
D E K A L B  C O U N T Y  F A R M  B U R E A U ®

Sept./Oct. 2020
www.CultivateConnections.org

Teaching Ag 
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CONSERVFS.COM

YES, WE HAVE A REWARDS 
PROGRAM. IT’S CALLED “HARVEST.”
At Conserv FS, we’re member owned. That means we spend our time  
helping our members—not marketing gimmicks. It’s why the brands we offer, 
including FS InVISION and FS HiSOY continue to outperform the competition.  
Make no mistake: other agriculture companies will keep trying to buy your loyalty. 
But here at Conserv FS we prefer to earn it. 

Contact your local crop specialist today!

Malta Scott Kurz 815-761-8350
Waterman Andy VanLanduyt 815-786-5576
Waterman 
Marengo 

Justin Wassmann
Pat Roach 

815-739-8224

815-739-9162
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Connecting to You
Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

On the cover:  Ally Rebich, FFA member, and Lauren Frances, 
ag teacher, at Naperville North High School

The Right to Vote
The November General Election is just around the 

corner and like many of you I cannot wait until it is over. 
But with that said, I am proud to live in a country where 
we have the right to choose.  

For me, Election Day has always been my right and 
obligation. It is my chance to go to the voting booth 
and support the ideals I have developed over the years. 
But that doesn’t come without self-education of various 
referenda and candidates. And like many voters, I rely 
on trusted sources to provide background needed to 
make an informed decision.

One of those sources for me is the Farm Bureau. 
Why? Because Farm Bureau’s Political Committee, 
ACTIVATOR, bases its support on voting records and 
policy positions of public offi  cials in accordance with 
Farm Bureau policy set by our farmer members. 

It is grassroots policy development at its best!  
In addition, the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Political 

Committee’s Voters Guide (mailed mid-October) will be 

a source of information on all candidates in contested races 
and ballot initiatives.  

The Voters Guide will also share Farm Bureau’s 
statewide opposition to the Progressive Income Tax 
Amendment proposal. Please refer to stories in this issue of 
CONNECTIONS and the October Voters Guide for more 
information.  

And remember, voting is your right. But educating yourself 
on the candidates and issues is your obligation. Please take 
time to VOTE! ■

F e a t u r e s
 5 Vote “NO” on Illinois Progressive Tax
  Oppose a change to the proposed income tax hike

 6 Grain elevators prepare for 2020 harvest
  See how elevators are gearing up for fall deliveries

 8  Around the Farm
  Learn how a farm family multitasks for school & harvest

 12 Ask a FARM FAMILY
  Find out how farmers juggle hogs/harvest season

 16 Give a Gift of Grain at harvest
  Consider donating grain to the FB Foundation

 18 Teaching Ag in the Burbs
  Meet Lauren Frances, ag teacher in Naperville

 22 Ag teachers adapt to times
  See how local educators adjust their teaching methods
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Follow us!
 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty
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Ag Literacy
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Find the corn kernel and win!
Let’s see if you can fi nd the corn kernel 

(resembling the one here) in this month’s 
issue of our magazine and be eligible to 
win a prize. Hint: not on page 9 or 16.

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-756-
6361, by Oct. 16 for your chance to win. 

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact 
description of the location of the kernel 
on that page. You will also need to 
include your name, address and phone 
number in the email.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the corn kernel 
contest was Archer Martin of Sycamore. 
The corn kernel was hidden on page 35 
in the STAR infographic of the August 
CONNECTIONS. ■

Calendar
NOVEMBER
Nov. 3 
VOTE! General Election
Polls open 6 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Nov. 3
Farm Bureau Offi ce closed
for General Election 

Nov. 26-27
Thanksgiving Holiday
Farm Bureau Offi ce closed

We miss seeing you 
Farm Bureau Members!
We hope you are staying healthy 
and safe during the coronavirus 
pandemic. The Farm Bureau offi ce 
is open Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m. with some restrictions. The 
offi ce is closed over the noon 
hour. Please call if you need to 
meet with staff, 815-756-6361.

Infl uential Teachers
If you had a favorite teacher in high school you 

probably remember him/her. My favorite was my 
ag teacher, Mr. Dunn.

Why was he my favorite? Was it because he 
“liked me” and his ag class was “easy?” Nope. 
Just the opposite. 

He didn’t make things easy for me…from the 
very beginning. He didn’t want girls in his all 
farm boy ag classes and FFA. But times were 

changing and he eventually gave in (I think I wore him down!) and allowed females 
into his classroom and club.

So my junior year I took my fi rst ag class. I joined FFA. And I loved it! 
Mr. Dunn changed his attitude about me once he saw I had potential and realized 

I fi t right in, just as well as my older brothers. He was tough, but encouraging, as 
he inspired me to do things beyond my comfort level, like public speaking and 
participating in leadership events. 

In those two short years Mr. Dunn became more than just an ag teacher, he 
became my mentor. He urged me to continue my interest in agriculture by studying 
ag communications at the U of I. After college, he asked me to present workshops to 
help students with their communications skills at FFA leadership training sessions. 

All these years later I still think about what an impact Mr. Dunn had on my life. 
When he turned 80 I called him. Then when I heard he was in ill-health I sent him 
an email. It was my chance to tell him how much he meant to me. A few months 
later, his wife told me at his visitation how touched he was to hear from me again. 

In this issue we feature ag teachers and the good work they are doing. Take time 
to thank your ag teacher, even if it’s been a few years. ■
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By the
 NUMBERS

With over 34,000 students 
studying agriculture in Illinois, ag 
teachers are in high demand. 

In 2020 there were 66 job openings 
for ag teachers within the state, but 
only 22 ag education graduates to 
fill them. 

This year there are 356 ag 
education programs throughout 
Illinois with 452 educators.

DeKalb County has 7 ag programs 
taught by 11 invaluable teachers. ■

Source: Facilitating Coordination in 
Agricultural Education(FCAE) 

Awe-Inspiring 
Ag Educators
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Four state legislators serving 
DeKalb County residents earned top 
rankings with Illinois Farm Bureau 
as part of the Friend of Agriculture 
designation. 

Illinois Farm Bureau recently 
released the voting records of state 
legislators for 2019-2020 sessions. The 
ratings are based on how legislators 
voted on certain bills in accordance 
with Farm Bureau’s position on those 
bills. 

In the House of Representatives, 
Rep. Jeff  Keicher, 70th House District, 
earned at 91.3% rank. Keicher, 
R-Sycamore, agreed with Farm 
Bureau in opposing a progressive 
income tax and supporting a property 
rights bill, among other bills.

Rep. Tom Demmer, 90th House 
District, also earned a 91.3% rank 
with Farm Bureau. Demmer, R-Dixon, 
sided with Farm Bureau in opposing 
reducing the validity of a FOID card 
from 10 to 5 years and supporting 
an agricultural education teacher 
internship program as well as siding 
with Farm Bureau on other legislative 
bills.

Sen. Dave Severson, 35th State 
Senate District, received a 100% 
ranking with Illinois Farm Bureau. 
Severson, R-Rockford, sided with 
Farm Bureau on all bills which 
were identifi ed by Farm Bureau for 
Friends of Agriculture. One example 

Legislators deemed Friend of Agriculture
Legislators representing DeKalb County had exceptional voting records.

was being in agreement with Farm 
Bureau in opposing the requirement 
for registration of certain farm wagon 
and tank trailers having a fertilizer 
spreader attachment. 

Sen. Brian Stewart, 45th Senate 
District, earned a 90.9% rank. Stewart, 
R-Freeport, agreed with Farm Bureau 

Rep. Jeff Keicher
91.3%

Sen. Dave Syverson
100%

Rep. Tom Demmer
91.3%

Sen. Brian Stewart
90.9%

LEGISLATIVE

pertaining to modifying “local farm or 
food products” based on food grown 
in Illinois and supported the use of a 
skilled workforce and prevailing wage 
at any ethanol plant. 

Illinois Farm Bureau compiles 
the voting records of legislators and 
these are used by the ACTIVATOR 
Committee to determine Friends of 
Agriculture. To receive this honor a 
legislator must have at least a 60% 
voting record with Farm Bureau and 
be selected by the ACTIVATOR 
Committee. 

Federal legislators representing 
DeKalb County also earned the Friend 
of Agriculture award: U.S. Rep. Adam 
Kinzinger, District 16, R – Channahon; 
and U.S. Rep. Lauren Underwood, 
Distict 14, D – Naperville. ■

For the fi rst time, Rep. Jeff Keicher received the Friend of Agriculture Award from Illinois 
Farm Bureau since he was elected in 2018. Shown with Rep. Keicher are Mark Tuttle, 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau president, and Mike Schweitzer, ACTIVATOR trustee.
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LEGISLATIVE

There’s an important question on 
the General Election ballot that you 
shouldn’t ignore. The outcome may 
impact how you pay Illinois income 
tax. 

The question asks voters if they 
support a change in the Illinois 
constitution. A “NO” vote opposes 
a change to the constitutional 
amendment and would maintain the 
state’s income tax fl at rate. A “YES” 
vote would support a legislative 
change to a graduated income tax.

Illinois Farm Bureau urges 
members to vote no for the proposed 
tax hike. 

Currently, Illinois’ non-graduated 
or fl at income tax of 4.95% fairly 
applies the same tax rate to everyone 
in the state. 

What does IFB Policy say about  
the Progressive Income Tax?

Under a Progressive Tax:
•  Tax rate on the highest earners 

initially increases to 7.99%, an 
increase in taxes of 60% from  
the current level.

•  Lawmakers can more easily  
raise tax rates by targeting a  
new, limited group of people  
each legislative session.  

The State’s Current Flat Tax:
•  Sets one tax rate that applies fairly 

to all taxpayers. By design, the flat 
rate already requires the wealthy  
to pay more in taxes.

•  Holds ALL lawmakers accountable 
when raising taxes because the flat 
tax affects ALL taxpayers.

•  Provides tax rate stability  
and predictability. 

