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Farm Bureau Membership Essential
As I paid my Farm Bureau membership dues, I was
once again reminded of the many benefits of Farm
Bureau and how $48 from each farmer member can
collectively be used to protect farms from outside
influence.
Think about it. In 2020, Farm Bureau was
instrumental in keeping agriculture essential during
a pandemic. We were able to keep livestock facilities
open, food inspection ongoing and needed farm products
delivered to the farms.
Farm Bureau also worked with state lawmakers to
defeat proposed legislation that would have banded the
use of ammonia, which is essential for corn production,
defend the use of other ag products used by my fellow
farmers and ease truck regulations during these difficult
times. We have also seen much needed work on the
national river system begin with repairing the locks and
dams,
And there’s more. This fall, Illinois Farm Bureau and
county Farm Bureaus will be urging members to “Vote
No” on the progressive income tax proposal before the
voters in November.

Locally, we have started working on needed changes to the
40-acre zoning rule that would provide property owners the
ability to sell their residence, built after 1979, and keep the
remaining non-buildable acres in the family. This proposal
also strengthens the current ordinance by increasing future lot
size to 80 acres.
If you ask me, $48 for a Farm Bureau farmer membership
isn’t asking a lot to have a collective voice for my farm. Just
like agriculture in 2020, I would say it is essential!
Thank you for being a member.
Note: Farmer memberships are $48;
associate (non-farmer) memberships are $20
annually at DeKalb County Farm Bureau. ■
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On prairie Drive

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

lake living
Each year in August we spend some
extended time up north at the lake.
It’s where we relax by the water. Go
barefoot. Jump off the dock. Go skiing. Swim
in the lake. Soak up the sun. Go boating.
Listen to the waves. Go kayaking. Watch the
sunset. Ride bikes. Read a book. Cook out.
Spend time with family and friends. Play yard
games. Make memories.
It’s also our escape from the farm.
Don’t get me wrong, we love our farm life but lake living provides a change
of pace for us. It gives my husband a break from the crops and the machine
shop and takes me away from my computer.
It’s our down time. To relax and rewind.
It’s our happy place. To refresh and reenergize.
It’s our time to be alone. And our time to be together.
It’s what we like about lake living. Taking it easy for a few weeks and then
returning to the farm with renewed energy.
It’s simply good for the heart and soul. ■

So long to summer.
Welcome back
to school!

Calendar
SEpTEMBER

Sept. 7
Labor Day Holiday
Farm Bureau Office closed
The Farm Bureau office is open
Mon.- Fri., 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
with some restrictions. Please call
if you need to meet with staff,
815-756-6361.

Cancellations

The Farm Bureau Prime Timers
luncheons have been cancelled for the
rest of this year based on COVID-19
restrictions. Also, the fall trips to
Maine and Branson, plus the theater
trip to see Forever Plaid at Drury Lane
in October have been cancelled.
Follow us!
facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
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Find the corn kernel and win!
Let’s see if you can find the corn
kernel (resembling the one here) in
this month’s issue of our magazine
and be eligible to win a prize.
Email your answer to
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
or call us, 815-756-6361, by Aug. 31
for your chance to win.
When responding by email, please
include the page number and exact
description of the location of the
kernel on that page. You will also
need to include your name, address
and phone number in the email.
Correct answers will be put into
a drawing and one winner will be
drawn to receive a $20 gift card.
Last month’s winner of the corn
kernel contest was Halle Mapel
of Sycamore. The corn kernel was
hidden on page 13 in the infographic
of the July CONNECTIONS. ■

twitter.com/DCFBureau
pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine
www.CultivateConnections.org
Farm Bureau Main Site
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org
Foundation for Agriculture
www.PlantALegacy.org
Ag Literacy
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to:

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

By the
NUMBERS

Ear Size Matters
The number of kernels per ear of corn is an important
contributor to the grain yield potential of a corn plant.
Ideal growing conditions and a hybrid’s genetics
determine ear size and exceptional yields at harvest.
The number of kernel rows multiplied by the number of
kernels per row equates to total kernel number per ear.
Most ears contain 16 - 18 rows of kernels.
One ear averages about 800 kernels.

Fun Fact: All ears
of corn have EVEN
numbers of rows!
That’s right. It’s like
magic happens in
the corn field! ■
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Monarch project takes ﬂight
Farmers & Farm Bureau promote butterﬂy conservation
One year after the Illinois Monarch Project Agriculture Action Plan was
unveiled, Farm Bureau continues to highlight voluntary conservation efforts
geared toward pollinators.
Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB) recently
submitted data to the Illinois Monarch
Project (IMP) for the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS)
Monarch Conservation Database.
The uploaded information included a
wide variety of more than 200 efforts
toward education and conservation of
the Monarch butterfly in Illinois.
“IFB has been instrumental in
setting up opportunities to educate,
raise awareness and make additional
research investments in Monarch
butterfly conservation,” said IFB
President Richard Guebert Jr.
“These voluntary efforts have and
will continue to inform our farmer
members, landowners and the public
about the importance of this species
and its habitat.”

Farm Bureau encourages
farmers to use best management
practices to establish and protect
pollinator habitat.
Information about U.S. Monarch
habitat, along with population
surveys, will be reviewed by federal
environmental agencies ahead of
the USFWS Endangered Species
Act listing decision regarding the
Monarch this winter. The most recent
overwintering population of Monarch
butterflies in Mexico decreased 53%
from 2018-19 to 2019-20.
“The report IFB submitted helps
provide the federal government with
hard facts and data about what is
going on across the state so that as
they work to manage conservation
efforts of the Monarch butterfly and
they can make informed decisions,”
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said Lauren Lurkins, IFB director of
environmental policy.
IFB has been a representative of the
IMP technical steering committee and
has led the agriculture working group
since the project began in 2016.
The IFB Board has allocated more
than $110,000 toward research of
pollinator and Monarch butterfly
habitat in agricultural landscapes.
IFB has also connected researchers to
farmers for in-field research, outreach
and extension.
By 2038, the Illinois Monarch
Project hopes to add 150 million
new milkweed stems and nectarrich sources needed by Monarch
butterflies to the state’s landscape.
To reach this goal, the organization
recently launched a new website
which provides resources to help

people like farmers protect pollinator
habitat.
The Illinois Monarch Project
is made up of individuals and
organizations throughout the state
who are passionate about Monarch
butterflies. Their website offers tools
for farmers to help pollinators thrive.
Since milkweed is essential
to Monarch butterflies, many
of the practices outlined by the
Illinois Monarch Project focus on
maintaining these plants. On their
website, farmers can find mowing
and habitat installation guides,
information about planting Monarch
habitat in non-crop areas and more.
These can be used to ensure Monarch
butterflies and other pollinators
have the habitat they need to survive
throughout the growing season. ►

By 2038, the Illinois Monarch
Project hopes to add 150 million
new milkweed stems and
nectar-rich sources needed by
Monarch butterﬂies to the state’s
landscape.
As a member of the Illinois
Monarch Project, Illinois Farm
Bureau (IFB) encourages farmers
to use best management practices
to establish and protect pollinator
habitat.
“Pollinators are essential to our
food system and the environment,”
said Lurkins. “The resources
provided by the Illinois Monarch
Project can help our farmers
continue to play an important role in
supporting pollinator health.”
“Their website shows the big
picture of conservation efforts
across the state and it is encouraging
to know our farmers are doing their
part in this initiative,” she said.
Learn more about managing
pollinator habitats on the Illinois
Monarch Project website: www.
illinoismonarchproject.org.

About the Illinois Monarch project
Over the past 20 years, the eastern
Monarch population has faced a
significant decline in migratory habitat.

The Illinois Monarch Project
collaborates with public and private
partners, in addition to individuals
across the state, to protect and
enhance existing habitat and establish
new habitat that supports Monarch
butterflies and other pollinators.
The goal of the project is to add
150 million new milkweed stems and
other nectar resources to the Illinois
landscape by 2038.
Join fellow Illinoisans in fostering
a culture of conservation that ensures
future biodiversity and flourishing
pollinator habitat across diverse urban
and rural landscapes in Illinois. ■
Source: FarmWeek
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What bugs farmers?
Since I’ve been writing for CONNECTIONS we’ve talked about
various aspects of farming. We’ve covered planting, tillage, harvest
and technology, amongst other things. But let’s shift our attention to
a factor that doesn’t get as much attention – pests, and specifically for
this article, corn rootworm beetles.
Rootworm beetles are a big deal in the Midwest. For
these two reasons: first, they feed on corn roots as larvae, then once
they’re adults they feed on corn silk. Both factors can reduce a farmer’s
corn yield if pressure levels aren’t kept below a certain threshold.
Rootworm beetles lay their eggs around late July to mid-August and
the eggs hatch late May to early June. About the same time of year that
you begin to see fireflies floating around at night is when rootworm
eggs will hatch. Once hatched, the rootworm beetle larvae will feed on
corn roots, limiting the amount of water and nutrients the plant is able
to take in.
If the corn plant is already stressed
A good crop rotation
because of drought, fertility issues or
and planting a GMO
compaction, then it will take an even
hybrid can combat
bigger hit from root feeding than a healthy
plant would.
corn rootworm
Corn plants are monoecious, meaning
feeding and potentially
they have both male and female
avoid yield losses by
reproductive parts. Tassels (male) at the
rootworm beetles.
top of the plant produce pollen which
falls onto the silk (the hairy stuff you see
coming out the top of an ear of corn). Each individual silk is attached
to an ovule on the cob, so when the pollen falls on the silk it takes
the pollen in and transfers it to the ovule, fertilizing it and forming a
kernel.
However, when the corn rootworm beetles turn into adults they “clip”
the silk keeping the pollen from the ovules, thus causing them to abort
and creating a poorly filled ear.
So what can a farmer do? For starters he can have a good
crop rotation, meaning he can switch crops every year or two instead
of planting corn in the same field every single year. This way when the
adult rootworm beetle lays her eggs in existing corn fields they won’t
be able to find a food source the following year if the field is planted
into a non-host crop such as soybeans.
This isn’t a complete solution, however, as there are always
exceptions – but it is certainly a great start. In addition, farmers can
plant a GMO corn hybrid designed to combat rootworm feeding and
potentially eliminate the need to apply insecticide.

