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Sending our warmest thoughts and best wishes for a wonderful  

holiday and a Happy New Year.

www.conservfs.com

Wishing 
you a  
bright 
holiday 
season!
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Calendar
DECEMBER
Dec. 24-25
Christmas Holiday
Farm Bureau offi ce closed

Dec. 31
New Year’s Holiday
Farm Bureau offi ce closed

JANUARy
Jan. 1
New Year’s Holiday
Farm Bureau offi ce closed

Jan. 7
The Wacky Keys Trio
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by Jan. 2

Jan. 9-10
Northern Illinois Farm Show
NIU Convocation Center, DeKalb

Jan. 24
AITC Volunteer Training
For classroom presentations
6:30 p.m.

FEBRUARy
Feb. 4
Historical Markers of DeKalb County
By Donna Langford
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by Jan. 29

Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture unless
otherwise noted. For most meeting reservations contact 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau offi  ce, 815-756-6361.

Follow us!
 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine

www.CultivateConnections.org

Farm Bureau Main Site
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org

Foundation for Agriculture
www.PlantALegacy.org

Ag Literacy
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

 twitter.com/DCFBureau
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Christmas Family Traditions
As the Christmas season approaches it 

reminds us of our family traditions. 
As a young child, I was introduced to my 

Norwegian ethnicity with specialty sweet treats 
like lefsa and kringla. I looked forward to 
indulging in these pastry-type desserts every 
Christmas when my mother made them for our 
farm family. 

Besides baking, our Norwegian heritage was taken to a whole new level one 
year when we were asked to sing the pinnacle of Norwegian songs, “Jeg er sa 
glad hver julekveld” at our country church. Of course my mother agreed to this 
musical feat featuring her oldest children in a church quartet. I’m not sure we 
had much of a say in the matter but we all knew it would require practicing 
lyrics in between milking cows and feeding calves. 

On Christmas Eve, we would sing the Norwegian verses and then the rest of 
the congregation would sing the English verses of “I am so glad each Christmas 
Eve.” I think we made our parents and grandparents proud enunciating as best 
we could those strange Norwegian words in each of the three verses and singing 
in our “very best church voices.”   

Flash forward to Christmas a few years ago. I brought out the old church 
hymnal and my siblings began singing the Norwegian song. Granted, our 
angelic youthful voices had changed, but we still belted out the lyrics and 
impressed one another after all these years! It was fi tting that we celebrated with 
some of my homemade lefsa.  

From our family to yours, I hope you embrace your family traditions. god jul! ■

Find the pine cone and win!
Let’s see if you can fi nd the pine 

cone (resembling the one above) in this 
month’s issue of our magazine and be 
eligible to win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-
756-6361, by Dec. 28 for your chance to 
win. Hint: It’s not on page 3 or 5.

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact 
description of the location of the pine 
cone on that page. You will also need to 
include your name, address and phone 
number in the email.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the corn kernel 
contest was Allen Shearer of Sycamore. 
The corn kernel was hidden on page 34 
on the library shelf, middle of the photo.
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By the
 NUMBERS

More  
Than 
Decor
Pine cones are common household 

décor this time of year. We tend to 

call all cones “pine” but they are 

actually different for every type of 

evergreen tree… spruce cones, 

fir cones, etc. The cones grow on 

evergreens to protect the tree’s 

seeds within their scaly, wood 

exterior. There are 2 seeds nestled 

under every individual scale of a 

pine cone. 

The most common evergreen 

in Illinois is the White Pine. Pine 

cones remain on White Pines for an 

average of 2 years but can stay for 

nearly 10 years on some evergreen 

trees! Then, they fall to the ground 

and often end up on your Christmas 

wreath!

Sources: Illinois DNR, Morton Arboretum 
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Growing Christmas Trees
A farmer plants evergreen seedlings 
on his farm and seven years later is 
selling them as Christmas trees.

Joe Bybee started growing 
Christmas trees on his family farm 
simply because he likes “planting the 
evergreen trees and watching them 
grow.” His three acres of Christmas 
trees also complement another 
33 acres of CRP (Conservation 
Reserve Program) with prairie grass, 
windbreaks, waterways and two ponds.

In a visit to the Bybee Christmas 
Tree Farm, you can’t help but love the 
quaintness of this family farm, that 
is, once you fi nd it! It’s located a few 
miles northwest of Lee on Herman 
Road, down a winding gravel lane to 
their hidden place in the woods. 

Before you get to the Christmas 
trees you see a set of small charming 
buildings, which Joe built. A cabin 
with a wood stove, where people pay 
for their tree and enjoy cookies and 
cocoa. A workshop where the Bybees 
assemble wreaths. And a garden shed 
to store supplies. Oh, and there’s the 
outhouse, too!

There are 2,000 Christmas trees 
growing at the Bybee Farm; they 
have sold about 250 trees this holiday 
season. This is their fi fth year for 

selling the White 
Pine and Caanan Fir 
varieties. 

“It’s been a good 
year for trees,” said 
Joe. He calls himself 
the “utility and 
production guy” who 
plants and shapes the 
trees, mows strips of 

grass between the trees and handles 
weed control, among other things. 
He’s a tree farmer on weekends 
and on weekdays he works for the 
Illinois Department of Agriculture. 
Years ago, Joe was a grain farmer 
who farmed as much as 600 acres of 
corn and soybeans, with his mother.

“The best part about growing 
and selling Christmas trees is it 
brings the entire family home (from 
Springfi eld and Chicago),” says Joe. 
His wife Pam agrees, “The whole 
family helps with weekend tree 
sales.”

Daughter, Lizzy, and husband, 
Nathan Bailey, take charge of 
assembling and decorating the 
wreaths, mantel pieces, and crosses 
for customers. And grandchildren 
Evie, Jack, Joseph and Henry help 
where needed (especially with the 
cookies, candy canes and cocoa). 
Sons Andrew and Sam shake, bale 
and secure trees for transport. ►

Nathan Bailey assembles 
a wreath in the Bybee 
workshop. Nathan and 
his wife Lizzy (Bybee) 
and their children 
return home for three 
consecutive weekends 
to help with tree sales.

Joe Bybee (center) enjoys talking to families which come to his farm to pick and cut their 
own Christmas tree. He has three acres of trees and sells about 250 trees annually.
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Real Christmas Trees 
Benefi t the Environment
• Christmas trees absorb carbon dioxide 

and other gases and emit fresh oxygen.

• Trees stabilize soil, protect water supplies 
and provide refuge for wildlife.

• Christmas trees are renewable and recyclable. 
Source: National Christmas Tree Association 

The Bybee Christmas Tree Farm 
attracts local, young families as well 
as a few from the western suburbs. 
Pam, a DeKalb school teacher, 
especially enjoys seeing some of her 
former students who now are adults 
with families. 

“We like to keep it simple for 
our family and for other families,” 
says Joe. That’s why they are only 
open the three weekends after 
Thanksgiving.

“We build relationships and love 
seeing families come back year after 
year,” said Pam. ■

“The best part about growing and 
selling Christmas trees is it brings 
the entire family home.” – Joe Bybee

Pam and Joe Bybee started selling Christmas trees at their Lee farm fi ve years ago.

Sam Bybee shakes loose needles from a tree with the help of his nephew 
Jack Bailey for a customer.

Lizzy Bybee Bailey decorates mantel pieces with 
evergreens from the farm.
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Through A Child’s Eyes
This time of year it’s natural to be overwhelmed by the hustle and bustle 

of the holidays. Calendars are packed solid with parties, pageants and 
programs. Our shopping lists grow like weeds and we scramble to capture 
the best deals and stretch our hard earned cash in the spirit of giving. 

At the beginning of December, our fi ve year old ran into our living room 
clapping her hands with delight. “Mama, how many more sleeps until 
Christmas?” she squealed, jumping up and down. I thought to myself, 
wow, this is going to be a looooong holiday season!

But as the days passed, I noted her enthusiasm for the holidays in the 
everyday occurrences. It caused me to stop and refl ect on what this time of 
year looks like through a child’s eyes. 

Think about the snow storms this time of year. To us, a heavy snowfall 
means lots of work, from shoveling sidewalks and driveways to plowing 
snow for the roads and neighbors. 

But to a child, they see glistening, glittery snowfl akes falling from the 
sky with abundance. With every dropping fl ake, they see an opportunity to 
transform fl uff y, growing heaps of frozenness into a winter playland. Piles 
of snow are the makings of snowman families and forts, and of course, the 
possibility of every school-aged child’s dream - a SNOW DAY!!

A simple drive through our sleepy little town calls for ooohs and ahhhs of 
delight from the backseat of our car. Tiny voices cheer with delight at the lights 
hung from street lights and adorning households and trees. An infl atable Santa 
or a white lighted reindeer herd calls for applause and giggles. The lights are 
always there year after year, but they’re appreciated by kids as if they’re there 
for the fi rst time, ever!

Each December our family takes an excursion to the holiday train in 
Waterman. To be honest, in adult terms, it’s a little train that takes us on 
a one lap journey around the perimeter of the park. But to our kids, they 
might as well be riding the Polar Express! There’s always a scramble for 
seats and cozy blankets as we tuck ourselves into the railcars for our ride. 

We venture past light up snowfl akes and light displays, through a 
tunnel and back around the bend. Afterwards, we chat with Santa and 
take a photo, then grab a cup of hot cocoa to sip on. My husband and I 
leave feeling like human icicles, but our kids are so wrapped up in the 
experience, they don’t even register the cold. And they always, always 
declare it’s the best ride ever!

One of the last, but most important things 
I’ve seen through a child’s eyes this year 
is the act of giving. It’s both powerful and 
inspiring to see our kids getting into the 
spirit.

I’ve seen it in action when our kids give 
our quarter loaded grocery cart away to the 
next customer, or drop coins into the red 
bucket with a bell ringer. It’s shown when 
they bake dozens upon dozens of cookies 
with my mom, or pick out a gift for a 
stranger. 

No matter what we do during this season 
of giving, our little ones are watching and 
learning. They take delight in helping others 
and in the simplicity of the season. I think 
they’re on to something, don’t you?

