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Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Challenging times for farmers
In my 40 years of farming I have never had a year
so challenging and discouraging. Adversity in our
farming community is prevalent and real. I worry about
agriculture and food. I’m concerned for fellow farmers
here and throughout the Midwest as we struggle to plant
a crop.
As of the first of June I haven’t been able to plant a
single seed. I’m still hopeful that I can get something
planted (soybeans, sweet corn) by mid-to-late June.
Here and elsewhere, such a large area of the Corn Belt is
taking it on the chin based on wet field conditions.
Hopefully by the time this hits your mailbox, Mother
Nature becomes more cooperative and area farmers will
actually have a crop in the ground. If not, it will become
the worst case scenario for agriculture.
For many farmers, there is crop insurance which will
soften the impact. But it won’t replace income potential
lost from production. However, a farmer’s dependency
on the weather does make a strong case for the current
insurance program that protects us from catastrophe. It
is no different than insuring your house for wind and

fire. And for those that have challenged the insurance
program’s purpose in the past, this is a true example of
why it is needed.
But with that said, as a farmer, I want to be productive
and grow a crop. It’s what I do!
We have yet to see all the ramifications this dire
situation will have on our industry and the local economy.
All I can do is hope and pray for the best. We are all in
this together and the future, like every year, is in the
hands of Mother Nature.
I wish all my fellow farmers the best in these
challenging times. ■
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On Prairie Drive

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

A Year With (out) Corn
It’s the first of June and we don’t have a corn or
soybean seed in the ground. In a “normal” year we
would be done planting. But it’s not a “normal” year for
farmers.
Last month we were hopeful that the rain spigot
would turn off, but it didn’t. When fields were just about
dry enough, it would rain AGAIN.
Rain, rain and more rain. To many, it has been an
inconvenience. Rain messes up family picnics and outdoor activities. It promotes
frequent lawn mowing. Rain puts a damper on getting garden and ﬂowers planted.
For farmers, it’s more than an inconvenience. It’s about doing their job. Planting crops
and growing food to feed others. You can’t plant in saturated, wet soils. You just have to
wait and be patient. Their patience is wearing thin. Time is running out to get their crop
in.
But we wait some more. We pray for sunshine and no rain. We find comfort in talking
to other farmers with the same struggles and worries.
Fewer corn and soybean acres will have a significant impact. Not just on the farm
economy, but the overall economy.
I can’t fathom a year without growing corn. Will we be able to get some corn planted
or will our acres be filled with all soybeans? Or worse yet, will acres go unplanted?
Time will tell. ■

Calendar
JUNE

June 25
Underground Power Line
Landowners meeting for
SOO Green Line
6:30 p.m.
June 26
Farmland Assessment
Landowners meeting
6:30 p.m.
June 28
Wrigley Field/Soldier Field Tours
Chicago
Depart FB at 8:45 a.m.

JULY

July 4
Independence Day Holiday
Farm Bureau ofﬁce closed
July 8
Prime Timers BBQ
Truman’s Ridge band
5:30 p.m.
$10, Register by July 2
July 20
Beach Boys Tribute
Belfry Theatre, Delavan, Wis.
Depart FB at 3 p.m.

AUGUST
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Find the corn kernel and win!
Let’s see if you can find the corn
kernel (resembling the one above) in this
month’s issue of our magazine and be
eligible to win a prize.
Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815756-6361, by June 28 for your chance to
win.
When responding by email, please
include the page number and exact
description of the location of the kernel
on that page. You will also need to
include your name, address and phone
number in the email.
Correct answers will be put into a
drawing and one winner will be drawn to
receive a $20 gift card.
Last month’s winner of the corn kernel
contest was Jeﬀ Latimer of DeKalb. The
kernel was hidden on page 13 in the
bottom photo, between the barn and silo,
of the April-May CONNECTIONS. ■

Aug. 5
“Sharing Four Centuries of Music”
by Reilly Farrell
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by July 30
Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture
unless otherwise noted. For most meeting
reservations contact the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau oﬃce, 815-756-6361.

Follow us!
facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
twitter.com/DCFBureau
pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine
www.CultivateConnections.org
Farm Bureau Main Site
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org
Foundation for Agriculture
www.PlantALegacy.org
Ag Literacy
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to:
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By the
NUMBERS

Planting
Comparisons

45%

Corn planted

On average, most ALL corn and
soybeans have been planted by the
ﬁrst of June in Illinois. Not this year.
Due to the wettest May on record,
farmers struggled to get their crops
planted.

45% of corn and 21% of soybeans
were planted by June 2 in Illinois.
Source: USDA, National Agricultural
Statistics Service

21%

Soybeans
planted
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Planting Dilemma:
Will crops get planted in June?
By now farmers are usually scouting
their growing crops. In early June,
farmers were still struggling to get
crops planted due to unrelenting
rainfall.
The number of acres of corn
and soybeans not yet planted is
unprecedented. Only about 15% of
corn had been planted by June 1st in
DeKalb County. Typically, farmers
have finished planting corn and
soybeans by mid-to-late May.
“We’ve never seen a year like this
before,” said Mark Tuttle, Somonauk
farmer, who hadn’t planted anything
as of last week. “When farmers
aren’t producing it’s going to have
a detrimental effect on everyone.”
He’s concerned about the “collateral
damage” to agribusinesses and the
entire economy because of unplanted
crops and a potential shortfall of corn
and soybeans.
DeKalb County isn’t the only area
being impacted by wet weather.

Flooded Fields. In southern DeKalb County, some farm ﬁelds were ﬂooded after
having received excessive rainfall in May including 5-6 inches after Memorial Day.
Somonauk farmer Mark Tuttle looks at a ﬂooded ﬁeld near his farm.
In Illinois, only 45% of the corn
crop had been planted and 21% of
soybeans by June 2. Nationwide,

crop acres lagged behind for the same
period with one-third of the corn crop
unplanted.
“We are in uncharted waters, along
with the rest of the Corn Belt,” said
Tuttle. “Record rainfall has led to
ﬂooded fields and historic delays in
planting.” May turned out to be the
wettest month on record.
Besides corn and soybeans, Tuttle
grows peas and sweet corn for Del
Monte and seed beans for Bayer.
He’s hoping he can get at least the
seed soybeans and sweet corn planted
and fulfill his crop contracts this
month. ►

Water Ponds. Already saturated
ﬁelds were met with more rainfall
causing ponds of water in farm ﬁelds
in late May. Brian Miller was waiting
for his Somonauk farm ﬁeld to dry so
he could resume planting.
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“It’s not ideal conditions, but this
year you can’t wait an extra day
for ﬁelds to be ideal... as farmers,
we’re all in the same boat.”
Jeff Paulsen, Clare farmer

Somonauk farmer Brian Miller,
also plants sweet corn for Del
Monte. He anticipates he can still
get the sweet corn planted as well
as field corn and soybeans. Even
though rainfall has set him back, he
was able to plant some corn in April
and May.
“The last week in May we had six
inches of rainfall,” explained Miller.
“It was at a time when fields were
already saturated from previous
rainfall.” He was waiting for fields
to dry so he could resume planting.
Miller isn’t sure what to make of
this year. In the 40 years he’s been
farming he hasn’t seen a planting
year like this one. “We have more
serious unknowns today than we
had years ago. Politics, tariffs, lower
farm income, and weather.”
“Yet, farmers are resilient and
tend to find ways to do what we
can. Crop insurance will help with
financial risk this year,” said Miller.
About 81 percent of corn and
soybean acres are covered by crop
insurance in DeKalb County. USDA
reports slightly higher numbers
for Illinois – 90% corn and 87%
soybean acres are insured with crop
insurance. Crop insurance provides
some protection against potentially
lower yielding crops.

Some Corn Growing. In northern DeKalb County, farmers like Jeff Paulsen had small
windows to plant some corn in April and May in between showers of rain. This corn ﬁeld
near Clare was planted April 24 in less than ideal conditions but appears to be in good
shape.

Jeff Paulsen, a Clare farmer, says
he’s always carried crop insurance
for that added protection. “It’s not
my plan to use it, but when you need
it, it’s there.”
Paulsen farms in the northern part
of the county and was fortunate to
get most of his corn planted but
was waiting for dryer soils to plant
soybeans. He planted corn two
days in late April, then two days in
mid-May, and then four hours on
Memorial Day.
“It’s not ideal conditions, but this
year you can’t wait an extra day for
fields to be ideal,” said Paulsen. “We
were rained out for three weeks!”
His rain gauge showed a total of 10
inches of rainfall from mid-April
through May.

“As farmers, we’re all in the same
boat. Some will have to paddle harder
than others,” Paulsen said.
Farmers like Paulsen, Miller, Tuttle
and others keep an eye on the sky and
wait for field conditions to allow them
to resume planting. Most farmers have
switched to shorter season corn hybrids
or changed to growing soybeans instead
of corn based on the planting date.
Farmers have to make some tough
decisions whether they can plant or not
based on field conditions, the calendar
date, and crop insurance dates. If they
are unable to plant, they will opt out
with the prevented planting option,
which provides some federal insurance
compensation. Economists predict that
prevented planting will be at the highest
level ever in Illinois this year. ■
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Brandon Wessels

A Spring That Un-Sprung Farmers
Every year around mid-April farmers start itching to get their fields
planted, but ideal conditions must exist in order to do so.
A wise man once told my father that if he goes out to a field, drops his
drawers, sits on the dirt and doesn’t have the urge to jump up, he’s got
ideal planting conditions. Although this may work (I haven’t tested the
theory yet myself), a more scientific approach is to plant your crop when
the soil temperature is at least 55 degrees and the ground is dry enough to
develop a good seed bed.
With the persistent rains this spring, farmers haven’t been given many
opportunities to get their seed in the ground. If a farmer were to listen to
dad’s old friend this year he would stand up with mud stuck to his bum
each time he tried to sit. But it’s getting late in the season and we have
hardly any seeds in the ground so farmers are getting anxious.
At the time of writing this article, on June 2, Illinois has 45% of its corn
acres planted and 21% soybeans – compare this with our five year average
of 98% corn and 84% soybeans planted and it’s easy to understand why
farmers are joking about putting pontoons on their planters.
As you read this, farmers
have recently had to decide
what they are going to do.
With the persistent rains this spring,
In a typical year, if a farmer
farmers haven’t been given many
loses the window to plant
opportunities to get their seed in the
corn he can plant soybeans
ground… it’s easy to understand
as an alternative because
why farmers are joking about putting
they can be planted later
pontoons on their planters.
into summer. But with
tariffs being thrown out
like candy at a parade the
soybean market has plummeted and, unless things change, most farmers
will struggle to achieve a positive net return on their crop.
If a farmer decided switching to soybeans wasn’t his best option, he
could still plant his corn and hope for the best, despite it being late in the
season. To do this, he would have to wait until the fields finally dry out
enough and then plant an earlier maturity hybrid with a shorter growing
season and accept the lower yield that comes with a late planting.
Although it may not be optimal, insurance would kick in if there was
a crop failure or significantly lower yields. Insurance would cover up to
85% of the farmer’s actual production history (APH) which is the average
yield of the prior five years, and uses a pre-determined price set back in
February to determine his payout.
One last option the farmer has is one we have rarely seen come into
play as dramatically as it has this year and it’s called “prevented plant.”
Prevented plant is a federal insurance that compensates farmers who were
unable to get their crop in the ground by a certain date (June 5 for DeKalb
County corn acres); but the deal isn’t as sugar plum sweet as it sounds.
6
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Brandon Wessels is a seventh generation
grain farmer. He and his father grow corn and
soybeans as well as vegetables for their farm
produce stand. He also scouts ﬁelds for their
seed agency. Brandon and his wife reside in
rural DeKalb.

