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Mi Familia
Farm Bureau is family. 
To begin the year, American Farm Bureau celebrated its 104th 

Annual Meeting in Puerto Rico with the theme, “Mi Familia,” 
meaning my family. At this meeting, thousands of Farm Bureau 
family members, including me, convened to support our farm 
organization.  

American Farm Bureau has set it goals and policy for 2023 
and is prepared to face the challenges and represent members 
in the new year. So has the Illinois Farm Bureau and DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau. 

At DeKalb County Farm Bureau, our goals for the coming 
year are: to be a continued resource for our members, a voice for 
agriculture, and to provide membership programs and services 
for our members.  

Already we have several farm meetings set for the winter 
months. If you need to be trained to handle anhydrous ammonia 
you can accomplish this on Feb. 22. Or if you need to renew 
your Pesticide Applicators License you can do that on Feb. 8 
or March 8. In addition, we will continue to be that voice for 

agriculture as farm and agribusiness people educate our youth 
about agriculture through Ag In The Classroom this winter and 
spring.

In our 111-year history of DeKalb County Farm Bureau, I 
can’t help but think of all of the families that have been and 
continue to be members. That’s why “Mi Familia” is so fitting. 
Farm Bureau is family and in some way we are all connected 
to agriculture.  

Wishing our Farm Bureau families a healthy and Happy 
New Year! ■

New magazine schedule
Starting in 2023, the Farm Bureau 

CONNECTIONS magazine will change 
to a bimonthly publication. Members will 
receive the magazine six times during the 
year, with each issue being a combined 
two months. This first issue represents the 
months of January and February.

Farm Bureau staff will continue to 
provide a top quality magazine which 
will feature what’s happening on DeKalb 
County farms, farm-to-food information, 
membership benefits and services, and Farm 
Bureau and agricultural news. ■ 
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Find the kernel and win!
Let’s see if you can find the corn kernel 

(resembling the one here) in this month’s 
issue of our magazine and be eligible to 
win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-756-
6361, by Feb. 15 for your chance to win. 

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact 
description of the location of the kernel 
on that page. You will also need to include 
your name, address and phone number in 
the email.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the pine cone 
contest was Halie Galitz of Sycamore. 
The pine cone was hidden on page 36 
in the cell phone photo in the December 
CONNECTIONS. ■

Follow us!

 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine 

www.CultivateConnections.org

Farm Bureau Main Site 
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org

Foundation for Agriculture 
www.PlantALegacy.org

Ag Literacy 
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to: 
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
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Barnyard Chickens
Years ago, most every farm had chickens.
Like other farms, we raised chickens as one of our 

protein sources for our family.
The White Leghorn hens weren’t my favorite farm 

animals back then, because those feisty birds would 
peck me once in awhile while I was gathering their 
eggs. And butchering chickens wasn’t my favorite 
job either, as a young girl watching Grandpa or 
Mom do the repugnant task. Then I typically helped 
pluck the scalding feathers off the bird.

But I do have to admit those eggs and that chicken meat were so fresh and tasty!
Grandma and Grandpa raised more chickens than we did. I remember watching 

Grandma candle the eggs and then take them to the grocery store so she had “egg 
money” to spend. 

By the mid-1970s we no longer had chickens on our farm. Similar to other 
livestock farms we became more specialized. Rather than having a little bit of every 
kind of livestock (chickens, ducks, pigs, sheep, ponies, cows) we switched to focus on 
our dairy and pigs.

For this issue I enjoyed learning about the Suter family and how they raised 
chickens on their farms before becoming specialized in the processing part of their 
food business. 

Today most chickens are raised on large-scale farms based on efficiencies and 
economies of scale. But then again backyard chickens are being allowed in some 
towns. 

Regardless of backyards or barnyards, chickens provide us with meat and eggs and 
are one of agriculture’s most widely consumed commodities. ■

Calendar
FEBRUARY 
Feb. 6  Abraham Lincoln 
Portrayed by Kevin Wood 
Prime Timers Program/Lunch 
12-Noon 
$8, Register by Jan. 31

Feb. 8  Pesticide Testing 
for farmers 
9 a.m. – Noon  
Register with IL Dept. of Ag

Feb. 22  Anhydrous Ammonia 
Training for farmers 
9 a.m. – Noon  
Register by Feb. 21

MARCH 
March 6  Big Band Memories 
By Steve Cooper 
Prime Timers Program/Lunch 
12-Noon 
$8, Register by Feb. 28

March 8  Pesticide Testing 
for farmers 
9 a.m. – Noon  
Register with IL Dept. of Ag

March 20  DCFB Annual Meeting 
For “M” farmer members 
9:30 a.m.

March 23  Piano Man 
White Pines Theatre, Mt. Morris 
Depart FB at 10:30 a.m.

Farm Bureau Office Hours
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Call 815-756-6361.
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Chicken Clucks
Which came first the chicken or the egg? 

This old riddle has sparked discussions for years.  
It’s such a tricky question because you need a  
chicken to lay an egg, but chickens come  
from eggs. 

Regardless, chickens are farm animals which  
provide us with meat and eggs!

Here’s some fun facts about chickens: 

• On average, a hen (female chicken) can lay  
about 1 egg per day.

• Chickens are the most common bird. There  
are more chickens in the world than any  
other bird.

• Chickens cluck after they lay an egg. They  
may lay white, brown, blue or green eggs.  
These eggs have the same nutritional value 
regardless of their color.

• Chickens have 3 eyelids. 

• Chickens see living color and also ultraviolet light.

• Chickens can run up to 9 miles per hour. 

Why higher egg prices? 

Egg prices are up 60% over last year. But why? It’s due 
to the avian influenza, known as the bird flu. There’s 
been an 11% reduction in chickens from birds being 
directly hit with the disease or producers forced to 
depopulate to get the disease under control. ■            

Source: USDA

By the
 NUMBERS



The Year of the Farmer
We Are The 96%

96% of Illinois farms are run by 
families.

