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Connecting to You

Steve Bemis, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

Farming & Basketball Seasons
What does March mean to you?
For me, I think about March bringing the first day of
Spring and nicer weather. And as a farmer it’s the time
of year I begin to think about spring field work and the
upcoming planting season.
But let’s get serious, it’s March Madness time!
I love sports…almost as much as farming!
Just like farming, sports rank right up there with our
family. Whether it was me playing basketball in high
school, college intramurals and park district leagues, or
watching my three girls play volleyball at the high school
and college level, we have had several years of enjoying
ballgames.
If I had to pick my favorite sports it would have to be
basketball and golf. So, no wonder I look so forward to
March, right?
There is nothing better than watching the competition

between the college basketball teams and the rewards of
advancing in the NCAA tournament. Of course, having
the Fighting Illini shine is always a plus.
Sports is just like farming – how we do at the end of
the season is what really counts. ■
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On Prairie Drive
The Basketball Hoop

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Who doesn’t love watching a good game of
basketball? Well, I do, especially now during March
Madness.
I have to attribute my love for basketball to that old
basketball hoop we had on the farm. Back in the day
just about every barn had a basketball hoop hanging
on the side of its wooden façade. Later, that hoop
would be more portable, with adjustable heights,
mounted on a steel pole with a wheelbase, outside the
barn.
Playing basketball was a favorite pastime. It provided us with a break from farm
chores, to shoot baskets. A game of HORSE with my brothers and sisters or the
neighbors was simply fun.
My interest in basketball escalated in high school where basketball was THE SPORT.
From the wooden bleachers, we watched many games in that old Hoosier-style gym.
Back then most of the Norsemen team was made up of mostly farm boys – being from a
small school you knew all of them.
I took my love for basketball to college. I had season tickets which meant I didn’t
miss many Illinois home games. I was a die-hard fan, along with my friends, who took
basketball and our team seriously. Orange and blue ran through our veins.
I continued to follow my alma mater, in good years and not-so-good years. This
year is a good year for the Illini. I’m hoping they are still in the running of the NCAA
Tournament when you read this. But then again that’s why they call it March Madness.
In this issue, I hope you enjoy reading about farm kids and farmers who have played
basketball. And I bet their passion for the game started with a basketball hoop on their
farm. ■
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Find the kernel and win!
Let’s see if you can find the kernel
(resembling the one here) in this month’s
issue of our magazine and be eligible to
win a prize.
Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-7566361, by March 31 for your chance to win.
When responding by email, please
include the page number and exact
description of the location of the kernel
on that page. You will also need to include
your name, address and phone number in
the email.
Correct answers will be put into a
drawing and one winner will be drawn to
receive a $20 gift card.
Last month’s winner of the kernel
contest was Beverly Arison of Sycamore.
The kernel was hidden on page 4 in
the ear tag of the calf in the February
CONNECTIONS. ■

Calendar
MARCH

March 24 “West Side Story”
Marriott Theatre, Lincolnshire
Depart 9:30 a.m. from FB
March 25 FB Senior Scholarships due

APRIL

April 4 “Seniors Don’t Be Scammed”
By Sheriff Andy Sullivan
Prime Timers Lunch/Program
12-Noon
$8 lunch fee
Register by March 29
April 23 Magic Show
Tristan Crist Magic Theatre
Lake Geneva, Wis.
Depart 3 p.m. from FB

MAY

May 2 Sycamore High School
String Quartet
Directed by Ken Tonaki
Prime Timers Lunch/Program
12-Noon
$8 lunch fee
Register by April 26
May 19 East Troy Railroad Trip
East Troy, Wis.
Depart 9:30 a.m. from FB
Meetings are held at DeKalb County Farm
Bureau unless otherwise noted. For meeting
reservations contact the Farm Bureau office.

Farm Bureau Office Hours

The Farm Bureau office is open MondayFriday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Please stop by
or call 815-756-6361 to reach us.

Follow us!
facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
twitter.com/DCFBureau
pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine
www.CultivateConnections.org
Farm Bureau Main Site
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org
Foundation for Agriculture
www.PlantALegacy.org
Ag Literacy
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to:

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

From the Farm to Basketball
There are many things that are associated with basketball which originate
on the farm.
Basketball – Some basketballs are made of leather, which comes from the
hide of beef cattle. The pros use leather basketballs. College basketballs are
made of mostly synthetic materials.
Basketball shoes – Today’s shoes are a mix of leather and synthetic mesh
with the sole of the shoe made from rubber. Leather comes from cow hides
and rubber comes from rubber trees.
Popcorn – Some schools sell popcorn in their concession stands. Popcorn is
grown on farms throughout the country. This tasty treat goes well with some
butter (from cows) and salt!
Programs & Tickets – Pick up a program with a listing of basketball players
and team highlights. Show your admission ticket. The program and ticket are
typically paper made from softwood trees.

Did an Illinois farmer invent the breakaway rim?
Farmer Arthur Ehrat was the inventor of the breakaway basketball rim. Ehrat,
from Virden, IL, used a spring from a John Deere cultivator to create a rim that
could withstand 125 pounds of force by bending and then snapping back into
the original position. His official patent was awarded in 1982.

Why are basketballs orange?
The first basketball was a darkbrown color due to its heavy
leather construction. Some felt
it was hard to see. In 1958 Tony
Hinkle introduced the orange color
which was more visible to players
and spectators and is common
today. ■
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March Madness: Farmers & Fadeaways
It’s that time of year! March
Madness energizes sports enthusiasts
with the excitement of the NCAA
basketball tournament. Farmers are
among those who follow their favorite
teams and were former basketball

players.
Some support their college alma
mater or a team that has been their
forever favorite in hopes of making it
to the final four.
The timing of March Madness

Nolan Govig
Age: 21
Basketball teams you played on: Indian Creek High School, Rockford Five-O
(AAU), Sauk Valley Community College
Best basketball team memory: Back-to-back 20 win seasons at Sauk Valley
Favorite basketball teams: Indian Creek High School, University of Illinois,
Chicago Bulls
Do you still play basketball? I play for fun with friends, but also I’m the
varsity boys coach at Indian Creek High School.
Do you have a basketball hoop on the farm? Yes
Farm: Govig Farms, Malta

Garrison Govig
Age: 25
Basketball teams you played on: Indian Creek High School, Illinois Ambush
(AAU).
Best basketball team memory: Winning regionals in 2014 at Indian Creek
Favorite basketball teams: University of Illinois & North Carolina
Do you still play basketball? Only in the driveway with family
Do you have a basketball hoop on the farm? Yes
Farm: Govig Farms, Malta

Jim Govig
Age: 57
Basketball Team you played on: Shabbona High School
Favorite basketball teams: University of Illinois, Kansas, Iowa State
Do you still play basketball? No
Do you have a basketball hoop on the farm? Yes
Farm: Govig Farms, Malta
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also fits with farmers’ schedules with
tournament play occurring throughout
the month, prior to spring planting.
Featured are some local farmers
who are former basketball players and
continue to be basketball enthusiasts. ►

Brittany (Bock) Richey
Age: 34
Basketball team you played on: Indian Creek Girl’s Basketball/2001-04
Best basketball team memory: In 8th grade, our team had a basketball lock-in in
the gym where we ordered in pizza, and stayed up all night scrimmaging and dancing.
Favorite basketball team: Indian Creek Basketball (Now I get to watch my niece
play as a Lady Timberwolf!)
Do you still play basketball? Just for fun
Do you have a basketball hoop on the farm? Yes
Farm: Honey Hill Orchard, Waterman

Dave Schafer
Age: 52
Basketball teams you played on: Malta High School, Kishwaukee College,
Upper Iowa University, DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Best basketball team memory: When I was at Upper Iowa University and we beat
Wartburg, which won the Iowa Conference that year.
Favorite basketball teams: I enjoy watching local teams like DeKalb High
School and NIU. I also enjoy watching University of Illinois.
Do you still play basketball? I no longer play but wish I could.
Do you have a basketball hoop on the farm? Yes
Farm: Schafer Farms, Malta

Greg Fleming
Age: 57
Basketball teams you played on: Lee Grade School, Shabbona High School, travel teams
Favorite basketball teams: I have been a Bobby Knight fan since I was in grade
school so I have a loyalty to Indiana Basketball, but definitely Big 10 basketball.
Do you still play basketball? I look forward to family get-togethers so I can shoot
around with my kids and niece and nephews.
Do you have a basketball hoop on the farm? Everyone in the family has a hoop
in their yard, including in our shop, where I did most of my practicing.
Farm: Fleming Farms, Shabbona