In order to determine how much a farmer
gets with prevented plant, they take $4 and
multiply it by the farmer’s APH (five year
average) and his insurance coverage (up to
85%). This provides a guarantee; they then
take the guarantee and multiply it by 55%
and that’s what the farmer will receive.
Prevented plant might be the best case
scenario for a number of farmers this year,
but a lot of farmers (ourselves included)
already have all of the nitrogen and some of
the weed control on corn acres. If they took
prevented plant, all of that money spent
would be wasted and most of the nitrogen
would be gone by the time of next year’s
planting.
With this May being the wettest on
record, it’s only setting the table for the rest
of the year. We don’t know what the seasons
ahead of us will bring but there’s no doubt
they’ve got another set of challenges in
store. Please keep farmers in your prayers as
we push through this unique year. ■

Ag economy shows continued signs of stress
Weather issues and trade tariffs
are putting the ag economy at
risk.
“I can think of few times when
things are as truly uncertain as they
are today for Illinois farmers,” said
Scott Irwin, University of Illinois
ag economist.
“They’re being buffeted on the
demand side by news of big crops
in South America, trade talks are
at least on hold if not ruptured
with China and now they’re
trying to absorb the government
demand side after the Trump
administration’s announcement of
a trade-mitigation package,” he
continued. “On the supply side,
they’re trying to make decisions of
planting corn versus taking prevent
plant or switching some corn acres
to soybeans.”
The farm income outlook,
without trade-mitigation assistance,
remains dismal.
USDA projects net farm income
this year of just $69.4 billion, 49
percent below the peak in 2013 and
well below the historical average
of $90 billion annually from 20002019.

The ongoing decline of
farm income was captured in
the Federal Reserve Bank of
St. Louis’ latest Agricultural
Finance Monitor, which
marked the 21st consecutive
quarter of lower farm income.
Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

Crop meetings help farmers
with planting choices

Hundreds of local farmers
participated in listening
sessions and then crunched
numbers to figure out their best
planting options.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
hosted a session for farmers
in late May. The format of
the session was a webinar
provided by COUNTRY
Mark Tuttle describes the crop crisis to ABC
Financial and Illinois Farm
Meteorologist Phil Schwarz which aired on the
Bureau, which was broadcast
Chicago news.
throughout the state.
COUNTRY Financial staff
Farmers had to make some tough
discussed the Market Facilitation
decisions based on whether they were
Program and Prevented Planting.
able to get their corn and soybean
Another session was provided
crops planted contingent on crop
by Compeer Financial in the Farm
insurance deadlines in June.
Bureau Building. Compeer crop
insurance staff provided similar
Scope of crop crisis reported
information for farmers.
Mark Tuttle wasn’t looking for
media attention. But in late May he
was contacted by several media to tell
others about the crop crisis.
Tuttle hasn’t seen a year like this
before in the 40 years he has been
farming. Excessive rainfall during the
month of May prevented him from
planting any crops before the first of
June.
“It’s a perfect storm,” said the
Somonauk farmer. “It’s going to have
a detrimental effect on everyone –
from the farmers to the implement
dealers to consumers.”
He was interviewed by ABC
Chicago television, the Wall Street
Journal, Daily Chronicle, and WSPY
radio, as were other farmers. ■

Local farmers attended a webinar at Farm Bureau to ﬁgure out their best planting options
in this troublesome crop year.
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“It’s difﬁcult to think anything but pleasant
thoughts while eating a homegrown tomato.”
– Lewis Grizzard

Very Cherry

Big Boy

Got a Gardening Question?
Submit your questions to connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org.
or call the University of Illinois Extension Horticulture Help Desk
at 815-758-8194. The Desk is open for questions 9 a.m. – noon.

Viva Italia
8
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Photos courtesy of Janice Weber

Janice M. Weber, University of Illinois Extension, DeKalb County Master Gardener

Tomato Trials & Tribulations
I like to grow different tomato
varieties, but I also like to find the top
of my kitchen counter at harvest time.
That is why I usually grow just four
plants. Last summer I had 17.
Some of them were candidates for
the compost pile, like the four-pack of
desiccated ‘Jet Star’. When I finished
planting, parts of my garden looked
like a tomato rehab hospital. But how
could I pass up seven varieties of free
tomatoes I had never tasted before?
Besides, I thought the weak plants
wouldn’t make it out of intensive
care.
Wrong. All it took were a couple
of good rains and off they went. If
you set a tomato plant deeper into the
ground it will root along the stem.
I gave them a boost with transplant
starter solution.
Right after planting, I put down
a layer of newspaper sheets topped
with shredded leaves. Straw or grass
clippings also work well. A mulch
will delay soil-borne diseases from
splashing onto the leaves. Tomatoes
do best when staked or grown in
cages. Change your planting location
on a three-year rotation, if possible.
Tomatoes are sensitive to
temperature. They set fruit when the
nights are between 55 and 75, and can
lose their blossoms below 55 degrees.
Cover them below 50 degrees. Above
90 they will stop growing. High
temperatures during ripening will
trigger hard white tissue under the
tomato skin.
Raccoons, squirrels and chipmunks
love ripe fruit. I keep the vandals out
with a chicken wire fence covered

with mesh netting over the top edge.
The labels on my plants indicated
58 to 100 days to maturity. This
predicts how many days to first
harvest from the time the plants
are set into the soil. Even if it’s
not accurate, it helps to know what
will ripen sooner when comparing
varieties. In general, large fruit and
heirlooms take longer to mature.
My plants were both “determinate”
and “indeterminate.” Determinate
tomatoes grow to a certain size
and produce fruit all at once.
Indeterminate tomatoes grow and set
fruit all season long.

It’s important to water tomato
plants regularly during dry
periods. Moisture ﬂuctuations limit
a plant’s ability to absorb calcium
and can lead to blossom-end rot.
Extension recommends harvesting
tomatoes while they are still firm with
full color. The sugars become starchy
and the sweetness declines on hot
days, so finish the ripening indoors
in the seventy degree range. Don’t
put them on a sunny windowsill. If
the temperature inside is as warm as
outside, let the tomatoes ripen on the
vine.
Here are the results of the varieties
I tried for the first time:
‘Jet Star’ was amazing. My
transplants quickly recovered and
surprised me with the first ripe
tomato. The medium size fruit was
ﬂawless, good, and meaty.
‘Very Cherry’ grew tall. I counted
22 cherry tomatoes on one branch.

The sweet fruit was an unusual, dark
wine color.
The heirloom ‘Abraham Lincoln’
was an excellent producer. The
tomatoes were large, ﬂawless,
meaty, a beautiful dark red and very
delicious.
One of the best for ﬂavor and
appearance was a mystery tomato,
started from seed at a local school.
Angela, your “Sweet Tomato” was a
winner.
Both of the plum tomato varieties
‘San Marzano’ and ‘Viva Italia’ had
hollow fruit, a condition known as
“puffiness.” It’s caused by improper
pollination which occurs when
temperatures are above 90 or below
55 degrees, if there’s too much
rain, or too much nitrogen. One
plant of ‘Viva Italia’ produced 31
plum tomatoes, minus the one the
tomato worm got. It was the first to
get a serious case of soil-borne leaf
disease.
‘Riesentraube’, a German heirloom,
had prolific clusters of fruit and
produced a sweet, very delicious
cherry tomato.
Do I have a favorite? I love the
ﬂavor of the heirloom ‘Brandywine.’
Otherwise, you just can’t beat the
taste of a home-grown tomato. Now,
there’s a pleasant thought. ■
June 2019 CONNECTIONS
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Q: How does this year’s struggles with planting crops
affect your livestock feed supply?

A: With a reduction in crops being planted, feed for

livestock will be in short supply. If we can’t raise
our own feed we will need to buy it.

The past fall and winter was a trying time for many livestock
producers. The cold and snowy weather increased the demand for
feed in order to maintain body temperatures of livestock and increased
the demand for bedding to keep animals dry and off cold and/or wet
surfaces.
Flash forward to spring. The current crop situation is not looking
good to build our supply of feed and bedding materials for livestock.
Wheat - The winter wheat crop was injured by the cold, ice, and then
spring ﬂoods from rain and snow thaw. Many acres were abandoned.
Wheat provides grain, usually used for ﬂour, but can also be chopped
for wheatlage for cattle feed and then doubled-cropped in late June or
July with crops like soybeans, grain or forage sorghum, or fall planted
hay or forage.
The wheat straw can be used for bedding, in feed rations, or as
ground cover for landscapers. The crop is short and stands are thin in
our fields. But, we kept it to have a place to haul manure.
Needless to say, there will be a shortage of local wheat straw again.
Corn - Corn is used in 80-98% of our standard feed ration. The
weather that threatens the planting of corn in our area is of great
concern. We feed ground wet corn, corn silage, and modified wet
distillers grain soluables from the ethanol plants.
If farmers cannot get the corn planted in a timely manner soon,
the yields will suﬀer greatly and feed costs will rise. We have not
been able to plant any corn or soybeans yet (as of June 1). We still
plan to, but some farmers are contemplating an insurance payment,
called Prevented Plant. This means they don’t have to plant a crop to
receive a payment. Yes, I have some areas of fields that this may be the
only way I could receive revenue as well. But, all livestock farmers in
DeKalb County need grain to feed their livestock.
Hay & Forage - The hay and forage crops are at least growing,
but harvesting them has not been easy. Winter-kill was hard on some
stands, so the crops are thin and getting weedy. Now, when it is time
to cut or chop hay for peak energy and digestibility values, the wet
weather is delaying a timely harvest. No one wants to make ruts or
get stuck in fields. As well, the wet soils and cooler and cloudy days
prevent hay from drying.

