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Agriculture in Good Hands
Last month I had the opportunity to visit with leaders 

throughout the state at my first Illinois Farm Bureau 
Presidents meeting. And let me be the first to say, 
Farm Bureau has a lot going on and even more to 
accomplish in the years ahead. 

Rest assured, Illinois agriculture is in good hands 
and the presidents from various counties all share 
a common goal: representing the best interest of 
agriculture and our fellow farmers.  

The meeting covered areas such as: state and 
national issues, membership trends, policy development, 
livestock, member engagement, the county Farm Bureau 
of the future and reports from GROWMARK and 
COUNTRY Financial. 

And as I look at the future, engagement might be one 
of the most important, if not the most important, when it 
comes to agriculture’s future.

As a farmer organization we are very well respected 
in Washington, DC, in Springfield, and at the county 
level. But that did not just happen overnight. Without 

continued engagement of members and a unified 
voice our efforts will diminish.  

At a time when many of DeKalb County farmers 
are reinvesting in Farm Bureau by paying their dues, 
there is still a need to grow and engage. As farmers 
we need to encourage the next generation to join in 
our effort. We must also remind those that have not 
reinvested for many years to help us build a stronger 
membership.  

With your involvement, agriculture will continue to 
be in good hands. ■



2      CONNECTIONS    August 2021

Find the soybean and win!
Let’s see if you can find the soybean 

(resembling the one here) in this month’s 
issue of our magazine and be eligible to 
win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-756-
6361, by Sept. 1 for your chance to win. 

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact 
description of the location of the soybean 
on that page. You will also need to include 
your name, address and phone number in 
the email.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the kernel 
contest was Marla Rommel of Sycamore. 
The kernel was hidden on page 22 in the 
yellow shirt of the ATV photo of the July 
CONNECTIONS. ■

Follow us!

 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty
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www.CultivateConnections.org

Farm Bureau Main Site 
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org
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Calendar
SEPTEMBER 
Sept. 6 Labor Day Holiday 
Farm Bureau Office closed

Sept. 8-12 DeKalb Co. Sandwich Fair 
Sandwich Fairgrounds

Sept. 13 Music 
By Truman’s Ridge Band 
Prime Timers Luncheon
12-Noon
$7 lunch fee
Register by Sept. 7

Sept. 16 SILO Film 
A film about grain entrapment 
4 & 7 p.m. showings with dinner
Register by Sept. 13

OCTOBER 
Oct. 4 “The Great Chicago Fire  –   
Commemorating 150 Years” 
By Terry Lynch 
Prime Timers Luncheon
12-Noon
$7 lunch fee
Register by Sept. 28

Oct. 6-7 Defensive Driving Course 
10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Open to members 55+years
$20 
Register by Sept. 30

Farm Bureau Office Open
The Farm Bureau office is open 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Please stop by or call 815-756-6361 
to reach us. 

If it ain’t RED...
Farmers like their tractors. And by golly, most are 

true to one color. Green (John Deere) or Red (Case 
International) are by far the most popular.

Take the Diehl Brothers, for example, it’s obvious 
they like their red tractors – from the vintage Farmall 
M and 1466 tractors purchased by their father 
decades ago to the modern-day tractors like their 
Case IH 290 Magnum they purchased a few years 
ago. The old ones hold sentimental value while the 
new ones are their workhorses.

Seeing their old tractors conjured up memories of 
my past tractor days. Like most farm kids, I started learning how to drive smaller 
tractors, like the Cub Cadet, to mow our lawn. 

During my high school years I drove the IH 706. The 706 was my favorite tractor 
with its narrow front-end and 89 horsepower. I put plenty of hours on that tractor, 
mostly pulling the hay baler. When you have dairy cows you put up lots of hay so it 
was a regular summer job for me.

I also drove our IH 806. Then we graduated to the 1066 with 125 horsepower. 
It was our first tractor with a cab!  The cab sort of muffled the sound of the tractor 
but on the other hand was especially hot in the summer because there was no air 
conditioning in the cab back then.   

Fast forward to today…the Magnum IH tractors have three times the horsepower 
(compared to the 1970s tractors) and cabs are equipped with high tech operating 
systems, temperature controls, a radio, GPS, auto steer, suspension seats, and 
displays for monitoring field operations. Farmers appreciate the modern tractors for 
the work they do as well as the comforts they provide.

Loving our red tractors, we like to say… if it ain’t RED keep it in the shed! ■
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By the
 NUMBERS

•  At the first fairs, there were 4 kinds of livestock shown: 
cattle, swine, sheep and horses. In addition to these, 
other livestock shows were added to include: dairy 
cattle, dairy goats, poultry, rabbits and llamas, for a 
total of 9 kinds of livestock. 

•  In 1938 the Department of Agriculture ordered all cattle 
to be tested for TB and brucellosis and all hogs had 
to have proof of vaccination for hog cholera. Now a 
Certificate of Veterinary Inspection is required.

•  Anyone could show livestock in the open show classes. 
The Junior Livestock Show began in 1949, open to 
young people under 21 years old who lived in DeKalb, 
Kane, Kendall and LaSalle counties. In later years it was 
open to youth from other counties.

•  A livestock parade was held in front of the grandstand 
on Friday afternoon for Open Class winners and on 
Sunday afternoon for Junior livestock exhibitors. The 
last parade was held in 1970.

•  The first Junior Livestock Sale was held in 1971, open 
to all junior livestock exhibits. All champions and the 
first three placings of each class had to be sold. The 
sale of other animals was optional. The last livestock 
sale was in 1985. ■

     Source: The Sandwich Fair Association

A Tradition of Livestock Shows
The Sandwich Fair has a longstanding tradition 
of having one of the best livestock shows in the 
Midwest dating back to 1888.

Livestock Parade of Champions
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Joe Suddeth remembers his show 
days like it was yesterday. 

The thrill of following his black 
and white belted pigs into the show 
ring was the highlight of his youth. 
His daily work of raising pigs at his 
Shabbona farm and picking the best 
of the litter for show resulted in some 
champions.

“My best year was in 1958 when 
I had Grand Champion Gilt over 
all breeds at the Sandwich Fair,” 
explained Joe. For his champion 
award, he received a gold watch from 
Howard Kauffman of Waterman, 
sponsor of the award. At the time 
he was a junior at Shabbona High 
School and had been showing at fairs 
for six years.

“You could only win the gold watch 
one time,” recalled Joe. So when he 
repeated his championship win the 
next year (Gilt, Boar and Barrows) he 
didn’t get another gold watch, but just 
the purple ribbons.

In 1959, he had another 

exceptionally good year at both the 
Sandwich Fair and DeKalb County 
4-H Fair. At the 4-H show he won the 
Bankers Federation trophy for Grand 
Champion Sow Pig and Boar Pig, 
and the DeKalb Chronicle trophy for 
Grand Champion Purebred Litter. 

Joe typically showed at the 4-H 
Fair, being a member of the Chief 
Shabbona 4-H Club; at the FFA 
Fair, as a member of the Shabbona 
FFA Chapter; at the Sandwich Fair, 
Illinois State Fair, the International in 

Show Days
The Suddeth Family has been showing pigs since 1923

Chicago, and the National Hampshire 
Show.

In 1967, Joe earned Senior 
Champion with his two-year-old 
sow at the State Fair in Springfield. 
At the National Barrow Show in 
Minneapolis he won Champion 
Heavyweight Barrow in overall 
breeds and Champion Carcass.

“It’s a little luck and a lot of hard 
work,” said Joe about showing pigs. 
Beyond aiming for the trophies and 
purple ribbons, “We’ve made many 
friends in our years of showing. I lay 
in bed some nights thinking about all 
the guys I used to show with.” ►

“It’s a little luck and a lot of hard 
work (showing pigs). We’ve 
made many friends in our years 
of showing.”               Joe Suddeth

(Above) In 1959 at the DeKalb County 
4-H Fair, Joe Suddeth won the Bankers 
Federation trophy for Grand Champion Sow 
Pig and Boar Pig, and the DeKalb Chronicle 
trophy for Grand Champion Purebred Litter. 
This photo appeared in the DeKalb County 
Farmer newsletter. (Right) Today, Joe holds 
some of his many champion plaques, 
trophies and ribbons from the past.

