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Connecting to You

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

What is Farm Bureau doing for me?
If there is one question I hear time and time again as
county president it is: “What is Farm Bureau doing for
me?”
Well, I’ll tell you what Farm Bureau is doing for you!
Day in and day out Farm Bureau is representing all my
farmer friends at the national, state and local levels. And
because of this, Farm Bureau membership continues to
pay benefits.
This year, we have worked with Congress and the
current administration to provide for market facilitation
payments in a trying year, seen the passage of the
USMCA Trade Agreement, secured Phase 1 in the China
Trade Talks, and finally ditched Waters of the United
States for the new and improved “Navigable Waters
Protection Rule.” These areas alone have had huge
impacts on our farm financial picture.
At the state level, we were successful in getting a threeyear moratorium on the Livestock Facilities Management
Act. We are currently working with the Census Bureau
to assist in accurately counting residents in rural Illinois
in order to benefit local taxing bodies. And, we have

successfully defended farming interests in sales tax
exemptions on our inputs.
Locally, we are active in zoning, utility, infrastructure
and drainage issues where we share the farmer’s voice and
monitor these issues regularly.
If you ask me, your Farm Bureau membership is well
worth the investment! No, we don’t have as many farm
meetings, but Farm Bureau is out there working for you.
Without Farm Bureau I am not sure how agriculture would
be today.
Remember, it isn’t always about “Me” it’s about “Us.”
And in Farm Bureau we need the united voice to be heard. ■
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On Prairie Drive

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

A Tribute to our Presidents

Digging into the past and learning more about our
Farm Bureau presidents has been quite the journey.
In this issue we pay tribute to the presidents –
appropriately timed during the month which we
celebrate our country’s presidents.
Over the last four decades, I have had the
privilege of working with five outstanding
presidents! My connection to the previous 10
presidents has been through family members who
have shared stories/information about their relatives. The Farm Bureau archives and
other bits of history have also connected me to those presidents.
Each work day I walk by the Hall of Presidents in our Farm Bureau lobby and
glance at the portraits of presidents. I think to myself, if only pictures could talk. Oh,
the stories they could tell me! Our early presidents had their work cut out for them to
establish and shape an organization that would help farmers improve their soils and
grow better crops. Mind you, without modern technology.
Farm Bureau has been blessed with some of the best leaders – presidents and
farmer directors. Many have gone beyond our county lines and have also served us
at the state and national levels as our “voice for agriculture.” We are grateful that
these farmers took time away from their farms to devote to Farm Bureau and make a
difference for the betterment of agriculture.
Our county Farm Bureau continues to be strong today thanks to the leadership
of these 15 presidents. I hope you enjoy reading about our presidents and their
accomplishments. ■

Calendar
FEBRUARY
Feb. 24
DCFB Annual Meeting
For “M” farmer members
8 a.m.
Feb. 27
Crop Numbers Meeting
Sponsored by Young Leaders
6 p.m.

MARCH
March 2
Prime Timers Program:
American Songbook Hits
By Matt & Cynthia Gruel
12-Noon, $7 lunch
Register by Feb. 25
March 17
Primary Election – VOTE!
March 18
FB Trip: “The Secret of My Success”
Paramount Theater, Aurora
10:15 Depart from Farm Bureau
March 20
Farm Bureau’s High School
Senior Scholarship Deadline
March 24
National Ag Day
March 22-28
National Ag Week
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Find the snowflake and win!
Let’s see if you can find the snowflake
(resembling the one here) in this month’s
issue of our magazine and be eligible to
win a prize.
Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815756-6361, by Feb. 28 for your chance to
win.
When responding by email, please
include the page number and exact
description of the location of the
snowflake on that page. You will also
need to include your name, address and
phone number in the email.
Correct answers will be put into a
drawing and one winner will be drawn to
receive a $20 gift card.
Last month’s winner of the pine cone
contest was Nancy Johnson of Shabbona.
The pine cone was hidden on page 6
in the hitch of the tractor photo, of the
January CONNECTIONS. ■

Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture
unless otherwise noted. For most meeting
reservations contact the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361.

Follow us!
facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
twitter.com/DCFBureau
pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine
www.CultivateConnections.org
Farm Bureau Main Site
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org
Foundation for Agriculture
www.PlantALegacy.org
Ag Literacy
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to:

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

By the
NUMBERS

Longstanding Leadership
In the early 1900s, an innovative group of farmers, bankers, and newspapermen
saw the need to form an agricultural organization. These resourceful pioneers
became known as the organization’s founders of Farm Bureau. This was the
beginning of more than 100 years of successful leadership.
The DeKalb County Farm Bureau was the first county Farm Bureau to organize in
the state. It began as the Soil Improvement Association in 1912.
Dedicated and steadfast leadership has developed Farm Bureau into the premier
agricultural organization it is today.
In its 108 year history, the DeKalb County Farm Bureau has had 15 presidents.

Farm Bureau founders gather to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau in 1937. They are John Blair, C.D.
Schoonmaker, George Hyde, William Eckhardt, George Gurler, Aaron Plapp, Frederick B. Townsend, Henry H. Parke, Edgar E. Hipple,
George A. Fox, William F. Leifheit and Orton Bell.
February 2020 CONNECTIONS
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Voice of Agriculture:
Farm Bureau represents farmers
A trusted resource and advocate for farming and agriculture
Since the early beginnings of Farm Bureau the organization has been a
“Voice of Organized Agriculture” speaking out on behalf of farmers and
representing them on all fronts.
Farm Bureau’s unified voice has been effective in lobbying for
legislation, working to improve farm profitability, bettering the
environment, monitoring regulations, building trust with consumers,
focusing on trade and other local, state and national issues important to
agriculture.
Take a look at some of these latest accomplishments of Farm Bureau –
your organization that is working for you!

Farm Bureau continues to fight for
Illinois producers in maintaining
integrity in the RFS. Farm Bureau has
urged the USDA to quickly act on an
infrastructure package to accommodate
higher blends.

Three-Year Moratorium on the
Livestock Facilities Management Act

This is a great victory for Farm Bureau and American Agriculture. One
in every five acres planted in Illinois helps feed Mexican and Canadian
consumers.

Farm Bureau’s efforts in securing a
three-year moratorium for livestock
producers provides stability for those
producers wishing to expand their
operations for future generations.

Phase 1 in the China Trade Talks

Sales Tax Exemptions on Farm Inputs

USMCA Trade Agreement

Illinois farmers are ready to regain our trading position with China…
“We are well-positioned to fulfill China’s demand of soybeans, pork and
additional commodities, and this agreement provides a pathway for the
next generation of Illinois young farmers,” said Richard Guebert, Illinois
Farm Bureau president.

US-Japan Trade Agreement

The agreement opens up markets for Illinois farmers and again provides
benefits between the two countries.

Farm Bureau has successfully
defended agriculture’s need for existing
exemptions which protects farmers’
financial interests in their farming
operations.

Census Bureau Assistance

This new rule replaces WOTUS and respects the rights of states to regulate
water while providing farmers and landowners certainty and clarity.
Efforts of our Illinois Farm Bureau members were a true grassroots effort
in sharing our concerns over the former rules.

Farm Bureaus throughout Illinois will
assist members in accurately reporting
numbers for the US Census. The
accurate accounting of rural residents in
Illinois will in turn benefit local taxing
bodies with funding sources dependent
on the 2020 census.

Market Facilitation Payments (MFP)

Local Involvement

“Navigable Waters Protection Rule”

Farm Bureau was instrumental in voicing farmer support for MFP
payments made available through the USDA to assist farmers with cash
flow needs and other challenges faced during this difficult growing season.

Ag Disaster Declaration

Farm Bureau applauded the Agricultural Disaster Declaration that was
announced for all 102 counties. This helped provide additional assistance
to farmers through the USDA assistance.
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Farm Bureau continues to represent
farmers at the local level. Locally,
we are active in zoning, utility,
infrastructure and drainage issues where
we share the farmer’s voice and monitor
these issues regularly. ►

“As a Farm Bureau director,
I believe that the best & most
influential voice we have as
farmers is when we stand together
on issues. Whether it be local,
state or national, when we speak
in unity, legislators listen.
Farm Bureau provides
opportunity for thousands of
voices to be heard on issues such
as Country of Origin Labeling
(COOL), Market Facilitation
Payment (MFP), climate change,
and wetlands policy, to name a
few. With many voices speaking
against us, we need American,
Illinois and DeKalb County Farm
Bureau more than ever.”
Ed Peterson, Kingston Farmer
& Farm Bureau Director

“The Farm Bureau organization
has many voices in agriculture.
It starts with the youth in support
of Ag in the Classroom, 4-H, and
Young Leaders. Farm Bureau
helps guide our youth in hopes
that someday they may pursue
a career in agriculture and be
connected to our organization.
They will discover that the Farm
Bureau works closely with so
many ag-related entities in our
community and has a voice there
too, especially pertaining to
county government.
Our voice for agriculture is
effective and for that we are
rewarded. Some members will
share their resources by giving
back to our Foundation. These
legacy gifts will in turn give back
to our youth. Farm Bureau is
the conduit of our family circle
and I’m proud to be part of this
organization.”

“There is power and strength in
numbers. By bringing farmers
together to speak with one voice
– rather than many individual
voices – our industry gains
volume and clarity. Whether it
is at the local, state or national
level we need a unified way to
effectively communicate and
persuade.
Just in the past year the
national and state Farm Bureau
organizations have helped bring
attention and effect change in
the areas of tariffs, trade, and
disaster support. And even at the
county level – our local Farm
Bureau continues to speak on
our behalf in matters of zoning,
environmental stewardship,
renewable energy and even the
very definition of what it means
to be a farm in 2020.”
Jamie Walter, DeKalb Farmer
& Farm Bureau Director ■

Berkeley Boehne, Shabbona
Farmer & Farm Bureau Director
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the
Deanne Frieders

Steering forward
“You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You can
steer yourself any direction you choose.” Dr. Seuss
Raise your hand if you’re a parent! If you are, I’m certain people have
told you, as they did me, that your kids will grow up faster than you could
even imagine.
Each time someone told me that I was deep in the trenches. Maybe
I was changing the millionth diaper, or enduring sleepless nights and
teething…dealing with toddler tantrum or helping someone navigate their
way through their first broken heart.
As we lived through all of those stages of life with our daughter, Ava, I
thought it would last forever.
But I’m here to tell you today, all those people who told me kids grow
up fast – well, they were spot on. Yes, Mom and Dad, you were right.
Because in my mind, I was just taking my sweet little girl to
kindergarten. And then helping her get ready for a middle school dance.
Now, she’s 16 and a junior in high school.
We’re dealing with a real life, “almost” grown up daughter.
Part of this stage in her life includes researching and visiting colleges
for her to attend after graduating high school.
Cue the college visits!
While the list of talents Ava possesses is vast, she’d like to focus on a
major in communications and is interested in agriculture, too.
So I did what any mom would do and put out an APB on my social
media. I asked my friends, “What can you do with a communications
degree in ag related industries?”
I was gratefully overwhelmed by the responses I received from friends
(and friends of friends) in the ag industry.
What I learned was that a career in agriculture doesn’t mean you’ll
necessarily be a farmer, an ag lender, or a seed dealer. While those are all
perfectly great careers, the reach of ag goes much further down the rows
than that.
With her degree in communications, she’ll be equipped to tell the story
of ag through a variety of platforms. And believe me, it’s a story that
needs to be told, again and again!
Of course, the first places that popped into my head were ag based
organizations like FFA, 4-H, Farm Bureau and the like.
And then are career opportunities at companies such as animal feed,
farm implement dealers, seed and chemical companies, and food brands.
The opportunities with a communication degree will also extend to
things like:
• Engaging with people through digital media with things like video
production, acting as a social media manager, creating and managing
websites, and building community.
6
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Deanne Frieders is a farm woman from
rural Waterman who raises four kids and a
dog, constantly cooks, blogs, and helps her
husband with the family grain farm.