6
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Brandon Wessels is a seventh generation
grain farmer. He and his father grow corn and
soybeans as well as vegetables for their farm
produce stand. He also scouts fields for their
seed agency. Brandon and his wife reside in
rural DeKalb.

To be proactive for the upcoming year
the farmer can put out sticky rootworm
beetle traps (see photo above) in his field
during mid-July to August. The farmer will
swap out the sticky traps every week for six
weeks, counting the number of beetles he
caught each time and assessing the amount
of rootworm beetle pressure in his field.
Having this knowledge of beetle pressure
levels will assist the farmer in making
decisions for the upcoming year.
There are many obstacles to navigate
in farming and although corn rootworm
beetles don’t get as much attention as other
hinderances they are not something farmers
can turn a blind eye to. Luckily, farmers
have the tools they need in order to keep
pest levels reasonable to help maximize
yield potential. ■

What is THAT?
As you drive by corn and soybean fields you may see
some signs at the edge of the fields.
Seed companies and farmers post these signs to
promote their particular varieties of corn or soybeans. It’s
sort of like having mini billboards in the countryside.
Some think that these signs are posted on corporate
farms. That’s not true. These signs are usually posted on
a family farm, like these at Craig Rice’s farm northeast of
Waterman. Craig alternates crops so one year he grows
field corn and another year has soybeans in his fields.

SEED SIGNS
Farmers, like Craig, cooperate with local
companies and have field plots to see how
different varieties perform. Craig has
worked closely with Conserv FS for these
particular plots which contain several
different varieties. He and other farmers
evaluate the field plots and how well each
variety does. Then, they make decisions for
the next year on which seeds they will grow.

Corn Field Plot
In recent years,
a corn plot was
planted at the Rice
Farm northeast
of Waterman.
The field plot
provided farmers
with comparisons
in DEKALB corn
hybrids and traits.

Soybean
Field Plot
This year at the Rice
Farm a soybean test
plot was planted with
Asgrow and other
soybean varieties for
farmers to compare
their performance. ■
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“Just when the caterpillar thought
the world was over, it became a
butterﬂy.” Proverb

Monarch caterpillar

Monarch chrysalis

Emerging monarch
8
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Janice M. Weber, University of Illinois Extension, DeKalb County Master Gardener

Growing Milkweed for Monarch Butterﬂies
Whenever I see milkweed growing
along the side of a road, I wonder
if I’ll see Monarch butterﬂies. They
lay their eggs on milkweed because
it’s the only source of food for their
caterpillars.
Two years ago a patch of Common
Milkweed showed up in my yard, and
Monarch butterflies soon found it.
I collected two caterpillars because
I wanted to observe their life cycle.
They transformed through their
stages and climbed out of the jars as
beautiful butterflies. Unfortunately,
the milkweed also attracted aphids,
which attracted ants, which resulted
in a heavy coating of unsightly black
sooty mold on all the leaves.
The next spring I made an
important discovery. Common
Milkweed spreads. If you try to pull
it out and leave behind a small piece,
you’ll find it popping up many feet
away. It has sneaky horizontal roots
and seeds. I now had a lot more
milkweed.
I had no plans to raise caterpillars
the next year, just let the milkweed
grow and check on things from time
to time. As the plants grew taller,
Monarch butterflies showed up and
soon there were tiny caterpillars.
Early in the summer I was surprised
to hear some people say they were
already releasing adult butterflies.
My plants had only small caterpillars
and two tiny green frogs high up on
one of the plants. The frogs looked
too small to be a problem. I also
noticed there were no aphids or ants,

so I decided to leave nature alone.
By late summer there were so
many small Monarch caterpillars that
the milkweed plants looked ragged.
Yet, there were few medium or large
caterpillars. That’s when I saw the fat,
green frog with a contented smile.
This situation called for emergency
intervention. The caterpillars I
rescued were little eating machines
that needed lots of fresh milkweed.
Before long, they turned into green
chrysalis “ornaments”, safe and
sound on my screened porch.
Monarch Life Cycle
Most of us were taught that toxins
in milkweed protect Monarchs from
predators, but some predators have
adapted. Wasps are some of the worst.
Then there are ants that feed on both
eggs and caterpillars, and spiders that
feed on small caterpillars at night. I
have my own suspicions about little
green frogs.
During their migration north
from Mexico, Monarch butterflies
go through several generations as
they follow the advancing season.
But then, as the days get shorter
and cooler, something miraculous
happens. In the last generation there
are butterflies that can live up to
eight times longer than their parents.
They fly south to Mexico and do not
reproduce until spring.
Making the effort to rescue
Monarch caterpillars saves individual
butterflies, but greater benefit comes
from creating a habitat they like.
The Monarch Waystation program
encourages individuals and groups to

plant milkweeds and various flowers
for the Monarchs to produce their
summer generations and prepare
them for their fall migration. You can
create one in your own yard and have
it certified as an official Monarch
Waystation by Monarch Watch. For
more information see https://www.
monarchwatch.org/waystations/
Types of Milkweed
In Northern Illinois there are
several types of milkweed you
can grow in addition to Common
Milkweed. Their leaves are a food
source for Monarch caterpillars
and their flowers provide nectar for
the adults. Swamp Milkweed is a
well-behaved wetland plant. Once
established, it can grow up to 5 feet
tall in medium moist conditions.
Whorled Milkweed grows to 18
inches tall and is a bit invasive, but
very suitable for a dry, sunny site.
Poke Milkweed grows up to 5 feet
in sun to part shade. Butterﬂy Weed,
a member of the milkweed family,
attracts many types of butterflies. It
grows 12 to 36 inches in clay and dry
soil. It has pleasing orange, yellow or
red flowers all summer.
Six of the Monarch caterpillars I
rescued that day turned into beautiful
butterflies. When they took off, they
flew high up in the air to continue
their amazing journey.
By mid-September I had raised and
released 27 Monarch butterflies. ■
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Q: What is the difference between ﬁeld corn
and sweet corn?

A: Field corn is primarily fed to livestock and sweet

corn is enjoyed by humans this time of the year as
corn on the cob.

Sweet corn season has arrived! But did you know that sweet corn
only accounts for about 1% of all the corn that is grown? That’s
right! 99% of the corn that is grown is actually field corn.
Field Corn - The majority of field corn is used to feed livestock
such as cattle and hogs for beef and pork production. We grow
about 2,100 acres of field corn every year. Much of it is fed to the
livestock and the rest can be sold to the grain market.
Field corn is also used to make ethanol fuel. It is used to make
foods such as starches and sweeteners and is also used in peanut
butter, salad dressing, crackers, ice cream, and even pet food, to
name a few things. Field corn is used to make beer and other alcohol
as well.
It is also used in things you
wouldn’t think about it being used
for such as degradable plastics,
carpet, fireworks, paper, crayons,
glue, tires, vitamins, toothpaste,
and medicines.
Sweet Corn - We also grow
about one acre of sweet corn
each year. This is the corn you
see at local farm stands and
grocery stores in the summertime.
Sweet corn is grown for human
consumption, to eat directly off
the cob, no processing necessary.
Sweet corn does not grow as
tall as field corn and the leaves are much thinner. Sweet corn doesn’t
take nearly as long to grow as field corn either. It is planted in April
or May and ready by July or August. In comparison, field corn is
planted in April or May and is not ready until September or October.
We like to plant half of our sweet corn crop in the very beginning
of planting season. Then we plant all of our field corn and then
we plant the second half of our sweet corn crop at the very end
of planting season. We like to do it this way for two reasons. One
being the weather always affects the growing of the crops so if crop
number one had way too much rain or was way too dry for instance
and did not thrive well, we would still have a chance at great yields
with crop number two or vice versa. The second reason to plant it in
two crops is to prolong the consumption phase.
10
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Matt and Mandy Baenziger and their twin sons
Mason and Maverick raise beef cattle and grow
corn, soybeans, wheat and sweet corn on their
family farm in rural Kingston. Matt is a 4th
generation farmer.

Sweet corn only stays fresh, tender, and edible
for a short period of time, unlike field corn where
the kernels are dried out and preserved for much
longer. Once crop number one is coming to an
end, ideally crop number two is ready to go. You
can see our little farm stand set up each year by
the road.
A big diﬀerence between the two is sweet
corn is much sweeter than ﬁeld corn, as the
name implies. People will get quite a surprise
if they decide to go pick field corn for dinner off
the side of the road that they think is sweet corn.
While nobody wants their crops “stolen” I think
every farmer has gotten a laugh out of this at one
time or another thinking of them taking that first
bite of field corn for dinner.
So the next time you are enjoying a juicy steak
or pork chop on the grill with a side of buttery
corn on the cob and an ice cold mug of beer,
you can think about the difference between field
corn and sweet corn and which one was used to
produce each item.
Matt & Mandy Baenziger
Fun Fact: Our cow-calf herd’s very favorite treat is
the husks of the sweet corn. They will come running
for it and even shove each other out of the way to eat
the most delicious snack they’ve ever had! ■

FARM & FOOD

What if farmers did not use pesticides?