The Constitutional Amendment question on the ballot:

ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT & DEFEAT  
THE PROGRESSIVE TAX

Let’s Not Make Illinois’ 
Already Bad Situation Worse:
•  Illinois has highest sales tax 

rate in the Midwest.

•  Illinois has highest wireless 
tax in the nation. 

•  Illinois had the 2nd highest 
property tax in the nation

A YES vote supports repealing the 
state’s constitutional requirement 
that the state personal income tax 

be a flat rate and instead allow 
the state to enact legislation for a 

graduated income tax.

A NO vote opposes this constitutional 
amendment, thus continuing to 
require that the state personal 

income tax be a flat rate and prohibit 
a graduated income tax.

Stop by Hancock County Farm Bureau  
office to pick up a “Vote NO Progressive 

Tax” yard sign.

  For the proposed amendment
 of Section 3 of Article IX
  of the Illinois Constitution. 

YES

NO

IFB POLICY 
SUPPORTS 

“A moderate flat rate  
state income tax”

IFB POLICY  
OPPOSES

“The creation of 
a progressive or 

graduated state income 
tax rate structure”

NOV 3RD VOTE NO

Compare that to the proposed 
progressive tax. The progressive 
tax structure divides Illinoisans into 
categories based on their level of 
income and as income levels get 
progressively higher so do the tax 
rates. Under the progressive income 
tax structure, the tax rates start at 
4.75% and go all the way up to 
7.99%.

If enacted, the progressive tax 
would shift the taxing burden on 
the highest earners in the state, but 
raising taxes on the highest earners 
will not fi x our state’s fi nancial 
problems and in the long run 
may only lead to higher taxes for 
everyone. 

Since the 1970s, Illinois 
Constitution has ensured that all 

Illinoisans 
“equally” pay 
the same income 
tax rate. This 
means if the tax 
rate increases 
for one person 
it increases for 
all – this is fair. 
But under a 

progressive income tax, lawmakers 
can pick and choose whose taxes they 
raise. 

Illinois Farm Bureau policy states 
clear support for a fl at tax. This 
policy, which has been vetted by 
members, believes the fl at tax is a fair 
way to tax the citizens of Illinois. 

Farm Bureau urges members to 
vote no on the proposed constitutional 
amendment on Nov. 3. ■

Vote “NO” on Illinois Progressive Tax
November election calls for constitutional amendment question.

Yard signs are popping up around the 
county urging voters to oppose the 
progressive tax. If you would like a yard 
sign contact the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau, while supplies last.

Constitutional Amendment question on the ballot:

A YES vote supports changing from a fl at rate to 
a graduated income tax. A NO vote opposes the 
amendment and keeps the fl at rate income tax. 

For the proposed amendment of Section 
3 of Article IX of the Illinois Constitution.

YES
NO

Paid for by NO Progressive Tax - Illinois Farm Bureau
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Grain elevators prepare for 2020 harvest
Local grain companies have 
COVID restrictions in place 
to keep employees safe so 
facilities run smoothly for fall 
grain deliveries.

Commercial grain elevators 
are ready for this year’s 
harvest with modifi ed health 
and safety practices in place 
due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

“Our biggest changes were 
made in the spring and will 
be adapted for fall grain 
deliveries,” said Jennifer 
Down, Employee Relations 
Manager for FS Grain. Some 
of those changes include 
signs posted on the offi  ce 
doors promoting social distancing and 
requiring truckers entering the offi  ce 
to wear masks. 

This seems to be the standard 
practice at most grain elevators. The 
majority of commercial facilities are 
safeguarding their staff  by reducing 

contact with their farm customers.
FS grain in Sycamore has a plexi-

glass barrier at the offi  ce counter and 
uses remote printers for generating 
weight scale tickets. Outside workers 
open and close hopper gates on 
semi-trucks to unload grain while 
drivers stay in the truck. “It’s our 
way of keeping distance and yet still 
providing services,” Down said.

Farmers will be hauling in grain 
to local elevators during the harvest 
season in October and November, 
weather permitting.  

“I’m really concerned about our 
employees who work here seven 
days a week during the busy harvest 
season,” said Kent Hamm, General 
Manager for DeLong’s Waterman 
and Troxel facilities. “Should an 
employee or their family come down 
with the coronavirus it will require a 
quarantine for them and for our staff .”

“Our goal is to keep our staff  
healthy and not skip a beat with 
grain deliveries to our elevator,” said 
Hamm. 

Some of their safety measures at 
their grain facilities include passing 

scale tickets through the window and 
limiting offi  ce access with farmers 
and truckers. 

“Most farmers know the system 
since we’ve been doing it since 
March. Seasonal customers may 
not,” said Hamm. 

Another safeguard in place 
with DeLong customers is having 
grain delivery information at their 
fi ngertips via a new app. The app 
allows farmers to access information 
such as weight of grain, grades, 
grain moisture and test weight. The 
app also provides grain contract 
information and loads allocated to 
storage. 

While most local grain facilities 
have adjusted to COVID restrictions, 
methods vary between locations.  

“Each facility is diff erent,” 
explains Gerry Baker, Grain 
Department Manager of CHS Grain 
with local facilities in Elburn, 
Steward and Malta. “Many of the 
offi  ce staff  are working from home 
in order to minimize the number 
of people in the offi  ces, which will 
continue into fall.” ►

Grain elevators, like DeLong, have made 
modifi cations for fall including having 
truckers get their scale tickets through 
outside windows in order to limit offi ce 
access.
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The standards in place for 
employees at grain facilities are 
using masks and hand sanitizer 
while practicing social distancing. 

“For grain deliveries, some 
locations have ticket blowers or 
hand grabbers to hand tickets to 
drivers (to avoid contact). We are 
also mailing grain tickets,” said 
Baker. 

Pre-harvest, CHS plans to send 
letters to farmers with new crop 
rates and to share COVID policies. 
“We are also communicating with 
farmers via emails, posting on bid 
pages, our website and Facebook,” 
Baker explained. 

“Our goal is to keep our staff 
healthy and not skip a beat with 
grain deliveries to our elevator.” 
Kent Hamm, General Manager at DeLong

“For grain deliveries, some 
locations have ticket blowers 
or hand grabbers to hand 
tickets to drivers (to avoid 
contact). We are also mailing 
grain tickets.” 

Gerry Baker, Grain Department 
Manager at CHS

“Our biggest changes were 
made in the spring (masks, 
hand sanitizer, social 
distancing) and will be adapted 
for fall grain deliveries.” 

Jennifer Down, Employee 
Relations Manager for FS Grain

Illinois River closing 
impacts grain deliveries 

Besides adapting to 
COVID-19, commercial 
elevators have had to make 
grain delivery adjustments 
based on the closure of the 
Illinois River. Portions of 
the Illinois River closed this 
summer for much needed 
lock and dam repairs. 

“The closing of the Illinois 
River has impacted the grain 
business,” said Gerry Baker 
with CHS. “It’s caused 
challenges for fall having to 
make alternative plans for 
shipping.” 

Before the river closed, 
grain elevators shipped 
some of their stored grain by 
truck to the Illinois River, 
which then was transported 
by barge for exports. Now 
elevators will be shipping 
grain in containers by truck 
and railroad and to processing 
markets.

“My group of elevators 
sell grain into container 
markets, ethanol markets, 
Chicago corn processing 
markets and some to the river 
market,” said Kent Hamm, 
with DeLong. “We normally 
export a large majority of our 
grain by shipping container.” 

The Illinois River is 
expected to be closed through 
November, during grain 
harvest. Anticipating a big 
crop, elevators are geared 
up to store grain from local 
farms. 

“This fall we are prepared 
to pile grain in bunkers,” said 
Baker. “We normally pile 
grain but with the river shut 
down we anticipate more 
piles than normal.” ■
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One Day At A Time
Raise your hand if you love constant change, living on the edge and a 

wild sense of chaos. 
Anyone?
Well, congratulations then! 2020 is the year for you!
But if you’re like me (raising hand here) and crave routine, stability 

and a sense of normalcy, I think it’s safe to say this year has its share of 
challenges.

Here in Indian Creek School District, we spent the summer watching as 
staff  and teachers modifi ed the school procedures, classroom layouts and 
overall plans for back to school.

We added not only crayons and glue to our (online) shopping carts, but 
also child-sized masks with unicorns and dinosaurs.

As the big day approached, we had choices to make about what school 
would look like for our kiddos. And trust me, I’m grateful that we even 
had a choice.

New terminology like “remote learning” and “hybrid model” became 
part of our daily conversation and are standard speak among my group of 
parent friends. 

As I write this, my “little” kids in 
kindergarten and fi rst grade have the 
opportunity to go into their classrooms 
every day. 

Our high schooler is going to school 
using a “hybrid” model. She goes to 
school for two days and learns from 
home for two days. Two on, two off . 

This is in an eff ort to keep the number 
of students who are physically at the 

school in compliance with the state guidelines.
How’s that for a senior year?
After heading back to school in August, we emptied Eleanor’s folder 

from her backpack at the end of the week. On her fi rst writing assignment 
as a 1st grader, she wrote that she was “scared” going back to school.

Not because of the virus, but because she didn’t know anyone.
This left us completely baffl  ed. Of course she knew people. She was at 

that very school last year.
But after some careful consideration of this year’s circumstances, we 

realized she didn’t have familiar faces to recognize. The familiar faces of 
last year weren’t there because they were covered.

I bet you’ve encountered this, too.
Have you run into someone at the grocery store and not known who 

they were? It happens to me all the time. 
Heck, my own sister shopped at my farmers market booth and it took 

me fi ve minutes to realize it was her. In addition to her mask, she was 

the

If we’re looking for a bright 
spot here, I guess that 
means more family quality 
time in the combine, 
along with some serious 
multitasking for parents.

