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Connecting to You

Steve Bemis, DeKalb County Farm Bureau president

Elected to lead and Serve
As the 16th president of DeKalb County Farm Bureau, I would like to
express my gratitude to the board of directors that had the confidence to elect
me to this leadership position. It is truly an honor and a privilege to serve the
members and the agricultural industry through the grassroots effort initiated
here in 1912.
Since the beginning, Farm Bureau has served members and agriculture
through education and representation. The betterment of agriculture and the
lives of those involved in the production of our food and fiber have always
been the focus of our efforts.
From educating consumers about where their food comes from to
representing farmers at the local, state and national levels, Farm Bureau has
been the unified voice for agriculture. Today that is more important than ever.
As a membership organization we work for members on a regular basis.
And with member involvement and board leadership, Farm Bureau has been
and will continue to be effective.
As I begin my first year as president I reﬂect on the past leaders that have
served DeKalb County Farm Bureau and I thank them for their commitment.

I applaud their leadership in making
our organization what it is today and
hope to serve members with the same
dedication. ■
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On prairie Drive
Transitions

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

This spring is one of transitions.
My ﬁrst transition was going back to the Farm
Bureau oﬃce. For the past year I have been working
remotely from my home office. So going back to a real
workplace was an adjustment to say the least. At home,
I am steps away from my office whereas it takes me 20
minutes travel time to get to the Farm Bureau office.
As for my attire, I gave up my stretchy yoga pants and
comfortable t-shirts for nice slacks and blouses, which
had collected dust in my closet (others may relate). The
best part of returning to Farm Bureau is being face-to-face with people (while wearing
masks, of course). And being together with my Farm Bureau family.
Another transition was welcoming a new president to Farm Bureau. After
a decade of working with Mark Tuttle now we are transitioning to Steve Bemis’
leadership. We thank Mark for his years of service to our organization and look forward
to working with Steve. This is the sixth president which I have had the opportunity to
work with here at Farm Bureau.
The third transition is happening on our farm. Our oldest son, Matt, has decided
to farm after about 10 years of being in sales for agribusiness companies. While
he understands the agronomy side of farming with his college education and work
experience, he is learning the mechanics and business side from his father. I enjoy
watching the dynamics between the experienced, set-in-his-ways farmer and the new,
younger farmer who has all kinds of fresh ideas and loads of questions. It’s rather
heartwarming as we transition the farm business over to the 4th generation.
All of these spring transitions are good for the farm & Farm Bureau. Happy Spring! ■
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Calendar
MAY

May 6
Give DeKalb County
GiveDeKalbCounty.org
Consider giving to the
DCFB Foundation
May 31
Memorial Day
Farm Bureau Office closed

JUNE

June 11
Deadline to apply for
FB College Scholarships

JUlY

July 5
Independence Day Holiday
Farm Bureau Office closed
July 12
Welcome Back to Farm Bureau
Pork Chop/Chicken Drive-Thru
4:30 – 6 p.m.
$13.50, Purchase meals by July 7

Farm Bureau Ofﬁce
Open for Business
The Farm Bureau office is open
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Please stop by or call 815-756-6361
to reach us and to meet with staff.

Find the kernel and win!
Let’s see if you can find the kernel
(resembling the one here) in this month’s
issue of our magazine and be eligible to
win a prize.
Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815756-6361, by May 14 for your chance to
win.
When responding by email, please
include the page number and exact
description of the location of the kernel
on that page. You will also need to
include your name, address and phone
number in the email.
Correct answers will be put into a
drawing and one winner will be drawn to
receive a $20 gift card.
Last month’s winner of the paw print
contest was Norm Lemay of DeKalb.
The paw print was hidden on page 36 in
the Give DeKalb County collage of the
March CONNECTIONS. ■

Follow us!
facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
twitter.com/DCFBureau
pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine
www.CultivateConnections.org
Farm Bureau Main Site
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org
Foundation for Agriculture
www.PlantALegacy.org
Ag Literacy
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to:

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

By the
NUMBERS

Acres of Corn
So why do local farmers grow so much corn?
Field corn has been the county’s top crop for more than a century.
But why do we grow it here? It’s not because farmers can’t find anything else to grow. It’s because
DeKalb County, Illinois is one of the best places to grow corn.
• We have a growing season that is long enough and warm enough to suit corn production.
• DeKalb County has deep, rich soils that are ideal for growing corn.
• We typically receive enough rainfall to support healthy corn plants during the growing season.
• In our county we have a significant number of livestock which consume corn as livestock feed.
• A variety of corn hybrids are available that do especially well in our local environment.
Farmers grow about 215,000 acres of corn each year in DeKalb County. An acre of corn is
equivalent to the size of a football field. Now that’s a lot of corn! ■
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planting during pandemic
Farmers plant crops going on the second year of the Covid-19 pandemic.

It’s spring, which means corn and soybeans are being planted in fields all
around DeKalb County. So what’s different this year from last year?

Farmers are still essential workers.
We count on farmers to do their jobs of growing food to sustain us. They
are currently planting the top crops of corn and soybeans on the majority of
farmland.
They work hard to get the crops planted in a short window of time, typically
from mid-April to the first of June.
There are about 850 farmers in DeKalb County that will be planting nearly
330,000 acres of corn and soybeans this spring.

Many farmers and their employees have been vaccinated.
When the vaccines became available and it was their turn, several farmers got
the Pfizer, Moderna or Johnson & Johnson shots. Like others, they chose this
protection against the Coronavirus.
They were among ag workers and the rural community that took action to
safeguard against the worldwide virus and reach herd immunity.
Covid-19 impacted the rural population just as it did the urban community.
Some farmers tested positive for the virus. Fortunately, most recovered.

4
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Ag businesses still follow
pandemic guidelines.
Farmers count on agribusinesses for
farm inputs essential to planting and
growing crops. Seed, fertilizer, and
crop protectants are obtained at local
ag supply companies.
These agribusinesses continue to
follow pandemic guidelines as they
interface with their farm customers.
Masks are required and social
distancing is recommended.
Some ag-related companies, like the
Farm Service Agency of the USDA,
still have restrictions which limit visits
(appointment only) to the office for
conducting business.
Most companies are abiding by the
Illinois Department of Public Health
Directives. ►

Weather continues to impact spring planting.
Planting progress is contingent on weather. Too much rainfall will shut
down planters for days at a time. Not enough precipitation will impact the
emergence of the seed and plant growth.
Farmers have a tendency to complain about weather: being too wet or too
dry, too hot or too cold. That’s understandably so, because much of their
livelihood depends on weather.
Early in the planting season farmers have to consider changing weather and
the possibility of a late frost that could stunt their growing crops. Other severe
weather during the growing season like strong winds, hail, or tornadoes can
ﬂatten growing crops.

Farm and city people still need to coexist.
In rural DeKalb County there are farm fields which stretch from one end of
the county to the other. Nearly 90% of the land in the county is farmland.
During the busy planting season farmers are moving their equipment from
field-to-field. But to get to those fields requires travelling on country roads,
highways, and sometimes even going through towns.
Motorists need to be patient when sharing the roads with farmers and their
equipment. As farm vehicles travel at slower speeds, motorists should only
pass the farm equipment when it’s safe to pass.
Both farm and city people should pay attention while driving on local roads.

There’s no food shortage
during the pandemic.
Rest assured, our country has an
adequate supply of food – thanks to
farmers who continue to grow safe and
nutritious food for families.
In year two of the pandemic we
are seeing our grocery shelves fully
stocked. Last year certain foods may
not have been available at the grocery
store due to stores not able to restock
some foods and disruptions in the
supply chain. But there was no food
shortage.
Last year we also saw some
disruptions in the meat industry with
packing plants not working at full
capacity due to Covid. This caused
some market disruptions for livestock
farmers. Thankfully we have worked
through these meat supply chain issues.
So in our second year of the
pandemic, the agricultural industry
continues to be on course with a
continuous supply of food and fiber.
And like everyone else, farmers hope
that the pandemic will soon be over. ■
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Farming with Family
Growing up, my parents always encouraged my brother and I to go to
college to further our knowledge in agriculture, learn from other farmers and
to see what agriculture is like outside of our family’s operation.
I always knew it wasn’t going to be a guarantee that I would be able to
come back home and start a career on my family’s hog and grain farm right
away due to the size of our operation and the capital needed to expand the
farm to support multiple families.
Like many farm kids, I had to look elsewhere to stay involved in
agriculture but I always had the dream of farming fulltime alongside my
family.
After graduating from college, I
Like many farm kids, I had to
had a great opportunity to work for
look elsewhere to stay involved another large, progressive hog farmer
in his operation. I worked there for
in agriculture but I always had
six years as a production manager
the dream of farming fulltime
overseeing 45,000 pigs while also
helping on my family farm any
alongside my family.
chance that I could.
Throughout my time working off
the family farm, I was able to learn many skills and expand my knowledge
that I was able to bring home and implement on our farm.
My family and I
spent years looking at
various opportunities
to grow the operation
in hopes the farm
could financially
support another
member of the family.
There were many
things we had to
consider when looking
to expand such as
startup costs, financial
risks and the ability to
support having another
full-time employee.

