Allan D. Bastian, 97
Hinckley
Farmer: 75 years
Branch of Military:
Army, 101st Airborne Division
Rank: PFC E-3 (Private First Class)
War: World War II,
August 1944 - June 1946
Location of Service:
Germany, France, Austria

“It was my patriotic
duty to serve.”

Drafted/Enlisted: Drafted

Military Experiences: “I began
Basic Training in August 1944
at Camp Roberts in California. Then I left from New York on
Jan. 6, 1945 on a ship to Le Havre, France. From there I went
to Alsace by train. It took 21 days to get there due to railways
being bombed, which required soldiers to repair the train
tracks. In the Infantry I flew gliders and was trained for glider
combat. On Jan. 29, I joined the 101st Airborne and went into
a fox hole that night. After one month of combat we boarded
box cars and went to Mourmelon, France. We lived in a tent
city the whole month of March.
On March 15 General Eisenhower presented the division
with the Presidential Unit Citation. The award was given for
the stand the 101st Airborne gave at Bastogne, France. On
Easter Sunday we left for a combat mission in Dusselfdorf,
Germany. After about 18 days the Germans surrendered. Our
next destination was Southern Germany. We arrived by box
cars at Manheim, boarded ducks, crossed the Rhine River and
then started our slow trek south.
About two days after the war ended we arrived in
Berchtesgaden, home to many of the Nazi leaders. I was
detailed to help collect valuable treasures stolen by Herman
Goering (German military leader). I also was in Hitler’s
house (Eagle’s Nest). After two months our troops moved to
Austria and then went back to France to train for the invasion
of Japan.
I was transferred to the 82nd Airborne and sent home
to New York on Jan. 3, 1946. We were part of the Victory
Parade in New York City and Washington, D.C.”
What Serving Your Country Means: “It was necessary –
we had to go to war. We were attacked and had to defend our
country. It was my patriotic duty to serve.”

Army PFC Allan Bastian was part of the largest airborne
operation of the war in Germany. (Inset) Allan proudly
wears his cap signifying the Army’s 101st Airborne
Division which he was a member of during World War II.
They called themselves the “Screaming Eagles.”

22

CONNECTIONS November 2020

Notables: Allan was a rifleman during World War II which
earned him two Bronze Battle Stars. He has a road named
after his family – Bastian Road – where he farmed and
resides. ►