Deanne Frieders is a farm woman from 
rural Waterman who raises four kids and a 
dog, constantly cooks, blogs, and helps her 
husband with the family grain farm.

also wearing a baseball cap and sunglasses. I 
didn’t stand a chance at recognizing the girl I 
grew up with. Sidenote: I think she’s secretly 
training to be a spy.

The same applied to our fi rst grader when 
seeing the same teachers and staff . By day 
two, she was glad to have “met” so many 
people at school!

As we head into harvest, which will no 
doubt be an early one this year, it’s going to 
require some modifi cation, too. 

I think at some point this fall, we’ll be 
juggling harvesting corn and soybeans right 
along with facilitating learning at home. 

If we’re looking for a bright spot here, I 
guess that means more family quality time 
in the combine, along with some serious 
multitasking for parents.

Hauling grain to the elevator will be 
diff erent, though we already saw changes to 
that over the summer. 

By the time this article reaches your hands, 
things will have changed yet again. I’d be 
willing to bet on it.

So for now, we’re staying the course. 
Tackling things one day at a time. And when 
something changes, we will undoubtedly 
think, “Plot twist!” ■
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What is THAT? SEMI-TRUCKS & GRAIN TRAILERS

During the harvest season you will 
see many semi-trucks and trailers 
on the road hauling grain to nearby 
elevators or farms.

A semi-truck refers to the actual 
truck, which has an engine along with 
a cab. Sometimes it’s also called a 
semi-tractor. A semi-truck engine has 
350 to 600 horsepower.

A semi-trailer is hauled by the 
semi-truck. It has wheels but no front 
axle and no engine, so it cannot move 
on its own. The average size of a 
trailer is 48 feet. When attached to the 

truck, together, they form a tractor-trailer unit also referred to as 
a big rig or an 18-wheeler, based on the number of wheels on the 
unit as a whole.

There are a couple of different types of semi-trailers used 
for hauling grain. Locally, you may see trailers with hopper 
bottoms or dump gates. The hopper bottom trailer, the most 
popular, allows grain to flow out underneath the bottom 
of the truck through a hopper gate. Most trailers have two 
hopper compartments. The dump trailer hydraulically lifts up and 
dumps the grain out through the back gate. 

Semi-truck and trailer – The semi-trailer is pulled by the semi-truck. Together, they form a tractor-trailer unit also referred to as a big 
rig or 18-wheeler, based on the number of wheels. This grain trailer has two hoppers for unloading grain. ■

Semi-truck – Farmers and truckers haul grain with semi-trucks or sometimes called 
semi-tractors. This is the front of the truck with the cab. This semi-truck also has a 
sleeper berth for overnight trucking. 

Hopper bottom – Underneath the trailer 
is the hopper bottom where grain is 
released from the semi-truck into a grain 
pit for storage.  Most trailers have two 
hoppers and gates which open and close.
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“Whackers and hackers are those 
whose pruning philosophy is to 
cut quickly, easily and get out.”  

Jeff McManus
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Janice M. Weber, University of Illinois Extension, DeKalb County Master Gardener

Pruning Tips for Healthier Shrubs
Most of us take an interest in pruning when we become fi rst-time home 

owners. In my case I thought it was my duty to maintain the shrubs like 
the previous owner. After all, cones, boxes and meat-ball spheres were the 
landscaping shapes we saw down the street. On Saturdays you heard the buzz 
of those electric shears.

I soon found out that pruning is not about time-saving power tools, but 
about why, when and how you prune. Without some basic knowledge you’ll 
never see fl owers on your lilacs, and some of your bushes might be a thin 
veneer of green leaves over stubby brown twigs.

The fundamentals of pruning shrubs
1. Timing 

Winter, during dormancy, is a good time to reshape the non-fl owering 
shrubs or those that fl ower in the summer or fall, because they bloom on new 
growth. Spring fl owering shrubs, on the other hand, should not be pruned 
until after they bloom or you’ll remove their spring buds.  They bloom on old 
wood. 
2. Tools

Bypass handpruners make a clean cut and will take care of stems up to 1/2 
inch in diameter. Lopping shears work best on ½ to 1 inch diameter stems.  
Anything much larger than about an inch needs a pruning saw. Hedge shears 
can give a formal hedge a haircut, or trim off  soft growth where hand-pruning 
would take a long time. Make sure the base of a hedge is wider than the top.

3. How much to cut
This depends upon what you want to achieve. There are three basic 

methods:
Rejuvenation pruning renews a plant all at once. You do this on multi-

stemmed shrubs by cutting them down to within 4-6 inches. This stimulates 
new growth to come up from the roots. I do this to keep ‘Anthony Waterer’ 
Spirea from growing tall and loose. 

Renewal pruning cuts out the oldest stems at ground level. New growth 
will come up when sunlight and air penetrate the interior of the shrub. Don’t 
remove more than one third of the stems each year to avoid stressing the 
plant. The oldest stems are usually the tallest, so this method shortens the 
shrub. This works on larger shrubs like lilac, viburnum and ‘Bridal Wreath’ 
spirea, after the fl owers fade.

Heading-back pruning cuts a branch back to an outward facing bud. It is 
used to control the size and shape of a bush and opens up the plant to sun and 
air. Leave at least a quarter of an inch between the cut and a new bud. The 
longer you wait to prune, the more growing points you will have to cut back.

Got a Gardening Question?
Submit your questions to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org. or call the University 
of Illinois Extension Horticulture Help Desk 
at 815-758-8194. The Desk is open for 
questions now to mid-October from 9 a.m. 
– Noon.

Some annual pruning is always 
in order once a shrub reaches its 
mature size, but try to preserve the 
natural shape of the plant. Shrubs 
with a mounding habit are easiest to 
maintain if the plant fi ts its location. 

When a branch gets long, reach in 
and cut from deep inside. This will 
keep its more natural look. 

Cane growers, like forsythia and 
kerria come up from the ground.  If 
you head them back they will no 
longer fountain out. Cut the oldest 
canes back to the ground, but remove 
no more than one third a year. 
Boxwoods can be pruned any time 
before late summer. 

Any time is right to prune out dead 
wood. It’s important for the health of 
the shrub because it helps to manage 
insects and diseases.

If you do some thoughtful pruning 
on a regular basis your place will 
always look loved. ■
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The Hartmanns – Ashley and Dan – raise pigs and 
grow corn and soybeans on their family farm. They 
reside in Sycamore with their children Layla and 
Oliver. Dan is a 4th generation farmer.

Q: How do you handle caring for hogs and 
harvesting at the same time?

A: Harvesting our crops in the fall is certainly a busy time 
for us but before we head to the fi elds we feed and 
care for the animals.

Harvest preparation is imperative on any farming operation, 
but it looks slightly diff erent when managing livestock and 
crops simultaneously. In addition to getting the equipment ready, 
we also spend time preparing the hog buildings for a reduced 
workload. 

Our entire operation, both hogs and grain, needs to be 
“ready” for harvest.

In the late summer and early fall, we are preparing many types 
of equipment for harvest such as: combine, grain cart, tractors, 
tillage tools, semis, and grain dying and storage facilities. 
Machinery needs to be greased, oil changed, tires maintained, 
along with double-checking and replacing of worn parts, and 
software updates. Additionally, the planning and purchasing for 
the next year’s crop has already begun.  

Harvesting the grain crops is certainly a huge time 
commitment but animal welfare cannot be neglected during 
this busy time. 

We use the summer months to complete larger barn 
maintenance projects or upgrades as well as empty manure 
pits. Extra time is spent pre-ordering feed ingredients and 
medications so that it doesn’t need to be tended to while the 
focus is on keeping the combine running. 

Most of the year, we haul our animals to market using our own 
semi and livestock trailer; however, during harvest this semi 
and driver is dedicated to hauling grain from the fi eld so we hire 
outside trucking for market animals.

Between our family members and full-time employees, 
we can handle most responsibilities that come with the fall 
season. 

Some farms, including ours, need to hire 
additional labor, or seasonal labor, to help with 
driving equipment such as grain trucks and tillage 
tools. Our farm is fortunate to have an employee 
dedicated to the care of the hogs all year round – he 
is busier in the fall with less help from everyone 
else!

Before we head out to the fi elds to start up the 
combine in the mornings, we make sure the animals 
are taken care of and the employee dedicated to the 
swine production is set up for success. 

For example, if we have a load of hogs being 
shipped, everyone pitches in to load the truck in the 
morning before starting to harvest. Or if a serious 
complication occurred in the buildings such as a 
broken water line, it must be fi xed before everyone 
can go to the fi eld. This may mean one person or 
several people staying back to rectify the situation. 

Animal welfare must come fi rst. The animals 
NEED food and water, the grain can wait a few 
hours and time can be made up in the fi elds in the 
evenings if needed. ■

Dan & Ashley Hartmann
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1. Raw Food Pasteurization – 
Safe never tasted so fresh.

Raw foods such as eggs, shellfish, fruits, vegetables 
and meats contain pathogens that can make us sick. 
Traditional pasteurization and irradiation techniques 
kill the pathogens – but can kill taste and texture in the 
process. 

Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University is 
using an award from the National Science Foundation to test what promises 
to be a transformative microwave-assisted pasteurization process designed to 
make raw foods safe to eat – without changing their taste or texture.

2. Robotic Cow Milkers –
Reduce food waste.

At most dairy farms, cows get milked two to 
three times a day. At dairy farms with robotic 
milking systems, cows can be milked as often 
as they choose, which reduces pressure on their 
udders and creates less stress. With robotic 
milking systems, the vacuum and pulse are 
automatically adjusted for the individual cow 
every time she’s milked.

3. Precision Farming – 
Make food, farmland safer.

Food safety is a top priority for U.S. farmers, and 
they’re using technology to ensure that a bounty of 
safe, tasty products will keep you coming back for 
more. That’s why precision is the operative word in 
fertilizer and pesticide application today. 

Farms are increasingly using formulations 
designed specifically for the seeds being planted 
and the fields where they’re going to grow. 
Intelligent sprayers allow chemicals to be applied 
only on targeted areas.

