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A Season of Meetings
As a farmer, January through March has always been 

meeting season. It’s that time of the year when farmers 
refresh and recharge as we participate in meetings which 
may benefit our farms.  

It might be meetings on crop insurance, farm programs, 
new technology, truck regulations or farm business 
analysis meetings to help us plan for the upcoming farm 
year. But believe me, not a week goes by where I can’t go 
somewhere to learn more about our business of agriculture.

Another important meeting for Farm Bureau is the 
Annual Meeting. It, too, gives opportunity to look at the 
successes of last year and prepare for another year in Farm 
Bureau. This year, I will be conducting the 110th Annual 
Meeting of DeKalb County Farm Bureau on Feb. 28.  

Today, the Annual Meeting has evolved into more of a 
business meeting open to members and attended by Farm 
Bureau Directors. But back in the day (1932-1974) it was 
a social event where about 2,500 people would meet at 
different locations throughout the DeKalb area to enjoy 

lunch and then the meeting/entertainment would be 
held at the Egyptian Theatre. Later it was held at the 
NIU Holmes Center (1975-2001) with 1,000 people in 
attendance.

I can’t help but reflect back on the 47 years and three 
generations that my family has had someone serving on 
the Farm Bureau Board of Directors and attended these 
meetings, just like I do today. I guess you could say Farm 
Bureau has been an important part of the Bemis family. 

So if you are wondering what farmers do when it is 
sub-zero and snow covers the ground? It’s Meeting 
Season! ■
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Find the kernel and win!
Let’s see if you can find the kernel 

(resembling the one here) in this month’s 
issue of our magazine and be eligible to 
win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-756-
6361, by March 4 for your chance to win. 

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact 
description of the location of the kernel 
on that page. You will also need to include 
your name, address and phone number in 
the email.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the kernel contest 
was Leslie Sanderson of Kingston. The 
kernel was hidden on page 27 in the 
butterfly of the January CONNECTIONS. ■

Follow	us!

 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

	 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

	 twitter.com/DCFBureau

	 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS	Magazine 

www.CultivateConnections.org

Farm	Bureau	Main	Site 
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org

Foundation	for	Agriculture 
www.PlantALegacy.org

Ag	Literacy 
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to: 
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
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Farm Romance
Let’s face it, many farmers have a hard time 

openly expressing their love. It’s just the way they 
are.

They were raised to be tough. Boots on the 
ground. Get your work done type of guys. 

I recently listened to three couples share their love 
stories from the 1950s and found many similarities 
among the male farmers. A strong work ethic. Core 
values of faith, family and farming.  

When I asked the farmers how they proposed to 
their sweethearts, I couldn’t wait to hear their unique, romantic, get-down-on-one-
knee proposal (I watch way too many Hallmark movies!) I received the same response 
from all of them: “Look in the glove box!”   

I turned to the women to make sure I was hearing them correctly. Yep. That was 
their affectionate way of asking their girl to marry them, without actually asking them. 
As a matter of fact one of the wives told her girlfriends recently, “He never really 
asked me to marry him.” 

The engagement ring was in the glove box in each one of their cars and the women 
naturally were excited to place the ring on their finger. To make a commitment. The 
women knew that it was an act of love, even though the men never really said the 
words, “Will you marry me?” 

The farm couples featured in this issue have been married nearly 70 years. As 
lifelong farm partners, they undoubtedly smile every time they glance at their glove 
box.

Did your proposal involve a glove box? Mine was on a White tractor. ■

Calendar
MARCH 
March 7  Betty	Crocker	program	  
By	Leslie	Goddard 
Prime	Timers	Luncheon/Program 
12-Noon 
$8	lunch	fee 
Register	by	March	1

March 8  Rules	for	the	Road	Seminar	 
Harvard 
Register	by	March	1	with	DeKalb	Co.	
Farm	Bureau

March 9  Pesticide	Testing 
For farmers 
9-11	a.m. 
Register	with	IL	Dept.	of	Ag

March 17  SILO	film	shown 
In	conjunction	with	FBFM	Meeting 
11	a.m. 
Reservations:	newport@fbfm.org

March 22  National	Ag	Day

March 24  “West	Side	Story” 
Marriott	Theatre,	Lincolnshire 
Bus	departs	FB	9:30	a.m.

March 25  FB	Senior	Scholarships	due

Meetings are held at DeKalb County Farm  
Bureau unless otherwise noted. For meeting  
reservations contact the Farm Bureau office.

Farm Bureau Office Hours
The	Farm	Bureau	office	is	open	Monday-
Friday,	8	a.m.	to	4:30	p.m.	Please	stop	by	
or	call	815-756-6361	to	reach	us.	



February 2022    CONNECTIONS						3				

By	the
 NUMBERS

February & The ‘50s
February	is	typically	known	as	the	month	of	love.	But	February	is	not	only	
about	valentines	and	sweethearts,	but	so	much	more.	Here	is	a	flashback	
to	the	1950’s,	a	time	when	lifestyles	were	changing	and	agriculture	was	
changing	too.	

•	A	1	lb.	box	of	chocolates	cost $1.86.

•	A	movie	ticket	was 46	cents.

•	Gas	cost	18-25	cents	per	gallon.	

•	The	average	cost	of	a	new	car	was $1,500	in	1950.

•	TV	dinners	were	introduced	by	Swanson	in	1953.

• The	median	price	of	a	home	was	$7,354;	the	average	size	of	a	home	
was under 1,000 square	feet.

•	The	average	size	farm	in	1950 was 200 acres.

•	In	1951 RCA	broadcast	the	first	color	TV	episode.	

•	The	first	McDonald’s	opens	in	Des	Plaines	in	1955;	the	price	of	a	burger	
is	15 cents.

•	The	average	corn	yield	was	40	bushels	per	acre	in	1950 and	the	price	
of	corn	was $1.50. ■
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Livestock Farms Add Value to Economy
The livestock industry benefits our 

county and state by supporting food 
security, protecting the environment, 
strengthening communities and 
driving economic growth.

Supporting Food Security
Illinois is home to more than 71,000 

farms. DeKalb County has about 
2,300 farms. Ninety-six percent are 
family-owned and a third of Illinois 
farms include livestock. For these 
farm families, producing high quality 
meat and dairy products means 
providing important protein sources 
for their families and others.

These farmers raise more than 
livestock on their farms; they improve 
their communities by providing local 
products residents rely on for well-
balanced meals.

• Illinois’ state licensed meat 
establishments processed more 
than 31 million pounds of meat 
to feed families across the state in 
2020.

• Illinois farm families donated 
more than 250,000 pounds of food 
to local food pantries in 2020.

Farmers care for their animals 
in ways that also benefit the land. 
Their dedication to conserving 
the resources entrusted to them 
preserves their way of life for future 
generations. 

Farmers make significant 
investments to properly design 
livestock barns that protect the 
environment. Barn construction 
is subject to multiple layers of 
regulation involving state and 
federal agencies, as well as an 
18-step approval process managed 
by the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture. 

• Pig farmers today use 75% less 
land and 25% less water than 
they did 60 years ago.

• Cattle farmers are producing 
60% more beef with 40% fewer 
carbon emissions than 50 years 
ago. 

• Each gallon of milk produced by 
dairy farmers creates 63% fewer 
carbon emissions than in 1944.

Strengthening Communities
Farmers care about strengthening 

and supporting communities through a 
variety of assistance involvement and 
support.

• A recent study of property values 
in Illinois shows livestock farms, 
rural neighbors and town residents 
can successfully coexist with no 
adverse impacts to property values, 
thanks to modern technology and 
statewide siting criteria.

• Farmers serve as volunteer 
firefighters, school board members, 
elected officials, church elders and 
in other essential roles that support 
communities.

Driving Economic Growth
Livestock farms, along with meat 

and dairy processing, are economic 
engines for the county and state. 
The dollars generated from livestock 
production ripple through the state’s 
economy. 

• For every $100 of output created 
by livestock, an additional $80 of 
economic activity is created outside 
the industry. ■

Protecting The Environment
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Livestock Farms Add Value to Economy

www.ilfb.org

95% of farms are family-managed and owned businesses
ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION OF AG TO THE COUNTY

Sources:
2019 Illinois Agriculture Economic Contribution Study
2019 Illinois Farmland Values & Lease Trends
USDA 2017 Census of Agriculture
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Value Added from Livestock - 
Market Value of Crops - 
Market Value of Livestock - 
Total Beef Cow Farms - 
Total Beef Cows - 
Total Dairy Farms - 
Total Milk Cows - 
Total Hog Farms - 
Total Hogs Sold - 

2,594
564

$285.3 million
$59.9 million

$234 million
$150.2 million

69
1,729

7
827
54

954,045

DEKALB COUNTY

B9 : Q9

www.ilfb.org

Sources:
2019 Illinois Agriculture Economic Contribution Study
2019 Illinois Farmland Values & Lease Trends
USDA 2017 Census of Agriculture

95% of farms are family-managed and owned businesses
ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION OF AG TO THE COUNTY

Total Jobs -  

Added Jobs From Livestock - 

Total Value Added - 

Value Added from Livestock - 

Added Household Income - 

Added Household Income from Livestock - 

Market Value of Crops - 

Market Value of Livestock - 

2,594

564

$285.3 million

$59.9 million

$114.7 million

$17 million

$234 million

$150.2 million

DEKALB COUNTY

C3 : AC3

DeKalb County
Economic Contribution of Ag in the County
95% of farms are family-managed and owned businesses

www.ilfb.org

Sources:
2019 Illinois Agriculture Economic Contribution Study
2019 Illinois Farmland Values & Lease Trends
USDA 2017 Census of Agriculture

95% of farms are family-managed and owned businesses
ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION OF AG TO THE COUNTY

Total Jobs -  

Added Jobs From Livestock - 

Total Value Added - 

Value Added from Livestock - 

Added Household Income - 

Added Household Income from Livestock - 

Market Value of Crops - 

Market Value of Livestock - 

2,594

564

$285.3 million

$59.9 million

$114.7 million

$17 million

$234 million

$150.2 million

DEKALB COUNTY

C3 : AC3



6						CONNECTIONS    February 2022

the

It’s February, which means our farm is currently hauling corn to the 
ethanol plant in Rochelle, working on some of our equipment, finishing up 
the books for 2021 and putting the final touches on our crop plan for 2022. 

When we look back at 2021 it was a good, but challenging year. It started 
warm and dry allowing us to plant our whole farm in about a week. The crop 
got off to a good start. Unlike many of the past crop years, it was dry for 
most of the summer. Even though it was dry we had a good corn crop and an 
average soybean crop. 

The biggest challenge from last year wasn’t the weather though, 
it was the supply chain. Most years we can get fertilizer and chemicals 
very easily and the price is usually fairly stable throughout the year. Not last 
year. 

By mid-summer crop protection products started to run out and the prices 
began to climb. Fertilizer prices also took off, well over doubling last year’s 
cost and some became unavailable for our fall application.  

Looking forward to this crop year we were able to lock in most 
of our inputs such as seed, crop protectants, and fertilizer. We did 
this fairly early to control some of the rise in costs. And owning our own 
application equipment gives us a lot of flexibility to react to the changing 
supply chain issues. 

