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Connecting to you

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau president

Stronger Together
What a difference a month can make!
I wish good health for all our Farm Bureau members
as we navigate the unchartered circumstances of COVID
-19. It has been stressful and challenging for all of us as
individuals, families, small and large businesses, service
organizations and agriculture.
My thoughts are with each of you. Together, we are
stronger, and we can overcome adversity.
Through these uncertain times, I assure you Farm
Bureau is working on your behalf. We continue to
monitor updates at the local, state and federal levels.
Issues such as transportation, supply chain, food
processing, movement of goods and services to and
from the farms and commodity trade are just a few of
the essential services important to my farm and the
consumers I help feed.
The Farm Bureau Office has been closed throughout
the “Shelter in Place” and will remain closed until

allowed to reopen. However, our staff continues to perform
essential business operations, check voicemail and email,
process dues payments, monitor social media, communicate
and respond to members’ inquiries on a timely basis.
To quote Mark Twain: “Courage is resistance to fear,
mastery of fear – not absence of fear.” I believe we will
come out of this crisis stronger. But we must have the
courage to envision a brighter future.
Stay safe everyone! ■
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On prairie Drive

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Different Times
Farmers will tell you that each farm year is
different.
The 2020 farm year is shaping up to be
REALLY different. Farmers are planting corn
and soybeans during the peak of the Coronavirus
pandemic.
This dreaded COVID-19 is not stopping
farmers from doing their job. What they do is
“essential” to all of us, in growing food for our nourishment and sustainability.
They will get their crops planted, weather permitting. Corona or not.
Farmers are social distancing themselves in their tractor cabs. It’s their shelterin-place as they fertilize, till and plant their fields.
They count on their ag suppliers to provide products and services and trust that
the ag supply chain is not disrupted. All the products and players have to align for
the sake of food production.
Coming off a disastrous 2019 crop year, farmers are more than ready for a
“normal” year. But this year isn’t normal, AGAIN. 2020 will be one for the history
books – The Farm Year of the COVID-19 Pandemic.
Like many other businesses, the pandemic has impacted production agriculture
as farmers are coming to grips with an economic downturn and rock-bottom grain
prices. If margins weren’t tight enough this worldwide health crisis puts even
more of a squeeze on agriculture.
As our planting season continues, please keep farmers in your hearts and minds.
May they remain healthy and be productive. And this year, Lord willing, let’s
hope they finish planting their last field of corn before June. ■
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Find the corn kernel and win!
Let’s see if you can find the corn kernel
(resembling the one here) in this month’s
issue of our magazine and be eligible to
win a prize.
Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-7566361, by May 15 for your chance to win.
When responding by email, please
include the page number and exact
description of the location of the kernel
on that page. You will also need to include
your name, address and phone number in
the email.
Correct answers will be put into a
drawing and one winner will be drawn to
receive a $20 gift card.
Last month’s winner of the corn
kernel contest was Betty Richardson of
Sycamore. The corn kernel was hidden on
page 27 in the top, left photo of the March
CONNECTIONS. ■

Calendar
JUNE

June 1
Prime Timers Program:
Ukulele music by Hixs Brothers Band
12-Noon, $7 lunch
Register by May 26
June 12
Farm Bureau College
Scholarships Deadline
www.PlantALegacy.org/scholarships

JUly

July 1
Farm Safety Camp Deadline
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org/event/fsc
Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture
unless otherwise noted. For most meeting
reservations contact the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau oﬃce, 815-756-6361.

Moving Forward
Farm Bureau continues business
(not as usual) even during these
uncertain times. If you need to
reach our office please call us
and we will return your message,
815-756-6361, or email: dcfb@
dekalbfarmbureau.org.
Pending shelter-in-place
restrictions and COVID-19
precautions, events mentioned in
CONNECTIONS are subject to
change. If you have any questions
about Farm Bureau events please
contact us.
Follow us!
facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
twitter.com/DCFBureau
pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine
www.CultivateConnections.org
Farm Bureau Main Site
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org
Foundation for Agriculture
www.PlantALegacy.org
Ag Literacy
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to:

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

By the
NUMBErS

Many Colors
Soybeans can be made into many things including animal feed, vegetable oil,
plastic, biodiesel, and… CRAYONS.
One acre of soybeans can produce 82,368 crayons. DeKalb County grows
118,000 acres of soybeans. That could make 9.7 billion crayons.
That’s a lot of coloring!
Source: Illinois Farm Bureau
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Farmers “essential” to growing our food
We salute local farmers who continue to stay strong during these unsettling times.

Warren Nesler, Kevin Hughes & Jeff Nesler, Genoa

Harold & Jeff Svendsen, Earlville

Roger & Jim Nelson, Malta
Ronnie Ziegler & Art Bingham, Clare
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Ben, Tyler & David Drake, Sycamore

Thank you, farmers, for providing essential services. Without you
we would not have a safe, affordable and abundant food supply.
Be safe during the spring planting season.

Mike & Duane Boesche, Waterman

Mike & Jenna Spychal, Malta

Keith & Kevin Herrmann, Hinckley

Wes & Andy Barshinger, Waterman
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the
Well, well, here we are.

Deanne Frieders

I’ve gotta say, the last time I thought about Corona was back in my
college bars when we thought we were drinking “fancy” beer.
And now, here we are with everyone, and I mean everyone feeling the
disruptive and life changing effects the pandemic COVID-19 has brought
to our lives.
As I write this we are on day 16 (I think!) of rooting down on the farm.
Let’s just say I’ve had to be pretty darn creative to embrace the changes
over the last 16 days, with at least a few more weeks to go!
For starters, our kids are now e-learning from home. For our high school
aged kids it’s not a huge burden for me. They can pretty much handle the
lessons themselves and they like to hole up in their rooms anyway.
But for our kindergarten and preschool kiddos, that’s another story all
together. To give you a little background – which may explain it ALL, in
college I declared myself an elementary education major. It took less than
six weeks into my coursework for me to realize how much I didn’t want to
be a school teacher.
And here I am, teaching at home until April 30th – or longer. At the rate
we’re going I think we should wrap up kindergarten lessons by harvest.
I know I’m not the only mama in this boat. So many of us are working
to juggle our careers while stepping over a household of kids who seem to
be hungry and wanting snacks all the time.
Zoom, the video teleconference service has become a mainstay for
me and millions of other working parents. I led a national conference
breakout session this week from my dining room.
I joked with the participants that I had never had that many people at
my dining room table at one time. And someone needed a snack midway
through. But you know, everyone in attendance understood because we’re
all in the same place, figuratively.
But with all these things that are going wrong, we’ve gotta find
something that’s going right!
Here’s what’s been working for our family. I’m no homeschool expert
(see explanation above) but I know we can’t sit in a classroom setting all
day at home.
We’ve been doing TONS of scavenger hunts, both indoors and outdoors.
They’ve been a great way to talk about shapes, colors, math, and even
spelling. I’m pretty proud of my (I mean their) progress on this activity.
If my kids had their pick, they’d sit and watch YouTube videos all day.
What is it, exactly, about watching other kids play with their toys while
my own children sit in our living room and watch? I just don’t get it.
Hands-on activities seem like the way to go, and we’ve mostly removed
ourselves from the television.
Instead, we’ve been doing a ton of baking, playing with playdough and
lots of puppet shows. We even video called my mom as she walked us
through how to bake bread from scratch.
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Deanne Frieders is a farm woman from
rural Waterman who raises four kids and a
dog, constantly cooks, blogs, and helps her
husband with the family grain farm.

The kids have been helping Ryan
with extra farm chores, too. Our calves
came today and they helped prep the
barn for our slightly larger herd. As we
head into planting I’m sure they’ll have
a bigger role and participate more than
in previous years.
As for me, I have to say what I’m
learning through this experience is
that I have to carve out a little time
for myself to energize and recharge.
Everyone has told me that you can’t
pour from an empty cup but I have felt
that in the past weeks more than ever!
Both good and bad, these are
memories we won’t likely forget.
At least, with the sun shining today, I
feel a little more certain that everything
will be okay, eventually. It’s just going
to take some time. For all of you, I’m
thinking of you from here on our farm.
I hope the next time I check in will
be from the other side of this. Stay safe
and healthy! ■

What is ThAT?

TIrES vs. TrACKS

Tractors are the power horses that get farm jobs done, for example tractors are
currently being used to pull planters across fields to plant corn and soybeans. Today,
most tractors have wheels but some are equipped with tracks. Tracks and tires perform
differently depending on field conditions and load scenarios.
Last year’s wet spring and fall prompted a few farmers to switch from tires to tracks
on their tractors. Farmers make a choice between wheel type based on a number of
factors, such as uses, field conditions, and cost.

