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FROM DISEASE, NOT CURE THE PLANTS AFTER THE 
DISEASE HAS DEVELOPED.
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An Investment in Agriculture
As a farmer I understand the benefits of having a 

voice for agriculture at the local, state, and national 
levels. And quite frankly, I don’t always have the time 
needed to monitor all the issues facing agriculture with 
the daily activity on my farm. That’s why I rely on 
Farm Bureau.

In many ways Farm Bureau is like a Chamber of 
Commerce that represents my industry, agriculture. 
Similar to businesses in town, I invest in Farm Bureau 
to help represent my farm and my neighbors. All 
things considered, it is one of the best returns on my 
investment.

In July, nearly 1,500 farmer members will be asked 
to renew their investment in an organization that 
gives them a voice. This year the investment has been 
increased to cover the cost of inflation, since we last 
adjusted dues in 2003. But, all in all, a $16 increase 
is well worth the collective voice we share on issues 
impacting DeKalb County farms. There’s nowhere     
else that I can invest $64 and get the collective voice 
needed to protect my farming interests.

As a member – whether you are actively farming, 
grew up on a farm, own farmland, a professional 
involved in the agricultural industry or you share an 
interest in Farm Bureau’s programs and services – 
you are a part of agriculture.

Being the voice of agriculture and representing 
farmers is what Farm Bureau is all about.
I hope that you find value in your Farm Bureau 
membership through benefits, services, and your 
participation. 

Thank you for your membership and investment in 
agriculture! ■
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Find the kernel and win!
Let’s see if you can find the kernel 

(resembling the one here) in this month’s 
issue of our magazine and be eligible to 
win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-
756-6361, by July 30 for your chance to 
win. 

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact 
description of the location of the kernel 
on that page. You will also need to 
include your name, address and phone 
number in the email.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the kernel 
contest was Nancy Plote of Malta. The 
kernel was hidden on page 22 in the 
owl of the FFA emblem of the June 
CONNECTIONS. ■

Follow us!
 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine 

www.CultivateConnections.org

Farm Bureau Main Site 
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org

Foundation for Agriculture 
www.PlantALegacy.org

Ag Literacy 
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to: 
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
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On Prairie Drive
   Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Calendar
AUGUST 
Aug. 6-8 
DeKalb County 4-H Livestock Show 
Sandwich Fairgrounds

Aug. 10 
Farm Bill Listening Session 
8 a.m.  
Register by Aug. 6

SEPTEMBER 
Sept. 6 
Labor Day Holiday 
Farm Bureau Office closed

Sept. 8-12 
DeKalb County Sandwich Fair

Sept. 13 
Prime Timers Lunch & Program 
Music by Truman’s Ridge Band 
12-Noon 
Register by Sept. 7

Sept. 16 
SILO Film 
A film about grain entrapment 
4 & 7 p.m. showings with dinner 
Register by Sept. 13

Farm Bureau Office 
Open for Business
The Farm Bureau office is open 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Please stop by or call 815-756-6361 
to reach us and to meet with staff. 

Chosen Roads
Driving down our country road I think about 

where roads take us. I’ve spent most of my farm life 
on Miller Road – during my childhood on Miller 
Road in rural Seneca and my married life on Miller 
Road outside of Waterman. Same road name just 40 
miles apart.

As I gaze at rural road signs I often wonder 
how some roads got their names. Is Miller Road 
named after the farm family on our road? Was it a 
coincidence that my old road in LaSalle County was 
the namesake of Miller Township? I’ll need to dig 

deeper to get answers (but I’ll save that for another story). In the meantime, let me 
go back to my thoughts on where roads take us. 

My country road took me to DeKalb County Farm Bureau several years ago. 
Here, I’ve had the pleasure of working with many of the same staff members for 
decades. Some have retired and others, like me, are still here. 

Sherry Johnson, our Graphic Designer, has chosen to retire after 27 years. She’s 
the one who makes this magazine look great! We have really appreciated her talents 
and have enjoyed having her as part of our Farm Bureau team. We will miss her 
dearly but wish her all the best in retirement.

Assuming the role of Graphic Designer and Associate Director of Information 
is Anna Schelkopf. Anna’s job has changed in five years and now will focus on 
graphic design and assisting with varied Farm Bureau information tasks, including 
social media. 

For these two women, my co-workers and friends, their journeys are changing. 
Their chosen roads lead to different destinations. Regardless of our chosen roads, 
we will always remember once sharing the same path. ■
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By the
 NUMBERS

Pollinators, like bees and butterflies, help flowers pollinate  
and ensure that we have food to eat. 

In the U.S., more than 150 crop plants require pollinators. 

It is estimated that 1 of every 3 bites of food that we eat is related to actions of pollinators. That action 
is transferring pollen to fertilize plants. 

Without pollinators, many plants like fruits and vegetables could not reproduce – 90% of apples, 
blueberries and cherries are pollinated by bees.

Staple food grains like corn, soybeans and wheat do not need pollinators because they are  
self-pollinated or wind-polllinated.

Bees and butterflies contribute to a healthy environment and healthy ecosystems. ■

Source: Illinois Department of Natural Resources

Bees & Butterflies
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Back to Nature
Pollinator Habitats gain 
popularity in county

There’s a growing trend for 
pollinator habitats in rural DeKalb 
County. Landowners are turning some 
of their corn acres into pollinator 
habitat as part of the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP).

Nearly 9% or about 454 acres of 
the CRP acres are enrolled in the 
Pollinator Habitat Initiative.

So why are some local landowners 
converting their cornfields into 
prairies with pollinator plants?

Pollinator plants attract  
a variety of bees

“We have lost so much of the 
prairie and the diversity of plant 
material in our county,” explains 
Anita Zurbrugg. “I like to support 
pollinators which we depend upon. 
Most crops and foods we eat rely on 
pollinators to develop their seeds, 
nuts and/or fruit.”

Anita’s first inspiration for prairie 
and pollinator plants came from 
her late husband, Mike. “He was 
intrigued by prairies and their 
habitat,” said Anita. They transformed 
a cornfield into a native prairie over 
30 years ago and built a pond on their 

land located southwest of DeKalb.
After the loss of her husband, Anita 

would frequent the pond and prairie 
as therapy and over time planted trees 
and gardens. Once she decided to 
build a net-zero energy efficient house 
on her rural landscape, she resolved to 
put a little more than six acres in CRP 
for pollinators. Her small acreage in 
front of her house was well-suited for 
that.  

Five years ago she enrolled in the 
CRP and contracted with the local 
Soil & Water Conservation District 
to seed her pollinator acres. Before 
seeding, she mowed and tilled the 
ground in order to manage the weeds. 

“Soil preparation is critical with 
pollinators,” said Anita, “And using 
high quality native seed with more 
forbs (flowers)/less grasses is also 
important.” She used 75 varieties of 
native wildflowers and grasses.

Anita has learned so much about 
managing pollinator habitat, even 
though she inherited her green thumb 
from her parents and grandparents. 
And don’t ignore the fact that she 
has quite the plant pedigree – earned 
a college degree in horticulture, was 
the county’s Extension horticulture 
adviser, farmed for many years with 
the Faivre family, and is currently a 
Master Naturalist. ►

Anita Zurbrugg maintains pollinator habitat and prairies on her 
farm and around her rural DeKalb homestead. She says she 

now is able to identify a variety of bees.
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Impact of 
Pollinator Habitats

Lessons she has learned are:  
1. During the first year, mow the 
pollinator plants every three to four 
weeks until frost (you won’t kill 
them), 2. Using quality seed mixes 
pays off; don’t be temped to buy 
cheap mixes, 3. Start small so you 
don’t get discouraged and are less 
inclined to continue.

“The biggest misconception of 
planting a prairie is that it will take 
care of itself. Not unlike other crops, 

it has its own requirements,” she said. 
“It takes 8-10 years to establish a 
prairie.” 

 She manages her 10-acre property, 
along with her farmland on Nelson 
Road. In her pollinator acres, Anita 
has re-seeded bare spots, dug up 
invasive weeds and put plugs in where 
needed as part of its maintenance. 
“The key is to stay on top of it. Keep 
ahead of the weeds. Burn parts of it 
every year,” she stated. 

When she was working full time 
(for Brown Law firm, then American 
Farmland Trust, and lastly the DeKalb 
County Community Foundation) and 
raising her family, she didn’t have as 

“I like to support pollinators 
which we depend upon. Most 
crops and foods we eat rely on 
pollinators.”    Anita Zurbrugg

Assorted wildlife returns to rural landscape

The Kaalaas’ welcome the return of wildlife to their pollinator habitat. 
Randy Kaalaas and Kelley Kaalaas Rippentrop say their father, Don, 

enrolled one-third of his farmland acres into CRP.

much time to commit to her prairie. 
Now that she’s retired she spends 
about 15 hours a week maintaining 
the prairies. 

“The more I learn about native, 
natural habitats and ecosystems, the 
more motivated I am to continue,” 
Anita said. “I’m learning to 
distinguish bees and I have a bigger 
variety of bees and butterflies each 
year.”

Her biggest challenge – “to 
appreciate what’s there (instead of 
what needs to be done).” But she 
does, especially with her three adult 
children and five granddaughters. 

• Insect pollination is integral to 
food security – honey bees 
enable the production of more 
than 90 crops.

• Native plant habitat attractive 
to pollinators will also attract 
beneficial insects that are 
predators of crop pests.

• Honey bee pollinated habitat 
vegetation promotes carbon 
sequestration and soil health.

• Conservation covers decrease 
wind and water erosion, and 
improve water quality by 
intercepting sediment and 
nutrients.

• Native plants attractive to 
pollinators also are good habitat 
for wildlife species including 
pheasant, quail and other game 
species. 

                

The Kaalaas family appreciates 
the natural beauty of their 98-acre 
pollinator habitat on their farmland 
enrolled in CRP. The colorful flowers 
and tall prairie grass offer aesthetic 
appeal. 

But they also enjoy the wildlife – 
like deer, pheasants and rabbits – that 
are returning to their rural landscape 
located southwest of Kirkland on Irene 
Road.

Farmer Don Kaalaas was an avid 
hunter and trapshooter up until he 
turned 84. So he particularly likes the 

thought of wildlife trapesing through 
the prairie grass and flowers as does 
his son, Randy, from his backyard that 
backs up to the pollinator habitat.

“Dad loves seeing wildlife, so the 
pollinator habitat has been something 
that he has enjoyed the last couple of 
years,” said Randy. “He likes taking a 
drive to see the wildlife and also how 
the plants change with the seasons.”

Don enrolled about one-third of  
his farmland acres into the CRP in 
2017. The rest remains in corn and  
soybeans. ►

   Source: USDA
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CRP: Pollinator Habitat Initiative
The Conservation Reserve 

Program (CRP) provides farmers 
and landowners with initiatives 
to achieve many farming and 
conservation goals. One of those 
is the Pollinator Habitat Initiative 
(CP-42) which enhances honey bee 
and native pollinator populations.

