
the DeKalb County Court House during the Christmas season.
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Information provided by the Joiner
History Room, DeKalb County Archive

Trips

See “Newsies” at The Fireside
The Broadway musical “Newsies” is coming to
The Fireside and you won’t want to miss it!
Adapted from the Disney film set in New York at the turn of the century,
“Newsies” is the rousing tale of Jack Kelly, a charismatic newsboy and leader
of a ragged band of teenaged newsies who dreams only of a better life far
from the hardship of the streets. But when publishing titans Joseph Pulitzer
and William Randolph Hearst raise distribution prices at the newsboys’
expense, Jack finds a cause to fight for and rallies newsies from across the
city to strike for what’s right.
High-energy with
non-stop thrills, the
stage version includes
eight brand-new songs
by the original team
of Alan Menken and
Jack Feldman while
keeping many of the
beloved songs from the
film such as “Carrying
the Banner,” “Seize the
Day,” “King of New
York,” and “Santa Fe.”
Farm Bureau
has tickets for the
“Newsies” show and
lunch at The Fireside in
Ft. Atkinson, Wisconsin
on Wednesday, March
21, 2018.
Lunch features a tropical salad, freshly baked breads, pork back ribs,
breaded chicken breast, scalloped potatoes, fresh green beans, apple crisp and
a choice of beverages.
A limited number of theater seats have been reserved in the front three rows
of the main floor of The Fireside Theater for Farm Bureau.
The cost of The Fireside trip is $95 for Farm Bureau members, $105 for
guests. Cost includes the Fireside lunch and show and round-trip motorcoach
transportation. The motorcoach departs from Farm Bureau at 9 a.m. and
returns by 6 p.m.
Registration for this trip opens on Monday, Jan. 8, 2018, beginning at 8
a.m. in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office. Members may phone in
reservations and pay by credit card, or stop by the office and pay with cash,
check or credit card. Remaining tickets will be sold at the Prime Timers
luncheon at 11 a.m. in the
Farm Bureau lobby.
The trip is open to DeKalb
Registration for “Newsies”
County Farm Bureau
opens Monday, Jan. 8, 2018.
members and guests. ■

2018
Farm Bureau Trips
March 21

“Newsies”
The Fireside
Ft. Atkinson, WI

April 16

Dueling Pianos
Starved Rock Lodge
& August Hill Winery
Utica, IL

May 20

Sunday Brunch on
Spirit of Chicago
& Navy Pier
Chicago, IL

June 22-23

Noah’s Ark &
The Creation Museum
Williamstown & Petersburg, KY

July 20

Kane County Cougars Game
Geneva, IL

July 31-Aug. 2

Lake Michigan
Summer Harvest Tour
Ludington, Kalamazoo,
South Haven & Eau Claie, MI

