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The Voters Guide features contested races of candidates serving 
DeKalb County and seeking the offices of U.S. Senate, U.S. 
Congress, State Senate, State House of Representatives, County 
Circuit Clerk, County State’s Attorney, County Coroner and County 
Board. Candidates are listed in order they appear on the ballot. 
Also provided is a sample ballot with candidates and constitutional 
amendment.

The Guide also shows legislators who received the Friend of 
Agriculture designation from Farm Bureau and a list of candidates 
endorsed by the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Political Committee. 
The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Political Committee provides this 
election information for Farm Bureau members. 

VOTE Nov. 3rd!
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There’s an important question on the General Election ballot that 
you shouldn’t ignore. The outcome may impact how you pay Illinois 
income tax. 

The question asks voters if they support a change in the Illinois 
constitution. A “NO” vote opposes a change to the constitutional 
amendment and would maintain the state’s income tax flat rate. 
A “YES” vote would support a legislative change to a graduated 
income tax.

Illinois Farm Bureau urges members to vote no for the proposed 
tax hike. 

Currently, Illinois’ non-graduated or flat income tax of 4.95% fairly 
applies the same tax rate to everyone in the state. 

Compare that to the proposed progressive tax. The progressive 
tax structure divides Illinoisans into categories based on their level of 
income and as income levels get progressively higher so do the tax 
rates. Under the progressive income tax structure, the tax rates start 
at 4.75% and go all the way up to 7.99%.

If enacted, the progressive tax would shift the taxing burden on the 
highest earners in the state, but raising taxes on the highest earners 
will not fix our state’s financial problems and in the long run may 
only lead to higher taxes for everyone. 

Since the 1970s, Illinois Constitution has ensured that all 
Illinoisans “equally” pay the same income tax rate. This means if the 
tax rate increases for one person it increases for all – this is fair. But 
under a progressive income tax, lawmakers can pick and choose 
whose taxes they raise. 

Illinois Farm Bureau policy states clear support for a flat tax. This 
policy, which has been vetted by members, believes the flat tax is a 
fair way to tax the citizens of Illinois. 

Farm Bureau urges members to vote no on the proposed 
constitutional amendment on Nov. 3.

Constitutional Amendment question on the ballot:

A YES vote supports changing from a flat rate to 
a graduated income tax. A NO vote opposes the 
amendment and keeps the flat rate income tax. 

For the proposed amendment of Section 3 of 
Article IX of the Illinois Constitution.

YES

NO

Vote “NO” on Illinois Progressive Tax

What does IFB Policy say about  
the Progressive Income Tax?

Under a Progressive Tax:
•  Tax rate on the highest earners 

initially increases to 7.99%, an 
increase in taxes of 60% from  
the current level.

•  Lawmakers can more easily  
raise tax rates by targeting a  
new, limited group of people  
each legislative session.  

The State’s Current Flat Tax:
•  Sets one tax rate that applies fairly 

to all taxpayers. By design, the flat 
rate already requires the wealthy  
to pay more in taxes.

•  Holds ALL lawmakers accountable 
when raising taxes because the flat 
tax affects ALL taxpayers.

•  Provides tax rate stability  
and predictability. 

The Constitutional Amendment question on the ballot:

ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT & DEFEAT  
THE PROGRESSIVE TAX

Let’s Not Make Illinois’ 
Already Bad Situation Worse:
•  Illinois has highest sales tax 

rate in the Midwest.

•  Illinois has highest wireless 
tax in the nation. 

•  Illinois had the 2nd highest 
property tax in the nation

A YES vote supports repealing the 
state’s constitutional requirement 
that the state personal income tax 

be a flat rate and instead allow 
the state to enact legislation for a 

graduated income tax.

A NO vote opposes this constitutional 
amendment, thus continuing to 
require that the state personal 

income tax be a flat rate and prohibit 
a graduated income tax.

Stop by Hancock County Farm Bureau  
office to pick up a “Vote NO Progressive 

Tax” yard sign.

  For the proposed amendment
 of Section 3 of Article IX
  of the Illinois Constitution. 

YES

NO

IFB POLICY 
SUPPORTS 

“A moderate flat rate  
state income tax”

IFB POLICY  
OPPOSES

“The creation of 
a progressive or 

graduated state income 
tax rate structure”

NOV 3RD VOTE NO

Yard signs are popping up around the county urging voters to 
oppose the progressive tax. Farm Bureau supports a “NO” vote.

Paid for by NO Progressive Tax - Illinois Farm Bureau
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Richard J. Durbin (D)
Occupation: U.S. Senator

Education: B.S., Georgetown; 
J.D., Georgetown Law

Elected Offices: U.S. Senate, 
1996-present; U.S. House, 
1982-1996

Family: Loretta, spouse; two 
children, six grandchildren

Residency: Springfield

Q:  Why are you seeking the 
elected position?

A:  The U.S. has been hit harder by coronavirus than any other 
nation – 5% of the world’s population, 20% COVID-19 deaths. 
We need leadership to bring this pandemic under control. 
And then rebuild our economy with a special emphasis on 
agriculture. Under this administration farm income has been cut 
by 50%, trade reliability has been damaged and refinery waivers 
have devastated ethanol. I hope Illinois agriculture is ready for 
change. As a Senator from Illinois and member of the Senate Ag 
Committee, I would like to help in Washington. 

Mark C. Curran, Jr. (R)
Occupation: Attorney 

Education: B.S., Business 
Administration, Spring Hill, 
Alabama; J.D., Law, IIT Chicago-
Kent College of Law 

Community: Coach, Board 
Member, Carmel Catholic; 
Knights of Columbus 

Family: Irene, spouse, and three boys

Residency: Libertyville

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  I am running for U.S. Senate to protect the liberty 
guaranteed in our founding documents. Our country is 
under attack by radicals that do not believe in the rule of 
law or holding people accountable. I have a stronger law 
enforcement background than anyone currently in the U.S. 
Senate. Our cities are on fire and the criminals that are 
destroying businesses and residences need to brought to 
justice. 

I was under budget 12 years in a row as the Lake County 
Sheriff. Congress has been spending more than we can 
afford. Our national debt is approaching $25 trillion 
and has been significantly out of whack for many years. 
I represent the middle class and will be fighting for the 
middle class. The top one percent of America has greater 
wealth than the bottom 90 percent. Small business and 
the smaller farms have been hurting. We have too many 
regulations as well as too much taxation for the smaller 
businesses to compete. 

U.S. Senate

Candidates were asked to provide profile information,  
identify key issues of the race, and respond to this question: 
“Why are you seeking the elected position?” 
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Jim Oberweis (R)
Occupation: State Senator 
25th District; Chairman 
Oberweis Dairy

Education: B.A., University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; 
M.B.A., University of Chicago 
Graduate School of Business

Elected Office: State Senator, 
2013 – present

Community: Project H.O.O.D., 
other local food pantries to 

help feed needy families; providing milk and masks.

Family: Julie, spouse; five adult children, two stepchildren & 24 
grandchildren

Residency: Sugar Grove

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  I am running for Congress in the 14th District because I am 
concerned about the future of this country. We are leaving a 
legacy of debt that future generations will never be able to pay 
back. I believe my background in business and finance is well 
suited to help guide our nation to a more responsible approach 
to spending. 

I will lead on the issues voters care about – taxes, healthcare, 
immigration and national security. These are the issues I hear 
about all of the time from voters. They want real solutions and 
ideas – not radicalism. They want someone who will defend not 
defund the police. In short, voters want the steady, thoughtful 
leadership they know I will provide in Congress. 