Jake Wright
Age: 26
Basketball teams you played on: Miami Ohio/2015-18, UW Milwaukee/2018-19
Best basketball team memory: Scoring my 1,000th point my senior year
Favorite basketball teams: The teams I played for as well as Maryland because
my brother Simon plays there. I love college basketball and March Madness.
Do you still play basketball? Yes, I play pickup games with friends.
Do you have a basketball hoop on the farm? Yes, with a half court in our shed.
Farm: Bemis Farms, DeKalb ■
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“I Remember When”
Most of the time you will see me “around the farm” with my dad, so
I thought I would get his input on this month’s article. My dad has been
farming forever and is a wealth of knowledge.
This is especially true since farming has changed so much over his lifetime.
He has had to continue to learn new technology and farming practices over
his 60 years of farming.
I hear a lot of “I remember when…” statements when we are working
together. One “I remember when” statement refers to the fluctuation of
corn and soybean prices.
According to my dad, “If the prices of corn and soybeans fluctuated a
penny or half a cent in a day, that was a pretty big day.” Now prices can
easily fluctuate fifty cents in a day or a dollar in a matter of weeks.
Grain prices and inputs have certainly changed significantly over the years.
This year seems to be an extreme example of grain prices fluctuating two
dollars or more per bushel over the last several weeks and months.
Another “I remember when” statement is about the drastic change and
the advancement in farm technology.
“Driving an old Super C back then is a lot different than what you’re
driving now,” my dad explains. He learned how to farm with a tractor that
was about 25 horsepower and now you don’t really see much below 200
horsepower.
The tractor I learned how to drive was a somewhat larger John Deere

Dad and I talk regularly about our farm work – he continues to give me advice and
reflect on how farming has changed during his lifetime.
6

CONNECTIONS March 2022

Elizabeth Koenig works alongside her
father on their family farm in Hinckley
growing corn and soybeans. She
also is a clincal therapist when she’s
not working on the farm.

tractor that had a cab, a radio and
air conditioning, which is much
more than my dad had when he was
learning. Now most tractors come
with that and more.
A large number of tractors doing
field work now have GPS auto steer,
which is a really nice feature that I
am definitely not complaining about!
Even over the last 20 years, when I
started to drive tractors, things have
certainly changed.
I often wonder what the next 20
years will bring on the farm. Most
people tend to worry what the future
brings or what the outlook might be,
especially farmers.
I don’t think any farmer wants to
guess what the grain prices will be in
20 years. Most (including me) would
be content to know what the prices
will be next week!
Perhaps the next “I remember
when” will be from me talking
about unmanned machinery doing
fieldwork and robotic types of
technology in agriculture.
I’m sure I’ll make these “I
remember when” statements once
I am my dad’s age. And, hopefully,
I will have the same wealth of
knowledge as my dad. ■

96%
OF FARMS IN

ILLINOIS & DEKALB COUNTY
ARE FAMILY OWNED
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Starting seeds to make your
own transplants can be
cheaper and you have a lot
more varieties to
choose from
compared to
purchasing
transplants
from the store.

Got a Gardening Question?
Send your questions to the Master
Gardener Help Desk at
uiemg-dekalb@illinois.edu.
8
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Ken Johnson, Horticulture Educator, University of Illinois Extension

Seed Starting
Seed starting is a popular way to kick off the gardening season. If you’ve never
started your seeds before, there are several advantages to doing so:
• Better germination rates because you are providing ideal conditions
• Less competition from other plants
• Fewer insect and disease problems.
Starting seeds to make your own transplants can also be cheaper than going out
and buying them later in the year. You also have a lot more varieties to choose
from compared to purchasing transplants from the store. There are hundreds of
varieties compared to a handful when it comes to popular plants like tomatoes.

Supplies for starting seeds

Fortunately, starting seeds isn’t difficult. There are just a few things you need
to get started: your desired seed, a container to start them in, some growing
media, water, and light.
Growing media: Select a seed starting mix, not garden soil, for your growing
media. Garden soil is going to have weed seeds and possibly diseases in it.
Additionally, garden soil tends to be very dense and heavy, which means it won’t
drain as well. Seed starting mix is sterile and is usually made from milled peat
moss, perlite, coconut coir, and vermiculite. This combination provides a light
fine-textured media that is ideal for starting seeds.
Container: There are a variety of different options from plastic sheets of
small containers (cell flats), plastic pots, peat pots, to egg cartons. Whatever you
choose, make sure it can hold your media while allowing excess moisture to
drain away (i.e., drainage holes).
Lighting: Fluorescent grow lights are often used; however, you can use regular
fluorescent bulbs, a desk lamp, or a windowsill. If you start your seeds on a
windowsill make sure it has a good southern exposure, and it isn’t drafty. You
may still need to provide some supplemental lighting.
Seeds: Once you’ve selected the seeds you want to grow, look at the back
of the package. It will tell you when the seeds should be planted. Example: X
numbers of weeks before the last frost. It may also tell you how deep the seeds
need to be planted.

4. Cover the container. The
container can then be covered with
plastic to help retain moisture and
warmth. Remove the plastic to spray
the container if the media dries out. If
uncovered, the media will need to be
watered more often. Once the seeds
begin to germinate, remove the plastic
cover.
5. Keep them warm. If you are
starting seeds in a cool area, it may be
a good idea to get a heat mat that is
specifically made for starting seeds so
that the seeds will properly germinate,
and to prevent disease problems.
As your seedlings grow, keep your
lights 3 inches above the tallest plant
and provide them with 12-16 hours of
light a day. It may be a good idea to
get a light timer, so you don’t have to
worry about remembering to turn lights
on and off.
Water media as needed, making sure
it remains moist. Once the seedlings
produce their first true leaves, you can
water with a weak fertilizer.
Before you know it, it will be time to
take them outdoors and place them in
the ground. Make sure to slowly harden
them off before moving them outside. ■

How to start plants from seed

1. Prepare the growing media. Pre-moisten your media by mixing it with
enough water so it holds its shape when you grab a handful but it isn’t dripping.
Fill your container with the wet seed starting media. Make sure the media is
settled, and there aren’t large air pockets in the container.
2. Plant the seed. Make an indentation in the media to the recommended
depth. Place 2-3 seeds inside this indentation and cover with the recommended
amount of media. Press the media down to make sure there is good contact with
the seeds.
3. Water. Gently mist the media with water.

Ken Johnson is a Horticulture Educator
serving Calhoun, Cass, Greene,
Morgan and Scott counties. He is one
of the authors of the “Good Growing
blog” at go.illinois.edu/goodgrowing.
The Green Thumb page is coordinated
by DeKalb County Master Gardener
Janice Weber.
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Q: How do farmers deal with weather changes
pertaining to spring planting?

A: We are at the mercy of weather. We have to

wait until field conditions are right to plant. If
planting is delayed due to weather we may have
to change seed varieties or shift crops.

Temperatures are warming, the snow is melting, and everyone
is thinking spring! For grain farmers, this means preparing for the
planting of the new crop.
We have spent countless hours planning over the winter. Fertilizer
and crop protection products have been selected and purchased.
Seed has been researched, selected, and a careful plan has been
created to match the variety to its best suited field environment.
Equipment is being brought into the shop for tune up and
maintenance.
These are all things we can control.
But what about the weather? Weather is the ultimate wildcard in
farming. We have control over so many variables but ultimately,
we are at the mercy of the weather. Too little or too much rain
can be devastating to a crop at any point in the growing season. A
storm or tornado can come through during the summer and destroy
everything we worked to establish in minutes.
We spend all winter
We can plant into a perfect seed
making this beautiful
plan to starting planting
bed with moisture below the
on April 20th in
surface and warm soil BUT if we
55-degree Fahrenheit
get a cold pounding rain a few
soils and have a warm
gently rain come the day
days later, it can undo all our hard
after we put the planter
work!
in the shed. Planting
is typically a bit more complicated than that. As the time to plant
approaches, we check weather forecasts religiously and keep a
close eye on soil temperatures as they rise (and sometimes fall).
At planting, current soil moisture and temperature is important
as well as future soil moisture and temperature. The seeds need
an environment that is conducive to germination. We can plant
into a perfect seed bed with moisture below the surface and warm
soil BUT if we get a cold pounding rain a few days later, it can
undo all our hard work! Driving rains can create a crust on the
soil surface making it difficult or even impossible for seedlings
to emerge. Or cold, saturated soils can lead to a host of seedling
10
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The Hartmanns – Dan and Ashley – raise pigs and
grow corn and soybeans on their family farm. They
reside in Sycamore with their children Layla and
Oliver. Dan is a 4th generation farmer.

diseases. Early in the planting season, when we
have a little “spare” time, we may choose to hold
off on planting if one of these cold rains is on the
horizon. Sometimes the seed is just safer left in
the shed.
If weather concerns delay planting too much,
farmers may have to make the difficult choice to
change their master plan. Different varieties of a
crop take different amounts of time to mature –
just like your garden tomatoes. Farmers may end
up switching to the “early girl” variety to ensure
maturity and dry down in time for harvest. Acres
may even shift from corn to soybeans, depending
on the year.
Another factor to consider is the frost that loves
to sneak up on us the middle of May. Or a flash
flood. If all has gone according to plan, seedlings
are already out of the ground and thriving.
Unfortunately, there isn’t anything we can do
to protect our baby corn and beans from frost
or flood. Sometimes re-plant maybe necessary.
If only parts (usually low areas) of a field have
damage, we can carefully drive down the rows
and replant those areas.
Spring can be both a very rewarding and
stressful time on the farm. It is an all hands-ondeck time of year! Please have patience with farm
equipment on the roadways and don’t forget to
wave at your neighbor in the planter! ■
			
Dan & Ashley Hartmann

Spring weather outlook: Mixed bag of good, not so good
Every farmer wants a perfect
season. Get planting done as soon as
possible, then let it get warm, with
appropriate rain and thunderstorms,
with no hail, freezes, or other
calamities. And for corn farmers,
bring on the summer heat as well!
Unfortunately, every season falls
short of that. Sometimes it’s actually
very close, and the crop yields are
excellent. And then there are the
years that we talk about under dim
lighting, sullen voices, and with jars
of antacid nearby. So, what could it
be this year?
So far this winter, we have been
under modest La Nina conditions,
with temperatures in the Pacific
Ocean central basin roughly a
degree Celsius cooler than average.
This frequently causes the jet stream
to bring cold weather and drier
weather to the Plains, and heavy
precipitation to the Ohio Valley
and the lower Great Lakes in the
wintertime.

