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Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Back for Business
After three months, our county Farm Bureau opened
back up for business on June 8. In accordance with
Illinois Department of Public Health guidelines, we are
requiring face masks to be worn while visiting the Farm
Bureau Building in order to protect visitors and our staff.
However, we ask members to try to do business
with us over the phone or by email. Also, we are
limiting office staff presence to 50 percent capacity and
group sizes to less than 10, while practicing physical
distancing. So please call prior to visiting if you need to
meet with a particular staff member.
Like many of you, Farm Bureau has had to navigate
through the pandemic while at the same time be of
service to our members. In looking back, I can say we
did a commendable job. I’m sure there was some wait
time on both ends, but overall, staff was able to work
from home and continue to do their jobs in the best
interest of agriculture.
During this period Farm Bureau represented all facets
of agriculture. We have been engaged in discussions
about livestock concerns related to plant closures,

the passage of CFAP (Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program), ethanol industry impacts, keeping agriculture
and connected industry essential, monitoring the economic
effects on agriculture and participated in many virtual
meetings at the local level pertaining to zoning, farmland
assessment and COVID impacts on local funding.
Like most of you, I am ready for this to be over. But in
all likelihood the virus may be present for months to come.
So during that time, be safe. And remember, Farm Bureau
is still here for you. ■

The Farm Bureau office is open with some restrictions.
Please call if you need to meet with staff, 815-756-6361.
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On Prairie Drive
Unplugged

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

When our Farm Bureau office closed on March
20 my first sigh of relief was that the magazine had
gone to press and would be in members’ mailboxes
soon. My next sigh was that of concern. Could I
handle working from home versus the office for a
few weeks? And how long will this COVID thing
last?
Weeks became months. I kept thinking we would
be back to normalcy and work soon. Or would we?
My home office was steps away from my other
living space. My distractions were my comfortable home. And my mind oftentimes
shifted to “house projects” that never seem to get done. Then when the weather
turned nice I wanted to go outside for fresh air, tend to my flower gardens, and mow
the lawn.
My other distraction was my farmer husband who is here, well sort of. He spends
most of his time in his machine shop and in his farm fields. Now, we meet in the
kitchen – for lunch AND dinner. Or when I chauffer him between fields to move
equipment doing my farm wife duties.
Once I adjusted to my home office, I spent most of the day communicating with
the outside world. Wow, this is better than I thought it would be. A view of our farm
from my home office window and information at my fingertips…gotta love it!
But let’s face it, quarantine hasn’t been easy. We’ve been unplugged from society.
We’ve also learned to slow down and have an appreciation for the important things
in life. Family. Faith. Farming. It’s provided a new perspective for me as I return
to the Farm Bureau office and renew connections. And plug back in as another
magazine goes to press. ■
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Find the corn kernel and win!
Let’s see if you can find the corn kernel
(resembling the one here) in this month’s
issue of our magazine and be eligible to
win a prize.
Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-7566361, by July 2 for your chance to win.
When responding by email, please
include the page number and exact
description of the location of the kernel
on that page. You will also need to include
your name, address and phone number in
the email.
Correct answers will be put into a
drawing and one winner will be drawn to
receive a $20 gift card.
Last month’s winner of the corn kernel
contest was Gerald Latimer of DeKalb.
The corn kernel was hidden on page 12
in the gift basket photo of the April/May
CONNECTIONS. ■

Calendar
JULY

July 3
Independence Day Holiday
Farm Bureau Office closed
July 9
Farm Bureau Trip
East Troy Railroad
East Troy, WI
$80
Depart Farm Bureau 9 a.m.
July 13
Prime Timers BBQ Drive Thru
5-6 p.m., FB parking lot
$11
Register by July 7
July 18
Waterman Tractor Parade
Cosponsored by FB Foundation
10:30 a.m.
Streets of Waterman
Tractor entries due at FB office by July 13

AUGUST

Aug. 1
Farm Bureau Trip
Elvis Tribute at Belfry Theatre
Delavan, WI
$117
Depart FB at 3 p.m.
Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture
unless otherwise noted. For most meeting
reservations contact the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau oﬃce, 815-756-6361.

Changes?

Pending Illinois’ reopening plan, events
mentioned in this magazine are subject to
change. If you have any questions about
Farm Bureau events please contact us.
Follow us!
facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
twitter.com/DCFBureau
pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine
www.CultivateConnections.org
Farm Bureau Main Site
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org
Foundation for Agriculture
www.PlantALegacy.org
Ag Literacy
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to:

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

By the
NUMBERS

From Farm to Your Plate
Have you noticed changes in the
food available at your grocery store?
The COVID-crisis has impacted the
supply of many foods. This has
resulted in unavailability of some
of your favorite brands, product
shortages and even price changes
from paper towels to meat.
There are many steps in the food
supply chain – from the farm to the
processor to the store and to your
plate.
Animal protein is one of the most
important ingredients in our diet.
Meat production is the largest
segment of U.S. agriculture.

How much meat do we
eat every year?

Chicken – 42 billion pounds
Beef – 26 billion pounds
Pork – 25 billion pounds
Source: www.bestfoodfacts.org
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Yes, COVID-19 Impacts Agriculture
Most businesses were doing well
before the coronavirus. Agriculture
was not.
COVID-19 is just the latest in a
string of misfortunes that have kept
the farm economy down for several
years: weather disasters, a trade war
and even before that, commodity
prices have been below the cost of
production.
“None of us can afford to lose
farms, especially now that we’re
more focused than ever on the
security of our food supply chain,”
said Zippy Duvall, American Farm
Bureau Federation (AFBF) President.
Consumers understandably might
think that farmers are doing well,
given the empty shelves we’re
all seeing at grocery stores. But
those buying habits could slow
down, and we’ve already seen a
dramatic drop in demand from food
service, restaurants and schools and
universities.

“During these uncertain times
farm families are keeping our
plates full even though some
sparse grocery store shelves
have caused concern due to
supply chain stresses.”
Zippy Duvall, AFBF President
There are unofficial estimates that
the current market price of milk is
down 40% compared to January.
Prices for cattle, corn and other farm
goods also are falling.
A farm aid package from the
government will help farmers –
something Farm Bureau worked
tirelessly on amounting to $23.5
billion in government aid from
USDA.
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People are driving less and that
has driven down demand for ethanol
made from corn at the same time as
oil production has increased. Ethanol
plants are idled, corn prices are down,
and livestock producers who relied on
distillers dried grains – a byproduct of
ethanol production – are scrambling
to replace that source of animal feed.
Agricultural futures, which many
farmers depend on to lock in better
prices later on, are down as well.
That shows a concern that consumers
will buy less in the coming weeks
and months, as the economy slows
and unemployment worsens. It
also reflects worries about whether
our overseas markets will return if

product can’t move and as economies
around the world are reeling from
the virus outbreak and restrictions
to contain it. Hopefully, trade will
continue and grow.
Farmers wear many hats even under
the best of conditions and now more
than ever. But their ultimate job is to
feed and take care of people.
“During these uncertain times farm
families are keeping our plates full
even though some sparse grocery store
shelves have caused concern due to
supply chain stresses,” said Duvall.
There is no shortage of food being
grown in our country, thanks to the
hard-working farmers who are still
farming. ►

Some farmers depend on farmers
markets for their sales. With restaurant
business severely cut, farmers who sell
meat and produce directly to restaurants
are more dependent on direct-toconsumer sales.
“Farm Bureau continues to address the
economic impacts of the virus, provide
resources for farmers, and ensure our
fellow citizens have the nutritious food
they need,” said Duvall. “We’ll get
through this.”
It’s a chance to show the world that
agriculture is critical to our lives and
farmers are proud to work hard so that all
Americans can continue to have the safe,
sustainable food we need and enjoy. ■
Source: American Farm Bureau Federation

Commodities Crash

Agriculture is used to cycles and years that
typically ebb and ﬂow. But COVID-19 didn’t just hit
one sector of agriculture – it hit them all at once.
Dairy – With restaurants and schools closed, 10% of
the nation’s milk supply was without a home. This
forced some dairies to dispose of milk in their fields.
Cattle & Hogs – The protein sector was slammed
overnight when restaurants closed and processing
plants shut down or partially closed due to
employees contacting COVID. The National Pork
Producers reports that pork producers lost $37 per
head. National Cattlemen’s Association predicted
losses of $112 per head for beef cows.
Ethanol & Corn – The energy sector was impacted
and demand for fuel disappeared overnight. U.S.
gas consumption fell by nearly 50% in April
versus 2019. Ethanol production followed suit with
production hitting an 11-year low. The Renewable
Fuels Association reports that about two-thirds of the
ethanol plants are either shut down or have reduced
production. With ethanol being 40% of the corn
demand base, corn prices crashed drastically.
Fresh Produce – Southern farms were impacted by
COVID and their inability to get fresh produce in
the hands of the general public. Tens of thousands of
dollars’ worth of produce was left in the field. ■

June 2020 CONNECTIONS

5

the
Brandon Wessels
Drones help with replant decisions
Farmers go hard. They work around the clock to ensure their crop gets
in the ground.
But as you well know, weather is a factor and if there’s a large amount
of rain the planter will need to be parked until the ground dries back up.
Such was the case this spring when we received three inches of rain in a
matter of a couple hours and then another three inches over the next day,
and then some.
Luckily, by that point most farmers had the majority of their seed in
the ground, but they were left wondering if that seed would still grow
with all the water standing in their fields.
When the fields dried up enough to venture into guys jumped on their
ATVs and drove their fields to determine which areas would need to be
re-planted. But sometimes it’s hard to see what the entire field looks like
when your boots are on the ground. This is where the drones come into
play.
Drones have been in agriculture
The newest way drones are
for a while now. They can
be used simply to fly over a
being used is to create reports
field to gain an overview (pun
that tell farmers which parts of
intended) of what the field looks
their fields need to be replanted like or they can be used for
and which areas are fine.
more in-depth practices such as
collecting hundreds of standard
RGB images, stitching them into an orthomosaic, and converting that
orthomosaic into a VARI format. This gives us a crop health analysis –
showing exactly where the stressed areas are in the field.
Regardless, the uses for drones in agriculture are ever evolving, and
the newest way drones are being used is to create reports that tell farmers
which parts of their fields need to be replanted and which areas are fine.
This is a brand new technology that hasn’t been widely adapted yet,
but it’s an incredibly useful tool in the agriculture toolbox and is one I
used almost all day every day for the last week of May trying to help our
customers make replant decisions.
The way it works is I pull up to a field and, using an iPad, mark out the
boundaries of the field I want the drone to fly and how often I want it to
take pictures, which is typically in 2-3 acre grids. Once the settings are
in place I upload the plan to the drone and it takes off to fly the field on
its own, following the pre-established route and being closely monitored
by me. When the drone is finished flying it comes back and lands exactly
where it took off from and generates a report…and this is where the
magic happens.
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Brandon Wessels is a seventh generation
grain farmer. He and his father grow corn and
soybeans as well as vegetables for their farm
produce stand. He also scouts fields for their
seed agency. Brandon and his wife reside in
rural DeKalb.