• Sharing where food comes from

– you’d be amazed how many people

haven’t seen where the food started or
have questions based on scare tactics
in the media. Plus, families are always
looking for the best ways to feed their
families.
• Events promotion - developing ad
campaigns for trade shows, ag events and
organizations.
• Education outreach like Ag in the
Classroom, writing, blogging, journalism
and trade publications.
• Public work like grant writing, policy
development, fundraising and lobbying.
Those are just a few of the ways she
can apply her passion for agriculture with
communication studies.
Anyone who knows Ava knows she’s
a go-getter. Sure, I have some bias as her
mom but I think others would tend to
agree. Whatever she sets her sights on,
she’ll tackle it with intelligence, grace,
and capability.
I’m so excited to see what the future
has in store for her and to see the mark
she’ll make on the world. ■

SCHOLARSHIPS

Apply soon for Farm Bureau scholarships
For students who could use money for college
The DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation is accepting applications
for its Senior Scholarships. High
school seniors are eligible to apply.
The Foundation will grant 10
scholarships to deserving high school
seniors who will be attending a two
or four-year college, university or
vocational/technical school in the fall
of 2020.
To be eligible, a students’
immediate family must have been
a member in good standing of
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
continuously since Jan. 1, 2018.
Scholarship selection is based
on academics, leadership, and
community service. The scholarship
award is for a total of $1,200 for the
freshman year of college.
The application form can be
found at www.PlantALegacy.
org/scholarships. Complete the

application and submit online. A
high school transcript and academic
information is also required from

high school counselors.
The complete application is
due by Friday, March 20. ■

Barshinger Ag Scholarship for ICHS students
Applications are now available for the Joe Barshinger Memorial Scholarship.
This new scholarship was started by the Barshinger family in memory of
the late Joe Barshinger, a lifelong grain and livestock farmer who farmed in
Shabbona and Waterman. Joe was an avid supporter of youth and organizations
like FFA and 4-H.
The Joe Barshinger Memorial Scholarship is for graduating seniors from
Indian Creek High School. Applicant must also be a member of the FFA
Chapter or a 4-H Club.
One, $1,000 scholarship will be awarded to a deserving student who plans to
attend a community college, university or trade school and study agriculture.
The scholarship will be administered by the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation and will follow similar guidelines as other Foundation scholarships.
To qualify, applicants’ parents must be members of the Farm Bureau for two
years prior to applying (since Jan. 1, 2018).
Selection of the Joe Barshinger Scholarship recipient will be based on
academics (2.5+ GPA), school activities, leadership, and community service.
To apply go to: www.PlantALegacy.org/scholarships.
Scholarship deadline is Friday, March 20. ■

Foundation Scholarships

For students of DeKalb County Farm Bureau Members
For High School Seniors – Now Available
- Senior Scholarships
- Joe Barshinger Memorial Scholarship

For College Sophomores, Juniors & Seniors – Available in April
- Ag Discipline Scholarships
- DeKalb Ag Scholarship

For College Juniors & Seniors – Available in April
- Arden & Dorothy Baie Scholarships
- Robert Morley Science Scholarships
- Orville A. Olson Ag Scholarship

For Medical Students – Available in April
- Medical Scholarships
To apply go to: www.PlantALegacy.org/scholarships.

Looking for
ag/rural scholarships?
Here are some to consider:
Illinois Pork Producers –
Deadline March 2
www.ilpork.com/youth/scholarships
Compeer – Deadline March 16
www.compeer.com
CHS Elburn – Deadline March 27
https://dekalbcf.org/receive/
scholarship-application/
Midwest Dairy – Deadline March 15
https://www.midwestdairy.com/youngdairy-leaders/dairy-scholarships/
O’Brien-Vrba – Deadline April 15
https://scholarshipamerica.org/
scholarship/obrien-vrbascholarship-trust/
Illinois Farm Bureau Rural
Nurse Practitioner – Deadline May 1
www.rimsap.com ■
February 2020 CONNECTIONS
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FAMILY HEALTH

Make No Bones About It!
Bone broth is an economical and delicious way to add nutrition to
your everyday meals.

Stocks and broths are definitions used interchangeable in the home
kitchen. Commercially they are very different. Stocks are not seasoned –
they are meant to be neutral in flavor. Broths are seasoned so they taste
good on their own.
Simple broth or stock extracts the rich minerals and amino acids
available in the bones. They are rich in gelatin which is a wonderful
support to both the digestive system and skin health.
Good bone broth relies on roasting the bones before a very long simmer.
Roasting brings forward flavor as it pulls out a good amount of fat that
takes away the greasy film in the broth. The greasy film sometimes
creates an off flavor; the roasting creates a more complex flavor adding
deliciousness.
The addition of vinegar helps pull more minerals out of the bones.
Local beef farmers are a good source of bones from the meat they raise.
If possible, source a variety of bones including neck, knuckle and small
number of marrow bones to create the richest broth in nutrients and flavor.

Rachel Koroscik and Jo Cessna teach classes on
healthy eating, healthy cooking and healthy lifestyles
at the Leishman Center at Kishwaukee Hospital.

Bone Broth
3 – 5 pounds beef soup bones, any
assortment or chicken necks, backs,
bones or whole carcass
½ cup raw apple cider vinegar
2 onions, halved
3 carrots, broken into pieces
3 celery stalks, cut into pieces
5 bay leaves, cracked
4 smashed cloves garlic
2 tablespoons black peppercorns
1 bunch fresh flat-leaf parsley
Water - about 2 gallons, keep bones
submerged the entire cooking time
1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Arrange bones in a roasting pan in a single
layer and roast for 45 minutes. Chicken bones roast about 30 minutes as
they are smaller in density.
2. Transfer bones to a heavy stockpot.
3. Fill stockpot with water, add in the vinegar, onions, carrots, celery, bay leaves,
garlic and peppercorns. Allow the pot to sit at room temperature for an hour.
4. Bring the broth to a boil, cover, then reduce heat and simmer for 12- 18 hours.
5. Be sure the bones stay submerged.
6. Strain the solids from the stock by pouring through a mesh strainer or colander.
7. Discard the solids and pour broth into jars. Cover jars, date and label.
8. The fat that forms on the surface can be used for cooking if desired.
9. Refrigerate broth and use within one week. Freeze broth up to 6 months.
8
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Join us in the kitchen
for a class. Bring a friend
or make a new friend!
March 3
Lentil Love
10 a.m. - Noon
March 4
Seniors Connect and Cook
10 a.m. - Noon
March 10
5 Ingredients or Less:
The Mediterranean Diet Meals
10 - 11 a.m. or
March 24
6 - 8 p.m.
March 18
Kids Can Cook
4:30 – 6:30 p.m.
March 19
Eat to Beat Diabetes
10 - 11 a.m.
To register for classes:
www.Kish-calendar.nm.org
or call 815-748-8962 ■

FARM & FOOD
Everything you need to know about GMO labeling
In 2017 the government passed a national Genetically Modified Foods (GMO)
labeling law to have one uniform standard for labeling GMOs, also referred to as
BE (bioengineered).
On Dec. 20, 2019 the USDA released the official law, which they will
implement at the beginning of 2020 and require food companies to comply by
Jan. 1, 2022.

What does GMO labeling mean for you?

In the near future, you’ll start to see GMO/BE foods labeled in a variety of
ways. While companies aren’t required to use the GMO label until Jan. 1, 2022,
you might start seeing the new labels sooner. Many companies have already
started labeling their products and support this national labeling standard.
The rule states, “bioengineered food … shall not be treated as safer than, or not
as safe as, a non-bioengineered counterpart.” That’s because research has proven
that bioengineered foods are safe. These new food labels are simply informative
for the consumer, not indicative of safety or nutrition.

Research has proven
that bioengineered foods
are safe. These new
food labels are simply
informative for the
consumer, not indicative
of safety or nutrition.

What will GMO labels look like?

Once put into law, you will see three different labeling methods:
1. Text on food packaging (example: Partially produced with genetic
engineering)
2. A symbol that represents bioengineering
3. An electronic or digital link that can be scanned
Pictured here are the symbols the USDA will require for GMO labeling:
Smaller food manufacturers with limited resources may also choose to label
their GM foods using a telephone number that can provide additional information
or an internet URL.
The law requires labeling only on bioengineered foods intended for human
consumption that contain more than five percent GMO ingredients. Instances
where GMOs do not have to be labeled include:
• Foods derived from animals, such as eggs, meat and milk
• Refined ingredients like oils and sugars
• Food served in a restaurant
• Foods manufactured and sold by very small manufacturers (local shops, etc.)
• Any non-food products
While GMO labeling may be changing, the safety of our food isn’t. Just as
before, food labels should be a guide to make the right choice for you and your
family – not scare you into making a more expensive purchase. ■
Source: www.watchusgrow.org.
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Q: How do you keep pigs warm and well-cared
for in the winter?

A: Temperature-controlled buildings keep pigs

comfortable, warm and safe and allow us to monitor
their health and well-being with some extra steps
during harsh winter months.

Caring for animals has a different set of challenges that come
and go with each season in northern Illinois. Winter is certainly no
exception to the rule. During the winter months we are tasked with
keeping the animals warm in addition to providing them with food,
water, and a safe living space.
All of the hogs on our farm live in enclosed buildings – this is
the industry standard. Very few hogs are raised outside. When our
grandfathers raised pigs, most of it was done outside! Now hogs are
farrowed, bred artificially, gestated, and finished all indoors. This
allows for year-round production.
Believe it or not, we still have to worry about the pigs staying
warm in the winter when they live inside. Today, hog building
temperatures are regulated using a thermostat, not unlike the
thermostat in your home. The heating and cooling mechanisms are
just different. If the temperature of a barn drops below the pre-set,
desired temperature range, heaters or heat lamps will automatically
turn on. In the warm months, if the temperature gets too warm, fans
and/or sprinkler systems kick on.

Today, hog building temperatures are regulated using a
thermostat, not unlike the thermostat in your home. The
heating and cooling mechanisms are just different.
While many barns have heaters, some finishing barns rely on
the body heat of the animals to heat the building and fans/curtains/
windows for cooling purposes. When young pigs (smaller bodies
= less radiating body heat) are in these types of buildings, it can be
difficult to keep them warm enough during the harsh winter months.
We recently moved a group of young pigs to a finishing building
during a particularly cold snap of weather. To ensure these young
animals would be sufficiently warm in their new home, the windows
were covered with plastic to keep the harsh winds from entering
the building – much like some people do in their homes during the
winter. Straw was also spread throughout the pens to provide extra
bedding and insulation. Typically, there is not straw in pens because
it is too messy.
10
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The Hartmanns – Dan and Ashley – raise pigs and
grow corn and soybeans on their family farm. They
reside in Sycamore with their children Layla and
Oliver. Dan is a 4th generation farmer.

Keeping the pigs warm is not winter’s only
challenge in raising hogs. Activities outside of
the barn are equally important to the well-being
of the livestock. Feed for the animals is stored in
small bins near, and outside, of the barns. This
feed is transported to the appropriated animals
automatically using an auger system that runs
through tubing. The challenge here is that the
feed can freeze inside of these augers!
When the ground is icy, even delivering feed
to these storage bins can prove to be a difficult
task. Our tractors slide on ice no different than
your car. This can make backing a feed wagon...
at a diagonal…up an incline…a touch tricky.
Waterlines can also become problematic.
Many of the lines run along exterior walls of
buildings and when temperatures dip too low
outside, the water will freeze and burst the lines.
Not only does this create quite the mess, but it
has to be repaired very quickly to ensure the
animals constantly have access to fresh water.
Raising hogs throughout the winter certainly
comes with a set of challenges, but thanks to
temperature-controlled buildings and advancements in production technology, animals can be
kept warm and well fed, even during a “polar
vortex!” ■
Dan Hartmann

What is THAT?

It’s hard to drive through the
countryside and not notice when
there are large, round bales scattered
among fields and farms, but what
are they? Round bales are typically
crops such as alfalfa, grasses, wheat,

ROUND BALES

oats and corn. These crops are
compressed to make handling,
transport, and storage more
convenient.
A piece of farm machinery called
a baler is used to compact the crop

mechanically. Once
complete, round bales
can weigh more
than 1,000 lbs
and measure
around 5 feet in
circumference.
These finished bales
are wrapped with netting or a
plastic cover depending on its
intended use. Each baled crop
has a different usage.

Baled Cornstalks

The cut remains of cornstalks
left after the corn plant is
harvested can be used for cattle
bedding. Cornstalks are typically
only baled when there is a
shortage of straw.

Baled Hay
Baled Straw

Straw is often used for cattle and horse bedding
but can also be used as a feed component for cattle.
Straw is made from the hollow stems of wheat or oats.

