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An Investment in Agriculture
It’s that time of year to say THANK YOU to our 

members for renewing their membership in Farm 
Bureau. It has been a good year for membership in 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau. This year we have grown 
our strength in both farmer and associate memberships.

Over the last month more than 1,500 farmer members 
have or will soon renew their investment in an 
organization that gives them a voice at the local, state 
and national levels. Being the voice of agriculture and 
representing farmers is what Farm Bureau is all about. 

Similar to our farmer members, associate members 
or our city friends can enjoy benefits like COUNTRY 
Financial Insurance, CONNECTIONS magazine, 
Prime Timer programs, member discounts, scholarship 
opportunities, trips and other programs.

As a member – whether you are actively farming, grew 

On the cover:
Corn Picker  
Bob Johnson

up on a farm, a professional involved in the agricultural 
industry or you share an interest in Farm Bureau’s 
programs and services – you are a part of agriculture.

I hope that you find value in your Farm Bureau 
membership through benefits, services and your 
participation. Thank you again for your membership and 
investment in agriculture! ■

Connecting to You
Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

F e a t u r e s
4 Pumpkin Patch Pickings

  Meet the Krueger family who raises pumpkins

7 Combine Rides
  Register soon to ride in a combine at harvest

10 Ask A Farmer
  Comprehend why we are losing dairy farms

13 What is THAT?
  Find out the purpose of grain legs on bins

16 Field-Friendly Meals
  Discover new recipes for easy harvest meals

18 Preserving Corn Pickers
  Get to know Corn Picker Bob & his pickers

22 Fall Farm Produce
  Purchase locally grown produce from farms

28 Young Leaders in Action
  See the involvements of young people in ag
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Calendar
SEPTEMBER 
Sept. 28
Fall Amish Trip 
Arthur, IL

OCTOBER 
Oct. 1
County Snapshot: Crimes,  
Scams & the New County Jail 
By Sheriff Roger Scott & Staff 
Prime Timers Program 
12-Noon 
$7, Register by Sept. 25

Oct. 2-3
Defensive Driving Course  
For seniors, 55+ yrs. 
10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
$20

Oct. 13
Combine Rides 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Sycamore area corn fields 
$20 adults, $10 children 
Register: www.dekalbfarmbureau.org/ 
event/combine-rides/

NOVEMBER
Nov. 5
Managing Blood Pressure 
with DASH Eating Plan
Marci Millburg & Lisa Cummings
Northwestern Medicine Kishwaukee  
Wellness, with free blood pressure checks 
12-noon 
$7, Registration by Oct. 30

Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture unless 
otherwise noted. For most meeting reservations contact  
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361.

Follow us!
	 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine 

www.CultivateConnections.org

Farm Bureau Main Site 
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org

Foundation for Agriculture 
www.PlantALegacy.org

Ag Literacy 
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

On Prairie Drive
   Mariam Wassmann, Editor
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Find the pumpkin
and win!

Let’s see if you can find the pumpkin 
(resembling the one above) in this 
month’s issue of our magazine and be 
eligible to win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-756-
6361, by Oct. 5 for your chance to win. 

When responding, please include the 
page number and exact description of the 
location of the pumpkin on that page. You 
will also need to provide your name and 
address.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the contest was 
Susan Kinney of Maple Park. The corn 
kernel was hidden on page 25 on the white 
board of the photo with Doug Sommer, in 
the August CONNECTIONS. ■

Harvest Help
This time of year our farmers are busy 

harvesting crops so we can enjoy an abundance 
of foods. Farmers get a lot of credit for the 
harvest, and rightly so. Depending on how the 
season progresses you can bet there will be 
some long days in the field.

Besides farmers, there are many others that 
deserve some recognition during the harvest 
season. 

The Farm Employees – Farmers count on 
employees, whether full-or part-time or seasonal. Those driving the combine or 
grain cart in the field. The truck driver hauling grain. The mechanic that keeps 
machines running. An employee who makes sure the grain dryer keeps pace. 
Those who work endless hours to ensure the crop gets out of the field.

The Farm Family – Sons and daughters, spouses and children may be 
directly involved in the harvest or indirectly involved. Family members that go 
for parts and help move equipment from field to field. Spouses that fill lunch 
boxes with meals or deliver meals to the field while still doing their jobs. Farm 
children that see their dad or mom while stopping for a meal in the field or at 
home for a brief respite.

And there’s more…Equipment Technicians – The techies that get a phone 
call when something breaks down and a farmer can’t fix it. Grain Elevators – 
Who extend their hours for accepting grain which requires elevator employees 
to work longer hours. Crop Specialists – Who help with field plots and assist 
farmers with crop decisions. 

If you are one of the harvest helpers, we thank you for your role and 
contributions to agriculture. Here’s to a safe and productive harvest! ■
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By the
 NUMBERS

Share the Road Safely at Harvest

He is moving the combine to the next field. She is hauling corn to the grain elevator. This fall, farm 
men and women are working hard to harvest corn and soybeans. Be mindful of farm equipment 
on local roads and highways. 

Slow down and be patient when sharing the road with farm equipment. The Slow Moving Vehicle 
emblem (orange and red triangular sign) warns you that the combine or tractor travels at a slow 
rate of speed.

A car traveling 55 mph when 400 feet behind a combine traveling 15 mph only takes 7 seconds 
to reach the combine. A collision at such high speeds can be dangerous.

At harvest, expect to see significant numbers of farm vehicles using roads now through November. 
Source: American Society of Safety Engineers, University of Illinois
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Pumpkin Patch Pickings
It’s prime time for pumpkins  
at the Krueger Farm.

Each pumpkin has been hand-
picked with love and enthusiasm by 
the Krueger kids from their patch 
located on Grandpa’s farm northeast 
of Genoa.

Cole and Caleb, the youngest 
siblings, enjoy picking and washing 
pumpkins. John likes figuring out 
what people want. Sydney prefers to 
arrange and decorate the pumpkins. 
Sasha, the eldest, doesn’t mind lifting 
the heavier pumpkins. 

 “It’s a labor of love,” says Marina 
and Matt Krueger, parents to their 
five children ranging in age from 7 to 
17. All family members get involved 
from planting seeds to harvesting 
pumpkins and selling them at The 
Pumpkin Place of Genoa. 

“Raising pumpkins helps the 
children learn how to earn money by 
understanding the business – renting 
farmland from Grandpa, buying 
seed, and at the end of the season 
determining their profit,” said Marina. 

To buy or pick pumpkins:
The Pumpkin Place of Genoa
Matt & Marina Krueger Family 
16028 Melms Rd., Genoa
Open 9 a.m.- 8 p.m. daily thru Oct. 31

The pumpkin business was passed 
down to the Kruegers from their 
cousins the Neslers and Hughes, 
who started the business about 12 
years ago. This is the second year 
for the Kruegers. The pumpkin patch 
is located on Melms Road next to a 
soybean field at Frank Krueger’s Farm.

The pumpkin patch has grown 
from one variety of pumpkins on a 
half-acre in 2006 to 60 varieties of 
pumpkins on five acres this year. 
The Krueger kids expect to harvest 
nearly 2,000 pumpkins this season.

Some of their favorite pumpkin 
varieties are: Warty, Swan, Jack Be 
Little, Baby Boo, Turban, Carver, 
Cinderelle and Red Stacker.

They sell their pumpkins on the 
farm, at pumpkin stands in Genoa 
and Hampshire, and at the Kane 
County Flea Market. They also grow 
and sell squash, gourds, straw bales 
and corn stalks.

“It’s been a good year for 
pumpkins,” says Matt Krueger, 
owner of a tax and business advisory 
firm and seasonal pumpkin farmer. 
He says the size of their pumpkin 
patch “is manageable and has been a 
good family activity.” ►

John and Sasha Krueger cut and pick pumpkins from their five-acre patch. They have a 
good crop of pumpkins this year grown on Grandpa Frank’s farm.

All of the Krueger kids are involved in their family-run pumpkin business (from left) John, 
Cole, Sydney, Caleb and Sasha The money they earn from selling pumpkins will help with 
college expenses.
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Grandpa Frank likes that “it teaches 
the kids how to work” and he also 
enjoys “spending time with the 
grandkids.” He monitors the pumpkin 
crop during the growing season and 
uses crop protectants as needed. 

The Krueger kids keep busy on 
and off of the farm. They are active 
in sports and other school related 
activities at Genoa schools. All five 
say they have learned quite a bit 
about pumpkins. They claim the most 
rewarding part of being pumpkin 
farmers is, “When we finish planting 
all the seeds by hand in June and 
then we see the amazing results in 
September!” ■

Fun Facts About Pumpkins
From the Kruegers
• Pumpkins are planted as seeds in June so they are 

ready to harvest in September. 

• Pumpkins grow on vines that can get up to 30 feet 
long. Every vine develops flowers, male and female, 
needed to produce pumpkins.

• Illinois grows more pumpkins than any other  
state in the U.S.

• Pumpkins are actually a fruit.

• Between 80-90% of every pumpkin is water. 