That’s one of the distinct 
messages of a new Illinois Farm 
Families campaign being launched 
soon. Illinois agriculture groups 
have designated 2023 as the “Year 
of the Farmer” to promote this 
statistic.

The campaign hopes to debunk a 
consumer survey indicating people 
believe corporations run most 
farms and that families only run 
47% of the Illinois farms they see. 

The advertising campaign uses 
farm families throughout the state 
to help explain to consumers that 
they own and operate most of the 
farms. Illinois is home to more than 
70,000 family farms. Some of these 
farms and families vary in size 

“Taking good care of the land so 
that future generations can farm it 
has always been a priority for us, 
but the future success of our farm 
also depends on the policies that 
are in place. With less than 2% of 
people being farmers, the reality 
is that those policies are being 
made by people who don’t really 
understand what we do. I hope 
our efforts in sharing our core 
values helps shape a prosperous 
future for my children and 
grandchildren.”      Dan Sanderson

from small to large, but the  
fact is running these  
farms is their livelihood.

Another component of the 
campaign is to build trust among 
consumers. So when  
consumers go to the  
grocery store they know  
most of their food is  
coming from family  
farmers.

One of the families  
being featured in the  
campaign is the  
Dan and Hattie  
Sanderson family  
of rural Clare,  
in central  
DeKalb County.  
The Sandersons  
operate a grain and  
livestock farm with  
their son, Trent and  
daughter, Rosie. 

The campaign first airs  
on TV during the Super  
Bowl (Feb. 12) in several  
Illinois markets. It will run  
in the Rockford market on FOX 
during the first half of the Super 
Bowl. It will also be aired via 
streaming services in the Chicago 
market in early February. The 
full campaign, with more TV ads, 
will launch in April and will run 
in every Illinois market.

The ag groups backing this 
campaign are: the Illinois Farm 
Bureau, Illinois Corn, Illinois 
Soybean Association, Illinois  
Beef Association and Midwest 
Dairy. ►
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We’re declaring 2023 as the Year of the Farmer to show our appreciation to you, 
and to show consumers exactly who’s behind their food. During the biggest game 
in football, watch for the ad featuring Illinois farmers and one powerful message: 
96% of Illinois farms are still owned and operated by families, just like yours.

Why the 96%? 
Scan the code to learn more.

2.12.23

}

1304-006-22_FarmWeeklyAd-Full.indd   31304-006-22_FarmWeeklyAd-Full.indd   3 12/14/22   1:54 PM12/14/22   1:54 PM
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the

Greetings! Since I am a new face in this magazine, I would like to 
introduce myself.

I was born and raised on a farm in Clare – about eight miles west of 
Sycamore. I can’t remember a time when I wasn’t involved in helping 
with the cattle and pigs we had on pasture. My family also grows crops, 
but my interest was always with the animals! 

Similarly to most farm kids, I was heavily involved in 4-H and 
eventually FFA during my high school years. My 4-H club was called 
the Esmond Echos and my projects included a little bit of baking and art, 
and a lot of showing cattle and pigs. I have very fond memories of long 
summers spent at the county fairs.

My first year in 4-H I can remember starting with a bucket calf named 
Wise Guy. She was half Angus and half Holstein. We didn’t know it then, 

but Wise Guy would end up being 
the start of an entire herd of cattle 
for our farm! She was with us for 
16 years and was one of our best 
cows. She had more than one set of 
twins over the years, and was happy 
to share her abundant Holstein milk 
production with any orphaned calves 
that may have needed her. 

As my college years approached, I knew I wanted to do something 
in agriculture, but I didn’t know exactly what. I decided to study 

Agriculture/
Animal Science 
at Illinois State 
University where 
I earned my 
bachelor’s degree 
and eventually 
my first job 
at the Illinois 
Corn Growers 
Association. 
I learned a 
lot about 
agribusiness in 
that role, and  
even more about 
my own passion 
for communications. 

Strong Roots

Rosie (Sanderson) Trump farms with 
her family in Clare where they raise 
grain and livestock and sell locally 
raised freezer meats. She also continues 
her career in ag marketing and 
communications.

In total, I spent seven years in 
central Illinois before my roots 
pulled me back home to Clare. In 
fact, I landed back on a farm just 
down the road from where I grew 
up.

Professionally, my career 
is focused in marketing and 
communication for both 
agricultural and non-agricultural 
organizations. I have spent many 
years advocating for farmers by 
communicating directly with 
consumers, and it is still something 
I am passionate about today. 

I feel so blessed to be raising my 
own kids here in DeKalb County 
with the same values I grew up 
with. They are watching us as we 
grow a direct-to-consumer farm 
business where we can interact 
directly with consumers and listen 
to conversations about how and 
why we do what we do. 

I am looking forward to sharing 
a little bit of our farm life with you 
in the coming months. We care 
so greatly about what we do, and 
I hope that comes through in the 
pages of this magazine. 

Until next time! ■ 

I can’t remember a time when I 
wasn’t involved in helping with the 
cattle and pigs… I feel so blessed 
to be raising my own kids here 
in DeKalb County with the same 
values I grew up with.

Rosie Trump
At a young age my brother, Trent, and I would help with the 
cattle chores on our family farm.
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O F  T H E  Y O U N G  F A R M E R S ,  
3 6 %  A R E  F E M A L E  F A R M E R S .

M O S T  Y O U N G  F A R M E R S  H A V E  
F A R M E D  1 0  O R  F E W E R  Y E A R S .

YOUNG FARMERS IN AG

O F  F A R M E R S  A R E  Y O U N G
F A R M E R S .

Sources: USDA, NASS, Ag Census 2017 

O F  Y O U N G  F A R M E R S
H A V E  A  J O B  O U T S I D E  O F
F A R M I N G .

I N  1 0  U . S .  F A R M E R S  A R E
3 5  Y E A R S  O R  Y O U N G E R .