FARM & FOOD
5 Ag Technologies that pay off for consumers

Farmers and food makers are plugging into smarter technology that makes 
food healthier, safer and more delicious.

No matter what kind of food you love to eat, there are many technologies to 
help farmers and food producers keep you well-fed. Here are five technological 
advances that might be making a difference at your next Sunday night dinner.

4. Just-In-Time-Harvesting –
Robots saving more than labor.

In the past, harvesting was a one-
and-done event. Today, robotic 
harvesters use infrared sensors to 
bypass green tomatoes, for example, 
and select only the red, ripe fruit. With 
conventional harvesting techniques, 
farmers often lost 30-40-% of their 
crop by harvesting some vegetables 
too soon or others too late.

5. Genome-Edited Crops – 
Not your grandparents’ GMOs.

Genetically Modified Organisms 
(GMOs) have already been proven to 
be safe. Now the technology to create 
them has been dramatically improved 
with the introduction of better editing 
tools. 

Elo Life Systems, a subsidiary of 
Precision BioSciences, offers a next-
generation genome editing platform 
called ARCUS that offers greater 
precision than ever before. The 
company is currently working with 
Cargill on developing food crops with 
nutritionally improved characteristics, 
starting with canola, sweeteners and 
plant-based proteins. ■

Source: U.S. Farmers & Ranchers  
in Action, used with permission
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FARM COUNTRY

It appears the lasting and dramatic 
impact of the coronavirus pandemic 
could push average incomes on farms 
into negative territory this year.

That’s based on recent estimates 
generated from Illinois Farm 
Business Farm Management (FBFM) 
records published at farmdoc Daily.

The farmdoc team at the University 
of Illinois adjusted its 2020 income 
projection for an average central 
Illinois crop farm recently from 
$44,330 prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic to a current negative 
projection on many farms.

“We’re looking at very low grain 
farm income in Illinois for 2020,” 
said Gary Schnitkey, U of I soybean 
industry chair in agricultural strategy.

“It was going to be a very tight year 
for 2020 with lower prices overall 
but, after COVID and the lower 
returns we’ve seen, we’re projecting 
minus-$25,000 farm income, down 
considerably (from the previous 
estimate),” he said.

“It was going to be a very tight 
year for 2020 with lower 
prices overall but, after COVID 
and the lower returns we’ve 
seen, we’re projecting minus
-$25,000 farm income.” 

Gary Schnitkey, University of Illinois

COVID impact pushes farm incomes lower

The projections include payments 
farmers already received through 
the Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program but does not include other 
forms of assistance such as the 
Paycheck Protection Program or 
Economic Injury Disaster Loan 
programs.

The negative farm income 
projection also doesn’t include the 
possibility of additional federal aid 
being discussed by Congress and 
USDA.

What’s the key driver of the 
dramatic reversal in fortunes? 
Commodity prices plunged 
dramatically so far during the 
pandemic as many U.S. citizens 
continue to face some form of stay-
at-home order.

 “Demand is not good,” Schnitkey 
said. “Ethanol use will be down (for 
the year). It’s looking like it will 
be a pretty long tail on (reduced) 
driving.”

Meanwhile, China recently made 
some big purchases of U.S. crops 
but continues to struggle with a 
slumping economy and lingering 
impacts of African swine fever on its 
swine herd.

“We’re going to come out of 
2020 with a large inventory of 
corn and lower demand going into 
2021,” Schnitkey said. “If we get 

above trend yields, we could see the 
(average price) of corn of $3.20 come 
down, with expectations we could see 
below $3 corn this fall.”

If the recent farm income 
projections are realized, it would 
continue a downward trend, with 
overall incomes much lower than the 
2013 peak. Farm income on central 
Illinois grain farms averaged $78,000 
from 2014-19, down about $100,000 
compared to 2006-13.

And incomes in 2018-19 would’ve 
been much worse without Market 
Facilitation Program payments, which 
accounted for 13% of revenue in 
2018 and 10% in 2019.

“Looking ahead, the recent 
increases in coronavirus outbreaks 
suggest this environment may not 
improve soon and could result in very 
low incomes in 2021,” the farmdoc 
team added. ■   Source: FarmWeek

Ag takes more hits
The coronavirus has hit 

agriculture hard in 2020 with 
China trade wars, rock bottom 
grain prices, record low ethanol 
prices, and a crippling meat 
market. 

The University of Illinois 
Department of Agricultural and 
Consumer Economics predicts 
farmers in northern Illinois will 
see considerable losses on corn 
and soybeans. 

On average, farmers are 
expected to lose about $30 
an acre on corn in 2020 and 
$75 per acre in 2021. And 
that includes proceeds from 
government aid. ■
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FARM COUNTRY

Young Leaders discuss ag topics 
Local Young Leaders competed in the District 1 Discussion Meet in August. 
Contestants discussed international ag trade, market stability, rural population, 
and sustainable agriculture. Participants included: (From left) Carolyn Gehrke, 
Kane County; Katie Arndt, DeKalb County; Christian Thurwanger, DeKalb County; 
and Sarah Lenkaitis, Kane County. Carolyn and Christian advanced to the state 
competition in December. Christian noted that, “It’s important to discuss aspects 
of our industry with other young people in agriculture.” ■

Illinois Harvest Permits (IHP) 
will be available again this year. 
Obtaining an IHP allows trucks 
hauling agricultural commodities to 
exceed their gross, axle and registered 
weights by up to 10%.

To obtain the permit, commodity 
haulers must apply to each road 
jurisdiction on whose routes they 
plan to travel. For state routes, 
the permit is only available online 
from the Illinois Department of 
Transportation’s (IDOT) website: 
https://webapps.dot.illinois.gov/
ITAP/.

A “route authorization” is required 
to be carried along with the state 
permit. This authorization prescribes 
the route of travel and ensures there 
are no weight limit postings along 
that route. The route authorization 
is obtained on the ITAP website and 
must be updated at least every 14 
days. The permit, route authorization, 
and form OPER 993 must be carried 
in the truck either on paper or 
electronically.

The IHP from IDOT only allows 
travel on state routes. It does not 
cover travel on interstates or local 
routes. Local jurisdictions may 
issue a harvest permit for their road 
systems but are not required to. They 
also have the option to waive the 
requirement to carry a permit and 

designate (in writing) that they 
allow the overweight loads to be 
carried on their systems.

None of these permits allow a 
vehicle to exceed a road weight 
posting. All road and bridge 
postings still apply. ■   

                      Source: FarmWeek

Illinois harvest permits available for fall

Crop update
Compared to last year, 2020 

is a much better crop year in 
terms of expected average 
yields. What was diff erent this 
year was the signifi cant number 
of acres which were replanted 
in the spring in DeKalb County.  

The weather, a big factor 
for growing corn and soybean 
crops, has been fair with the 
hottest summer on record and 
adequate rainfall, even though 
August was a relatively dry 
month. 

Farmers are preparing for a 
good crop this fall. ■
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Hauling grain to the 
elevator? Consider 
giving a gift of grain.

A gift of grain is another 
option of charitable giving. 
The value of the grain can 
be used to support much 
needed charitable causes in 
our local community.

Farmers may donate corn 
or soybeans by delivering 
grain to a commercial 
elevator and designate 
it to the Gift of Grain 
account. Grain donations 
may be directed to either 
the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Foundation for 
Agriculture or the DeKalb County Community Foundation. 

These two local Foundations are collaborating to promote 
philanthropy among the agriculture community. Farmers and 
landowners may earmark grain donations for specifi c initiatives. 
Some include: agriculture awareness, education, community 

development, literacy, 
local charities, natural 
resources, nonprofi t 
support, scholarships 
and other programs.

By giving a gift of 
grain (instead of cash) farmers can realize a tax savings by not having to 
declare the amount of grain gifted as income for their farm. The grain gift 
would result in a savings of self-employment tax, federal and state income 
tax, and at the same time 100% would go to charity.

Area elevators have the Gift of Grain information to help farmers with the 
grain donation. Once the grain has been donated, the elevator will sell it at 
the spot closing price on the day of the delivery for the Gift of Grain account 
which has been established at the Community Foundation. The Community 
Foundation will receive the monetary donation and disburse funds to the 
intended charitable group. 

For more information about the Gift of Grain contact: Mariam Wassmann, 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture, 815-756-6361, or 
Dan Templin, DeKalb County Community Foundation, 815-748-5383. ■

FOUNDATION

Give a Gift of Grain during harvest
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A glimpse of local history

The fi rst manufacturing 
company in the county was 
the Sandwich Manufacturing 
Company, located in Sandwich. 
Founded in 1856 under the name 
of Augustus Adams and Sons, it 
was later incorporated in 1867 
as the Sandwich Manufacturing 
Company.  

The company made farm 
implements such as corn shellers, 
grain elevators, rakes and presses, lawn mowers, and gas engines. Though it was a 
smaller company, the Sandwich line of equipment was known all over the world.  

Throughout the 1870s and 1880s, shipments of product went to the countries of 
Russia, Egypt, and Australia, to mention a few. The company also obtained many 
patents for agricultural innovations.  

By 1882, the company had an annual business income of $1 million. As the 
company grew, they began to incorporate other company’s engines.  

Jacob Haish’s Chanticleer engine was the most well-known of these lines 
that the Sandwich Manufacturing Co. marketed. The trademark rooster was 
Haish’s most famous and recognizable. Haish made engines for the Sandwich 
Manufacturing Co. from 1909 until about 1912. Afterwards, the Sandwich 
Manufacturing Co. made their own “Tulip” top engine in the factory in Sandwich.  

Sandwich Manufacturing 
Company First in County

During World War I, William 
Eckhardt, the DeKalb County 
Farm Adviser, who also served 
as corn administrator for the 
State Council of Defense, 
placed an order with the 
Sandwich Manufacturing 
Company for a corn sheller 
to help in the war eff ort. This 
became a marketing tool 
in 1918 for the company. 
Advertisements highlighted the 
sheller as being “selected to 
help win the war.”