Tires

Tracks

• Smoother ride on hard surfaces or roads
because of the air cushioning inside tires

• Smoother ride on rough fields, especially when
travelling across rows

• Work better in dry soil conditions

• Work better in wet soils

• With proper inﬂation, better weight distribution,
with less moving tire parts

• Weight of machine equally distributed, with more
moving track parts

• Soil compaction varies

• Less soil compaction

• Cost less than tracks

• Cost more than tires
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Main Street Beale Street coleus
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Tulips in snow

‘Grandpa Ott’ vertical vine
Flower photos courtesy of Bob Lindholm

Barbara Lindholm, University of Illinois Extension, DeKalb County Master Gardener

how Does your Garden Grow?
Welcome Spring! It’s time to welcome the spring gardening season.
We will explore some of the new garden trends for 2020 and get acquainted
with some of the many new plants being offered for our gardens.
A quick but important step before
we begin is to review notes that we
made following the end of the 2019
season. Take a look at what were
your gardening successes and what
perhaps could be improved in 2020.
Following this review, it is time
to discover what garden ideas are
trending in this new year.
The number one trend in 2020
is vertical gardening. Vertical
gardening can greatly enhance your
home landscape. The use of trellises,
arches, obelisks and living walls
gives the gardener the opportunity
to take the garden up leaving more
space for horizontal planting. Vines
are one of the very best plants for
vertical gardening. They are available
in many annual and perennial forms
and are very attractive individually or
combined with other vines for long
season interest.
A renewed garden trend for this
year is the houseplant movement.
Houseplants contribute attractive
decor options and improve the air we
breathe indoors. Sometimes what is
old can be new again.
Urban areas are exploring the
possibility of planting more trees
for their temperature cooling and air
cleaning potential. Trees are valued
for their ability to help us be more
interactive with nature.

New plants for 2020

‘Sun King’ Aralia has been
selected by the Perennial Plant
Association as the perennial of
the year. Though not a new plant,
this beloved shade garden staple
has been waiting in the wings for
recognition. Its beautiful golden leaf
color will light up a shade garden
area. It produces small creamcolored flowers that appear in July
and last well into September. A part
shade location will make this plant
perform at its best. Be sure to save
plenty of room for this beauty as it
can grow from 4 to 6 feet tall and
nearly as wide.
Sun-loving new perennials for
you to consider this year include
Echinaceas ‘Marry Me’ and
Sombrero ‘Baja Burgundy’
both being praised for their long
flowering period and hardiness.
Rudbeckia ‘American Gold Rush’
offers great humidity tolerance,
disease resistance and colorful
blooms from July to September.
The American Annual Selection
committee has selected the Main
Street Beale Street series of
coleus plants for award status.
This beautiful collection of coleus
plants are available in shades of red,
burgundy and gold and hold their
color well into late summer.

It is a California treasure, but it
will grow here. ‘Little Galaxy’
agapanthus is a brand new, smaller
version of the popular taller form
of this plant. This little stunner will
produce clusters of blue tubular
flowers on small sturdy, 2’ stems
throughout the summer. ‘Little
Galaxy’, like its taller relative,
grows from a bulb that will need to
be wintered over indoors.
Hopefully, getting acquainted
with these new varieties of plants
will be an inspiration for you as
you enter the 2020 gardening
season. It will be fun to try new
plants in combination with some of
our old-time favorites as they come
back after their winter’s rest.
Enjoy your 2020 gardening
season. ■

Horticulture Help Desk

Due to COVID-19 concerns the
University of Illinois Extension
Horticulture Help Desk is closed
until further notice.
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Q: How has the Coronavirus pandemic impacted farmers
and the spring planting season?

A: Some of the effects of these unsettling times are lower

commodity prices and a back-up in the supply chain which
could delay our progress. But, we are geared up to move
forward and plant this year’s crop, with our continued
optimism and faith in farming.

Enduring in a time like this will be the hallmark of our
generation. Who could have thought that this scenario would
affect us? Well, quite a few people could.
Templates of this failure were projected across the world for
us to watch on TV. Experts have foreseen a possibility of this
scenario happening almost in these specific steps. But where does
this place agriculture? Hopefully, ultimately, moving forward.
Of course there will and have been rampant repercussions across
the industry. Commodity prices have tanked during the U.S. onset
of this pandemic but Saudi Arabia and Russia trying to out-pump
each other has not helped either. After all, our corn and soybeans
are an energy-producing industry.

We have been deemed as an “essential” industry and we
will persevere in the face of this crisis and do our best to
fulfill our plans for this crop year.
Most ag businesses work at full capacity no matter if there is
a catastrophic event or not. The pandemic will certainly back up
supply chains at some point and delay forward progress across the
industry.
However, at our farm I am hoping that the next few weeks will
go smoothly. We have been planning this 2020 crop ever since
the catastrophic beginning of 2019. Every person in agriculture I
spoke to stated that they were done with 2019 and ready for 2020.
The enthusiasm and hope was palpable.
2019 stressed the farm economy in ways that some will never
recover from. We were all put to the test and looked toward a
future that must be brighter than the present. We don’t want to
give up on 2020 just yet. This was supposed to be the year to
redeem us, for us to rise from the ashes.
The fact of the matter is that surviving 2019 has, in my opinion,
strengthened our fortitude to succeed. We have been deemed as an
“essential” industry and we will persevere in the face of this crisis
and do our best to fulfill our plans for this crop year.

The Schweitzers – Amy, Mike, Eli and Warren – farm
in rural Esmond. They grow corn, soybeans, sweet
corn and peas and raise 4-H animals. Mike is a sixth
generation farmer.

Most of the seed orders placed over the winter
are either in our sheds or at the local dealer. Our
partners in the fertilizer and chemical supply
chains have been working overtime to top off
with product and ramp up for spring work. Our
equipment dealers are offering online and phone
orders for curbside pickup. If ever there was
an industry to adapt to a situation like this it is
agriculture.
I pray that my hope is not misplaced. We too
have become a just-in-time inventory industry.
We saw last fall what happened when a cold
snap coincided with corn drying. We ran short
of propane at a critical moment. However, we
adapted. The relationships we have built in ag can
sustain these times, just as they have in the past.
We now look to the forecast. We watch the
weather and monitor the news. We are to some
degree a captive audience to the whims of our
environment. We can prepare our fields with tile
and tillage, with nutrients and careful planning.
But we will always be subject to forces we cannot
control. For the first time the rest of the economy
knows a little bit about how we operate. I think
this is where the eternal optimism that farmers
possess comes from. No matter how we try, we
do not always have the final say.
I have faith in our industry. I have faith our
supply chain will deliver in time. I have faith that
this year will be better than last and I have faith
that tomorrow will be better than today. If it were
not for that I would not be in this industry. ■
Mike Schweitzer
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FARM & FOOD
Food shortages during pandemic? Not!
Rest assured, our nation has an adequate supply of food. Farmers are
among the essential critical workers during the COVID-19 pandemic who will
continue to grow safe and nutritious foods for families.
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) provides the following
information about food during the pandemic.

There are no food shortages.

There are no nationwide shortages of food, although in some cases the
inventory of certain foods at your grocery store might be temporarily low before
stores can restock. Food production and manufacturing are widely dispersed
throughout the U.S. and there are currently no wide-spread disruptions reported
in the supply chain.
The USDA and the Food and Drug Administration are closely monitoring
the food supply chain for any shortages in collaboration with industry and our
federal and state partners. We are in regular contact with food manufacturers
and grocery stores.

We continue to ensure access to food.

USDA is monitoring the situation closely in collaboration with our federal
and state partners. The Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) is ready to assist in
the government-wide effort to ensure all Americans have access to food in times
of need.
In the event of an emergency or disaster situation, Food and Nutrition Service
programs are just one part of a much larger government-wide coordinated
response. All of our programs, including SNAP, WIC, and the National School
Lunch and Breakfast Programs, have flexibilities and contingencies built-in to
allow us to respond to on-the-ground realities and take action as directed by
Congress.

USDA food purchases
will continue.

The AMS Commodity Procurement
Program (CPP) will remain fully
operational and plans to continue to
work with federal, state and local
partners to purchase and distribute
food to participants in domestic and
international nutrition assistance
programs.
However, many schools and other
institutions are closed across the
country, and there may be other
disruptions at warehouses, ports,
and distribution centers. This
may result in requests to delay or
divert deliveries or provide other
flexibilities.

Farmers are considered
Essential Critical Infrastructure
Workers.

As we all know, agriculture is vital
to our country, and will play a critical
role during the COVID-19 response.
In fact, the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security’s Cybersecurity
and Infrastructure Security Agency
lists Food and Agricultural Workers
as being among the Essential Critical
Infrastructure Workers for the
COVID-19 response. It also lists the
agricultural sector among 16 critical
infrastructure sectors.
In addition to providing safe and
nutritious food for American families,
the agricultural sector also accounts
for roughly one-fifth of our nation’s
economy.
To learn more about the important
role the food and agricultural sector
plays in the COVID-19 response,
please visit www.cisa.gov/food-andagriculture-sector. ■
April/May 2020 CONNECTIONS
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Ag Week Baby Baskets, a welcome gift
Newborns receive gift baskets from
local farmers at hospitals.
The joys of giving birth were not
overshadowed by the COVID-19
pandemic. During National
Agriculture Week, March 22-28, the
newest bundles of joy were presented
with gift baskets at Kishwaukee
and Valley West Hospitals of
Northwestern Medicine. The baskets
were compliments of local farmers
and agricultural organizations.
Based on uncertain times, the
families really enjoyed getting the
baskets this year, said Kristi Demayo,
interim OB director at Kishwaukee
Hospital. “The new moms said it was
‘like getting Easter baskets,’ ” stated
Demayo, anticipating that the holiday
tradition may be short-sided this year
because of the coronavirus.
The gift baskets explained to
families how important agriculture
is to their everyday lives. In a few
years their baby will understand the
connection between farming, food
and fiber.
Gift baskets were filled with
products which originate on the farm
or are representative of production
agriculture. The ag basket contents
included: baby wipes and bath wash
(glycerin), a bib (soybeans), corn
snacks (corn), board books and
ag magazines (corn starch, wood
pulp), “onesie” (cotton), meat gift
certificates (beef & pork), oatmeal
cereal (oats), ice cream gift card
(dairy), corn-shaped teether (field

Cody, Dani and baby Carsten Atkins received
one of the Ag Week Baby Baskets at
Kishwaukee Hospital. Carsten was born during
National Agriculture Week, on March 22. The
family from Kingston was one of 20 families
that received the ag baskets.

corn), Farm Matching Game (farm
images/words) tractor-shaped and
corn-shaped stress relievers (tractors
& corn) and a pig/cow stuffed animal
(livestock).
National Agriculture Week is a time to
call attention to how agriculture impacts
our lives and also recognize its role
in our local communities. Production
agriculture contributes significantly
to the local economy and additionally
provides jobs and generates tax dollars.
Sponsors of the Ag Week Baby
Baskets included: DeKalb Area
Pork Producers, DeKalb County
Corn & Soybean Growers, DeKalb
County Lamb & Wool Producers,
DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s
Association, Kishwaukee Dairy
Herd Improvement Association
and the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau. ■
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Farm income outlook declines with COVID-19
Sales of ag commodities
could pick up whenever
social distancing measures
and business restrictions
driven by the threat of the
Coronavirus pandemic ease.