The Krueger Family runs The Pumpkin Place located northeast of Genoa. Family 
members are: (standing) Sasha, John, Sydney, (seated) Marina, Matt, Caleb and Cole. 

Every pumpkin gets washed before it’s sold. Dad helps Caleb and 
Cole wash the pumpkins after they have been picked.
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Trent Sanderson

the

Trent Sanderson is a seventh generation grain 
and livestock farmer. He raises corn, soybeans, 
wheat and a small herd of beef cattle. Trent and 
his wife and two sons live in rural Kirkland.

How a smartphone changed the way I farm 
When my dad was learning to farm, he gathered information from the 

generations who had farmed before him. Learning from experienced 
farmers is crucial, but it is also a slow process. One generation learns 
something new and passes it to the next. 

So, how does a smartphone change that? It’s simple, really – and 
something I bet you’re familiar with. Readily accessible information.

Access to information allows me to learn from the experience of not only 
my dad and grandpa, but from farmers all over the world! Adaptability and 
willingness to try new things are key to my success as a farmer, and access 
to quick information about what others have done or the latest research 
give me the edge I need to make my farm a success. 

From learning about new conservation practices that improve soil health 
to getting ideas from farmers on the other side of the world, every bit of 
information helps me formulate a plan that has the potential to improve my 
farm.

My smartphone is used for weather & marketing
Rainfall events used to trigger a “crop tour,” and they still do, driving 

from field to field to check on the conditions of the field and its crop. Some 
farmers have a rain gauge at each farm to measure precipitation. Knowing 
this helps determine when they can return to perform a task, and know 
whether or not that rain was helpful or hurtful to the crop. 

Today, before I wake 
up, my smartphone has 
an app that tells me how 
much rain fell where, if 
there was any hail with 
it, how that affected the 
use of the fertilizer I 
applied and what growth 
stage the crop should 
be at based on planting 
date and temperature 

calculations. After evaluating this information, then we still go on a “crop 
tour,” but with lots of knowledge of what happened and things to watch for 
like damage or fertilizer utilization. 

These apps also allow us to walk through a field and drop a GPS pin 
of our location and take pictures and notes of what we saw. All of this 
information is stored and backed up for us to evaluate at a later date if we 
wish to review the outcome of the crop after harvest, learning from better 
data resources and information. 

This same app collects data from the planter and the combine instantly 
as we go through the fields, recording yield, hybrid, moisture, acres, etc. 
Because we can review the final outcome of our crop instantly, we can 

make informed decisions faster for 
next year, perhaps taking advantage of 
ordering some seed or fertilizer early at 
a discounted rate.

As a kid, I rode through the fields 
in the tractor with Dad and Grandpa, 
listening to the radio, of course! But 
when it came time for the market 
report, I was quickly prompted to “be 
quiet now, the markets are on!”Any 
drastic change in the markets would 
trigger the farm to make a management 
decision when everyone went home for 
the day to return phone calls that the 
wives had taken messages for all day. 

A smartphone allows me to see the 
markets instantly as they change and 
buy/sell a commodity via calling, 
texting, emailing or using apps. 

A faster paced market demands the 
use of a smartphone for a farmer to 
keep up with moving trends. But you 
can bet the market report is still heard 
on the radio by all farmers, young and 
old. Old habits die hard. ■

Today, before I wake up, my smartphone 
has an app that tells me how much rain 
fell where, if there was any hail with it, 
how that affected the use of the fertilizer 
I applied and what growth stage the crop 
should be at based on planting date and 
temperature calculations. 
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Now’s your chance 
to ride in a combine!

Farm Bureau is coordinating 
combines rides with local farmers 
during corn harvest. Rides will be 
given in Sycamore area cornfields on 
Saturday, Oct. 13. 

Farmers will share information 
about field corn harvest and 
technology from their seat atop 
a modern combine, which is a 
harvesting machine. Interested 
persons will sit next to the farmer in 
a seat to view harvest, ask questions 
and have conversations about food 
production.

Participating farmers are the 
Bolanders, the Diehls and the Heides.

A limited number of rides will be 
offered on Oct. 13. Rain date will 
be on Sunday. Participants will be 
assigned times and locations for the 
rides. 

The Heides – Carl (daughters Julia & Samantha)

Combine 
Rides

The Diehls – Ron, Dave, Rich & Chuck

The Bolanders – Dale, Justin & Glenn

To register for the combine rides and for additional information, contact 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361, or go to www.
dekalbfarmbureau.org/event/combine-rides/.    

The charge for one ride (one pass across the field and back) is $20 for 
adults and $10 for children (ages 12 and under). Children under the age of 
8 must be accompanied by an adult. Proceeds will go to the Farm Bureau 
Foundation for Ag Literacy programs. ■
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Got a Gardening Question? 
Q: How do I prune my clematis vine for the winter?

A: There are three groups of clematis. Group 1 and 2 grow on old wood from the previous 
year. Leave the plant structure up over the winter. Group 3 clematis produces flowers on new 
growth. This group can be pruned to 12” above the ground before winter. If you don’t know 
what type you have, leave the vine up. Take a good look the following spring, and you will be 
able to tell if your clematis is growing on new or old growth.

Submit your gardening questions to: connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org.
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Barbara Lindholm, University of Illinois Extension, DeKalb County Master Gardener

Fall Checklist

September is the prime 
time to plant trees.

Trees for consideration that 
especially provide dramatic fall 
color and do well in our area 
include: dogwood, gingko, Japanese 
maple, red oak, river birch and sugar 
maple. 

Is winter salt application on 
the roads and streets a problem 
where you live? Salt can ruin trees 
preventing their ability to store 
water and nutrients.

Good news! White oak, hickory, 
serviceberry and honey locust are all 
salt tolerant. Creeping juniper and 
Mugo pine can provide you with salt 
resistant evergreen options.

Newly planted trees, shrubs 
and evergreens should be watered 
regularly until the ground freezes. 
Annuals/Perennials provide fall 
color and should be deadheaded.    

Annuals and perennials are major 
players when it comes to revitalizing 
your containers and flower gardens 
for the autumn months.

Many of the annual plants actually 
prefer the temperatures of September 
and October. Snapdragons, sweet 
peas, larkspur, violas and pansies 
will all come back to life with new 
growth and flowers as the cooler 
weather arrives.

Deadheading of both annuals and 
perennials should continue during 
these months.

Roses will need winter 
protection but not until November 
when the ground is frozen.
Mid-September is the preferred  
time to fertilize lawns.

Moderate temperatures this 
month, cool nights and adequate 
rainfall will promote good grass 
growth. Organic or synthetic 
fertilizer with a 3-1-2 or a 4-1-2 
ratio is recommended.
October is the best month to 
plant spring-blooming bulbs.

One of the most important 
activities for the fall months is the 
selection, planting and storing of 
bulbs. Final selection of spring 
blooming bulbs should take place 
in September so you are ready to 
plant bulbs in October. 

Mid-to-late October is the time 
to concentrate on tender bulbs 
such as dahlias, cannas, tuberous 
begonias and caladiums. They 
can be carefully lifted with a 
pitchfork, dried and stored in peat 
moss at 40 to 50 degrees for the 
winter.
Fruits, vegetables and herbs 
provide us with an abundance  
of fall produce.

Ever bearing raspberry bushes 
will be producing their fall crop 
on the top half of the canes. After 
harvesting the berries, prune out 
the top half of these plants. 

Everyone’s favorite, pumpkins, 
should now be ready to be harvested 
before a killing frost.
Herbs can be cut back and brought 
indoors to use fresh or dried.

Dead plant material should be 
removed from the garden and 
composted. Houseplants and 
cuttings from favorite outside plants 
can be brought indoors before the 
first anticipated frost date of Oct. 
15. 

All plants should be carefully 
monitored for disease or insects 
before entering the house.

Well, there it is. As you can 
see, we will be very busy during 
September and October. When our 
work is finished, our plants will 
take over as they actively work 
through the winter months growing 
underground preparing for spring. 
A winning team effort between 
gardeners and plants should 
make for a very successful 2019 
gardening season. ■

As we enter September and October, we look forward to harvest and a beautiful 
fall season. We must also realize that during these two months there will be 
work ahead as we close up our home gardens and landscapes for the winter.
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Q: Why are we losing so many dairy farms?

A: There are several reasons dairy farms are going out 
of business: lower milk prices, oversupply, lack of 
markets, less consumption and diminishing exports.

Bill Deutsch is a fifth generation dairy and grain farmer. 
He milks cows and grows corn, soybeans, wheat and 
alfalfa. Bill and his wife reside on the family farm in 
rural Sycamore.

In 2014 we had record milk prices of over $25 per hundredweight. 
Dairy farmers get paid by the hundredweight which is 100 pounds of 
milk or just less than 12 gallons. Today, like many of the other farm 
commodities, we are in a down cycle. Base milk prices are around 
$13 to $15 per hundredweight, or below breakeven.

When prices were up, the dairy industry expanded and increased 
production. This involved more cows being milked and dairy cows 
continued to improve and produce more milk. Thus, we now have a 
surplus of milk.