In DeKalb County there are over 
5,100 acres enrolled in CRP. Nearly 
9% of the CRP acres or about 454 
acres are enrolled in the Pollinator 
Habitat Initiative.

CP-42 offers landowners a way 
to create long-lasting meadows 
of native wildflowers that support 
pollinators and other wildlife 
populations. By increasing pollinator 
habitat farmers are contributing to 
crop pollination on farms where their 
habitat needs are met. 

Farmers receive annual payments 

continuedBack to Nature
“The CRP program was enticing to 

Dad because it complemented other 
conservation practices he had in place,” 
said Kelley Kaalaas Rippentrop, 
Don’s daughter. “He has established a 
4-acre pond, a 5-acre windbreak and 
waterways so a pollinator habitat was a 
good addition.”

“As he grew older and was renting out 
this farm ground it made sense to have 
some of it in CRP acres,” said Kelley. 

The Kaalaas’ contracted with the Soil 
and Water Conservation District to seed 
their pollinator habitat with an air-seeder 
four years ago.

Kelley described the pollinator habitat 
as naturally divided by waterways, in 
three sections. Each year they burn one 
section or one-third of the CRP ground 
as part of the required maintenance.  
The most recent burn occurred in April. 

“It’s an excellent way to utilize 
farmland, but not put all of it into 

pollinator habitats,” said Kelley. “It’s 
a chance to pick the land that is not as 
productive as other land for CRP acres.” 

Randy agreed, suggesting that the 
CRP acres consist of more rolling 
ground of their parent’s farmland acres. 

Randy, Kelley and brother Kurt grew 
up farming with their parents Don and 
Audrey on their farmstead on Quarry 
Road. Now, Randy is a retired mail 
carrier and Kurt is a soon-to-be retired 
UPS pilot. Kelley is a real estate and 
consumer loan officer at First National 
Bank in Amboy.

Kelley who lives a mile west of the 
CRP acres, drives her 4-wheeler along 
the waterways and fence lines checking 
out the pollinators. “I have noticed more 
pollinators, like bees and butterflies, and 
birds every year.”

“We all enjoy the benefits of the 
pollinator habitat – the wildlife and the 
pollinators,” said Randy. ■

(comparable to cash rent) for CRP 
acres per a 10-year contract and a 
cost-share payment covers up to 50 
percent of costs of establishing the 
practice. 

Acres selected for the CP-42 must 
be at least .5 acres and an approved 
conservation plan that addresses CRP 
resource concerns. 

The CRP program is administered 
by the Farm Service Agency of 
the USDA. The Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) 
provides technical support and locally 
the DeKalb County Soil & Water 
Conservation District is available to 
install/seed pollinator acres.

For more information about the 
CRP Pollinator Habitat Initiative 
contact the local USDA Farm Service 
Agency. ■
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DeKalb County Barn Tour is back for August

After a year hiatus because of the 
COVID-19 virus, the organizers are 
more than happy to announce that the 
DeKalb County Barn Tour is back for 
2021. 

This year's tour will be held in 
the southeastern part of DeKalb 
County in Somonauk and Sandwich 
townships on Aug.14, starting at 9 
a.m. 

 The tour consists of six barns and 
an historic old country church. 

The barn tour is a self-guided tour. 
You start at any of the properties on 
the tour, buy your ticket ($25 for a 
car load and includes a guide book), 
tour that property, and learn its 
history from each of the owners. 

You can follow the map in the 
guide book or go to any of the barns 
in any order you prefer. Stay at 
each barn as long as you want, take 
pictures, and enjoy the fresh country 
air.   

On the tour you will see the 
historic Somonauk UP Church built 
in the mid-1800's. It was the first 
church built in DeKalb County and 
its early members were involved in 
the Underground Railroad. 

One barn has been completely 
refurbished inside and is now set up 
for family entertainment. There is at 
least one barn that is on a Centennial 
Farm. There is also a barn with a 
horse stable on the tour this year.

Most properties will be having 
some type of farm related activity. 
All the properties will be showing 
photos and mementos that are unique 
to that property. Several vendors on 
the tour will be selling fresh produce 
and honey. Several properties will 
have farm animals there. 

More information can be found on 
the Facebook page "Barn Tour Of 
DeKalb County IL." 

The Barn Tour is a fundraiser for the J.F.Glidden Homestead and the DeKalb 
Area Agricultural Heritage Association (DAAHA). Tickets can be purchased 
onsite or in advance at www.DAAHA.org. ■

Southern DeKalb County barn 
doors open for tour

The OakDale barn on West Sandwich Road has been well maintained and refurbished for 
family entertainment. Owners Joe and Deb Fraser will share its history on the Aug. 14 
Barn Tour.

Barn Tour Locations
1. Somonauk United  
Presbyterian Church 
14030 Chicago Rd.
Somonauk

2. Don and Mary Ann Ehmke 
5555 Governor Beveridge Rd.
Somonauk 

3. John and Lori Carey    
5101 West Sandwich Rd.
Sandwich

4. Joe and Deb Fraser
3161 West Sandwich Rd. 
Sandwich

5. Sandwich Fair Horse Barn #1 
and Dairy Barn #7
1401 Suydam Rd.
Sandwich
Sandwich Fair Grounds - Gate 3

6. Nick and Courtney Gudmunson 
1602 Governor Beveridge Rd. 
Somonauk

7. Mike and Lorraine Banks
1252 Council Rd.
Somonauk
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the

Drew Kuhn is a 4th generation hog 
and grain farmer. He manages a 
wean-to-finish swine farm owned 
together with his brother. Drew and 
his wife, Kayla, and daughter, Avery, 
live in Genoa.

Hiking the Smoky Mountains was breathtaking and enjoyable on a week-long camping trip as our family vacation this summer.

Family Vacation
As a new self-employed hog farmer it can be challenging to get away 

for a family vacation, however it is something that is important to my 
family. 

Stepping away from the farm for a week means finding someone else to 
complete daily chores, make feed for the pigs and keep a close eye on the 
health of the animals. Entrusting others to take care of your livestock is 
not what farmers do very often.

Fortunately, I have close and extended family that are knowledgeable 
and willing to do chores and help run the farm in order for my family and 
I to vacation. 

My wife, one year old daughter, and I were able to take a week-long 
camping trip in June to visit two national parks. We traveled to Smoky 
Mountains National Park and Mammoth Cave National Park where we 
did lots of exploring, hiking, and spending time outdoors. 

It was nice to step away from the farm for the week to relax and 
refresh.

Although I love my job working on the farm and completing the daily 
tasks, I believe it is important to take vacations as well. 

Traveling is something my wife and I have always enjoyed doing 
together. It is something we hope to continue to do as a family and plan 
to check more national parks off our bucket list in the future! 

Taking this time away from 
the farm is a great mental health 
check for me as well as having the 
opportunity to keep making fun 
memories as a family. ■
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Farm families,
mobile phones, 
farm equipment, 
hairstyles,
technology...

But one thing that hasn’t changed, 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau continues 
to offer members TREMENDOUS VALUE 
for farmers and landowners. 

So it’s been 18 years 
since Farm Bureau has 
increased membership 
dues. Effective Sept. 
1, 2021, farmer 
member dues will be 
$64 annually. With 
this less than a dollar 
per year increase we 
are now comparable 
to the average county 
membership dues 
being paid across  
the state. 

And we’re still here 
for you. We’ve been 
here more than a 
century and continue 
to be committed to 
serving agriculture.

Together, we are stronger. 
When we work together to keep farming strong, we’re ensuring healthy soil and 
water, healthy food, healthy economies. We are stronger working together. 
(Just ask the Faivre Family pictured).



Photos courtesy of Bob Lindholm
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Barbara Lindholm, University of Illinois Extension, DeKalb County Master Gardener

Alliums are a large, diverse family 
of plants. The allium genus contains 
700 different species. 

We first find them in early 
American kitchen gardens where 
onions and chives were important 
plants to grow for culinary purposes. 
Today, many new forms of the 
original alliums have been hybridized 
into beautiful, ornamental flowering 
plants. Alliums are not just onions 
anymore!  

Allium bulbs of all sizes are prized 
as an important element in landscape 
design due to their versatility and 
multi-season bloom period. From 
early spring to late fall, different 
allium cultivars can add interest to 
your garden areas. Smaller forms 
make wonderful rock garden and 
border plants while larger forms 
provide dramatic accents in the 
garden. Look at any picture of an 
English cottage garden and alliums 
will be present.     

As spring tulips and daffodils end 
their bloom season, the alliums are 
set to begin showing off. In late 
spring, the 3’ to 4’ ‘Sensation’ allium 
appears to add drama to your garden 

with its large, purple globes. Slightly 
later, another favorite, ‘Gigantum’ 
bursts forth on a 4’ stem with an 
attractive solid purple flowerhead. 
Both of these alliums are often called 
lollipop alliums because of their long 
stems and round tops.     

Early to mid-summer, the ‘Star of 
Persia’ allium makes its debut. This 
form is short in height but large in 
impact. ‘Star of Persia’ is only 12” to 
18” high, but its flowerhead can be at 
least 10” in diameter with 50 or more 
star shaped blossoms.

‘Millenium’ allium was the 
Perennial Plant of the Year in 2018 
and blooms late summer. Growing on 
a grass like, 12” to 18” structure, this 
plant produces multiple flowers that 
form a very compact display that lasts 
for several weeks.    

Late summer, ‘Drummer Boy’ 
allium begins a display of maroon 
flowers. This medium size stunner 
spreads easily and maintains its 
foliage longer then many of the other 
alliums. 

The many small, sometimes 
only a few inches high alliums, are 
especially suitable for rock gardens 
or borders. On a recent trip to Bishop 
Hill, I discovered an allium that I had 
never seen before. It turned out to be 
a nodding onion. This little charmer is 
native to North American and can be 
found growing naturally in wild areas 
and now in my garden as well.

Culinary alliums also have their 
place in our gardens as many of them 

produce beautiful flowers in addition to 
their use as food. Onions, chives, and 
garlic chives all have showy flowers. 
Garlic chives are particularly useful 
in our fall gardens. Their tall, stately 
white flowers bloom for many weeks in 
the autumn when other perennials are 
through for the year.     

Alliums of all types and sizes prefer 
to grow in full sun in well drained soil. 
Fertilize with a 9-9-6 ratio fertilizer. 
Allium bulbs should be planted in 
groups of 3 to 5 in the fall.  Allium 
bulbs are not as common as some other 
bulbs so you may need to order them 
from catalog or internet sources. 

From their humble beginnings as a 
food source only, alliums have been 
successfully hybridized to play a major 
role in our current landscape design. 
Their versatility and long season 
display period make them a must for 
our home gardens. Whether using the 
delicate smaller varieties or the highly 
dramatic larger plants, growing alliums 
will greatly enhance the over all beauty 
of your landscape. ■

Alliums: They’re Not Just Onions Anymore

The Master Gardener Help Desk 
is open. Garden questions can be 
emailed to uiemg-dekalb@illinois.
edu, or call 815-758-8194, Mon.-
Fri., 9 a.m. - noon.