Farmers use many tools to produce the food that ends up on our plates.
Among them are crop protection products, also known as pesticides.
Crop protection helps control weeds, pests and diseases that starve food crops
of the nutrients, sunlight and water needed to thrive.
Pesticide is a general term that covers three broad areas of crop production.
Insecticides control worms, bugs and other insects that can easily consume
crops in the field or grains and food in storage. Herbicides will control and
prevent weeds from overcoming the crop and lowering the harvest. And
fungicides prevent and control diseases which attack our crops.

What are the different types of crop protection and why are they used?
Chemical sprays are one method used to manage weeds and insects, but
there are several approaches. Many farmers in the U.S. practice integrated pest
management (IPM). This means that farmers use a variety of methods to grow
and protect the crop and will only choose chemical control when it is the better
option.
Other IPM tools include things like crop rotation, better plant genetics
(disease and insect resistance) and natural predators. Most farms use a
combination of practices to protect crops from weeds and insects.

What would happen if farmers didn’t use crop protection?

Pests – weeds, insects and fungus – are the greatest threat to growing any
crop. Without pesticides, some crops could not be grown on a large scale, so our
diets would not be as diverse.
Without pesticides, fruits and vegetables would be stunted, riddled with
injuries and contaminated with microbes, contributing to food waste.
Without crop protection, food would also be more expensive as more of it
would be lost to pests. Even with the use of modern crop protection products,
20 to 40 percent of potential food production is lost every year to pests.

How do pesticides affect the environment?

There are tradeoffs to using pesticides, to using organic methods or to using
nothing at all. Proper pesticide use can help protect part of the environment.
Efficiently using farmland – growing more food on less land – also protects
forests and wildlife habitats from being cultivated.
Chemical weed, disease and insect
products often require much less
time, equipment and energy than
traditional production practices; thereby
generating a lower carbon footprint and
environmental benefits.
But using chemical pesticides does
involve some risk. The compounds are
designed to kill a living organism such
as a microbe, weed or insect, so they
need to be used responsibly.
Some crop protection chemicals have
a negative impact on beneficial insects,
such as bees and butterflies. The

agricultural industry is researching
ways to reduce the negative impact.
Some of the older, more toxic
compounds have been banned and
replaced by newer ones that are more
targeted to specific species.

Is my food safe from pesticide
residues?

Pesticides are regulated in the
U.S. to be sure that they are as
safe as possible for people and the
environment.
The U.S. has an extensive
regulatory system, and whether it’s
household chemicals or agricultural
herbicides and insecticides, all
chemicals go through extensive
toxicology testing to look at the
benefits and the risks of the product.
This is especially true of pesticides
used on food crops.
All foods, whether they are grown
with conventional farming or organic
methods, are regulated and safe. Any
pesticide that comes to market must
be approved and certified by the EPA,
USDA and FDA. ■
Source: Dr. Tim Durham, Crop Science,
Ferrum College; Jeffrey Graybill, MS, CCA,
Agronomy, Penn State University;
Best Food Facts
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FARM COUNTRY

Vote against Illinois
progressive Tax amendment
Illinois Farm Bureau urges members to vote no for tax hike.
Illinois Farm Bureau is among a
statewide coalition of organizations
to join together and urge a no vote
on the Illinois Progressive Tax
Amendment.
The coalition consists of Farm
Bureau, the Illinois Chamber of
Commerce, National Federation
of Independent Business – Illinois
Technology and Manufacturing
Association. The groups represent
who this tax would hurt most: small
businesses, farmers, manufacturers
and workers.
The organizations agree that
Illinoisans are already overtaxed.
Families, workers, seniors and small
business owners struggle under the
weight of the highest overall tax
burden in the entire country, yet
politicians in Springfield are trying to
hike taxes again.

The progressive tax will do nothing
to address our sky-high property
taxes; will cost jobs, slow wage
growth, and hurt Illinois workers;
and will end up raising taxes on the
middle class and the working poor.
Illinoisans can’t afford another tax
hike, especially as working families
and small businesses struggle to
recover from COVID-19.
“What this new progressive tax will
actually do is take us down the same
route that these proposals have gone
in other states,” said Illinois Farm
Bureau President Richard Guebert,
Jr. “To cover all of Springfield’s
spending and debt, the tax brackets
and rates will have to be changed to
raise taxes on the middle class and
even the working poor, with higher
rates starting at incomes as low as
$25,000 per year.”

Voters Guide for members
Watch for a General Election Voters
Guide to come in October. Farm
Bureau will be providing members
with information on contested races
and referendums for the Nov. 3
General Election.

12
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“So while proponents claim the
progressive tax would only tax
‘the rich,’ many of whom are local
leaders like family farmers who
are investing in their communities
and creating jobs, the truth is that
this amendment will open up every
Illinoisan to tax increases,” said
Guebert.

The Progressive
Tax Amendment

During the General Election, on
Nov. 3, Illinoisans will have an
opportunity to vote on the proposed
Progressive Tax Amendment. The
proposed amendment would change
the Illinois constitution and the way
you would pay Illinois income tax.
The amendment would remove
the limitation of nongraduated
income tax and allow lawmakers
to pass a new income tax rate
structure.
The progressive income tax rate
structure would divide Illinoisans
into categories based on their level
of income, and as income levels get
progressively higher, so would the
tax rates. Under this progressive
income tax structure, the tax rates
start at 4.75% and go up to 7.99%.
In comparison, the state’s current
non-graduated or flat income tax of
4.95% applies to everyone.
If approved, the constitutional
amendment would allow lawmakers
to hike the tax rate on various
groups of taxpayers.
Farm Bureau supports a “No”
vote to Section 3, Article IX of
the Illinois Constitution which
asks voters: “Do you support an
amendment to change the Illinois
Constitution? ■

FARM COUNTRY

Sandersons named Environmental Stewards
The Sanderson family of Kirkland
was selected as the 2020
Illinois Beef Association (IBA)
Environmental Stewards of the Year.
The award recognizes the
Sanderson family as beef producers
in Illinois whose natural resource
stewardship practices protect the
environment and contribute to
productivity and profitability.
“Our goal is to leave the soil better
than we found it. We have always
tried to do the best we could with
the knowledge we had,” says Trent
Sanderson. “We are all willing to
learn and that has helped us persevere
in the past and prepare for the future.”
The Sanderson Family operates row
crop and cattle enterprises, as well
as a consumer-direct beef and pork
sales business. They have been able
to implement sustainable practices
into their operation such as rotational
grazing, cover-crop and no-till
practices, and utilizing grass strips for
erosion control. They also make use
of their cattle by using their manure
as fertilizer and their hooves as tillage
equipment.

The Sanderson family includes: (back row, from left) Corey and Rosalie Trump,
Dan and Hattie Sanderson, Libby and Trent Sanderson (front) Violet Trump, Jack
and Owen Sanderson.

“We are phasing out the feedlot,
so we no longer need to haul
manure. We want to be 100 percent
pasture,” says Trent. “The animals
can do that for us, so we use less
fuel and equipment. We keep
things simple and we maintain our
cycle of sustainable cattle and crop
production.”
The family also established a
local beef business, Pasture Grazed

Sustainable Meats. This has allowed
the family to develop an extra income
through direct-to consumer beef sales.
In the future, Sanderson’s goal is to
rely solely on the farm for income.
“The goal is to improve our quality
of life, pay off assets and grow highquality products without the need for
off-farm income,” he says. “This is
a fun adventure. I hope I never stop
learning.” ■

John Deere reﬂects on ag history in road scholar program
You are invited to a private board
meeting and celebration of John
Deere & Co. on Aug. 20 at the
Hinckley Community Building. The
founder of the company is retiring
and handing the plow to his son
Charles.
John Deere reflects on the history
of his self-scouring plows, shares
some of his personal struggles and
then turns to the future and the
great changes in agriculture that he
foresees through the vision of his son
who transforms the company and the
future of farming.
As John Deere, historian and author
Brian Ellis covers a hundred years of
agricultural history and then leads a

discussion on the future of farming.
Raising issues like the pros and cons
of small versus large farm operations,
the role of technology and continued
mechanization, this program promises
to engage you in a conversation on
how we continue to feed the world.
The program, organized by the
Hinckley Historical Society and
the Hinckley Public Library, is free
and open to the public. Farmers and
others interested in food security and
agriculture innovation will find the
program insightful and engaging.
The John Deere program begins at
6 p.m. in the Hinckley Community
Building Auditorium, 100 N Maple,
Hinckley.

This Road Scholars Program
provided by Illinois Humanities
strengthens the social, political, and
economic fabric of Illinois through
constructive conversation and
community engagement. Founded
in 1974 as the state affiliate of
the National Endowment for the
Humanities, Illinois Humanities is
the only statewide proponent of the
public humanities.
Social distancing will be followed.
Please wear a mask.
Contact Rylie Roubal at the Library
(Rylie@hinckley.lib.il.us) or Bob
Pritchard at the Historical Society
(Hinckleyhistoricalsociety@gmail.
com) for further information. ■
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scholarships

College students receive scholarships
Farm Bureau Foundation awards 24 scholarships

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture recently awarded 24 scholarships to deserving college
students. The Foundation congratulates these students receiving Ag Discipline Scholarships, Orville A. Olson Ag
Scholarship, Bob & Norma Wildenradt Ag Scholarship, Arden & Dorothy Baie Scholarships, Medical Scholarships,
Robert Morley Science Scholarships and DeKalb Ag Scholarship.