9%

65%

1

Men and women 35 years and younger who farm
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FARM COUNTRY

Get trained now for anydrous ammonia certification
All growers or grower farm 

operations that transport or apply 
anhydrous ammonia, or otherwise 
maintain anhydrous ammonia 
equipment are required to be certified 
with the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture.

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
and Conserv FS are cosponsoring 
an in-person Anhydrous Training 
for certification on Wednesday, Feb. 
22. The training will take place at the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Building 
from 9 to 11 a.m. 

The training will help individuals 
understand:

•  Properties of ammonia
•  Competentcy in safe operating 

practices
•  How to take appropriate actions in 

the event of a leak or emergency
•  Personal protective equipment and 

first aid
•  Transportation safety.

Pesticide applicator testing for farmers in February & March
Farmers who need to renew their 

private pesticide applicator license have 
an opportunity at the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture.

In-person testing is scheduled for 
Wednesdays, Feb. 8, and March 8.

The Illinois Department of Agriculture 
will offer pesticide applicator testing 
from 9 a.m. until noon in the Farm 
Bureau Auditorium. This is a test-only 
session.

To register for the in-person testing go 

to the Illinois Department of Agriculture 
website: https://www2.illinois.gov/
sites/agr/Pesticides/Pages/in-person-
testing.aspx.

Farmers are required to renew their 
Illinois private pesticide applicator 
license every three years. The license is 
needed for farmers who use restricted-
use pesticides.

The fee for the private pesticide 
applicator license is $30.

For more information contact the 

   Training is for individuals who 
transport or handle anhydrous ammonia 
– farmers/growers, farm employees, 
family members, others who help.

Growers are not required to be 
certified to purchase anhydrous 
ammonia, but are required to be 
certified for handling and transporting. 
Certification is good for three years.

There is no cost for the training. 

Coffee and donuts will be provided.
Rob Kinsch, Agronomy Operations 

Manager with Conserv FS, will be the 
training instructor. 

To register for the Anhydrous 
Training, contact the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau, 815-756-6361, by Feb. 21.  

For those who prefer online training 
go to: https://onenet.illinois.gov/page.
aspx?item=128037. ■

Illinois Department of Agriculture, 815-
787-5476. The Department of Ag offers 
testing year-round at its DeKalb office or 
farmers may complete testing online. ■

Notice is hereby given that the 
Annual Business Meeting of the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau will 
be held on Monday, March 20 at 
9:30 a.m. in the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Building, Sycamore, 
IL to receive reports of the tellers 
of election for directors for the past 
year; and if approved, confirm the 
reports of the officers for the year 
ending Dec. 31, 2022 and any other 
business that may properly come 
before the meeting. ■

                    Roy Plote, Secretary

DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Annual Meeting Notice
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FARM COUNTRY

FBFM Analysis Meeting: DeKalb County Ag Year in Review
Last year’s farm year was a good 

one for local farmers. FBFM has the 
numbers to prove it.

Scott Newport will present an Ag 
Year in Review at the Farm Business 
Farm Management (FBFM) Analysis 
Meeting on Wednesday, March 22 at 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.

The FBFM specialist will offer his 
analysis of 2022 farm data for FBFM 
cooperators, including corn and 
soybean yields and farm earnings. He 
will also provide cooperators with 
individual comparative analysis with 
the distribution of handouts.

The FBFM meeting begins at 10 

a.m. in the Farm Bureau Theater.  
The meeting will also feature a guest 
speaker. 

Lunch will be provided at noon. 
For lunch reservations, contact 
Newport at Newport@fbfm.org. 

The FBFM meeting is open to all 
interested persons. ■

Rules for the Road Trucking Seminar held in March
Illinois Farm Bureau will host a 

series of two-hour programs focusing 
on transportation laws and regulations 
as they pertain to the agricultural 

industry throughout the state. 
The closest seminars to DeKalb 

County are on March 9 at LaSalle 
County Farm Bureau in Ottawa at 

6 p.m. and March 14 in Kane 
County at More Brewing Co., 
Huntley, beginning at 5:30 p.m.

The Rules for the Road 
Seminar will cover recent 
changes, as well as some of 
the more established but still 
misunderstood rules. Topics will 
include the USDOT Number, 
UCR registration, Entry Level 
Driver Training, and driver’s 
license classifications, to name 
a few. 

In addition, one of the events 
will also be broadcast virtually 
on March 1 at 6 p.m. 

“These presentations take 
a closer look at the rules and 

provide an opportunity for farmers to 
ask ag-related trucking questions that 
they can’t seem to find clear answers 
for,” said Rodney Knittel, IFB 
Assistant Director of Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

Knittel specializes in farm 
transportation issues and will lead the 
seminar series and will be joined by 
Illinois enforcement agencies. 

Rules for the Road seminars are 
open to all Illinois Farm Bureau 
members. Attendance is free, courtesy 
of the county Farm Bureaus and 
Illinois Farm Bureau, but advance 
registration is required. 

Please call the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau to reserve your place at the 
Rules for the Road Seminar by March 
6, 815-756-6361. DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau will cover member 
meeting expenses for attending. ■

Certified Livestock Manager Training held at Farm Bureau
Livestock farms who need 

to renew their Illinois Certified 
Livestock Manager certificate 
can attend a training session at 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Building.

The workshop training on 
Thursday, Feb. 9 starts at 9 a.m. 
and concludes at 12:30 p.m. 
Additional time should be allowed to 
take an exam if one is needed.

Fee is $40 (each additional 

participant $30) and the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture’s 
certification fee is $30. Certification 
is good for three years.

Registration is required. To 
register online and for more 
information, visit go.illinois.edu/
CLMT.

For 2023, both the paper-
based and online tests will have 
50 questions. An individual must 
answer 70% of the questions 

correctly to pass. A Spanish version 
of the test is available.

If you cannot attend a workshop, 
online training and testing are 
available year-round and follow 
the same format as the in-person 
workshops.