Lauren  
Underwood (D)
Occupation: U.S. 
Representative for IL-14, 
registered nurse, public health 
expert

Education: B.S., Nursing, 
University of Michigan; 
M.S., Nursing, Master of 
Public Health, John Hopkins 
University

Elected Office: U.S. 
Representative for IL-14, Jan. 
2019 – present

Family: Parents, one sister

Residency: Naperville

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  As a registered nurse and public health expert, I’ve 
focused on ensuring high-quality, affordable health care for 
our families. I’m proud to share that we’ve made significant 
progress during my first term: President Trump signed three 
pieces of my legislation into law, including the Lower Insulin 
Costs Now Act.

My immediate priority is keeping our community safe during 
the coronavirus pandemic. We must implement a national 
COVID-19 strategy to provide testing and treatment, limit 
community spread, and support a robust economic recovery.

I’ve also been hard at work on behalf of our farmers, who 
have faced tremendous uncertainty over the past several years, 
from the trade war to extraordinarily tough weather conditions 
to the pandemic. On behalf of the agricultural community, 
I have stepped in to ensure USDA is providing the accurate 
information farmers depend on, advocated for our biofuels 
producers, and made certain our farmers received Market 
Facilitation Payments. 

Candidates were asked to provide profile information,  
identify key issues of the race, and respond to this question: 
“Why are you seeking the elected position?” 

U.S. Representative in Congress 
14th Congressional District
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Adam Kinzinger (R)
Occupation: U. S. 
Representative in Congress 
IL-16, Lt. Colonel, Air National 
Guard 

Education: B.S., Illinois State 
University

Elected Offices: McLean 
County Board, 1998-2003;  
U.S. Congress, 2011 – present

Community: Home Sweet 
Home Mission

Family: Sofia, spouse

Residency: Channahon 

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  I’m seeking re-election to continue fighting for 
the constituents of IL-16 as their voice in Washington, DC.

The single most important issue is recovering from the 
coronavirus pandemic. I have heard from people across the 16th 
district  that do not feel financially or physically safe as a result 
of the pandemic. People need be able to go to bed at night 
not worrying about their bills or their health. That is why I am 
working on legislation to strengthen American manufacturing by 
decentralizing the supply chains we have in China. By bringing 
home manufacturing jobs, like PPE factories, we will be able to 
provide peace of mind to those families in need.  

Additionally, the United States has one of the most efficient and 
productive agriculture sectors in the world.  It should be our 
priority to ensure that our agriculture economy continues to lead 
the way. By fostering a healthy agriculture economy, we improve 
the quality of life for all Americans.

Dani Brzozowski (D)
Occupation: Full-time 
candidate, former small 
business owner and nonprofit 
manager

Education: B.A., Writing & 
Religion, Purdue University

Community: Chair, LaSalle 
County Democratic Party; 
Member-at-large, LaSalle-
Peru Township High School 
Foundation Board; Manager, 
LaSalle Farmer’s Market; Chair, 

Farm-to-Table Dinner and Member-at-large, LaSalle Business 
Association

Residency: Dimmick

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  I’m running for Congress because my family subsisted on 
food stamps and lived in trailers and homes we couldn’t afford 
to heat. As I made a career out of helping other people and 
trying to lift my community up, I recognized that for far too many 
families, the things that had been hard for mine were getting 
harder, not easier. 

I’m a champion for working families – this is my home and 
I want to help people. My opponent is beholden not to the 
constituents of this district, but to his big corporate donors 
who’ve kept him in office for nearly a decade. I’ll fight for 
increased access to healthcare, education, and childcare, plus 
broad, sweeping action to address the climate crisis, and the 
kind of campaign finance reform that will begin to get at the 
corruption that has characterized the Trump administration and 
empowers his enablers like my opponent.

U.S. Representative in Congress 
16th Congressional District

Not Registered?
You can register to vote on Election Day at 
the DeKalb County Administrative Building,  
110 E. Sycamore St., Sycamore, and at the 
NIU Holmes Student Center, DeKalb.
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Jeff Keicher (R) 
Occupation: State 
Representative, 70th 
District; Insurance agent

Education: B.S., Political 
Science, NIU

Elected Office: State 
Representative, July 2018 – 
present

Community: Sycamore 
Rotary, Red Cross Board, Sycamore Public Library, Sycamore 
School Finance Committee, Sycamore Chamber of 
Commerce, Coach AYSO, Kishwaukee YMCA Board

Family: Karen, spouse; children Emma, Oliver & Ethan

Residency: Sycamore

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  I got involved in this elected office to help guide Illinois to 
grow its way forward – not tax our way. I have a proven track 
record of helping bring jobs and opportunity to our county. 
I serve on the House Agriculture Committee and helped 
achieve a hold on livestock location legislation and SB1407 
that would impact ethanol. 

The biggest issue in this and any Illinois election is the power 
Michael Madigan is allowed to wield. I have demonstrated a 
bi-partisan approach that has accomplished many wonderful 
opportunities for Illinois. 

Paul Stoddard (D)
Occupation: Retired, Professor 
Emeritus,  
Geology, NIU

Education: A.B., Brown University; 
M.S., Texas A & M; PhD, Northwestern 
University

Elected Office: DeKalb County Board, 
District 9, 2007– present

Community: Kishwaukee Kiwanis, 
DeKalb County Community Foundation Land Use Committee, 
DeKalb County Board Stormwater Management Committee

Residency: DeKalb

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  I’m running to push for more responsive, accountable state 
government. I’ve successfully pushed for several changes at the 
county level (power sharing between parties, fair map redistricting, 
term limits on leadership) which have made the County Board a 
smoother functioning body, better equipped to address county 
issues.

The two main issues I’m concerned with are actually tied together 
– property tax relief and essential school funding. Illinois’ high 
property taxes are because we rely much more on local property 
taxes to fund education than any other state. In addition to the 
burden this places on property owners, it results in an unfair 
educational system. The state needs to step up and provide 
equitable funding for education so we can cut our property taxes. 

Tom Demmer (R) 
Occupation: State Representative, 
90th District; Director of Strategic 
Planning, KSB Hospital, Dixon

Education: B.A., University of 
Dayton, Ohio

Elected Offices: State 
Representative, 2012-present;  
Lee County Board 2009-2012 

Community: St. Anne Parish; Junior 
Achievement, volunteer teacher; 
Knights of Columbus; Ronald 

Reagan Boyhood Home, board member

Family: Rebecca, spouse; daughter Katie

Residency: Dixon Seth Wiggins (D)
Did not respond.

State House of Representatives 70th Legislative District

State House of Representatives   90th Representative District
Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  I am running for re-election because I want to continue to 
work hard on behalf of the people of the 90th District. I take 
this job seriously, and I have taken on large and complex issues, 
from the state budget, to healthcare, to ethics reform. I’ve earned 
leadership positions, and reached across the aisle to negotiate 
key bipartisan bills each year. I’ve also worked with local leaders 
to attract new investments, add new jobs, and bring more 
opportunities to our communities. I believe Illinois is worth fighting 
for, because it’s our home. 

One of the key issues facing Illinois right now is in ethics and 
government accountability. As we deal with the arrests and 
indictments from a vast federal investigation, we must be proactive 
in proposing ethics reform laws. I have sponsored ethics reform 
legislation, and will work with colleagues to make it law.
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Lori Grubbs (R)
Occupation: Deputy Circuit 
Clerk of DeKalb County, 
Supervisor of the Civil Division

Education: A.A., Kishwaukee 
College, 

Community: Christ 
Community Church; Voluntary 
Action Center; Feed My 
Starving Children; Sycamore 
School District; Good Fellows 
volunteer

Family: Jeremy, spouse; two children, Jared & Conor  

Residency: Sycamore 

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  The role of the Circuit Clerk’s Office is to serve as the 
Keeper of the Court Record. I believe I am the best candidate 
who understands the court system and the importance of 
public service.   I have worked at the DeKalb County Circuit 
Clerk’s Office for the past 25 years, serving as the supervisor 
for the Civil Division for the past 15 years. During that time, 
I have been part of the team that implemented e-Filing of 
court documents, online Orders of Protection, and e-Appeals.  
With my years of experience, I am the most qualified 
candidate in the field.  

