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Wishing you all the joys of the season  

and happiness throughout the coming year.  

 Happy Holidays from Conserv FS

bringing you what’s next ™

MAY YOUR DAYS BE 
MERRY & BRIGHT
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Happy Holidays!
From the DeKalb County Farm Bureau  
Board of Directors and Staff

Steve Bemis, President

Best wishes for good health, happiness, 
and prosperity this holiday season and 

throughout the new year!
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Find the pine cone and win!
Let’s see if you can find the pine cone 

(resembling the one here) in this month’s 
issue of our magazine and be eligible to 
win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-756-
6361, by Jan. 4 for your chance to win. 

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact 
description of the location of the pine cone 
on that page. You will also need to include 
your name, address and phone number in 
the email.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the kernel 
contest was Margaret Pasteris of DeKalb. 
The kernel was hidden on page 33 
in the tractor wheel of the November 
CONNECTIONS. ■

Follow us!

 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine 

www.CultivateConnections.org

Farm Bureau Main Site 
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org

Foundation for Agriculture 
www.PlantALegacy.org

Ag Literacy 
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to: 
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
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Holiday Shoes
I have to admit I like shoes.
I remember my first “favorite” pair of shoes were 

the black patent leather ones I wore with my green 
velvet dress hand sewn by my mother for Christmas 
when I was 8 years old. They were my church 
shoes, my nice shoes. I wore them every Sunday 
until I outgrew them. 

Today, I wear my nice shoes all the time – to 
work, church and everywhere else – except around 
the farm. Then I grab my work boots which are 

much better suited for any type of farm work. 
But let me tell you about my new holiday shoes. Red suede pumps with black 

satin bows. I first wore them to the Illinois Farm Bureau meeting in Chicago. The 
comfortable and stylish shoes complemented my red skirt and black blouse. I really 
didn’t give them much thought until at one of the sessions a speaker mentioned how 
much she liked her shoes, but was challenged to give them up. Say what? Give up 
her shoes to someone else to show a genuine act of kindness.

Now this got my attention. I glanced at her suede shoes she was wearing and 
instantly thought those are some great-looking shoes! Could I do the same? Give 
someone else my shoes? Everyone needs a nice pair of shoes, right? But not 
everyone needs red suede pumps.  

During the holiday season I hope you keep things in perspective. The holidays 
are not about new shoes, but about counting our many blessings and cherishing our 
loved ones. Just as Charlie Brown says, “It’s not what’s under the Christmas tree that 
matters, it’s who’s around it.” ■

Calendar
DECEMBER 
Dec. 24-31  Christmas Holiday  
Farm Bureau Office closed

JANUARY 
Jan. 3  New Year’s Holiday 
Farm Bureau Office closed

Jan. 10  “The Great American 
Songbook” 
By Gavin Wilson & Roger Hintzsche 
Prime Timers Luncheon/Program
12-Noon
$7 lunch fee
Register by Jan. 4

Jan. 12  Pesticide Testing 
For farmers
9 a.m. - Noon
Register with IL Dept. Ag

Jan. 18  Farm & Crop  
Protection Meeting 
For farmers 
8 - 10:30 a.m. 
Register by Jan 14 

Meetings are held at DeKalb County Farm  
Bureau unless otherwise noted. For meeting  
reservations contact the Farm Bureau office.

Farm Bureau Office Hours
The Farm Bureau office is open 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Please stop by or call 815-756-6361 
to reach us. 

Merry Christmas  
& Happy New Year!
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By the
 NUMBERS

New Shoes for Christmas
A new pair of shoes may be a welcome Christmas gift, even for horses!

Horses need new shoes about every 4-6 weeks, based on how their 
hooves grow and how the shoes have worn. Horseshoes are designed 
to protect horse hooves the same way shoes protect our feet. When 
horses work or travel on hard paved roads, they need horseshoes.

Horseshoes are applied by professionals called farriers. They trim  
and shape hooves and fit horses for shoes. Horseshoes can be made 
of iron, plastic or aluminum. The type of shoe depends on the type of 
job a horse is doing.

Horses naturally spend 80% of their lives standing up, so they need 
new shoes often.

Horses contribute greatly to the state’s agricultural economy through ownership, 
tourism, recreation and horse racing. There are 150,000 horses in Illinois. ■

Source: Illinois Ag Mag, a publication of Illinois Farm Bureau’s Ag in the Classroom
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Farmer Perspectives of the 2021 Crop Year
Farmers will tell you that they 

never know what their crops will be 
like from one year to the next. That’s 
because of the uncertainty with 
weather conditions.

While farmers can’t control Mother 
Nature, they can control their inputs 
– seed, fertilizer, pesticides – and 
management practices including crop 

It was another unique year for agriculture in DeKalb County.
insurance protection.

This year’s corn and soybean 
crops varied throughout DeKalb 
County with some fields receiving 
adequate rainfall and others short 
on precipitation during the growing 
season. Major wind storms later 
in the summer knocked several 
corn fields down, especially in the 

southern part of the county. Weather 
factors impacted yields resulting in 
some farmers having a good crop 
year and others an average crop year.

To understand how farmers and 
their crops fared, we asked some of 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Directors to summarize the 2021 crop 
year. ►

“An extended dry period heading into 
harvest set the tone for the 2021 crop 
season. This unusually hot and dry 
stretch decimated the corn stalks but 
also was advantageous in the fact that 
it dried down corn extremely fast. This 
also led to many varieties going down 
due to weak stalks and high winds 
making harvest a very long and arduous 
process.”  Mike Schweitzer, Malta

“Overall 2021 ends on a positive note 
for us. Although we had challenges 
from drought and wind damage, we 
had above average yields and prices 
compared to previous years. I am 
thankful that things have improved from 
previous years.”  Chris Paulsen, Clare

“Harvest 2021 started as early as I 
have ever experienced. Our soybean 
harvest ended earlier than the past. 
Corn harvest on the other hand was 
very difficult on machinery and mental 
health due to down corn.”   
Ed Cowan, Big Rock

“Our planting season went well. We 
finished earlier than normal. But 
summer brought us a drought. Corn 
yields were better than expected 
considering the drought. Everyone 
stayed safe and we’re glad to be done.”   
Roger Faivre, DeKalb
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Farmer Perspectives of the 2021 Crop Year

“We had a good crop year. Corn and 
soybeans stood well and dried down 
naturally in the fields. Our beef cattle 
had a good year too, despite having a 
slight delay in processing.”   
Leon Brummel, Genoa

“Harvest 2021 started early, fast and 
furious. By October 6 we were half done 
and I expected to complete harvest 
by mid-October – a record finish for 
us. That was wishful thinking though 
as downed corn and wet weather laid 
those plans to waste. In the end we 
finished in early November with very 
good, but not great, yields. Another 
harvest in the books.”   
Jamie Walter, DeKalb

“It was a dry year! Timely rain was the 
word for the spring and summer. We 
were about eight inches of rain short 
about mid-summer, but the crops 
looked great and we ended up with 
good yields. Not bumper crops, but 
good crops. With $6 corn and $12.50 
soybean prices, it was a good year.”   
Ed Peterson, Kingston

“Our growing season was filled 
with many extremes with corn and 
soybeans. We had different weather 
events, lack of rainfall, and wind, to 
name a few. Yet harvest was completed 
in a safe manner. At the end of the year 
we have much to be thankful for.”   
Don Willrett, Hinckley ■

 “What looked like a record corn crop 
in July changed when we were hit with 
multiple wind events: hail, tar spot 
and rootworm trait failure. We ended 
up with 30-60 bushel per acre losses 
from low test weight, harvest loss and 
unharvestable corn fields. Harvest 
started smoothly in September, then 
rains kept us out of fields for part of 
October. November weather improved 
and we finished harvest.”   
Roy Plote, Leland

“This year’s crop turned out to be very 
good and exceeded expectations for 
some growers, which was a blessing 
for such a dry and insect pressured 
year. Although fields saw pressure from 
early rootworm feeding, plants were 
able to retain yield despite the root 
lodging. Soybeans were planted early 
and weather limited excessive growth 
helping the final yield.”   
Steve Drendel, Malta
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the

Farming is not just a 9 to 5 job. It is 
365 days a year and can include long 
hours for most farmers. 

For my family, we are typically 
wrapping up our harvest field work 
for the fall and then I begin my winter 
business of selling pre-cut Christmas 
trees to the local community. 

This year is my 9th year selling 
Christmas trees in Genoa. 

I work on the family farm managing 
the hog operation during the day. 
This time of year, at night and on the 

weekends, I spend my time at the 
Christmas tree lot. 

Each year I pick up 245 Christmas 
trees from Central Wisconsin. I sell 
three varieties: Fraser Fir, Balsam Fir 
and White Pine. A crew of family  
and friends assist in setting up the tree 
lot which is located on Route 23 in 
Genoa.  

I have enjoyed meeting many  
local families through the Kuhn 
Christmas Tree business and I  
enjoy seeing them come back each 
year as part of their holiday  
tradition. 

Now that I have a family  
of my own, I’m looking  
forward to creating our  
family traditions at the  
tree lot like the families  
that visit me every  
year. ■

Holiday Traditions

I work on the family farm 
managing the hog operation 
during the day. This time of year, 
at night and on the weekends, I 
spend my time at the Christmas 
tree lot. 

Drew Kuhn is a 4th generation hog and grain farmer. He manages a wean-to-finish swine 
farm owned together with his brother. Drew and his wife, Kayla, and daughter, Avery, live 
in Genoa.



M O R E  T H A N  2 ,000  C H R I S T M A S

T R E E S  A R E  P L A N T E D  P E R  A C R E .

1 ,000 -1 ,500  W I L L  S U R V I V E .

Y E A R S  O N  A V E R A G E  I T  T A K E S

T O  G E T  A  M A T U R E  T R E E .

CHRISTMAS TREE FARMS

O F  C H R I S T M A S  T R E E S  

A R E  G R O W N  O N  F A R M S .

Sources: University of Illinois Extension, Christmas Tree Association

T H E R E  A R E  M O R E  T H A N

15 ,000  C H R I S T M A S  T R E E

F A R M S  I N  T H E  U . S .