In the spring of 2017 Canada created a low-price classification 
for milk, Class 7, to compete directly with a milk solids product 
entering Canada from the United States. Canada has a quota system 
that keeps most U.S. dairy products, except for this particular type 
of dairy product, from entering Canada. Due to the extremely low 
Class 7 price, U.S. exports to Canada ended. About 70 dairy farmers 
in Wisconsin, and additional dairy farmers in Minnesota, were forced to 
find a different market for their milk since it could no longer be used by the 
Wisconsin plant they had been shipping to. Plants in New York and Idaho 
also lost dairy sales to Canada due to Class 7 and this milk was displaced 
causing more surplus of milk. 

Another reason for the decline in dairy farms is due to less milk 
consumption. Consumers are eating away from home more which decreases 
the consumption of fluid milk. With fluid milk decreasing, many bottling 
plants were becoming inefficient; some companies were starting to close 
plants. 

One large grocery chain store (Walmart) decided to bottle its own milk. 
So they built a very large bottling plant in Indiana located where there’s a 
huge surplus of milk nearby in Michigan. This caused the supplier (Dean’s) 
to close more bottling plants. So many dairy farms that were smaller or 
logistically located too far from a plant we’re no longer able to have their 
milk picked up. 

To eliminate some of the excess surplus of milk within dairy cooperatives 
(co-ops), many co-ops implemented a no expansion or base plans and most 
co-ops closed new memberships. So, new dairy farms or dairy farms which 
were let go could not find a home for their milk.

On another front, exports had been increasing to as much as 17% of the 
U.S. milk supply. Milk exports recently decreased based on trade tariffs and 
uncertainty of supply. One of our best customers is Mexico so losing this 
export market would have a huge impact on dairy farms. 

The number of dairy farms in the U.S. has declined by 20 percent from 

five years ago. Wisconsin lost 500 dairy 
farms in 2017 and about 150 this year. 
Illinois has lost 50 dairy farms in the last 
three years. Here in DeKalb County we 
have eight dairy farms.

The bottom line is we currently have a 
huge surplus of milk!

My Dairy Farm - I feel fortunate that 
I currently have a consistent market for 
my cow’s milk. Milk from my dairy farm 
is purchased by the Midwest Dairymen’s 
Co-op. It goes to a bottling plant in 
Rockford called Mueller Pinehurst. 
Mueller Pinehurst supplies most of the 
school milk in the DeKalb/Sycamore 
area as well as some grocery stores such 
as Hy-Vee and Target. Locally you may 
be buying milk which comes from the 
Deutsch Dairy Farm. 

The other aspect of running a dairy farm 
goes beyond economics. It’s a way of life. 
Like other dairy farmers my heart and soul 
goes into caring for my cows. So when 
I see other farmers having to sell their 
cows I know it’s tough for them and their 
families. ■
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DAIRY MATTERS

Direct Jobs:
40,557
Wages:
$1.61	billion
Economic Impact:
$7.98	billion

were indirectly supported by the dairy industry 
through suppliers and the indirect impact of the 
industry’s expenditures.

	A	further	69,410	jobs

$22.93	
billion

1.00%

1.09%

International	Dairy	Foods	Association		|		(202)	737-4332		|		info@idfa.org	|			www.idfa.org

Federal Tax:
$1.46	billion

The Economic Impact of Dairy Products in 
Illinois

The	total	economic	
impact	of	dairy	products	
produced	and	sold	
specifically	in	Illinois

The	amount	dairy	
companies	contribute	to	
Illinois'	GDP

The	amount	dairy	
companies	contribute	
to	the	U.S.	GDP	in	
2017

State Tax Revenues:
$930.65	million

Dairy foods deliver a 
unique combination of 
nine essential nutrients 

including protein, vitamin 
D and potassium.

The Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans recommend

 three servings of low-fat and 
fat-free dairy foods 

per day.

Dairy Delivers®

 

Consuming dairy products 
provides health benefits, 
especially improved bone 

health.

Dairy foods provide about 
67 percent of the calcium 
available in the U.S. food 

supply.
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FARM COUNTRY

Prices paid for Illinois farmland 
continue the “slightly lower” trend, 
according to the mid-year snapshot 
survey conducted by the Illinois 
Society of Professional Farm 
Managers and Rural Appraisers 
(ISPFMRA).

“In the first half of the year, the 
value of excellent-quality farmland 

Farmland values trend slightly lower
is down two percent and average-
quality land is down one percent,” 
said David Klein, of Soy Capital Ag 
Services, who chairs ISPFMRA’s 
farmland values program.

Survey results released last month 
indicate the statewide average price 
for excellent-quality land dropped 
roughly $200 per acre the first half of 
the year to $10,522. Prices for other 
land classes were down less than 
$100.

Klein noted fewer acres are 
changing hands, leading to a tight 
supply of land on the market. Survey 
respondents expect that trend to 
remain in place through 2018.

“Our survey somewhat confirms 
the survey from the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Chicago released earlier (in 
August), which showed (farmland) 
prices level to slightly higher in the 
first half of 2018 and is an indication 
of both the somewhat level nature 

of prices paid and the regional bias 
of each group’s respondents,” Klein 
said. “Location and local ownership 
continue to be major factors in the 
strength or weakness in many areas.”

Meanwhile, survey respondents 
expect cash-rent levels to decline due, 
in part, to lower commodity prices 
and tighter farm margins.

Cash-rent averages could decline 
from $305 to $290 per acre for 
excellent land, from $265 to $250 per 
acre for good ground, $220 to $210 
for average land and from $185 to 
$175 for fair farmland. ■
                   Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

With lower farmland values, 
expect cash rents to decline 
due, in part, to lower commodity 
prices and higher farm margins.

Tuttle serves on IFB Resolutions Committee
(From left) Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President, is a member of the Illinois 
Farm Bureau Resolutions Committee serving with Chairman and IFB Vice President 
Brian Duncan. The Resolutions Committee reviews policy submittals from county 
Farm Bureaus. Some of the new topics being discussed include: legalizing marijuana, 
government access and control of farm data, water quality, livestock traceability, among 
others. Policy resolutions will be deliberated by farmers at the state meeting in December.

Trade aid for farmers
Farmers affected by trade 

retaliation can apply for financial 
assistance after harvest.

USDA plans to pay farmers 
a total of $4.7 billion in initial 
assistance through the Market 
Facilitation Program (MFP), which 
will be administered by the Farm 
Service Agency (FSA). 

Applications are now available 
for pork, dairy and wheat 
producers. Corn and soybean 
farmers must wait until they can 
report their total 2018 production. 
The deadline to apply is Jan. 15, 
2019.

Initial payments will be 
calculated by multiplying 50 
percent of a farmer’s total 2018 
actual production by the applicable 
commodity rate. Initial commodity 
payment rates include: Corn: $.01/
bushel; Dairy (milk): $.12/cwt; 
Pork (hogs): $8/head; Soybeans: 
$1.65/bushel; Wheat: $.14/bushel.

To be eligible, applicants must 
have an ownership interest in the 
commodity, be actively engaged in 
farming and have an average gross 
income of less than $900,000 for 
tax years 2014, 2015 and 2016.

For more information on the 
MFP, or for an application, visit 
www.farmers.gov/manage/mfp  
or contact the DeKalb County  
FSA office.
               Source: Illinois Farm Bureau
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What is THAT? GRAIN LEGS

When harvested grain is 
brought to the farm, it is first 
dumped into underground pits near the 
bins. The bottom of the grain leg is in the 
pit. The top is high above the grain bins. 

Inside the grain leg, dozens of 
rectangular buckets are connected 
to a loop, or belt, made of rubber, 
pvc, or steel chains. When the 
grain leg is turned on, the buckets 
begin scooping grain out of the pit. 
The buckets work like elevator cars 
to carry grain to the top of the leg. 

At the top of the grain leg, 
each bucket tips grain into a pipe 
connected to a grain bin. The 
empty buckets travel back down 
the leg, scoop up more grain, 
move back to the top, tip, and 
travel back down in a continuous 
loop. This process is why grain 
storage facilities are often called 
“elevators.” ■

When you visit a tall building, you might use the elevator. You get on at the ground floor, the elevator  
car lifts you to the correct floor, and you get off. Grain legs are elevators used to lift grain up and  
into grain bins.

GRAIN PIT

GRAIN LEGS

ELEVATOR BUCKETS
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Sandwich Fair 2018 Scenes from the 131st 
Sandwich Fair - Sept. 5-9

DeKalb County’s
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Cuban Sandwiches
1 loaf French bread 4 ounces deli ham, sliced
2 T. mayo 4 ounces cooked pork loin, sliced
2 T. dijon mustard Sliced dill pickles (amount is up to you)
8 slices Swiss cheese 2 T. butter

Preheat a skillet (cast iron, if available) over medium high heat. Split open the French 
bread. Spread with mayo and mustard. Cut loaf into 4 pieces. Layer cheese, ham, pork, 
pickles, and another layer of cheese. Spread butter on the outside top and bottom of the 
sandwiches.

Place sandwiches in skillet, and cook over medium high heat, pressing the sandwich with 
a spatula or other weighted skillet on top. Flip, reduce the heat to low and cook until the 
second side is lightly golden brown.