Sept. 28

Amish Fall Foliage Tour
Arthur, IL

Oct. 9-11

Cranberry Fall Harvest Tour
Warrens, Baraboo, Tomah,
LaCrosse, WI

Nov. 14

“Beauty & The Beast”
at Drury Lane
Oakbrook, IL

Dec. 5

“Holiday Inn” at Marriott Theater
Lincolnshire, IL
Day trips go on sale two months in
advance; extended tours will be open 4-5
months ahead of the tour. Open to Farm
Bureau members & guests.
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The Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy
program, with the help of area
sponsors, has once again donated
a collection of books to DeKalb
County schools in celebration of
agriculture.
This fall, thirty-four schools
received titles appropriate to the
grade levels within that building. A
total of 162 books were distributed.
Since 2002, over 100 different titles
and 3,000 books have been donated
to school libraries!
The following six titles were
provided this year: “Applesauce
Day” by Lisa Amstutz, “Busy on the
Farm” by Holly Dufek, “Grandpa’s
Tractor” by Michael Garland, “The
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Inventor’s Secret” by Suzanne Slade, “The Last Great Adventure of the PB&J
Society” by Janet Summer Johnson, and “Sleep Tight Farm” by Eugenie Doyle.
These donations would not have been possible without the generous
support of local families and businesses. Our thanks to the following: Wes &
Susan Anderson, Shabbona; Dale & Jan Bolander, Sycamore; DeKalb Area
Agricultural Heritage Association; Hy-Vee, Sycamore; the Spychal & McArtor
families with Jonamac Orchard, Malta; Wessels’ Family Farm, Waterman; and
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture.
“Growing up, reading was very important within our family.” said Jenna
Spychal from Jonamac Orchard. “Now, we want to share our passion for
literature with DeKalb County students. And someday my daughter will be able
to check out and enjoy these donated books.”
Haskin Elementary in Sandwich was one of 34 schools that received books donated by
local farm families, ag businesses and organizations. Shown with the books are (from
back left) Donna Langford, DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage Association; Mark Tuttle,
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation President; Brenda Adrian, Haskin Elementary
librarian; Lisa Brandt, Sycamore Hy-Vee; (middle left) second grade students Dillan
Gauer, Grayson Turner, Erick Perez; (front left) Dakota Novak, Jayda Freeland; Brandon
Wessels, Wessels’ Family Farm; Brady Erickson, Kimberli Quinonez, and Layla Hamman.

Ag Literacy

The greatest gift you
can give is your time
100 volunteers needed!
DeKalb County Farm Bureau needs 100
volunteers to teach elementary students about
farming. Sound impossible? It’s not, with your
help. Every year, local individuals from all
walks of agriculture help students and teachers
understand how agriculture impacts ALL of our
lives. You can help!
In February, volunteers will deliver Ag in
the Classroom presentations in DeKalb County
classrooms. A fun, hands-on lesson has been
developed for four grade levels:
1st grade – More Than a Seed
2nd grade – From Cow to Ice Cream
3rd grade – It’s an Earful
4th grade – Mapping Illinois Agriculture.
Volunteers are provided with training, detailed
lesson plans, and supplies needed to conduct their
presentations.
In 2017, 150 teachers requested Ag in Classroom
presentations, reaching nearly 3,500 students.
Help us make it happen again! This program
is impossible without the help of our volunteer
presenters.
Mark your calendars for the volunteer training
session taking place at Farm Bureau on Thursday,
Jan. 25 at 6:30 p.m.
Questions? Contact Rhodora at rcollins@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or 815-756-6361.

Volunteers like Roger Faivre of DeKalb know the best way for students
to learn and remember the story of agriculture is to hear it directly from
those who live and breathe it every day. Here, he presents the Ag in the
Classroom “More than a Seed” lesson for 1st graders.

What teachers say about the AITC presentations:
“My class really enjoyed this activity, and so did I. We are very
thankful to have this program available to us...thank you!”
“My students were engaged and excited throughout the
presentation. They learned many interesting facts about dairy
farms and the production of milk. They absolutely loved creating
their own ice cream in a bag!”
“The activities were really interactive and engaging. We are so
thankful for this program and especially to the volunteers who
make this possible!”
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Bridging the Gap
Farm tour enlightens NIU students & faculty

A film that shed a bad light on animal agriculture
prompted one NIU student to do something about it.
NIU Communications student Emily Hanlin attended
a showing and panel discussion of “Cowspiracy” a few
months ago in DeKalb at the Egyptian Theatre. The
documentary, part of the Green Lens Environmental
Film Series, focused on negative effects animal
agriculture has on the environment.
As a farm girl herself, Emily left the film and panel
discussion feeling frustrated by the disconnect between
agriculture and the campus community.
Fueled by her passion for agriculture and a desire to
correct misconceptions in the film, Emily organized a
farm field trip with the help of DeKalb County Farm
Bureau. “As part of my independent study, I decided
to direct my attention to agricultural education and
advocacy on campus, starting with a field trip to a
farm,” said Emily.
Emily invited the five panelists from the showing of
Cowspiracy, as well as other faculty and students from
NIU to a farm tour. Twenty-six people toured Jamie
Jamie Willrett gives NIU students and faculty an up-close look at cattle
feed while touring the beef feedlot.
and Larisa Willrett’s farm and beef feedlot in Malta on
Nov. 21.
“They learned the ins and outs of the beef cattle industry, with emphasis on the
daily operations at the Willrett’s farm, and asked questions about the feed and care
“The farm visit was
of the livestock,” said Emily. ■