This year marks the 64th 
consecutive year for the Suddeth 
family to show at the Sandwich Fair.
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Joe followed in his father’s footsteps showing hogs. His father, Garnet, 
showed registered Hampshire hogs during his youth, 1923 to 1932. Then it was 
Joe’s turn showing in his younger years from 1952 to 1961 in the junior shows 
and in the open show at the Sandwich Fair until 2000. 

The Suddeth’s raised mainly Hampshire hogs but later added Durocs, 
Yorkshires and Chester Whites to the mix of purebreds. Joe’s sons, Joey and 
Neil, showed both purebred and crossbred pigs.

As times changed in the show circuit, the Suddeths continued to choose 
hogs raised on their farm versus buying show pigs. Now Joe’s youngest 
grandson Logan, the fourth generation, selects pigs from their farm 
stock to show at the local fairs.

“Watching the grandkids show is what it’s all about today,” said 
the 79-year-old grandpa. All three of his grandsons have shown 
pigs – Cody, Austin and Logan. 

Joe’s job now is to open gates for his grandson in order 
to move pigs from the pens to the show arena. Joe’s 
wife, Nancy, keeps track of the show results. “We 
look forward to the shows; it’s the highlight of our 
year,” said Nancy. 

The Suddeth’s spend much of their summer 
going to fairs, just to watch the shows. 
Otherwise they focus on raising pigs on their 
farm – the same way Joe’s dad did nearly 90 
years ago. ■ 

The Suddeth family continues their tradition of showing pigs. Pictured 
at the 2021 DeKalb County 4-H Fair are (from left): Joey, Nancy, Joe, 
Neil, and Logan Suddeth. Logan is the fourth generation of family 
showmen.

Joey Suddeth showed pigs 
at the local fairs. He is 
shown with his pigs at the 
4-H Fair in 1980.
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the

It’s that time of year again when you see the yellow 
planes out diving over the corn fields! (At least it was 
when I wrote this at the end of July.) 

I love this time of year! 
Several years ago I started helping one of those crazy 

guys dive bombing the corn in an air tractor. Over the 
last few years I have had less and less time to help out 
during flying season, but this year I still got to help out 
here and there when I had time and when he and his 
family needed an extra hand. 

When I tell people that I help with aerial pesticide 
application, most people ask me if I fly the planes. I 
definitely do not fly the planes since I don’t have my 
pilot’s license, nor do I have a commercial pesticide 
application license…nor do I  probably have the guts to 
do it! 

I help schedule fields that need to be sprayed and 
review fields once they have been flown – which sounds 
a bit less exciting than flying a plane, but someone needs 
to do it! 

Elizabeth Koenig works alongside her father on their family 
farm in Hinckley growing corn and soybeans. She also is a 
clincal therapist when she’s not working on the farm or taking 
selfies with air tractors.

This is one of the field maps that we print after a field has 
been sprayed. The blue lines are swaths that show where 
the field was sprayed. You can see that the pilot turned off 
the sprayer as he was flying over the grass water ways and 
around the farm yard.

Assisting with Aerial Applications

It’s actually pretty cool to see the field maps once a field 
has been flown. You can actually see each swath a plane 
makes in the field. So, you can see if they missed a spot 
or sprayed outside of the boundaries of the field. I have 
actually never seen a map where the pilot has sprayed 
outside of the field boundary. If anything, I see some 

missing spots 
where the pilot 
was intentionally 
creating a buffer 
along a busy road 
or a farm yard. 

I actually prefer the pilot not to make a buffer around our 
farm yard when he sprays our fields. The pesticide they are 
spraying is a fungicide that helps fight disease in plants and 
improve the health of the plant. They only use two gallons 
of liquid per acre with the pesticide and most of that is 
water. As far as pesticides are concerned, it is a safe way to 
apply them.

This year my dad and I had both our beans and corn 
sprayed with a fungicide. Hot and humid weather that we 
had in July creates perfect conditions for disease to appear 
in the plants. And now that our corn and beans have been 
sprayed and fall is getting closer we are already preparing 
for harvest. More on that subject next time. ■

Aerial applicators use only two 
gallons of liquid per acre with the 
pesticide – most of it is water.
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A I R C R A F T  S P R A Y  C R O P S  T O  S T O P

P E S T S  &  D I S E A S E S .  T H E R E  A R E

M O R E  T H A N  40  D I F F E R E N T  P E S T S

T H A T  C A N  D E S T R O Y  C R O P S .

H O M E O W N E R S  U S E  U P  T O

10  T I M E S  M O R E  P E S T I C I D E S  O N

T H E I R  L A W N S  T H A N  F A R M E R S

U S E  O N  T H E I R  C R O P S .

AERIAL APPLICATORS

A I R C R A F T  G E T  A S  C L O S E  A S  10

F E E T  T O  T H E  T O P  O F  C R O P S

W H E N  S P R A Y I N G .

Sources: USDA, USEPA, AgriFlite Services, Inc.

2  G A L L O N S  O F  L I Q U I D  A R E

A P P L I E D  P E R  A C R E .  A B O U T  6 -8

O U N C E S  A R E  P E S T I C I D E  P R O D U C T .

L O C A L  A E R I A L  A P P L I C A T O R S  A R E

R E G U L A T E D  B Y  5  G O V E R N M E N T

A G E N C I E S  F O R  S A F E T Y .

Aerial applications occur in the summer when crops are too tall or fields are too wet for on-ground spraying.
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Chrysanthemum is Japanese, 
She’s a fine lady, if you please. 
She comes to see us once a year, 
about the time Thanksgiving’s here.  
         Elizabeth Gordon
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Janice M. Weber, University of Illinois Extension, DeKalb County Master Gardener

By late summer, the petunias get 
spindly, the coneflowers get floppy, 
and the phlox come down with 
mildew. That’s when chrysanthemums 
come to our rescue revving up our 
enthusiasm with mounds of colorful 
flowers.  

Mums were first cultivated in China 
more than 3,500 years ago. Only the 
nobility could grow them. Their seeds 
arrived in Japan around the fourth 
century, where the flower became the 
symbol of the emperor. Now they are 
the most popular flower in the world 
after the rose.

Plant breeders have done 
tremendous work creating thousands 
of varieties with interesting petal 
shapes, colors and sizes. The flowers 
range in size from one to six inches 
across, and the plants can stand six 
inches to three feet tall. There are 
pompons, daisies, buttons, and showy 
football types. The petals can be 
spikey, spoon-like, or quilled, and 
curve under, over, or lay flat.  

There is a temptation to buy mums 
in the fall, enjoy them in their pots, 
and then plant them in the ground 
after they bloom out. This doesn’t 
work because it is too late for them to 
get established. The mums you buy at 
that time should be treated as annuals. 

The best time to plant mums is in 
the spring or early summer. Purchase 
them as small potted plants, or order 
them from garden catalogs. Mums 
have shallow, fibrous roots that 
need as much time as possible to get 
established before winter. Give them 

some growing space because they can 
get powdery mildew. Water them well 
during hot, dry summer weather. They 
like fertile, well-drained soil and at 
least 6 hours of sun a day.

Don’t apply additional fertilizer 
until the next spring. Then, use a 
complete fertilizer, such as 10-10-10 
one to three times during the active 
growing season. Stop fertilizing them 
when flower buds develop.

Chrysanthemums develop their 
flowers as the days get shorter in late 
summer. Different cultivars require 
different periods of darkness. This 
means that with careful selection your 
garden could have mums blooming 
from August through October.

If you want your mums to produce 
many flowers, they need to be 
pinched. To do this remove about 
one inch off the tip of each shoot 
by snapping or cutting it off. Leave 
two to three leaves on the shoot. The 
first pinch is done when the plants 
are about six inches tall. Then, pinch 
again on all the shoots every six or 

so inches to promote bushy, compact 
plants with many flowers. Stop this 
process by July 4.

After they bloom, trim off the 
dead flowers. Then, once the ground 
freezes, cut down the dead stems and 
place them on top of the plant crowns. 
Mulch them with six to eight inches of 
shredded leaves, straw, or evergreen 
boughs. Mulching is necessary to 
improve their winter survival by 
protecting their roots. Remove the 
mulch in early spring when new 
growth appears.