But it may not be enough
to bring farm returns back to
pre-COVID-19 expectations
for 2020.
Rob Johansson, USDA
chief economist, discussed
the economic impact of the pandemic
during a webinar hosted by the
University of Illinois farmdoc team.
“In our February outlook, net
returns were slightly higher, with
lower government payments and crop
insurance indemnities,” Johansson
said. “We thought we’d see a better
year on the crop side and livestock
side.
“Now, we’re looking at a forecast
(generated by the private sector) with
significant declines,” he noted. “The

planting more
corn acres in 2020
Farmers are planting this year’s
crops despite the uncertainty with
spring weather and an economic
downturn from the COVID-19
pandemic.
In Illinois, acreage is expected
to increase by 8 percent for corn
and 6 percent for soybeans from
last year based on an extremely
wet season and farmers choosing
prevent plant insurance.
DeKalb County corn acres were
reduced 23 percent last year and
the county was the third leading
county in Illinois in prevent
plant acres. In an average year,
about 216,000 acres of corn and
118,000 acres of soybeans are
grown in the county. ■

second quarter U.S. GDP could be
reduced as much as 25%.”
USDA’s February outlook projected
a $3.1 billion bump in net farm
income this year to $96.7 billion.
Since that time, hog, cattle and
dairy prices plunged 25% to 36%,
ethanol returns fell into the red (with
production estimates down as much
as 1.5 billion gallons for the year)
and soybean and corn futures prices
declined 8% to 14%. U.S. jobless
claims also soared to record highs.
Meanwhile, the U.S. dollar
appreciated against other currencies,
which could have negative
implications on ag trade.
“Even though the U.S. economy
is facing challenges, a lot of other
economies are also sustaining
a significant impact (from the
pandemic), which translates into a
stronger dollar,” Johansson said. “It
will have implications for agricultural
trade going forward.”
So, how long could it take for the
ag economy to recover from the
ongoing demand shock?
Johansson compared it to the Great
Recession of 2008-09, which featured
a $25 billion cut in food expenditures
at the low point and caused a
dramatic decline in ag commodity
receipts.
“This is fairly indicative of what
we might see,” he said. “A dramatic
decline of ag commodity receipts,

This year is comparable to the
Great Recession of 2008-09,
which featured a $25 billion cut in
food expenditures at the low point
and caused a dramatic decline in
ag commodity receipts.
Rob Johansson
USDA chief economist

then a fairly quick recovery moving
out into 2021 and 2022.”
Gary Schnitkey, U of I professor
and Soybean Industry Chair of
Agricultural Strategy, estimates farm
returns in Illinois this year reversed
from a slight profit (around $2,000)
to a current estimate of minus$57,000. Those estimates are based
on trendline yields and could increase
due to either higher yields or the
return of Market Facilitation Program
payments.
Meanwhile, if farmers still hold
about 30% of old crop, Schnitkey
estimates they lost about $20 per acre
from the economic collapse caused
by the pandemic.
“We’re seeing a worsening net
income situation,” he said. “Much
can happen yet. Caution is in store
given COVID-19.”
USDA estimates farm debt could
reach $425.3 billion this year. ■
Source: Illinois Farm Bureau
April/May 2020 CONNECTIONS
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2019 –– A year to Forget
Scott Newport, Farm Business Farm Management Specialist

Last year’s crop year was plagued
by record precipitation leaving idle
corn acres.
The 2019 growing season was
unprecedented in terms of the number
of prevent plant acres and late planted
crops. About 50,000 acres in DeKalb
County were not planted in 2019.
Most of the corn and soybeans were
planted in early June.
The central part of DeKalb County
had the highest levels of prevent
planting. Some farms in that area
were not able to plant any corn. There
was some corn planted in late April
and some parts of the county were
able to plant in marginal conditions
one day in mid-May.
The frustration of continuous
rainfall and delayed planting or
prevented planting made 2019 a year
most farmers would like to forget.
Some of the corn and soybeans
that were planted late produced
surprising good yields while others
were disappointingly low and with
higher moisture levels. Many acres of
soybeans were harvested at moisture
levels well above typical harvest
levels.

The average corn yield for DeKalb
County FBFM was 199 bushels per
acre while the NASS-USDA average
for DeKalb County was 189. In spite
of a wet spring and late planting, the
DeKalb County FBFM corn yield
was the sixth highest on record.
DeKalb County soybean yields
were 59 and 56 for FBFM and
NASS-USDA averages, respectively.
DeKalb County wheat yields
were 85 and 57 for FBFM and
NASS-USDA averages, respectively.
The unplanted acres, the decline
in yields, along with sharply higher
drying costs reduced farm earnings
to their lowest levels in several years.
Labor and Management Income
declined to -$21,688 for DeKalb
County FBFM farms in 2019.
Crop input costs among Northern
Illinois FBFM farms were largely
unchanged in 2019 at $231 per acre.
Hog farm incomes were weak but
slightly higher than the losses realized
in 2018. Dairy farm incomes were
also higher in 2019 as milk prices
recovered somewhat from their 2018
lows. Beef farm incomes declined
again in 2019 as feeding margins
shrunk further.

DeKalb County Farm Data – 2019
FBFM
USDA
Corn ......................... 199 bu. ................189 bu.
Soybeans ................... 59 bu. ..................56 bu.
Wheat ........................ 85 bu. ..................57 bu.
Ave. Farm Size ........1,305 acres
Crop Returns ...........$687/acre

Sources: DeKalb County FBFM (based on 140,000 acres), Illinois FBFM, US Department of Agriculture Ag Statistics
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“The frustration of continuous
rainfall and delayed planting or
prevented planting made 2019 a
year most farmers would like to
forget.”
Recent global instability has pushed
virtually all agricultural commodity
prices lower. Unless grain prices
move sharply higher, crop yields
in 2020 will have to be near record
levels in order to avoid another
decline in earnings. ■

Crop Comparisons
Last year, farmers planted 23
percent fewer corn acres amounting
to nearly 50,000 idle corn acres. Most
of those lost corn acres were planted
with oats as a cover crop.
In 2020, weather permitting,
farmers will plant an average of
216,000 acres of corn in DeKalb
County.
Soybean acres weren’t
compromised last year mainly
because soybeans can be planted later
and still produce an average crop. The
wet season pushed soybean planting
well into June in 2019.
This year, an estimated 118,000
acres of soybeans will be planted in
DeKalb County. ■

FArM COUNTry

Farm Safety
Camp for Kids

New Date!
Farm Safety Camp
July 22
Jonamac Orchard, Malta
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Teaching rural children how to work
and play safely in the country is
what Farm Safety Camp is all about.
Farm Safety Camp is scheduled
for Wednesday, July 22 at Jonamac
Orchard in rural Malta from 9 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m.
The camp is open to rural children
ages 8 to 12 years.
Children will learn how to
recognize potential dangers present
in the country and around the farm
and develop respect for these hazards
in interactive sessions. The sessions
will focus on ATVs, animals,
bicycles, chemicals, electricity, farm
machinery, fire, first aid and rescue,
grain bin and grain wagons, hearing,
lawn mowers and garden tractors,
and semi-truck/trailer safety.
Qualified local experts will discuss
important messages at each of the 12
safety stations positioned outdoors
around the orchard.

To register for Farm Safety Camp
go to www.dekalbfarmbureau.org/
event/fsc or complete the form at
the Farm Bureau office by July 1.