Working with my brother,
Hayden, and father, Art, on
the farm has always been
my desire.

6
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Drew Kuhn is a 4th generation hog
and grain farmer. He manages a
wean-to-finish swine farm owned
together with his brother. Drew and
his wife, Kayla, and daughter, Avery,
live in Genoa.

Towards the end of 2019, my
brother and I were presented with
the perfect opportunity to expand
the family farm. We worked with
a local producer who was retiring
from raising pigs and wanted to
help us young producers out by
renting us his facilities to raise pigs
in. We decided to take the leap and
purchase sow farm shares which
provided me with the opportunity
to become self-employed.
Throughout my first year of being
self-employed I have learned a lot.
It is no longer just taking care of
the pigs but also all of the dayto-day operations such as farm
maintenance, paying bills, meeting
with other industry professionals
and being the lead decision maker
for the hog operation.
Overall, I am so happy I have
been able to fulfill my dream of
expanding the family farm and
working alongside my family! ■

65
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Gardening is the number one
trend for 2021. Who knew?
Native Plant

Monocromatic Garden
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Gardening Trend

Barbara Lindholm, University of Illinois Extension, DeKalb County Master Gardener

Garden Trends & New plants in 2021
It is time to bid a less than fond farewell to 2020. This past year has been a
challenge in many ways. Fortunately, we can now look forward to a brand new
year and a brand new gardening season full of trends to discover and plants to
inspire us.

Garden Trends

The first garden trend, appearing in multiple sources, is… Gardening.
Gardening itself has never been more popular with all age groups. As we live
in our current “lockdown” situation, people are discovering the benefits of
gardening in their everyday lives.
Gardening connects us with nature and improves our physical and mental
health. So, as strange as it sounds, Gardening is the number one trend for 2021.
Who knew?
Gardening Sustainably comes in second in the trends. The sustainable
gardening movement is gaining momentum with many enthusiastic followers
interested in creating environmentally-friendly garden spaces.
Guidelines for helping us move toward a more sustainable garden include:
planting native and drought tolerant plants, planting a variety of trees and
learning to make your own compost. The simple practice of growing plants
wisely will allow gardeners to increase sustainability in their home landscapes.
An unexpected trend for 2021 is Choosing One Color and Going For It.
Most gardeners have a favorite color to activate to try this trend. Monochromatic
gardening is not new, but it is having a resurgence of popularity.
Probably the best known, one color garden is the moon garden filled with eyecatching white ﬂowers beautiful during the day but also great viewing in the
evening hours. Not quite sure you want to go with only one color for all your
gardens? You can ease in to it by creating a monochromatic container garden or
small garden composed of some of your favorite color plants. Try it and see if
you like it.
Now that we have explored the current trends for 2021, let’s take a look at
some of the great new plants for us to consider for our home landscapes.

New Plants

The National Annual of the Year is ‘Pink Star’ petunia. It’s pink/white
vibrant color can provide a mass of color. It is highly recommended for baskets,
window boxes and containers. The more sun it gets the more blossoms you get.
The National Perennial of the Year is blue ‘Cat’s Pajamas’ catmint. This
easy care, well-behaved catmint is popular with butterﬂies and bees. After spring
bloom, just shear it back by half, and it will reward you with another colorful
fall bloom.
The Oso Easy series of roses is truly oh so easy. This year’s entry and
multiple award winning rose from that series is ‘Italian Ice.’ It opens with
Photos courtesy of Bob Lindholm

dramatic orange petals followed by
a soft yellow and pink blush as it
matures. Blooms should be appearing
summer to fall. Again, six to eight
hours for best bloom.
We were all disappointed over
the last couple of years as we lost
our burning bushes. The National
Flowering Landscape Shrub, ‘Kodiak
Orange Dierville,’ to the rescue. This
is an eco-friendly, native shrub for us
to consider. Yellow clusters of ﬂowers
will bloom all summer attracting bees,
butterﬂies and hummingbirds. As fall
arrives, a glowing orange-red foliage
lasting for several weeks will appear.
This shrub has a very fancy name,
but it is not fussy growing in any
condition from complete shade to full
sun. However, best ﬂowering and fall
color will occur if grown in sun.
Whether you are an experienced
gardener or just beginning, I hope you
will enjoy some of the 2021 gardening
trends and consider having fun with
some of this great new selection of
plants. ■

Got a Gardening Question?
The Master Gardener Help Desk
is closed due to COVID-19. But
gardening questions can be emailed
to uiemg-dekalb@illinois.edu.
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Q: What technology is used during the planting season to
help farmers manage their crop data?

A: In my role, I help farmers with a digital farming

platform which collects ﬁeld data during planting and
helps with agronomic decisions ultimately aiming to
improve crop yields.

It is officially spring! Our goats and chickens are wandering out
of the barn to enjoy the sunshine and warming temperatures; we
are collecting more eggs from the hen house every day and closely
watching the mama goats for signs of labor. Snow boots have been
replaced with mud boots as the shoe of choice for the children as they
do their best to find every mud puddle in the country.
With the arrival of spring also comes the arrival of my busy season
as an Activation Specialist for Bayer Crop Science’s FieldView.
As farmers begin preparing for the upcoming planting season, they
FieldView team amps up to be there to assist.
I have been busy running
compatibility
assessments
One of my favorite things about
and installing equipment
working with this service is helping in tractors as well as
farmers who have never been able working on my computer
to help farmers update
to create a hybrid planting map
field information like
because their equipment didn’t
boundaries and names.
have the technology.
FieldView is a digital
farming platform that
helps producers turn their farm’s data into insights to help them
make management decisions. It is an app-based platform that has
the ability to collect information directly from the tractor (or sprayer
or combine) and then store all of that information on cloud-based
servers.
Computer crash with all your planting files? Run you iPad or phone
over with a tractor? No problem, it’s all saved on the cloud and
accessible from anywhere.
One of my favorite things about working with this service is
helping farmers who have never been able to create a hybrid planting
map because their equipment didn’t have the technology. With the
installation of a few aftermarket pieces and an iPad, I can help them
create color coded records of exactly where they planted each seed
variety.
In the fall, we overlay a yield map and use FieldView’s reporting
features to see exactly how the crop performed by specific field,
variety, and soil type. The iPad and app can be used in a grower’s
combine in the fall to create a yield map as they harvest the field for
instant feedback on the crop’s performance.
10
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Ashley Hartmann is an Activation Specialist for
Bayer Crop Science’s FieldView. She helps farmers
with agronomic data. She and her husband, Dan,
reside in rural Sycamore with their two young
children.

Data being stored online not only allows the
farmer to access their information on the go,
but also allows them to easily share their field
information with trusted agronomic partners.
I spent my summers crop-scouting while I was
in college, using carbon copy pages to draw an
outline of field shapes and waterways and then
marking observation locations with a guess. I had
no idea which variety I was scouting and seldom
knew the planting date.
Technology has revolutionized this process over
the past 15 years. The idea of using an iPad and
GPS for scouting, with access to a field’s details/
history, was something young crop-scout dreams
were made of.
This year, at Hartmann Farms, we will be
running some trials using FieldView to analyze
the results. For example, to run a trial of a specific
chemical, I can create two separate regions in the
same field, one region with the chemical and one
without, and then compare them side by side after
harvest to see difference in yield, grain test weight,
and moisture.
Being involved in the industry professionally
and personally makes the “farming seasons” both
extra exciting and extra chaotic but I am definitely
looking forward to what the 2021 season brings. ■
Ashley Hartmann
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FARM COUNTRY

Members: Take action on tax issues
Farm Bureau members should email President Joe Biden and Congress
urging them to reconsider the “transfer tax” contained in the STEP Act and
allow continued use of stepped-up basis.
Proposed legislation would tax
capital gains at death and eliminate
stepped-up basis as a way to raise
revenue for government spending.
Stepped-up basis is a process that
allows a farmer to pay capital gains
taxes only on a property’s increase
in value since the time that land
was inherited, instead of paying the
full increase in value since it was
purchased by a deceased relative. In
addition, the tax on the new steppedup value is deferred until property is
sold by the surviving family member.
“This proposed asset ‘transfer
tax’ contained in the STEP Act
would be detrimental to our nation’s
small family farmers,” said Richard
Guebert Jr., Illinois Farm Bureau
president. “It wouldn’t take many
acres of farmland, farm machinery
and equipment, buildings or grain
bins to trigger the extremely low $1
million asset threshold.”
“Several years ago when the
threshold was lower, many family
heirs were forced to sell the land
they inherited to pay the estate taxes.
This proposal to eliminate stepped-

up basis would have the same
detrimental effect,” said Guebert.
Illinois Farm Bureau ACT
Members will be alerted in a text
message and an email notification.
Members can then complete the
action request by clicking on the link
in the text message or the “TAKE
ACTION” button in the email.
Many IFB members are also

involved in the American Farm
Bureau Federation’s grassroots
advocacy program, but it is only
necessary to complete the action
request once.