Hay is used as livestock feed. It can vary from a dark green color
when freshly baled to a lighter green after time in storage. Hay
can either be a single plant species or a mixture of plants. Alfalfa,
clover, ryegrass, and timothy are commonly grown for hay. ■
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FARM COUNTRY

Where do they get those crop numbers?
State statistician will explain numbers for the benefit of farmers
When the USDA released crop
numbers last fall farmers were
perplexed. Numbers indicated that
Midwest corn harvest was complete
in late November, when in all
actuality some local farmers were
still chipping away at harvest in
December.
Farm Bureau promptly questioned
the crop numbers that were being
released by the USDA having
discussions with state statisticians.
In January, Illinois Farm Bureau
submitted a recommendation which
was approved by delegates attending
the national meeting asking for the
American Farm Bureau Board to
prioritize a deep dive into National
Agricultural Statistics Service
reporting.
To help local farmers understand
the reporting of crop numbers, the

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Young
Leaders is holding an informational
meeting with a presentation from
Illinois State Statistician Mark
Schleusener.
The Crop Reporting meeting is
scheduled for Thursday, Feb. 27
beginning at 6 p.m. at the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau.
Mark Schleusener is an Illinois
statistician for the USDA’s National
Agriculture Statistics Service
(NASS). Mark works with the NASS
to determine numbers for weekly
crop progress, acreage, yield and
production.
After completing his master’s
in statistics from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, Mark worked
with yield surveys in Washington,
D.C. before moving to Springfield
where he is now the state statistician
for Illinois.

Mark Schleusener, State Statistician
with the Department of Agriculture,
will explain crop reporting numbers
with area farmers on Feb. 27 at
Farm Bureau.

The meeting is open to all
interested farmers. No registration
is necessary. ■

AFBF adopts Illinois policies at annual meeting
American Farm Bureau Federation’s
(AFBF) 101st Annual Convention
in Austin, Texas, concluded with the
adoption of Illinois policy submittals
during delegate session.
Delegates adopted Illinois policy
regarding climate change, highoctane/low-carbon fuels and wetland
delineation, among others.
The climate change policy includes
provisions for science-based research
and incentivizing voluntary on-farm
energy improvements.
The amended fuels policy calls for
legislative and regulatory approval
of high-octane, low-carbon (HOLC)
fuels.
A new sodbuster and
swampbuster policy was adopted
calling for the USDA to provide
education and training to farmers,
12
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landowners and the public. This will
allow for better understanding of
wetland delineations, determinations
and appeals.
Other strongly debated policy
included Country of Origin
Labeling (COOL) and the Market
Facilitation Program (MFP).
Policy regarding the continuation
of MFP was heavily debated by
delegates from across the nation.
Questions surrounding what marks
the end of the trade war or when
the markets will come back were
proposed. Ultimately, delegates voted
to keep the continuation of MFP in
AFBF policy.
Additional policy changes included
the adoption of new hemp policy,
amended national dairy program
policy, and amended farm labor and

immigration policy.
Delegates also accepted a
recommendation submitted by
Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB),
asking for the AFBF Board to
prioritize a deep dive into National
Agricultural Statistics Service
reporting.
During elections, Zippy Duvall
and Scott VanderWal were rerelected to two-year terms as
AFBF president and vice president,
respectively.
More than 6,000 members across
the nation attended the AFBF
Annual Convention last month,
including 346 voting delegates.
Illinois was represented during the
delegate session by 20 delegates,
including Mark Tuttle, new IFB
director. ■

FARM COUNTRY

Farm Bureau wants you counted in Census
In mid-March, homes across
the country will begin receiving
invitations to complete the 2020
Census. Once the invitation arrives,
you should respond for your home in
one of three ways: online, by phone,
or by mail.

Think Summer.
Think Farm Safety Camp!
DeKalb County
Farm Bureau’s Farm Safety Camp
Wednesday, June 17
Jonamac Orchard, Malta
For rural children, 8-12 years old
For more information and to register:
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org/event/fsc.

Corn Crib Collection
Open House
Kirkland farmer Denny Rehn is
opening his corn crib so that others
can enjoy seeing his corn and other
farm collectibles.
His open houses are Saturdays,
Feb. 29 and March 21, 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. and Sunday, March 22,
1-3 p.m. There is no charge for
admittance.
Denny’s Corn Crib is located at
3822 Stone Quarry Rd., Belvidere,
which is a few miles south of
Belvidere. For additional information
call Denny at 815-751-4122. ■

Farm Bureau is working to ensure
the U.S. Decennial Census counts
each of its members.
“The results of the 2020 Census
will have a large impact on each and
every one of our members,” said
Kevin Semlow, Illinois Farm Bureau
director of state legislation.
Not only will census results
determine the makeup of the size and
number of congressional districts,
but is also is used for the distribution
of federal and state funds and grants,
drawing state legislative district
boundaries, and a host of other
important items.
Because the U.S. Census Bureau
is focusing on electronic completion,
especially through the internet,
some Farm Bureau members may be
challenged because they have limited
internet access, Semlow said.
County Farm Bureaus will serve as

a place where Farm Bureau members
and others in the local community
may receive direct help to complete
the census. At the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau, members may use
an iPad dedicated to filling out the
Census form electronically.
Farm Bureau encourages Farm
Bureau members to complete and
submit the census.
“The end goal of the campaign is
to ensure that each and every member
is counted during the 2020 Census,”
Semlow concluded. ■
Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

Rules for the Road truck meeting for farmers
Trucking regulations can be complicated, and farm exemptions compound
that problem. It seems everyone has a different answer to your question.
Farm Bureau is holding a series of regional meetings on trucking laws
specifically for farmers.
The northern Illinois meetings are March 5 at 10 a.m. at Tettens Grain, 1684
Nachusa Rd., Dixon or at the Will County Farm Bureau, 100 Manhattan Rd.,
Joliet at 6 p.m.
The two-hour meeting will introduce farmers to new rules, discuss the old
rules that still apply, and help figure out whether exemptions are available.
Throughout it all, farmers will have the chance to ask those farm trucking
questions that everyone has an opinion about, but no one can agree on an
answer.
Presenting the seminar
will be Kirby Wagner
who specializes in farm
transportation issues for
the Illinois Farm Bureau®.
Please call either the
Lee County Farm Bureau,
815-857-3531, or the Will
County Farm Bureau, 815727-4811, to reserve your
place at the Rules for the
Road meeting. ■
February 2020 CONNECTIONS
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PRIME TIMERS

Steppin’ Out with American Songbook Hits
Take a trip down memory lane.
Matt and Cynthia Gruel belt out the
hits of yester years with American
Songbook Hits including Steppin’
Out with My Baby, All of Me, I Got
Rhythm, It Don’t Mean A Thing and
It’s Only a Paper Moon, amongst
many others.
They will be performing for Farm
Bureau members on Monday, March
2 at 1 p.m. in the Farm Bureau Theater.
Prime Timers will enjoy this trip
down memory lane by vocalists and
accomplished performers Matt and
Cynthia Gruel. Each musical selection
is cleverly introduced with interesting
background facts about the many
composers and famous artists such
as Sinatra, Gershwin, Berlin and
Armstrong.

The husband and wife
team are owners of Nostalgia
Entertainment.
Matt is the business manager,
pianist and singer. He has
directed theater productions
and is a professional composer.
He has written and arranged
traditional and contemporary
music for a number of different
venues.
Cynthia is a singer, dancer
and actress. She has performed
on stage for various Chicagoland theaters. For over a
decade, she has played Trixie at
Matt and Cynthia Gruel will perform American
Chicago’s long-running Tommy Songbook Hits on March 2 at Farm Bureau.
Guns Dinner Theater.
Prior to the musical program,
Auditorium. Lunch fee is $7, payable
Prime Timers are welcome to enjoy
in advance by Feb. 25 at the Farm
lunch at 12-noon in the Farm Bureau
Bureau office. ■

A Tribute to George & Barbara Bush
George H. and Barbara Bush hold
the record for the longest married
presidential couple and also the
second couple to be parents of a U.S.
president.
Barbara Rinella presents “A Tribute
to George & Barbara Bush” for Farm
Bureau Prime Timers on Monday,
April 6 at 1 p.m.
Rinella brings the story of the
presidential Bush couple to life in this
dramatization based on books written
by the Bush’s grandchildren: “George
and Barbara Bush, A Great American
Love Story” by Ellie LeBlond Sosa
and Kelly Anne Chase and “Sisters

We have tickets!
“The Secret of My Success”
Wed., March 18
Paramount Theater, Aurora
Contact the Farm Bureau office,
815-756-6361.
14
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First, Stories from Our Wild and
Wonderful Life” by Jenna Bush
Hager and Barbara Pierce Bush.
Admiration and true love are
presented in these books by their
granddaughters who learned powerful
life lessons from their astounding
grandmother they called “The
Enforcer” and “Gampy” who was
the “brightest of a thousand points of
light.”
Rinella first dramatized the book
“Barbara Bush: A Memoir” in
1994 and was thanked personally
by Barbara, the author. So Rinella
couldn’t resist the opportunity to
create this program to give special
tribute to the Bushes, true American
heroes, while bringing literature to
life.
Rinella has a unique business
giving one woman shows dramatizing
current literature. She calls her witty,
first person renditions “academic
entertainment.” Previously she was a
teacher, editor and researcher.

Barbara Rinella brings literature to
life by paying tribute to the Bushes
on April 6 at Farm Bureau.

Farm Bureau members are welcome
to attend this entertaining program in
the Farm Bureau Theater. Prior to the
program, the monthly Prime Timers
lunch will be held at 12-Noon in the
auditorium. Lunch fee is $7, payable
by March 31 at the Farm Bureau
office. ■

TRIPS

Register soon for Amish Country Traditions tour
Take a buggy ride and visit a farm and
so much more in Amish country.
See Indiana and Ohio Amish country
in a spring tour with DeKalb County
Farm Bureau and American Classic
Tours, May 19-23.
After a long winter, the countryside
comes alive as the Amish tend their
colorful spring flower gardens and
prepare their fields for planting.
Meander the country backroads on
a guided tour to see the neat Amish
farmsteads, country schools, Amish
folk in plain dress and black buggies.
Savor a homemade meal in an Amish
farm home.
Shopping stops will feature Amish
cheese, bakery, noodles, jams and
jellies, quilts and more.
Begin in Indiana for the famous
Shipshewana Flea Market followed
by lodging, dinner and show at the
charming Blue Gate Inn.
Next arrive amidst the hills and
valleys of scenic Holmes County,
Ohio – one of the largest Amish
communities in the world. Relax at
the Victorian-themed Carlisle Village
Inn for a comfortable two-night stay in
Walnut Creek, Ohio.

Visit Wendall August Forge where
craftsmen create impressive pewter
goods. Then ride in an Amish buggy
on Yoder’s 100-acre farm. Close the
day with an evening show at Ohio Star
Theater. Step back in time at Sauder
Village with a night’s stay at Heritage
Inn and an old-fashioned hymn sing
in the historic country church in
Archibold, Ohio.
En route home, Das Dutchman
Essenhaus of Middlebury, Indiana will
serve up a delicious lunch followed by
a show at the Heritage Theater.
For a more detailed itinerary and to

register visit the Farm Bureau office.
Cost is $1,498 per person double
occupancy, $1,729 single occupancy.
Cost includes four nights hotel
accommodations, nine meals,
attractions, tours, luggage handling,
taxes and gratuities, motor coach, and
a professional tour director. A deposit
of $600 is due with reservation.
Members will be picked up
and returned to DeKalb County
Farm Bureau via motor coach
transportation.
Deadline to register for this tour is
March 31. ■

Come along to The Fireside for “A Mighty Fortress”
Don’t miss this special showing of
another Church Basement Ladies!
Farm Bureau is headed to The
Fireside in Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin
to see “A Mighty Fortress” on
Thursday, May 14.
In this installment of Church
Basement Ladies it’s 1960 and a
reformation is underway. Through
it all, Beverly, Mrs. Snustad, Mavis,
Karin and Pastor are “bulwarks
never failing” standing strong in
their faith and friendships with crazy
antics, great songs, and more lessons
reluctantly learned.
Farm Bureau has reserved seats in
the main floor of the theater. Before

the show, Farm Bureau members will
enjoy Fireside’s spectacular lunch in
the dining room.
Cost of this day trip is $100 for
members, $110 for guests.
Registration for this trip opens
Monday, March 2 beginning at 8 a.m.
at the Farm Bureau office. Stop by or
call 815-756-6361 for reservations
with credit card or personal check.
Remaining seats will be sold at the
Prime Timers luncheon the same day
and thereafter at the Farm Bureau
office.
On May 14, the motorcoach will
depart from Farm Bureau at 9 a.m.
and return by 6 p.m.

This trip is being sponsored by the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Prime
Timers Committee. ■
February 2020 CONNECTIONS
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AG LITERACY

Helping Hands

Volunteers gather to prepare for Ag in the Classroom.
Presenting over 100 Ag in the Classroom (AITC) lessons takes a lot of
preparation, time, and helping hands.
Every February, DeKalb County 1st-4th grade students can experience
agriculture-themed presentations given by local farmers and agribusiness
professionals. But before the lessons come to life within the classroom,
hundreds of materials must be organized and dozens of volunteers trained.