The app on the iPad looks at each picture
the drone took individually and puts a
little plus (+) sign on every single plant it
sees and a yellow rectangle around areas
missing plants. When all the plants have
been counted the app pins that number
along with the associated picture to the area
of the field that the picture was taken. After
this has been done with all the pictures, a
report is generated that I can then send to
the farmer.
Drone technology is ever-developing and
is seldom perfect. So after the field is flown
it is good practice to grab the iPad, put
those boots on the ground and head out to
the areas that appear to be having trouble to
verify what the drone is saying. ■

What is THAT?

MILKING MACHINES

It’s June Dairy Month so let’s talk about how dairy cows are milked.
Many years ago milking was
tedious; farmers milked cows by
hand. The milk was collected in
a bucket below the cow. As times
changed, mechanization was
necessary to produce more milk.
A mechanical bucket milker was
created to make the milking process
more efficient. The bucket’s teat cups

Milking cows by hand

Milking Unit

attached to the cow’s teats. Early
bucket milkers utilized suction as
hoses were attached to the milker
and created a vacuum affect with a
pulsating tug-and-pull motion that
simulated hand milking.
Today, milking units still utilize teat
cups and pulsation but milk travels
from the cow into the milking unit

through a milking
pipeline into a bulk
tank for storage.
Modern milking
machines are more
efficient and sanitary than bucket
milkers. Some farms today utilize
robots, or automatic milking systems,
to collect milk from cows.

Bucket Milker

Robotic Milker
June 2020 CONNECTIONS
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Janice M. Weber, University of Illinois Extension, DeKalb County Master Gardener

Ask a Master Gardener about Vegetables
“Life expectancy would grow by leaps and bounds if green
vegetables smelled as good as bacon.” Doug Larson
This year, many people are
showing an interest in growing their
own vegetables. For some, there is
comfort in having some control over
their food source. For others it has
been a search for something to do
while forced to stay at home.
In this time of social distancing
the DeKalb County Master Gardener
Horticulture Help Desk is not open
for questions by phone. However,
you can send us an email at uiemgdekalb@illinois.edu. When leaving
your question, be sure to give
detailed information about what you
are looking for. Feel free to include
pictures and anything else that might
help with research. Include your
phone number and mailing address.
Here are some questions about
vegetable gardening you might have
been wondering about.
Q: Can I use left over seeds?
A: Seeds last longer when stored in
a cool, dry place. Some seeds like
cabbage last four years or more, while
parsley last a year or two. You can
test the viability of your old seed by
placing 10 seeds on a slightly damp
paper towel. Roll or fold it up, place
it in a closed plastic bag and place it
in a warm place (above 70 degrees).
Seed packets list the average
germination time, but if you don’t
know, check them in 7-10 days. If
the germination rate is less than 70%,
it’s better to buy new seeds. Between
70-90%, just sow them thicker than
normal.

Q: What vegetables can I grow in
the shade?
A: Most vegetables need at least six
hours of sunlight per day and won’t
grow well in complete shade. Leafy
vegetables such as lettuce, spinach
and parsley tolerate more shade
compared to the root vegetables.
Most herbs perform well in partial
shade or full sun.
Q: What can I plant after the leaf
lettuce has been picked?
A: Succession planting can make
good use of your garden space. After
lettuce and spinach, plant warm
weather crops like beans, if in full
sun. Then in late summer replace the
beans with radishes, lettuce, spinach,
beets and turnips. These vegetables
will mature in the cooler fall weather.
Q: How can there be so many
blossoms on pumpkin plants but few
or no fruit developing at the onset of
ﬂowering?
A: In cucurbits (pumpkins, squash,
zucchini and cucumbers) the male
flowers start to open first and start
attracting bees. Then, when female
flowers appear, good pollination is
ready to take place. Female flowers
have a bulge in the stem just under
the flower.
Q: What causes bitterness in
homegrown cucumbers?
A: Cucumbers naturally produce
a bitter tasting chemical called
cucurbitacin. If a plant is under stress
from lack of water, extreme heat, or

especially cold, the cucurbitacin
can spread from the roots, stems,
and leaves into the fruit. It’s more
concentrated in the stem-end and the
peel. Less is found in the interior of
the fruit.
Q: Can I spray a broadleaf
herbicide on my asparagus
to get rid of weeds?
A: No. It can injure asparagus.
Only spray before asparagus spears
emerge in the early spring. When
you cut back the dead asparagus
foliage in late fall, pull any visible
weeds so they don’t overwinter. A
mulch will block weed growth and
protect the asparagus through the
winter.
Q: What does a Tomato
Hornworm turn into?
A: The size of the mature caterpillar
can strike fear and loathing,
especially if you find your first one
by touch. They are harmless to
humans, but should be removed or
they will devour a plant in record
time. It is the larva of the FiveSpotted Hawk Moth. They have a
stout body and a wingspan up to
five inches. They fly around at night
depositing their eggs. This should
give you pause if you ever think
about tinting your hair tomato-leaf
green. ■
June 2020 CONNECTIONS
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Q: How has the COVID-19 pandemic affected your pig farm?
A: It has affected every business in one way or another – meat
producers are no exception. For several months, meat producers
across the country have been struggling with a break in the supply
chain between the farm and the packing plants.

In April, many meat packing facilities faced shutdowns due to
outbreaks of COVID-19 among employees. These packing plants
were closed for an average of two weeks in order to quarantine
workers, clean, and decontaminate.
After reopening, these facilities were not able to run at full
capacity because of being short staffed. Even at full capacity, it
would take weeks to work through the backlog of animals that
were ready for processing during the time the facilities were
closed.
Pork production
Our farm has been fortunate
operates much like a
constantly turning wheel.
in this time to have some extra
Pigs enter facilities as
space and, although loads of
market pigs have been delayed, small weanlings, grow
for six months, and then
we have still been able to ship
are marketed. A week or
pigs out in time to make room
less after the last marketfor the weanlings.
sized pig leaves, the
building is filled again with
small, newly weaned pigs; like a wheel, always turning to keep
production optimal.
When the meat packing facilities shut down, pork producers
could not empty their barns full of market-sized animals to open up
space for the small pigs that had just been weaned. The production
of these small pigs began four months prior to COVID-19 shut
downs.
The gestation of a pig is 3 months, 3 weeks, and 3 days. Pigs that
were conceived months ago were still being born with no barn to
grow in after being weaned.
Our farm has been fortunate in this time to have some extra
space and, although loads of market pigs have been delayed, we
have still been able to ship pigs out in time to make room for the
weanlings.
Other farms, especially in Iowa and Minnesota, are facing a
bottleneck disaster scenario that could not have been predicted.
Some producers are able to sell small pigs to other farmers who
have space. Some barns are being overcrowded to try to make
enough room.
10
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The Hartmanns – Dan and Ashley – raise pigs and
grow corn and soybeans on their family farm. They
reside in Sycamore with their children Layla and
Oliver. Dan is a 4th generation farmer.

As a very last resort, small pigs have had to
be euthanized because there is literally nowhere
to put them. Experts expect several million pigs
could be euthanized in 2020 to re-balance the
animal supply with meat packing capacity. This
is a heartbreaking scenario for producers. Animal
welfare is always a top priority.
Meanwhile, market prices have plummeted and
pork farms are selling pigs at below breakeven
prices. The shortage of meat, based on the
disruption in the food supply chain, has prompted
higher prices at the grocery store.
Pork farms have had a tough few months and
it will take the industry several more months to
work through the disruption in meat production. ■
Dan & Ashley Hartmann

Got a question
for a farm family?
Submit your farm and food questions to
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org.
We will share questions with our local farm families
and publish their answers as space allows in
upcoming issues of CONNECTIONS.

FARM & FOOD
Food safety during coronavirus
Public health and food safety experts do not have any evidence to suggest
that COVID-19 can be transmitted by food or food packaging.
The USDA provides this information pertaining to food safety during
coronavirus:

Q: Can I become sick with coronavirus (COVID-19) from food?
A: We are not aware of any reports at this time of human illnesses that

suggest COVID-19 can be transmitted by food or food packaging. However,
it is always important to follow good hygiene practices (i.e., wash hands
and surfaces often, separate raw meat from other foods, cook to the right
temperature, and refrigerate foods promptly) when handling or preparing
foods.

Q: Is food imported to the United States from China and other
countries affected by COVID-19 at risk of spreading COVID-19?
A: Currently, there is no evidence to support transmission of COVID-19

associated with imported goods and there are no reported cases of COVID-19
in the United States associated with imported goods.

Q: Can I get sick with COVID-19 from touching food, the food
packaging, or food contact surfaces, if the coronavirus was
present on it?
A: Currently there is no evidence of food or food packaging being associated

with transmission of COVID-19. Like other viruses, it is possible that the
virus that causes COVID-19 can survive on surfaces or objects. For that
reason, it is critical to follow the four key steps of food safety — clean,
separate, cook, and chill.