FB ACT needs you to act now

Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

Through Illinois Farm Bureau’s FB ACT (Farm Bureau Agricultural Contact
Team) program, you will be asked to vote and to respond to Farm Bureau action
requests by calling your elected officials on key agricultural issues, emailing
and/or posting on social media. Being involved with legislative and political
activities is a good way to build relationships with elected officials.
FB ACT offers an easy, effective way to advocate for agriculture and
Farm Bureau. Whether you’re already part of FB ACT or just curious about
the program, contact your county Farm Bureau and learn about the latest
opportunities.
To join FB ACT, go to: www.ilfb/fbact. You’ll find an online form to
complete and submit. The information will be sent to the county Farm Bureau
in your county of residence. IFB will contact you about your role as an FB ACT
member.
You also may text the word “FARM” to 52886 to sign up and receive text
messages when Farm Bureau needs you to act.
Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

Farmers renew
pesticide license
Farm Bureau partnered with the
Department of Agriculture to host
in-person testing for pesticide license
renewals. The license is needed for
farmers who apply and purchase
restricted-use pesticides. Following
social distancing restrictions, a
limited number of local farmers
participated in each testing session.
From February through April about
90 farmers completed in-person
testing at the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau Building. ■
12
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Farm Bureau leadership team elected
Farmers impart years of experience
in county organization.
The newly elected DeKalb
County Farm Bureau leadership
team provides a prominent level
of experience and commitment to
the organization. The four farmers
average nearly two decades of Farm
Bureau leadership.
On March 29, the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau Board of Directors
elected officers of the Farm Bureau
Executive Committee, including
a new president. President Mark
Tuttle stepped down after 10 years
to focus on his role as an Illinois
Farm Bureau Director. Replacing
him is new President Steve Bemis,
who formerly served as the county
Farm Bureau’s vice president.
Joining the leadership team
with Bemis is newly elected Vice
President Berkeley Boehne and reelected Secretary Roy Plote and
Treasurer Steve Drendel.
Steve Bemis – Steve Bemis was
elected as the 16th president of
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
joining a prestigious group of
leaders. He is in his 26th year as a
director of the organization.
Steve has served on the Farm
Bureau’s Executive Committee for
11 years, as vice president for one
year, treasurer for seven years, and a
member for three years.
A fifth generation farmer, Steve
grows corn and soybeans in his
family farm operation in rural
DeKalb.
He has three adult daughters:
Emily and Heather Bemis, and
Courtney (Jake) Wright.
Berkeley Boehne – Vice
President Berkeley Boehne returns
to the Executive Committee having
served on the leadership team
previously for six years, from 2013
to 2019. He was vice president for
four years and a member of the
Executive Committee for two years.

Newly elected leaders of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau are officers: (from left) Steve
Drendel, treasurer; Steve Bemis, president; Berkeley Boehne, vice president; and Roy
Plote, secretary.

Berkeley is now serving his 13th
year as a Farm Bureau Director.
The third generation Shabbona
grain and livestock farmer grows
corn, soybeans and wheat and
raises hogs in partnership with his
brother. The Boehnes also have
a trucking and manure hauling
business.
Berkeley has two daughters,
Avery and Madison.
Roy Plote – Secretary Roy Plote
was re-elected to leadership for the
12th year and has been a member
of the Executive Committee for as
many years.
This is Roy’s 19th year serving
as a Farm Bureau Director.
Roy and his brother and son
farm in rural Leland. They grow
corn, soybeans, wheat and hay
and also raise beef cattle. Roy is a
sixth generation farmer and also is
a commodity broker.
He and his wife, Janet, have two
adult sons, Ethan and Avery.
Steve Drendel – Treasurer Steve
Drendel is in his 13th year as an
officer and a member of the Farm
Bureau Executive Committee.
Steve has been a DeKalb County
Farm Bureau Director for 21 years.

The Shabbona grain farmer raises
corn and soybeans and is a sixth
generation family farmer. Steve also
has a farm drainage tile business.
He and his wife, Vickie, have four
adult children: David (Bethany),
Megan and Kevin Drendel, and
Katherine (Brad) Copp. ■

In Memoriam

Farm Bureau regrets losing
some of its family members in
2021.
Three former DeKalb County
Farm Bureau Directors passed
away in February and March.
Gerry Sanderson, DeKalb,
died Feb. 9. He served on Farm
Bureau’s Executive Committee
and as a board member, 19802000.
Cliff Hammett, DeKalb, passed
away on March 1. He was a Farm
Bureau director from 2003 to
2009.
Russ Deverell, Kingston, died
on March 6. He served on the
Farm Bureau Board, 2001-2020.
Farm Bureau extends its deepest
sympathy to the families of these
former directors. ■
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2020 – A Different Year
Scott Newport, Farm Business Farm Management Specialist
The 2020 growing season got off
to a slow start with frequent rainfall
during the planting season. However,
most of the corn and soybeans were
planted timely but experienced excess
rainfall in May and June followed by
a lack of rain in late July and August.
The average corn yield for DeKalb
County FBFM was 198 bushels per
acre while the NASS-USDA average
for DeKalb County was 191 bushels.
In spite of a wet spring, the DeKalb
County FBFM corn yield was the
seventh highest on record.
DeKalb County soybean yields
were 60 bushels per acre and 58
bushels for FBFM and NASS-USDA
averages, respectively.
DeKalb County wheat yields were
69 bushels per acre and 75 bushels

A look at 2021
County Crops
What are local farmers
considering for this year’s field
crops? The number of acres of
crops planted varies from year
to year due to crop rotations.
Corn – In the last few years
farmers have planted between
202,000 and 226,000 acres of
field corn in DeKalb County.
Corn is the county’s top crop.
Soybeans – Soybean acres
have varied from 110,000 to
126,000 acres in the county
in the past couple of years.
Soybeans are the second largest
field crop in DeKalb County.
Wheat – The number of
wheat acres ranges from 3,000
to 5,800 acres each year. Wheat
is the third largest crop in the
county. ■

for FBFM and NASS-USDA
averages, respectively.
Following the prevent
planting year, 2020 brought
increased yields, government
program payments and a
year-end price rally.
Labor and Management
Income increased to $213,310
for DeKalb County FBFM
farms in 2020.
In 2020, USDA-FSA
program payments included
MFP, CFAP, CFAP2,
Following the prevent planting year,
ARC-Co, ARC-IC, PLC
and WHIP+. For the State
2020 brought increased yields,
of Illinois these payments
government program payments and a
averaged $123,522 per farm
year-end price rally.
or 51% of net farm income.
Crop input costs among
Northern Illinois FBFM farms
Most of the livestock farms also
increased slightly in 2020 to $236
produced grain and a significant
per acre.
part of their increase in income is
Market hog prices were very weak
attributable to higher grain farm
for most of 2020 but rallied late in
incomes.
the year and along with government
U.S. and global grain and oilseed
program payments pushed hog farm
stocks were adjusted in late 2020.
incomes sharply higher in 2020.
This lead to sharp price rallies in
Dairy farm incomes were also
these commodities.
higher in 2020 due to slightly higher
The price outlook for corn,
milk prices and government program
soybeans and wheat is the strongest
payments.
it has been in several years. The
Beef cattle feeding margins were
strength in prices has put upward
weaker in 2020 but government
pressure on agricultural production
program payments pushed farm
input costs. The outlook for farm
incomes higher.
earnings in 2021 remains strong. ■

DeKalb County Farm Data – 2020
FBFM
USDA
Corn ......................... 198 bu. ................191 bu.
Soybeans ................... 60 bu. ..................58 bu.
Wheat ........................ 69 bu. ..................75 bu.
Sources: DeKalb County FBFM (based on 140,000 acres), Illinois FBFM, US Department of Agriculture Ag Statistics
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Farm Bureau

pRIORITIES
Identify climate and
conservation programs
that beneﬁt Illinois farmers

The Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB) has developed
an action plan which identifies focus areas to
improve farm profitability in 2021.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau shares highlights of
their policy initiatives in this issue of CONNECTIONS.
This is one of five priorities in the IFB Action Plan.

Goal: To position farmers and rural Illinois to be fairly
compensated in the climate change debate.

IFB continues to explore ideas related to carbon storage in the soil through
soil health improvement practices, carbon trading, and payments for ecosystem
services. Numerous efforts are ongoing to explore ideas and build infrastructure for potential programs.
For Illinois farmers, there are state considerations, in addition to federal and private opportunities, as Illinois is a
signatory to the U.S. Climate Alliance. IFB is closely watching the movements toward environmental justice initiatives
as they are included in future climate policies.

Illinois Farm Bureau Action:
• Update IFB global climate
change policy which was adopted
by AFBF, an example of engaging
in grassroots development and
implementation of policy that
is relevant and impactful for
members.
• Collaborate with the Food and
Agriculture Climate Alliance
to develop and promote shared
climate policy priorities.