We have had to make sure that we have multiple plans for weed control 
this year due to limited supplies, thus we are using multiple forms of 
fertilizer to manage our costs and still be able to feed our crops and the soil 
the needed nutrients. 

Parts, equipment, and labor shortages have played a role in how we plan 
not only for 2022 but also for ’23 and ’24. 

Even with the challenges we are facing in agriculture, I believe that 2022 
will be a great farm year.

Strategizing with Supply Shortages

Josh	Faivre,	a	third-generation	farmer,	is	
responsible	for	agronomy	and	operating	
a	sprayer,	semi-truck	and	strip-till	bar	on	
his	family’s	farm	in	rural	DeKalb.	He	is	
also	a	seed	dealer.

About me: My family’s farm was 
founded in 1943 by my grandfather with 
help from his father, which makes me 
either a 3rd or 4th generation farmer, 
depending on how you want to count. 
I came back to the farm in 2013 after 
graduating from Iowa State University 
with a degree in Ag Economics. 

Over the last eight years my role 
has changed from learning the day-to-
day operations of our farm to making 
our agronomy decisions, some of the 
grain marketing decisions, and now 
I’m starting to learn more of the book 
work. I recently became a seed dealer 
for Beck’s hybrids, which I really enjoy 
doing. 

My wife, Mallory, and I were married 
in 2017 and we have two dogs and a 
cat. ■



Winged Warriors
Photo	courtesy	of	Nicole	Jonutz

This	is	the	second	in	an	alternating	series	from	local	photographers	Nicole	Jonutz	and	Bob	Myers.	The	
eagles	have	been	living	near	Pleasant	Street	and	Hartmann	Road	in	Maple	Park	for	the	last	6	years.	■
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Rules for the Road Trucking Seminar held in March

FARM COUNTRY

2022

MARCH 8TH AT 10 AM 

HOSTED BY: MCHENRY COUNTY FARM BUREAU

Moose Lodge, 22500 IL-173, Harvard   

Lunch at 12:00 pm   |   Register by March 1, 2022

Learn more about trucking 

regulations to help you 

stay legal and safe when 

you hit the road. 

Attendance is open to all Illinois Farm Bureau Members

REGISTRATION OPENS MONDAY, JANUARY 17TH. Please  

contact your local County Farm Bureau to register.

Farmers who need to renew their 
private pesticide applicator license 
can do so at the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Building.  In-person 
testing is scheduled for Wednesday, 
March 9 from 9 a.m. until noon.

The Illinois Department of 
Agriculture will offer the pesticide 
applicator testing. 

To register go to the IDOA 
website: https://www2.illinois.
gov/sites/agr/Pesticides/Pages/in-
person-testing.aspx. ■

Renew pesticide license

enforcement agencies. 
Rules for the Road seminars are 

open to all Illinois Farm Bureau 
members. Attendance is free, 
courtesy of the county Farm Bureau 
and Illinois Farm Bureau, but 
advance registration is requested. 
Lunch will be provided.

Please call the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau to reserve your place 
at the Rules for the Road Seminar 
by March 1, 815-756-6361. DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau will cover 
member expenses for attending. ■

FBFM meeting: Ag Year in Review
Last year’s farm year was one of the best for some local farmers and a good 

year for other farmers. FBFM has the numbers to prove it.
Scott Newport will present an Ag Year in Review at the Farm Business Farm 

Management (FBFM) Analysis Meeting on Thursday, March 17 at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau.

The FBFM specialist will offer his analysis of 2021 farm data for FBFM 
cooperators, including corn and soybean yields and farm earnings. He will 
also provide cooperators with individual comparative analysis with the 
distribution of handouts.

The FBFM meeting begins at 9 a.m. in the Farm Bureau Theater.  The 
meeting will also include a guest speaker and the showing of the SILO film 
(11 a.m.). 

Lunch will be provided at noon. For lunch reservations, contact Newport at 
newport@fbfm.org. 

The FBFM meeting is open to all interested persons. ■

Scott	Newport	will	offer	his	analysis	of	the	
2021	farm	year	at	the	FBFM	Meeting	on	
March	17.	
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MARCH 8TH AT 10 AM 

HOSTED BY: MCHENRY COUNTY FARM BUREAU 

Moose Lodge, 22500 IL-173, Harvard 

Lunch at 12:00 pm      Register by March 1, 2022

Illinois Farm Bureau will host a series of two-hour trucking seminars 
focusing on transportation laws and regulations as they pertain to the 
agricultural industry. 

The closest seminar to the DeKalb County area is being held in Harvard. 
McHenry County Farm Bureau will host the session on Tuesday, March 8 at 

10 a.m. at the Moose Lodge 22500 IL-173, Harvard. 
“There are some trucking laws that have been reshaped in recent years, such 

as the Entry Level Driver Training Requirement that went into effect on Feb. 7,” 
said Rodney Knittel, 
IFB assistant director 
of transportation and 
infrastructure. 

The Rules for the 
Road Seminar will 
cover recent changes 
and some of the 
more established but 
still misunderstood 
rules, such as the 
USDOT Number, 
UCR registrations 
and driver’s license 
classifications, to 
name a few. 

Knittel specializes 
in farm transportation 
issues and will 
lead the seminar 
series, and he will 
be joined by Illinois 

Open to DeKalb County Farm Bureau members. 

Contact the local Farm Bureau office to 

register, 815-756-6361.
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Coming soon
at DeKalb County  

Farm Bureau

SILO-A film about grain entrapment

Thursday, March 17 
In conjunction with DeKalb County FBFM Meeting

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Theater 
(Film	will	start	approximately	11	a.m.) 

No	charge	to	attend.	Lunch	provided.	Reservations	required	at	FBFM:	newport@fbfm.org.

About the movie:	Inspired	by	true	events,	SILO	tells	the	story	of	an	
18-year-old	who	falls	victim	to	a	grain	entrapment	incident	that	brings	
the	community	together	in	a	small	farm	town.	After	the	movie,	a	
guided	conversation	will	address	safety	issues.	

Sponsors
A&P	Grain	Systems 
Vern’s	Farm	Supply

Sukup	Manufacturing	Company
DeKalb	County	Farm	Bureau

COUNTRY	Financial®	DeKalb	County	Agency
Conserv	FS 
CHS	-	Elburn 
DeLong	Co. 
FS	Grain 
Maplehurst 

Mullins	Grain	Co.

This	film	is	recommended	for	active,	operating	farmers.
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Q: How do you determine when to market your beef 
cattle? Where is your beef sold?

A: We sell our beef cattle when they reach a market 
weight of about 1,500 pounds. Our beef is sold 
to Tyson, which can be found in grocery stores 
around the country.

Let’s start at the beginning of our beef cattle cycle. The cattle 
we buy for our feedlot are shipped here at about 800 pounds 
or when the calves are about 1-1/2 years old. We get our cattle 
from the same family-owned cattle business we’ve been using in 
Kentucky for the last 50 years. What started as our grandfathers 
doing business back then (on both sides of the family) is now our 
current third generation doing business together today. 

We drive our semi-truck to Kentucky to get a truckload of up to 
65 cattle. They are loaded onto our livestock trailer to make the 
8-hour journey north, back to our farm. When they get here they 
have a feed bunk full of feed waiting. 

Over the next couple of days the cattle are vaccinated, 
dewormed, and checked over by the veterinarian to ensure they 
are healthy. Then they start on a feed ration to start gaining the 

proper amount of weight. They begin on a starter 
ration of feed and then by week three they are 
transitioned to a full finisher feed ration for the 
next five months. Their ration changes as they 
grow to meet their weight gaining needs. 

The beef cattle are typically here for 170-180 
days on feed before being sold to the market. 
They are usually 1,475-1,500 lbs. when they get 
loaded on the truck, where about 32 of them will 
now fill it. 

For beef cattle, you want them to be at that 
certain weight to get the best price. If they are 
overweight or underweight you will get docked 
on pay. Days on feed, weight, and overall 
condition will determine which cattle will go to 
market. 

We sell the beef cattle by the truckload to 
Tyson Fresh Meats in Joslin, IL and they pay us 
by the pound. They process the cattle there and 
package the meat. The meat is then shipped out 
to grocery stores and restaurants nationwide. We 
have been selling our beef cattle to Tyson Fresh 
Meats for the last 30 years because they have 
consistently given us a fair market price along 
with prompt payment. 

We will continue to raise and sell our beef 
cattle this way helping to provide nutritious beef 
to feed consumers. ■ 
        Matt & Mandy Baenziger

Matt	and	Mandy	Baenziger	and	their	twin	sons	
Mason	and	Maverick	raise	beef	cattle,	plus	an	
assortment	of	farm	animals,	and	grow	corn	and	
soybeans	on	their	family	farm	in	rural	Kingston.	
Matt	is	a	4th	generation	farmer.	
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USDA BEEF

QUALITY
GRADING UNDERSTANDING UNDERSTANDING 

BEEF QUALITY GRADES BEEF QUALITY GRADES 

Prime  beef is produced from young,
well-fed cattle. It has the most marbling, is 
produced in smaller quantities than other 
grades, and is often sold in hotels and 
restaurants. Prime roasts and steaks are 
excellent for roasting, grilling or broiling. 

Choice beef is high quality and
produced in highest quantity, but has 
less marbling than Prime. Choice roast 
and steaks, especially from the rib and 
loin, will be very tender, juicy and 
flavorful. They are suited for roasting, 
grilling or broiling. Less tender cuts are 
perfect for slow-cooking. 

Select beef is slightly leaner than
Prime and Choice because it has less 
marbling. It can lack some tenderness, 
flavor and juiciness as compared to the 
higher grades. Select grade beef often 
benefits from slow-cooking or from 
marination prior to grilling or broiling.

FACTORS IN 
DETERMINING A 
QUALITY GRADE:

Distribution of 
Marbling within Lean 

Muscle at 
12th/13th Rib

Age/Maturity of 
Carcass

Color, Texture & 
Firmness of Lean 

Muscle

WHAT IS MARBLING?
Marbling, also known as 
intramuscular fat, is the 
fat intermingled with the 
beef muscle. Marbling 
is the primary factor in 
determining the quality 
grade of a beef carcass. 
When determining the 
amount of marbling, a 
grader will look at the 
ribeye where the 
carcass is cut at the 
12th & 13th rib 
juncture. Marbling helps 
ensure and is a strong 
visual predictor of beef 
tenderness, flavor and 
juiciness and improves 
the overall palatability 
of beef. 

NO ROLL  
Standard and Commercial grades of beef are frequently sold 
as ungraded “No Roll” beef. Because No Roll does not carry a 
grade designation, there is a risk it will not be as tender, 
flavorful and juicy as products graded Prime, Choice or Select.
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Indian Creek High School seniors 
who plan to pursue an ag-related 
college degree are urged to apply for 
the Joe Barshinger Ag Scholarship.

This scholarship was established 
in 2020 by the Barshinger family in 
memory of the late Joe Barshinger, 
a lifelong grain and livestock farmer 
who farmed in Shabbona and 
Waterman and was an avid supporter 
of youth.