10
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Roy Plote is a sixth generation farmer from
Leland. He farms with his brother, raising
beef cattle, corn, soybeans, wheat and hay.
Roy and his wife have two sons.

Fortunately, cattle can utilize wetter
grain than hogs, sheep and poultry.
Even though late planted corn has an
increased chance of frost in the fall,
which can lead to higher moisture,
lower test weights and lowered yields,
at least it can be fed.
Two phrases, “Never underestimate
the ability of the American Farmer” and
“Rain makes grain” are being tested
by Mother Nature this year. We will
persevere and live on to plant another
day or year. Crop insurance will help
the crop farmer and landowners, but
livestock cannot eat money from an
insurance payment. They need feed.
Please keep all our farmers in your
thoughts and prayers. This is truly an
unprecedented year of crop issues and
stresses for us. ■

FARM & FOOD

Should cattle really be eating corn?

I’ve heard people say that it’s “unnatural for cows to eat corn.”
As someone who studies what cattle eat for a living, I’m perplexed.

Here’s why corn is OK for cattle to eat:
1. Cattle can easily digest and convert corn to milk and meat.
2. It’s an excellent energy source.
3. Corn is tasty, even for cattle.
Corn isn’t the only thing cattle are eating. As an animal nutritionist, I want
every bite of feed that an animal takes to be nutritionally perfect. We analyze
animal feed (which is generally a blend of grass and grains, including corn) to
see what nutrients their diet has or might be deficient in. Oftentimes we design
a mineral mixture to meet the requirements of that particular feed mix to ensure
the animals have everything they need to grow and stay healthy. Even cattle
eating grass need their diet fortified with a vitamin and mineral supplement!

Next, consider the fact that cattle
are ruminants – their digestive system
is very different from ours. I like to
call cattle “the original recyclers”
because they have an incredibly
adaptable digestive system that can
convert many different feed sources
into meat and milk. Cattle can eat
everything from the corn kernels to
the corn stalks. The adaptability of
the bovine digestive system helps
farmers be more sustainable by using
every part of the plant.
Corn is an excellent energy
source for cattle, too. From a plant
perspective, corn is a grass – it just
happens to be a much more nutritious
grass than the stuff that’s growing in
your yard. The starch and protein that
the corn kernel provides help cattle
grow and thrive.
Have I mentioned that cattle enjoy
eating corn? In my experience, they
would choose corn over grass seven
days a week and twice on Sunday.
Farmers are not “forcing” their cattle
to eat corn. More than likely, it is
more trouble keeping the cattle from
getting into the corn when they’re not
supposed to, kind of like you might
have trouble keeping your kids out of
the cookie jar!
I hope this puts your mind at ease.
Farmers and animal nutritionists truly
do have the animals’ best interest in
mind. ■
Josh McCann, Ph.D., University of Illinois
Source: www.watchusgrow.org,
Illinois Farm Families, used with permission;
photo courtesy of the Illinois Beef Association.
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FARM COUNTRY

Landowners meet for
underground power line
Know your options before signing a
contract with a utility company.
Local landowners are being
encouraged to understand their
property rights before entering into
a new agreement with a company
proposing an underground power line.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau will
host a landowners meeting for those
who may be on the potential route of
the SOO Green underground power
line. The meeting is scheduled for

Tuesday, June 25 at 6:30 p.m. in the
Farm Bureau Theater.
At the landowners meeting, Laura
Harmon, Senior Counsel for the
Illinois Farm Bureau, will review the
project being proposed and discuss
options for consideration.
Landowners impacted by the high
voltage direct current line in the
potential path of DeKalb and Ogle
counties, may have already been
contacted by a representative of the
SOO Green company.

Laura Harmon will help landowners
understand contract ramiﬁcations for the
proposed SOO Green underground power
line at a Farm Bureau meeting on June 25.

SOO Green Renewable Rail has
created a path to export energy from
the Upper Midwest to the Eastern
U.S. market via the existing railroad
right-of-way and farm parcels. The
proposed path starts in Mason City,
Iowa and ends at a substation in
Plano, Illinois. The transmission
lines will be buried underground
in existing rail corridor and utilize
public and private land in DeKalb
County.
Persons interested in attending this
informational meeting should make
meeting reservations by contacting
the Farm Bureau office by June 21. ■

Need a new plat book or an old one?
Farm Bureau and Rockford Map Publishers can help you with DeKalb County
plat books.
The latest version of county plat books (2018) is available to purchase at the Farm
Bureau office. Plat books are $25 for members, $50 for non-members.
If you are looking for older versions – from 1957 to 2016 – you can contact
Rockford Map Publishers to purchase older plat books. To purchase an old plat
book go to: www.rockfordmap.com and receive 10% off with promo code:
DEKALB10. Enter code in shopping cart and click “update cart” to apply discount.
The offer applies to printed books, eBooks, MobilePlat, wall maps, etc. at
Rockford Map Publishing for DeKalb County and other counties as well.
The county plat book is an excellent source of information showing parcels of
farmland acreage and owners. ■
12

CONNECTIONS June 2019

FARM COUNTRY

Farmland assessments going up again
Understand assessment calculations
and long-term impact on farm
values.
Like it or not, farmland owners
will see increases in their property
assessments for years to come. To
more fully understand the upsurges,
an informational meeting has been
planned for landowners at the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau.
Farm Bureau is hosting a farmland
assessment meeting on Wednesday,
June 26 at 6:30 p.m.
At the meeting, Brenda Matherly,
Assistant Director of Local
Government with Illinois Farm
Bureau, will give landowners a better

FB donates to Nebraska
As part of a statewide Farm
Bureau effort, DeKalb County
Farm Bureau recently gave
a donation to help Nebraska
farmers.
Cass-Morgan County Farm
Bureau asked county Farm
Bureaus to give fence posts or a
cash donation to aid with fencing
and ﬂooding in Nebraska. DeKalb
County Farm Bureau provided a
cash donation.
Local farmers who would like
to also donate fence posts or cash
may contact 217-370-2720. ■

understanding of how farmland
assessments are calculated and the
long-term impact on those values.
Matherly will explain that due, in
part, to a change in the Farmland
Assessment Act, all farmland
assessments will continue to go up.
The rate of increase will be largely
dependent on the soil type. Poorer
soils can expect to see a higher than
10% increase while better producing
soils can expect an increase of less
than 10%.
This increase in assessed values
will be reﬂected on the property tax
bills payable in 2019 and for several
years to come.
Members who are interested in
attending this meeting should register
with the Farm Bureau office by
June 24. ■

For the beneﬁt of landowners,
Brenda Matherly will explain the
change in the Farmland Assessment
Act that caused farmland
assessments to rise.

Bernie Robertson Beef Scholarship awarded
A college scholarship is being
presented by the Robertson family
and the DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s
Association in memory of former
cattleman Bernie Robertson. The
$1,000 scholarship will be awarded
to a deserving college student from a
beef family.
To be eligible for the scholarship,
a student or their parent must be
a member of the Illinois Beef
Association and the DeKalb-Kane
Cattlemen’s Association.

Students applying must have
recently graduated from high school
or are currently in college pursuing an
undergraduate degree.
To request the scholarship
application, please contact the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau office,
815-756-6361. The scholarship can
be dropped off or mailed to the Farm
Bureau office.
Scholarship deadline is Friday,
July 12. ■

Have your rural water well tested in August
Rural residents in DeKalb County
can have their well water tested
through a program offered by the
Farm Bureau in August.
The water screening will include
extensive testing for commonly used
agricultural chemicals by Heidelberg
Laboratories based in Ohio.
Water testing kits may be obtained
Aug. 19-23 at the DeKalb County

Farm Bureau office. The water
sample should be taken on Monday,
Aug. 26 and be returned to the Farm
Bureau office the same day.
Cost of the testing is $85, payable
to Heidelberg Labs, when acquiring
a kit at the Farm Bureau office.
The water screening program is
being offered to Farm Bureau rural
members. ■
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FAMILY HEALTH

Peas Please

Here in the Midwest, summertime is full of fresh foods. Snap peas
and garden peas, which are climbing legume plants, are easy to
prepare. Enjoy them cooked or raw right from the vine.

The Snap Pea

• Peas are divided into two categories: edible pod or inedible pod.
• These cool season vegetables are planted as early in the spring as the
soil can be tilled.
• When snap pea plants are young, they can tolerate frost.
• Snap peas are also known as sugar snap peas, an edible pod that is
rounded.
• Snap peas have a rounded pod and snow peas have a ﬂat pod, but both
pods are edible.
• The name Mangetout (French for “eat all”) refers to both snap peas
and snow peas.
• Snap peas need to be “stringed” before eaten. The string runs along
the top of the pod from base to tip and needs to be removed.

The Garden Pea
•
•
•
•

The garden pea is also referred to as English peas or green peas.
It is delicious enjoyed raw, cooked or dried.
¾ cup is about 100 calories with 8 grams protein and 9 grams fiber.
Store unwashed peas in perforated bags & refrigerate; use within
2-3 days of purchase.
• Peas may be frozen but will lose their crisp texture.
• Peas can be quickly blanched then mashed with cilantro, garlic and
parmesan for a dip or spread.
• Peas can be quickly blanched then mashed with mint and grated
pecorino to spread on crostini as an appetizer.

Rachel Koroscik and Jo Cessna teach classes on
healthy eating, healthy cooking and healthy lifestyles
at the Leishman Center at Kishwaukee Hospital.

Healthy Eating classes
Simple Summer Entertaining
June 18, 6-7 p.m.