• Partner with scientists in climate
science and carbon sequestration
in soils.

• Support research involving the
use of satellites, modeling and
machine learning to help farmers.

• Collaborate with Illinois State
Climatologist to focus on studying
historical and future seasonable
precipitation variability, as well as
assessing climate change impact
reduction as a result of mitigation.

• Back research that seeks to gather
ﬁeld-level emissions data from
commercial bioenergy crops.

• Participate in a Climate-induced
Extremes on Food, Energy, Water
Nexus working group to investigate
the effects of climate change on
food, energy and water systems
and identify and evaluate response
options to these changes.

• Advocate for the opportunity that
agriculture can play in meeting
climate goals.
• Be represented on an advisory
board for a project that implements
pennycress as an overwintering
cover crop as well as exploring
the potential of pennycress in
lowering carbon emissions and
sequestering carbon. ■
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FAMIlY hEAlTh

Ah, Asparagus

Spring is here. Soon we will be out gathering those first shoots of
spring. Rhubarb, arugula, herbs and asparagus, to name just a few.
Let’s take a closer look at asparagus. It is very easy to prepare and
cooks quickly, a nice contrast to the tough skinned, long cooking winter
roots.
Asparagus is best prepared as soon as possible after harvest. Select
spears that are moist on the ends and the tops are still firmly closed.
These qualities indicate recent harvest.
For optimal storage refrigerate in an open plastic bag. If spears are
limp, rehydrate by trimming the end and placing in cold water in the
refrigerator; give it about 45 minutes.
Asparagus comes in different varieties. Green is the most common and
the size of the spears vary. Purple is a bit sweet raw but when cooked it
is the same color and taste as green. White has a mild ﬂavor and is best
peeled as the skin is tough and can be bitter.
To remove the tough ends hold the asparagus about halfway down and
bend the stalk until it snaps. Use the tough ends to make a stock so don’t
discard. Place in a saucepan, cover with water and simmer, strain and
use the liquid to make asparagus soup in place of vegetable stock.

Grilled Asparagus, Egg, Arugula and Cheese Panini

1. Mix lemon juice, zest, salt, pepper, olive oil,
chives and mint. Pour over asparagus spears on
shallow dish. Set aside.

1 T fresh squeeze lemon juice
½ tsp. freshly grated
lemon zest
Salt and pepper to taste
2 T olive oil
1 tsp. fresh chives
1 tsp. chopped fresh
mint leaves
8 small to medium asparagus
spears trimmed
1 T butter
2 large eggs
Mayonnaise or butter for
toasting the bread
4 slices (1/2 inch thick)
sourdough bread or other dense bread
1 cup baby arugula rough chop
4 oz. favorite cheese sliced

2. Heat a grill or stove top grill pan over medium
high heat.

Adapted from “The Vegetable Butcher” Cara Mangini
Makes 2 sandwiches

Join us virtually in the kitchen for a class.
Share with your friends.
To register go to
www.Kish-calendar.nm.org
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Rachel Koroscik and Jo Cessna teach classes on
healthy eating, healthy cooking and healthy lifestyles
at the Leishman Center at Kishwaukee Hospital.
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3. Using tongs transfer asparagus to grill and cook
turning frequently for even browning. This will
only take about 3 minutes as you want a tender
spear with a bit of crispness. Pull from grill
and place back into the marinade. If using right
away leave them at room temperature. You can
store them in the marinade in the refrigerator
overnight; to use bring to room temperature
before assembling sandwich.
4. Fry the eggs in the butter to desired doneness.
Or you could poach the eggs and drain well.
Set eggs aside.
5. Assemble the sandwiches. Spread one side
of each slice of bread with soft butter or
mayonnaise. On cutting board or counter lay
two of the slices with buttered side down.
Divide half of the cheese, then asparagus, egg,
arugula and then other half of cheese.
6. Drizzle the marinade over the filling.
7. Place other slices of bread on top with buttered
side up.
8. Place in panini press or on hot ﬂat griddle, press
down. When golden ﬂip and repeat. ■

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation for Agriculture
Help us celebrate the
DeKalb County Farm
Bureau Foundation’s
35th year by

Giving A Gift of 35!
We need your support as we
continue to cultivate understanding
and awareness of agriculture by
connecting people to food and
farming.

You can...

With your help, we can boost our
agricultural outreach and education.

Donate to one of our existing funds:
- Tom & Joan Fenstermaker Ag in the Classroom Fund
- DeKalb County Soil & Water Conservation District Fund
- Memorial Fund
- Scholarships Funds (Ag Discipline, Joe Barshinger Ag,

Arden & Dorothy Baie, DeKalb Ag, Medical, Robert Morley Science,
Orville A. Olson Ag, Bob & Norma Wildenradt Ag, General,
Jeff Hartmann Summer Ag Institute Scholarships)

- Unrestricted General Fund

Or...

Give annually or a one-time gift of $1,000+

and be included on our donor wall in the Farm Bureau lobby.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau

Give a Gift of 35
$35

Provides Ag in the Classroom
supplies to grow young minds
in one classroom.

$350

Funds a farm field trip for 100
students, plus resource materials.

$3500

Supports scholarships for two college
students studying agriculture. ■

To donate online go to: PlantALegacy.org/35years
or send contribution to: DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation,
1350 W. Prairie Dr., Sycamore, IL 60178.
April/May 2021 CONNECTIONS
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SChOlARShIpS

Apply now for Foundation Scholarships
Don’t wait. Get some cash for your college education.
Up to 24 college scholarships will
be awarded to local students through
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation for Agriculture.
The Farm Bureau Foundation offers
seven different college scholarships to
students of Farm Bureau families. A
variety of scholarships are available for

any field of study, for science majors,
ag majors and medical students.
College students may apply for
these scholarships online at: www.
PlantALegacy.org/scholarships.
Students who have received these
scholarships in the past are eligible
to apply again, providing they are in

For college sophomores, juniors & seniors
Ag Discipline Scholarships – These ag scholarships are
available to college students in agriculture-related degree
programs. Up to four scholarships valued at $1,200 each
will be awarded to college sophomores, juniors and
seniors with aspirations of an agricultural career. The Ag
Discipline scholarships have been awarded annually by
Farm Bureau since 1989.
Bob & Norma Wildenradt
Ag Scholarship – Bob
and Norma Wildenradt
established this scholarship
in 2020 to benefit a student
majoring in an ag-related
field of study in pursuit of a
future career in agriculture.
The Wildenradts of Sycamore
have a real affinity for
agriculture and passion for assisting young people. One,
$2,000 scholarship will be awarded to a student in their
sophomore, junior or senior year enrolled at a college in
the state of Illinois.
DeKalb Ag Scholarship – The DeKalb Ag Scholarship
was developed in 2020 to pay tribute to the DeKalb
Ag company which originated in DeKalb, Illinois.
Initial donations to this scholarship were provided by
the DeKalb Ag Alumni Association and its members
to carry on the ag company’s namesake. This $1,200
scholarship is for college students in their sophomore,
junior or senior year with an agriculture-related degree
and eventually a career in agriculture.

good standing with their Farm Bureau
membership. Parents of students must be
Farm Bureau members two years prior
to having their children apply for the
scholarships. Other eligibility requirements
are specified on the Foundation website.
The deadline to apply for Foundation
scholarships is Friday, June 11.

For college juniors & seniors
Arden & Dorothy Baie
Scholarships – These
scholarships were established in
memory of Arden and Dorothy
Baie of Waterman by their
daughters in 2015. The Baie
farm couple were avid supporters
of agriculture and education.
The Baie Scholarship is available to college juniors
and seniors pursuing any field of study. Two, $1,200
scholarships will be awarded to deserving students.
Orville A. Olson Ag Scholarship –
The Olson family created this
scholarship in 2019 in memory
of their father, Orville A. Olson,
a lifelong Cortland farmer.
Orville’s legacy continues with this
endowed scholarship earmarked
for a deserving agricultural student.
One $1,200 scholarship will be
awarded to a college junior or senior
majoring in an agriculture-related degree and seeking a
career in a field of agriculture.
Robert Morley Science Scholarships – A former
DeKalb science teacher, Robert Morley gifted the Farm
Bureau Foundation with a generous endowment for
scholarships upon his passing. The first science-related
scholarships were awarded in 2007. Multiple scholarships
of $1,200 each are awarded annually to juniors and
seniors in college majoring in a field of science.

For medical students
Medical Scholarships – The Medical Scholarship
program, started in 1975, assists students with their
medical degrees. Funds for these scholarships were derived
from a trust fund of the DeKalb County Producers Supply
Company, an affiliated Farm Bureau company which used
to provide vaccines and livestock supplies for farmers
18
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in the 1930s-1960s. The scholarships are available to
students studying to become physicians, optometrists,
nurses, dentists and other medical professions. A student
must currently be in medical school or accepted to medical
school or in a four-year nursing program. Two, $2,000
scholarships will be awarded annually. ■

SChOlARShIpS

Teaching Agriculture
Jenna Baker is a first year ag teacher at Tri-Point High
School in Cullom, Illinois.