In 1930 the company changed 
ownership when it was acquired 
by the New Idea Spreader 
Company located in Coldwater, 
Ohio and the manufacture of 
Sandwich Engines was stopped.  
The New Idea Company 
developed their own engine and 
corn pickers that were built in 
Sandwich. 

After a century of 
manufacturing, the Sandwich 
factory closed in 1955 and the 
warehouse closed in 1981. ■

                                     Sue Breese

This is a sketch of the Sandwich Manufacturing buildings, circa 1871.

The Haish Chanticleer engine was the most well-known engine that the Sandwich 
Manufacturing Company marketed.
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Local girl closes the gap between urban & rural. 
Lauren Frances wasn’t raised on a farm yet agriculture was all around her 

growing up outside of Waterman. She naturally learned about corn and cows 
from her rural community and in ag classes.

But the urban students she teaches at Naperville North High School haven’t 
been exposed to rural America like Lauren has been. 

“What is so simple to us is new to them,” said the agri-science teacher and 
FFA advisor. “They don’t know what fi eld corn is but know sweet corn and 
popcorn. And, they don’t know the diff erence between a beef cow and a dairy 
cow.” 

In an FFA fi eld trip to her home county of DeKalb, Lauren watched as her 
students for the fi rst time saw fi elds of corn and farms. “They were amazed,” 
she said, as they exited the I-88 interstate and entered farm country. The 

Naperville-based students had oodles 
of questions about the unfamiliar 
rural landscape.

It’s moments like these for Lauren 
that motivate her to teach ag in the 
suburbs. She’s in her third year of 
teaching urban students at Naperville 
North, a suburb of Chicago. ►

Above: Ally Rebich (left) and Emily Lesko 
(right) study horticulture under the instruction 
of ag teacher Lauren Frances in the 
greenhouse at Naperville North High School.
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She was inspired to be 
an ag teacher at ICHS

When Lauren Frances was a 
freshman at Indian Creek High 
School she took the Introduction 
to Agriculture class based on her 
aff ection for animals and interest in 
animal science. “I fell in love with 
every aspect of agriculture!” she 
exclaimed.

“I loved animal science, welding, 
horticulture and everything else. It was 
then that I decided I wanted to teach 
ag – teaching a variety of classes and 
kids.”

Lauren credits her ag teachers 
(Kathy Novotny, Corrine Wengelewski 
and Julie Herrmann) as her true 
inspirations for pursuing this career 
path. “I saw how passionate they were 
about ag and FFA. I was lucky to be 
exposed to their diff erent teaching 
styles and levels of expertise.”

At Indian Creek, Lauren was active 
in FFA, serving as president her senior 
year, and earning her Illinois State FFA 
Degree. 

During her high school years she 
helped young students learn about 
agriculture as part of the FFA’s after- 
school program. As a junior, she took 
charge – preparing lesson plans and 
activities as well as recruiting students 
to help with the program. In four 
years she interfaced with over 350 
elementary students.  

While in high school Lauren became 
familiar with Farm Bureau’s Ag 
Literacy program, using ag kits for the 
after-school program and also visiting 
schools and making presentations for 
Ag in the Classroom. 

Her teaching career started at Naperville
Having earned an agricultural education degree from the University of 

Wisconsin-Platteville, Lauren was fi rst hired to teach ag at Naperville Central 
High School in January 2018. She was one of two agri-science teachers there, 
for her it was on a part-time basis.

Lauren wanted more out of her teaching experience so in the fall of 2018 she 
accepted the full-time ag teaching positon at Naperville North High School. 

Lauren imparts she has the support of the administration for both ag classes 
and FFA. “They understand not every kid will go to college. Hands-on learning 
is an opportunity ag classes provide.”

She teaches veterinary science, small animal science, plant science, 
greenhouse crop production, fl oral design, and food science classes. On average 
she has about 125 students in these classes each semester.

While she likes all of her ag classes, her favorites are veterinary science and 
food science. “These classes impact students the most,” Lauren said. “Students 
learn where their food comes from in these classes.” 

Her biggest challenge is teaching urban students “who really don’t have the 
background” compared to rural kids she’s been around. “The students here start 
with these ag classes not knowing and its rewarding helping them to learn.” 

Lauren has her work cut out for her. “What’s important for me is closing the 
gap between rural America and the suburbs,” she remarks.

The Naperville North teacher has been up for this challenge for the last three 
years. The 24-year-old has worked hard at building the ag program at the school 
located a couple blocks from downtown Naperville. 

“I appreciate that it is so diff erent for them, learning about agriculture. It’s all 
new to them. But it’s exciting as I’m exposing them to so much and so many 
careers, too,” explained Lauren. ►

“What is so simple to us 
is new to them. They don’t 
know what fi eld corn is 
but know sweet corn and 
popcorn. And, they don’t 
know the difference between 
a beef cow and a dairy cow.”

In veterinary science class, Lauren Frances helps students like Ally Rebich learn how to 
take a dog’s pulse and check vitals. 
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Lauren Frances has built the FFA 
program from the ground up. FFA 
was dropped several years ago at 
Naperville North and was brought 
back in 2018. She started with 15 club 
members and has grown their FFA to 
45 members. 

Her students have participated 
in various FFA contests and 
have attended state and national 
conventions. “FFA has been a huge 
help to them in exploring ag careers. 
The national convention is also 
an incredible opportunity for kids 
to see how many FFA members 
there are nationwide and to get an 
understanding of how big the ag 
industry is, which they don’t see in the 
suburbs,” she said

The ag teacher is proud of her 
students’ accomplishments in the 
classroom and through FFA. Her 
students placed in the top 10 in the 
FFA sponsored veterinary science 
CDE (Career Development Event). 

Her only disruption now is 
COVID-19 and its limitations with 
in-person teaching and FFA leadership 
events. She teaches classes remotely 
and FFA events have been virtual.

Once school is back to “normal” Lauren hopes to continue to “grow” the ag 
program at Naperville North. 

“It takes a village to grow – to learn about agriculture, farming and rural 
America. But it’s necessary because it’s the backbone of our society,” she 
stated.

Lauren summarizes her teaching experience: “It’s very rewarding teaching in 
the suburbs. I love ag ed. And I’ve never faltered from my dream of being an ag 
teacher!” ►

continued

Teaching Ag 
in the Burbs

The FFA program has grown tremendously in the last three years since Lauren Frances has been the FFA advisor. She is shown here 
with some of Naperville North’s FFA members.

Floral design is a popular class at Naperville North. Teacher Lauren Frances gives design 
tips to student Emily Lesko.
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About Lauren Frances
• There are 3 teachers in the 

family – her mother, Jenny, 
teaches Family & Consumer 
Sciences at West Aurora; 
her sister, Deanna, teaches 
elementary music at 
Kaneland; and Lauren 
teaches ag at Naperville 
North High School.

• Her parents are Farm 
Bureau members Jim & 
Jenny Frances of rural 
Waterman. She has three 
sisters – Deanna, Rachel 
and Ava.

• She loves to fi sh, camp and 
golf.

• Her Grandpa Chuck George 
is a Shabbona grain farmer.

• In high school she was 
an Ag in the Classroom 
presenter and Ag Literacy 
volunteer for DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau. 

• Her dog, Tucker, is a regular 
in her classroom. ■
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Ag teachers adapt to times
We asked local ag teachers/FFA advisors how they are adapting to remote,  

hybrid and limited in-school teaching at their schools. Here’s what they told us.

DeKalb 
Sarah Peterson & Dayna Anderson
Method of Teaching: Remote

Q: How do you run your greenhouse and ag shop without students 
being at school?

A: For our ag mechanics courses we are 
utilizing online simulators to give students 
a virtual “hands-on” opportunity to learn.  
We will also be doing demonstrations from 
the shop during our virtual meets with 
students. In our Horticulture, Greenhouse 
Management, and Plant Science courses 
students picked up supply kits from the 
school. These included seeds, soil, and pots 
that students will utilize to conduct plant 
growth experiments at home this semester, 
much like they would have done in the 
greenhouse. The greenhouse will probably 
not be utilized for bigger crops this year, 
but will still maintain our stock plants and 
aquaculture systems. 

Sarah Peterson

Dayna Anderson

Genoa-Kingston
Toni Gabriel
Method of Teaching: Hybrid with about 
30% of the school online

Q: How will your students participate in 
FFA leadership experiences?

A: Our students are adjusting to 
a virtual fall being offered by the 
Illinois Association FFA, and a 
virtual National FFA convention. We 
anticipate we will attend all of these 
remotely, and will be able to attend 
more than we have in the past, such 
as attending the SIU chapter officer 
leadership training (COLT) training. ►

Toni Gabriel
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Hinckley-Big Rock
Tracey Sanderson
Method of Teaching: Hybrid

Q: How does your orchard/greenhouse 
operate with limited student access?

A: The orchard/greenhouse space is a 
perfect location for this unique time. 
It’s a preferred area for instruction 
since we can be outside and social 
distance. With several events being 
canceled, it’s been an ideal time to 
focus on our community and school 
needs/goals.
The Hinckley-Big Rock FFA 

Alumni started our building project 
this summer. The building is a wood 
framed steel clad, 50x80 structure. 
The interior will be fully finished, 
with areas designated for classroom 
activities, point of sale location, shop 
area, and storage. 
The new agriculture building 

will provide additional learning 
opportunities and space for students. 
This building will provide the 
hands-on experience from production 
to the end consumer. Students will 
have many different roles to fill, which 
will offer them the opportunity to try 
many different aspects of agriculture, 
while providing a service to the 
community. ►

Indian Creek
Julie Vlosak
Method of Teaching: Hybrid

Q: How will you adapt 
to a virtual National FFA 
Convention and other FFA 
events?