From their humble beginnings 
as a food source only, alliums 
have been successfully 
hybridized to play a major 
role in our current landscape 
design. 



Matt and Mandy Baenziger and their twin sons 
Mason and Maverick raise beef cattle, plus an 
assortment of farm animals, and grow corn and 
soybeans on their family farm in rural Kingston. 
Matt is a 4th generation farmer. 

Q: Why do you have both cows/calves and feedlot 
cattle? Do they require different care?

A: Our family has raised feedlot cattle on this farm for 
many years, but more recently added the cow/calf 
herd. Caring for the animals is similar, but different, 
based on their function and purpose.

Matt & Mandy Baenziger
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Most farms have either feedlot cattle or a cow/calf herd. So why 
do we have a feedlot AND a cow/calf herd? 

They are in fact two totally different ways of raising the same 
animal. Short answer is every generation that has run this farm has 
added another major component to it and this cow/calf herd was our 
contribution to the farm adding to the feedlot that originally started 
here. 

The biggest difference in raising feedlot cattle versus cows 
is the length of time you will have each. The feedlot cattle will 
begin their time in the lot at about 800 lbs. or roughly 1½ years old. 
Six months later they will be ready for market at 1500 lbs. to be 
processed into beef. 

The cows on the other hand can be used for reproducing the beef 
herd and remain fertile for at least a decade, having one calf per 
year. In fact the oldest cow recorded in history was 49 years old and 
produced 39 calves in her lifetime! Now that is a bit extreme, but I 
have heard of plenty of beef cows reproducing well into their 20’s. 
That being said, the care and maintenance for them will certainly be 
different than the feedlot cattle whose lifespan is about two years. 

The animals eat different diets in order to accomplish their 
goal. With feedlot cattle we want them to gain weight rather quickly 
to be full grown and go to the market as “fat cattle” for processing. 
If we fed the cows the same way they would be so overweight they 
could not do their job of reproducing efficiently or live a long life 
for that matter. We feed them mostly pasture grass and hay to stay 
lean and fit, while the feedlot cattle get a mixture of corn, silage, 
distillers, and straw.  

We treat each animal for illnesses, but find ourselves investing 
more in the cow herd because we keep them longer, which means 
more health issues may arise. The cow also gives us more of a 
return over time than a single feedlot animal will. For example, a 
young feedlot calf may have a problem such as pneumonia, pink 
eye, or an injured leg, while a mother cow could have any of those 
issues plus many other additional issues may arise with her such as 
miscarriage, retained placenta, uterine prolapse, or mastitis to name 
a few. There is also more routine maintenance that needs to be done 
with the cow/calf herd such as hoof trims and more vaccinations 
over the years.

Manure management is different as well due 
to the set-up of each group. There are many more 
cattle (400 head capacity) in a confined space in the 
feedlot. The manure produced in the first section 
of the feedlot which is a concrete floor, has to be 
scraped up every three weeks and the second part 
of the feedlot where they are standing over slats 
has to have the pits below the slats (where all the 
manure goes down) pumped and hauled out to the 
fields every six months. Whereas, the cow/calf 
herd has a much broader area with 30-40 cows and 
calves over eight acres of pasture. 

The last major difference is we get to know 
the cow-calf herd a lot more over many years 
versus six months in the feedlot. Our momma 
cows are pretty tame because we work with them 
a lot – in the chute for vaccinations, artificial 
insemination, pregnancy checks and treating them, 
or helping them with calf delivery. And when we 
are not doing those things we are doing daily herd 
checks to monitor calving, breeding, and illnesses 
or injuries we may see. Along the way we may stop 
and give them a pat on the head, a scratching on 
the neck, or a good brushing to our favorites as we 
know each one by name! And we cannot say the 
same for the feedlot. 

But each group has their function and purpose on 
this farm and we enjoy raising them both and doing 
it all here at C & B Farms! ■
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More than 700,000 beef farmers and ranchers in the United States raise wholesome and nutritious beef. To make 
use of the diverse resources from their local markets, while at the same time satisfying beef consumer preferences, 
they may employ varying practices to responsibly raise their cattle. 

NCBA ICONOGRAPHY / PRIMARY HOME PAGE

RECIPES CUTS COOKING NUTRITION RAISING BEEF WHAT’S NEWRECIPES

GGRRAAIINN--FFIINNIISSHHEEDD  &  GGRRAASSSS  FFIINNIISSHHEEDD  BBEEEEFF
UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  BBeeeeff  PPrroodduuccttiioonn  PPrraaccttiicceess

You may see statements reflecting the different production 
practices on beef packages. The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) approves these labels for beef based on specific criteria.

GGRRAAIINN--FFIINNIISSHHEEDD
• Spend the majority of their lives eating grass or forage

• Spend 4-6 months at a feedyard eating a balanced diet of grains,
local feed ingredients, like potato hulls or sugar beets, and hay or
forage

• May or may not be given U.S. Food and Drug Administration
(FDA)-approved antibiotics to treat, prevent or control disease
and/or growth-promoting hormones

Most beef is from cattle that are raised this way and the 
packages likely don’t have a specific label claim

GGRRAASSSS--FFIINNIISSHHEEDD  oorr  GGRRAASSSS--FFEEDD
• Spend their whole lives eating grass or forage

• May also eat grass, forage, hay or silage at a feedyard

• May or may not be given FDA-approved antibiotics to treat,
prevent or control disease and/or growth-promoting hormones

CCEERRTTIIFFIIEEDD  OORRGGAANNIICC
• Never receive any antibiotics or growth-promoting hormones

• May be either grain- or grass-finished, as long as the USDA’s
Agriculture Marketing Service (AMS) certifies the feed is 100%
organically grown

• May spend time at a feedyard

NNAATTUURRAALLLLYY  RRAAIISSEEDD
May be referred to as “never-ever”

• Never receive any antibiotics or growth-promoting hormones

• May be either grain- or grass-finished

• May spend time at a feedyard

WWHHAATT  CCAATTTTLLEE  EEAATT
Most cattle spend the majority of 
their lives grazing on pasture, and 
for grain-finished cattle, less than 
11% of their lifetime feed is grain. 
All grain-finished and some grass-
finished cattle spend their last 
months in a feedyard. Some grass-
finished cattle may spend their 
entire lives on pasture.  

TTYYPPIICCAALL  UU..SS..  CCAATTTTLLEE  LLIIFFEECCYYCCLLEE

Lifetime Diet of
Grain-finished Cattle

human-inedible forage,
plant leftovers, biofuel,

food industry byproducts
89%

grain
11%

Cow-calf

DIET

6 - 10 Months

Grass and/or
Other Human-
inedible Plants

DURATION

DIET

Finishing
Grain and/or
Other Human-
inedible Plants

4 - 6 Mos. Grain (for grain-finished cattle)
- or -

6 - 10 Mos. Grass (for grass-finished cattle)
DURATION

Stocker/backgrounder

2 - 6 Months

Mostly Grass
Other Human- 
inedible Plants

DURATION

DIET

2019 © Cattlemen’s Beef Board and National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, 052919-14
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Grilling Corn on the Cob
1. Preheat a grill or grill pan to medium 

high heat. Brush corn with olive oil 

and grill about 2 minutes on each 

side. Rotate corn until all sides are 

tender and a few char marks form.

2. Let cool and slice the kernels off the 

cob for the tacos recipe. ■

FAMILY HEALTH

How sweet it is!
Corn picked fresh from the  field and placed on the grill is a wonderful 

treat.
Mexican street corn called Elote is a favorite of many. It is corn on the 

cob gilled then coated with salt, chile powder, butter, cotija cheese, lime 
juice and mayonnaise or crema fresca. Cojita cheese is made from cows 
milk; it is salty and crumbly.  

The recipe featured is a take off of the concept of Elote (Mexican street 
corn). Enjoy!

Elotes and Roasted Chickpea Tacos 
“Love and Lemons” Jeanine Donofrio 
Serves 4 

4 ears fresh corn, husked (grill as directed in recipe above, cut from cob) 
1 teaspoon olive oil 
1 to 2 tablespoons adobo sauce from canned chipotles in adobo sauce 
1/3 cup crumbled cotija or feta cheese (vegan diet use avocado) 
1/3 cup chopped cilantro 
Juice of ½ lime 
1 cup cooked chickpeas, drained and rinsed 
8 whole wheat flour tortillas, warmed or grilled (gluten free use corn tortillas) 
Lime wedges for serving 
Sea salt and black pepper 
Sriracha sauce (optional)

Join us virtually in the kitchen for a class. Share with your friends.

To register go to www.Kish-calendar.nm.org

Sweet corn season is here

Rachel Koroscik and Jo Cessna teach classes on 
healthy eating, healthy cooking, and healthy lifestyles 
at the Leishman Center at Kishwaukee Hospital. 

1. Toss corn that has been cut from the cob with crumbled cheese, cilantro, 
lime juice and salt and pepper to taste.

2. Heat small skillet, add ½ teaspoon olive oil and then the chickpeas with 
a pinch of salt and pepper. Sauté until golden brown, occasionally shake 
pan to rotate them.

3. Fill each tortilla with corn, chickpeas and garnish with more cilantro. 
Serve with lime wedges and sirracha.
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A glimpse of 
local history

     Information provided by Sue Breese

The Fourth of July has become a 
time of celebration of the birth of the 
United States as an independent nation.  

Being a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) has 
become a point of pride for me on that day. Through the DAR, the General John 
Stark Chapter, I have been able to document my lineage to my patriot ancestor 
who fought for our independence.  

The General John Stark Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
has been active in this area since their first meeting at the home of Lucetta Stark 
on June 22, 1907. The chapter was named for General Stark who commanded 
75% of the American Forces at Bunker Hill. Five of the original members of the 
chapter were descendants of the General.  

The chapter is a non-profit, nonpolitical volunteer women’s service 
organization dedicated to promoting patriotism, preserving American history 
and securing America’s future through better education.  

Chapter projects to honor our ancestors are numerous, including student essay 
contests, scholarship opportunities, cemetery clean up, Wreaths Across America, 
and veterans projects.   

Some of the incredible DeKalb 
County projects the chapter has been 
involved in are: 

• An historical marker for the first 
court session in DeKalb County. 
The session was held at the home 
of Rufus Colton in July 11, 1837 
because there was no courthouse 
building at that time. The marker is 
located 200 yards east of North First 
Street on Coltonville Road. 

• Another historical marker is to 
memorialize the Somonauk United 
Presbyterian Church at Chicago 
Road and Gov. Beveridge Road 
in Somonauk. The Somonauk UP 
Church is the first building erected by 
settlers in DeKalb County.