As of March 8, we have had
27.4” of snow, roughly 7” below the
seasonal average.
Unfortunately, rainfall outside of
the snow has been lacking in northern
Illinois.
Areas in central and southeastern
Illinois have received considerably
more rain and snow than we have. In
fact, along a line from near Kankakee
to Quincy, IL, and roughly 50 miles
either side of that line, snowfall has
ranged from 200% to nearly 400%
of normal this winter. The areas of
the state that have gotten the heaviest
snow run from Quincy, to Peoria, to
the southern suburbs of Chicago this
winter.
North and west of a line from Moline
to Crystal Lake, precipitation has
been lacking, and especially so over
northwestern Illinois. So much so that
areas along and north of a line from
Waukegan to DeKalb, to Paw Paw, to
Muscatine, IA are in moderate drought
conditions. The rest of the state, in

general, is doing reasonably well with
precipitation.
So, what about the future?
Multiple intense storm systems are
expected to bring ample rainfall and
some snow to central and southern
Illinois, with lesser amounts falling
across northern Illinois. Thus, while
measurable precipitation is expected
in our area, heavy rainfall is not likely
in early March in DeKalb County.
After that, however, climatology
shows that the storm systems tend
to track further north, with deeper
amounts of Gulf moisture, heat, and
resulting atmospheric instability.
In the back half of March
through May, precipitation could
trend above average, with flooding
possible in the hardest-hit areas.
Temperatures are also expected
to trend warmer than average, as
low pressure systems track into our
region.
We see these trends in the official
NOAA forecast (see graph). However,
if we do see more rain, the above
average temperatures could be most
notable at night, with clouds and
precipitation holding temperatures up.
Having said all of that, we
must remember that you can get
snowstorms even into late April, and
snow has fallen as late as early June
in DeKalb County, even in mild/warm
springs. However, when one looks
at the statistical averages and similar
situations such as what we are in now,
seasonal analogs point to above average
temperatures and precipitation in the
back half of spring.
All the best to you, farmers, as I know
you’ll do your best regardless of what
the atmosphere throws at you. Safe
farming, and may good weather go your
way! ■
Gilbert Sebenste, Consulting
Meteorologist, AllisonHouse, LLC
March 2022 CONNECTIONS
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DeKalb County’s top crop exceeds 200 bushels
Corn farmers in DeKalb County
produced 200+ bushel corn last
year.
The USDA reported a total of 44
counties in the state finished with
a corn yield average above 200
bushels per acre in 2021.
In DeKalb County, the 2021
yields showed corn averaged 202.7
bushels per acre and soybeans
averaged 62.9 bushels per acre.
While last year was a good crop
year, it wasn’t the best for the
county – 2016 was the county’s
top year with corn averaging 216
bushels and soybeans at 68 bushels
per acre.
DeKalb County 2021 yields
reported by the USDA’s NASS
(National Agricultural Statistics
Service) were comparable to the
state corn yield but below the state
soybean yield. Illinois averaged 202
bushels of corn and 64 bushels of
soybeans.
Last year’s DeKalb County yields
exceeded the county’s five-year
average of crop production yields.
The five-year county average for
corn is 195.4 bushels and 58.3
bushels for soybeans.
Looking back at the 2021 crop
year, farmers managed to get the
crops planted in a timely manner.
The summer provided good growing
conditions plus advancements in
seed genetics and farming practices
contributed to respectable yields.
Fields received rainfall in early
summer and then fields remained
dry in August and September.
Farmers in DeKalb County
harvested 189,900 acres of corn and
124,900 acres of soybeans in the fall
of 2021.
Behind the top county crops were
wheat fields averaging 78.8 bushels
per acre and oats averaged 114
bushels per acre in the county last
year. ■
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2021 Illinois Corn Yield Estimates
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Safety First! Farm Safety Camp for Kids returns
Teaching rural children how to work
and play safely in the country is
what Farm Safety Camp is all about.
Farm Safety Camp is scheduled
for Wednesday, June 22 at Jonamac
Orchard in rural Malta from 9 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m.
The camp is open to rural children
ages 8 to 12 years.
Children will learn how to
recognize potential dangers present
in the country and around the
farm and develop respect for these
hazards in interactive sessions.
The sessions will focus on ATVs,
animals, bicycles, chemicals,
electricity, farm machinery, fire, first
aid and rescue, grain bin and grain
wagons, hearing, lawn mowers and

FARM COUNTRY

garden tractors, and semi-truck/
trailer safety.
Qualified local experts will discuss
important messages at each of the 12
safety stations positioned outdoors
around the orchard.

New this year! Stateline Farm
Rescue will demonstrate grain bin
entrapment and rescue procedures
using their grain bin simulator.
Parents are welcome to attend this
portion of the camp at 2:30 p.m.
New this year is added emphasis
on grain bin safety. At the end of the
camp, Stateline Farm Rescue will
demonstrate entrapment and rescue
procedures using their
grain bin simulator.
Parents are welcome to
attend this portion of
the camp at 2:30 p.m.
Registration forms
for camp are now
available at the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau
office, or on the Farm
Bureau website: www.
dekalbfarmbureau.
org/fsc. Forms are due
into the Farm Bureau

office by Friday, June 3.
Registration fee is $10 per camper
or $20 per family. Fee includes a
t-shirt, lunch and materials.
Camp hosts are the McArtor
and Spychal families at Jonamac
Orchard.
Farm Safety Camp is being
sponsored by the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau with support from
the COUNTRY Financial DeKalb
Agency and Conserv FS in
cooperation with local businesses
and organizations.
For more information, contact the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau office,
815-756-6361.
Register for Farm Safety Camp:
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org/fsc. ■

IAA Scholarships provided for commercial truck drivers
Truck drivers are critical for
transporting farm commodities,
inputs and food throughout Illinois
and the nation. The IAA Foundation
is pleased to administer the Driving
Agriculture Forward Scholarship
to help offset the cost of needed
commercial truck driver training
and ensure more well-trained, safe
drivers are available.
In late 2021, the Illinois Farm
Bureau committed to funding
the Driving Agriculture Forward

Scholarship. This donor agreement
will continue for the next five years.
Applicants enrolled, or planning
to enroll, in a commercial driver
training program at an Illinois
Community College are encouraged
to apply. Five $1,000 scholarships
will be awarded every three months
and are based on the Illinois Farm
Bureau region where the applicant
resides.
All applicants must be Illinois
residents and must provide proof of

enrollment in during the corresponding
award cycle. Additionally, an
endorsement is required from a
farmer, County Farm Bureau leader,
agribusiness, or food processing
business.
Full eligibility guidelines and
the link to apply is available on
the Foundation website, www.
iaafoundation.org.
For more information, contact the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau or the
IAA Foundation at 309-557-2232. ■
March 2022 CONNECTIONS
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Scholarships benefit students & teachers
Farm Bureau Foundation will award up to 31 scholarships in 2022
Need some cash for college? Consider applying for
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation Scholarships.
A variety of college scholarships are offered to students
of Farm Bureau families through the Farm Bureau
Foundation. Scholarships are available for students in
fields such as agriculture, science, medical, or any field
of study.
Beginning April 1, college students may apply online
at: www.PlantALegacy.org/scholarships. The deadline
to apply for these scholarships is Friday, June 10.
Besides college scholarships, Farm Bureau also offers
scholarships for teachers who participate in the Summer
Ag Institute (SAI). These scholarships help offset the
cost of SAI.