Q: If an inspector or worker in a
meat processing plant became
infected with coronavirus,
would the meat produced at that
facility be safe to eat?
A: Public health and food safety

experts do not have any evidence
to suggest that COVID-19 can
be transmitted by food or food
packaging. FSIS in-plant personnel
who are ill with COVID-19 or any
other illness will be excluded from
work activities that could create
unsanitary conditions (coughing or
sneezing on product). COVID-19 is
thought to spread mainly from person
to person through respiratory droplets
that can land in the mouths or noses
of people who are nearby. More
information about how the virus
spread is available from the CDC
(www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/about/transmission.html). ■
Source: USDA, https://www.usda.gov/
coronavirus/food-supply-chain
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Property tax relief offered in DeKalb County
DeKalb County is one of several
counties in Illinois giving property
tax owners some relief.
For many counties, June will be the
month the first installment of property
taxes is due. However, local practices
put in place to address limited county

functions, and financial strain on
residents due to the COVID-19
pandemic, may alter the collection of
property taxes.
The Illinois property tax code gives
county government the authority to
waive late fees and interest payments
if a disaster proclamation is made

FSA outlines CFAP details for farmers
Producers have until Aug. 28 to
apply for the Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program (CFAP) through
their Farm Service Agency office.
Once farmers are finished planting
corn and soybeans, they are urged
to call the FSA county office to get
started on acreage reporting, along
with CFAP, says Bill Graff, Illinois
FSA state executive director.
To apply, nonspecialty crop
producers must provide their total
2019 production for the commodity
that suffered a five percent or greater
loss and their total 2019 production
that was not sold as of Jan. 15.
Livestock producers must provide
total sales of eligible livestock by
species and class between Jan. 15 and
April 15, of owned inventory as of
Jan. 15, including any offspring that
inventory had. In addition, the highest
inventory of eligible livestock, by
species and class, between April 16

and May 14, must also be provided.
For dairy producers, payments are
based on milk production in the first
quarter of 2020.
Specialty producers will need
to provide records showing a five
percent reduction in sales price
between Jan. 15 and April 15. For
crop shipments that left the farm by
April 15 but spoiled due to no market,
documentation will be needed. Lastly,
for producers whose shipments did
not leave the farm by April 15 or had
mature crops that were unharvested
by that date and have not been sold,
documentation is needed.
Good documentation and records
for each commodity may include
sales receipts, income statements,
feeding records or inventory records.
Producers should also be prepared
to have all their crops and shares
noted on one application. Seed corn
and popcorn still under the producer’s
title and control is eligible. In
addition, crops in storage that would
normally be fed to livestock are also
eligible. ■
Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

Farm Safety Camp Cancelled
Due to COVID restrictions, Farm
Bureau has cancelled Farm Safety
Camp which was scheduled for July.
It will be held in June 2021.
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at the state or federal level. Counties
across the state have implemented this
authority.
In DeKalb County, the County Board
waived penalties on the first installment
of property taxes for 2019 taxes
(payable in 2020) that would otherwise
accrue during the period of June 2
through Sept. 5, 2020. The waiver is
intended to help taxpayers, who are
facing financial challenges due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Penalty interest on the first
installment of property tax will be
waived if paid in full by the second
installment date of Sept. 3 in the
county.
Property owners seeking the waiver
of interest penalties must complete a
form attesting to current or potential
financial need.
By law, the state requires a 1.5%
penalty each month the bill is overdue.
Waiving that fee on the first installment
would amount to about $45 per month
savings on a $6,000 property tax bill.
On average, 30% to 60% of taxpayers
across the state use an escrow account
to pay property taxes monthly along
with their mortgage payment.
While residents in counties offering
assistance will likely appreciate
county efforts, remember units of
local government need these dollars
to operate. The tax dollars are also
distributed to other units of local
government. Schools, townships,
municipalities, community colleges,
libraries, airports and many more use
these taxes to provide the essential
services within the community. In fact,
an average of 43% of local government
revenue comes from property taxes. ■
Sources: Illinois Farm Bureau
DeKalb County Government

FARM COUNTRY

Ag not out of the woods with CFAP funding
Crop farmers have stayed aﬂoat
because of government programs.
The $16 billion in CFAP
(Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program) funding comes from
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and
Economic Security (CARES) Act and
the Commodity Credit Corporation
(CCC).
The USDA estimates for CFAP
distribution include cattle receiving
the most funding, followed by
nonspecialty crops, dairy, specialty
crops, pigs, lambs and others.
Looking at nonspecialty crops
specifically, payments are based on
“eligible inventory” – the lower of
self-certified, unpriced inventory with
vested ownership as of Jan. 15 or
50% of 2019 production.
Unpriced inventory includes
production that is not in an agreedupon price in the future through a
contract and is subject to price risk.
“This program is designed to
provide some support for unpriced
grain, unpriced commodities,”
explained Nick Paulson, University
of Illinois agricultural economics
associate professor.
The eligible inventory is then
multiplied by the average payment

rate for each commodity. For
example, the average payment rate
for corn is 33 1/2 cents per bushel and
for soybeans is 47 1/2 cents per bushel.

Cash corn prices fell from $3.86
per bushel to $3 per bushel from
January to May. Soybean prices fell
from $9.38 per bushel to $8.19 per
bushel by the end of May.
Looking forward, Gary Schnitkey,
U of I agricultural economist,
suggests being careful when setting
2021 cash rents and evaluating price
prospects at the end of the summer.
“The last several years we have
made our economic situations work
because of government programs,”

said Schnitkey. “If you’re going
to use a cash rent, I would suggest
building in a clause with and without
additional MFP (Market Facilitation
Program) and CFAP payments.”
Unfortunately, agriculture is not out
of the woods yet.
“While these are low prices, just
remember that we are now operating
where they could go lower if we have
a good yielding year,” said Schnitkey.
“So, if you’re looking at this, there is
sort of a bright side and a not bright
side. Crop farmwise, we will be able
to manage 2020 with government
aid, and it’s 2021 that we’re really
concerned about,” concluded
Schnitkey. ■
Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

New DeKalb County Plat Books available

The 2020 DeKalb County Land Atlas and Plat Book is now available from
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
This newest edition, published by Rockford Map Publishers, is available
for purchase for $25 (members) or $50 (non-members) from the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau office.
The new plat book accurately displays parcel boundaries, acreage data,
roadways, waterways, railways, section lines, municipal boundaries,
recreational areas, and includes an index to landowners. An aerial map lies
opposite each township parcel map, and is very useful in providing a quick
gauge to the use of a particular parcel.
Plat books are a great reference tool for landowners and business owners. ■
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Kids say:

Thank You
FARMERS!

During these challenging times we are more
grateful than ever for our food supply and the
farmers which grow our food. These local farm
kids showed their appreciation for essential
farmers on Facebook and in our magazine.

Clara and Wyatt Larson, Earlville, thank their dad “For Being A
Farmer,” with a little help from their mom, in this chalkboard
message. Their parents are Dan and Kimber Larson.

Scott and Mark
Pritchard, Hinckley,
created these
messages for
their farming dad
and other farmers
– “Thank You
Farmers” and
suggested they
“Stay Calm and
Keep Farming.” The
boys’ parents are
Greg and Becky
Pritchard.
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Julia and Samantha Heide thank their dad who
“Makes Bacon” as a DeKalb pork producer.
The farm girls state: “We’re in this together.”
Their parents are Carl and LeAnn Heide. ►

Justis, Jaxson and Jaedyn Martz created signs to let others know
that “Farmers are still farming” and also thank their dad “For being
a farmer.” Their parents are Justin and Jamie Martz of Maple Park.

Grayson and Josie Willrett not only appreciate their mom and
dad who are farmers, but other farmers too as they thank
“Everyone That Is Keeping Food In Our Stores.” Their parents
are Scott and Erin Willrett of Hinckley.

Thank You!

Blair and Travis Byington of Leland created a chalk drawing on the side of their barn to show that their dad raises cattle and corn and
say “Thank You Daddy for being a farmer.” Their parents are Beau and Lynnette Byington. ■
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Senior Scholarships awarded to students
Ten high school seniors earn Farm Bureau scholarships.

Joshua Burns

Sycamore High School
University of Missouri
Engineering

Grace Flemming

DeKalb High School
Loyola University
Biomedical Engineering

Sierra Price

DeKalb High School
Kishwaukee College
Health Sciences:
Dental Hygiene

16
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McKenna Dayhuff

Somonauk High School
Iowa State University
Animal Science

Tessa Harbecke

Sycamore High School
Baylor University
Accounting

Sawyer Willrett

DeKalb High School
University of
Nebraska-Lincoln
Agribusiness

Allie Drake

Sycamore High School
University of Missouri
Nursing

Abigail Kuppler

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation congratulates local high school
seniors who received this year’s Senior
Scholarships. A committee of Farm Bureau
members made the selection of scholarship
recipients based on academics, leadership and
community service.
Each of the ten students earned the $1,200
scholarship which will assist with their
college education expenses.
Students receiving the scholarship are
featured with a listing of their high school,
college choice and major. Farm Bureau
salutes these college-bound students of Farm
Bureau families. ■

“I want to express my sincere
gratitude for making the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Foundation
Scholarship possible. I was thrilled
to learn of my selection for this
honor and I am deeply appreciative
of your support. Thank you again
for your generosity and support.”

Hinckley-Big Rock
High School
Illinois State University
Allied Health Professions

Evelyn Witte

Indian Creek High School
St. Ambrose University
Speech Pathology

Abigail Kuppler

Jacob Zenz

DeKalb High School
University of Iowa
Marketing

SCHOLARSHIPS

First Joe Barshinger Ag Scholarship granted
Tate Johnson is grateful for being
the recipient of this scholarship.
“It means a lot being the first
person to receive the Joe Barshinger
Ag Scholarship,” said Tate Johnson.
“My family has known the
Barshingers for a long time now and
my Grandpa used to be good friends
with Joe.”
Tate was chosen to receive the
Joe Barshinger Ag Scholarship
from the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau Foundation for Agriculture.
The Barshinger family established
the endowed scholarship with the
Foundation in memory of Joe and to
honor his dedication to agriculture,
history, leadership and education.