The Joe Barshinger Memorial 
Scholarship is for graduating seniors 
from Indian Creek High School. 
Applicant must also be a member of 
the FFA Chapter or a 4-H Club.

Apply soon for the Barshinger Ag Scholarship

to apply. The scholarship award is 
for a total of $1,200 for the freshman 
year of college.

To be eligible, a students’ 
immediate family must have been 
a member in good standing of 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
continuously since 2020.  

Senior Scholarship selection is 
based on academics, leadership, and 
community service. 

The online scholarship application 

High school seniors have until 
March 25 to apply for DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Foundation 
Senior Scholarships.

The Foundation will grant 
scholarships to deserving high school 
seniors pursuing a college education 
in any field of study. 

High school seniors who will be 
attending a two or four-year college, 
university or vocational/technical 
school in the fall of 2022 are eligible 

Deadline nears for FB Senior Scholarships
form is available:  
www.PlantALegacy.org. 

Students will need to complete 
the application and submit online. A 
high school transcript and academic 
information is also required from 
high school counselors.  

The complete application is due 
by Friday, March 25. 

Other Farm Bureau Foundation 
scholarships will be offered in the 
spring for current college students. ■

Joe	Barshinger

Looking for ag/rural scholarships?
Here	are	some	for	college	students:

One, $1,000 scholarship will be 
awarded to a deserving student who 
plans to attend a community college, 
university or trade school. Applicant 
must also be majoring in a field of 
agriculture. 

The scholarship will be administered 
by the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Foundation and will follow similar 
guidelines as other Foundation 
scholarships. To qualify, the applicants’ 
parents must be members of the Farm 
Bureau for two years prior to applying 
(since 2020). 

Selection of the Joe Barshinger 
Scholarship recipient will be based 

on academics (2.5+ GPA), school 
activities, leadership, and community 
service.  

Indian Creek students may apply 
online at: www.PlantALegacy.org/
scholarships. 

Scholarship deadline is Friday, 
March 25. ■

DeKalb County 4-H – Deadline April 29. https://extension.illinois.edu/bdo/4-h-dekalb-county. 
CHS Elburn – Deadline April 3. https://dekalbccf.org/give/types-of-funds/scholarship-funds/
Compeer – Deadline March 15. www.compeer.com 
GROWMARK – Deadline April 14. www.growmark.com/about-us/corporate-commitments 
Illinois Farm Bureau Rural Nurse Practitioner – Deadline May 1. www.rimsap.com  
Illinois Pork Producers – Deadline March 1. www.ilpork.com/youth/scholarships
Midwest Dairy – Deadline March 1. https://www.midwestdairy.com/young-dairy-leaders/dairy-.scholarships/
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Grateful for  
Scholarships

Three local women who work at 
Maplehurst Farms, Inc. received 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Scholarships. They share their 
stories and gratitude for having been 
awarded these scholarships in the 
past.

Kristin Hoffman
I grew up in Kingston on a grain 

and livestock farm. I attended 
Hiawatha in Kirkland from 
elementary through high school 
then attended Iowa State University 
where I graduated in May of 2021 
with my Bachelor’s in Agricultural 
Business with a business emphasis 
in Finance.

In 2019 & 2020, I was graciously 
awarded the Ag Discipline 
Scholarship from the Farm Bureau. 
Not only did the scholarships help 
me with my financial obligations, 
but it also allowed me to concentrate 
more on my classwork and extra-
curricular activities while in 
college. Due to the extra time not 
focusing on financials, I was able 
to graduate cum laude and hold 
several leadership roles in various 
organizations on and off campus!

Due to COVID-19, my classes 
transitioned online during my 
Senior Fall Semester (Fall of 
2020). While it was unfortunate to 
lose the in-person connections, it 
allowed me to fast track my career 
at Maplehurst Farms by starting as 
a Grain Bookkeeper at the Esmond 
Facility during harvest. Before I left 
to finish my last semester in Ames, I 
was offered a full-time position as a 
Grain Origination Assistant. I gladly 
accepted the position and loved 
every minute. 

Within eight months, an 
opportunity arose, and I am proud 
to say I am now a Grain Marketing 
Specialist. 

Barbara Koehnke
I am the Controller for Maplehurst 

Farms, and a long-time DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau member. I grew 
up on a farm in Clare and have been 
a part of the agricultural industry 
my entire life. My husband, Brian 
and I have two daughters, Betsy & 
Brooke.

I graduated from Hiawatha High 
School, Kirkland, in 1988 and am 
proud to be a former recipient of 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
High School Senior Scholarship. 
This two-year scholarship helped 
pay for books and tuition while 
I attended school at Kishwaukee 
Community College. I graduated 
with an Associate of Science degree 
with an accounting emphasis and 
transferred to NIU where I graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Accounting. 

As a CPA, I worked at a public 
accounting firm for a few years 
before returning to our family’s 
business, Pearcy Grain Services. 
Since 2002, I have been a part of 
the Maplehurst Farms family where 
my accounting degree and CPA 
have served me well at the Rochelle 
office. 

Thank you to DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau for your assistance in 
helping me to build a solid base to 
my career in agriculture!

Bronwyn Burgweger
I grew up on a grain farm in 

Kirkland. After graduating from 
Hiawatha High School, I attended 
Joliet Junior College receiving my 
Associates in Science and Art. From 
there I transferred to Illinois State 
University and later transferred to 
Colorado State University where I 
received my Bachelor‘s in Agriculture 
Business.

I received the Senior Scholarship 
from the Farm Bureau upon my 
graduation from high school in 2010. 
I am thankful and honored to have 
been awarded this scholarship. By 
being awarded the Senior Scholarship, 
it assisted in pursuing my degree in 
an industry I am passionate about, 
agriculture.

After graduating from Colorado 
State University in 2014, I began 
my career at Maplehurst in the grain 
department. Currently, I am working 
as the Maplehurst Credit Analyst at 
the new Rochelle Corporate Office. 
When I am not at work, I enjoy 
spending time with my family and 
being a part of the community.

I strongly encourage high school 
seniors and current college students 
to apply for the many scholarships 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau has 
to offer. It is important to support the 
future of agriculture, and this is one 
way the Farm Bureau is doing it. ■

Kristen	Hoffman,	Barbara	Koehnke	and	Bronwyn	Burgweger	have	all	been	awarded	DeKalb	
County	Farm	Bureau	Scholarships	in	the	past.	They	are	employed	at	Maplehurst	Farms	-	
Kristen,	Grain	Marketing	Specialist;	Barbara,	Controller;	and	Bronwyn,	Credit	Analyst.
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Family Farm Heritage
Honoring Centennial Farms in DeKalb County

Klein Farm 
City: Hinckley
Township:	Pierce
Original Date of Purchase:	1875,	1880,	1885
Current Owners:	Ronald	Klein	Trust	&	Irene	Klein	Family
Acres:	440
Farm History:

A	sketch	of	the	Klein	Farm	appears	in	the	DeKalb	County	
Plat	Book,	circa	1871.

This	is	an	aerial	view	of	the	Klein	Farmstead	in	1970.

Ron	Klein’s	Great-Grandfather	Theodore	purchased	
his	first	240-acre	farm	in	Pierce	Township,	north	of	
Hinckley,	in	1875.	Ron	and	his	brother’s	family	now	
own	this	and	two	other	parcels	of	land	which	are	
certified	Centennial	Farms.

   An immigrant from Germany, Theodore Klein came to America 
in 1853. He purchased his first farm (originally 3 farms) in 1875 
for $35 per acre from R.P. McDole. This farm consisted of 240 
acres in Section 35 of Pierce Township. There is a creek running 
through the farm which was desirable to him because he bought, 
sold and raised livestock.  
   In 1880, Theodore purchased an adjoining 80-acres from 
George Kuter. In 1885, he purchased an adjacent 120-acre parcel 
also for $35 an acre. He borrowed money from Jacob Haish 
who had a bank in DeKalb and who was one of the inventors of 
barbed wire.  
   Theodore died in 1895 and was survived by his wife and six 
children. The six children retained the farms in the Klein Estate 
until 1978 when the last surviving child died at the age of 102. 
   Theodore’s son, Frank and his wife Hazel, moved on the 
240-acre farm in 1939 and rented the farms in shares with family 
members. To settle the family’s estate, Frank purchased 200 acres 
for $2,000 an acre and 240 acres for $2,850 per acre in 1978. 
Then Frank’s family divided up the farmland with purchases – 
Frank with 240 acres, son, Roger, with 80 acres, and son, Ronald, 
with 120 acres. 
   A few years later when Frank died, Roger and Ronald bought 
out their sister’s share of the inherited farmland. Roger then 
owned 228 acres and Ronald owned 208 acres. In 1991, Ronald 
purchased an additional 65 acres which brings the total family 
farmland to about 500 acres.

The Illinois Department of Agriculture’s Centennial Farm Program 
honors generations of farmers who have worked to maintain family 
farms for 100+ years. The DeKalb County Farm Bureau recognizes 
these local farms and families – the first in a series of features.To have 
your farm featured, contact the Farm Bureau. ■
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GOT A CENTENNIAL FARM?
The Illinois Department of 

Agriculture honors farms which 
have remained in the same family 
for generations. Each Centennial 
farm designee is a link to America’s 
heritage and a reminder that the 
family farm remains a viable entity in 
today’s agriculture.

The Department of Agriculture 
administers the Centennial and 
Sesquicentennial Farms programs. 
Since the program’s inception in 
1972, the department has certified 
more than 10,200 farms.

Centennial Farms – To qualify for 
Centennial Farm status, an agricultural 
property must have been owned by 
the same family of lineal or collateral 
descendants for at least 100 years. 

Sesquicentennial Farms – To 
qualify for Sesquicentennial Farm 
status, an agricultural property must 
have been owned by the same family 
of lineal or collateral descendants for 
at least 150 years.   

A lineal descendant is a person in 
the direct line of descent, such as 
a child or grandchild. A collateral 
descendant is not a direct descendant 

but is otherwise closely related such as 
a brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, 
niece or cousin.

Applicants meeting all requirements 
(application & verification forms) 
will receive an official outdoor farm 
sign and a certificate. There is a $50 
processing fee.

To certify your farm contact 
the Department of Agriculture 
for an application: www2.
illinois.gov/sites/agr/Assistance/
IllinoisFarmPrograms/
CentennialSesquicentennial/ or phone 
217-785-5710. ■

The	Burgin	Farm	in	rural	Somonauk	is	both	a	Centennial	and	Sesquicentennial	farm.
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FAMILY HEALTH

Tray Bake Veggies & Meat Loaf
Tray baking has become a popular technique for home cooks. It 

saves dishes and frees the cook up from tending to the stove top. As 
a cook I like this technique as it intensifies flavor by concentrating 
natural sugars as it roasts or finishing with a broil.

Some tips for successful tray baking are as follows:
• Select a sheet pan with a 1-inch rim around the sides. A heavy 

pan is preferred as it transfers the heat efficiently. Avoid 
non-stick or air bake; they will not caramelize as well.

• The shallow sides allow dry heat to fully surround the 
ingredients, drawing the natural sugars to the surface. This 
creates a tender, juicy interior with a caramelized exterior.