I S  T H E  A V E R A G E  C O S T  F O R  A

L I V E  C H R I S T M A S  T R E E .

98% 

6-10

$78
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Get updates on farm & crop protection for 2022
There is always uncertainty around 

what spring, summer and fall may 
bring. COUNTRY Financial® and 
Illinois Farm Bureau remain ready to 
assist farmers through every season. 

The organizations are again teaming 
up for ten regional meetings across 
Illinois to share updates on improved 
opportunities for farmers to protect 
their farms and crops in 2022.

“Every farm operation is different, 
and our goal is always to help our farm 
clients and Farm Bureau members 
reach their goals together with options 
and information from a trusted 
partner,” said Doug Yoder, COUNTRY 
Financial Crop Agency Manager. 

“These meetings offer us the 
opportunity to connect with clients 
and members prior to the busy 
planting season, to make sure they 
have the most up-to-date information 
about federal crop and hail insurance 
options, learn about new coverage 
options from COUNTRY and gain 
a better understanding of changes in 
markets and government that they 
may need to consider, so they can 
make informed decisions for their 
operation.”

The ten meetings co-hosted by 
COUNTRY Financial and Illinois 
Farm Bureau will take place 
throughout January and February. 

Eight meetings will be held in-person 
across the state, and there will be two 
virtual presentations. 

One of the in-person meetings 
will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 18 at 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Building beginning at 8 a.m. The 
meeting includes breakfast and will 
conclude by 10:30 a.m.

The meeting features:
•  Crop Insurance Update, including 

changes to federal crop insurance 
and new private products offered 
by COUNTRY, by Doug Yoder, 
Crop Agency Manager for 
COUNTRY Financial

•  Crop Claims Update by a 
COUNTRY Financial Crop 
Claims Representative

•  Market Outlook by Tim Tresslar, 
Grain Origination Manager for 
Growmark

•  Legislative Update by Illinois 
Farm Bureau staff member 

•  Q & A with presenters.

Farmers may register for the Jan. 18 
meeting at the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau, 815-756-6361. Deadline to 
register is Friday, Jan. 14.

Virtual sessions will be held Jan. 
25 at 9 a.m. and Feb. 9 at noon. 
Farm Bureau members can login at 
www.myifb.org to register online 
for the virtual sessions and for more 
information on meetings at other 
locations. ■

FARM COUNTRY

Doug Yoder, COUNTRY Financial Crop 
Agency Manager, will offer a crop 
insurance update for members on Jan. 
18, 2022.

Farm & Crop Protection Meeting
Tuesday, Jan. 18
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
8-10:30 a.m.
Register by Jan. 14

Crop Management Conference held in February at DCFB
Make the most informed decisions 

you can for your farm by getting the 
latest research updates to improve 
productivity and output from crop 
science experts at the University of 
Illinois. 

Crop producers, consultants, and 
industry professionals are invited 
to the 2022 Crop Management 
Conference series in person or 
online. 

Locally, an in-person conference is 

being held on Tuesday, Feb. 15 at the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau. The 
meeting runs from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

At least 12 continuing education 
units are available for Certified Crop 
Advisors on a broad range of crop 
production topics. Sessions are 45 to 
50 minutes long. 

Participants who attend in person 
also have access to online sessions.

Cost is $100. Lunch is included.  
To register for the Feb. 15 

conference: go.illinois.edu/cmc0215. 
For the online conference, cost is 

$50. Presentations will be 30 minutes 
long and are available Feb. 1-March 
14, 2022. Each session is worth 0.5 
CEUs. Register at go.illinois.edu/
CMConline. 

The Crop Management Conference 
is being sponsored by the University 
of Illinois Extension. ■
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Pesticide testing dates set for farmers in 2022
Farmers who need to renew their 

private pesticide applicator license 
have an opportunity at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Center for 

Agriculture this winter.  
In-person testing is scheduled for 

Wednesdays, Jan.12, Feb. 9, and 
March 9, 2022.

The Illinois 
Department of 
Agriculture will offer 
pesticide applicator 
testing from 9 a.m. until 
noon in the Farm Bureau 
Auditorium. This is a 
test-only session.

To register for the 
in-person testing go to 

the Illinois Department of Agriculture 
website: https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/
agr/Pesticides/Pages/in-person-testing.
aspx.

Farmers are required to renew their 
Illinois private pesticide applicator 
license every three years. 

The fee for the private pesticide 
applicator testing is $30.

For more information contact the 
Illinois Department of Agriculture, 
815-787-5476. The Department of Ag 
offers testing year-round at its DeKalb 
office or farmers may test online. ■

FARM COUNTRY

Certified Livestock Manager Training session held locally
Livestock farms who need to renew 

their Illinois Certified Livestock 
Manager certificate can attend a 
training session at the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau on Wednesday, Feb. 16, 
2022. 

The workshop training starts at 9 
a.m. 

Fee is $40 (each additional 
participant $30) and the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture’s 
certification fee is $30. Certification is 
good for three years.

Registration opens on Jan. 15, 2022 
at https://web.extension.illinois.edu/
registration/?RegistratioID=24436. 

For more information: visit this 
website https://extension.illinois.edu/
lfmm/certified-livestock-manager-
training.

The workshop is being sponsored 
by the University of Illinois Extension 
and testing is provided by the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture. ■

All growers or grower farm 
operations that transport or apply 
anhydrous ammonia, or otherwise 
maintain anhydrous ammonia 
equipment are required to be certified 
with the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture by April 1, 2022.

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
and Conserv FS are cosponsoring an 
in-person Anhydrous Training for 
certification on Thursday, Feb. 10. The 
training will take place at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Building from 9 
to 11 a.m. 

Training is for individuals who 
transport or handle anhydrous 
ammonia – farmers/growers, farm 
employees, family members, and 
others who help.

Growers are not required to be 
certified to purchase anhydrous 

Anydrous Training scheduled at Farm Bureau, Feb. 10

ammonia, but are required to be 
certified for handling and transporting. 
Certification is good for three years.

There is no cost for the training. 
Coffee and donuts will be provided.

Eric Bruning, Ridott plant manager 
with Stephenson FS Service Company, 
will be the training instructor. 

To register for the Anhydrous 
Training, contact the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau, 815-756-6361, by Feb. 
9. Spaces may be limited.

For those who prefer online 
training go to: https://onenet.illinois.
gov/page.aspx?item=128037. ■
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Q: What does December look like on your farm?

A: The simple answer is everything we haven’t had 
time to do in September, October, and November 
while 90% of our focus was on the harvest.

December! Harvest is wrapped up – if combines are still going 
in December, we are not in a good mood (2019… yikes). 

On Hartmann Farms, our goal is to be done harvesting the crop 
by Thanksgiving. We made our goal with a week to spare this year 
which allowed everyone to spend some much-needed time with 
family over the holiday. 

So what do we do in December? The 2021 crop is in the bins. 
Fall fertilizer and tillage are finished. The simple answer is 
everything we haven’t had time to do in September, October, and 
November while 90% of our focus was on the harvest equipment 
and grain dryers! 

Equipment needs maintenance, repairs, and cleaned before it 
gets stored for the winter. 

December allows us an opportunity to analyze our agronomic 
practices from the previous crop season. We take a closer look at 
factors that could have affected yield – seed varieties, planting 
date, fertilizer and chemical applications – as well as factors that 
were out of our control, like weather. 

Using all of this information, we begin to plan 
the crop for the upcoming season. Believe it 
or not, it is already time to begin selecting and 
purchasing those crop inputs. 

The biggest task at hand for the month 
of December is to begin hauling the recent 
harvested crop to grain terminals. This 
December we have over 170,000 bushels of 
grain that have been contracted for delivery. This 
will keep our semi-trucks and grain trailers busy 
for the entire month. 

We can’t forget about the pigs! We will take 
some extra time in December for maintenance 
and building repairs. The pigs need tended to 
7 days a week 365 days a year. This includes 
Christmas Day! 

We dial the busy-ness back as much as we can 
around the holiday to allow extra time for family 
celebrations. Our Christmas morning tradition 
is the family works together to do the livestock 
chores, much to the dismay of the children, 
BEFORE any presents are opened!  

Wishing a very happy holiday season to 
everyone from the Hartmann Family. ■ 
           Dan & Ashley Hartmann

      December Farm Tasks

• Equipment maintenance, repairs, cleaning
• Analyze agronomic practices
• Select & purchase inputs
• Haul grain to terminals
• Feed & care for pigs daily
• Enjoy the holidays with family

The Hartmanns – Dan and Ashley – raise pigs and 
grow corn and soybeans on their family farm. They 
reside in Sycamore with their children Layla and 
Oliver. Dan is a 4th generation farmer.
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Willie – The Favorite Calf
Willie was the winner of the “Farm Fan Favorite” 
Calf Contest!

Willie is a Hereford bull calf at the Baenziger Farm in rural 
Kingston. He is one of 30 calves which were in the contest 
sponsored by the Baenzigers and DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

Willie received the most votes at Farm Bureau and through 
the C & B Farms Facebook page. Photos of the calves were 
featured in the November issue of CONNECTIONS. 

All of the calves in the contest were named after country 
singers, including Willie, whose namesake is Willie Nelson.

As the calf of purebred Herefords Kelsi and Money Time, 
Willie’s genetics shined through! He was born with perfect 
Hereford markings and weighed 103 lbs. Matt and Mandy 
Baenziger say that Willie is now 9 months old and weighs 
about 700 lbs. He has a laidback temperament and would make 
a great 4-H steer. 

Coming in second and third were calves Cash and Gary, 
respectively.

Individuals entered the contest, but one day care center in 
Sycamore – Land of Learning – had an entire class vote for 
their favorite calf (pictured). 

Farm Bureau would like to thank the Baenzigers for 
providing photos of all of their beef calves and partnering with 
us for their annual contest. Also, we would like to thank our 
members for voting. ■

The Land of Learning Center’s Pre-K Class voted for their favorite calf, including 
some voting for the winner, Willie. The young children were excited to be given 
a photo of Willie and have their class picture taken. Teachers Dena Wilson and 
Andrea Sebby said the class had fun voting for their favorite calf.  