Ag Literacy Committee has their hands full.

The Ag Literacy Committee gathers in January for an evening of AITC
material preparation. They count cups, measure sugar, collate papers and
so much more. Doing this work ahead of time ensures that busy classroom
volunteers can focus more on the lessons and less on gathering resources.
This year, committee members spent several hours organizing supplies.

Volunteers try their hand at presenting.

Practice makes perfect. Training is a key component in equipping
Hands-on learning is a key feature of the Ag
volunteers to deliver their presentations. In January, volunteers attend
in the Classroom presentations. Brooklyn
an annual training event for AITC presenters. The workshop covers all
Botterman with Genoa-Kingston FFA shows
four grade level lessons including some of the trickier hands-on features
the corn and soybean seeds planted during the
like dissecting corn kernels and making ice cream. Over 25 volunteers
AITC training night.
from a variety of backgrounds including FFA students, farmers, and crop
specialists gathered for the training event this year.
After the Ag Literacy Committee prepares supplies and the
volunteers are trained, presentations are ready. With the help of these
generous volunteers, Ag in the Classroom presentations are in good
hands. ■

Ash Taff and Carter Lee with Hiawatha FFA
experience making ice cream first-hand
during the AITC training event for volunteers.
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Each Ag in the Classroom presentation requires items like cups, seeds, and
bags. Here, Ag Literacy Committee members (clockwise from left) Jolene
Ward, Eric Lawler, Dean Johnson, and Joe Bybee give a hand to prepare
supplies during a meeting in January.
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Growing Knowledge of Agriculture in the Classroom
Teaching:
School: Indian Creek Elementary

Ms. Joann Pardridge

Grade: 4
Subjects: All
Number of years teaching: 33
Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy Connection: I have participated in Ag in the Classroom
presentations, attended the Summer Ag Institute at Farm Bureau, and I am the Ag Literacy
Ambassador for Indian Creek Elementary.
What is your favorite unit to teach? I love to teach “Pioneers”, an Oregon Trail
simulation. I also enjoy teaching many lessons that have been shared with me from the
Summer Ag Institute and from Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy resources.
What do you enjoy most about teaching? I enjoy seeing my students get excited about
learning.
What is something unique you do in your classroom? Each year students perform a play
for grandparents called “Historical Hysteria”! Famous Americans from the past come alive
and talk about their achievements.
Why is it important for students to learn about food and farming? Students need to
know where their food comes from and develop a greater appreciation for the effort and
hard work that goes into producing agricultural products.
How do you inspire students? I use a variety of teaching activities to motivate students
such as integrating technology into lessons.

Personal:
Hometown: Shabbona
College/Degree(s): Bachelor of Science in
Elementary Education from NIU
What did you want to be when you grew
up? I’ve always thought I wanted to become
a teacher because my mom was a teacher.
During my student teaching experience
it became clear that teaching was my
passion.

Favorites:
Hobbies: Spending time with family and
friends, traveling, sewing, crafting, and
crocheting.
Book: “A Wrinkle in Time” by
Madeleine L’Engle
Sports teams: The Chicago Cubs and the
Indian Creek Timberwolves
Travel destinations: Most of the United
States, France, England, Scotland, and
Ireland ■
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Local crop specialist opens new office
later he became a
crop specialist.
Don was in the
Don Young feels right at home in
inaugural group
his new office at the DeKalb County
of crop specialists
Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture.
for the company
He relocated to the Farm Bureau
beginning in 1999.
building the first of the year.
He and 30 other crop
“Being here allows me to be where
specialists throughout
farmers come to do business,” said
the state concentrate
Don. “It also is convenient for me
on crop policies
and my customers being in close
and interface with
proximity to the Farm Service
local COUNTRY
Agency office.”
insurance agents to
accommodate clients.
“I’m pleased to be here and
His farm customer
base of nearly 200 is
bring a COUNTRY presence
mainly located in the COUNTRY Crop Specialist Don Young and his assistant Elayne
to the building.”
Young welcome farmers to stop by his office in the Farm
northeastern part of
Bureau Center for Agriculture. He is currently getting policies
the state.
in place with the crucial crop insurance deadline of March 15.
Don, a crop specialist for
Assisting him at
COUNTRY Financial, provides
his new office in
federal crop insurance policies
the Center for Agriculture is his
other farmers, he is happy to see
for area farmers. He specializes in
daughter Elayne, who is working on
the 2019 farm year in his rear view
writing policies to protect crops
her master’s degree in public health.
mirror. It was a double whammy for
from loss of yield or revenue from
Other family members include his
him making his own decisions about
weather-related disasters like drought
wife, Beth, chief operating officer at
crops and coverage and then helping
and floods, wind and hail.
Rock Valley College, and daughter,
others navigate their way through the
“I started working in an agent’s
Abby, a senior at Rosary High School
“perfect storm.”
office as an assistant and helped with
in Aurora. The Youngs reside in
Don is no stranger to Farm Bureau.
crop insurance,” explained Don.
DeKalb.
He has served on the county Farm
“Being a farmer, it was a good fit
Don farms in eastern DeKalb
Bureau board, was chairman of the
since I knew the products and could
County and western Kane County
state Farm Bureau Young Leaders,
assist other farmers.” A few years
growing corn and soybeans. Like
and currently is vice president of
the Conserv FS board, an affiliated
company of DeKalb County Farm
Bureau.
The 2019 Farm Year to Forget
“I’m pleased to be here and
While farmers are ready to forget the turmoil of last year, FBFM has the
bring a COUNTRY presence to the
numbers to show farm outcomes.
building,” said Don. He is currently
Newport will present an ag year in review at the Farm Business Farm
busy getting policies in place for this
Management (FBFM) Analysis Meeting on Wednesday, March 18 at the
year with the crucial crop insurance
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
deadline of March 15.
The FBFM specialist will offer his analysis of 2019 farm data for FBFM
Don’s office is open Monday
cooperators, including corn and soybean yields and farm earnings. He will
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
also provide cooperators with individual comparative analysis with the
but appointments are recommended.
distribution of handouts.
He can be reached at these phone
The FBFM meeting begins at 10 a.m. in the Farm Bureau Theater.
numbers: work - 630-365-2913 or
Lunch will be provided at noon. For lunch reservations, contact Newport
cell - 630-514-8322.
at Newport@fbfm.org.
COUNTRY Financial is an
The FBFM meeting is open to all interested persons. ■
affiliated company of Farm Bureau. ■

Farm Bureau welcomes Don Young
to the Center for Agriculture.
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Start your home project checklist
It’s February. But before you know it,
spring is just around the corner.
Spring is the season known for
rebirth, renewal, and regrowth.
It’s often the time of year that
homeowners begin looking for some
rejuvenation beyond the typical grass
and flowers at home.
Many look forward to spring to
begin checking off their home project
or cleaning list that has had a growth
spurt of its own over the winter
months. If a project or remodel is on
your list, here are some helpful tips:
1. Follow your budget
Set your budget before you begin
and stick to it! Overspending by
$100 here and $250 there can break
the bank quickly. If you happen
to overspend in one area, try to
underspend in another. Consider
keeping track of those shortages and
overages because they can get out of
hand quickly.
2. Don’t overbuild for your
neighborhood
If you buy a $100,000 house and
put $100,000 into it, you now have
a $200,000 house in a $100,000

neighborhood. When
you go to sell, you
may not get a bang for
your buck (and hard
work).
3. When to DIY,
and when not to
Doing it yourself
is easy! All you need
is a hammer and a
YouTube video, right? Wrong.
Sometimes it’s best to leave the DIY
to a professional to move that wall
or update the electrical wiring.
4. Hire legit contractors
Speaking of which, a reliable
contractor is crucial in a successful
home renovation. Call their
references and read online reviews
to ensure you hire a good one. Also,
you’ll be spending long days and
making lots of decisions with them,
so make sure you get along well.
Home renovations can be stressful
and overwhelming, but it doesn’t
have to be! Just start with simple
steps.
As you get your spring project or
cleaning list underway, it’s also a
great time to take a home inventory

and even capture your home and
belongings on video.
To follow up on your inventory
list and video, meet with your
insurance agent to help make sure
you have the appropriate coverages
in place (including any potential new
discounts that may be available),
especially if any major changes to the
structure are being completed. What
began as a source of rejuvenation can
also be the seed for regrowth should
the unthinkable ever happen to you
and your family.

Home insurance policies issued
by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance
Company®, COUNTRY Casualty
Insurance Company®, and COUNTRY
Preferred Insurance Company®,
Bloomington, Illinois. ■

www.countryfinancial.com
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A glimpse of local history

The Greeley Farm
The Greeley Farm on Duffy Road in Clinton Township
was once one of the most beautiful farms in the county.
In 1912 Frank Greeley had one of the few alfalfa fields
that had withstood an extremely severe winter the previous
year. It was said that it had been the most severe winter in
20 years.
Mr. Greeley was known as a “scientific farmer,” for
A 1920 Plat map of Clinton Township shows the location of
the Frank Greeley Farm.
his higher education training, and had properly seeded
his alfalfa field with a new technique. Because of this,
the Greeley Farm was chosen to host a DeKalb County Soil Improvement
After inspecting the 20-acre field,
Association meeting. The association had invited two popular speakers for
the group gathered on the front lawn
the event along with their own “soil doctor” William Eckhardt, the first farm
at the Greeley house to hear the guest
adviser in the county.
speakers. William Eckhardt presided
Another reason the meeting was held at the Greeley Farm was to show
over the meeting and spoke about
farmers some points about the soil, things that are necessary to plant life into the
the local farm conditions. Professor
soil such as carbon, nitrogen and phosphorus, and the proper method of growing
C. G. Hopkins of the Agricultural
an alfalfa crop. What better way to show this than to see it in the field?
Experiment station at Urbana,
Alfalfa is cut approximately every 28 days, giving up to four cuttings a
Illinois, spoke on the subject “Soil
season. Mr. Greeley was on his third cutting at the time of the meeting in
Fertility and Permanent Agriculture.”
September while other farmers were on their first cutting. Greeley had made
The Honorable A. P. Grout of
agricultural history in the county with his yields and knew greater things were
Winchester, Illinois, president of the
imminent.
Illinois Alfalfa Grower’s Association
spoke on alfalfa.
A crowd estimated at 300 was made
up of farmers, local newspaper men,
representatives from newspapers to
the east and landowners.
The speakers emphasized how
farmers could raise a crop and
leave the ground richer at the end
of the season than when they had
planted the crop. DeKalb County’s
agricultural prowess and the work
that William Eckhardt was doing
became known throughout the nation
from the publicity gained that day. ■

At the Frank Greeley Farm on Duffy Road in rural Waterman over 300 people attended a
Soil Improvement Association meeting on Sept. 29, 1912. Farm Adviser William Eckhardt
spoke about the urgency to improve the soil and raise better crops.
20
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Information provided by the Joiner
History Room, DeKalb County
Archives

Going to Farm Meetings

Studebakers, Reo’s, Overlands, Ramblers and Fords – old-time cars are lined up in fields. Farmers drove to farms to
watch field demonstrations and learn more about raising better crops in the early 1900s. They also attended Farmers’
Institutes whereby they heard experts talk about improving soil conditions with natural fertilizers to boost crop yields.

Chevy, GMC, Dodge, and Ford pickup trucks fill the Farm Bureau parking lots when farmers come for farm meetings.
Winter meetings are well attended – a time when farmers aren’t in the fields growing crops. This month farmers
attended meetings for pesticide and livestock certification, hemp production, and crop reporting at the Farm Bureau
Center for Agriculture. ■
February 2020 CONNECTIONS
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“The greateast leader is not necessarily
the one who does the greatest things.
He is the one that gets the people to do
the greatest things.”
Ronald Reagan

DeKalb County Farm
Bureau has had some
great leaders – from
the early beginnings of
the Soil Improvement
Association to the present
day Farm Bureau.
In our 108-year history,
15 presidents have
exercised their leadership
with the support of boards
of directors and staff to
propel the county Farm
Bureau forward.
We owe much gratitude
to these presidential
leaders who served our
Farm Bureau under
varied circumstances
and changing economic
times. As leaders they
brought people together to
grow Farm Bureau into a
premier farm organization.
In 1973, a Hall of
Presidents was created at
the Farm Bureau Building
at North Sixth Street,
DeKalb. In the newly
remodeled building,
presidential portraits lined
Vince Faivre, Mark Tuttle and Paul Rasmussen admire the portrait of Farm Bureau’s founding
the lobby corridor – then
father Henry H. Parke at the Center for Agriculture.
featuring 10 presidents.
When the new DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture was constructed in 1996, the portraits were
relocated to a new Hall of Presidents, off the lobby and outside the walls of the Farm Bureau office. The new hallway
showcased 12 presidents then. Now the Hall of Presidents is up to date with all 15 presidents.
We share the pride in our Farm Bureau presidents by featuring each one and some of their accomplishments in this
special edition during our country’s presidential month. ►
Opposite page: Portraits of Farm Bureau’s 15 presidents are prominently
showcased in the Hall of Presidents in the Farm Bureau Building.
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Dillon S. Brown: A Leader in the Farm Advisor Movement
Dillon Sydney Brown was a well-educated farm boy who became a
veterinarian, a prominent banker and active Farm Bureau leader.
Dillon and his brother Charles established the Brown & Brown bank in Genoa
in 1882, which later became the Genoa Exchange State Bank. Dillon, president
of the bank, was known as Banker Brown, “the friend of the farmer.” He spent
43 years in banking. He also was active in the community on the village board,
the school board and the county board.
The farmer-banker recognized the urgency to improve soils and hire a farm
advisor to help farmers produce better crops. He solicited financial support from
bankers around the county and convinced 20 bankers to commit $100 each for
three years to support the salary of a farm advisor.