I hope you’ll fi nd time to take a break 
and study a fresh fallen snow, take in the 
glimmer of lights, or catch a quick train 
ride.

From our family to yours, I wish you 
all the childlike delights of the holiday 
season! ■

Deanne Frieders

the

Deanne Frieders is a farm woman from 
rural Waterman who raises four kids and a 
dog, constantly cooks, blogs, and helps her 
husband with the family grain farm.
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FARM & FOOD
After the Holidays: Healthy Goals

As we ring in the New Year, many of us set goals and make 
resolutions. This could be losing weight, exercising more, spending 
more time with family – the list goes on and on. 

One of the most common of these goals involves our health and, more 
specifically, our weight.

Diet plays a significant role in overall health. Instead of relying on one 
single diet or plan, focus on lifestyle changes that can lead to success. 

Here are a few tips that can help you feel your best not only in 2019 
but for many years to come!

1. Set small and SMART goals
When creating goals of any kind it’s important to make sure they 

are Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic, and Time-bound or 
SMART. Be sure to write these goals down and check in or revise 
them as needed throughout the year. Some examples of SMART goals 
include: I will eat one serving of fruits and vegetables with lunch 
and dinner five out of seven days for the next week; I will get the 
recommended six to eight hours of sleep each night for the next six 
months.

2. Enjoy your food
Restricting ourselves from eating certain foods can often lead to binge 

eating or overindulging. Instead, try being more mindful when eating 
your meals. Take it slow and savor each bite. When you start eating 
because it not only nourishes your body but it is enjoyable, you will find 
that your relationship with food will be more positive, which makes it 
that much simpler to follow a healthy (and balanced) diet.

3. Make sure you are getting enough (and quality) sleep
According to the National Sleep Foundation (NSF), sleep plays a vital 

role in good health and well-being. Getting quality sleep each night 
can help protect your mental health, physical health, quality of life and 
safety. While everyone’s sleep needs vary, generally speaking most 
adults need an average of eight hours each night to function properly.

4. Get moving
Research supports that 30-60 minutes 

of moderate to vigorous intensity physical 
activity at least five days a week can 
lower the risk of coronary heart disease, 
stroke, hypertension, and type 2 diabetes 
in adults. Physical activity can also help 
with weight loss and maintenance. Start 
small and work your way up to exercising 
on a regular basis. Keep in mind that even 
a little physical activity is better than 
none.

5. Fruits and veggies for the win
There are several reasons why fruits 

and vegetables should be on your plate 
for each meal. They are typically low 
in calories, rich in many vitamins and 
minerals and, most importantly, they may 
help reduce the risk of many diseases 
including heart disease, high blood 
pressure and some cancers. AND they 
provide texture, color and flavor to your 
meal! Try filling at least half of your plate 
with fruits and vegetables at each meal. 

6. Make it fun!
Try cooking with your family once a 

week or sign up for a new exercise class. 
When you have a positive attitude and 
are able to find joy in the little things, you 
may find that accomplishing your goals 
becomes simple. ■

Sources:  
Best Food Facts, Sarah Downs, MBA, RDN; 
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics and the 

American College of Sports Medicine
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During the Career Day in 
November, keynote speaker Katie 
Pratt asked participants to answer the 
age-old question, “What do you want 
to be when you grow up?” 

Then she took it further by 
challenging the students to ponder 
how they would answer the question 
without naming a profession. 
Knowing that you want to be “kind,” 
“happy,” or “always learning” as an 
adult are as important as striving for a 
specifi c career, she emphasized.

The annual, day-long event was 
designed to highlight a wide variety 
of agricultural careers and college 
opportunities. During the morning, 
small groups of participants rotated 
through six, 10-minute college 
and career presentations and three, 
20-minute “innovator” sessions. 

College and career presenters were 
on hand from Joliet Junior College, 
Kishwaukee College, Bethany 
Animal Hospital, NIU Department 
of Biological Sciences, and DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau. “Innovator” 

(Above) Career Day presenter 
Katie Pratt challenges 
students to sequence 
the steps from farm to 
consumer and identify career 
opportunities along the way.

(Left) High school students 
and teachers tour the new 
dairy barn at Lenkaitis 
Holsteins. The high-tech 
facility is engineered to 
maximize cow comfort and 
health.

What do you want to be when you grow up?
FFA members explore several agricultural careers

session leaders were Marshall Dirks 
of Proven Winners; drone specialist 
Bob Myers; and Katie Pratt, farmer, 
ag literacy coordinator, and one of the 
former Faces of Farming & Ranching 
with the U.S. Farmers and Ranchers 
Alliance.

Following lunch and Pratt’s keynote 
address, participants boarded buses 
for two afternoon tours. One stop 
was Andy and Sarah Lenkaitis’ dairy 
farm near St. Charles. There, students 
discovered the registered Holstein 
herd is housed in a comfortable, state-
of-the-art freestall barn and milked 
using robotic milking machines. 

Tate & 
Lyle Custom 
Ingredients in 
Sycamore was 
the other tour 
site. During 
this stop, 
participants 
learned how 
the company 
develops and 

supplies ingredient mixes for dairy 
foods like fl avored milk and ice 
cream.

The Career Day was organized 
by the DeKalb Area Agricultural 
Heritage Association (DAAHA) and 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau with 
a grant from the Monsanto Fund. 
Ninety-three FFA members and 11 
ag teachers representing ten area high 
schools participated this year. 

Students learned fi rst-hand that 
the agriculture industry off ers many 
opportunities to be whatever they 
want to be. ■
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Genoa-Kingston FFA was one of the four DeKalb County FFA 
chapters which sent students to the BUILD Conference. (From 
left) State FFA President, Sophia Hortin and G-K members Raven 
Ruchti, Kaylee Wolfe, and Charisma Best pose for a group photo.

“Being United in Leadership 
Development” (BUILD) was the 
theme for the new statewide FFA 
Conference which took place in 
November. Illinois Association FFA 
teamed up with Illinois Farm Bureau 

Conference BUIlDs leadership
to develop the event, which was 
a merger of the former Illinois 
Farm Bureau and Affi  liates Youth 
Conference and the FFA 360 
Conference, both of which have 
taken place in past years.

Twenty-three members from four 
area FFA chapters participated in 
the newly-designed conference. 
During the two-day event, students 
attended sessions focused on 
building leadership, relationship, 
and teambuilding skills. DeKalb, 
Genoa-Kingston, Somonauk-Leland-
Sandwich, and Sycamore FFA 
chapters each sent students to the 
conference. ■

Eight members from Somonauk-Leland-
Sandwich FFA honed their leadership 
skills at the BUILD Conference. Shown are 
(from left) State FFA Vice President Eliza 
Petry and FFA members Abigail Eckman, 
Jaslyn Kinder, Adam Seville, Leah Fox, 
Jonathan Larson, Lizzy Martin, Jacob 
Meyer, and Ava Marshall.

DeKalb FFA members pose for photos at the start of the FFA 
Conference in Decatur. Shown are DeKalb FFA members (from left)
Zach Barclay, Abigail Gasink, Sawyer Willrett, Maddie Clark, 
and Anthony Burgess. 
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Q: How do you juggle the holidays with your family and 
your farm?

A: The holidays are a special time and meant to be shared 
with family. However, livestock farmers still need to 
tend to their animals and don’t have the holidays off.

As a farmer who raises pigs, I dislike holidays. Why? On a 
livestock farm, animals require daily care, including holidays. 

You see, I have a regular schedule and workload that is consistent 
throughout the week. With a holiday, it means that my schedule is 
compromised to allow for some holiday time which, in turn, can 
create some challenges for me and my farm employees. I have to 
fi nd a way to juggle the daily needs of my pigs with my family.  

Personally, I love the holidays and look forward to celebrating 
with family and friends!   

Here is how I make it work with my family and farm. I have a 
couple of employees and I make sure they have Christmas off . In 
the days leading up to Christmas and the New Year, we make sure to 
have all the feed bins full and all buildings get the once over twice 
to make sure there are no surprises. This doesn’t always work. 

I remember fi xing a broken water line one Christmas and in recent 
times I recall a feed line motor that needed to be changed out so 
the pigs could have their Christmas meal. These repairs were made 
rather quickly.  

Christmas for my family has changed over the years.  
These days, Christmas starts about 4 in the morning with my 

young children coming in and waking my wife and I, asking if they 
can check for presents under the tree. We send them back to bed and 
they return every 15 minutes or so until we give in around 5:30 a.m. 
After the gifts are opened, we have a big breakfast and then I slip 
away and tend to the needs of the pigs.  

The rest of the day is spent with family and friends and dealing 
with “some assembly required” with a quick check of the pigs 
before the sun goes down.  

Just like police offi  cers, fi re fi ghters 
and doctors are there for us seven days 
a week, livestock farmers are there 
for their animals every day too, even 
Christmas. It’s just what we do to 
provide food for others.

From my family to yours, Merry 
Christmas! ■

Carl Heide is a fourth generation farmer from 
DeKalb who raises pigs, corn, soybeans, and 
peas. Carl, his wife and daughters live on the 
family farm.

Got a question 
for a farmer?
Submit your farm and food questions to 
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org. 
We will share questions with our local 
farmers and publish their answers 
as space allows in upcoming 
issues of CONNECTIONS.
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Pigs need shelter. Most pigs are raised 
in specially-designed buildings.

Outside features
From the outside, a modern hog 

building looks like a long, low shed. 
Look more closely, though, you will 
see clues as to how the building is 
used.

• Curtains – Like any animal, pigs 
need plenty of fresh air. The sides of 
hog barns are not solid walls. Instead, 
each side consists of a half-wall 
topped by a long, continuous opening. 
If needed, vinyl or plastic curtains can 
be raised over the openings to keep 
out the cold.

• Fans – Large fans help keep fresh 
air constantly circulating within the 
building.

• Feed bins – Feed for the pigs is stored in bulk feed bins at the 
end of each building. From there, the feed travels through tubes 
which supply feeders inside the building.

