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Connecting to You

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Policy Makers
When was the last time you saw a room full of
farmers discussing issues impacting them and others
and they all came to an agreement to have a unified
voice?
Well, for me it was last month when 340-plus
delegates representing 102 counties in Illinois met at
the Illinois Farm Bureau Annual Meeting in Chicago
to discuss issues like the farm economy, food safety,
health care, public aid, the legalization of marijuana,
firearms in schools, compensation of public officials,
judicial reform and so much more. We developed state
policy for our members for the New Year.
Then again, it was when I was a delegate among 352
farmers from every state at the American Farm Bureau
Federation Annual Meeting to discuss similar issues
last week.
To be quite honest, it wasn’t always that easy to
come to an agreement, but we thoroughly discussed
issues impacting Farm Bureau members and set the
course for our organization for this year. And yes, there
were dissenters on some of the issues, but at the end

of the day we all agreed to support the direction set forth
by the majority of those voting. It was truly a rewarding
experience that is never taken lightly by those setting
policy.
For me, I have always considered it a privilege and an
honor to represent DeKalb County at both the state and
national level and be a part of the grassroots discussion
that has led this organization for the last 106 years.
As a Farm Bureau member, if you are interested in
learning more about our policy and positions just ask me
or stop by the office and take a look at our policy book.
Happy New Year! ■
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On Prairie Drive
Growing Up On A Farm

Calendar
Mariam Wassmann, Editor

There’s nothing like growing up on a farm. You get to work
alongside your family. See sunrises and sunsets. Work in fields that
stretch for miles. Care for animals. Learn life lessons.
Check out my top 10 things I learned growing up on a farm.
1. You work hard and play hard. Chores come first. Your animals
count on you. Then your farm is a huge playground with hay
mows, a 2 x 6 board swing and a tractor tire sandbox. You play for hours outside.
2. You learn to drive at a young age. First the lawn mower, then the stick-shift farm
truck, the 706 tractor, and the family car, all before the age of 16.
3. You know weather. You have a love-hate relationship with weather. It’s ALWAYS too
wet or too dry. You follow weather reports closely.
4. You understand life and death. You see animals born. You shed tears letting go of your
favorite show animal but understand the circle of life.
5. You learn to fix things. Baling twine and duct tape are essential. You know which
screwdriver and wrench to use. You learn how to change a flat tire.
6. You share a family passion. Everyone knows their responsibilities. Sure you have
your moments with your siblings of throwing buckets at each other but your bond is
unbreakable.
7. You adapt when farm things happen. You have been kicked by a cow, chased by pigs,
shocked by an electric fence, fallen out of a truck, but it didn’t slow you down one bit.
8. You respect the land. It’s your family’s livelihood. You develop an appreciation for the
land. You take care of it – even if it means walking beans and picking up rocks.
9. You learn to be tough. You roll up your sleeves and get dirty. You get your job done
even if it’s hard and you are a girl.
10. You have faith in farming. You pray daily. For rain and sunshine. You are thankful
for this lifestyle and your God-given abilities to provide food for others. And you wouldn’t
have it any other way. ■
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Find the snowflake and win!
Let’s see if you can find the snowflake
(resembling the one above) in this
month’s issue of our magazine and be
eligible to win a prize.
Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-7566361, by Jan. 31 for your chance to win.
When responding by email, please
include the page number and exact
description of the location of the
snowflake on that page. You will also
need to include your name, address and
phone number in the email.
Correct answers will be put into a
drawing and one winner will be drawn to
receive a $20 gift card.
Last month’s winner of the pine cone
contest was Chad Carlson of Sandwich.
The pine cone was hidden on page 30 in
the top photo, lower right corner, in the
December CONNECTIONS. ■

JANUARY

Jan. 24
AITC Volunteer Training
For classrooms presentations
6:30 p.m.

FEBRUARY

Feb. 4
Historical Markers of DeKalb County
By Donna Langford
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by Jan. 29
Feb. 21
Club Arcada Trip
St. Charles
$66 members, $76 guests
5:15 Departure from FB

MARCH

March 4
Black Tie Trio
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by Feb. 26
March 8
Deadline for Farm Bureau
Senior Scholarships
March 20
The Convertibles
White Fence Farm, Romeoville
$64 members, $74 guests
9 a.m. Departure from FB
Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture
unless otherwise noted. For most meeting
reservations contact the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361.

Follow us!
facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
twitter.com/DCFBureau
pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine
www.CultivateConnections.org
Farm Bureau Main Site
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org
Foundation for Agriculture
www.PlantALegacy.org
Ag Literacy
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to:

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

By the
NUMBERS

Where’s the BEEF?
Beef cattle are raised locally in feedlots and on farms. Market cattle are fed in feedlots
and sold for meat consumption. Smaller cow-calf herds are raised on farms for
breeding, show cattle, and for meat.
There are 33,000 beef animals marketed annually in DeKalb County.
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The New Farm Bill – A Food Security Program
The 2018 Farm Bill isn’t just for farmers.
It’s for urban, suburban and rural America.
About every four to five years a new Farm Bill is
adopted. Most think it’s primarily for farmers but in all
actuality it impacts more than just two percent of the
farm population. The Farm Bill affects food and nutrition,
conservation, trade, jobs and infrastructure, agricultural
research, forestry and energy.
Since the Farm Bill is such a complex piece of
legislation, a recent article written by Tom Vilsack
simplifies the new legislation (see excerpts). Vilsack served
as U.S. Secretary of Agriculture a decade ago and now is a
strategic advisor at Colorado State University.

Helps farmers compete

The Farm Bill provides credit for beginning farmers to
get started. It protects against farm losses due to natural
disasters through disaster assistance and crop insurance.
It provides a cushion for the individual farmer if he or she
suffers a poor yield or low prices, through a series of farm
payment programs tied to specific commodities.
Agricultural trade is critically important to the bottom
line of U.S. farmers. More than 20 percent of all U.S.
agricultural production is exported. Ag exports account for
about one-third of farm income.
The Farm Bill authorizes market access promotion
and export credit guarantee programs that are key for
promoting exports and generating farm income from
exports.

Makes food affordable

More than 76% of the new Farm Bill spending
is projected to go toward nutrition programs.

Rural America provides a stable and secure supply of
food for our nation. Along with efficient supply chains, we are able to enjoy
relatively inexpensive food. On average, Americans spend less than 10 percent
of their income on food.
The Farm Bill is also a nutrition bill. It funds the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP), our country’s major program that helps lowincome individuals and families afford a healthy diet. In 2016 SNAP served
more than 44 million Americans. More than 76% of the new Farm Bill
spending is projected to go toward nutrition programs.
There are new provisions that impose work requirements for able-bodied
adults without dependents or their benefits are limited. Also there are
limitations to what people can buy with SNAP benefits, for example, barring
their use to purchase soda or other foods considered unhealthy. Other nutrition
provisions help senior citizens buy goods at farmers’ markets and make fresh
fruits and vegetables more readily available to millions of school children.

Boosts rural economy

Only 15 percent of America’s population lives in rural areas. The Farm
Bill helps make it possible for people who want to farm to stay on the land
by funding supporting jobs that provide a second income. It also provides

4
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resources to improve the quality of
life in rural places.
In the last nine years, programs
authorized through the Farm Bill
have helped over 1.2 million families
obtain home loans, provided six
million rural residents with access to
improved broadband service, enabled
791,000 workers to find jobs, and
improved drinking water systems
that serve 19.5 million Americans.
Through the Farm Bill, Congress
provides grants for research at land
grant universities in fields ranging from
animal health to biotechnology. ►

Protects natural resources

Farmers, with the assistance of the

Farm Bill, can improve soil quality
and preserve habitat for wildlife. The
bill funds voluntary conservation
programs that currently are helping
more than 500,000 farmers conserve
soil and improve air and water quality
– actions that benefit all Americans.
For example, the Conservation
Reserve Program pays farmers to take
environmentally sensitive land out of
agricultural production and conserve
it for other purposes, such as wetland
habitat for birds. The Environmental
Quality Incentive Program and the
Conservation Stewardship Program
pay farmers to adopt conservation
practices, such as conservation tillage
and fencing livestock out of streams.
Producing renewable energy is
an important tool for expanding
economic opportunity in rural
areas. USDA’s Renewable Energy
for America Program authorizes
investments in small-and large-

A farmer’s perspective
“Overall it looks as if the 2018 Farm
Bill will be positive for many farmers. I
am glad to see that there was bi-partisan
support to protect crop insurance subsidies
due to the vital nature of them. Agriculture
is experiencing tumultuous times ahead
(University of Illinois projects avg.
-$60,000 farm income for 2019). Coupling
that outlook with locally poor yields
could devastate farmers in this area. Crop
insurance is a vital key in putting a floor
under losses for farmers. Election of ARC
(Agriculture Risk Coverage) or PLC (Price Loss Coverage) programs
sounds like it is a more fluid process that can more precisely augment a
farm’s needs.
Mike Schweitzer, Malta Farmer
scale projects including wind, solar,
renewable biomass and anaerobic
digesters. Since 2009, this program
has helped finance over 12,000

renewable energy projects. ►

Invests in food & farmers

Most people are unaware
of the Farm Bill’s importance
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The New Farm Bill – A Food Security Program
because they think it impacts only
farmers. The Farm Bill benefits all
Americans.
The American Farm Bureau states
that new provisions to the Farm Bill
provide risk management support
for farmers. Risk management is
important for these reasons:
• Net farm income has dropped
over 50% from four years ago, the
largest four-year percentage decrease
since the Great Depression.
• Many farmers are relying on
capital reserves while many others,
including beginning farmers, have
already depleted reserves.
• Based on averages, one in ten
farmers is either highly or extremely
highly leveraged.
• Export markets have been
impacted by U.S. trade policy.
There are a variety of risk
management tools in the Farm Bill

to protect farmers from adverse
declines in either crop revenue or
prices. These programs include but
are not limited to the Marketing
Loan Program, Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) and Agriculture Risk Coverage
(ARC).
The 2018 Farm Bill made several
improvements to both program
prices and yields to enhance the
effectiveness of these tools in helping
farmers manage risk. Marketing loan
rates are increased, PLC support
prices may float higher, PLC program
yields are increased, and the prices
and yields used in ARC are improved.
Farmers are at the mercy of a lot of
forces they can’t control – weather,
trade or world pricing, diseases. That
is why crop insurance, subsidies and
other programs included in the Farm
Bill ensure farmers can keep farming
even in lean years. Also the farm