The workshop is being sponsored 
by the University of Illinois 
Extension and testing is provided 
by the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture. ■
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Kevin Faivre is a 5th generation farmer and raises 
pigs, corn and soybeans. Kevin and his wife Liz 
and children Alex and Joe reside on their farm in 
rural Malta.

Q: Our winters can be bitter cold, so how do you keep 
your animals warm?

A: Temperature-controlled barns with some added 
insulation keep our pigs warm and healthy during 
the cold winter months. 

Tropical vacation? Who needs that when you have heated hog 
barns to go into everyday! 

Keeping our livestock warm is an important part of our daily 
chores in winter. My wife, Liz, has been known to tell people: 
“The barns are warmer than I can keep my house!”

 I am fortunate to have some modern technology to 
keep the pigs warm in my barns. 

There are three main things which heat and cool my barns 
– curtains, outside fans, and heaters. My barns are curtain-
sided barns which mean they have a thick plastic side that runs 
the full length of two sides of the barn. These curtains are run 
automatically by the temperature-control units in the barns. 

I will also add some insulation to the west side of the barns 
on the inside of the curtains. The insulation I use is a shiny 
bubble wrap that looks like a pool cover. This helps reflect heat 
back into my barns to keep the pigs warm. I will put this extra 
insulation up around Thanksgiving and leave it in there until 

the end of February. 
If I have smaller pigs 

in my barns (which need 
to be kept warmer) I will 
add insulation to the east 
side of the barn. Smaller 
pigs will give off less 
body heat so we do our 
best to make sure the 
barns are sealed up. 

These temperature-
control units also run 
large fans outside of the 
barn that will suck warm 
air out and pull fresh 

cooler air in through vents in the ceiling. The 
fans are on an automatic speed controller that 
will speed the fan up if it is getting too warm 
in the barns and slow the fan down when it’s 
getting cool. If we have some warm days in 
winter and the fans are not able to cool the 
barns completely, my control boxes will send 
a signal to the controllers that will lower my 
curtains to help cool the barn then raise them 
when needed.

If the barns need some additional heat, I 
have two heaters that run off propane which 
will provide supplemental heat. With 1,000 
pigs in my barn, body heat usually helps. As 
the pigs gain more weight the less the heaters 
will run. With young pigs weighing 45-55 
pounds, the barn needs to be about 68 degrees. 
As the pigs grow, I will lower that temp down 
slowly until the barns are at a nice 62 degrees. 
A slow temperature change is needed so the 
pigs don’t get sick. 

So my pigs are comfortable during these 
cold winter days in my heated barn compared 
to years ago when my dad and grandpa raised 
pigs outdoors, which was much harder on 
their health and well-being. ■

Kevin Faivre
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Keeping livestock warm,  
a winter challenge
Oh baby, it’s cold outside! While the snow is blowing and the 
temperatures drop farmers make sure their livestock is protected from 
the elements during the winter months. 

In the winter, cattle, sheep and horses grow their own winter 
coats. As days get shorter, horses and cows grow long, coarse hair all 
over their bodies. They naturally have the insulating properties of a 
layer of blubber (fat) under the skin. It’s like having a heavy winter 
coat on to keep them warm. 

If a cow has a dry, heavy winter coat, she can withstand temperatures 
below 20ºF before feeling any cold stress.

Farmers take extra care of their livestock by having a good feed 
supply available for them, shielding them from wind and rain with 
shelter; providing bedding to insulate them from the ground; and 
having an adequate supply of water available. ■
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Applications for the Joe Barshinger Ag Scholarship are now available. 
This scholarship was established in 2020 by the Barshinger family in 

memory of the late Joe Barshinger, a lifelong grain and livestock farmer 
who farmed in Shabbona and Waterman and was an avid supporter of youth.

The Joe Barshinger Memorial Scholarship is for graduating seniors from 
Indian Creek High School. Applicant must also be a member of the FFA 
Chapter or a 4-H Club.

One, $1,000 scholarship will be awarded to a deserving student who plans 
to attend a community college, university or trade school. Applicant must 
also be majoring in a field of agriculture. 

The scholarship will be administered 
by the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Foundation and will follow similar 
guidelines as other Foundation 
scholarships. To qualify, the applicants’ 
parents must be members of the Farm 
Bureau. 

Selection of the Joe Barshinger 
Scholarship recipient will be based on 
academics (2.5+ GPA), school activities, 
leadership, and community service.  

Indian Creek students may apply 
online at: www.PlantALegacy.org/
scholarships. 

Scholarship deadline is Thursday, 
April 6. ■

Barshinger Scholarship for Indian Creek Students

Seniors selected for this scholarship 
will be awarded $1,200 scholarships.

The scholarship application form is 
available at: www.PlantALegacy.org. 

Students will need to complete 
the application and submit online. A 
high school transcript and academic 
information is also required from high 
school counselors.  

The complete application is due by 
Thursday, April 6.

“The Dekalb County Farm Bureau 
Senior Scholarship has helped me 
to pursue my degree in finance at 
Nor thern Illinois University. This 
generous support aided me with my 
first year tuition and allowed me to 
focus on my studies!”

High School Seniors may apply for 
college scholarships 

High school seniors can apply now 
for the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Foundation Senior Scholarships. 

The Foundation will grant five 
scholarships to deserving high school 
seniors pursuing a college education in 
any field of study. 

High school seniors who will be 
attending a two or four-year college, 
university or vocational/technical school 
in the fall of 2023 are eligible to apply. 

To be eligible, a student’s immediate 
family must be a member in good 
standing of the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau.  

Senior Scholarship selection is 
based on academics, leadership, and 
community service. 

Heidi Wood of Sycamore was one of the 
2022 recipients of the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Senior Scholarship. She is a 
freshman at NIU.