• Spread ingredients in a single layer, if crowded they will steam 
and not brown.

• Use parchment paper to insure the release of the ingredients from 
the pan.

• For high moisture 
ingredients like 
tomatoes, zucchini, 
summer squash or 
cranberries; let them 
rest on the pan a few 
minutes to “thicken.” 
They can then be 
removed more intact.

• When combing hearty 
ingredients, like 
potatoes with delicate 
ingredients like fish, 
start out with the hearty 
ingredient; when half 
way done, add the 
delicate ingredient and 
finish the bake time.

Mini	Meat	Loaves,	Potatoes	and	Broccoli 
Serves	4 

12	ounce	fingerling	or	new	potatoes,	halved	or	quartered

1	tablespoon	olive	oil

Sea	salt	and	black	pepper

1/3	cup	barbeque	sauce

¼	cup	oatmeal	flakes	or	fine	dry	bread	crumbs

¼	cup	finely	chopped	onion

1	teaspoon	garlic	powder

1	pound	ground	beef	or	bison

1	medium	head	broccoli,	cut	into	long	pieces	with	stem	intact

1	teaspoon	olive	oil

¼	cup	barbeque	sauce

Join	us	virtually	in	the	kitchen	for	a	class.	 
Share	with	your	friends.

To	register	go	to	 
www.Kish-calendar.nm.org

Rachel	Koroscik	and	Jo	Cessna	teach	classes	on	
healthy	eating,	healthy	cooking,	and	healthy	lifestyles	
at	the	Leishman	Center	at	Kishwaukee	Hospital.	

1.	 Preheat	oven	to	400	degrees.	Line	a	15	x	10	pan	

with	parchment	paper.

2.	 Place	prepared	potatoes	on	pan,	drizzle	with	oil	and	

sprinkle	with	salt	and	pepper.	Roast	20	minutes.

3.	 Meanwhile,	mix	next	four	ingredients.	Add	ground	

beef	and	gently	mix;	do	not	overwork	mixture	as	it	

will	toughen	the	meal	loaves.	Shape	into	6	small	

loaves.

4.	 Toss	prepared	broccoli	with	1	teaspoon	olive	oil;	

lightly	sprinkle	with	salt	and	pepper.	Nestle	loaves	

and	broccoli	in	pan	with	potatoes.	Be	sure	they	are	

all	in	a	single	layer.

5.	 Bake	25	to	35	minutes	or	until	loaves	are	done	

(160-degree	internal	temperature).	Potatoes	and	

broccoli	will	be	tender	and	slightly	caramelized.

6.	 Spoon	¼	cup	barbeque	sauce	over	meat	loaves,	

cover	and	let	stand	about	10	minutes.	■
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For the love of cooking
Farm	women	are	some	of	the	best	cooks!

The	three	farm	women	featured	in	this	issue	share	some	of	their	favorite	recipes	
which	they	love	to	make.	They	hope	you	enjoy	them	as	much	as	their	husbands	do.

2	½	Cup	Warm	Water
2	Packages	Dry	Yeast
6	Tablespoons	Bacon	Drippings
½	Cup	Sugar
2	Teaspoons	Salt
6-7	Cups	Flour

In	a	large	bowl,	dissolve	yeast	in	warm	water.	Add	bacon	drippings,	sugar,	salt,	
and	half	the	flour.	Beat	thoroughly	for	2	minutes.	Stir,	then	kneed	in	remaining	flour.	
Dough	should	be	smooth,	elastic	and	not	stick	to	the	board.	Let	rise	until	double	
in	bulk,	about	half	hour.	Shape	into	rolls	or	loaves	of	bread.	Let	rise	again,	until	
double,	about	30	to	45	minutes.	Bake	at	365	degrees	oven	for	22	to	25	minutes.	
The	bacon	drippings	are	key	to	this	delicious	recipe.	It	is	worth	the	effort.	

Rhubarb Custard Pie by Carol Larson
Beat	3	Eggs	slightly	
Add	3	Tablespoons	Milk
Mix	and	stir	in:		
2	Cups	Sugar
¼	Cup	Flour
¾	Teaspoon	Nutmeg
Mix	in	4	Cups	cut-up	Rhubarb.

Pour	into	unbaked	pie	crust.	Dot	with	1	tablespoon	butter.	Cover	with	a	lattice	
top.	Bake	at	375	degrees	for	50-60	minutes	until	nicely	browned.	Serve	slightly	
warm. 

1	Package	German	Chocolate	Cake	Mix
1	Jar	Carmel	Topping
1	Small	Container	Cool	Whip
Crushed	Heath	Candy	Bars

Bake	cake	as	directed.	Cool	cake.	Poke	holes	in	the	cake	with	a	fork.	Pour	
carmel	topping	over	the	cake.	Frost	with	Cool	Whip.	Sprinkle	with	crushed	
Heath	bars.	Needs	to	be	refrigerated.	■

Basic Bread & Rolls by Mary Lu Strack

Chocolate Carmel Dessert by Char lene Latimer
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Ray & Carol Larson: “Love one Another”
When Ray and Carol Larson take 

a walk down memory lane it elicits 
smiles. They reflect and respond, “It 
goes back to the basics: Love one 
another.”  

The Larsons, who were high 
school sweethearts, have been 
married for 69 years.

“It has been the people and 
relationships we have made along 
the way that has been an important 
part of our lives,” said Carol. 

Carol attended one-room country 
schools in Kane and DeKalb 
counties, with grades1st-4th at the 
Brush School and 2nd-8th grades at 
Charter Grove School. 

Her farm family, the Wirsings, 
moved between farms in the two 
counties until her father purchased 
the Rus Rasmussen farm in rural 
Sycamore. Rus was working for the 
DeKalb Agricultural Association 
then and was experimenting with 
hybrid seed corn. Carol detasseled 
some of the seed corn on the farm 

where they lived during 
her high school years. 

The young farm girl 
went to Sycamore High 
School where she met 
Ray, who was a cousin to 
Carol’s best friend. 

Ray was a farm boy 
who grew up on a 
Sycamore dairy and 
grain farm located on 
Airport Road. He attended 
Lovells Crossing School 
on Lovells Road, grades 
1st-8th, then Sycamore 
High School (SHS).

Ray and Carol began dating their 
junior year at SHS. While they 
were going steady they went to 
dances at Charter Grove Grange 
Hall on Saturday nights. During 
their senior year they also attended 
dances at school, like the GAA 
Dance in 1952 where they were 
crowned king and queen. Square 
dancing and ballroom dancing were 

popular then. 
Ray also liked sports – he was on 

the high school football team and 
manager of the basketball team. He 
played baseball too. 

At their senior banquet, classmates 
had fun assigning titles to one 
another – the couple was presented a 
certificate naming them the “2 Best 
Farmers” with the inscription stating 
they were “a plow and a tractor.” ►

Their love story began 70 years ago. Three farm couples found 
their true love during their younger years. And the common 
thread among these couples is the Egyptian Theatre, the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau, and a glove box!

Ray	&	Carol	Larson



February 2022    CONNECTIONS						19				

“We’ve been a good plow and 
tractor all these years,” said Carol. 
“Some days I’m the plow and he’s 
the tractor and other days I’m the 
tractor and he’s the plow. We make a 
good farm team.”

The couple’s farm roots naturally 
meant they were involved in 4-H 
and Rural Youth, organizations 
affiliated with Farm Bureau for 
young farm people back in the day. 
They enjoyed socializing with others 
having similar interests.

Some of their date nights were 
going to the Egyptian Theatre 
in DeKalb for a movie. (In later 
years they would return to the 
Egyptian for Farm Bureau Annual 
Meetings, cooking schools and for 
live performances. And, to see their 
granddaughter Jeanine who heads up 
marketing for the Egyptian.)

On Dec. 31, 1952, they had 
planned to go to the midnight movie 
at the Egyptian. Ray had parked 
his 1950 Ford on North 2nd Street 
outside the theatre. He told Carol to 
look in the glove box. She did and 

found an engagement ring!

“We had talked about getting 
married so I went ahead and 
purchased a ring at Meinert’s jewelry 
store in Sycamore,” explained Ray. 
“I later learned that the girls at 
NB&T saw me coming out of the 
jewelry store and told Carol she was 
getting a ring.” Carol was working at 
the bank then.

“We had decided April would be a 
good time to get married,” continued 
Ray. “The oats would be planted in 
the spring and we would get married 
and go on our honeymoon before we 
planted corn in May.” 

They were married April 25, 1953 
at the Burlington Methodist Church, 
Carol’s home church. The wedding 
reception was held at Charter Grove 
Grange Hall. About 150 family 
and friends were served ham and 
chicken salad and 
accompaniments, 
plus cake for a cost 
of $100. 

Ray and Carol 
lived on farms in the 
Genoa and Sycamore 
area before locating 
to their Maple Park 
farm in 1965. It’s 
there where Ray 
developed a sizeable 
cattle feedlot and at 
the same time was 
highly involved in 

The	Larsons	were	high	school	
sweethearts.	(Above)	They	were	crowned	
king	and	queen	at	the	GAA	Dance	in	1952.	
(Right)	Carol	and	Ray	chat	on	the	steps	at	
Sycamore	High	School.	

beef leadership at the 
county, state and national 
levels. Ray also served 
on the Farm Bureau 
Board.

When Ray was gone to 
meetings Carol kept the 
farm going. She drove 
the combine, and handled 
the accounting in their 
farm office. “In the ‘60s, 
Carol was one of the first 
women to be actively 
involved in farming, on 
a day-to-day basis,” said 
Ray. 

“We have been 
supportive of each 

other,” added Carol. “Our core 
values from the very beginning have 
been faith, family and farming.” 

Their three adult children joined 
them in the farming operation after 
college and that’s when they started 
a farm partnership with them and 
eventually their grandson, who 
now lives on the Larson Farm. 
Their family has grown to include 
seven grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren.

Ray and Carol moved to 
Sycamore a few years ago. They 
are active members of their church, 
having served in various capacities 
at Sycamore Methodist.  

Ray and Carol, now 87, say the 
key to their marriage is their faith as 
stated in 1st Corinthians: “And the 
Greatest of these is Love.” ►

For	the	Larsons,	the	Egyptian	Theatre	holds	a	special	place	in	
their	hearts	–	they	were	engaged	there.	And,	currently	their	
granddaughter	Jeanine	is	marketing	director	at	the	Egyptian.		
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 Farm Couples, continued

Jeff & Mary Lu STrack: “Life is an adventure”
In February 1952, Mary Lu Walter 

accompanied her brother, Joey, to 
the county’s 4-H Federation meeting 
being held at the Farm Bureau 
Building. There she set her eyes on 
a newcomer, Jeff Strack, who was 
attending his first Federation meeting. 

“I noticed him right away. He was 
good-looking, had blue eyes, blonde 
hair and was tall!” said Mary Lu.

“I saw her, too, and was hoping to 
meet her,” said Jeff.

The activity for the Federation 
meeting was line dancing which 
required the young participants to 
change partners. Sure enough they 
became line dance partners. At the 
end of the evening Jeff asked if he 
could take Mary Lu home. Mary Lu’s 
brother gave his approval. 