Orville A. Olson
Ag Scholarship

Ag Discipline Scholarships

Seth Harbecke

Sycamore, Sophomore
Iowa State University
B.S., Agricultural
Biochemistry, 2023
Ag Business

Kristen Hoffman

Kingston, Senior
Iowa State University
B.S., Agricultural
Business, 2021
Ag Business & Farming

Sophia McComb

Sycamore, Sophomore
Cornell University
B.S., Ag Economics &
Global Development, 2023
Ag Business

Sycamore, Sophomore
University of WisconsinPlatteville
B.S., Agriculture Education,
2023
Ag Teacher

Bob & Norma
Wildenradt
Ag Scholarship

Arden & Dorothy Baie Scholarships

Chase Clausen

Kortney Jones

Genoa, Senior
University of IllinoisUrbana-Champaign
B.S., Ag & Consumer
Economics, 2021
Ag Business
14
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Kirkland, Senior
Northern Illinois University
B.S., Accounting, 2021
Accountant

Olin Simpson

Shabbona, Senior

North Central College
B.A., Sports Management,
2021
Sports Management

Claire Plapp

Mindy Smits

Malta, Junior
South Dakota State University
B.S., Dairy Production &
Manufacturing, 2022
Dairy Production &
Manufacturing

Medical Scholarships

Karrigan Cowan

Big Rock, 2nd Year
Northern Illinois University
Doctorate of Physical
Therapy, 2022
Physical Therapist

Jaylene Jennings

DeKalb, 2nd Year
University of Findlay
M.S., Physician Assistant,
2021
Physician Assistant ►

Robert Morley Science Scholarships

Josh Anderson

Lori Drake

Nolan Govig

Rosemary Nelson

Cameron Pedersen

Christopher Pedersen Alexandra Schneider
Malta, Senior
Iowa State University
B.S., Electrical Engineering,
2020
Electrical Engineer

DeKalb, Junior
Northern Illinois University
B.S., Industrial & Systems
Engineering, 2022
Industrial Engineer

Emma Stice

Elizabeth Swedberg

Olivia Willrett

Jessica Yaeger

Shabbona, Junior
Iowa State University
B.S., Construction
Engineering, 2022
Construction Engineer

Maple Park, Junior
George William College of
Aurora University
B.S., Nursing, 2022
Nurse

Clare, Senior
University of WisconsinMadison
B.S., Animal Science, 2021
Large Animal Veterinarian

Malta, Junior
University of Notre Dame
B.S., Biological Sciences,
2022
Orthopedic Surgeon

Malta, Junior
Northern Illinois University
B.S., Mechanical Engineering,
2022
Mechanical Engineer

Heidi Harbecke

scholarships

Sycamore, Senior
Louisiana State University
B.S., Industrial Engineering,
2021
Industrial Engineer

Conrad Milton

Lindenwood, Junior
University of Illinois-UrbanaChampaign
B.S., Chemistry, 2022
Medical Research

Sycamore, Senior
University of North Alabama
B.S., Nursing, 2021
Nurse

DeKalb Ag Scholarship
Avery Plote

Leland, Sophomore
University of IllinoisUrbana-Champaign
B.S., Agriculture Education.
2023
Ag Teacher

Sycamore, Junior
Iowa State University
B.S., Mechanical
Engineering, 2022
Mechanical Engineer

Malta, Senior
Colorado State University
B.S., Animal Science & Ag
Businesss, 2021
Ag Business

DeKalb, Senior
Pennsylvania State University
B.S., Plant Science, 2021
Horticulture Business ■
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SCHOlARSHIpS

Honoring the legacy of DeKalb Ag
Avery Plote is first recipient of the DeKalb Ag Scholarship.
The new DeKalb Ag Scholarship
continues the legendary namesake of
DeKalb Ag which was an important
research company for agriculture and
the local community.
Established under the auspices of
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation for Agriculture, the first
scholarship was presented recently to
Avery Plote of rural Leland.
“I would like to thank the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Foundation
along with those who played a crucial
role in getting this scholarship started,
such as past members of the DeKalb
Ag Alumni and other community
members,” said Avery.
“Scholarships are a great way to
give back to the community, and I’m
truly honored and humbled to have
been selected for this one,” he said.
Through the generosity of the
DeKalb Ag Alumni Association,
former DeKalb Ag employees and the
Farm Bureau Foundation, a fund was
established last year with donations
earmarked for college scholarships.

Avery Plote was recently awarded the first DeKalb Ag Scholarship and was congratulated
by Tom Plote, past president of the DeKalb Ag Alumni Association.

“Upon dissolution of the DeKalb Ag
Alumni Association, the Board made a
financial commitment to Farm Bureau’s
scholarship program,” stated Tom Plote,
past Alumni president.

“Scholarships are a great way
to give back to the community,
and I’m truly honored and
humbled to have been selected
Avery Plote
for this one.”

Avery Plote farms with his family in
rural Leland and is a sophomore at
the University of Illinois in UrbanaChampaign.
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Citing past historical connections
between DeKalb Ag and Farm Bureau,
Tom said, “We felt the best way we
could honor the legacy of the DeKalb
Ag Research name was with a college
scholarship through Farm Bureau. We
are thankful for the contributions from
not only the Alumni but others who
have made this scholarship a reality.”
Avery Plote is a sophomore at the
University of Illinois majoring in
agricultural education. In the future

he hopes to become a high school
agricultural teacher and FFA advisor.
This past year Avery served as
Section 7 FFA President. “With all
the time I’ve spent growing, learning
and serving through FFA, I know
the impact that Ag Ed can have on
students.”
Throughout his young life, Avery
has worked on his family’s grain and
livestock farm with his parents Roy
and Janet and brother Ethan.
Having received the DeKalb Ag
Scholarship, Avery says, “I aim
to work hard to ensure that this
investment in me will give back to
the industry we know and love!” ■

Help grow the DeKalb Ag Scholarship
fund or other scholarship funds by
donating to the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau Foundation online: www.
PlantALegacy.org or send donations to
the Farm Bureau office.

Bright future ahead for agriculture

SCHOlARSHIpS

Chase Clausen earns first Bob & Norma Wildenradt Ag Scholarship.
Bob and Norma Wildenradt
endowed a gift to the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Foundation for
Agriculture to support young people
with a promising future in agriculture.
“We especially want to help college
students who are looking at a career
in agriculture,” said the Sycamore
couple.
Through the Farm Bureau
Foundation they established the
Bob and Norma Wildenradt Ag
Scholarship earlier this year.
Recently, their scholarship was
granted to Chase Clausen of rural
Sycamore.
“Young people like Chase Clausen
provide so much hope for the future
of agriculture,” said Bob Wildenradt.
Chase is a senior at the University
of Illinois studying agricultural &
consumer economics. Coincidentally,
it’s the same campus where Bob
obtained an engineering degree.

Norma and Bob Wildenradt offer well wishes to Chase Clausen as he returns to campus
for his senior year at the University of Illinois. Chase received the first Bob and Norma
Wildenradt Ag Scholarship.

“Those were good years on
campus,” reminisced Bob and Norma,
who were married and lived on
campus in the early to mid-1950s.
“Enjoy your college years,” they
urged Chase before he returned to
college.

“Young people like Chase
Clausen provide so much
hope for the future of
agriculture.” Bob Wildenradt

Chase Clausen values his farm experience
and internships with John Deere as he
plans for a future career in agricultural
business.

“I will,” responded Chase and
thanked the Wildenradts for their
generosity. “It’s because of generous
supporters like Bob and Norma
Wildenradt and the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau that I am able to focus
on academics while in college,”
Chase said.
“This scholarship means so much to
me. Growing up in the Farm Bureau

system, I have learned the value of
agriculture and all that Farm Bureau
does for the future of agriculture.
Receiving this new scholarship is
an honor and means a lot to me to
know you believe in youth pursuing
agriculture.”
At the University of Illinois, Chase
is president of Collegiate Farm
Bureau, an organization of students
interested in and supportive of Farm
Bureau and its mission.
Chase also finished a summer
internship with John Deere and hopes
that his skillsets will result in a job
offer after college.
His farm background provided
the impetus for pursuing a career in
agriculture as he worked alongside
his parents Jeff and Anna and brothers
Jared and Justin. “Raising livestock
and crops on our family farm allowed
me to gain a large appreciation for
this incredible industry.” ■