Dillon S. Brown, 1852-1931

Farm Bureau President, 1912-1923
Genoa Township
Farm Bureau Director, 1912-1923
Distinctions: First Farm Bureau President,
Veterinarian, Banker, Leader in farm advisor
movement, Charter member of Farm Bureau
Education: Genoa & Sycamore Schools,
Illinois Industrial University (University
of Illinois), Champaign, 1875; McGill
Veterinary College, Montreal, Canada, 1877

Dillon Brown (third from right) is shown with young associates in front of the DeKalb
County Soil Improvement Association’s North Third Street office, DeKalb, c. 1915.

Dillon and his farmer friend Henry Parke were the most influential leaders
behind the beginning of the farm advisor movement. William Eckhardt, a
University of Illinois soil scientist and teacher, was hired to be the county’s first
farm advisor.
Locally, Dillon helped unify groups into one organization – the DeKalb
County Soil Improvement Association – comprised of farmers, bankers, and
newspapermen. Minutes note: “It was moved by Brown that the combined
associations of the DeKalb County Farmers’ Institute, the DeKalb County
Newspapermen’s Association and the DeKalb County Banker’s Association be
incorporated as the DeKalb County Soil Improvement Association.” Jan. 20,
1912.
At the May 1912 meeting of the Soil Improvement Association, Dillon was
elected as the organization’s first president. Dillion had the foresight to see
the many advantages of the farm advisor movement as he guided the local
organization in its early years. To this day, he is revered as one of the big three
of noble pioneers in Farm Bureau – Dillon Brown, Henry Parke, and William
Eckhardt. ►
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“I think about the legacy of all of these
presidents – where they started and what
they envisioned. I wonder what they would
think now about our Farm Bureau.”
Nayna Peterson, Genoa, is a great-great
niece of Dillon Brown.

Henry H. Parke: Founding Father of Farm Bureau
Henry Hall Parke was the most influential spokesman and leading figure in
the Farm Bureau movement.
He earned the title of Founding Father of Farm Bureau, largely responsible for
a series of events that culminated in the formation of the DeKalb County Soil
Improvement Association in 1912, the forerunner of the county Farm Bureau.
In the early days of the Farm Bureau, Henry advocated for a farm advisor to
teach farmers how to improve their soils and grow better crops. The collegetrained biologist understood the value of hiring a soil scientist. He met with
farmers, bankers and newspaper editors to promote the formation of a united
farm organization.

Henry H. Parke, 1876-1957

Farm Bureau President, 1923-1924
Sycamore Township
Farm Bureau Director, 1912-1926
Distinctions: Founding Father of Farm
Bureau, Second Farm Bureau President,
Farmer, Biologist, Charter member of Farm
Bureau, Illinois Assistant Secretary of
Agriculture, 1917-1921

Young farmer and biologist Henry H. Parke experimented with crops and soil fertility
to improve the yields on his farm near Genoa. Here he is shown with samples of
sweet red clover, c. 1915.

Henry said: “We have a great cause to work for, that of making DeKalb
County the banner county in the state. Let us pull together the editor, the banker
and the farmer and secure for DeKalb County that prize which surely will
reward us with better farmers, larger yields, higher land values, better roads,
better schools, better industrial conditions, and a higher standard of living.”
Feb. 9, 1912
Henry was the organization’s acting chairman from Jan. 5 until May 11, 1912
when officers were elected. He held the offices of secretary-treasurer from 1912
to 1922, and vice president from 1922 to 1923. He was Farm Bureau’s second
president for one year, from 1923 to 1924, and then vice president from 1924 to
1926.
In those early days of Farm Bureau, Henry’s words resonated with people
who remember his firm leadership and affection for the farm organization. The
Farm Bureau called him the “Grand Old Man of Agriculture.” He admonished
farmers to join Farm Bureau.
In his persistence to convince others to be supportive of this new organization,
he said: “Your bread and butter comes from the farmer. He feeds the world, the
laborer, the merchant and the millionaire. When he fails, we all fail.” June 4,
1912
Henry was honored by the American Farm Bureau in 1952 and appeared on
the cover of Prairie Farmer magazine in 1957 as the Founding Father of Farm
Bureau. He was instrumental in the formation of the county, state and national
Farm Bureaus. ►

Education: Parke one-room country school,
Sycamore schools; University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor, Michigan, LLB, 1898, MS,
Biology, 1900; numerous farmer short
courses at various universities

“As a biologist and farmer, Henry
championed fertilizers, crop rotations and
the hybridization of corn at the turn of the
century. I’m very proud of him as a leader
in agriculture and agribusiness.”
Bill Parke, Wilmette, is a grandson of
Henry H. Parke.
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Henry J. White: Illinois State Representative
Henry J. White, Somonauk farmer, was the only DeKalb County Farm
Bureau president to serve in the state legislature. He served for 10 years in the
Illinois House of Representatives, from 1937 to 1947, after having been Farm
Bureau’s third president.
During his Farm Bureau presidency, the organization changed its name
from the DeKalb County Soil Improvement Association to DeKalb County
Farm Bureau in 1926. As demand for services from Farm Bureau grew and
its offerings became more diverse, it undertook a series of new initiatives to
complement its traditional education functions.

Henry J. White, 1887-1974
Farm Bureau President, 1924-1928
Somonauk Township
Farm Bureau Director, 1923-1932

For Farm Bureau’s 50th Anniversary, former presidents/staff judged entries for the
anniversary theme contest. Shown are past presidents Henry White and L.D. Sears and
livestock specialist Lee Mosher in 1962.

The mid-to-late 1920s were busy times for the growing Farm Bureau
organization. Cooperative livestock marketing associations were established to
help with shipping livestock. Farm accounting and recordkeeping services were
offered. Insurance coverage from the IAA company was welcomed for farms
and automobiles.
Another major business venture for Farm Bureau during the mid-1920s was
oil and petroleum products. The DeKalb County Agricultural Association, the
business arm of Farm Bureau, handled oil in addition to seed. Eventually the oil
products would be handled by another company, Farm Supply in 1928.
Under Henry’s leadership, the farm advisor, Tom Roberts, began
experimenting with hybrid seed corn, along with Charlie Gunn.
Henry was a livestock breeder who showed livestock and was involved in
county and state fairs. He was a director of the Sandwich Fair Association for
25 years and president, 1947-1961.
Henry’s interest in livestock persevered as he served as superintendent of beef
cattle at the International Livestock Exposition in Chicago in 1941. In 1942
he was assistant superintendent of the calf division of the 4-H Exposition in
Chicago. He was assistant superintendent of the swine department at the Illinois
State Fair and then in 1949 was appointed by Governor Adlai Stevenson as
business administrator of the State Fair.
In the community, he was vice president of the Waterman State Bank, 19321936, and later served as a director of the Farmers State Bank of Somonauk. ►
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Distinctions: Third Farm Bureau
President, Illinois State Representative,
1937-1947, Illinois State Fair Business
Administrator, 1949, Livestock Farmer,
Charter member of Farm Bureau,
Sandwich Fair President
Education: Somonauk schools

“When I was younger, I remember Uncle
Henry’s 4th of July parties on their farm
at the edge of Somonauk. He had some
great fireworks!”
Barb White Lynch, DeKalb, is a niece of
Henry White.

Aaron J. Plapp: Three Generations of Directors
Aaron John (A.J.) Plapp was the first of three generations to serve as a
director of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. The Plapp family leadership spans
about 40 years with Farm Bureau.
A.J. was on the original DeKalb County Soil Improvement Association Board
(forerunner to Farm Bureau) and served the farm organization for 24 years,
from 1912 to 1936. He was elected as DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s fourth
president in 1928.

Aaron J. Plapp, 1866-1953

Farm Bureau President, 1928-1931
Malta Township
Farm Bureau Director, 1912-1936
Distinctions: Fourth Farm Bureau
President, Charter Member of Farm
Bureau, on Original Farm Bureau
Board of Directors in 1912, Farmer

Aaron (A.J.) Plapp (far right) is pictured in front of the “Old North School” building on
North Fifth Street, DeKalb, with farmer associates in 1920. This was the second office
of Farm Bureau and the DeKalb Agricultural Association.

A.J.’s grandson, Edgar, was a Farm Bureau director from 1961 to 1968 and
his great-grandson, Adrian, served on the Farm Bureau Board from 2007 to
2016.
A.J. was in Farm Bureau leadership when Rus Rasmussen was hired as
farm advisor, after Tom Roberts. The Malta farmer had a friendly relationship
with Tom Roberts, who resigned as farm advisor to spearhead the DeKalb
Agricultural Association. A.J. served on the DeKalb Ag Board for many years
and owned DeKalb Ag stock.
Under his leadership, the Farm Bureau organization was tested during
the Depression. The Farm Bureau affiliated DeKalb County National Farm
Loan Association loaned more than $6 million on some 500 farms to help
save the farms from foreclosure. Farmland values dropped and Farm Bureau
membership declined. Farm Bureau began to cut services and reduce staff but
maintained many of its core educational components in the early 1930s.
Near the end of A.J.’s presidency, his son, William, was appointed to be one
of the original board members of the DeKalb County Locker plant, owned by
Farm Bureau. The plant provided cold-storage lockers to store meat, a popular
service since many farmsteads didn’t have refrigerators or freezers in the 1930s.
A.J. purchased his 160-acre farm in 1895 in Malta Township, where his
great-grandson Myron currently lives. A.J. raised hogs, beef cattle and leghorn
chickens. He farmed with his son, William, with a team of horses at first and
then Waterloo Boy and Farmall tractors.
Today, A.J.’s grandson, Elvin, and great-grandsons, Adrian and Myron, continue
to farm in rural Malta, including part of the farm that A.J. once farmed. ►

Education: Pierce township school

“Every year we went to Farm Bureau’s
picnic at Sycamore Park. I also remember
the annual meetings and the 25th
Anniversary celebration where my
grandfather, Aaron, was honored as one
of the original Farm Bureau directors.”
Elvin Plapp, Malta,
is a grandson of A.J. Plapp.
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Lucius D. Sears: Education & Community Service minded
Lucius Daniel (L.D.) Sears was an educated man who used his talents to
teach others and had a genuine drive to give back to his community.
L.D. was a native of North Adams, Michigan having grown up on the family
farm. He taught in one-room country schools to earn money to go to college at
Michigan Agricultural Collage (Michigan State). He also taught high school
agriculture in Michigan schools.
In the early 1920s he moved with his family to Sycamore to farm his wife
Bessie Roger’s family farm. Located south of town on Barber Greene Road, the
farm’s biggest changes were modern conveniences of rural electrification and
indoor plumbing.

Lucius D. Sears, 1890-1972

Farm Bureau President, 1931-1933
Cortland Township
Farm Bureau Director, 1928-1934
Distinctions: Fifth Farm Bureau President,
Teacher, Farmer, Army Air Corps in World
War II, Kishwaukee Service Company
President
Education: North Adams, Michigan
schools; Hillsdale College, Hillsdale,
Michigan, 1910; Michigan State
University, East Lansing, Michigan, B.S.
agriculture,1916

At the 50th Anniversary of Farm Bureau, past presidents were recognized in 1962. They
are (from left) Henry White, L.D. Sears, E.E. Houghtby and George Bark.

