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Fill your tank this summer. Be ready for winter.
At Conserv FS, we offer flexible programs and attractive pricing plans to
fit every budget! That is why we want to make sure you take advantage
of our Summer Fill program. Fill your tank when demand is less and
prices are typically lower.
Contact your local FS Propane Specialist Today!
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20048 Webster Rd
DeKalb, IL 60115
(815) 756-2739

Connecting to You

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

The Year That Stood Still
The impact COVID-19 has had on agriculture is huge.
Like many businesses, it has disrupted our trade, our
prices, product demand and our future outlook for years
to come. It has also impacted our friends, our families
and our children.
It is a time in our lives that will not be forgotten
and in some ways will be remembered because of the
disruption.
Do you remember where you were on September 11?
Or where you were when President Kennedy was shot?
I know for me it is hard to forget.
The same is true for 2020. I would never have
predicted high school or college without graduations, a
summer without fairs and 4-H shows, no Farm Progress
Show, and virtually every summer event canceled. And
soon, schools will start up with online learning and
social distancing restrictions. This time, too, will be
etched in my mind as the year that stood still.

COVID stress is impacting all of us. It is impacting
our farms, our small communities, our small businesses
and our economy. It also impacts our general health, our
mental health and our actions. With this in mind, reach
out to your neighbors and friends to check in on them.
And ask them how things are going.
Through it all, I assure you Farm Bureau is here for
you and remains strong for the benefit of our members. ■
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On Prairie Drive

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

A Year Without Fairs
No one saw it coming.
We thought this COVID-19 pandemic would
be over by summer and life would return to
normal. But it hasn’t. Fairs were among the
long list of summer events to be cancelled.
The DeKalb County 4-H Fair is going virtual,
which means members will have their projects
judged by sending in photos or videos. There
will be no in-person judging. But at least the kids will be rewarded for their hard
work through the virtual judging process. It just will be different.
The Sandwich Fair has been cancelled. So that means no livestock shows, no
foods nor clothing nor photography nor grain entries, no musical entertainment,
no FFA petting zoo, no great tasting fair food…
Personally, I’m going to miss both of these local fairs. I haven’t missed a 4-H
Fair in four decades and I only missed a couple of Sandwich Fairs (when I was in
college). As a farm kid the fairs were part of our family fun. We showed livestock
and when we were done showing we still went to the fairs to watch others show.
I think about the kids who have worked with their animals to get them ready
for these fairs. Steers, pigs, sheep, goats, dairy and other animals were being fed,
groomed and exercised so kids could show off their prized animals. But not this
year.
Believe me, the young 4-H’ers won’t forget this year. Fifty years from now,
they will still remember 2020 – the year without fairs. ■
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Calendar
SEPTEMBER

Sept. 7
Labor Day Holiday
Farm Bureau Ofﬁce closed
The Farm Bureau ofﬁce is open
Mon.- Fri., 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
with some restrictions. Please call
if you need to meet with staff,
815-756-6361.

Changes?

Events mentioned in this magazine
are subject to change. If you have any
questions about Farm Bureau events
please contact the Farm Bureau ofﬁce.

Find the corn kernel and win!
Let’s see if you can find the corn kernel
(resembling the one here) in this month’s
issue of our magazine and be eligible to
win a prize.
Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-7566361, by July 31 for your chance to win.
When responding by email, please
include the page number and exact
description of the location of the kernel
on that page. You will also need to include
your name, address and phone number in
the email.
Correct answers will be put into a
drawing and one winner will be drawn to
receive a $20 gift card.
Last month’s winner of the corn kernel
contest was Ursula Sarver of DeKalb.
The corn kernel was hidden on page 8
in the gardening glove photo of the June
CONNECTIONS. ■

Follow us!
facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
twitter.com/DCFBureau
pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine
www.CultivateConnections.org
Farm Bureau Main Site
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org
Foundation for Agriculture
www.PlantALegacy.org
Ag Literacy
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to:

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

By the
NUMBERS
History of DeKalb County
4-H Fair Livestock Show
The DeKalb County 4-H Fair Livestock Show has been
held at various locations over the years. For many years
the 4-H Fair was held in conjunction with the Sycamore
Farmer’s Club Jr. Fair and local Granges. The Sycamore
Farmer’s Club Jr. Fair ran from 1940-2006.
From the early 1930s to the late 1940s the 4-H Fair
was held alongside the Sandwich Fair at the Sandwich
Fairgrounds.
In 1948 and 1949, 4-H members took their livestock to
Klage’s Woods to show. Klage’s Woods was located on
Rt. 23 north of DeKalb next to the County Farm.
The 4-H Fair moved to the Hunter-Nelson barns on the
Ellwood Farm in 1950, located on North First Street,
DeKalb.
Then in 1951 the DeKalb County 4-H Fair Livestock Show
returned to the Sandwich Fairgrounds and has been
there since as its own show typically held in August. The
DeKalb County Sandwich Fair is held after Labor Day, in
September, at the Sandwich Fairgrounds.
This year, for the ﬁrst year ever, the 4-H Livestock Show
will be held virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic. ■
Sources: DeKalb County Farmer, Joiner History Room,
DeKalb County Archives
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Livestock Show Memories
Farm kids remember the days
when they showed livestock
at the DeKalb County 4-H Fair.
Even if it’s been 60+ years.

Their prized animals were selected from their farm herd or purchased in hopes of
showing their finest livestock. After the fair, their show animals returned to the farm.
We asked these grown up local farm kids to share their show experiences with us as
they look back to the past.

Jim Bridge
DeKalb

Livestock Shown: Beef cattle & market
hogs
Show Years: 1960-1964
4-H Club: Afton Boys
Show Memories: I remember the times
that several calves got loose when
unloading; they got spooked. It took a lot of us to round them up.
1961
One year we had so much rain that caused the trucks to get stuck
at the fairgrounds.
Best Part: Meeting other 4-H’ers from all parts of the county, great concession stand, great job that the Extension
advisors did, and the volunteers. Also, I enjoyed the General Projects Show when it was held at the fairgrounds
simultaneously with the Livestock Show. The combined shows brought a lot of variety and families to the fair.
Notables: I think we had a square dance one year. The 4-H Fair lasted from Wednesday afternoon until Sunday afternoon.
Back then, the fair was bigger.

Bob Diedrich
DeKalb

1950
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Livestock Shown: Beef cattle
Show Years: 1948-1958
4-H Club: Afton Boys
Show Memories: One year at the Sandwich
Fair Junior Show we had to parade our cattle
in front of the grandstand. When returning
to the barns through the infield grass, the band started playing music.
With a loud crash of drums and cymbals, this spooked about 20 head
of cattle, dragging kids. There was never a parade after that incident.
Best Part: Meeting other 4-H’ers while grooming and showing their
animals. Also, learning new techniques over the years.
Notables: These were exciting times for youngsters, ages 10 to 21. ►

Bob Jordal
DeKalb

Livestock Shown: Beef cattle & hogs
Show Years: 1952-1958
4-H Club: DeKalb Choreboys
Show Memories: I remember having
some good fun with the assistant farm
advisor, Dave Myatt. He said us young
guys were always up to something. My
best show year was when I was in eighth
grade and showed Chester Whites. I had Grand Champion Barrow,
1956
Pen of Barrows and Market Litter. It swept the show that year.
Best Part: The comradery with friends was the best part and the
satisfaction of showing.
Notables: My show years sparked my interest in raising beef cattle. I fed cattle for several years and then had a cow-calf
herd. My 4-H years were enjoyable – at the fair, attending Federation meetings, and later participating in Rural Youth
with many of the same 4-H friends.