For college sophomores, juniors & seniors
NEW! Raymond & Frances

Katz Ag Scholarship –
To honor their late parents,
the Katz family of DeKalb
established a new scholarship
in memory of Raymond
and Frances in 2022. The
scholarship is open to students
enrolled at the University
of Illinois, the same college
Raymond & Frances graduated from. An applicant must
be an Agricultural and Consumer Economics major
(specifically in these fields of study: accounting,
agribusiness, farm management, finance, consumer
economics, environmental economics, or policy). One $2,000
scholarship will be given annually to a sophomore, junior
or senior at Illinois.
Ag Discipline Scholarships – This scholarship is available
to college students in agriculture-related degree programs.
The $2,000 scholarship is for sophomores, juniors, and
seniors in college pursuing a field of study related to
agriculture. Up to three scholarships will be awarded. This
scholarship was started in 1989 by the Farm Bureau.
DeKalb Ag Scholarship – The DeKalb Ag Scholarship
was developed in 2020 to pay tribute to the DeKalb Ag
company which originated in DeKalb, Illinois. Initial
donations to this scholarship were provided by the DeKalb
Ag Alumni Association and its members to carry on the ag
company’s namesake. This $1,200 scholarship is for college
students in their sophomore, junior or senior year with an
agriculture-related degree and eventually a career
in agriculture.
14
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NEW! Leonard & Vivian Nelson

Ag Scholarship –
The Nelson family established
this scholarship in memory
of their farming parents and
grandparents from Malta,
Leonard and Vivian in 2021.
The new scholarship provides
financial assistance to students
studying agriculture at a college
in Illinois. One $2,000 scholarship will be awarded to a
sophomore, junior or senior in college with an agricultural
major.
Bob & Norma Wildenradt Ag Scholarship – Bob and
Norma Wildenradt established this scholarship in 2020
to benefit students majoring in an ag-related field of
study in pursuit of a future
career in agriculture. The
Wildenradts of Sycamore have
a real affinity for agriculture
and passion for assisting
young people. One $2,000
scholarship will be awarded to
an agricultural student in their
sophomore, junior, or senior
year at a college within the
state of Illinois. ►

Scholarship Eligibility Requirements
To apply for the Farm Bureau Foundation Scholarships:
A student’s parent/guardian must be a DeKalb County
Farm Bureau member who has been in good standing
for at least two years
Student must be a full-time college student
Application needs to be completed online at:
www.PlantALegacy.org/scholarships and submitted
by the deadline
An impartial selection committee will choose recipients
based on academics, school and leadership activities
and community involvement.

WWW.PLANTALEGACY.ORG/SCHOLARSHIPS

SCHOLARSHIPS

For college juniors & seniors

For medical students

Arden & Dorothy Baie
Scholarships – This scholarship
was established in 2015 by the
Baie family, in memory of their
parents, Arden and Dorothy,
formerly of Waterman. The
Baies were avid supporters
of agriculture and education.
The scholarship is available
to college juniors and seniors
pursuing any field of study. Two, $1,200 scholarships
will be awarded to deserving college students.

Medical Scholarships – The Medical Scholarship program
provides assistance for students pursuing medical degrees.
It was started in 1975 with a trust fund from the DeKalb
County Producers Supply Company, an affiliated company
which used to provide vaccines and livestock supplies for
farmers in the 1930s-1960s.The scholarship is available
to students studying to become physicians, veterinarians,
optometrists, nurses, dentists, and other medical professions.
To be eligible a student must currently be in medical school,
accepted to medical school or in a four-year nursing program.
Two, $2,000 scholarships will be awarded annually.

Orville A. Olson Ag
Scholarship – The Olson
family created this ag
scholarship in 2019 in memory
of their father, Orville, a
lifelong farmer and Farm
Bureau member. Orville’s
legacy continues with this
endowed scholarship earmarked
for a deserving agricultural
student. This scholarship is available to college juniors
and seniors majoring in an agriculture-related degree and
seeking a career in a field of agriculture. One $1,200 ag
scholarship will be awarded.
Robert Morley Science Scholarships – This scholarship
was established in memory of Robert Morley, a former
DeKalb science teacher, in 2007. Robert Morley gifted
the Farm Bureau Foundation with a generous endowment
for scholarships upon his passing. The $2,000 scholarship
is for juniors and seniors in college majoring in any
field of science. Up to seven scholarships will be given
annually.

For high school seniors
Farm Bureau Senior Scholarships – The High School
Senior Scholarships were first awarded in 1956 by Farm
Bureau. The scholarships are for graduating High School
Seniors who will be full time students in college beginning
with the fall semester. The scholarships are for any field of
study. Five $1,200 scholarships will be awarded based on
academics, school activities and community service. High
School Senior Scholarship applications are due March 25.
Joe Barshinger Ag Scholarship –
The Barshinger family established
this scholarship in memory of Joe,
a lifelong Waterman and Shabbona
farmer, in 2020. This scholarship
is for an Indian Creek High
School student who must also be a
member of the FFA or a 4-H Club.
The student must also be majoring
in an agriculture field of study. One $1,000 scholarship will
be awarded to a student who plans to attend a community
college, university or trade school. The deadline for this
scholarship application is March 25.

For teachers
Jeff Hartmann Summer Ag Institute Scholarships –
This scholarship aids teachers by offsetting their expenses
to participate in Farm Bureau’s Summer Ag Institute. The
Hartmann family established this scholarship in 2021in
memory of Jeff Hartmann, a
lifelong Maple Park farmer. The
number of scholarships and value
will fluctuate each year. Six, $150
scholarships will be awarded to
teachers in 2022. The Summer
Ag Institute for Teachers is an ag
literacy program of Farm Bureau.
For more information about these
scholarships contact Ag Literacy
Coordinator Rhodora Collins. ■

2021 Jeff Hartmann SAI Scholarship recipients shown with Sari
Hartmann are: (from left) Kristina Jordan, Dana Timmermann, Jill
Henson, Jennifer Daskal, (Sari), Lynelle Lynd and Kim Gudmunson.
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DeKalb County
Farm Bureau Directors
At the 110th Annual Meeting of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau held Feb. 28, members
reaffirmed the Board of Directors as farm leaders of the organization in 2022.
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Steve Bemis
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Berkeley Boehne
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Leon Brummel
Kingston Township

Jeff Clausen
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Steve Drendel
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Roger Faivre
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Ed Peterson
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Roy Plote
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Ed Cowan
Squaw Grove Township
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eflections
Looking back at local history

Basketball History at Hinckley
Hinckley’s excitement over sports goes back to the early 1900s when town
teams in baseball and then basketball were recognized as some of the best
anywhere in the state.
The 1926 high school basketball team was especially talented and won second
place among much larger schools in an invitational tournament at Bloomington.
Members of that high school team also played on the town team called the
Hinckley Merchants. When the town heard that a team of professional black
basketball players from Chicago was looking for teams to play outside of the city,
they accepted the challenge.
An invitation was sent to Abe Saperstein – owner, coach and player on the team
called the Savoy Big Five (later to be named the Harlem Globetrotters). They
could play in Hinckley’s new high school gym.
Saperstein depended on gate receipts to pay his players so he demanded $75
before the team would agree to play in the small town of Hinckley. The money
was raised quickly among town residents. Saperstein had no bus transportation
for his team so they took a train to Aurora and rode the final distance to Hinckley
in cars driven by the Merchant players.
The game on Jan. 7, 1927 was the
first for Saperstein’s team outside of
Chicago so it was taken seriously.
The contest was played under the old
rules of basketball where there was a
center jump after each basket. The two
forwards stayed on their respective
sides of the court and the guards
ran where they were needed. The
basketball was larger than balls today

Abe Saperstein and his 1927 team played
the Hinckley Merchants.

and quite heavy so that two-handed
shots were common.
The Hinckley Merchants won that
first game 43 to 34. They played four
more games between the two teams
that year. The Hinckley Merchants
team consisted of Harold Bish, Tom
Lewis, Ed King, Carlos Powelson,
Loren Strever and Clarence Wielert
– men who went on to farm, run
businesses in town, and sell real estate.
At that time in history, relationships
with a black team were uncommon
and the town’s warm reception made
an impression on Saperstein. Out
of Abe’s appreciation, the team has
returned to Hinckley for exhibition
games on their 40th, 60th and 90th
anniversaries of the first game. Each
time they only charged $75 – like the
first game – with the balance of gate
receipts going to the high school.
Saperstein was a promoter and
soon changed the name of the team
to the Harlem Globetrotters to market
African-American athletes. The
Globetrotters were based in Chicago
from 1926 to 1976.
Saperstein altered the style of play
to be entertaining as well as athletic
and traveled around the world sharing
their love of basketball and being
ambassadors of goodwill. ■
Bob Pritchard, President
Hinckley Historical Society

(Above) Hinckley Community High School was the site of the first game between the
Hinckley Merchants town team and the team which became the Harlem Globetrotters in
1927. (Above right) The Harlem Globetrotters have returned to Hinckley on their 40th, 60th
and 90th anniversaries of the first game. Shown is the team in 2016 by the welcome sign.