L.D. milked cows by hand at first and then had milking units for his 60 cows.
They raised cows, chickens and crops on the Rogers farm for 30 years.
Community service was important to L.D. who was active in Farm Bureau
and on the boards of several ag-related companies.
L.D. was elected as the fifth president of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau in
1931. A few years later at a past presidents banquet he wrote this letter to Farm
Bureau: “There are certain events in a man’s life that stand out as high spots. To
me the Presidents Banquet of the Farm Bureau was one of those events. While I
was president of the Farm Bureau, I did not consider that I was doing anything
more than anyone else would have done – the best he knew how under all the
varied circumstances.” May 1939
L.D. was president of Kishwaukee Service Company (forerunner to Northern
FS), an affiliate of Farm Bureau, and the Pure Milk Association. He also was a
director of the Farmers Grain & Lumber Company.
After retirement from actively farming, L.D. kept busy with income tax
work and farm supervision. Additionally, he was involved in church work as a
50-year member of the Federated Church in Sycamore and in the community as
a 50-year member of the American Legion Post 99. ►
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“Grandpa passed on the importance of
education and duty. He felt we should give
back with service to the community.”
Geneve Brink Harris, Rockford, is a
granddaughter of L.D. Sears.

E.E. Houghtby: County & State Farm Bureau Leader
Edward Emory (E.E.) Houghtby dedicated 24 years to the Farm Bureau
organization serving in county and state leadership roles.
He was a Shabbona township director and the sixth president of the county
Farm Bureau. During his county Farm Bureau presidency, he also served on the
board of the Illinois Farm Bureau. He was the first president of DeKalb County
Farm Bureau to be elected to the state board.
While E.E. served as county Farm Bureau president, the DeKalb County
Agricultural Association had its first successful year of hybrid seed corn in
1935. Rural Youth and the Sports Festival offered social activities for members
in 1936. Farm Bureau started the DeKalb County Locker Service for cold
storage of meat in 1937.

Edward Emory
(E.E.) Houghtby, 1893-1973

Farm Bureau President, 1933-1946
Shabbona Township
Farm Bureau Director, 1931-1946
Distinctions: Sixth Farm Bureau President,
Illinois Farm Bureau Director, 1934-1943,
Teacher, Farmer, Farm Bureau Building
Committee Chairman
Education: Shabbona schools,
Northern Illinois State Teacher’s
College (NIU)
(From left) President Franklin D. Roosevelt lauded DeKalb County for their war effort of
growing hemp. E.E. Houghtby managed the Shabbona Hemp mill during World War II.

After stepping down from the Farm Bureau presidency, E.E. was appointed
chairman of the county Farm Bureau Building Committee to assist with the
building and construction of the new building, the third location for Farm
Bureau offices. Construction began in 1950 and was completed in 1951 at the
Sixth Street location in DeKalb.
E.E. said: “We are determined that this building should stand for
generations as a great memorial not only to the pioneering work of our
forefathers but as a fitting reward for the unselfish service which has been
rendered by DeKalb County leaders in the Farm Bureau organization from its
beginning in 1912 until the present time.”
The Shabbona farmer also assisted with the call by the government to
grow hemp during World War II. He managed the Shabbona hemp mill from
1943 to 1946 working with 258 growers in the central to southern part of the
county. It was one of three mills in the county setup to handle 12,000 acres of
hemp grown in the county.
In his younger years, E.E. was a math teacher after having graduated from
Northern Illinois State Teacher’s College (NIU). Then his interests turned to
farming and organized agriculture. Outside of Farm Bureau, he was a charter
member of the Chicago Agricultural Club, treasurer of the Chicago Pure Milk
Association and chairman of Dairy Marketing for Illinois. ►

“My grandad was a strong, but kind
leader. He showed his grandchildren a
solid work ethic along with love for his
fellow human beings. The four of us have
continued those traits in his honor.”
Lorri Estes Lynch, San Diego, is a
granddaughter of E.E. Houghtby.
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George Bark: Committed to Farm Bureau
George Bark’s family will tell you that during George’s lifetime “his life

revolved around Farm Bureau.” His son, Wayne, remembers working on the
farm while his father was busy at Farm Bureau.
George spent 24 years dedicated to serving Farm Bureau as a director, vice
president and president. He was the seventh president of the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau.
“In his service to Farm Bureau he spent many long hours leading and building
the farm organization. He carried on the ideals espoused by early visionaries and
offered his services to agriculture,” states the Farmer’s Point of View, May 11,
1977.
During his Farm Bureau presidency George led the decision to construct a new
Farm Bureau Building. World War II delayed the action but construction finally
began in 1950 and was completed in 1951. George and the men on the board had
a vision to know they were in need of a “modern, serviceable home for Farm
Bureau in DeKalb County.”

George Bark, 1891-1977

Farm Bureau President, 1946-1950
Squaw Grove Township
Farm Bureau Director, 1926-1950
Distinctions: Seventh Farm Bureau
President, Charter member of Farm
Bureau, Farmer, County Board,
Squaw Grove Township Supervisor
Education: Hinckley schools

The Farm Bureau Building Committee in 1950 planned the construction of the third
Farm Bureau office building on North Sixth Street, DeKalb. Shown are (from left)
President George Bark, H.F. Dannewitz, E.E. Houghtby, chairman; Lloyd Waldee,
F.E. Schweitzer and Henry Carlson.

Twenty years later, the building was remodeled and expanded with
an addition. At an open house in April 1973 George Bark attended the
dedication of the Hall of Presidents. It was one of his last Farm Bureau
appearances.
Through the years George also was active in affiliated companies of Farm
Bureau serving on the boards of the DeKalb County Locker Service and
Kishwaukee Service Company (forerunner to FS). He was a member of the
first ASCS Committee in 1933.
In county leadership, George served on the County Board for 14 years.
He also was Squaw Grove Township Supervisor for 19 years.
The lifelong grain and livestock farmer from Hinckley proudly farmed the
family’s Centennial Farm that was purchased by George’s grandfather in the
1870s. The family name, George, was passed down three generations – from
his grandfather George A., to his father George Francis, and himself. ►

30

CONNECTIONS February 2020

“Grandpa’s life revolved around Farm Bureau.
He was a giving person but frugal and a
business-minded farmer.”
Joan Hardekopf, Somonauk, and Allen Bark,
Hinckley, are grandchildren of George Bark.

Lloyd B. Waldee: County to National Leadership
Lloyd Benson Waldee was an outstanding leader in agricultural circles. He
devoted 25 years to Farm Bureau at the county, state and national levels.
The Waterman farmer was elected DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s eighth
president and served on the county board for 21 years. He was first elected to
the Farm Bureau Board as an assistant director in 1935 and 10 years later was a
regular director. From 1946 to 1950 he served as vice president.
“He has contributed generously of his time and efforts to his own community
and toward an active DeKalb County Farm Bureau,” according to the DeKalb
County Farmer in 1950. Being elected president “requires a person of
exceptional ability.”

Lloyd B. Waldee, 1900-1959

Farm Bureau President, 1950-1956
Clinton Township
Farm Bureau Director, 1935-1956
Distinctions: Eighth Farm Bureau President,
Illinois Farm Bureau Director, 1955-1959,
American Farm Bureau Director, Farmer,
Education: Rollo schools

Lloyd Waldee is shown with Henry H. Parke in 1952 at the AFBF Annual Meeting
where Henry was recognized as the founder of Farm Bureau.

During his Farm Bureau presidency, the third home office of the Farm Bureau
was built at North Sixth Street in DeKalb as a one-stop agricultural center.
While the organization continued to focus on farm-specific problems, it also
turned its attention to the development of a junior college, improved hospital
services and comprehensive health insurance.
Lloyd also oversaw the separation of the Extension Service and Farm Bureau
prompted by the state, nevertheless Farm Bureau and Extension maintained a
close working relationship.
Near the end of his county leadership he was elected to the Illinois Farm
Bureau Board, serving on the state board for four years. During that time he
also was a director of the American Farm Bureau Federation.
His service on the state and national Farm Bureau boards was cut short when
he took ill and passed away in 1959 at the age of 59.
Throughout Lloyd’s active life he was an agricultural leader and served in
many farm organizations. He was a director of the Pure Milk Association, the
Chicago Producers Club, the University of Illinois Ag Extension Board, and
was a state adviser of the Illinois Farmers Home Administration.
In the community he was a charter member of the Waterman Lions Club,
treasurer of the Waterman Fire Department, and a trustee of DeKalb County
schools.
On his farm, located southeast of Waterman, Lloyd raised grain, cattle and
hogs. He also was a cattle buyer and cattle judge. ►

“My father said Uncle Lloyd was a very
gentle and kind man. He was involved
in farming and lived on the family
homestead his entire life.”
Robyn Waldee Riccardo, Belvidere, is a
great-niece of Lloyd Waldee.
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Howard W. Mullins: Activist in Farm Policy
Howard Wesley Mullins represented a new generation of activist-minded
Farm Bureau leaders who helped shape state and national farm policy. He steered
the organization to the forefront of agricultural policy making.
His vision for Farm Bureau was to be a collective voice of farmers in the
development of farm policy. He led policy development meetings in towns to
engage members’ viewpoints on a wide range of ag policy issues.
As the organization’s ninth president, Howard endorsed the nation’s soil bank
program which supported a flexible ag price support program where farmers
leased land to the federal government for conservation in the 1960s. He started a
Farm Policy Council to promote mandatory acreage reduction to help a troubled
farm economy.

Howard W. Mullins, 1914-2004
Farm Bureau President, 1956-1974
Shabbona Township
Farm Bureau Director, 1940-1974
Distinctions: Ninth Farm Bureau President,
Longest serving president, Farmer, DeKalb
County Exports President, Kishwaukee
College President, President Kennedy’s
National Advisory Board
Education: Shabbona schools, University
of Wisconsin-Madison

President Howard Mullins and Farm Bureau Directors discuss farm policy at the Illinois
Farm Bureau Annual Meeting in December 1958, (from left) Floyd Challand, Howard
Mullins, George Holland, Wayne Bark, Bill Fewell, Harvey Schweitzer, C. LeRoy Carlson,
(back) Dean Lake and Henry Carlson, executive secretary.

Howard traveled to Washington to testify before the Senate Ag Committee
about economic problems of farmers and the concept of acreage reduction in
1961. This led to his appointment to President Kennedy’s National Ag Advisory
Board.
The Shabbona farmer also led the charge to help farmers make a profit through
marketing of grain and livestock. During his leadership a new livestock marketing
association was formed to buy and sell livestock. Howard also was instrumental
in the startup of DeKalb County Exports, a Farm Bureau owned grain facility
whereby farmers were paid premiums for high quality grain. He and other Farm
Bureau directors traveled to Europe, Japan and the Soviet Union to promote high
quality grain grown by American farmers and improve trade relations.
Howard was the longest serving president having dedicated 18 years to
leadership and 34 years on the county Farm Bureau Board. He also served on the
DeKalb Ag Board, on the founding board of Kishwaukee College, and founding
group of Shabbona Lake State Park.
During his tenure with Farm Bureau, Howard and his son, Bill, started Mullins
Grain in Shabbona as an expansion of their farm family business. Howard’s
grandson, Robb, is the sixth generation managing Mullins Family Farm today,
which includes Howard’s great-granddaughter Emily and her husband Keegan
Maxwell. ►
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“In the 1950s and ‘60s when corn
was $1.12 a bushel, my dad was totally
committed to making a difference in
farm policy. Our family was proud of his
successful leadership as Farm Bureau
president, even so, there were times
when Mom and I reflected upon the
amount of time he was away from home,
leaving us to pick up his share of the
work on our family farm.”
Bill Mullins, Shabbona, is the son of
Howard Mullins.

Donald H. Chaplin: Longest serving director
Donald (Don) Henry Chaplin devoted 34 years of his life to DeKalb
County Farm Bureau. For a dairy farmer, that was a real commitment.
He was the longest serving director from the early beginnings of the Farm
Bureau to the early 1980s.
Don was elected as Farm Bureau’s tenth president in 1974, serving as the top
leader for three years.
The new Farm Bureau president took over during troubled times for
agriculture. Farm production costs were escalating, and farm incomes remained
stubbornly low despite the rosy economic projections offered a few years
earlier. Average farm incomes were the lowest they had been since the Great
Depression.

Donald H. Chaplin, 1918-2000
Farm Bureau President, 1974-1977
Kingston Township
Farm Bureau Director, 1949-1983
Distinctions: Tenth Farm Bureau President,
Longest serving Farm Bureau director who
was president, Farmer, Genoa-Kingston
School Board President
Education: Kingston schools

Representing Farm Bureau at the American Farm Bureau Federation Annual Meeting
in 1970 were county leaders and staff: (from left) Don Chaplin, Rus Philbrick, Howard
Mullins, George Tindall, Ray Willrett, Mike Hayenga and Paul Montavon.