“We are so proud of Tate’s
accomplishments and we
could not have asked for
better representation to carry
on Joe’s legacy for the future
of agriculture.”
Phyllis Barshinger

The Barshingers
created the scholarship
to benefit a college
student studying
agriculture and pursuing
a future career in an
agricultural field.
Phyllis Barshinger,
Joe’s wife, said, “This
is the first year that this
scholarship is presented
to a deserving senior
of Indian Creek High
School who has shown
the same passion as
Joe in the future of
agriculture. Tate is a
younger image of Joe
and is very deserving of
this award.”
Tate Johnson of Shabbona is congratulated by Phyllis
Tate recently
Barshinger for being selected as the recipient of the Joe
graduated from high
Barshinger Ag Scholarship.
school and was active
in FFA and 4-H, two
instruction, just as Joe did. Vernon
organizations which Joe supported.
and Joe shared the same views about
“Tate is dear to my heart because he
family, farming, faith and community.
also represents family tradition. Tate’s
Tate shows these same generational
late grandfather, Vernon Johnson,
qualities in his desire to continue in
was always on hand at the 4-H
a field of agriculture as he attends
shows to lend a hand with advice and
college,” said Phyllis.
Tate will attend Black Hawk
College in Galva, Illinois this fall and
major in agribusiness.
About Joe Barshinger
“We are so proud of Tate’s
Joe Barshinger was a lifelong grain
accomplishments and we could not
and livestock farmer who farmed in
have asked for better representation
Shabbona and Waterman. He was
to carry on Joe’s legacy for the future
proud of his farming heritage and
of agriculture,” said Phyllis.
his family’s Centennial Farm. Joe
“We congratulate Tate on his hard
also was an avid supporter of youth
work and wish him good luck in
and organizations like 4-H and FFA.
college,” she said.
Joe was a longtime Farm Bureau
“Going forward in life, I will
member and served on the Board of
continue to work very hard in the ag
Directors. Upon his unexpected death
industry, which I’m sure is what Joe
in 2019, his family established an ag
would have wanted,” said Tate.
scholarship in his name with the Farm
Tate’s parents are Farm Bureau
Bureau Foundation for Agriculture.
members Steve and Lisa Johnson of
rural Shabbona. ■
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FFA

FFA members earn state awards
Eleven receive State FFA Degrees at virtual convention.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
congratulates this year’s State FFA
Degree recipients from DeKalb County.
Eleven young people were recognized
with the State Degree at the Illinois FFA
Virtual Convention a few weeks ago.
The State FFA Degree is awarded to

DeKalb
Jade Ansteth

FFA members who have demonstrated
the highest level of commitment to
the organization and made significant
accomplishments in their Supervised
Agricultural Experience (SAEs).
The State Degree winners are
pictured by FFA chapter. ■

DeKalb
Austin Cook

DeKalb
Maddie Clark

Indian Creek
Logan Bend
(Section 6 Star Farmer)

SomonaukLeland-Sandwich
Adam Seville

Botterman leads
Section 6 FFA team

Genoa-Kingston
Brooklyn Botterman

Genoa-Kingston
Hayley Foss

Genoa-Kingston
Delaney Hemann

Sycamore
Bradford Edwards

Sycamore
Max Griffey

Sycamore
Jesse Mantzke

(Section 6 Star Ag Placement),
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Brooklyn
Botterman of rural
Genoa was elected
as president of
the Section 6
FFA leadership
team. Brooklyn is
a member of the
Genoa-Kingston
FFA Chapter.
Other newly elected Section
officers also from Genoa-Kingston
are: Vice President Delaney Hemann
and Secretary Hayley Foss. Joining
them on the officer team are Reporter
Deliana Muck of Belvidere North,
Treasurer Allyson Aves of Belvidere
and Sentinel Amy Hernandez of
Central-Burlington. ■

FFA

Sawyer Willrett tops in State FFA Beef Production
Raising beef has always been a
passion of Sawyer Willrett.
“I’m able to take so much
knowledge and skills away from
it and I’m extremely grateful to be
involved in an operation that in turn
feeds the world,” said Sawyer.
The young Malta beef producer
won the State FFA Beef Production
Entrepreneur Proficiency Award.
The award is based on four years
of record books and his project of
raising beef cattle and running a selfowned business.
From his freshman through his
senior years at DeKalb High School,
Sawyer has kept FFA records on
raising 250 head of cattle. He has
competed at section and district

levels the past two years, having won
Section 6 both years. This year he
also won District 2 and advanced to
state resulting in a state win his senior
year.
Sawyer buys and raises feedlot
cattle. He manages cattle on a daily
basis, follows markets, and then sells
his beef to a local meat packing plant.
With the profit he makes, he invests
in more feedlot steers.
Someday Sawyer hopes to run his
own cattle farm. But in the meantime
he plans to attend the University
of Nebraska this fall and major in
agribusiness.
Sawyer’s FFA Adviser is Sarah
Peterson and his parents are Jamie
and Larisa Willrett, all supporters of
his beef experience. ■

More Illinois FFA Virtual State Convention to come
Some of the Illinois FFA Convention was held virtually as planned, June
9-11. But there’s more sessions to come on Facebook.
Here is the lineup of upcoming sessions:
July 14 – District 2 State & American FFA Degrees (includes Section 6 & 7)
July 20 – Convention Opener, Various Awards. State FFA Vice President and
State FFA Treasurer Retiring Addresses
July 21 – National Chapter Award Winners, State FFA Reporter Retiring
Address
July 22 – Proficiency Award Winners, State FFA Secretary Retiring Address
July 23 – CDE/LDE & Agriscience Winners, State FFA President Retiring
Address
Watch the Facebook page: www.facebook.com/IllinoisFFA for updates,
times and more information about each convention session. These sessions
will take place in the evening. ■

Sawyer Willrett

Honorary State FFA
Degree given
Mariam Wassmann was
presented the Honorary State
FFA Degree from the Illinois
Association FFA. Mariam is
the Editor of CONNECTIONS
magazine and Director of
Information for DeKalb County
Farm Bureau.
The Honorary Degree is
awarded to individuals who
rendered outstanding service
to the FFA, helped advance
agricultural education, and
positively impacted the Illinois
FFA.
“I was humbled and honored
to receive this degree from an
organization that I have held in
high regards my entire life. I was
proud to wear the blue and gold
jacket as one of the first girls to
join my FFA Chapter. Since then,
I have always been a staunch
supporter of FFA students and this
premiere youth organization.” ■
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Farms Hurt
by COVID-19
Pork farms challenged
with shipping pigs
Ron Ness planned to ship a load
of pigs to the JBS meat plant in
Beardstown in April. But couldn’t.
His load of pigs wasn’t accepted
because they were lighter in weight
than other loads under contract with
the meat packer. And the plant was
starting to get behind in processing
meat due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Pork producers across the country
were scrambling to get their pigs to
market. When COVID shut down
packing plants or reduced their
capacity to process pigs, farmers had
to look at alternative options like
finding other facilities for the market
ready pigs or even euthanization.

Ness Pork Farm
COVID Impact: There have been

disruptions in shipping loads of market
pigs based on meat packing plants
running under capacity and pork
prices have plummeted.

Farm Actions: Their farm is adjusting
feed rations and increasing building
temperatures to slow down the growth
rate of pigs.

Ness Farm: Ron has been raising

pigs for 50 years. He and his son,
Jason, currently raise 16,000 pigs a
year in rural Hinckley.

Ron’s Perspective: “Take the bad
years with the good years. Any ag
commodity can be boom or bust.”
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Ron Ness
Ron did not have to resort to these options but instead was able to slow
the growth of his pigs by adjusting protein in their rations and boosted the
building’s temperature from 65 to 75 degrees to diminish their appetite. So he
kept his 250-pound pigs in his barn and made slight adjustments so they would
be ready to ship when the meat plant could take them.
“Our biggest impact of COVID was being able to ship pigs,” said Ron.
“Some packing plants closed and others were running under capacity, based on
their employees testing positive for COVID.”
The Hinckley pork producer stated that JBS is now running at 75 percent
capacity, which still is causing shipping disruptions. Farms under contract with
meat plants are geared up for regular shipments of pigs as part of their pork
production cycle.
Pork farms have taken a big hit with delayed shipments of meat and crashing
pork prices. The National Pork Producers estimated farms were losing $37 per
pig this spring.
Ron said he had previously forward priced some of his pigs to protect
himself from price declines and huge market losses.
He’s also a partner in Pipestone’s sow center system and has been in
discussions about slowing down breeding to offset the overproduction of pork.
He gets his weaned pigs from the local sow centers and feeds them with the
corn he grows on his farm to a market weight of about 280 pounds.
Ron says “It’s not my first rodeo” having raised pigs for 50 years now. He’s
experienced the “ups and downs” in pork production but states that it’s not as
predictable with today’s vertical integration. “This year will be one of those
down years – with below breakeven pork prices.” ►

Dairy farms faced with tanking milk demand
If dairy farms weren’t already hurting, COVID-19 added more misery
with declining demand for milk and plummeting prices.
At the Heinsohn Dairy Farm in rural Kirkland, they had no choice but to
limit milk production when their milk marketing cooperative, Dairy Farmers
of America, told them they wouldn’t be compensated at the full market value
for 10% of their milk.
“Our solution was to cull about 30 cows from our herd, which dropped our
milk production by 10%,” said Jonathan Heinsohn, the family’s dairy farm
manager.
The farm typically culls cows from their mostly Holstein herd, but acted on
it earlier this year based on a downward milk market due to restaurants and
schools closing.
Milking 300 dairy cows now, they also were hit with tanking milk prices
– before COVID prices were $18 per hundredweight and by April were $10
cwt, explained Jonathan. To put it into perspective, they were slightly breaking
even before the coronavirus and now are losing milk money.
“We’re a strange breed of people in agriculture,” said Jonathan. “What other
business do you know that loses money and still remains in business?”
What has kept them in business is diversifying their farm operation. They
market their cow’s breeding genetics with sales of embryos and calves. Plus,
they have transitioned from traditional row crops to organic crops. Jonathan

works closely with his two brothers
and father as their farm diversifies.
Fortunately during these tough
times in the dairy industry, the
Heinsohns have not disposed of any
milk like some dairies resorted to
during the pandemic.
“We are uniquely positioned for
just about anything,” said Jonathan.
“We have survived three farm fires, a
tornado and lightning strike so I guess
you could say COVID is just another
disaster and we will get through this
too.”
One of the forward-thinking things
which Jonathan did before COVID
hit was to order months worth of
extra dried distiller’s grains (DDGs)
and a large supply of minerals as part
of their feed mix for their cows.
Another saving grace for the
dairy farm has been government aid
through the Dairy Revenue Protection
Program, and most recently the
Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program. “It helps some, but I’m not
sure it’s enough,” said Jonathan. ►

Heinsohn Dairy Farm
COVID Impact: Their dairy

cooperative urged them to reduce
milk production by 10% since
markets were lost when schools and
restaurants closed. Milk prices are
below breakeven.