Jenna attributes her Leland farm background and
ag classes taken at Somonauk High School for her ag
teaching career path. She obtained her bachelor’s degree
in Agricultural Leadership & Science Education from the
University of Illinois and began teaching ag classes last
August.
“My favorite part of teaching agriculture is being able
to build relationships with students and teach a variety of
hands-on, applicable topics,” said Jenna. “No two days
are the same, and being able to expose students to the
agricultural industry while helping them find their passions
and strengths is the
most rewarding part
“The opportunity to receive
of the job.”
Jenna Baker enjoys helping students learn more in ag classes.
“I always tell my
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
She got her inspiration to teach from her farm background and
students that there
high school ag classes.
scholarships provided
is something for
necessary financial support
everyone in agriculture,” Jenna noted,
“no matter what your interests are.”
“My two ag teachers, Toni Gabriel
for my college education.”
Jenna is one of two ag teachers
and Sarah Landers, had a significant
at Tri-Point High School located in
impact on me in high school. Now
Cullom, Illinois, in Livingston County. During her first year of teaching she
that I have almost a year under my
taught Introduction to Agriculture, Horticulture, Farm to Fork (ag production
belt, I know that I made the right
& foods), Advanced Food Science, and Environmental Science. At Tri-Point,
career choice,” said Jenna.
they also offer classes in agricultural science, mechanics, and business.
Looking back at the past, the
The high school has over 30 FFA members and 60 students in ag classes,
DeKalb County native received
which is about half of the high school student body.
Farm Bureau scholarships to assist
Both ag classes and FFA looked different this past year; the majority of their
with her college education expenses.
FFA events and contests were virtual.
“The opportunity to receive DeKalb
Jenna admits that “teacher” was never on her list of possible careers. It
County Farm Bureau scholarships
wasn’t until her senior year in high school that she decided to pursue a career
provided necessary financial support
as an ag teacher.
for my college education. As a
scholarship recipient, I am also very
grateful that organizations like Farm
(From left) TriBureau are so willing to support
Point has two
local students in furthering their
ag teachers and
education,” she said.
FFA advisors,
including Jenna
The 22-year-old is the daughter
Baker. Diana
of DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Loschen is
members Rodney and Cindy Baker.
retiring at the
In the future Jenna hopes to grow
end of this
Tri-Point’s
ag program and FFA
school year and
chapter, continue her professional
will be replaced
development as a teacher and obtain
by Kylie Miller,
who was a
a master’s degree in agricultural
student teacher.
education in the coming years. ■
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Farm Bureau’s

New Leader

Farm Bureau, farming, and sports are Steve Bemis’ big three.

20
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When Steve Bemis was elected as the new DeKalb County Farm
Bureau President he knew that it would require the same passion
as his lifestyle of farming and interest in sports. “I saw the need
to step up and serve in this leadership role,” said Steve. “I had the
experience and it was my time.”

Family Ties to Farm Bureau
Steve’s family has been part of the Farm Bureau family for
generations. His father, Jerry, served on the county Farm Bureau
Board and was president of the FS supply company. His mother, Sue,
is a former Women’s Committee member and worked at the Extension
office in the Farm Bureau Building.
In his twenties, Steve played on Farm Bureau’s fast pitch and slow
pitch softball teams and basketball teams. He also participated in
Young Farmers.
At the age of 32, Steve was elected to the Farm Bureau Board in
DeKalb Township in 1995. He assumed his father’s seat on the board
after Jerry had served as a director for 17 years.
“The first year I was on the Farm Bureau Board my first vote
was approving the building of the new Farm Bureau Center for
Agriculture. It was a big decision then. Now the building is already
25 years old.” said Steve.
A few years after being on the board Steve was elected to the
Executive Committee serving as a member, then treasurer for
seven years and last year was vice president.
In 25 years he has seen many changes in the farm organization,
most notably the reduction in farmers. “There’s a shrinking pool
of farmers participating in Farm Bureau activities (based on
fewer farmers). And our farmers are getting older,” explained
Steve.
That’s why the new Farm Bureau president plans to reach
out and talk to young farmers to get them involved. “Young
farmers need to realize how important they are to our
organization. They are the future,” he said.
Steve recognizes the greatest asset of the grassroots
organization is being the “voice of agriculture.” The new
president further stated that lobbying for legislation and
developing policy are essential to farmers and agriculture.
He also is a proponent of education having been an Ag
in the Classroom presenter for more than a quarter of a
century. This is the first year he missed talking to third
graders about field corn due to pandemic restrictions.
When Steve was elected president he said he wasn’t
doing it for himself, but with the support of the 17-member
board. “I hope to accomplish things as a board and
continue to build on the good relationships that are already
there. With communication we can function effectively and
efficiently,” said the Farm Bureau president.

Steve Bemis - At A Glance
Tractor Colors: Case IH Red,
John Deere Green, Kubota Orange
Farm Pickup Truck:
3500 Dodge Ram
Favorite Farm Tractor:
8430 John Deere
Favorite Farm Season: Fall Harvest
Best Farm Job: Driving the combine
Best Farm Change:
Technology, Modern Equipment
Technology: Auto-steer, GPS,
Variable Rate Technology
Cell Phone: iPhone 11
Food: Steak
Sports Teams: Illinois Basketball,
Chicago Cubs, Chicago Bulls
Favorite TV Shows: “Andy Griffith”
& “Bonanza” (MeTV)
Hobbies: Softball, Basketball, Golf
Travel: Arizona in winter;
Cheyenne, WY; Europe
Biggest Accomplishment:
Three Daughters – Emily, Courtney,
Heather

5th Generation Farmer
Steve Bemis has always wanted to
be a farmer. Growing up he especially
liked raising beef cattle and horses.
Steve studied agriculture at the
University of Illinois graduating in
1984 with a bachelor’s degree in
agricultural economics.
The college graduate returned to the
family farm only to realize that the
‘80s were some pretty tough years for
agriculture. With a college degree in
hand, his mother asked him, “Are you
sure you want to do this?” Well, he
did and has no regrets. ►
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Farm Bureau’s New Leader

continued

The Bemis’ raised beef cattle and row crops for many years, but
eventually quit feeding cattle in the mid-1990s.
Jerry retired from farming a few years ago and now Steve is
bringing his son-in-law, Jake Wright, into the farm operation.
“Farming has been good for me. And it’s nice to have a son-in-law
to transition our farm,” explained Steve.
Today they grow corn, soybeans and wheat on 2,600 acres in
rural DeKalb with the help of their seasonal employees: Hank
Frazier, Bob and Brad Russell. Their home farm on Gurler Road
is in the center of the farmland which they grow crops, within six
miles of their farm base.

Steve Bemis played
intramural basketball at
the U of I and now enjoys
watching Illini basketball.

22
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Steve, 58, is a fifth generation farmer who
appreciates that the home farm is registered as
a Centennial Farm, having been in the Bemis
family for more than 100 years.
When Steve’s not farming, in the summertime
he enjoys their nearby family pond that lets him
kickback and relax or a good game of golf.

Sports Player and Enthusiast
Steve Bemis loves sports. He played high
school football and basketball with his 6 foot 5
inch stature contributing to the DeKalb teams.
After high school he played on college
intramural teams and later Farm Bureau
sponsored teams.
Then when his girls inherited his height and
talents they, too, were into sports – softball,
basketball and volleyball. And before long
Steve was coaching several of their teams.
His girls were recruited to play collegelevel volleyball. Emily played volleyball at
the University of Arizona for one year, then
transferred to and graduated from Arizona
State University. Courtney played volleyball
and graduated from Miami of Ohio. Heather
graduated from the University of Kentucky
where she was on the mock trial team and
Student Senate.
Emily, 26, and Heather, 23, reside in Chicago.
Emily is a project manager for TMC, a division
of C.H. Robinson. Heather is a forensic
accountant for Meaden & Moore.
Courtney, 25, is married to Jake Wright, who
played basketball at Miami of Ohio and UWMilwaukee. They reside in Glen Ellyn. She
works as a strategy consultant at
Grant Thornton in Chicago
and Jake works on the
family farm and for
the Shoot Away
Company. ►

Steve loves watching sports and
attending sports venues. Illinois
basketball, Cubs baseball and Bulls
basketball top his list as a sports fan.
“Competitive and reliable” are two
traits which best describe the sports
enthusiast and farmer. Putting it simply,
he says, “I like to farm and I like
sports.”
As he looks north from his
farmhouse, Steve sees his growing corn
field that butts up against the I-88 toll
road. Off in the distance is Northern
Illinois University. And right down
the road a few miles to the east is the
new Facebook building which is being
constructed on the farmland which he
once farmed.
Change happens, notes Steve. And
he’s part of the change in agriculture
and in Farm Bureau. ■

The Bemis family includes (from left) Heather, Jake and Courtney Wright, Steve and
Emily.