Divide your mums in the spring 
every three to five years when new 
growth appears. Dig up each plant 
and separate the outer pieces from 
the center with a sharp tool.  Discard 
the original center and replant the 
separated outer pieces.  Three to 
five shoots are enough to start a new 
clump.

 Each fall we can look forward to 
the exciting show of color provided 
by chrysanthemums. They look 
sensational planted in groups of 
three to five plants and with asters or 
ornamental grasses. ■

Colorful Chrysanthemums

The Master Gardener Help Desk 
is open. Garden questions can be 
emailed to uiemg-dekalb@illinois.
edu, or call 815-758-8194, Mon.-
Fri., 9 a.m. - noon.

Chrysanthemums develop 
their flowers as the days 
get shorter in late summer.  
Different cultivars require 
different periods of darkness. 
This means that with careful 
selection your garden could 
have mums blooming from 
August through October.

Photos courtesy of Janice Weber
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The Hartmanns – Dan and Ashley – raise pigs and 
grow corn and soybeans on their family farm. They 
reside in Sycamore with their children Layla and 
Oliver. Dan is a 4th generation farmer.

Q: Why do livestock farms spread manure on wheat 
fields?

A: We grow winter wheat and harvest it in July so we 
have the summer months to apply hog manure on the 
wheat ground. We empty our manure pits and  
the manure provides fertility to our soils. 

Dan & Ashley Hartmann

Northern Illinois agriculture is largely dominated by corn and 
soybeans – green fields everywhere you look in the summer months. 
However, occasionally, a field of gold catches the eye. 

We drill winter wheat in September of each year, right after 
soybeans are harvested from the field. Then in July we harvest our 
winter wheat crop on Hartmann Farms.

Like other livestock producers in the area we grow winter 
wheat in order to have open fields to spread manure in the 
summer months. The straw is also used by livestock producers for 
animal bedding over the cold winter months. 

After the wheat is harvested and the straw is baled, almost 
immediately, we begin hauling manure and incorporating it into the 
soil. On our farm, this is the main purpose of the winter wheat crop 
– manure ground.  

It will take a few weeks to spread the manure, depending on 
the weather, to empty all the manure pits. We prefer to do this in 
the summer because of the labor and time commitment. Harvesting 
corn and soybeans in the fall takes months to complete. On our 
farm, we cannot spare the equipment or people from the harvest 
operation to spread manure at the same time.

All our hog buildings are built over a pit which collects the waste 
from the hogs, as well as water waste from pressure washing. Each 

pit is designed based on the number of animals 
the building can house and how often it will be 
pumped out. It is common to have an eight-foot 
deep pit under the entire square footage of the 
confinement, which is roughly enough storage for 
one year. 

To apply the manure, we use an implement called 
a manure spreader (also known as a honey wagon) 
pulled behind a tractor. It consists of a large tank 
for holding liquid manure and uses large tillage 
knifes to open the soil, then a set of pumps to 
inject the organic waste directly into the ground. 
Incorporating the manure in this way reduces 
ground run off and helps keep the smell minimized. 

Manure is an incredibly useful commodity in 
the agricultural world. Animal waste can be used 
as a fertilizer source for row crops, pastureland, 
and hay ground. It is an excellent source of 
Nitrogen, Phosphorous, and Potassium (N, P, & K) 
– the macronutrients we focus on in the application 
of commercial fertilizers. 

On fields we apply manure, we can greatly 
reduce the amount of commercial fertilizer we 
need to apply. Additionally, manure restores many 
other nutrients and organic matter, helping to build 
overall soil fertility and quality. 

If you drive by a farmer spreading this liquid 
gold, know they are doing great things for the soil, 
but we do recommend you keep your windows 
rolled up! ■

A manure spreader injects manure into the soil as a fertilizer source for 
row crops.
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FARM & FOOD

Throughout history, people who 
raise livestock have used manure as 
a fertilizer, soil amendment, energy 
source, and even consturction 
material. Manure contains many 
useful, recyclable components, 
including nutrients, organic matter, 
solids, energy, and fiber.

Nutrients – Manure contains 
nitrogen, phosphorus, and other 
nutrients that plants need to grow. 
Farmers can often save money by 
properly using manure as a fertilizer. 
Proper use of manure as a fertilizer 
minimizes nutrient pollution to water 
resources and helps build healthy 
soils.

Organic Matter – Adding 
manure to soils is an excellent way 

The Scoop on Poop!

to increase soil organic matter. Soil 
organic matter contributes to overall 
soil health – the soil’s ability and 
sustainability to function as a living 
ecosystem. Organic matter improves 
soil structure and the soil’s ability to 
hold water.

Solids – Manure begins as mostly 
water. Different types of manure can 
contain from 8 to 26 percent solids. 
By separating the liquid and solid 
portions of the manure, the solids 
can be used for other purposes like 
bedding for cattle.

Energy – Manure contains a lot 
of carbon and other elements that 
can be used to generate different 
types of biofuels such as biogas and 
bio-oil. These biofuels can be used 
for heat or electricity on the farm or 

Livestock manure is a valuable resource for crop production and soils.

to power engines and turbines. Using 
manure to generate biofuels reduces 
our reliance on non-renewable fossil 
fuels.

Fiber – Manure contains a great 
deal of fiber. Some of the fiber is 
from undigested animal feed and 
some is from straw, sawdust or other 
bedding that gets mixed in with the 
manure. Manure fiber is used to 
produce products like plant growth 
medium, seed starter pots, paper, and 
building materials. ■ 

Sources: U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, National Cattlemen’s Beef Associa-

tion, U.S. Poultry & Egg Association, United 
Egg Producers, National Pork Producers 

Council, National Milk Producers Federation, 
www.thecattlesite.com.  Dan & Ashley Hartmann
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SILO-A film about grain entrapment
Thursday, Sept. 16, 2021
4 p.m. & 7 p.m. shows 

(movie length 70 minutes)

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Theater 
1350 W. Prairie Drive, Sycamore

Two seatings for dinner, 5:30 and 6:15 p.m. in the Farm Bureau Auditorium

Call DeKalb County Farm Bureau for reservations and indicate show times, 815-756-6361,  
or register at: www.dekalbfarmbureau.org/event/silo. 

Deadline to register - Sept. 13
Recommended for those who may work around grain – farm families, agribusiness persons, and first responders. 

No charge to attend.  Reservations required.

About the movie: Inspired by true events, SILO tells the story of 
an 18-year-old who falls victim to a grain entrapment incident that 
brings the community together in a small farm town. After the 
movie, a guided conversation will address safety issues.

Sponsors
A&P Grain Systems 
Vern’s Farm Supply

Sukup Manufacturing Company
DeKalb County Farm Bureau

COUNTRY Financial® DeKalb County Agency
Conserv FS 

CHS - Elburn 
DeLong Co. 

FS Grain 
Maplehurst 

Mullins Grain Co.

Coming Sept. 16
DeKalb County Farm BureauRegister soon
at DeKalb County 

Farm Bureau!
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FARM COUNTRY

Online training required for new CDLs

On Aug. 27-29, head over to North 
Third Street (look for the large 
combine and tractor), for some family 
fun in downtown DeKalb. There 
will be an assortment of activities 
especially for young children. 

The DeKalb County Corn & 
Soybean Growers are coordinating 
the agricultural activities during 
Corn Fest. Other participating 
organizations include the Cattlemen’s 
Association, Lamb Producers and 
Pork Producers.

Corn Fest Agtivities

Illinois Farm Bureau will provide 
information about new entry-level 
driver training (ELDT) related to the 
new Commercial Driver’s License 
(CDL) requirement at an Aug. 31 
online informational meeting, starting 
at noon. 

Rodney Knittel, IFB assistant 
director of transportation and 
infrastructure, said Dan Meyer with 
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration will speak. 

Beginning Feb. 7, 2022, a driver 
must complete ELDT before applying 

for or upgrading to a Class A or B 
CDL or seeking an endorsement for 
hazardous materials (H), passengers 
(P), or school buses (S). ELDT 
regulations are not retroactive and 
do not apply to individuals with a 
valid CDL or who obtain an S, P or 
H endorsement before Feb. 7, 2022, 
Knittel said.