Inside features
Hog buildings provide places to eat, drink, sleep, relax, and 

socialize.
• Control panel – Computerized panels can control temperature, 

feeders, waterers, and the outside curtains. 
• Pens – Pigs are usually kept in groups by size. This way, 

larger, stronger pigs can’t “pick on” smaller ones. Also, pens make 
it safer and easier for the farmer to check the health of smaller 
groups of animals.

• Feeders – Each pen 
has an automatic feeder 
which provides exactly 
the amount of food the 
pigs need, whenever 
they need it.

• Waterers – Every 
pen has automatic waterers which allow pigs to drink at any time.

• Misters – Pigs can’t sweat. Many hog buildings have overhead misters to 
spray the pigs with water in hot weather.

• Slatted fl oors – Pigs prefer to stay clean, but like any other animal, they 
urinate and defecate. Slatted fl oors allow waste to fall through the fl oor into 
deep pits below the building. This keeps the pigs cleaner and safely contains the 
manure until it can be used as crop fertilizer. ■

What’s in THERE?HOG BUIlDING
DeKalb County is one of the leading pork-producing counties in Illinois. But if you drive around the 
county, chances are you won’t see any pigs. Where are they?
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Delegates and members attending 
the 103rd Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB) 
Annual Meeting capped a frustrating 
year with some good news: U.S. 
President Donald Trump and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping agreed to a 
ceasefi re in their escalating trade war. 

But the armistice wasn’t the only 
highlight for the more than 1,820 
members, staff  and affi  liates who 
attended the meeting. 

In addition to the opportunity to 
listen to keynote speaker Captain 
Mark Kelly, members also enjoyed 
a visit from U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue 
and set policy for the coming year. 

Voting delegates for the meeting, 
totaling 343, also debated and 
decided on policy for the coming 
year. While a full range of topics 
were discussed, issues including 
the motor fuel tax, recreational 
marijuana and school security 
occupied the majority of delegates’ 
time. 

Mark Gebhards, executive 
director, IFB Governmental Aff airs 
and Commodities, summarized the 
recreational marijuana discussion 
noting that the organization adopted 
a policy in opposition to legalizing 
recreational cannabis. He said, “In 
the event that it is legalized as we 

IFB members set policy at annual meeting

Task force studies 
health care solutions

Illinois Farm Bureau continues 
to look at options for healthcare 
solutions for its members. 
Throughout 2018, a working 
group has met regularly to 
explore options.

In 2019 the task force plans to 
continue to research and further 
investigate health care/insurance 
options including the benefi ts and 
viability of multiple employer 
welfare arrangements, Iowa Farm 
Bureau’s member health benefi t 
plan, legislation to establish an 
actuarial rated health care plan, 
telemedicine, concierge medicine, 
among other options. 

A report was provided to 
members at the Illinois Farm 
Bureau Annual Meeting in 
Chicago earlier this month. Mark 
Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau President, serves on the 
Health Care Working Group.  ■

move forward with this next legislative 
session, then the delegate body wants 
to make sure that it is regulated and 
taxed accordingly.”

Delegates also discussed policy 
which provided support for the 
medicinal marijuana industry, which 
is currently being reviewed in a pilot 
program in Illinois. 

Hot topics were: motor fuel tax, trade, 
recreational marijuana, school security, 
and health care. 

“Another issue as our state continues 
to try to get a handle on its fi scal 
situation is the motor fuel tax,” 
Gebhards said. “Our motor fuel tax 
here in Illinois hasn’t been updated 
in about 28 years. Our policy, before 
the delegates amended it, was that we 
would not exceed a 10-cent increase 
in motor fuel tax. Delegates changed 
the policy to allow the organization to 
support a ‘moderate’ increase in the 
motor fuel tax, giving us some leeway 
to work with the new administration as 
they look at amending this tax.”

Delegates also spent time discussing 
school safety and security, an issue 
which may not traditionally be 
considered a Farm Bureau topic.  
Delegates crafted policy to underscore 
the importance of school security. ■

IFB ANNUAl MEETING

Mark Tuttle represented District 1 on the 
IFB Resolutions Committee and presented 
policies to delegates.

Five local delegates deliberated policies at the state Farm Bureau meeting  –  (from left) 
Jim Quinn, Ed Peterson, Phil Montgomery, Mark Tuttle and Wes Anderson, among a total 
of 343 delegates.
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Christian Thurwanger of Sycamore advanced through two 
preliminary rounds to participate in the Sweet 16 of the statewide 
Discussion Meet at the Annual Meeting. 

The Discussion Meet contest features Young Leaders 
exchanging ideas and information about a particular ag-related 
subject. 

DeKalb County Farm Bureau President Mark Tuttle said, 
“Christian brought a lot to the table as an ag teacher. He addressed 
important agriculture issues in a very professional manner.” 

This was Christian’s fi rst year participating in the competition 
as a Young Leader. Justin Bolander and Justin Clausen with the 
DeKalb County Young Leaders also attended the meeting in 
Chicago. ■

(From left) Justin Bolander, Justin Clausen, 
and Christian Thurwanger represented 
DeKalb County Young Leaders at the IFB 
Annual Meeting.

Christian Thurwanger delivered his opening 
statement at the Young Leader Discussion 
Meet in Chicago, Dec. 1. He advanced to 
the Sweet 16 of the State Discussion Meet.

Thurwanger makes Sweet 16

The USDA secretary is cautiously 
optimistic that trade relations with 
China are moving in the right 
direction.

Fresh off  a recent announcement 
that the U.S. is making progress on 
trade negotiations at the G20 Summit, 
USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue told 
Illinois farmers on Dec. 3 that the 
news sounds very promising, “but it’s 
never over until it’s over.”

Speaking to delegates at Illinois 
Farm Bureau’s Annual Meeting 
in Chicago, Perdue also provided 
updates on the farm bill and 
the recent signing of the United 
States-Mexico-Canada Agreement 
(USMCA).

The U.S. has reportedly agreed 
to temporarily hold off  on raising 
tariff s on imports from China, while 

Perdue: Making progress on trade, farm bill
China agreed to immediately lift trade 
barriers on U.S. agricultural products 
and other goods.

 Perdue said, “I’m excited about 
the possibility of China buying 
our stuff  again, instead of stealing 
our stuff . That’s really what it’s all 
about,” Perdue said to applause from 
delegates, referring to theft of U.S. 
intellectual property by the Chinese.

Progress with China wasn’t the 
only good piece of trade news 
to emerge recently. Trump also 
signed the USMCA, although the 
updated North American Free-Trade 
Agreement still requires ratifi cation 
by Congress.

And, leadership in the Congress-
ional agriculture committees 
announced they reached an agreement 
in principle on a new farm bill. “I 

think we’re going to get one (a new 
farm bill),” Perdue said. “We believe 
that things are going to be relatively 
good.” We didn’t get everything 
we’d like in there, but frankly, that 
doesn’t deal as much with production 
agriculture.” The core of the crop 
insurance program remains. ■

Source: Illinois Farm Bureau 

IFB ANNUAl MEETING

USDA Ag Secretary Sonny Perdue
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FAMIly HEAlTH

Cocoa Snowfl akes Penzy Spices

Delicious, bite-sized chewy brownie cookies 
with a pretty, lacy white top, perfect for the holidays.

1 cup all-purpose fl our
1 teaspoon baking powder
¼ teaspoon salt
5 tablespoons butter
6 tablespoons cocoa powder, not Dutch processed
1 cup sugar
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
2 extra large eggs
1/2 cup fi nely chopped nuts (optional)
1/2 cup powdered sugar (for rolling)

1.  In a medium bowl sift fl our, baking powder and salt, set aside.

2.  In a small heavy saucepan, melt butter over low heat, add cocoa powder, 
blend well until smooth. Remove pan from heat, stir in sugar until combined 
(it will be dark brown at this point). Transfer to a large mixing bowl, add 
pure vanilla extract, then eggs one at a time, stirring well after each addition.

3.  Add fl our mixture and nuts if desired, mix well. 

4.  Cover the dough with plastic wrap, refrigerate until chilled (at least 2 hours). 
The dough never gets really stiff, but it won’t roll into nice balls if it’s warm.

5.  Preheat oven to 400°. 

6.  Take a third of the dough, enough to fi ll a cookie sheet, leaving the rest 
in the fridge. Roll each hunk of dough into 3/4-inch balls and then roll in 
powdered sugar. It is easier to roll the dough into balls if you coat your 
hands with powdered sugar. 

7.  Place the sugar-coated balls onto a parchment lined baking pan, 2 inches 
apart. 

8.  Bake cookies for 8 minutes at 400°, let cool a minute, and then remove 
from pan. 

9.  Store in an airtight container to maintain the soft and chewy texture of these 
cookies. If you’d like a crisper cookie, bake a minute longer (be careful not 
to burn the bottoms).

Makes 50-60 cookies

Hit the Slopes 
Snowballs Daily Bites

Sweet and buttery grain-free 
cookies that melt in your mouth.

1¼ cups blanched almond fl our
1 cup unsweetened shredded coconut
2 tablespoons coconut fl our
¼ teaspoon sea salt
3 tablespoons maple syrup, 
 honey or coconut nectar
2 tablespoons coconut oil, melted
2 tablespoons freshly squeezed orange juice
1 tablespoon fi nely grated orange zest
 (clementine is a wonderful fl avor)
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
Additional shredded coconut to coat 
dough balls before baking 

1. Preheat oven to 275˚. Line a baking 
sheet with parchment paper.

2. In food processor fi tted with the steel 
blade, combine almond fl our, coconut, 
coconut fl our and salt. Process until fi nely 
ground, about 25 seconds. Add maple 
syrup, coconut oil, orange juice, orange 
zest and vanilla. Process until dough 
forms.

3. Roll dough into 1-inch balls, then roll in 
shredded coconut and place on baking 
sheet.

4. Bake 20 minutes, rotating pan once 
halfway through. Cool completely.

Makes 20 cookies

Cocoa Snowfl akes &
Hit the Slopes Snowballs
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Jo Cessna and Rachel Koroscik teach classes on 
healthy eating, healthy cooking and healthy lifestyles 
at the Leishman Center at Kishwaukee Hospital. 