Kids Can Cook – Simple Summer Meals
June 25, 10-noon and June 26, 5-7 p.m.
Eating to Prevent Osteoporosis
June 27, 10-11 a.m.
Register at: https//:Kish-calendar.nm.org
or call 815-748-8962

Spring Pea and Mint Crostini
Recipe source: “Love and Lemons” by Jeanine Donofrio
6 to 8 slices whole-grain bread
Extra-virgin olive oil for
drizzling
½ cup peas (blanch 1 minute
if fresh; thaw if frozen)
2 radishes, thinly sliced using a
mandolin

¾ cup ricotta cheese
¼ cup crumbled feta
Small bunch of mint leaves
1 tablespoon minced chives
Sea salt and freshly ground
black pepper

1. Toast or grill the bread with a drizzle of olive oil.
2. Top each slice with a slater of ricotta or sun “cheese”. Sprinkle with
peas and mash very slightly to hold.
3. Garnish with radish slices, crumbled feta, sprinkle of chives and mint leaves.
4. Season with salt and pepper to taste. ■
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What is THAT?

AG AIRCRAFT

Something ﬂying low and loud is zooming through the sky close by. By the time you run outside to see
what it is, the noise is fading in the distance. Shading your eyes from the sun, you squint towards the
sound. There it is! It’s a small yellow plane, ﬂying so low it seems to skim the tops of the corn plants.
What’s going on?
“Crop dusting” is an outdated term for
what is now called aerial application.
Aerial application means applying crop
products using aircraft. Farmers hire
aerial applicators to apply such products
in crops when conditions are not ﬁt for
ground-based equipment.
The terms “aerial applicator,” “ag aviator,”
or “ag pilot” are used to describe the
pilots who ﬂy agricultural aircraft. “Ag
aircraft or Ag planes” refer to the airplanes
and helicopters built for the purpose of
aerial application.

Ag pilots are highly trained and licensed.
They must be capable of ﬂying at low
altitudes while avoiding obstacles like
power lines and communication towers.
They must also have knowledge of how to
safely apply products such as fungicides
or insecticides to beneﬁt crops without
harming nearby homes, gardens, people,
or wildlife.

A common use of aerial application is to apply fungicides to corn.
Fungicides protect the crop from diseases which would otherwise
greatly reduce the amount of grain produced by each plant.

Another role for aerial application is for planting. In some parts of the country,
rice is seeded by air. In our area, cover crops like tillage radishes can be
planted by ﬂying the seed over a standing crop of corn. When the corn is
harvested, the cover crop is already growing and will provide soil beneﬁts for
next year’s cash crop.

Most of the spray you see coming from an ag plane is water. (Thus the term
“aerial applicator” instead of “crop duster,” as dust is no longer used.) Water
is used to dilute and disperse the small amount of active ingredient needed to
control a given pest. Rate of ﬂow and even droplet size are carefully calibrated
for safety and effectiveness. ■
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AG LITERACY

Agriculture Illustrated

For nearly 30 years, DeKalb County
children have been invited to illustrate
their agricultural knowledge.

First introduced as a poster contest
in 1990, then as a t-shirt design
challenge from 1993 to 2002, the Food
for Thought Placemat Design Contest
encourages elementary teachers across
the county to incorporate lessons about
agriculture.
Teachers employ a variety of ways to
help their students understand food and
farming, such as reading ag-focused
books as a class, watching farm videos,
and of course by hosting Ag in the
Classroom presentations.
Once they’ve gained an
understanding of the topic, students
reinforce and illustrate what they’ve
learned by creating artistic placemat
designs.
Each grade level is assigned an
agricultural theme that correlates
with the Ag in the Classroom lessons
presented by Farm Bureau volunteers
earlier in the year.

Hiawatha Elementary 5th grade teacher Stefanie Mecklenburg and her student and ﬁrst
place winner JC Alvardo pose with Kirkland Family Restaurant owner Sam Ramadan to
celebrate JC’s winning design. Placemats were used at this and other local restaurants.

The placemat design themes
include: 1st grade - “If I were a
Farmer,” 2nd grade - “Thanks to
Dairy Cows,” 3rd grade - “Farm

Grown,” 4th grade - “I’m Connected
to Agriculture,” and 5th grade “Agriculture Careers.”
Teachers in 13 schools submitted
781 designs from 46 classes for this
year’s contest. Student winners,
their teachers, and their families
attended a special awards night
held at the Center for Agriculture in
April. During the event, winners and
honorable mention recipients were
celebrated and their designs were on
display.
First place winners’ designs were
printed on placemats to be used in
area restaurants. First through third
place winners received gift cards, and
honorable mention recipients earned
special certificates. All entrants
received participation ribbons for
their efforts. ►

A sea of almost 800 placemats faces Ag
Literacy Committee members who serve
as design judges.
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First Place Placemat Contest Winners

First Grade

1st Place - Nadia Resendez
James R. Wood Elementary
Mrs. Nina Pevonka, teacher
2nd Place - Yahir Ochoa
Cortland Elementary
Ms. Brianne Bjorklund, teacher
3rd Place - Delilah Schmitt
Cortland Elementary
Mrs. Vicki Bock, teacher

Second Grade

1st Place - Teagan Kramer
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Susan Foster, teacher
Nadia Resendez
First Grade, James R. Wood Elementary
Mrs. Nina Pevonka, teacher

Teagan Kramer
Second Grade, Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Susan Foster, teacher

2nd Place - Jackson Jungels
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Susan Foster, teacher
3rd Place - Grace Adams
Southeast School
Mrs. Lysa Wright, teacher

Third Grade

1st Place - Claire Hua
Southeast School
Mrs. Kyla Hueber, teacher
2nd Place - Ava Frances
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Julie Headley, teacher
3rd Place - Brayden Goodbred
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Julie Lovett, teacher

Fourth Grade
Claire Hua

Everet Hulthen

Third Grade, Southeast School
Mrs. Kyla Hueber, teacher

Fourth Grade, Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Tara Faivre, teacher

Restaurants and community
sites using placemats:
Barb City Manor, DeKalb
Culver’s of Sycamore (used April 26-28)
DeKalb Columbus Club
DeKalb Moose Lodge
Egg Haven, DeKalb
Hillside Restaurant, DeKalb
Hinckley Café
Kirkland Family Restaurant
Lincoln Inn Family Restaurant, DeKalb
Martha’s Kitchen, Malta
Shabbona Café
Sycamore Café
Taxco Restaurant, Sycamore

1st Place - Everet Hulthen
Indian Creek Elementary
Mrs. Tara Faivre, teacher
2nd Place - Amelia Weingarz
North Grove Elementary
Mrs. Allyson Holder, teacher
3rd Place - Eden Shaw
James R. Wood Elementary
Mrs. Fran Kenyon, teacher

Fifth Grade

1st Place - JC Alvardo
Hiawatha Elementary
Mrs. Stefanie Mecklenburg, teacher
2nd Place - Malilani Ibarra
Indian Creek Middle School
Mrs. Brittany Anderson, teacher

JC Alvardo
Fifth Grade, Hiawatha Elementary
Mrs. Stefanie Mecklenburg, teacher

3rd Place - Julissa Montiel
Hiawatha Elementary
Mrs. Stefanie Mecklenburg, teacher ■
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History Fills the Hallways
DeKalb students experience Ag History Expo

“In the hallways I hear kids talking about getting in the
combine, as well as getting their hands in the soil!”
DeKalb School District instructional coach Emily
Weller still hears students converse about the memorable
History Expo that took place at Farm Bureau this spring.
About 560 DeKalb third grade students attended the 2nd
Annual Ag History Expo over four days at the end of
April.
The Expo addressed historical events and innovations
as well as how the past has inﬂuenced modern-day
agriculture.
Some of the activities included: dissecting corn
kernels, feeling different types of soil, determining
common uses for corn, envisioning the size of prairie
plants, sitting on antique tractor seats, climbing into a
combine, shelling field corn, learning about the seasons
of agriculture, sequencing the DEKALB winged ear
logo, and much more.
Emily said, “Our current learning standards emphasize
understanding your community and local history. The
Expo gives students a ‘hands-on’ experience to learn
about local agricultural history that helps our community
stand out from others.”
“Students learned about glaciers, prairie grass, and the
impact on the soil. They also learned about innovative
ideas that helped agriculture transform with the use of
modern equipment,” expressed Emily.
The farm equipment proved to be one of the highlights
of the field trip. Kids had an opportunity to climb inside
a combine. “It’s as tall as my house!” one student
exclaimed when he saw the huge machine for the first
time.

Jade Ansteth, DeKalb FFA vice president, helps students dissect a
kernel of corn at the Ag History Expo.
18
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Students learn about the different types of soil with DeKalb County
Soil & Water Conservation District’s Dean Johnson.

Although these students live in and near DeKalb,
many were unaware of the agriculture around them. The
first Expo was planned in 2017 with this in mind. Emily
and fellow instructional coach Steven Bell organized
the now-annual event with the help of the DeKalb Area
Agricultural Heritage Association, the Joiner History
Room, the DeKalb County Soil & Water Conservation
District, and the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
The strong sense of community and generosity that
has developed from DeKalb’s history was evident from
its dedicated volunteers and supporters. They included
Bayer Crop Science (Waterman) , DeKalb FFA, DeKalb
Implement, and Paulson’s Agricultural Museum (near
Rockford).
After such an unforgettable field trip it is Emily’s hope
that she continues to hear hallway chatter about the Ag
History Expo for years to come. ►

Sam Kimpan with Bayer demonstrates how the corn head of a combine functions. In the
cab, Troy Dukes, also from Bayer, shows students the controls of the combine.

DAAHA Board Director Tom Plote shares the history of the DEKALB
winged ear logo with DeKalb third grade students.

Jennie Hueber, DeKalb’s Director of
Curriculum & Instruction, explains to
students the different types of corn.

Emily Weller, a DeKalb School instructional coach, helped
organize the Ag History Expo. Emily shows students an ear of
ﬁeld corn. ■
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For most of his farm life, Bill
Lenschow got up at 4:30 every
morning to milk his cows. It was
a daily routine for him and his
family, to milk their dairy cows each
morning and evening.
“I liked it because it was something
the whole family could do,” said Bill.
He and his wife, Kathy, and daughters
spent countless hours with their
Holstein cows in their century-old
dairy barn. “We all had a part in it.
Everyone pitched in. We all milked,
fed and took care of the cows.”

DAIRY DAYS
Hundreds of dairy cows occupied
the Lenschow’s stanchion barn yearround, but during the summer the
black and white cows spent their days
out on the lush green pastures atop
a hill overlooking Blue Arrow Farm
northeast of Sycamore.
Blue Arrow Farm got its name from
Bill’s father who found a blue Indian
arrowhead on their farmland. Blue
arrows are uniquely incorporated into
a custom designed barn quilt mounted
on the south side of their dairy barn
which faces their traditional white
farmhouse.
The Lenschow family has been
farming Blue Arrow Farm for 122
years now. Bill, a fourth generation
farmer, beams with pride of his farm
and family heritage.
“My goal in life was to run
Grandpa’s farm,” explained Bill, who
has been farming it since 1959.