I hope to continue and build upon the mission of the DeKalb 
County Circuit Clerk’s Office to provide strong public service, 
access, and transparency to all who are in the court system.

Rukisha Crawford (D)
Occupation: Educator

Education: M.A., Education & 
Literacy, NIU

Elected Office: DeKalb County 
Board, District 6

Community: Community 
Advocate; Building Substitute 
Teacher, School District 428; After 
School Girls Dance Coach

Family: Morris Jones, IV, son

Residency: DeKalb 

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  I am seeking the elected position to bring change, diversity, 
integrity and transparency to the DeKalb County Circuit Clerk 
position. As an elected official my duties will be to uphold the 
law, work closely with judges, probation officers, and staff to 
ensure an efficient and fair court experience for everyone in 
DeKalb County. Serving my community is my passion. Working 
to make change is my goal.

DeKalb County Circuit Clerk

Polls are open 
6 a.m. to 7 p.m.  

on Nov. 3. 

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  I am running for re-election because I want to continue to 
work hard on behalf of the people of the 90th District. I take 
this job seriously, and I have taken on large and complex issues, 
from the state budget, to healthcare, to ethics reform. I’ve earned 
leadership positions, and reached across the aisle to negotiate 
key bipartisan bills each year. I’ve also worked with local leaders 
to attract new investments, add new jobs, and bring more 
opportunities to our communities. I believe Illinois is worth fighting 
for, because it’s our home. 

One of the key issues facing Illinois right now is in ethics and 
government accountability. As we deal with the arrests and 
indictments from a vast federal investigation, we must be proactive 
in proposing ethics reform laws. I have sponsored ethics reform 
legislation, and will work with colleagues to make it law.
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DeKalb County State’s Attorney
Rick Amato (R) 
Occupation: DeKalb County 
State’s Attorney

Education: B.S., Marketing, 
NIU, magna cum laude 1996; 
J.D., The John Marshall Law 
School, 2003

Elected Office: State’s 
Attorney, December 2016 – 
present

Community: Chairman, 
DeKalb County Children’s 

Advocacy Center; Member, Family Service Agency executive 
board; DeKalb County Law Enforcement Executive Association; 
FBI Anti-Terrorism Task Force; Illinois State’s Attorney’s 
Association; Illinois Bar Association 

Family: Renee, spouse; three children

Residency: Sycamore

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  Since taking office four years ago, the initiatives and 
programs we have implemented focus on community safety by 
holding accountable our county’s most violent offenders and 
working to reduce recidivism in lower level offenders. We have 
added programs such as our felony review program, the felony 
diversion program, the Stacia Hollinshead Veterans program 
and the HOPE program with the DeKalb Police Department. 

I seek a second term as State’s Attorney to continue this work. 
Our work will continue on these programs and build new ones. 
We will develop a program to further assist domestic violence 
victims. They deserve to have the most comprehensive services 
wrapped around them as they work to free themselves over 
the power and control of their abuser. We will work with the 
children of the families suffering the abuse and other trauma to 
ensure we will build pathways to hope so that their lives do not 
further perpetuate the suffering that they are enduring. Finally, 
we will continue to work on programs that focus on recidivism 
to continue leading people to crime-free lives. 

Anna M. Wilhelmi (D)
Occupation: Attorney

Education: J.D., NIU, cum 
laude; B.A., Sociology emphasis 
Criminology, summa cum laude 
with upper division honors, 
Department Honors in Sociology, 
NIU

Elected Office: Democratic 
Precinct Committeeperson PP01

Community: DeKalb County, 
Kane County, Illinois and 

American Bar Associations; League of Women’s Voters

Family: sisters, Jean Jones & Gerri Wilhelmi; brothers, 
John & Rick Wilkhelmi

Residency: Earlville

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  We need real change in our criminal legal system and I am 
ready to do my part as State’s Attorney. Cash bail should be 
eliminated as an option pre-trial. It does not make people safer. 
We have to address institutional racism that continues to skew 
justice within our communities, so that everyone will be treated 
fairly. We can evaluate the impact of the justice system on the 
BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, People of Color) Community through 
data collection at the local level. 

We must build community trust by holding law enforcement 
accountable for illegal and unjust acts, which not only de-
legitimizes our valued law enforcement entities, but negatively 
impacts our community as a whole. A foundation of trust 
between our community and law enforcement makes everyone, 
including law enforcement, safer. We need to end mass 
incarceration. For non-violent offenses, other forms of alternative 
dispositions and treatment will allow an outcome which benefits 
the entire community. 

Candidates were asked to provide profile information,  
identify key issues of the race, and respond to this question: 
“Why are you seeking the elected position?” 
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DeKalb County Coroner
Dennis J. Miller (R)
Occupation: DeKalb County 
Coroner

Education: Waubonsee 
Community College, several 
years of forensic death 
investigation training

Elected Office: Coroner 
since 1984

Community: Sandwich Lions 
Club, Sandwich Moose, 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau, 

DeKalb County Crime Stoppers, St. Paul’s Catholic Church, 
Illinois Coroner’s and Medical Examiner’s Association, Illinois 
Child Death Review Team

Family: Jill, spouse; three children, Jordan (Sarah), Brandon 
(Ashley) & Brianna (fiancé Derek Morsch)

Residency: Sandwich

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  I am seeking re-election in November to continue my 
service to all the citizens of DeKalb County. I have worked 
hard over the years to make the Coroner’s Office much more 
efficient and cost effective.

I have recruited, trained and developed a dedicated staff of 
five Deputy Coroners, who are among the best in the State 
of Illinois. Collectively, we assist and console family members 
during the most traumatic and tragic times of their lives.

One of the key issues, going forward, is managing and 
leading this office within the constraints of limited budget 
dollars. I have a proven track record of working cooperatively 
with county administrative staff and our County Board 
members in developing budgets that comply with their 
targeted guidelines and parameters.

My years of experience have allowed me to cultivate a vast 
network of contacts and colleagues throughout the state and 
nation. I am honored and humbled to be considered for re-
election on Nov. 3. 

Cat Brian Prescott (D)
Occupation: Van driver for the 
railroads & student

Education: Northern Illinois 
University

Community: DeKalb County 
Democrats, DeKalb forums on 
race and police brutality, Society 
for Creative Anachronism

Family: Sata, spouse

Residency: DeKalb

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  I would have at one time said, “There’s no political way to 
run the Coroner’s office.” But I can’t say that’s true anymore. It’s 
“not political” because the politics of the situation don’t affect 
you personally. Key issues would be respect, dignity, justice and 
equity, even in death.

Oct. 29 is the last day for vote by mail applications. Mail-in ballot must 
be postmarked or delivered in person to the county clerk’s office by 
Election Day, Nov. 3. 
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Kathleen “Kathy” 
Lampkins (R)
Occupation: Retiring after 22 
years as Deputy Circuit Clerk/
Chief Information Officer in 
the DeKalb County Circuit 
Clerk’s Office

Education: Associates 
Degree, Kishwaukee College

Elected Office: Republican 
Precinct Committeeperson 
2009 – present; Sycamore 
Township Clerk 2013 – 
present

Community: DeKalb County Republican Central Committee, 
Treasurer,  2009 to present; Goodfellows, volunteer; Meals on 
Wheels deliveries

Family: Don, spouse; three daughters, Becky Springer, Erica 
Snodgrass, & Jessica Gale

Residency: Sycamore  

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  I want to serve the residents of DeKalb County. DeKalb 
County has been very good to me and my family and this will 
allow me the opportunity to give back. I will serve with honesty 
and integrity representing my constituents in District 1.  