Farm Actions: They culled 30

cows from their herd in order to drop
milk production by 3,000 pounds
per day.

Heinsohn Farm: The Heinsohns of
rural Kirkland have milked cows for
more than 70 years. They milk 300
dairy cows and ship 2,600 gallons
of milk daily.

Jonathan’s Perspective: “This

year is comparable to The Great
Depression for dairy farmers. These
are fragile times for agriculture.”

Jonathan Heinsohn
June 2020 CONNECTIONS
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Grain farms feel effects of ethanol crash
The ethanol market is significant to Paul Taylor’s farm because
he sells all of his corn to the ethanol plant in Rochelle.
When the COVID-19 pandemic
hit in March, Paul knew it would
have a dramatic impact on his corn
production.
The demand for ethanol fuel
crashed. Some ethanol plants closed
and others decreased production. In
Illinois, ethanol production is down
38 percent since March, according
to the Illinois Corn Growers
Association.
“The impact for me is that it adds
another fret factor and clouds my
planning,” said Paul. “I’ve got a
marketing plan in place for pricing
my corn for ethanol sales but it still
concerns me.”
Paul claims this year reminds him
of the early 1980s “with a predicted
outcome that is scary.”
“In agriculture, we have a history
of producing too much. Case in
point, a potential 3.5 billion-plus
bushel carryover of corn,” stated
Paul. “The big three uses of corn
are for livestock feed, ethanol and

exports. Exports are crucial to agriculture but
continued
we have lost some of those major markets with
countries like China.”
The Esmond farmer has seen it before with disruptions in trade in a half
century of farming. “It’s like lipstick on a pig changing colors, from grain
embargos to tariffs to COVID,” Paul mused.
But he’s an avid supporter of the ethanol market, having made several trips
to DC lobbying for this renewable fuel in leadership with the state and national
Corn Growers. “We need to be looking at what that the next big market is for
corn. Ethanol, as a demand driver, has been one of the big markets. And we
need to continue to work with the automobile industry, Department of Energy
and the EPA.”
Currently, one-third of field corn is used in ethanol production. Paul hopes
the ethanol market will grow for E-85, E-10, E-15 and other fuels with higher
octane standards and higher blends of ethanol. “But realistically, ethanol has a
rough road ahead.”
Paul’s optimism is being tested with the COVID pandemic and the dismal
farm economy. In the 50 years he’s been farming, he cites about 10 years were
“really profitable.”
“I ask myself if farming doesn’t straighten out how much more financial
hemorrhaging can I withstand and not cut into my retirement nest egg?” ►

Taylor Grain Farm
COVID Impact: Ethanol plants have

decreased production due to a decline
in fuel usage. This will result in less
corn being purchased as a feedstock.
Also there is a shortage of DDGs and
CO2, by-products of ethanol.

Farm Actions: Since all of the

farm’s corn goes to the CHS ethanol
plant in Rochelle, it could affect the
farm’s future sales of corn and prices.

Taylor Farm: Paul Taylor’s Esmond
grain farm grows 400 acres of corn
and 350 acres of soybeans. He has
been farming for 50 years.

Paul’s Perspective: “Ethanol is

going to have a rough road ahead.
Ethanol has fallen off the cliff primarily
because fuel demand is down.”
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Paul Taylor

Beef farms frustrated with market disruptions
Alan Adams is typically an upbeat guy who looks forward to working
on his cattle farm every day. But the last few months have been trying.
“It’s been frustrating to have cattle ready to take to the meat plant and be
refused,” said Alan. “As cattle feeders, we are all struggling to get current bids
and get our cattle moved.”
In March, Alan had sold a load of cattle to the Tyson meat plant in Joslin, IL
and was ready to take delivery. But the packing plant was not working at full
capacity due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The coronavirus was threatening
workers that the company relies on to process and inspect meat. And, in turn,
it created a backlog in fat cattle.
The fact is that “it’s hard to slow down beef cattle,” stated Alan. He
conferred with his animal nutritionist and together they agreed that it’s not in
the best interest of the steers so his 1,400 pound cattle grew to 1,500 pounds
before he was able to finally ship them one month later.
“I didn’t anticipate the packing plants would be running at 50 percent
capacity,” said Alan. “Fortunately they are now back to 90 percent capacity.”
The pandemic hammered livestock prices and raised concerns over keeping
beef on grocery store shelves. Before the virus live cattle were selling at $1.20
per pound and then fell to 90 cents, explained Alan.
The rural Sandwich cattle farmer said he “avoided the worst of low beef
prices” with some aggressive pricing and was able to do a little better than
breakeven.

“It’s been a difficult year because
of COVID but not the worst year for
raising cattle,” he said. 1974 was the
worst year when prices collapsed
followed by the 1980s.
Another pandemic setback for
cattle feeders is the access to distillers
dried grains (DDGs), the high energy
protein content in cattle feed rations.
With ethanol plants shutting down the
DDG’s are not readily available. As
luck would have it, Alan had recently
purchased a silo full of DDGs before
COVID.
Alan farms with his wife, son and
daughter-in-law. They raise about
1,800 feedlot cattle a year and have a
commercial cow-calf herd.
Reminiscing about his nearly
half century of cattle experience,
Alan realizes that there have been
many years when his cattle and corn
commodities have been “variable.”
2020 was “not the year I was hoping
for,” said Alan. “But there’s always
next year!” ■

Adams Beef Farm
COVID Impact: Meat packing plants
refused to take loads of cattle ready
for market based on an oversupply of
beef and plants not operating at full
capacity.

Farm Actions: They were unable

to ship cattle to their meat packer in
March because of a disruption in the
beef packing plants. They had to wait
a month before delivering a load of
market-ready feedlot cattle.

Adams Farm: Alan Adams has been
raising beef cattle with his family for
nearly 50 years in rural Sandwich.
He is a fifth generation farmer with
a feedlot and commercial cow-calf
herd.

Alan’s Perspective: “When cattle

are ready we’ve got to sell them. I
didn’t anticipate packing plants would
be working at a reduced capacity.”

Alan Adams
June 2020 CONNECTIONS
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A glimpse of local history

Shady Ladies and More
The Eakle family of Waterman is a treasure with many
stories to tell. In a previous Legends column, we wrote
about the DeKalb County airport that the family ran.
The first born of Paul and Mary Eakle, Alice had
an interesting life while growing up at the airfield in
Waterman. In her teenage years she worked as a weather
observer for the U. S. Weather Bureau at the airfield.
She was a member of the “Eakle Family Band,” which
was a marching band made up of Alice and her seven
younger siblings. They performed across the United
States and Canada along with a float, the U.S.S. Illinois,
which her father built in the shape of a battleship.
Alice earned money in school by selling her Betty
Boop drawings to classmates. Her drawing talent would
stay with her the rest of her life.
Alice Eakle Marks stands in front of the “Ladies.” The “Shady
Lady” started as a closet door curtain replacement in the Eakle
household. Photo courtesy Mona Hamilton

In 1943 Alice married Henry Marks, who was in the
Army Air Corps. Alice traveled with Henry to bases
around the states. As a way to keep morale up for the
soldiers, Alice would draw beautiful young women on old,
roll-down window shades and mail them to soldiers on duty
around the world. They became known as “Shady Ladies,”
repurposing materials before it was popular.
Her creativity didn’t stop there. In 1944 she applied for
and received a patent for a doll. In the patent (US Patent
140,914) she states that she has “invented a new, original,
and ornamental Design for a Doll.” She also published
patterns for cloth dolls and paper dolls which all young girls
cherished.
Her talents kept her busy with holiday greeting cards,
which when carefully folded, the airplanes depicted would
do aerobatic maneuvers when the cards were opened.
Alice was a teacher, community activist, artist, and
aviation historian. What a special lady, what a special
family. ■
Shown is a sample of a paper doll by Alice Marks, Doll World,
Vol. 17, Issue 1, Jan/Feb 1944.
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Information provided by the
Joiner History Room, DeKalb County Archives

PRIME TIMERS

Prime Timers BBQ becomes a drive thru
When you can’t have a gathering
of 150 people at Farm Bureau you
improvise.
This year, the Prime Timers BBQ
will be a drive thru which will allow
Farm Bureau members to enjoy a
delicious picnic style meal to be

picked up in the Farm Bureau parking
lot and taken home.
The drive thru is Monday, July 13
from 5 to 6 p.m. and includes one
pork chop, ¼ chicken, applesauce,
baked beans, cole slaw, roll and butter
prepared by 5 B’s Catering.
Cost of the meal is $11, payable

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Prime Timers BBQ Drive Thru
Monday, July 13, 2020
5-6 p.m., DeKalb County Farm Bureau Parking Lot

in advance at Farm Bureau. Cash
or check payment can be made in
person at the Farm Bureau office or
by mailing in the form on this page.
Deadline for payment and registration
is Tuesday, July 7.
The drive thru replaces the annual
Prime Timers Summer BBQ typically
held in the Farm Bureau Auditorium
and entertainment in the theater,
which is not permissable due to
COVID restrictions.
For more information, call the Farm
Bureau office, 815-756-6361. ■

Name(s) ______________________________________________________
Phone Number _________________________________________________
No. Meals _____________ @ $11 each
Total Enclosed $ __________________
Registration & payment due by Tuesday, July 7, 2020.

Winston Churchill: The British Bulldog
This year commemorates the 75th
Anniversary of the end of World War
II. So it’s rather fitting to learn more
about the war with a guest appearance
by Winston Churchill, portrayed by
Terry Lynch, on Monday, Aug. 3 at
Farm Bureau.
The British Bulldog, Winston
Churchill, was one of the most
influential people of the 20th Century.
He saw England through some of the
darkest days of World War II.
Hear the story of the life and career
of British’s Prime Minister at the
Prime Timers program and luncheon.
Terry Lynch returns for another
remarkable historic portrayal.
Lunch begins at 12-noon in the
Farm Bureau Auditorium, followed
by the program at 1 p.m. in the
theater.