Willie

GARY

cash
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IFB ANNUAL MEETING

Delegates adopt policies on farm bill, carbon markets
Illinois Farm Bureau delegates 

adopted dozens of changes to 
national Farm Bureau policy, ranging 
from support for conservation 
programs and tailored carbon markets 
to opposition to a permanent federal 
disaster program. 

“We have more clarity on a couple 
of issues in particular that we knew 
were going to be discussed at some 
length,” IFB President Richard 
Guebert Jr. said. “One being energy, 
and the other one being (the 2023) 
farm bill, which is on the hearts and 
minds of our members of how we 
proceed going forward.”

Delegates also passed measures 
that address members’ concerns 
about climate, carbon sequestration 
and crop insurance, which they want 
to remain “front and center and stay 
where it is and has been as a risk 
management tool in our toolbox,” 
Guebert said.

Farm program policies approved by 
delegates include measures to support 
allowing farmers to update base 
acres and yields, treating renewable 
energy project base acres the same 
as Conservation Reserve Program 
base acres, inflation-adjusted 
farm program payment limits and 
increased commodity loan rates.

They also approved a resolution 
opposing the removal of base acres 

on farms 
participating 
in a renewable 
energy project. 

Speaking from 
the delegate 
floor during the 
business session, 
Adam Henkel, 
chairman of 
the Agriculture 
Production/
National Issues 
Resolutions 
Subcommittee, 
said having IFB 
policies on base 
acres is vital for 
members.

As of now, 
farms who host a renewable energy 
project see those acres disappear, 
setting up long-term issues for future 
generations or for a farmer who may 
want to use those acres again after a 
project is decommissioned.

Delegates rejected proposed 
resolutions to support eliminating 
forced producer choice between 
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) 
and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) and 
making base acres portable. 

Other approved resolutions 
included:

• A new policy to oppose a 
permanent disaster 
program at the 
federal level.
• A submittal from 
Henry County, 
which supports 
farmers with 
Harvest Price 
Option receiving 
the harvest price 
if it is higher on 
prevented plant 
acres.
• Supporting 
a number of 
conservation 
programs, including 

Delegates representing DeKalb County at this year’s Illinois Farm 
Bureau meeting included (from left) Steve Bemis, Roy Plote, Ed 
Cowan, Chris Paulsen and Mike Schweitzer. The five farmers are 
also directors of DeKalb County Farm Bureau. They were among 337 
delegates at the Dec. 4-6 meeting.

creation of a water quality credit, 
incentives for sequestering carbon 
through cover crops and publicly-
funded land grant university 
research on soil carbon. 

• Disaster assistance policies that 
received approval include support 
for animal disease prevention 
and management programs, 
and federal spending to protect 
the agriculture industry from 
cyberattacks.

• Adding policy language that 
states IFB supports carbon 
market-based solutions that 
provide open, transparent 
and consistent measurement, 
certification and verification for 
carbon sequestration; provide 
price transparency to market 
participants; recognizes the 
true cost to adopt practices and 
addresses data collection. 

Delegates also approved a resolution 
introduced by Clinton County that 
amends part of the IFB policy on 
labor, to support “establishing 
improved programs for agricultural 
guest workers that assist in finding, 
retaining and maintaining an adequate, 
legal and cost-competitive labor 
supply.” ■   Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

State Rep. Don Harmon (second from right) made a brief visit 
to the IFB meeting and met with DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
representatives (from left) Greg Millburg, Mark Tuttle and Steve 
Bemis. Rep. Harmon is DeKalb County’s Adopt-A-Legislator.  
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IFB ANNUAL MEETING

Guebert: “When we fight, we need to go all out”
When the families of Illinois’ 

oldest farms set out 200 years ago to 
establish their legacies, they likely 
couldn’t imagine their ventures 
surviving widespread natural disasters, 
the coronavirus pandemic or an 
unstable global economy. 

And while that shared heritage has 
lived on, it also is at risk, Illinois Farm 
Bureau President Richard Guebert Jr. 
said during his address at the 2021 IFB 
Annual Meeting in Chicago, Dec. 4-6.

“Farm Bureau has the greatest 
ability to influence agriculture issues. 
However, the further we move from 
ag, the less influence we have,” 
Guebert said. “When we fight, we 
need to go all out.” 

County Farm Bureaus did just 
that in 2019, defeating a proposed 
statewide progressive income tax. 
And in 2021, Guebert noted, IFB 
successfully fought to protect state 

sales tax exemptions for inputs, seed 
and equipment. 

Members and staff also joined 
forces to eliminate stepped-up basis 
and to remove lower estate tax 
exemptions from the federal bipartisan 
infrastructure law. 

“The pandemic has re-enforced 
the need for relationships, working 
together, and helping others,” he 
said. “I believe small communities, 
farm families and Farm Bureau are 
especially good at coming together to 
help one another.”

The balance of tradition and 
transition, Guebert added, will 
continue to guide IFB through 
2022 as it advocates for incentives, 
individual responsibility, initiative, 
freedom and the right to work without 
governmental dependence. 

“I vow to do everything in my 
power as your president to fight for 

farmers across this state to enable 
us to prosper. And to keep what our 
hard work has earned,” Guebert said. 
“Farm Bureau has a great reputation 
for staying true to our principles. That 
is our tradition. And we possess a great 
future with the ability to transition and 
grow the industry of agriculture for the 
next generation.” ■

      Source: Illinois Farm Bureau 

Richard Guebert Jr.

Contributing to policy development 
and sharing experiences are the most 
important actions farmers can take 
to advance the future of agriculture, 
according to the head of the country’s 
largest farm member organization.

“That storytelling is becoming 
more and more and more valuable 
and we have to make sure that we 
continue to do that,” American Farm 
Bureau Federation President Zippy 
Duvall said at the 2021 Illinois Farm 

Duvall: “I have hope” for agriculture’s future
Bureau Annual Meeting.

“I encourage all of you to get 
outside the fencerows ... and show 
(people who have never seen a farm) 
what agriculture is all about,” Duvall 
said.

Farmers and ranchers sharing 
their perspectives also matters, 
Duvall said, to help retain trust 
from the American public. More 
than 87% polled by AFBF said the 
profession they trusted the most 
was agriculture.

And the sharing of on-the-farm 
experiences should also extend to 
farmers, Duvall said, noting how 
many struggle with mental health 
issues.

“We have farmers who are 
stressed to the teeth and they go 
through very, very difficult times. 
We have to get rid of the stigma 
that goes along with mental stress,” 
he said.

Duvall himself learned that lesson 
after his wife passed away. 

Zippy Duvall

“It’s OK to say ‘I’m not OK’ and 
look to people who are willing to 
help you.”

The “biggest, biggest” limiting 
factor to American agriculture is 
labor, the AFBF President said. Other 
bottlenecks in the supply chain and 
the coronavirus pandemic are also 
weighing on operations. 

He added that AFBF will also 
improve its relationship with the 
Biden administration, including 
USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack and 
EPA Administrator Michael S. 
Regan.

And ultimately, Duvall said he has 
hope the agriculture industry will 
continue to evolve.

“The farmers and ranchers of this 
country have overcome all things that 
nature throws at them,” Duvall said. 
“I have hope for the Farm Bureau, I 
have hope for our country, and I have 
hope for the future of our industry.” ■

      Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

Delegates adopt policies on farm bill, carbon markets



14      CONNECTIONS    December 2021

Farm income high, but production inputs soaring
National and state estimates project 

2021 farm income could reach the 
highest level since 2013.

But the ride might not last long as 
the University of Illinois farmdoc 
team projects a fairly sizable decline 
in income for 2022 due in part to 
soaring production costs.

The income spike in 2021 was due 
in large part to higher commodity 
prices. Direct government payments 
declined 40.4% in 2021 compared to 
2020 due to lower supplemental and 
ad hoc disaster assistance.

Meanwhile, total production 
expenses jumped $29.8 billion 
nationwide to a whopping $387.6 
billion this year while farm sector 
debt was forecast to increase 2.9% to 
$454.1 billion.

“We’re looking at above-trend 
yields in 2021 which, combined with 
higher prices, leads to very good 
incomes,” Gary Schnitkey, U of I 
soybean industry chair in ag strategy, 

said during the virtual Illinois 
Farm Economic Summit. “That’s 
obviously going to vary around the 
state.”

The National Agricultural 
Statistics Service Illinois field office 
projects statewide average yields 
in 2021 of a record 64 bushels per 
acre for soybeans (nearly 4 bushels 
above the trend yield) and 207 
bushels for corn compared to a 
trend yield of 186 bushels.

The bountiful harvest combined 
with historically high market prices 
was the key to higher farm income 
estimates in Illinois, Schnitkey 
noted. U.S. marketing year prices 
averaged $12.90 per bushel for 
beans and $5.45 per bushel for 
corn this year, up from the 15-year 
averages of $10.63 for beans and 
$4.38 for corn.

But the U of I predicts non-land 
costs to produce corn could jump 
to a record $747 per acre next 

year, up about $150 per acre, with a 
similar percentage jump in the cost to 
produce soybeans.

The U of I’s current estimates for 
operator and land returns next year 
are nearly identical at $353 per acre 
for corn and $356 for beans, based on 
$5 corn and $12 beans. But a recent 
market rally changed the dynamics.

“The market is telling you it needs 
corn acres,” he said. “But, we’re 
looking at considerable differences in 
fertilizer costs,” depending on when 
farmers booked it.

Either way, Schnitkey advises 
farmers to price more bushels for next 
year with recent prices at $11.80 for 
beans and $5.25 for corn.

“Overall, consider pricing more 
than normal for your 2022 crop,” 
Schnitkey said.

Typically, about one-third of corn 
and beans are hedged by spring each 
season, he added. ■

      Source: Illinois Farm Bureau 

IFB ANNUAL MEETING

Katie Arndt of DeKalb participated in two 
preliminary rounds of the statewide Young 
Leaders Discussion Meet at the Annual 
Meeting in Chicago. Topics discussed 
included COVID’s affect on agriculture, 
and ideas on increasing youth involvement 
within Farm Bureau.