Gene Miller
Sycamore

Livestock Shown: Beef cattle & hogs
Show Years: 1951-1959
4-H Club: Lovell’s Luck
Show Memories: The fair was always a time
of preparation and anticipation of looking
forward to meeting up with friends from
previous years from across DeKalb County
4-H clubs. I remember when we slept on
blankets above the dairy barn where we played cards and pranks on
others, told stories and jokes until the wee hours of the morning. It
was a great time away from home, making some great friends.
Best Part: It was the culmination of finally being able to compete
against friends with my animals in the show ring, the reward of
months of dedication and hard work. Winning ribbons and prize
1954
money were a bonus to my 4-H projects along with life-long values
and lessons learned.
Notables: In my last year of 4-H my Spotted Poland China gilt farrowed nine piglets but
refused to let them nurse from her. Consequently, I bottle fed the six surviving piglets every
three hours until weaning and was able to take them to the fair in August. They placed well
and saved my project from disaster. I learned the extra effort was well worth it. ►
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Livestock Show Memories
Joan (Baie) Stanley
Waterman

Livestock Shown: Hogs
Show Years: 1959-1964
4-H Club: Waterman Winners
Show Memories: I showed Spotted Poland
China pigs at the fair. My dad (Arden) helped
me get ready for the show – washing, cleaning
and brushing the pigs. He also taught me how
to show pigs; he showed pigs at several county
and state fairs. Showing was a family affair for us. I remember one time
1959
in the show ring another pig ran between my legs and took me for a
ride!
Best Part: I liked showing animals with other 4-H members. Each year I looked forward to the fair and seeing old friends
again.
Notables: Girls were not allowed to stay overnight at the fairgrounds, but the boys could. Growing up on the farm and
4-H provided so many opportunities for me. I was a member of two clubs – the livestock club and a girl’s club. My
mother was a 4-H leader for the girl’s club.

Roger Steimel
DeKalb

Livestock Shown: Hogs & beef
cattle
Show Years: 1950-1957
4-H Club: DeKalb Choreboys
Show Memories: My first year in
4-H at the age of 11, I bought a bred
Chester White gilt. She farrowed
a litter of seven pigs, six of which
I took to the fair. I was overwhelmed by winning three
trophies. I never came close to matching that the rest of my
show years. That fair was held at the large Ellwood barns
1950
on North First Street in DeKalb. I went on to serve as a 4-H
leader for 10 years and was the swine show superintendent
at the same time.
Best Part: The comradery with other 4-H members was the best part of showing.
Notables: We stayed overnight at the fair in a cattle trailer. Also I enjoyed the friendly competition between our 4-H club
and the Afton Boys from the fair to softball tournaments. ►
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Orrin F. Vandeburg
Sycamore

Livestock Shown: Beef cattle & hogs
Show Years: 1949-1959
4-H Club: Lovell’s Luck
Show Memories: I showed at three 4-H
fairs in conjunction with the Sycamore
Farmers Club which was a fair of its
own before closing. They were: Klages’s
Woods on Rt. 23, DeKalb; Hunter &
1952
Nelson’s on North First St., DeKalb; and then at the Sandwich
Fairgrounds. It was great sleeping at Sandwich Fairgrounds in
the loft above the dairy barn.
Best Part: Knowing what to look for in the type of animals at that time. I have seen a great deal of change in animals
over the years.
Notables: I was 10 years old when I borrowed money from the bank ($100) to purchase my first steer for the feedlot. I
started keeping records on my calendar for feed and other costs to put in my 4-H records. I paid all costs for my animals.
I have been a 4-H Leader for 62 years.

Kent Wesson
Leland

Livestock Shown: Sheep & hogs
Show Years: 1950 - 1958
4-H Club: Suydam Victor
Show Memories: Fair time started long
before the actual fair. Sheep always took
much longer to prep than swine, with
the washing and trimming of the sheep’s
wool. Show day was the big day, and I was
always nervous about how the animal would show. We were also
very aware of our competition. We learned that any day, a different
judge would see things differently. I remember the year there was
a major change in the meat type hogs. At the FFA Fair, my brother
1956
Norman and I did very well. Two days later at the 4-H Fair, it was a
battle to see which one of us would be in the last pen!
Best Part: Looking back, the best part was getting to know and compete against fellow 4-H members. These folks
would be part of our lives all thru our life continuing to cross paths in 4-H, Extension, Farm Bureau, and commodity
organizations.
Notables: From the show years of 4-H to present day, the changes in our livestock are amazing. In the 1950’s, lambs
might take 8 months to make 100-110 pounds. Now in five months they weigh 150 pounds. Finished heifers were 900-950
pounds, now 1300-1400 pounds and steers 1400-1500 pounds today. Barrows and gilts were 230 pounds in the ‘50s, and
now are closer to 300 pounds. Like all agriculture, it seems we are doing more with less. ■
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the
Deanne Frieders
Holy cow, I mean steer
“I’m okay with it if we get a cow. Or two.”
I’ll never forget uttering the words to my husband, Ryan. I was
completely surprised to hear that string of words leaving my mouth.
For those of you who were raised on a farm, you probably would have
said steer, heifer, or some term I don’t have in my vocabulary, but I just
went with “cow”.
You see, I didn’t grow up on a farm. I didn’t take one single
agriculture class in high school. I was in Brownies and Girl Scouts, not
FFA.
So when I agreed to raise a cow or two, that was a big deal. We’re
talking miles outside of my comfort zone of my childhood goldfish and
hamster.
Fast forward to two years later, and we’ve had two heifers and as I
write this, we have four more cows. Steers, to be specific.
See what I did there? I’m learning!
In fact, raising beef cattle has been a great family experience for all of
us. It’s something we can do without ever leaving our yard. If there was
ever a time to stay at home and be entertained, this is it, right?!?
In keeping with the
family adventure, our kids
helped to name our herd.
I’ve got to say, they were
super creative and did not
disappoint!
We have Cutie, Jack,
Astro and Rocket. Never,
ever would I have picked
out those names, but there
they are.
Cutie is the leader of
the pack. He’s the eldest,
but also smaller than the
others. He loves a good
head scratch and is the first
to venture forward while
the others wait to see if he’s
deemed a situation okay.
Jack is….unique. He’s
very skittish and he doesn’t
want a whole lot to do with
us. We just let him do his
thing.
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Deanne Frieders is a farm woman from
rural Waterman who raises four kids and a
dog, constantly cooks, blogs, and helps her
husband with the family grain farm.

Rocket darts like a bullet all over the
barn and farm. Kidding. Rocket likes to eat
hay and lounge. He doesn’t do much other
than that.
And then there’s Astro, which naturally,
is short for Astronaut.
Luke, our five year old picked his name
out. This guy loves attention and he’s not
afraid to give a nudge to make sure you
don’t forget about his head pat. He’s the
social butterﬂy of the bunch.
Our kids love driving their mini gator
around them and they have quite the herd
following.
During the COVID quarantine, I went
outside and talked to them about my
concerns and frustrations. They’re actually
very good listeners and they tend to agree
with me.
That’s a plus!
So if you happen to drive by the farm
and see me outside hanging with the
“cows”, you’ll know I’m in one of my new,
sometimes smelly, happy place. ■

What is THAT?

Years ago detasseling corn was a common summer job
for teenagers in our county especially since DeKalb was
home to DEKALB seed corn and there were several fields
of seed corn grown locally.
Then, most of the corn tassels were removed by hand.
Today, machines remove most of the tassel, the pollenproducing ﬂowers from the top of the corn plant. Laborers
walk the fields to remove tassels which machines miss.

Why detassel corn?

Detasseling is a form of pollination control. The purpose
of detasseling is to cross-breed or hybridize two different
varieties of field corn.
Farmers get their seed from companies that cross
pollinate corn to create hybrids with beneficial traits like
drought tolerant and disease resistant.

By Machine

Detasseling machines remove about 85 – 90% of
the tassels in a ﬁeld. Manual labor is then needed
to ﬁnish the ﬁeld.

Detasseled Field of Corn

CORN DETASSELING
How is detasseling done?

Every corn plant is both male and
female. The male part of the corn is
the tassel, and the female is silk. The
tassel will self-pollinate the silk during
growth.
Seed companies detassel corn plants
in one location to ensure that another
corn plant pollinates that ear.
Corn grown for seed is typically detasseled in rows of
four, with one row left with tassels to pollinate the four
female rows. Only the female corn grown is harvested
for seed.
Detasseling typically occurs in July in seed corn fields
in this area. ■

By Hand

Tassels are removed by people grasping the
base of the tassel, breaking it, then pulling it
from the top of the corn plant.