New this year is added
emphasis on grain bin safety. At
the end of the camp, Stateline
Farm Rescue will demonstrate
entrapment and rescue
procedures using their grain bin
simulator. Parents are welcome
to attend this portion of the
camp at 2:30 p.m.
Registration forms for camp
are now available at the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau office,

New this year! Stateline Farm Rescue will demonstrate entrapment
and rescue procedures using their grain bin simulator. Parents are
welcome to attend this portion of the camp at 2:30 p.m.

or on the Farm Bureau website:
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org/fsc.
Registration is due at Farm Bureau
by Wednesday, July 1.
Registration fee is $10 per camper
or $20 per family. Fee includes a
t-shirt, lunch and materials.
Camp hosts are Mary Lynn, Jerry,
Kevin and Denice McArtor and
Mike and Jenna Spychal.
Farm Safety Camp is being
sponsored by the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau with support from
the COUNTRY Financial DeKalb
Agency, Conserv FS and ComEd in
cooperation with local businesses
and organizations.
For more information, contact the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau office,
815-756-6361.■
April/May 2020 CONNECTIONS
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FAMIly hEAlTh

Springtime Cooking

Spring is a time of hope as nature emerges from its long winters rest.
Now more than ever this symbol of hope is welcomed to all of us.
Get out in your yard or garden and look for the beautiful first sprouts,
buds showing themselves off ready to offer us nutrition to lighten us
after winter.
It’s a great time to plant the cool weather vegetables like spinach,
radishes, pea pods. Watch for the return of the chives, onion sprouts,
garlic shoots, arugula rocketing out of the earth.
So, lets get cooking. This recipe is a wonderful fast spring supper or
lunch. It’s delicious leftover and very economical.

leek and Asparagus Crispy rice
Adapted from Marthastewart.com

1 tablespoon butter
2 tablespoons olive oil
Rachel Koroscik and Jo Cessna teach classes on
2 cups chopped leeks, white part only
healthy eating, healthy cooking and healthy lifestyles
8 ounces asparagus, trimmed and
at the Leishman Center at Kishwaukee Hospital.
cut into 2-inch pieces
3 cups cooked brown rice
1 teaspoon grated lemon zest,
plus 1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice
1 cup frozen peas, thawed
Join us at The Leishman Center
1/3 cup Parmesan shreds, plus more
for Culinary Health cooking.
for serving if desired
Learn with friends or make new ones.
1/3 cup parsley and chives, chopped fine for garnishing
It’s a great place to connect.
Sea salt and black pepper to taste
Check our calendar for
Optional: Fry 4 eggs and chop to serve with dish or 1 cup cannellini beans
up-to-date scheduling of events:
1. Heat large skillet over medium heat, add butter and 1 tablespoon olive
Kish-calendar.nm.org
oil. Add prepared leeks, season with salt and pepper and cook stirring
often. In about 3 to 4 minutes, they will become translucent; add the
prepared asparagus.
2. Add ½ cup water and reduce heat to low, cover and cook until asparagus
is bright green and just tender, about 3 minutes. Uncover and increase
heat to high and cook until most of liquid has evaporated, about
1 minute. Transfer to a bowl.
3. Return skillet to high heat; add 1 tablespoon oil. Spread rice in a single
Jo’s tip for cooking rice: I love to
layer; cook, undisturbed until crisp in places about 4 minutes.
bake rice. Put 1 cup rinsed rice in
4. Stir in leek mixture, lemon zest and juice, peas, cheese and herbs.
oven safe dish with a tight ﬁtting lid
Taste and adjust salt and pepper.
and add 2¾ cups water and a pinch
5. If using eggs/beans, stir in.
of salt. Bake at 350 degrees for
6. Serve garnished with more cheese and sprinkles of herbs.
1 hour. Rice is perfectly baked. ■
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A Day of Giving

Give to the Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture!
Today, children are several
generations removed from the farm.
Their only connection to farming
may be through the food which they
consume.
Farm Bureau’s mission is to
connect children and adults to
agriculture with accurate, up-to-date
information about food production
and farming practices.
Give DeKalb County is an
opportunity to support the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Foundation

through a 24-hour fundraising event
with local nonprofits. Your donation
can go towards Ag in the Classroom
supplies, teacher resources, combine
rides, student farm field trips, student
scholarships or other worthwhile
local programs!
On May 7 consider a donation to
the Farm Bureau Foundation. Visit
www.GiveDeKalbCounty.org to
donate online.
No walk-in donations will
be accepted this year. Offline

$25

$50

PLANT – Ag in the
Classroom Supplies

$75

NURTURE – Teacher
Resources

$100

CULTIVATE – Student
Farm Field Trips

donations will be accepted by
mail at the DeKalb County
Community Foundation, 475
DeKalb Ave., Sycamore, IL 60178
(postmarked by May 7). Go to www.
GiveDeKalbCounty.org to print and
complete a donation form and then
mail with a check to the Community
Foundation.
Your support helps the community
connect to agriculture. ■

GROW – Combine
Rides for Families

$200

HARVEST – Student
Scholarships

April/May 2020 CONNECTIONS
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Students create ag drawings for cover contest
What does agriculture look like to an elementary student? As part of Farm
Bureau’s new cover design contest, students showed us by drawing
illustrations depicting agriculture.
In 1990, DeKalb County Farm Bureau launched a poster contest for elementary
students. Three years later, it became a t-shirt design contest. In 2002, students were

asked to design placemats.
This year the contest was
transformed again, becoming
the CONNECTIONS Magazine
Cover Design Contest.
What hasn’t changed in all
that time is that DeKalb County
children are still employing their
artistic talents to illustrate their
knowledge of agriculture. In
doing so, they are much more
likely to remember what they
have learned.
The contest is designed to
encourage elementary teachers
to incorporate lessons about
agriculture. While the theme for
each grade correlates with Ag in
the Classroom lessons presented
by Farm Bureau volunteers
earlier in the year, many teachers
augment student learning with
ag-focused books, videos, and
class discussions. ►

Grand Prize Winner
2nd Grade
1st Place
Micaella Stover
Southeast School

Teacher, Mrs. Lysa Wright
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Once they’ve gained an
understanding of the topic,
students reinforce what they’ve
learned by creating their
magazine cover designs.
Design themes remain the
same as in the past. They
include: 1st grade – “If I were a
Farmer,” 2nd grade – “Thanks
to Dairy Cows,” 3rd grade –
“Farm Grown,” 4th grade –
“I’m Connected to Agriculture,”
and 5th grade – “Agriculture
Careers.”
Forty teachers from 14 schools
submitted 653 student designs
for the contest in March. Entries
were judged by the Farm
Bureau Ag Literacy Committee.
Members of the committee
reviewed the designs by grade
level, selecting first, second, and
third place winners and up to five
honorable mention recipients per
grade.
Of the five first place winners,
Farm Bureau staff then selected
the design most suitable for the
CONNECTIONS Magazine
cover to be the grand prize
winner.
This year’s cover contest grand
prize winner is Micaella Stover.
Her design is shown on the front
cover (and on opposite page).
Micaella submitted the winning
entry for second grade entitled,
“Thanks to Dairy Cows.”
She is a student at Southeast
Elementary in Sycamore and her
teacher is Mrs. Lysa Wright. ►

653 Students from 14 schools
entered the new cover design
contest for a chance to be
featured on the cover of
CONNECTIONS magazine.

1st Grade
1st Place
Charlie Knaak
Cortland Elementary

Teacher, Ms. Amy Haeseker

3rd Grade
1st Place
Sydney Smith
Indian Creek Elementary

Teacher, Mrs. Maria Campbell/

April/May 2020 CONNECTIONS
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continued

First place winners in each
of the other grades included:
First Grade – Charlie Knaak
of Cortland Elementary; Third
Grade – Sydney Smith of Indian
Creek Elementary; Fourth Grade
– James Bend of Indian Creek
Elementary and Fifth Grade –
Everet Hulthen of Indian Creek
Middle School. (See opposite
page for a complete list of
winners.) Their designs are
shown on these pages and the
back cover.
First through third place
winners received gift cards,
honorable mention recipients
earned special certificates,
and all entrants will receive
participation ribbons.
CONNECTIONS magazines
will be provided to all the first
place winners. ►

4th Grade
1st Place
James Bend
Indian Creek Elementary
Teacher, Mrs. Tara Faivre

“... drawing is superior
to activities such as
reading or writing because
it forces the person to
process information
in multiple ways:
visually, kinesthetically,
and semantically. …
researchers found drawing
information to be a
powerful way to boost
memory, increasing recall
by nearly double.”
Terada, Youki. “The Science of Drawing
and Memory.” Edutopia, George Lucas
Educational Foundation, 14 Mar. 2019.

5th Grade
1st Place
Everet Hulthen
Indian Creek
Middle School

Teacher, Mrs. Martha Johnson
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Cover Design Winners
1st -- 3rd place

1st Grade

3rd Grade

5th Grade

Teacher, Ms. Amy Haeseker

Teacher, Mrs. Maria Campbell/
Mrs. Ashley Clementi

Teacher, Mrs. Martha Johnson

1st Place - Charlie Knaak
Cortland Elementary
2nd Place - Harper Miner
Cortland Elementary
Teacher, Mrs. Leslie Larson

3rd Place - Anthonella
Cortland Elementary
Teacher, Mrs. Vicki Bock

2nd Grade

1st Place - Micaella Stover
Southeast School
Teacher, Mrs. Lysa Wright

2nd Place - Andrea Pacheco
Indian Creek Elementary
Teacher, Mrs. Susan Foster

3rd Place - Maci Bjornson
Indian Creek Elementary
Teacher, Mrs. Susan Foster

1st Place - Sydney Smith
Indian Creek Elementary

1st Place - Everet Hulthen
Indian Creek Middle School

2nd Place - Raegan Martin
Indian Creek Elementary
Teacher, Mrs. Maria Campbell/
Mrs. Ashley Clementi

2nd Place - Emily White
Indian Creek Middle School
Teacher Mrs. Martha Johnson

3rd Place - Ally Keilman
Indian Creek Middle School

3rd Place - Ashley Estrada
Indian Creek Elementary

Teacher, Mrs. Mary Mokry

Teacher, Mrs. Julie Headley

4th Grade

1st Place - James Bend
Indian Creek Elementary
Teacher, Mrs. Tara Faivre

2nd Place - Maya Selimbegovic
North Grove Elementary
Teacher, Mrs. Allyson Holder

3rd Place - Evie Pasetti
Indian Creek Elementary

Thanks to all the
students and their teachers
who participated!