Jill Simpson (D)
Did not respond.

Q:  What are your views on county issues?

A:  I have been attending all County Board meetings and almost 
all committee meetings since January. I believe an issue that 
DeKalb County will be facing in the near future is the financial 
impact that COVID-19 has had on revenues and expenses to 
the county. I think the County Board should consider other cost 
cutting measures and attempt to avoid utilizing the reserve funds 
if at all possible. Additionally, I feel that DeKalb County needs to 
continue to support mental health and issues related to mental 
health.  

Q:  What issues related to county government and 
agriculture do you think the County Board needs to 
address?

A:  I feel the County Board needs to preserve our farm land. 
I believe we need to keep the 40 acre rule at the very least. 
I realize there are a few issues with the 40 acre rule that are 
creating financial hardships to some of our citizens that need to 
be evaluated individually, one situation at a time.

DeKalb County Board    District 1

Change your mind in how you are voting? 
If you choose to obtain your ballot by mail and then decide 
to vote in person at the polls you must surrender your mail 
ballot at the polling place. Otherwise, election judges have 
you recorded as voting by mail. 
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Tim Hughes (R)
Occupation: Owner, 
TPH Enterprise, LLC

Education: Marine Corps, 
Sergeant; Moraine College classes 
in nondestructive testing

Elected Office: County Board, 
District 2, appointed March 2017, 
elected 2018

Community: St. Catherine Church, 
volunteer; Rockford Section 
American Society of Nondestructive 
testing, chairman

Family: Ann, spouse; daughters Bridget & Annie

Residency: Kingston

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  I want to ensure that my constituents are well represented in 
the county government and that DeKalb County government is 
fiscally responsible with our taxpayers’ money.

Q:  What are your views on county issues?

A:  Wind energy and solar energy has a place in our county 
and I think the Planning and Zoning Committee has developed 
regulations that are copied by many other counties.

Q:  What issues related to county government and agriculture 
do you think the County Board needs to address?

A:  BLM – It is not a national issue anymore because there is a BLM 
group here in DeKalb! And they are a communist organization! 
They are against capitalism and nuclear family. Look what the lack 
of a nuclear family has done to Illinois black families.

Christi Slavenas (D)
Occupation: Teacher (retired), 
1977-2013

Education: B.S., Education, 
University of Missouri; M.S., 
Counselor Education, NIU

Elected Offices: Genoa Public 
Library, Board of Trustees, 
2005-2013, Secretary, 2010-
2013; Precinct Committee 
Person, 2016 – present

Community: Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Society, secretary of 
museum board; Genoa Area Community Food Hub, volunteer; 
Illinois Retired Teachers Association Covid 19 response, mentor/
tutor; DeKalb County Nonprofit Partnership participant; DeKalb 
County History Center, member

Family: Ronald, spouse

Residency: Genoa

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  DeKalb County was home while I attended NIU in 
1984-1985 and again since moving to Genoa in 1990. I am 
seeking to be a member of the DeKalb County Board out of a 
lifelong motivation to learn about issues, listen to others, and 
collaborate in making decisions to strengthen our community. 
As a mother and retired teacher, my life has been devoted to 
empowering others in fulfilling their aspirations. I look forward 
to continuing to strengthen our community by prioritizing both 
safety and a sustainable future for all our citizens.

Q:  What are your views on county issues?

A:  As an elected official, citizen safety and sustainability will be 
my core considerations for every county issue. I participated in 
recent forums on race relations in DeKalb County and consider 
the core of that issue to be a safety issue. I believe these 
discussions should continue and lead to action in improving 
race relations. Prevention and education can facilitate that 
action and can also be more integral to our countywide social 
services. Roads, bridges, investment in/facilitation of renewable 
energy, and social services are important to keeping all citizens 
safe. 

I have studied the Mitigation (Comprehensive) Plan, and it 
addresses safety and sustainability. Using it in addressing the 
county budget will help us create a budget that reflects our 
values. Focusing on the Mitigation Plan alleviates the pressure 
of factional and special interests, making sure we are answering 
to all our citizens.

Q:  What issues related to county government and 
agriculture do you think the County Board needs to 
address?

A:  Our soil has always been vital to the people of DeKalb 
County. The Farm Bureau founders met initially, in part, to 
address the depletion of our soil. That group of conservation-
minded citizens acted to preserve a natural resource. I believe 
the Farm Bureau could expand on this legacy to achieve greater 
agricultural literacy throughout the county. The County Board is 
in a position to support this effort. Promoting agricultural literacy 
within classrooms and community organizations can strengthen 
our county. 

Conservation of our soil and other natural resources would 
become part of ongoing, evolving discussions and would include 
diverse voices. This effort would ensure steady stewardship 
of and pride in our shared resources. The relationship can be 
drawn between the health of our natural resources and health 
of our economy, also vital to our people. The County Board 
can support what a group of citizens (mostly farmers) acted on 
decades ago. 

DeKalb County Board    District 2
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Joshua Orr (D)
Occupation: Senior Software 
Engineer

Education: A.S., Computer 
Science, Kishwaukee College; 
B.S., Computer Science, 
University of Illinois, Springfield

Community: DeKalb 
County Democratic Party, 
Communications Chair; 

Kishwaukee YMCA, referee/player; Give DeKalb County, 
contributor; DeKalb County Farm Bureau, member

Family: Megan, spouse; son, Evan, daughter, Abby

Residency: Cortland

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  I will bring another voice of reason, humility, honesty, and 
intelligence to the County Board. Our board has a record of 
unanimous balanced budgets that goes back many years. This 
board has done an excellent job balancing investment and wise 
use of tax dollars. I will work to achieve greater effectiveness as a 
member.

My principle for legislative choices will always be: how can we do 
the most good for the most people. We as a county are going to 
experience financial difficulties from COVID-19. We as a county 
are part of a larger state and national culture with many social, 
health and economic challenges to face. My promise is that I will 
do the right thing as I see it. This means ensuring our policies 
serve our citizens without burdening future generations. I will 
leave the county and board in a better place than when I take 
office.

Q:  What are your views on county issues?

A:  I am strongly for the expansion of local energy and local 
production of goods. Producing goods locally, be it agricultural 
products, wind and solar energy, manufactured products, or 
services keeps money in our community.

Local production guards our community against supply chain 
disruptions as we saw during the initial phases of COVID. When 
hand sanitizer supplies were short it was a local distillery that 
filled that need. When there were bread shortages the bake 
shops at local stores filled that need. With an emphasis on 
expanding local production what other community needs can be 
protected?
Property owners have the right to use their commercial/farm 
properties to produce goods using their lands. Solar and wind 
energy production included. While the property rights of the 
neighbors must be taken into account, if there’s not proven harm 
the property rights must be affirmed.

Patrick P. Deutsch (R)
Occupation: Dairy & Grain 
Farmer

Education: A.A.S., Ag 
Mechanics, Kishwaukee College

Community: Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Saint John, 
Board of Elders, Board of Church 
Properties, DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau member

Family: Gina, spouse; children 
Ally & Ben

Residency: Sycamore

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  To keep a voice for agriculture in our county government 
while trying to keep taxes in line.

Q:  What are your views on county issues?

A:  We need to stick to the Comprehensive Plan and keep 
growth close to cities and towns. Public safety would be a priority 
and roads and bridges are a big part of that.

Q:  What issues related to county government and 
agriculture do you think the County Board needs to 
address?

A:  Public safety on roads and  support for our local law 
enforcement. 

Q:  What issues related to county government and 
agriculture do you think the County Board needs to 
address?