DeKalb County well represented at IFB Annual Meeting
Mark Tuttle, Somonauk farmer, 

was re-elected District 1 Illinois 
Farm Bureau Director at the annual 
meeting of the state organization. 
Tuttle has served for two years 
and will begin his second term in 
January.

Katie Arndt of DeKalb 
participated in the Young Leaders 
Discussion Meet at the Illinois Farm 
Bureau Annual Meeting in Chicago. 
Katie was one of 18 participants at 
the state Discussion Meet. 

Five farmers served as delegates 
at this year’s Illinois Farm Bureau 
Annual Meeting. They included 
Steve Bemis, Ed Cowan, Chris 
Paulsen, Roy Plote and Mike 
Schweitzer, all DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Directors. ■

District 1 approved the re-election of Mark 
Tuttle as District Director on the Illinois Farm 
Bureau Board and appointment of Carolyn 
Gehrke Brummel as District Young Leader 
representative on the state Young Leaders 
Committee. District 1 includes the counties 
of DeKalb, Kane, MeHenry and Lake.
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YEAR IN REVIEW
 By the Numbers 2021
6,100 Members benefitted from Farm Bureau programs and 
services.

29 Students received college scholarships to further their 
studies in agriculture, science or medicine.

2,230 Students and 108 teachers explored agriculture by 
utilizing supplies and resources created for the 1st-5th grade Ag 
in the Classroom program.

10 Issues of the CONNECTIONS magazine helped members 
understand food and farming. 

17 Farm Bureau Directors executed Farm Bureau policy and 
represented agriculture. 

145 Students and 6 teachers experienced crop and livestock 
production first-hand during a field trip to a beef cattle and crop 
farm.

90 Farmers completed in-person pesticide testing hosted by 
Farm Bureau and provided by the IL Department of Agriculture. 

46 Teachers gathered agricultural knowledge and resources 
during the Summer Ag Institute (SAI) and other professional 
development workshops.

6 Teachers, for the first year, were given the new Jeff Hartmann 
SAI Scholarship.

305 Students from 25 classrooms illustrated agricultural 
concepts during the CONNECTIONS magazine cover design 
contest.

100 Prime Timers enjoyed entertaining programs and tours.

199 Ag-related books were donated to elementary, middle 
and high school libraries.

2,050 Students were impacted by educational materials 
such as thematic kits and Ag Mags via educator requests for 
resources from the ag literacy resource library.

11 Foundation Directors guided the organization and 
supported the 35 Year campaign of the Foundation. 

3,950 Children explored agricultural concepts via hands-
on FARM (Food and Agriculture Resources Monthly) Bags 
featuring lessons on apples, pumpkins, field corn and wheat.

Thousands learned about livestock at the Sandwich Fair, 
through signs on buildings, a scavenger hunt booklet, and at 
the FFA petting zoo. 

4 Youth entered the 4-H Public Speaking Contest sponsored 
by Farm Bureau and Extension.

900 Farmers were represented by Farm Bureau on county 
regulatory and planning and zoning issues. 

5 Farm Bureau Directors deliberated policy at the state Farm 
Bureau Annual Meeting.

50 FFA Members participated in an officer leadership summit 
hosted by Farm Bureau.

100 Students and teachers explored corn and soil topics 
during Sycamore Middle School’s Science Olympiad.

50 People attended the showing of the SILO film pertaining to 
grain bin entrapment.

1,130 Families learned about farming via photos and 
descriptions in the Farm Matching Game included with 
Kindergarten Readiness Kits distributed throughout the county. ■

Sycamore Middle School Science Olympiad

Dummer Elementary 4th Grade Field Trip

Farm income high, but production inputs soaring

DeKalb County well represented at IFB Annual Meeting
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FAMILY HEALTH

Rachel Koroscik and Jo Cessna teach classes on 
healthy eating, healthy cooking and healthy lifestyles 
at the Leishman Center at Kishwaukee Hospital. 

Handmade & 
Heartwarming Gifts
As we wrap up the year welcoming in the holidays, the kitchen is 
a perfect workshop to create gifts from your hands and heart.

As a former loyal 4-H member I loved the symbols of Head, 
Heart, Hands, Health. It was a great influence on my culinary career 
and has stayed with me throughout my lifetime.

I have selected some very simple recipes for you to give to others 
from your most special place – your heart and hands.

Wishing you well this beautiful holiday season. 
Thank you for allowing us to share our joy and love 

of cooking with you.

Join us in the kitchen for a class in the new year  
ahead, bring a friend or make a new friend!

To register for classes:  
 www.Kish-calendar.nm.org or call 815-748-8962.

Granola Nut Clusters 
1 cup raw walnut halves
½ cup raw pecan halves
½ cup seeds (I like sunflower kernels)
¼ cup local honey
½ cup rolled oats
½ cup unsweetened coconut – 

shredded or large shred
4 tablespoons brown sugar
Heaping ½ teaspoon ground cinnamon
Scant ¼ teaspoon sea salt

1.  Preheat oven to 275 degrees and 
line a baking sheet with parchment paper.

2.  In large bowl whisk together all of the ingredients. It will be 
sticky so stay with it to coat everything evenly.

3.  Pour out onto the parchment lined baking sheet and into a single 
layer. Bake for 10 minutes, rotate pan and bake another 15 to 20 
minutes – allow to cool on the pan for 10 minutes or more.

4.  Once cool, break a part clumps and store in glass jar or tightly 
covered container.

Mixture is good for 3 to 4 weeks. It’s great for gift giving or to 
enjoy as a snack.

Chocolate Cups
12 mini muffin cups
Melt 1 cup your favorite dark chocolate (70% or 

higher cocoa content) over low heat in heavy-
bottom saucepan.

Line 12 mini muffin papers on a baking sheet.
Mix together:
½ cups rough chopped nuts
¼ cup unsweetened coconut flakes
1/3 cup dried fruit, if necessary size cut into small 

pieces with a kitchen shears
1/8 teaspoon ground cinnamon
Dash of salt
1. Divide evenly into the muffin papers.
2. Cover each cup with a nice layer of melted 

chocolate. Refrigerate until set.
3. Variation: Fill the cups with your favorite 

granola and cover with chocolate. ■
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Starting Feb. 1, 2022 applications 
will be available for the Joe 
Barshinger Ag Scholarship. 

This is the third year for the ag 
scholarship in memory of Joe Barshinger.

Barshinger Scholarship for Indian Creek Students
This scholarship was established 

in 2020 by the Barshinger family in 
memory of the late Joe Barshinger, 
a lifelong grain and livestock farmer 
who farmed in Shabbona and 
Waterman. Joe was an avid supporter 
of youth and organizations like FFA 
and 4-H.

The Joe Barshinger Memorial 
Scholarship is for graduating seniors 
from Indian Creek High School. 
Applicant must also be a member of 
the FFA Chapter or a 4-H Club.

One, $1,000 scholarship will be 
awarded to a deserving student who 
plans to attend a community college, 
university or trade school. Applicant 
must also be majoring in a field of 
agriculture. 

The scholarship will be 
administered by the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Foundation and will 
follow similar guidelines as other 

IAA scholarships
Illinois Farm Bureau® (IFB) 

members and their children are 
encouraged to apply for 82 college 
scholarships offered by the IAA 
Foundation, Illinois Farm Bureau’s 
charitable arm. 

The scholarships, ranging from 
$1,000 to $7,500, will be awarded in 
total of $123,000 for the 2022-2023 
school year. 

All applicants must be current high 
school seniors or students already 
enrolled at an accredited college 
or university. Scholarships are 
awarded for exceptional academics, 
leadership experiences and community 
service. Previous winners of an IAA 
Foundation scholarship are eligible to 
apply again.

 A full listing of available 
scholarships and eligibility guidelines 
is available on the Foundation website, 
www.iaafoundation.org. The 
application opens Jan. 1, 2022 and 
must be completed online by Feb. 15, 
2022. 

 For more information, contact the 
IAA Foundation at 309-557-2232, or 
e-mail Jennifer Smith at  
jsmith@ilfb.org. ■

Foundation scholarships. To qualify, 
the applicants’ parents must be 
members of the Farm Bureau for two 
years prior to applying (since 2020). 

Selection of the Joe Barshinger 
Scholarship recipient will be based 
on academics (2.5+ GPA), school 
activities, leadership, and community 
service.  

Previous winners of this scholarship 
were Logan Bend and Tate Johnson, 
both of Shabbona.

Indian Creek students may apply on 
Feb. 1 and thereafter online at: www.
PlantALegacy.org/scholarships. 

Scholarship deadline is Friday, 
March 25, 2022. ■

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation Scholarships
For students of DeKalb County Farm Bureau Members 

For Indian Creek High School Seniors – Available Feb. 1 
- Joe Barshinger Scholarship

For College Sophomores, Juniors & Seniors – Available April 1 
- Ag Discipline Scholarships 
- DeKalb Ag Scholarship 
- Leonard & VIvian Nelson Ag Scholarship 
- Bob & Norma Wildenradt Ag Scholarship

For College Juniors & Seniors – Available April 1 
- Arden & Dorothy Baie Scholarships 
- Orville A. Olson Ag Scholarship 
- Robert Morley Science Scholarships

For Medical Students – Available April 1 
- Medical Scholarships

To apply go to: www.PlantALegacy.org. 
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Holida
ys

Holida
ys

with Horse-Drawn Carriages
The clop, clop, clop of a horse 

on main street turns heads to the 
proverbial sound of a bygone era. 
This dapperly-dressed Percheron 
horse is pulling a white carriage 
embellished with green garland and 
red bows for the holidays. Holding 
the reins is Lyla Blanchard, dressed 
as Mrs. Claus, who guides her gray 
gelding around town bringing smiles 
to her riders.

“We enjoy the smiles and it gives 
us satisfaction,” said Lyla. “We 
consider ourselves ambassadors, 
bringing joy to one another.”

Lyla and her husband John own 
Royal Carriage Ltd. They provide 
horse-drawn carriage rides for 
communities and private events 
throughout northern Illinois.