Teacher, Ms. Joann Pardridge

Honorable Mention
1st Grade

3rd Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade

Teacher, Mrs. Brenda Lucca

Teacher, Mrs. Julie Headley

Teacher, Ms. Joann Pardridge

Teacher, Mrs. Mary Mokry

Brooklyn Williams
North Grove Elementary

Gretta Oziah
Indian Creek Middle School

Micah Balch
Kingston Elementary

Madison Carlock
Indian Creek Elementary

Blake Peterson
Indian Creek Elementary

Alani Calderon
Indian Creek Elementary

Avriella Johnson
Cortland Elementary

Jae Roller
Indian Creek Elementary

Teacher, Miss Cora Vandermeer

Teacher, Mrs. Vicki Bock

IsaBella Espinoza
Cortland Elementary
Teacher, Mrs. Vicki Bock

2nd Grade

Finley McDonald
Southeast School

Teacher, Mrs. Julie Lovett

Teacher, Mrs. Maria Campbell/
Mrs. Ashley Clementi

Kendra Buh
Indian Creek Elementary

Teacher, Mrs. Maria Campbell/
Mrs. Ashley Clementi

Sophia Tice
Indian Creek Elementary

Teacher, Mrs. Allyson Holder

Riley Wilson
Indian Creek Middle School

Teacher, Mrs. Mary Mokry ■

Rachael Reboletti
North Grove Elementary
Teacher, Mrs. Allyson Holder

Blake Ramsden
Jefferson Elementary
Teacher, Miss Brenda Woker

Gianae Estremera
Indian Creek Elementary
Teacher, Mrs. Tara Faivre

Teacher, Mrs. Mary Strohm

Shailyn Schroeder
Southeast School

Teacher, Mrs. Mary Strohm

Payton Yaggie
Indian Creek Elementary
Teacher, Mrs. Susan Foster

Kamryn Moss
Prairie View Elementary

Teacher, Mrs. Kim Gudmunson

www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy committee
judged 653 student entries for the
cover contest.
April/May 2020 CONNECTIONS
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scholarships

Scholarships for college students
Farm Bureau Foundation will award up to 22 scholarships.
College students, here’s your chance to apply for
scholarships to help with the cost of your college
education. Seven different scholarships are available to
students of Farm Bureau member families through the
Farm Bureau Foundation.

For college sophomores, juniors & seniors
Ag Discipline Scholarships – These ag scholarships are
available to college students in agriculture-related degree
programs. Up to four scholarships valued at $1,200 each
will be awarded to college sophomores, juniors and
seniors with aspirations of an agricultural career. The Ag
Discipline scholarships have been awarded annually by
Farm Bureau since 1989.
Bob & Norma Wildenradt
Ag Scholarship – Bob and
Norma Wildenradt established
this scholarship in 2020 to
benefit a student majoring in
an ag-related field of study in
pursuit of a future career in
agriculture. The Wildenradts
of Sycamore have a real
affinity for agriculture and
passion for assisting young
people. One, $2,000 scholarship will be awarded to a
student in their sophomore, junior or senior year enrolled
at a college in the state of Illinois.
DeKalb Ag Scholarship – The DeKalb Ag Scholarship
was developed in 2020 to pay tribute to the DeKalb Ag
company which originated in DeKalb, Illinois. Initial
donations to this scholarship were provided by the
DeKalb Ag Alumni Association and its members to carry
on the ag company’s namesake. This $1,200 scholarship
is for college students in their sophomore, junior or senior
year with an agriculture-related degree and eventually a
career in agriculture.

For medical students
Medical Scholarships – The Medical Scholarship
program, started in 1975, assists students with their
medical degrees. Funds for these scholarships were
derived from a trust fund of the DeKalb County
Producers Supply Company, an affiliated Farm Bureau
company which used to provide vaccines and livestock
22
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Students may apply online at: PlantALegacy.org/
scholarships.
These scholarships are available to students who are
studying agriculture, science, medicine and any field of
study. Deadline to apply is June 12.

For college juniors & seniors
Arden & Dorothy Baie
Scholarships – These
scholarships were established in
memory of Arden and Dorothy
Baie of Waterman by their
daughters in 2015. The Baie farm
couple were avid supporters of
agriculture and education. The
Baie Scholarship is available to
college juniors and seniors pursuing any field of study.
Two, $1,200 scholarships will be awarded to deserving
students.
Orville A. Olson Ag Scholarship –
The Olson family created this
scholarship in 2019 in memory of
their father, Orville A. Olson, a
lifelong Cortland farmer. Orville’s
legacy continues with this endowed
scholarship earmarked for a
deserving agricultural student. One
$1,200 scholarship will be awarded
to a college junior or senior majoring in an agriculturerelated degree and seeking a career in a field of agriculture.
Robert Morley Science Scholarships – A former DeKalb
science teacher, Robert Morley gifted the Farm Bureau
Foundation with a generous endowment for scholarships
upon his passing. The first science-related scholarships
were awarded in 2007. Multiple scholarships of $1,200
each are awarded annually to juniors and seniors in college
majoring in a field of science.

supplies for farmers in the 1930s-1960s. The scholarships
are available to students studying to become physicians,
optometrists, nurses, dentists and other medical
professions. A student must currently be in medical school
or accepted to medical school or in a four-year nursing
program. Two, $2,000 scholarships will be awarded
annually. ■

SChOlArShIpS

Dairy Girl

From a DeKalb farm to Purina,
Dr. Katie Boesche is all about dairy.
“Growing up in the dairy industry
I always appreciated the dedication,
perseverance and tenacity of dairy
farmers and I knew I wanted to
support this business in some way,”
said Katie Boesche, Ph.D. “My
family’s dairy farm helped me
relate to the dairy producers I’m
helping today.”
Katie is a dairy technical support
consultant with the Purina Animal
Nutrition Research Center in the
St. Louis vicinity. She serves as a
liaison between research, sales and
marketing teams for dairy.

“Receiving the Farm Bureau
scholarships (Ag Discipline
and Senior Scholarship) was
extremely valuable as I would
not have been able to obtain my
position without my degrees. It
was a great opportunity for a
financially insecure student just
starting out!”
Specifically, she provides input
on research trial design, creates
content for technical or sales
bulletins and articles, and hosts
training seminars on products or
nutrition concepts.
“I love my job and envisioned a
position like this before I knew it
was an actual opportunity,” said
Katie. “I realized during graduate
school I am not cut out for running
experiments in a lab every day, but
with that training and background I
believe I’m now better equipped to
translate scientific information and
make a practical difference.”

Katie Boesche remains connected to the dairy industry in her role as dairy technical
support consultant with the Purina Animal Nutrition Research Center based in the St.
Louis area. The dairy girl received Farm Bureau’s Ag Discipline Scholarships during
her junior and senior years of her undergraduate studies at the University of Illinois.

Katie values her education which
helped shape her career. The DeKalb
High School graduate chose Midwest
colleges for her higher education path.
She earned her bachelor’s degree in
animal science from the University
of Illinois and her master’s degree in
mammory growth and development
from The Ohio State University. She
completed her Ph.D. from Purdue
University studying fatty acid and
metabolism.
Now, 33, Katie looks back on her
educational pursuits. “Receiving
the Farm Bureau scholarships (Ag
Discipline and Senior Scholarship)
was extremely vauable as I would not
have been able to obtain my position
without my degrees. It was a great
opportunity for a financially insecure
student just starting out!”
The dairy girl also reflects back
on her days as an intern with the

DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
She says her two college summers
at Farm Bureau assisting with
ag literacy and the Ag in the
Classroom program had a big
influence on her. The internship
was a natural fit for her with her
dairy farm background, leadership
experiences in 4-H and FFA,
and as an Ag in the Classroom
presenter during her high school
years.
Her parents are DeKalb farmers
Jim and Carol Boesche and she
has one sister, Angie. Katie
currently resides in St. Louis, MO.
Her fiancé Mat also works in the
ag industry as a senior project
manager at GSI.
Katie exudes a sense of pride
knowing that she is helping dairy
farmers every day at Purina. ■
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AG lITErACy

At-home Ag literacy
“Mom, I don’t have anything to DO.”
You probably wish you had a dollar for every time you’ve heard
your kids say that in the past month. And, chances are they’ll still
be home for at least a couple more weeks.
What to do? We’ve gathered some online ag literacy resources to
give your kids new options. Hopefully, at least one of these ideas
will keep them engaged long enough to give you a well-earned
break!

Family AG-tivities
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
www.growyoungminds.org

Have you checked out our Ag Literacy
website? Click on “Family AG-tivities”
to download and print our Farm Matching
Game, read the new DeKalb County
Farmers Ag Mag, and explore some of our
favorite ag videos and virtual farm tours.

Farmers 2050
Nutrien

www.farmers2050.com
Can you sustainably
feed a growing
population? Create your
own virtual farm! Go to
the App Store or Google
Play to install this free
animated game on your
phone or tablet.
Sponsored by Nutrien in partnership with National Agriculture
in the Classroom, National FFA, Nutrients for Life, and others,
Farmers 2050 has no pop-up ads or in-app purchases.