August 2020 CONNECTIONS

17

John Emerson:
DSR to Seed Dealer
John Emerson remembers it like it was
yesterday. Being hired by Harold Noren and
Carroll Christenson, DEKALB Ag marketing
executives, for the sales department.
John had recently graduated from Illinois
State University with a degree in agriculture
and was anxious to work in an agribusiness
field. In 1974 he accepted the job as a
DEKALB District Sales Representative and
would be based in Mt. Vernon, Illinois.
“Being from northern Illinois, I didn’t
even know where Mt. Vernon was!” joshed
John. His job was to oversee a base of 80
farmer dealers from 17 counties in central to
southern Illinois.
As a DSR he learned a great deal about
seed corn and provided incentives for farmers
to sell more seed. But after three years he
chose to return to the family farm in rural
Genoa.
He joined his father in the farming
operation and also became a DEKALB seed
dealer, just like his dad. His father, John L.
“Louie” Emerson, had been a dealer since
1955.
John Emerson stands beside the winged ear sign on his Genoa farmstead. The
“It was a family thing for us,” said the
large winged ear was obtained by his father after the Farm Progress Show held in
younger John C. “Charles” Emerson. “We
1975 at the Willrett Farm in Malta. John was a DEKALB seed dealer for 25 years.
always planted DEKALB seed.” Every acre
on their centennial farm is DEKALB corn or soybeans.
The father and son team sold seed to farmers in Genoa and Kingston
“It was a family thing for us. We
townships and also in McHenry County typically meeting their bag
always planted DEKALB seed.”
sales goals. Their best year they sold 4,500 bags of seed corn.
“Dad sold enough seed to get a new refrigerator for Mom,” said
John Emerson
John C. “It was a nice gift for the housewife.” He explained that the
housewives did a lot of the work, too, for the seed sales business.
In 2003 he gave up the dealership at
Their sales earned them achievement awards such as farm prints and
a time when many farmer dealerships
dinner plates with beautiful farm drawings commissioned by artists
were being phased out based on corporate
for the company’s seed dealers. And trips were another perk for sales
changes.
performance.
The 69-year-old farmer still is a strong
In the 25 years which John C. was a dealer he said the most notable
proponent of DEKALB seed as he wears
difference was in the quality of the seed. “The seed got better and
the winged-ear cap, grows the seed, and is
it was my job to let farmers know about the product. “I enjoyed
surrounded by memories of dealership days
the comradery with customers and other dealers. It also was a great
in his farm office. ►
education in agronomy which helped me be a better farmer.”
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Alvin Warren:
Loyal Farm Dealer
Alvin “Al” Warren raised DEKALB
corn his entire farm life. For 45 years he
grew several different DEKALB corn
hybrids on his Leland farm.
“I raised both seed corn and regular
corn for DEKALB,” said Al. “That is,
until they moved seed corn plots to
Rock Falls (in 2005). Back in the day
there was a lot of DEKALB seed corn
grown here – the home of the DeKalb Ag
company (with production facilities in
nearby Waterman).”
His loyalty to the company was
based on “having a good product” and
a family history with the organization
which was a spinoff of the county’s
Soil Improvement Association (Farm
Bureau).
His grandfather and namesake, Alvin,
built their 1916 farmhouse which he and
Myrtie now live in. Grandfather Alvin
was both a farmer and state legislator. He
also hosted some of the early meetings
of the Soil Improvement Association
on their farm promoting better farm
practices and improved seeds.
Al’s father, Davis, grew DEKALB
corn in the early years of the company,
Al Warren saw several name changes in the DeKalb Ag company and still has this sign
from the 1980s which he once had posted on his Leland centennial farm. Al was a
when the first hybrids were introduced.
seed dealer for 24 years selling to farmers in southern DeKalb County.
Al started farming with his father in
1957 after he had graduated from the
University of Illinois with a degree in animal science.
“I had many good years as a seed
Twenty years later, Al became a DEKALB seed dealer taking over the
dealership from his high school friend Armond “Shorty” Dannewitz, a
dealer. I particularly enjoyed the
Somonauk farmer.
friendships with other dealers.”
Al claims he was a good salesman for DEKALB which won him many
trips for him and his wife.
Al Warren
“We had goals to meet and I met most of them,” said Al. “I had many
good years as a seed dealer. I particularly enjoyed the friendships with
farmhouse closets. Some were gifted by the
other dealers.”
company and others were purchased.
Looking back, Al remembers the dealer meetings he attended at local
Their farmhouse has many artifacts with
restaurants. He thinks about how all of their four children detasseled corn
the DEKALB winged ear insignia on it – a
for the “Ag” on their farm. He reflects on delivering seed to farmers in
large framed print, dinner plates, pillows and
50 pound bags. His thoughts then turn to how corn yields have exploded
throws, clocks, kitchen utensils and more.
from when his father was farming.
Myrtie’s favorites are the small ceramic
Al retired the seed dealership in 2002 when he quit farming. But
house and barn which she lights up at
remnants of his DEKALB dealership past are all around him. He wears
Christmas.
his favorite yellow cap frequently around the farm but especially when he
At 88 years, Al beams with pride when he
goes fishing in northern Michigan.
talks about DEKALB and its connections to
Seed corn hats and jackets were everyday apparel in their
his farm family. ►
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Rusty Baie:
Generations of Dealers
For the past 80 years the Baie family has
maintained a DEKALB seed dealership.
Barton “Rusty” Baie, current dealer, says
his grandfather, Clarence, was one of the
early dealers starting around 1940. The dealer
program began in 1937 with the DeKalb
Agricultural Association.
“He was a good salesman,” remembers
Rusty. “He liked people and enjoyed selling
seed to farmers.”
Rusty and his father, Clare, assisted with
the seed dealership which eventually would
be transferred to them. “We helped move
seed around, starting with the 10th Street
warehouse in DeKalb to our current shed in
Waterman,” explains Rusty.
“Back in the day, Grandpa was one of the
top salesmen – one year he sold 5,400 bags
of seed,” he said. “He was a natural at it.”
Clarence was in the Winner’s Circle, reserved
for an elite group of dealers who achieved the
Rusty Baie is the third generation of Baies to be DEKALB seed dealers. Rusty
wears many hats as a dealer, farmer and trucker. He owns Baie & Baie trucking
top level of seed sales.
which hauls seed and machinery for the Bayer company. He maintains an
What helped their sales was they believed in
office in Waterman near the Bayer production facility.
the DEKALB seeds they sold to other farmers.
“We never grew another bag of anything
else,” said Rusty. “It was all DEKALB corn and Asgrow (DEKALB brand)
“I wear more than a seed hat
soybeans.” They also grew seed corn and seed beans for the company on
anymore. I sell seed but also
their Waterman farm for many years until seed plots were moved to Rock
sell technology in the bag.”
Falls and Ashton in 2005.
Seed deliveries for Rusty’s dealership are in close proximity to his
Rusty Baie
office located next to the Bayer Waterman seed production facility on East
Adams Street. Besides the dealership, he also hauls seed and machinery for
Bayer through Baie & Baie Trucking, a business his father and grandfather
on the volume of sales. Dealerships
started.
are now held with cooperatives and
Comparing the seed dealership from his grandpa’s days to the present,
agribusinesses who bundle farm
Rusty says there are some similarities and some differences. What hasn’t
input products like seed, fertilizer and
changed much is his customer base, with some longtime, consistent farmer
chemicals for farmers.
customers in the Waterman and Hinckley areas. There are dealer meetings,
“Yes, it is now big business – it has
field days and training, much like in the past. He also gets a commission for
to be big, whether we like it or not, it’s
each bag of seed sold, just like his grandpa.
corporate America,” said Rusty.
But what has changed is the technology of the seed that’s in the bag. “I
The 59-year-old Waterman farmer says
wear more than a seed hat anymore,” said Rusty. “I sell seed but also sell
the reason he maintains the dealership
biotechnology in the bag.” Today’s seeds have genetic traits which make
is, “the family connection plus the good
field corn more resistant to diseases and adverse weather.
product and technology.”
Another change has been in the declining number of seed dealers. Rusty
“It’s been good. I like the people. And
is one of four in DeKalb County. He’s able to maintain his dealership based
it helps better myself in farming.” ►
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Ed Arndt, Jr:
Father to Son Dealership
It’s been more than 40 years since
the Arndt’s started a dealership with
DEKALB.
Ed “Eddie” Arndt, Sr. expressed interest
in a dealership in the late 1970s at a time
when they were quite popular and some
farmers had to wait for a dealership to
open up. He contacted District Sales
Manager Jim Montgomery explaining that
his son would be farming with him and
the extra income would enhance his farm
income.
“Dad had several connections to
DeKalb Ag then,” said Ed Arndt, Jr. His
parents had a friendly relationship with
the Charlie Gunn (corn breeder) family.
And he worked his college summers
at the research farms while interfacing
with Charlie Roberts. He also raised
foundation seed corn for the company.
“So Dad was loyal to DEKALB.”
A year after Eddie had inquired about
a dealership, the DSM stopped by
their Malta farm to see if he was still
interested. The company had made some
Ed Arndt, Jr. now runs the seed dealership which was started by his dad. It’s a third
changes in sales territories which would
enterprise for the Arndt’s, along with raising crops and hogs on their Malta family farm.
allow Eddie to sell seed in the MaltaDeKalb area.
In the fall of 1976, Eddie became a
“Dad saw the company grow
DEKALB seed dealer. He was assisted by his son, Ed, and wife, Noel, with
keeping track of inventory, billing, and seed deliveries.
and wanted to be part of it
“Eddie enjoyed visiting with other farmers and making sales calls. He
as a farmer. It’s been a good
also enjoyed the dealer meetings,” said Noel.
relationship over the years
Back then Noel recalls their handwritten bookkeeping for the seed
sales side of their farm business. As far as seed pick up, they would have
and we firmly believe in their
a clipboard in their shop and farmers would write on the clipboard the
Ed Arndt, Jr.
products.”
number of bags they took or brought back, on an honor system. “It became
much more sophisticated over time,” explained Noel.
The dealership eventually transitioned to Ed and his wife, Darla, with
Like his late dad, Ed also enjoys
gradual changes in the way they ran the seed business based on modern
the comradery with other farmers and
technology, such as computerized records and communication with
a chance to talk about anything agcustomers via emails and texting.
related in farm visits.
It’s one of three farm enterprises for the Arndt’s – along with their crop
The Arndt’s stand behind the
and hog farm businesses. Ed says it’s a “strong third enterprise” run by the
DEKALB product growing all corn
family with help from farm employees.
and soybeans from the company that
“Today it’s a very competitive business,” said Ed, about seed sales. “You
originated here. “Dad saw the company
have to keep the customer serviced or he will go somewhere else.” The
grow and wanted to be part of it as
56-year-old farmer recognizes the heightened competition between seed
a farmer,” said Ed. “It’s been a good
companies and agribusinesses for agronomic sales.
relationship over the years and we
“Communication is important so we work hard at it with our farmer
firmly believe in their products.” ■
customers to keep their business.”
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The story behind DEKAlB seed dealers
Farmer seed dealers
have been an important
piece of the DEKALB
story.
Tom Roberts believed
the dealer should be a
farmer who called on
his neighbor. Who better
could enthusiastically
sell seed on the basis of
personal experience?
Roberts also believed
sales calls should be
made well in advance of
planting, which is when
farmers typically had
spare time to make and
receive calls.
In 1937, sales
manager Rus
Rasmussen set up
sales districts and
began assembling a
Seed dealers in the 1980s
team of progressive
After a dealer meeting held at the El Matador restaurant in Sycamore, these farmers posed for a photo
farmers as his dealer
besides a corn field on Rt. 64 in 1983. (From back, left, counter clockwise) Chuck Foster, Earlville; Ed
force. Rasmussen also
Arndt, Sr., Malta; Rich Walter, DeKalb; Ted Andresen, DeKalb; John L. Emerson, Genoa; Joe Lanan,
originated the idea of
Kingston; Clarence Baie, Waterman; Doug Martenson, Waterman; Clare Baie, Waterman; John C.
having dealers plant test
Emerson, Genoa; Bob Hankes, Sugar Grove; Mark Johnson, Lee; and Melvin Johnson, Lee.
plots of the varieties they
sold. In the fall the dealers would host “field days” so customers and prospects
in 1947. The company claimed proudly
could see for themselves the performance of DEKALB hybrids.
in its ads and on seed bags: “More
Another key innovation was Acres of Gold, a seed catalogue printed in color
Farmers Plant DEKALB Than Any Other
that informed dealers and customers about all DEKALB varieties. The first
Hybrid.”
cataglogue appeared in 1940, describing hybrids available for the next season.
Source: DEKALB Genetics Corporation
One of the key hybrids at the time was DEKALB 404A, which helped
1998 Annual Report
propel the
company to the
Dealership Changes – In the early
top. Developed
2000s, the seed dealership began to
by Charlie Gunn
change. Some farmers gave up their
for the northern
dealerships based on competition
Corn Belt, 404A
from cooperatives who were also
established itself
selling DEKALB seed and due to
as the outstanding
corporate changes. Some farmers felt
single hybrid of
that the dealership was not the same
the first decade of
family type atmosphere as it was in
hybrid corn. Sales
the days of DeKalb Ag. Today, there
of 404A peaked
are four farmer dealers in the county
at more than half
who sell DEKALB seed along with
a million bushels
dealerships held by agribusinesses. ■
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A glimpse of local history