a great opportunity
for a chance to see
where our food comes
from and the process
that goes into it. The
Willretts were very
informative and so
nice! I am glad I was
part of it.”

Angela Scroggins,
NIU Communications major

Emily Hanlin, an NIU student
majoring in communications,
arranged for a farm tour for
students and faculty to gain
a first-hand understanding of
beef cattle farming.
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Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

Dog fights and Food Evolution
I’d been anticipating our “Food
Evolution” documentary showing
and panel discussion for weeks. It
finally happened; now I’m digesting
it.
I’m both elated and exasperated.
I’m elated because the film is
terrific. It’s eye-opening, poignant,
at times jaw-dropping, sometimes
funny, and entertaining throughout.
It does something that’s practically
impossible: honor the objectivity
of science using the tools of art and
emotion.

of the film and their decision to
focus on GMOs, one noted that they
came to the topic “without a dog
in the fight.” This statement struck
me, because the resulting objectivity
is evident throughout the film. For
that very reason, I believe “Food
Evolution” can start a conversation
between those who view genetic
engineering as a potentially positive
force for humanity and those who
are unsure. I also think the audience
it draws will cross tribal boundaries:
not just farmers, not just non-farm
consumers, not just
scientists or the
I believe “Food Evolution” can start a
science-minded.
conversation between those who view genetic
My exasperation
lies with the fact
engineering as a potentially positive force for
that most of us who
humanity and those who are unsure.
come to the film do
bring dogs to the
“Food Evolution” investigates the
fight. Conventional farmers hope to
controversy around GMOs. It begins
have their use of GMO technology
in Hawaii, with the impassioned
vindicated. Organic farmers wish
debate leading up to the GMO ban.
to see their production methods
Then it takes viewers to banana
championed. GMO opponents are
farms—known as “gardens”—in
looking for justification of their
Uganda, where genetic engineering
concerns. We all see the film through
can combat a devastating banana
the cloudy lens of confirmation
disease threatening livelihoods and
bias: our instinct to interpret new
the food supply. Back in the U.S., we
information as validation of existing
watch a GMO debate in New York
beliefs.
City. Along the way, the film portrays
The hunger for a fight was evident
the fervent discourse of GMO
in many questions posed for the
opponents and equally passionate
panel discussion. Some queries
pleas from scientists.
were straightforward requests for
I recently heard an interview
information, like “What are some
of movie director Scott Hamilton
of the other breeding tools used and
Kennedy and producer Trace
how do they compare to each other?”
Sheehan. While explaining the birth
Other questions were loaded, such

Rhodora Collins is DeKalb County
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy Coordinator.