Mayo Free Potato Salad
4 pounds gold potatoes ½ tsp ground black pepper
¼ cup white vinegar ¾ cup olive oil
1 tsp minced garlic 3 green onions, green parts only, chopped
1 tsp sugar 6 slices bacon, cooked & crumbled
½ tsp salt

Cook potatoes until tender; drain and cool slightly until you’re able to handle them. While 
still warm, cut potatoes into bit size pieces.

Mix vinegar, garlic, sugar, salt, pepper, and olive oil in a large bowl. Add potatoes and toss, 
mixing to combine and stirring until the mixture starts to become creamy.

Add green onions. Chill 4 hours or overnight. Bring to room temperature before serving and 
top with cooked and crumbled bacon.

Baked Italian Sliders
1 pkg. Hawaiian rolls, split in half ¼ pound deli ham
12 slices provolone cheese ¼ pound capocollo or other Italian style meat
1/8 cup red onion, thinly sliced 1 tsp Italian seasoning
¼ pound deli pepperoni ¼  cup Italian salad dressing
¼ pound salami

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

Place Hawaiian rolls in an oven safe 9x9 dish. Layer cheese, onions and meats on top 
of bottom half of rolls. Place remaining half of rolls on top. Pour salad dressing on top of 
bread, then sprinkle with Italian Seasoning. 

Cover with foil and bake, 15-20 minutes until heated through and cheese is melted. Serve 
warm or at room temperature. These also hold up in packed lunches!

To see more of Deanne’s Field-Friendly Meals go to: thisfarmgirlcooks.com16      CONNECTIONS    Sept./Oct. 2018

by Deanne Frieders

A Field-Friendly meal has a few requirements. 
They must be bite sized, easy to prepare, 
filling and healthy. Part of my goal in feeding 
our farmers is to help nourish them when 
they’re working long hours during harvest. 
These Field-Friendly meals do just that!
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Jo Cessna and Rachel Koroscik teach classes on healthy 
eating, healthy cooking and healthy lifestyles at the 
Leishman Center at Kishwaukee Hospital. 

Healthy Eating Classes
Preserving Your Harvest 
Sept. 28, 10 – 11 a.m.
One-hour demonstration on how to preserve your 
garden’s harvest. Learn tips and tricks to freezing 
your favorite produce and receive seasonal recipes. 
Recipes and tastings provided.

Stocks and Soups
Oct. 4, 6 – 8 p.m.
Hands-on cooking class to learn the basics of 
making wonderful homemade stocks and soups. 
Together we will cook a variety of soups for 
the whole family to enjoy. Recipes and tastings 
provided.

Vegetable and Bone Broth
Oct. 25, 10 – 11 a.m. or Oct. 30, 6 – 7 p.m.
Vegetable and bone broths are rich in healing 
nutrients. One-hour demonstration on how to create 
your own nourishing broths. Recipes and tastings 
provided.

To register for classes: www.Kish-calendar.nm.org 
or call 815-748-8962. ■

Poached Pears
2 pears, just ripe, sliced into  

¼ inch slices
½ inch water in skillet
1 tablespoon honey or maple syrup

1. Bring water to a simmer, add  
sweetener and fruit with a pinch  
of sea salt. 

2. Let fruit simmer until tender, yet still 
holds its shape.  

3. Remove fruit and simmer the syrup  
until thick. Drizzle over fruit and serve.

4. Delicious as dessert, side dish or  
on your morning cereal.

Apple Cinnamon Water
Slice your favorite tart or 
sweet apples thinly. Add 1 
teaspoon maple syrup for each 
apple and 1 cinnamon stick, 
broken. Cover with desired 
amount of water. To serve, 
add a thinly sliced lemon.

FAMILY HEALTH

Simple Fall Recipes 
Fall is about gathering the harvest and the wonderful flavors that 

wrap up the growing season. Apples, pears, pumpkins to name a 
few. Some of our favorite techniques are very simple leaving you 
time to enjoy the beauty of the fall colors.

How to Bake a Whole Pumpkin  
Set oven temperature to 375o. Cut a 
couple vent holes into the pumpkin, 
set on baking sheet and bake until soft 
when pressed lightly. Time will vary 
according to the size of the pumpkin - 
start checking after 25 minutes. Cool 
completely and the peel will separate 
easily from the flesh. Separate flesh and 
seeds, mash and store in freezer-proof 
containers in 1½ cup measure. This 
equals one 15 ounce can of pumpkin.
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Most know Bob Johnson as Corn Picker Bob. He comes by that nickname 
naturally having an extensive collection of vintage corn pickers and a book.

Bob has been collecting corn pickers for nearly three decades. His interest 
in the antiquated farm machines started at an auction where he spotted a John 
Deere 200 picker similar to the one that his father once had. In a closer look, 
it had a Huntley farm store sticker on it from the 1950s. And, the pull-type 
picker had both a hydraulic and a hand lift. He just knew it had to have been his 
father’s corn picker. 

“I didn’t buy it at the auction, but later I bought it from the farmer who had 
purchased it,” said Bob. “I got Dad’s picker back and that’s what got me started 
collecting them.”

Corn Picker Bob reflected, “Hearing the stories of picking corn by hand and 
later how much my dad enjoyed the corn picker was what kept going through 
my mind.”

His father, the late Verner Johnson, picked field corn by hand in the 1930s. 

He would hand-pick one acre of 
ear corn per day. When his father 
bought a mechanized corn picker 
he was able to harvest 16 to 18 
acres daily in 1950. The new 
pull-type machine picked ears 
of corn AND removed the husk 
streamlining a farmer’s harvest. 

“My father told me, ‘I lived a 
good life. I farmed with horses, 
picked corn by hand and look at 
where we are now in farming,’” 
Bob reminisced. “My dad didn’t 
mind picking corn by hand 
but he sure liked his new corn 
picker.” ►

Above: Bob and Phyllis Johnson documented the history 
of corn pickers in their recently published book.

Preserving
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During his father’s farming years 
he had a Case picker and then John 
Deere pickers. His corn picker 
was replaced by a combine in the 
1960s, which not only picked the 
corn but shelled it too. 

Bob has 25 antique corn pickers 
in his collection. He owns most all 
of the major machinery company 
names like John Deere, Case IH, 
Oliver, Allis Chalmers, New Idea, 
McCormick, and Massey-Harris. 
He also collects what he refers to 
as “odd balls” like the Corn Belt, 
Blackhawk, and David Bradley. 
Most are pull-type pickers, circa 
1930s to 1960s. His favorites are 
the John Deere 200, of course, and 
the Great American picker. 

He finds pickers at auctions, 
in advertisements, and collectors 
contact him. “They come to me and 
want me to buy their picker. I guess 
that’s why they call me Corn Picker 
Bob.”

Bob has many corn picker 
stories to tell. One of his favorites 
is when he received a phone call 
from a young man who asked if he 
had a Great American picker. The 
young man was worried about his 
grandpa’s memory but was pretty 

sure he worked on the Great America picker. He brought his grandpa to see 
Bob’s Great American picker. The grandpa kept patting the picker and said, ‘I 
helped develop the gear box’.

Part of the collector experience for Bob is restoring pickers into working 
machines. He orders parts from various sources, including Ebay, and follows the 
old owner/operator manuals to repair them. “Restoring pickers involves freeing 
everything up. It gets bound up so I take the chains off, use penetrating oil, put 
the chains back on and get the parts moving again,” explained Bob. ►

Bob Johnson demonstrates the use of one-row corn pickers at historical days. He also 
collects attachments, like this John Deere stalk lifter, mounted on the side of his tractor.

Pickers are lined up on the Johnson Farm, northeast of 
Sycamore. Bob Johnson has 25 pickers in his collection.
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Bob uses a John Deere 300 2-row pull-type picker to harvest ear corn from 
his fields. He then bags the corn and sells it as squirrel corn to a local store. 
He also operates a JD 127 one-row mounted picker to demonstrate their use 
at historical days such as the Half Century of Progress in Rantoul and at the 
Bos Brothers historic farm in Geneseo. Additionally, he has hosted picking 
demonstrations at his farm located northeast of Sycamore.

Collection Leads to “Corn Pickers” Book
Corn Picker Bob had accumulated years of literature relating to the picker 

machines. He decided it was time to do something with it. Along with his 
wife, Phyllis, they both wanted to preserve this farm history. 

“Everyone wanted information and we wanted to share it with them,” said 
Phyllis. “Many remember their grandpa’s picker and they wanted to know 
more.”

Phyllis, a writer, was determined to develop a book about the history of 
corn pickers with Bob’s help. They spent two years researching and writing 
the book: “Corn Pickers and The Inventors Who Dreamed Them Up.”  

The book features chapters about each of the major manufacturing 
companies of corn huskers; early inventors; several illustrations of patents; 
photos from farm families, archives and historical societies; chapters on 
farmers helping farmers pick corn; corn picker contests; and just about 
everything else you want to know about corn pickers from 1850 to 1970. 

The “Corn Pickers” book traces the 
evolution of the picker powered by 
horses and then tractors. It contains 
compilations of newspaper and 
newsletter articles that frame the 
importance of this mechanization 
in agriculture. The book also has 
notes from Bob and Phyllis that add 
personalization to the chapters.