• A third historical marker 
recognizing the first permanent 
settlement in DeKalb County is in 
Squaw Grove Township. The log 
cabin was erected by John Sebree 
in 1834 in Hinckley. The marker 
was moved in 1955 to the Hinckley 
Pioneer Park.  

Becoming a member of the 
Daughter of the American Revolution 
in 2016 was quite an honor.  The 
application process requires 
documentation of your family history. 
A detailed process establishes your 
pedigree with your patriot.  For more 
information go to the chapter’s web 
site: https://ildar.org/chapters/
generaljohnstark.

DAR Chapter members and others gather to clean up Victor Township Cemetery 
on Leland Road.

General John Stark Chapter of the Daughter of the American Revolution (DAR), circa 
1900. This chapter is still active today.

American Pride
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SILO-A film about grain entrapment
Thursday, Sept. 16, 2021
4 p.m. & 7 p.m. shows 

(movie length 70 minutes)

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Theater 
1350 W. Prairie Drive, Sycamore

Two seatings for dinner, 5:30 and 6:15 p.m. in the Farm Bureau Auditorium

Call DeKalb County Farm Bureau for reservations and indicate show times, 815-756-6361,  
or register at: www.dekalbfarmbureau.org/event/silo. 

Deadline to register - Sept. 13
Recommended for those who may work around grain – farm families, agribusiness persons, and first responders. 

No charge to attend.  Reservations required.

About the movie: Inspired by true events, SILO tells the story of 
an 18-year-old who falls victim to a grain entrapment incident that 
brings the community together in a small farm town. After the 
movie, a guided conversation will address safety issues.

Sponsors
A&P Grain Systems 
Vern’s Farm Supply

Sukup Manufacturing Company
DeKalb County Farm Bureau

COUNTRY Financial® DeKalb County Agency
Conserv FS 

CHS - Elburn 
DeLong Co. 

FS Grain 
Maplehurst 

Mullins Grain Co.

Coming Sept. 16
DeKalb County Farm BureauComing Sept. 16

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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FARM COUNTRY

Action urged for processing lines
Citing “significant harm” to 

American farmers, 73 members 
of Congress are urging the Biden 
administration to pursue legal action 
to stop line speeds from slowing 
down at hog processing plants.

“While the economic impact to 
these packers will be significant, it 
is the nation’s small and medium-
sized hog farmers who will suffer 
the greatest harm from upstream 
impacts,” according to a recent letter 
to USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack and 
the U.S. Department of Justice. “It 
is imperative that USDA act quickly, 
and pursue all available options, to 
prevent this reduction in packing 
capacity.”

Six processing plants will be forced 
to reduce line speeds because of a 
U.S. district court decision, which 
rolled back a provision of USDA’s 
New Swine Inspection System 
(NSIS) rule. This will inevitably 
cause reduced output from plants and 
reduced purchases of hogs, which 

will directly affect small and medium-
sized hog farmers.

Research from Iowa State 
University indicates that this decision 
would reduce national packing 
capacity by 2.5%, creating a surplus 
of hogs on the market. Prices would 
then drop roughly by $23.33 per 
animal, causing a total economic loss 
on U.S. hog farmers to total around 
$80 million in 2021 alone.

While currently a 90-day court-
ordered stay is in place, members of 
Congress are calling on the USDA 
and Department of Justice to defend 
the NSIS program. ■

DeKalb County Farm Bureau recently honored Sheriff 
Roger Scott on his retirement.

“Sheriff Scott has truly been a friend of agriculture 
and we wish him well in retirement,” said Farm 
Bureau President Steve Bemis. Farm Bureau leaders 
acknowledged his long-time service to the county at 
their June 28 Board of Directors meeting.

Scott served in the Sheriff’s office for 52 years as 
sheriff and as a deputy. “It was an honor to serve and I 
appreciate the support of the Farm Bureau,” said Scott. 

The Sheriff’s Office partnered with Farm Bureau in the 
Citizens Police Academy and Farm Safety Camp, among 
other programs, as well as interfaced with farmers and 
the rural community in regards to public safety.

Deputy Chief Andy Sullivan is currently serving as the 
interim Sheriff. ■

Farm Bureau President Steve Bemis congratulates Roger 
Scott on his recent retirement as County Sheriff.

Farm Bureau honors sheriff

Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

Six processing plants will be 
forced to reduce line speeds 
because of a U.S. district court 
decision which will directly affect 
hog farmers. 

Farm Bill Work Session
Illinois Farm Bureau is hosting 

a series of district Farm Bill 
Work Sessions to begin collecting 
member input for the 2023 Farm 
Bill. One of the sessions will be at 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau on 
Tuesday, Aug. 10. 

The session begins with breakfast 
at 8 a.m. in the Farm Bureau 
Auditorium. Reservations are 
required by Aug. 6; phone 815-756-
6361.

Adam Nielsen, IFB’s Director 
of National Legislation and 
Policy Development, will give 
a national legislative update and 
then listen to members discuss 
what’s working or not working 
with the Farm Bill. The Work 
Session recommendations will be 
considered for Farm Bureau policy 
and acted on by delegates at the 
Annual Meeting. It will guide Farm 
Bureau for the coming Farm Bill 
debate. ■

Aug. 10
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2021

Prime Timers return to Farm Bureau!
Farm Bureau welcomes Prime 

Timers back after a 1½ year-long 
hiatus due to the pandemic. The 
last Prime Timers event was held in 
March 2020, so returning to Farm 
Bureau in person is long overdue!

The first returning Prime Timers 
luncheon and program is scheduled 
for Monday, Sept. 13 featuring the 
Truman’s Ridge Band. The first day 
trip is set for Friday, Oct. 15 to see 
fall foliage on the Celebration Belle 
Riverboat.   

Truman’s Ridge performs  
in September for members

Back by popular demand, Truman’s 
Ridge offers an exciting blend of 
bluegrass music, a bit of folk, a hint 
of jazz and a touch of swing music.

The band features Steven Sarver 
on guitar, Bruce Wallace on banjo, 

The Truman’s Ridge Band will kick-off 2021 Prime Timer events with a performance 
on Sept. 13 at Farm Bureau. Band members are: Max Winkels, Charley Smart, Bruce 
Wallace, Steven Sarver and Chris Johnson.

See fall folliage from the 
Celebration Belle, Oct. 15

Enjoy a four-hour lunch cruise on 
the Celebration Belle while enjoying 
fall foliage on Friday, Oct. 15.

Farm Bureau has reserved 50 
spaces for members on this riverboat 
cruise. The cruise departs and returns 
to Moline on the mighty Mississippi 
River, providing rich history with 
narration and scenic views along the 
way.  

The cruise includes their famous 
sticky rolls with fruit for starters and 
then a full hot lunch buffet.  

Cost of the day trip is $95, 
and includes the riverboat cruise 
with lunch, plus motorcoach 
transportation. The motor coach 
departs from Farm Bureau at 8 a.m. 
and returns by 5 p.m.

Registration is now open for this 
day trip. Stop by the Farm Bureau 
office to register or call 815-756-6361 
and provide credit card payment. 
Limited spaces available. ■

PROGRAMS
Sept. 13  Bluegrass Music  
by Truman’s Ridge Band

Oct. 4  The Great Chicago Fire –  
Commemorating 150 Years 
By Terry Lynch

Nov. 1  Doo Wop Music  
by The Convertibles

Dec. 6  Holiday Music  
by Terry Goodman

TRIPS
Oct. 15  Fall Foliage Cruise  
on the Celebration Belle, Moline 
Now open

Dec. 8 Holiday Inn 
at The Fireside Theatre 
Ft. Atkinson, Wis. 
Opens Oct. 4 

For Farm Bureau Members 55+ yrs.

Prime Timer 
Programs & Trips

harmonica, and upright bass, Chris 
Johnson on upright bass and guitar, 
Charley Smart on dobro, resonator 
and guitar, and Max Winkels on 
mandolin and banjo. Their harmonies 
at times are reminiscent of the 
early brother bands, and at other 
times showing a strong rural-gospel 
influence.

They will be performing at 1 p.m. 
in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Theater. Prior to their performance, 
Prime Timers will enjoy a lunch 
prepared by 5 B’s Catering at noon. 

Prime Timers are urged to register 
for the Sept. 13 lunch and program 
at the Farm Bureau office. Lunch 
fee is $7 and due at the time of 
registration. Members can register by 
stopping by the office or sending in 
their registration with payment. The 
deadline to register is Sept. 7.

Prime Timers is open to DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Members 55+ 
years. Members are welcome to bring 
one guest to Farm Bureau sponsored 
events. 
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 Santa’s Village & Santa Springs - East Dundee
Enjoy two parks for the price of one for $24.99 plus tax with our special 

member code. Reservations must be made online at SantasVillageDundee.com.  
Select General Admission and follow the instructions, when checking out put in 

2021cdcfb for your discount.  
Santa’s Village will be debuting The Blizzard 

this summer. This newest attraction swings like a 
pendulum reaching up to 40-feet in the air while 
rotating riders 360 degrees. The Blizzard is perfect 
for thrill seekers and daredevils looking to take 

their ride experience to the next level. 
Santa Springs water park features a zero-depth entry to a 10,000 square foot, 

8-inch-deep wading pool with a two-story interactive water play structure which 
has two giant tipping buckets along with nine water slides. Kids of all ages will 
also enjoy two 300-foot-long body slides while parents can sit back and relax in 
surrounding lounge chairs or the new private cabanas available for rental. ■

Kishwaukee YMCA Discount
Farm Bureau is partnering with Kishwaukee Family 

YMCA to offer members 20 % off all YMCA membership 
types and 50% off the joining fee. Membership includes 
free group exercise classes such as Zumba, Yoga, Group 
Power, Spin, Step, Boot Camp and more. 

Discounted monthly membership rates for Farm Bureau members are 
$36.80 for one adult, $60 for a family (includes two adults) and a household 
for $69.60 (includes three adults).

The YMCA has state-of-the-art fitness equipment, two pools, aquatic 
programs, open gym access and reduced rates on programs and classes. 

Just mention you are a member of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau when 
you sign up to receive this discount. Register in person at Kishwaukee Family 
YMCA, 2500 Bethany Rd, Sycamore. ■

Lawn and Garden  
Soil Testing 

Lawn and Garden Soil Testing is 
now available at Farm Bureau.

Why test your soil? A soil test 
lets you catch nutrient deficiencies 
before they progress that far. Besides 
indicating nutrient deficiencies, a 
soil test can also provide information 
on soil acidity, the percentage of 
organic matter in your soil, and your 
soil’s texture. 

You provide us with your samples 
and we will send the soil sample 
to the lab. All tests will come back 
with recommendations for your soil 
needs.

Soil test prices range from $26 to 
$40. Please contact the Farm Bureau 
office for more information. ■

The Blizzard at Santa’s Village

Member Benefits
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It was early spring, 2002. 
The ag literacy program was growing. 
More educators were requesting 
programs and resources, and planning 
for the fourth Summer Ag Institute 
for teachers was underway. Education 
coordinator Rhodora Collins realized 
she could use some help.