FAMIly HEAlTH

Holiday Baking
Holidays in the kitchen mean baking. We love to bake and here in 
the Leishman Center a little something sweet is looked forward to 
by our students.

There are many alternatives to the traditional bleached white flour 
and bleached white sugar that offer not only nutritional benefits but 
more complex flavor leaving you more satisfied. When we eat more 
nutritionally we are more satisfied so it is easier to control portions.

This month we share information and recipes.
We offer descriptions of different natural sweeteners. This will help 

you understand what they are and the benefits they provide.
The cookies featured are so delicious and are gluten free so you can 

please those requiring diet restrictions but are a great addition to any 
cookie tray and enjoyed by all.

We wish you and your family a wonderful holiday season!

Natural Sweeteners
Raw Honey - Unpasteurized honey contains phytonutrients, anti-
microbial, antiviral and antioxidant properties. It has a probiotic or 
friendly bacteria component that benefits our gut and boosts our im-
mune system. When honey is heated the processing and heat destroys 
its beneficial properties.

Palm Sugar - Crystallized nectar of the coconut palm flower (from 
the coconut palm tree). Palm sugar is low on the glycemic index so 
does not spike high blood sugar. It provides potassium, magnesium, 
iron, zinc, Vitamin C and many B vitamins.

Maple Syrup - From the sap of the maple tree, it is high in mag-
nesium and zinc; these two minerals are beneficial to the immune 
system.  

Sucanat - Sugar-cane juice that is clarified, filtered and evaporated. 
The syrup crystallizes retaining the vitamins and minerals. It is 
sweeter than sugar so less can be used.

Coconut Nectar - Low glycemic liquid sweetener. Rich in amino 
acids, B vitamins, Vitamin C and loaded with enzymes. Very sweet 
so wonderful replacement for caramel sauce, drizzle on fruit or ice 
cream.

Blackstrap Molasses - Thick syrup, a byproduct of sugar processing, 
as sugar cane is refined into table sugar. Super source of iron and cal-
cium. Great for bones, nerve functions and regulates enzyme activity.

Stevia - Sweetener from the herb plant stevia that is calorie free. 
Contains phytonutrients, minerals, vitamins and has no impact on 
blood sugar. Sometimes it can leave a bitter taste on the palate. ■

Come join us in 2019 for a cooking class - a great 
place to gather with friends and meet new friends.

Healthy  
Eating Classes

Healthy Buddha Bowls
Jan. 8, 2019, 6-8 p.m.

Join Penny Newkirk, guest cooking instructor, 
to learn about the healthy California trend which 

combines grains, vegetables and sauces to make 
flavorful and nourishing meals that fit into one 

bowl. Recipes and tastings provided.

Immunity Building  
Sips and Soups

Jan. 30, 2019 
10 a.m. - Noon or Jan. 31, 6-8 p.m.

To register for classes:  
www.Kish-calendar.nm.org 

or call 815-748-8962.
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Foundation for Agriculture - Highlights of 2018
FOUNDATION

Combine Rides

Give a Gift to the Foundation
Consider donating to the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation 

for Agriculture as part of your charitable year-end giving. Tax-
deductible donations will fund programs important to agriculture. 

The Foundation is geared up to receive cash donations, stocks, 
bonds, real estate, farmland, ag commodities, and legacy gifts such 
as wills, living trusts and life insurance. Keep the Foundation in 
mind with your estate planning and charitable gift-giving.

Donations given to the Foundation will be used solely for 
worthwhile agricultural initiatives and in accordance with the 
mission of the Foundation: To broaden awareness and understanding 
of agriculture through outreach and education.

To donate, contact the Foundation at 815-756-6361 or stop by the 
Farm Bureau offi  ce. ■

Ag in the Classroom Farm Field Trips

College Scholarships

Harvest Dinner
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DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation for Agriculture Donors - 2018

FOUNDATION

Thank You!

Named Endowment
($50,000+)
Allan & Ruth Aves
In Memory of Arden & Dorothy Baie
Tom & Joan Fenstermaker

Legacy Gift
($10,000-$49,999)
Allan & Ruth Aves
Babson Farms
Ken & Glennie Barshinger
Ed & Vicki Eggers
In Memory of Wilder & Martha Fay
GRAINGER 
Darwin & Melody Hall
In Memory of Albert O. Johnson
KishHealth System
Terry & Sherrie Martin
Andra, Owen & Gail Olson
In Memory of Charles H. Orr
The Schelkopf Family
Jim & Sue Walter
Bob & Norma Wildenradt & Family

Growing Acres
($1,000-$9,999)
A & P Grain Systems
America’s Farmers Grow Communities 
Monsanto Fund
In Memory of Eddie Arndt
In Memory of Ralph & Irene Boesche
CHS – Rochelle
ComEd
Compeer Financial
Bill & Julenne Davey
Dayton & Old Elm Farms
DeKalb County COUNTRY Financial 
DeRaedt Seed
Doug & Nancy Dashner
Steve & Vickie Drendel
Vernon & Shirley Drendel
Enbridge Energy
Landon & Colleen Faivre
Vince & Jerilyn Faivre
In Memory of Roy Fenstermaker, Sr.
First National Bank
First State Bank
Joyce Gardner
Jack & Marcia Goodrich
In Memory of Lisa Boltz Hanson
Heartland Bank & Trust Co.
Robert & Ann Hutcheson
In Memory of Gordon & Janette Jones
KishHealth System
Ronald G. Klein

Growing Acres, continued
William, Bonnie & Robert Mullins
In Memory of Dorothy & James Nolan, Jr.
Lyle & Marty Paul 
Elvin & Betty Plapp
In Memory of Richard E. Pitstick
Roy & Janet Plote
Marjorie Rasmussen
Paul & Connie Rasmussen
In Memory of Robert Schweitzer
Paul & Mary Schweitzer
Robert & Jo Ann Skabo
In Memory of Kenneth Stoddard
In Memory of Bob Twombly
In Memory of Beverly & Archie Tuntland
Mark & Christina Tuttle
In Memory of Tom Warren
In Memory of Bob & Helen Willrett
M. Nadine Zimmerman

The Giving Field
($200-$500 Annually)
Jerry & Sue Bemis
Berkeley & Lindsay Boehne
Boehne Farms
Mark & Rhodora Collins
Adele deWerff Stevens
Ben Drake & Megan Carrier
Scott & Tara Drake
Ray Heinisch
Dan & Jennifer Hoffman
Yvonne Johnson
Tracy & Beth Jones
Dan & Maylan Kenney
Ray & Carol Larson
Greg & Marci Millburg
Bob & Mary Pritchard
Carol Quinn
Trent & Elizabeth Sanderson
Roger & Caryl Steimel
Jim & Marcia Stoddard
Jamie & Kristen Walter
Hank & Jan Wassmann
Jim & Mariam Wassmann

Cultivating Paths
(General Fund)
Stacey & Karlene Dolder
James K. & Loretta M. Hipple Family
Ray & Carol Larson
Monsanto (DonateWell)
Don Mosher
Joseph & Margaret Pasteris
Berni Schelkopf
Dave & Peggy Vaughan
Dr. Suzanne Willis
Waterman Lions Club
M. Nadine Zimmerman

Tom & Joan Fenstermaker 
Ag in The Classroom Fund
Brian Bend
Jo Cessna
Dayton & Old Elm Farms
Ellen Engstrom 
Mike & Becky Hardt
Lawrence & Mary Potter
In Memory of Bob Twombly
Waterman Lions Club
In Memory of David A. Yaeger

DeKalb County SWCD Fund
Barry & Kris Aves
Daniel & Karen Hamingson
Gary & Mary Leonard
Janet G. Miller
Beth K. White

Scholarship Fund
ComEd
Robert & Ann Gilmore
Gary & Bonnie Koerner
Louis & Martha Lostroh
Larry Nolan
Elsie Sanford

Memorial Fund
William Heinrich Memorial
Robert M. Maxwell
Betty Plapp Memorial
Caryl Steimel Memorial
Bob Twombly Memorial
David A. Yaeger Memorial



18      CONNECTIONS    December 2018

The Ellwood House is all 
decked out for the holidays.

Revered as one of DeKalb 
County’s most elegant mansions, 
Ellwood House continues its 
holiday traditions with its festive 
décor. For more than a half-
century the three-story mansion 
has been adorned with Christmas 
trees, ornaments, lights, garland 
and other trimmings in each of 
the stately rooms.

The community has embraced 
this holiday tradition with over 
100 people volunteering to 
decorate the DeKalb mansion, 
which was once home to the 
famed Ellwood family who made 

their fortune with barbed wire.
“It’s a nice partnership with 

community members and 
organizations,” said Brian Reis, 
executive director of the Ellwood 
House Museum. Each group chooses 
one room to stylishly decorate among 
the 20-some rooms. 

From the main fl oor’s formal living 
room to the basement’s rudimentary 
kitchen, each room is unique and 
distinctive with its decorations. 
Volunteers, like Pam Holt of DeKalb, 
take pride in making the rooms look 
special. 

“Years ago I toured the house 
during the holidays and it felt so 
magical,” said Holt. “I thought to 
myself that I would like to help when 

I had some time. Well, as it turns out 
she had some time to volunteer.

For the last four years Holt has 
been assisting with the décor. She 
helped decorate six trees this year and 
several rooms of the mansion. “It still 
is so magical and just amazing when 
it’s decorated,” she said. “I’m glad to 
do it, for the community.”

Most of the Ellwood House 
rooms have an artifi cial Christmas 
tree as well as other adornments 
incorporating this year’s green 
and gold color theme. The three-
story spiral staircase is beautifully 
lined with green garland. Holiday 
enhancements are carefully made to 
the antique furniture and woodwork 
and sparkling crystal chandeliers. ►
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“It takes a couple of weeks to 
decorate the mansion and be ready 
for holiday tours,” noted Scott Tews, 
assistant director of the house and 
museum. “It’s worth the eff ort and 
enriches the original furnishings of 
the house and off ers a strong sense 
of history.”