Farm Bill changes for commodity programs
Some of the changes to commodity support programs in the 2018
Farm Bill are:
• Corn loan rates increased from $1.95 per bushel to $2.20. Soybean
loan rates were increased from $5 to $6.20 per bushel.
• Under Price Loss Coverage (PLC), fixed reference prices are now
allowed to “float” higher based on Olympic moving average price and
may increase as much as 115 % of the statutory reference price. When
85% of the Olympic moving average price is greater than the statutory
reference price, support under PLC is increased. This allows for higher
crop prices to be incorporated into the support programs.
• Prices under the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) are also allowed
to float. Benchmark prices can be no lower than the maximum of the
statutory reference price or 85% of the Olympic moving average.
• The plug yield in the ARC benchmark revenue calculation can be
no lower than 80% of the county’s transitional yield. The trend-adjusted
yield factors will be incorporated into benchmark and actual yield
calculations. Trend-adjusted yield factors will increase crop yields to
reflect productivity.
• ARC or PLC coverage elections can be made on a commodity-bycommodity basis for 2019 and 2020 crop years. Then in 2021, farmers
may make an annual re-election of ARC or PLC for the three remaining
crop years.
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continued

program ensures an adequate food
supply.

The Farm Bill is important to
agriculture for these reasons:
• Net farm income has dropped over
50% from four years ago, the largest
four-year percentage decrease since
the Great Depression.
• Many farmers are relying on capital
reserves while many others, including
beginning farmers, have already
depleted reserves.
• Based on averages, one in ten
farmers is either highly or extremely
highly leveraged.
• Export markets have been impacted
by U.S. trade policy. ■
Sources:
Tom Vilsack, Colorado State University,
reprinted with permission;
American Farm Bureau Federation

A glimpse

of local history

Making America Great
The Works Progress Administration (WPA) or Work
Projects Administration as it was later called, provided jobs
and income for the unemployed during the Great Depression
from 1935 to 1943.
The 1929 market crash marked the beginning of a decade
of high unemployment and poverty, resulting in an economic depression like
no other generation had experienced. In those days, work relief was preferred
over public assistance, because it maintained self-respect and kept skills sharp.
DeKalb County participated in and benefited by these projects in many ways.
Two of the most widely known projects were the main pool and bathhouse at
Hopkins Park in DeKalb and the Sycamore Armory building. Other towns in
the county were also approved for WPA projects and put people to work who
would otherwise be unemployed.
Projects at Genoa included rehabilitation of public buildings, street and road
improvements, and park improvements. Afton Township had two projects:
improving rural school buildings and road repair. Kingston, Mayfield, and
Malta improved roads with the projects. Sandwich built an athletic field. The
DeKalb Public Library received a large painted mural created by the WPA
artist Gustav Dahlstrom of Chicago, which hung over the fireplace.
One of the more interesting WPA projects was called Trail Markers. An
earlier program had constructed “sky-hiway” trail markers for airplanes
throughout 21 northern Illinois counties, where the name of the town was
painted on the roofs of buildings. The WPA program called for markers to be

This Western Union telegram advised the
DeKalb County Board of Supervisors of
an allotment of $193,017 from the Work
Projects Administration.

placed in open spaces on the ground
where they could be seen from a
distance without sacrificing altitude.
The markers were made from waste
materials, such as broken bricks
or concrete, where the cost of the
materials was practically nothing. The
standard size of letters used was 20
feet by 26 feet.
Many wonderful projects were
completed by the WPA, but none as
prominent as the 1936 construction
of a new pool and bathhouse at
Hopkins Park in DeKalb
and in 1939 the Armory in
Sycamore.
The Armory would
be the new home for the
Regimental Headquarters
Company, 129th Infantry.
The building would be
where weapons and
ammunition were kept
and also included an
auditorium, drill room,
offices, and locker rooms.
The new building was later
used for fairs. ■
Information provided by
the Joiner History Room,
DeKalb County Archives

With WPA funds, the Sycamore Armory was constructed in 1939 for military training and weapons.
January 2019 CONNECTIONS
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the
Brandon Wessels

Analyzing Farm Data
Farm fields have varying soil types. Some soils are more productive
and others are less – so how can a farmer know where to plant his best
seed and how much to plant? Data analysis.
Like other industries, farming is competitive and data analysis is
crucial for optimizing decision making for the upcoming year. With each
passing day, technology (data analysis) becomes more and more reliable
and has become the core of modern-day farming.
When we get harvest wrapped up at our farm and park the combine
for winter, the first thing I do is pull the harvest data from our combine’s
yield monitor. In the past, we transferred the data using a physical
storage device such as a USB or memory card, but like the rest of the
world’s industries, farming is becoming more cloud-based and we now
have the convenience of transferring our data wirelessly.
Once all of the planting, nitrogen application, weed control, and
harvest data has been transferred to the office computer, we are able to
analyze it from a number of different levels. The information that can be
extracted is nearly limitless!
We can look at where seed varieties were planted and the type of soil
they were planted on, along with the planting date, speed, population
and much more. We can take each of these attributes and compare them
to other areas of the field where conditions may have been different and
make notes on the things we can optimize for the upcoming year.
As farmers continue to collect data year after year, they will see
a trend in their fields. By analyzing this data they can better utilize
their fertilizer dollars by basing the amount of nitrogen applied on the
productivity levels of the soil, and use those same soil productivity levels
to determine their hybrid selection and population.

Brandon Wessels is a seventh generation
grain farmer. He and his father grow corn and
soybeans as well as vegetables for their farm
produce stand. He also scouts fields for their
seed agency. Brandon and his wife reside in
rural DeKalb.

Technology in agriculture is ever
progressive and the tools we use for analyzing
data are only going to improve. The farming
industry has an exciting future!

This is a yield map from our last harvest. Notice
it gives the yield performance of the overall field as
well as a breakdown of yield by soil type and hybrid.
This image just skims the surface of what’s available
for data analysis in agriculture. For example, in the
bottom left corner of this field it shows a strip where
our yield dropped below 170 bushels per acre. Using
the data available to us we can look at this specific area
and determine the cause of the yield drop (pipeline
disturbance). The bottom right corner shows a low yield
(wet area). One thing that’s important to note, however,
is that data and technology won’t tell all – it’s still
crucial for a farmer to get his boots on the ground and
see what’s going on in his fields. ■
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What is THAT?
Some of the structures we see in our
rural landscape give glimpses into farm
practices of the past. Old barns, either
repurposed for new uses or falling into
disrepair, are one example. Corn cribs are
another.

CORN CRIBS

Before the invention of
combines, corn was harvested by
picking the entire ear.
After harvest, the corn could
be shelled with a machine or left
on the ear and fed to livestock.

However, before it
was shelled or fed to
livestock, the corn
had to be stored in
a way that would
prevent mold and
spoilage. Corn
cribs were used
for this purpose.
A corn crib is a
structure designed to store
ear corn. Corn cribs are ventilated to
allow air flow, and have sloping roofs
to keep rain off the stored grain.
Today, combines remove the
kernels while corn is being harvested
and grain dryers dry the grain for safe
storage. Instead of corn cribs, corn is
now stored in steel grain bins.

This corn crib is built of wood. A center alleyway allowed wagons to enter and
access the corn from inside. An elevator was used to move corn upwards and fill the
crib from the top. This style was the most common and can be seen on farms today.
Like all corn cribs, the walls
of this concrete block crib
have many openings to allow
for airflow. This kept the
stored ears from spoiling.
Raised floors helped keep
rodents away from the grain.

This round crib is constructed with
heavy galvanized steel wire and a steel
roof. It was used to store ear corn as
feed for livestock.

Ear corn (stored in cribs)
is corn that has not been
shelled, which means the
kernels are still attached to
the cob. Some farmers still
use ear corn as feed for
livestock, especially cattle. ■
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FAMILY HEALTH

Cooking is Comfort
As we settle in for winter and quiet ourselves after the holiday
bustle, take some time to be in the kitchen, the heart center of the
home.
Comfort yourself and others with food that is simple, yet feeds your
soul. Long simmering stews or soups are perfect for this task, plus
they are wonderful to share.
So treat yourself and someone else in your life to this delicious
Crockpot Minestrone with pesto. It’s sure to warm you and those you
gather with.

Crockpot Minestrone
1 tablespoon olive oil
1/2 large onion, chopped
2 cloves garlic, minced
1-inch piece lemon peel
1 large carrot, chopped
1 yellow squash, cut into half moon
4 cups baby spinach leaves
coarsely chopped

5 cups vegetable, beef or chicken stock
1 (14 1/2 ounce) can white beans
or chickpeas, drained rinsed and
spritzed with lemon
1 (14 1/2 ounce) can diced tomatoes
2 Italian sausages chopped
2-inch sprig rosemary
Salt and black pepper to taste

1. Heat skillet over medium heat, add oil and onion with a pinch of salt.
Saute onion until translucent, add garlic and saute until soft.
2. Combine cooked onion and garlic with vegetables and lemon peel.
Store overnight in the refrigerator.
3. Early in the day, combine all the Minestrone ingredients. Cook on
low for 6 to 8 hours. Remove and discard the rosemary sprig.
4. Enjoy the soup with a sprinkle of parmesan pesto and a slice of crusty
toasted bread.

Jo Cessna and Rachel Koroscik teach classes on
healthy eating, healthy cooking and healthy lifestyles
at the Leishman Center at Kishwaukee Hospital.

Join us in February for a class.
Bring a friend or make a new one.
Feb. 6
Seniors Connect & Cook
10-11 a.m.

Feb. 12

Creative Uses for Chocolate
10-11 a.m.

Feb. 20

Kids Can Cook: Spice It Up!
4:30-6:30 p.m.

Feb. 25

Can you Benefit from Omega 3 Fatty Acids?
6-7 p.m.