Don supported the Farm Bureau’s newly built DeKalb County Exports
grain elevator and saw it as the best means to make DeKalb County farmers
competitive in the world market even though it struggled with volatile times for
grain exports. During these years he hosted several international tours on his
farm.
During his presidency, Farm Bureau utilized the DeKalb County Producers
Supply fund to distribute its first scholarship to a medical student. The fund was
developed from the supply company which sold livestock vaccines and supplies
to farmers during the 1930s to 1940s.
Also in the mid-1970s a group of Young Farmers developed a “Pigs & Cows”
educational booklet which was distributed to teachers to help them understand
the two major livestock enterprises and educate young children about farming.
In other ag-related organizations, Don was president of the Pure Milk
Association and a member of the ASCS Committee.
The Kingston farmer milked Holstein cows throughout his farm life. He was
ahead of his time in building a modern Herringbone milking parlor that enabled
him to milk 16 cows at a time. His son-in-law Larry milked cows with him and
continued upon Don’s retirement.►

“Dad always enjoyed being on the Farm
Bureau Board, having served on the
board for several years.”
Marlin Chaplin, Genoa, is the
son of Don Chaplin.

February 2020 CONNECTIONS

33

Allan Aves: Politically active from county to nation
Allan Aves knows how important it was to be politically active. He spent a

good share of his farming career in political circles as a prominent agricultural
leader.
“Farmers are going to have to get off the tractor and into the halls of the
state legislature and Congress if they are to preserve the American agricultural
industry,” said Allan in a message to farmers at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Annual Meeting in 1980. He reminded farmers that “profitability, the environment
and politics” will be key concerns during the decade of the 1980s.
Allan was no stranger to the political scene. While serving as president of the
county Farm Bureau he also chaired the American Soybean Association. Next he
was elected to the Illinois Farm Bureau Board.
The Kirkland farmer reaffirmed the importance of political involvement/electing
politicians to represent agriculture. “We must work for those candidates who
support the farm industry,” said Allan.

Allan Aves, 1931 –

Farm Bureau President, 1977-1986
Franklin Township
Farm Bureau Director, 1967-1986
Distinctions: Eleventh Farm Bureau
President, Illinois Farm Bureau Director,
1985-1997, American Soybean Association
President, Master Farmer, DeKalb
AgResearch Board, NIU Foundation,
Farm Bureau Foundation Board, Farmer
Education: Kirkland schools

Allan Aves received the Distinguished Service Award from Illinois Farm Bureau in 1998,
based on his leadership in Farm Bureau and other agricultural organizations. With Allan
are his wife, Ruth, and Illinois Farm Bureau President Ron Warfield.

Allan’s diverse ag leadership began with the county Farm Bureau, serving
on most committees, becoming vice president and then the organization’s 11th
president. He was on the boards of subsidiary companies DeKalb County Exports
and DeKalb County Marketing Service. Allan also served on Farm Bureau’s
Foundation Board.
He was an organizer and the first president of the county Soybean Association.
Allan was vice president of the Illinois Soybean Association and president of the
state Soybean Checkoff Board before becoming ASA president. He also was on
the board of the Illinois Pork Producers Association.
Allan presented testimony in Springfield and Washington pertaining to ag
policy/legislation. Allan met with President Jimmy Carter during the grain
embargo. He traveled to China, Japan, South America, and other countries in
market development and trade mission trips.
Locally, Allan was on the boards of DeKalb AgResearch, NIU Foundation, and
Kishwaukee College Foundation. Prestigious honors included receiving Illinois
Farm Bureau’s Distinguished Service Award, DeKalb County Outstanding Young
Farmer, Illinois’ Master Farmer award, and NIU’s Community Service award. ►
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“It was real important for Dad to be
active in Farm Bureau in county and state
leadership. Through Farm Bureau and
the American Soybean Association, he
appreciated the network of friends and
acquaintances.”
Barry Aves, Kirkland, is a
son of Allan Aves.

Kenneth (Ken) Barshinger: Building Farm Bureau
Ken Barshinger was a builder in more ways than one – on the farm and

in Farm Bureau. He was passionate about building soil fertility to boost his
crop yields, building a new, more modern Farm Bureau facility, and building
relationships with rural and urban constituents.
On his Waterman farm, Ken cared deeply about conserving farmland by
managing soil fertility and drainage. He served as Afton Township Drainage
District Commissioner for many years. His self-taught engineering skills
proved beneficial on his family farm where he designed and fabricated tools and
modified equipment and buildings.

Kenneth E. Barshinger, 1930-2017
Farm Bureau President, 1986-1997
Afton Township
Farm Bureau Director, 1976-1997
Distinctions: Twelfth Farm Bureau
President, Chairman of Farm Bureau
Building Committee, Conserv FS Board,
Afton Township Drainage District
Commissioner, Farmer
Education: Waterman schools

Ken Barshinger chaired the Building Committee and oversaw construction of the new
Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture during his presidency. He is shown with directors
at the groundbreaking ceremony in August of 1995. The building was completed in the
summer of 1996.

Ken was elected the 12th president of DeKalb County Farm Bureau in 1986
and served as the top leader for 11 years.
During his presidency, Ken chaired the Building Committee and oversaw the
construction of the new Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture. Groundbreaking
ceremonies were held in 1995 and the building was completed the next year.
This would be the fourth Farm Bureau building for the organization at its new
location, Peace and Bethany Roads, Sycamore.
At the groundbreaking ceremony in 1995, all 19 Farm Bureau directors
brought soil from their townships for blending on the construction site to
signify unity and support for the new building. “We dedicate this facility in
the memory of those who have gone before us, to be used productively by
those who are among us, and with a vision to the future of those who are yet to
come,” said Ken, during the dedication ceremony in September 1996.
Under his leadership, the county Farm Bureau earned highest state honors by
receiving The President’s Award numerous times, based on exceptional county
programs and achievements.
Some of Ken’s other ag-related accomplishments include being named
Outstanding Young Farmer by the Jaycees in 1962, and having served on many
boards like Conserv FS, Pork Producers, and the ASCS Committee.
Ken was a dedicated, quiet spoken leader whose leadership and actions
benefitted both agriculture and Farm Bureau. ►

“Dad truly believed Farm Bureau was
the voice of agriculture, a grassroots
organization which represented farmers
and agriculture. We were proud of him
and his many accomplishments.”
Teri Barshinger Wessels, Waterman,
is a daughter of Ken Barshinger.
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Vincent (Vince) Faivre: One of youngest presidents
Vince Faivre rose through the Young Farmers ranks to be elected as one of
the youngest presidents in the history of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. In
1997, he assumed the presidency at the age of 37.
Vince shares the youngest age with former president Henry White who was
37 when he was elected county Farm Bureau president in 1924.
When Vince started farming in 1981 he became interested in the Farm Bureau
Young Farmers, a social group of young people with similar farming interests.
In 1988, Vince joined the Farm Bureau Board to represent Pierce Township at
the young age of 28 years, a time when he was still involved in Young Farmers.
He was elected to the Executive Committee serving as vice president for two
years before rising to president.

Vincent Faivre, 1960 –

Farm Bureau President, 1997-2002
Pierce Township
Farm Bureau Director, 1988-2002
Distinctions: Thirteenth Farm Bureau
President, DeKalb County Board, U.S.
Grains Council Director, Farmer
Education: DeKalb schools, Kishwaukee
College, A.A.S in Farm Management, 1981

Vince Faivre accepted the Liberty Bell for DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s outstanding
legislative activities in 1998 and 2000 from Ron Warfield, Illinois Farm Bureau president.

The DeKalb farmer welcomed discussions at board meetings on topics of
interest to the farmer directors and resolved to find solutions to challenges/
problems. “Sometimes these were local issues such as transporting grain and
livestock on posted roads or livestock facility siting, and sometimes they were
more state and national issues that dealt with regulations and legislation,” said
Vince.
During his presidency, he was most proud of the formation of a President
Council of Leaders. In 1999 this generated a change in the leadership structure
which created teams and committees designated to these teams. The new
President Council of Leaders was comprised of 32 committees and hundreds of
volunteers.
“Even though we had an undoubtedly outstanding program base, it was
important that we not become complacent,” said Vince. The president
understood the importance of continually reviewing Farm Bureau programs,
goals and objectives.
Vince was proud to receive The President’s Award each of the five years
he was president. The President’s Award is the highest form of recognition a
county Farm Bureau can receive. While he was president, he also accepted the
Liberty Bell award for outstanding legislative activities.
The Farm Bureau president was active in political arenas – he chaired
the Political Involvement Committee for Farm Bureau and was an advisory
committee member for Representatives Wirsing and Pritchard. After his Farm
Bureau leadership, he was elected to the County Board. ►
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“I remember it was important to Dad
to get young farmers involved in Farm
Bureau and see them take on leadership
roles. He also liked the committee
structure where members would resolve
issues.”
Heidi Faivre Peterson, is a daughter of
Vince Faivre.

Paul Rasmussen, Jr.: Leader in ag organizations
Paul Rasmussen has the makings of a true agricultural leader. He dedicated
26 years to the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Board, with the last 10 years of his
term as president.
Paul also was president of the county Corn & Soybean Growers and currently
serves on the Illinois Soybean Association Board.
Looking back on his years as Farm Bureau president, from 2002 to 2012, Paul
touts one of his successes being the start-up of the Political Action Committee
(PAC). He chaired the first PAC, the political arm of Farm Bureau. The PAC
provides the mechanism to support political candidates who align with Farm
Bureau’s policy and philosophy.

Paul Rasmussen, Jr., 1951 –
Farm Bureau President, 2002-2012
Sycamore Township
Farm Bureau Director, 1986-2012
Distinctions: Fourteenth Farm Bureau
President, Farmer, Illinois Soybean
Association Board, Ag Leaders of
Tomorrow, Illinois Ag Leadership Program
Education: Sycamore schools, Northern
Illinois University, B.S. Education, 1973

In leadership, Paul Rasmussen worked closely with the Farm Bureau Executive
Committee. The Executive Committee in 2012 included: (seated, from left) Steve Bemis,
Paul Rasmussen, Bob Jordal, (standing) Paul Taylor, Larry Anderson and Russ Deverell.

The Farm Bureau PAC has been effective in backing local candidates up for
election to county and state offices. “Our PAC has made a difference in the
outcome of some of the candidates seeking election,” said Paul.
Politically speaking, Paul knows the importance of having relationships with
county and state officials. He cited several examples of agricultural issues which
required persuasions with politicians to side with Farm Bureau. The grassroots
political process is one of Farm Bureau’s strongest attributes, notes Paul.
The Sycamore farmer dedicated his time and leadership to Farm Bureau
having served on many Farm Bureau committees. He was on the Executive
Committee for 24 years, elected treasurer for 8 years, before moving up to
president.
As a county president, Paul was on the state Farm Bureau Resolutions
Committee for two years. He participated in Illinois Farm Bureau’s New
Zealand market study tour and was a member of the state’s Farm Profitability
Task Force.
Paul is a firm believer in maintaining “political influence in Farm Bureau.”
He supports Farm Bureau’s Call to Action whereby members make calls to
legislators in support of Farm Bureau policy issues. During his presidency, he
made several calls and responded to action requests with legislators. ►

“Dad set an example for his children of
what it means to be a dedicated leader and
passionately serve his community. Through
Dad’s 10 years of serving as Farm Bureau
president, our family always enjoyed being
involved in Farm Bureau events and getting
to meet so many wonderful people.”
Emma Rasmussen Hagemeyer, Sycamore,
is a daughter of Paul Rasmussen.
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Mark Tuttle: County president to state director
Mark Tuttle led Farm Bureau in a different direction when he became
president eight years ago. “Different times call for different measures.” The
county president and board decided to step up efforts in community and
consumer outreach.
With generations of members removed from the farm and three-fourths of the
membership being non-farmers, leadership decided to focus on outreach efforts.
A new Farm Bureau magazine called CONNECTIONS was launched in 2014 to
reach urban members with information about food and farm production.
It’s one of many outreach efforts which have been implemented while
Mark has been president. Others include partnering with the Sandwich Fair
with ag education, engaging media in discussions about farming, interfacing
with educators during a Harvest Dinner and restructuring the Farm Bureau
Foundation.