A month later they saw each other 
again at the Federation meeting and 
Jeff took Mary Lu home. Then Jeff 
waited a few more weeks (he didn’t 
want to appear too eager) to ask her 
out on a date. Their first date was at 
the Egyptian Theatre in DeKalb, to 
see a movie. They remember sitting in 
the balcony, but they don’t recollect 
the movie. Reminiscing, they noted it 
was a “wonderful” night. To top it off 
Mary Lu gave Jeff a goodnight kiss… 
he was smitten!

They continued to 
go to the Egyptian 
which then entailed 
seeing the “The News 
of the Day Newsreel,” 
some cartoons, and 
finally the feature 
film in black and 
white. Other special 
dates involved roller 
skating at Lindeman’s 
Roller Rink in 
DeKalb.

As teenagers, 
dating for them 
came with some 
restrictions, mostly 
from Mary Lu’s parents. Her father, 
Joe, told Mary Lu that her feet were 
to hit the ground as soon as the car 
wheels stopped turning. The Walter 
farmstead was well-lit and Mary 
Lu’s father would flicker the lights 
to warn Jeff to be on his way. One 
night her dad was flickering the lights 
but couldn’t see them inside the car 
because Jeff and Mary Lu were on the 
porch. Her dad jerked open the door 
and Jeff fell down on top of her dad, 
resulting in both of them lying on the 
kitchen floor. As soon as they picked 
themselves up from the floor, Joe said, 
“Nice night, isn’t it son.” And never 

bothered them again!
Jeff grew up on farms near 

Sycamore raising grain and livestock 
with his father, Lester. He went to 
the Persons Country School, 1st-8th 
grades, and graduated from Sycamore 
High School.

Mary Lu was raised on the Walter 
family farm south of DeKalb. She 
went to a one-room country school 
for first grade, then St. Mary’s 
Catholic School, 2nd-8th grades. She 
graduated from DeKalb High School.

In 4-H, Mary Lu enjoyed sewing 
and flower arranging projects. She 
was a member of the Afton Jolly 
Friendship Girls Club and most 
notably was the first person to earn 
the “I Dare You” award in DeKalb 
County and Illinois based on her 
leadership in 4-H.

Jeff was president of the Parke 
Victory 4-H Club and the county 
4-H Federation. He showed club 
calves, was a member of the county’s 
livestock judging team which won 
state, and played softball. 

The 4-H sweethearts dated for 
nearly a year before they were 
engaged. “I was driving my 
1951 Ford to Rockford to eat at a 
smorgasbord and I told her to look 
in the glove box for a stick of gum,” 
explained Jeff. ►

The	Stracks	were	the	only	couple	to	have	a	wedding	reception	in	the	Farm	Bureau	
Building.	Mary	Lu	and	her	mother	made	most	of	the	food	for	the	300	family	and	friends	
in	attendance	on	Sept.	18,	1954.	Shown	are	(from	left)	Joe	and	Lucile	Walter,	Mary	Lu	
and	Jeff,	and	Hazel	and	Lester	Strack.

Mary	Lu	&	Jeff	Strack
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“I sarcastically said Juicy Fruit or 
Spearmint? I grabbed the Spearmint 
and there was a ring sticking out of 
the gum!” said a love struck Mary 
Lu. 

They were married September 
18, 1954 at St. Mary’s Church in 
DeKalb. After the wedding, they 
drove downtown by the Still’s 
Drugstore to be interviewed for 
“Man on the Street” by Bob Brown 
with WLBK, an uncle of Mary 
Lu’s. Then they headed to the Farm 
Bureau Building for their wedding 
reception.

The Stracks were the only couple 
to have a wedding reception in the 
Farm Bureau Building on Sixth 
Street. In 1954 the building was just 
three years old. Mary Lu had worked 
in the building at the government 
farm agency office and also at 
Country Companies Insurance. Upon 
Mary Lu’s request, Henry Carlson, 
Farm Bureau’s executive director, 
allowed the reception.

Mary Lu and her mother, Lucile, 
raised and cooked the chicken for 
their wedding reception along with 
most of the other dishes for the 300 
family and friends in attendance. 
Their reception cost $120. 

They honeymooned in Belle 

Fourche, North Dakota, 
familiar territory for Jeff 
who bought sheep there 
with his father. They 
returned to make their 
home in rural Sycamore, 
in the same house Jeff’s 
parents were married in. 
They spent 40 years on the 
Barber-Greene Road farm 
raising their eight children. 

While Jeff was farming, 
Mary Lu was a homemaker 
and mother. She also 
waitressed at NIU and 
other local banquet halls 
and was a crew chief for 
the USDA Farm Census. 
Jeff retired from farming 
and eventually they moved 
to town in 1999. Their 
DeKalb home warmly 
welcomes their expanded 
family of 40. 

In the community, Jeff 
served on the Farm Bureau 
Board for 10 years. Mary 
Lu was active in Extension 
with Home Bureau and 
now HEA.  

As a Farm Bureau 
Director, Jeff remembers 
the Farm Bureau Annual 
Meetings at the Egyptian 
Theatre in the ‘60s and 
‘70s which also included 
lunch at local churches 
and other locations. “We 
always picked the church 
with the best cooks. We 
went to St. Mary’s church 
to eat.” Mary Lu recalls 
serving food for St. 
Mary’s at the Farm Bureau 
Building, another location 
for annual meeting lunches 
back then. 

The two summarize 
their lives: “Life is an 
adventure.” They continue 
to make each other smile 
and giggle about their 

Mary	Lu	and	Jeff	take	a	recent	walk	down	
memory	lane	at	the	Egyptian	Theatre.

Jeff	enjoys	writing	
–	both	poems	
and	farm	articles.	
He	wrote	a	poem	
entitled,	“Brown	
Eyes”	to	capture	
the	moment	he	met	
Mary	Lu.	See	poem	
below.

Our neighbors were Nordics, that mostly was true,
With blonde hair and freckles, an accent or two.
Most all were fair skinned with an angular jaw,
And no excess weight among those that I saw.
But I can’t remember in all that large clan,
Eyes darker than hazel. For woman or man.
Which all leads me up to the luck of my life,
A random encounter that brought me a wife.
I’d been in 4-H then about seven years,
And now Federation. Right time it appears.
I watched as the delegates came through the door,
I recognized some, but I didn’t know more.
Twas at the Farm Bureau. I stood by the stage,
And all of a sudden, life turned a new page.
For when she strolled in, Wow! She really looked great,
I wanted to meet her and ask for a date.
She led us in singing some camp songs that night,
And though I can’t sing, it was still a delight.
And after the meeting, we had recreation,
A mixer they called it. More like a sensation.
Some line dancing, partner change, having some fun,
And it was her hand I held when it was done.
While I had admired both green eyes and blue,
With those big brown eyes, I just melted. It’s true.
Exotic is really not too strong a word,
And I’m still amazed at how this all occurred.
So was it blind chance? I guess nobody knows,
“The rest is now history,” the old saying goes.

lifelong journey. 
“Being together makes me happy,” 

said Jeff, now 88. “Everything is 
more fun when I do it with him,” 
added Mary Lu, 86. ►

By Jeff Strack

Brown Eyes



 Farm Couples, continued

Gerald “Buster” Latimer says 
the key to a long-lasting marriage 
is “friendship.” He and his wife, 
Charlene, have been “forever friends 
and farm partners.”

“As a farm couple we did so many 
things together,” said Buster. “When 
we were farming, Charlene would 
pack a lunch and meet us in the field, 
so we would stop long enough to eat 
and spend time together as a family. 
When I got home late she would have 
a hot meal waiting for me.”

“We always got along,” said 
Charlene, in the 67 years they have 
been married.  “Life wasn’t always 
easy though. Buster worked extremely 
hard as a farmer.”

Buster spent his childhood in south 
central Saskatchewan, Canada. His 
uncle had purchased some farmland so 
his family moved there in 1925 to help 
farm. Eventually his father also bought 
some land, which required clearing of 
brush with a team of horses. 

Their large family lived in a small 
house and made due, without the 
modern conveniences as we know 
today. Buster went to a one-room 
country school in Tisdale and finished 
correspondence classes through the 

Buster & Charlene Latimer: “key to love is friendship”
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10th grade.
At the age of 17 

he returned to the 
states to work on 
another uncle’s 
ranch in Rochelle. 
He enjoyed the 
ranch-style life 
taking care of a 
cow-calf herd and 
horses. That’s 
where he became 
a “real cowboy” 
watching his 
uncle lasso and 
rope calves. The 
cowboy still loves a good western 
movie and for years went to the 
national rodeo finals. He also has 
quite the collection of cowboy hats.

His family moved back to DeKalb 
in 1939 to the Latimer Farm on Rich 
Road, where his father was born and 
where Buster and Charlene live today. 
On their farm they raised sheep, cattle 
and hogs. 

About one-half mile to the 
west lived Charlene’s family, the 
O’Donnells. Charlene went to a 
one-room country school on Schafer 
and Rich roads, grades 1st-8th, then 

continued her 
education at 
Malta High 
School and 
graduated from 
DeKalb High 
School.

Buster was 
friends with 
the O’Donnell 
boys, Charlene’s 
brothers, so 
they knew one 
another in their 
teenage years. 
Buster recalls 
having a 4-H 
meeting at his 

house in which Charlene attended. 
“I met her for the first time at 
the 4-H meeting,” said Buster. “I 
thought she was a nice-looking 
girl!” 

Their first date was when 
Charlene asked Buster to go with 
her to a friend’s wedding. Some of 
their other dates were to sporting 
events like hockey games, baseball 
games, and the Egyptian Theatre to 
see western movies.

Being a farm girl, Charlene helped 
her father, Thomas, milk cows 
on their dairy farm. “I remember 
getting up and milking at 4 a.m. 
and then again in the early evening. 
My brothers were in the service so 
dad needed my help.” They milked 
cows for Babson Farms. Eventually 
they moved to another Babson Farm 
on Keslinger Road and continued 
dairying.

After their 4-H years, Buster and 
Charlene were in Rural Youth, in the 
1940s and 1950s.  Rural Youth was 
a social program for young farm 
people, affiliated with Farm Bureau. 
During their Rural Youth days they 
did a lot of square dancing at Haish 
Gym. Buster remembers when a 
group of them were invited to the 
WLS Barn Dance in Chicago. ►

Charlene	and	Buster	Latimer	met	at	a	4-H	meeting	held	at	the	
Latimer	Farm.	Their	dates	in	the	1950’s	included	square	 
dancing,	going	to	movies	at	the	Egyptian	Theatre	and	baseball	
games.	

Charlene	&	Buster	Latimer
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Buster got to know more about 
Farm Bureau when he was working 
for Frank Schweitzer, who served 
as the organization’s secretary-
treasurer. During the mid-1940’s 
Buster went to the Farm Bureau 
Annual Meetings held at the 
Egyptian Theatre. Later Buster 
would serve on the Farm Bureau 
Board.

The Farm Bureau Sports Festivals 
were a highlight for Buster, being 
an avid baseball player. He loved 
it when their team was in the state 
championship tournaments held in 
Champaign and Bloomington. He 
farmed during the day and played 
baseball at night in the Farm Bureau 
leagues, for the DeKalb Blue Socks, 
and Sycamore Suns. In the 1940s he 
played on the Blue Socks team and 
won the batting championship at the 
Elgin tournament. 