as “Why aren’t farmers willing to
reduce the proportion of glyphosateresistant seed they plant to slow
down the evolution of resistance by
weedy species?”
Exasperation aside, I’m still
optimistic about the potential for
“Food Evolution” to prompt just
that: an evolution in our conversation
about food technology. It’s not just
a film about GMOs. It’s a film about
how we accept or deny science, and
how our resulting behavior has lifeor-death implications for people
we will never meet. It reminds us
what we have in common: shared
humanity and a shared planet.
Fourteen more screenings and
panel discussions will take place
around Illinois. If you get a chance to
attend one, I highly recommend it.
Do me a favor, though. Leave the
fighting dogs at home. We’re all on
the same side. ■
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A Visit with Temple Grandin
Dr. Temple Grandin understands animals. Her insight into animal
behavior has shaped innovative approaches to livestock handling on
farms and animal care at livestock processing facilities.
The world knows Temple as the face of autism and she has been
recognized by the agricultural industry for her abilities to relate to
livestock and conduct animal science research.
“I’m a visual thinker so I think in pictures,” said Temple. “I have a
sense for how animals should be handled so I work with farmers and
ranchers to help them improve their management techniques.” And she
has. Her designs for livestock buildings and methods of humane slaughter
have become the industry standard.
Temple, a professor of animal science at Colorado State University,
talked about improving cattle stockmanship with over 600 FFA students
and community people in her visit to Sycamore High School on Dec. 5.
Her visit was arranged by Colorado State, Sycamore FFA and DeKalb
County Farm Bureau.
The next day she participated in a question and answer session with
about 36 FFA and special needs students at DeKalb High School, arranged
by the DeKalb FFA.
Temple proudly states, “There have been big improvements in
stockmanship and slaughtering practices (based on her research).” Her
two greatest accomplishments – “Engineering a center track restrainer
system for meat plants and a scoring system for assessing handling of
cattle and pigs used by corporations to improve animal welfare.” ■

Temple Grandin met with a small group of DeKalb FFA and special needs
students at DeKalb High School.

28 CONNECTIONS December 2017

Dr. Temple Grandin visited DeKalb County
recently to speak about animal agriculture
and autism before large crowds hosted by
Sycamore and DeKalb FFA Chapters and
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

At Sycamore High School, FFA Advisor and Ag Teacher
Kara Poynter (right) introduces Temple Grandin (left) to
more than 600 students and people in the community.
She discussed cattle stockmanship and signed books
which she has authored.

COUNTRY
Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Meet Kyle Groenhagen

Financial Representative in Sycamore
Kyle Groenhagen is a COUNTRY Financial® representative with
the DeKalb-Kendall-Ogle Agency. He’s fairly new to the insurance
industry, starting in June of this year, but he has done an excellent job
taking care of his clients and plans on continuing his great service for
many years to come.
Kyle knows what it’s like to grow up in a close-knit community
and to be fully invested in what he does. He was born and raised in
Oregon, Illinois, and with his family owning a farm he has always
taken part in the family business.
Wanting to learn more about the farming industry, Kyle went to Iowa
University to study agriculture. After graduating with a bachelor’s degree
he came back to Oregon and continued to work with his family on the farm
for a couple of years, but he always felt like something was missing. That’s
when Kyle decided he wanted a career where he can be even more invested
into the community, while still continuing to help people. Kyle realized he
needed to work
for a company
I don’t just want to sell insurance, I want to build
like COUNTRY
Financial.
relationships and give people help they deserve.
When asked
what he’s
committed to most in this career field Kyle responded, “Meeting and
helping as many people as possible, while learning about their lives,
family, and the way they do business. I don’t just want to sell insurance, I
want to build relationships and give people the help they deserve.” Anyone
would be able to tell you that Kyle is not only an outstanding agent, but a
man who truly cares about people.
Nothing seems to phase Kyle when it comes to the amount of effort and
work required. Along with growing his book of business and servicing
his clients, he’s also getting prepared with his wife for their son they are
expecting in December. And, Kyle enjoys his cows that he still owns, even

after switching careers. It’s apparent
that Kyle has an amazing work ethic,
and if you were his client he’d be
working this hard for you too.
Kyle can provide customers with a
wide variety of insurance services. He
serves customers from his COUNTRY
Financial® office in Sycamore at 437
W. State Street, Unit 105. His office
phone number is 815-756-8026.