Upcoming
Prime Timers
Programs
Aug. 3
Winston Churchill:
The British Bulldog
portrayed by Terry Lynch
Sept. 14
Music by Teri Goodman
Oct. 5
The Gavin Wilson Show
Nov. 2
Truman’s Ridge Band

July 13 Prime Timers
Entertainment Cancelled

To register contact the Farm Bureau
office and pay the $7 lunch fee by
July 28. ■

The Convertibles will not
be entertaining Prime Timers
during the annual BBQ based on
COVID restrictions. However,
a drive thru meal will be held
with advance meal reservations
required. We hope to have The
Convertibles for another Prime
Timers luncheon in the future. ■
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Back to Belfry for Elvis Tribute
Farm Bureau returns to the Belfry
Theatre for another amazing show!
The Elvis Tribute presented by
Dean Z features a fabulous, upbeat
show at the Belfry Theatre. Dean
Z is a winner of the international
Elvis Tribute Artist competition.
He has traveled all over the world,
and continues to headline in Las
Vegas, dazzling every audience he
encounters with his perfect Elvis
persona.
The King of Rock and Roll lives
on as Dean Z takes you on an eclectic
musical journey into the bygone eras
of soul, rockabilly, rock ‘n’ roll, pop,
and rhythm and blues.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau has
reserved seats for the show at the

Belfry Theatre in Delavan, Wis. on
Saturday evening, Aug. 1.
Before the show, members will
enjoy a delicious prime rib buffet at
the nearby Lake Lawn Resort. Dinner
will feature their prime rib specialty
plus an assortment of other meats,
vegetables, salads and desserts, plus
beverages.
Cost of this Farm Bureau trip is
$117 for members, $127 for guests.
Price includes theater tickets, dinner
and motor coach transportation.
Motor coach departs from Farm
Bureau at 3 p.m. and returns by 10:30
p.m.
Register for this trip at the Farm
Bureau office. Credit card or check
payment will be accepted. A limited

number of spaces are available for
this day trip. ■

Rocky Coast of Maine Trip planned for fall
Take a fall trip to the beautiful
state of Maine with the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau and American
Classic Tours, Oct. 13-19.
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Along the rocky Atlantic coast
from Portland to Bar Harbor are
charming New England scenes of
seaside villages, lighthouses and

lobster fishermen. This guided tour is
a must for fall foliage and the rocky
Coast of Maine sites and tours.
Stop by the Farm Bureau office for
a detailed itinerary and to register.
Cost of this trip is $3,398 per
person double occupancy, $3,998
single occupancy. Trip insurance is
extra.
Highlights include: roundtrip
airfare and private group check-in, 6
nights deluxe hotel accommodations,
12 meals, deluxe motor coach
transportation, all attractions and
entertainment, guided sightseeing
tours of Maine and Boston, cruises of
Boothbay Harbor and Frenchman’s
Bay, tips and gratuities, luggage
handling, premier local guides and
services of American Classic Tour
director.
For more information contact the
Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361. ■

TRIPS

The Savannah Sipping Society at Circa 21
Join Farm Bureau for this Sept. 2
trip to Rock Island dinner theatre.
Farm Bureau has a group of tickets
for Circa 21’s show: The Savannah
Sipping Society on Wednesday, Sept.
2 in Rock Island.
The show: After a hot yoga class
brings four women “of a certain
age” together, they decide their sassy
humor and Southern charm are better
suited for solving life’s problems
over cocktails. Over the course of
six months and through hilarious

misadventures, these middle-aged
women successfully bond and find the
confidence to reclaim the enthusiasm
for life.
The dinner theater: Enjoy a hot
plated lunch with several choices of
main entrees as well as their delicious
desserts!
Cost of this day trip is $87 for Farm
Bureau members, $97 for guests.
Members may register for this trip
beginning Monday, July 13. Call or
stop by the Farm Bureau office and pay
with cash or credit card. ■

See some of the best shows in Branson for Farm Bureau members
Branson Christmas Tour scheduled
for Nov. 16-19.
Farm Bureau is returning to
Branson to see some of the best
shows for the Christmas season. The
Branson Christmas Tour is scheduled
for Nov. 16-19.
The line-up of shows includes: The
Hughes Brothers, Lennon Sisters,
Jimmy Osmond, Dutton Family,
Texas Tenors, Brett Family, Clay
Cooper, and Raiding the Country
Vault.

Registration for Branson is now
being accepted at the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau office.
Cost of the trip for members is $630
for double occupancy, $760 for single
occupancy. Price includes 7 shows, 3
nights hotel accommodations, 6 meals,
motor coach transportation, luggage
handling, and Farm Bureau staff
escort.
A deposit of $300 is due with
registration. Final payment is due Sept.
30.

The trip has been arranged by
Classic Branson Tours and DeKalb
County Farm Bureau.
For a detailed itinerary and to
register visit the Farm Bureau office
or call 815-756-6361. A limited
number of spaces are available. ■

Featuring these shows:
The Hughes Brothers
Lennon Sisters &
Jimmy Osmond
Dutton Family
Texas Tenors
Brett Family
Clay Cooper
Raiding the Country Vault

Cubs Trip Cancelled

Based on restrictions for major
league baseball games, the
Cubs trip to Miller Park in
August has been cancelled. ■
Texas Tenors
June 2020 CONNECTIONS
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Growing Knowledge of Agriculture in the Classroom
Teaching:
School: Genoa-Kingston High School

Mrs. Toni Gabriel

Grade: 9-12
Subjects: Agriculture
Number of years teaching: 15 years
Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy connection: My students help present Ag in the Classroom
lessons every year, and I have been the ag literacy ambassador for our school.
What is your favorite unit to teach? I truly enjoy teaching agriculture in all aspects and
different areas. I enjoy the excitement of a student striking their first welding arc, students’
excitement over seeing plants grow in a greenhouse, and the relief and pride of a food
science presentation.
What do you enjoy most about teaching? I enjoy the daily interactions with students as they
explore careers they may be interested in for their future.
Why is it important for students to learn about food and farming? Students don’t know
what career opportunities are available unless they are exposed to them, so we need to
advocate for the agriculture industry.
Share one memorable teaching story. Every time a student succeeds - it’s a memory. For
some that’s finding a job right out of high school, for others it’s becoming a veterinarian,
while others it’s a state FFA office. They are all important memories to me.
How do you inspire your students? I hope to lead by example with my passion for
agriculture and education.

Personal:
Hometown: Genoa
Family: Husband Eric, daughter Savannah
(4), and son Landon (2)
College/Degree(s): Bachelor’s Degree in
Agricultural Education from the University
of Illinois
What did you want to be when you grew
up? I wanted to be an ag teacher after being
inspired by my own ag teacher in high
school.

Favorites:
Quote: “Leadership is inﬂuence.” John
Maxwell
Hobbies: Chasing toddlers
Book: “Leaders Eat Last” by Simon Sinek
Travel destination: Any and all beaches! ■
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Starting Young

Farm Matching Game distributed
with kindergarten readiness materials
By the time school starts this fall,
more than 1,530 DeKalb County
households will have received a
special toolkit.
Designed to help families prepare
their preschool children to enter
kindergarten, each toolkit contains
crayons, sidewalk chalk, scissors,
dice, a dry erase board and marker,
Play-Doh, a notebook, and a Farm
Matching Game.
The DeKalb County Community
Foundation made the kindergarten
readiness toolkits possible through a
grant program. The Farm Matching
Game is a project of DeKalb County
Farm Bureau’s agricultural literacy
program.
“Our objectives for the Farm
Matching Game overlapped perfectly
with the Community Foundation’s
objectives for the toolkits,” said
Ag Literacy Coordinator Rhodora
Collins. “They wanted to provide
fun ways for families to engage

their young children in
learning, and so did we.
In our case, the game
helps young children and
their families learn about
agriculture around us.”
The game includes 30
pairs of sturdy, colorful
matching cards, or 60
cards total. The front of
each card includes the
image of a farm feature
such as a structure,
machine, animal, or crop
accompanied by the name
of the feature. The backs
Genoa-Kingston kindergartners unload readiness kits
of the cards show an
to be distributed to future students. Each kit contains
aerial photo of a DeKalb
resources to help families prepare their children for
County farm. Most of the
kindergarten.
other card photos were
also taken in DeKalb County.
information on each of the 30 card
Also included with the game is a
images. “The farm facts provided in
16-page booklet containing the game
the booklet make it just as important
rules, suggestions for other ways
as the game,” says Collins, noting it
to use the cards, and background
explains the differences between hay
and straw, silos and grain bins, and
various kinds of machinery, crops,
and livestock—farm features even
some adults find confusing.
Production of the games was made
possible by generous contributions
from local farmers who raise pigs in
partnership with Minnesota-based
Pipestone System. The farmers
with Advantage Pork, Elite Pork,
Future Pork, Independence Pork,
and Precision Pork provided most of
the funding, with additional funds
donated by Pipestone System and
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation for Agriculture.
More information about the game,
including downloadable versions of
the cards, booklet, and a vocabulary
matching activity may be found at
www.GrowYoungMinds.org. ■

A Farm Matching Game is one of the key learning tools contained in the kindergarten
readiness toolkits that over 1,500 DeKalb County families will receive when they register
their children for kindergarten this year.
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Virtual Educator PD

Illinois and National Agriculture in the Classroom offer online summer workshops for teachers.
The COVID-19 pandemic means most face-to-face
professional development opportunities scheduled for
this summer have been cancelled, including Summer Ag
Institutes and the National Agriculture in the Classroom
Conference, which was to have taken place in Salt Lake
City.
The good news? Both the Illinois Agriculture in the
Classroom (IAITC) program and (NAITC) National

Sign up at https://form.jotform.com/201404809381047.

Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom
Teacher Training Sessions
Wednesday, June 24 - 8-9 a.m.

Scrambled States of America: Ag-Themed Books for
Every State (in conjunction with the National Ag in the
Classroom Virtual Summit)

Agriculture in the Classroom are instead offering free
online workshops and virtual field trips in the coming
weeks. This opens up opportunities for educators
who may not have had the time or funds to devote to
multi-day, in-person experiences. All you have to do is
register and get online at the scheduled times!
By participating in at least 6 hours of any
combination of online teacher training or virtual field
trips listed here and by completing a reflection survey,
teachers who live or teach in DeKalb County will be
eligible to receive a $50 stipend.
DeKalb County teachers may receive professional
development credit (PDCs) for participation in the
National AITC Virtual Summit on June 24-25 or the
IAITC 5-hour Mini Conference on July 30. Please
email Rhodora Collins at rcollins@dekalbfarmbureau.
org at least two days prior to participating for
instructions.