Change in leadership

Mark Tuttle turned the Farm Bureau gavel over to Steve Bemis
on March 29 after having served for nine years as DeKalb County
Farm Bureau president.
“I have been honored to be president,” said the outgoing leader.
“DeKalb County Farm Bureau is one of the strongest, greatest
boards I’ve been a part of.”
The Somonauk farmer has been on the Farm Bureau Board
for two decades, since 2001. During that time he served on the
Executive Committee and held the offices of secretary, vice
president and president. He served as the organization’s 15th
president.
While he has retired as a county Farm Bureau director, he
continues as president of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation for Agriculture for the seventh year.
Farm Bureau leadership transitioned from the 15th to
The primary reason for stepping down as county Farm Bureau
the 16th president, with Mark Tuttle and Steve Bemis.
president is because Mark currently serves on the Illinois Farm
Bureau (IFB) Board of Directors for District 1, representing
DeKalb, Kane, Lake and McHenry counties. He was elected to the state board in December 2019.
“DeKalb County Farm Bureau is in good hands with leadership and staff,” said Mark. “My thanks to all of them for
their support.”
Farm Bureau thanks Mark for his dedication to the organization which helped strengthen Farm Bureau’s role and
inﬂuence in agriculture. ■
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A glimpse of local history

Walk in the park

Tucked away in the village of Waterman is an
impressive monument honoring the founders of the
area. Built in what was known as Greeley Park, the
huge monument is lost in the redevelopment of the
subdivision over the years.
The Greeley family were residents of Waterman
from early on. In 1857 Eber Greeley purchased 80
This plaque is affixed to the center of a monument dedicated to
the founders and builders of the Waterman community in the park
acres along what is now Elm Street. The property was
developed by Dr. Greeley.
eventually subdivided by the Greeley family and sold
as individual lots.
Mrs. Maud Greeley, Dr. Greeley’s
Greeley Park, or Pioneer Park, was located at the north side of Elm Street, the
wife, was a ﬂower person who
south east corner at the end of the “narrow cement” in Waterman.
planted beautiful ﬂowers to border the
In 1930, Dr. P.E.N. Greeley developed the park which had been a pasture for
park. Evergreens, weeping willows,
a neighbor’s cow. As a physician, Dr. Greeley operated a hospital known as the
maples, sycamore, and elm trees were
East Side hospital which he ran from 1901 until his death in 1940 in Waterman,
planted along with as assortment of
but the park was his passion.
ﬂowering trees including ornamental
plum and thorn apple trees. Shrubs
were represented with white birch,
red and yellow alders and others.
The park became an amazing place
for people to stroll and an incredible
space for botany field trips for
children.
Some large and unusual boulders
found in the area were placed in the
park. Some of the boulders formed a
huge monument with a bronze plaque
which has the inscription: “Erected
to the founders and builders of this
community whose rugged spirit and
sterling character are here typified,
1931.” Many of Dr. Greeley’s
ancestors were among those pioneers.
Dr. Greeley was known to say
that someday the park would be the
beauty spot of Waterman. ■
Information provided by Sue Breese
A monument honoring the founders of Waterman is currently located between two
houses on the southeast side of Waterman in Pioneer Park.
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Conserv FS facility expanded in Waterman
FS is in the midst of a large
expansion project for their
Waterman facility.
The new state-of-the art dry and
liquid fertilizer buildings will handle
ag products more efficiently and
increase the volume of fertilizer
available to farmers.
“At Conserv FS we are committed
to serving the farmers of today while
planning for the future and the needs
of the next generation of farmers,”
said Dave Swigart, General Manager
of Conserv FS.
“This large project at our
Waterman facility demonstrates
our commitment to the future of
agriculture in our territory. We’ve
been serving agriculture for nearly
100 years and this project is an
example of our commitment to serve
the farmer of the future.”
The $12 million expansion
includes a new 7,500-ton dry
fertilizer building equipped with a
24-ton blender and a NTEP certified
auto-batch blending system. The new
building will have the capacity to
load eight semi-trucks per hour.
Also included in this project
is 1.3 million gallons of liquid
fertilizer storage integrated with a
crop protection mixing facility and
warehouse. This new liquid facility
will be equipped with three load bays
providing both top and bottom load
options with “hot-load” capabilities.
There will be a 24/7 unattended
bay for after-hours availability of
nitrogen solution loads with nitrogen
stabilizers. Each of these bays can
easily fill six semi-loads per hour
(18 semi-loads total/hour for the
facility).
“The loading speed of this updated
facility will be up to five times faster
than the existing facility,” said Adam
Day, Agronomy Marketing and Sales
Manager at Conserv FS. “This will

Groundbreaking ceremonies for the new FS fertilizer buildings in Waterman took place
mid-March. Among those commemorating the expansion were (from left) Steve Drendel,
Conserv FS and Farm Bureau Director; Adam Day, FS Agronomy Manager; John Henning,
FS President; Dave Swigart, FS General Manager; Jeff Kimmel, FS Project Manager; and
Greg Millburg, DeKalb County Farm Bureau Manager.

“This large project at our
Waterman facility demonstrates
our commitment to the future of
agriculture in our territory.”
Dave Swigart, Conserv FS
General Manager

allow us to service our customers
at an increased pace while lowering
our daily operating expenses through
improved efficiencies.”
In addition to these upgrades, the
expansion will feature 72,000 gallons
of bulk crop protection product
storage contained in this facility and
ample mini-bulk and package good
storage that will provide tremendous
ﬂexibility and capacity.
Both the dry fertilizer and the
liquid facility will contain automated
systems integrated with ordering,

operations, and accounting software
providing greatly streamlined
processes and improved ﬂow of
information to customers.
“These state-of-the-art facilities
are built with safety and the
environment being foremost in
our thoughts, while at the same
time providing an outstanding
customer experience to our patrons,
gaining them valuable time during
peak-season operations,” said
Jeff Kimmel, Conserv FS Facility
Projects Manager.
The construction, conducted by
Greystone Construction, began in
December 2020 and is predicted to
be completed before the end of the
2021 year.
The Waterman FS facility is
one of two in DeKalb County,
the second one being the Webster
Road DeKalb facility. The Conserv
FS company has a total of 12
facilities located in northern Illinois
and southern Wisconsin and
maintains an office headquarters in
Woodstock. ■
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Agricultural Experiences for Educators
Local, state, and national professional development opportunities for teachers

LOCAL
DeKalb County Summer Ag Institute: Teaching about WATER
(Water, Agriculture, Technology, and Environmental Resources)

About

Our very lives depend on clean, safe, reliable sources of water. How
do farmers and the larger agricultural industry work to protect water
quality and use water efficiently while growing the crops and raising the
livestock which feed us all?
Via farm and agribusiness tours, expert speakers, and ag literacy
resource exploration, this institute will give teachers tools and
background knowledge to broaden students’ understanding of
agriculture as it relates to water use, conservation, and quality.

When

June 14, 15, 16, & 17, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Where

DeKalb County Farm Bureau and area tour sites

Credit, Registration, Cost

• Teachers may earn 30 CPDUs or 2 hours of
graduate credit.
• Register online at http://bit.ly/SAIreg2021.
• The registration fee is $100 for all participants.
• Those wishing to earn graduate credit will also
need to enroll in the course and pay $200 tuition
through the University of St. Francis for a total
SAI cost of $300.
• A limited number of $100 scholarships are
available! See the online registration form for
details. ►

Covid Considerations
1. In or
order to facilitate adequate social distancing,
participation will be limited to 10 teachers.
2. Masks will be required during all indoor
components of the institute.
3. Seating will be adequately spaced for safety.
4. Provided materials will be for personal use only
and not shared.
5. Participants will be asked to maintain social
distancing.
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STATE
Illinois Agriculture in the
Classroom Virtual Teacher
Workshops
About

Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom
will offer hour-long training sessions
for educators to experience ag-themed
lessons, activities, and recommended
children’s books. Four themes will
be covered, each in two-week blocks:
Natural Resources, Livestock, Row
Crops, and Specialty Crops. Teachers
who sign up in advance will be mailed
supplies and resources in order to
try out activities during the training
sessions.

When

The trainings will take place on
Tuesday mornings in June and July.

Where

All sessions will be virtual.

Credit, Registration, Cost

• Teachers who complete each training and submit a reﬂection form will
receive a Certificate of Completion from IAITC which may be presented
to school administration for CPDUs.
• Join the mailing list at http://iaitc.com/summer21 to receive more
information and registration details as it becomes available.
• The IAITC virtual summer workshops are free of charge.

NATIONAL

When

National Agriculture
in the Classroom Conference:
Fields of Dreams

Where

About

The National Agriculture in the
Classroom Organization is proud
to present this annual conference
providing dynamic professional
development to teachers and education
professionals who use agriculture as a
lens for authentic learning experiences.