“I spent many years helping
the dairy industry. When
I walked in the dairy barn
and got swatted with a
cow’s tail I knew I was
back home.”
Bill Lenschow

Bill Lenschow hauled some of his show cows to
Chicago for special events, such as a Cubs game at
Wrigley Field. He was often contacted because of his
leadership in state and national dairy organizations for
several years.

The Lenschows milked as many as 170 cows
in the height of their dairy days. They also
showed their top cows and calves at county
fairs and Holstein shows – many of their
bovines were champions. And some of their
cows became famous as they were hauled to
Chicago for guest appearances at Wrigley Field,
the History Museum, Ravinia and other special
events.
In 1984, Bill Lenschow was
As a lifetime dairy farmer, Bill says the three
named a Master Farmer.
biggest advancements for the dairy industry
were: the refrigeration of milk, artificial insemination (AI), and a total feed mix
ration. Refrigeration allowed milk to be cooled properly and transported greater
distances. AI perfected genetics in breeding. Using a nutritionist, dairymen
tested their feedstuffs and controlled nutrients in feed rations.
“Dairy farming really changed in the 1970s with technology,” continued Bill.
Their farm added a pipeline for moving milk automatically from the milking
units in their stanchion barn to the bulk tank in the milk house. And, their cows
were some of the first for experimenting with embryo transplants.

LIFE OF LEADERSHIP
Being a dairy farmer, Bill Lenschow kept plenty busy. But he made time to be
involved in farm and community organizations and became an effective leader.
“It all started with Farm Bureau and Young Farmers,” explained Bill.
Only a few years into farming Bill became interested in Young Farmers, a
Farm Bureau group for young people. After having been active in 4-H and FFA,
it was the next ag-related organization that sparked his interest. ►
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continued
It wasn’t long before the Sycamore farmer extended his
leadership to serving on the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Board of Directors. “The three leaders who were most
inﬂuential to me were Howard Mullins, Paul Montavon and
Dean Lake (Farm Bureau past officers). I learned early on
that you never got anywhere alone, someone helped you,”
Bill said. He was a Farm Bureau Director for 10 years.
Locally, Bill also served as president of the county Dairy
Association and the Sycamore Farmers Club Junior Fair.
His leadership progressed to state and national dairy
organizations including being vice president, later
treasurer, of the Associated Milk Producers, Inc., Illinois
Bill admits he couldn’t have held leadership roles without the
Milk Producers Director, and Dairy Council of Wisconsin
support of his wife and daughters. Bill and Kathy worked sidePresident. He also was a member of advisory boards for
by-side on the Lenschow dairy farm.
the Illinois Department of Agriculture, USDA, and the
University of Illinois.
In his dairy leadership, he traveled extensively to help set milk prices for
“I spent many years helping the
dairy farmers as part of the cooperative system. “Dairy farmers like milking,
dairy industry,” said Bill, which he
raising cows, and supplying milk for others. But they want to be paid a price
enjoyed, but still relished the moment
that covers their costs,” said Bill. He traveled to more than 20 states to lobby
he returned home. “When I walked in
for a uniform and fair milk price for farmers.
the dairy barn and got swatted with a
He met with dignitaries at state and national levels and testified before
cow’s tail I knew I was back home.”
Congress on behalf of dairy farmers.
He was able to be a leader in the
A few of his favorite memories were when he had milk and cookies at
dairy industry due to his family being
LBJ’s Ranch and another time when he personally visited with Barbara Bush.
on the home front to milk cows.
One of the highest honors
for Bill was being named a
Master Farmer in 1984 by
Prairie Farmer magazine, based
on exceptional community
service and farming. Then,
Bill stated, “People have given
me the opportunity to become
involved and provided leadership
experience as well as the
opportunity to farm.” (DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Point of
View newspaper, March 1984) ►

If walls could talk, this century-old
barn at Blue Arrow Farm would have
plenty of stories about milking dairy
cows at the Lenschow’s. The farm
was named by Bill’s father based on
ﬁnding a blue arrowhead on their land.
22

CONNECTIONS June 2019

FROM DAIRYMAN
TO HISTORIAN
Dairy cows were a big part of Bill’s life up
until a few years ago. “It’s an adjustment,”
claimed the retired dairyman. “You are used to
getting up at 4:30 and you don’t break those
habits easily. But now I have more time to enjoy
the grandkids.”
Bill sold his cows and put away the milkers
for good. Even though he’s not dairying today,
he still grows crops on his farm at the age of 82.
Beyond the corn fields, Bill appreciates
his family’s history. He remembers being a
young kid and driving the team of horses with
the bundle wagon while threshing grain in
the 1940s. He has a photo of his grandfather
driving his first steam powered tractor in 1910.
His family once farmed the land that is now
Bill Lenschow looks at old farm pictures hung in their farmhouse which
occupied by Sycamore Middle School.
show Bill’s grandfather, William, on his ﬁrst steam powered tractor in
He enjoys looking through century-old
1910. The Sycamore farmer appreciates his family farm heritage.
farm documents or reading minutes from the
Sycamore Farmers Club dating back to the early
Preserving the rural history of
1900s or looking at old family photos with his wife, Kathy, of 60 years.
DeKalb County has been Bill’s latest
Bill and Kathy share old farm stories with their children: Susan Crull of
passion. The Sycamore farm historian
Monroe, Wis; Lynn Paulus of Lincoln, Ill; Kim Winkelmann of Oakford, Ill;
currently serves on the DeKalb
and Debbie Bednarek of Elkhorn, Wis. along with 14 grandchildren and 7
County History Center Board and
great-grandchildren.
recently welcomed people to the new
History Center. “If we don’t tell the
stories of the county, we will lose this
history,” he said. “We are so fortunate
to have this new center.”
Bill continues to be “rooted in
his community” and “stays close to
home.” He smiles when he thinks
about all the good things in his life,
especially “hearing the laughter of
grandchildren.” ■

“If we don’t tell the stories of the
county, we will lose this history.
We are so fortunate to have this
new center.”

Preserving rural history is important to
Bill Lenschow. He serves on the DeKalb
County History Center Board and welcomed
visitors, like Carol and David Keneway, to
the new center located in Sycamore.
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Making History

DeKalb County History Center opens with Smithsonian exhibit
“We now have an anchor in the
community, a place to tell our stories as
well as a place to gather together and
learn more about each other and our
history,” says DeKalb County History
Center Director Michelle Donahoe.
The DeKalb County History Center
opened its doors in May. Located on
Sycamore’s Engh Farm, the new History
Center is home to a 1,200 square foot
exhibit space, the Joiner History Room,
a multi-purpose meeting room, and a
large area for collection storage.
Most importantly, the History Center
houses over a century of DeKalb County
history. “The level of partnership and
collaboration makes this museum
unique. We have great, smaller museums
throughout the county that we are
working together with,” says Michelle.
The grand opening was kicked off
with a Smithsonian exhibit titled,
“Crossroads: Change in Rural America”
and incorporates local, rural history.
When asked why local history is
important Michelle answered, “Our
history builds community pride and

Director Michelle Donahoe and board
member Bill Lenschow were integral
in the development of the new DeKalb
County History Center which opened its
doors in May.

gives us perspective on why things
are the way they are and how we
can shape the future.” Learn more at
www.dekalbcountyhistory.org or
visit the History Center at 1730 N.
Main St., Sycamore. ►

The History Center exhibit hall includes
local history as seen here with Farm
Bureau memorabilia.

The Joiner History Room, now located within the DeKalb County History Center, houses
the county archives and promotes historical research.
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Smithsonian
Comes to Town
The DeKalb County History
Center is celebrating their opening
with the Smithsonian exhibit,
“Crossroads: Change in Rural
America.” “Crossroads” explores
how rural communities have changed
and adapted in the 20th century. It
is a fitting theme for a county with
such deep, agricultural roots and
innovations.
The History Center and surrounding
community was chosen by Illinois
Humanities to host “Crossroads”
as part of the Museum on Main
Street program—a national/state/
local partnership to bring exhibitions
and programs to rural, cultural
organizations.
To learn more about “Crossroads”
and other Museum on Main

The Smithsonian exhibit at the DeKalb County History Center allows visitors an interactive
look at rural history.

Street exhibitions, visit www.
museumonmainstreet.org.
“Crossroads: Change in Rural

America” closes June 22 at the
History Center but the DeKalb
County display will remain.

Farmers Share Their Story
As part of the “Crossroads” exhibit, DeKalb,
Hinckley, and Sycamore FFA members, in
collaboration with Sycamore’s SpartanTV,
SpartanTV Jr., and History Club, conducted and
filmed interviews with the people that know our
land’s history the best – farmers.
With the help of History Center board member
Carol Meeks these students travelled throughout
the county asking farmers to share their story and
how agriculture has inﬂuenced them. The History
Center was one of only 16 organizations that
received a grant called “Stories: YES” through the
Smithsonian, which allowed the students funding for
this project.
The videos can be viewed at the History Center as
well on the Smithsonian Stories: YES website.
DeKalb County farmers and ag-community
members that were interviewed include: Ed Cowan,
Bill Deutsch, Dave Halverson, Don Halverson,
Jenna Halverson, Colleen Hogan, Dan Kenney,
Bill Lenschow, Nan Long, Kevin Marshall, Gerald
McArtor, Kevin McArtor, Tracey Sanderson, Jenna
Spychal, Orrin Vanderburg, John Ward, Steve Ward,
Eric Wackerlin, and Randy Willrett. ■

Big Rock farmer Ed Cowan was one of the local farmers interviewed
for the “Crossroads: Change in Rural America” exhibit. An interactive
display allows visitors to view his story and others.
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TRIPS

DeKalb County Farm Bureau has planned a trip to the Canadian
Rockies aboard the Rocky Mountaineer Train (Goldleaf
Service), April 27 – May 4, 2020. The journey will include:
Vancouver, Kamloops, Jasper, Lake Louise, Banff & Calgary.
Cost: $5,420 per person, double occupancy; $6,478 per person,
single occupancy. $750 per person deposit due with registration.
Final payment due Feb. 1, 2020.