In her younger years Charlene 
played softball in local leagues. 
Years later their three sons played 
softball and now their great-
grandson is quite the baseball player.

Buster and Charlene were engaged 
over Christmas in 1952. Buster was 

driving his ’51 Pontiac 
when he suggested 
that Charlene “look in 
the glove box,” which 
was where he had her 
engagement ring. 

They were married 
April 11, 1953 at St. 
Mary’s Church in 
DeKalb. The wedding 
reception was also 
held there. After the 
reception, Charlene’s 
dad took them for a 
buggy ride guided by 
their team of ponies 
through downtown 
DeKalb. They honeymooned in the 
Ozarks.

Buster and Charlene moved to the 
Latimer Farm on Rich Road in 1958 
after Buster’s parents had moved to 
a farm they purchased in Clare. The 
young couple raised their family on 
the Latimer Farm. 

Buster, now 99 years old, and 
Charlene, 93, are most proud of their 
family that has grown to include 
eight grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren.

Buster	Latimer	was	an	avid	baseball	player	in	his	younger	
years.	He	holds	a	framed	picture	of	his	baseball	team,	the	
DeKalb	Blue	Socks;	he	won	the	batting	championship	at	the	
Elgin	tournament.	Buster	also	played	on	Farm	Bureau	teams.

As Buster nears the century-mark, 
he reflects on some changes in 
agriculture. He remembers using a 
team of horses to pull a one-bottom 
plow in 1936, when he was 14 years 
old. Compare that to his later years 
of farming with a 4180 White tractor 
pulling an 8-bottom plow in 1985. 
“There have been a lot of changes 
during my lifetime, but life has 
been good and I have been fortunate 
to be healthy, alongside my wife, 
Charlene.” ■

Carol	&	Ray	Larson,	Charlene	&	Buster	Latimer,	and	Mary	Lu	&	Jeff	Strack	
reminisce	about	their	dates	at	the	Egyptian	Theatre	and	reflect	on	life’s	blessings.



DeKalb County Farm Bureau Annual Meetings
Celebrating	110	Years

In the early years of Farm Bureau, 
Annual Meetings were held at various 
locations. In 1930 and 1931, the 
Annual Meeting took place at the new 
Fargo Theatre on Lincoln Highway, 
DeKalb.

On Jan. 7, 1932, the Annual 
Meeting was moved to the new 
Egyptian Theatre on North Second 
Street, DeKalb. It continued there for 
42 years, until 1974. The program 
consisted of joint meetings of the 
Kishwaukee Service Co. (FS) and 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau and 
then years later joint meetings of 
Country Companies and Farm Bureau. 
The meeting included reports by 
Farm Bureau and affiliated groups. 
Entertainment featured guest speakers, 
music, and other performers. The 
meeting ran from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m.

Thousands attended! The Egyptian’s 
capacity was 1,400 and most years it 
was filled to capacity.

In the early 1930’s lunch was 
provided at the Masonic Hall. Then 
in the mid-1930’s members selected 
from about 12 different churches and 
other halls to go for lunch. The lunch 
break was between the morning and 

24						CONNECTIONS    February 2022

Clippings	from	the	March	1948	issue	of	the	DeKalb 
County Farmer newsletter:	(Above)	The	Egyptian	
Theatre	was	filled	at	the	1948	Annual	Meeting.	
(Right)	Attendees	lined	up	outside	to	attend	the	
Annual	Meeting	afternoon	session.

afternoon sessions at the Egyptian 
Theatre. Lunches were the same at 
each location: roast beef, potatoes, 
green beans, jello and pie.

On Feb. 22, 1975, a new location 
was selected for the Annual Meeting 
– the Holmes Student Center in the 
heart of the NIU campus. It took on 
different formats through 2001. But 
most remember it as the Dinner-
Dance with dinner, the annual 
meeting, program, entertainment and 
dancing to two bands. 

From February 2002 to the present, 

the Annual Meeting has been held at 
the Farm Bureau Building on Peace 
Road in Sycamore. The meeting 
is open to members, but is mostly 
attended by the Board of Directors. ►

For	the	1953	Annual	Meeting,	members	received	this	invitation.

“At	the	age	of	18,	I	was	recognized	at	the	

Farm	Bureau	Annual	Meeting	in	1957	as	

a	national	4-H	winner	in	Recreation	by	

President	Howard	Mullins.	I	continued	

to	attend	the	meetings	for	several	years.	

It	was	a	community	effort	of	the	city,	

Egyptian	Theatre	and	churches	working	

together.	Later	I	was	on	the	Dinner-Dance	

Committee	and	helped	find	bands	for	the	

annual	meeting.”		 Bob	Diedrich,	DeKalb
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“The	first	Farm	Bureau	Annual	Meeting	I	
remember	was	in	1974.	I	went	with	my	
parents	and	grandparents.	We	went	to	a	
church	on	the	south	side	of	DeKalb	and	
then	the	Egyptian	Theatre	where	we	saw	
The	Harmonicats	perform	and	heard	
Paul	Harvey.		We	sat	in	the	balcony.	It	
was	a	big	deal	for	me	as	a	7th	grader.”	              

“As	Women’s	Committee	Chairman	I	
had	the	privilege	of	leading	the	Pledge	of	
Allegiance	and	also	provided	a	prayer	at	
the	Farm	Bureau	Annual	Meetings	in	the	
1970s.	In	1973,	I	was	recognized	as	a	
farm	women	featured	in	Times	magazine.	
We	always	enjoyed	going	to	the	Farm	
Bureau	Annual	Meetings	to	get	together	
with	others.” 

Mark	Tuttle,	Somonauk

Marcia	Hueber,	Malta

Bob	Diedrich,	DeKalb

Marcia	Hueber	presented	awards	to	Food	
Poster	Winners	Lori	Ehrhardt,	and	Denver	
Davis	at	the	1971	Annual	Meeting.

DeKalb County Farmer	newsletter,	March	1949

Daily Chronicle,	February	1951

Daily Chronicle 
February	1966

Notre	Dame	High	School	band	performs	
on	stage	at	the	1970	Annual	Meeting	at	the	
Egyptian	Theatre.	
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reflections
Looking back at local history

Community Pride in Egyptian Theatre
“Throughout the whole theatre an effort has been made for strength and 
dignity, as the Egyptian style in itself is a monumental one.”

Although this quote was published in the DeKalb Daily Chronicle just one 
day before the Egyptian Theatre  first opened its doors in 1929, architect Elmer 
F. Behrns’ description of his $300,000 venue could just as easily find its place in 
a current analysis of the theatre’s resurrection. 

With construction beginning in 1928, the Egyptian Theatre’s design is derived 
from the 1922 discovery of King Tutankhamun’s tomb and the Egyptian-
esque trend which followed. It offered the community the cultural and social 
boost needed by putting on silent films and “talkies,” as well as vaudeville 
performances on weekends.

In addition to having been constructed almost solely by DeKalb-based 
companies, community support for the building at the time can be seen in the 
multitude of congratulatory promotions by local businesses in the DeKalb Daily 
Chronicle. 

This notion of social pride, stemming from the possession of something 
unique, is ultimately what allowed the Egyptian Theatre to survive as the 
decades raced onward. In the ‘40s and ‘50s, movies, news reels, and the 
infrequent live event became the most common theatre offerings. 

Furthermore, from 1932 to 1974, the Egyptian was home to the annual 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau meeting with the theatre at it’s capacity of 
1400. Here, a performance was presented, with the business assembly either 
preceding or following. 

By the late ‘70s, however, despite 
performances by bands like Heart and 
Kansas, the Egyptian Theatre had become 
a shadow of its former glory. 

On the verge of being condemned and 

demolished due to its rapidly crumbling 
interior, a group of local citizens formed 
Preservation of Egyptian Theatre, Inc. 
(PET), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit which 
still owns and operates the theatre. 
Through community support, the 
group was able to obtain a lease for 
the building less than a week before its 
scheduled demolition. Soon thereafter, 
the Egyptian was placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, thereby 
giving  them the ability to apply for state 
grants.

After receiving $2.3 million in aid 
from the state, the Egyptian Theatre was 
remodeled in the ‘80s and reopened in 
1983 under the community guidance of 
PET. 

The Egyptian was remodeled again in 
2019, updating bathrooms, expanding 
the concession stand, providing 
additional space for storage and events, 
and adding air conditioning for the first 
time at a total cost of $6.5 million. 

Despite the fluidity in its current 
show types, such as classic rock cover 
bands, magic shows, and body-building 
competitions, the original spirit of the 
Egyptian will likely never fade. This is 
not just thanks to its unique design, but 
also the collaborative efforts of those 
who have been raised alongside the 
Egyptian and who seek to uphold its 
purpose of mutual entertainment and 
community pride. ■  

A	group	of	local	citizens	formed	Preservation	
of	Egyptian	Theatre,	Inc.	to	save	the	theatre	
from	demolition	in	the	1970s.

(Above	right)	The	theatre’s	original	fire	curtain	was	hand-painted	in	1929.	It	is	
shown	here	in	1978	and	still	used	today.	(Above)	The	Egyptian	was	popular	in	the	
1930’s	for	“talkies”,	movies	with	sound.	The	theatre	is	shown	here	in	1934.	

Information	provided	by	the	
DeKalb	County	History	Center.	
For	more	information	visit	 
www.DeKalbCountyHistory.org.
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SEEN IT

A Mighty Statue in Malta
Mighty Mouse strolled into Malta on his 15-foot-tall elephant 

to visit Old School Pizza. 
Located in the town’s abandoned school’s gymnasium, the 

pizza joint has many pop culture relics on display. Owners Josh 
and Molly Holbrook originally spotted Mighty Mouse on top of 
a car wash in Round Lake, Illinois and knew they needed it at 
their restaurant. Josh stated that he loves to collect, “crazy, cool 
stuff!”

A crane was used to move the more than 1,000 lb. statue from 
the car wash to Old School Pizza. The figure can be found on 
the Roadside America website, causing visitors to come from 
all over the state. 

The winner of last month’s SEEN IT Somewhere contest 
is Barb Male of Malta who correctly identified the statue of 
Mighty Mouse on an elephant. ■

Members, tell us what this is and where 
you saw it. Send	your	response	to:	

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org or 
call	us	at	815-756-6361	and	share	your	

name	and	address.	Correct	answers	will	be	
entered	into	a	drawing	for	a	$20	gift	card.	In	
the	next	issue	we	will	reveal	the	answer	and	

information	about	this	local	photo.
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PROGRAMSPROGRAMS
“Betty Crocker and Her Cookbook That Changed How America Cooks”

Long before Martha Stewart, there 
was Betty Crocker. 

In 1950, her brand-new picture 
cookbook hit shelves, with sales that 
rivaled that of another big book, The 
Bible. To date the cookbook has sold 
more than 75 million copies.

Created in 1921 by a flour 

company, Better Crocker became the 
most famous and most trusted advisor 
to American cooks. 