Feb. 27

One Pan Meals
6-8 p.m.

Feb. 28

Eat to Beat: Heart Disease
10-11 a.m.
To register for classes:
www.Kish-calendar.nm.org
or call 815-748-8962. ■
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FARM & FOOD
Food Expiration Dates – What do they mean?

Most people think the various dates on food packaging refer to when a food
will “go bad” or is “spoiled,” but sometimes the dates are simply an indication
of quality and not food safety.
Clear definitions and guidelines can help people make more informed choices
about when to discard food.

Key Terms

Open Date uses a calendar date on a food product. The Open Date is not a
safety date, instead, this label tells how long to display the product for sale at
the store.
Best if Used By (or Before) date is recommended for best flavor or quality.
This is not a date to purchase by, nor is it an indication that the product is unsafe
after this date.
Use By date is the
date recommended to
use the product by in
order to have the best
quality. This date has
been determined by
the manufacturer of
the product. Even
after the Use By date,
a food should remain
safe and wholesome
if it has been
properly stored and
handled. The Use By
date is required on infant formula because, over time, formula can separate and
clog the bottle’s nipple. Do not use infant formulas or similar medicinal food
products such as oral nutritional supplements or meal replacements after its Use
By date.
Closed or coded dates are packing numbers for use by the manufacturer.
Packaged on, Manufactured on or Prepared on. Packaging dates are
closely related to best before dates and are intended to give consumers an idea
of how long a product will maintain its quality. These dates are used on food
products with a shelf life of 90 days or less.
Sell By or Freeze By dates are other voluntary markings used in Canada
specifically, and can help the consumer make decisions about purchasing and
storing food.
Canned foods are safe indefinitely except when they are exposed to freezing
temperature or temperatures above 90° (32.2°C). A general rule is if the cans
are not rusted, dented or swollen, they are safe for consumption; however, the
following canned items are best used by the dates outlined below.
Canned tomatoes – use within 12-18 months of purchase
Canned fruit – use within 12-18 months of purchase
Canned vegetables – use within 2-5 years of purchase
Canned meat and fish – use within 2-5 years of purchase

Eggs

Purchase eggs before the Sell By
or Expiration (EXP) date on the
carton and use within 3-4 weeks
of purchase. Refrigerate them in
the original carton and store in the
coldest part of the refrigerator, not in
the door.

Meats

Fresh meats such as beef, pork
and lamb should be used within
2-4 days and kept refrigerated at
4°C (40°F). If it is brought home
and placed directly in the freezer,
it should be frozen at – 18°C (0°F)
for up to 8-12 months. Ground meat
and fresh seafood are an exception
– due to their smaller surface area
and increased exposure to oxygen,
ground meats and fish such as
scallops and shrimp should be kept
in the fridge only 1-2 days before
consumption and can last in the
freezer for 2-3 months.
Fish - Lean and fatty fish (cod,
flounder, salmon) should be used
within 3-4 days when refrigerated.
If freezing fish, lean white fish can
be frozen up to 6 months but fatty
fish such as salmon and trout only 2
months.
Poultry - Use poultry within 2-3
days of purchase or freeze for 2-3
months.
Sources: Best Food Facts,
Melissa Joy Dobbins, MS, RDN, CDE,
Robyn Barefoot, RDN
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Q: How are dairy farms different today, based on modern
technology, compared to the days of milking cows by
hand?

A: Farmers don’t milk cows by hand anymore. Today most
farms have milking parlors and can milk several cows
at a time. Technology has improved dairy farming.

My Grandpa milked cows by hand on our dairy farm with a stool
and a pail. Then my parents milked cows in our stanchion barn using
a strap over the cow which held the milking unit. Once the unit was
full of milk they would dump it into a pail and carry the milk to the
milk house.
In the 1960s I would help carry the milk from the barn to the milk
house and dump the milk into a strainer which looked like a giant
funnel in the top of the milk tank cooler. The milk tank had an ice
bank circulating cold water around the inside of the double wall tank
to cool the milk.
In the late 1970s, we put in a pipeline so we didn’t have to
carry milk to the milk house and we upgraded to automatic
takeoff milking units. The milking units transferred the milk
through the pipes in the barn directly into the milk tank. The
automatic takeoffs prompted the units to come off when the cow was
done milking.
Our newer milk tank with plate coolers uses well water to instantly
cool milk to about 60°. Many dairies use glycol chiller’s to cool the
milk instantly to 35° and pump it directly onto semi tanker’s that are
well insulated so the milk can be transported far distances.
In 2002, my brother and I built a milking parlor to
accommodate 16 cows at a time. A milking parlor allowed us to
stand in a concrete pit with the cows elevated on both sides for ease
of putting on milking units (with automatic takeoffs). Today on other
farms there are parlor carousels milking 80 to 100 cows at a time,
which takes approximately 10 minutes per revolution. Some dairy
farms use robots that can milk the cow whenever she wants to be
milked, 24 hours a day with no one being there. This technology
allows for much more efficiency and productivity.
We now have radio frequency tags for each of our 150 cows
which have the capabilities of tracking the production and
other information for our cows. With the addition of readers we
could monitor each cow’s time milked, her production, and a cow’s
temperature and health so we know that she continues to be healthy.
There are also rumination collars available which monitor their
temperature, the number of times the cow ruminates and her activity,
12
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Bill Deutsch is a fifth generation dairy and grain farmer.
He milks cows and grows corn, soybeans, wheat and
alfalfa. Bill and his wife reside on the family farm in
rural Sycamore.

similar to a Fitbit. This tells a farmer how active
she is to determine when to breed her and if she
goes off feed to know she’s not feeling well.
Newer buildings for dairy cows adjust
temperature and humidity with airflow from
large fans. Also farmers make it comfortable
for cows to lie down in barns with various
forms of bedding such as sand or newspapers.
Some barns even have power brushes so the
cows are also well groomed!
Feeding cows has become much more
efficient today based on technology. We used
to feed our cows by hand with a wheel barrel
and scoop for each individual cow. We now use
mixer wagons to blend the feed and large skid
loaders to feed a hundred cows at a time. Some
of the newer dairy barns have installed robots to
feed the cows.
A final note: Technology is important on
dairy farms, but just as important is keeping our
cows healthy and comfortable. As dairy farmers
we benefit, and our cows benefit too, from
more advanced technology. Consumers reap the
benefits as well because we are producing better
quality milk today and more of it, so the price is
reasonable. ■

FITBITS

for cows?

Some dairy farms are turning to fitness trackers,
similar to Fitbits, to monitor cows’ health and wellness.
Instead of counting steps and tracking fitness goals,
these precision dairy cattle monitoring systems
are able to detect when a cow may become ill.
The technology can also evaluate cow comfort
by monitoring activity, feeding time, resting time,
rumination, milk production, and body temperature.

The trackers are similar in appearance to the
Fitbits that people wear to monitor their health,
but cows wear them around their neck. The
trackers use sensory technology to record
and transfer information to a software system
monitored by the farm.
Precision dairy cattle monitoring technology can
benefit farmers and improve dairy production. ■

Sources: Dairy Herd Management magazine, reprinted by permission of Farm Journal, Inc.; Photo by Stephen Patton
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FARM COUNTRY

Challenging year expected for farmers
2019 farm incomes could average
negative for many farmers if corn
and soybean prices remain stagnant.
Gary Schnitkey, University of
Illinois Extension farm management
specialist, urges farmers to save up
now as he predicts this year will be a
challenging one.
“For 2019, incomes could average
negative for many farms if corn
prices continue to be near $3.50 and
the soybean price averages around
$8.50,” Schnitkey said last month
during the Illinois Farm Economics
Summit.
Non-land costs could increase by
an average of $25 per acre for corn
and $10 for soybeans next year, due
in part to higher costs for fertilizer.
Seed prices also remain near historic
highs and cash rent levels are slow to
adjust.
“I think that’s low,” Schnitkey
said of his cost estimates. “A lot
of farmers didn’t get anhydrous
ammonia on this fall (due to harvest
delays and wet conditions). I think

Annual Meeting Notice
Notice is hereby given that
the Annual Business Meeting
of the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau will be held on
Monday, Feb. 25 at 8 a.m.
in the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau Building, Sycamore, IL
to receive reports of the tellers
of election for directors for
the past year; and if approved,
confirm the reports of the
officers for the year ending
Dec. 31, 2018 and any other
business that may properly
come before the meeting. ■
Roy Plote
Secretary
14
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(fertilizer) prices will be even higher
this spring.”
The higher cost estimates coupled
with the possibility of a return to
near trend yields in 2019 set up a
potentially grim outlook. It could be
even worse as the federal government
currently projects no market
facilitation payments next year.
If those factors all play out,
Schnitkey projects average net
income on Illinois crop farms of
minus $60,000 in 2019.
“That’s worse than anything we
saw in the 1980s,” he said. “It’s not
good.”
The outlook looks better if yields
are high again next year, as that could
produce a break-even year. Farm
income for 2019 could be positive if
above-trend yields are accompanied
by higher prices (possibly induced by
a drought elsewhere) or another round
of market facilitation payments.
Farm income turned out better than
expected on many Illinois farms this
year due to a combination of record
or near-record yields, opportunities
last spring to market crops at higher

Gary Schnitkey projects average net farm
income of –$60,000 in 2019.

prices (about 20 to 30 percent was
sold ahead) and the two rounds of
trade-aid payments.
“Most farms are still in pretty
strong financial position, although
there’s some in the lower end we’re
concerned about,” Schnitkey said.
“2019 looks challenging, but it could
change.”

Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

Farm management strategies for 2019
Gary Schnitkey offers these suggestions for farmers in the new year:
- Build working capital out of 2018.
- Forgo capital investments.
- Prepare a 2019 cash flow using price averages of $3.60 corn and $8.50
beans with two sets of yields (the five-year average and approved yields
for crop insurance).
- Conduct 2019 tax planning and begin marketing the ’19 crop.
- Talk to landowners. Some cash rent levels need to be lowered. ■

FARM COUNTRY

New year, new laws for agriculture
The new year ushers in new state
laws, including some of particular
interest to farmers and agriculture.
During the 2018 legislative session,
Illinois Farm Bureau successfully
gained passage of a couple of state
legislative priorities.