At Home Ag-tivities

American Farm Bureau
Foundation for Agriculture
https://www.agfoundation.
org/news/at-home-ag-tivites
Read (on-screen or by
downloading and printing)
3rd-5th grade chapter books
like “The Cow Conundrum”
from Feeding Minds Press.
Watch a read-aloud of the book
“How Did That Get in My
Lunchbox?” You can even print
and play a Farm 2 Cart board
game.
This page also links to AFBF’s My American Farm website,
where over two dozen online games can be found for K-5
students.
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eLearning
National Agriculture in the Classroom
https://www.agclassroom.org/
eLearning/index.cfm
Activities from the National
Agricultural Literacy Curriculum
Matrix have been adapted for families to
implement at home, like making desktop
greenhouses to grow lettuce or creating
bioplastic from corn oil and starch. Find
out “Who Grew My Soup?” by seeing
the book read aloud and doing related
activities. ►

ag literacy

How Does it Grow?
True Food TV

www.youtube.com - Search for “How Does it Grow?”
Pumpkins, peppers, and peaches, oh my! Also oranges,
cranberries, mushrooms, and more are explored in the How
Does it Grow videos. Host Nicole Jolly takes viewers to farms
around the country to learn how the produce we love is grown.

Everyday Agriculture
Illinois Agriculture
in the Classroom

https://beyondthebarndoor.
wordpress.com/category/
everyday-agriculture/
Each “shelter at home”
school day, Illinois Agriculture
in the Classroom staff are
posting videos and activity
ideas based on a theme. One of
our favorite themes is “Ag in
my Cabinet,” which includes a
scavenger hunt-style BINGO
game and a hands-on STEM
activity making a lava lamp
with corn oil and other
household items. Options are
provided for early elementary
as well as upper elementary
and middle school-aged
students. ■

INDOOR BINGO Instructions

1. Cut out the BINGO card. Use a glue stick to attach it to a scrap of cardboard.
2. Find pennies to use as markers. Place a penny on the Free Space.
3. Search your cupboards for items on the card. Each time you find one, cover
its picture with a penny.
4. When you have 5 pennies in a horizontal, vertical, or diagonal row, you’ve
got a BINGO!

Bonus challenge #1:
Can you find every item on the card?
Bonus challenge #2:
Choose at least one item and research
how it is connected to farming.

April/May 2020 CONNECTIONS
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Growing Knowledge of Agriculture in the Classroom
Teaching:
School: Founders Elementary, DeKalb
Grade: Fourth

Mrs. Pam Bybee

Subjects: All Subjects

Personal:

Number of years teaching: 32 years

Hometown: Lee

Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy connection: I have utilized the Ag in the Classroom
presentations, attended the Summer Ag Institute at the Farm Bureau, and I am the
Ag Literacy Ambassador for Founders Elementary.

Family: Husband, Joe with IL Dept. of
Agriculture; children Lizzy (Nathan) – art
teacher in Rochester, Andrew – graphic
designer in Chicago, Sam – with Pizzo &
Associates; grandchildren Jack, Evie, Joey,
Henry.

What is your favorite unit to teach? I love teaching the chick embryology unit. It is
such a joy, every year, to share the process of metamorphosis. Learning about the
life cycle instills the importance of patience and responsibility toward living things.
What do you enjoy most about teaching? Relationships are what I most enjoy
about teaching. I enjoy the interactions, learning from them, and helping them to see
a connection to their own lives.
What is something unique that you do in your classroom? I bring in nature items
from our family farm so the children can experience something new. Examples
include: beehive frames, milkweed pods, monarch butterﬂy caterpillars and more.
Why is it important for students to learn about food and farming? Food is
essential to life so it is important to understand where it comes from.

College/Degree(s): Bachelor’s Degree in
Elementary Education from Eastern Illinois
University; Master’s Degree as a Reading
Specialist from Eastern Illinois University,
and additional credit hours in outdoor
education, classroom management, and
Spanish
What did you want to be when you grew
up? I’ve known I wanted to be a teacher
since I was in first grade. I took my math
workbook home, without asking, and
graded it myself.

Favorites:
Quote: “Whatever you are, be a good one!”
Abraham Lincoln
Hobbies: Flower gardening, jigsaw puzzles,
camping, reading, painting, travelling
Book: “Little House in the Big Woods” by
Laura Ingalls Wilder
Sports team: Chicago Cubs
Movie: “On Golden Pond”
Travel destination: I have traveled to all
50 states. Now, I’d like to go to the Major
League baseball parks. ■
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prIME TIMErS

Music by the hix Brothers Ukulele Band
Don’t miss this musical show
coming in June.
Farm Bureau members are invited
to hear the Hix Brothers Ukulele
Band perform “Music of the Pioneers
of Rock and Roll” on Monday, June
1.
The Hix Brothers Ukulele Band
was formed in 2011 at Hix Brothers
Music in Aurora. The group has
grown to more than 30 members of
all ages who meet once or twice a
week to practice and learn new songs.
The band, led by Carl Hix, plays a
wide variety of songs: Hawaiian, rock
and roll, contemporary, even a show
tune now and then.
They will perform in the Farm
Bureau Theater at 1 p.m. All Farm
Bureau members are welcome to
attend.

The Hix Brothers Ukulele Band, with some of its 30 members, will entertain Prime Timers
on June 1 at DeKalb County Farm Bureau. Members may register for the luncheon and
program by May 26.

Prior to their performance, Prime
Timers will have lunch in the
auditorium beginning at 12-noon.

Lunch fee is $7, payable in advance by
May 26 at the Farm Bureau office. Prime
Timers is open to members 55+ years. ■

The Convertibles entertain at prime Timers BBQ in July
Mark your calendar for the annual
Farm Bureau Prime Timers BBQ
on Monday, July 13 featuring The
Convertibles. Registration opens on
June 1.
The BBQ begins at 5:30 p.m.
with a pork chop and chicken

dinner in the Farm Bureau Auditorium
followed by The Convertibles musical
entertainment at 6:45 p.m. in the
theater.
The Convertibles quartet has roots
in four-part barbershop harmony
with songs from the ‘50s and ‘60s.

They perform a cappella and
use their voices to generate the
popular doo-wop sound. From the
Chicagoland area, Lou, Ron, Tom
and Glenn sing, share some jokes,
and other surprises.
Cost of the BBQ is $10, payable
by July 7.
Farm Bureau members may
register for the BBQ beginning
June 1 by visiting the Farm Bureau
office. Cash or check accepted. ■

May cancellations
May 4 Prime Timers cancelled.
Those who registered for the
May luncheon and program will
be moved forward to the June 1
program. Hope to see you in June!

The Convertibles quartet will perform their barbershop harmony at the Prime Timers
BBQ on the evening of July 13. For reservations, contact the Farm Bureau office,
beginning June 1.

May 14 Fireside Trip cancelled.
Those who were signed up will be
sent a refund. The Fireside’s Church
Basement Ladies show has been
rescheduled for February 2021.
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All aboard the East Troy railroad
Experience a 14-mile trip through
the beautiful Wisconsin countryside
aboard the East Troy Railroad.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau has
reserved a train car exclusively for

Watch the best
shows in Branson!
Branson Christmas Tour
planned for Nov. 16-19.
Farm Bureau is returning to
Branson to see some of the best
shows for the Christmas season.
The Branson Christmas Tour is
scheduled for Nov. 16-19.
The line-up of shows
includes: The Hughes Brothers,
Lennon Sisters, Jimmy
Osmond, Dutton Family,
Texas Tenors, Brett Family,
Clay Cooper, and Raiding the
Country Vault.
Registration for Branson
opens on Monday, June 1 at
the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau oﬃce.
Cost of the trip for members
is $630 for double occupancy,
$760 for single occupancy.
Price includes 7 shows, 3 nights
hotel accommodations, 6 meals,
motor coach transportation,
luggage handling, and Farm
Bureau staff escort.
A deposit of $300 is due with
registration. Final payment is
due Sept. 30. Trip insurance is
extra.
The trip has been arranged
by Classic Branson Tours and
DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
For a detailed itinerary and to
register visit the Farm Bureau
office or call 815-756-6361. A
limited number of spaces are
available. ■
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Farm Bureau members for a scenic
ride and lunch dining aboard the East
Troy Electric Railroad on Thursday,
July 9.
The lunch charter features a fine
dining experience with a hot served
chicken meal during a leisurely ride
from the East Troy depot to Lower
Phantom Lake. Stretch your legs and
get some photographs at Indianhead
Park in Mukwonago before enjoying
dessert on the return trip to East Troy.
Docents aboard the train will share
the history of the railroad and sites.
After the two-hour train ride, the
group will visit the J. Lauber’s Ice
Cream Parlor in East Troy. There you
will step back in time in this authentic
1920s soda fountain and corner store
with its jukebox and large candy case.
Next stop will be to the Elegant
Farmer bakery and specialty grocery
store in Mukwonago before returning
home.
Cost of this day trip is $80 for
members, $90 for guests, and
includes the railroad ride, train depot
museum, lunch, and roundtrip motor
coach transportation. The motor

coach will depart from Farm Bureau
at 9 a.m. and return by 6 p.m.
Registration for this trip opens
on Monday, May 4. Pending shelterin-place restrictions, the Farm Bureau
office may be closed, so please call
the Farm Bureau office and leave
your name, phone number and the
number of tickets (max. 4) and Farm
Bureau staff will return your call in a
timely basis to confirm reservations
and accept credit card payment. ■