This fun, illustrated lecture by 
historian Leslie Goddard looks at 
how Betty Crocker was invented, 
why her cookbook has endured and 
what makes her so iconic. She will 
cook up some nostalgia for Farm 
Bureau Prime Timers on Monday, 
March 7 with her program “Betty 
Crocker and Her Cookbook That 
Changed How America Cooks.”

Leslie will share the story of 
America’s first lady of food at 1 p.m. 
in the Farm Bureau Theater. 

She holds a Ph.D. from 
Northwestern University and 
master’s degrees in museum studies 
and theater. Leslie is a lifelong 
resident of the Chicago area who 
has been lecturing and performing 
on topics in history for more than 15 
years. 

There’s a new sheriff in town 
and he’s aware of the many cases 

Sheriff Andy Sullivan warns: “Seniors, Don’t Be Scammed”
in which the elderly are being 
scammed throughout DeKalb 
County. 

“It’s unfortunate that people take 
advantage of our seniors and they 
become victims of these crimes,” 
said Sheriff Andy Sullivan.

The Sheriff will give Farm 
Bureau members an update in his 
presentation entitled, “Seniors, 
Don’t Be Scammed” on Monday, 
April 4. He is the featured speaker 
at the Prime Timers program 
which begins at 1 p.m. in the Farm 
Bureau Theater.

Sheriff Sullivan will discuss 
scam alerts, identify theft, and 
fraud alerts as well as provide 
resource information. He will also 
give a crime update for the county.

PRIME TIMERS

Sullivan, a lifelong resident of 
DeKalb, has been with the Sheriff’s 
Office for 26 years. He has moved up 
the ranks from sergeant, to lieutenant 
and chief deputy before being 
appointed Sheriff in August, 2021.

He is a graduate of DeKalb High 
School and earned his associate’s 
degree from Kishwaukee College 
and bachelor’s degree in criminal 
justice & leadership management 
from Rasmussen College. He 
currently is working on a master’s 
degree in public management at 
NIU.

The April 4 program is preceded 
by lunch at 12-noon in the Farm 
Bureau Auditorium. Members must 
register for the lunch by March 29. 
Lunch fee is $8. ■

Leslie	Goddard

Leslie has done several historical 
lectures at DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau and returns for another 
interesting one!

Before the program, lunch is 
served in the auditorium at 12-noon. 
Lunch reservations are needed by 
March 1 at the Farm Bureau office; 
lunch fee is $8. ■

Sheriff	Andy	Sullivan
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TRIPSTRIPS
See Vegas-style magic show at theatre in Lake Geneva

The Tristan Crist Magic Theatre 
is rated Lake Geneva’s #1 attraction 
and show on TripAdvisor. Come see 
what all the buzz is about!

Farm Bureau has reserved seats 
for the Saturday evening April 23 
magic show at the theatre in Lake 
Geneva, Wis.

At the show, Illusionist Tristan 
Crist presents magic up-close and 
personal. You will witness large 
illusions in an intimate setting at the 
Tristan Crist Magic Theatre.

The show is 65 minutes of Vegas-
style magic and illusion with new 
tricks. It comes to a thrilling end as 
a real HELICOPTER appears on 
stage.  

After the 5 p.m. show, enjoy an 
Italian buffet dinner at the Tuscan 

restaurant in Lake 
Geneva. Buffet includes 
chicken parmesan, 
lasagna, vegetables, 
tossed salad, dessert 
and beverages.

Cost is $100 for 
members, $110 for 
guests. Includes the 
magic show, dinner, 
and motor coach 
transportation.

The motor coach will depart 
from DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
at 3 p.m. and returns by 10 p.m. 

Open to DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau members and guests. 

Contact the Farm Bureau office 
to reserve your space,  
815-756-6361. ■

All aboard the East Troy Electric Railroad
Experience a 14-mile trip through 

the beautiful Wisconsin countryside 
aboard the East Troy Railroad this 
spring.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
has reserved a train car exclusively 
for Farm Bureau members for a 
scenic ride and lunch dining aboard 
the East Troy Electric Railroad on 
Thursday, May 19.

The lunch charter features a fine 
dining experience with a hot served 

March 24
“West Side Story” Musical 

Marriott Theatre, Lincolnshire

April 23
Magic Show at Tristan Crist Theatre 

Italian dinner at Tuscan Restaurant
Lake Geneva, Wis.

May 19
East Troy Railroad Ride 

J. Lauber’s Ice Cream Parlor,  
Elegant Farmer specialty store 

East Troy, Wis.
Opens March 1

July 28
Field of Dreams Site with Tour 

Field of Dreams Exhibit,  
National Farm Toy Museum

Dyersville, Iowa
Opens May 2

Aug. 28
Cubs vs. Brewers Game
American Family Field 

Milwaukee, Wis.
1:10 game 

Opens June 1

Sept. 22
“Grease” Musical

Fireside Theatre, Ft. Atkinson, Wis. 
Opens July 1

DeKalb County Farm Bureau  
Trips in 2022 

A partial list of upcoming trips for members

chicken meal during a leisurely 
ride from the East Troy depot to 
Lower Phantom Lake. Docents 
aboard the train will share the 
history of the railroad and sites.

After the two-hour train ride, the 
group will visit the J. Lauber’s Ice 
Cream Parlor in East Troy. 

Next stop will be to the Elegant 
Farmer bakery and specialty 
grocery store in Mukwonago. 
Elegant Farmer is known for their 
apple pie baked in a paper bag!

Cost of this day trip is $88 
for members, $98 for guests, 
and includes the railroad ride, 
train depot museum, lunch, 
and roundtrip motor coach 
transportation. The motor coach 
will depart from Farm Bureau at 9 
a.m. and return by 6 p.m.

Registration for this trip opens 
on Tuesday, March 1 beginning at 
8 a.m. Please call or stop by the 
Farm Bureau office. ■



Bringing Ag into the Classroom
DeKalb County 1st-5th grade teachers can request  
Ag in the Classroom hands-on lesson supply kits.

AG LITERACY

Benjamin Franklin said, “Tell me and I forget, teach  
me and I may remember, involve me and I learn.” 
What was true for Ben is true for most learners, especially children. That’s  
why all of DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s Ag in the Classroom lessons  
include opportunities for students to DO activities, not just listen or watch. 

What students will do
First graders will try out their 
“farming” skills as they plant corn 
and soybean seeds in clear, corn-
based plastic cups. They will care for 
them by providing warmth, light, and 
water, then monitor their progress as 
they germinate and grow.

Identifying and sequencing the steps 
farmers must take every year to 
produce successful crops is another 
important facet of this lesson.

What students will do
Second graders will prepare their 
own snack by making their own 
butter and taste-testing it on saltine 
crackers. Along the way, they 
will learn why dairy products are 
important in a healthy diet.

Exploring the ways dairy farmers 
care for their cows and ensure safe, 
healthy milk is also a key part of this 
lesson.

What students will do
Third graders will dissect softened 
corn kernels and identify the 
components that make this crop so 
useful. They will discuss several 
products to decide whether each is a 
way field corn is used.

As in the first grade lesson, 
identifying and sequencing the steps 
farmers take to produce a corn crop is 
another key aspect of this lesson. ►
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     Requesting AITC lesson kits
Teachers are asked to complete the AITC request form found at  
https://bit.ly/DCFB-AITC2022 by the following deadlines: 

February 25 – for AITC supplies to be delivered March 4
March 25 – for AITC supplies to be delivered April 1
April 22 – for AITC supplies to be delivered April 29
May 6 – CONNECTIONS Magazine Cover Design Contest deadline

Supplies will be delivered to schools based on dates chosen.

In some cases, high school FFA chapters will be preparing and delivering 
supplies and/or presenting lessons. Teachers who have been contacted by their 
district’s FFA chapter do not need to complete a request form.

Supporting Google Slide presentations with embedded videos and step-by-step 
instructions will be available online for each lesson. ■

AG LITERACY

What students will do
Fourth graders will practice their 
mapping skills as they locate 16 
significant agricultural sites on 
an Illinois map. When their maps 
are complete, students will have 
discovered why so many pumpkins 
are grown in our state, where to pick 
fresh peaches, and much more! 

This lesson reminds children of the 
multitude of ways agriculture impacts 
our lives every day.

What students will do
Each fifth grader will be challenged 
to answer key questions about an 
agricultural career and discuss with 
their classmates whether it is a job 
they might enjoy. A game of STEM 
Career Bingo will introduce students 
to a variety of farm and non-farm 
careers.

This lesson informs students that 
the agriculture industry offers career 
opportunities far beyond the farm.
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Volunteering as an  
AITC presenter

The COVID-19 pandemic 
continues to drastically limit 
outside visitors in schools, 

but in some cases, volunteers 
may be able to present the 

AITC lessons. Please contact 
your child’s teacher directly 

for information on COVID 
precautions.



Growing Knowledge of Agriculture in the Classroom

Mrs. Julie VlosakTeaching
School:  Indian	Creek	High	School

Grades: 	9th	-	12th	Vocational	Agriculture

Number of years teaching:  9

Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy connection:  I	grew	up	on	a	family	farm	and	work	with	the	Farm	
Bureau	regularly	today	through	membership	&	education.	

What do you enjoy most about teaching? 	I	enjoy	watching	the	lightbulb	moments	in	
students	when	they	understand	a	concept	that	was	seemingly	too	challenging.

What is something unique you do in your classroom?  I	try	to	consistently	talk	with	
my	students,	rather	than	at	or	to	them.	This	allows	stronger	bonds	and	connections	with	
the	students,	which	leads	to	better	behavior	and	understanding	of	one	another	in	the	
classroom.

Why is it important for students to learn about food and farming? Agriculture	is	one	of	
the	largest	industries	in	America	and	it	is	crucial	to	our	economy,	well	being	and	everyday	
lives.	Both	education	and	a	deep	understanding	of	the	agricultural	sciences	is	necessary	to	
develop	young	leaders	who	will	one	day	drive	our	country	forward.

Share one memorable teaching story. 	When	I	was	teaching	a	unit	for	the	last	portion	of	
the	interview	process	at	Indian	Creek,	I	brought	in	fainting	goats	for	the	students.	As	we	
were	in	the	shop	discussing	the	goats	and	how/why	they	fainted,	the	Driver’s	Education	
car	pulled	up	and	honked	the	horn	in	the	doorway	to	the	Ag	Shop	and	both	goats	fainted	in	
front	of	25	students	who	were	sure	they	had	died	right	then	and	there.	

Personal
Hometown:  Hinckley

Family:  I	grew	up	in	a	family	of	6	on	a	
grain	farm.	I	live	close	to	my	home	farm	
with	my	husband	and	daughter.

College/Degree(s):  Bachelor’s	Degree	
in	Agricultural	Education	from	Western	
Illinois	University,	and	a	Master’s	
Degree	in	Educational	Technology	from	
Concordia	University	-	Chicago.	