Harvest season truck permit

– Starting Jan. 1, Illinois farmers
gain a new ability to efficiently
haul crops on state highways
between Sept. 1 and Dec. 31
without requiring a gubernatorial
declaration. The new law allows

farmers to apply for a free special
permit from the Illinois Department
of Transportation (IDOT).
A farmer may apply to IDOT to
haul up to 10 percent more than the
gross vehicle weight on a state route,
excluding interstate highways. The
harvest season permit will allow
gross and axle weight overages for
a divisible load and the vehicle’s
weight to exceed its registered/license
plate weight.
Farmers are required to check with
local road jurisdictions about the

No beans in the teens anytime soon
Expect soybean prices to average
around $9 and corn to be under
$4 this year, says Scott Irwin,
University of Illinois ag economist.
Irwin’s analysis shows the best
times of the current price era could
be in the rearview mirror, although
chances of a rally always exist
in such a cyclical and weatherdependent business.
Prices during the first eight years
of the current price era (2007-13)
averaged $4.90 for corn and $11.73
for beans, but since that time
averages from 2014-18 slipped to
$3.57 for corn and $9.75 for beans.
Irwin’s research, combined with
that of retired U of I ag economist
Darrel Good, shows a pattern. Each
of the last three new eras in crop
prices was triggered by a demanddriven “boom period” when prices
skyrocketed. That period lasted
between four to eight years.
Each time investments in the
ag industry and farm production
increased, along with the cost
structure, during the boom period,
which created an oversupply
situation that pressures prices for
years at a time. Irwin believes the
farm sector reached that phase in
recent years.

Scott Irwin: One of the ways to achieve
higher grain prices would be some type of
supply shock, such as a drought.

Looking ahead, he predicts price
averages around $3.75 per bushel
for corn (with a range of $2.90 to
$5.50) and $9 for beans (with a range
of $7-$13). One of the only ways to
achieve the high end of those ranges
anytime soon would be some type of
supply shock, such as a drought.
“I think we’re in the second phase
(of the new price era) where nominal
prices have pressure to fall,” Irwin
said. “But we are going to have
droughts in the future. When that
happens, we will get higher prices.” ■
Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

possible need for permits on their
roads and may need to seek a permit
from each road’s jurisdiction. Each
jurisdiction can specify the dates for
which a permit is valid based on the
law designating Sept. 1 through Dec.
1 as the available permit season.
Local jurisdictions have the ability
to allow or not allow trucks to operate
at higher rates on their roads and
may waive the requirement to carry a
written permit.

Covered Farm Vehicle
designation – Farmers with vehicles

registered for 8,000 pounds or less
with specialty plates can now receive
a Covered Farm Vehicle (CFV)
designation on the vehicle registration
card.
Vehicle owners requesting the CFV
designation must pay an additional
$10 surcharge to receive the
designation.
To qualify for the CFV exemption,
the vehicle must be driven by a
farmer or employee of a farmer and
only used for that farming operation;
registered with a farm plate; driven
anywhere within Illinois or less than
150 miles outside Illinois; if weighing
more than 26,001 pounds; not
driven for hire; and not transporting
hazardous materials.
Wooded land transfers –
The law allows a transfer of wooded
property from one spouse to another
without disqualifying the wooded
acreage from the provisions for the
assessment of the untransferred
wooded acreage.

Urban agriculture zones –

Municipalities may create urban
agriculture zones and offer tax
incentives to businesses associated with
qualified agricultural products.
Municipalities would also be
allowed to authorize local utilities to
offer wholesale or reduced rates for
businesses in urban agriculture zones. ■
Source: Illinois Farm Bureau
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DEKALB AG Alumni earmark funds for scholarship
It was a bittersweet moment for the
DEKALB AG Alumni Association.
The Alumni voted to disband their
association but are using their
remaining funds for an agricultural
scholarship.
At the 40th Annual DEKALB
AG Alumni Reunion, members of
the association decided it was time
for the group to disperse based on
dwindling numbers of members
connected to the former DEKALB
AG Research Company. Many of the
alumni members were once employed
by the seed corn giant headquartered
in DeKalb.

“The scholarship would be a
perpetual reminder of DEKALB AG’s
innovations and commitment to
agricultural research.”
Tom Plote, DEKALB AG Alumni President

Following the reunion last fall,
the AG Alumni Board considered
several options for the remaining
treasury funds. The one that had the
most logical appeal was the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Foundation,
noted Tom Plote, Alumni Board
President. More than a century ago
the DeKalb County Soil Improvement

DEKALB AG Alumni Board members present a check for $6,400 to the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau Foundation for the establishment of a new DEKALB AG Scholarship.
(From left) Shown are Dan Rozzen, Alumni Vice President; Delmer Gross, Alumni
Director; Mark Tuttle, Farm Bureau Foundation President; Daryl Rolland, Alumni Director;
Tom Plote, Alumni President; and Harry Leffler, Alumni Director.

Association was formed, which was
the predecessor to the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau and DEKALB AG
Research.
“The AG Alumni Board felt this
would be an excellent way to honor
the Soil Improvement Association
(through Farm Bureau) for their
innovation and visionary leadership
in agriculture. The scholarship would
be a perpetual reminder of DEKALB
AG’s innovations and commitment to
agricultural research,” said Plote.

Donations sought for DEKALB AG Scholarship
Please consider a donation to the DEKALB AG Scholarship fund.
Donations are currently being accepted at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation, 1350 W. Prairie Dr., Sycamore, IL 60178.
The DEKALB AG Alumni Association has made an initial gift, but more
funds are needed for the named scholarship. The Alumni and Farm Bureau
Foundation have set a goal of $30,000 by the summer of 2019.
The named scholarship would assist college students pursuing careers in
agriculture. One DEKALB AG Scholarship would be granted annually.
Contact Mariam Wassmann, Foundation Administrator, to discuss
scholarship donations, 815-756-6361.
16
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The Alumni Association gifted
their remaining funds of $6,400 to
the Farm Bureau Foundation earlier
this month. With these funds and
additional donations, the Foundation
and Alumni are interested in
creating a new scholarship that
would be named the DEKALB AG
Scholarship.
Farm Bureau and the AG Alumni
are asking persons to donate to
this college scholarship fund with
a goal of reaching $30,000 and
aligning with other named endowed
scholarships. Ultimately, one
DEKALB AG Scholarship would be
granted annually for perpetuity.
“The new scholarship would
continue the namesake of DEKALB
AG, which was an important
research company for agriculture
and our local community,” said
Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm
Bureau Foundation President. “This
scholarship epitomizes the past
with promise for the future through
students who are preparing to make
significant strides in agriculture.” ■

The Morning Sun Warms a Frosted Crib
Photo by Valerie Weberpal
Farm Bureau member Valerie Weberpal photographed this beautiful view of the sun as it reflected off of her Sycamore corn crib.
The 1950s crib had previously been used for grain storage. It has since been renovated into an art studio and shop for Valerie.

Best of Barns Photo Contest
Snap a photo of a barn and enter our photo contest.
• Photo contest is open to local,
amateur photographers.
• Take photographs of any DeKalb
County barns and other farm
buildings like corn cribs and sheds.
They do not need to be buildings
that you own.

• Photos may include the entire
structure, interior shots, or closer
pictures of the buildings attributes.
• Make sure your camera or
smartphone is set to the highest
resolution for quality and your
photo is sent at its original size.
The submitted photo must be the
photographer’s original work.

• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@
dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief
description of the barn’s location
and the city you are from.
• Each month a winning photo
will be chosen and published in
CONNECTIONS magazine. ■
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The Business of

Ultrasounding Beef

“The business gives me the ability to be involved in cutting-edge
ultrasound technology and also work in the cattle business.”
18
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Robert “Bert” Hueber knows a
good ribeye when he sees one.
As a certified ultrasound technician
Bert evaluates ribeyes regularly for
Beef Performance Technology. He
uses the ultrasound technology as a
tool to aid cattle feeders in producing
a high quality product for consumers.
Bert ultrasounds thousands of
beef cattle raised in local feedlots,
which gives him a good look at the
live animal’s ribeye and the carcass
potential.
“It’s a marketing tool where you get
cattle sold at optimum harvest points
based on weight, back fat thickness
and the marbling score,” said Bert.
“Backfat correlates to yield grade and
marbling equates to quality grade.”
The ultrasound technology gives
farmers an edge on quality control
resulting in a more consistent product
in the meat counter.

Cattle Farmer

Bert Hueber understands all there
is to raising beef cattle. He’s done it
most of his life. The Malta farm boy
grew up raising cattle with his father,
Roger. Then after he earned a college
degree in agriculture he returned
to his rural roots to work for cattle
feeders.

Bert Hueber ultrasounds a steer at J. Willrett Farms, a useful tool for obtaining valuable
carcass information. The squeeze chute keeps the animal contained and calm during the
ultrasound.

“I’ve always enjoyed the livestock side of agriculture – on our farm and other
farms,” said Bert.
For almost three decades now he has worked at J. Willrett Farms in rural
Malta. From the onset he worked closely in the feedlot with Jim and now works
with Jim’s son, Jamie.
“I love working with cattle,’ stated Bert. He oversees the day-to-day care of
the feedlot cattle “reading bunks” to assess feed needs and “walking pens” to
determine that all of the bovines are healthy.
Twenty-three years ago Bert expressed interest in ultrasounding cattle in
conversations with the Willretts. The Willretts had first learned about the
ultrasound technology through their nutritionist who hailed from Nebraska.
They partnered with Larson Farms of Maple Park to acquire the ultrasound
equipment and form the company Beef Performance Technology. ►

What the ultrasound image shows
The ultrasound technology used for carcass trait measurements is called
real-time ultrasound. Real-time ultrasound uses high frequency sound
waves to see under the animal’s hide. This is the same technology used for
pregnancy in humans.
The sound-emitting probe is placed on the animal’s back, over the 12th
and 13th rib, and the sound waves penetrate the tissues creating a crosssectional image on the ultrasound machine monitor. This process is harmless
to animals.
The ultrasound machine displays the reflected sound waves as an image
on the screen. This image shows backfat, marbling and muscle depth
measurements of a beef animal’s ribeye. The top of the image (that looks
like lines) is the backfat. The boxed area shows marbling (white flecks) in
the meat tissue. The image and related measurements from the live animal
carcass ultrasound can be used to estimate carcass retail yield and meat
quality.
With this immediate ultrasound data, cattle get a colored tag based on

their scores. Then when the fat cattle are
marketed they are sorted into optimum
harvest groups by colored tag. This
process prevents cattle from being too fat
or overweight. Feedlot cattle are generally
scanned at 60-90 days before harvest. ■
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The Business of

Ultrasounding Beef

continued

As cattle farmers, they recognized the value in the
ultrasound technology that would be used in their feedlots
and on other cattle farms. The technology and software was
purchased from developer John Brethour with Kansas State
University who started the Cattle Performance Evaluation
Company (CPEC).
In 1996 Beef Performance Technology established a
contract with CPEC to be exclusive to the state of Illinois
with their ultrasound business. They were also the first
ultrasound business to start up east of the Mississippi River.