Farm Bureau Senior Scholarships offered in 2023

IAA scholarships
Illinois Farm Bureau® (IFB) 

members and their children are 
encouraged to apply for 100 
college scholarships offered by 
the IAA Foundation, Illinois Farm 
Bureau’s charitable arm. 

The scholarships range from 
$1,000 to $7,500.

All applicants must be current 
high school seniors or students 
already enrolled at an accredited 
college or university. Scholarships 
are awarded for exceptional 
academics, leadership experiences 
and community service. 

 A full listing of available 
scholarships and eligibility 
guidelines is available on the 
Foundation website, www.
iaafoundation.org. 

 For more information, contact 
the IAA Foundation at 309-557-
2232, or e-mail Jennifer Smith at 
jsmith@ilfb.org. 

The application must be 
completed online by Feb. 15. ■ Joe Barshinger

Other Farm Bureau Foundation 
scholarships will offered in the spring 
for current college students. ■



SCHOLARSHIPS

Barshinger Scholarship for Indian Creek Students

Ag-related scholarships for local students
Check out these college scholarships for students studying agriculture

DeKalb County SWCD Scholarships
The DeKalb County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)

provides scholarship opportunities for 2023. Scholarship information and 
applications are posted on their website www.swcdekalbil.org under the 
News/Events tab. 

Soil and Water Stewardship Scholarship - The Soil and 
Water Stewardship Scholarship seeks to provide financial support 
to students enrolled fulltime at an accredited two or four-year 
community college, or university, which will lead to a career in a 
natural resource field. 

The scholarship will be awarded in amounts up to $1,000. Scholarship 
money may be used for tuition, fees, books, supplies and/or equipment 
required for courses. 

Application deadline is Feb.15. 
Mail application to: Winnebago County SWCD, 4833 Owen Center 

Rd. Rockford IL 61101-6007 or email NEILStewardship@gmail.com.
Simonson Scholarship - The DeKalb County Soil and Water 

Conservation District will be awarding one DeKalb County high school 
graduating senior with a $1,000 scholarship. The scholarship is intended 
to help a student that is interested in pursuing a career in agriculture, the 
environment, or land use.

Criteria for the scholarship includes: resident of DeKalb County, 
high school graduating senior, and enrolled as a full-time freshman at a 
college.

The Simonson Scholarship is offered by the DeKalb County SWCD to 
recognize the Simonson family’s commitment in support of agriculture 
and the environment, and in the promotion of sound land use practices.

Deadline for application is March 31.
For more information regarding scholarships, please call the DeKalb 

County SWCD Office at 815-756-3234, ext. 3. ■

Compeer Scholarships
Compeer Financial is now accepting applications for its High School 

Senior Scholarship program. 
Graduating high school seniors selected for the Compeer Scholarships 

will be awarded $1,500 scholarships. 
The Compeer Financial Scholarship Program is designed for students 

who will major in agriculture or an agriculture-related field, or have 
an agricultural or rural background. Students who plan on attending a 
college, university or technical school are eligible.

To qualify, graduating seniors must live in Compeer Financial’s 144-
county territory and have a 3.0 or higher GPA. 

Scholarship recipients are selected based on a combination of 
academic achievement, agricultural and community youth organization 
involvement and essays. 

To apply, students should visit www.compeer.com to download the 
application form.

Applications must be received by March 15. ■ 

DeKalb County 4-H Scholarship
The DeKalb County 4-H Foundation 

offers a scholarship for current or 
past DeKalb County 4-H members. 
Applicants must be high school seniors 
or in an approved post-high school 
educational program (junior college, 
4-year university, trade school, etc.). 

The recipient will receive a $500 
scholarship.

Apply at: https://extension.illinois.
edu/bdo/4-h-dekalb-county.

Applications are due April 28. ■

John Buck Memorial Scholarship 
Applications are now being 

accepted for the John Buck Memorial 
Scholarship. High school students in 
DeKalb, Kane, McHenry, Boone, Lake, 
DuPage or Will County are eligible to 
apply. 

John Buck was the founder of Buck 
Brothers, Inc. and J.W. Turf, dealers 
and distributors of John Deere farm 
equipment and golf course maintenance 
equipment.

Two $1,500 scholarships will be given 
to a high school senior who will be 
pursuing a college education in an ag-
related field.

Applications are available on the 
Kane County Farm Bureau website at 
www.kanecfb.com/scholarships or by 
contacting their Foundation at 630-584-
8660. 

The application deadline is Feb. 15. ■

AGCO Scholarships
AGCO is offering scholarships to 

college students in Illinois.
AGCO has five different scholarships 

ranging from $1,000-$2,500 for ag 
students.

Applications are available on the 
Kane County Farm Bureau website: 
www.kanecfb.com/scholarships or by 
contacting their Foundation at 630-584-
8660.

Application deadline is Feb. 15. ■
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DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture  
Donors 2022

FOUNDATION

Named Endowment ($50,000+)

Allan & Ruth Aves
In Memory of Arden & Dorothy Baie
DeKalb County Soil & Water  
  Conservation District
Tom & Joan Fenstermaker
In Memory of Raymond & Frances Katz
Terry & Sherrie Martin Family 
In Memory of James E. Montgomery
In Memory of Leonard & Vivian Nelson
Russell & Berni Schelkopf Family
In Memory of George W. “Bill” & Ann 
  Marie Stanley
Bob & Norma Wildenradt & Family

Legacy Gift ($10,000-$49,999)

Allan & Ruth Aves
Babson Farms
Ken & Glennie Barshinger
In Memory of Joe Barshinger
Ed & Vicki Eggers
In Memory of Wilder & Martha Fay
GRAINGER 
Darwin & Melody Hall
In Memory of Jeff Hartmann
In Memory of Albert O. Johnson
KishHealth System
Terry & Sherrie Martin
Bill & Bonnie Mullins
In Memory of Orville A. Olson
In Memory of Charles H. Orr
Robert & Jo Ann Skabo
In Memory of Peggy Vaughan
Jim & Sue Walter
In Memory of Tom Warren