This year’s participating 
decorators included: Altrusa 
International of DeKalb/Sycamore, 
Kishwaukee College Special Events 
Class, Hickey Farms, DeKalb 
County Community Gardens, 
Kishwaukee United Way, Kohl’s 
of Batavia, First National Bank, 
DeKalb School District Librarians, 
Cracker Jax, Barbed Wire Betties 
and individuals Tracy Coyle, Lynn 
Finnegan, Roger Keys, Steve 
Klopfenstein with COUNTRY 
Financial, and Pam and Tim Holt. 

Compare today’s festive holiday-
decked out house to the mansion 
built in 1879 and you would fi nd 
that the embellishments were pretty 
sparse then, explained Reis. Candles 
and lanterns would have lit the 
interior of the home before the house 
had electricity. ►

From the main fl oor’s formal 
living room to the basement’s 
rudimentary kitchen, each 
room is unique and distinctive 
with its decorations.

Christmas Day 1899
Isaac L. Ellwood, the barb wire 
magnate, gave each of his fi ve grown 
children a check for $100,000 at 
breakfast Christmas day at his home 
in DeKalb. The fi ve children receiving 
the generous gift were: William 
L. Ellwood, Perry Ellwood, Puss 
Ellwood Mayo, Mary Ellwood Lewis 
and Jessie Ellwood Ray. That amount 
would be equivalent to $3 million 
today, based on infl ation.
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In later years, with the second generation of Ellwoods, 
the house had a 12-foot live evergreen tree prominently 
placed in their living room. And their dining room table 
was nicely garnished for the holiday season, stated Reis. 

Other Ellwood family traditions included mailing 
Christmas postcards to friends and relatives – some of 
them are on display in the living room.

One of the favorite stories shared occurred on 
Christmas Day in 1899. At the family’s Christmas 
breakfast, Isaac Ellwood gave each of his fi ve adult 
children a check for $100,000. That story appeared in 
the local newspaper and in the Chicago Tribune. 

Today, the Ellwood House takes on the arduous 
decorating task for the benefi t of the community’s 
enjoyment. Nearly 1,000 people visit the mansion 
during the holiday tours. While people enjoy the beauty 
of the home, tour guides share family history. In the 
nearby Visitor Center, guests enjoy visits with Santa and 
more Ellwood and barbed wire history.

“The holiday tradition brings people together to 
celebrate the season and mansion,” said Reis. He enjoys 
welcoming back some of the same people who make it 
their tradition to return and enjoy the ornate manor.

The major sponsor of the holiday traditions is First 
National Bank. Additional sponsors are: Standard 
Roofi ng Company, Edward Jones, Anderson Funeral 
Home and the Jerry Johns Literacy Clinic.

The holiday tours ended earlier this month but the 
museum staff  is already looking ahead to next year with 
a new color theme and continued traditions. ►
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Isaac L. Ellwood came to DeKalb 
County in 1855 where he found 
work on a large farm of William 
Miller near Kingston. Isaac married 
the farmer’s daughter, Harriett, 
in 1859 and soon established a 

Isaac L. Ellwood

Isaac l. Ellwood - Barb wire entrepreneur with ag connections
hardware store on Main Street in 
DeKalb. 

Keenly aware of the needs of farmers 
for a durable fence to keep livestock 
contained, he began to tinker with 
ways to improve fencing. He invented 
a barb wire prototype in 1874 but 
abandoned it for DeKalb farmer Joseph 
Glidden’s better idea. He purchased 
one-half interest in Glidden’s barbed 
wire patent for $265. Together, the two 
formed a partnership and established 
the fi rst barb wire factory, the Barb 
Fence Company.

By 1879, fi fty million pounds of 
barbed wire were being produced 
annually and Ellwood was well on his 
way to becoming one of the wealthiest 
men in Illinois. 

Barb wire was made in DeKalb 
until 1938 when production was 
moved to more metropolitan areas 
of Waukegan and Joliet. Eventually, 

Ellwood established the American 
Steel & Wire Co., which became 
a subsidiary of U.S. Steel 
Corporation. 

Ellwood also had interest in 
ranching and farmland. In the early 
1900s his Texas land holdings 
amounted to 395,000 acres. He 
also donated some of his DeKalb 
land for the startup of the Northern 
Illinois Normal School, now 
known as NIU.

Isaac and his wife Harriett had 
seven children. Their wealth 
enabled them to build a Victorian 
home for their family in 1879. 
The mansion was home to three 
generations of the Ellwood family 
until 1965. In 1965, the mansion 
was given to the DeKalb Park 
District by May Ellwood and her 
three children. ►

Source: Ellwood House Association

“The holiday tradition brings people together 
to celebrate the season and mansion.”

Brian Reis, Executive Director
Ellwood House Museum
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Christmas Postcards from the Ellwoods, 1925-1927
The second generation of Ellwoods sent Christmas postcards for holiday 
greetings to their friends and relatives. One of their postcards was hand-
drawn by Wellington W. Brothers depicting silhouettes of Perry (Isaac’s 
youngest son) and May and their children I.L, Patty and John Ellwood. 
Another postcard featured drawings of their two homes – in DeKalb and 
Lake Geneva. ■
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A glimpse of local history

It’s fun to be popular, but at Christmastime it can 
be very expensive. The tradition of sending out 
Christmas cards has become a permanent line item 
in the budgeting process. 

This tradition dates back to the mid-1800s when a 
British man named Sir Henry Cole had so many friends to send greetings to 
that he couldn’t hand write them all. He created a card showing charity to 
the poor, which became the fi rst Christmas card. Christmas postcards soon 
followed.

The early postcards usually had a religious or winter theme. Beautiful scenes 
of churches with a blanket of snow were common. Postcard etiquette dictated 
that they were always written in your own handwriting. Messages were 
personalized based on your relationship with the recipient, and always signed.   

Christmas postcards were at their peak between 1898 and 1918. Many of 
the early postcards were produced in Germany, where printing methods were 
considered to be of exceptional quality. But with the onset of World War I, 
there was a swift decline in the cards imported.  

Methods of printing and materials used improved over the years producing 
postcards on wood, aluminum, and cork, as well as traditional paper stock.  

The messages on the early postcards were interesting, usually 
addressed to “Dear Friends” or “Dear Daughter/Son,” with a 
short message. Messages such as “Wishing you all the best” 
were common.  

Other postcards read, “Please accept this as a Christmas 
card – I have run out of cards,” “The pretty Xmas cards were 
all gone in town,” and “Hope you receive lots of presents” 
also became the holiday greeting. 

This 1917 Christmas 
postcard was one of the most popular 
depicting Santa Claus delivering his 
presents to children.

Information provided by the Joiner History Room, DeKalb County Archives

Christmas postcards with a message 
saved the sender from handwriting the Christmas wish. 
These 1911 (left) and 1917 (above) Christmas postcards 
depicted all popular themes.

The Christmas Postcard

Included many times in the message 
were mentions of ailments of a cough 
or cold.

Christmas postcards have always 
been a collector’s dream because of 
their inexpensive price, and remain a 
popular hobby today. ■
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PRIME TIMERS

Take a trip to Hawaii and other 
islands in this musical show by The 
Wacky Keys on Monday, Jan. 7, 2019. 
This three-piece band plays and sings 
a mixture of island music and pop hits 
from the ‘20s to the ‘60s.

The band features Diane Norman 
from Sandwich on acoustic guitar, 
Mike Warfel of Chicago on bass, and 
Dave “DK” Kolars from DeKalb on 
lap steel, guitar, mandolin and other 
strings.  

DK is the band director who has 
been in many acoustic bands over the 
years and now travels to Hawaii three 
times a year to play at steel guitar 
festivals on the diff erent islands.

Farm Bureau members are welcome 
to attend this musical show at 1 p.m. 
in the Farm Bureau Theater on Jan. 

A Trip to the Islands by Wacky Keys Trio

7. Before the show, at 12-noon, is the 
Prime Timers luncheon for members 

Mike Warfel, Diane Norman and Dave Kolars will entertain Prime Timers on Jan. 7 at 
Farm Bureau in A Trip to the Islands.

55+ years. Lunch fee is $7 payable by Jan. 
2, 2019 at the Farm Bureau offi  ce. ■

DeKalb County is preserving its 
heritage with historical markers. 
Twenty-nine historical markers have 
been installed to commemorate 
signifi cant moments in history.

Learn more about the historical 
markers at the Feb. 4 Prime Timers 
program at the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau. Donna Langford, manager 
of operations for the DeKalb Area 

Historical markers tout local heritage around county
Agricultural 
Heritage 
Association 
(DAAHA), will 
be the guest 
speaker.

Langford 
is a historian 
and museum 
professional who 
has been involved 
with the historical 
markers and 
other DAAHA 
programs. She 
will provide 
members with 
a Powerpoint 
program showcasing many of the 
markers and associated history, such 
as the fi rst breeding plot used by 
Tom Roberts, Sr. and Charlie Gunn 
to experiment with hybridizing corn, 
Chief Shabbona, the Underground 
Railroad, Farm Bureau, Jacob Haish, 
the Marsh Harvester and more.

A booklet of all of the historical 
markers will be distributed. 

The Feb. 4 program begins at 1 
p.m. in the Farm Bureau Theater. 
Prior to the program, lunch will be 
served in the auditorium. Lunch fee 
is $7, payable by Jan. 29 at the Farm 
Bureau offi  ce. ■

Donna Langford will explore signifi cant moments in local history 
at the Feb. 4 Prime Timers program.
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Farm Bureau Night 
at Rockford Ice Hogs

Join Farm Bureaus from Northern 
Illinois at the Rockford Ice Hogs game at 

the BMO Harris Bank Center on Saturday, Feb. 16, 2019.
The game starts at 6 p.m. against the Iowa Wild. Doors open at 5 p.m.  