It was then that DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau began its summer 
Ag Literacy Internship program to 
provide staff assistance and offer 
work-related experiences to young 
adults.

In the two decades since, eleven 
individuals have served in the role of 
summer Agricultural Literacy Intern. 
Several have interned multiple years. 

“Every year it’s exciting for me 
to work with another young person 
who is passionate about agriculture 
and eager to learn,” says Rhodora. 
“I always hope that the projects I 
give each intern help them grow and 
discover, but I constantly find myself 
learning from them as well!”

Intern responsibilities have 

included assisting with the Summer 
Ag Institute for teachers, helping to 
develop and deliver summer reading 
presentations for local libraries, 
building and updating a database of 
educational resources, writing for 
CONNECTIONS magazine, taking 
photos and videos, and assisting with 
social media. 

Farm Bureau features all of its 
interns, from 2002 to the present, in 
this issue. ►

Summer Ag Literacy Interns through the years
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Emma Hagemeyer Rasmussen
Intern, 2002

Most memorable moments: My most memorable moments as an intern were 
definitely taking part in the Summer Ag Institute for teachers and helping teach 
early childhood students about agriculture through the hamburger presentation. 

It was wonderful to have so many opportunities to interact with the 
community and to be a part of such an amazing Farm Bureau family.

Internship takeaway: There were truly so many takeaways from this 
internship. Rhodora Collins taught me so much about planning solid 
lessons, the importance of developing strong connections within the 

community and the resources available to educators. 
After interning, I was able to instantly utilize all I had 
learned while student teaching for the full year in Elgin. 
As a farm girl, born and raised, agriculture has always 
been an important part of my life. To be able to share 
my knowledge and experiences with children is the 
best! I do not want to leave out the fact that I met my 
husband through this internship as well!

Current status: I am currently a Kindergarten 
Teacher at West Elementary School in Sycamore. Go 
Wildcats! I just turned 40 this year.

Katie Boesche
Intern, 2006-2007
I interned the summers before my 
sophomore year and junior year at 
the University of Illinois at the age 
of 19 and 20. 

Most memorable moments: I was tasked with taking inventory and 
replenishing supplies in the lesson bins that can be loaned out to teachers and 
classrooms. This quickly turned into a cleaning and disinfecting quest after, to 
my surprise/disgust, one bin that had not been recently inventoried contained 
a leaky gallon of water and an impressive colony of mold! A separate, much 
cleaner project was giving a session on dairy products and human nutrition for 
one Summer Ag Institute group. Looking back, I am especially thankful for and 

reminiscent of this opportunity as the process of researching a topic in 
depth and providing a concise, succinct summary to a novice audience is 
now something I do every day in my career. 

Internship takeaway: My internships illustrated the importance 
and necessity of agriculture literacy and outreach programs. While 
my experiences cemented to me the fact that agriculture is truly a part 
of almost everything, the need to share this message with the general 
population, and especially with educators, became increasingly apparent. 

Working with someone as passionate and creative 
as Rhodora Collins was a joy and set an example 
for me on how to research topics, interview people, 
understand new concepts, and share the stories of the 
innovative tools and the people involved in all aspects 
of agriculture. 

Current status: I am currently a Dairy Technical 
Support Consultant with Purina Animal Nutrition. 
I am based out of Saint Louis, MO and work with 
Purina dealers and customers across the country 
supporting nutrition and product training. I am 
currently 35 years old. ►

I interned the summer before my 
senior year at the University of 
Illinois at the age of 21. 
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Emily Carson Schilling
Intern, 2008
I interned before my junior year at 
the University of Illinois at the age 
of 20.

Most memorable moments: My most memorable experience was the Farm 
Bureau Family Fun Night. Everything was set up on the lawn outside the 
office. About halfway through the event a huge thunderstorm blew through. I 
remember seeing huge storm clouds blowing toward us and we had to scramble 

to move as much as we could into the building. We finished the event 
indoors and everyone still had a great time.

Internship takeaway: I learned the importance of advocating for 
agriculture with understanding and kindness. Several of the teachers 
who participated in the ag literacy program came to us with some 
misconceptions about agriculture. My experience taught me how 

important it is to listen and acknowledge these 
concerns before trying to educate someone. I learned 
a lot about different sectors of agriculture from 
the speakers and field tours during the ag literacy 
program. It was very inspiring to meet so many 
people with such a passion for agriculture.

Current status: I worked at Monsanto in 
Waterman and then in Chesterfield, MO after college 
graduation. I am currently 33 years old and a stay-at-
home mom in Smithton, IL. 

Bronwyn Burgweger
Intern, 2009-2010
I interned the summer before my 
senior year at Hiawatha High and 
before my freshman year at Joliet 
Junior College at the age of 17 and 18.

Most memorable moments: Although I have many fond memories as an 
intern, the one memory that is most important to me is when I was a part of the 
grain engulfment demonstration and a group leader at the Farm Safety Camp 
for Kids. When it was time for me to be engulfed (only up to my waist with 

trained professionals) my group was concerned about my safety as 
they watched very intently as the grain pulled me down and as the 
fire fighters pulled me out. After the demonstration was over, they all 
ran up to me to make sure I was okay. I could tell this was a safety 
camp they would not forget.

Internship takeaway: As an intern, I had the opportunity to 
gain many new skills and learn about new areas of agriculture. One 
takeaway that stands out was learning how to create a lesson plan. 

Although I am not a teacher, I have found that I use 
a similar process for creating procedures and policies 
in my job today that I did when I was an intern 
creating lesson plans. The experiences I gained being 
involved in Summer Reading Programs, Summer Ag 
Institute, Farm Safety Camp, and Family Fun Day 
cannot be gained in a classroom.

Current status: Currently, I am 29 years old and 
still calling Northern Illinois my home. I work as a 
Credit Analyst at Maplehurst Farms in Rochelle. ►
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Kelsey Kendall Bolander
Intern, 2011
I interned the summer before my 
junior year at Sycamore High 
School when I was 16.

Most memorable moments: One of my most memorable moments as an 
intern was getting the opportunities to go teach students with Rhodora Collins 
during the summer. It was exciting because that’s what I wanted to do with my 
future and gave me experiences for the future.

Internship takeaway: I learned about all the different Ag Literacy kits you 
can check out to use in the classroom. This helps me as an elementary teacher 
and reminds me that there are resources outside of school I can gain access to. I 
learned a lot during the Summer Ag Institute as well. The experience altogether 

prepared me to answer misconceptions children and 
adults have about agriculture as well as giving me 
resources to prevent it. The Farm Bureau internship was 
a great first job and I am so thankful for it. It gave me 
so many experiences and professional qualities that I 
will use throughout my whole life. For me, it was the 
beginning of teaching children and other adults. It also, 
of course, helped me become more knowledgeable about 
agriculture.

Current status: I am currently 26 years old and a 
second grade teacher at Hampshire Elementary School. 

Jaquelyn Prestegaard Wilson
Intern, 2012
I interned the summer before 
my sophomore year at the 
University of Illinois at the age 
of 19. 

Most memorable moments: I loved interviewing local farmers, learning 
how to draft and edit videos, and I also loved helping with Summer Ag 
Institute. The presentation I gave about beef production during SAI was, at the 
time, the longest one I had ever given! I never thought I could speak for that 
long. It helped me transition from the short 3–10-minute speeches typically 

given during a high school/college speech class to the hour-long 
seminars that I very regularly give in my line of work now. 

Two of my former teachers were participants in SAI that year: 
my kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Phelps, and my 6th grade teacher, 
Mrs. Bolda. They were integral in my learning journey, so it was 
neat to aid them in theirs. It showed me the importance of being a 
lifelong learner, and how teaching each other can and should come 
full circle.

Internship takeaway: My career path is in life sciences, so the 
DCFB ag literacy/communication internship really gave me an 

edge in developing extension publications and other outreach pieces related to 
my field. I feel very comfortable breaking down scientific concepts related to 
beef and dairy efficiency to a variety of audiences, both in writing and in face-
to-face communication. Before the internship I didn’t even know I enjoyed 
communication so much, I just thought I would be happy feeding cattle.

Current status: I am finishing up my PhD in dairy nutrition in August at 
Virginia Tech, and afterward I will work as a nutritional consultant and/or in 
technical services in beef/dairy nutrition for the Midwest. I am currently 28 
years old. ►
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Kelsey Faivre
Intern, 2011-2014
I interned from junior year at DeKalb 
High School through freshman year 
at Iowa State at the ages of 16-19.

Most memorable moments: The Summer Ag Institutes were very memorable 
for me. I learned a lot about the ag industry through touring farms like Pearl 
Valley Eggs and agribusinesses like Dawn Equipment. The responses and 
questions from the attending teachers were very memorable as well. Working 
for Rhodora Collins was also very memorable - I recall a lot of good discussions 
about a variety of ag (and life) topics, and her perspectives are ones I still think 
about often. 

Internship takeaway: Skills/attributes developed: writing skills, presentation 
skills, how to be detail-oriented, adaptability, confidence, understanding of 
educational structures and processes, understanding of different agricultural 
practices and technologies. Personal benefits: I don’t know that I would be 
working in agriculture if it had not been for my internships with the Farm Bureau. 

I was exposed to different careers in agriculture and a 
way to be passionate about food and farming without 
being directly involved in production agriculture. The 
time spent with Rhodora and the Farm Bureau staff 
was very influential and opened a lot of doors for me. 

Current status: I’m a Business to Consumer (B2C) 
Specialist for Deere & Company. I engage with our 
dealer channel to market and sell small tractors and 
turf products. I’m based in Nashville, TN, covering 
the mid-South. I’m currently 26 years old. 

Katie Carlson
Intern, 2015
I interned the summer between my 
junior and senior year at Hiawatha 
High School when I was 16.

Most memorable moments: I was working with the Ag in the Classroom and 
the Summer Ag Institute for teachers. My favorite part of the summer program 
was the day we spent touring Hendrickson’s Flying Service in Rochelle. The 
connection that I made that day eventually helped me with my career path of 

being an aircraft maintenance technician (AMT). I worked two summers in 
college for Hendrickson’s. The other interesting company that we visited 
was Whiskey Acres Distillery. I was underage and there were many looks 
from the participants to see if I would be offered some of the product. It 
was a joke that I was going to have to be the designated driver. 

Internship takeaway: I enjoyed working at the Farm Bureau. This was 
a time to be given adult responsibilities and the Farm Bureau allowed 
me to make decisions on the direction of some of the programming. The 

event planning allowed me to grow my critical thinking and 
problem solving. 