This time of year is especially 
busy for them with the Christmas 
season. They recently escorted Santa 
Claus to downtown Geneva and 

The Blanchard’s bring joy with their carriage rides

participated in Aurora’s Festival of 
Lights parade. They were also part of 
their hometown holiday celebration 
providing rides in Genoa earlier this 
month. 

For the past 30+ years, the 
Blanchard’s have been in the 
horse carriage business. They love 
everything about it, especially their 
horses.

They currently have five Percheron 
cross  and North American Spotted 
Draft carriage horses ranging in age 
from 14 to 18 years, – Beau, Fiona, 
Lady Pickles, Maggie and Mandy. 
Plus there is Meyer, a 17-month-old 
Spotted Draft colt, and Kolah, an 

American Quarter Horse. And don’t 
forget Stella, a miniature donkey 
(disguised as their holiday reindeer).

The rural Genoa couple has spent 
their lifetime caring for horses.

Lyla, a Chicago native, was born 
with a passion for all things equine. 
As a kid she was drawing stick 
horses and dreaming about them. 
When she was old enough she took 
the Metra commuter train from the 
north side of Chicago to a horse 
barn in the northwest suburbs where 
she worked. On the return train 
trip home, “I would reek like the 
barn and some would complain I 
smelled,” she chuckled. ►

Lyla refreshes the garland and bows on 
her carriage.

Lyla and John Blanchard were all decked out for the holidays giving carriage rides in local 
communities from Genoa to Geneva.
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She bought her first horse when 
she was 25 years old, a Belgian 
cross named Ginger, after the 
mare in Black Beauty. Ginger was 
her carriage horse for 11 years in 
Chicago.

Lyla started driving horse carriages 
in the 1980s for the Sampson’s, who 
established the Royal Carriage Ltd 
Company and were licensed with 
the City of Chicago. As a coachman, 
she would drive the horse-drawn 
carriages in the heart of the city, on 
Michigan Avenue. 

Lyla managed the carriage 
business for several years and 
eventually she and John bought the 
business in 2007. 

Lyla is an accomplished 
equestrian, riding and driving 
professionally, since 1982. 

“My horses are my family and 
I am truly blessed to have them in 

“My horses are my family and I 
am truly blessed to have them in 
my life and be able to share the 
joy of them with the people we 
meet.”           Lyla Blanchard

The Blanchard horses like their carrot treats at home and during carriage rides. Lyla’s 
horses are always in training.

Escorting Santa into town has been a long 
standing tradition for the Blanchards on 
Main Street in Geneva.

my life and be able to share the joy of 
them with the people we meet,” she 
said.

John grew up on a horse farm in 
the St. Charles area. The Blanchard 
family raised and sold American 
Quarter Horses. John rode horses 
and drove teams of horses for many 
years. Working in the family business, 
Blanchard’s Feed and Stable Supply, 
John apprenticed with his father 
learning the art of leather repair. 

John is a skilled craftsman and 
experienced horseman who enjoys the 
diversity of the business.

“Our business has grown through 
the years,” said John. “We started 
with one horse and one carriage and 
now we have eight horses and six 
carriages.”

Their carriages include three white 
Vis A Vis carriages, a People Mover 
and hay ride wagon, an open white 
Caisson, and black glass enclosed 
hearse. Their carriages are used 
for all types of events, weddings, 
funerals, parades, festivals, and 
ethnic celebrations like Quinceaneras 
(Mexican 15th Birthday celebrations) 
and Baraats (Indian wedding 
processionals). ►
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“Our business has grown 
through the years. We started 
with one horse and one carriage 
and now we have eight horses 
and six carriages.”   
           John Blanchard

The Blanchard’s have a regular 
presence in Geneva, under contract 
with the city for 30 years. The 
Chamber of Commerce hires them to 
provide free rides for local residents 
and they are also licensed so that they 
can charge for rides. “By working for 
hire we can keep the horses working,” 
said Lyla.

“We rotate horses for carriage rides, 
so they all get worked. It’s good for 
them,” explained Lyla. “Our horses 
trust us and they love the attention.”

Last year the Covid-19 pandemic 
impacted their business, like it did 
other businesses. But this year has 
been one of their best years. 

“People want normalcy. They are 
looking beyond Covid,” stated Lyla. 
“So many families thrive on our rides 
and interaction with the hores.”

Bright lights in the city make carriage rides festive in downtown Geneva.

What helps their carriage business 
is that the rides are outdoors so they 
get some fresh air and don’t have to 
wear a face mask.

From Geneva to Genoa, these 
communities have been supportive of 
their business. “It’s the best part of 
living here, in farm country,” said the 
Blanchard’s, DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau members. “People here are 
ok with horses, (unlike the City of 
Chicago).”

Both Lyla and John were 
disappointed when Chicago 
terminated horse-drawn carriage rides 
in 2019. Animal activists were behind 
the decision to shut down the carriage 
rides suggesting that horses were 
being mistreated.

 “Animal activists always gave us a 
hard time,” said John. “It’s really too 
bad (they brought an end to a popular 

Stella, a miniature donkey, is dressed like 
a reindeer bringing smiles to nursing home 
residents in McHenry.

venue).”
“Our horses are a valuable part of 

our family,” stated Lyla. “We take 
good care of them. And we love 
sharing our horses with others.”

During their carriage rides you 
will see Lyla and John feeding them 
treats like carrots, apples and horse 
cookies. And you might even see 
horses Beau and Fiona giving kisses 
to Lyla. ►

Holida
ys

Holida
ys

  with
Horse-Drawn Carriages
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Ellwood House in DeKalb was a perfect backdrop for the Beth Fowler School of Dance to 
film their Nutcracker Ballet movie complete with horse and carriage.

The Blanchard’s 
work their horses 
daily to keep them 
healthy and trained 
for the carriage 
business. When the horses are 
young they take them to Amish 
country in Indiana to finish their 
training. The horses are trained for 
five to six weeks by the Amish. 
There they also get their drill-
tech horse shoes ideal for traction 
on pavement and to protect their 
hooves. 

As coachmen during the 
holidays, John dresses in formal 
attire sporting a black jacket with 
tails and a top hat. Lyla wears her 
holiday red cape and furry hat. 

As for the horses, they naturally 
have a thicker coat and have their 
own defenses to stay warm. If it’s 
really cold the Blanchard’s will 
put a blanket on them. For the 
holidays they are all decked out 
with red bows, plumes, red accent 
pieces intertwined within their 
harnesses and of course sleigh 
bells.

 The best part of the horse 

carriage business is “doing something 
to bring joy to others,” say Lyla and 
John. 

The Blanchard’s elicit 
unconditional happiness with their 
carriage rides. “It makes people feel 
good, which brings us satisfaction 
too.” ■

Lyla treats servicemen to a horse-drawn carriage ride in Barrington.



22      CONNECTIONS    December 2021

PRIME TIMERS

PROGRAMSPROGRAMS
“The Great American Songbook” performance in January

Gavin Wilson and Roger 
Hintzsche will entertain members 
with a musical performance: “The 
“Great American Songbook” on 
Monday, Jan. 10, 2022.

The local musicians and vocalists 
will perform for Prime Timers at 1 
p.m. in the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Theater. Gavin Wilson will 
play trumpet while Roger plays 
guitar and banjo; they both will sing 
some of the great standards from 
the big band/crooner era. 

Gavin Wilson is never far away 
from his love of performing in 
musical shows, for theatre, and as 
a ventriloquist for which he gained 

Barb Sorensen presents: “Farm Art” country folk & pop music
Barb Sorensen’s latest album is 

“Farm Art” which features her original 
country folk and pop rock music. 

national recognition. He 
has owned the Hillside 
restaurant with his 
wife, Mary, for 33 years 
and is an agent with 
COUNTRY Financial in 
DeKalb.

Roger Hintzsche 
plays in a diverse 
number of music 
ensembles with a 
variety of musical 
styles, including jazz. He toured 
with the highly acclaimed NIU Jazz 
Ensemble under the direction of Ron 
Modell. Also, Roger was a co-owner 
of the Hintzsche Companies for 35 

years.
Prior to this program, lunch 

will be served in the Farm Bureau 
Auditorium at noon. Lunch fee is $7, 
payable by Jan. 4, 2022. ■

Long before Martha Stewart, there 
was Betty Crocker. 

In 1950, her brand-new picture 
cookbook hit shelves. To date it has 
sold more than 75 million copies.

Created in 1921 by a flour company, 
Better Crocker became the most 
famous and most trusted advisor to 
American cooks. 

Historian Leslie Goddard will look 
at how Betty Crocker was invented, 

She will share her vocal and 
instrumental music with Farm Bureau 
Prime Timers on Monday, Feb. 7, 
2022.

Barb offers fun, upbeat lyrics with 
some light humor. Her songs contain 
hints of her influences growing up in 
a German household with American 
music loving parents. She was 
raised on German folk music, Souza 
marches, opera, rock n’ roll, tango 
calypso, jazz and orchestral music. 

Hailing form the northwest suburbs 
of Chicago, Barb has performed 

Barb Sorensen

History of Betty Crocker and her cookbook shared

Roger Hintzsche and Gavin Wilson will 
entertain Prime Timers members on Jan. 
10, 2022. 

across Europe, Canada, and the 
United States. To date, she has 
released five albums. 

Recently she spent some time on 
a northern Illinois farm and now 
continues to write songs about 
farming and her adventures on farms.

Her performance is at 1 p.m. in the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Theater. 
Prior to her musical program, lunch 
will be served in the Farm Bureau 
Auditorium at noon. Lunch fee is $8, 
payable by Feb. 1. Please note the 
increased lunch fee. ■

why her cookbook has endured and 
what makes her so iconic. She will 
cook up some nostalgia for Farm 
Bureau Prime Timers on Monday, 
March 7, 2022.

 The Betty Crocker program on 
March 7 begins at 1 p.m. in the Farm 
Bureau theater. Before the program, 
lunch is served in the auditorium 
at 12-noon. Lunch reservations are 
needed by March 1; lunch fee is $8. ■
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PRIME TIMERS

TRIPSTRIPS
Coming soon: “West Side Story” musical at Marriott Theatre

The “West Side Story” musical 
returns to the Marriott Theatre in 
2022 and Farm Bureau has tickets for 
the Thursday, March 24 show.