Photos courtesy of Bayer Crop Science
July 2020 CONNECTIONS
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Gazing Ball

Trellis with Clematis
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Pergola

Fencing with Red Mandevilla Vine
Photos courtesy of Bob Lindholm

Barbara Lindholm, University of Illinois Extension, DeKalb County Master Gardener

A Garden with Good Bones
From April to October, we enjoy our flower gardens. We ﬁnd their over all
visual appearance pleasing. What if all the flowers were removed from the
garden? Would our garden areas still be appealing or would they be lacking
in form and design?
One of the easiest ways to bring a
good design element to the garden
is to introduce appropriate size
structures to our landscape. Structures
provide our gardens with “good
bones” even if all the ﬂowers were to
disappear.
The Trellis
One of the most basic structures
for the garden is the trellis which
offers a variety of shapes and sizes.
This structure will add height and
interest and is especially efficient
in small garden spaces. Annual and
perennial vines are well suited for
use on a trellis. More than one vine
can be displayed for color interest
to continue throughout the seasons.
A classic combination for a trellis is
the combining of climbing roses with
clematis vines.
The Arbor
The garden arbor or arch serves
many functions in the landscape. It
can be an attractive and charming

entry path into your garden area.
Arbors with a bench seating
component can create a shady retreat
for relaxation on a hot day. The use
of fragrant climbing plants such as
roses, jasmine or honeysuckle on
arbors presents a pleasing aroma to
visitors as they enter your garden.
The Pergola
Now lets meet the multi-task
specialist of the garden structure
world--the pergola.This structure
serves as a large, anchor element in
the garden landscape. The pergola
is comprised of two, strong up right
panels that support a sturdy, overhead
canopy. If both side pieces are built
with wooden trellis lattice, climbing
plants will have plenty of space to
grow. Many activities can take place
on a pergola.
The included pergola photo shows
an example of how this structure can
be used. Sweet Autumn clematis
and wisteria vines cover the outside
areas while four smaller clematis,

three hanging baskets, a garden cart
and, tucked in a corner hidden from
view, bird nesting sites complete the
versatility and functional use of a
pergola. What more could you ask?
The pergola has it all.
Other Garden Accessories
Depending on the size and focus
of your landscape, fences, walls
and gates can be a great backdrop
for some of your favorite garden
accessory elements. If you are
working in a small space, you might
want to consider smaller structures
such as birdbaths, gazing balls on
pedestals, obelisks, planted containers
and small benches.
Garden structures accentuate and
enhance your over all landscape
appearance. They provide dramatic
focal points, elevate through the use
of vertical accents, provide seating
and serve as fragrant entryways to
your garden. Function and charm
ﬂourish in a garden with “good
bones.” ■

Got a Gardening Question?

Garden structures accentuate and enhance
your overall landscape appearance.

Gardening questions can be emailed to
uiemg-dekalb@illinois.edu. The Master
Gardener Help Desk is closed due to the
coronavirus.
July 2020 CONNECTIONS
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Q: Why do young people show farm
animals at the 4-H fair?

A: Showing farm animals helps us learn
how to raise and care for livestock
which we hope to do in the future on
our family farm.

We are Warren Schweitzer, 11, (third year
4-H member) and Elijah Schweitzer, 10,
(second year 4-H member). We are brothers
and live in rural Malta. We have four pigs, two
head of cattle, and laying hens. We were really
excited to show at the fair this year but given
the current situation we will only be having a
virtual fair.
We also have a small business selling farm
fresh eggs. Our egg business is called Yolkal
Eggs. We enjoy the many opportunities of
living on a farm.

We are in 4-H to prepare us for our
future since we both hope to farm. We

decided to do livestock projects because on
our farm we someday hope to have livestock.
At the fair we can show our hard work and
dedication to being a farmer.
Also, going to the fair and talking to the
judges prepares us for talking to business
people in the future. We are learning about
how to manage a budget with our projects and
company. At the fair you meet new people you
have not known before.

Taking care of animals is hard work.

You have to make a routine so our routine
is doing chores morning and evening. You
have to feed them and make sure they have
water. We turn on and off the pig’s and cattle’s
fans depending on the outside temperature to
make sure that they are comfortable. For our
chickens, we collect eggs twice a day.

The Schweitzer boys – Warren and Elijah – raise beef cattle and pigs
to show at the 4-H Fair. It’s a family project on their Malta farm. Their
parents are Mike and Amy Schweitzer.

When we are doing chores we make sure our livestock are
acting normally. If we notice anything is wrong we tell our parents
immediately and they contact the vet if it is something medical or
they come help us if we cannot fix it or if something breaks.

To get our animals ready for the fair we work with our
livestock a lot. We walk our animals so they show properly.

For cattle we put a halter on them and lead them around our farm
practicing setting up their feet, keeping their heads up, and moving
them around. For pigs we use show sticks to encourage them to
move in the right direction. Tapping them gently on the side and
neck tells them where to go. We wash them for skin care and mostly
to keep them clean. For proper hair and skin care for our cattle and
pigs we wash them regularly and the cattle we also brush out and
blow dry their hair. This helps to grow their hair and condition their
skin but also calms them and helps to tame them.
Before we go to the fair every year, we review our pig’s and our
cattle’s birth dates and feed ratios. We wash them and load up all
of our show supplies, then we load up the animals, and drive all the
way to Sandwich Fairgrounds.
The first livestock we raised were 21 laying hens. Those hens
were the beginning of Yolkal Eggs, our company that sells farm
fresh eggs. We have been lucky to have so much support for our
business from family and friends. We have learned how to budget for
expenses and income and how profit works. Yolkal Eggs has helped
us to start saving for college.
Our mom and dad have helped us a lot with our livestock projects
and egg business. We work together in the barn and have made
mostly good memories as a family.
This is how our 4-H livestock project works. We hope you
understand how it is to show 4-H livestock. We work really hard
with our animals so that we can raise good quality livestock and
learn more about it, too. ■
Warren & Elijah Schweitzer
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FARM & FOOD
Beef Sustainability: What is Sustainability?

Fewer Cattle, Less Emissions

Same Beef, Fewer Cattle
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FARM COUNTRY

County Farm Bureau leaders elected
Meet the 2020 leadership team.
Typically, the election of county
Farm Bureau officers occurs in late
March each year. But this March
was atypical with the COVID-19
pandemic. After the reopening of
Phase 4, Farm Bureau leaders were
able to meet at the Farm Bureau
Building and conduct business.
On June 29, the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau Board of Directors
elected officers of the Farm Bureau
Executive Committee.
Serving in Farm Bureau leadership
are: President Mark Tuttle, Vice
President Steve Bemis, Secretary Roy
Plote, and Treasurer Steve Drendel.
Here’s a brief profile of the
leadership team highlighting their
Farm Bureau and farming roles.
Mark Tuttle – This is Mark
Tuttle’s ninth year as president of the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau. He
represents the county Farm Bureau
at local, state and national meetings
and has served in various leadership
capacities. He is the 15th president of
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau and
is in his 19th year as a director of the
organization.
Mark also represents District 1 as a
director of the Illinois Farm Bureau.
The fourth generation Somonauk
farmer raises corn, soybeans, wheat,
and beef cows. He also has a trucking
business.
Mark has three adult daughters and
two sons: Katherine, Elaine, Paula,
Nelsen and Eric.
Steve Bemis – Elected as Farm
Bureau’s new vice president is Steve
Bemis. Steve has been a Farm Bureau
director for 25 years.
In the past Steve served on the
Executive Committee for 10 years,
including being Farm Bureau’s
treasurer.
A fifth generation DeKalb farmer,
Steve grows corn and soybeans in his
family farm operation.
14
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Farm Bureau’s Executive Committee - (From left) Roy Plote, secretary; Mark Tuttle,
president; Steve Bemis, vice president; and Steve Drendel, treasurer.