About the COUNTRY
Financial® group
The COUNTRY Financial group
(www.countryfinancial.com) serves
about one million households and
businesses throughout the United States
and offers a full range of financial
products and services from auto, home,
business, farm and life insurance to
retirement planning services, investment
management and annuities. ■

www.countryfinancial.com
1117-092
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Community

Northern IL Farm Show returns to DeKalb
The Northern Illinois Farm Show will
be held at the Convocation Center in
DeKalb on Jan. 10 and 11, 2018.
The two-day show, presented by
IDEAgroup, features educational
sessions with topics pertaining to
weather patterns, ag technology and
pollinators, plus hundreds of exhibits
and agribusiness displays.
Weds., Jan. 10
11-12 noon
“2018 Spring Weather Outlook for
Northern Illinois”
Speaker: Candice King, Chief
Meteorologist with WTVO TV,
Rockford.
Candice will discuss the weather
outlook for the spring of 2018. She
will cover trends in the future that
will influence the 2018 growing
season.

Farm Bureau Night
at Rockford Ice Hogs
Join Farm Bureaus from
Northern Illinois at the
Rockford Ice Hogs game at the
BMO Harris Bank Center on
Saturday, Feb. 17, 2018. The
game starts at 6 p.m. against
the Cleveland Monsters. The
cost per ticket is $15 (savings
of $5). Call the WinnebagoBoone Farm Bureau at 815960-0653 if you have any
questions or to order your
tickets. ■
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Weds., Jan. 10
1- 2 p.m.
“Native Habitat for Pollinators”
Speaker: Ellen Star, Biologist with
the Natural Resources Conservation
Service.
Ellen will talk about the
importance of pollinators and
what group of insects are the most
important pollinators. Also, she
will discuss why we need to bring
more native plants back to our urban
and rural landscapes. She will also
provide information on pollinator
gardens and have handouts on how
to make a pollinator garden and other
related material.
Thurs., Jan. 11
9:30-10:30 a.m.
“Imagery for Decision
Agriculture”
Speaker: Nathan Taylor with
Aeroptic.
Nathan Taylor’s discussion
will be on modern precision
agriculture, focusing on sitespecific management tactics to
maximize yield and resources while
reducing environmental impacts
such as over-fertilization and the
broad applications of pesticides.
Pinpointing areas that require
attention – water, weed, pathogen
treatment, or nutrient adjustments –
allows for spot applications rather

than whole-field treatment which
results in significant cost savings
while improving crop yields.
Thurs., Jan. 11
11-12 noon
“From Germany and Poland with
IALF”
Speaker: Lynda Gould, IALF
Class of 2014.
In March of 2014 Lynda traveled
to Germany and Poland with the
Illinois Agriculture Leadership
Foundation (IALF). Lynda will
share opportunities for future
participants of IALF and recount her
groups journey through Germany
and Poland, sharing highlights,
destinations and partnerships that
were gained in their travels.
The educational sessions have been
arranged by the local Soil and Water
Conservation District, the Farm
Service Agency, county Extension
office and county Farm Bureau.
Pesticide applicator testing will
take place in the lower level of the
Convocation Center on both days,
from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. The testing
is being provided by the Illinois
Department of Agriculture.
Hours of the show are 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 10 and
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Thursday, Jan.
11. There is no charge for admission;
however parking fee is $5. ■

Let’s Bowl!

Ready for some family fun? Farm Bureau families are
invited to participate in the Northern Illinois Farm Bureau Bowling Tournament
on Saturday, Jan. 20, 2018.
The Farm Bureau Bowling Tournament will be held at Forest Hills Lane,
Rockford. Registration opens at 1 p.m. and the tournament gets underway at 2
p.m.
Awards will be presented for high score individuals in each division as well
as high score in the child and adult divisions. Divisions will be determined by
your age the day of the tournament.
Visit www.winnebagoboonefarmbureau.org for more information and a
registration form. Cost to participate is $14.
For additional information contact the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office. ■