The book was completed and 
printed in August 2017 with over 800 
pages and 1,500 photos. In the first 
printing, they had 125 copies made 
which they took to the Half Century 
of Progress Show. They weren’t quite 
sure how many they would sell. At 
that show, they sold out! They are 
now in their fourth printing of books, 
having sold over 500 copies.

Bob claims book sales increased 
based on the forward in the book 
written by radio broadcaster Max 
Armstrong. Max became friends with 
Bob at one of the Heritage Tractor 
Adventures several years ago. The 
two struck up a conversation about 
their interest in corn pickers – both of 
them had John Deere 200 pickers – 
and before long Max was calling him 
Corn Picker Bob.  

Another boost for the Johnsons 
was a promotion of their book in 
the Green Magazine for John Deere 
enthusiasts. More recently they 
have been featured in Illinois Farm 
Bureau’s FarmWeek newspaper – 
the Johnsons are DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau members – and Illinois 
AgriNews newspaper. 

The “Corn Picker” book is available 
to purchase online at: www.
cornpickerbook.com for $135.

Their next book venture is already 
in the works. Bob and Phyllis are 
planning to publish a photo book 
on corn cribs. They have taken 
hundreds of pictures of corn cribs in 
their travels and have done extensive 
research on these farm structures. 

Bob says he plans to maintain and 
perhaps add to his picker collection. 
Phyllis likes to collect walking plows 
– she has 30. 

Locals who know Corn Picker Bob 
also know him as Mailman Bob, 
their rural mail carrier in Sycamore. 
He’s delivered his book to some on 
his route and the CONNECTIONS 
magazine too. And finally, there’s 
Farmer Bob who appreciates his farm 
roots and heritage. ■

Phyllis and Bob Johnson worked on their “Corn Pickers” book for two years. They have 
sold over 500 copies of their attractive and informative book. 
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In the early 1900s farmers picked corn by hand. One farmer could pick 60 bushels 
of corn in one day or about one acre. With a hand peg, a farmer would strip the ear 
of corn from the stalk and throw it in a wooden box wagon oftentimes hitting the 
bang board sides of the wagon.

Today, farmers use combines 
to harvest field corn. An 8-row 
combine harvests 800 bushels 
in an hour or about 80 acres a 
day on average. The combine 
gets its name from “combining” 
the two functions of picking 
and threshing the grain. It strips 
the ear of corn from the stalk, 
threshes and shells the corn and 
transfers the shelled corn into 
a tank above the machine. The 
chaff is spread out the back onto 
the field. The grain in the holding 
tank is then augered into a grain 
cart and then into a semi-truck. 
Today most corn is stored in 
grain bins. ■

Farmers used mechanized corn pickers from 
about 1930 to 1970. A two-row picker picked 
about 800 bushels of ear corn per day or about 
16-18 acres. The machine would pick and husk 
the ear of corn and elevate it into a wagon. 
Then, the corn was stored in corn cribs and 
later shelled with a sheller.

Verner Johnson 
picked corn by 
hand in 1930. He 
used a palm hook. 

Walter Wilson, 
father of DeKalb 
County resident 
Janet (Wilson) 
Cullison, is shown 
in the early 1940s 
with his 2-row 
corn picker.

Corn Harvest: Then & Now
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Honey Hill Orchard
Kathy Bock & Family 
11783 Waterman Rd., Waterman 
815-264-3337 
www.honeyhillorchard.com

Apples, honey, raspberries, pumpkins, 
squash, Indian corn, apple cider, apple 
pies, cider donuts, caramel apples. 
Open daily 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. thru  
Oct. 31. Wagon rides, farm petting 
zoo, children’s straw bale maze.

You’ll find fresh, delicious apples, and all sizes and varieties of 
pumpkins, along with other produce and fall ornamentals at local farm 

stands and orchards this fall. Here’s a list of Farm Bureau members who 
are included in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Farm Products Directory.

The Pumpkin Place of Genoa 
Matt & Marina Krueger Family
16028 Melms Road
Marengo, IL 60135
847-942-1856 
mfkrueger@gmail.com

Pumpkins, gourds, squash,  
straw bales, stackers, cornstalks. 
Open daily 9 a.m. –  8 p.m.  
thru Oct. 31.

Johnson’s Pumpkin Stand  
& Corn Maze
Dean & Charlene Johnson 
1765 W. State St., Sycamore 
815-895-3752 
www.johnsonspumpkinsandmaze.com

Pumpkins, gourds, squash, corn stalks,  
broom corn, Indian corn, straw bales, 
bittersweet. Open daily 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.  
thru Oct. 31. Corn mazes.

Jonamac Orchard
Gerald, Mary Lynn, Kevin & Denice McArtor,  
Mike & Jenna Spychal 
19412 Shabbona Rd., Malta 
815-825-2158 
www.jonamacorchard.com

Apples, pumpkins, apple cider, apple pies, cider 
donuts, caramel apples, fall ornamentals. Apple 
train, farm petting zoo, corn maze, children’s maze & 
playland. Open daily 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. thru Oct. 31. 
In November, open Weds. - Sun. thru Nov. 22.
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For additional information go to www.dekalbfarmbureau.org under 
“Publications” click on the Farm Products Directory. Farm Bureau 
members who would like to be added to the directory listing may 
contact the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361, or complete the 
online form. ■

Wessels Family Farm
Rob Wessels 
2023 Sycamore Rd., DeKalb 
815-751-1780

Sweet corn thru Sept., 30. Pumpkins, apples, 
gourds, mums, corn stalks, straw bales thru 
Oct. 31. Open daily 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Theis Farm
Barbara Pondelick 
6N953 County Line Rd., Maple Park 
815-757-1090 
www.theisfarmmarket.com

Pumpkins and squash. Open thru Oct. 31, 
Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sundays 10 
a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Yaeger’s Farm Market
Mark Yaeger 
14643 State Rt. 38, DeKalb 
815-756-6005 
www.yaegersfarmmarket.com

Larson Family Farm
Steve & Rhonda Larson 
4404 Somonauk Rd., Sandwich 
815-786-2249 
www.larsonfamilyfarm.com

Pumpkins. Open weekends only 
in October, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Last day of pumpkin season, 
Oct. 27. Special events – 
October, hay rides, farm tours, 
and hay ride with bonfire, by 
reservation. Weekend hay rides 
1 - 4 p.m. 

Wackerlin Farm
Eric & Tina Wackerlin 
16645 Lasher Rd., Hinckley 
815-739-8794

Fall farm stand located at corner of Rt. 23 & Rt. 30, 
Waterman. Pumpkins, gourds, squash, broom corn, Indian 
corn, mums, straw bales. Open Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m. – 6 p.m., 
Sat. & Sun. 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. thru Oct. 31.

Pumpkins, gourds, squash, apples, pie fillings, 
mums, perennials, corn stalks, Indian corn, 
straw bales. Open Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
Sun. 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. thru Oct. 31. Hayrides, 
harvest playland, corn maze.
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TRIPS

See the Nov. 14 musical at Drury Lane Theatre
Based on the beloved Academy Award winning Disney film, this nine-time 
Tony nominated musical continues to win the hearts of people. Trapped in her 
provincial town life, Belle, an intelligent young beauty, risks everything to 
become the heroine of her own story and break a wicked spell imprisoning a 
castle full of enchanting misfits and a terrifying beast.

Farm Bureau has purchased tickets for “Beauty and The Beast” at Drury 
Lane Theatre in Oakbrook for the Wednesday, Nov. 14 matinee show. 

Before the show, Farm Bureau members will enjoy a served lunch featuring 
a choice between seared chicken, grilled salmon or roast turkey and stuffing, 
with vegetables, a mixed green salad, freshly baked breads, dessert and 
beverages in the dining room.

Cost of this day trip is $84 for members, $94 for guests. Cost includes 
motor coach transportation, lunch and “Beauty & The Beast” musical at 
Drury Lane. 

Farm Bureau members may register for this day trip by visiting or calling 
the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361. Credit card or check payments 
accepted. 

The motor coach will depart from the Farm Bureau building at 10 a.m. and return 
after the show, approximately 5:30 p.m. ■

“Beauty & The Beast” on stage

Coming to Lincolnshire in December
“Holiday Inn” is one of the favorite classical Christmas movies of all times 

and soon to be musical at Marriott Theatre.
Irving Berlin’s “Holiday Inn” tells the story of Jim, who leaves the bright 

lights of show business behind to settle down on his farmhouse in Connecticut. 
But life just isn’t the same without a bit of song and dance. He turns the 
farmhouse into a fabulous inn with dazzling performances to celebrate each 
holiday. 

Based on the classic film, this joyous musical features dance numbers 
and songs including, “Blue Skies,” “Steppin’ Out With My Baby,” “White 
Christmas” and many more.

Farm Bureau has 
reserved a block of 
tickets for the “Holiday 
Inn” matinee at the 
Marriott Theatre 
in Lincolnshire for 
Wednesday, Dec. 5.