Steve has three adult daughters:
Emily, Courtney and Heather.
Roy Plote – Serving his 11th year
as secretary, Roy Plote has been a
member of the Executive Committee
for as many years. He has been a
Farm Bureau director for 18 years.
Roy and his brother farm in rural
Leland. They grow corn, soybeans,
wheat and hay, and also raise beef
cattle as sixth generation farmers.
Roy also is a commodity broker.
He and his wife, Janet, have two
sons, Ethan and Avery.

Steve Drendel – This is Steve
Drendel’s 12th year serving as
Farm Bureau’s treasurer and
a member of the Executive
Committee. He has been a Farm
Bureau director for 20 years.
The Shabbona grain farmer
raises corn and soybeans and is
a sixth generation family farmer.
Steve also has a farm drainage
tile business.
He and his wife, Vickie, have
four adult children, David,
Megan, Katherine and Kevin. ■

2020 Plat Books available
The 2020 DeKalb County Land Atlas and Plat
Book is now available from the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau.
This newest edition, published by Rockford
Map Publishers, is available for purchase for
$25 (members) or $50 (non-members) from the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau office. ■

FARM COUNTRY

Junior shows planned at state fairgrounds
Illinois hosts modiﬁed livestock & horse shows.
Illinois youth exhibitors will return
to the Illinois State Fairground and
the Du Quoin State Fairgrounds in
late summer to show their animals,
according to the Illinois Department
of Agriculture (IDOA).
“After the cancellations of the
Illinois and Du Quoin State Fairs, we
knew there was a need to recognize
our junior exhibitors who work year
round preparing for the fairs,” Acting
Ag Director Jerry Costello II said in

Bernie Robertson
Beef Scholarship
The DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s
Association announces the
availability of the Bernie
Robertson Beef Scholarship.
This scholarship is being
presented by the Robertson
family and the Cattlemen’s
Association in memory of former
cattleman Bernie Robertson.
The $1,000 scholarship will be
awarded to a deserving college
student from a beef family.
To be eligible for the
scholarship, a student or their
parent must be a member of the
Illinois Beef Association and
the DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s
Association.
Students applying must have
recently graduated from high
school or are currently in college
pursuing an undergraduate
degree.
To request the scholarship
application, please contact the
Farm Bureau office, 815-7566361.
Scholarship deadline is Friday,
Aug. 7 and applications may be
mailed or dropped off at the Farm
Bureau office. ■

a prepared statement. “We are excited
to provide modified shows that will
provide an opportunity for young
adults to exhibit their animals safely
following the Restore Illinois plan.”
The livestock shows will happen
on two weekends in Springfield while
the horse shows will start the end of
August in DuQuoin and continue in
September. Participation is restricted
to Illinois residents ages 8 to 21.
Exhibitors will bring beef cattle,
sheep, dairy goats, pygmy goats
and rabbits to show at the Illinois
State Fairgrounds Sept. 11-13. From
Sept. 18-20, exhibitors will show
hogs, dairy cattle and meat goats in
Springfield.
At the Du Quoin State Fairgrounds,
a Junior Horse Show will start with
English style classes Aug. 29-30.

From Sept. 5-6, riders will return for
Western style classes on the southern
Illinois fairgrounds.
A $10 entry fee will be charged for
the Junior Horse Show. Livestock
entry fees will vary, depending on the
species. A $20 fee will be charged for
beef cattle. A $15 fee will be charged
for dairy cattle, swine, sheep and
goats. A $1 fee will be charged for
rabbits and poultry.
On June 12, Gov. J.B. Pritzker
canceled the two state fairs due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Meanwhile, Illinois 4-H is planning
virtual judging for thousands of
4-H’ers who represent their county
4-H programs in state competitions
that traditionally are held during the
Illinois State Fair. ■
Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

Sandwich Fair cancelled this year

The Board of Directors of the Sandwich Fair Association voted unanimously
to cancel the 2020 Sandwich Fair which was scheduled Sept. 9-13.
In the history of the county fair, the fair has never been cancelled, even during
wartimes, bad weather, and other
unsettling events in our country’s
history.
Fair Board President Larry
Dannewitz mentioned that this will
be the first time the Sandwich Fair
has not been held since it began in
1888.
Based on COVID-19
information from the DeKalb
County Health Department, the
Illinois Department of Public
Health, and guidelines form
Illinois Governor JB Pritzker,
these were the driving factors for
cancelling this year’s fair.
Next year’s 133rd Sandwich Fair
will be held Sept. 8-12, 2021. ■
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A glimpse of local history

The Champ
Johnny “Cyclone” Thompson became the pride of DeKalb
County in the early 1900s for his boxing ability. His career
began as an amateur boxer around 1899, in matches in the
back of a room at a bar in the Clare area.
He graduated to more formal boxing at the Stranglers
Club gym in Sycamore. From there he was seen by Chicago
promotors who arranged a fight for him with a man named
Benny Yanger. “Cyclone” Thompson knocked Yanger down
four times in three rounds. From this fight, Thompson rose to
money making fights.
Only 5 feet 4 inches tall, Johnny Thompson, fought
204 fights as a “lightweight” between 1906 and 1914. His
nickname came about because of his ability to unleash a ﬂurry
of punches that would render his opponents ﬂat to the mat in a
hurry.
He had a very successful career, losing a few, but was never
knocked out. When he wasn’t able to meet the lightweight
limit of 135 pounds, he moved to the middleweight class.

“Cyclone” Johnny Thompson stood only 5 feet 4 inches tall
and had a natural ability for boxing. Photo provided by Marcia
Thompson

Johnny’s biggest accomplishment
in boxing took place in Sydney,
Australia in the 1911-1912 season.
During this trip he was scheduled to
fight Billy Papke who was the World
Champion Middleweight in a 20
round bout. Thompson defeated him
on a decision, therefore becoming the
World Champion.
“Cyclone” hung up his gloves in
1913 and returned to Sycamore. He
served as a Sycamore police officer
for four years, being chief for three of
those years. He later became a farmer
in Mayfield Township. He retired
from farming in 1942 and moved
to a house on East State Street in
Sycamore.
Johnny “Cyclone” Thompson died
in 1951, but his legend still lives on in
Sycamore history. ■

Ringside with “Cyclone” Johnny Thompson vs. Pete Sullivan, Salt Lake City, Utah, 1907.
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Information provided by the Joiner
History Room, DeKalb County Archives

FAMILY HEALTH

Simple Summertime Supper
Mid-summer vegetables are plenty and very versatile.

Summer squash are tender and delicious enjoyed raw, grilled or baked.
They are light and take on ﬂavors well. Fresh herbs shine bright as they
finish this very simple dish for summertime suppers.
Select squash that is small to medium in size; as they grow larger, they
tend to have big seeds and the ﬂesh becomes soft. The skin should be
shiny and smooth, firm to the touch.
Yellow squash is underestimated – it is low in calories and a mediumsize squash. It has two grams of protein; ample amount of calcium,
folate, vitamins A, B, C, trace minerals, potassium, manganese and iron.

Vegetable and Orzo Tian

“One Pan Wonders” Cooks Country
¾ cup Parmesan cheese, grated
½ cup orzo
1 shallot, minced
1½ tablespoons minced fresh oregano or ½ teaspoon dried oregano,
crushed or use your favorite combination of herbs giving the dish
your own unique personal touch
1 garlic clove, minced
Pinch red pepper ﬂake
Sea salt and pepper
1 small or ½ medium zucchini sliced ¼ inch thick rounds
1 small or ½ medium yellow squash sliced ¼ inch thick rounds
½ pound plum tomatoes sliced ¼ inch thick rounds
¾ cup plus 2 tablespoons vegetable broth
½ tablespoon olive oil
1 tablespoon chopped fresh basil

Rachel Koroscik and Jo Cessna teach classes on
healthy eating, healthy cooking and healthy lifestyles
at the Leishman Center at Kishwaukee Hospital.