The cost per ticket is $15 (savings of $5).  
Call the Winnebago-Boone Farm Bureau at 815-962-0653 if you have 

any questions or to order your tickets by Monday, Jan. 28, 2019. ■

Recycle holiday lights
The DeKalb County Farm Bureau 

offi  ce is one of the drop-off  sites for 
the holiday lights recycling program 
being sponsored by the DeKalb 
County Health Department. 

All string lights and extension 
cords will be accepted. Lights can be 
dropped off  at Farm Bureau, Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
now through Feb. 1, 2019. 

For more information please call the 
Health Department, 815-748-2408. ■

Jan. 7
The Wacky Keys Trio
Music by Dave Kolars, 
Diane Norman, Mike Warfel

Feb. 4
Historical Markers in DeKalb County
by Donna Langford, DAAHA

March 4
Black Tie Trio
Music by Kurt Lundbeck, 
Denny Vaupel, Joe Pasteris

April 1
The Best of Billie Holiday
Music by Marda Thomas

May 6
Wildlife Adventures
Photo show of 
Central America, Africa wildlife by Roger Kyler

June 3
Apollo 11: 50th Anniversary, 
Neil Armstrong portrayal by Terry Lynch

July 8
Truman’s Ridge
Music by Bruce Wallace, Steve Sarver, 
Charlie Smart, Wes Carr, Christine Johnson 
for annual BBQ 

Aug. 5
Music, Music, Music
by Reilly Farrell, pianist, violinist

Sept. 9
Queen Elizabeth II portrayal by Leslie Goddard

Oct. 7
DeKalb County Barn Quilts
by Debbie Armstrong, 
DeKalb Co. Convention & Visitors Bureau

Dec. 2
The Christmas Tree Ship
by Rochelle Pennington, author & storyteller

Programs for Prime Timers
MEMBER BENEFITS

Entertainment for Members 55+ years!
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After almost three decades, the 
Traveling Farm is traveling to a new 
home.

In October of 1990, the DeKalb 
County Ag in the Classroom News 
& Notes newsletter announced the 
availability of a Traveling Farm with 
this description:

“The Traveling Farm consists of 
four buildings, a barn, a farmhouse, 
a machine shed, and a corn crib. 
The buildings contain materials 
for teaching concepts relating to 
agriculture, nutrition, and ecology.

Materials range from kits with pre-
planned lesson plans to video tapes. 
The possibilities are endless for ways 
to incorporate use of the Traveling 
Farm in your class this school year.”

At the same time, a Preschool Barn 
was introduced. Like the Traveling 
Farm, the Preschool Barn was loaded 
with educational materials like books, 
puppets, posters, and videos.

The buildings were constructed by 
Woodworks of DeKalb and brightly 
painted by artist Diane Gilmore. 

“When I started working here 
in 1998, the farm wasn’t being 
used very much, but the Preschool 
Barn was still in demand,” says 
Ag Literacy Coordinator Rhodora 

The brightly-painted Preschool Barn was stuffed with agricultural 
teaching resources for almost 30 years before fi nding a new home at 
the DeKalb County History Center in Sycamore.

Traveling Farm fi nds a new home

Known as the Traveling Farm, this set of farm building-shaped storage boxes was fi lled 
with educational materials and made available to 4th-6th grade teachers beginning in 
1990.

Collins. “I retired the smaller buildings 
and made the second barn available 
with similar contents.”

Throughout the years, the Preschool 
Barns remained popular with area 
preschools, day care providers, and 
kindergarten teachers. Frequently 
both barns were on loan to diff erent 
teachers while others waited their turn 
to borrow one. New items like books, 
farm animal stampers, realistic toy 
farm animals, and grain samples were 
added.

There was one problem, however. 
“They were too heavy for me to 
lift,” says Collins. Each time a 

teacher borrowed 
or returned a barn, 
reinforcements 
would have to be 
called in to assist in 
getting it in or out 
of their vehicle. “I 
loved the barns, but 
I knew it was time 
to reevaluate them 
the day both people 
I could usually count 
on for help said they 
had hurt their backs.”

Still appealing, still durable, and 
still functional, the farm buildings 
needed a new home. They found 
one at the DeKalb County History 
Center in Sycamore.

“The DeKalb County History 
Center is excited to be the new 
home to the Traveling Farm 
and the Preschool Barn,” says 
Michelle Donahoe, the center’s 
Executive Director. “We are 
located on a former farmstead with 
similar buildings, which is a nice 
connection. Also, as we prepare for 
our upcoming Smithsonian exhibit 
‘Crossroads: Change in Rural 
America,’ these hands-on buildings 
will be a great addition to our 
education collection.”

Preschool and kindergarten 
teachers, fear not. The barn contents 
are still available and better than 
ever with the addition of new books 
and a Farm Matching Game. The 
resource kit has been renamed Farm 
Discovery, and it is now packed into 
an easier-to-carry plastic tote. Visit 
www.GrowYoungMinds.com to 
view its contents and reserve it for 
your classroom. ■

AG lITERACy
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Ag in the Classroom  Help kids learn about farming! 
What are the Ag in the Classroom Presentations? 
Each year during February, DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
delivers ag-focused lessons to 1st - 4th grade classrooms 
across the county. Lessons are designed to: 
 Teach students how farming provides food, clothing, 

and everyday products. 
 Connect students with farmers and agribusiness men 

and women. 
 Be engaging and hands-on. 
 Be age-appropriate and easily integrated into the 

classroom curriculum. 

Who visits classrooms to deliver AITC lessons? 
AITC volunteers are individuals who are willing to share 
their time and ag expertise, including farmers, agri-
business people, and FFA members. Last year over 100 
volunteers delivered AITC lessons in 135 classrooms. 

How are AITC volunteers matched with classrooms? 
 Teachers request presentations by submitting request 

forms with their contact information and preferred 
presentation times.  

 Volunteers view the list of requesting classrooms  
posted at www.GrowYoungMinds.org and then 
reserve the classrooms they wish to visit by e-mailing 
rcollins@dekalbfarmbureau.org. 

 Volunteers receive copies of teachers' request forms 
and use this information to contact teachers and 
schedule their presentations. 

How do I obtain AITC training and materials? 
Ag in the Classroom training will take place at Farm 
Bureau on Thursday, January 24 at 6:30 p.m. 
Volunteers will hear a detailed overview of each lesson. 
Supplies will be available for pick up and return 
beginning the night of training and continuing through 
early March. Lesson plans can also be found at 
www.GrowYoungMinds.org.  

For more information on becoming an AITC volunteer, 
contact Rhodora at rcollins@dekalbfarmbureau.org or 
815-756-6361. 

What will students learn? 
A unique lesson has been developed for each grade level: 

1st Grade – More Than a Seed     
 What are the steps of crop production? 
 What do seeds need in order to germinate? 
 Students will plant corn & soybean seeds and learn 

how those crops impact their own lives. 

2nd Grade – From Cow to Ice Cream    
 Where do milk & other dairy products come from? 
 What are the steps of dairy production and how do 

farmers keep cows healthy? 
 Students will make their own ice cream and learn 

why dairy is important in a healthy diet. 

3rd Grade – It’s an Earful     
 How is field corn different from other kinds of corn? 
 How do farmers grow and harvest corn? 
 How is corn used and how does it help us? 
 Students will dissect corn kernels, compare types of 

corn, and explore corn's many uses. 

4th Grade – Mapping Illinois Agriculture    
 What products do we get from Illinois agriculture? 
 How does agriculture connect to our lives? 
 How do you find locations on a road map? 
 Students will identify products from Illinois 

agriculture and use maps to locate ag-related sites. 
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I was 18 and working a summer job 
at an agricultural research facility. 
Bouncing down a grass alleyway 
between test plots in a pickup with 
the fi eld station’s assistant manager, 
I remarked that I hoped to marry a 
farmer.

I can still hear Rick’s voice clearly 
in my mind. “You don’t want to 
marry a farmer,” he chortled. “It’s 
too hot, too cold, too wet, too dry.” 
I assumed he was joking. He farmed 
in addition to working at the research 
facility, and I fi gured he was making 
fun of himself and other farmers who 
often groused about the weather.

I’ve always been on the edge of 
farming. Growing up, farm fi elds 
surrounded me but my immediate 
family didn’t farm. My husband 
(not a farmer, after all) and I have 
lived 20+ years in a rural area with 
fi elds across the road. Most of my 
professional career has been here at 
Farm Bureau, where I can see the 
edge of a cornfi eld through my offi  ce 
window. I interact frequently with 
farmers and have toured dozens of 
farms. But I’ve never actually lived 
farming.

From my vantage point on the 
edge, I’ve grown to understand a lot. 
I know about the pressures of weather 
during planting and harvest. I can 
explain the basics of how a combine 
works and the life cycle of corn or 
beef cattle. I can ask reasonably 

Rhodora Collins, Ag literacy Coordinator

The world looks different from here
intelligent questions when I talk 
to farmers, and I have a profound 
respect and appreciation for what 
they do.

Until recently, though, I mostly 
only understood farming from the 
sidelines. Then my husband started to 
work part-time for a farmer. Suddenly 
he was helping with farm building 
and equipment repairs. Then he was 
running the grain cart during harvest, 
catching grain as the combine was 
harvesting. 

He was calling me after dark to 
say that he needed to catch a few 
more loads of corn so we should eat 
without him. He was leaving early 
in the mornings to move equipment 
or fi nish repairs. He missed church 
for several Sundays. I rushed a UTV 
a mile across a cold, muddy fi eld 
to pick up our daughter from where 
she was riding with him in the grain 
cart tractor so I could take her to a 
Saturday event. I got annoyed. 

Then I remembered my 18 year-old 
self, proclaiming I wanted to marry 
a farmer. Oops. Be careful what you 
wish for.

I was riding along with him one 
sunny day in the tractor this fall 
during harvest. As we waited in the 
cab, we commented on the combine 
and grain cart working in another 
fi eld across the road, and watched the 
stream of cars a quarter-mile away 
on the highway. After a while, he 
mused, “You know, the world looks 
completely diff erent from up here in 
the tractor, out here in the fi eld.”