DeKalb Collectibles
When you think of something
that represents DeKalb, the
DeKalb Ag’s Winged Ear logo
has to be at the top of the list.
Through the company’s several
name changes, the Winged Ear
has flown proudly throughout the
world.
It has taken on a life of its own and
is one of the most recognizable logos
in history. This also makes the logo a
very desirable collectible. The thrill
of “borrowing” a field sign has been
enjoyed by many locals.
Anywhere you go in the world it is
likely that you will come across the
logo in your travels. Items with the
Winged Ear logo on them are still
displayed proudly in this area.
DeKalb Ag did a lot of things right;
one of the most forward thinking was
the marketing of the farmer/dealer
sales force. In the early days, as Tom
Roberts Sr., manager of the DeKalb
Agricultural Association, grew his
reputation in the field, he earned a
great amount of respect from his
peers. So when he had a new hybrid
seed product for them to try, they

This collector’s plate was
called “An Accident” and
was presented to seed
dealers as part of their
sales incentives, 19751976. There was a series
of different plates made
over several years.

were willing to try it based on
Roberts’ experience.
The farmer/dealer force could
sell seed to their neighbors, plant
plots that would compare this seed
to others, make sales calls in their
free time, and warehouse seed at
their location. The farmer/dealer
would be the best informed on
issues of growing seed corn.
As this program grew, incentives
were introduced. More importantly
incentives that the farmer/dealer’s

This small wooden truck was one of many DEKALB collectible items.

wife would want. What better way
to motivate her husband to sell seed
than for the wife to want the incentive
offered?
There were so many different
incentive items from tableware to
the most modern kitchen gadget for
the ladies and belt buckles, hats, and
trailer hitches for the guys to mention
a few. Many of the collectibles are still
in high demand today. ■
Joiner History Room, DeKalb County Archives

The ever popular DeKalb baseball
cap had something for everyone
with the Winged Ear logo.
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Foundation Mission: Ag Outreach, Education
The DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation for Agriculture continues
its ongoing mission of ag outreach
and education.
But we couldn’t do it without the
generosity of donors.
We thank our donors (listed
below) from last year and this year
for funding worthwhile agricultural
initiatives like Ag in the Classroom,
scholarships, farm field trips, ag
literacy and community outreach
programs.
If your name isn’t on our donor
list please consider giving to the
Foundation for Agriculture: www.
PlantALegacy.org or contact
Mariam Wassmann at the Farm
Bureau Foundation at 815-756-6361.

AG IN THE ClASSROOM

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture 2019-2020 Donors
Named Endowment ($50,000+)
Allan & Ruth Aves
In Memory of Arden & Dorothy Baie
Tom & Joan Fenstermaker
Bob & Norma Wildenradt & Family

Legacy Gift ($10,000-$49,999)

Allan & Ruth Aves
Babson Farms
Ken & Glennie Barshinger
In Memory of Joe Barshinger
Ed & Vicki Eggers
In Memory of Wilder & Martha Fay
GRAINGER
Darwin & Melody Hall
In Memory of Albert O. Johnson
KishHealth System
Terry & Sherrie Martin
In Memory of Orville A. Olson
In Memory of Charles H. Orr
The Schelkopf Family
Robert & Jo Ann Skabo
Jim & Sue Walter

Growing Acres ($1,000-$9,999)
A & P Grain Systems
America’s Farmers Grow
Communities Monsanto Fund
In Memory of Eddie Arndt
Babson Farms
Christina Bagwill
Banner Up Signs–Kuhn Family
Bayer Crop Science
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Growing Acres ($1,000-$9,999)

continued
In Memory of Ralph & Irene Boesche
CHS – Rochelle
Compeer Financial
Ed & Juli Cowan
Bill & Julenne Davey
Dayton & Old Elm Farms
DeKalb County COUNTRY Financial
DeRaedt Seed
Doug & Nancy Dashner
Steve & Vickie Drendel
Vernon & Shirley Drendel
Enbridge Energy
Landon & Colleen Faivre
Vince & Jerilyn Faivre
In Memory of Roy Fenstermaker, Sr.
First National Bank
First State Bank
Joyce Gardner
Jack & Marcia Goodrich
In Memory of Lisa Boltz Hanson
Heartland Bank & Trust Co.
Robert & Ann Hutcheson
In Memory of Gordon & Janette Jones
Lewis & Hilary Josephs
KishHealth System
In Memory of Roger Klein
Ronald G. Klein
William, Bonnie & Robert Mullins
In Memory of Dorothy & James Nolan, Jr.

Growing Acres ($1,000-$9,999)

continued
Lyle & Marty Paul
Elvin & Betty Plapp
In Memory of Richard E. Pitstick
Roy & Janet Plote
In Memory of Joe & Elsie Quinn
Marjorie Rasmussen
Paul & Connie Rasmussen
In Memory of Robert Schweitzer
Paul & Mary Schweitzer
In Memory of Kenneth Stoddard
In Memory of Bob Twombly
In Memory of Beverly & Archie Tuntland
Mark Tuttle
David & Peggy Vaughan
In Memory of Tom Warren
In Memory of Bob & Helen Willrett
M. Nadine Zimmerman

The Giving Field

($200-$999 Annually)
Jerry & Sue Bemis
Boehne Farms
Boehne Farms Trucking
Mark & Rhodora Collins
Adele deWerff Stevens
Ben Drake & Megan Carrier
Scott & Tara Drake
Dan & Jennifer Hoffman
Yvonne Johnson

The Giving Field

($200-$999 Annually) continued
Tracy & Beth Jones
Dan & Maylan Kenney
Ray & Carol Larson
Greg & Marci Millburg
Bob & Mary Pritchard
Carol Quinn
Trent & Elizabeth Sanderson
Roger Steimel
Jim & Marcia Stoddard
Jamie & Kristen Walter
Hank & Jan Wassmann
Jim & Mariam Wassmann

Cultivating Paths

(General Fund)
A & P Grains System
Lowell Akers
Richard & Candy Anderson
Charlie & Marti Brown
Lynette Byington
Carl F. Dumoulin
Landon & Colleen Faivre
Family Charitable Fund
Steve & Pat Faivre
Virginia Farley
Nedra Ericson-Huntress
Dawn Felix
Norm & Marion Gilbert
Jack & Marcia Goodrich
Gerald & Nancy Hartmann

FOUNDATION

SCHOlARSHIpS

FARM VISITS

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture 2019-2020 Donors
Cultivating Paths

(General Fund) continued
Jerry & Diane Helland
Fredrick High
James K. & Loretta M. Hipple
Family Fund
Craig Johnson
Donna Kleveland
Gary & Mary Leonard
Gerald & Mary Lynn McArtor
Jerry Olson
Pamela Olson
Lyle & Marty Paul
Ursula Sarver
Anna Schelkopf
Berni Schelkopf
Dr. Deborah Schelkopf
L. Dale & Linda Swedberg
Frank Willis
Dean Winterton
M. Nadine Zimmerman

Tom & Joan Fenstermaker
Ag in the Classroom Fund
E & A Adams Farm
Noel Arndt
Barry, Kris & Kelly Aves
Bayer Crop Science
Brian Bend
Don & Marcy Billington
Bud’s Popcorn, Maple Park
ComEd
Carole Cronin
Culver’s of Sycamore