Journey - 8 days
Hotel Nights - 7 days
Train Days - 2 days
What’s included:
Airfare, airport shuttle, hotel
accommodations, tours,
travel escorts. Meals: 7 breakfasts,
2 lunches, 1 dinner.
Trip Highlights
- Vancouver Lookout
- Jasper Highlights Tour
- Iceﬁelds Parkway Tour including
Ice Explorer – Jasper to Banff
- Yoho National Park Tour–
Banff to Lake Louise
- Lake Louise to Calgary Tour
including Banff Gondola
- Panoramic Helicopter Tour
For a detailed itinerary and
more information contact
the Farm Bureau office. ■
Arranged by Royal Travel & Tours and the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
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Travel with us to Martha’s Vineyard, Nantucket & Boston.
Fall in love with Cape Cod’s
charming villages in a tour for Farm
Bureau members, Sept. 12-17. Farm
Bureau is partnering with American
Classic Tours to offer members a
trip to Cape Cod.
This is one of their most popular
trips filled with East Coast treasures.
A guided tour of this pine-scented
peninsula will highlight bustling
harbors, sea captain homes, and the
Cape Cod National Seashore with
its pristine beaches and windswept
dunes.
The tour features a visit to Hyannis,
home of the Kennedy family, to
see the John F. Kennedy Memorial,
Korean War Memorial and St. Francis
Xavier Church. Then approach land’s
end at Provincetown, a haven for
artists and fishermen. Enjoy a dune
excursion ride. Treat your taste buds
to a lobster dinner in Hyannis.
Board high speed ferries to both
Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard,
islands rich in colonial maritime
history. View gingerbread adorned
houses and explore charming island
villages. Learn of Nantucket history
as the greatest whaling center in

the world. Enjoy postcard scenes of
open tracts of bog land and moors,
groves of scrub oak and pitch pine,
sandy beaches that stretch seemingly
forever along the Atlantic Ocean.
Then it’s on to the charming New
England villages of Plymouth,
Concord and Lexington – the
birthplace of American Liberty. In
Boston follow the Freedom Trail to
view the Old State House, Boston
Commons, Beacon Hill, Boston
Tea Party Area, Old North Church,

Last chance to register
for the Cape Cod Tour!
the John F. Kennedy Presidential
Library & Museum and more.
American Classic Tours will
provide a pick up at Farm Bureau,
take you to the airport, check you
in and take care of all of your air
and land travel arrangements. Tour
includes air fare, tour excursions,
motor coach, most meals, trip
insurance and a tour director.
Registration is now open for this
fall tour. Cost is $2,998 per person
double occupancy, $3,439 for
single occupancy. Price includes
airfare, motorcoach transportation,
hotel accommodations, 10 meals,
attractions and sightseeing tours,
taxes and gratuities, luggage
handling and fees, trip insurance
and an experienced tour director.
A deposit of $850 is due with
reservation. Final payment is due
June 28.
For more information and to
register stop by the Farm Bureau
office. ■
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Cultivating Young Leaders
Gord completes ALOT
Leeson Gord of Sandwich
recently completed the Illinois
Farm Bureau Agricultural
Leaders of Tomorrow (ALOT)
program.
This year’s ALOT class
of 21graduates studied and
developed leadership skills in
the areas of communication,
political process, agricultural
economics, and global issues as
part of the nine-week training
program.
Illinois Farm Bureau created ALOT as an agricultural
leadership development program designed to give participants
a head-start on tackling tomorrow’s responsibilities. To date,
over 1,000 participants have graduated from the program. ■

Clausen earns
top scholarship
DeKalb County
Farm Bureau member
Chase Clausen has
received the Illinois
Farm Bureau Legacy
of Leadership
Scholarship. The
scholarship is offered
annually to one
student that displays
leadership qualities
and well-rounded academic performance.
Chase received $7,500 towards his education at
the University of Illinois where he just completed
his sophomore year studying Agribusiness Markets
and Management. On campus, he is a member of
the FarmHouse Fraternity, Collegiate Farm Bureau,
and is an ACE Department Ambassador.
Chase is the son of Jeff and Anna Clausen of
Genoa and was a former State FFA officer. When
asked about the distinguished achievement Chase
said, “Growing up with Farm Bureau, I learned the
value that the Farm Bureau has for farmers and the
community as a whole. My grandfather was active
in the organization and I truly am honored to have
been selected as the recipient.” ■

Calling all 18-35 year-olds interested in
agriculture. The DeKalb County Young Leaders will
be hosting their annual cookout in July. Follow them
on Facebook for upcoming dates and events or email
aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org. ■
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Scholarship recipients honored
This year’s Farm Bureau Senior Scholarship
recipients were honored at their high school’s
awards program. Sycamore students received
their scholarship award from Farm Bureau
Foundation Director John Ward. Recipients
pictured with Ward include: (from left) Seth
Harbecke, Dayton Ward, Mindy Smits, Emily
Grayburn, and Sophia McComb. ■

Section FFA
ofﬁcers elected
Farm Bureau would like to
congratulate the newly elected
Section 6 and Section 7 FFA
officer teams. Several DeKalb
County students were chosen to
fill the positions within
both sections.

The 2019-2020 Section 6 FFA ofﬁcer team includes: (from
left) Allie Drake, Sycamore, president; Sawyer Willrett, DeKalb,
vice president; Piper Roush, Belvidere, secretary; Connor
Ray, Marengo, reporter; Delaney Hemann, Genoa-Kingston,
treasurer; and Brooklyn Botterman, Genoa-Kingston, sentinel.

The Section 7 FFA ofﬁcer team includes: (front from left)
Avery Plote, Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich, president; Spencer
DeGraaf, Seneca, vice president; (back) Levi Maierhofer,
Seneca, reporter; Kara Freebairn, Serena, secretary;
Danny Widman, Seneca, treasurer; and McKenna Dayhuff,
Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich, sentinel. ■

June 2019 CONNECTIONS

29

Teaching
n Holder

Mrs. Allyso

Personal

Hometown: I was born in Baltimore,

Teacher: Mrs. Allyson Holder
School: North Grove Elementary School
Grade: 4th grade
Subjects: All
Number of years teaching: 33 years - 9 years homeschool, 24 years public school
Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy connection: I have taken the Summer Ag Institute

MD and have lived in DeKalb, IL for
41 years.

4 times and learned a lot each time. My students also enjoy books donated from Farm
Bureau and farm ﬁeld trips. I also participate in Ag in the Classroom presentations.

Family: My husband Kevin & I

What is your favorite unit to teach? The Illinois MAGic Kit from the DeKalb Farm

have been married 39 years. We
have 3 married children and 10
grandchildren: Stephen (Abby) with
Cecilia, Eero and Joe; Jessica Lehan
(Jim) with Ryann, Maya, Kaytie and
Jack; Bryan (Amanda) with Layla,
Halle & Aria.

College/Degree(s): NIU Bachelor’s,
Elementary Education; NIU Master’s,
Learning Disabilities; American
College of Education Master’s,
General Administration
What did you want to be when
you grew up? Growing up I always

wanted to be a mom and a teacher! I
am so blessed to be living my dream
and be Grandma, too.

Bureau has such a plethora of activities and fun; that has made Illinois my favorite unit.

Why is it important for students to learn about food and farming? Agriculture
provides so many jobs and is an important part of our everyday life including food,
clothing, economics, history, political science, and the compassion to feed the world.

Share one memorable teaching story. After I greeted one of my students in the
morning, he told me that he didn’t do his homework with a huge smile on his face. I
asked him why he was smiling about it. He replied, “You said there’s no stress in 4th
grade.” I smiled and answered, “You’re right. But do your homework.”
What do you enjoy most about teaching? My favorite part of teaching is getting
to know each student and enjoying their excitement for learning!

Favorites

Quote: “There are 1440 minutes in a day; make the most of them showing kindness
to others and not letting anything ruin your day.”
Hobbies: Spending time with my family, singing with Threshold Choir at Oak Crest,
Bible study, reading, writing, learning, doing puppet shows, swimming, and walking
my dog.
Books: My favorite books are the one I’m writing, “Reﬂections of God’s Love
Through the Eyes of a Grandmother” & “You Are Special” by Max Lucado
Song: Sarah Hart Pearsons “Love Song for the King”
Movie: “One Night with The King”
Travel: Ocean City, MD; Fort Worth, TX; Grand Isle, NE
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A Whiff of
Farm Life

“I smell something!” It’s a common
reaction when non-farm kids
disembark their school bus on a
farm ﬁeld trip.
Unaccustomed to the aromas of
livestock, many students initially
cover their noses when they first
arrive at the farm. Soon the newness
of the odors is forgotten as students
eagerly accompany their tour guides
around the operation.
For the third spring in a row, Alan
and JoAnn Adams welcomed to their
farm six classes of fourth graders and
their teachers. The visitors traveled
from Herman E. Dummer School in
Sandwich to learn how the local farm
is connected to their own lives.
Alan and JoAnn had ample help
guiding their young visitors. Sons
Ross and Jeremiah, daughter-in-law
Jessie, and employee David Meyer

“Can we pet it?” Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich FFA member McKenna Dayhuff
explains how she cares for and shows her beef cattle to fourth graders.
also assisted in teaching students
about the farm. The classes rotated
through sessions exploring the beef
lifecycle, crop science, Illinois ag
products, the importance of soil, and
farm machinery.

Several members of the SomonaukLeland-Sandwich FFA, Rhodora
Collins from DeKalb County Farm
Bureau, and LaSalle County SWCD
Resource Conservationist Vicki Heath
were also on hand to work with the
students.
The Adams’ beef cattle weren’t the
only sources of intriguing odors that
the fourth grade students experienced
during their visit. Pit silos full of
feed ingredients, freshly dug soil, the
smell of approaching rain, and the
tasty aromas of the beef sticks and
apples served as a snack were also
part of the day’s sensory adventure.
By the end of the event, roughly
140 students and teachers had toured
the farm. ■

“I just wanted to send a quick
THANK YOU for everything again this
year! Your time and effort are greatly
appreciated and this continues to be
a trip that makes a large impact on
our students.”
“Why are they in pens?” Ross Adams answers questions about feeder cattle at the
Adams Farm in rural Sandwich.