Those renewing their existing CDL 
and not seeking to change the class 
of license or add an endorsement 
will not be required to go through 
training, Knittel added.

Likewise, individuals with a 
non-CDL driver’s license are not 
required to have training. This 
includes those with a non-CDL 
J50 and the non-CDL J51 license 
available to individuals who qualify 
for farmer exemptions from the CDL. 
The non-CDL license can only be 
used with farm plated vehicles and 
requires the same written and skill 
testing as the CDL, Knittel pointed 
out.

The transportation specialist 
suggested those considering a CDL 
plan ahead. If an applicant who 
obtained a commercial learner’s 
permit (CLP) before Feb. 7, 2022, 
gets a CDL before the CLP or 
renewed CLP expires, that person 
would not be subject to the ELDT 
requirements.

Drivers 18 and older are eligible 
to get a class A or B CDL. Those 
younger than 21 will be restricted 
to in-state or intrastate travel. After 
written tests are passed, the applicant 
receives a CLP, which is good for 180 
days and may be renewed for another 
180 days.

Contact the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau to register, 815-756-6361. ■

Phil Montgomery, Corn & 
Soybean Growers president, is 
heading up the ag activities. This 
year is the sixth year for the farm 
groups’ participation. 

One of the exhibits is a 
biofuels mobile education 
center – a 45-foot-long trailer 
stocked full of educational, 
interactive displays and a movie. 
The education center, provided by 
the Corn Promotion Board, shows 
how biofuels are produced and 

DeKalb Corn Fest features farm fun for everyone!

contribute to our economy, improve 
our environment and reduce our 
dependence on foreign oil. ■

Coming Aug. 31 Coming Aug. 31 
Online Meeting Online Meeting 

at Noonat Noon



The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for 
Agriculture recently awarded 18 scholarships to deserving 
college students. The Foundation congratulates these 
students receiving the Ag Discipline Scholarship, DeKalb 
Ag Scholarship, Orville A. Olson Ag Scholarship, Bob & 
Norma Wildenradt Ag Scholarship, Arden & Dorothy Baie 

Honoring Students with Scholarships
Farm Bureau Foundation awards 18 scholarships

SCHOLARSHIPS

Ag Discipline Scholarships

Arden & Dorothy Baie Scholarships

Claire Plapp
Senior
South Dakota State Univ.
Dairy Production & 
Manufacturing

Mindy Smits
Junior
University of 
Wisconsin-Platteville
Agricultural Education

Tate Johnson
Sophomore
Black Hawk East
Animal Science

Brooke Wackerlin
Junior
University of 
Wisconsin-Platteville
Agricultural Education

Holly Marsh
Senior
University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater
Art/Graphic Design

Sophia McComb
Junior
Cornell University
Applied Economics & 
Management/Ag Goods

Avery Plote
Junior
University of Illinois
Crop Science & Computer 
Science

Orville A. Olson  
Ag Scholarship

George Stice
Junior
Western Kentucky University
Accounting ►

Keith Herrmann
Junior
Iowa State University
Ag Business

DeKalb Ag 
Scholarship

Bob & Norma Wildenradt 
Ag Scholarship

Scholarship, Robert Morley Science Scholarship, and 
Medical Scholarship. 

College students receiving scholarships are pictured 
and listed with their year in school, university 
attending and their major.
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Medical Scholarships

Josh Anderson
Senior
Iowa State University
Construction Engineering

Jaylene Jennings
Graduate Student
University of Findlay, OH
Physician Assistant

Nolan Govig
Junior
Northern Illinois University
Mechanical Engineering

Seth Harbecke
Junior
Iowa State University
Ag Biochemistry

SCHOLARSHIPS
Robert Morley Science Scholarships

Rosemary Nelson
Senior
George Williams College
Nursing

Evelyn Witte
Junior
St. Ambrose University
Biology

Cameron Pedersen
Senior
University of Notre Dame
Biological Sciences

Morgan Johnson
Senior
Iowa State University
Animal Science

Grace Flemming
Junior
Loyola University
Biochemistry

Wildenradts give top ag scholarship
For the second year, Bob and Norma Wildenradt were genuinely pleased with the 

caliber of students applying for their named endowed scholarship.  
This year’s recipient of their ag scholarship is Avery Plote of rural Leland. He is 

the 20-year-old son of Roy and Janet Plote.
Avery is a junior at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign majoring in 

crop science and computer science. This summer he had an internship with CNH 
Industrial in technology training.

“Because of this investment in students like me, we as young leaders are able 
to become more productive in life and beneficial to our community,” said Avery. 
“I can’t wait to see how I will personally make an impact in our agricultural 
industry.”

In the future, Avery hopes to be employed by an agricultural company with a job 
of developing software to improve agricultural systems. 

The Bob and Norma Wildenradt Ag Scholarship is awarded annually to a student 
studying agriculture at a college in Illinois. The $2,000 scholarship goes toward 
tuition and fees. It is one of 29 college scholarships granted by the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Foundation this year. ■ 

Norma and Bob Wildenradt presented their 
2021 college scholarship to Avery Plote, 
an agricultural student at the University of 
Illinois.
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PRIME TIMERS

Defensive Driving Course updated for members 55+, coming Oct. 6 & 7
The National Safety Council has 

made major revisions to its Defensive 
Driving Course for seniors. The 
course will be offered on Oct. 6 and 7 
at DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

Members 55+ are welcome to 
register for the course at the Farm 
Bureau office. At the completion of 
the two-day course, members will 
receive a three-year certification and 
be eligible for a discount on their 
automobile insurance.

The course runs from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. each day. Participants 
must attend both days to receive 
certification.

As in the past, this program 
continues to stress the principles of 
defensive driving, as well as adding 
new visual aids and materials.

The instructor for the course is 
Doug Sommer of Pekin, who was 
a safety educator with COUNTRY 
Financial for over 30 years.

The Defensive Driving Course is 
being cosponsored by DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau and the COUNTRY 
Financial agency in DeKalb County. 

Reservations are required and class 
size is limited. Cost to participate 
is $25 and includes course fees, 
materials, and a hearty lunch both 
days. 

Call the Farm Bureau office to 
make reservations, 815-756-6361. 
The deadline to register is Oct. 4. ■
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PROGRAMSPROGRAMS
Truman’s Ridge performs in September

Back by popular demand, Truman’s 
Ridge offers an exciting blend of 
bluegrass music, a bit of folk, a hint 
of jazz and a touch of swing music for 
Farm Bureau Prime Timers. 

The Truman’s Ridge Band features 
Steven Sarver on guitar; Bruce 
Wallace on banjo, harmonica and 
upright bass; Chris Johnson on upright 
bass and guitar; Charley Smart on 
dobro, resonator and guitar; and Max 
Winkels on mandolin and banjo. 

They will be performing on Monday, 
Sept. 13 at 1 p.m. in the DeKalb 

County Farm 
Bureau Theater. 
Prior to their 
performance, 
Prime Timers will 
enjoy a pork chop 
lunch at noon in 
the Farm Bureau 
Auditorium. 

Prime Timers are 
urged to register for the Sept. 13 lunch 
and program at the Farm Bureau 
office. Lunch fee is $7 and due at the 
time of registration. The deadline to 

register is Sept. 7.
Prime Timers is open to DeKalb 

County Farm Bureau Members 55+ 
years. ■

The Truman’s Ridge Band will kick-off 2021 
Prime Timer events with a performance on 
Sept. 13 at Farm Bureau. Band members 
are: Max Winkels, Charley Smart, Bruce 
Wallace, Steven Sarver and Chris Johnson.

The Great Chicago Fire: A Phoenix from the Ashes by Terry Lynch
In October of 1871, the City 

of Chicago burned for two days, 
destroying thousands of buildings, 
and killing an estimated 300 people.

Commemorating the 150th 
Anniversary of the blaze, Terry 
Lynch, as Patrick O’Leary, will 
discuss the theories surrounding 
the start of the fire, as well as 
the aftermath with Farm Bureau 
members. 

Lynch will offer this historical 

portrayal for Farm Bureau Prime 
Timers on Monday, Oct. 4 at 1 p.m. 
in the Farm Bureau Theater. 