Current status: I am 22 years old and I live on an Angus 
cattle ranch in Cactus Flat, SD. I have helped Eisenbraun 
Family establish a boxed beef brand that markets their product 
to the hospitality industry. I have completed my training to be 
an aircraft maintenance technician and have one more exam 
to complete my Airframe and Power Plant License with the 
FAA. The Covid-19 pandemic slowed the aviation industry, 
but I will be looking for a position in my profession soon. ►
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Jillian Diehl
Intern, 2016-2018
I interned after graduating from 
Sycamore High School and 
continued the summers after my 
freshman and sophomore years at 
UW-Platteville at the ages of 18-20.

Most memorable moments: My most memorable time was when I was tasked 
with picturing the giant hamburger so that it could be shown on the ag literacy 
website. It was not the easiest thing to picture and was very difficult to get it 
all in the photo. We had to get creative! After many different angles, we got a 
good one and then we decided to have some fun and took funny photos with the 

hamburger. I believe there is a photo of me laying on and hugging 
the giant hamburger.

Internship takeaway: I loved the experience of planning mini 
lessons and finding ways to interact with the audience of my mini 
lessons. Rhodora Collins has such a creative mind and it was so 
fun to bounce ideas off of her and learn with her! I often think of 
her when planning my classroom lessons. I was able to interact 

with various groups of learners from children at the 
library to adults on a farm field trip to teachers taking a 
summer class. I also enjoyed the experience marketing 
and helping to create content for social media. That 
experience ignited my passion for content creation and 
graphic design!

Current status: I am currently an agriculture teacher 
and FFA advisor at Craig High School in Janesville, 
Wisconsin. I am 23 years old.

Mindy Smits
Intern, 2019-2020
I interned after graduating from 
Sycamore High School and 
continued the summers after my 
freshman and sophomore years at 
UW-Platteville at the ages of 18-20.

Most memorable moments: One of my most fondest memories is the Malta 
Summer Library Reading Program in 2019. The theme for the reading program 
was “Going to the Movies” and I used that to create an engaging popcorn themed 
lesson plan! The lesson plan went over the growing process of popcorn and we 
even made butter!!

There was a travelling picture going around the office and it became an 
inside joke inside the office. The picture would bounce from desk to desk. 
Eventually, the picture disappeared, until I found it in the back of my car one 
day long after my internship was over. I guess that means I need to clean my 
car out more often! 

Internship takeaway: This internship exposed me to so many people and 
things in the industry opening my eyes to all the possibilities the industry 

has to offer. I can use the connections I made during my 
internship to one day help my students make connections. 
The hands-on experience my internship gave me through 
lesson planning and working with teachers will set me 
ahead of others as I look for a teaching job in the future.

Current status: I am a junior at the University of 
Wisconsin-Platteville majoring in Agriculture Education 
with the plan to graduate early in December of 2022 and 
become an agricultural teacher. I am currently 20 years 
old. ►



Rewarding Experience
for Intern Ava Splear

My internship at Farm Bureau has been very rewarding so far. 
Although I have not been an intern here for very long, I have 
already learned a lot through my experiences. 

I enjoyed helping plan and facilitate the Summer Ag Institute 
for teachers throughout the county. I was able to present at my 
farm on a tour as well as in the classroom setting during the 
event. I enjoyed this opportunity to allow me to communicate/
speak in front of others and educate them on something that I 
am familiar with. 

I have also been focusing on writing some articles for the 
CONNECTIONS magazine and that has allowed me to improve upon my 
writing skills. 

For the rest of the summer I plan to continue to develop various skills. 
I plan to get involved in the social media aspect of DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau as well as continue to write stories for the magazine. I will 
also continue to help Rhodora Collins with planning and assembling 
curriculum for several learning projects for agriculture in various 
educational settings. 

By the end of the summer I hope to have improved on my writing and 
public speaking skills. Another thing that I would like to gain experience 
in is writing lesson plans and getting some exposure to not only educating 
adults, but children as well.

After college, I plan to pursue a communications career. I am an 
extremely extroverted person and enjoy working closely with others to 
convey important messages. While I do not have a specific job in mind, 
I would love to help facilitate events and communicate with others, face-
to-face. This would increase my interactions with community members 
and decrease the amount of time spent working from a desk in an office.

Ag Literacy Intern Ava Splear demonstrates how to play The Watershed Game to 
teachers at Farm Bureau’s Summer Ag Institute.

I am 18 years old and currently 
interning at DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

I grew up on a grain farm outside of 
Waterman. On the farm I am continuously 
learning new things. For example, just 
this past week I learned that a certain 
percentage of seeds in GMO seed bags 
are non-GMO (refuge seeds) to prevent 
resistance. 

In the last couple years we have raised 
feeder cattle. This was a new experience 
for me, because previously I had not had 
much exposure to livestock. 

One of the things that I love most about 
growing up on a farm is the immense 
amount of self-driven learning that is 
possible. Under the branch of learning 
new things, not only have I learned 
more about crops and livestock but life 
skills such as patience, hard work, and 
flexibility.

I recently graduated from Indian Creek 
High School. During high school I was 
involved in FFA, which provided direction 
for my future. Through this organization 
I was able to meet a lot of new friends, 
develop leadership and public speaking 
skills, and try many new things. Without 
FFA, I would have never considered an 
agriculture related career. My passion 
for this organization as well as my 
background on the farm is what prompted 
me to pursue a degree in the agriculture 
industry. 

In the fall I will be studying Agricultural 
Communications at the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign. ■

My Profile
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Growing Knowledge of Agriculture in the Classroom

Mrs. Monica Winckler

Teaching
School:  Herman E. Dummer School, Sandwich

Grade:  4th Grade

Subjects:  All subjects 

Number of years teaching:  20

Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy connection:  I use Ag Literacy materials in my classroom 
to supplement a unit on Illinois. I am the Ag Literacy Ambassador for my school, and I 
coordinate with community members to teach an Ag in the Classroom lesson to all of our 
4th grade students. Our 4th graders also visit the Adams Family Beef Farm every year to 
learn more about agriculture. I have also attended Farm Bureau’s Summer Ag Institute for 
teachers.

What is your favorite unit to teach?  I love teaching reading, especially our novel 
units. “Number the Stars” is a wonderful book that introduces students to WWII and the 
holocaust. Students show great empathy during this unit.

What do you enjoy most about teaching?  I love seeing students grow in their knowledge 
and skills. They change so much in a year and it’s very rewarding to be a part of the 
process.

What is something unique that you do in your classroom?  My students have pen pals 
from Leland Elementary School. This helps my students understand purpose in writing, 
how to communicate, and words on friendship skills. We meet our pen pals at the end of 
the year!

Why is it important for students to learn about food and farming?  I feel students should 
know and understand where their food comes from and the amount of work that farmers 
put into providing it. I hope it will inspire some to look at agricultural careers in the future.

Personal:
Hometown:  Leland

Family:  Husband, Erik, and daughters 
Sophia, Julia, and Ava

College/Degree(s):  Bachelor’s 
Degree in Education from Illinois State 
University; Master’s Degree in Reading 
from St. Benedictine University

What did you want to be when you 
grew up?  My aunt was my first grade 
teacher and I always knew I wanted to 
be teacher as well!

Favorites:
Quote:  “If you can’t think of anything 
nice to say, you’re not thinking hard 
enough!” Kid President

Hobbies:  Spending time with my family, 
attending sporting events, swimming, 
hiking, camping, reading, shopping, and 
baking.

Book:  “The Giving Tree” by Shel 
Silverstein

Music:  80’s

Sports teams:  Chicago Cubs & 
Blackhawks

Travel destination:  National Parks - 
Sequoia, Arches, Grand Canyon, and 
Yellowstone. ■
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Studying Stewardship
Studying Stewardship

AG LITERACY

“If I could use one word to describe the tours it would be stewardship.” 
  -Scott Horlock, Sycamore High School teacher 

This year’s Summer Agriculture Institute (SAI) 
theme was Water, Agriculture, Technology, & 
Environmental Resources (WATER), June 14-17. 

The four-day Farm Bureau-sponsored institute 
for educators was comprised of tours, speakers, 
and hands-on activities. All of the activities and 
tours connected back to this year’s SAI theme of 
WATER.  

Teachers could earn either two hours of graduate 
credit from University of St. Francis or 30 
professional development credits from the DeKalb 
Regional Office of Education.

This year was the first year for the Jeff Hartmann 
Summer Agriculture Institute Scholarships. Six 
teachers benefitted from this scholarship and were 
fortunate to receive financial assistance for the 
institute. 

TEN TEACHERS TOURING
Ten teachers participated in this year’s Summer Agriculture 
Institute (Top row from left to right:) Pam Olson, Sycamore High 
School; Lynelle Lynd, North Elementary; Scott Horlock, Sycamore 
High School; Jill Henson, Southeast Elementary; and Jennifer Daskal, 
Sycamore Middle School (Bottom row from left to right:) Laurie 
Jacobson, West Elementary; Kristina Jordan, North Elementary; Kim 
Gudmunson, Prairie View Elementary; Dana Timmermann, Kingston 
Elementary; and Carole Kolzow, Southeast Elementary.

H2OLYMPICS

Laurie Jacobson explores the properties of cohesion, 
adhesion, and surface tension as she tries to fit as many 
pennies into the cup full of water without it overflowing.
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EXPLORING WATERSHEDS

Presenting on watersheds, Dean Johnson and Jeff Woodyatt from 
SWCD demonstrate the water-related impacts of different farming 
practices. 

DAY 1

►
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AG LITERACY

TEN TEACHERS TOURING

EXPLORING WATERSHEDS

July 2021    CONNECTIONS      29    

DAY 1

DAY 2

Ashley Broussard models how she collects samples to monitor 
water quality from different stream locations around the county. 
Ashley is an NIU graduate student under the direction of Dr. 
Melissa Lenczewski. 

While touring the Kishwaukee Water Reclamation District in 
DeKalb, Assistant Manager Mike Holland informs teachers 
of the process of making water sanitary to output into the 
Kishwaukee River. Teachers learned the different steps that 
water undergoes from raw sewage to the clean water that 
is released.

STREAM SAMPLING

SEWER TO SANITARY

Dan Hoffman, along with his son Ethan Hoffman, gives teachers 
the opportunity to see the layout of their hog farm. Dan & Ethan 
discussed various practices that are utilized throughout their 
operation including automation of the feeding systems and the 
temperatures of facilities. Dan also discussed how waste is handled 
on his farm to protect water quality. 

MANAGING MANURE & MORE

Teachers learn about streambank 
stabilization and riparian habitats that 
John & Linda Begun have implemented on 
their farm in the Kirkland area along the 
Kishwaukee River.  

KEEPING THE KISH

►
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AG LITERACY

CATTLE CROSSING
DAY 3

At Byington Farm in Waterman teachers ride on a hay rack to see 
the cattle pasture. Many different conservation practices were 
showcased on the farm, including their rotational grazing system.

HAY RACK RIDE

Teachers also learned about the benefits of a stream 
bank crossing at Byington Farm. This means that they 
have specially-designed areas for their cattle to cross 
the creek in order to minimize erosion.