Before the show, 
Farm Bureau members 
will dine in the 
newly renovated 

Marriott dining room and choose 
between a New York strip steak or 
grilled chicken breast lunch served 
with rolls, vegetables, dessert and 
beverage. 

Cost of this day trip is $86 for 
members, $96 for guests. Cost 
includes lunch and the musical 
at the Marriott and motor coach 
transportation. 

Motor coach departs from the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau at 9:30 
a.m. and returns following the show, 
approximately 5 p.m.

Farm Bureau members may register 
for this trip beginning Monday, Oct. 
1 at 8 a.m. by visiting or calling 
the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-
6361. Credit card or check payments 
accepted. Remaining spaces will be 
sold at the Prime Timers luncheon 
at 11 a.m. and thereafter at the Farm 
Bureau office. ■

A Christmas classic: “Holiday Inn” musical
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PRIME TIMERS

Defensive Driving 
Course for seniors 

A Defensive Driving Course is 
being offered to persons 55 years 
and over on Tuesday, Oct. 2 and 
Wednesday, Oct. 3 at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau. 

The two-day course is being 
sponsored by DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau and the DeKalb County 
COUNTRY® Financial agency.

The course runs from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. each day at the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Building. Participants 
must attend both sessions in order to 
be certified and also receive a discount 
on their automobile insurance. 

The classes will be presented by 
accredited instructor Doug Sommer, 
also a member of the National Safety 
Council.

There is a $20 per person fee to 
participate. Fee includes materials and 
lunch. To register, contact the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau office, 815-756-
6361. 

Those 55 and over who complete 
the two-day class will receive a 
certificate which can be taken to their 
insurance agent for a discount on their 
automobile insurance. COUNTRY 
Financial offers a discount to those 
seniors who complete this course. ■

Register soon for the Defensive Driving 
Course for seniors, Oct. 2-3, with Doug 
Sommer instructing the course.

Hear the latest on county crimes 
from the Sheriff himself, Roger Scott.

Sheriff Scott and staff members will 
provide Prime Timers with a snapshot 
overview of three areas involving law 
enforcement – crimes, scams and the 
new county jail. 

The Sheriff’s Office staff will be the 
featured guest speakers at the Oct. 1 
Prime Timers program. 

Sheriff Scott will provide a general 
overview and will be joined by Sgt. 
Dave Aranda discussing Rural Crimes 
in DeKalb County; Detective John 
Holiday addressing Current/Recent 
Scams; and Chief of Corrections 
Joyce Klein providing an update on 
the New County Jail.   

Join Farm Bureau Prime Timers for 
this informative program on Monday, 
Oct. 1 at 1 p.m. in the Farm Bureau 
Theater. Before the program, lunch 
will be served at 12-noon in the 
Auditorium. Lunch fee is $7 payable 

Sheriff Roger Scott and staff members 
will update Prime Timers on county law 
enforcement interest areas at the Oct. 1 
program held at Farm Bureau.

County Snapshot: Crimes,  
Scams & The New County Jail

by Sept. 25. Contact the Farm Bureau 
office to register.

Farm Bureau members 55+ years 
are welcome to attend the lunch and 
program. ■

Maintaining a normal blood pressure 
is vital to good health.

Learn how to manage your blood 
pressure with the evidence-based 
DASH (Dietary Approaches to 
Stop Hypertension) Eating Plan at 
the Monday, Nov. 5 Prime Timers 
program.

Prime Timers, Farm Bureau 
members 55+ years, are welcome to 
attend this informational program 
and also have their blood pressure 
checked. 

Presenters are Marci Millburg 
and Lisa Cummings, RNs, with 
Northwestern Medicine Kishwaukee 
Hospital Community Wellness. They 

Seniors: Learn how to manage blood pressure
will help Prime Timers identify 
individual risk factors for high blood 
pressure and learn dietary strategies 
such as eating fruits and vegetables 
and reducing sodium intake. 
Information will also be provided on 
the new blood pressure guidelines 
and how to read nutrition facts labels.

Free blood pressure checks will be 
provided from 11 a.m. until noon.

At noon, Prime Timers will be 
served lunch and following lunch 
will be the informational program 
beginning at 1 p.m. 

To register for lunch, contact the 
Farm Bureau office by Oct. 30 and 
pay the $7 lunch fee. ■



26      CONNECTIONS    Sept./Oct. 2018

The Kishwaukee Airport

A glimpse of local history

In its heyday, Electric Park was the entertainment center in the DeKalb/
Sycamore area. At Electric Park there was a huge dance pavilion, baseball 
diamond, a theatre, and other attractions. One such attraction, in 1912, was  
Bud Mars, the great aviator.   

At a Knights of Columbus picnic at Electric Park, it was estimated 2,500 
to 5,000 turned out to see the aviator soar above the crowd, landing in a corn 
field. It was an exciting time for early flights.

Eventually, a more permanent air field was established near Electric Park 
on the Salkawske Farm. Brothers Joe and Al Salkawske and partner Ed 
Schoemperlen managed the airport. Along with the air field, there was a flight 
school to make the venture more financially successful.  

The Kishwaukee Airport, Inc. was incorporated in 1945 at Electric Park to 
operate a flying field, to rent and sell planes and accessories, to conduct a flying 
school, to do aerial photography and advertising, and to transport passengers 
and freight by plane.  

It was located between DeKalb and Sycamore, one-half mile west of Electric 
Park corners, just west of the current bridge. In 1946 it opened for business. 
The inaugural flight service for a DC-3 flight to California lifted off July 
14, 1946. The flight had a capacity for 21 passengers and a crew of three. In 
addition to a captain-pilot and a co-pilot, the crew included a hostess who 
served the meals and refreshments and catered to the needs of the passengers 
during the flight.  

The field at Kishwaukee Airport was designed for light planes used by 
private flyers, but the field was big enough for the DC-3.  

Not everyone was pleased to have the airfield in the area. In 1947, the 
Sycamore Police Department and Sheriff’s Office received many calls from 
citizens because a plane was reported at an altitude of 100 feet or less over 
Sycamore. Two bus drivers who reported the plane said they were ready to 
jump from the buses when the plane pulled up into the air.  

The Kishwaukee Airport opened in 1946. Shown is the hanger and a DC-3 airplane that was on 
display for viewing in Electric Park at the air field located between DeKalb and Sycamore.

This advertisement, April 19, 1946, 
promoted a new Aeronca airplane at the 
Kishwaukee Airport.

In 1950, after some recent heavy rains, 
a news article in the Daily Chronicle 
warned, “Don’t attempt to land at 
Kishwaukee Airport unless you have 
pontoons on your plane. It’s closed to air 
traffic because of several acres of water.”   

The airport quickly became a 
popular place. Air races, wing walkers, 
barnstorming, and spot-landing contests 
were just some of the entertainment 
provided by the planes.  

In 1950, the DeKalb/Sycamore area 
boasted two airports, the Kishwaukee 
Airport and the DeKalb Municipal 
Airport. The DeKalb City Council, in 

1951, authorized a contract 
that allowed Kishwaukee 
Airport to manage the 
DeKalb Municipal Airport. 
As part of this contract 
Kishwaukee Airport, Inc. 
moved its facilities from 
the airport by Electric Park 
to the DeKalb Municipal 
Airport and discontinued 
the activities at Electric 
Park. ■
Information provided by 
the Joiner History Room, 
DeKalb County Archives
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2018 DeKalb County Plat Books
The 2018 DeKalb County Land Atlas and Plat Book is 

available to purchase from the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. 
This newest edition, published by Rockford Map 

Publishers, is available for purchase for $25 (members) or 
$50 (non-members) from the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
office.

Plat books are a great reference tool for landowners and 
business owners. ■

Voters Guide
The DeKalb County 

Farm Bureau Voters 
Guide is coming 
to your mailbox in 
October. Farm Bureau members will receive this Voters 
Guide featuring contested races of candidates serving 
DeKalb County and a specimen ballot for the Nov. 6 General 
Election.

Watch for the Voters Guide! ■

Stop by the Farm Bureau office and pick up a free 
2019 DeKalb County Farm Bureau wall calendar. 

Choose between a calendar which features an 
assortment of “Barns” or the “Antique Tractors” 
calendar showcasing several vintage tractors, while 
supplies last.

Farm Bureau members are limited to one calendar 
per membership. ■

Farm Bureau Member Benefits

2019 Calendars  
now available

Manage your  
membership at MyIFB

As part of an effort to enhance the 
membership experience, Illinois Farm 
Bureau has launched MyIFB, www.myifb.
org.

The MyIFB website makes it easier to join 
the Farm Bureau or manage your DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau membership. You can:

• Access member benefits
• Print your membership card 
• Join, renew or reinstate your membership
• Manage your membership information
• And much more.
MyIFB replaces the former Illinois Farm 

Bureau Member Center. If members created 
an account at the old site, their credentials 
will transfer so there is no need to register 
again.

If you are new to the site, you will need 
your membership number to create an 
account. That information can be found on 
existing membership cards, dues renewal 
statements, or from DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau by calling 815-756-6361. ■
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Are you interested in agriculture and between the ages of 18-35? Join the 
DeKalb County Young Leaders for opportunities to tour agribusinesses, 
meet new friends, develop professional skills, and make a difference within 
your community. 