A: Indian Creek is 
adapting to the virtual 
events as best as we can! 
We will still be hosting 
practices for our teams as 
often as possible to regain 
some form of normalcy 
for our students. Every 
year, the students at IC 
look forward to the new opportunities in FFA, therefore we will attend as 
many virtual or in-person events as possible throughout the school year. 
The virtual National Convention was expected but a great disappointment 
to our students, especially the current seniors. We are hoping to still make 
it fun by hosting watch parties at ICHS during the week of the National 
Convention.

Julie Vlosak

Tracey Sanderson

Hiawatha
Josh Dodge
Method of Teaching: In-school with option 
to be remote

Q: What changes have you made to teach 
ag classes for some students at school while 
others learn remotely?

A: One of the changes that I have made 
to reach both in-class and remote learners 
is the use of Google Meet. While I teach 
the in-class students, I have a Google 
Chromebook with live video stream so the 
remote learners can see me. Another feature that I am using to keep the 
remote learners on track with the in-class students is the use of Google 
Classroom. This allows all students to see and access the course materials 
and assignments. It is a very nice tool to have. This has also lead to a great 
reduction in paper use. New technology always takes some getting used 
to, but it really makes things much easier and keeps everything organized. 
The biggest challenge so far has been finding alternative assignments for 
projects that we typically complete in the shop or in the greenhouse.

Josh Dodge



Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich
Jenny Wold & Jessica Bochniak

Method of Teaching: Remote

Q: How are you remotely teaching agriculture and harvesting 
your pumpkin patch?

A: We are ready for the challenge of remote teaching 
and will provide as many opportunities for authentic 
learning as possible through inquiry based activities, 
virtual discussions, and supervised agricultural experience 
projects.

While we are currently remote for classes, we are able to 
have students participate in FFA events in-person as long 
as all COVID protocols are followed. We are excited to be 
able to engage with our members in this way. One of the 
first opportunities for seeing members will be for pumpkin 
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Jenny Wold

Jessica Bochniak

Ag teachers adapt to times, continued

Sycamore
Kara Poynter, Christian Thurwanger &  
Courtney Wiedenmann

Method of Teaching: Remote

Q: What are you doing remotely to teach hands-on labs like 
welding and horticulture? 

A: We spent two days prepping labs to send home to our 
students in Hands on Skills, Ag Mechanics, Welding and 
Horticulture. These materials will help them simulate 
labs while at home using the materials provided to them 
before school started. With FFA still being able to meet 
within IDPH and Sycamore HS guidelines, we plan to 
hold an FFA open shop for students to build skills related 
to a future career in areas such as welding, horticulture 
and other related fields. We plan to continue to send lab 
materials home until we can meet back in person. ■

Courtney Wiedenmann, Christian Thurwanger & Kara Poynter

Education Resources You AGtually Want!
Do you live or teach in DeKalb County or know someone 
who does? We’ve launched a Facebook group for area 
educators called Grow Young Minds. Keep up with 
the latest great food and farm-related resources, farm 
videos and virtual tours, and share your questions and 
ideas! Join the conversation at www.facebook.com/
groups/growyoungminds. ■

picking. Due to a limited market this year, we do not plan 
to harvest as many pumpkins, but we will have some 
available for sale at school and one to two community 
events.
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Small Bag, ‘Lotta Ag’
FARM Bags are coming!
Children can enjoy ag at their fi ngertips with these interactive supplies. 
Beginning in October, DeKalb County Farm Bureau will provide supplies to 
any group willing to assemble the FARM (Food & Agriculture Resources 
Monthly) Bags and distribute them to families. 

Here’s how it will work:
1. During each month of the school year, 

Farm Bureau will develop a thematic 
activity and related resources.

2. Groups such as FFA chapters, schools, 
(teachers) or public libraries fi ll out 
a request form detailing who will be 
assembling the bags, how they will be 
distributed, and the number of students 
they plan to reach.

3. Farm Bureau prepares supplies for 
pickup at the Center for Agriculture.

4. Requesting groups pick up their supplies 
and organize them into individual bags 
and distribute the bags.

AG LITERACY

Hinckley-Big Rock FFA assembles FARM Bags for local libraries 
An email from HBR FFA Advisor Tracey Sanderson ignited the FARM Bags idea. 

“I had been trying to fi gure out a new way to get ag literacy reading materials and 
hands-on supplies to kids,” says Ag Literacy Coordinator Rhodora Collins. With school 
districts conducting remote learning—either entirely or partially—the normal channel of 
getting materials to children via their teachers wouldn’t work. 

“Tracey wanted a way for her FFA members to give back to the community,” explains 
Collins. “She asked if we could choose activities and gather supplies so in turn FFA 
members could provide the time and labor to assemble and then deliver the bags to their 
local libraries. I realized this was a plan that could work on a wider scale.”

Hinckley-Big Rock FFA worked in partnership with Farm Bureau, Big Rock Public 
Library, and Hinckley Public Library to provide 75 apple-themed FARM Bags in 
September and will continue the project in the coming months. ■

FARM Bags will include:
• Information about the 

month’s theme in the 
form of an Ag Mag or 
fact sheet

• Instructions to conduct 
a hands-on activity

• Supplies needed for 
the activity

• Links to suggested 
videos for further 
learning

• Recommended reading 
ideas

For questions email: 
rcollins@dekalbfarmbureau.org.

Month FARM topic Request link Request deadline Supplies ready for pickup
October Pumpkins http://bit.ly/FARMbagOct20 October 2 October 16
November Field Corn http://bit.ly/FARMbagNov20 October 30 November 13
December Wheat http://bit.ly/FARMbagDec20 November 27 December 11 ■

FARM Bag supply requests are now being taken for the following:
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Teacher
 Feature

Growing Knowledge of Agriculture in the Classroom

Mrs. Connie Wood
Teaching:
School: Hiawatha Elementary School

Grade: K-8

Subjects: Reading Specialist

Number of years teaching: 29 years

Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy connection: I grew up on a grain and hog farm in Waterman. 
My parents and relatives were very active with Farm Bureau. I have participated in the 
Summer Ag Institute twice. I learned so much about current farming and was amazed by 
the technology used in agriculture.

What is your favorite unit to teach? My favorite topics to teach about are farm animals, 
bugs, and crops in Illinois. I use interactive Ag Mags to teach these units. 

What do you enjoy most about teaching? I love getting to know each student and their 
families. The excitement is contagious when they learn something new!

What is something unique that you do in your classroom? I work with small groups of 
students so they are often able to pick the topics they read about. I teach in a farming 
community, but few of the students live on a farm, so it’s fun to teach about a topic that’s 
right outside their window!

Why is it important for students to learn about food and farming? It’s important that 
students learn about food and farming so they know where their food comes from. 

Share one memorable teaching story. One day I was sharing a story with a group of fi rst 
graders about something that happened at home while I was getting ready for work. One of 
them asked me where I worked. It warmed my heart that they didn’t see what I do as work.

Personal:
Hometown: Kings

Family: I am married with two married 
children and three perfect grandsons.

College/Degree(s): Bachelor’s Degree 
in Special Education from NIU; Master’s 
Degree in Reading from NIU.

What did you want to be when you grew 
up? A farmer’s wife! (It didn’t happen.)

Favorites:
Quote: “If at fi rst you don’t succeed, try try, 
try again.” Thomas Palmer

Hobbies: Reading, walking/hiking, traveling

Book: “Small Great Things” by Jodi Picoult

Sports team: Hiawatha Hawks and any 
team my grandsons play on

Movie: “Mr. Holland’s Opus”

Travel destination: Any beach during the 
winter! ■
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Capture the Country Photo Contest
Enter our 2020 Photo Contest for a chance to be published in CONNECTIONS magazine.

• Photo contest is open to local, amateur photographers.
• Take photographs within DeKalb County of anything that represents country life. 
• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief description of the 

photo’s location and the city you are from.
• Each month a winning photo will be chosen and published in CONNECTIONS magazine. ■

All in a Day’s Work
By Shelley Lawson

Shelley Lawson, a teacher in DeKalb, says she’s, “drawn to rural and nature photography” and has 
enjoyed photography as a hobby for as long as she can remember. Shelley helps her partner, Greg 
Hopkins, farm in Malta. She snapped this photo of Greg as the sun set on a long day of harvesting.
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For additional information go to 
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org under 
“Local Agriculture” and click on 
“Farm Products.” Farm Bureau 
members who would like to be 
added to the directory listing may 
contact the Farm Bureau offi ce, 
815-756-6361, or complete the 
online form.

Fall into Fresh Farm Products
Apples, pumpkins, and mums, oh my! Check out this list of Farm Bureau members who are 
included in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Farm Products Directory and sell local products.

Honey Hill Orchard
Kathy Bock & Family
11783 Waterman Rd., Waterman
815-264-3337
www.honeyhillorchard.com

Apples, honey, raspberries, pumpkins, 
squash, Indian corn, apple cider, apple pies, 
cider donuts, caramel apples. Open daily 
9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. thru Oct. 31. Weekend 
wagon rides, farm petting zoo, children’s 
straw bale maze.

Johnson’s Pumpkin Stand 
& Corn Maze
Dean & Charlene Johnson
1502 West Motel Road, Sycamore
815-895-3752
JohnsonsPumpkinStand@gmail.com
www.johnsonspumpkinsandmaze.com

Pumpkins, gourds, squash, corn stalks, 
broom corn, ornamental corn, straw bales, 
and other fall decorations. Two corn mazes 
are open on weekends starting October 2. 
Open daily 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. thru Oct. 31.

Jonamac Orchard
Gerald, Mary Lynn, Kevin & Denice McArtor, 
Mike & Jenna Spychal
19412 Shabbona Rd., Malta
815-825-2158
www.jonamacorchard.com

Apples, pumpkins, apple cider, pies, cider 
donuts, caramel apples, apple wine, hard 
cider, honey, gourds & squash. Agritainment 
activities including wagon rides, apple train, 
apple cannon, pumpkin cannon, jumping 
pillow, animal barn petting zoo, corn maze, 
children’s play area, haunted maze, and 
more are available. Open daily 9 a.m. - 5:30 
p.m. thru Oct. 31. In November, open Weds. 
- Sun. thru Nov. 25.