Growing Acres ($1,000-$9,999)

A & P Grain Systems
America’s Farmers Grow Communities 
  Monsanto Fund
America’s Farmers Grow Communities 
  Bayer Fund/Colleen Marshall
America’s Farmers Grow Communities   
  Bayer Fund/Ken Stark
In Memory of Eddie Arndt
Babson Farms
Christina Bagwill
Banner Up Signs–Kuhn Family
Bayer Crop Science
Jerry & Sue Bemis

Steve Bemis
Richard M. & Della Bend
In Memory of Ralph & Irene Boesche
CHS – Rochelle
ComEd
Compeer Financial
Conserv FS
Ed & Juli Cowan
Doug & Nancy Dashner
Bill & Julenne Davey
Dayton & Old Elm Farms
DeKalb Ag Alumni Association
DeKalb County COUNTRY Financial 
DeRaedt Seed
In Memory of Floyd & Marge Drendel
Steve & Vickie Drendel
Vernon & Shirley Drendel
Enbridge Energy
Landon & Colleen Faivre
Vince & Jerilyn Faivre
In Memory of Roy Fenstermaker, Sr.
First National Bank
First State Bank
In Memory of John & Charlotte Gallagher
Joyce Gardner
Bob & Ann Gilmore
David & Lori Gilmore
Jack & Marcia Goodrich
In Memory of Marcia Goodrich
In Memory of Lisa Boltz Hanson
In Memory of Jeff Hartmann
Heartland Bank & Trust Co.
Donald & Saundra Huftalin
Robert & Ann Hutcheson
Gail P. Johnson
In Memory of Gordon & Janette Jones
Lewis & Hilary Josephs
In Memory of Roger Klein
Ronald G. Klein
Paul & Linda Kuhn
Donald Mack
Bruce & Kathy Maunder
Gerald & Mary Lynn McArtor
In Memory of Robert T. Merriman
Mullins Farms
William, Bonnie & Robert Mullins
Jim & Judy Myers
In Memory of Leonard E. Nelson
Ron & Julie Ness
In Memory of Dorothy & James Nolan, Jr.

Carol Boston O’Shaughnessy
In Memory of Alexis Paulsen
Pipestone
In Memory of Richard E. Pitstick
Elvin & Betty Plapp
Roy & Janet Plote
In Memory of Joe & Elsie Quinn
Marjorie Rasmussen
Paul & Connie Rasmussen
Douglas & Lynn Roberts Family 
Elsie Sanford
Scott & Kathryn Schroeder
Paul & Mary Schweitzer
In Memory of Robert Schweitzer
Patricia A. Smith
Sally Stevens
In Memory of Kenneth Stoddard
In Memory of Beverly & Archie Tuntland
Mark Tuttle
In Memory of Bob Twombly
David & Peggy Vaughan 
In Memory of Tom Warren
Frank Willis
In Memory of Bob & Helen Willrett
In Memory of Dave & Nancy Wirsing
M. Nadine Zimmerman

The Giving Field ($200-$500 Annually)

Jerry & Sue Bemis
Boehne Farms
Boehne Farms Trucking
Mark & Rhodora Collins
Adele deWerff Stevens
Ben Drake 
Scott & Tara Drake
Dan & Jennifer Hoffman
Yvonne Johnson
Tracy & Beth Jones
Dan & Maylan Kenney
Ray & Carol Larson
Greg & Marci Millburg
Bob & Mary Pritchard
Carol Quinn
Trent & Elizabeth Sanderson
Roger Steimel
Jim & Marcia Stoddard
David Vaughan
Jamie & Kristen Walter
Hank & Jan Wassmann
Jim & Mariam Wassmann ►

14      CONNECTIONS    January/February 2023



FOUNDATION

Cultivating Paths (General Fund)
A & P Grain Systems
Leonard & Sharon Abell
Lowell Akers
Brian Bend
Bethany Animal Hospital
Kathy Bock
Jeanetta Boughton
Jerry & Linda Busby
Beau & Lynn Byington
Ed & Juli Cowan
Dan & Karen Cribben
John & Janice Docherty
David & Linda Drake
Carl F. Dumoulin
Landon & Colleen Faivre
Steve & Pat Faivre
Dawn Felix
Jennifer Flint
Norman & Marion Gilbert
Nathan & Kim Gudmunson
Bruce & Donna Hardesty
John & Anne Hart
Jerry & Diane Helland
James K. & Loretta M. Hipple Family
Charles & Joan Hoyt
Dan & Claudia Hueber
Craig Johnson
James & Lois Johnson
Kathleen Johnson
Ron & Barb Johnson
Bob Jordal
Lewis & Hilary Josephs
Janet Kessler
Maria Krpan
Dolly Lamb
Norm & Barb Larson
Shelley Lawson
Gary Leonard
Arthur Lloyd
George & Harriet Malek
Joyce McConkey
Linda Merriman
Tracy Mobley
Greg & Courtney Olson
Henry W. Parke Family Trust 
Richard & Karen Parks
Lyle & Marty Paul
Jeff & Lauri Paulsen
Pitstick & Associates
Kim Roberts
Ursula Sarver
Anna Schelkopf
Berni Schelkopf
Dr. Deborah Schelkopf
Tasha Sims
Andrew Small
Marilyn Steenwyk
Steve & Linda Swenson
Mark Tuttle - In Memory of Janis Sawyer
David Vaughan