Ultrasound Technician

Bert Hueber was trained and certified as an ultrasound
Jamie Willrett and Bert Hueber review the ultrasound data for
technician by Professor Brethour. The equipment and
each animal and for each pen of beef steers to assess the overall
software provided all the components for live carcass
herd performance.
measurements and evaluations.
“When I first started I was scared of the technology
because I didn’t have the computer experience,” stated Bert. “But it came in
Eventually, he remained in
time with usage.”
DeKalb County to concentrate on
His ultrasound equipment consists of a scanning probe, the ultrasound
local feedlots. Today he provides
machine for originating the live carcass image, and a laptop computer for
ultrasound services for four area
recording the image and data.
feedlots.
With all of his gear, he was on the road regularly as he traveled from
He ultrasounds about 20,000
central Nebraska to central Ohio to ultrasound cattle. After a few years, Bert
feedlot cattle each year. The cattle
became one of the co-owners of Beef Performance Technology with the
he ultrasounds are yearlings (1-1.5
Willrett and Larson Farms.
years old) and are typically scanned
a couple of months before reaching
market weight. The measurements
help determine how many more days
on feed for each animal to reach
an average weight of 1,400 pounds
and achieve the best quality carcass
attainable.
Once Bert has scanned a pen of
cattle he provides the producer with
a printout which shows average
weight, backfat thickness and
marbling score for the pen and for
each animal. Also computed are the
finish weight and projections for
yield grades and quality grades of the
carcass.
“Packers want cattle that will be
choice or prime,” explained Bert.
When harvested, the cattle are
graded by USDA inspectors. “The
accuracy of live cattle ultrasound
projections are 80-85% in line with
As an ultrasound technician for Beef Performance Technology, Bert Hueber analyzes
USDA inspected carcass data.” ►
ultrasound images and data and provides a printout for each beef farm.
20
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“Ultrasound helps with sending
more consistent animals to the
plant,” he continued. “The key is to
avoid having cattle that are too big
or too fat or we will get discounted
on price.”
Jamie Willrett finds value in the
ultrasound technology which in turn
puts profit in his pocket. “It provides
about a $15 per animal benefit,” he
said. Jamie reviews the ultrasound
data to determine his herd’s
performance.
Bert says that Beef Performance
Technology has been a worthwhile
venture. “The business gives me the
ability to be involved in cutting-edge
ultrasound technology and also work
in the cattle business.”

Beef Promoter

Because of his enthusiasm for the
beef industry, Bert Hueber takes
time to help others understand the
cattle business.
He has demonstrated the
ultrasound technology for students
and teachers alike. Bert has shown
how ultrasound technology works
for educators participating in the

Helping others understand this new wave of technology, Bert Hueber explains
ultrasounding beef to teachers. These teachers toured a beef farm and observed the
technology during the Summer Ag Institute.

Summer Ag Institute. He has explained the data to college students in tours
of the beef farm. He also provides the ultrasound service for 4-H members
who are enrolled in the Beef Efficiency project.
The cattle farmer previously served as president of the DeKalb-Kane
Cattlemen’s Association and participated in several local beef promotional
programs.
Bert is passionate about so many things in life but his ultimate favorites
are: family, his Harley motorcycle, and of course BEEF! ■

After each beef animal has had an ultrasound, they are given a
colored tag based on their score. Then when the fat cattle are
marketed they are sorted by colored tag into groups. This helps
for consistency with weight and carcass finish.
January 2019 CONNECTIONS
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Farm Bureau scholarships now available
The DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation announces the availability
of application forms for its Senior
Scholarships.
The Foundation will grant 10
scholarships to deserving high school
seniors pursuing a college education.
High school seniors who will be
attending a two or four-year college,
university or vocational/technical
school in the fall of 2019 are eligible
to apply.
To be eligible, a student’s
immediate family must have been
a member in good standing of
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
continuously since Jan. 1, 2017.
Scholarship selection is based
on academics, leadership, and
community service. The scholarship

AGCO

AGCO is offering scholarships
to students in Illinois pursuing agrelated college degrees.
AGCO Parts Platinum Scholarship
($2,500) – One scholarship award
will be given to a student who has
completed at least one full year of
college education in an ag-related
field.
• AGCO Global Women’s
Network Scholarship ($1,000) – Two
scholarships will be provided for the
college education of women pursuing
degrees in an ag-related career field.
• AGCO Parts Division Scholarship
($1,000) – Two scholarships will be
given for the college education of
students pursuing degrees in an agrelated career field.
Applications are available on the
Kane County Farm Bureau website:
www.kanecfb.com or by contacting
their Foundation at 630-584-8660.
Application deadline is Feb. 15. ■
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award is for a total of $1,200 for the
freshman year of college.
The application form can be
found at www.PlantALegacy.org.
Complete the application and submit
online. A high school transcript and
academic information is also required
from high school counselors.
The complete application is due
by Friday, March 8. ■
Allie Schneider was one of the 2018
recipients of the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau Senior Scholarship. She is a
freshman at Northern Illinois University
studying industrial engineering.

John Buck Memorial

Applications are now being accepted for the John Buck Memorial
Scholarship. High school students in DeKalb, Kane, McHenry, Boone, Lake,
DuPage or Will County are eligible to apply.
John Buck was the founder of Buck Brothers, Inc. and J.W. Turf, dealers
and distributors of John Deere farm equipment and golf course maintenance
equipment, respectively. In recognition of Buck’s passion for agriculture and
golf, his family and friends established the John Buck Memorial Scholarship for
agriculture students through the Kane County Farm Bureau Foundation.
One $1,000 scholarship will be given to a high school senior who will be
pursuing a college education in an ag-related field.
Applications are available on the Kane County Farm Bureau website at www.
kanecfb.com, through the local county Farm Bureau offices, at Buck Brothers,
Inc. or J.W. Turf in Hampshire or by contacting the Kane County Farm Bureau
Foundation, at 630-584-8660.
The application deadline is Feb. 15. ■

SWCD Simonson

One $1,000 scholarship will be awarded to a DeKalb County high school
graduating senior interested in or intending to pursue a career in agriculture, the
environment, or land use from the DeKalb County Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD).
The Simonson Scholarship was established to recognize the Simonson
Family’s commitment in support of agriculture, the environment, and in the
promotion of sound land use practices.
Applicant must be a resident of DeKalb County, a high school graduating
senior, and enrolled as a full-time freshman at a college/university.
Application deadline is March 30.
For application and other information visit: www.swcdekalbil.org or contact
the DeKalb County Soil & Water Conservation District, 815-756-3234, ext. 3. ■

SCHOLARSHIPS

IAA offers scholarships for ag students
Agriculture students and Illinois
Farm Bureau® (IFB) members and
their children are encouraged to apply
for 72 college scholarships offered
by the IAA Foundation, Illinois Farm
Bureau’s charitable arm.
The scholarships, range from
$1,000 to $7,500 per year, and a total
of $110,000 will be awarded for the
2019-2020 school year.

“We are excited to offer student
scholarships,” said Susan Moore,
IAA Foundation director. “It is a
great privilege to support the next
generation of leaders and encourage
continuing education in agricultural
fields.”
Students may apply for a variety
of scholarships, including three IAA
Foundation Top Scholarships, where

Leopold Education

The Leopold Education Project Scholarship provides scholarships to
college students studying in a natural resource field such as conservation, fish
or wildlife biology, botany, conservation education, ecology, foresty, soils,
pollution control, or water quality.
The $1,000 scholarship is open to students in northern Illinois from the
counties of DeKalb, Boone, Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry, Will and
Winnebago. Applicant must be attending or enrolled at a two-year or four-year
college.
Selection is based upon academic record, a demonstrated commitment to
natural resource conservation activities, honors, work experience, statement of
educational and career goals, and natural resource oriented community service.
To apply, download the scholarship at www.swcdekalbil.org and mail to the
Boone County Soil & Water Conservation District.
Applications are due by Friday, Feb. 15.
For more information contact the Boone County SWCD office, 815-544-2677. ■

Compeer Financial

The Compeer Financial Fund for Rural America, the corporate giving
program of Compeer Financial, is now accepting applications for its high school
senior scholarship program.
A total of 120 scholarships, worth $1,500 each, will be awarded.
The Compeer Financial High School Senior Scholarship Program is designed
for students who will major in agriculture or an agriculture-related field, or have
an agricultural or rural background. Students who plan on attending a college,
university or technical school are eligible.
To qualify, graduating seniors must live in Compeer Financial’s 144-county
territory and have a 3.0 or higher GPA. Scholarship recipients are selected based
on a combination of academic achievement, agricultural and community youth
organization involvement and essays.
To apply, students should visit www.compeer.com to download the
application form. Applications must be received by March 15. ■

winners will each receive $5,000
awards. Another $7,500 award goes
to the Illinois Farm Bureau Legacy
of Leadership scholarship winner.