HAY, THERE!

Alexa and Terrie Tuntland give teachers a tour of their vineyard. Teachers 
learned about an embankment pond built in the vineyard. The pond 
creates a more humid environment, allowing the grapes to produce more 
antioxidants. This environment also allows for recreational activities, 
wildlife habitat, and beauty.

GROWING GRAPES

EFFICIENT EQUIPMENT
Ryan Frieders discusses 
various types of 
machinery that are 
utilized on his farm. 
While on the tour of 
this farm, teachers 
were also able to learn 
about conservation 
practices, solar panels, 
and genetically modified 
seed. 

At Frieders Farm, Ava Splear talks about their 
feeder cattle and what the cattle’s diets are 
comprised of. At her farm, Ava also gave 
a presentation about genetically modified 
organisms relating to current issues. 

►
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AG LITERACY

DAY 4

GROWING GRAPES

WATERSHED WONDERS

OPPORTUNITES FOR OUTLOOK

“Our students will become better stewards of our county 
regardless of their future profession if they understand 
how important and critical our watershed is to our entire 
community including the agriculture community.”

-Jennifer Daskal, Sycamore Middle School 

TEACHER TESTIMONIALS

“It’s very eye-opening to learn what’s going on in 
our community.”

-Lynelle Lynd, North Elementary, Sycamore

“I already have so many ideas that I’d like to 
incorporate into my classroom for this upcoming year.”

-Dana Timmermann, Kingston Elementary ■

Wrapping up the institute was a discussion with three 
local panelists including agronomist Rachel Ratos, District 
Conservationist Aaron Seim, & farmer Berkeley Boehne. These 
three panelists provided different outlooks based off of their 
experiences in the agriculture industry.Sycamore High School Biology Teacher Scott Horlock 

describes how he immerses his students in watershed 
ecology.

A special thank you to all who helped make SAI possible:
• Begun Farm
• Hoffman Farm
• Byington Farm
• Frieders Farm
• Tuntland Farm & Waterman 

Winery
• Scott Horlock, Sycamore 

High School
• Haley Siergiej, Nutrients for 

Life
• Berkley Boehne, DeKalb 

County Farm Bureau 

• Rachel Ratos, Bayer Crop 
Sciences 

• Aaron Seim, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service

• Mark Eddington & Mike 
Holland, Kishwaukee Water 
Reclamation District

• Melissa Lenczewski, Northern 
Illinois University

• Stephanie Hospelhorn, Illinois 
Agriculture in the Classroom

• Dean Johnson & Jeff Woodyatt, 
DeKalb County Soil & Water 
Conservation District

• DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen 
(Sponsored beef lunch)

• DeKalb Area Pork Producers 
(Sponsored pork lunch)
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Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture Donors 2021
Named Endowment ($50,000+) 
Allan & Ruth Aves 
In Memory of Arden & Dorothy Baie 
Tom & Joan Fenstermaker 
In Memory of Leonard & Vivian Nelson 
Bob & Norma Wildenradt & Family

Legacy Gift ($10,000-$49,999) 
Allan & Ruth Aves 
Babson Farms 
Ken & Glennie Barshinger 
In Memory of Joe Barshinger 
Ed & Vicki Eggers 
In Memory of Wilder & Martha Fay 
GRAINGER  
Darwin & Melody Hall 
In Memory of Jeff Hartmann 
In Memory of Albert O. Johnson 
KishHealth System 
Terry & Sherrie Martin 
In Memory of Orville A. Olson 
In Memory of Charles H. Orr 
The Schelkopf Family 
Robert & Jo Ann Skabo 
Jim & Sue Walter

Growing Acres ($1,000-$9,999) 
A & P Grain Systems 
America’s Farmers Grow Communities 
Monsanto Fund 
In Memory of Eddie Arndt 
Babson Farms 
Christina Bagwill 
Banner Up Signs–Kuhn Family 
Bayer Crop Science 
Steve Bemis 
In Memory of Ralph & Irene Boesche 
CHS – Rochelle 
ComEd 
Compeer Financial 
Ed & Juli Cowan 
Bill & Julenne Davey 
Dayton & Old Elm Farms 
DeKalb Ag Alumni Association 
DeKalb County COUNTRY Financial  
DeRaedt Seed 
Doug & Nancy Dashner 
In Memory of Floyd & Marge Drendel 
Steve & Vickie Drendel 
Vernon & Shirley Drendel 
Enbridge Energy 
Landon & Colleen Faivre 
Vince & Jerilyn Faivre 
In Memory of Roy Fenstermaker, Sr. 

Growing Acres ($1,000-$9,999) 
First National Bank 
First State Bank 
In Memory of John & Charlotte Gallagher 
Joyce Gardner 
Bob & Ann Gilmore 
Jack & Marcia Goodrich 
In Memory of Lisa Boltz Hanson 
In Memory of Jeff Hartmann 
Heartland Bank & Trust Co. 
Robert & Ann Hutcheson 
In Memory of Gordon & Janette Jones 
Lewis & Hilary Josephs 
Gail P. Johnson 
KishHealth System 
In Memory of Roger Klein 
Ronald G. Klein 
Donald Mack 
Bruce & Kathy Maunder 
William, Bonnie & Robert Mullins 
In Memory of Leonard E. Nelson 
In Memory of Dorothy & James Nolan, Jr. 
Carol Boston O’Shaughnessy 
Lyle & Marty Paul  
In Memory of Alexis Paulsen 
Elvin & Betty Plapp 
In Memory of Richard E. Pitstick 
Roy & Janet Plote 
In Memory of Joe & Elsie Quinn 
Marjorie Rasmussen 
Paul & Connie Rasmussen 
Douglas & Lynn Roberts Family Foundation 
Scott & Kathryn Schroeder 
In Memory of Robert Schweitzer 
Paul & Mary Schweitzer 
In Memory of Kenneth Stoddard 
In Memory of Bob Twombly 
In Memory of Beverly & Archie Tuntland 
Mark Tuttle 
David & Peggy Vaughan 
In Memory of Tom Warren 
In Memory of Bob & Helen Willrett 
M. Nadine Zimmerman

The Giving Field ($200-$500 Annually) 
Jerry & Sue Bemis 
Boehne Farms 
Boehne Farms Trucking 
Mark & Rhodora Collins 
Adele deWerff Stevens 
Ben Drake & Megan Carrier 
Scott & Tara Drake 
Dan & Jennifer Hoffman 

The Giving Field ($200-$500 Annually) 
Yvonne Johnson 
Tracy & Beth Jones 
Dan & Maylan Kenney 
Ray & Carol Larson 
Greg & Marci Millburg 
Bob & Mary Pritchard 
Carol Quinn 
Trent & Elizabeth Sanderson 
Roger Steimel 
Jim & Marcia Stoddard 
David Vaughan 
Jamie & Kristen Walter 
Hank & Jan Wassmann 
Jim & Mariam Wassmann

Cultivating Paths (General Fund) 
Lowell Akers 
Bethany Animal Hospital 
Jeanetta Boughton 
Leon & Virginia Brummel 
Beau & Lynn Byington 
Jeff & Anna Clausen 
Carole Cronin 
Larry & Jackie Dannewitz 
David & Linda Drake 
Steve & Pat Faivre 
Virginia Farley 
John & Linda Frieders 
Ryan & Deanne Frieders 
Norm & Marion Gilbert 
Jack & Marcia Goodrich 
Gloria Happ 
Jerry & Diane Helland 
Fredrick High 
James K. & Loretta M. Hipple Family Fund 
Dan & Claudia Hueber 
Craig Johnson 
Denny & Nancy Johnson 
Kathleen Johnson 
Janet Kessler 
Donna Kleveland 
Wilbur Kocher ► 

Thank 
You!
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First Jeff Hartmann SAI Scholarships presented
Six teachers were awarded scholarships for their participation in Farm 

Bureau’s Summer Ag Institute (SAI). This was the first year which the 
scholarships were given in memory of the late Jeff Hartmann. The Hartmanns 
started a new fund with the Farm Bureau Foundation to assist teachers with the 
course cost of SAI. Scholarships were distributed by Sari Hartmann to (from 
left) Kristina Jordan, Dana Timmermann, Jill Henson, Jennifer Daskal, (Sari), 
Lynelle Lynd and Kim Gudmunson. ■

To donate to these and other funds go to: 
PlantALegacy.org or contact the Farm 
Bureau office, 815-756-6361.

Cultivating Paths (General Fund) 
Irene Kolanowski 
Beverely Lane 
Kenneth & Sandra Mason 
Gerald & Mary Lynn McArtor 
Joyce McConkey 
Linda Merriman 
Mary Lou & Bob Miller 
Phil & Amanda Montgomery 
Don Mosher 
Pamela Olson 
Lyle & Marty Paul 
Chris & Katie Paulsen 
Joe & Sara Paulson 
Ed & Connie Peterson 
James Quinn 
Ursula Sarver 
John & Chris Sauter 
Virginia Scappino 
Anna Schelkopf 
Dr. Deborah Schelkopf 
Patricia Smith 
Margery A. Stroud 
David Vaughan 
Stephen Wassmann 
Frank Willis

Tom & Joan Fenstermaker  
Ag in The Classroom Fund 
Adele deWerff Stevens 
Roger & Vickie Faivre 
Tom & Joan Fenstermaker 
Roger Guehler 
Mike & Becky Hardt 
Kelly Kowal 
Bill & Bonnie Mullins 
Lane & Joyce Pickwell

DeKalb County SWCD Fund 
Jim Arndt 
Barry & Kris Aves 
Richard & Della Bend 
John & Janice Docherty 
Dawn Felix 
Brian & Florence Miller 
Janet Miller 
Carol Boston O’Shaughnessy

Scholarship Fund 
Elsie Sanford 
Stacey Dolder 
Ursula Sarver

Joe Barshinger Ag Scholarship Fund 
Kathy Bock 
Steve & Linda Swenson

Jeff Hartmann SAI Scholarshp Fund 
David & Carol Keneway

Orville A. Olson Ag Scholarship Fund 
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BACK TO THE FARM
various stations. Members from the 
Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich FFA 
Chapter also assisted with the field 
trip. 

The students especially enjoyed 
the cattle, but also the opportunity 
to learn more about farm and food 
production. This field trip was a great 
way for students to a have hands-on, 
stimulating, learning experience. 

By the end of the day, almost 150 
students and teachers had toured the 
farm, learning valuable information 
about how farms and agriculture 
impacts their own lives.

Although most students from 
Herman E. Dummer School in 
Sandwich do not live on a farm, 
many are fortunate to have taken 
field trips or toured farms previously. 

For the fourth year, Alan and 
JoAnn Adams invited and hosted a 
field trip where fourth graders had 
the opportunity to learn more about 
agriculture and how it is connected 
to their own daily lives. 