Tom & Joan Fenstermaker
Ag in the Classroom Fund

continued
Frederick & Allison Daley
DeKalb County COUNTRY Financial
DeKalb County Lamb & Wool Producers
In Memory of Floyd & Marge Drendel
R. Ellen Engstrom
Jack & Marcia Goodrich
In Memory of David Gray
Mike & Becky Hardt
Susan Leslie
Roy & Joyce McConkey
Brian & Lori Moeller
Robert F. & Mary Lou Miller
Mullins Farms
Pamela Olson
Lyle & Marty Paul
In Memory of Budd & Mary Phelps
Pipestone Bethany
Dr. Deborah Schelkopf
Doug & Kathy Stice
Gerald & Joan Stoffregen
Waterman Lions Club
Frank Willis
In Memory of David & Nancy Wirsing

Scholarship Fund

In Memory of Floyd & Marge Drendel
Bob & Ann Gilmore
Pitstick & Associates, Ltd.
Elsie Sanford
Robert & Jo Ann Skabo

DeKalb County SWCD Fund

Barry & Kris Aves
Carole Cronin
In Memory of Floyd & Marge Drendel
Daniel & Karen Hamingson
Norm & Barb Larson
Jim & Lois Latimer
Janet Miller
Jim & Judy Myers
Frank Willis

DeKalb Ag Scholarship Fund
In Memory of John Buckley
CHS Elburn
DeKalb Ag Alumni Association
Deanna Glass
James C. Green
Gail P. Johnson
Gary & Bonnie Koerner
Ann L. Koski
Mark & Renee Lawson
Louis & Martha Lostroh Family
Bruce & Kathy Maunder
David C. Mezger
Larry Nolan
Douglas & Lynn Roberts
Family Foundation
Dan & Kate Rozzen
Floyd & Janice Schroeder
Scott & Kathryn Schroeder
Mark Tuttle

Joe Barshinger Memorial
Scholarship Fund
Babson Farms
Sharlyn & Jeff Larson

Orville Olson
Ag Scholarship Fund
Linda Lowery
Bill & Kay Morgan

Memorial Fund

Allan Aves Memorial
Glennie Barshinger Memorial
Joe Barshinger Memorial
Kevin Engstrom Memorial
Donald P. Johnson Memorial
Pat Johnson Memorial
Garnet Jordal Memorial
Gary Kolkhorst Memorial
James Leonard Smith Memorial
James “Jim” Montgomery Memorial
Edward Ollman Memorial
Shirley Valentine Memorial
Charles L. “Chuck” Weeden Memorial

Please give to the Foundation
and add your name to our list of
donors! www.PlantALegacy.org
August 2020 CONNECTIONS
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Growing Knowledge of Agriculture in the Classroom
Teaching:
School: St. Mary, DeKalb

Mrs. Sue Pelikan

Grade: 5th
Number of years teaching: 22 years
Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy connection: I have taken the Farm Bureau’s Summer Ag
Institute several times, and I am the Ag Ambassador for my school. I was the first
Dairy Princess in DeKalb County, when I was Sue Harms.

Personal:

What is your favorite unit to teach? I love to teach pumpkin science. During the unit we
use literature from the Farm Bureau as well as the popular ag magazines. We observe and
measure pumpkins. We gut them and count the seeds. We check for buoyancy. Student
groups share findings and averages sizes and seed counts. They hypothesize and test.
The activity lasts a week and encompasses all subjects of the curriculum. At the end, they
make a jack-o-lantern.

Family: I grew up with seven siblings. I
have two sons, two daughters, and am
widowed. I have four grandchildren, and
one on the way!

Why is it important for students to learn about food and farming? I believe it is important
for students to know where their food comes from, and that it requires a lot of hard work. I
believe farmers should be respected and honored for the life-giving work that they do. I am
partial to farmers as I grew up on a dairy farm, and I did a lot of work outside on the farm
from baling hay in the summer to feeding calves when the temperature was below zero.
Farmers have a formidable job in feeding the world.
Share one memorable teaching story. Over the course of my years teaching, I have
received books with messages from students about how or why they enjoyed the year. One
of my favorites was, “I like Mrs. Pelikan because she talks loud, writes big, and she’s fair.”
Some other students thought I was awesome because I like football. They all eventually
know that I’m an avid Steelers fan.

Hometown: Kirkland

College/Degree(s): Bachelor’s Degree in
Elementary Education from NIU; Emphasis
in Spanish
What did you want to be when you grew
up? I wanted to be a teacher for a very
long time. I was in Future Teachers of
America all four years of high school.

Favorites:
Quote: “You’re burning my daylight!”
Hobby: I love reading, bike riding, and
doing puzzles.
Book: “There’s a Boy in the Girls’
Bathroom” by Louis Sachar
Music: Neil Diamond
Sports teams: Steelers and Cubs
TV show: “Golden Girls”
Travel destination: I want to see a redwood
forest someday. ■
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AG lITERACY

pandemic

planning

No matter what school looks like this fall
(in-person, remote, or some combination
of the two), there’s no doubt it will rely on
online resources more than ever.
Teachers and parents, mix up your students’
learning experiences with these engaging
options!

eLearning from National
Agriculture in the Classroom

If you’re not already familiar with the
National Agriculture in the Classroom website,
www.agclassroom.org, now is the time to give
it a look! Go to the Teacher Center and select
eLearning for a selection of lessons adapted
specifically for remote teaching and learning.
Elsewhere on the site, the Curriculum
Matrix is a huge searchable collection of
food-and-farm-related lessons across all
subject areas and grade levels. You’ll find
the lessons to be easy-to-understand and
clearly laid out, with extensive background
information and links to all needed
documents, videos, and interactive online
components like quizzes and slide shows.

Purple Plow

Brought to you by the American
Farm Bureau Foundation and Corteva
Agriscience, the Purple Plow Challenge
site, https://www.purpleplow.org/,
“encourages students to research scenarios
and build prototypes to solve problems
related to related to food, hunger and
sustainability.” The site features STEM
challenges in which 5th-12th grade
students may compete. In the fall 2020
challenge, Waste Not, Want Not, students
will learn about various types of waste
products and develop a solution that finds
a creative way of transforming it into a
useful product.
The site also features several Purple
Plow Puzzlers—shorter STEM challenges
which lend themselves nicely to at-home
learning if needed. ■
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SEEN IT
Driving through the countryside
you may see some unique
agriculture related structures or
perhaps something else in a local
setting that catches your eye.
Farm Bureau will capture images
of DeKalb County and ask
members to identify the photo
such as the one pictured.
Tell us what this is and where
it is. Send your response to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.
org and include your name and
address. Or call us at the Farm
Bureau office at 815-756-6361.
Correct answers will be entered
into a drawing to win a $20 gift
card.
In the next issue we will reveal
the answer and some interesting
trivia about this photograph. ■

Photo courtesy of Bob Myers
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Calf born bearing a ‘mask’ in middle of pandemic
The Peterson family raised their fair
share of cattle for nearly 40 years.
Chuck and Donna Peterson’s sons,
Ron and Ken, started the Black
Angus – Simmental herd in 1973
during their time in the Kishwaukee
Valley 4-H Club in DeKalb.
But they’ve never seen anything
like the markings of one of their
spring calves, born on their farm
near Kingston in the middle of the
coronavirus pandemic.
“She was born April 24, 2020.
It was a very surprising little calf
because of the markings on her nose,”
Donna said. “It’s got the mask on,
which is what we’re doing today
because of coronavirus.”
The black calf bears no markings
other than a white band across its
nose that, given the environment
amid the pandemic, appears to be a
facemask.
Of course, facemasks along
with regular hand washing and
social distancing are three key
recommendations for people to

employ to slow the spread of the
virus.
“When we first saw the calf born,
due to the times of 2020 with the
pandemic, we were going to name
her Corona,” Ken said. “Then we saw
the marking, and with people wearing
facemasks, we thought we ought to
name her Mask.”
“This is a first. We’ve never had a

marking quite like that on the farm,” he
said. “It’s just a coincidence being 2020
with the pandemic.
The Petersons, who also grow corn and
soybeans and wheat, say they have no
special plans for Mask.
But it might have to work on its social
distancing skills as it frolics around the
farm with other members of the herd. ■
Source: FarmWeek

largest winged ear at Waterman corn facility
You will find the largest DEKALB winged ear sign in DeKalb County located in
Waterman. This illuminated DEKALB winged ear sign is located at the Bayer Crop Science
seed corn facility on East Adams Street. The sign is 30 feet long, 15 feet tall and is filled
with LED lights.
The seed corn building it is mounted on is actually a grid of rectangle bins that store
bulk seed waiting to be cleaned and packaged. There are two of these buildings on site
and combined, they can store 750,000 bushels of corn. Most of the seed corn stored at this
facility is grown in Rock Falls, Illinois.
The Waterman seed facility has changed over the years with upgrades in the facilities and
improvements in technology and mechanization. But its roots run deep with the original
DeKalb County Agricultural Association which began in 1917 in our county.
DeKalb Ag began selling DEKALB hybrid seed corn in 1934. The winged ear logo was
SEEN IT Somewhere, July 2020
created with wings on an ear of corn to indicate the corn was a mortgage lifter for farmers.
The DeKalb Ag company went through numerous changes, mergers and acquisitions, eventually being owned by Monsanto
and then Bayer Crop Science in 2018.
The Bayer Waterman facilities consist of the production site and seed technology center in town and on Minnegan Road is
the research site. The research site was the first corn breeding station for DeKalb Ag. Some of the first seed corn hybrids were
developed at this site and new hybrids continue to be developed there. DEKALB seed corn is sold worldwide.
The winner of the “SEEN IT Somewhere” July contest is Wayne King of DeKalb. ■
August 2020 CONNECTIONS
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Waterman’s Tractor Parade was the village’s
biggest event of the summer. It was part of
the modified Summerfest, due to Covid.
The parade brought mostly vintage tractors
to town – 67 tractors of all makes and models
– and smiles to people who lined the streets.
The July 18 parade was co-sponsored
by the Waterman Lions Club and DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Foundation for
Agriculture. Proceeds from parade entries
went to Farm Bureau’s Ag in the Classroom
program and charitable causes of the Lions
Club.
Parade watchers could vote for their
favorite tractor by texting. The top vote
getters were: first place Bill Novicky,
Sandwich, 1941 John Deere Model H; second
place Terry Thompson, Ottawa, 1973 IH 966;
and third place Lyle Peterson, Streator, 1957
Minneapolis Moline 445.
A tractor drive was held in conjunction
with the parade with tractors driving through
the countryside from Rollo Park to Waterman
and back. ■
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Photo courtesy of Bob Myers