1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees. Lightly oil
a 9 x 9 baking dish that is safe under the
broiler.
2. Combine ¼ cup Parmesan, orzo, shallots,
oregano, garlic, pepper ﬂakes and 1/8
teaspoon sea salt. Spread mixture over
prepared pan.
3. Alternately shingle zucchini, squash and
tomatoes in tidy rows on top of orzo.
4. Carefully pour broth over top of vegetables.
Cover and bake 30 minutes until orzo is just
tender and most of broth is absorbed, then
uncover for 10 minutes more.
5. Remove dish from oven, adjust oven rack
9 inches from broiler element and heat
broiler.
6. Drizzle vegetables with oil then season
with salt and pepper. Sprinkle remaining
Parmesan over the top. Broil until browned
and bubbly about 5 minutes.
7. Remove from oven and rest 10 minutes.
Garnish with finely chopped basil. ■
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The Roach Brothers work hard to win purple ribbons at livestock shows.

Nick Roach vividly remembers his first year of showing sheep. Days before the

4-H fair he sheared the thick ﬂeece of wool from his young ewe in preparation
for the show. It’s then when he realized his sheep was “really skinny.”
“I placed second to last at the show,” explained Nick. That humbling
experience and his competitive nature got him charged up to do better the next
year. He learned more about raising good quality sheep from local producers
who advised him on an improved feeding program for his show animals.

18
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With a lot of good guidance
from producers and a better eye for
selecting show ewes, he won Grand
Champion Market Lamb for the next
three consecutive years at the DeKalb
County 4-H Fair, 2014-2016. ►
Above: The Roach Brothers - Logan, Alex
and Brian Roach have enjoyed being in
the livestock show circuit.

“We didn’t have the farm
background that other farm
kids had but we learned how to
raise animals with a lot of good
help from our farm friends.”
Nick Roach

Brian and Logan Roach show a ewe and a wether at the DeKalb County 4-H Fair.

His first winning ewe was bred and produced several more winners for him
and his brothers including Grand Champion Market Lamb in 2017.
Nick, 22, now supports his brothers by investing in their show stock. Logan,
19, and Brian, 17, have had their share of wins in the show ring with sheep and
market hogs. They show at a dozen or more county and state fairs as well as
jackpot shows and international livestock expositions.
Logan won Reserve Grand Champion Southdown Market Lamb last year
at the Illinois Club Lamb Association jackpot series. Showing hogs, he won
Reserve Grand Champion Berkshire Barrow at the Illinois State Fair in 2018.
Last year he won Champion Gilt and Champion Purebred Barrow at the DeKalb
County 4-H Fair.
“I love to be successful,” says Logan, “because then our hard work has paid
off!”
Last year, Brian won Grand Champion Barrow and Reserve Grand Champion
Market Hog as well as Champion Rabbits at the 4-H show.

“At first the boys had animals at
the farms of the Willretts, Govigs and
Schneiders,” Matt mentioned. “They
were tremendous and opened a whole
new world for them.”
When Matt realized their interest
in livestock was genuine, he asked
his retired aunt and uncle if the boys
could use one of their empty barns for
animals on their DeKalb farm. The
Bridges agreed to let them modify the
inside of the barn with pens for pigs
and sheep and a few cages for rabbits.
“They were gracious enough to
allow the boys to raise their show
animals and sheep ﬂock here,” said
Matt. An added bonus is pasture
for the sheep to graze and plenty
of farmyard space for walking the
animals to get them ready to show. ►

City boys raise farm animals

When Nick Roach won his first grand champion at the county fair bystanders
asked, “Who is this Roach boy?” It was not a farm name that many recognized.
Matt Roach, their dad, says his family has a long-line of ancestors who farm
but he was one who didn’t. He’s an electrician and his wife, Stacey is in retail.
The Roaches reside on the north side of DeKalb.
Before the boys became interested in farm animals their focus was on
wrestling. Matt was a wrestler in his younger years and likewise his boys were
into wrestling. Matt coached the DeKalb youth wrestling team which included
his boys who were quite competitive. “We went from one arena of screaming
and cheering to another where you don’t say a word to avoid spooking an
animal.”
Logan, Nick and big brother Alex, 24, also played football at DeKalb High
School. But having some sports injuries, their interest shifted to showing
livestock. They “hung around” their farm and FFA friends who got them
interested in cattle, sheep and pigs.

Nick Roach won Grand Champion
Market Lambs at the 4-H Fair for three
consecutive years, 2014-2016.
July 2020 CONNECTIONS
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continued

“You can’t take a day off from
the animals.They need you.”
Logan Roach

It takes about 15 minutes to get
from their DeKalb home to the farm
on North First Street. And the boys
make the trip daily to feed and care
for their animals.
“We didn’t have the farm
background that other farm kids had
but we learned how to raise animals
with a lot of good help from our farm
friends,” said Nick.

Show animals
require daily work

Raising and caring for farm
animals is not for the faint of heart.
“We’ve got a lot to do,” says Logan,
“especially during lambing season to
check on the ewes birthing every four
to six hours.”
But the brothers all pitch in and
help one another. Logan and Brian,

Logan Roach gets ready to show his sheep
at the 4-H Fair in 2019.
20

CONNECTIONS July 2020

Brian Roach won Grand Champion Barrow at the DeKalb County 4-H Fair last year.

with part-time jobs, spend more time on the farm than their older brothers who
have full time jobs. Alex is a mechanic at a local farm and Nick is a senior at
Oklahoma State who works for a show cattle company.
The Roach boys spend numerous hours in the barn with endless chores of
feeding the animals and cleaning their pens. Then there’s the regular washing,
clipping and grooming, and exercising the sheep and pigs. The boys will tell
you it takes blood, sweat and tears to raise a champion animal.
“You can’t take a day off from the animals,” said Logan. “They need you.”
Brian says, “I’ve learned to have patience with them. Especially when we
are teaching the sheep to lead well for the show.”
The hard-working boys like animal agriculture for showing off their finest
and as a future career. Nick hopes to secure a job in the livestock industry
next year. Logan is a student at
Joliet Junior College majoring in
“I’m proud of the boys. They
agribusiness. Brian will finish his
do all the work with the
senior year at DeKalb High School
animals. My wife and I give
and then go to Kishwaukee College
in diesel mechanics.
them the tools and we are
“I’m proud of the boys,” said
their support system. They
Matt. “They do all the work with the
have learned responsibility
animals. My wife and I give them the
tools and we are their support system.
and discipline. And they have
They have learned responsibility
made sacriﬁces in order to
and discipline. And they have made
accomplish what they have.”
sacrifices in order to accomplish what
they have.” ►
Matt Roach

It’s not all about the purple ribbons

The Roach Brothers strive for the top spot in the show ring but
admit it’s not all about the purple ribbons, shiny trophies or champion
plaques.
“It’s about the animal and raising it for our meat supply,” said Logan.
Being on JJC’s Livestock Judging Team, he has a trained eye to look at
an animal’s genetic lines and structure.
Nick also has a knack for identifying top livestock based on his
college experiences and hands-on work of fitting and grooming animals
for national shows.
Besides showing livestock, the Roach Brothers are breeding
and selling their stock to other showmen – as far as California and
Oklahoma.
The brothers created a logo for their show business and a Facebook
site: Roach Brothers Show Stock. It’s one way they are marketing and
selling their show animals. “It’s a nice way to network and expand our
customer base,” said Nick.
Alex, who started the family show tradition with cattle, maintains
this overall perspective of everything he and his brothers have
accomplished: “We’ve always had a good attitude about taking care of
animals. It’s hard work and we like to work hard. Showing has been a
good hobby for us. We’re proud to show off what we have done.” ■

The Roach Brothers, Logan and Brian, were proud
of their champion win at the 4-H Fair in 2019.

Showing is a family affair for the Roaches – Matt, Alex, Brian, Nick, Logan and Stacey, shown here in 2016 at the 4-H Fair.
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Virtual look at 2020 DeKalb County 4-H Fair
Some DeKalb County 4-H members sent us pictures of their
projects which they will be showing virtually this year. Here’s a
look at local members and their general and animal projects.