Allyn Ricci
Dummer Elementary teacher
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A glimpse

of local history

Frankly Speaking
In 1834, DeKalb County was
a prairieland. Communities were
established beginning in the southern
part of the county then slowly moved
north.
One such southern community was
Franks. The area (roughly 4 miles
square) that would come to be known
as Franks began in 1834 as a simple
trapper’s log cabin on the northeast
corner of what is now the intersection
of Governor Beveridge and Chicago
Roads. This cabin was later occupied
by families with surnames Robinson,
Root, Easterbrooks, and Beveridge.
In 1842, the cabin was owned by
Mr. George Beveridge and was the
location of the first services of the
Presbyterian pioneers. Four years later
the Somonauk United Presbyterian
Church (current name) was officially
established and by 1849 a school
house was built near the church to

serve as a meetinghouse as
well as a day school. The
congregation grew and
prospered and in 1852 the
congregation erected the first
country church in the county.
By 1858, the membership
was 96 parishioners. These
people became the heart of a
community that wouldn’t get
The Franks Community Club was a very active club
a name for 27 years.
for many years. This play bill lists the local cast
In 1858, a regulated system
from the 1928 play.
of delivering mail had not yet
been established. If you were
expecting an important letter, you just didn’t go to the end of your driveway or
outside your front door to get your mail. The closest mail station was in Freeland
Corners about three miles east of the church. The next closest mail station
was the small town of Somonauk, five miles to the south. Postal service was
dependent on a local resident or store operator being responsible for the mail. The
“post office” moved from a log cabin to Freeland as one store closed and others
opened. In 1885, Freeland Corners stopped receiving mail.
Frank Ritchie, who owned a creamery near the Presbyterian Church, wanted to
keep mail delivery in the area. He applied in 1891 to the U.S. Postmaster General
for a postal office to be opened.
The post office was given the name
Franks, in appreciation for his work.
Thus, the Franks community was
“officially” established. The office
was discontinued when Rural Free
Delivery was established. Using
the name Franks to identify the
community slowly disappeared as
modernization closed the creamery,
small stores in the area closed, and
towns such as Somonauk grew to be
a population center from which the
mail was distributed.
The Presbyterian Church remains
the only evidence that Franks ever
existed. ■

The United Presbyterian Church and parsonage, looking west, was originally part of the Franks
community. Franks post ofﬁce was across the creek which is on the right-hand side of this
photo, circa 1890.
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Information provided by the
Joiner History Room, DeKalb
County Archives

Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

The things we treasure
When you receive a greeting card
or note from a friend or relative,
what do you do with it? Are you the
kind of person who reads it, thanks
the giver for the sentiment, and then
discretely places it in the recycling
bin within a day or so? Or are you
the sort of person who reads and
saves almost every letter, card, and
newspaper clipping?
Do you still have keepsakes given
to you by long-deceased family
members or friends you haven’t seen
in decades? Or did you “rehome”
such items long ago to minimize
clutter? Are you a “keeper” or a
“pitcher?”

facility. A collector of interesting
rocks, shells, and antique radios, his
father had lived in the same home for
nearly four decades.
My dad asked Mark how he and
his brother had managed to clear out
their father’s house and put it on the
market within just a few days. Mark’s
reply? “We hired a dumpster.” What
didn’t go into the dumpster was set
out along the street for neighbors to
acquire if they wished.
I was near enough that I saw my
dad wince when Mark mentioned the
dumpster. He took a deep breath and
asked, slowly, “Wasn’t there anything
your dad really wanted to keep?”
I winced, too. I like
to keep stuff. My stuff
falls into roughly three
categories: stuff that is
meaningful, stuff that is
or might be useful, and
stuff I don’t know what
to do with but seems
too valuable to simply
throw away. Marie Kondo
would be horrified: Her
KonMari™ method hinges
on the premise of keeping
only the things that “spark
joy.”
One of my dad’s treasures: A sign he made for 4-H in
1960, when he was 14. I treasure it, too.
Well. I still find joy in
the letters my friend Leigh
Chances are that toward whichever
sent me back in the ‘90s when we
end of this spectrum you lean, you
had recently graduated college and
live or work with someone whose
were early in our careers. I find joy
tendencies are exactly opposite yours.
in interesting empty containers that
And they make you crazy.
might be handy for storing useful
A few weeks ago, I heard snippets
items. I find joy in ordinary objects
of a conversation between my
that might become teaching tools.
husband and my dad. Mark was
The Lifestyle section of the Daily
telling Dad about the recent passing
Chronicle’s May 18, 2019 issue
of his stepmother and subsequent
featured the story of Greg Weinman’s
need to move his father out of his
newspapers. Greg’s grandfather
house and into a managed care
Myer Weinman started purchasing

and saving newspapers in the 1920s,
eventually amassing a collection
of more than 2,000. He saved
newspapers with headlines he found
significant, like the end of World War
II and the Supreme Court’s Brown v.
Board of Education decision.
Myer Weinman’s grandson Greg
still treasures those papers. He
remembers learning about history,
bias, and point of view at his
grandfather’s elbow as a kid. But
now he’s moving and he can’t keep
them. Libraries and museums don’t
want them; they have all those papers
on microfiche. So, much like my
husband and brother-in-law did with
their dad’s extra belongings, Greg
Weinman is giving those treasured
papers away. Chances are many of
them, too, will be pitched. Is that a
shame? Yes. And also no.
I think our world needs both
“keepers” and “pitchers.” Because
of “keepers,” we have museums like
the DeKalb County History Center
which teach us stories of the past via
tangible items. Because of “pitchers,”
we’re not utterly buried in stuff.
The challenge for both keepers like
me and pitchers like my husband,
is finding that elusive place in the
middle, where we can find joy in
both our treasures and in (relatively)
uncluttered lives.
I’m still working on it. ■
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PRIME TIMERS

Truman’s Ridge performs at July BBQ
If you like bluegrass music you will
enjoy the music of Truman’s Ridge.
Truman’s Ridge will entertain Farm
Bureau members with a bit of folk,
a hint of jazz and a touch of swing –
Chicago style bluegrass at its finest!
The band will be performing for
Farm Bureau members next month at
the Prime Timers BBQ on Monday,
July 8.
The BBQ begins at 5:30 p.m. with
a pork chop and chicken dinner
in the Farm Bureau Auditorium
and Truman’s Ridge musical
entertainment at 6:45 p.m. in the
theater.
Truman’s Ridge band members
include: Steven Sarver, Charley
Smart, Chris Johnson and Bruce
Wallace. They are known for their
classic style, high energy and tight
harmonies and instrumentation.
Organized in 2008, the band
has played at festivals and venues
throughout the Midwest. Truman’s
Ridge has released four CD’s and

The Truman’s Ridge band is set to entertain Farm Bureau members on July 8 as the
featured entertainment of the Prime Timers BBQ. Band members are (from left): Steven
Sarver, Charley Smart, Chris Johnson, and Bruce Wallace.

is currently recording another for
release this fall.
Farm Bureau Prime Timers,
members 55+ years, who are

interested in attending the BBQ and
musical program should register at
the Farm Bureau office by July 3.
Cost of the BBQ is $10. ■

Young musician entertains members
Fifteen-year-old Reilly Farrell is a musical prodigy.
When he was four years old he studied violin and piano at the NIU
Community School of Arts. Reilly is the youngest concertmaster of the
DeKalb High School (DHS) Symphony Orchestra in the last decade.
Reilly will entertain Farm Bureau Prime Timers on Monday, Aug. 5. His
performance, “Sharing Four Centuries of Music,” will be from 1 until 1:45
p.m. in the Farm Bureau Theater. All members are welcome to attend.
As a DHS student, he performs with the Symphony Orchestra, Chamber
Orchestra, and Jazz Band. Reilly also is a regular with the Kishwaukee
Symphony Orchestra, Rockford Symphony Orchestra and NIU Suzuki
Strings, as well as other orchestras and ensembles. Additionally, Reilly
shares his music with groups throughout the local community.
Playing the violin and piano, Reilly will share some of his favorite hymns
as well as classical and popular music for Farm Bureau members.
Prime Timers are welcome to register for this monthly program by July
30 and pay the $7 lunch fee. ■
Reilly Farrell will provide musical selections for
Farm Bureau members on Aug. 5.
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COUNTRY
Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Having the money talk before saying “I Do.”
Planning a wedding can be stressful.
From decorations to guest lists, couples
have many decisions to make for their
big day. But there’s one important detail
couples shouldn’t lose sight of in the
excitement of planning a wedding –
having the money talk.
Budgeting, managing debt and
planning for the future are vital
discussions a couple should have before
tying the knot. Spending issues are
often a source of friction in a marriage,
so communication is key.

Wedding Budget

The average national cost for a
wedding is approximately $30,000. A
COUNTRY Financial Security Index
survey revealed most Americans (86
percent) think that’s too much.
Discuss both your wedding budget
and who is paying for what. More than
half (51 percent) of those surveyed by
COUNTRY Financial believe both the
couple and the parents should share the
costs of the wedding.
If you’re trying to save money on
wedding costs try these ideas:
• Consider getting married on a day
other than Saturday.
• Choose artificial ﬂower
arrangements.
• Have your wedding and reception
in the same location.
• Ask a friend to DJ.

www.countryﬁnancial.com

Also, save money on food
and alcohol by choosing hors
d’oeuvres over a plated meal
and a cash bar over an open
bar.

Before You Say “I Do”

Forty-four percent of
couples surveyed by COUNTRY
Financial said one or both parties had
pre-existing debt and it factored into
their discussions about joining their
finances. Perform an annual credit
check before having the money talk to
get a full view of each of your financial
situations.
Couples should be upfront about
their spending and savings habits, their
financial history and their personal
financial goals.

After the Honeymoon

Of course, money matters are an
ongoing facet of any relationship.
Maintaining unity with your partner
requires more than just a one-time sit
down.
To remain in sync on their financial
present and future, couples can follow
some teamwork tips.
• Make it a date: Set up a regular
time each month to sit down and
discuss household finances. Carving
out time to review finances will help
keep financial goals and concerns
from slipping through the cracks when
schedules get busy.
• Value proposition: What are
expenditures your partner feels are
most important? When is an expense
a necessity and when is splurging on

convenience items appropriate? If
couples talk about spending priorities,
miscommunication about how money
is spent is less likely.
• Seek some help: Couples might
not always agree on the best way to
meet financial goals. And one partner,
or both, might not be confident in the
best path for savings and investment.
Sitting down with an expert who can
explain what options are available is
will provide helpful options towards
achieving financial security.
Taking stock of your financial
present is good advice for anyone.
But when it comes to couples, getting
these insights helps create a path for
all of their major goals, from home
ownership all the way to retirement.
For more information visit www.
countryﬁnancial.com.