See the Chicago Cubs at Miller park
Hey, Hey, we’ve got Cubs tickets!
Farm Bureau has purchased a
limited number of Cubs tickets for
the Sunday, Aug. 9 game at
Miller Park in Milwaukee,
Wis. The Chicago Cubs
play the Milwaukee
Brewers in a 1:10 game.
We’ve got great seats!
Seats are located along the
first baseline, in Section 110,
Rows 12-15.
Cost of tickets is $115 each and
includes the game ticket and motor
coach transportation. Motor coach
departs DeKalb County Farm Bureau

at 9:30 a.m. and returns following the
game, approximately 7 p.m.
Tickets will be sold beginning
Friday, May 1. Pending
shelter-in-place restrictions,
the Farm Bureau office may
be closed, so please call the
Farm Bureau office and leave
your name, phone number
and number of tickets and Farm
Bureau staff will return your call in
a timely basis to confirm tickets and
accept credit card payment. There
will be a limit of four tickets per
Farm Bureau membership. ■

TrIpS

Back to Belfry for Elvis Tribute
Farm Bureau returns to the Belfry
Theatre for another amazing show!
The Elvis Tribute presented by
Dean Z features a fabulous, upbeat
show at the Belfry Theatre. Dean
Z is a winner of the international
Elvis Tribute Artist competition.
He has traveled all over the world,
and continues to headline in Las
Vegas, dazzling every audience he
encounters with his perfect Elvis
persona.
The King of Rock and Roll lives
on as Dean Z takes you on an eclectic
musical journey into the bygone eras
of soul, rockabilly, rock ‘n’ roll, pop,
and rhythm and blues.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau has
reserved seats for the show at the
Belfry Theatre in Delavan, Wis. on
Saturday evening, Aug. 1.

Before the show, members will
enjoy a delicious prime rib buffet at
the nearby Lake Lawn Resort. Dinner
will feature their prime rib specialty
plus an assortment of other meats,
vegetables, salads and desserts, plus
beverages.
Cost of this Farm Bureau trip is
$117 for members, $127 for guests.
Price includes theater tickets, dinner
and motor coach transportation.
Motor coach departs from Farm
Bureau at 3 p.m. and returns by
10:30 p.m.
Registration for this trip opens
on Monday, June 1 beginning at
8 a.m. at the Farm Bureau oﬃce.
Credit card or check payment will be
accepted. Remaining spaces will be
sold at the Prime Timers luncheon at
11 a.m. the same day and thereafter at
the Farm Bureau office.

A limited number of spaces are
available for this day trip. ■

Take a trip with us to the rocky Coast of Maine
Take a fall trip to the beautiful state
of Maine with the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau and American Classic
Tours, Oct. 13-19.

Along the rocky Atlantic coast
from Portland to Bar Harbor are
charming New England scenes of
seaside villages, lighthouses and

lobster fishermen. This guided tour
is a must for fall foliage and the
rocky Coast of Maine sites and
tours.
Stop by the Farm Bureau office for
a detailed itinerary and to register.
Cost of this trip is $3,398 per
person double occupancy, $3,998
single occupancy. Trip insurance is
extra.
Highlights include: roundtrip
airfare and private group
check-in, 6 nights deluxe hotel
accommodations, 12 meals, deluxe
motor coach transportation, all
attractions and entertainment,
guided sightseeing tours of Maine
and Boston, cruises of Boothbay
Harbor and Frenchman’s Bay, tips
and gratuities, luggage handling,
premier local guides and services of
American Classic Tour director.
Deadline to register for the Maine
Trip is June 30. ■
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A glimpse of local history

Trees of honor
Memorial Day is a day of reflection to honor
those who gave the supreme sacrifice that we
may live in a free nation.
During World War I, the popular honorarium
Trees were planted on Memorial Day to honor soldiers who were killed during
was to plant trees in dedication to the memory of
World War I. Along Lincoln Highway in Waterman, memorial trees stood on
the soldiers killed in the war. Many of the towns
the south side of the highway, 1926, honoring six local soldiers.
in DeKalb County took part in that program.
The thought was these trees would last forever
and would be an impressive way of teaching and perpetuating patriotism. Many
Genoa planted five trees at the
patriotic messages were printed in the Sycamore True Republican to convey the
school grounds for Bayard Brown,
importance of the sacrifice of the soldiers such as “the trees give honor for the
Fred Niss, Tony Nuhr, William
battles fought & the sorrows borne that the nation might be free.”
Wolters, and Leon Roy Listy.
Cortland planted a tree in May of 1919 in honor of Axel Nelson who was
At the east edge of Hinckley,
killed in France during World War I. It was planted in the cemetery, with a
south of the highway, were trees in
reminder from the Sycamore True Republican that “his blood was shed for you.”
honor of Lester and Irvin Wade and
Malta planted four trees at the school grounds in honor of Clarence Quinn,
William Rissman. These trees were
Will Mace, Rudolph Edgren, and Oscar Male.
planted in 1944.
Three elm trees were planted in the public square in Shabbona for Frank
Sycamore planted four trees in
Kelly, William Colby, and George Drury.
the “new park” on West State Street
Along Lincoln Highway in Waterman, six soldiers were honored with trees
in 1924 in honor of Harold Davis,
and the struggle for democracy. The six were: Joe Baker, Ernest Ilsman, Delbert
Frank Carlson, Ray Listy, and Fay
Garner, George Herrick, Conrad Buehler, and Chris Lampe.
Brunner. The trees were eventually
abandoned, and shields removed,
and new trees were planted at the
Municipal Park.
DeKalb’s Huntley Park was the
location of 14 elm trees to honor
soldiers, including two soldiers
from Elva. Later in 1921, 14 trees
were planted in Annie’s Woods.
However, in 1924 the newspaper
reported that four of the trees had
died.
Today, some of these trees still
stand and others are gone. It was
a noble program to give honor to
those who are not with us today
and the sacrifices they made for our
freedom. ■

Memorial trees were planted at Huntley Park in DeKalb, from Prospect Street looking
north east at the row of 14 trees, 1961.
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Information provided by the Joiner
History Room, DeKalb County Archives
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DeKalb County veterinarian:
young Swine Vet of the year
Dr. Wesley Lyons of DeKalb was
honored with the Young Swine
Veterinarian of the Year Award by
the American Association of Swine
Veterinarians (AASV) in March.
The award was presented to Dr.
Lyons during the 51st Annual Meeting
of the AASV in Atlanta, GA. It is
given annually to an AASV member
five or less years post-graduation
who has demonstrated the ideals of
exemplary service and proficiency
early in their career.
Dr. Lyons received his DVM
degree in 2014 from the University
of Tennessee, College of Veterinary
Medicine. Following graduation, Dr.
Lyons moved to Illinois to accept a
position with the Pig Improvement

Company (PIC) where he focused on
genetics.
Dr. Lyons now serves as a Regional
Health Director for Pipestone
Veterinary Services. He works with
pork producers throughout Illinois,
Indiana, and Missouri. He is also a
member of the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau.
Upon acceptance of the award, Dr.
Lyons commented, “I am both humbled
and grateful to be selected for this
honor. Being a swine veterinarian and
being able to work with family farmers
has been fulfilling beyond expectation.”
When asked what the future holds for
Lyons he stated, “I hope to stay in the
swine industry where I can continue
to work with farmers to help maintain
their livelihoods.” ■

Dr. Wesley Lyons
Photo courtesy of American
Association of Swine Veterinarians

Scholarships awarded by ag commodity groups
Two local agricultural organizations are offering scholarships to assist
students with their college education. The deadline to apply for these is
May 1.
The DeKalb Area Pork Producers will be awarding two
scholarships to college students in any field of study who provide a
letter of recommendation from a Pork Producers member.
The DeKalb County Corn and Soybean Growers will provide one
scholarship to a student whose parents/guardians are members of the
Corn or Soybean Association.

Pork Producers Scholarship

The DeKalb Area Pork Producers Association will be awarding two
$750 college scholarships to college students in 2020.
To be eligible, a student must be either a senior in high school or
currently enrolled in college in an undergraduate degree program. A
letter of recommendation is required by a DeKalb Area Pork Producer
member to accompany the application.
To request the scholarship application contact Christian
Thurwanger, Pork Producers president, 815-762-8078,
christianthurwanger@yahoo.com or the Farm Bureau office, 815756-6361. The completed application should be mailed to the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau, 1350 W. Prairie Dr., Sycamore, IL 60178.

Corn & Soybean Growers
Scholarship

The DeKalb County Corn and
Soybean Growers are offering a
college scholarship for students with
an agricultural major.
The $1,000 scholarship is available
to local students who are seniors in
high school or currently in college
and whose parents/guardians are
members of the Corn or Soybean
Association.
To request the scholarship
application contact Phil Montgomery,
Corn and Soybean Growers president,
815-751-7560, philbilly82@gmail.
com or the Farm Bureau office, 815756-6361. The completed application
should be mailed to the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau, 1350 W. Prarie
Dr., Sycamore, IL 60178. ■
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Future Farmer
By Tasha Sims
Tasha Sims’ 3-year-old
son, Garrett, loves to
watch farmers work the
field across from his
house in rural Kingston.
When Garrett saw that a
tractor was out disking,
he ran into the family’s
shop to get on his own
John Deere tractor.
Tasha said Garrett is
currently saving change
in his piggy bank to buy
a real tractor someday.