Tuesday, June 30 - 9-10 a.m.

The 3-Legged Stool: Finding Classroom Connections
with Ag Sustainability

Tuesday, July 7 - 9-10 a.m.

Plowing Through Our Past: A Look at the History of Ag
in Illinois

Tuesday, July 14 - 9-10 a.m.

Don’t Be a Bad Apple: Tasty Apple-Themed Lessons That
Pack a Crunch

Tuesday, July 21 - 9-10 a.m.

Give ‘Em Pumpkin to Talk About: Engaging PumpkinThemed Texts and Lessons

Thursday, July 30

The Cultures of Agriculture: Exploring the Diversities of
Food and Farming (A Special 5-hour Mini-Conference
from 9:00-noon and 1:00-3:00 with help from Illinois
Commodity Groups)
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Virtual Field Trips

June 25, July 2, 9, 16, 23, and 28, 9-9:30 a.m.
Tour a dairy farm, a pumpkin farm in Utah, the
Staley Museum, and more! ►

AG LITERACY

Sign up at https://www.agclassroom.org/conferences/virtual.cfm.

National Agriculture in the Classroom Virtual Summit
Wednesday, June 24 (elementary teachers, all educators)
8 - 9 a.m.

9:30-10:30 a.m.
11 a.m.-12 p.m.
12:30-1:30 p.m.
2-3 p.m.
3:30-4:30 p.m.

Scrambled States of America: Ag-Themed Books for
Every State (in conjunction with the National Ag in the
Classoom Virtual Summit)
Cattle, Pigs, and Turkeys – Oh My
Hands-On, Problem-Based Learning Where Students
Explore & Create
Driving STEM: Super Soybean Car
Hydroponics in Classrooms: Inexpensive projects & curriculum
Bringing the Farm to the Classroom through Virtual Farm Trips

Thursday, June 25 (middle and high school teachers)
8-9 a.m.
9:30-10:30 a.m.
11 a.m.-12 p.m.
12:30-1:30 p.m.
2-3 p.m.
3:30-4:30 p.m.

Feeding the World and Protecting the Environment
Integrating Agriculture through STEM
Virtual Field Trip: Discover the Cows, Community, and Journey of Dairy in your Classroom
Journey 2050: Engaging Students in World Food Sustainability
Climate Change, Carbon Hoofprints, and Bananas in our Breadbasket?
I Have a Plan! Developing Project-Based Learning Plans for Ag Literacy ■
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SEEN IT

Driving through the countryside
you may see some unique agriculture
related structures or perhaps something
else in a local setting that catches your
eye. Farm Bureau staff will capture images
of DeKalb County and ask members to
identify the photo such as the one pictured.
Tell us what this is and where it is.
Send your response to: connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org and include your
name and address. Or call us at the Farm
Bureau office at 815-756-6361. Correct
answers will be entered into a
drawing to win a $20 gift card.
In the next issue we will reveal
the answer and some interesting
trivia about this photograph. ■
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Waterman Tractor Parade coming July 18
There’s a summer parade in
Waterman that you won’t want to
miss! And this one is exclusively
tractors!
See lots of tractors – from vintage
to modern ones – as the farm
machines power through the streets
of Waterman on Saturday, July 18.
Farmers and other tractor drivers
will showcase a variety of large and
small tractors for the community’s
enjoyment.
The Tractor Parade starts at 10:30
a.m. beginning at Lions Park. It is
being cosponsored by the Waterman
Lions Club and the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau Foundation for
Agriculture.
From the streets of Waterman you
will be able to vote for your favorite
tractor by texting the tractor number
to a designated text site. The tractor
with the most texts will be awarded a
prize.
For those interested in driving a
tractor in the parade, contact the Farm
Bureau office to enter your tractor.
Entry fee is $40 which goes to DeKalb
County Farm Bureau’s Ag in the
Classroom program and also covers
the cost of a noon meal prepared by
the Lions Club.
Tractors will check in by 9:30 a.m.
and line up at Lions Park, 271 S. Birch
St., Waterman. Leading the Tractor

Parade will be Mark Tuttle, DeKalb
County Farm Bureau President.
Tractor drivers who want a longer
ride may also participate in a tractor
drive which starts at 8 a.m. at Rollo
Park and ends at Waterman Lions
Park by 9:30 a.m. to participate in the
Waterman Tractor Parade.

The Tractor Parade is part of the
modified 20th Annual Summerfest
in Waterman. This year the Lions
Club is planning the parade, a
drive thru grilled meal (pork chop,
hamburger or hot dog sandwich), and
draw-down raﬄe during the day. In
the evening they are making plans
for an outdoor drive-in
movie and fireworks, all
while practicing social
distancing.
For more information
contact Shawn
Blobaum, Waterman
Lions Club, 815275-4874 or Mariam
Wassmann, Farm
Bureau Foundation,
815-756-6361.

Tractor drivers, register at Farm Bureau
Get on your tractor and go for a ride in the Waterman Tractor
Parade and Pre-Parade Tractor Drive on July 18. Old and new
tractors can be driven by any age of licensed drivers.
Drivers interested in being in the Pre-Parade Tractor Drive and/or
Waterman Tractor Parade should register with the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau. Registration is due by July 13. ■
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DeKalb County 4-H Fair goes virtual
Like many other summer events, the
DeKalb County 4-H Fair will not be
the same as in past year’s but will
take on a virtual format.
That means that projects will not be
taken to the Farm Bureau Building as
part of the General Projects Show in
July and livestock will not be shown
at the Sandwich Fairgrounds. Instead,
4-H members will submit photos/
videos of their projects to be judged
virtually.
“I know this is an important event
for many in our community and
we appreciate your passion and
commitment to 4-H during this time,”
says Nicole Groezinger, DeKalb
County 4-H Program Coordinator.
University of Illinois Extension
provided guidance about events
sponsored by Extension following
guidance from the Illinois
Department of Public Health and
University of Illinois. They are:
• 4-H members will have an
opportunity to exhibit their project
work and finish their 4-H year.
The state 4-H office has invested
in an online system that will allow

34

CONNECTIONS June 2020

members to submit documentation
such as photos of their project and
provide an explanation about their
work. This will serve as their exhibit.
Videos will be used for judging
livestock and horse projects. The
process is part of the 4-H Fair Entry.
• Although this system doesn’t
allow for in-person, real-time
discussion, judges will provide vital
learning feedback for exhibitors.
• 4-H will continue the same award
and recognition system, including
selection of state fair delegates.
Should the state fair be cancelled,
the exhibits nominated will again be
judged through the online system

used for virtual
county exhibitions.
• Because of the
planning time and
resources involved in each of the
4-H events, Extension is not able to
postpone and stack all events for a
later time in the summer. It is also
uncertain at this time when large
group gatherings will be allowed
and considered safe according to
public health guidelines.
Emails have been sent to 4-H
members. The DeKalb County
Extension will provide training
documents and other materials to
help 4-H members. ■

Show us your projects, 4-H Members!
Send in photos to be featured in the Farm Bureau magazine.
This year’s DeKalb County 4-H Fair won’t be the same as seeing projects
up close on display and watching ringside as livestock are shown. But Farm
Bureau still wants to see your projects!
The DeKalb County Farm Bureau is asking 4-H members to submit a photo
of their project for possible use in the CONNECTIONS magazine. Photos must
be good quality and clearly show the 4-H member with their project.
Members are also asked to provide a brief explanation of the project and
appropriate contact information such as 4-H member’s name, address, 4-H
Club, and phone number.
Farm Bureau will choose as many photos as possible to use in the
July magazine. 4-H members may submit photos to: connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org by July 3.
Any questions may be directed to Mariam Wassmann, 815-756-6361. ■

Source: USDA

Star Spangled Grilling
Grilling season has officially begun and there is no better
way to celebrate the 4th of July than with a classic
cookout. Whether its burgers, chicken, pork chops, or
steaks, the USDA has you covered with these grilling
guidelines to have you ﬂipping food like a PRO. For
more information go to: https://www.usda.gov/media/
blog/2015/07/02/show-us-when-you-are-grillinglikeapro
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Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Caught by Surprise: Half of Americans’ Financial
Security is Worse Since Pandemic Began
New COUNTRY Financial Survey
finds many Americans prioritizing
day-to-day survival over long-term
financial goals.
As the COVID-19 pandemic spreads
across the United States, shuttering
businesses and driving millions to
file for unemployment, Americans’
finances are being hit harder than ever.
According to a new COUNTRY
Financial® survey, nearly half (49
percent) of Americans say their level
of financial security is worse since the
COVID-19 pandemic began. One-third
(33 percent) admit they were not
financially prepared for a pandemic.
While the pandemic has set many
Americans back, it also presents an
opportunity to regroup and get on the
right financial track.

Americans shift priorities & rely on
stimulus checks to get by
In light of the recent pandemic, many
Americans are prioritizing day-to-day
survival over long-term financial goals.
The survey found that approximately 4
in 10 (45 percent) Americans say their
top financial goal since the pandemic
hit is to pay day-to-day expenses,
followed by saving for an emergency
fund (27 percent), saving for retirement
(16 percent) and investing in the stock
market (5 percent).
Americans’ plans for their stimulus
checks also reflect these changing

www.countryfinancial.com
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priorities, with most
who expect a check
saying they’ll spend it on
everyday expenses (38
percent), while others plan
to put the funds towards
a mortgage or rent (15
percent). Only 22 percent
plan to save or invest their
stimulus check.