Conference highlights

• Eight breakout sessions and four
mini-workshops to gather a wealth
of new ideas
• Nine traveling workshops to
experience agriculture first-hand
• Keynote speakers Anton Treuer,
Professor of Ojibwe at Bemidji
State University and author of
many books; and Nicole Jolly, host
and co-writer of the “How Does it
Grow?” video series
• Find out more at https://www.
agclassroom.org/conference/

June 28-July 1

This will be a hybrid conference.
There is an in-person option for
attendees able to travel to Des
Moines, IA, and a virtual option
with a selection of sessions for
attendees to live stream over the
course of the three-day conference.

Credit, Registration, Cost

• One hour of graduate credit
is available from Drake
University, Morningside
College, or Grandview
University for $130. More
information is available at the
registration link below.
• Register online at https://na.eventscloud.com/website/22544/register/.
• The in-person registration fee is $435 if registered by June 1. Full
registration includes all conference meals, breaks, and traveling workshop
on June 29, 2021.
• The virtual registration fee is $50 if registered by June 28. Virtual
registration includes a choice of three live-streamed workshops per hour
over three days and the two keynote speakers. Sessions will be available
to view for three months. ■
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Growing Knowledge of Agriculture in the Classroom
Teaching
School: Sycamore High School
Grades: 8 - 12

Mrs. Kara Poynter

Subjects: Agriculture Sciences
Number of years teaching: 18
Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy connection: I have been a Farm Bureau member for years
and when I became a teacher I connected my students to the Farm Bureau through Ag in
the Classroom presentations, co-hosting the 8th Grade Farm Field Trip, and various other
activities.
What is your favorite unit to teach? I love teaching about the heart in my ag science class!
We learn about the circulatory system and in the end we dissect cow and pig hearts. I love
making the connection to the human heart since they are so similar and the kids love it.
What do you enjoy most about teaching? I love the connections that I make with my
students in the classroom and through FFA events. I have many former students who I keep
in touch with many years later which is very special to me. Also, I love that no two days
are the same. I could be planting in the greenhouse one day, dissecting hearts the next, and
welding another.
Why is it important for students to learn about food and farming? It is crucial for students
to understand that there is more to farming than animals and plants. The process of their
food ending up on their table has so many moving parts. I want them to also learn to be
advocates for agriculture in our community.
Share something memorable from your work. If you were to look at the teachers in Section
6 (local ag teachers), three of them were former students and two of them were my student
teachers. It is fun to see my family tree in agriculture education grow and I love knowing that
I had a hand in helping them pursue their passion.

Personal
Hometown: Maple Park
Family: Husband, Jared, and two
children, Westin (9) and Faith (7); we raise
Shropshire sheep
College/Degree(s): Bachelor’s Degree in
Ag Education from the University of Illinois;
Master’s Degree in Agriculture Education
from University of Illinois; Master’s Degree
in Education Administration from Aurora
University
What did you want to be when you grew
up? A teacher – I remember giving a
speech in 2nd grade stating I wanted to be
a teacher.

Favorites
Quote: “Choose a job you love, and you
will never have to work a day in your life.”
Confucius
Hobbies: Golfing, showing sheep
Music: Country
Sports team: Illini Basketball
TV show: “Yellowstone”
Travel destination: Anywhere tropical ■
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Springtime Cuddles
By Danielle Johansen
Danielle Johansen enjoys taking photos on her family farm in Hinckley, the Johansen Family Flock, where they raise poultry for meat and
eggs. Danielle’s three young children love to help feed, clean, and collect eggs on the farm. Three-year-old Jordyn (seen here) is performing
the most important chore of all… cuddling a fuzzy duckling.

Capture the Country photo Contest
Enter our 2021 Photo Contest for a chance to be published in CONNECTIONS magazine.
• Photo contest is open to local, amateur photographers.
• Take photographs within DeKalb County of anything that represents country life.

• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@
dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief
description of the photo’s location
and the city you are from.
• Each month a winning photo
will be chosen and published in
CONNECTIONS magazine. ■
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Welcome Back with pork Chop Drive-Thru
We miss seeing you, Farm Bureau members! So we’re
having a pork chop/chicken drive-thru to reconnect this
summer.
This will be the first event planned for DeKalb County
Farm Bureau members since the Coronavirus pandemic began
a year ago and prevented large gatherings.
The Welcome Back to Farm Bureau Drive-Thru is
scheduled for Monday, July 12, from 4:30 to 6 p.m. at the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau parking lot.
Last year’s drive-thru
Come see us July 12
was for Prime Timers only
to replace the in-person
for our Welcome Back
annual Prime Timers BBQ.
to Farm Bureau DriveThis year the drive-thru
Thru in the Farm Bureau
is for ALL Farm Bureau
parking lot. Advance meal members, including
Prime Timers. Any one is
purchases only.
welcome to purchase tickets
for the drive-thru and pick up a delicious carryout meal.
The meal will be prepared by 5 B’s Catering and includes: a grilled pork chop
and ¼ chicken, au gratin potatoes, cole slaw, applesauce and a roll.
Cost of the meal is $13.50 for carryout distribution at 1350 West Prairie
Drive, Sycamore.
Not only is this a welcome back event, but also a fundraiser for the Farm
Bureau Foundation. A portion of the meal cost will go to the Ag in the
Classroom program which infuses agricultural literacy into local classrooms.
To register for the Welcome Back to Farm Bureau Drive-Thru stop by the
Farm Bureau office or fill out the form on this page and return with payment
to the Farm Bureau or register and pay online at: www.PlantALegacy.org/
drivethru.

Registration Form

Welcome Back to Farm Bureau Drive-Thru
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Parking Lot
1350 W. Prairie Dr., Sycamore
Monday, July 12, 2021
4:30 - 6 p.m.
Name ______________________________________________________
Number of meals _____ Amount Enclosed ($13.50/meal) __________
Return with check payable to: DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation
1350 W. Prairie Dr., Sycamore, IL 60178 by Wednesday, July 7.
Fundraiser for the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation

30

CONNECTIONS April/May 2021

Meals must be purchased by
Wednesday, July 7. Advance meal
purchases only. ■

pork producers
Scholarship awarded
The DeKalb Area Pork Producers
Association will be awarding two
$750 college scholarships to college
students in 2021.
To be eligible, a student must be
either a senior in high school or
currently enrolled in college in an
undergraduate degree program. A letter
of recommendation is required by a
DeKalb Area Pork Producer member
to accompany the application.
To request the scholarship
application contact Christian
Thurwanger, Pork Producers president,
815-762-8078, christianthurwanger@
yahoo.com or the Farm Bureau
office, 815-756-6361. The completed
application should be delivered to
the Farm Bureau office or emailed to
Christian.
The deadline to apply for the Pork
Scholarship is Friday, May 7. ■

A Day of Giving

Give to the Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture!
Today, children are several
generations removed from the farm.
Their only connection to farming
may be through the food which they
consume.
Farm Bureau’s mission is to connect
children and adults to agriculture
with accurate, up-to-date information
about food production and farming
practices.
Give DeKalb County is an
opportunity to support the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Foundation
through a 24-hour fundraising event

with local nonprofits. Your donation
can go towards Ag in the Classroom
supplies, teacher resources, combine
rides, student farm field trips, student
scholarships or other worthwhile
local programs!
On May 6 consider a donation
to the Farm Bureau Foundation.
Visit www.GiveDeKalbCounty.
org or go directly to www.bit.ly/
givefarmbureau to donate online.
No walk-in donations will
be accepted this year. Oﬄine
donations will be accepted by

$25

$50

PLANT – Ag in the
Classroom Supplies

$75

NURTURE – Teacher
Resources

$100

CULTIVATE – Student
Farm Field Trips

mail at the DeKalb County
Community Foundation, 475
DeKalb Ave., Sycamore, IL 60178
(postmarked by May 6). Go to www.
GiveDeKalbCounty.org to print and
complete a donation form and then
mail with a check to the Community
Foundation.
Your support helps the community
connect to agriculture. ■

GROW – Combine
Rides for Families

$200

HARVEST – Student
Scholarships

April/May 2021 CONNECTIONS

31

SEEN IT
Members, tell us what this is and where you saw it. Send
your response to: connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org or call
us at 815-756-6361 and share your name and address.
Correct answers will be entered into a drawing for a $20
gift card. In the next issue we will reveal the answer and
information about this ag-related photo.