A:  As a County Board member I will follow the Comprehensive 
Plan when it comes to agricultural land zoning. I will work to 
contain sprawl to our city areas and keep a balance of farm land 
and cities that represents DeKalb County’s heritage.

I will also look for ways to help innovate where it comes to 
agribusiness. As a board member I will look to attract agriculture 
related business to our enterprise zones. In addition I recognize 
that there are new types of farm business models that require 
special use permits. I will seek out the advice of experts and local 
farmers to make sure that such permits are thoughtfully granted.

DeKalb County Board   District 3

DeKalb County Board
District 5
Kiara Jones (D) Did not respond. 
Sasha R. Cohen (L) Did not respond.
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Amber L. Quitno (D)
Occupation: Regulatory 
Compliance Professional in the 
Life Science Industry 

Education: B.S., Technical 
Communication; M.S., 
Regulatory Affairs for the 
Pharmaceutical, Biotech, 
and Medical Device Industry; 
Graduate Certificate in Human 
Resources; Northeastern 
University 

Community: Precinct Committee Person, June 2020 – present; 
Involved with multiple local charity organizations as well as 
private donations, including assistance to those affected by the 
St. Albans fire and by COVID 19. 

Family: Robert, spouse; five children, Ashley, BreeAnne, 
Cailtynn, Dawson & Elijah. 

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  I was born and raised in DeKalb County as were my parents 
and most of my grandparents dating back to 1883 (Earl J 
London). Growing up here was a blessing, and those childhood 
memories combined with personal growth and success, have 
installed a deep sense of pride and loyalty to this community. I 
want to give back and make sure we prioritize safety and foster 
responsible and sustainable growth.

My Regulatory Compliance education and experience, and 
critical thinking skills, remind me to always question and 
research information presented to me before I agree to 
anything. I’ve been called “tenacious” more times than I can 
count, and I wear that badge proudly. I have the backbone to 
withstand political pressure to be the voice of my constituents 
and will not be pressured by politics or friends. I understand that 
every decision the County Board makes impacts real people and 
real families in this community.  

Q:  What are your views on county issues?

A:  If I am elected, citizen safety will be a top priority for every 
issue under consideration. After exhaustive research on public 
safety and social services, I believe strong social services can 
go a long way toward public safety, but we also need to bring 
in diverse, and sustainable, business models to increase job 
opportunities that pay well. I support the fact that our County 
Board has created a Solar and Wind Ordinance, and I will 
work toward bringing in new renewable energy projects that 
help our farmers to be successful. I will ensure that I support 
my constituents’ perspectives on wind and solar energy, while 
also respecting that environmental sustainability supports the 
longevity of our farmlands. 

Q:  What issues related to county government and 
agriculture do you think the County Board needs to 
address?

A:  I want to help ensure that our farmers have the support 
they need to adapt with the times in terms of what is considered 
agriculture. I will work with the farming community so they can 
maximize their opportunities such as working with innovators 
like the farmers at Whiskey Acres who adapted during the 
pandemic to convert their facility to make hand sanitizer, and 
Jonamac Orchard, who now offers their Cider House to increase 
revenue. I will always be open to creative ideas so our farming 
community can be most successful. Our agricultural foundation 
is integral to our foundation and growth and I intend to keep it 
that way.

Laurie Emmer (R)
Occupation: Retired Army

Education: B.A., Business 
Administration, St. Leo University; 
B.A., History & Political Science, 
NIU

Elected Office: DeKalb County 
Board, District 4, 2016 – present

Community: Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, Sycamore Post 5768

Family: Mike, spouse; children 
Kevin, Christina, Andrew & Kaylie

Residency: Sycamore

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  I deeply care about the community I call home. I served my 
country, now I want to continue serving the community I call home. 

Q:  What are your views on county issues?

A:  Our roads and bridges are vital to our economy in DeKalb 
County. Safety and maintenance is vital as well. Public safety, 
i.e. our Sheriff’s Department, is important because our DeKalb 
County residents in unincorporated areas must have access to law 
enforcement when they need it. Our budget must stay balanced. 
Human services provide needs to our DeKalb residents so we need 
to take care to continue providing these important services. We 
need to continue economic development. 

Q:  What issues related to county government and agriculture 
do you think the County Board needs to address?

A:  To continue ensuring we keep our roads safe and maintained 
as well as ensuring roads are graded for truck weight, companies 
such as Maplehurst (for example) need to move agriculture (corn) 
on schedule. Another issue is solar and wind development. I have 
no issue with this. However, the usage of land (agriculture land) 
should be watched/monitored. 

DeKalb County Board    District 4
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William Charles  
Cummings (R)
Occupation: Retired 
NIU Professor

Education: B.S., Accounting, 
Illinois State University; M.S., PhD, 
Accounting, University of Missouri; IL 
CPA Certificate

Community: DeKalb Public Library 
Board, President; Kishwaukee 
Symphony Board, Vice President

Family: Jennie, spouse

Residency: DeKalb 

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?
A:  I am a 36 year resident of DeKalb and for 30 years lived in the 8th 
County Board District. I feel that those of us who are able should give 
back to this great community where we are privileged to live. I do not 
have a set agenda. I prefer to hear good information and study the 
issues from both sides. I am a good listener and am approachable. These 
qualities can make me an effective representative of the 8th District and 
the whole county.

Q:  What are your views on county issues?
A:  The first issue is keeping our property taxes as low as possible. Our 
taxes are relatively high in Illinois so keeping increases very moderate 
while being able to maintain vital services. For example, a balance must 
be struck between maintaining good roads and bridges, vital to the 
transportation system, and keeping costs under control. Also, being able 
to produce and regulate alternative sources of energy such as solar and 
wind will be an important issue for the County Board in the coming years. 
Finally, comprehensive planning can be an effective management tool for 
directing county operations and maintaining control of spending. 

Q:  What issues related to county government and agriculture 
do you think the County Board needs to address?
A:  In this pandemic time of Covid-19 which we now find ourselves, our 
social services and judicial system are being significantly drawn upon. 
More of our citizens are depending upon services for housing, food and 
medical care during this period. Even though much of the funding comes 
from federal and state sources, the counties are being called upon to help 
administer the programs. Also crime and the related judicial issues are 
an increasing problem in our society. Finally, because of the pandemic, 
revenues and budgets are likely to be very tight in the near future. This 
means that spending will need to be very closely monitored.

Christopher  
Porterfield (D)
Occupation: Retired from NIU

Education: M.S., Education, NIU

Elected Office: County Board, 
District 8, 2015 – present

Community: DeKalb County 
Rehabilitation & Nursing Center, 
Operating Board; Stage Coach 
Players, board member

Family: Susan, spouse

Residency: DeKalb

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  I am seeking another term on the County Board because I 
want to be of service to my community. I view community service 
as being both a civic responsibility and as a real opportunity 
to learn about how the county works. I’ve enjoyed my time 
on County Board and I’ve learned a lot and hope that I’ve 
contributed to the quality of life in our area. I would like to 
continue working for the residents of the county.

Q:  What are your views on county issues?

A:  Regarding my view on county issues, I evaluate each case 
as it comes before the board. Where I stand in the end depends 
on details and balancing pros and cons and relative benefits. 
In general, I’m in favor of wind and solar development. Our 
Planning and Zoning Committee did great work last year in 
developing wind and solar ordinances. In the end, I voted 
against the wind ordinance because of specific concerns and I 
voted for the solar ordinance. Regarding social services, I would 
like to see improvements in mental health arrangements in the 
county and public health funding. I’m on the Health and Human 
Services Committee and I’m very impressed with the Community 
Mental Health Board and County Health. As we deal with a 
pandemic these people are doing great work and they could use 
more help. 