Charles Anderson

Alexa & Zach Anderson

Horticulture – Vegetable Gardening
Somonauk Haymakers

Poultry, Shabbona Pioneers

Max Lo

Natural Resources – Wildlife
DeKalb Choreboys & Choregirls
22
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John Riley

Cooking, Parke Victory

Benden Evans

Cooking, DeKalb Choreboys & Choregirls ►

Brady Condon

Sawyer Davis

Dogs, DeKalb Choreboys & Choregirls

Woodworking
DeKalb Choreboys & Choregirls

Jelina Martinez

Floriculture, Green Meadows

Piper Runge

Swine, Somonauk Haymakers

Lucy Riley

Food Decorating, Parke Victory

The Bottermans Brooklyn, Beau, Bailey, Bria
Swine, Genoa Prairie Gems ►
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Hannah Treme

Taylor Hulmes

Beef, Hinckley Harvestors

Swine, Shabbona Pioneers

James Bend

Poultry, Shabbona Pioneers

24
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Lewis Anderson

Poultry, Somonauk Haymakers ►

Devin Condon

Brooklyn Hulmes

Woodworking, DeKalb Choreboys & Choregirls

Beef, Shabbona Pioneers

Jaden Longeville

Scrapbooking, Green Meadows

Javier Lopez

Visual Arts Fiber, Mano a Mano ■

Mackenzie Condon

Food Decorating
DeKalb Choreboys & Choregirls

Virtual look at 2020 DeKalb County 4-H Fair
July 2020 CONNECTIONS
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SEEN IT
Driving through the countryside you may see some unique agriculture
related structures or perhaps something else in a local setting that
catches your eye. Farm Bureau staff will capture images of DeKalb
County and ask members to identify the photo such as the one pictured.
Tell us what this is and where it is. Send your response to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org and include your name and
address. Or call us at the Farm Bureau office at 815-756-6361. Correct
answers will be entered into a drawing to win a $20 gift card.
In the next issue we will reveal the answer and some interesting trivia
about this photograph. ■
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Entrepreneurs needed to rise to the challenge
Ag Innovation Challenge for rural entrepreneurs
The Farm Bureau Ag Innovation
Challenge is a national business
competition that showcases U.S.
startups developing innovative
solutions that address challenges
facing America’s farmers, ranchers
and rural communities.
Now in their seventh year, the
American Farm Bureau Federation
in partnership with Farm Credit,
are looking to identify the top
entrepreneurs who are addressing
both traditional challenges farmers
face on their operation, such as
access to labor, optimizing yield
and reducing operating costs, to
entrepreneurs who are addressing
new challenges facing farmers and
rural communities in light of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Farm Bureau will award $145,000
in startup funds to ten businesses,
culminating at a live pitch
competition and networking event
at the AFBF Annual Convention in
January 2021 in San Diego, CA.
The Farm Bureau Entrepreneurs of
the Year will be awarded $50,000 in
startup funds provided by sponsors
Bayer Crop Science, Country
Financial, Farm Bureau Bank, Farm

Bureau Financial Services, Farm
Credit and John Deere.
Farm Bureau is accepting
applications through midnight Eastern
Daylight Time on July 31, 2020.
Farm Bureau and the Farm Credit
Rural Investment and Innovation
Workgroup will select ten startup
businesses to compete at the AFBF
Annual Convention in January
2021 as Semi-Finalists. These ten
businesses will be announced on
October 5th and awarded $7,500
each.
Farm Bureau has partnered
with Cornell University’s Center
for Regional and Economic
Advancement to provide pitch
training and mentorship for the ten
semi-finalist businesses with faculty
from Cornell University’s Dyson
School of Applied Economics &
Management.
Four finalist teams will advance to
compete on stage in the final, livestreamed competitive event in front
of industry representatives, investors
and Farm Bureau members.
The four finalist teams will compete
to be the People’s Choice Award
winner (by public vote) for a total

of $20,000 and to be the 2021 Farm
Bureau Entrepreneur of the Year to
win a total of $50,000.
The Farm Bureau Entrepreneur
of the Year and the People’s Choice
Award winner will be announced at
AFBF Annual Convention Closing
General Session on Jan. 11, 2021.

“In light of the impacts
Farm Bureau members are
experiencing from COVID-19,
solutions from entrepreneurs
are needed more than ever to
help farmers, ranchers and
rural communities.”
AFBF President Zippy Duvall

While attending the AFBF Annual
Convention, the ten teams will have
the opportunity to promote their
businesses and network with industry
leaders, venture capitalists, Rural
Business Investment Companies,
ag incubator program leaders,
entrepreneurs and university
researchers.
To enter go to: https://www.fb.org/
land/ag-innovation-challenge-2021. ■

Donnelly’s Grain Elevator in Elva
Bernard (Doug) Donnelly owned and operated Donnelly’s Elevator which was
constructed around 1950 in unincorporated Elva, located four miles south of DeKalb.
The unique 90 foot tall elevator was made out of baked Korok tile and the inside
structure was actually four silos with a storage capacity of 32,000 bushels of grain.
It was located next to the railroad for ease of shipping grain by rail, on the south side
of Elva Road. It was also part of the government bin site where small grain bins were
located. At the top of the elevator is a wooden building which was constructed by Doug
and local carpenter Jim Alms. Inside is an elevator leg which carried the grain to the top
with a hand operated rope elevator between the two towers of the leg. Doug Donnelly
also owned the general store and lumber yard in Elva. Farmers picked up bags of feed,
fertilizer and seed there. Today the elevator remains in the Donnelly family, owned by
Doug’s great-nephew, Craig Donnelly.
The winner of the “SEEN it Somewhere” June contest is Lane Pickwell of Shabbona. ■
July 2020 CONNECTIONS
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TRIPS

Rocky Coast of Maine Trip planned for fall
Take a fall trip to the beautiful state
of Maine with the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau and American Classic
Tours, Oct. 13-19.

Along the rocky Atlantic coast
from Portland to Bar Harbor are
charming New England scenes of
seaside villages, lighthouses and
lobster fishermen. This
guided tour is a must for
fall foliage and the rocky
Coast of Maine sites and
tours.
Stop by the Farm
Bureau office for a
detailed itinerary and to
register.
Cost of this trip is
$3,398 per person double
occupancy, $3,998 single
occupancy. Trip insurance
is extra.
Highlights include:
roundtrip airfare and
private group check-in,
6 nights deluxe hotel
accommodations,

12 meals, deluxe motor coach
transportation, all attractions and
entertainment, guided sightseeing
tours of Maine and Boston, cruises of
Boothbay Harbor and Frenchman’s
Bay, tips and gratuities, luggage
handling, premier local guides and
services of American Classic Tour
director.
For more information contact the
Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361. ■

Cancellations
The Aug. 1 trip to the Belfry
Theater in Delavan, Wis. and the
Sept. 2 trip to Circa 21 Theater in
Rock Island have been cancelled.
Also the Aug. 3 and Sept. 14 Prime
Timers luncheons/programs have
been cancelled, based on COVID
restrictions.

See some of the best shows in Branson for Farm Bureau members
Branson Christmas Tour scheduled
for Nov. 16-19.
Farm Bureau is returning to
Branson to see some of the best
shows for the Christmas season. The
Branson Christmas Tour is scheduled
for Nov. 16-19.
The line-up of shows includes: The
Hughes Brothers, Lennon Sisters,
Jimmy Osmond, Dutton Family,
Texas Tenors, Brett Family, Clay
Cooper, and Raiding the Country
Vault.
Registration for Branson is now
being accepted at the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau office.
Cost of the trip for members
is $630 for double occupancy,
$760 for single occupancy. Price
includes 7 shows, 3 nights hotel
accommodations, 6 meals, motor
coach transportation, luggage

handling, and Farm Bureau staff
escort.
A deposit of $300 is due with
registration. Final payment is due
Sept. 30.
The trip has been arranged by

Classic Branson Tours and DeKalb
County Farm Bureau.
For a detailed itinerary and to
register visit the Farm Bureau office
or call 815-756-6361. A limited
number of spaces are available. ■

Texas Tenors are one of the most popular shows in Branson.
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Keeping your home safe while you travel
You’ve spent a lot of time at home lately. But as restrictions
begin to loosen around COVID-19, many families are likely
ready to get out of the house.
Whether you are planning to spend
a long weekend at the lake, headed to
a cabin, or maybe off to see family in
another state, packing suitcases and
planning your road trip is likely top
of mind. However, don’t forget to
take steps to protect your home while
you’re gone.
Try these tips from COUNTRY
Financial to safeguard your home and
valuables while you’re out of town:

1. Stash your stuff in a safe

Before you leave, place your
valuables in a locked safe or safe
deposit box. If those aren’t options
for you, make sure valuables aren’t in
plain sight or in an obvious place.