About The musical: Shakespeare’s 
Romeo and Juliet is transported 
to modern-day New York City as 
two young, idealistic lovers find 
themselves caught between warring 
street gangs, the Jets and the Sharks, 
in this landmark Broadway musical. 
Their struggle to survive in a world of 
hate, violence and prejudice is one of 
the most innovative, heart-wrenching 
and relevant musical dramas of 
today’s time. 

From the first notes to the final 
breath, “West Side Story” is as 
powerful, poignant and timely as 
ever!

Before the musical, enjoy a served, 
plated hot lunch at the Marriott in 
Lincolnshire. Choose between a beef 
or chicken entrée.

Cost is $95 for Farm Bureau 
members and $105 for guests. Price 

includes lunch, the “West Side 
Story” musical, and motor coach 
transportation. 

Registration: Registration opens 
for “West Side Story” on Tuesday, 
Jan. 4, 2022 at the Farm Bureau 
office. Call 815-756-6361 and 
provide credit card payment or stop 
by the office for payment. 

A limited number of spaces are 
available on a first come, first served 
basis.

On March 24, the motor coach 
departs from Farm Bureau at 9:30 
a.m. and returns by 5 p.m.

This day trip is being sponsored 
by the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Prime Timers Committee. ■

See illusionist in magic show at Lake Geneva
Illusionist Tristan Crist presents 

magic up-close and personal. Witness 
large illusions in an intimate setting 
at the Tristan Crist Magic 
Theatre in Lake Geneva, Wis.

Farm Bureau has reserved seats for 
the Saturday evening April 23, 2022 
show.  

Every seat is close to 
the action!  The show is 
65 minutes of Vegas-style 

magic and illusion with new tricks. 
The show comes to a thrilling end 

as a real HELICOPTER appears on 
stage only a few feet away. You won’t 
believe your eyes!  

The Tristan Crist Magic Theatre is 
rated Lake Geneva’s #1 attraction and 
show on TripAdvisor; come see what 
all the buzz is about!

After the 5 p.m. show members will 
enjoy a fine dinner at one of Lake 
Geneva’s restaurants.

Watch for more details next month.
Registration for this trip opens 

on Feb. 1 at the Farm Bureau 
office. Credit card or personal check 
accepted. ■
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A glimpse of 
local history

     Information provided by Sue Breese

As I finish my fifth year of writing the Legends column, I’m thankful 
for the opportunity to share my love of DeKalb County history. I was 
born and raised in DeKalb County. My family immigrated here in 1855. 
I’m thankful to be able to share the stories of my family history and the 
wonderful history I’ve discovered over 
the years.  

Looking back at the stories I’ve 
written, I’d like to re-share my 
favorites.  

There have been so many innovations 
that have come from DeKalb County.  
Who would have thought that the name 
DEKALB would be known world-
wide because of hybrid corn or barbed 
wire? There are great stories of the early 
rivalry between DeKalb and Sycamore 
and the struggle to declare a county 
seat. Also in the mix was Sandwich who thought they should be the “southern” 
county seat. 

There are so many people and places that make this a great place to grow up 
in!  

Who are some of those people?  We have James H. Beveridge, banker, 
who mortgaged his family farm to repay his clients who had lost their money 
when the bank failed. Charles Nash, who was born in Cortland went on to 

manufacture the Nash automobile. 
Let’s not forget Helena Dolder, the 
first woman sheriff of DeKalb County. 
There have been so many interesting 
people from this county.

As I drive down Leland Road, I go 
through the area called Pritchard’s 
Grove. This was an area where 
people gathered for picnics. At 
one old settler’s picnic there were 
approximately 5,000 people attending! 
This is still a beautiful area.  

I think my very favorite story is 
the one about Harry Felder of Genoa 
who would draw a Christmas scene 
every year featuring a rabbit hidden in 
the picture on a Christmas card. My 
siblings and I always looked forward 
to finding the bunny each year. 

So after five years, it’s time to take a 
break from writing this column. I hope 
you have enjoyed reading the history. 
I am thankful that I could share these 
stories with you. ■

(Left) A 1955 advertisement for 
Nash automobiles shows the many 
features of the car. (Above) These 
original bank notes were signed by 
James H. Beveridge to repay his 
clients after the bank failed.

(Above) Pritchard’s Grove, as 
located in an 1871 map of Clinton 
Township, was where many 
old settler’s picnics were held. 
(Left) The Harry Felder Christmas 
drawing of 1961 was our first 
exposure to the hunt for the hidden 
bunny on Christmas cards.

What I’m Thankful For
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COMMUNITY
Sheriff’s Office holds Citizens Police Academy

New DeKalb County Sheriff Andy 
Sullivan announces the 27th Sheriff’s 
Citizens Police Academy will be held 
in 2022. 

The Sheriff’s Office and the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau have sponsored 
the Academy since its inception in 
1996. 

The Academy is scheduled to begin 
Thursday, Jan. 13, 2022 and will 
conclude with a graduation celebration 
at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau on 
March 24, 2022.

Classes are from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m. for 10 consecutive Thursday 
evenings and will be held primarily 
at the Legislative Center in Sycamore 
and the Community Outreach Building 
in DeKalb.

The Academy is not meant 
to prepare individuals for a law 
enforcement career but is an 
educational opportunity for DeKalb 
County citizens. It has been developed 

to give citizens a realistic view of the 
criminal justice system in the county, 
at the same time giving Sheriff staff 
the opportunity to interact with 
citizens in a positive atmosphere. 
Citizens from all walks of life have 
enjoyed the Academy.

Instructors for the Academy 
include deputies from the Sheriff’s 
Office and other segments within the 
criminal justice system. Academy 
topics cover several areas including 
arrest procedures, criminal law, 
investigations, domestic violence, 
traffic stops, telecommunications, 
corrections, judicial perspective, and 
active shooter response for citizens. 

Coordinators for the Academy 
are Deputy Sean Conlon, Detective 
Jeremy Grubbs and Sergeant Zach 
Oltmanns.

Those interested in attending the 
Citizens Police Academy may contact 
the Sheriff’s Office for an application 

by calling, 815-895-7260 or stopping 
at the Sheriff’s Office at 150 N. Main 
St., Sycamore. The application can be 
downloaded at: www.dekalbcounty.org 
under Citizen Police Academy.

There is no registration fee, however, 
class size is limited. 

Applicants must be at least 21 years 
of age and live or work within DeKalb 
County. Basic background checks are 
conducted on all applicants. 

The deadline for registration is 
Dec. 27. Early registration is strongly 
encouraged. ■

The DeKalb County Health 
Department’s Holiday Lights 
Program will be handled differently 
due to Covid-19. To reduce the 
amount of interaction between the 
public and staff of drop off locations, 
no collection containers or sites will 
be available this year. 

Instead you may take your old, 

Recycle your holiday lights in DeKalb

non-working holiday lights and 
extension cords directly to DeKalb 
Iron and Metal Company (DIMCO) 
or Zimmerman Recycling in DeKalb 
between now and Jan. 31, 2022. 

Residents can drop off holiday 
lights at these locations:

DeKalb Iron & Metal (DIMCO) 
– 900 Oak St., DeKalb, phone          

815-758-2458; Mon.-Fri., 7:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Sat., 8 a.m. to noon.

Zimmerman Recycling – 301 
Industrial Dr., DeKalb, 815-756-8600; 
Mon.-Fri., 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Sat., 7 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

For more information, call Emily 
Sitkie at 815-748-2430 or email 
recyclemailbox@dekalbcounty.org. ■

     Information provided by Sue Breese
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Holiday  
        Treats

‘Tis the season for cookies, candy, and other sweet treats. Like virtually everything 
else we eat, we can thank agriculture for these goodies. Have a little fun as you learn 
how some of our holiday treats connect to farms!

Sugar
Mmmm, beets. Don’t you just love them? You don’t? Well, chances are you 
will eat a beet product during holiday celebrations. That product is sugar! Let 
these facts take root and crystallize in your mind:

•  Sugar beets are grown in several states, including Minnesota, North 
Dakota, Idaho, Michigan, and Nebraska.

•  A mature sugar beet root is about a foot long, weighs 3-5 pounds, and 
contains 18% sugar in the form of sucrose.

•  The refined sugar we eat is the same at the molecular level whether 
produced from conventional, organic, or genetically modified crops.

•  Beet sugar makes up over half of U.S. domestic sugar production.
Watch sugar beet harvest in Michigan!  
Go to https://youtu.be/3meRJ4TaIrw.

The holiday season wouldn’t be complete without chocolate fudge and hot 
chocolate. Let’s melt down some facts to get the flavor of how we obtain this 
tasty ingredient.

•  Chocolate is made from the seeds of the cacao tree, which is native to the 
rainforests of Central and South America.

•  Cacao seeds, or cocoa beans, form in pods shaped like small footballs. 
The pods grow from the tree branches as well as its trunk.

•  Cocoa beans are fermented and dried before being shipped to chocolate 
factories.

•  Ivory Coast, Ecuador, and Ghana are three of the top countries from 
which the U.S. imports its cocoa.

Conduct a chocolate taste test! See National Ag in the Classroom activity at  
https://agclassroom.org/matrix/resource/754/.

Chocolate

Peppermint
Before you meet that special someone under the 
mistletoe, you might pop a mint or take few licks 
from a candy cane to freshen your breath. We’ve distilled a few cool facts 
about mint farming:

•  Mint is a perennial crop that is replanted every 3-5 years.
•  To harvest mint for oil, the crop is cut similarly to hay. The leaves 

are allowed to dry for a few days in the field before being picked up, 
chopped, and blown into tubs.

•  A process called steam distillation is used to extract mint oil from the leaves.
•  The top peppermint growing states are Oregon, Washington, Idaho, 

Indiana, California and Wisconsin.
See how mint is harvested! Go to https://youtu.be/docSHTCasvQ. ►

AG LITERACY
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AG LITERACY

Check out the Candy & 
Chocolate Literacy Kit!  

Go to https://
growyoungminds.org/

classroom-tools/literacy-kits/
candy-and-chocolate/.