COUNTRY
Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Meet Nic Riddel, new representative
Nic Riddel is a new COUNTRY Financial representative
with the DeKalb-Kendall-Ogle Agency. He began working
for COUNTRY Financial in May of 2020.
Nic was born in Minnesota and grew up in Indianapolis,
IN before moving to Sycamore, IL and attending high
school there. After high school, he briefly attended UWPlatteville to play soccer and then moved west to Arizona
where he lived for 13 years.
While in Arizona, Nic enjoyed a career in the golf
industry, working for Troon Golf based out of Scottsdale,
AZ. He eventually went on to become an assistant head pro
at Talking Stick Golf Club and was involved in teaching
golf to adults and kids of all ages.
In the past six years, Nic made some major life changes,
leaving his career in golf and moving back to Sycamore in
2014. Upon moving back, he began working in the banking
industry for both NB&T in Sycamore and Central Bank in
Rochelle, eventually becoming a mortgage/loan processor.
In his free time, Nic enjoys spending time with friends
and family as well as playing the occasional round of golf.
He has a sister that still lives in Arizona and although
separated by distance, he enjoys every chance he gets to
visit her and her three kids. He is also looking to get more
involved in the local community and supporting local
businesses, especially in these trying times.

Upon arriving with COUNTRY Financial, he
quickly realized how unique this profession is and the
ability he has to make a difference in people’s lives.
Nic can provide customers with a wide variety of
insurance products and services. He is located in the
COUNTRY Financial office at 437 W. State Street,
Sycamore with the assistance of agency assistant,
Kelly Kish and agency manager, Phil Hasz. His office
phone number is 815-756-8026. ■

www.countryﬁnancial.com
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Comet Crossing
By Gilbert Sebenste

Local meteorologist Gilbert Sebenste wanted to capture the currently visible comet, named Neowise, that can only be seen every 6,800 years.
Gilbert loved the scenic combination of farmstead, comet, and railroad crossing in rural Leland. Neowise won’t be visible much longer, but this
photo will last as a permanent reminder of its beauty.

Capture the Country Photo Contest
• Photo contest is open to local, amateur photographers.
• Take photographs within DeKalb County of anything
that represents country life.

Enter our 2020 Photo Contest for a chance to be published in
CONNECTIONS magazine.
• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org with a
brief description of the photo’s location and the city you are from.
• Each month a winning photo will be chosen and published in
CONNECTIONS magazine. ■
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CLEAR30, USDA program to offer 30-year signup
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) opened
signup this summer for CLEAR30, a new pilot program that offers farmers and
landowners an opportunity to enroll in a 30-year Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) contract.
This pilot is available to farmers and landowners with expiring water-quality
practice CRP contracts in the Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay regions. The
program signup period is now to Aug. 21, 2020.
Illinois has been selected to participate in this pilot program. Eligible producers
must have expiring Clean Lakes, Estuaries and Rivers (CLEAR) initiative
contracts, including continuous CRP Cropland contracts with water-quality
practices or marginal pasturelands CRP contracts devoted to riparian buffers,
wildlife habitat buffers or wetland buffers.
The longer contracts will help ensure that practices remain
in place for 30 years, which will help reduce sediment and
nutrient runoff and help prevent algal blooms. Traditional CRP
contracts run from 10 to 15 years.
Annual rental payment for landowners who enroll in CLEAR30 will be equal to
the current Continuous CRP annual payment rate plus an inflationary adjustment
of 27.5 percent, since CLEAR30 contracts will be for 30 years – much longer than
the 10 to 15-year contracts for Continuous CRP offers.
Another unique program feature is that FSA will help producers maintain
CLEAR30 contract acreage. ■
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FSA reminds producers
of disaster assistance
program signup
The U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) has started making payments
through the Wildfire and Hurricane
Indemnity Program – Plus (WHIP+)
to agricultural producers who suffered
eligible losses because of excess
moisture in 2019.
Signup is currently open, and
producers who suffered losses from
excess moisture can still apply for
assistance through WHIP+.
To be eligible for WHIP+, producers
must have suffered losses of certain
crops, trees, bushes or vines in counties
with a Presidential Emergency Disaster
Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster
Designation (primary counties only)
for qualifying natural disaster events
that occurred in calendar year 2019. ►

News provided by offices in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture

FSA reminds producers of ongoing disaster assistance program signup, continued
In addition, FSA will implement
a WHIP+ provision for crop quality
loss that resulted in price deductions
or penalties when marketing crops

damaged by eligible disaster events.
To ensure an effective program for
all impacted farmers, the Agency is
currently gathering information on

the extent of quality
loss from producers
and stakeholder
organizations. ■

Do not plant seeds of unknown origins
Mystery packages with unidentified seeds have shown up in mailboxes across
the U.S. over the past week. University of Illinois Extension horticulture experts
urge people to never plant unidentified seeds.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture is investigating the situation and
collecting seeds packets to test their contents. The packages, which appear to be
from China, have not yet been reported in Illinois, but officials in 27 states are
urging residents to report any suspicious packets of seeds.
Illinois Extension horticulture experts advise it is not a good practice to plant
seeds from unknown origins or of an unknown species.
“One of the major risks would be the introduction of a potential invasive plant
species,” says Illinois Extension Forester Chris Evans. “Those seeds could also
harbor pests or diseases that could impact native species, agricultural crops, or
desirable ornamentals.”
If you receive unsolicited and unidentified packages of seeds, the Illinois
Department of Agriculture recommends you do no open the package or throw
it out. Contact the department by emailing agr.seeds@Illinois.gov with your

name, phone number and the number
of packages received and wait for
further instruction.
You can also contact the Illinois plant
regulatory official or the Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service
Illinois plant health director.
Initial reports from the USDA
suggests these seeds might be part
of a “brushing scam” where online
sellers send unsolicited items and
then post false customer reviews to
boost sales. ■

SWCD accepting
STAR ﬁeld forms
The DeKalb County Soil & Water
Conservation District (SWCD)is now
accepting 2020 STAR field forms.
The STAR program is a
free tool for farmers
to evaluate their
infield practices in
relation to goals
of soil health
and sustainable
agriculture.
Field forms can be found at
www.swcdekalbil.org or www.
starfreetool.com. If you have
questions, please contact the SWCD
office at 815-756-3234, ext. 3. ■
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Wheat grower ﬁnds unique use for ﬁeld
Gene Larson, a DeKalb County Farm
Bureau member from Shabbona,
has grown wheat his entire 46-year
farming career.
But this year marked a first for the
northern Illinois farmer as he found a
unique use for one of his fields.
“A bread company was looking for
a wheat field to film a commercial,
and they needed wind turbines in the
background,” Larson said. “They had
a field in Colorado picked out, but
because of the COVID-19 pandemic,
they didn’t want to travel.
“So, they looked for one here in
DeKalb County and happened to
come up with this field (just down a
lane from Larson’s home farm).”

The Shabbona farmer inked a
deal to rent his wheat field to
Brownberry Premium Breads
for a commercial.
A film crew arrived July 10 and
spent the entire day on Larson’s
farm. The crew waited for a “golden”
opportunity for the production, just as
the crop was at peak ripeness.
“They filmed the commercial here.
It will be interesting to see,” he said.
“They brought two RVs for makeup,
the actors and a camera crew, and
there were probably two dozen cars.
We had quite a day of it (from about
8 a.m. to 10 p.m.).”
Larson, who farms with his wife,
Mary, and son, Dan, waited until last
week to harvest the field, though, as
weather delayed fieldwork in recent
weeks.
“We started (harvest) 10 days ago
and got one semi-load, at 13.9, so we
waited. Had I known we’d get all this
weather, we would’ve kept going,” he
said. “I feel every time you get a rain
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Gene Larson stands in one of his wheat fields near Shabbona. Larson had a unique
opportunity this season to rent the field for a day to a bread company for the filming
of a commercial.

after it ripens, you lose test weight.
Every time these storms roll through,
you just hold your breath.”
The Larsons are in the midst of a
transition this season as Dan takes
over for Gene, who also served on the
Farm Service Agency committee and
as local road commissioner for years.
“We’re in a transition period as I’m
turning over the farm to my son,”
Larson said. “I wasn’t sure I was
ready for retirement, but with what
the situation is with the markets, the
pandemic and the weather, it’s been
easier than I thought.”

Dan previously worked off
the farm as a heavy equipment
mechanic.
“He (Dan) said, ‘I love farming
and really want to farm.’ So, he quit
his job and started farming with
me,” Larson said. “This is probably
the best time to start. See it at the
bottom and build up from there.”
After encountering more planting
delays this season, Larson feels his
corn and soybean crops look good
but won’t break any yield records
this season. ■
Source: FarmWeek

Fill your tank this summer. Be ready for winter.
At Conserv FS, we offer flexible programs and attractive pricing plans to
fit every budget! That is why we want to make sure you take advantage
of our Summer Fill program. Fill your tank when demand is less and
prices are typically lower.
Contact your local FS Propane Specialist Today!

Conserv FS DeKalb Service Center
20048 Webster Rd
DeKalb, IL 60115
(815) 756-2739

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178