About COUNTRY Financial®

COUNTRY Financial is a marketing
name for COUNTRY Life Insurance
Company®, COUNTRY Mutual
Insurance Company® and their respective
subsidiaries, located in Bloomington,
Ill. COUNTRY Financial serves about
one million households and businesses
throughout the United States and offers
a wide range of insurance and financial
products and services. ■
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MEMBER SAVINGS
Enjoy up to 20% off
with Choice Hotels
Advance reservations
required, please call
1-800-258-2847
®

Enjoy up to 20% off
“Best Available Rate”
with Wyndham Hotels
& Resorts
Advance reservations
required, please call
1-877-670-7088

For assistance and to obtain your DeKalb County Farm Bureau®
membership number, please contact us at 815-756-6361.

Ford
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Theme Parks

Car Rentals

Great Wolf Lodge

Save on theme parks & water parks

MEMBERSHIP

Great America-Gurnee

This summer Great America introduces the triple-record
breaking launch coaster, Maxx Force! This revolutionary new
coaster will be the fastest launch coaster in North America. Reach
speeds of 78 miles per hour in two seconds on this incredible
record-breaker, featuring the fastest inversion and tallest double
inversion of any roller coaster in the world.
Discount tickets are available at the Farm Bureau office. Tickets
are $52 (one day general admission) for ages 3 and up, which is a
savings of $25.99. Children 2 and under are free. These tickets do
not include Hurricane Harbor but are valid for Fright Fest.
Great America is located in Gurnee.

Santa’s Village-East Dundee

Santa’s Village celebrates 60 years of bringing joy to families with new
attractions and special events. Opening this summer is Santa Springs, an
interactive water play attraction. The water play structure will include
dozens of water toys with two giant tipping buckets and six water slides.
Discount tickets are available to Farm Bureau members. Tickets can be
purchased at the Farm Bureau office for $20 (savings of $6). These tickets
are available for any day that the park is open. Parking is free.
Santa’s Village is located in East Dundee, just north of I-90 at the corner
of Rt. 25 and Rt. 72.

Magic Waters-Cherry Valley

Raging Waves-Yorkville Raging Waves is Illinois’ largest outdoor waterpark,
located on more than 58 acres in Yorkville. This Aussie-themed, family-friendly
waterpark features 26 water slides, three kiddie areas, a wave pool, a 1/4 mile
long lazy river, 26 private cabanas, and more.
Raging Waves tickets are available for purchase at Farm Bureau. Discounted
tickets are $16 (one day admission), which is a savings of $16.99. There is a
limit of six tickets per membership.
Raging Waves is located on Rt. 47 near Yorkville.

NEW this year! Discounted
tickets are available for Magic
Waters, the home of 15 worldclass water attractions, the
largest wave pool in Illinois, and
numerous children’s splash and
play zones.
Farm Bureau has special
discounted tickets for ONLY
Friday and Saturday, July 12, 13,
19, 20, 26, and July 27.
Tickets can be purchased at
Farm Bureau for a discounted
price of $18 (savings of $11.99).
Magic Waters is located at
7820 Cherryvale N. Blvd, Cherry
Valley. ■
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Four Seasons Gardening Webinar Series

4-H Pork Chop BBQ June 27

University of Illinois Extension’s Four Seasons Gardening program will
be offered this season at the DeKalb County Extension office or persons can
view the webinars from home.
June 25 – Landscape Invasives and Native Alternatives. Horticulture
Educator Kelly Allsup will discuss some of the most common landscape
plants with potentially invasive qualities and replace them with native
alternatives.
July 16 – Youth Gardening: Back Pocket Lessons & Activities. Looking
for simple, but fun ways to get youth engaged in gardening? Join Brittnay
Haag, horticulture educator, to learn some quick, easy and highly engaging
gardening activities that require minimal preparation that everyone that works
with youth should have in their back pocket.
Aug. 6 – Going Organic: Are Organic Pesticides Safer Than Their
Synthetic Counterparts? Statistics show home landscapes receive three times
more pesticides per acre than commercial agriculture production. Many
clients are turning to organic products due to their growing market and
perception that these pesticides are safer, but are they? Hear Horticulture
Educator Chris Enroth as he sheds some light on organic vs. synthetic
products.
There is no fee to attend any of these programs, but advanced registration is
encouraged.To register and for more information contact the DeKalb County
Extension office, 815-758-8194, or http://go.illinois.edu/fourseasons. ■

Want a nice meal for you and your
family while supporting the DeKalb
County 4-H Foundation? Then we have
the meal for you!
On Thursday, June 27, the DeKalb
County 4-H Foundation along with
the DeKalb Area Pork Producers will
be conducting their annual Pork Chop
Drive Thru Dinner at the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau Building. For $12 a ticket,
individuals will receive two pork chops,
pasta salad, baked beans, applesauce and
a roll.
Tickets can be purchased from area
4-H club members, Foundation Board
members, or at the DeKalb County
Extension Office. All tickets need to be
purchased by Wednesday, June 19.
Pick up times for the dinner on June
27 will be from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the
Farm Bureau Building. The proceeds
from this fundraising dinner will go to
support the DeKalb County 4-H program.
For questions about the dinner or
to purchase tickets contact the county
Extension Office at 815-758-8194. ■
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News provided by offices in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture

Acreage reporting deadline is July 15 at FSA
To maintain program eligibility and
benefits, producers must timely file
acreage reports.
By completing your maps ahead
of time and also dropping them off
in advance of your appointment, you
will greatly shorten the length of your
crop acreage reporting appointment.
All maps are printed so please stop by
the office to pick them up.

Please call and make an
appointment to report your acres,
or come in as soon as possible after
planting is complete. Those with
appointments will be served first.
Please have your crop planting dates
and crop shares when certifying. Crop
shares reported to FSA should match
shares reported to crop insurance.
Please do not to wait until the

USDA reopens continuous CRP signup, extensions also available
USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) is now accepting applications
for certain practices under the
continuous Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) signup and will
offer extensions for expiring
CRP contracts. The 2018 Farm
Bill reauthorized CRP, one of the
country’s largest conservation
programs.
“USDA offers a variety of
conservation programs to farmers
and ranchers, and the Conservation
Reserve Program is an important tool
for private lands management,” said
FSA Administrator Richard Fordyce.
“CRP allows agricultural producers to
set aside land to reduce soil erosion,
improve water quality, provide habitat
for wildlife and boost soil health.”
FSA stopped accepting applications
last fall for the continuous CRP
signup when the 2014 Farm Bill
authority expired. Since passage of
the 2018 Farm Bill last December,
Fordyce said FSA has carefully
analyzed the language and determined
that a limited signup prioritizing
water-quality practices furthers
conservation goals and makes sense
for producers as FSA works to fully
implement the program.
Continuous CRP Signup - This
year’s signup will include such
practices as grassed waterways,
filter strips, riparian buffers, wetland
restoration and others.
Continuous signup enrollment
contracts are 10 to 15 years in
duration. Soil rental rates will be set

at 90 percent of the existing rates.
Incentive payments will not be
offered for these contracts.
Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program Signup
- FSA will also reopen signup for
existing Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP)
agreements. Fact sheets on current
CREP agreements are available at the
FSA Office.
Other CRP Signup Options FSA plans to open a CRP general
signup in December 2019 and a CRP
Grasslands signup later.
CRP Contract Extensions - A
one-year extension will be offered
to existing CRP participants who
have expiring CRP contracts of 14
years or less. Producers eligible for
an extension will receive a letter
describing their options.
Alternatively, producers with
expiring contracts may have the
option to enroll in the Transition
Incentives Program, which provides
two additional annual rental payments
on the condition the land is sold
or rented to a beginning farmer or
rancher or a member of a socially
disadvantaged group.
Producers interested in applying
for continuous CRP practices,
including those under existing
CREP agreements, or who need an
extension, should contact their USDA
service center. More information on
CRP can be found at www.fsa.usda.
gov/crp. ■

last minute to
come into the
office to report
acres. Acreage reporting deadline is
Monday, July 15.
REMINDER: Failure to file a
report by the crop acreage reporting
deadline may result in ineligibility
for future program benefits. NOTE:
FSA will not accept acreage reports
provided more than a year after the
acreage reporting deadline.
All crop acres on the farm including
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
acres must be reported to receive
certain FSA Program Benefits.
Failed Acres: For failed acres
producers should file a CCC-576,
Notice of Loss, when the loss first
becomes apparent and BEFORE
disposition of the crop and replanting
of the field to another crop.
Prevented Planted Acres: Any
prevented planted acreage reports
to FSA need to be reported on form
CCC-576 within 15 days after the
crop insurance final planting date
(June 5 for corn and June 20 for
soybeans). Prevented planted claims
need to include “proof of intent to
plant” (seed/fertilizer/spraying bills,
etc.). ■

Water testing for nutrients
Farmers can bring in water samples
from tile drainage, surface runoff or
nearby streams for nutrient testing.
The SWCD can estimate for pounds
per acres of nutrients leaving the
field.
Testing dates at the SWCD office
are: June 25; July 2, 23 & 30; and
Aug. 20 & 28.
For more information contact
the SWCD office, 815-756-2324,
ext. 3. ■
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Serene Sunrise

Photo by Karl Faivre

Farm Bureau member Karl Faivre woke up early the day before his wedding and took this photo of the sunrise reﬂecting off his
barn. The tranquil image contrasted with the upcoming commotion of a joyous wedding weekend. Karl farms corn, soybeans,
hay, hogs, and cattle in rural DeKalb.

Best of Barns Photo Contest
The contest is open to local, amateur
photographers. Take photos of any
DeKalb County barns or other farm
buildings. Photos may include the
entire structure, interior shots, or
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closer pictures of the building’s
attributes. The submitted photo
must be the photographer’s original
work. Email pictures to aschelkopf@
dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief

description and location as well as
the city you are from. Each month
a winning photo will be chosen
and published in CONNECTIONS
magazine. ■

Make
FAST STOP
your first
stop.
FS –
Whether you are looking to fill your tank or
your coffee cup, look to your locally owned
and operated FAST STOP.® With nearly 300
convenient locations across the Midwest,
chances are, we’re right on the way.

TM

DeKalb - 880 Peace Rd
Waterman - 9391 State Rte 23
Rochelle - 130-2nd Ave
www.conservfs.com
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