In small groups, the students 
moved around the farm to various 
stations learning about feeder cattle 
and show calves, Illinois farm 
products, soil, crops, and machinery. 

When students learned about farm 
products many were shocked to hear 
that so many are derived from crops 
and animals that we grow and raise 
right here. 

Along with the Adams family, 
other presenters and helpers 
accompanied students on this field 
trip, making the day insightful 
with their knowledge about the 
farm. Vicki Heath from LaSalle 
County SWCD, Rhodora Collins 
and Ava Splear from DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau, and McKenna 
Dayhuff continued the tradition of 
helping to guide and present at the 

Dummer students thrilled to resume field trips

AG LITERACY
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(Clockwise): 1. Alan Adams treats students to a hands-on crop lesson in his cornfield. 2. Ross Adams teaches 
students about feeder cattle. 3. Adams Farm employee, David Meyer, shows the students farm equipment. 

4. Rhodora Collins from DeKalb County Farm Bureau talks about everyday products made from commodities 
produced in Illinois. 5. JoAnn Adams leads students on a walking tour of the farm. 

1.

2.

3.

4.5.

AG LITERACY
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SEEN ITSEEN IT

SEEN IT                     June 2021

There are some unique historic barns at the Sandwich Fairgrounds. As a matter fact, 
two of them are featured on the DeKalb County Barn Tour on Aug. 14, including the one 
pictured. This dark green horse barn is located inside Gate 3 at the fairgrounds and is 
visible from Suydam Road on the western edge of Sandwich. The horse barn was built in 
1914 for exhibition horses in show classes, after an old draft horse barn was torn down. It 
measures 135’ x 40’ and has 19 single and 4 double stalls on each side of a 20’ alley.   

In the early days of the Sandwich Fair, buildings were added annually. This building 
was a newer concept, as previously the door to each stall opened to the outside with no 
center alley. Several years ago it was rented to horsemen who trained their horses on the 
track year around. Stall rental payments entitled horsemen access to the track. 

   For years, racehorses were relocated during the Fair and since 1997 the old horse barn 
has been used for poultry entries during Fair week. Today there are no horses in the barns 
at the fairgrounds and no horse racing as part of the Sandwich Fair.  

The winner of last month’s SEEN IT Somewhere contest is Laura Frieders of Sandwich 
who correctly identified the barn image. ■

Horse Barn No. 1 at Sandwich Fairgrounds

Members, tell us what this is and where you 
saw it. Send your response to: connections@

dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us at 815-756-
6361 and share your name and address. Correct 
answers will be entered into a drawing for a $20 

gift card. In the next issue we will reveal the 
answer and information about this  

ag-related photo.
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Provided by COUNTRY Financial®
COUNTRY

A farm is likely where you do 
more than raise livestock or till the 
land. For many farm families, it is 
also the homestead where you make 
memories with family beyond your 
life’s work.

Beyond general farm protection, 
COUNTRY Financial is here to help 
you get the coverage you need on the 
place you call home, so there are no 
surprises should you have to file a 
claim.

What do homeowners need to 
consider when purchasing home 
insurance?

Homeowners have many factors 
to consider after purchasing a home. 
What kind of improvements will they 
make in the future? What work needs 
to be done immediately? And most 
importantly, how can the home and  
its contents be adequately protected?

Homeowners should consider 
the following when purchasing 
homeowners insurance:

•Causes of loss to insure against. 
There are several types of coverages 
to choose from, but two common 
ones are broad form and risk direct 
physical loss coverage.

Broad form coverage provides 
protection for perils that are 
specifically listed in policy 
declarations (i.e., fire, lightning, 
windstorm, hail, theft).

Risk direct physical loss coverage 
is more comprehensive than the 
broad form. In addition to perils 
like fire or lightning, it also covers 
accidental losses, such as paint spills, 
ice damage and counter-top burns. 
However, there are exclusions to 

The Right Amount of Coverage for Your Home
this type of policy that you 
would want to talk over 
with your financial rep.

•Replacement cost coverage. 
Homeowners might consider this 
for their personal property, such as  
televisions, DVD players, computers.

•Deductibles. When deciding upon 
a deductible, homeowners should 
consider their ability to pay the out-
of-pocket expense at the time of the 
loss. Higher deductibles result in 
lower premiums.

•Liability coverage. This provides 
protection if someone is injured on 
their property or you’re responsible 
for damages to someone else’s 
property.

Why are so many homeowners 
not prepared and don’t have the 
right amount of protection?

There are two main reasons behind 
this. Knowledge – many people 
simply don’t know how much it 
would cost to rebuild their home 
and replace all of its contents. Plus, 
increasing rebuilding costs. The 
price of building materials continues 
to rise, along with labor costs. More 
disaster-prone areas have even 
mandated new building codes, which 
makes rebuilding more expensive, but 
many policyholders have not updated 
their coverages to protect against the 
higher costs.

What should homeowners do to 
make sure they are covered for the 
long haul?

We recommend homeowners do a 
regular insurance review with their 
financial representative to ensure 
they have the right coverages. 
Because repair and construction costs 
continue to rise, make sure you are 
adequately protected. Also, be sure 
to ask your financial rep specifically 
about what costs would be covered 
by your policy should your home be 
destroyed.

What about flood insurance? 
Does a homeowners policy cover 
flood damage?

No, they don’t. Homeowners 
insurance does NOT cover flood 
damage. If you live in a community 
that’s part of the National Flood 
Insurance Program, you can get 
flood insurance through the federal 
program. I recommend people talk to 
their insurance agent about this.

What about water damage caused 
by a sump pump overflow? Is that 
covered?

Damage from sump pump overflow 
isn’t automatically covered by a basic 
home policy. However, you can add 
a sump pump endorsement to your 
home policy to help protect you in 
case your sump pump fails.

For questions regarding home 
owners insurance, contact the 
COUNTRY Financial agency serving 
DeKalb County, 815-756-8026, or 
your financial representative.  
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Grilling pork chops
The DeKalb Area Pork Producers grilled 

over 900 pork chops for the recent pork chop 
drive-thru benefitting the DeKalb County 4-H 
Foundation. Grillmasters included (from left) Dan 
Hartmann, Justin Clausen, Ron Ness, Christian 
Thurwanger and Cole Johnson. Also contributing 
as volunteers were 4-H members, leaders, alumni, 
and staff. The 4-H office noted that 455 meals 
were sold for the annual drive-thru held at the 
Farm Bureau. ■

News provided by offices in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture
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Native plantings: Aftercare and long-term management
Every year not long after the corn 

and soybeans are planted, I start 
getting calls regarding the newly 
seeded native plantings that were 
completed in the spring or fall of the 
previous year, says Dean Johnson. 
The first comment is, “It sure looks 
weedy, and I don’t see anything that 
we are supposed to have planted.” 

This is when I try to reassure the 
farmer or landowner that this is what 
we expect with native seedings. 
Farmers are professional growers – 
they place the seed in the soil and 
then expect it to grow like the corn, 

soybeans, and cool 
season grasses – 
but that’s not how 
native plants work.

It can take 3-5 
years to establish a 
native plant, so what 

do we do to manage the acreage until 
it is established?

Early management is critical to 
preventing re-invading weeds and 
woody species from out- competing 
and displacing establishing natives. 
Some management strategies to 
use during the establishment phase 
include:
•  Mowing to reduce competition
•  Selective use of herbicide to 

control invasive perennials
•  Prescribed fire to promote native 

prairie species and discourage 
further invasion

•  Monitoring vegetation to evaluate 
establishment of prairie seedings 
throughout the establishment phase 
and beyond, adjust management 
plans as necessary, including the 
option to reseed to achieve the 
desired species composition and 
diversity.

If you are working with any federal 
or state programs to install native 
plantings you will need to follow the 
specific management activities set 
forth in your contract. 

Over time native plants will 
eventually crowd out undesirable 
species but it is 
not uncommon 
that these sites 
can be invaded 
by Cottonwood 
and Maple 
saplings which 
need to be 
removed or 
controlled with 
prescribed 
burning to 
maintain the 
integrity of the 

native planting. A successful native 
planting requires constant monitoring 
and management to achieve the 
desired outcome.

Native plantings can be beautiful 
especially if native flowers are 
included in the seed mix. Prairie plants 
are good for the soil and provide 
beneficial habitat for wildlife. 

Organizations like the Soil and 
Water Conservation District, the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, Farm Service Agency 
and Pheasants Forever can assist 
landowners in cost share funding 
and technical advice. Please feel 
free to contact one of these agencies 
if you need advice. The number for 
assistance is 815-756-3234, ext. 3. ■

CRP sign up underway at FSA office
Farmers and landowners have until 

July 23 to apply for the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) general 
signup.

In addition, the Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) will accept applications 
for CRP grasslands to Aug. 20. This 
year, USDA updated both signup 
options to provide greater incentives 
for farmers and increase conservation 
benefits. Sign up for both programs is 
competitive.

Acting FSA State Director, Dan 
Puccetti described the programs as 
“new and improved.” Puccetti said, 
“Bottom line, CRP now makes more 
financial sense for producers while 

also providing a bigger return on 
investment in terms of natural resource 
benefits.”

Through CRP, farmers and 
landowners establish long-term, 
resource-conserving plant species to 
control soil erosion, improve water 
quality and enhance wildlife habitat 
on cropland. FSA has added a new 
climate-smart practice incentive for 
practices that sequester carbon and 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

FSA is also adding a one-time 
“inflationary” adjustment for payment 
rates, as well as having more flexibility 
on adjusting soil rental rates.

CRP grasslands helps landowners 

and farm operators protect grassland, 
including rangeland, and pastureland 
and certain other lands, while 
maintaining the areas as grazing lands. 
FSA updated the grasslands signup to 
establish a minimum rental rate of $15 
per acre and new national grassland 
priority zones.

To enroll in the CRP general signup, 
farmers and landowners should contact 
their local USDA Service Center by 
the July 23 and 
by Aug. 20 to 
enroll in the 
CRP grasslands 
signup. ■
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FFA

Capture the Country Photo Contest
Enter our 2021 Photo Contest for a chance to be published in CONNECTIONS magazine.

• Photo contest is open to local, amateur photographers.

• Take photographs within DeKalb County of anything that represents country life. 

• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@
dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief 
description of the photo’s location 
and the city you are from.

• Each month a winning photo 
will be chosen and published in 
CONNECTIONS magazine. ■

By Jeffrey Jacobson

Growing up in DeKalb County, Jeffrey Jacobson 
developed a love for agriculture at a young age. 
As a teenager he detasseled and worked for 
DeKalb Ag. As an adult, his love for agriculture 
is now reflected in his photography. Jeffrey took 
this photo in Milan Township near Gurler Road 
while working. Jeffrey works as a real estate 
appraiser which he said, “allows me to witness 
the beauty throughout DeKalb County.”

Red, White, & Beautiful
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Your farm is your legacy
Let us help you protect it with customized farm insurance.

Farm insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomington, Illinois.
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