“We are excited to offer student
scholarships. It is a great privilege
to support the next generation of
leaders and encourage continuing
education in agricultural fields.”
Susan Moore, IAA Foundation director

In addition to family scholarships
often established to honor the
memory of a loved one, the IAA
Foundation offers scholarships on
behalf of organizations such as
Prairie Farms Dairy and the St.
Louis Dairy Council.
All applicants must be high school
seniors accepted for enrollment,
or students already enrolled at an
accredited college, university or
community college. Scholarships
are awarded for exceptional
academic ability, leadership and
financial need. Previous winners of
an IAA Foundation scholarship are
eligible to apply again.
A full listing of available
scholarships, eligibility guidelines,
and application documents are
available at the Foundation website,
www.iaafoundation.org.
Completed applications must be
submitted online by Feb. 1.
For more information, contact the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau or the
IAA Foundation at 309-557-2230. ■
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TRIPS

See “Grumpy Old Men” at Circa 21
Fasten your seat belts, it’s going to
be a grumpy ride!
Don’t miss this laugh-out-loud
story of family, friendship, love and
romance in a fresh new musical at
Circa 21 on Friday, April 26.
Based on the 1993 movie starring
Jack Lemmon, Walter Mattheau and
Ann-Margret, “Grumpy Old Men”
is the story of two aging neighbors,
Max and John, who have been
feuding for more than fifty years.
When the beautiful and charming
Ariel moves in across the street, the
rivalry is raised to new heights! Can
her love and compassion reunite their
friendship?
DeKalb County Farm Bureau has

reserved seating for
the show and lunch at
the Circa 21 Dinner
Playhouse in Rock
Island.
Farm Bureau members
may register for this day
trip beginning Monday,
Feb. 4 at 8 a.m. by
visiting or calling the
Farm Bureau office,
815-756-6361. Spaces
remaining will be sold at
the Prime Timers luncheon that same
day at 11 a.m. and thereafter at the
Farm Bureau office.
Cost is $74 for members, $84 for
guests. Price includes the show, lunch
and motor coach transportation.

The motor coach departs from Farm
Bureau at 9:30 a.m. and returns by 6
p.m.
This day trip is being sponsored
by the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Prime Timers Committee. ■

2019 Farm Bureau Trips
Feb. 21
Club Arcada & Nick Pontarelli Band
St. Charles

April 26
“Grumpy Old Men”
Circa 21, Rock Island

Oct. 12
Galena Shopping & Country Fair
Galena

March 20
The Convertibles at White Fence Farm
Romeoville

May 18
Odyssey River Vessel Cruise
Chicago River

Nov. 7
Andrew & His Sisters, White Pines
Oregon

March 22-28
Music Road: Nashville & Memphis, TN
Arranged by American Classic Tours

Aug. 17
“Come From Away”
Cadillac Theater, Chicago

Dec. 14
Christmas Cruise & Festival of Trees
Williams Bay, WI
This is a partial listing of trips.

2018 Summer trip to the Ark Encounter
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TRIPS

Doo Wop with the Convertibles
Spring into Doo Wop with the
talented Convertibles.
Enjoy fabulous harmonies with
songs from the ‘50s and ‘60s in
a show at White Fence Farm on
Wednesday, March 20.
The Convertibles quartet has
roots in four-part barbershop
harmony. They perform a cappella
and use their voices to generate the
popular doo-wop sound. From the
Chicagoland area, Lou, Ron, Tom and
Glenn sing, share some jokes, and
other surprises.
Farm Bureau has reserved seating
for the show in the small theater at
White Fence Farm. After the show,
the group will adjourn to the dining
room to enjoy a homestyle lunch.
White Fence Farm is famous for their
fried chicken dinner with corn fritters.

See the Convertibles at White Fence Farm on March 20 with Farm Bureau.

Cost of this day trip is $64 for
members, $74 for guests.
Farm Bureau members may register
for this day trip by visiting or calling

the Farm Bureau office, 815756-6361, while spaces are still
available. Payment by credit card
or check accepted. ■

Music Road: Nashville to Memphis Trip in March
Celebrate the best of Nashville,
America’s Music City, and Memphis,
Home of the Blues, in a spring trip.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau and
American Classic Tours present the
Music Road Trip, March 22-28.
Registration is currently being
accepted.

Nashville highlights include:
2-night stay at Opryland Hotel &
Resort; guided tour of Nashville
including Music Row featuring
recording studios, homes of music
stars, Parthenon, Ryman Auditorium;
Country Music Hall of Fame private
session with one of Nashville’s

songwriters; Grand Ole Opry Show.
Memphis highlights include: 3-night
stay at the new Guest House at
Graceland Hotel; platinum tour of Elvis
Presley’s home, grave site, aircraft, cars;
guided tour of Memphis showcasing
Mississippi Riverfront, downtown, Sun
Studios, Peabody Hotel Duck March;
Rock and Soul Museum; Gibson guitar
factory tour.
Also featured is the Shiloh National
Military Park, St. Louis Art Museum and
Gateway Arch, among other attractions
plus meals and entertainment.
Cost is $2,698 per person double
occupancy, $3,298 single occupancy.
Price includes deluxe motorcoach
transportation, six nights hotel
accommodations, 15 meals, all taxes and
gratuities, tour director, all attractions
and tours, travel insurance and more.
For a detailed itinerary visit the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau office.
Final registration and payment is due
by Feb. 1. ■
January 2019 CONNECTIONS

25

AG LITERACY

Exploring
STEM
Careers
“I didn’t know I can be a
graphic designer AND work
in agriculture.” –Alex
“I want to be an animal
nutritionist because I like
science and math.”
–Vanessa
These are just two of the
responses generated by
460 students who recently
experienced “Exploring
STEM Careers in Agriculture” lessons. The presentations were conducted
in 20 fifth grade classrooms around the county.
During the presentation, students explored a wide variety of farm and
non-farm jobs. Each student studied a photo and description of a different
career. They answered questions about what areas of STEM (science,
technology, engineering, and math) the career might involve, what it might be
like to work in that career, why the career is important to society, and whether
or not they thought they would enjoy working in that job.

The STEM Careers in Agriculture lesson gives students a chance to discuss careers
they may never have heard of before. Here, volunteer Bronwyn Burgweger engages in
discussion with a group of Jefferson Elementary students.
26
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Volunteer Mindy Smitz reviews the
definition of agriculture with fifth
graders at Lincoln Elementary in
DeKalb during a recent “Exploring
STEM Careers in Agriculture”
presentation.

In small groups and as a class,
students shared what they had
learned about their agricultural
career. Then the fifth graders
reinforced their new knowledge
by playing several rounds of
“STEM Career Bingo.”
Emphasizing the idea that there
are many facets of the industry,
the presentations were delivered
by volunteers from various areas
of agriculture, including soil
conservation, education, finance,
insurance, public policy, and farm
management.
Volunteer presenters for the
program included Katie Betz,
Bronwyn Burgweger, Landon
Faivre, Dean Johnson, Eric
Lawler, Kevin McArtor, Bob
Pritchard, Danielle Rudsinski,
Mindy Smitz, and Beth White. ■

Ag in the Classroom volunteers needed
You can make a difference in ag understanding!

Each year during February, farm and agribusiness
volunteers deliver Ag in the Classroom (AITC) lessons
to 1st-4th grade classrooms across DeKalb County.
AITC volunteer training will take place at Farm Bureau
on Thursday, January 24 at 6:30 p.m. Attendees will
hear a detailed overview of each lesson.
Presentation supplies will be available for pick up and
return at Farm Bureau beginning the night of training and
continuing through early March.

What will the AITC presentations accomplish?

The Ag in the Classroom lessons are designed to:
 Teach students how farming provides food, clothing,
and everyday products.
 Connect students with real-life farmers and
agribusiness men and women.
 Engage students in meaningful, memorable, hands-on
activities that increase their awareness of agriculture.

Who visits classrooms to deliver AITC lessons?

You! AITC volunteers are individuals who are willing to
share their time and ag expertise, including farmers, agribusiness people, FFA members, and others who are
passionate about the ag industry. Last year over 100
volunteers delivered AITC lessons in 135 classrooms.

How are AITC volunteers matched with classrooms?


Teachers request presentations by submitting request
forms with their contact information and preferred
presentation times.



Volunteers view the list of requesting classrooms
posted at www.GrowYoungMinds.org in midJanuary and then reserve the classrooms they wish to
visit by e-mailing rcollins@dekalbfarmbureau.org.



Volunteers receive copies of teachers' request forms
and use this information to contact teachers and
schedule their presentations.

For more information on becoming an AITC volunteer,
contact Rhodora at rcollins@dekalbfarmbureau.org or
815-756-6361.

What will students learn?

A unique lesson has been created for each grade level:

1st Grade – More Than a Seed




What are the steps of crop production?
What do seeds need in order to germinate?
Students will plant corn & soybean seeds and learn
how those crops impact their own lives.

2nd Grade – From Cow to Ice Cream
Where do milk & other dairy products come from?
What are the steps of dairy production and how do
farmers keep cows healthy?
 Students will make their own ice cream and learn
why dairy is important in a healthy diet.



3rd Grade – It’s an Earful





How is field corn different from other kinds of corn?
How do farmers grow and harvest corn?
How is corn used and how does it help us?
Students will examine the life cycle of corn, dissect a
corn kernel, and investigate the types and uses of corn.

4th Grade – Mapping Illinois Agriculture





What products do we get from Illinois agriculture?
How does agriculture connect to our lives?
How do you find locations on a road map?
Students will identify products from Illinois
agriculture and use maps to locate ag-related sites.
January 2019 CONNECTIONS
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PRIME TIMERS

Historical markers showcase local heritage
DeKalb County is preserving its
heritage with historical markers.
Twenty-nine historical markers have
been installed to commemorate
significant moments in history.
Learn more about the historical
markers at the Feb. 4 Prime Timers
program at the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau. Donna Langford, manager
of operations for the DeKalb Area
Agricultural Heritage Association
(DAAHA), will be the guest speaker.
Langford is a historian and museum
professional who has been involved
with the historical markers and other
DAAHA programs. She will provide
members with a Powerpoint program
showcasing many of the markers and
See historical markers like this one of the first DEKALB hybrid corn breeding plot in a
associated history, such as the first
program at Farm Bureau on Feb. 4.
breeding plot used by Tom Roberts, Sr.
and Charlie Gunn to experiment with
hybridizing corn.
A booklet of all of the historical
Donna Langford,
Other historical markers include:
manager of
markers will be distributed.
Chief Shabbona, the Underground
operations for
The Feb. 4 program begins at 1
DAAHA, will
Railroad, DeKalb County Farm Bureau, p.m. in the Farm Bureau Theater.
showcase historical
Jacob Haish, the Marsh Harvester and
Prior to the program, lunch will be
markers in a
many more. Each marker increases an
served in the auditorium for Prime
Powerpoint program
awareness of and an appreciation for ag
Timers. Lunch fee is $7, payable by
for Farm Bureau
innovation heritage.
Jan. 29 at the Farm Bureau office. ■
Prime Timers.