He will describe the aftermath of 
the blaze, and how the reconstruction 
of the city quickly led to an era of 
unsurpassed economic development 
and population growth. 

Prior to the program, lunch is 
available for Prime Timer members 
at noon. Lunch fee is $7, payable in 
advance at the Farm Bureau office by 
Sept. 28. ■ 

Patrick O’Leary (aka Terry Lynch) will 
discuss the theories surrounding the Great 
Chicago Fire on Oct. 4 at Farm Bureau. 



PRIME TIMERS

TRIPSTRIPS

It’s a classic: “Holiday Inn” at The Fireside Theatre in December
Irving Berlin’s “Holiday Inn” 

comes to The Fireside Theatre in 
celebration of holidays throughout 
the year. It’s based on the classic 
film starring Bing Crosby and Fred 
Astaire. 

To get you in the Christmas holiday 
spirit, DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
has secured a group of seats for the 
Fireside’s matinee show in Fort 
Atkinson, Wisconsin on Wednesday, 
Dec. 8.

This joyous musical features 
thrilling dance numbers, laugh-out-
loud comedy and a parade of hit 
Irving Berlin songs including “White 
Christmas” and more. 

Before the show, members will 
enjoy a superb Fireside lunch 
which includes chicken picatta 
served with scalloped potatoes and 
fresh asparagus and baby carrots, 
plus carrot cake, soup, breads and 
beverages. 

Cost is $106 for members and 
$116 for non-member guests. Price 
includes motor coach transportation, 

the “Holiday Inn” Fireside show and 
lunch. 

Motor coach departs from DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau at 9 a.m. and 
returns by 6 p.m.

Registration for this trip opens on 
Oct. 1 at the Farm Bureau office. Call 
815-756-6361 or stop by to make 
payment by check or credit card. 
Don’t wait – a limited number of 
spaces are available on a first come, 
first served basis.

The Fireside day trip is being 
sponsored by the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Prime Timers 
Committee. ■

See Forever Plaid, a heavenly musical, at Drury Lane
Drury Lane presents Forever Plaid, 

a smash hit musical and nostalgic 
look at the past.

See the live show and musical with 
Farm Bureau on Thursday, Nov. 4 in 
Oakbrook. Farm Bureau has a limited 
number of reserved seats for Forever 
Plaid.

The show is about a barbershop 
quartet on their way to their first big 
gig when tragedy strikes. The guys 
are given the chance to perform from 
the afterlife with 50s music hits like 
“Love is a Many-Splendored Thing.”

Before the show Farm Bureau 

members will enjoy a hearty lunch 
with choices of chicken, salmon or 
vegetable entrees. 

Cost of the Forever Plaid day trip 
is $98 for members, $108 for guests. 
Price includes lunch and the show at 
Drury Lane Theatre and motor coach 
transportation.

Motor coach departs from Farm 
Bureau at 10 a.m. and returns by 5:30 
p.m.

Registration for Forever Plaid 
opens on Sept. 1 at the Farm Bureau 
office.  Checks or credit card payment 
accepted. 
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Travel with 

Farm Bureau!Travel with 

Farm Bureau!Join us for day trips coming up in October, November and December. 
Trips are open to Farm Bureau members and their guests. Don’t wait 
too long as trips fill up fast. Contact the Farm Bureau office to register, 
815-756-6361.

The Forever Plaid trip is being 
sponsored by the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Prime Timers 
Committee. ■
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LABOR OF LOVE
DIEHL BROTHERS FARM TOGETHER

The Diehl Brothers have been farming together since they formed a partnership over 30 years ago. 
Their Maple Park farm is the base of their operation. Shown there are: (from left) Dave, Rich, Chuck, 
John and Ron. 
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Ron and Chuck Diehl work on a regular basis in their 
machine shop, maintaining equipment. Ron is the farm 
mechanic while Chuck manages the family farm.

Over half of the farmers today 
have a primary occupation 
other than farming.

The U.S. Census of Agriculture 
shows 52% of American farmers have 
full-time jobs and farm part-time. 
Part-time farming means putting 
in long hours of farm labor around 
9-to-5 jobs.

The Diehl Brothers, whose farm 
is based in rural Maple Park, have 
gotten this routine down pat. They 
work all day at their full-time 
jobs and then farm at night and on 
weekends.

“It’s in our blood,” said Dave 
Diehl, “and it’s something we enjoy 
doing on the weekends.”

“We try not to take days off work 
but work after hours on the farm,” 
added Chuck. 

The brothers formed a farm 
partnership in 1990, when their 
father, David, retired. The five are 
equal partners in their family farm 
and all share in varied tasks. 

Five Diehl Brothers do double duty
Working a regular job and farming 

means doing double duty, especially 
during the spring planting and fall 
harvest seasons.

Rich, the oldest brother, worked 
at the DeKalb County Landfill/
Waste Management for 42 years as 
an equipment operator. Now 65, he 
is retired and has more flexibility to 
farm. Rich of Sycamore focuses on 
the farm’s tillage. The brothers also 
count on him to move equipment 
from field to field.

Ron, 63, has worked 
at Vermeer in Aurora as 
a road technician for 32 
years. Ron of Maple Park 
is the farm’s mechanic 
– he regularly works on 
their farm equipment in 
their machine shop. He 
also runs the planter and 
combine.

Dave, 62, has worked 
full-time for Larson 
Farms for 43 years 
in their beef cattle 

operation. His full-time job is only a 
few miles south of the Diehl Farm so 
it’s convenient for after-hours work. 
Dave of Sycamore operates tillage 
equipment for their farm in the 
spring and fall.

John, 53, of rural Shabbona has 
been employed at Larson Farms for 
34 years working with all aspects of 
grain production. On the Diehl Farm, 
he drives the semi-truck hauling 
grain in the fall and helping where 
needed. ► 
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“Old Blue” is their runaround farm truck, a 1977 Chevy that their dad bought. The 
brothers use it to drive around and check on fields, just like their dad did. Shown by 
the truck are: (from left) Ron, Dave, John, Chuck and Rich Diehl.

Chuck, the youngest brother, 
is an operations manager at Odin 
Fabrication in Elburn. He has worked 
there for 28 years. The 50-year-
old manages the Diehl Farm and 
maintains records. Chuck of Kingston 
alternates with his brother, Ron, 
operating the planter and combine.

Assisting the brothers at the farm 
are the next generation of Diehls. 
Adam (Dave’s son) works there on 
a regular basis and takes charge of 
spraying their crops. He helps his dad 
and uncles after his full time job of 
working for the City of Sycamore. 
Ryan and Kurt (Rich’s sons) also 
help on the family farm when time 
permits. Ryan is employed at 3M in 
DeKalb, and Kurt works for Waste 
Management.

The younger Diehls are more “tech 
saavy” say their fathers and uncles 
and encourage technology upgrades 
to their Case IH equipment. 

So what does it take for five 
brothers to farm together? “Respect 
and patience,” responds Rich. “The 
key is that we are all on the same 
page and everyone brings something 
to the table.”

What helps keep them connected 
are their monthly meetings at the 
farm shop. They meet the first 
Tuesday of each month at 5:15 p.m. 
They have a written agenda to stay on 
task with their farm discussions. 

“We try not to make it too long of 
a meeting so we can still spend time 
with our families,” noted Ron.

The Diehl Brothers discuss 
everything farm-related: marketing 
their corn and soybeans, finances, 
equipment, and strategies for planting 
and harvesting their crops.  

They farm 750 acres of mostly 
family-owned farmland throughout 
DeKalb County. 

Because their farmland is spread 
out, moving equipment between 
farms takes time and requires 
them to be extra safe in high traffic 
areas. Farm safety is another topic 
which they discuss at their monthly 
meetings. 

The farming brothers also talk 
about growing the farm business, as 
the younger Diehls share an interest 
in farming. “We would like to add 
more acres for the next generation,” 
said Chuck. “But its not always 
easy to pick up more farm ground.” 
Yet they are hopeful that they will 
keep the farm going with the sixth 
generation of Diehls. ►
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Diehl family moved west to DeKalb County in the 1960s

In 1854 Adam Diehl immigrated 
from Europe to Naperville, Illinois. 
His son, George, milked cows and 
their farm was one of the milk stops 
along the rail lines. Their farm was 
located on their namesake road – 
Diehl Road, north of Naperville (near 
I-88).