Stephen Wassmann
Hope Willrett
Dean & Penny Winterson

Tom & Joan Fenstermaker 
Ag in The Classroom Fund
America’s Farmers Grow Communities    
  Bayer Fund/Ken Stark
Andrew & Jessica Almburg
Babson Farms
Jim & Carol Boesche
Thomas Clausen
Richard & Gail Diehl
Elite Pork
Future Pork
Mark & Laurie Gommel
Mike & Becky Hardt
John Henner
Independence Pork
Dean & Charlene Johnson
Denny & Nancy Johnson
James & Lois Johnson
Kathleen Johnson
LaVerna Johnson
David & Carol Keneway
Barb Lindgren
Brian Maddox
Ken & Sandra Mason
Gene & Nancy Miller
Brian & Lori Moeller
Lane & Joyce Pickwell
Precision Pork
Beth & Dave Prestegaard
Jerry & Ging Smith
Gerald & Joan Stoffregen
Sycamore HS Science Dept. – In 
  Memory of Jim Bridge
Waterman Lions Club
Don Willrett – In Memory of Sandra Marshall
Hope Willrett

DeKalb County SWCD Fund
Jim & Abbie Arndt
Barry & Kris Aves
Mary Jo Cessna
Betty Fewell
Dean & Charlene Johnson
LaVerna Johnson
Dan & Maylan Kenney – In Memory 
  of Richard Bend
Kevin & Colleen Marshall – In Memory 
  of Richard Bend
Kevin & Colleen Marshal – In Memory 
  of Sandra Marshall
Adolph Miller Real Estate
Janet Miller
Beth & Dave Prestegaard
Howard & Rebecca Rosenwinkel – In 
  Memory of Richard Bend
Gary & Connie Shannon – In Memory 
  of Richard Bend

Terry Sweitzer – In Memory of Richard Bend
Don Willrett – In Memory of Richard Bend
Don Willrett – In Memory of Jim Cronin

Scholarship Fund
Stacey & Karlene Dolder
Bob & Ann Gilmore
Mary Lou Miller
Ron & Julie Ness
Michael & Madelyn Paulson
Elsie Sanford
Bob & Jo Ann Skabo
Robert & Deborah Wackerlin

DeKalb Ag Scholarship Fund
Gail P. Johnson

Bob & Norma Wildenradt Ag 
Scholarship Fund
Amanda & Todd Kowalski
 
Joe Barshinger Ag  
Scholarship Fund
Jonie Barshinger
Robert & Bonnie Buchholz
Bill & Julenne Davey
Willard & Dorothy Davey Estate
 
Jeff Hartmann SAI  
Scholarship Fund
Charlie & Marti Brown
Susan & Randy Deihs
Tom & Joan Fenstermaker
Gerald & Nancy Hartmann
David & Carol Keneway
Gene & Nancy Miller
Doug & Kathy Stice
 
Memorial Fund
Diane Bark Memorial
Paul Diedrich Memorial
Shirley Ann Drendel Memorial
Larry Frieders Memorial
Chuck Foster Memorial
Marcia Goodrich Memorial
Robert Hutcheson Memorial
Sandra Marshall Memorial
Robert Maxwell Memorial
Ken Moeller Memorial
Betty Paulsen Memorial 
Alice Paulson Memorial
Jeanne Pritchard Memorial 
Janis Sawyer Memorial ■
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To donate to these and other funds go to: 
PlantALegacy.org or contact the Farm 
Bureau Foundation at 815-756-6361. 



Terry Martin is deeply passionate 
about the rural landscape.

For years he helped preserve and 
restore prairies throughout DeKalb 
County – prairies on his farmstead, 
at local forest preserves and at the 
community college. 

Terry beams with excitement 
talking about prairie grasses and 
forbs that once covered most of 
the county but now exist mostly in 
restored areas.

A prairie advocate and 
experienced educator, his 
knowledge and enthusiasm for 
prairies was imparted to his many 
students over the years.

Beyond the prairies, he also 
appreciates the prairie state’s 
bigger terrain as a conservation-
minded owner of local farmland – 
some farmland that was his wife’s 
family ground and other acreage 
which they acquired over the years. 

Direct affinities to these rural 
landscapes prompted Terry to 
recently endow a gift and start a 

new fund with the 
DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau 
Foundation for 
Agriculture. 

“With my strong 
interest in prairies, 
and my desire 
to conserve the 
soil, water and 
land, it seemed 
appropriate to 
do something 
agricultural 
related in my 
community,” said 
Terry.

The new 
Terry and 
Sherrie Martin 
Community 
Agtivity Fund will provide 
assistance to community programs 
throughout DeKalb County which 
have an ag-related connection.

The new fund may help support 
public prairie and pollinator plots, 

or provide organized educational 
tours of farms and their 
conservation practices, as well 
as assist with other agricultural 
related community activities. ►

Terry and Sherrie Martin established their own prairie 
restoration plot on their rural Waterman farmstead, which 
they enjoyed for many years. 

Pride in the Prairie
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New Terry & Sherrie Martin Community Agtivity Fund



“With my strong interest in 
prairies, and my desire to 
conserve the soil, water and 
land, it seemed appropriate to do 
something agricultural related in 
my community.”  Terry Martin

“Philanthropy is important and 
benefits our community. Those who 
are able and have the resources 
should consider it (the Farm Bureau 
Foundation) as part of their gift-
giving,” stated Terry.

Terry and Sherrie’s philanthropy 
began years ago when he started 
receiving royalties for anatomy and 
physiology college lab manuals 
he wrote for McGraw-Hill, while 
teaching at Kishwaukee College. 
The Martins established scholarship 
funds to benefit college students. 
They provided a substantial gift to 
the college where Terry taught for 
more than 45 years creating the new 
Terry and Sherrie Martin Health 
Careers Wing and funding supplies 
for biology labs and classes.

A few years ago the Martins 
gave a legacy gift to the Farm 
Bureau Foundation, earmarked 

The Martin grandchildren “Enjoy the View” of the prairie at Afton Forest 
Preserve from the memorial bench their family donated in loving memory of 
their grandmother Sherrie. 

for agricultural 
outreach and 
education, and 
another gift 
memorializing 
Sherrie’s parents.

Terry served on 
the Farm Bureau 
Foundation Board 
for many years 
and has been a 
long-time DeKalb 
County Farm 
Bureau member. 