Silo Mural at Chapel in the pines

This painted silo is located at the Chapel in the Pines Wedding & Banquet Center in Sycamore.
The mural depicts a bride and groom riding in a horse-drawn carriage. The painting reads, “Where
happily ever after begins.”
Howard Petersen, one of the venue owners, took on the task of painting the mural after the
professional artist backed out. It took 9 days to complete and used 22 colors of paint.
There was an original mural on the silo, painted in 1978 by a college student. This first painting
featured one of the family’s horses with rolling fields in the background. It lasted almost 40 years!
The winner of last month’s SEEN IT Somewhere contest is Carol Engel of Hampshire who
correctly identified the image. ■
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SEEN IT

March 2021

COUNTRY
Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Creating your post-pandemic Budget
As vaccinations continue to roll out
and restrictions loosen, our saving
and spending may revert to our prepandemic ways. Here are some tips
to look ahead and plan your postpandemic budget.
First, ask yourself: “What
changed?”
• We spent more on eating-in than
eating-out
• As we nested-in-place, we
discovered our homes and apartments
needed improvements
• Many explored home fitness
experiences or experienced the great
outdoors through hiking and walking
• We spent less on commuting costs
and vacation travel
• Many Americans may have
discovered home technology needed
an upgrade to support WFH and
remote learning
• Many saw reduced work hours,
income, or even lost jobs as a result
of the pandemic shutdowns
Next, we need to determine: where
do we go from here?

1. Keep the good.

Were there things that resulted
from the pandemic that had a positive
effect on you, your family, and your
finances? Many gave up the healthclub for a home workout. Pocket
the savings. Did you discover (or
rediscover) a love for home-cooked
meals? Will you go out to eat as
much? Or will pocket the savings?
A recent survey from COUNTRY
Financial revealed that 76 percent of
Americans say they gained or further
developed at least one personal
finance skill this past year.

2. Re-prioritize your goals.

The pandemic and
resulting shutdowns were
far from anyone’s wildest
imaginations last year at this
time. An event like 2020
may not be the last. The
value of a solid emergency
fund can’t be underestimated. If
yours is looking a little meager,
commit to putting some of this
year’s tax refund, subsequent
stimulus checks or a few dollars
out of each paycheck into a savings
account – and don’t touch it. Most
experts recommend at least 3-6
months of essential expenses.

3. Don’t boomerang into G.O.A.T.

Many of us have lived with
restrictions in dining-out and travel
for nearly 12 months or more,
so it’s understandable that we are
excited to G.O.A.T. – Get Out And
Travel (e.g. vacations, cruises, etc.).
Don’t boomerang and lose sight of
your goals.

4. Write down what you want.

If you’ve saved money during
the pandemic and have pent up
spending desire, a good exercise is
to write down what you want and
choose one thing to buy. Writing it
all down still lets you experience it
and helps satiate that need to spend.

5. Use cash instead of credit.

If you and your family have been
dying for some care-free in person
retail therapy, an exercise that works
well to control spending, especially
with kids is to use cash instead of
paying with a credit card. It’s easier
to see the value of money when its
tangible and we tend to spend less.

6. Preserve your cushion but give
yourself some grace.

Holistically, the job economy is
scary right now and the retention of
your job is important. If you’re at
a point where you want to make a
move, make sure you have choices
and have saved up at least 3-6 months
to give yourself some breathing room.
If you have 3-6 months (or more)
worth of living expenses saved up,
its ok to splurge a bit and go out to a
fancy dinner post-pandemic, but with
caution.

7. Make sure your buckets are
ﬁlled.

Leverage online money tools and
make sure your buckets are filled,
including retirement, 3-6 months
savings, life insurance and emergency
fund. Think accumulation and
protection, even on income. ■

www.countryﬁnancial.com
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Rain Barrel Sale
The DeKalb County Soil and Water Conservation District and
Kishwaukee Water Reclamation District are offering a special
onetime rain barrel sale to promote watershed health and
awareness in DeKalb County.
All rain barrels are being sold at $55 (regularly $80) and will
include an informational pamphlet and a unique DeKalb County Watersheds
decal for each barrel. Available colors include black, grey, and terra cotta.
Orders will be taken up to April 30. Order forms are available at: www.
swcdekalbil.org.
Each rain barrel order must be paid in full at time of order.
Pick up day will be Saturday, May 8 from 8 to 11 a.m. at
the Kishwaukee Water Reclamation District, 1301 Sycamore
Rd., DeKalb.
Contact Jeff Woodyatt at 815-756-3234, ext. 3 if you have
questions about the sale or need assistance. ■
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News provided by offices in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture

Watershed Implementation Projects: What can we do?
One of the most important roles of a Watershed Coordinator is to assist
stakeholders who are in a watershed planning area to take the next step in
implementing Best Management Practices (BMP’s) that help to achieve the
goals established in the planning process.
Currently in DeKalb County we have two approved watershedbased plans in the Kishwaukee River watershed and by the end
of the summer a third plan should be approved in the Little
Rock Creek near the City of Sandwich.
Approved Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
watershed-based plans open some funding opportunities for
communities within the watershed area. Funding grants can
assist stakeholders in implementing projects.
A plan identifies critical areas in the watershed that if addressed would have
an impact on pollutants entering the streams and rivers. Examples of these types
of projects would be vegetated filter strips, riparian buffers, wetland creation or
enhancement, and grassed waterways.
To improve erosion control on the whole farm you could increase the amount
of residue left on the farm field by implementing no-till or strip-till practices, or
just by increasing residue from 30% to 60% by doing less tillage. Cover Crops
can scavenge nutrients and provide erosion control as well.
Some of these practices can be cost shared through USDA programs with the
Farm Service Agency, the Natural Resources Conservation Service, and through
the local Soil and Water Conservation District which has programs through the
Illinois Department of Agriculture.

Explore Science & Engineering for Youth Ages 8-12
Imagine it. Build it. Explore it. Achieve it. Are you ready for an adventure?
Join a 4-H Special Interest Club and create your destination.
You do not have to be in 4-H in order to
have fun while learning about science and
engineering at the 4-H Science Club. Meetings
are Tuesdays & Thursdays in June from 6 to
7:30 p.m. Space is very limited so sign up soon.
Join DeKalb County 4-H Science
Ambassadors to explore basic engineering concepts and designs related to
rockets, wind turbines, solar power and machines.
Skills in STEM are fostered when designing and constructing various projects
through hands-on learning. While working together in a small team, explore
how and why things work the way they do and how your team can make
improvements to make them better.
The class is open to anyone ages 8 to 12 years old.
The club will meet on June 8, 10, 15, 17, 22 & 24 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in the
in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Building.
Cost is $20. All the activity supplies will be provided.
Register for the Science Club by June 1 by creating an account at: https://
v2.4honline.com or by calling the University of Illinois Extension office at
815-758-8194. Space is limited so register today! Covid restrictions and safety
guidelines will be followed.
If you have any questions or are interested in learning more about 4-H,
contact Nicole Groezinger, University of Illinois Extension 4-H Program
Coordinator at 815-758-8194 or email her at groezing@illinois.edu. ■

Agriculture lands make up
approximately three quarters
of the watershed in the existing
planned areas. What happens
on the agricultural lands has a
major impact in the watershed
from nutrient loading to sediment
entering the streams.
The Soil and Water Conservation
District encourages stakeholders to
consider implementing practices
that will improve the water quality
within the watershed making
it better for your family and
the ecosystem that exists in the
community.
If you would like more
information on the plan and what
you can do to help visit the DeKalb
County Watersheds website:
https://dekalbcountywatershedsil.org or contact Dean Johnson with
the DeKalb County Soil and Water
Conservation District at 815-7563234, ext. 3. ■

DeKalb County 4-H
Foundation Drive-Thru
On June 23 the DeKalb County
4-H Foundation, along with the
DeKalb Area Pork Producers, will be
conducting their annual Pork Chop
Drive-Thru Dinner at the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Building.
Cost is $12. Meal includes two
pork chops, macaroni salad, baked
beans, applesauce and a roll. Tickets
can be purchased from area 4-H
club members, Foundation Board
members, and the DeKalb County
Extension Office. To purchase tickets
online go to: https://go.illinois.
edu/4-HPorkChopDinner. Purchase
deadline is Friday, June 11.
Pick up times will be from 4 to 6:30
p.m. at the Farm Bureau Building. All
proceeds go to support the DeKalb
County 4-H program. With questions
about the dinner or how to purchase
tickets contact the Extension Office at
815-758-8194. ■
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For Farm Bureau Families

Member Tickets only $24.99
Go to:

2021 Good-Any-Day Ticket (centeredgeonline.com)
Enter Code: 2021CDCFB

Opening Day- Saturday, May 8, 2021
Santa’s Village, 601 Dundee Ave., East Dundee, IL
847-426-6751
36
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Your farm is your legacy
Let us help you protect it with customized farm insurance.
Phil Hasz

David Gingerich

Dan Howes

Steve Klopfenstein

Kathy Martin

Dean Miller

(815)756-8026
(815)824-2920

Chris Patterson
(815)756-9536

Karolina Skinner
(815)786-2209

(815)784-6688
(815)786-6584

Craig Popp

(815)756-9536

Gavin Wilson
(815)748-7064

Farm insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomington, Illinois.

0820-505HC_B_68662-1/20/2021

(815)756-9536

(815)748-7064

Mike Shipley
(815)756-9536

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. prairie Drive
Sycamore, Il 60178