Visit the Hinckley Historical
Society and the DeKalb County
History Center to see related
items currently on exhibit.
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ROYAL RECORD SETTER
Ashleigh Wackerlin ended her high school basketball
career breaking school records for the Lady Royals.
She broke the 39-year Hinckley-Big Rock girl’s record
for the most points in a season, racking up 707 points her
senior year. She ended her basketball career with 1,186
points joining an elite group and being in the top 10 of Lady
Royals who exceeded 1,000+ points in high school.
“I didn’t think I was going to make it,” said Ashleigh.
“At the beginning of the season, Coach Brewington said,
‘There’s a goal I want you to reach. If you average 15 points
per game you will slowly get to 1,000 points.’”
With a lot of hard work and fortitude she made it.
Ashleigh averaged 21 points per game. Her personal best
was 33 points in one game.
“Ashleigh is a program changer,” said Royals Coach
Brewington. “Not only is she one of the best players I’ve
ever coached, she constantly raises the bar with her work
ethic and determination.”
Her work ethic and competitive edge comes from being
a farm girl. She raises and shows pigs, takes care of her
horses, and helps where she’s needed on their family farm.
“I’ve learned to juggle a lot at once with farm animals and
sports,” she said.
“I am competitive in the show ring and on the basketball
court. I continue to learn and adjust to improve with my pigs
at shows and myself in basketball,” continued Ashleigh.
She shows her pigs at local fairs with her best year being
last year winning reserve champion with her purebred
Duroc barrow at the Sandwich Fair.
Ashleigh gives credit to her friends for her interest in
showing pigs and choosing sports. Her friends convinced
her to go out for basketball in 8th grade. She explained
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Ashleigh Wackerlin practices
shooting baskets in the hay
mow of their barn. During
COVID this was her makeshift
basketball court.

that she could steal almost every ball then but a layup
was “her worst nightmare.” “I couldn’t shoot, play
defense, or know what way we were going; however,
I knew how to be a teammate, be aggressive, and have
fun with my friends.”
Her basketball skills changed her junior year. “It was
the year I got a big spark and stepped up my game,”
noted Ashleigh. ►

But her basketball season was cut in half her junior
year due to the Covid-19 pandemic restrictions. It made
her practice harder, not from the high school gym but
from the farm. She adapted by shooting baskets in the
hay mow into a hoop mounted to the barn beam, to be
ready to shine her senior year.
And shine she did. She was named to the Little Ten
All-Conference Team and Illinois Basketball Coaches
Association 1st Team All-State (1 of 10 players in the
state selected).
This Lady Royals guard will tell you that the awards
and honors are nice but the best part of her basketball
career was “being with friends on the court.” “It’s more
about the chemistry on the team. Without chemistry you
aren’t going to win. I like to win, but I also like to have
fun!”
Ashleigh claims she
exudes a “weird sort
“I am competitive in the
of funny” and likes to
show ring and on the
“mess around during
basketball court. I continue practice, even while
doing sprints.” By
to learn and adjust to
doing this, she gets her
improve with my pigs
teammates to loosen up
at shows and myself in
and enjoy the sport.
basketball.”
As one of three
seniors who shared
the basketball team captain title, she helped younger
classmen improve their game and give them confidence.
“Ashleigh is a leader on and off the court,” said
Coach Brewington. “She supports her teammates, the
underclassmen, the middle schoolers and volunteers her
time to help run youth camps for the elementary school.”
“Ashleigh is leaving the Hinckley-Big Rock Girls
Basketball Program better than she found it,” said the
coach.
As a three-sport athlete, Ashleigh is now playing
soccer, a sport she has loved playing since she was in
second grade. She also played high school volleyball.
The star athlete, whose nickname is Ash, is on top of
the world her senior year. She sums it up: “It’s been a
good year!”
After high school she plans on going to a community
college to play basketball/soccer. Then becoming a
veterinary technician to work with animals.
What makes this 17-year-old smile? “Sports. Animals.
Friends. Family. Life.” ■

Ashleigh broke the HBR school record for most points scored in
one season. The top athlete exceeded 1,000 points during her
basketball career.

Showing pigs ranks right up there with sports for Ashleigh
Wackerlin. She has been showing pigs for nine years at local fairs.

Her love for animals, like her horses, is why Ashleigh is pursuing a
career as a veterinary technician.
March 2022 CONNECTIONS
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Player Profiles
Farm kids who play basketball in local high schools

Ashleigh Wackerlin
Nickname: Ash
School/Team Name: Hinckley Big-Rock Royals
Year in School: Senior
Age: 17
Basketball Position: Guard
Jersey Number: 15
Height: 5' 1O"
Years Playing Basketball: 4
Personal Best: 33 points in a game
Best Moments in Basketball: My sophomore year I hit the game winning shot
against Indian Creek, but I'd have to say my whole senior year was the best. We
started off by winning the Elgin Tournament in November, the Earlville Christmas
tournament in December, Regionals in February, and overall had an amazing season.
Favorite Basketball Player: Caitlin Clark, Iowa Hawkeyes
How has basketball shaped you as a young adult? Basketball has not only formed
me into a basketball player but has taught me responsibility, time management, how
to be coachable, friendships, struggles, and determination. Basketball has taught me
that I'm not always going to get the best outcome and sometimes you have to struggle
before you can succeed. It has shaped me into a mature young adult that is willing to
give it my all until the job is done.
Other Sports/Hobbies: Volleyball, soccer, snow ski & snowboard
Future Plans: I plan on attending a community college for two years to play soccer
and/or basketball then transferring to JJC to become a Veterinary Technician.
Farm Role: I raise and show pigs every year for my 4-H project. I also take care of our horses.
Parents: Eric & Tina Wackerlin, Hinckley

“Basketball has shaped me
into a mature young adult
that is willing to give it my all
until the job is done.”

chase engel
School/Team Name: Genoa-Kingston Cogs
Year in School: Senior
Age: 18
Basketball Position: Forward
Jersey Number: 10
Height: 6’1”
Years Playing Basketball: 4
Personal Best: Playing defense
Best Moments in Basketball: Finishing my senior year with the same teammates
I’ve played with for years.
Favorite Basketball Player: Luka Doncic, Dallas Mavericks
How has basketball shaped you as a young adult? Patience and perseverance are
key in achieving goals that may not come easily. I also have learned to not give up.
Other Sports/Hobbies: Football, trapshooting and showing beef cattle
Future plans: Attending OSU or ISU in the fall and obtaining an animal science degree
Farm Role: I have been involved mostly with beef cattle on our farm – breeding
them and showing them at 4-H and other fairs.
Parents: Jeffrey & Tammy Engel, Marengo ►
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Colin Nesler
School/Team Name: Genoa-Kingston Cogs
Year in School: Senior
Age: 18
Basketball Position: Center
Jersey Number: 20
Height: 6’4
Years Playing Basketball: I played on the varsity team all 4 years in high school. I
started playing when I was 4 years old.
Personal Best: 22 points, 15 rebounds, 9 blocked shots (not all in the same game)
Best Moments in Basketball: Breaking GKHS block shots record for a game and a
career
Favorite Basketball Player: Lebron James, Los Angeles Lakers
How has basketball shaped you as a young adult? Basketball has taught me
countless lessons. Discipline, effort and respect are some of the few things I have
learned from the sport that I will carry with me for the rest of my life.
Other Sports/Hobbies: Football, weightlifting, fishing
Future plans: Attending the University of Missouri where I will be studying
Agribusiness Management
Farm Role: I am the son of a 3rd generation grain farmer. I help out seasonally
around our farm. My brother and I co-managed 40 acres this year as well as helped
with the remaining 4,000 acres. I owned a road-side pumpkin stand for 10+ years.
Parents: Jeff & Laurie Nesler, Genoa

jolee larson

“Basketball has helped me
grow in self-confidence and
sports have taught me a
good work ethic.”

Nickname: Jo
School/Team Name: Indian Creek Timberwolves
Year in School: Junior
Age: 17
Basketball Position: Point Guard/Shooting Guard
Jersey Number: 4
Height: 5’ 2”
Years Playing Basketball: Since 5th Grade
Personal Best: 13 points, & 10 rebounds
Best Moments in Basketball: My favorite high school basketball moment was playing
Serena in the championship of the Amboy Christmas Tournament. Serena was a really
good team this year, and made it all the way to state. It was really fun to play against them
and our team played really well, keeping the score tight the whole time.
Favorite Basketball Player: Jake Taylor. He’s one of my best friends, and is a player
on the boy’s basketball team at Indian Creek
How has basketball shaped you as a young adult? Basketball, and sports in general,
have been a huge part of my growing up into a young adult. Basketball has helped me
grow in self-confidence, and sports have taught me a good work ethic. I’ve also learned
a lot about leadership, and I’ve made amazing friends playing sports in high school.
Other Sports/Hobbies: Soccer, track, golf, listening to music, watching movies
and crafting
Future plans: I plan to go to college and continue my education.
Farm Role: I am the Secretary for Indian Creek FFA, and I help run the plow during harvest.
I also do some paperwork and help with odds and ends on the farm with my parents.
Parents: Roger and Beverly Larson, Hinckley ►
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Player Profiles,

continued

Alexa anderson
School/Team Name: Indian Creek Timberwolves
Year in School: Junior
Age: 16
Basketball Position: Forward/Guard
Jersey Number: 12
Height: 5’7”
Years Playing Basketball: 8
Personal Best: This year I shot in the Three Point Competition at regionals and tied
for first with 8 shots and advanced to sectionals.
Best Moments in Basketball: The game in Lisle this year was a great game. We
ended up losing, but we worked together as a team better than we had the rest of the
year and we hung in there with a school that was much larger than ours.
Favorite Basketball Player: Michael Jordan, Chicago Bulls
How has basketball shaped you as a young adult? Basketball has been a big part of
my life for the 8 years that I have been playing it and I have learned many different things
over that time. Teamwork is something that is necessary for a good team. Learning how
to work with others in order to accomplish a goal is a major part of basketball and life too.
It has also taught me to become more respectful, as you need to be able to communicate
with referees and the other team in a polite manner at all times.
Other Sports/Hobbies: Volleyball, soccer, calligraphy
Future plans: I plan on going to a 4-year school, possibly Iowa State, for Civil Engineering.
Farm Role: I live on a grain and swine farm with my family and I have helped out
over the summers since I was ten years old. I also raise poultry as my SAE for FFA
and to show at the DeKalb County 4-H Fair.
Parents: Kip and Laura Anderson, Shabbona

“Learning how to work
with others in order to
accomplish a goal is a
major part of basketball
and life too.”