Community

Local member wins Ford truck
Lisa Smith of Sycamore has a new
ride thanks to Farm Bureau and Ford.
Lisa, a member of the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau, received a
two-year lease on a new 2017 Ford
F-150 when her name was drawn in
the “Haul in a Winner” sweepstakes
sponsored by the Ford company.
“My reaction when I won the
truck was, ‘Oh my goodness, this is
unbelievable!’ ” she said. “It was so
exciting, and I couldn’t really fathom
it. It was just unreal.”
The timing was perfect for Lisa and
her husband, Greg, who were in the
market for a new vehicle. “It couldn’t
have come at a better time,” said Lisa.
The sweepstakes, which was open to
Farm Bureau members in nine states,
received nearly 14,000 entries.
“It’s great to have a local person win
the sweepstakes this year,” said Greg
Millburg, manager, DeKalb County
Farm Bureau. “And it’s nice to have
the relationship we do with Ford at
the state level, as well as the county
level, and to work with a local dealer,
and with the Ford dealerships, on the
rebates that Ford provides for Illinois
Farm Bureau (IFB) members.”
In addition to the “Haul in a Winner”
sweepstakes, now in its third year,

DeKalb County Farm Bureau member Lisa Smith is enjoying her new wheels as winner
of the Ford sweepstakes. She won a 2-year lease on this Ford F-150 XLT crew cab truck
recently.

Illinois Farm Bureau members also are eligible for a $500 discount on the
purchase of new Ford vehicles.
“We’re so appreciative of the partnership we have with Ford and their
willingness to work with our members to provide discounts simply because
they’re members of the Illinois Farm Bureau,” said Melissa Rhode, marketing
director, IFB. “Ford Motor Company has been an important part of our
Member Benefit Program for nearly a decade and we’re extremely proud of that
partnership because, just like our members, Ford trucks
work hard.”
Lisa and Greg attended the Illinois Farm Bureau
Annual Meeting earlier this month to be recognized as
the sweepstakes winner.
Members interested in entering this year’s “Haul in a
Winner” sweepstakes may sign up now through Sept. 30,
2018 at https://fordspecialoffer.com/farmbureau/sweeps
or text SWEEPS to 46786. Ford will award one Farm
Bureau member with a two-year lease on a 2018 Ford
F-150. ■
Congratulating Lisa Smith on her win are: (from left) Greg
Millburg, DeKalb County Farm Bureau manager; Greg Smith,
Lisa’s husband; Lisa Smith; Chad Bemis, vice president
of the Bemis company; and Sean Mulhern, general sales
manager for Bemis. in Sycamore.
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FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS,

SEASONS
GREETINGS.
We thank you for allowing us to serve you and
the entire community throughout the year.
May your holidays be merry and bright and
your New Year full of health and happiness.

815.758.2600 | FirstMidwest.com
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Prime Timers

Kishwaukee
Brass entertains
The Kishwaukee Brass Quintet
returns to Farm Bureau to celebrate
all things brass for the New Year.
They will perform for Farm Bureau
Prime Timers on Monday, Jan. 8,
2018 at 1 p.m. in the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau Theater.
Members of the quintet are: John
Smith, manager, on trombone; Mark
Baldin and Blake Richter, trumpets;
Mark Robinson, French horn; and
Deb Shofner, tuba. This is their 17th
year as a professional ensemble.
Since their last appearance at
Farm Bureau, they have expanded
their music repertoire to over 200
Christmas season tunes, 45 classical,
25 jazz and 65 miscellaneous songs.
Their January performance will
include popular Canadian brass hits,
New Orleans jazz, and classics.

Members of the Kishwaukee Brass will perform at Farm Bureau on Jan. 8, 2018. They
are: (from left) Mark Robinson, Mark Baldin, Deb Shofner, Blake Richter and John Smith.

The brass quintet has been
arranged by JD Music Pros, Just
Make It Happen, Inc.
Prior to their performance, lunch

will be served in the auditorium
for Prime Timers. Interested Prime
Timers (members 55+ years) should
register by Jan. 2 and pay the $7
lunch fee. ■

“An Evening with Mr. & Mrs. Lincoln”

See a reenactment of the Lincolns at the
White House performed by Donna and
Max Daniels on Feb. 5.