Ways to take your
finances into your own
hands
While so much remains
uncertain, Americans still have the
power to take the following steps to
improve their finances during this time:
• Develop a budget: The pandemic is
forcing many Americans to make hard
choices – particularly cutting expenses
– so it’s more important than ever to
use this time of uncertainty to establish
a budget and commit to living within
your means.
• Create an emergency fund:
Many Americans struggled to build
an emergency fund even before the
pandemic, but an emergency fund is
now more important than ever. If our
current financial situation gets worse
before it gets better, Americans need to
have money set aside that they can lean
back on in a last resort. If you don’t
currently have an emergency fund,
try to set aside as much as you can
every month and aim to build enough
to cover between three-six months of
living expenses.
• Explore opportunities to lower
interest rates: The pandemic has led to
lower interest rates, which may provide
a great opportunity for some to get
closer to their financial goals, such as

paying off debt or lowering a mortgage
payment. Connect with a financial
representative and lenders to explore all
of your options; just be sure to read the
fine print and take any associated costs
into consideration before making any
decisions.
• Evaluate your long-term goals:
While many of us are just thinking
about how to get by right now, it’s
important to look beyond the pandemic
as well. Talk with your financial
representative about where you stand
with your long-term goals and review
your strategy for achieving them.
The challenges brought on by the
pandemic mean that Americans need
to be more disciplined than ever
when committing to these steps. A
financial rep can help by identifying
the opportunities available to you
during the pandemic, putting a plan
into place for reaching your short-term
and long-term goals, and suggesting
strategies to help you stick to that plan.
To learn more, visit the COVID-19
information page on the COUNTRY
Financial website. ■

They Grow Up So Fast
By Nicole Jonutz

Farm Bureau member, Nicole Jonutz, fell in love with photography while taking photos of her
children. Nicole snapped this photo of her two-year-old daughter, Maddy, as she explored growing
corn in a field on Hartman Rd. Nicole and her family have a cow-calf operation in Maple Park.

Capture the Country Photo Contest
• Photo contest is open to local, amateur photographers.
• Take photographs within DeKalb County of anything
that represents country life.

Enter our 2020 Capture the Country Photo Contest for a
chance to be published in CONNECTIONS magazine.
• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org with a
brief description of the photo’s location and the city you are from.
• Each month a winning photo will be chosen and published in
CONNECTIONS magazine. ■
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Clean Sweep program for disposing of ag pesticides in late summer
DeKalb County farmers can
dispose of unwanted chemicals for
free through the Illinois Department
of Agriculture’s (IDOA) agricultural
pesticide Clean Sweep program.
A Clean Sweep collection has
been established for late summer for
DeKalb and surrounding counties. The
collection is open to farmers, retired
farmers, nursery owners, private
pesticide applicators, structural pest
control applicators and landowners
who inherited unwanted ag pesticides
with their property.
“There are two main reasons to
take advantage of this program,”
said Doug Owens, Bureau Chief
of Environmental Programs. “The
Department is able to provide the
service free of charge thanks to a grant
obtained from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency. If individuals were
to properly dispose of agrichemicals
on their own, it could be expensive.
Secondly, the State of Illinois, not
the program participant, will assume
liability for the proper disposal of all
materials collected.”
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Participants must register the products they plan to dispose of
by July 22. Registration is required to give the waste disposal
contractor time to prepare for the different kinds of materials
that will need to be handled. Forms can be obtained either by
calling the IDOA’s Pesticide Hotline at 1-800-641-3934 or by
visiting one of the program sponsors.
Completed forms should be mailed or faxed to the IDOA, Clean
Sweep Program, State Fairgrounds, P.O. Box 19281, Springfield, IL 62794-9281.
The fax number is 217-524-4882. Participants then will be sent a reservation card
indicating the date, time and location of their collection.
The Clean Sweep program began in 1990 in Illinois. Since the inception of the
program, IDOA has held 50 collection events and collected 584,219 pounds of
material from 2,088 participants.
Local sponsors are the DeKalb County Soil and Water Conservation District,
University of Illinois Extension DeKalb County and the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau. ■

Master Gardeners answer your gardening questions
The DeKalb County Master Gardeners offer a free service answering garden
questions at their Horticulture Help Desk.
Master Gardeners provide research-based answers to questions, and take time
to find the information you need for your specific circumstance.
Visit the Extension website at extension.
illinois.edu/bdo. If you have specific
questions about the Master Gardener
program, please contact Judy Hodge,
Extension Program Coordinator at hodg@
illinois.edu. ■
News provided by offices in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture

CFAP applications accepted
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), through
the Farm Service Agency (FSA), is now accepting
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP)
applications from agricultural producers who have suffered losses.
Background - CFAP provides vital financial assistance to producers of
agricultural commodities who have suffered a five-percent-or-greater price
decline due to COVID-19 and face additional significant marketing costs as
a result of lower demand, surplus production, and disruptions to shipping
patterns and the orderly marketing of commodities.
Farmers and ranchers will receive direct support, drawn from two
possible funding sources. The first source of funding is $9.5 billion
in appropriated funding provided in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Stability (CARES) Act to compensate farmers for losses due
to price declines that occurred between mid-January 2020, and mid-April
2020 and provides support for specialty crops for product that had been
shipped from the farm between the same time period but subsequently
spoiled due to loss of marketing channels. The second funding source uses
the Commodity Credit Corporation Charter Act to compensate producers
for $6.5 billion in losses due to on-going market disruptions.
Non-Specialty Crops and Wool - Non-specialty crops eligible for CFAP
payments include malting barley, canola, corn, upland cotton, millet, oats,
soybeans, sorghum, sunflowers, durum wheat, and hard red spring wheat.
Wool is also eligible. Producers will be paid based on inventory subject
to price risk held as of January 15, 2020. A payment will be made based
50 percent of a producer’s 2019 total production or the 2019 inventory as
of January 15, 2020, whichever is smaller, multiplied by the commodity’s
applicable payment rates.
Livestock - Livestock eligible for CFAP include cattle, lambs, yearlings
and hogs. The total payment will be calculated using the sum of the
producer’s number of livestock sold between January 15 and April 15,
2020, multiplied by the payment rates per head, and the highest inventory
number of livestock between April 16 and May 14, 2020, multiplied by the
payment rate per head.
Dairy - For dairy, the total payment will be calculated based on a
producer’s certification of milk production for the first quarter of calendar
year 2020 multiplied by a national price decline during the same quarter.
The second part of the payment is based a national adjustment to each
producer’s production in the first quarter.
Specialty Crops - For eligible specialty crops, the total payment will
be based on the volume of production sold between January 15 and April
15, 2020; the volume of production shipped, but unpaid; and the number
of acres for which harvested production did not leave the farm or mature
product destroyed or not harvested during that same time period, and which
have not and will not be sold. Specialty crops include, but are not limited
to, almonds, beans, broccoli, sweet corn, lemons, iceberg lettuce, spinach,
squash, strawberries and tomatoes. A full list of eligible crops can be found
on farmers.gov/cfap. Additional crops may be deemed eligible at a later
date.

Producers can apply for
assistance now through
Aug. 28, 2020.
Eligibility - There is a payment
limitation of $250,000 per person or
entity for all commodities combined.
Applicants who are corporations,
limited liability companies or limited
partnerships may qualify for additional
payment limits where members
actively provide personal labor or
personal management for the farming
operation. Producers will also have
to certify they meet the Adjusted
Gross Income limitation of $900,000
unless at least 75 percent or more of
their income is derived from farming,
ranching or forestry-related activities.
Producers must also be in compliance
with Highly Erodible Land and
Wetland Conservation provisions.
Applying for Assistance Producers can apply for assistance now
through Aug. 28, 2020. Additional
information and application forms
can be found at farmers.gov/cfap.
Producers of all eligible commodities
will apply through their local FSA
office. Documentation to support the
producer’s application and certification
may be requested. FSA has
streamlined the signup process to not
require an acreage report at the time of
application and a USDA farm number
may not be immediately needed.
Payment Structure - To ensure
the availability of funding throughout
the application period, producers will
receive 80 percent of their maximum
total payment upon approval of the
application. The remaining portion
of the payment, not to exceed the
payment limit, will be paid at a later
date as funds remain available.
DeKalb/Kane/DuPage County FSA
Office is open for business by phone
appointment only at 815-756-3234 x 2. ■
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In Memory of Allan Aves
Farm Bureau lost a dear family member and respected
leader with the passing of Allan Aves.
Allan was a lifelong member of Farm Bureau and served
for 18 years on the Board of Directors, of which nine years
he led the organization as president, from 1977 to 1986.
Allan was DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s 11th president.
During his presidency and a good share of his farming
career, Allan was active in political circles as a prominent
agricultural leader.
“His energy and passion for agriculture was clearly
evident,” said Doug Dashner, who served as manager of
the county Farm Bureau the last seven years of Allan’s
presidency. “We must remember that during his tenure as
president in the early ‘80s agriculture was suffering critical
pressures not unlike today.”
“Allan tirelessly ‘beat the drum’ for agriculture in
whatever setting he encountered locally, statewide,
nationally or internationally,” said Doug. Beyond the
county, Allan served as president of the American Soybean
Association and was District 1 Director for the Illinois
Farm Bureau. Among his many distinctions, he was named
Master Farmer in 1983 and received Illinois Farm Bureau’s
Distinguished Service Award in 1998.

Allan Aves enjoyed collecting DeKalb Ag memorabilia and had quite
an extensive collection. He sold his collection and donated some of
the proceeds to the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation. Allan
served for many years on the DeKalb AgResearch Board.
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Kirkland farmer Allan Aves represented agriculture at the county,
state and national level as a prominent farm leader. He served
as president of DeKalb County Farm Bureau and the American
Soybean Association.

During his Farm Bureau presidency he championed
the expansion of staff for members’ benefit with the
creation of a Local Governmental Affairs Director, a Farm
Business Consultant and a Director of Information.
Allan and his wife Ruth farmed with sons Barry and
Kevin in rural Kirkland. They survive him along with
daughters Lynn of Colorado and Diane of Minnesota
and their families.
Allan died April 13 at the age of 89. Farm Bureau
extends its deepest condolences to the Aves family. ■

The Illinois Farm Bureau presented Allan Aves with
their Distinguished Service Award in 1998 based on his
leadership and service to agriculture. Ron Warfield, then
IFB President, made the presentation. Allan served on the
Illinois Farm Bureau Board of Directors.
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Applying the right products to the right place is
essential to each crop acre. That’s why growers
turn to FS for custom application. Our applicators
stay focused on what’s ahead by applying accurate
inputs at just the right time in the crop life cycle.
Our custom applicators maximize each acre and
ensure your fields are ready for what’s next.
Contact Conserv FS for your custom application
needs.
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