Discussion Meet Merits
Jake Willrett (standing left) and Christian Thurwanger (standing right) represented DeKalb County in the district-level Discussion Meet in 
August. Participants discussed how to get the brightest minds in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) to work in the agriculture 
industry. They also conversed about how Farm Bureau can create more value for members. Christian Thurwanger advanced to the statewide 
Discussion Meet scheduled for December and Jake Willrett placed as an alternate.

Cookout & Conversation
The Young Leaders met in August for a 
cookout at Karl Faivre’s family pond in 
DeKalb. (Above) Paul Koeppen and his 
daughter Erin, 5, caught a Bass during 
the cookout.

Young Leaders in Action

For information about upcoming Young Leader events follow us on  
Facebook at http://bit.ly/2nsfxfm or email aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org.
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It’s harvest time, which is 
an opportune time to give 
a gift of grain. 

A gift of grain is another 
option of charitable giving. The 
value of the grain can be used to 
support much needed charitable 
causes in our local community.

Farmers may donate corn 
or soybeans by delivering 
grain to a commercial elevator 
and designate it to the gift of 
grain account. Grain donations 
may be directed to either the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Foundation for Agriculture or 
the DeKalb County Community Foundation. 

These two local Foundations are collaborating to promote 
philanthropy among the agriculture community. Farmers and 
landowners may earmark grain donations for specific initiatives. Some 
include: agriculture awareness, education, community development, 
literacy, local charities, natural resources, nonprofit support, 
scholarships and other programs.

By giving a gift of grain 
(instead of cash) farmers 
can realize a tax savings 
by not having to declare 
the amount of grain gifted as income for their farm. The grain gift would 
result in a savings of self-employment tax, federal and state income tax, and 
at the same time 100% would go to charity.

“It’s a lot easier to truck grain from the field and donate bushels instead of 
cash,” said Bill Mullins, Shabbona farmer. “And it doesn’t show up on your 
farm income, which is especially good in a lean year.” At harvest, Mullins 
will be donating a gift of grain to the Foundations.

Area elevators have the gift of grain information to help farmers with the 
grain donation. Once the grain has been donated, the elevator will sell it at 
the spot closing price on the day of the delivery for the gift of grain account 
which has been established at the Community Foundation. The Community 
Foundation will receive the monetary donation and disburse funds to the 
intended charitable group. 

For more information about the gift of grain contact: Mariam Wassmann, 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture, 815-756-6361, or 
Dan Templin, DeKalb County Community Foundation, 815-748-5383. ■

FOUNDATION

Give a Gift of Grain this fall
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First-time visitors 
to Ag Literacy 
Coordinator Rhodora 
Collins’ office often 
exclaim, “Wow, I 
didn’t know you had 
all these resources!” 
Her office doubles 
as Farm Bureau’s 
resource library. 
As such, it contains 
shelves packed 
with educational 
kits, books, and 
publications—all 
intended for use by 
teachers and students. 
Until now, however, 
awareness of these 
resources has been largely limited to 
workshop participants who have seen 
the items in person.

All that changes with the launch 
of our agricultural literacy website, 
GrowYoungMinds.org. The new site 
is designed especially for educators 
and others looking for resources to 
help educate about food and farming.

The CLASSROOM TOOLS 
section is a key feature of the site. 
Here, DeKalb County teachers will 
be able to easily view and request 
items available on loan from the 

More than 60 thematic 
resource kits are available 
to view and request in the 
Classroom Tools section 
of GrowYoungMinds.org. 
The descriptive page for 
each kit includes a photo, 
description and list of kit 
contents.

Grow Young Minds new ag lit website
AG LITERACY

ag literacy resource library. The 
CLASSROOM TOOLS section 
will also include Hot Topics 
and Farm Facts areas, where 
teachers can download classroom-
appropriate fact pages and articles 
on food and farm topics.

Site visitors will also find:
• Details about our PROGRAMS 

& EVENTS for students, 
like Ag in the Classroom 
Presentations and the Food 
for Thought Placemat Design 
Contest

• Information about 
PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT for teachers, 
like the Summer Ag Institute and 
workshop opportunities

• A FARM FIELD TRIPS section 
which includes our transportation 
grant

• How to SUPPORT ag literacy 
by volunteering for Ag in the 
Classroom or donating to our 
Foundation.
Take a look at GrowYoungMinds.

org and tell us what you think! ■
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Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

Revisiting our objectives
I had a stickler of an elementary 

education professor in college. The 
most memorable feature I can recall 
from her courses (aside from failing 
a case-study assignment—it’s a 
long story) is how strict she was 
about our lesson plans. I remember 
hating having to write them because 
she insisted on excruciating 
thoroughness. 

So what single skill have I most 
often used in my professional career 
since college? Writing lesson plans, 
of course. Even though I’m not a 
classroom teacher, every time I plan a 
new program or project, I write some 
version of a lesson plan.

According to my professor’s rules, 
the first and most important thing 
to establish when writing a lesson 
plan is your objectives. As in, what 
do you want your students to know 
or be able to do when the lesson is 
over? The rest of the plan: materials, 
anticipatory set (a.k.a. attention-getter 
or interest approach), procedure, 
reflection, and assessment should 
revolve around the objectives. 

It’s easy, when developing a plan 
of any sort, to get lost in the weeds 
and lose sight of where you were 
going. I am notorious for chasing 

squirrels as I plan any presentation 
or program—“Ooo, I can show this 
cool demonstration! Oh, I should 
share this book/website. Hey, what 
if I incorporate this fun activity?” 
Because of this tendency, I have lots 
of practice forcing myself to circle 
back and say to myself, “Wait. What 
are my objectives? How does this 
idea fit?”

That brings me to our new ag 
literacy website, GrowYoungMinds.
org, going live this month. It’s 
new, it’s shiny, it’s engaging, and 
it contains a ton of information and 
resources. But I had been wishing for 
and working on this website for so 

long that eventually I 
started to question my 
sanity in wanting to 
have it developed in 
the first place. “Was 
this the right thing to 
do? Will it actually 
be useful? What was I 
thinking?”

Of course, the answer to those 
questions is to circle back again 
and ask: “What are my objectives?” 
To increase agricultural literacy, 
obviously. Okay, but what IS 
agricultural literacy? The National 
Agriculture in the Classroom 
Organization helpfully defines 
an agriculturally literate person 
as one who “understands and can 
communicate the source and value of 
agriculture as it affects our quality of 
life.”

I’m confident that over time our 
new site will help to accomplish our 

objective of increasing ag literacy. 
It does a great job showcasing what 
we have available for area educators 
who impact thousands of students 
every day. Teachers will be able to 
view and request a wealth of teaching 
resources. They will also have at 
their fingertips the dates, details, 
and deadlines for all our popular 
programs, like Ag in the Classroom, 
the Food for Thought Placemat 
Design Contest, and our Summer Ag 
Institute.

Educators and others will be able to 
quickly access dozens of fact sheets 
and articles about farm and food 
topics. We’ll be sharing our own 
educational videos and favorites from 
elsewhere. We’ll also link to other 
reliable resources for agricultural 
information—favorites of ours that 
nevertheless might not be the first 
sites that pop up in a Google search.

The mission of our agricultural 
literacy program is to promote 
awareness, understanding, and 
knowledge of modern agriculture in 
DeKalb County. GrowYoungMinds.
org is another tool to help us do just 
that. Go check it out! ■

I’m confident that over time our new site will 
help to accomplish our objective of increasing 
ag literacy. It does a great job showcasing what 
we have available for area educators who impact 
thousands of students every day.
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• Photo contest is open to local, 
amateur photographers.

• Take photographs of any DeKalb 
County barns and other farm 
buildings like corn cribs and sheds. 
They do not need to be buildings 
that you own. 

Best of Barns Photo Contest
Snap a photo of a barn and enter our photo contest.

• Photos may include the entire 
structure, interior shots, or closer 
pictures of the buildings attributes.

• Make sure your camera or 
smartphone is set to the highest 
resolution for quality and your 
photo is sent at its original size. 
The submitted photo must be the 
photographer’s original work.

• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@
dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief 
description of the barn’s location 
and the city you are from.

• Each month a winning photo 
will be chosen and published in 
CONNECTIONS magazine. ■

Autumn Allure
Photo by Katie Witt

Photography is just a hobby for Hinckley native, Katie Witt. She loves taking pictures to capture memories. 
Although she doesn’t farm, Katie has “much respect for farmers and their families” and feels that farms 

make for great photos! Katie now lives in Sandwich with her husband and 4-year-old. 



Americans are buried in student debt. 
The COUNTRY Financial Security Index survey found 

Americans carrying an average of more than $36,000 of student 
loan debt. And with the cost of college having risen more than one 
thousand percent over the last 30 years, it’s no wonder the burden 
of student loans has become greater.

A majority of those surveyed agreed it is worth taking on student 
debt to pursue an education beyond high school (66 percent). Most 
also felt attending college or trade school was vital to their future success 
(86 percent).