Use the clues below to complete the crossword puzzle.

ACROSS
4. Form of sugar found in sugar beets
7. Native habitat of the cacao tree
9. Melty brown food product made from tree seeds
12. Sweet ingredient found in most holiday treats
13. A top peppermint growing state
14. Strong-smelling plant used to produce the oil that flavors 
candy canes
15. Part of the plant from which mint oil is extracted

DOWN
1. A top peppermint-growing state; located north of Illinois
2. Kind of tree that produces the seeds used to make 
chocolate
3. Part of the cacao tree from which cocoa beans are 
obtained
5. Steam distillation is used to _______________ mint oil 
from leaves
6. A state in which sugar beets are grown (two words)
8. One of the leading countries from which the U.S. imports 
cocoa
10. Root crop used to make over half of the sugar produced 
in the U.S. (two words)
11. Part of the sugar beet plant used to produce sugar

Complete this page for 
a chance to win a prize! 
The first 5 people who 
email a photo of their 
correctly-completed 
page to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.
org will win a Farm 
Matching Game. ■

Match the farm 
crop to the 
finished product 
by drawing a 
line between the 
photos.

Holiday Treat Activities

Farm Crop Product

This kit is available on loan to teachers.
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Growing Knowledge of Agriculture in the Classroom

Mrs. Kristina JordanTeaching
School:  North Elementary School, Sycamore

Grade:  5th

Number of years teaching:  22

Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy connection: I have participated in the Summer Ag Institute 
through the Farm Bureau six times and every single time I have learned something new 
about agriculture I didn’t know before. 

What is your favorite unit to teach?  I love to incorporate agricultural literature, ag literacy 
kits, and maps into science and social studies lessons. 

What do you enjoy most about teaching?  My passion is teaching math. I love teaching 
fractions because there are so many real world connections I can bring to the classroom 
to help students learn and understand fractions.

Why is it important for students to learn about food and farming? It is important for 
students to learn about the food on their table and how their community contributes to 
their food. 

How do you inspire your students? This year I am encouraging my students to celebrate 
their successes, small or big, and to learn from their mistakes. The last year and a half 
have been different for everyone and we all are finding a new way to learn and grow 
together.

Personal
Hometown:  Sycamore

Family:  Husband, Anthony, and three 
children, Landin, Griffin, and Rylin

College/Degree(s):  Bachelor’s Degree 
in Education from NIU, and a Master’s 
Degree in Curriculum and Instruction 
from NIU

What did you want to be when you 
grew up?  I always wanted to be a 
teacher!

Favorites
Quote:  “You’re braver than you believe, 
stronger than you see, and smarter than 
you think.” A.A. Milne

Hobbies:  Traveling and reading

Books:  I love reading the book, 
“Hatchet” by Gary Paulsen with my 
students every year.

Music:  Country

Sports team:  Chicago Cubs

TV show:  “This is Us”

Travel destination:  The beach ■

28      CONNECTIONS    December 2021
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FFA chapter leaders gather for Officer Summit

Forty FFA members and six ag 
teachers met at DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau in early November for an 
Officer Summit that served as this 
year’s FFA Acquaintance program.

The Officer Summit was a new 
approach to DeKalb County’s 
Acquaintance event, which has 
focused primarily on career exposure 
and industry tours for several years. 
This year, FFA chapter officers and 
other members interested in chapter 
leadership were invited to a catered 
lunch and program.

Local agribusinesswoman and 
farmer Lynn Byington was the 

Learning to Do,
Doing to Learn,
Earning to Live,
Living to Serve.

BLUE JACKETS
GOLD STANDARDSDEKALB COUNTY

I BELIVE IN THE FUTURE OF

AGRICULTURE
#FFA

New Acquaintance Approach
featured speaker at the summit. 
Lynn leveraged her experience 
as the 1995-1996 Illinois State 
FFA President in her presentation, 
challenging students to think about 
how to engage their network for 
themselves as well as for their 
chapters. “As a young leader, you 
have much to offer,” she noted, 
adding, “You also have much to 
learn.”

Lynn’s presentation served as 
the springboard to the rest of the 
program, which bore the theme, 
“Farm Bureau and You: Companies, 
Careers, Collaboration.” A short 
video provided an overview of 
Illinois Farm Bureau and its 
affiliated companies. 

Following the video, Agronomy 
Sales and Marketing Manager 
Adam Day spoke to the group 
about employment opportunities 
at Conserv FS. Farm Bureau staff 
shared information about local 
opportunities for young people, 
including scholarships, Young 
Leaders, and volunteering for Ag in 
the Classroom.

Participants were then challenged 
to work in teams to answer the 
question: “How can DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau, IFB, and its affiliates 
engage you: FFA members in high 
school and beyond?” Each team 
spent time generating and discussing 
possible answers and then reported 
back to the whole group.

The DeKalb-Kendall-Ogle 
Agency of COUNTRY Financial and 
Conserv FS co-sponsored the Officer  
Summit with Farm Bureau. ■

Local agribusinesswoman and a past 
Illinois State FFA President Lynn Byington 
speaks during the FFA Officer Summit.

Officer Summit participants work in teams 
to generate ideas. Shown here are Ally 
Yoakum and Lorelei Darlak of Sycamore.

“FFA Acquaintance Day programs 
ensure a stronger tomorrow for Illinois 
agriculture by fostering relationships 
between local FFA chapters and 
county Farm Bureaus. Acquaintance 
Day events are encouraged to 
include an introduction of the family 
of companies, overview of IFB 
operations, and explanation of how 
FFA members can get involved after 
high school.”             Illinois Farm Bureau

Bailey Botterman with Genoa-Kingston FFA 
and Chance Wackerlin, Hinckley-Big Rock 
FFA, presented their team’s ideas to the 
participants of the Officer Summit.
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MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Stop by the Farm Bureau office and pick up a free 2022 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau wall calendar. 

Choose between a calendar which features an assortment 
of “Barns” or the “Antique Tractors” calendar showcasing 
several vintage tractors, while supplies last.

Farm Bureau members 
are limited to one calendar 
per membership. ■

Got the latest version 
of the DeKalb County 
Plat Book?  Plat Books 
are available to purchase 
at the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau. 

The 2020 Plat Book, 
published by Rockford 
Map Publishers, is 
available for purchase for 
$25 (members) or $50 
(non-members) from the 
Farm Bureau office.

Stop by the Farm 
Bureau office to pick up a 
Plat Book. ■

L A N D  A T L A S  &  P L A T  B O O K

DEKALB COUNTY 
I L L I N O I S

2020

The 29th Edition
Compiled and Published by

ROCKFORD MAP PUBLISHERS, Inc.
www.rockfordmap.com

YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE FOR PARCEL MAPS AND SPATIAL DATA

Distributed by
DEKALB COUNTY FARM BUREAU

1350 West Prairie Drive
Sycamore, Illinois 60178

Photo Courtesy of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau

DeKalb County Plat Books for sale

Conserv FS declares patronage refunds for members
For the 13th consecutive year, the 

Conserv FS Board of Directors has 
declared patronage refunds. $2.05 
million will be paid out for 2021 
fiscal year purchases. 

Again, this year there will be a pass 
through of a tax deduction to growers 
meeting certain seed purchase 
minimums in addition to patronage 
refunds on agronomy products. 
Patronage will be paid at a rate of 
60% cash and 40% stock method. 

In spite of the unprecedented 
times, the company’s performance 
in fiscal 2021 was good. Disruptions 
in business with weather and the 
pandemic along with volatility 
in markets caused challenges for 
the company, particularly in the 
agronomy division.

“Teamwork, communication, 
and flexibility were the keys to our 
success this past year. Our employees 
stretched themselves in new and 
creative ways to get the job done 
effectively and efficiently. I couldn’t 
be prouder of our employee team!” 
says Dave Swigart, Conserv FS 
General Manager.

Agronomy patronage will include 
payments for seed, fertilizers, 
nitrogen products, crop protection 
and crop services. Patronage refunds 
in turf and energy products will be 
similar to prior years. The acquisition 
of National Seed in Lisle enhanced 
our presence and performance in the 
Turf Division with their expertise in 
grass seed. 

In addition, patrons that purchased 
$18,100 or more in corn, soybean and 
wheat seed will receive a “Domestic 
Production Activities Deduction” 
(DPAD) at a rate of approximately 
$0.054 per dollar spent on qualifying 
seed during the fiscal year ending 
Aug. 31, 2021. Patrons that qualify 
for this tax deduction to be passed 
on to them will receive a separate 
letter containing the amount of the tax 
deduction available to them and other 
important details. 

Individual rates of payout 
are determined by product line. 
Individual checks will be processed 
and will be distributed in mid-
December. A full breakdown of 
payment rates will be included with 

the check and member’s individual 
payment record. Rates may vary for 
direct transport load deliveries. 

In addition to patronage, the board 
approved approximately $600,000 
of stock revolvement, keeping the 
cooperative on nearly a ten-year 
cycle, a primary goal of the board. 
“Keeping the stock of the coop 
in the hands of active patrons is 
something we pride ourselves on as a 
board,” said John Henning, FS Board 
President. With the cash patronage 
and stock revolvement, the company 
will return nearly $1.83 million in 
cash to the country. 

Conserv FS, Inc. is a Federated 
Cooperative locally owned and 
controlled, based in Woodstock, 
Illinois. Conserv proudly serves 
patrons throughout Northeastern 
Illinois and Southeastern Wisconsin. 
FS is an affiliated company of Farm 
Bureau. ■

 Get your 2022 calendar
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SEEN IT                     November 2021

SEEN IT

Caboose on the loose!
The Illinois Central Railroad caboose can be found outside the 

Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Society at 622 Park Ave., Genoa. The  
40-foot-long car was built in 1950 and was heated by a pot-bellied stove 
with a rim around the top to contain pots and pants. It was lighted with 
kerosene lanterns since it did not have electricity. 

Railroad tracks were built outside the museum in 1979 with the hopes 
of obtaining a caboose, engine, or passenger car. Once the Illinois Central 
caboose was retired, it was moved to the museum tracks on April 27, 1985. 

The Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Society owns the caboose and provides 
continuous maintence to the 49,700 lb. car.