Black Tie Jazz Trio performs for Prime Timers in March
If you like the music of crooners
like Frank Sinatra, Mel Tormé and
Nat King Cole, you will enjoy
listening to the Black Tie Jazz Trio.
The Black Tie Jazz Trio will
perform for Prime Timers on Monday,
March 4 at the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau. Their performance begins at
1 p.m. in the Farm Bureau Theater.
The Trio consists of Kirk
Lundbeck, trombone/vocals; Denny
Vaupel, keyboard/vocals; and Joe
Pasteris, percussion.

28
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Each of the local musicians has a
degree in music and has performed
a wide variety of musical styles
throughout their individual musical
careers. Combining their talents, the
Trio plays music from jazz standards,
show tunes in a jazz style, and easylistening smooth jazz.
Before their performance, lunch
will be served at 12-noon in the Farm
Bureau Auditorium for Prime Timers,
Farm Bureau members 55+ years.
Lunch fee is $7, payable by Feb. 26. ■

The Black Tie Trio of Denny Vaupel, Kirk
Lundbeck and Joe Pasteris will entertain
Prime Timers on March 4 at Farm Bureau.

COUNTRY
Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Are your estate affairs in order?
No one ever thinks tragedy will strike him or her personally.
It is important to have a plan in place to address how you would
like to be cared for and how your finances should be handled in
the event of death, disability or incapacitation.
An essential step in financial planning is estate planning.
A good estate plan will articulate your desires to ensure your
expectations are met should the need arise.
According to www.estateplanning.com, you don’t have to be
living like the rich and famous to need an estate plan. An estate
simply consists of all your property and possessions. Regardless
of the size, your estate will need direction when the time comes.
The advantage to estate planning is the designation of
someone you trust to manage your affairs and follow your
specific written instructions to ultimately provide you with
peace of mind. Failure to take action in time can have
catastrophic consequences. Don’t delay!

Take immediate action on the following:
• Ensure your beneficiary information for company benefits (401(k),
pension, life insurance), other insurance policies and/or investments
you may have are up-to-date.
• Establish a will and a living trust with a qualified estate planning
attorney.
• Inform those selected as executor of your estate and/or your
beneficiary(s) of their appointment and how to contact your attorney.
• Your plan may need to be updated as you experience life events.
Review your plan annually.
Review the Financial Education Foundational Planning and Preparing for
Retirement sections on the website for more information on estate planning.

About the COUNTRY
Financial® group
The COUNTRY Financial
group (www.countryfinancial.
com) serves about one million
households and businesses
throughout the United States and
offers a full range of financial
products and services from
auto, home, business, farm and
life insurance to retirement
planning services, investment
management and annuities. ■

www.countryfinancial.com
1018-138
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Thankful for Thank-Yous
We love receiving notes of gratitude at Farm Bureau, especially from
children. Students often share with us what they’ve learned after a farm
field trip or classroom presentation. Here’s a look at some thank-yous
that made us smile.

30
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Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

The (hidden) growing season
I’ve been discouraged by the
unrelenting dull chill of winter. In
these dark months, it seems like day
after sunless day is raw and barren.
The trees are gray and stiff. Shriveled
brown stems lie limply in pots and
flowerbeds that danced with color a
few months ago.
Fields that were filled with waving
green corn are lifeless expanses of
muddy stalks which may or may not
be brightened by a blanket of snow.
Shed doors which stood open in
the spring and summer warmth and
activity are shut tight against the cold
wind. Nothing moves, save either
that which is pushed by the wind or
bundled tightly against it. Nothing is
growing.
Except, as a friend recently
reminded me, so many things are
growing, or at least preparing for the
next season of growth. We just can’t
see it.
I had to think about that for awhile.
Gazing out the window at snow
flurries, bare fields, and gray sky, all
I could think is “Everything is either
dead or hibernating!”
Then I remembered the Greathorned owls. Maybe you heard them
hooting in November and December.
Then, they were setting up their
territories and breeding. In the bitter

depths of a Midwestern January, they
are nesting.
I thought of cocoons. Many moths,
like the amazing Polyphemus moth
we once found on a bush next to our
front door, can overwinter as pupae
in cocoons attached to certain species
of trees. Some butterflies, like the
black swallowtail, may also spend the
winter as a chrysalis, or pupal stage.
I remembered that several species
of fruit trees, including apple and
cherry, actually require a period of
cold weather dormancy in order to
flower and set fruit in the spring.
Finally, I thought of the ladybug
my 5-year-old and I found on a
snowy day earlier this winter. It
was tumbling across the drifts in the
wind along with dead oak leaves
when I scooped it up. “Look, Naya!”
I exclaimed. “Let’s take it into the
house and see what happens when
it warms up.” She peered into my
mittened hands. “It’s dead, Mommy.
Nothing will happen.” Nevertheless,
we took it indoors and dropped the
frozen beetle into a clear plastic
container. Twenty-five minutes later,
after cookies and hot cocoa, we
remembered to check it. “It’s gone!
Wait...” Our lifeless ladybug was
now on the outside of the container,
crawling around the edge.

All of this reminds me that these
dark, depressing days aren’t as
dismal as they sometimes seem.
Indeed, they are necessary for the
coming season of growth that we
will be able to see.
The tulip and daffodil bulbs
need cold in order to burst out of
the ground this spring. The winter
wheat fields and apple trees need
to be chilled into dormancy before
resuming growth when the weather
warms.
Maybe we need the winter’s rest,
too, so when the sun and warmth
return, we’re ready to bloom with
new possibilities. ■
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American Farmland Trust at Center for Ag
Having an American Farmland
Trust (AFT) office in DeKalb
County Farm Bureau’s Center for
Agriculture made good sense. There
are several parallels between the two
farm organizations.
Soil health was the basis
for forming the county’s Soil
Improvement Association,
forerunner to Farm Bureau. Soil
health is one of the initiatives of
AFT. AFT also works closely
with the NRCS (Natural Resource
Conservation District) and SWCD
(Soil and Water Conservation
District), which have offices in the
Farm Bureau Building.
Farm Bureau is a proponent
of sound farming practices and
sustainable agriculture, likewise for
AFT. AFT’s mission is to: “Save the
land that sustains us by protecting
farmland, promoting sound farming
practices, and keeping farmers on
the land.”
Both organizations advocate for
farmers and programs that protect
farmland and the environment.
AFT’s Illinois office was
previously located in downtown
DeKalb. In October, the office
was relocated to the Farm Bureau
Building. “There’s a historic
presence here,” said Jennifer
Filipiak, AFT Midwest Regional

AFT: What They Do

Meet the American Farmland Trust staff located in the northwestern office space of
the Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture – (from left) Jennifer Filipiak, Midwest Regional
Director; Teresa Bullock, Officer Manager/Program Assistant; and April Opatik, Programs
& Outreach Specialist.

Director. “And it’s conveniently
located between our other
Midwestern offices (Ohio, Indiana,
Michigan & Wisconsin).”
Jennifer, a Belmont, IL resident,
works from her home office and
travels between the Midwestern
offices. She has been with AFT
since 2013. As the regional director,
Jennifer works with farmers on
AFT’s Soil Health Initiative, Women

The American Farmland Trust:
• Conducts science-based research to understand farmland loss and what
can be done to stop it.
• Guides farmers and communities who want to protect their land.
• Guilds coalitions and common ground to advocate for programs that
benefit farmers, farmland and the environment.
• Helps next-generation farmers across the land they need to get started.
• Educates the public about the urgent need to save the land – No Farms,
No Food.
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for the Land program, the Illinois
Sustainable Ag Partnership, as
well as leading other programs and
implementing policy strategies.
Teresa Bullock of DeKalb is
the office manager and program
assistant, a job she has held for the
last 24 years. She provides staff
support and AFT coordination during
office hours of Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. until 4 p.m.
April Opatik, a Racine, WI
resident, is the programs and
outreach specialist for AFT. She
works out of her home office and
travels between the Wisconsin and
Illinois offices in her communications
role which she has held for two
years. She produces newsletters
and promotes AFT through various
mediums.
Other AFT staff will also be
frequenting the Sycamore office for
conferences as well as using common
meeting space at the Center for
Agriculture. ■

Ag Consulting Group opens new office
Step inside the main corridor of
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Center for Agriculture and the
first office on your right is the Ag
Consulting Group (ACG).
Farm Bureau welcomes ACG as a
new tenant to the building effective
January 1st. Occupying the office is
ACG territory manager Jeff Worster.
“We want to be deeply rooted in
DeKalb County agriculture,” said
Jeff, “So being here allows us to
network and provide our business
services to farmers.”
ACG is an independent consulting
group which helps farmers manage
their risk through marketing
services. “We like to say we assist
with the how, when and where to
market grain,” explained Jeff.
Formerly a grain merchandiser
and grain elevator manager for
Archer Daniels Midland, Jeff
recently joined ACG. He enjoys
working directly with farmers in
customizing their marketing plans.
The ACG manager works with
farm customers from central to
northern Illinois and Wisconsin.

More About ACG

The Ag Consulting Group
provides these services for
farmers:
• Grain Marketing – ACG
provides advice on futures and
basis grain marketing options
to maximize the value of grain.
• Data Management – They
manage and maintain farm data
which farmers can access from
any web-based device.
• Supplemental Agronomics
– To make the most of each
acre, ACG tailors prescriptions
based on field history and
creates detailed reports for
field-by-field outcomes.