George’s son, Edward, farmed in 
the West Chicago area, near DuPage 
airport. As the Diehl farms were sold 
and developed, their family moved 
further west. Edward’s son, David, 
bought a farm in Maple Park. He 
bought the main farm of 120 acres on 
County Line Road in 1961.

“Other family members claimed the 
farm was too far west,” recalled Rich. 
“Most of the family relocated to Kane 
County, near Elburn.” 

On the DeKalb County side of 
Maple Park, David and his wife, 
Joyce, raised corn, soybeans, cattle, 
hogs, chickens…. and their seven 
children.  

Sue, is the eldest of the Diehl 
siblings. And another brother, Dan, 
falls in the middle of the bunch. 
David passed away in 2012 and Joyce 
in 1995. 

The Diehl Brothers have kept some 
of their father’s vintage tractors and 
a truck for sentimental reasons and 
some farm use – the  Farmall M, and 
International Harvester 400, 756 and 
1466 tractors, plus the 1977 Chevy 
truck “Old Blue” (which the brothers 
drive to check fields – just like their 

“Dad had all red, except for a John 
Deere lawn mower,” said Chuck. “We 
have continued the red tradition with 
our Magnum tractors.” Their newest 

is a 290 Magnum purchased in 2012.
Family is important to the 

Diehls… all 70 of them when you 
get the entire Diehl family together 
for Christmas, their summer picnic, 
weddings and some birthdays. 

“Sometimes it’s hard to balance 
family and farming at times,” said 
John. “There are tradeoffs, when we 
miss family activities.” He missed 
his daughter’s prom this spring 
because of planting. “As I get older 
I wish that I had taken time to enjoy 
those special moments.”

But the brothers all say they 
wouldn’t trade it for anything else. 
Farming is what they like to do when 
they aren’t working 9-to-5. ■

Rich Diehl, the eldest of the brothers, appreciates 
some of the family’s farm collectibles like old horse 
collars, seed bags, milk cans, and other memorabilia 
on display in their machine shop.

David Diehl, the late father of the Diehl Brothers, 
liked his International Harvester tractors. Here he is 
shown with his IH 1466 in 2005. 

dad did).
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A Time to Shine
DeKalb County 4-H Fair 2021

1. 2.

3.

4. 5.

1. Roland Nickels, Hinckley Harvestors
2. Aiden Carmichael, Esmond Echoes
3. Madison Bend, Shabbona Pioneers
4. Drake Prestegaard, Shabbona Pioneers, DeKalb Co. Class Champion & 
    Christian Thurwanger, Pork Producers Pres.
5. Elliana Dean, Parke Victory ►
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A Time to Shine Lessons Learned from Showing Livestock

Catherine Bott, 17 
Hinckley Harvestors

Showed: Boer Goat 
Favorite part: “The satisfaction of 
seeing everything come together.” 
Lessons learned: “It’s important to 
learn from my mistakes, don’t be 
too hard on yourself, and there’s 
always something to improve.”

Jared Clausen, 18 
Genoa Prairie Gems

Showed: Shropshire Sheep 
Favorite part: “Being able to 
connect with animals that I’ve 
worked so hard with since birth.” 
Lessons learned: “I’ve learned 
responsibility, and that it’s a 
process because I started from the 
bottom.”

Max Siddall, 9 
Malta Mustangs

Showed: Hereford Beef Cow 
Favorite part: “Grooming my beef 
cow is my favorite part.” 
Lessons learned: “I’ve learned a 
lot my first year, like the different 
breeds of cows.”

Owen Fucilla, 12 
Malta Mustangs

Showed: Polish Rabbit 
Favorite part: “Spending a lot of 
time with my rabbit.” 
Lessons learned: “If you’re going 
to show an animal you have to put 
in the time to get them ready.”

Molly Ness, 10 
Hinckley Harvestors

Showed: Crossbred Barrow 
Favorite part: “Having fun and 
spending time with the pigs.” 
Lessons learned: “I’ve learned 
how to take care of animals.”

Paige Erickson, 11 
Shabbona Pioneers

Showed: Simmental Angus Calf 
Favorite part: “Washing and 
brushing my animals.” 
Lessons learned: “I’ve learned 
responsibility and how to take care 
of a bucket calf.” ►
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1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6.

1. Allie Peterson, Shabbona 
Pioneers

2. Libby Johnson, Shabbona 
Pioneers

3. Drake Slutz, Genoa Prairie Gems
4. Mark Pritchard, Hinckley 

Harvestors, with judge Jesse 
Faber, Colton Hall, Kingston 
Juniors

5. Charles & Lewis Anderson, 
Somonauk Haymakers

6. Lilly Sanderson, Somonauk 
Haymakers ►



DeKalb County 4-H Grand Champions
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Charley O’Donnell of Shabbona Pioneers 
4-H showed the Grand Champion Market 
Steer.

Kylie Watry of Parke Victory 4-H showed the 
Grand Champion Market Goat.

Emma Rhoads with Genoa Prairie Gems 
4-H showed the Grand Champion Overall 
Market Hog.

Westin Poynter with Parke Victory 4-H 
won Grand Champion Ewe.

Brian Roach of Malta Mustangs 4-H won 
Grand Champion Market Lamb.

Beef – Beef Female – Sara Johnson, Esmond Echoes; 
Market Steer – Charley O’Donnell, Shabbona Pioneers

Dairy – Irene Krueger, Somonauk Haymakers

Goats – Market Goat – Kylie Watry, Parke Victory; Meat 
Goat – Della Harrod, Hinckley Harvestors; Dairy Goat – 
Peyton Gutknecht-Sabin, Genoa Prairie Gems

Sheep – Market Lamb – Brian Roach, Malta Mustangs; 
Ewe – Westin Poynter, Parke Victory

Swine – Overall Hog – Emma Rhoads, Genoa Prairie 
Gems; Market Barrow – Bailey Botterman, Genoa Prairie 
Gems; Market Gilt – Emma Rhoads, Genoa Prairie Gems

Poultry – Poultry of Show – Hunter Swanson, Genoa 
Prairie Gems; Poultry Market Pen – Westin Poynter, Parke 
Victory

Rabbit – Rabbit of Show – Deloris Drendel, Genoa Prairie 
Gems ■

Sara Johnson with Esmond Echoes 4-H won 
Grand Champion Beef Female.



A glimpse of 
local history

     Information provided by Sue Breese

Do they have Flat Stanley projects in 
school anymore?

A few years ago Shawn, a young friend from Waterman, asked my husband 
and me to help with his Flat Stanley project; we eagerly accepted. What a 
wonderful way to explore your environment and learn the history of the area. 
Being the County Historian at the time, it was a fun project to help with.  

For one week we took Flat Stanley everywhere we went. We attended 
a meeting of the Board of Directors of the DeKalb County Historical 
Genealogical Society. The Society consists of people interested in the history 
and genealogy of DeKalb County. It serves as an umbrella organization of 
museums and historical resources in the county to facilitate various programs 
and activities. The quarterly publication Cornsilk features DeKalb County 
history and is a great source of information on DeKalb County.

We visited the DeKalb County Community Foundation building in 
Sycamore. This building was built as a train station. It was a spur line of the 
Chicago & North Western Railway that traveled to Cortland. The Community 
Foundation restored the building into a wonderful office building retaining the 
original beauty and history of the building.

We strolled around Sycamore, the 
seat of DeKalb County government. 
We stopped for photos of the DeKalb 
County Courthouse which was 
completed in 1905. The Sycamore 
Public Library, across the street from 
the courthouse was completed in 
1904 and is a Carnegie Library as is 
the Clinton Township Public Library 
in Waterman. We walked by the 
buildings that once held the Illinois 
Thresher Company which produced 
several hundred threshing machines 
and tractors annually and sent them 
all over the world.

Since Flat Stanley attended 
Waterman Elementary school (in 
2012), we examined an old plat map 
of Clinton Township. Because of the 
age of the map, Stanley wore white 
gloves to protect the document from 
the oils in his hands.