Avery Boehne
School/Team Name: Indian Creek Timberwolves
Year in School: Freshman
Age: 15
Basketball Position: Guard/Forward
Jersey Number: 25
Height: 5’5”
Years Playing Basketball: 5
Personal Best: I scored 32 points in my 7th grade basketball game. We were
undefeated that season.
Best Moments in Basketball: I made the winning 3-point shot this year on my
sophomore basketball team.
Favorite Basketball Player: Michael Jordan, Chicago Bulls
How has basketball shaped you as a young adult? Basketball has taught me to play
as a team, work hard, and practice as much as you can to achieve what you want.
Other Sports/Hobbies: Softball, volleyball, baking, swimming, art
Future plans: I hope to play sports in college and become a lawyer.
Farm Role: I have helped in the field by learning how to drive the combine and
unload corn from the semis. I also work in our hog barns and help with chores.
Parents: Berk and Lindsay Boehne, Shabbona ■
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Family Farm Heritage

Honoring Centennial Farms in DeKalb County
Almburg Farm
City: Malta
Township: Malta
Original Date of Purchase: 1887
Current Owners: Almburg Family
Acres: 320 acres originally, currently 46 acres & homestead

Farm History:

Andrew Almburg immigrated from Sweden in 1850 at nine
years of age. He went to local DeKalb schools and worked as
a farmhand around the DeKalb area. At the age of 21, he was
called to fight in the Civil War, Aug. 15, 1862, with Company
K 105th Regiment of Illinois Infantry volunteers. Andrew was
discharged on June 7, 1865.
He returned to DeKalb County and continued to work and
save his money to buy the first 80 acres in Section 36 of Malta
Township. He purchased the land from Jacob Haish in 1887 for
$31.25 per acre. It was appraised in 1894 for $50 an acre.
He continued to buy adjoining parcels and built a new home in
1901 that still stands today where the fifth and sixth generations
of Almburgs now reside.
The Almburgs donated a one-acre parcel of land at the corner
of University and Fairview roads to the DeKalb County School
District where a one-room schoolhouse was built, known as
the Anderson School and Almburg School. John, Joe, Ludvick,
Amos, Mary, Lois and Fred Almburg all attended this country
school.
The Centennial Farm has always been farmed by a member of
the Almburg Family and this year will be cropped as an organic
farm.

The Illinois Department of Agriculture’s Centennial Farm Program
honors generations of farmers who have worked to maintain family
farms for 100+ years. The DeKalb County Farm Bureau recognizes
these local farms and families – the second in a series of features.To
have your farm featured, contact the Farm Bureau. ■

Steve and Anne Almburg live in the Almburg home built
by Steve’s great-grandfather Andrew in 1901. Shown on
the front porch is the entire family, Steve and Anne, along
with sons and daughter-in-laws Andrew & Jessica, Eric &
Hayley, Adam & Taryn and their children.

(Above) This aerial
view shows the
Almburg Farmstead in
2001. (Below) Andrew
Almburg bought his first
80 acres from Jacob
Haish in 1887 for
$31.25 per acre.

Andrew Almburg
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PRIME TIMERS

PROGRAMS

Sheriff Andy Sullivan presents: “Seniors, Don’t Be Scammed”
There’s a new sheriff in town
and he’s aware of the many cases

Sheriff Andy Sullivan

in which the elderly are being
scammed throughout DeKalb
County.
“It’s unfortunate that people take
advantage of our seniors and they
become victims of these crimes,”
said Sheriff Andy Sullivan.
The Sheriff will give Farm
Bureau members an update in his
presentation entitled, “Seniors,
Don’t Be Scammed” on Monday,
April 4. He is the featured speaker
at the Prime Timers program
which begins at 1 p.m. in the Farm
Bureau Theater.
Sheriff Sullivan will discuss
scam alerts, identify theft, and
fraud alerts as well as provide
resource information. He will also
give a crime update for the county.

Sullivan, a lifelong resident of
DeKalb, has been with the Sheriff’s
Office for 26 years. He has moved up
the ranks from sergeant, to lieutenant
and chief deputy before being
appointed Sheriff in August, 2021.
He is a graduate of DeKalb High
School and earned his associate
degree from Kishwaukee College
and bachelor’s degree in criminal
justice & leadership management
from Rasmussen College. He
currently is working on a master’s
degree in public management at
NIU.
The April 4 program is preceded
by lunch at 12-noon in the Farm
Bureau Auditorium. Members must
register for the lunch by March 29.
Lunch fee is $8. ■

Sycamore High School String Quartet performs at Farm Bureau
Farm Bureau members are in for
a real treat with students from the
Sycamore High School Orchestra
performing here on Monday, May 2.
The musical performance will
occur during the Prime Timers
monthly program beginning at 1 p.m.
in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Theater.
The Sycamore Orchestra Program
is a comprehensive 4th-12th grade
music experience. Students can learn
the violin, viola, cello and string bass
beginning in 4th grade. Each year,
students are given more challenging
music along with higher academic
experiences.
The students selected to perform
at Farm Bureau are some of the
top students in the SHS Orchestra
Program and members of the String
Quartet. They include: Emma
Fredericks, Junior – Violin, Eva
24
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Education from Northern Illinois
Peterson, Sophomore – Violin, Lily
University.
Baker, Senior – Viola, and Rebecca
To register for this program and
Allen, Junior – Cello.
the noon lunch, contact the Farm
The Orchestra has a distinguished
Bureau office. Lunch fee is $8.
history of excellence traveling
Deadline to register is April 26. ■
to numerous festivals and
competitions. The
orchestra participates
in the IHSA Music
Sweepstakes
Competition. Since
2012, the SHS Orchestra
has finished in the top
three almost every year,
finishing 1st place in
2012 & 2021.
Ken Tonaki, director
of the SHS Orchestra,
is in his 26th year of
teaching at Sycamore.
Sycamore String Quartet members will provide musical
Ken received his
entertainment at Farm Bureau on May 2. They are: (from
bachelor’s and master’s left) Emma Fredericks, Eva Peterson, Lily Baker and
degrees in Music
Rebecca Allen, under the direction of Ken Tonaki.

TRIPS

Magic Show one of Lake Geneva’s biggest attractions
The Tristan Crist Magic Theatre is
rated Lake Geneva’s #1 attraction and
show on TripAdvisor.
Farm Bureau has reserved seats
for the Saturday evening April 23
magic show at the Tristan Crist
Magic Theatre in Lake Geneva, Wis.
At the show, Illusionist Tristan Crist
presents magic up-close and personal.
The show is 65 minutes of Vegasstyle magic and illusion with new
tricks. The show comes to a thrilling
end as a real HELICOPTER appears

on stage only a few feet away.
After the 5 p.m. show, enjoy an
Italian buffet dinner at the Tuscan
restaurant in Lake Geneva. Buffet
includes chicken parmesan, lasagna,
vegetables, tossed salad, dessert and
beverages.
Cost is $100 for members, $110
for guests. Includes the magic show,
dinner, and roundtrip motor coach
transportation.
The motor coach will depart from
DeKalb County Farm Bureau at 3 p.m.

and returns by 10 p.m.
Contact the Farm Bureau office to
reserve your space, 815-756-6361. ■

All aboard the East Troy Electric Railroad on May 19
Experience a 14-mile trip through
the beautiful Wisconsin countryside
aboard the East Troy Railroad.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau has
reserved a train car exclusively for
Farm Bureau members for a scenic
ride and lunch aboard the East Troy
Electric Railroad on Thursday, May
19.
The lunch charter features a
leisurely ride from the East Troy
depot to Lower Phantom Lake. Stretch
your legs and get some photographs
at Indianhead Park in Mukwonago
before the return trip to East Troy.
Docents aboard the train will share the
history of the railroad and sites.
After the two-hour train ride, the

group will stop for ice cream at the
J. Lauber’s Ice Cream Parlor in East
Troy. Next stop will be to the Elegant
Farmer bakery and specialty grocery
store in Mukwonago before returning
home.
Cost of this day trip is $88 for
members, $98 for guests, and
includes the railroad ride, train depot
museum, lunch, and roundtrip motor
coach transportation. The motor
coach will depart from Farm Bureau
at 9:30 a.m. and returns by 6 p.m.
To register please contact the Farm
Bureau office. ■

Field of Dreams Tour planned for families this summer
“If you build it they will come.”
The iconic baseball field is one of
the most popular scenes of the Field
of Dreams sports movie based on an
Iowa farmstead. Last year the nostalgia
of Field of Dreams was heightened
when Major League Baseball decided
to host a game there in Dyersville. This
year they are doing it again with the
Chicago Cubs playing there in August.
Two weeks ahead of the game,
DeKalb County Farm Bureau will be
taking a day trip to the Field of Dreams
site on Thursday, July 28. The trip is
open to Farm Bureau members and

their families.
The tour features two hours at Field
of Dreams to enjoy the baseball field,
take the farmhouse tour and have a
picnic lunch. Then the group will travel
downtown Dyersville to see the Field
of Dreams If You Build It exhibit and
visit the National Farm Toy Museum.
The cost of the day trip is $60
per person, with a portion of the
trip expenses underwritten by Farm
Bureau. Cost includes: roundtrip motor
coach transportation, picnic style
lunch, Field of Dreams farmhouse tour,
If You Build It exhibit, and National

Farm Toy Museum.
The motor coach will depart from
Farm Bureau at 8 a.m. and returns by
8 p.m.
Registration for this trip opens on
May 2 at the Farm Bureau office. ■
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AG LITERACY

Agriculture

Illustrated

Announcing the CONNECTIONS Magazine Cover Design Contest!
Every year, DeKalb County Farm Bureau conducts the design contest as a
way for 1st-5th grade students to illustrate what they learned during the Ag in
the Classroom (AITC) program and other ag-related classroom experiences.
The contest theme for each grade level correlates with the AITC lesson for
that grade. First, second, and third place winners are selected from each grade.
The grand prize-winning design from all grades will appear as the front cover
of the June 2022 issue of this magazine!