The Pumpkin Place of Genoa 
Matt & Marina Krueger Family
16028 Melms Road
Marengo, IL 60135
847-942-1856 
mfkrueger@gmail.com

Pumpkins, gourds, squash, straw bales, 
stackers, cornstalks. Open daily 9 a.m. –  
8 p.m. thru Oct. 31.

Theis Farm
Barbara Pondelick
6N953 County Line Rd., Maple Park
815-757-1090
www.theisfarmmarket.com

Mini to giant pumpkins, corn stalks, Indian 
corn, straw bales, winter squash, fall decor 
& gourds galore. Open thru Oct. 31, Mon. - 
Sat. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sundays 10 a.m. - 
5 p.m.

Wackerlin Farm
Eric Wackerlin Family
Intersection of Rt. 23 & Rt. 30, Waterman
815-739-8794

Fall farm stand located at corner of Rt. 23 & 
Rt. 30, Waterman. Pumpkins, gourds, squash, 
mums, straw bales. Open Mon. - Sun. thru 
Oct. 31.

Wessels Family Farm
Rob Wessels
2023 Sycamore Rd., DeKalb
815-751-1780

Pumpkins, apples, gourds, mums, corn 
stalks, and straw bales thru Oct. 31. 
Christmas trees starting before Thanksgiving. 
Open daily 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Yaeger’s Farm Market & Greenhouse
Mark Yaeger
14643 State Rt. 38, DeKalb
815-756-6005
www.yaegersfarmmarket.com

Pumpkins, specialty pumpkins, gourds, fall 
squash, mums, corn stalks, broom corn, 
sorghum, strawbales, apples, caramel apples, 
glop, caramel apple cookies, homegrown 
gourmet popcorn, salsas, quesos, jams, fruit 
butters, pickled vegetables, maple syrup, bbq 
sauce, pie fi lings, salad dressings, mustards, 
ketcups, and local honey while supplies last. 
To be determined: hayrides, corn maze, and 
playland. Updates will be posted to Facebook.
Open Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sun. 11 
a.m. - 5 p.m. thru Oct. 31. ■
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Ingredients: 
2 cups cubed butternut 
squash (sweet potatoes 
can be prepared in the 
same manner and used as 
a substitute)
Olive oil to lightly drizzle 
over squash
1/3 cup chopped onion (in 
the fall the leeks are nice 
you could roast them with 
the squash)
11/2 cups cooked black 
beans or 1 can (15 ounce), 
drained and rinsed
Salt and pepper to taste
Sauce:
1 can 14.5 ounce diced tomatoes or 1 ½ cups fresh diced
1 garlic clove
1 chipotle pepper from canned chipotles in adobo sauce
2 teaspoons olive oil
Salt and pepper to taste as needed
6 to 7 large tortillas
2 cups grated cheese (cheddar, pepperjack or any favorite)
1 jalapeno sliced or pickled sliced jalapeno
Avocado slices
Lime slices

FAMILY HEALTH

Rachel Koroscik and Jo Cessna teach classes on 
healthy eating, healthy cooking and healthy lifestyles 
at the Leishman Center at Kishwaukee Hospital. 

Squash Season
Fall is a wonderful time for squash.  

Squash comes in many varieties: spaghetti squash, acorn squash, 
butternut squash and pumpkin. These varieties are referred to as winter 
squash because they are harvested in the fall and will keep well through 
the winter months. 

When selecting squash look for a hard, tough rind with stem attached. 
Pick a squash that is heavy for its size. Avoid squash that is punctured, 
cut or has sunken spots.

Store in a cool, dark, dry place with good ventilation. They will keep 
at least a month. Once cut, wrap pieces in plastic and refrigerate fi ve to 
seven days.

Winter squash is high in Vitamin A and C, calcium, potassium and 
folate.

Our cooking classes are both virtual and in-person. 
Visit this link for more information. See you in class or virtually!

Kish-calendar.nm.org, 815-748-8962.

Butternut Squash and Black Bean Enchiladas
Adapted from “Love and Lemons” Jeanine Donofrio

Instructions: 
1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Line a baking 

sheet with parchment paper.
2. Spread the squash cubes on the sheet and 

lightly drizzle oil over and a pinch of sea 
salt and black pepper.

3. Roast until golden brown 20 to 25 minutes.  
4. In large bowl toss together squash, onions, 

beans.
5. Put the sauce in a food processor or blender, 

puree the sauce ingredients until smooth.  
Taste and adjust; if tomatoes are acidic add 
a few drops of maple syrup to neutralize.

6. Oil a 9 x 13 pan. Spread 2 tablespoons 
sauce on the bottom of the dish.  

7. Assemble the tortillas with about ½ cup 
of the fi lling, a tablespoon of sauce and 
sprinkle of cheese. Roll and place seam side 
down in the baking dish.

8. Pour remaining sauce over the enchiladas 
and sprinkle with remaining cheese and the 
jalapeno slices.

9. Bake covered for 20 minutes or until cheese 
is bubbly.

10. Serve with fresh cilantro, avocado slices 
and lime slices. ■

Jo’s cooking tip: To peel squash easily place 
in a 400 degree oven and bake about 8 to 10 
minutes. It will look shiny. The squash will 
peel eff ortlessly.
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Conserv FS is proud to welcome 
a new General Manager to the 
company! 

Former GM John Tuttle had his last 
day with the company on Aug. 31. 
Dave Swigart took over the position 
starting Sept. 14. 

Raised on a 700-acre grain and 
livestock farm in Farmer City, IL, 
Dave was an active member of 
the local 4-H and FFA chapters. 
He enjoyed breeding and showing 
Hereford cattle as a youth and even 
served as president of the Illinois Jr. 
Hereford Association. 

Dave attended the University 
of Illinois upon graduating high 
school, pursuing a bachelor’s degree 
in agriculture economics with a 
concentration in farm management. 

Dave Swigart, Conserv FS General Manager

Dave Swigart named new Conserv FS manager
While at the U of I, he was a member 
of both the Meats Judging and the 
Livestock Judging teams. 

He spent the fi rst three years of 
his career as an Assistant County 
Supervisor with the Farmers Home 
Administration (USDA). From there, 
he has spent the last 23 years in 
various roles within the FS system, 
including; Loan Offi  cer for FS 
Credit, Area Manager for the FS 
Agri-Finance program, Agri-Finance 
Marketing Manager/Credit Manager 
for Ag-Land FS and Mason County 
Service Co., and Energy, Retail, and 
Ag Finance Manager for Sunrise FS. 

Additionally, he spent six years 
with CNH Capital in Racine, WI as 
their National Credit Manager for the 
Ag Input fi nancing program, and then 
as General Manager – Ag Financial 
Solutions.

Dave and his wife, Gayle are the 
proud parents of three children; Justin 
(Asbury, IA), Emily and son-in-law 
Parker (Ashland, WI), and Austin 
who is fi nishing the last year of his 
Doctor of Physical Therapy degree 
at the University of Wisconsin, 

“I’m very excited about serving 
as General Manager for 
Conserv FS and for the future 
of the cooperative as well 
as the general agriculture 
community throughout the 
trade territory.”  Dave Swigart

La Crosse. They are also eagerly 
anticipating the arrival of their fi rst 
grandchild in September.

“I’m very excited about serving as 
General Manager for Conserv FS,” 
said Dave, “and for the future of the 
cooperative as well as the general 
agriculture community throughout the 
trade territory.” 

He and Gayle plan to move to the 
Woodstock area and become part of 
the northern Illinois community. ■

Voters Guide for members
Watch for a General Election Voters 
Guide to come in October. Farm 
Bureau will be providing members 
with information on contested races 
and referendums for the Nov. 3 
General Election.
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But just as important, our farm 
community can help reduce risks by 
following the normal rules of road 
such as not driving distracted and 
ensuring local laws are understood 
and followed. Accidents do happen, 
so reviewing insurance coverage to 
make sure it is updated each year 
to pay for needed repairs is also 
important. 

Three tips specific to farmers 
driving tractors, combines and grain 
trailers, include:

1. Keep SMV signs, lights, and 
the body of farm vehicles clean. 
Dirt or debris can cover these safety 
features which lowers equipment 
visibility. Also, depositing anything 
on the road that obstructs traffic is 
illegal and dangerous. 

2. Travel in farm vehicles at low 
traffic times when possible. Roads 
are typically busiest on weekdays 
when people are traveling to and from 
work.

3. Continue to be observant. As 
always, be aware and attentive when 
driving. Distracted driving is just as 
dangerous in farm vehicles as it is in 
regular vehicles. 

Beyond harvest and rural road 
safety, there are many other dangers 
and health issues that our farmers 
face on the job. For more information 
and additional farm safety tips 
from COUNTRY Financial, visit 
www.COUNTRYFinancial.com/
FarmSafety. ■

Provided by COUNTRY Financial®
COUNTRY

www.countryfinancial.com

National Farm Safety and Health 
Week is Sept. 20th – 26th. This 
annual promotion initiated by the 
National Safety Council has been 
proclaimed as such by each sitting 
U.S. President since Franklin D. 
Roosevelt in 1944. National Farm 
Safety and Health Week is led by 
the National Education Center for 
Agricultural Safety (NECAS), the 
agricultural partner of the National 
Safety Council.

The agricultural sector is still the 
most dangerous in America with 574 
fatalities, which equals 23.4 deaths 
per 100,000 workers, according to 

Every Farmer Counts: Prioritize Health & Safety

2018 data from the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. 

Farmers face many dangerous 
situations throughout the year, not 
the least of which is maneuvering 
large equipment from field to field 
throughout the harvest season. It’s up 
to all of us to ensure safe roadways. 

Rural motorists are encouraged to 
give themselves a few extra minutes 
for travel during the harvest season 
so they can slow down to keep our 
farmers and families safe. It is easy to 
miscalculate the equipment’s slower 
speed as you approach it on the road 
in a faster moving vehicle.