I continue to be struck by the 
profundity of that statement. It does 
look diff erent. Once you’re in the 
fi eld, and not just on the edge, the 

landscape changes dramatically. 
You see hills and valleys you never 
noticed before. You watch wildlife 
you didn’t know was there. From 
our perch high in the tractor cab 
that day, we saw several toads 
hopping through the bean stubble. 
I don’t know why, but it had never 
occurred to me that there might be 
toads living in soybean fi elds.

The perspective changes on 
other levels, too. My husband’s 
comment reminded me of Dwight 
D. Eisenhower’s words: “Farming 
looks mighty easy when your plow 
is a pencil and you’re a thousand 
miles from the corn fi eld.” Lots of 
folks outside of agriculture have 
opinions about farmers, but very 
few have experienced farming from 
the middle of a fi eld.

Remembering the words spoken 
to me when I was 18, I wonder if 
Rick wasn’t entirely joking. Maybe 
it was his way of telling me that 
once I actually lived farming, it 
might not seem so appealing.

My brief glimpses of farming 
from out in a fi eld are a good 
reminder about not judging until 
you’ve walked in someone’s shoes. 

Or sat in their tractor seat. ■

“You know, the world looks 
completely different from up here 
in the tractor, out here in the fi eld.”
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• Photo contest is open to local, 
amateur photographers.

• Take photographs of any DeKalb 
County barns and other farm 
buildings like corn cribs and sheds. 
They do not need to be buildings 
that you own. 

Best of Barns Photo Contest
Snap a photo of a barn and enter our photo contest.

• Photos may include the entire 
structure, interior shots, or closer 
pictures of the buildings attributes.

• Make sure your camera or 
smartphone is set to the highest 
resolution for quality and your 
photo is sent at its original size. 
The submitted photo must be the 
photographer’s original work.

• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@
dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief 
description of the barn’s location 
and the city you are from.

• Each month a winning photo 
will be chosen and published in 
CONNECTIONS magazine. ■

Festive Flurries
Photo by Matt Case

Matt Case took this photo out of the back door of his home during a snowfall. He has a love for old barns and felt that, 
“The snow made the barn’s character come to life.” Matt and his wife Angie are Farm Bureau members and raise corn, 
soybeans, and wheat on their Hinckley farm. 
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TRIPS

Celebrate the best of Nashville, 
America’s Music City, and Memphis, 
Home of the Blues, in a spring trip.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau and 
American Classic Tours present the 
Music Road Trip, March 22-28, 
2019. Registration is currently being 
accepted.

Nashville highlights include: 
2-night stay at Opryland Hotel & 
Resort; guided tour of Nashville 
including Music Row featuring 
recording studios, homes of music 
stars, Parthenon, Ryman Auditorium; 
Country Music Hall of Fame private 
session with one of Nashville’s 
songwriters; Grand Ole Opry Show. 

Memphis highlights include: 
3-night stay at the new Guest House 
at Graceland Hotel; platinum tour 
of Elvis Presley’s home, grave site, 
aircraft, cars; guided tour of Memphis 
showcasing Mississippi Riverfront, 
downtown, Sun Studios, Peabody 
Hotel Duck March; Rock and Soul 
Museum; Gibson guitar factory tour.

Also featured is the Shiloh 
National Military Park, St. Louis Art 
Museum and Gateway Arch, among 
other attractions plus meals and 
entertainment. 

Music Road: Nashville to Memphis Trip

Cost is $2,698 per person double 
occupancy, $3,298 single occupancy. 
Price includes deluxe motorcoach 
transportation, six nights hotel 
accommodations, 15 meals, all 
taxes and gratuities, tour director, all 
attractions and tours, travel insurance 
and more.

For a detailed itinerary visit the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau offi  ce.

Final registration and payment is 
due by Feb. 1, 2019. ■

2019 Farm Bureau Trips
Feb. 21

Club Arcada & 
Nick Pontarelli Band, St. Charles

March 20
The Convertibles at White Fence Farm

Romeoville

March 22-28
Music Road: Nashville & Memphis, TN
Arranged by American Classic Tours

April 26
“Grumpy Old Men”

Circa 21, Rock Island

May 18
Odyssey River Vessel Cruise 

Chicago River

Aug.17
“Come From Away”

Cadillac Theater, Chicago

Oct. 12
Galena Shopping 

& Country Fair, Galena

Nov. 7
Andrew & His Sisters
White Pines, Oregon

Dec. 14
Christmas Cruise 
& Festival of Trees
Williams Bay, WI

This is a partial list of trips.
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TRIPS

Club Arcada is one of the most exclusive entertainment 
experiences in the Midwest, re-living the glory days of The 
Roaring Twenties in Chicago.  

Located on the third fl oor of the historic Arcada Theatre in St. 
Charles, its décor, period music and dining resonates with the 
speakeasy era. Get ready to enjoy Club Arcada with the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau on Thursday evening, Feb. 21, 2019.

Club Arcada will provide Farm Bureau members with an 
Italian dinner buff et and musical entertainment by the Nick 
Pontarelli Band. The band has made their mark on the Chicago 
music scene with a fresh take on all the greats including 
Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Frankie Valli, Bobby Darin, Neil 
Diamond and more.  

Cost of this speakeasy experience is $66 for members, 
$76 for guests and includes motor coach transportation, Club 
Arcada dinner and music. Motor coach departs Farm Bureau at 
5:15 p.m.  

To register, call the Farm Bureau offi  ce, 815-756-6361, and 
make a credit card payment or visit the offi  ce and pay by check 
or credit card. A limited number of spaces are available. ■

The Nick Pontarelli Band will entertain Farm Bureau members 
at Club Arcada on Feb. 21.

Come to Club Arcada

Spring into Doo Wop with the talented Convertibles. 
Enjoy fabulous harmonies with songs from the ‘50s and ‘60s in a show at 

White Fence Farm on Wednesday, March 20, 2019. 
The Convertibles quartet has roots in four-part barbershop harmony. They 

perform a cappella and use their voices to generate the popular doo-wop sound. 
From the Chicagoland area, Lou, Ron, Tom and Glenn sing, share some jokes, 
and other surprises. 

Don’t miss seeing the Convertibles 
at White Fence Farm on March 20. 
Registration opens Jan. 7 at Farm Bureau.

Doo Wop with the Convertibles at White Fence Farm
Farm Bureau has reserved 

seating for the show in the small 
theater at White Fence Farm. After 
the show, the group will adjourn 
to the dining room to enjoy a 
homestyle lunch. White Fence 
Farm is famous for their fried 
chicken dinner with corn fritters.

Cost of this day trip is $64 for 
members, $74 for guests.

Farm Bureau members may 
register for this day trip beginning 
Monday, Jan. 7, 2019 at 8 a.m. by 
visiting or calling the Farm Bureau 
offi  ce, 815-756-6361. Payment 
by credit card or check accepted. 
Spaces remaining will be sold at 11 
a.m. at the Prime Timers luncheon 
and thereafter at the Farm Bureau 
offi  ce. ■
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COMMUNITy

Ask this question to ten people and 
you will get ten different answers. 

The DeKalb County History 
Center wants to hear your answer as 
a photograph that might be selected 
for part of their upcoming traveling 
Smithsonian exhibit.

One of the themes explored in the 
Smithsonian’s Museum on Main 
Street exhibit Crossroads: Change in 
Rural America is “What is Rural?” 
The display includes nationally 
recognized paintings that idealize 
rural America along with photographs 
that show a more realistic view 
of what life can be like in smaller 
agricultural communities. The 
DeKalb County History Center will 
be providing a companion piece to 
this Smithsonian exhibit that tells our 
county’s story. Part of the display 
will include selected photographs 
submitted by the general public 
answering this question.

The History Center is encouraging 
people to be creative and thoughtful 
when trying to answer this question. 
Photographs can be current or 

The DeKalb County History Center is asking “What is Rural” 
as part of the exhibit Crossroads: Change in Rural America. 
This image is of a crossroads in southern DeKalb County 
near Rollo.

What is Rural?
historical, they can be 
of festivals, farming, 
people, historic 
down towns, and can 
represent the variety of 
seasons. Some general 
guidelines include: 
making sure your 
camera or Smartphone 
is set to the highest 
resolution for quality 
and your photo is sent 
at its original size. The 
submitted photo must 
be the photographer’s 
original work. Email 
your pictures to info@
dekalbcountyhistory.
org with your names, 
a brief description 
of the photo and the 
story behind it. All 
photos submitted may 
be reproduced in an exhibit, shared 
on social media or other History 
Center publications. Photographers 
will be given credit for their photos. 
For all of the guidelines visit www.
dekalbcountyhistory.org.

Sheriff Roger Scott is pleased to 
announce the offering of the 25th 
Sheriff’s Citizens Police Academy 
beginning Jan. 10, 2019.  

The Academy runs from January 
through March and concludes with a 
graduation celebration at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau on March 21. 
Classes are from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. for 
10 consecutive Thursday evenings 
and will be held primarily at the 
Legislative Center in Sycamore and 
the Community Outreach Building in 
DeKalb.   

The Academy is not meant 
to prepare individuals for a law 
enforcement career, but is an 

Sheriff’s Citizens Police Academy marks 25th class

The deadline for submissions 
is March 1, 2019. For more 
information please call the 
DeKalb County History Center at 
815-895-5762. ■

educational opportunity for DeKalb 
County citizens, and has been 
developed to give citizens a realistic 
view of the county’s criminal justice 
system. Citizens from all walks of life 
have participated in the Academy. 

Academy topics cover several 
areas including arrest procedures, 
criminal law, investigations, 
domestic violence, traffic stops, 
telecommunications, corrections, 
judicial perspective, active shooter 
response for citizens, and other 
topics. Coordinators are Deputy Sarah 
Frazier and Detective John Holiday.

The Sheriff’s Office and the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau have sponsored 
the Academy since 1996. Sheriff 
Scott stated, “Little did we know 

in the beginning that the Citizens 
Academy would be such a successful, 
popular, and enduring program.”

Register for the Academy  
by Dec. 29.