What did you want to be when you 
grew up?  A	dolphin	trainer

Favorites
Quote:  “It	is	amazing	what	you	can	
accomplish	if	you	do	not	care	who	gets	
the	credit.”	Harry	S.	Truman

Hobbies:		Time	with	family	and	friends,	
traveling,	crafting

Book:  “My	Sister’s	Keeper”	by	Jodi	
Picoult

Music:  Country

Sports team: 	Chicago	Blackhawks

TV shows: 	“The	Office”	and	“How	to	
Get	Away	with	Murder”

Travel destination:  Florida,	Mexico,	
anywhere	warm	and	relaxing	■
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Provided	by	COUNTRY	Financial®
COUNTRY

February	is	known	as	the	month	of	
love,	and	a	time	we	celebrate	and	
honor	our	love	for	a	significant	other.	

How will you show your significant 
other how much you care this year? 

Consumers spent an average of 
$165 per person on Valentine’s Day 
gifts and/or celebrations in 2021, 
according to the National Retail 
Federation. 

Because of the pandemic, it was 
not a surprise that many chose not 
to spend their evenings out and 
ultimately dropped the average by 
$32 from a record in 2020, right 
before the pandemic hit. 

Flowers, candy and candlelight 
dinners are all great ways to express 
admiration for your partner, but how 
can you make a show of affection that 
will last beyond February 14th? 

Provide your partner with peace 
of mind with life insurance. Life’s 
milestone moments usually require 
a promise – to cherish, guard and 
protect. And an important part of 
keeping those promises is making 
sure your loved ones would be ok 
financially if something were to 
happen to you. 

That’s why there’s life insurance, 
allowing you to keep your promise 
and insure your love. Premiums will 
never be lower than they are now, and 

you would be surprised at 
how affordable it really is.

According to a 
COUNTRY Financial 
survey, nearly one-third 
(29%) of married 
Americans are not very or 
not at all confident their 
families would be able to 
live comfortably if they 
were to become disabled or die. 

Life insurance is a gift that helps 
your loved ones continue paying the 
mortgage on your family home, fund 
a college education, cover debts, and 
simply pay day-to-day expenses if 
and when you die.

Protect your loved ones by:
1. Determining how much life 

insurance you need. Factor in 
costs like your mortgage, final 
expenses and replacing the 
income you currently provide to 
your family. 

2. Talk with your insurance 
representative about the best 
type of life insurance for you.  

Life insurance isn’t one-size-fits-
all. You can customize your plan 
based on your needs. 

Whole life insurance remains in 
effect your entire life as long as you 
pay the premiums and don’t cancel 
or surrender it, but it’s more 
expensive. 

Insuring your love

Nearly	one-third	of	married	
Americans	are	not	very	or	
not	at	all	confident	their	
families	would	be	able	to	live	
comfortably	if	they	were	to	
become	disabled	or	die.

Term life insurance is where you 
essentially ‘rent’ life insurance and 
purchase it for a certain amount of 
time. 

As much as it feels overwhelming 
and uncomfortable to think about 
things like death and hypothetical 
tragedy – it’s necessary. 

The month of love is a great 
time celebrate and make sure your 
partner has peace of mind.

Life insurance policies issued by 
COUNTRY Life Insurance Company® 
and COUNTRY Investors Life 
Assurance Company®, Bloomington,  
Illinois. ■
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Check out these Extension webinars

Growing Great Vegetables
Sessions will be from 6 to 7 p.m. on Tuesdays – register at https://web.
extension.illinois.edu/registration/?RegistrationID=24825. 
February 22 - Seed and Plant Choices and Soils and Fertilizers: Planning, 
design, and layout are key elements to successful gardening. Learn about 
hardiness zones, frost and freeze dates, how to order plants or seeds from a 
garden catalog or locally, reading and selecting seed packets, and starting plants 
from seed. We’ll also cover soil testing and amendments, fertilizer, manures, 
mulch, watering, and weeding
March 1 - Cool Season Vegetables: Cool-season crops can be grown in spring or 
fall, each with its own characteristics and potential issues. Learn about growing 
and harvesting cool-season vegetables including how to manage common insect 
pests.
March 8 - Warm Season Vegetables: Warm season crops grow during the 
hottest part of the year. This session will cover how to make vegetables such as 
peppers, tomatoes, squash, and more flourish while keeping pests at bay.
March 15 - Insects and Diseases: New and experienced growers alike are 
challenged by pests, diseases, and disorders of vegetable plants. Learn about 
insects, diseases, and wildlife pests and how to prevent and handle them.
Bonus session, April 19 - Join the experts and get your plant and gardening 
questions answered!

Virtual Weekend Gardener 
Saturday, March 5 via Zoom
Please join us as we explore I-Pollinate Project, Extending the Growing Season, 
Container Gardening with Fruit, Color in the Garden.
For more information and to register: https://go.illinois.edu/
WeekendGardener. (Register by February 28)

Developing a Native Pollinator 
Garden
March 14 at 6 p.m. via Zoom
Would you like to attract more 
pollinators to your landscape? 
Pollinator-friendly landscaping is 
becoming increasingly popular. 
This presentation will discuss what 
types of flowers different insects 
are attracted to, ways to make 
your landscape more attractive to 
pollinators, as well as resources for 
creating pollinator gardens.
For more information and to register: 
https://extension.illinois.edu/
events/2022-03-14-developing-
native-pollinator-garden. ■

The	University	of	Illinois	offers	these	educational	webinars
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DeKalb County SWCD Celebrates 75th Anniversary
In 1928 Hugh Bennett, head of the 

Soil Conservation Service, (federal 
agency that is now know as the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service) wrote a book entitled “Soil 
Erosion A National Menace.” In 
the book he brought attention to the 
issues of the artificial disturbance 
of the vegetative cover and ground 
equilibrium chiefly brought upon by 
man and his domestic animals. 

At that time, they estimated that 
not less than 126,000,000,000 pounds 
of plant-food material was being 
removed from the fields and pastures 
of the United States every year. 

In 1929, Congress recognized that 
erosion was a national issue and funds 
were appropriated to conduct research 
on the causes and control of erosion. 
As the drought of the 1930’s became 
a national concern more emphases 
were placed on trying to save our soil 
resources. 

As a result, Illinois passed a law 
in 1937 that allowed counties to 
organize Conservation Districts. The 
purpose was to establish a systematic 
approach to sound land use in the 
local community. 

In February of 1947 the DeKalb 
County Soil Conservation Service 
was established and it wasn’t until 
1961 that water was added to the 
name to recognize its importance and 
to give it equal billing with soil in 
the conservation equation: DeKalb 
County Soil & Water Conservation 
District (SWCD).

Moving forward 75 years, the 
challenges of protecting our soil 
and water resources still exist today. 
Through science and evaluation, 
we have learned so much more 
about how our soil functions. We 
have a better understanding of what 
makes for a healthy soil, what best 
management practices protect the soil 
from erosion and in turn improves our 
water quality. 

The diversity of the programs and 
services that the SWCD provide to 

the community have always been a 
mainstay, from educating children 
to adults on conservation-related 
topics. The SWCD provides resources 
for community decision makers, 
leads watershed planning efforts and 
provides one-to-one planning advice 
for individuals to help them address 
their natural resource concerns. 

Elected directors from our 
community provide the guidance and 
leadership for our District, just as they 
did in 1947. Dedicated folks with 
diversified backgrounds and a passion 
for protecting the natural resources are 
a common theme for these qualified 
individuals. 

John Begun, a landowner and 
producer from the Kirkland area, 
currently serves as our chairman. 
Paul Kuhn, a landowner and producer 
from Genoa, is the vice chairman. 
Lynn Martz from the Maple Park 
area, a landowner, grain producer 
and livestock operator, is treasurer. 

Dan Kenney, a retired educator from 
DeKalb and leader in the development 
of the DeKalb County Community 
Gardens, is our secretary. Director 
Anita Zurbrugg from the DeKalb 
area is a landowner, gardener, and 
community leader in philanthropic 
giving. Several other Associate 
Directors serve and provide valuable 
input in the organization as well. 

SWCD staff members are Dean 
Johnson and Jeff Woodyatt.

The SWCD mission statement says 
that we are to “responsibly protect our 
healthy soils and clean water for all 
generations.”

SWCD is always looking for 
individuals that want to help carry on 
that mission. The District has got 75 
years under its belt, will you help take 
it to the next 75 years? 

Please contact the SWCD office 
if you would like more information 
at 815-756-3234, ext. 3 or visit the 
website at www.swcdekalbil.org. ■

75  
Years

Dean	Johnson	and	Jeff	Woodyatt	with	the	DeKalb	County	Soil	and	Water	Conservation	
District	speak	to	local	teachers	during	the	Summer	Ag	Institute.	

The	SWCD	mission	
statement	says	that	we	are	
to	“responsibly	protect	our	
healthy	soils	and	clean	water	
for	all	generations.”
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COMMUNITY
Kishwaukee YMCA Discount for Farm Bureau Members

Farm Bureau is partnering with 
Kishwaukee Family YMCA to 
offer members 20% off all YMCA 
membership types and 50% off the 
joining fee. Membership includes 
free group exercise classes such as 
Zumba, Group Power, Spin, Step, 
Boot Camp and more.

Discounted monthly membership 
rates for Farm Bureau members 
are $38.60 for one adult, $63 for 
a family (includes two adults) and 
a household for $73.20 (includes 
three adults).

The YMCA has state-of-the-
art fitness equipment, two pools, 
aquatic programs, open gym access 
and reduced rates on programs and 
classes.

Just mention you are a member 
of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
when you sign up to receive this 
discount. Register in person at 
Kishwaukee Family YMCA, 2500 
Bethany Rd., Sycamore.

For more information contact 
Heather Dunker, 815-375-5403. ■

R

Corn Crib Museum Open House
Kirkland farmer Denny Rehn is 

opening his corn crib so that others 
can enjoy seeing his corn and other 
farm collectibles.

The Corn Items Collector 
Association Spring Meet will be held 
April 16, 2022 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Upcoming dates:
March 26, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. open
March 27, 1-3 p.m. open
April 16, 8 a.m. -3 p.m. C.I.C.A. Meet ■

at the crib museum. Members of the 
C.I.C.A. will have collections on 
display. Pork chop sandwiches will be 
available for purchase. 

Denny’s Corn Crib is located at 3822 
Stone Quarry Rd., Belvidere, which 
is a few miles south of Belvidere. For 

additional information call Denny at 
815-751-4122. All events are free.



Chris
Patterson
Sycamore 

(815)756-9536

Craig
Popp

Sycamore 
(815)756-9536

Ezekiel
Scott

Sycamore 
(815)756-8026

Michael
Shipley

Sycamore 
(815)756-9536

Karolina
Skinner

Sandwich 
(815)786-2209

Gavin
Wilson
Dekalb 

(815)748-7064
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"COUNTRY Financial®” is the marketing name for the COUNTRY Financial family of affiliated companies 
(collectively, “COUNTRY”), which include COUNTRY Life Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Mutual Insurance 
Company®, and their respective subsidiaries, located in Bloomington, Illinois.

Commercial insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

Phil
Hasz

Sycamore 
(815)756-8026

David
Gingerich

Genoa 
(815)784-6688

Dan
Howes

Sycamore 
(815)756-9536

Steve
Klopfenstein

Shabbona 
(815)824-2920

Kathleen
Martin

Sandwich 
(815)786-6584

Dean
Miller

Dekalb 
(815)748-7064
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DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178