Flat Stanley attended a meeting 
of the “Acres of Change” book 
committee. “Acres of Change” is a 50 
year history of DeKalb County, as a 
sequel to the last history book “From 
Oxen to Jets.” The book chronicles 
the changes, growth and important 
events of the previous 50 years. 
Perhaps Shawn, Flat Stanley and their 
friends in Waterman will be available 
to take on the task of writing the next 
50 year update in 2063. ■

Flat Stanley appears in front of the DeKalb County Courthouse.

Flat Stanley examined an 1871 plat map of Clinton Township, but he was required to 
wear white gloves to protect the historic document. 

History Lesson
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     Information provided by Sue Breese

Growing Knowledge of Agriculture in the Classroom

Mrs. Julie Lovett
Teaching
School:  Indian Creek Elementary School, Shabbona

Grade:  3rd Grade

Subjects:  All subjects 

Number of years teaching:  28

Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy connection:  I have attended many Summer Ag Institutes over 
the years, participate in the Ag in the Classroom presentations, and my class participates 
in the Placemat Contest every year.

What is your favorite unit to teach?  I absolutely love to teach about the Iditarod. The 
students pick a musher to follow and I have a large map of Alaska where they move their 
musher every morning. We incorporate every Idatarod book in our school’s library.

What do you enjoy most about teaching?  I love connecting with students and their 
families.

What is something unique that you do in your classroom?  Each student in my 
classroom gets a week to be the “Star Student.” During a student’s week, he/she shares 
five special items from home and reads their favorite book to the class. The other students 
write letters to the Star Student, and the parents write a letter to their child who then reads 
it to the class.

Why is it important for students to learn about food and farming?  The students in our 
district have farm fields all around them and it is important for them to understand how 
they get their food and everyday supplies. 

Personal
Hometown:  Steward

Family:  Husband, Scott, and children, 
Nate and Emily

College/Degree(s):  Bachelor’s Degree 
in Education from Eureka College

What did you want to be when you 
grew up?  An accountant

Favorites
Quote:  “Everyone you meet is fighting a 
battle you know nothing about. Be kind.” 
Robin Williams

Hobbies:  Spending time with family and 
gardening

Book:  “Summer of the Monkeys” by 
Wilson Rawls 

Music:  Country

Sports team:  Chicago Cubs

Travel destination:  Hawaii ■
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AG LITERACY

Back to school with books and more
Leveled reading book sets, hands-on supply kits, and much more available to area educators

Leveled Reading Sets
With the generous support of 

local agribusinesses, commodity 
organizations, and family farms, 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau has 
been donating ag-related books to school libraries for two 
decades. During that time, we’ve also built a substantial 
loan library of book sets. Because, sometimes one copy 
of a great book isn’t enough. In a classroom with students 
working in small groups, 6-8 copies might be needed.

And yes, all of the books are “leveled.” For our non-
teacher readers, “leveled” means the books are ranked or 
coded by level of reading difficulty. Leveling books helps 
teachers choose titles that are appropriate for the reading 
levels of their students, plus it aids in lesson planning. There 
are several different leveling systems; we’ve done our best 
to provide the Fountas & Pinnell, Lexile, and Reading A-Z 
levels for each title.

A complete list of leveled book sets and the online request 
form can be accessed at www.GrowYoungMinds.org. 
Book sets are available on free loan to teachers in DeKalb 
County. ►

“A Seed is the Start” by Melissa Stewart and “John Deere, That’s 
Who” by Tracy Nelson Maurer are just two of almost six dozen 
titles available from DCFB Ag Literacy as sets for educators to use 
in their classrooms.

“I had no idea you had all these books!” 
   2nd grade teacher

FREE  
LOAN!
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AG LITERACY

Back to school with books and more

Hands-on Activity Kits
Books and other reading materials are one way to learn 

how farming and agriculture support our everyday lives. 
Hands-on lessons are another. DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau’s Ag Literacy Resource Library is crammed with 
both.

“It’s like a teacher’s dream come true,” said a recent 
visitor to Ag Literacy Coordinator Rhodora Collins’ 
office, which doubles as the resource library. She may 
have been referring to the shelves devoted to Ag Mags 
and other informational reading, the lineup of realistic 
farm animal models, or the dozens of resource kits  
lining the walls. Maybe it was the tin buckets of wheat 
and soybean plants, the clear jars of various grains, or all 
the books and posters. 

In the resource library, no matter which way one 
turns, there’s an engaging educational tool ready for use 
at a moment’s notice. Educators wishing to see what’s 
available can go to www.GrowYoungMinds.org and 
explore the “Resource Loan Library” under “Teaching 
Tools.” Once there, they can see photos of each resource, 
view lists of kit contents, and request items via an easy 
online request process.

Corn Literacy Kit – Here is just a small sampling of the books, 
samples, and activities in the Corn Literacy Kit. Students can learn 
about different kinds of corn, corn uses, corn history, and how 
corn is grown as they explore the cornucopia of resources this kit 
contains.

Apple Kit – The Apple Chain may be the most popular hands-
on activity in the Apple AgriLearning Kit. In addition to books, 
posters, and Apple Ag Mags, this kit includes enough supplies for 
30 students (more if needed) to create their own craft portraying 
the apple life cycle.

Pumpkin Kit – Also popular in the fall, the Pumpkin AgriLearning 
Kit is packed with books and supplies. The 3-D Pumpkin craft 
doubles as a language arts lesson when students use the orange 
paper strips to convey pumpkin facts vs. opinions. ■

Attention DeKalb County teachers! Request leveled 
book sets, resource kits, and more by visiting  

www.GrowYoungMinds.org then select “Teaching 
Tools” then “Resource Loan Library.”
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AG LITERACY

SEEN ITSEEN IT

SEEN IT                     June 2021

On the northwest edge of Hinckley there’s an old blue Chevy truck donning an American flag. It’s next to the Carls 
shop on Somonauk Road. Rick and Randy Carls bought the 1950 truck a few years ago. Back in the day it was used by 
local farmers for hauling grain.

It’s considered a Chevy Cab Over Truck with a dump grain box. The Carls Brothers hope to restore it like they have 
restored other trucks and tractors.

The truck is on the site of what once was the Carls Oil Company in Hinckley. The business was started by Elmer 
Carls in 1946. There they had a full-service gas station until the mid-1980s. 
The company also had other gas station locations throughout Northern 
Illinois. Additionally, Carls Oil delivered fuel to area farmers. Carls Oil was 
sold in November 2019 by the third generation of the Carls family. 

The old truck reminds them of the era when their family-owned business 
began. In the summer they display the American flag on the side of the truck 
and during the winter they put a wreath on it to make it festive.

The winner of last month’s SEEN IT Somewhere contest is Diane Smith of 
Somonauk who correctly identified the truck image. ■

Patriotic truck in Hinckley

Members, tell us what this is and where 
you saw it. Send your response to: 

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org or 
call us at 815-756-6361 and share your 
name and address. Correct answers will 
be entered into a drawing for a $20 gift 

card. In the next issue we will reveal the 
answer and information about this  

ag-related photo.
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FFA

Capture the Country Photo Contest
Enter our 2021 Photo Contest for a chance to be published in CONNECTIONS magazine.

• Photo contest is open to local, amateur photographers.
• Take photographs within DeKalb County of anything that represents country life. 

• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@
dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief 
description of the photo’s location 
and the city you are from.

• Each month a winning photo 
will be chosen and published in 
CONNECTIONS magazine. ■

Here Comes the Sun
By Kristen Delisio
Kristen Delisio enjoys taking photos on her hobby farm in Waterman where her and her husband, Paul, enjoy time with their horses, dogs, 
chickens, and garden. This photo was taken early morning in July. Kristen said, “As an early riser, I’m lucky to witness the beautiful colors 
of the sky as the sunflowers look for the sun to rise behind a field of corn. Life sure is good in DeKalb County.”
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Provided by COUNTRY Financial®
COUNTRY

Saving for college is a goal for 
many parents, but with all of the 
other financial priorities parents have, 
many don’t feel confident they will 
reach it. 

According to a survey from 
COUNTRY Financial, more than half 
(64 percent) of parents say they will 
be responsible for paying for their 
child (ren)’s college education, but 
one-quarter are not confident they 
will have financial resources to send 
their kids to college.

Saving for your children’s college 
is typically more challenging than 
saving for your own retirement. 