Q:  What issues related to county government and 
agriculture do you think the County Board needs to 
address?

A:  Agriculture is, of course, very important in DeKalb County 
as an economic/political force, but it is also important as part of 
our cultural heritage and identity. I came here as a student and 
settled here because of the mix of farm, town, and university. All 
three of those parts are important to me. As we consider issues 
and plan for the future, we have to begin with an understanding 
of who we are, what we value, and what we want our life to 
be.  We can’t look at a particular issue in a vacuum or as a 
simple equation. We have to consider how decisions affect 

DeKalb County Board District 8
people. We have to talk to each and we have to listen. That is 
part of the value of County Board (or any of our social/political 
institutions). The members of the board are a very diverse group 
with different interests and from different parts of the county. 
Members bring up their concerns all the time in committee 
meetings and board meetings, whether they are farmers or city 
dwellers. Agricultural concerns affect us all.
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William Charles  
Cummings (R)
Occupation: Retired 
NIU Professor

Education: B.S., Accounting, 
Illinois State University; M.S., PhD, 
Accounting, University of Missouri; IL 
CPA Certificate

Community: DeKalb Public Library 
Board, President; Kishwaukee 
Symphony Board, Vice President

Family: Jennie, spouse

Residency: DeKalb 

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?
A:  I am a 36 year resident of DeKalb and for 30 years lived in the 8th 
County Board District. I feel that those of us who are able should give 
back to this great community where we are privileged to live. I do not 
have a set agenda. I prefer to hear good information and study the 
issues from both sides. I am a good listener and am approachable. These 
qualities can make me an effective representative of the 8th District and 
the whole county.

Q:  What are your views on county issues?
A:  The first issue is keeping our property taxes as low as possible. Our 
taxes are relatively high in Illinois so keeping increases very moderate 
while being able to maintain vital services. For example, a balance must 
be struck between maintaining good roads and bridges, vital to the 
transportation system, and keeping costs under control. Also, being able 
to produce and regulate alternative sources of energy such as solar and 
wind will be an important issue for the County Board in the coming years. 
Finally, comprehensive planning can be an effective management tool for 
directing county operations and maintaining control of spending. 

Q:  What issues related to county government and agriculture 
do you think the County Board needs to address?
A:  In this pandemic time of Covid-19 which we now find ourselves, our 
social services and judicial system are being significantly drawn upon. 
More of our citizens are depending upon services for housing, food and 
medical care during this period. Even though much of the funding comes 
from federal and state sources, the counties are being called upon to help 
administer the programs. Also crime and the related judicial issues are 
an increasing problem in our society. Finally, because of the pandemic, 
revenues and budgets are likely to be very tight in the near future. This 
means that spending will need to be very closely monitored.

Jeff Whelan (R)
Occupation: Retired Optician

Education: Fellow of National 
Academy of Opticians

Elected Office: DeKalb County 
Board, District 9 and 10

Community: DeKalb Liquor 
Commission for 12 years;  
Knights of Columbus, past 
grand chairman; Corn Fest 
past chairman

Family: Jana, spouse; son Jeff (Amy) and two grandsons, Liam 
& Donovan

Residency: DeKalb

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  I have enjoyed my terms on the board. I want to see the 
finish of the nursing home addition and further use of wind and 
solar energy.

Q:  What are your views on county issues?

A:  The roads and bridges always need upkeep. The county 
has done an outstanding job on this. On solar and wind, I feel 
we need this, but at a limit. Don’t use so much land for solar 
gardens and keep noise down on windmills.

Q:  What issues related to county government and 
agriculture do you think the County Board needs to 
address?

A:  Currently the Planning and Zoning Committee is looking 
at the 40-acre rule. I would like to see DeKalb County remain 
a farming community. Although this will change in the next 30 
years. 

Mary Cozad (D)  
Occupation: Retired Spanish 
Professor at NIU

Education: A.B., UC Davis; 
M.A., UC Berkeley; Ph.D., UC 
Berkeley 

Elected Office: DeKalb 
District 428 School Board 
member, 1994-2002 

Community: DeKalb Stands 
member, Indivisible Group & committees, Election Committee 
& REACT; participated in two women’s marches, post office 
rally; Signature collection, phone calls and canvassing for 
several state, local and national candidates.

Family: Nicholas J. Lahey, spouse; daughter, Joanna Lahey, 
(Ryan Beasley) and grandchildren Klaus and Susanna; daughter 
Marieke Lahey 

Residency: DeKalb 

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  In addition to time spent on my work and family, I have 
always tried to devote some effort to public service. I think 
it is important for citizens to step up and be involved in 
government. County Board service is another way to get 
involved.

Q:  What are your views on county issues?

A:  I prefer solar energy to wind energy as a way to get carbon 
dioxide out of the atmosphere, provide new jobs and fight 
climate change, as it is not as noisy, doesn’t kill birds, scare 
livestock or damage human hearing. Perhaps windmills should 
be restricted to the desert Southwest or offshore. The board 
has done impressive work to help make Plank and Peace Roads 
incrementally safer – of course more remains to be done. I like 
it that the board has a comprehensive, coherent plan to guide 
future growth.

Q:  What issues related to county government and 
agriculture do you think the County Board needs to 
address?

A:  It should keep up its excellent job of restoring and 
improving land through the Forest Preserve. It should allow 
for more solar development in agriculture areas and allow 
and expand agricultural tourism such as Whiskey Acres and 
Jonamac Orchard. It should also broaden the definition of what 
agriculture means and types of agricultural businesses allowed. 

DeKalb County Board District 10

VOTE Nov. 3rd!
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Courtney “Court” 
Schuett (D)
Occupation: Sales 
Engineer

Education: Associate 
Degree, Illinois Valley 
Community College

Family: Jamey, spouse; 
one son

Residency: Waterman

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  I want to represent the people of District 11 and 
bring our shared values to the County Board to enact 
meaningful legislation and resolutions to help everyone 
in DeKalb County. 

Q:  What are your views on county issues?

A:  I strongly believe in supporting and promoting the 
infrastructure of the county through expanded and safer 
roads and intersections. I would also look to expand the 
social services offered by the county to help any who 
are struggling through the current pandemic.

Q:  What issues related to county government and 
agriculture do you think the County Board needs to 
address?

A:  I would like the board to ensure the safety and 
access of farm machinery on county roads through road 
education and expansion/reinforcement if needed. I 
would also like to promote sustainable farming within 
the community through education and outreach to 
farmers. 

Karen F. Cribben (R)
Occupation: Semi-retired

Education: High school with some 
additional college classes; received the 
designation of CIAO (Certified Illinois 
Assessing Officer).

Elected Office: DeKalb County Board, 
District 11, appointed August, 2019 – 
present

Community: Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
DeKalb, member; Christian Senior 

Ministries, secretary; DeKalb County Republican Central Committee 
member

Family: Dan, spouse; three adult children, Lena, Kathryn, Curtis

Residency: Somonauk

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  After I decided to retire from the DeKalb County Office of Assessments, I 
wanted to continue to be involved with our local government. With some of 
my experience with the Assessment office, interacting with other offices, and 
attending County Board meetings, I felt this was a good a fit for me.  I enjoy 
working with people to make our county better. I was attending township 
meetings up until March, 2020, and I hope to continue in the near future. 

Q:  What are your views on county issues?

A:  All in all, I believe the county has done a good job at approving the sites 
for solar and these sites are good for our tax base. More special use permits 
are being requested for solar projects.  

Our social services go above and beyond in providing care, and finding 
ways to provide services to those in need, especially during Covid. They 
have been keeping the board up-to-date on changes they have been 
making to accommodate people during this time.  

According to Gary Hansen and Peter Stefan at a recent Finance meeting, all 
county offices have cooperated in trying to keep to a balanced budget. For 
that I am very thankful.