But managing that student debt has become a concern.
One-third of Americans reported fears they would never be able to repay 

their student loans. Of those still working to pay off their loans, nearly half 
(48 percent) said they had missed a payment at least once.

The majority of those who missed a student loan payment did not do so 
because of an error or out of forgetfulness.

Instead those who missed the payments said it was because they simply 
did not have the funds to manage the debt.

Securing a better financial future  
The cost of education doesn’t appear to be going down any time in the 

foreseeable future.
Whether you’re a recent graduate who is entering the workforce for the 

first time or an experienced worker who’s continuing education, almost 
everyone can take some simple steps to better manage student loans.

Borrowers should consider these simple steps to manage student loans:
• Take a realistic look at post-college living expenses
• Create a budget for post-college life
• Understand loan restructuring and consolidation options
• Set long-term financial goals that incorporate saving and debt 

management.

Provided by COUNTRY Financial®
COUNTRY
Back to school, back to debt: Student loans

It’s certainly not uncommon for 
people to have a few thousand 
dollars of student debt after 
graduation. Once that diploma 
is in hand, an evaluation of their 
personal financial present is a 
smart way to create a future where 
student debt isn’t in the picture.

About the COUNTRY  
Financial® group 

The COUNTRY Financial 
group (www.countryfinancial.
com) serves about one million 
households and businesses 
throughout the United States and 
offers a full range of financial 
products and services from auto, 
home, business, farm and life 
insurance to retirement planning 
services, investment management 
and annuities. ■

www.countryfinancial.com

0818-094
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John Boesche inducted into 4-H Hall of Fame 
John Boesche of DeKalb was recently honored for years of service as a 

4-H volunteer.
John was one of 71 volunteers recognized by the Illinois 4-H Foundation 

as a 4-H Hall of Fame recipient during a ceremony Saturday, Aug. 14 at 
the Illinois State Fair in Springfield.

This year celebrated the 14-year 
anniversary of the award, said Angie 
Barnard, Illinois 4-H Foundation 
executive director. 

“These long-time volunteers fully embody what 4-H strives to instill 
in youth,” Barnard said. “They are caring, dedicated, generous leaders, 
and the Illinois 4-H Foundation is extremely proud to be able to provide 

this honor to each and every one of them to 
thank them for their service to this wonderful 
organization.”

“As a result of these volunteers’ years 
of service and leadership to Illinois 4-H,” 
Barnard said, “The program they love will 
continue to create wonderful opportunities for 
the young people whose lives it touches.”

The Illinois 4-H Foundation raises private 
funds that are invested in Illinois 4-H 
programs that provide meaningful, positive 
development experiences for Illinois youth to 
develop leadership, citizenship, and life skills. 
To learn more, visit: www.4hfoundation.
illinois.edu. ■John Boesche

Discover 4-H 
Have you heard about 4-H? Do you know 

what 4-H is all about? Would you like to know 
more about the local 4-H program? Then this 
opportunity is just for you!  

DeKalb County 4-H will be hosting 
“Discover 4-H” for area youth and their 
parents on Wednesday, Oct. 10 at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Building, 6:30-8 p.m.

4-H is a youth organization for boys and 
girls that are between the ages of 8 and 18 as 
of Sept.1. The 4-H program offers over 170 
different projects for youth to choose from. 
These projects range from computers, visuals 
arts, foods, wildlife, photography, rocketry, 
animals, entomology, woodworking and much 
more.

Additionally, 4-H offers a Cloverbud 
program for youth ages 5-7. 4-H Cloverbuds 
participate in hands-on learning activities to 
explore art, plants and animals, science, and 
the environment.

4-H members and leaders will be there 
to answer any questions regarding the 4-H 
program.

For more information contact the University 
of Illinois Extension office of DeKalb County 
at 815-758-8194. ■
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New Market Facilitation Program (MFP)
The Market Facilitation Program (MFP) provides direct 

payments to help corn, cotton, sorghum, soybean, wheat, 
dairy, and hog producers who have been directly impacted 
by illegal retaliatory tariffs, resulting in the loss of traditional exports. 

The MFP is established under the statutory authority of the Commodity Credit 
Corporation (CCC) Charter Act and is under the administration of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

Producers may apply for MFP now through Jan. 15, 2019.
Payments - A payment will be issued on the first 50 percent of the producer’s 
total production of the commodity. On or about Dec. 3, 2018, CCC will 
announce a second payment rate, if applicable, that will apply to the remaining 
50 percent of the producer’s production.

An MFP payment, based on at either the initial or second payment rate, will 
be made after a producer harvests 100 percent of the crop and certifies the 
amount of production.

The initial MFP rates are as follows: cotton $0.06 per pound; corn $0.01 per 
bushel; dairy $0.12 per cwt.; hogs $8.00 per head (number of head as of Aug. 1, 
2018); sorghum $0.86 per bushel; soybeans $1.65 per bushel; wheat $0.14 per 
bushel.
Calculation - The MFP payment equals 2018 total production of the producer 
times 50 percent times the MFP rate. For example, a producer who harvested 
100,000 bushels of wheat would receive an initial MFP payment totaling $7,000 
(100,000 bushels times 50 percent times $0.14 per bushel). A second payment, if 
available, may be issued using a different MFP rate.
Crops - If requested, a producer must provide supporting documentation as 
determined by CCC for the amount of production. The documentation must be 
verifiable or reliable records that substantiate the reported amounts. Examples of 
reliable production records include evidence provided by the participant that is 
used to substantiate the amount of production reported when verifiable records 
are not available, including copies of receipts, ledgers of income, income 
statements of deposit slips, register tapes, invoices for custom harvesting, and 
records to verify production costs, contemporaneous measurements, truck scale 
tickets, or contemporaneous diaries that are determined acceptable by the FSA 
county committee. 

Producers requesting a MFP payment must have a crop acreage report on file 
with FSA for MFP crop commodities. To be eligible for a MFP payment each 
producer is required to be a person or legal entity who was actively engaged in 
farming in 2018.

Dairy & Hog Production - The 
payment for dairy production is 
based on the historical production 
reported for the Margin Protection 
Program for Dairy (MPP-Dairy). 
For existing dairy operations, the 
production history is established 
using the highest annual milk 
production marketed during the 
full calendar years of 2011, 2012, 
and 2013. Dairy operations are also 
required to have been in operation 
on June 1, 2018.

Payment for hog operations will 
be based on the total number of 
head of live hogs on Aug. 1, 2018. 
Production records for hogs may 
include, but are not limited to, 
breeding records, inventory records, 
sales receipts, rendering receipts, or 
veterinary records.
Limitations - MFP payments are 
capped per person or legal entity 
as follows: A combined $125,000 
for eligible crop commodities; 
A combined $125,000 for dairy 
production and hogs.

MFP payments do not count 
against other 2014 Farm Bill 
payment limitations.
Eligibility - A producer must be in 
compliance with highly erodible 
land conservation and wetland 
conservation provisions, commonly 
referred to as the conservation 
compliance provisions. 

A producer’s average adjusted 
gross income may not exceed 
$900,000.

Where to File 
the Application

Producer’s 
will file their 
MFP application 
at one county 
office-their 
administrative 
county, for 
all farms-all 
counties-all 
states. ■



KNOW THE BENEFITS
ABOUT ILLINOIS LIVESTOCK FARMS

Visit www.ilfb.org/LivestockTruth for more information and to download a detailed report.

 TRUTH #1:
 Illinois Livestock 

Farms Rarely  
Cause  

Environmental  
Issues 

 TRUTH #2:
Illinois Livestock 

Farms are 
Environmentally  

Sustainable 

 TRUTH #3:
Livestock Farms  

are Economic  
Engines  

for Illinois 
 

 TRUTH #4:
Livestock Farms 

Create  
Opportunities  
to Bring the  

Next Generation 
Back to Illinois’ 

Rural Communities

Illinois livestock farms provide many benefits. 
Sometimes, these positives are overshadowed by 
misconceptions and misinformation. We’ve gathered 
facts and data from publicly available sources to tell 
several truths about Illinois livestock farms and the 
farmers who care for their animals, their environment, 
their neighbors and their communities.

Supporting a thriving livestock industry is  
essential to the future of Illinois’ environment and 
economy. Supporting livestock means supporting 
young farmers and the future of agriculture and  
our rural communities! 
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To solve the big challenges of tomorrow, 
start with simple steps today
At COUNTRY Financial®, we know that protecting the things you love and preparing 
for tomorrow start with simple steps. When you’re ready to start, we’re ready to help.

0817-500HC-65226-1/15/2018

#TakeSimpleSteps

Phil Hasz 
(815) 756-8026

Chris Patterson 
(815) 756-9536

Dean Miller 
(815) 748-7064

Curtis Burket 
(815) 786-2209

Kyle Groenhagen 
(815) 895-2005

Craig Popp 
(815) 756-9536

Gavin Wilson 
(815) 748-7064

Kathy Martin 
(815) 786-6584

Dan Howes 
(815) 756-9536

Mike Shipley 
(815) 756-9536

David Gingerich 
(815) 784-6688

Steve Klopfenstein  
(815) 824-2920



DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178