2. Hire a sitter

If you have a pet, you can either
hire a pet-sitter or drop Fido off at
the local doggie daycare. Expect to
pay around $11 per hour* for their
services.
For pet-free homes, consider
hiring a house sitter to help water
plants, and check in on your home

every couple of days.
Housesitting and pet
sitting websites and
services exist for
most communities.
A little research may introduce you
to a variety of features that can help
protect your property and pets while
you’re away!

alarm is going off, your smart phone
is alerted immediately. Simply search
online for “smart home technology”
for some options.

3. Stop your mail

5. Keep your landscaping tidy

4. Smart home technology

6. Be careful on social media

A tell-tale sign no one’s home, is
when a mailbox is overﬂowing, and
packages are stacked on the porch.
Before you leave town, swing by your
local post office or fill out their online
form to put a hold on your mail.
Burglars aren’t the only thing to
worry about while you’re away.
Installing safe home technology can
help you keep an eye on your home
from afar.
Many companies offer a variety of
smart home technology like smoke
and carbon alarms, garage sensors,
and water detection – so if water is
detected in your basement or a smoke

If you’re going on an extended trip,
hire a landscaping company to cut
your grass or shovel your driveway.
Anything you can do to keep your
property looking fresh can deter
thieves from breaking in.
This is nothing new, but something
that’s definitely still happening. If
you post you’re on vacation, online
predators know your house is empty
and waiting for them. Try not to post
your vacation photos until you’re
back.
For more tips on how to
protect your home, visit www.
countryﬁnancial.com. ■

www.countryfinancial.com

July 2020 CONNECTIONS

29

r
e
h
c
a
e
T
e
r
u
t
a
e
F
Growing Knowledge of Agriculture in the Classroom
Teaching:
Mrs. Sarah Alexander

Teacher: Sarah Alexander
School: North Elementary School, Sycamore
Grade: 1st
Number of years teaching: 13 years
Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy connection: I have always enjoyed when volunteers from Ag in
the Classroom come into our classroom to work with my ﬁrst graders and teach them about
agriculture and seeds. I was also fortunate enough to attend the Summer Ag Institute. I have
also checked out science kits that were very engaging for my students.
What is your favorite unit to teach? I have two favorites. I absolutely love teaching about
plants because it is so hands-on for kids. We have an opportunity for kids to plant seeds with
Ag in the Classroom and we love to watch the plants grow. The kids then get to take them
home. We also have a fantastic school garden that ﬁrst graders get to help harvest as well
as plant. It is a wonderful opportunity for them to see the whole growing cycle. I also really
enjoy teaching about animals and their offspring. Kids are always so drawn to animals and
seeing baby animals and their parents through Sycamore High School’s FFA petting zoo as
well as the science kits that teachers are able to check out from the Farm Bureau.
What do you enjoy most about teaching? I enjoy empowering kids and celebrating them.
What is something unique that you do in your classroom? Well my singing and dancing is
quite unique! We also do STEAM time on Fridays. It is one of my favorite parts of the week.
It is a great learning and growing time for ﬁrst graders to be engaged in problem solving and
grow their conﬁdence as thinkers. My only role during that time is to watch kids be amazing
and I love every minute of it.
Why is it important for students to learn about food and
farming? My parents have always taught us to be
community minded. We are incredibly lucky to live in
a community like Dekalb County where there is so
much going on speciﬁcally in food and farming. I
think it is important for kids to be knowledgeable
about what their community offers so they
appreciate and respect all that is going on around
them. And hopefully it will teach them to be
community minded as well.
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Personal:
Hometown: Sycamore
Family: Husband Jeremy, and three sons,
Brock, Hunter and Dawson
College/Degree(s): Bachelor’s Degree in
Parks and Recreation from Western Illinois
University, Master’s Degree in Teaching
from National Louis University, Master’s
Degree in Reading Instruction from Aurora
University
What did you want to be when you grew
up? I wanted to do something with plants
and trees. I’ve always been a tree hugger.

Favorites:
Quote: “Every interaction matters.”
Unknown
Hobby: Gardening
Book: “When Kids Lead” by Todd Nesloney
and Adam Dovico
Sports team: Sycamore Spartans
Travel destination: Any Major League
Baseball ballpark ■

AG LITERACY

The Cultures of Agriculture:
Exploring the Diversities of Food and Farming
Thursday, July 30
9 a.m.-noon and 1-3 p.m.

This FREE 5-hour mini-conference will feature:
• Lessons highlighting the diversities and cultures of
agriculture
• Overview of Illinois Ag in the Classroom resources
like Ag Mags and grants
• Exploration of ag literacy resources available online
• Presentations from Illinois commodity groups,
including the Corn Growers, Beef, Pork Producers,
and Midwest Dairy Associations

Credit & stipends
DeKalb County teachers may
earn professional development
credits (PDCs) by participating
in this virtual event.
By participating in at least
6 hours of virtual professional
development listed at www.
growyoungminds.org, teachers
who live or teach in DeKalb
County are eligible to receive a
$50 stipend.
Email rcollins@dekalb
farmbureau.org for more
information. ■
Sponsored by

Sign up at https://bit.ly/3gaWWN8 by Monday,
July 27 to receive the conference link.

Recommended resources about agriculture
“Mosey’s Field” book
by Barbara Lockhart

Age level: 5 - 8 years
Hardcover: 32 pages
Publisher: Schiffer (2013)
ISBN-13: 978-0764343889

Mosey’s favorite place to curl
up for a snooze is in the middle of
a farm field. But noisy machines
followed by rapidly-growing
green stalks make his napping
spot difficult to find. Readers
accompany the inquisitive hound
as he explores a cornfield through
the growing season.
Mosey has to leave his spot
for the disk to come through,
and again for the planter. But
when the field becomes a sea of
growing corn, he struggles to find
his napping place. Still, he spends
most of his time in the field,
following the rows of stalks and
chasing rabbits.

On a fall day when the corn is
brown and dry, a pointy-toothed
machine begins to chew through the
crop. Mosey barks furiously and runs
home to his family.
From one perspective, this is a
delightful book about a dog. But from
an agricultural literacy point of view,
it beautifully portrays the lifecycle
of corn. Strikingly descriptive text
captures the sounds, sights, and
sensations of a cornfield and the
machinery used to farm it. “Soon
the stalks grew tall and the leaves
crisscrossed each other, green upon
green, so there were only tiny patches
of sky.”
Illustrator Heather Crow’s vibrant
watercolors artistically yet accurately
portray modern crop production.
Apart from seagulls following the
tractor during fall tillage (author
Barbara Lockhart was inspired
by farms of the Eastern Shore of
Maryland where she lives), the story
could have been set in the Midwest.

A page of “back matter” explains
the differences between sweet corn
and field corn and how they are
used.
“Mosey’s Field” was donated to
DeKalb County school libraries
in 2019. It is also available from
online retailers or by ordering from
your favorite bookstore. ■
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Fields of Flight
By Curtis Clegg

Curtis Clegg of Sycamore grew up on a grain farm in Malta. His passion for photography started
when he got a camera as a teenager and it developed into freelance work throughout his life. Curtis often
combines his love of photography with his rural background. He saw this hot air balloon flying one summer
evening and waiting for the tractor to drive by so that he could get both in the shot.