Q:  What issues related to county government and agriculture do you 
think the County Board needs to address?

A:  I know Planning and Zoning has been working to revise the 40 acre 
rule. This topic is one in which I am truly interested.   

I voted against the Aurora Sportsmen Club extending their hours twice a 
month during the summer due to the fact that the extended hours were not 
limited to weekdays, but may include Saturday and Sunday. Although it was 
not specifically requested in the resolution, the club stated that they were 
contacting area residents to help alleviate some of the noise issues, which 
were brought up at the meeting.

There is also an issue of weight limits on county roads in the spring that 
affects farmers trying to haul grain, but in talking to Nathan Schwartz, it 
sounds like funding is the problem. I do feel the county does an excellent 
job in the upkeep of roads for everyday vehicular traffic.

DeKalb County Board District 11, 2-year term

Nov. 2 
is the last day of early voting.
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Roy E. Plote (R)
Occupation: Grain & Livestock 
Farmer & Commodity Broker

Education: B.S., Farm 
Management/Agronomy, 
University of Illinois

Elected Office: DeKalb County 
Board, 2016-present

Community: DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Board, secretary, 
2010  – present; Leland United 
Methodist Church, Council 
Chair; Troy Grove Grange, 
Master

Family: Janet, spouse; sons Ethan & Avery

Residency: Leland

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  To represent the rural residents of the county fairly and keep 
a balanced county budget.

Q:  What are your views on county issues?

A:  Transportation of goods to consumers is reducing the need 
for large stores. Locally generated property and sales taxes will 
become issues to fund county services.

Q:  What issues related to county government and 
agriculture do you think the County Board needs to 
address?

A:  DeKalb County has strong agriculture roots. Ag businesses 
large or small, family or corporate, are drawn to our rich soils 
and heritage. We will always need to balance farm and city 
needs and goals.

Roberta McFarland (D)
Occupation: Retired Educator, science 
teacher & middle school counselor

Education: B.S., Loyola University, 
Chicago; M.S., Counseling, NIU; 
M.S., Educational Leadership, Aurora 
University

Community: Hinckley Food Pantry, volunteer; Kiwanis, Builders 
Club sponsor; Natural Helpers

Family: John, spouse; daughters Erin Collins & Carol Miller

Residency: Hinckley

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  My years as an educator developed a passion for serving 
the community. Working with young people strengthened my 
belief that every day people make an important contribution to 
the well-being of their community and country by participating 
in whatever way they can. I tried to instill this idea in my 
students, and must live up to the value I encouraged and tried 
to embody for over two decades. In addition, DeKalb has been 
very welcoming and warm since my husband and I moved here 
five years ago. We’ve enjoyed meeting and working with our 
neighbors, making new friends, exploring the forest preserves 
and riding the quiet country roads on our bikes.

Q:  What are your views on county issues?

A:  I believe developing sustainable energy options is crucial 
for our future. John and I have had solar panels installed on 
our home because I believe in acting on our values. The county 
should continue these efforts. As stated earlier, I have enjoyed 
biking on our roadways. If you really want to see how the 
roads are, grab a bike and check them out! I have seen various 
improvements/maintenance implemented on our roads, and 
believe we are doing a good job overall. 

The board needs to be supportive of social services which 
address physical and mental health problems to help us 
respond to and hopefully lessen the impact of emergencies 
and crises like the one we are currently enduring. In addition, 
we need to be careful with our management of the budget 
because it is difficult to plan for future emergencies, such as 
the pandemic. It is always wise to have funds set aside for the 
unexpected. 

Q:  What issues related to county government and 
agriculture do you think the County Board needs to 
address?

A:  We are fortunate to have some of the most fertile land in 
the world. I believe we should continue to protect this land 
from urban sprawl. I was happy to see that the new industrial 

DeKalb County Board District 11, 4-year term

development is taking place adjacent to DeKalb. As we protect 
our land, we should also be mindful of the struggles our farmers 
cope with: droughts, floods and trade wars. Not only do we need 
fertile land to grow our food, we need farmers to grow that food.

On a completely different tack, I am interested in data and 
information about the pre-trial program. We need to find more 
effective ways to deter crime. We need to develop better ways 
to intervene and re-direct individuals to programs that can help 
them other than imprisonment. I would like to see what we 
have implemented in our pre-trial program to identify what has 
worked as well as researching what other programs and other 
agencies have tried and how effective they have been. 
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Jerry Osland (R)
Occupation: Excavating 
Contractor

Elected Office: DeKalb County 
Board, District 12, four years

Community: Moose

Residency: Sandwich

Q:  Why are you seeking the 
elected position?

A:  To help the people of 
District 12 in DeKalb County.

Q:  What are your views on county issues?

A:  All issues will be under budget review and needed services.

Q:  What issues related to county government and 
agriculture do you think the County Board needs to 
address?

A:  Taxes, services and infrastructure.

Brian Kubisak (D)
Occupation: Residential 
& Commercial Electrician, 
General Contractor

Education: One year college, 
three  years military service 
as a Chemical Operations 
Specialist

Community: YMCA volunteer, 
Park District volunteer, offer 
internships and job shadowing 
trade programs at schools

Family: Ken, father, Patricia, mother 

Q:  Why are you seeking the elected position?

A:  I’m seeking elected office to begin working to help my fellow 
citizens. As a veteran I wanted nothing more than to receive 
help and direction when I had issues returning home amongst 
other life problems. 

Q:  What are your views on county issues?

A:  My views on county issues are fairly easy to understand. 
I believe the data bares out firmly that a solid infrastructure 
and strong social safety nets both prevent crime and stimulate 
economic growth and progress. It’s not just imperative to fund 
and expand these programs for efficiency and productivity but 
our duty. As a solar installer and soon to be engineer, green 
energy and crop research should be at the top of this list.

Q:  What issues related to county government and 
agriculture do you think the County Board needs to 
address?

A:  Issues directly relating would concern provisions like the 
Marketing Assistance and Sugar loans program need to be 
revised so that farmers are able to both pay bills and grow 
productive healthy crops. A better tax program so that farmers 
are not taxed on property along with the income from yields. 
It is also important to work with schools to get the adequate 
training necessary to create the next generation of farmers. Our 
state assistance and regulations leave something to be desired 
ranging from the general farm provisions to crop certification 
programs. These are just a few things I would like to see our 
county improve its use or tweak the state provisions to better 
meet the needs of both farmers and consumers alike.

DeKalb County Board District 12

To view your own specimen ballot 
and location of your polling place go to: 
www.dekalb.il.clerkserve.com. Scroll 
down and click on “Your specimen ballot.”
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Legislators earn Friend of Agriculture
The Illinois Farm Bureau Friend of Agriculture award 
is given to state and congressional legislators who 
earned the designation based on their commendable 
voting records in accordance with Farm Bureau policy. 

Farm Bureau’s Political Committee, known as 
ACTIVATOR, determined which legislators would 

35th IL Senate District 
Dave Syverson (R)

100%

90th IL House District 
Tom Demmer (R)

91.3%

16th U.S.  
Congressional District 
Adam Kinzinger (R)

93%

70th IL House District 
Jeff Keicher (R)

91.3%

45th IL Senate District 
Brian W. Stewart (R)

90.9%

14th U.S.  
Congressional District 
Lauren Underwood (D)

89.9%

receive this honor based on having a voting record 
of at least 60%. Legislators serving DeKalb County 
had exceptional voting records, which are listed.

Awards were presented to incumbent state 
legislators and congressmen and mid-term state 
legislators serving DeKalb County.