Step back in time to the Civil War era with the Lincolns.
Spend “An Evening with Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln” in a reenactment of this
unsettling time in history at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau on Monday, Feb.
5, 2018 at 1 p.m. in the Farm Bureau Theater.
This one-act play will feature President Abraham Lincoln and Mary Todd
Lincoln in the White House at the end of the Civil War, April 1865. The
President and Mrs. Lincoln reflect on the events of the past four years.
Max and Donna Daniels of Wheaton have been portraying the Lincolns for
many years and have an extensive background in community theater. They
have performed at the Lincoln Home Visitor Center and the Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Museum in Springfield. They also are popular attractions at Civil
War reenactments and schools.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau members are welcome to attend this
entertaining play. Prior to the play is the monthly Prime Timers luncheon at
12-noon in the Farm Bureau Auditorium. Lunch fee is $7 payable in advance
with registration by Jan. 30. ■
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Sluggish farm economy
concerns farmers
Only one out of 10 expect their
farm’s financial health to improve
in the coming year, according to a
member survey conducted by the
Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB).
Considering continued weakness
in the farm economy, 33 percent
of Illinois farmers surveyed expect
the overall financial health of their
farms to decline in 2018. Fifty-nine
percent said they expect it to remain
the same as in 2017. The answers
are in response to an email survey of
275 members registered with IFB’s
Legislative Action Center.
“It’s not surprising that a combined
92 percent of our members expect
the overall financial health of their

farms to decline or merely remain
the same,” said Mike Doherty, senior
economist, IFB. “Unfortunately,
today’s commodity prices, input
costs and overall farm economy
have become commonplace for our
members. They’ve been dealing with
deteriorating farm income for four
years now and, unless we see a major
weather event or significant market
rally, farm income is unlikely to
improve.”
Fifty-two percent of respondents
expect 2018 farm expenses to be
higher than they were in 2017; 48
percent expect them to be lower.
Respondents said they plan to
reduce farm business expenses and
input costs in 2018.

Ways farmers plan
to reduce expenses
in 2018:
• 85% Delay equipment
purchases
• 36% Cut farm debt,
interest payments
• 33% Delay or cut back
on chemical, fertilizer
purchases
• 26% Reduce labor costs,
negotiate lower cash rents, 		
buy less expensive seed.
“In this climate, farmers are
looking for ways to cut expenses,”
Doherty said. “It’s not only a matter
of financial awareness; for many, it
will be an absolute necessity.” ■
Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

2017 Crop year: Best corn yields yet?
Many farmers have indicated that
this year’s corn yields are some of
the best ever.
At the recent Illinois Farm Bureau
Annual Meeting in Chicago, Russ
Higgins had an opportunity to collect
a number of yield reports from
farmers across the state. Several
shared that it was a challenging
year, too much rain, too little, or
a combination of both at differing
times in the growing season.
The majority stated that soybean
yields were good, not necessarily
great. Corn yields however, were
much higher than expected. The
superlative statement, “best corn
yields ever” was mentioned
repeatedly by farmers, according
to Higgins, educator, commercial
agriculture, Northern Illinois
University of Illinois Extension.
Earlier Higgins met with Extension
agronomists and campus specialists
34 CONNECTIONS December 2017

on the University of Illinois campus
and informally shared the following
as an explanation for the remarkable
corn yields:
• Improvement in hybrid genetics
– The higher yield potential and
ability to withstand stress of modern
hybrids.
• Favorable weather when we
absolutely required it – Early season
weather was far from ideal, and
many then suffered near drought
conditions. However, for most, at the
critical tasseling and then grain fill,
the weather was just good enough
to allow the crop to reach its yield
potential.
• Our root systems appeared to
be more efficient at water uptake,
especially at greater rooting depths,
than we anticipated – For those
who experienced rain-free periods,
especially at grain fill, the corn crop
did manage to pull enough moisture

from the soil profile. Cooler weather
at the end of grain fill also was
beneficial.
• Low disease pressure - A general
observation, somewhat of a surprise,
was that it was a relatively disease
free year for most of the growing
season. ■

OUTREACH
By the Numbers
3,500 students and 150 teachers
explored agriculture during 1st-4th grade
Ag in the Classroom presentations.
747 students from 41 classrooms
illustrated agricultural concepts during
the Food for Thought placemat design
contest. 150 people attended the
placemat contest Awards Night.