Jeff communicates
regularly with his
customers providing
marketing information
and reports on a
daily basis and
makes marketing
recommendations.
The Sycamore office
is one of four offices
for ACG. Their other
offices are based
in Kearney, Neb.,
and Holdridge and
Princeton, Ill.
Jeff resides in
Crystal Lake and
makes the commute
daily to Sycamore.
Office hours are
Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. to
5 p.m.
Jeff Worster with the Ag Consulting Group moved into his
“I’m passionate
new office in the Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture the first
of this year.
about what we do for
farmers,” said Jeff.
“I’m working for the
“We want to be deeply rooted in DeKalb County
best industry there is
agriculture. So being here allows us to network and
and some of the best
provide our business services to farmers.”
farmers!”
Their mission is
to “build wealth for farmers by
In addition to grain marketing
increasing efficiency and mitigating
services, ACG provides business
risk through relationships based on
services of precision data
trust, commitment, reliability and
management, as well as farm and
execution.”
field analysis. ■

Market Outlook:
Top Drivers & Influences in 2019
By Ag Consulting Group
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture
Thursday, Feb. 7
Noon-2:30 p.m., includes lunch
Open to all interested farmers.
RSVP by Feb. 1, 815-764-9037
January 2019 CONNECTIONS
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Huff, Dienst elected to County Committee

Marketing assistance loans

DeKalb/Kane/DuPage County U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA)
announced that County Committee elections are over and
the ballots have been counted.
Kent Huff of Waterman was elected to represent local administrative area
(LAA) 3, and Mike Dienst of Maple Park was elected to represent local
administrative area (AA) 5.
County Committee members are a critical component of the day-to-day
operations of FSA. They help deliver programs at the county level and work to
serve the needs of local producers.
All recently elected County Committee members will take office in January
2019 and will be joining the existing committee. Every FSA office is required
to have a County Committee, and they are made up of local farmers, ranchers
and foresters who are elected by local producers.
Nearly 7,800 FSA County Committee members serve FSA offices
nationwide. Each committee has three to 11 elected members who serve threeyear terms of office. One-third of County Committee seats are up for election
each year.
County Committee members impact the administration of FSA within a
community by applying their knowledge and judgment to help FSA make
important decisions on its commodity support programs, conservation
programs, indemnity and disaster programs, emergency programs and
eligibility.
For more information, visit the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections
or contact the DeKalb/Kane/DuPage County FSA office at 815-756-3234. ■

Bins are ideally designed to hold
a level volume of grain. When bins
are overflowed and grain is heaped
up, airflow is hindered and the
chance of spoilage increases.
Producers who take out marketing
assistance loans and use the farmstored grain as collateral should
remember that they are responsible
for maintaining the quality of the
grain through the term of the loan.
If loan grain has been disposed
of through feeding, selling or any
other form of disposal without
prior written authorization from the
county office staff, it is considered
unauthorized disposition. The
financial penalties for unauthorized
dispositions are severe and a
producer’s name will be placed on
a loan violation list for a two-year
period. Always call before you haul
any grain under loan. ■
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News provided by offices in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture

Gardeners Pathway Workshop Feb. 23
The University of Illinois Extension DeKalb County Master Gardeners is once
again hosting the 2019 Gardener’s Pathway, on Saturday Feb. 23, from 7:30 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. at the Kishwaukee College Conference Center.
Advanced registration is required by Feb. 15. Workshops have limited seating
space and sessions will be filled in the order registrations are received.
This year, there is a new format and fee. The day will begin with Beth Botts
(senior writer at the Morton Arboretum and longtime writer with the Chicago
Tribune and Chicagoland Gardening Magazine) who will share how to get a
fresh start on your established garden with a new look and feel that takes less
work to maintain. She will speak on how to create a garden that is focused on
what you truly enjoy in her keynote address: What now? Refreshing the Tired
Garden -- and Gardener. She will also present a breakout session on Divide and
Multiply: When to Divide What (And How), where she will discuss how can
you get more plants (or more flowers) from the perennials you have now? By
dividing, of course. This talk will cover when, why, and how to divide many
common plants and some uncommon ones.
The afternoon keynote is by Richard Hawke, whose presentation on The Best
of the Best Daisies: Asters, Black-eyed Susans, and Tickseeds will present a
variety of top-rated perennials from the Chicago Botanic Gardens’ evaluation
trials.
Along with these keynote presentations, choose from a selection of
workshops: Growing Fresh Leafy Greens and Herbs Year Round, Native
Wildflowers of Northern Illinois, What’s New for 2019, Saving our Plants and
Pollinators, Raised Gardens, Highlighting Your Front Door, Deer Resistant
Plants, Perennials, Groundcovers and two make-and-take workshops.
The workshop fee is $50 and includes morning refreshments, lunch, a
welcome bag and selected handouts. In addition to the workshops, there will be
a wide variety of vendors.
To register for the 2019 Gardener’s Pathway, go online to the U of I Extension
website http://web.extension.illinois.edu/bdo/. If you need a paper copy mailed
to you, please call the DeKalb County Extension office, 815-758-8194. ■

Shelling Days at Denny’s Corn Crib
Denny Rehn’s corn crib is not your typical old crib filled with ear corn.
Instead Denny’s Corn Crib is filled with an extensive collection of
seed corn signs and bags, hand corn shellers, huskers, seed counters,
hand planters and just about anything related to corn, as well as other
farm collectibles and antiques. See for yourself at his open house.
The Shelling Days Open Houses are scheduled for Saturdays – Jan.
26, Feb. 23 and March 23 – at Denny’s Corn Crib. Hours are 9 a.m.
until 2 p.m. Once a year he holds open houses so others can view his
extensive collection.
There is no charge to attend. Everyone is welcome to view Denny’s
collection.
His corn crib is located at 3822 Stone Quarry Road, Belvidere, which
is six miles north of Cherry Valley Road on Stone Quarry Road.
For more information call 815-751-4122. ■

Certified Livestock Manager
training in February
Livestock producers who need to
meet the requirements of the state’s
Livestock Management Facilities
Act (LMFA) with training and
certification can attend a local
workshop.
Sponsored by the University of
Illinois Extension, the workshop
is scheduled for Feb. 21 at the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Building in Sycamore. The
Certified Livestock Management
training begins at 9 a.m.
Livestock producers should
be certified under the Illinois
Livestock Managers Facility
Act every 3 years. Producers can
become certified by attending one
of the training programs or by
taking the online training modules.
The LMFA requires facilities
with 300 or more animal units
to have at least one employee
certified in proper manure handling
procedures. For facilities with
300-999 animal units, at least one
employee must attend a workshop
or pass the Illinois Department of
Agriculture’s Certified Livestock
Manager exam. Facilities with
more than 1,000 animal units must
do both to achieve certification.
The Feb. 21 workshop will
cover a range of topics related
to management and utilization
of livestock waste and waste
facilities. Additionally, the latest
regulations, best management
practices and research for manure
related issues will be discussed in
the 3 ½ hour workshop.
To register go online: www.
go.illinois.edu/clm or call
217 244-9687, or contact the
University of Illinois Extension,
DeKalb County, 815-758-8194.
Cost is $35. ■
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Rural photos needed for new exhibit
A new Smithsonian exhibit is coming
to the DeKalb County History Center
and local photographs are needed.
The exhibit’s theme is “What is
Rural?” and will display nationally
recognized paintings that idealize
rural America along with photographs
that show life in smaller agricultural
communities.
The DeKalb County History Center
will be providing a companion piece
to the Smithsonian exhibit that tells
our county’s story. Part of the exhibit
will include selected photographs

Buffet planned

This year the DeKalb County
Lamb & Wool Producers are
expanding their annual buffet to not
only feature delicious lamb but also
a chicken entree.
The Lamb & Wool Producers
Buffet is scheduled for Saturday,
Feb. 2 at the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau. The buffet is open to the
public and begins at 5:30 p.m.
Those attending will enjoy a
delicious meal prepared by 5-B’s
Catering featuring carved leg of
lamb, grilled chicken, buttered corn,
red potatoes, salad, dinner rolls,
dessert and a choice of beverage.
Tickets are $15 for adults and $8
for youth (5-12 years). Children
four and under are free. Tickets may
be purchased at the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau, Monday thru Friday
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Deadline to purchase buffet
tickets is Jan 28. For more
information call 815-756-6361.
Following the buffet, the Lamb &
Wool Producers will conduct their
annual meeting for members.
Lamb & Wool Producer members
are urged to mail in their reservation
form along with $30 family dues
and buffet meal reservations by the
Jan. 28 deadline. ■
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submitted by the general public.
Photographs can be current or
historical, they can be of festivals,
farming, people, historic downtowns,
and can represent a variety of
seasons.
Email your original photos

to info@dekalbcountyhistory.
org. For guidelines, visit www.
dekalbcountyhistory.org.
The deadline for submissions is
March 1. For additional information
call the DeKalb County History
Center at 815-895-5762. ■

Millburg earns FBCM recertification
Twenty five years ago Greg Millburg was among the inaugural class
to earn the Farm Bureau Certified Manager (FBCM) designation. He
recently completed all requirements to continue the designation.
The FBCM program recognizes county managers for professional
achievement and staff leadership by the Illinois Farm Bureau. To receive
the FBCM designation, county Farm Bureau managers must complete
a series of six exams which assess expertise in various managerial
areas. Recertification is granted every five years based on 40 hours of
continuing education areas and professional staff leadership.
Millburg began his Farm Bureau career 32 years ago as a manager
of the Monroe County Farm Bureau and subsequently was manager of
Adams County Farm Bureau before coming to DeKalb County. In 1990
he was hired as the
Governmental Affairs
Director and then in
2006 became manager
of the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau. ■
Greg Millburg (right) was
honored by Illinois Farm
Bureau President Rich
Guebert (left) as one
of the first recipients of
the FBCM designation at
the state Farm Bureau
meeting recently.

Make
FAST STOP
your first
stop.
FS –
Whether you are looking to fill your tank or
your coffee cup, look to your locally owned
and operated FAST STOP.® With nearly 300
convenient locations across the Midwest,
chances are, we’re right on the way.

TM

DeKalb - 880 Peace Rd
Waterman - 9391 State Rte 23
Rochelle - 130-2nd Ave
www.conservfs.com
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