Mark Tuttle, 1961 –
Farm Bureau President, 2012-2020
Somonauk Township
Farm Bureau Director, 2002-2020
Distinctions: Fifteenth Farm Bureau
President, Farm Bureau Foundation
President, Illinois Farm Bureau Board, 2020,
Ag Leaders of Tomorrow, Farmer
Education: Somonauk schools, Joliet Jr.
College, A.A.S., Agriculture; Iowa State
University, B.S. Agronomy, 1984

Mark Tuttle (third from left) has led the county Farm Bureau with the help of the Executive
Committee. Shown with the 2016 Executive Committee: (from left) Jamie Walter,
Berkeley Boehne, Mark Tuttle, Roy Plote, Steve Drendel and Mike Schweitzer.

The Somonauk farmer has a sense of humor but takes his job seriously always
thinking about how Farm Bureau can continue to be effective and best represent
farmers and agriculture on all fronts. Political involvement continues to be a
stronghold for Farm Bureau – the county president serves on Congressman
Underwood’s Ag Advisory Committee.
Mark has served on the state Farm Bureau Resolutions Committee helping to
direct Farm Bureau policy. He initiated a new classification of membership, the
“PM” membership, two years ago, which was approved by delegates at the state
Farm Bureau Annual Meeting.
In December, 2019 Mark was elected to the Illinois Farm Bureau Board
representing District 1. He is the sixth farmer from DeKalb County to serve on
the IAA Board. Previous directors included: Allan Aves, Chauncey B. Watson,
Lloyd Waldee, George A. Fox, and E.E. Houghtby.
At the state level he has served on many Farm Bureau committees, been a
Leaders to Washington participant, and an American Farm Bureau delegate.
Mark is “honored” to have been the county Farm Bureau’s 15th president.
Previously he was vice president, secretary, and on the Executive Committee for
13 years. He also is president of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation.
“It’s been a great experience. I look forward to representing the county now
through the Illinois Farm Bureau and continuing to be effective,” said Mark. ►
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“The Farm Bureau has been a big part
of my family’s life and I’m proud that my
dad has been involved on the board and
as president. I also want to congratulate
him on being a new director of the
Illinois Farm Bureau. I know through this
experience he will be a valuable asset to
our state’s farm community.”
Elaine Tuttle Cook, Sycamore, is a
daughter of Mark Tuttle.

PRIDE in our PRESIDENTS
(Above) President Mark Tuttle with IFB President
Rich Guebert, 2019. Presidents Mark Tuttle, Paul
Rasmussen, Vince Faivre, Ken Barshinger and
Allan Aves in 2012.
(Center) President Vince Faivre with Executive
Committee (seated) Paul Taylor, Vince, Paul
Rasmussen, (standing) Hank Wassmann, Bob
Jordal, Paul Schweitzer, and Lyle Paul in 1997.
(Below) Presidents Allan Aves and Ken
Barshinger, 1986. Mark Tuttle with delegates Jim
Quinn, Mark, Phil Montgomery, Roy Plote and
Wes Anderson at 2019 IFB Annual Meeting. ■
Sources: “Native Soil – A History of The DeKalb
County Farm Bureau” by Eric W. Mogren,
DeKalb County Farmer, The Farmer’s
Point of View, CONNECTIONS,
DeKalb County Farm Bureau archives
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Public trust strong for farmers
Farmers enjoy one of the highest
levels of public trust of any group or
potential source of information.
While the levels and rankings vary
among surveys, the level of trust in
farmers comes shining through in all
of them. This reality was reinforced
by a recent survey at American Farm
Bureau, which found that 88% of
Americans trust farmers.
The nuance often missed is that
public trust of farmers doesn’t
always convey to farming. Recent
research shows only one person
in five has a high level of trust in
modern agriculture and about half the
population trusts modern agriculture
somewhat, which means they are
skeptical.
While it’s true that the term
“modern agriculture” means different

Lamb/Chicken Buffet
set for March 14
The DeKalb County Lamb &
Wool Producers will hold their
annual Lamb/Chicken Buffet
on Saturday, March 14 at the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
The buffet is open to the public
and begins at 5:30 p.m. Enjoy a
delicious meal prepared by 5-B’s
Catering featuring carved leg of
lamb, cranberry glazed chicken,
buttered corn, red potatoes,
salad, dinner rolls, dessert and
choice of beverage.
Tickets are $15 for adults
and $8 for youth (5-12 years).
Children four and under are free.
Tickets may be purchased at the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
office, Monday thru Friday,
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Deadline to purchase tickets is
March 6. For more information
call 815-756-6361. ■
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things to different people, we can
look across multiple consumer
research projects and see similar
results: a big gap between the level of
trust in farmers versus farming.
Farmers are highly trusted to tell
the story of agriculture and explain
how production practices align with
societal values.
Why the trust gap and what can
we do about it? There are multiple
reasons for it. The public is uncertain
what to think of the advancements
in agriculture, including the use of
technology in crop protection and
plant/animal breeding. The growing
size of farms doesn’t fit the nostalgic
image of a lone red barn.
Public uncertainty is reinforced by
consumer advocates who question
whether the advancements are in the
best interest of a safe and sustainable
food supply, and by activists whose
mission is to undermine agriculture.

The great news is that we know
the skeptical public is interested.
Our survey shows three out of four
Americans want to know more about
how their food is produced. Their
hunger to learn more presents an
enormous opportunity.
Inviting the public to see and
hear about the benefits of modern
agriculture can literally take hundreds
of forms. Farm tours, op-eds,
classroom visits, social media posts,
grocery store conversations, city
council meetings, etc.
Bottom line: farmers are
highly trusted to tell the story
of agriculture and explain how
production practices align with
societal values. The opportunity
is clear. The public is interested.
An array of Farm Bureau resources
are available to help with effective
engagement. ■
Source: American Farm Bureau Federation,
Terri Moore

Serenity of Country Life
By Jen Kamm

Farm Bureau member Jen Kamm developed an interest in
photography because she wanted to capture special moments of her
children growing up. Jen took this photo of her son Jack (then 2) in
her backyard in rural Sycamore. “I’ve always looked at this picture
and wondered what was going on in his mind as he seemed lost in
his thoughts in the serenity of country life,” said Jen.

Capture the Country Photo Contest
Enter our 2020 Capture the Country Photo Contest for a
chance to be published in CONNECTIONS magazine.
• Photo contest is open to local, amateur photographers.
• Take photographs within DeKalb County of anything that
represents country life.
• Make sure your camera or Smartphone is set to the highest
resolution for quality and your photo is sent at its original size.

• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org
with a brief description of the photo’s location and the city
you are from.
• Each month a winning photo will be chosen and published
in CONNECTIONS magazine. ■
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Prescribed Burn Workshop
The DeKalb County Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD), with the help from local partners, is excited to be
hosting a workshop on prescribed burning at the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture on Friday,
March 13 from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Dr. Sean Jenkins, professor of landscape and fire ecology from Western
Illinois University, will be presenting on how our local plants are adapted to fire
and how burning is used as a management tool in native vegetation.
Josh Clark Restoration Ecologist, with the DeKalb County Forest Preserve
District, will be discussing how to get prepared for a burn and understanding the
use of a burn plan.
Safety techniques on the fire line and the variety of equipment used on a burn
will be highlighted by David Griffith, IDNR area forester. You will also hear
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from representatives from IDNR,
NRCS, FSA, and Pheasants Forever
about how these agencies aid local
landowners with prescribed burning
activities.
After lunch, which is provided, the
group will be traveling to a nearby
DeKalb County Forest Preserve site
to conduct a demonstrational burn
(weather permitting). Attendees will
have an opportunity to ask questions,
look over equipment, and watch a
burn team operate on a live fire.
This workshop will offer
participants a chance to network
with other local landowners, build
familiarity with managing native
habitats with fire, and become aware
of local resources for conducting
burns.
If you are interested in attending
please contact the SWCD office or
email jeff.woodyatt.dekalbswcd@
gmail.com. Reservations are required
and the workshop fee is $10, cash or
checks (made out to DeKalb County
SWCD) can be mailed to the SWCD
office at 1350 West Prairie Dr.,
Sycamore, IL 60178. ■

News provided by offices in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture

Sign up for Farm Bill by March 16
The countdown is on! The March 16, 2020 deadline is quickly approaching
for producers to make their program election and sign contracts for the 2019
program year.
Producers have the opportunity to select what program they want to enroll
each of their farms in. There are three different options they can choose from:
Agriculture Risk Coverage – County (ARC-CO) and Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) can be selected on a crop by crop basis per farm or they can select
Agriculture Risk Coverage – Individual (ARC-IC) which is a whole farm
option.
Everyone who has a share on the contract will need to sign by March 16.
2020 If a producer does not come in by March 16, to sign their contract, they
will default to their previous farm bill election and will not be eligible to receive
a payment if payments are triggered for 2019.
For the 2020 program year the election will stay the same
as 2019. The deadline to sign 2020 contracts is June 30, 2020.
If there were no changes on the farm between 2019 and 2020
producers will only have to sign the 2019 contract and it will
roll over for 2020.

Producers also have the
opportunity to update their PLC
Yields by Sept. 30, 2020. To update
yields producers will need to bring
in their yields for 2013–2017 for
each farm. While the operator
can bring in the yields an owner’s
signature is required on the form to
update yields.
The DeKalb/Kane/DuPage
County FSA Office is asking
producers to call and make an
appointment as soon as possible to
come in and make an election and
sign their contracts. The office is
open Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. till
4:30 p.m., phone 815-756-3234,
ext. 2. ■

Boys & Girls Science Siestas in March/April
“Science Siesta is once again being offered by the University of Illinois
Extension for both boys and girls,” said Johnna Jennings, University of Illinois
Extension 4-H Youth Development Educator.
“This year we will be offering a Science Siesta event just for boys on Friday,
March 13 to Saturday, March 14, and another Science Siesta just for girls on
Friday, April 3 to Saturday, April 4, both at the Discovery Center Children’s
Museum in Rockford,” said Jennings.
These events are open to youth in 4th to 6th grades.
“Both events will be action-packed programs that combine hands-on science,
an opportunity to meet real scientists, to learn about a particular field of science
and to spend an awesome night in a museum. This is an excellent program and
we are excited to have the opportunity to offer it once again,” said Jennings.
At Science Siesta the participants
will interact with scientists in science
career fields from throughout northern
Illinois. The scientists will share
information about their background
and involve the youth in activities that
they might complete in their work
every day.
Following the face-to-face
interaction with the scientists, youth
participate in hands-on activities
from related to careers in science.
This year’s three workshop choices
will be “Drones”, “Monarchs on the
Move”, and “Rockets to the Rescue.”
Participants during the 2019 Boy’s
Science Siesta put their hands to work as
they learn more about careers in the field
of science.

These workshops will focus on the
science related to careers in these
fields, and participants will have
fun as they become engaged in the
activities.
Both events will begin with
registration at 5 p.m. on Friday
and will conclude with checkout at
8:30 a.m. on Saturday.
The registration fee is $40 per
participant which covers pizza,
snack, breakfast, admission to
the Discovery Center Children’s
Museum, a t-shirt and all hands-on
activities.
To register for the Boys
Science Siesta individuals can
go to https://go.illinois.edu/
boyssciencesiesta. The deadline
of the boys’ event is Feb. 28. To
register for the Girls Science Siesta
individuals can go to https://
go.illinois.edu/girlssciencesiesta.
The registration deadline for the
girls’ event is March 20.
For additional information, call
the University of Illinois Extension
at 815-758-8194. ■
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Membership
Savings

Save up to 30% off

“Best Available Rate”
at Great Wolf Lodge
Advance reservations required
Call 1-800-905-WOLF
Corporate Code: ILLI617A

Enjoy up to 20% off

with Choice Hotels®
advance reservations required
1-800-258-2847
IFB #00800614

Enjoy up to 20% off

“Best Available Rate”
with Wyndham Hotels & Resorts
advance reservations required
1-877-670-7088
IFB #8000002027

For assistance and to obtain your DeKalb County Farm Bureau®
membership number, please contact us at 815-756-6361.
Receive up to 20% off
with National Car Rental
1-800-CAR-RENT
nationalcar.com/offer/ilfb
Contract ID #5706352

Receive 5% off

with Enterprise
1-800-RENT-A-CAR
enterprise.com/ilfb
Contract ID #ILFARM

Receive up to 30% off
with AVIS
1-800-331-1212
avis.com/ilfb
Contract ID #A298813

up to 30% off
Receive up to 20% off Receive
with Budget
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with Alamo
1-800-462-5266
alamo.com/offer/ilfb
Contract ID #421770

1-800-527-0700
budget.com/ilfb
Contract ID #Y775713

To solve the big challenges of tomorrow,
start with simple steps today
At COUNTRY Financial®, we know that protecting the things you love and preparing
for tomorrow start with simple steps. When you’re ready to start, we’re ready to help.
Phil Hasz
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