Objectives
1.
2.
3.

Encourage educators to incorporate farm and food topics in the
classroom via Ag in the Classroom lessons and ag literacy resources.
Increase student understanding of how our daily lives depend on
agriculture.
Foster appreciation of the role of farms and farmers in our community.

Eligibility
The contest is open to 1st-5th grade classrooms in DeKalb County.

Entry Deadline
Entries must be received at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office no later
than Friday, May 6.

Prizes
All contest entrants will receive a participation ribbon. Gift cards will be
awarded to first through third place winners at each grade level. First place
winners will receive $25; second place, $15; and third place, $10. Up to five
honorable mentions will also be chosen from each grade, with those entrants
receiving honorable mention certificates.

Visit www.GrowYoungMinds.org for rules and entry forms. ■

(Above) The 2020 and 2021 Cover
Design Contest Grand Prize winners.
(Left) Ag Literacy Committee members
Marcy Billington and Melissa Irick judge
2021 cover design contest entries.
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FFA + AITC = Ag Literacy Fun
A few area FFA chapters gave Ag in the Classroom
presentations as part of their FFA Week outreach, and
others will be involved in delivering supplies and
presenting lessons in the coming weeks. Members of
Hiawatha FFA in Kirkland visited all ten of the 1st-5th
grade classes in their building, Genoa-Kingston FFAers
taught lessons in ten 1st & 2nd grade classrooms, and
members of Sycamore FFA visited 16 1st-4th grade
classes.

(Right) Sycamore FFA members Molly Griffey and Connor
Wright pose with 1st graders in Mrs. Lisa Hoffine’s class at
North Grove Elementary after presenting “More Than a Seed.”

AITC supply sign-up still open
It’s not too late for DeKalb County 1st-5th grade
teachers to request Ag in the Classroom lesson
supplies! Requests should be submitted by March 25
for AITC supplies to be delivered around April 1, or
April 22 for supplies to be delivered around April 29.
Our AITC lessons are designed to tie to the
CONNECTIONS Magazine Cover Design Contest
(see opposite page).

Request supplies at https://bit.ly/DCFB-AITC2022.
(Right) Supplies for the 3rd grade “It’s an Earful” lesson ready
to be assembled and delivered to classrooms

Sneak peek at AITC supporting slides
This year we’ve launched slide presentations to
accompany each lesson. Get a taste of what each
lesson covers by viewing them at the following links:
https://bit.ly/1st-AITC
1st Grade – More Than a Seed
https://bit.ly/2nd-AITC
2nd Grade – From Moo to You
https://bit.ly/3rd-AITC
3rd Grade – It’s an Earful
https://bit.ly/4th-AITC
4th Grade – Mapping Illinois Agriculture
https://bit.ly/5th-AITC
5th Grade – Exploring STEM Careers in Agriculture ■

(Above) Opening slide for the “More Than a Seed” lesson
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Growing Knowledge of Agriculture in the Classroom
Teaching

Mrs. Amy Gomes

School: Lynn G. Haskin Elementary School, Sandwich
Grades: 2nd grade
Number of years teaching: 22
Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy connection: I have taught Ag in the Classroom at Haskin,
attended the Summer Ag Institute at the Farm Bureau, and I was a past Ag Literacy
Ambassador for Haskin.

Personal

What is your favorite unit to teach? I really enjoy teaching the Pumpkin Unit from
the Pumpkin Ag Literacy Kit that I borrow from Farm Bureau. I love teaching about the
pumpkin growing cycle using paper plates, construction paper, and yarn to help the kids
understand the steps in the process. To end the unit, we make Pumpkin Pie in a Bag as a
treat to appreciate the pumpkins that are grown in Illinois.

Family: Husband, Chris, and two
children, Caleb (19) and Caroline (14)

What do you enjoy most about teaching? I enjoy how 2nd graders can make
connections on what we are learning in the classroom to their own world. I believe this is
the best way to learn! Making these important connections help young minds think about
their world and make it a better place to live and learn.
Why is it important for students to learn about food and farming? I was amazed many
years ago when I had a student think that milk came from the Walmart worker at the store
instead of dairy cows. I have made it a priority to teach children about the ‘farm to table’
process since then. We can’t assume that children know this process and when we give
them more opportunities to understand this process, they appreciate it more.
How do you inspire your students? I love to teach them the quote, “Be the Best You Can
Be!” I like to repeat the phrase emphasizing the Y-O-U. We talk about giving our personal
best and being proud of our work.

Hometown: Sandwich

College/Degree(s): Associate’s Degree
from Waubonsee Community College,
a Bachelor’s Degree from Aurora
University, and a Master’s Degree
in Education from Olivet Nazarene
University.
What did you want to be when you
grew up? I always wanted to be a
teacher!

Favorites
Quote: “Be the best you can be!” Amy
Gomes
Hobbies: Volunteering at church,
reading books and magazines, spending
time with family
Book: “Fewer Things, Better” by Angela
Watson
Movie: “Mr. Holland’s Opus”
Travel destinations: Maui, HI; Madeira
Beach, FL; Yosemite National Park, CA ■
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A Sly Encounter
Photo by Bob Myers

A young fox locks eyes with the photographer as it sits on the edge of a field in southern
DeKalb County. ■
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Farm Bureau Action Priorities 2022

2022

The Illinois Farm Bureau has established an action plan which
identifies priorities of the state organization in 2022. DeKalb
County Farm Bureau shares these priorities with members.
Create more opportunities for profit and
farm income

Bridge gap between rural, suburban, urban Illinois

• Address agricultural input availability, costs

• Build relationships, understanding among elected officials,
communities, and other influencers

• Seek solutions toward improving supply chain

• Expand access to affordable and quality internet access

• Preserve, protect private property rights

• Create a stronger business climate, benefitting entire state

• Research, develop new markets for ag commodities
• Pursue policies that build biofuels demand

Grow membership, member engagement and
new leaders
• Build awareness of Farm Bureau brand, value to
members, non-members
• Discover and address needs of young farmers and
professional members
• Support county Farm Bureaus

Promote agriculture’s contribution toward
improving the environment
• Showcase agriculture’s progress on climate, sustainability
• Advocate farmer’s perspective with agencies rewriting
Waters of the U.S. (WOTUS) rule

Demonstrate value of livestock and its importance
to state
• Enhance awareness of the importance of the Livestock
Management Facilities Act (LMFA)
• Collaborate with allied organizations. ■
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SEEN IT

Members, tell us what this is and where
you saw it. Send your response to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org or
call us at 815-756-6361 and share your
name and address. Correct answers will be
entered into a drawing for a $20 gift card. In
the next issue we will reveal the answer and
information about this local photo.

Walk like an Egyptian in DeKalb
These four golden pharoahs stand guard at the Egyptian
Theatre in DeKalb. They have been there since the theatre first
opened in 1929. Designed by Elmer F. Behrns, the entrance to
the theatre is shaped like the gate of a great temple and covered
in terra cotta.
The discovery of King Tut’s tomb in 1922 sparked a
nationwide interest in Egyptian style. By the 1930’s, over 100
theatres across the country were designed with Egyptian and art
deco style. Today, the Egpytian Theatre in DeKalb is only one
of five remaining.
The winner of last month’s SEEN IT Somewhere contest
is Shirley Pavelich of Sycamore who correctly identified the
Egyptian Theatre. ■

SEEN IT

February 2022
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Membership Services
Get your lawn & garden soil tested

Does your soil need a nutrient boost before you plant those veggies
in your garden? Can you improve your lawn with some added fertility
to have a healthier looking yard?
Soil fertility is important for growing a nice garden and lawn. You
can improve the health of your soil by having it tested to determine if
there are deficiencies.

Why test your soil? A soil test let’s you catch nutrient deficiencies
before they progress. Besides indicating nutrient deficiencies, a soil
test can also provide information on soil acidity, the percentage
of organic matter in your soil, and your soil’s texture.
How often should you test your soil? Ideally, soil
should be tested every three to five years. Sampling during
the same season each time provides the best comparison.

Where can I get my soil tested? DeKalb County Farm
Bureau offers this service for members. Members get a
discount and this service makes sure your soil is ready for
spring planting. You provide us with your soil samples in a sealed
plastic bag and a completed form and we will send the soil sample to a
soil testing lab. All tests will come back with recommendations for your soil
needs in a few weeks.