The winner of last month’s SEEN IT Somewhere contest is Phil Paulsen 
of Genoa who correctly identified the Genoa caboose. ■

Members, tell us what this is and where 
you saw it. Send your response to: 

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org or 
call us at 815-756-6361 and share your 

name and address. Correct answers will be 
entered into a drawing for a $20 gift card. In 
the next issue we will reveal the answer and 

information about this local photo.



FFA

Scenic Skating
By Lori Carey
Lori Carey of Sandwich says that photography has become a hobby of hers now that she has 8 grandchildren! The 11-year-old eldest, 
Liam Hope, is seen here enjoying a perfect winter day of skating at Oakdale Farm. The Sandwich farm has been in Lori’s family since 
1855. Liam and his cousins are the 7th generation to work and play there. Lori noted, “Cold noses, sore bums, and hot chocolate made 
this a day to remember!” ■
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Capture the Country Photo Contest Winner
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Provided by COUNTRY Financial®
COUNTRY

As 2021 approaches visibility 
from the rearview mirror, there are 
likely a few milestones you and 
your family are getting closer to and 
anticipating in 2022. 

Planning for your future is always 
important and our insurance agents 
and financial representatives are 
always here to assist. 

We’ve been talking to clients 
lately about life insurance and 
responding to their questions. 
Additionally, a 2021 LIMRA and 
Life Happens Insurance Barometer 
study found nearly one third of 
consumers (31%) say COVID-19 
has made it more likely they will 
purchase life insurance within the 
next 12 months.

Because life happens, here are 
five life milestones that should 
prompt you to check in with your 
insurance agent and ask for more 
information:

1. Going to college
Life insurance can help pay for 

those college loans if something 
happens to you. Parents may be 
responsible for student loans. 

2. Getting married 
Your spouse may need help 

paying for expenses if something 
happens to you. 

3. Having a child 
If you’re married and have kids, 

the money from a life insurance 
death benefit could help your family 
carry on financially if they no longer 
had your income. In fact, more than 
one-third of households say they’d 
feel the financial impact within one 
month if the primary income earner 
passed away.

4. Buying your first house 
If anyone relies on your income to 

help pay the mortgage, the money 
from a life insurance death benefit 
could help ensure your family stays 
in their home well after you’re gone.

5. Becoming an empty-nester
Whole life insurance can provide 

benefits while you’re still living, 
such as supplementing retirement 
income or making a down payment 
on a vacation home.

As the holidays and the end of 
another year approach, it’s a great 
time to reflect on the changes you 
experienced this year, and what may 
be down the road. As you consider 
upcoming changes for your family, 
we are here to help you protect the 
things that matter most and plan for 
the future you desire for you and 
your family. ■

Life milestones to prompt you to buy life insurance
A recent study found nearly 
one third of consumers say 
COVID-19 has made it more 
likely they will purchase life 
insurance within the next 12 
months.

FFA

Capture the Country Photo Contest Winner
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Submit NRCS program applications for 2022
Yes, the holidays are here, but 

so are the technical conservation 
programs and financial assistance 
you need to put customized solutions 
on your farm. The Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
and Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) are ready for you. 
These programs can help you plan, 
install, and pay for practices that 
address soil erosion or other problems 
you may face.

Maybe you need a typical practice 
like a grassed waterway or a terrace.  

Or maybe you’re itching to try a 
denitrifying bioreactor or start trying 
out no-till for better soil health. No 
matter, local staff at NRCS is ready to 
help make it happen.

The first batching period for fiscal 
year 2022 is January 7. That means 
it’s time to submit your application 
or have a conservation conversation 
with your District Conservationist to 
see what you will need.

Depending on what county or 
counties your farmland is located 
in, there may be special programs, 

projects, or watershed efforts to help 
you qualify for even more.

Visit the Illinois NRCS website at 
nrcs.usda.gov and check out all the 
news releases to learn more. Or call 
your District Conservationist today. ■

Illinois EQIP application deadline in January
Look to the USDA-Natural 

Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) for conservation assistance 
on agricultural and forestland. One 
opportunity for assistance is with the 
Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP).

To participate in EQIP, producers 
can apply throughout the year; 
however, Illinois NRCS has 
established an application deadline 
for January 7, 2022. 

With EQIP, producers have 
successfully addressed natural 
resource issues on their farm. Some 
EQIP activities include installing 

structures to address gully erosion, 
improving pastureland diversity by 
interseeding, and improving soil 
health by increasing organic matter 
with cover crops. In addition to 
conservation practices, EQIP funds 
the development of conservation 
plans.

Producers interested in EQIP 
should submit a signed application 
(NRCS-CPA-1200 form) to the local 
NRCS field office or through the  
Farmers.gov website. A blank 
NRCS-CPA-1200 application form 
may be obtained from the local office 
or on the Illinois NRCS website. 

EQIP applications submitted by 
January 7, 2022 will be evaluated by 
local NRCS field office staff. If an 
application is ranked high enough to 
be funded, NRCS staff will work with 
the applicant to develop a contract.

EQIP is a voluntary conservation 
program available for agricultural 
producers and forestry producers. 
Through EQIP, NRCS will provide 
financial and technical assistance to 
install conservation practices. For 
information on EQIP, contact the 
local NRCS field office or visit www.
nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/il/
programs/financial/eqip/. ■
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The University of Illinois Extension has scheduled a series  
of educational webinars in 2022.

Everyday Environment Webinar
The Recent IPCC Climate Report
January 13 | 1 p.m. via ZOOM
The intergovernmental panel on climate change’s Working Group 1 recently 
came out with a report detailing the most up-to-date physical understanding of 
the climate system and climate change. Come review this report with Illinois 
Extension Educator Abigail Garofalo for an understanding of what this means 
for our future.  
Registration Link:  
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/?RegistrationID=24580 

Mental Health First Aid for the Ag Community Webinar
January 19 | 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. | Online
Gain skills to identify signs of mental health issues, learn how to communicate 
with someone experiencing them, and leave with resources to connect someone 
with help. This free webinar is for ag producers, agribusiness personnel, 
stakeholders, and anyone who wants to support the agriculture community.  
This is the same program as the December 10th webinar.
Registration Link: go.illinois.edu/mentalhealth2022

Get Savvy Webinar Series 
All programs are online and start at noon more information and registration: 
https://forms.uofi.uillinois.edu/sec/1279302   

Steps to Investing | January 26, 2022
Learn more advanced concepts that can help you put into practice some of the 
terminology and information you learned from last year’s Investing Basics 
webinar. Presented by Natalie Daniels, DePaul University, Alan Sorcher, U.S. 
Securities and Exchange Commission, and Kathy Sweedler, University of 
Illinois Extension. If you missed last year’s sessions, we suggest watching the 
Investing Basics recording prior to attending Steps to Investing. NOTE: This 
webinar is meant to be educational and will not offer individual investing advice.

Money in Relationships | February 9, 2022
Learn ways to talk with your partner about spending, saving, traveling, 
education, debt, and overall money management. Presented by Camaya 
Wallance Bechard, University of Illinois Extension, and Andrea Pellegrini, 
University of Illinois Student Money Managing Center.

Financial Emergency Preparedness | March 30, 2022
As we’re entering tornado season in Illinois, we’ll discuss ways to prepare 
financially for potential disasters and emergencies. Join us to explore financial 
emergency preparedness tips and tools. Presented by Camaya Wallance 
Bechard, University of Illinois Extension, and Andrea Pellegrini, University of 
Illinois Student Money Managing Center.

Home Buying vs. Renting | April 13, 2022
This webinar will break down the pros and cons of buying vs. renting, the 
process of buying a home, and important terminology, like the difference 
between a house and a condo and much more. Presented by Jake Hamilton, 
Illinois Division of Financial and Professional Regulation, and Andrea 
Pellegrini, University of Illinois Student 
Money Managing Center.

For additional information contact the DeKalb 
County Extension office, 815-758-8194. ■

U of I Extension offers series of webinars

Johnna Jennings  
receives national award

Johnna Jennings recently received 
national recognition while at the 
National Association of Extension 
4-H Youth Development Professionals 
(NAE4-HYDP) National Conference.

 Johnna was Illinois’ recipient of the 
National Meritorious Award. She was 
also recognized for her years of service 
in Extension – 33 years (28 in Illinois 
and 5 in Ohio). 

To receive this award, Extension 
4-H Youth Development Professionals 
must have demonstrated innovative 
youth programming and leadership in 
the NAE 4-H Association at the state, 
regional, and/or national level.

Johnna is the 4-H Youth 
Development Educator for the 
University of Illinois Extension serving 
the counties of Boone, DeKalb and 
Ogle. Starting her career in 1988, she 
has focused her 4-H programming 
efforts on volunteer development, chick 
incubation and embryology, hands-on 
science, healthy living and teen 
leadership.

“I am very honored and happy to be 
recognized for having a career I truly 
love and enjoy,” said Johnna. “I am 
so lucky to have a career where I get 
to work with so many wonderful 4-H 
leaders, members and families.”

 The National Association of 
Extension 4-H Youth Development 
Professionals is the professional’s 
organization for those dedicated to 
promoting, strengthening, enhancing, 
and advocating for the 4-H youth 
development profession. It is one of 
the largest professional associations 
for youth development workers with 
a diverse membership of nearly 4,000 
youth development professionals. ■
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“COUNTRY Financial®” is the marketing name for the COUNTRY Financial family of affiliated  
companies (collectively, “COUNTRY”), which include COUNTRY Life Insurance Company®,  
COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, and their respective subsidiaries, located  
in Bloomington, IL.

We’ll be with you every step of the way as we move through 2022.

Phil Hasz 

(815)756-8026

Steve Klopfenstein 
(815)824-2920

Chris Patterson 

(815)756-9536

Mike Shipley 
(815)756-9536

Dave Gingerich 

(815)784-6688

Kathy Martin 

(815)786-6584

Craig Popp 
(815)756-9536

Karolina Skinner 

(815)786-8809

Dan Howes 

(815)756-9536

Dean Miller 
(815)748-7064

Zeke Scott 

(815)756-8026

Gavin Wilson 

(815)748-7064
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