Please show your support to these legislators earning the Friend of Agriculture award.
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Federal
President and Vice President

Democratic
Joseph R. Biden 
Kamala D. Harris

Republican
Donald J. Trump 
Michael R. Pence

Green
Howie Hawkins 
Angela Walker

Party for Socialism  
and Liberation
Gloria La Riva 
Leonard Peltier

American Solidarity Party
Brian Carroll 
Amar Patel

Libertarian
Jo Jorgensen 
Jeremy “Spike” Cohen

United States Senator
Richard J. Durbin (D) 
Mark C. Curran, Jr. (R) 
Willie L. Wilson (Willie Wilson Party) 
David F. Black (G) 
Danny Malouf (L)

U.S. Representative in Congress 
14th Congressional District
Lauren Underwood (D) 
Jim Oberweis (R)

U.S. Representative in Congress  
16th Congressional District
Dani Brzozowski (D) 
Adam Kinzinger (R)

State 
State House of Representatives  
70th District
Paul Stoddard (D) 
Jeff Keicher (R)

State House of Representatives 
90th District
Seth Wiggins (D) 
Tom Demmer (R)

County
Circuit Clerk
Rukisha Crawford (D) 
Lori Grubbs (R)

State’s Attorney
Anna M. Wilhelmi (D) 
Rick Amato (R)

Coroner
Cat Brian Prescott (D) 
Dennis J. Miller (R)

County Board 
District 1 
Jill Simpson (D) 
Kathleen “Kathy” Lampkins (R)

District 2
Christi Slavenas (D) 
Tim Hughes (R)

District 3
Joshua Orr (D) 
Patrick P. Deutsch (R)

District 4
Amber L. Quitno (D) 
Laurie Emmer (R)

District 5
Kiara Jones (D) 
Sasha R. Cohen (L)

District 6
Craig S. Roman (D)

District 7
Terri Mann Lamb (D)

District 8
Christopher Porterfield (D) 
William Charles Cummings (R)

District 9
Neill Mohammad (D)

District 10
Mary Cozad (D) 
Jeff Whelan (R)

District 11 (2-year term)
Courtney “Court” Schuett (D) 
Karen F. Cribben (R)

District 11 (4-year term)
Roberta McFarland (D) 
Roy E. Plote (R)

District 12 
Brian Kubisak (D) 
Jerry Osland (R)

Judicial
Appellate Court

“Vote on the Proposition with respect to all or 
any of the Judges listed on this ballot. No Judge 
listed is running against any other Judge. The 
sole question is whether each Judge shall be 
retained in his present office.” 

Shall each of the persons listed be retained in 
office as Judge of the Appellate Court, Second 
Judicial District? 

Ann B. Jorgensen _____ Yes   _____ No

Mary S. Schostok _____ Yes   _____ No

2020 General Election Ballot Vote for one in each race

Constitutional Amendment
Proposed amendment to the 1970 Illinois Constitution 

Explanation of Amendment 
The proposed amendment grants the State authority to impose higher income tax rates on higher income levels, which is how the 
federal government and a majority of other states do it. The amendment would remove the portion of the Revenue Article of the 
Illinois Constitution that is sometimes referred to as the “flat tax”, that requires all taxes on income to be at the same rate. The 
amendment does not itself change tax rates. It gives the State the ability to impose higher tax rates on those with higher income 
levels and lower income tax rates on those with middle or lower income levels.  You are asked to decide whether the proposed 
amendment should become a part of the Illinois Constitution. 

For the proposed amendment of Section 3 of Article lX of the Illinois Constitution.

_____ Yes   _____ No
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DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Political Committee Endorsements

70th 
House District
Jeff Keicher (R)

DeKalb County Board

District 1
Kathleen “Kathy” 

Lampkins (R)

District 3
Patrick P. Deutsch (R)

District 4
Laurie Emmer (R)

District 10
Jeff Whelan (R)

District 11
Karen F. Cribben  (R)

District 11
Roy E. Plote (R)

District 12
Jerry Osland (R)

DeKalb County Offices

Circuit Clerk
Lori Grubbs (R)

Coroner 
Dennis J. Miller (R)

State’s Attorney
Rick Amato (R)

State of Illinois Offices

90th  
House District

Tom Demmer (R)

Farm Bureau’s Political Committee has analyzed candidates and is making these endorsements. 

Please consider voting for the following candidates in the Nov. 3 General Election.
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DeKalb County Polling Locations by Precinct
AFO1  Elva Town Hall, 16029 Walker Dr., Elva Rd., DeKalb

CL01  Clinton Township Community Center, 160 W. Lincoln Hwy., Waterman

CO01, C006  Cortland Lions Den, 70 S Llanos, Cortland

CO02  Ideal Industries Office Building, 1375 Park Ave., Sycamore

CO03, CO05, CO08  DeKalb County Farm Bureau, 1350 W. Prairie Dr., Sycamore

CO04  Woodgate Club House, 1695 Bayberry Ln., Sycamore

CO07  Maple Park Fire Department, 305 S. County Line Rd., Maple Park

DK01  Hillcrest Covenant Church, 1515 N. First St., DeKalb

DK02  Barsema Alumni Visitor Center, 231 N. Annie Glidden Rd., DeKalb

DK03  Glad Tidings Church, 2325 N. First St., DeKalb

DK04, DK05  Westminster Presbyterian Church, 830 N. Annie Glidden Rd., DeKalb

DK06, DK13, DK14 Hopkins Park Terrace Room, 1403 Sycamore Rd., DeKalb 

DK07, DK11  Bethany Road Bible Church, 2215 Bethany Rd., DeKalb

DK08, DK12  Glad Tidings Church, 2325 N. First St., DeKalb

DK09  Hillcrest Covenant Church, 1515 N. First St., DeKalb

DK10  First United Methodist Church, 317 N. Fourth St., DeKalb

DK15, DK16 , DK17  Taylor Street Plaza, 507 E. Taylor St., DeKalb

DK18, DK19, DK20, DK21, DK22  DeKalb Sports & Rec Center, 1765 S. Fourth St., DeKalb

DK23  DeKalb Christian Church, 1107 S. First St., DeKalb

DK24, DK25  Real Connection Church, 1115 S. Malta Rd., DeKalb

FR01  Kirkland Fire Department, 3891 State Route 72, Kirkland

GE01  Genoa Park Building, 400 E. Second St., Genoa

GE02  Resource Bank – Genoa, 310 S. Route 23, Genoa

KI01  Friendship Center, 120 S. Main St., Kingston

MA01  Malta Fire Station, 308 E. Jefferson St., Malta

MF01  Mayfield Township Building, 29625 Church Rd., Sycamore

MI01  Calvary Lutheran Church, 19 Perry Rd., Lee

PI01  Pierce Township Building, 14413 Perry Rd., DeKalb

PP01  Paw Paw Town Hall, 2266 Suydam Rd., Earlville

SA01, SA05  Sandwich Park District, 1001 N. Latham St., Sandwich

SA02, SA03, SA04  Fox Valley Senior Center, 1406 Suydam Rd., Sandwich

SG01  South Grove Township Building, 2482 Old State Rd., Esmond

SH01  Resource Bank-Shabbona, 102 S. Indian Rd., Shabbona

SO01  Somonauk Fire Station, 145 W. DeKalb St., Somonauk

SQ01  Hinckley Community Building, 120 Maple St., Hinckley

SY01, SY08  Sycamore Park Club House, 900 E. State St., Sycamore

SY02, SY09, SY11  Federated Church, 612 W. State St., Sycamore

SY03, SY07  St. John Lutheran Church, 26555 Brickville Rd., Sycamore

SY04, SY05, SY10  United Methodist Church, 160 Johnson Ave., Sycamore

SY06  Sycamore Public Library, 103 E. State St., Sycamore

VI01  Victor Township Hall, 8478 Suydam Rd., Leland
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DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Political Committee
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178
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