Capture the Country Photo Contest
• Photo contest is open to local, amateur photographers.
• Take photographs within DeKalb County of anything
that represents country life.
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Enter our 2020 Photo Contest for a chance to be published in
CONNECTIONS magazine.
• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org with a
brief description of the photo’s location and the city you are from.
• Each month a winning photo will be chosen and published in
CONNECTIONS magazine. ■

Little cowboy
ready for 4-H
Gavin Maxwell is
more than ready
to be in 4-H.
The 5-year-old
Shabbona farm
boy loves his
animals like his
mini-donkey and
hopes to have him
as a 4-H project.
His parents, Emily
and Keegan, are
anxious for him to
join Cloverbuds
and the 4-H
program.

What is 4-H?

4-H is a youth organization for boys and girls between the ages of 8-18 (as
of Sept.1) that offers hands-on learning opportunities through project work and
community club involvement. In 4-H there are over 170 different projects that youth
can choose from. These projects include cooking, electricity, robotics, sewing,
computers, photography, woodworking, art, animals and much more.
The 4-H program emphasizes the importance of “learning by doing” by allowing
members the opportunity to select project areas that are of interest to them.
Additionally, the 4-H Cloverbud program is specially designed for young people
ages five through seven.
The annual program fee to join 4-H is $20. The new 4-H year begins on Sept.1.
There are 14, 4-H clubs and seven 4-H Cloverbud groups in DeKalb County.
The local 4-H program is affiliated with the University of Illinois Extension,
DeKalb County.
For more information about volunteering or to enroll in 4-H this fall email Nicole
Groezinger, 4-H program coordinator, at: groezing@illinois.edu. ■
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New Watershed website launches
The DeKalb County SWCD is happy to announce that the all new
DeKalb County Watersheds website is up and running.
This site is full of information about present and past watershed
planning activities in the county, as well as general information
about watersheds, interactive maps, up-to-date water quality sampling
data, suggested best management practices (BMPs) for homeowners and
agricultural producers, and so much more.
Check it out at dekalbcountywatersheds-il.org.
As the Upper South Branch Kishwaukee River watershed planning process
is wrapping up and the final plan is being submitted to the Illinois EPA the
DeKalb County SWCD is
excited to start working
on improving our local
waterways by providing
grant opportunities and
public education.
As part of this endeavor,
SWCD is looking to
produce a series of short
video interviews with
local landowners that have
installed soil and water
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conserving practices.
If you or someone you
know have participated
in establishing any of
the following practices and
would like to participate so that
you can share your conservation
commitment, please contact the
office at 815-756-3234, ext. 3.
As a community we can learn
from one another and take pride in
our accomplishments and legacy
we leave on the landscape.

Agricultural - Wetland, pollinator,
filter strip, or field border set-aside plantings, grassed waterways
or terraces, experience with cover
crops and/or “planting green.”
Urban - Rain garden or rain barrel
system, permeable pavers or
landscaping, native landscaping. ■

News provided by ofﬁces in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture

Extension survey finds governments seek COVID info
Communities across Illinois are working to adopt and overcome challenges
linked to COVID-19 pandemic, according to results from a new University of
Illinois Extension survey.
Towns and cities across the state are concerned about residents’ health and
the economic impact on local businesses, employers and local governments.
Between May 11-25, responses were collected from 163 local elected
officials, businesses and community organizations from 58 counties that
represented all regions of the state.
Respondents reported spending
substantial time modifying operations
to comply with public health guidelines.
Those modifications included event
planning and rescheduling, shifting
services online, modifying procedures
for social distancing, and applying personal protective equipment and other
measures to protect employees and the public.
Other issues were business assistance activities, such as providing access to
emergency loans and grant programs, emergency operations, and health care
support and community outreach and help to vulnerable populations.
Local governments and businesses stated their biggest challenges going
forward include reduced revenue, disruptions of community life and healthsafety threats, including mental health.
Most local organizations reported receiving online information and advice
on COVID-19 responses through webinars, websites, social media and email.
While 55% of respondents reported receiving “about the right volume of
information,” nearly 40% reported receiving “too much” while 5% responded
“too little” information. Respondents were split evenly on whether the
information was helpful. About 35% stated it was partially helpful with 14%
indicating the information was not helpful.

Register by July 22 for Clean Sweep program
DeKalb County farmers can dispose of unwanted chemicals for free
through the Illinois Department of Agriculture’s (IDOA) agricultural
pesticide Clean Sweep program.
A Clean Sweep collection has been established for late summer
for DeKalb and surrounding counties. The collection, which rotates
among Illinois counties, is open to farmers, retired farmers, nursery
owners, private pesticide applicators, structural pest control applicators and
landowners who inherited unwanted ag pesticides with their property.
“There are two main reasons to take advantage of this program,” said
Doug Owens, Bureau Chief of Environmental Programs. “The Department
is able to provide the service free of charge thanks to a grant obtained from
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. If individuals were to properly
dispose of agrichemicals on their own, it could be expensive. Secondly, the
State of Illinois, not the program participant, will assume liability for the
proper disposal of all materials collected.”
Participants must register the products they plan to dispose of by July 22.
Registration is required to give the waste disposal contractor time to prepare
for the different kinds of materials that will need to be handled. Forms can be
obtained either by calling the IDOA’s Pesticide Hotline at 1-800-641-3934 or
by visiting one of the program sponsors.

Information considered helpful
included business-relevant info, local
health data, safety information and
information that is concise, uniform and
research based.
U of I Extension offers:
• COVID-19 Resources for businesses
and local governments to help
communities and businesses identify
strategies, resources and data to address
the pandemic.
• Building Entrepreneurial
Communities Blog covers loan and
grant programs for impacted small
businesses, and shares current grant and
loan opportunities for small businesses.
• Community and Economic
Development website provides an
overview and links to U of I Extension’s
community and economic development
programs.
• Local Government Education
Program site has information about
upcoming local government education
webinars and an archive of past
webinars.
The Extension community and
economic development team conducted
the survey to ensure Extension
resources were meeting community
needs. ■

Completed forms should be
mailed or faxed to the IDOA,
Clean Sweep Program, State
Fairgrounds, P.O. Box 19281,
Springfield, IL 62794-9281.
The fax number is 217-5244882. Participants then will be sent
a reservation card indicating the date,
time and location of their collection.
The Clean Sweep program began in
1990 in Illinois. Since the inception
of the program, IDOA has held
50 collection events and collected
584,219 pounds of material from 2,088
participants.
Local sponsors are the DeKalb
County Soil and Water Conservation
District, University of Illinois
Extension DeKalb County and the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau. ■
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What is a Pollinator Plot? - A pollinator plot is planted predominately with flowers that provide nectar or pollen for a
range of pollinating animals. Most flowering plants rely on pollinators like bees, butterflies, birds and bats to help spread pollen.
When pollinators eat flower nectar, pollen sticks to their bodies and is spread from flower to flower. This is called cross-pollination.
Some types of pollen are spread by wind or water and don’t need pollinators. Some plants use their own pollen for fertilization,
which is called self-pollination. Pollinator plots, and the insects and animals they support, help sustain valuable, healthy
ecosystems. Shown is Farm Bureau’s Pollinator Plot. ■
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Your farm. Your passion. Our protection.

Phil
Hasz

Agency Manager
815-756-8026

Craig
Rick Halberg
Popp

Karolina
Begier

Sandwich
crop
815-786-2209

Steve
Klopfenstein
Shabbona
815-824-2920

David
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guy Sycamore
815-756-9536
815-784-6688
Bloomington, IL 61701-2057
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Chris
Patterson
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815-756-9536

Kathleen
Martin

Sandwich
815-786-6584

Dean
Miller

Dekalb
815-748-7064

Gavin
Wilson

Dekalb
815-748-7064

Mike
Shipley

Sycamore
815-756-9536

Dan
Howes

Sycamore
815-756-9536
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