How much does it cost? Soil test prices range from $35 to $45, depending
on which test you choose. The tests are: Lawn Garden Test (pH, phosphorus,
potassium, organic matter, plus cation exchange capacity, calcium,
magnesium, base saturation) or Lawn Garden Plus Test (Lawn Garden Test,
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plus micro-nutrients, iron, zinc,
copper, sulfur, boron).
Please contact the Farm Bureau office
for more information and procedures
for soil testing, 815-756-6361.
For more questions about your lawn
and garden contact the DeKalb County
Master Gardeners at: uiemg-dekalb@
illinois.edu. ■

New DeKalb County
Plat Books for sale

Spring Break discounts
at Great Wolf Lodge

Got the latest version of the
DeKalb County Plat Book?
New Plat Books are available to
purchase at the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau.
The 2022 Plat Book, published
by Rockford Map Publishers,
is available for purchase for
$28 (members) or $50 (nonmembers) from the Farm Bureau
office.
Stop by the Farm Bureau
office to pick up a Plat Book. ■

Get an exclusive discount at Great Wolf
Lodge waterpark. As a Farm Bureau
member save up to 30%.
Advance reservations are required. For
reservations call 800-905-9653 or visit
www.greatwolf.com. Use Farm Bureau’s
corporate code ILL1617A. ■

COUNTRY
Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Welcome new agent Ezekiel Scott
Ezekiel Scott is a new
COUNTRY Financial agent with
the DeKalb-Kendall-Ogle-Carroll
Agency. He began working for
COUNTRY Financial in September
of 2021.
Ezekiel was born in Saint Paul,
Minnesota but spent most of his
childhood and young adult life in
Saint Charles and Elburn, Illinois
where he was homeschooled. He
relocated to DeKalb after high
school to attend Northern Illinois
University. After beginning his
family, Ezekiel attained a Biblical
Studies degree through Moody
Bible Institute.
Ezekiel began his career in
customer service through the
retail industry. He quickly worked
his way into management. After
16 years in retail, and some life
changes, Ezekiel left his career
in retail and began pursuing a
new career opportunity with the
scheduling freedom and growth
opportunities that COUNTRY
Financial could provide.
In his free time, Ezekiel enjoys
spending his free time with his
children and his girlfriend. They
enjoy taking adventures, hiking,
camping, and exploring the
outdoors. He also enjoys quiet
evenings at home playing board
games, video games, and watching
movies.

While life gets busy, he
makes time to visit his parents,
ten siblings, and extended
family. Ezekiel is avidly
looking for opportunities to
impact his community, through
volunteering at his children’s
school, and connecting with his
church’s youth group.
Upon arriving with COUNTRY
Financial, he has quickly realized
the unique opportunities that
this profession has given him,
including how to help people with
genuine interest and love.
Ezekiel is excited to provide
customers with a real relationship
through being their insurance
agent and looks forward to
providing them with all of the
information they need to get
started with insurance products
and service needs.
He is located in the COUNTRY
Financial office in the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Building
alongside Agency Office Assistant
Kelly Kish and Agency Manager
Phil Hasz. He can be reached
via phone at 815-756-8026 or
via email at Ezekiel.Scott@
countryfinancial.com.

“One thing I appreciate about
being an agent is being involved
in the community and caring
for my neighbors. I have found
it to be fulfilling to care for
the community by providing
important knowledge and
understanding surrounding
insurance products and
services. I look forward to each
opportunity I get, which is a
driving factor in my motivation at
work every day.”
Ezekiel Scott

Life insurance policies issued by
COUNTRY Life Insurance Company®
and COUNTRY Investors Life
Assurance Company®, Bloomington,
Illinois. ■
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USDA extends deadline for Spot Market Hog Pandemic Program
Hog producers who sold hogs through a spot market sale during the
COVID-19 pandemic now have until April 15 to submit their applications for
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Spot Market Hog Pandemic
Program (SMHPP). SMHPP, which is part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance
for Producers initiative, originally had a deadline to submit applications by
Feb. 25.
SMHPP assists hog producers who sold hogs through a spot market sale
from April 16, 2020, through September 1, 2020, the period during which
these producers faced the greatest reduction in market prices due to the
pandemic. USDA is offering SMHPP in response to a reduction in packer
production and supply chain issues due to the COVID-19 pandemic, which
resulted in fewer negotiated hogs being procured and subsequent lower
market prices.
In response to stakeholder feedback and analysis of the program to date,
USDA will be making adjustments to clarify the definition of a spot market
sale and to hog eligibility, while including documentation requirements to
prevent erroneous payments. USDA will also be announcing those updates
soon and wants to assure hog producers that there will be ample time to
submit their applications for assistance.
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Applying for Assistance - Eligible
hog producers can apply for SMHPP by
completing the FSA-940, Spot Market
Hog Pandemic Program application.
Visit farmers.gov/smhpp to learn
more.
Contact the Sycamore Service
Center to set up an in-person or phone
appointment, 815-756-3234, ext. 2.
Additionally, more information related
to USDA’s response and relief for
producers can be found at farmers.
gov/coronavirus. ■

News provided by offices in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture

Conservation Coffee with SWCD scheduled in March
The DeKalb County Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) and
NRCS will be hosting local forums
throughout DeKalb County at the end
of March. Their goal is to visit three
areas of the county and talk about
local conservation issues in those
areas.
Topics could include drainage,
cover crops, watershed planning,
conservation programs, conservation
practices, soil health or nutrient loss.
“We want to have a very informal
discussion on what is occurring in

their backyards,” says Dean Johnson,
Executive Director with the local
SWCD.
Each forum will be from 9 to 10:30
a.m. with coffee and doughnuts
provided.
The three different locations are:
March 28, at Calvary Lutheran
Church, 19 Perry Road, Lee, 9-10:30
a.m.
March 29, at Larson Farms Office,
17520 Keslinger Rd., Maple Park,
9-10:30 a.m.
March 30, at Paul and Linda

Kuhn’s Farm Shop, 13940 Birch Rd.,
Genoa, 9-10:30 a.m.
Please contact the SWCD if you plan
to attend at 815-756-3234, ext. 3 or
email Dean.Johnson@il.nacdnet.net. ■

Signup for PFC Cost Share, deadline set for April 22
The DeKalb County SWCD is
holding a spring signup until April
22 for cost share funds available for
use in 2022 and 2023.
Partners for Conservation (PFC) is
a cost share program funded by the
Illinois Department of Agriculture
(IDOA) and administered by local
SWCDs. It is a program that offers
financial assistance to landowners

by reimbursing them for a portion
of the cost of installing eligible
practices that help protect natural
resources on and off their land.
Some of the practices available
include waterways, vegetative filter
strips, pollinator seedings, cover
crops, strip-till and well sealings.
PFC allows SWCDs to reimburse
landowners for up to 75% of the

county’s established average cost
for specific practices.
If you are interested in filling out
an application or learning more
about the program, please contact
the SWCD office for assistance.
They would be happy to set up a
site visit and address your issues
and find appropriate resources for
you. ■

Spring Rain Barrels now available from SWCD
The DeKalb County Soil and
Water Conservation District is
offering a special spring rain barrel
sale to promote water conservation
and watershed health in DeKalb

County.
All rain barrels (55-gallons) are
being sold at $65 (regularly $80)
and will include an informational
pamphlet and a unique DeKalb
County Watersheds decal for each
order, while supplies last. Available
colors include black, grey, blue, and
terra cotta.
Orders will be taken up to April
22. Order forms are available at:
swcdekalbil.org.
Each order must be paid in full at
time of order.
Pick up day will be Saturday, April
30 from 8 to 11 a.m. at the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Building.
If you have questions pertaining
to any of these SWCD programs,
contact Jeff Woodyatt at 815-7563234, ext. 3. ■

Spring Fish Sale orders
due March 25 at SWCD
The DeKalb County SWCD is
happy to be holding its biannual
Spring Fish Sale. Order forms are
available on the SWCD website at
www.swcdekalbil.org.
All fish orders are due by March
25, this includes orders with
triploid grass carp. Fish pick-up
will be Saturday, April 9 from 8
a.m. to 9:30 a.m. in the parking
lot of the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau Center for Agriculture. ■
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GRAIN SAFETY

APRIL 4–8

2022

STAND UP 4

Photo:
Central
Valley
Ag Ag
Photo:
Central
Valley

GRAIN SAFETY

5
6
7

Control the accumulation of grain dust through housekeeping
Do not enter a bin where grain is built up on the side

Use a safety harness and anchored lifeline when entering a bin

#StandUp4GrainSafety
#StandUp4GrainSafety
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••

BLUE - Pantone 288
BLUE
- Pantone
288
GREEN
- Pantone
356
GREEN - Pantone 356

standup4grainsafety.org
standup4grainsafety.org

••

1-800-321-OSHA (6742)
(6742)
1-800-321-OSHA

OSHA
3967-01
2022
OSHA
3967-01
2022
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LUBRICANTS PROPANE


DELIVERED
Whether your need is to power and protect equipment,
dry grain, or heat your home or livestock operation, FS Energy is the
answer. We focus on reliable supply, efficient solutions, and dependable service
regardless the product we supply. The only thing better than our products is our people.

815-334-5950

conservfs.com

Bringing you what’s next ™

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178
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