But what if you’re still trying to 
pay off YOUR OWN student loan 
debt? That’s another challenge in and 
among itself. 

Here are some tips to help you 
prioritize your goals:

Save for a rainy day
Before you tackle retirement or 

college savings, and while you’re 
paying on your student debt, you 
should also be working towards a 
“rainy day fund.” Tuck away at least 
three-to-six months of expenses. 
You’ll be glad you did if life takes an 
unexpected turn or you lose your job.

Put yourself first
You can’t help others until you 

help yourself. Although you may 
have a deep desire to pay for your 

child’s education, ensuring your 
own financial security should be 
your top priority. There are many 
options available to you and your 
child to help pay for college – 
scholarships, grants, community 
college for the first two years, living 
at home with relatives, military 
service, and (worst case scenario) 
loans – but similar programs are not 
available to retirees. 

Take advantage of your employer’s 
retirement savings match and stick to 
a consistent and disciplined savings 
plan first.

Make the minimums
If you have your own student loan 

debt, be sure to at least make the 
minimum payments each month. 
If  that minimum payment isn’t 
manageable, reach out to your loan 
servicer to discuss the various loan 
repayment options available to you. 

Trim the fat
Get out that budget worksheet 

and start getting honest about your 
spending. Evaluate where your 
money is going each month and 
categorize between “needs” and 
“wants.” Cut back where you can 
and put that extra money towards 
debt payments or college savings.

Make more money 
Perhaps it’s time to pick up a 

part time job or a little side hustle. 
Increase your earning power 
increases your options. Find a gig 
that is offered online and has flexible 
hours. Set up a direct deposit to 
automatically transfer these extra 
funds to your child’s college savings 
account.

Recruit others 
Grandparents love to spoil their 

grandchildren. Instead of loading 
up your home with more toys that 
your child won’t play with, ask them 
to help contribute to your child’s 
college savings account. Birthdays  
and holidays are a great time to sneak 
some extra contributions into your 
kid’s college savings account.

Educate early 
Discuss the importance of saving 

with your child. Make saving fun! 
By starting a savings habit early in 
their life, they’ll likely continue the 
trend into adulthood.

The cost of education continues to 
climb, so making a plan and starting 
early can make a big difference 
for your child’s future. Visit www.
countryfinancial.com to learn more 
about preparing for college and your 
family’s financial future. ■

Prioritizing Goals: Debt, Retirement, College Savings
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News provided by offices in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture

The DeKalb County Soil and Water 
Conservation District is excited to 
announce open enrollment for the 2021 
STAR Crop Year with a new STAR Web 
App that provides results from field 
evaluation forms in real-time. 

The STAR Web App offers farmers and 
landowners an efficient way to automate 
data entry for multiple fields.  Users can 
create customized field improvement plans, 
connect with local resources and technical 
assistance, and share their STAR Ratings 
with their online communities with a few 
simple clicks. 

Contact Jeff Woodyatt at the DeKalb 
County SWCD for more information, 815-
756-3234, ext. 3. ■

2021 Crop Year STAR program now available



The DeKalb County SWCD is 
happy to be holding their annual Fall 
Fish Sale. Order forms are available 
on the SWCD website at www.
swcdekalbil.org. 

All fish orders are 
due by Aug. 23 – 
this includes triploid 
grass carp orders. 

Fish pick-up will 
be Thursday Sept. 

DeKalb County SWCD Fall Fish Sale

16 from 8 a.m. to 9:30 
a.m. in the parking lot 
of the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Center for 
Agriculture. 

If you have any 
questions or need help 
acquiring an order 
form, please contact 
Jeff Woodyatt at 815-
756-3234, ext. 3. ■

Local producers may be eligible for 
2021 Emergency Haying or Grazing of 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
acreage due to drought conditions.

Before CRP acres are declared 
eligible for haying or grazing CRP 

participants must 
file a request 
with the FSA 
Office indicating 
the acres to be 
hayed or grazed, 

and a modified conservation plan 
(CPO) developed by NRCS must be 
obtained. 

Contact the FSA Office at 815-756-
3234, ext. 2 to being the application 
process. ■

Emergency haying or  
grazing of CRP acreage The Farm Service Agency’s Farm Storage Facility Loan Program provides 

low-interest financing to help farmers build or upgrade storage facilities and to 
purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling 
trucks.

Eligible commodities include: corn, soybeans, oats, wheat, hay, honey, hops, 
rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry, eggs, among others.

Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for 
eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement. 
Loans between $50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security and loans 
exceeding $100,000 require additional security.

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to 
apply. The loans are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, 
including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, operations supplying 
local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved 
producers.

For more information contact the FSA Office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/
pricesupport. ■

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans

What’s it like to be in 4-H?
In 4-H, you get to decide what 

topics and projects interest you most. 
You make 4-H what you want it to be. 
Work on many projects or focus on 
one or two. Choose what events sound 
fun to you, and do them. 

In 4-H, you have an important role 
in making your community a better 
place to live, but you don’t have to 
do it alone. As a club, you’ll figure 
out what’s needed most in your 
neighborhood and find ways to help.

In 4-H, you’re part of a family 
working together. At club meetings, 
you’ll learn how to get along with 
others as you build your skills and 

DeKalb Choreboys & Choregirls 
Esmond Echoes 
Genoa Prairie Gems 
Green Meadows 
Hinckley Harvestors 
Kingston Juniors 
Malta Mustang 4-H’ers 

Mano a Mano 
Parke Victory 
Shabbona Pioneers 
Somonauk Haymakers 
Tilton Park Clovers 
Tri County Crew 

help your community. In 4-H, you’ll meet adults who care about you and want 
to help you succeed. 4-H matches you with mentors who will coach you in areas 
like problem solving, communicating, and teamwork. 4-H introduces you to 
potential careers and then gives you the training to get the career you want.

Check out these 4-H Clubs in DeKalb County. 

August 2021    CONNECTIONS      35    

For more information contact the DeKalb County 4-H office, 815-758-8194. ■
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DeKalb County Plat Books
Got the latest version of the DeKalb 

County Plat Book? Plat Books are 
available to purchase at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau. 

The 2020 Plat Book, published by 
Rockford Map Publishers, is available 
for purchase for $25 (members) or 
$50 (non-members) from the Farm 
Bureau office.

Stop by the Farm Bureau office to 
pick up a Plat Book. ■

Kishwaukee YMCA Discount
Farm Bureau is partnering with Kishwaukee Family 

YMCA to offer members 20 % off all YMCA membership 
types and 50% off the joining fee. Membership includes 
free group exercise classes such as Zumba, Yoga, Group 
Power, Spin, Step, Boot Camp and more. 

Discounted monthly membership rates for Farm Bureau 
members are $36.80 for one adult, $60 for a family (includes two adults) and a 
household for $69.60 (includes three adults).

The YMCA has state-of-the-art fitness equipment, two pools, aquatic 
programs, open gym access and reduced rates on programs and classes. 

Just mention you are a member of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau when 
you sign up to receive this discount. Register in person at Kishwaukee Family 
YMCA, 2500 Bethany Rd, Sycamore. ■

Lawn and Garden Soil Testing 
Lawn and Garden Soil Testing is now available at Farm Bureau.
Why test your soil? A soil test lets you catch nutrient deficiencies before 

they progress that far. Besides indicating nutrient deficiencies, a soil test can 
also provide information on soil acidity, the 
percentage of organic matter in your soil, and 
your soil’s texture. 

You provide us with your samples and we will 
send the soil sample to the lab. All tests will 
come back with recommendations for your soil 
needs.

Soil test prices range from $26 to $40. 
Please contact the Farm Bureau office for more 
information. ■

Member Benefits

Farm Bureau members, save up to $500 on the 
purchase of a Case IH tractor. Contact the Farm 

Bureau office for more information.



Fill your tank this summer. Be ready for winter.

At FS, we offer flexible programs and attractive pricing plans that fit your lifestyle. 
That is why we want to make sure you take advantage of Summer Fill. Fill your 
tank when demand is less and prices are typically lower.

Focus on savings! Schedule a tank fill with your local Conserv FS Propane 
Specialist today.

SUMMER
SOAK UP THE

WINTER
STOCK UP FOR

  www.conservfs.com
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DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178