162 ag-related books were donated
to elementary, middle, and high school
libraries.
250 elementary summer school students in DeKalb learned about food and
farming via ag literacy resources including lessons, books, and videos.

3,400 children learned fun farm facts at the county fair while thousands
more learned about livestock through 7 ag-related banners.
260 children & adults benefitted from ag literacy through programs in the
community (library programs, community events, etc.).
25 students received college scholarships to further their studies in
agriculture, science, or medicine.
26 non-farm adults explored modern crop and livestock production during a
Farm & Food Field Trip to two area farms.
300 Sycamore Middle School students and teachers visited 2 local farms
and a local agribusiness to learn about grain and livestock farming and
agronomy services.

6,200 Farm Bureau members connected to farm and food topics in 10
issues of Connections magazine.

80 adults & children rode combines and learned about corn harvest.

40 Ag Literacy Ambassadors
shared information about ag literacy
resources and programs with over
800 fellow K-12 educators in
schools throughout the county.
560 students investigated STEM
(science, technology, engineering,
& math) careers in agriculture
during 5th grade Ag in the
Classroom presentations.

6,000 people milked Maggie the
Cow and learned about dairy
farming at several community
events.

4,000 students were impacted by
educational materials such as
thematic kits and Ag Mags via
educator requests for resources
from our ag literacy resource library.

650 elementary students and their teachers toured area farms thanks to
farm field trip transportation grants, supporting resources, and trip planning
assistance.

95 high school students and teachers explored careers in the agricultural
industry and toured a local research facility and a farm during Ag Career
Day.
25 families with newborn babies received gift baskets filled with ag-related
products during National Ag Week.
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In Memory of Ken Barshinger
Farm Bureau lost a dear family member, genuine friend, and respected
leader with the recent passing of Ken Barshinger.
Ken was a lifelong member of Farm Bureau and served for 21 years on the
Board of Directors, of which 14 years he was in leadership as a member of
the Executive Committee. He led the organization as president for 11 years,
1986-1997, serving as the 11th president of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
Under his leadership, the Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture was built in
1986 and the county earned top honors by receiving The President’s Award
numerous times.
“Ken was a dedicated leader who spent time away from the farm to devote
to our organization,” said Mark Tuttle, current president. “Farm Bureau
values his past leadership and actions benefitting both Farm Bureau and
agriculture.”
Ken and his wife Glennie lived on and farmed the home farm in rural
Waterman. Later they built a new home and resided in rural DeKalb. Ken is
survived by Glennie and four daughters:
Sheri, Teri, Jeri and Peg and their
families.
Ken died Nov. 17 at the age of
87. Farm Bureau extends its deepest
condolences to the Barshinger family. ■

(Clockwise) Ken Barshinger chaired the Building
Committee and oversaw the construction of the
new Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture in 1986
during his presidency. He is shown here at the
ground breaking.
During his presidency, Ken Barshinger accepted
top honors for excellent Farm Bureau programs.
IFB President Ron Warfield presented DeKalb
County with The President’s Award.
At the 100th Anniversary of the county Farm
Bureau, Ken and other living presidents attended
a celebratory event in 2012: (from left) Mark
Tuttle, Paul Rasmussen, Vince Faivre, Ken
Barshinger and Allan Aves.
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Happy Holidays
from COUNTRY Financial®!
At COUNTRY Financial, we are grateful to have served our customers for
over 85 years.
Phil Hasz

Kyle Groenhagen

Dan Howes

Chris Patterson

Craig Popp

Mike Shipley

Dean Miller

Gavin Wilson

David Gingerich

Curtis Burket

Doug Brewington

Steve Klopfenstein
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