This month, COUNTRY Financial® joins the National Education Center 
for Agriculture Safety (NECAS) and other organizations across the 
country to promote safe and healthy practices for our farm community 
throughout the harvest season and beyond. 

Farmers face many dangerous 
situations throughout the year, not 
the least of which is maneuvering 
large equipment from field to field 
throughout the harvest season. 
It’s up to all of us to ensure safe 
roadways. 
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SEEN IT
Driving through the countryside 
you may see some unique 
agriculture related structures or 
perhaps something else in a local 
setting that catches your eye. 
Farm Bureau will capture images 
of DeKalb County and ask 
members to identify the photo 
such as the one pictured. 

Tell us what this is and where 
it is. Send your response to: 
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.
org and include your name and 
address. Or call us at the Farm 
Bureau offi  ce at 815-756-6361. 
Correct answers will be entered 
into a drawing to win a $20 gift 
card.

In the next issue we will reveal 
the answer and some interesting 
trivia about this photograph. ■



Unique farm pole located in rural Leland
If you are travelling on Burma Road, north of Leland, you will see a one-of-a kind 

pole with an assortment of metal farm parts on it. The 40-foot steel pole was designed 
and built by former farmer Norman Larson and his wife Roberta.

Norman and Roberta’s daughter, Jackie Dannewitz, says her father made the pole in 
the early 1970s with the help of Paul Malmburg, a local blacksmith. 

“He spent a considerable amount of time welding and making all sorts of things on 
the farm,” explained Jackie. “He got the idea to make a steel totem pole using recycled 
farm parts from his workshop.”

The pole contains farm equipment parts and other things like hay forks, a sickle and 
sickle guards, drag tines, horseshoes, cultivator shovels, tire chains, hand corn dryers, 
an auger, rotary hoe wheels, disk blades, and mulcher wheels.

Norman and his neighbors helped erect the pole at the end of his farm lane on the 
family’s Centennial farm at 4385 Burma Road in Victor Township (7 miles north of 
Leland and 7 miles south of Waterman). He called it his “Norwegian Totem Pole.” 

The Leland grain and livestock farmer viewed the steel pole as an iconic welcome symbol to their farm. On special 
occasions, he created accompanying signs to greet family and friends. 

Jackie and her husband, Larry, exude a sense of pride in their family’s nearly half-century old farm sculpture and 
enjoy spending time at the farm, now with the seventh generation of family members. Norman and Roberta Larson were 
long-time DeKalb County Farm Bureau members. 

The winner of the “SEEN IT Somewhere” August contest is Kent Huff  of Waterman. ■
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SEEN IT Somewhere, August 2020

This year, for the fi rst year ever, the 4-H Livestock Fair was held 
virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Fifty-six 4-H members 
showed 177 livestock animals virtually by recording videos of them 
showing their animals from the safety of their home. 

Livestock judges then reviewed the videos and like every other 
year chose champions. While 2020 and COVID-19 has challenged 
youth in the DeKalb County 4-H program, they have met that 
challenge head-on and learned how to persevere and adapt to a new 
way of showing their livestock project. 

Congratulations to the grand champions in each species!
Beef – Grand Champion Breeding Beef Female – Brooklyn Hulmes, 
Shabbona Pioneers; Grand Champion Market Beef – Kylee Watry, 
Parke Victory
Dairy – Grand Champion Dairy Overall – Irene Krueger, 
Somonauk Haymakers
Goats – Grand Champion Meat Goat – Della Harrod, Hinckley 
Harvestors; Grand Champion Market Goat – Allayna Wold, 
Somonauk Haymakers
Poultry – Grand Champion Poultry of Show – Hunter Swanson, 
Genoa Prairie Gems
Rabbits – Grand Champion Rabbit – Olive Brinkerhoff , 
Genoa Prairie Gems

Taylor Rhoads of Genoa Prairie Gems showed the 
Grand Champion Market Hog Overall at the virtual 
DeKalb County 4-H Fair. She swept the swine show 
by having Grand Champion Gilt and Barrow.

DeKalb County 4-H 
Livestock Fair Champions

Sheep – Grand Champion Ewe – Morgan 
Davis, Hinckley Harvestors; Grand 
Champion Market Lamb – Logan Roach, 
Malta Mustangs
Swine – Grand Champion Barrow, Grand 
Champion Gilt & Grand Champion Market 
Hog Overall – Taylor Rhoads, Genoa Prairie 
Gems. ■
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News provided by offi ces in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture

Fall Covers for Big Savings
With fall just around the corner, are you thinking about 

cover crops? Do you have questions about cover crops? 
Did you know there is a new program that you can receive 
a rebate on your federal crop insurance if you plant a cover 
crop? 

For questions about cover crops contact the DeKalb 
County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) 
offi  ce.

There are many great resources out now that can help 
farmers make decisions on what a cover crop might look 
like in your ag system. 

A great tool to determine what crop might be suitable for 
your needs is the Midwest Cover Crops Council - Cover 
Crop Decision Tool. It can be found at http://mccc.msu.edu/covercroptool. 
This web-based decision-making tool is easy to use and is fi lled with 
information such as seeding rates and timing, advantages/disadvantages for 
each cover type, and termination guidelines. 

Fall Covers for Spring Savings is the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture (IDOA) Cover Crop Premium Discount Program 
that is off ered for acres of cover crops installed outside of 
state and federal program incentives. 

Interested participants may sign-up for acres planted to 
cover crops in the fall of 2020 and will be planted to an 

insurable crop in 2021. Eligible 
applicants will receive a $5/acre 
insurance premium discount on the 
following year’s crop insurance 
invoice for every acre of cover crop 
enrolled and verifi ed in the program. 

Application assistance is available 
through the DeKalb County SWCD 
offi  ce or the IDOA Bureau of Land 
and Water Resources at 217-782-
6297. ■
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Bill Kuhn honored in Illinois 4-H Hall of Fame

Bill Kuhn

The Illinois 4-H Foundation 
annually honors longtime volunteers 
and former staff  members for their 
selfl ess dedication to 4-H, the 
University of Illinois Extension youth 
development program. Bill Kuhn, a 
DeKalb County 4-H volunteer, was 
selected to receive the Illinois 4-H 
Foundation Hall of Fame Award for 
his service to the Extension youth 
development program. 

Bill Kuhn is the Goat and Sheep 
Superintendent for the DeKalb 
County 4-H Fair and serves on the 
Blue Ribbon Livestock Auction 
Committee. Bill started out 16 years 

ago as the sheep project leader for the 
Genoa Prairie Gems 4-H Club. For 
the last eight years he has not only 
helped the Genoa Prairie Gems but 
also stepped up to be the Sheep and 
Goat Superintendent of the fair. 

In 2020, 87 individuals received 
the Foundation Hall of Fame Award, 
presented during a virtual ceremony 
Aug. 18. Five of the honorees are 
being named posthumously. 

The Illinois 4-H Foundation 
established the statewide Hall of 
Fame in 2005 to honor and celebrate 
extraordinary 4-H alumni, volunteers, 
and former 4-H staff . Each inductee 
receives a commemorative Hall of 
Fame medallion. 

“These volunteers fully embody 
what 4-H strives to instill in youth,” 
says Angie Barnard, Illinois 4-H 
Foundation executive director. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
announced that organic producers and 
handlers can apply for federal funds 
to assist with the cost of receiving 
and maintaining organic certifi cation 
through the Organic Certifi cation 
Cost Share Program (OCCSP). 
Applications for eligible certifi cation 
expenses paid between Oct. 1, 2019, 
and Sept. 30, 2020 are due Oct. 31, 
2020.

Eligible expenses for cost-share 
reimbursement include application 
fees, inspection costs, fees related 

Apply by Oct. 31 for organic certifi cation cost coverage
to equivalency agreement and 
arrangement requirements, travel 
expenses for inspectors, user fees, 
sales assessments and postage.

Due to expected participation 
levels for fi scal year 2020, FSA 
revised the reimbursement amount 
through fi scal year 2023. Certifi ed 
producers and handlers are now 
eligible to receive reimbursement 
for up to 50 percent of the certifi ed 
organic operation’s eligible 
expenses, up to a maximum of $500 
per scope. 

“They are caring, dedicated, 
generous leaders, and the Illinois 
4-H Foundation is extremely proud 
to be able to provide this honor to 
thank them for their service to this 
wonderful organization. ■

To learn more about USDA support 
for organic agriculture, visit www.
usda.gov/organic. To learn more 
about organic certifi cation cost share 
contact the FSA county offi  ce. 

One-Time PLC yield 
update needed by Sept. 30

Farm owners have a one-time 
opportunity to update PLC yields 
of covered commodities on the 
farm, regardless of Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) program election. 
The deadline to request a PLC yield 
update is Sept. 30, 2020.  

PLC yields may be updated on 
a covered commodity-by-covered 
commodity basis using FSA form 
CCC-867.  

For more information, reference 
resources and decision tools, visit 
www.farmers.gov/arc-plc. Contact 
the FSA offi  ce for assistance. ■
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For assistance and to obtain your DeKalb County Farm Bureau® 
membership number, please contact us at 815-756-6361.

fallfall
MEMBERSHIP 
SAVINGS

MEMBERS 
SAVE $500*
*Please check www.ilfb.org for more details

membership number, please contact us at 815-756-6361.

LEVERAGE 
YOUR FARM 
BUREAU® 
MEMBERSHIP
& SAVE

MEMBERS
SAVE UP
TO $500*
*Please check www.ilfb.org for more details

MEMBERS
SAVE UP
TO $5,000*
*Please check www.ilfb.org for more details

MEMBERS
SAVE UP
TO $5,000
*Please check www.ilfb.org for more details
TO $5,000
*Please check www.ilfb.org for more details
TO $5,000

MEMBERS 
SAVE BIG 

*Please check www.ilfb.org for more details
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