To register for the Academy, contact 
the Sheriff’s Office for an application 
by calling, 895-7260, or by visiting 
at 150 N. Main St., Sycamore, or 
downloading the application: www.
dekalbcountyilsheriff.org.

There is no registration fee, 
however class size is limited and the 
deadline for registration is Dec. 29, 
2018. Applicants must be at least 21 
years and live or work within DeKalb 
County. ■
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Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Dan Howes, Chris Patterson,  
Craig Popp, Mike Shipley 
COUNTRY Financial Representatives

COUNTRy

Dan Howes, Craig Popp, Mike Shipley, Chris PattersonTake Precautions  
For Winter Driving

Preparing your vehicle for the winter season and taking proper  
precautions are the keys to safe winter driving. 

Prepare Your Vehicle For Winter Driving 
•  Winterize your vehicle. Check with a mechanic to make sure brakes, 

wipers, defroster and heater are working properly. 
•  Fill antifreeze and wiper fluids to the proper levels. 
•  Make sure tires are properly inflated and tread is in good condition. 
•  Equip car with proper materials in the event of an emergency (blankets, 

food, water, flashlight, ice scraper, cell phone and extra clothing). 
•  Keep your gas tank full. You may use more gas while traveling because it 

may be necessary to change routes or turn back during a bad storm. 

0116-083

www.countryfinancial.com
815-756-9536

Driving Tips 
•  Start early and allow plenty of time to 

reach your destination. 
•  Clear snow and ice from the hood, 

roof and all windows and lights 
before driving. Be sure to keep your 
headlights on in snowy conditions. 

•  Brake carefully and early. It takes 
more time to stop in adverse 
conditions. 

•  Look farther ahead in traffic than 
normal. Actions of other drivers’ 
vehicles will alert you to problems 
and give you the extra time to safely 
react. 

•  Stay with your vehicle if it stalls 
and try to conserve fuel while 
maintaining warmth. Be alert to any 
possible exhaust or carbon monoxide 
problems. 

To help with your insurance needs, 
contact Dan Howes, Chris Patterson, 
Craig Popp or Mike Shipley with 
COUNTRY Financial® at 815-756-
9536. ■

Investment management, retirement, trust 
and planning services provided by COUNTRY 
Trust Bank,® a part of COUNTRY® Financial, 
Bloomington, Ill. Products of COUNTRY Trust 
Bank are not FDIC insured, not guaranteed and 
may lose value.

Reliable transportation is essential in the winter. It is especially 
important to keep your vehicle in top operating condition to avoid 
any unpleasant or dangerous situations while traveling in frigid 
weather. 
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News provided by offices in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture

Northern IL Farm Show coming Jan. 9-10 to Convocation Center, DeKalb

The Northern Illinois Farm Show returns 
to the Convocation Center in DeKalb on 
Jan. 9 and 10, 2019.

The two-day show, presented by 
IDEAgroup, features 200 companies showcasing their latest innovations 
available to farmers in the Midwest including live equipment demonstrations.
Educational sessions include:  
Weds., Jan. 9

9-10 a.m. – Take Control of the Financial Side of Your Business by Bryan 
Doherty, senior market advisor at Stewart-Peterson

11a.m.-Noon – The Weather by Candice King, Chief Meteorologist with 
WTVO TV 

1-2 p.m. – Working With Watersheds by Haley Haverback, U of I Extension 
and Dean Johnson, DeKalb County SWCD and watershed coordinator
Thurs., Jan. 10

10-11 a.m. – 2018 Illinois Ag Leadership Foundation International Trip to 
Hong Kong, Vietnam and Taiwan by Tasha Bunting, Illinois Farm Bureau

11 a.m.-Noon – What You Need to Know When Applying Dicamba and 
On-Farm Research by Russ Higgins, U of I Extension.

The educational sessions have 
been arranged by the local Soil and 
Water Conservation District, the Farm 
Service Agency, county Extension 
office and county Farm Bureau.

Pesticide applicator testing will 
take place in the lower level of the 
Convocation Center on both days, 
from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. The testing 
is being provided by the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture.

Hours of the show are 8 a.m. to  
4 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 9 and  
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Thursday,  
Jan. 10. There is no charge for 
admission; however parking  
fee is $5. ■
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For the sixth year, farmers can talk to and learn from other innovative 
farmers who use science and stewardship and courage to create sustainable 
operations. 

Learn how to manage your inputs for healthy soils at the Conservation 
Cropping Seminar on Jan. 22 in Mendota. The seminar runs from 8:40 a.m. 
until 4:30 p.m. at the Civic Center. 

This year, two stellar speakers will motivate and amaze farmers with their 
knowledge and evidence of success: Author David Montgomery and the 
“Soil Guy” Ray Archuleta.

Other speakers include: David Delhotel, Lee County farmer discussing 
strip-till; Sarah Carlson Practical Farmers of Iowa talking about growing 
cover crops; and Chad Bell, Mercer County, and Brian Corkill, Henry 
County, in a farmer panel discussion.

Register online at www.ccswcd.com and pay a $20 registration fee or call 
217-356-3536, ext. 101.

This seminar is being coordinated by local Soil & Water Conservation 
Districts, Illinois Department of Agriculture, USDA, Natural Resources 

Conservation Service, Illinois Stewardship 
Alliance, American Farmland Trust and 
the Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency. ■

Conservation Cropping Seminar in January

DeKalb County 4-H’ers honored at Recognition Night
The annual DeKalb County 4-H Recognition Night was held for 4-H 

volunteers and members at the Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture on Nov. 18.  
“This evening is done as a way of recognizing our 4-H members and 

volunteers for their accomplishments and time during this past year,” said 
Nicole Groezinger, 4-H Program Coordinator in DeKalb County.
Those receiving recognition included: 
Outstanding 4-H Secretary Book: First Place Sydney Walter of Green 
 Meadows; Honorable Mention, Deloris Drendel of Genoa Prairie Gems
Outstanding Treasurer Book: First Place Benjamin Mahan of 
 Green Meadows; Honorable Mention, Cody Sell of Malta Mustangs
Bob Brown Award for Leadership and Citizenship: Tom Limberis of 
 DeKalb Choreboys & Choregirls 
The I Dare You Award: Sydney Walter of Green Meadows
Overall Outstanding Record Books:
 Aubrey Szymanski (8 years old) DeKalb Choreboys & Choregirls
 Cole Gudmunson (9 years old) Somonauk Haymakers
 Lilyanna Dean (10 years old) Parke Victory
 Benson Gudmunson (11 years old) Somonauk Haymakers
 Reagan VanderBleek (12 years old) Tilton Park Clovers
 Sydney Walter (13 years old) Green Meadows
 Jaedyn Slutz (14 years old) Green Meadows
 McKenna Dayhuff  (15 years old) Somonauk Haymakers
 Jarrod Pritchett (16 years old) DeKalb Choreboys & Choregirls
 Tyler Heinisch (17 years old) Kingston Juniors
Outstanding 4-H Volunteer: Dawn Cook, Malta Mustangs 4-H Club
The 4-H Alumni Award: Bill Kuhn, 4-H Fair Superintendent for 
 Sheep and Goats
Outstanding 4-H Supporter Award: DeKalb Public Library. ■

Araceli Lopez King and Laura Warmke 
at the DeKalb Library received the 
Outstanding 4-H Supporter Award.

Sydney Walter received the 
I Dare You Award.

Tom Limberis earned the Bob Brown 
Award for Leadership & Service.
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3,000 students and 134 teachers explored agriculture 
during 1st-4th grade Ag in the Classroom presentations.

766 students from 41 classrooms illustrated agricultural 
concepts during the Food for Thought placemat design 
contest. 150 people attended the placemat contest 
Awards Night.

550 third graders and 21 teachers explored agriculture 
in DeKalb County’s past and present during a four-day 
History Expo.

20 teachers toured farms and agribusinesses, explored ag literacy resources, and 
developed classroom lesson plans during the Summer Ag Institute, a graduate-level 
course.

80 rural children learned safety tips at Farm Safety Camp.

3,000 children learned fun farm facts at the county fair while thousands more 
learned about livestock through 7 ag-related banners.

250 children & adults benefi tted from ag literacy through programs in the 
community (library programs, community events, etc.).

75 teachers engaged in conversation with local farmers during a Harvest Dinner 
event for educators.

25 students received college scholarships to further their studies in agriculture, 
science, or medicine.

305 Sycamore Middle School students and teachers visited 2 local farms, Farm 
Bureau, and a local agribusiness to learn about grain and livestock farming and 
agronomy services.

6,200 Farm Bureau members 
connected to farm and food topics 
in 10 issues of Connections magazine.

245 elementary students and their 
teachers toured area farms thanks to 
farm fi eld trip transportation grants, 
supporting resources, and trip planning 
assistance.

174 ag-related books were donated 
to elementary, middle, and high school 
libraries.

OUTREACH
    By the Numbers 2018

85 adults & children rode combines and 
learned about corn harvest. 

105 high school students and teachers 
explored careers in the agricultural 
industry and toured a local research 
facility and a farm during Ag Career Day.

20 families with newborn babies 
received gift baskets fi lled with ag-related 
products during National Ag Week.

40 Ag Literacy Ambassadors shared 
information about ag literacy resources 
and programs with over 800 fellow K-12 
educators in schools throughout the 
county.

460 students investigated STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, & 
math) careers in agriculture during 5th 
grade Ag in the Classroom presentations.

5,000 people milked Maggie the Cow 
and learned about dairy farming at 
several community events.

4,000 students were impacted by 
educational materials such as thematic 
kits and Ag Mags via educator requests 
for resources from the ag literacy 
resource library. ■
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(815) 756-9536

Gavin Wilson
(815) 748-7064

Kathy Martin
(815) 786-6584

Dan Howes
(815) 756-9536

Mike Shipley
(815) 756-9536

David Gingerich
(815) 784-6688

Steve Klopfenstein
(815) 824-2920

Chris Patterson
(815) 756-9536

Dean Miller
(815) 748-7064

Curtis Burket
(815) 748-7064

1018-549HO



DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, Il 60178