Capture the Country Photo Contest
• Photo contest is open to local, amateur photographers.
• Take photographs within DeKalb County of anything
that represents country life.
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Enter our 2020 Capture the Country Photo Contest for a chance
to be published in CONNECTIONS magazine.
• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org with a
brief description of the photo’s location and the city you are from.
• Each month a winning photo will be chosen and published in
CONNECTIONS magazine. ■

COUNTRY
Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Preparing for your financial future
and the implications from COVID-19
Working from home may be a new normal,
at least temporarily, for many in our community.
On the other end of the spectrum,
some of our family members and
neighbors are also likely the essential
workers on the front lines in medical
offices and hospitals, grocery stores,
and small businesses that are finding
ways to adapt and serve our needs,
and even out in a nearby field, as our
farmers prepare to begin planting
season.

It’s ok to feel concerned about
your financial security, especially
in times like these. However,
taking proactive steps can help
you make the best of the situation
and should help alleviate stress.
COUNTRY Financial is finding
creative ways to share our thanks
with these essential workers in each
community we serve. Regardless of
where your work puts you during
this time, we all share a common
goal to ensure both our personal and
community’s health and safety.
As we all adapt to a new normal, it
can be easy to feel overwhelmed. A
new COUNTRY Financial Security
Index Survey shows that as of
mid-April, most Americans have
not yet felt the financial impact of
COVID-19, but are concerned as they
look ahead.

Most Americans
still rate their overall
financial security
as good (40%) or
excellent (12%).
However, many
Americans are worried about having
enough income to pay day-to-day
expenses (45%) and saving for an
emergency fund (27%) over saving
for retirement (16%) and investing in
the stock market (5%).
A government stimulus check may
help to ensure financial security.
About one in three Americans (38%)
plan to use the funds for everyday
expenses, while one in five (22%)
plan to save or invest, and one in six
(15%) will pay their mortgage or rent
with it.
While the intent of a stimulus
package is to stimulate the economy,
the funds should go toward your
financial goals, whether it’s paying
down debt, establishing or growing
an emergency fund to cover three to
six months of expenses, or creating
a budget for how you will use the
funds, including how much you will
save versus spend.
It’s ok to feel concerned about your
financial security, especially in times
like these. However, taking proactive
steps can help you make the best of

the situation and should help alleviate
stress.
With it being common for many
parents to now have children
as new “co-workers,” there has
never been a better time to share
conversations with the entire family
about protecting what you have
and planning for future unknowns.
Having regular conversations about
money with your child today can help
set them up for success in the future.
If you’re wondering how to start
financial conversations with the
entire family, or what topics are
age-appropriate for your child, visit
COUNTRYFinancial.com/FinEd or
contact your financial representative’s
office via phone or email. While some
of our representatives are working
from home, they are all meeting
with clients virtually to help review
coverages and financial situations.
If you find yourself with some
down time, consider how you can
make the most of your current
situation and improve your financial
future. ■

www.countryfinancial.com
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Master Gardener program accepting online applicants
For the University of Illinois Extension Master Gardener program, the last
four decades can be measured by the millions of volunteer hours given to
help bring horticultural help to communities across the state.
Today, Master Gardener volunteers—who come from farms, small towns,
suburbs, and cities—offer numerous educational opportunities related to
gardening in nearly every county in the state.
The mission of the Illinois Master Gardener program is “Helping Others
Learn to Grow.” After 60 hours of training in topics such as vegetable
and flower gardening, insect problems, and plant diseases, the volunteers
participate in programs throughout their communities.
Some of those opportunities may include speaking at garden clubs,
civic groups, or schools; answering calls or emails at garden help desks;
establishing demonstration gardens that serve as educational tools; and
educating citizens on how to establish community gardens.
University of Illinois Extension of DeKalb County is now accepting
applications to participate in the Online Master Gardener Training Program.
This online program allows volunteers to complete the training who may
have never been able to in the past due to schedule or time conflicts.
This online, self-guided course for Illinois residents can be completed
any time of day or night. Set aside about
4 hours per week for videos, reading
manual and completing quizzes and the
training will be completed in 14 weeks.
The 2020 Master Gardener Online
Training includes 13 modules — an
34
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introduction and 12 subjectareas. Module topics include:
Botany; Soils and Fertilizers; Plant
Diseases; Entomology; Integrated
Pest Management; Annuals and
Perennials; Trees, Shrubs and Woody
Vines; Lawns; Small and Tree Fruits;
Vegetables; Composting/Organic
Gardening; and Living with Wildlife.
Each module consists of several
videos and an online quiz; therefore,
a strong internet connection is highly
recommended.
Registration for the summer class
is open from now until May 18 and
the class will start on June 1. If you
are interested, contact Judy Hodge,
Extension Program Coordinator for
the Master Gardener program in
DeKalb County at hodg@illinois.edu
for more information or to receive an
application form.
Go to https://master-gardener.
extension.illinois.edu/mgot to read
more about the program. ■

News provided by offices in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture

Aaron Seim, new NRCS District Conservationist
The Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) has a new District
Conservationist. Aaron Seim began his new job last month for DeKalb and
Ogle counties.
He replaces retiree Mike Richolson and
locally will be working out of the Sycamore
field office located in the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau Center for Agriculture.
But this isn’t Aaron’s first time working in
the Sycamore office. He worked for the DeKalb
County Soil and Water Conservation District
in the late 1990s into early 2000 and then was
hired by NRCS. He worked for NRCS in the
county from the Fall of 2003 until the end of
2004.
The last 15 years he has been managing the
Lee County NRCS field office.

“I am excited to be back in the
community, where I was born and
raised. I am looking forward to
getting reacquainted with those I
have worked with in the past and
working for those of you I have
not met,” said Aaron.
NRCS works with America’s
farmer and rural landowners to
conserve the nation’s soil, water,
air and other natural resources. All
the programs offered are voluntary
and provide science-based
solutions that benefit both the
producer and the environment. ■

Aaron Seim

FSA makes business changes for customers
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) county offices are open in Illinois
by phone appointment only until further notice, and FSA staff is available to
continue helping producers with program signups, loan servicing and other
important actions. Additionally, FSA is relaxing the loan-making process and
adding flexibilities for servicing direct and guaranteed
loans to provide credit to producers in need.
FSA is delivering programs and services, including:
• Farm loans;
• Commodity loans;
• Farm Storage Facility Loan program;
• Disaster assistance programs, including signup for the Wildfire and
Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus (this includes producers now eligible
because of losses due to drought and excess moisture in 2018 and 2019);
• Safety net programs, including 2020 signup for the Agriculture Risk
Coverage and Price Loss Coverage programs;
• Conservation programs; and
• Acreage reports.

Relaxing the Farm Loan-Making Process

FSA is relaxing the loan-making process, including:
• Extending the deadline for applicants to complete farm loan applications;
• Preparing Direct Loans documents even if FSA is unable to complete lien
and record searches because of closed government buildings. Once those
searches are complete, FSA would close the loan; and
• Closing loans if the required lien position on the primary security is
perfected, even for loans that require additional security and those lien
searches, filings and recordings cannot be obtained because of closed
government buildings.

Servicing Direct Loans

FSA is extending deadlines for producers to respond to loan servicing
actions, including loan deferral consideration for financially distressed and
delinquent borrowers.

FSA will temporarily suspend
loan accelerations, non-judicial
foreclosures, and referring
foreclosures to the Department of
Justice. The U.S. Attorney’s Office
will make the determination whether
to stop foreclosures and evictions on
accounts under its jurisdiction.

Servicing Guaranteed Loans

Guarantee lenders can self-certify,
providing their borrowers with:
• Subsequent-year operating loan
advances on lines of credit;
• Emergency advances on lines of
credit.
FSA will consider guaranteed
lender requests for:
• Temporary payment deferral
consideration when borrowers do not
have a feasible plan reflecting that
family living expenses, operating
expenses and debt can be repaid; and
• Temporary forbearance
consideration for borrowers on loan
liquidation and foreclosure actions.
FSA encourages producers to
contact their county office to discuss
these programs. For Service Center
contact information, visit farmers.
gov/coronavirus. If you have
questions call the local office at 815756-3234, ext. 3. ■
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Slow Down, Share the Road
Together, let’s make it a SAFE planting season!

It’s spring and farmers are busy planting corn and soybeans.
As you drive by farm fields be cognizant of farmers working
and watch for farm vehicles using roads and highways.

Be alert and slow down while traveling on roads with farm
equipment. Farm equipment moves much slower than cars.
That’s why the back of farm equipment is marked with a red
and orange triangular SMV (slow moving vehicle) sign. ■
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Your farm. Your passion. Our protection.

Phil
Hasz

Agency Manager
815-756-8026

Craig
Rick Halberg
Popp

Karolina
Begier

Sandwich
crop
815-786-2209

Steve
Klopfenstein
Shabbona
815-824-2920

David
Gingerich

Genoa
guy Sycamore
815-756-9536
815-784-6688
Bloomington, IL 61701-2057
(866)COU-NTRY

Chris
Patterson

Sycamore
815-756-9536

Kathleen
Martin

Sandwich
815-786-6584

Dean
Miller

Dekalb
815-748-7064

Gavin
Wilson

Dekalb
815-748-7064

Mike
Shipley

Sycamore
815-756-9536

Dan
Howes

Sycamore
815-756-9536

0220-566HO
01867-3/3/20

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. prairie Drive
Sycamore, Il 60178