Sherrie was 
raised on a 
farm in rural 
Waterman and 
was also passionate about the rural 
landscape. She established a prairie 
plot at Waterman Elementary 
where she taught for 25 years. She 
also took children on field trips 
to the Afton Forest Preserve and 
incorporated agriculture into her 
lesson plans. For her outstanding 
teaching in conservation, soil and 
water, she earned the Conservation 
Teacher of the Year Award in 1990. 
Sherrie passed away two years ago. 

In loving memory of Sherrie, 
Terry and family provided a 

Terry Martin and his son Ross admire the prairie landscape 
in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau mural. 

memorial bench overlooking the 
prairie at Afton Forest Preserve. 
On the back side of the bench it 
reads, “Enjoy the View”, the view 
that Sherrie enjoyed with her 
students and her family – Terry, 
son Ross, and family.

The Martin family maintains a 
unique pride in the prairie for so 
many reasons. 

To learn more about the Terry  
and Sherrie Martin Family 
Community Agtivity Fund go to: 
PlantALegacy.org. ■
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To Major Food Company
From Chicken Farms

The Suter Company, Farm Bureau’s 
next-door neighbor 

A century ago, Charles Suter bought a farm in 
Palatine, Illinois and began his chicken and egg 
business which would eventually evolve into a 
major food company. 

He called his first farm Atlasta, meaning “at 
last a farm.” Charles moved to the Genoa area 
and bought farms there to raise and process both 
chickens and turkeys for grocery stores and 
restaurants. Eggs were also candled, graded and 
sold to customers.

It wasn’t long before the business was growing 
and Charles changed the name to Bon Terra 
Farms, which was French for “good land” (he 
served in France during World War I). 

He moved his poultry business to Sycamore 
in 1938 and changed the name to Suter Foods. 
Charles sold his farms a few years later to 
concentrate solely on processing chickens for the 
wholesale market. 

In those early years the company eviscerated 
chickens and distributed chicken meat to 
restaurants in Northern Illinois. Slaughtering was 
discontinued at the May Street plant in Sycamore 

and canning began for food service distribution. The plant 
was modernized and mechanized through the years for 
canning chicken and tuna. 

Charles’ college-educated sons, Chuck and George, 
joined the business in the mid-1950s and continued to 
expand operations/product lines including introducing 
a proprietary line of shelf stable entrée salads and 
refrigerated salads. Charles retired by 1960 and passed 
away a decade later.

The May Street plant was the 169th plant in the U.S. 
to gain USDA inspection status, with its P-169 mark of 
inspection in 1956. 

George led the Suter Company for nearly four decades. 
George’s sons, Dan and Tim, began working at Suter 
Foods in their younger years. 

“During my middle school and high school years, I 
worked in every role at the May Street plant,” said Tim. 
“From deboning chickens to the canning line to research. 
After college (Miami University graduate) I was a 
regional sales manager for the company, which helped me 
understand what customers wanted and needed.”

When George retired in 1998 Tim became president of 
The Suter Company at the age of 30. ►

Tim Suter, President of The Suter Company, is the third generation of 
Suter’s to lead the food company based in Sycamore.

Charles Suter founded The Suter Company nearly 100 years 
ago. He is shown here at his desk at the May Street plant.

The Suter Company, Farm Bureau’s next-door neighbor
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As the third generation of Suters, Tim leads the company with 
confidence and conviction. He and his administrative team of 25 work 
closely with their 400 employees to process and package fresh salads 
(chicken, tuna, egg, seafood), snack kits, dips and spreads for their many 
retail chain customers.

Chicken salad is their most popular item which they make at Suter and 
vary the recipe based on what their customer wants. And they use a variety 
of agricultural products as food ingredients in their salads. 

The company has grown their line of refrigerated entrée salads through 
co-pack and private label opportunities. “We have found our niche in the 
food industry,” claims Tim. “Yet our product development team continues 
to try new ideas.”

They also have made major changes to the May Street canning facility 
along with constructing a state-of-the-art production and packaging 
facility and offices on Bethany Road in Sycamore, east of the Farm Bureau 
Building. ►

Charles Suter bought a farm in Palatine and began raising chickens on his Atlasta Farm in 
1925. It was the early beginnings of his chicken and egg business. About The Suter Company

Locations: May Street, Sycamore 
– canning operations; Bethany 
Road, Sycamore – Product 
Development, Production, Packaging, 
Manufacturing, and offices

Employees: 400

Food Products: Shelf-Stable Snack 
and Lunch Kits and Fresh Salads 
(chicken, tuna, egg, seafood), dips 
and spreads

Markets: 25 major co-pack and 
private label par tners who serve 
hundreds of retail chains through the 
US and Canada. 

Company Names thru the years: 
Atlasta Farm, Bon Terra, Suter Foods 
or Suter’s Foods, Sycamore Farms, 
The Suter Company, Inc.

Founder: Charles Suter

Year Established: 1925

Current President: Tim Suter

Fun Fact: The Suter Company 
produces more than 45 million 
pounds of food products every year! 

In 1938 Charles Suter moved his business to Sycamore on State Street and then in 
1946 relocated to May Street. That’s where Suter’s Foods began its many expansions 
in food processing and building changes; shown here in 1957.

“We have found our 
niche in the food 
industry. Yet our product 
development team 
continues to try new 
ideas.”            Tim Suter
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President Tim Suter provides this overview  
of The Suter Company:

What are you most proud about as the third 
generation to run The Suter Company?

“Our commitment to running a business with the 
primary purpose of honoring God in all we do. Our 
vision is to “Enrich Lives for Generations” and two of 
our core values include Extraordinary Care and Radical 
Generosity.” 

“We want to make sure we are stewarding well the 
resources that have been entrusted to us. I’m also very 
proud of our move to become employee-owned.”

What are the major changes which you have led 
in the last 25 years?

“Our approach to market has completely changed 
from serving the foodservice industry to one whose 
primary markets are retail establishments – and we 
reach those markets now through co-pack and private 
label services instead of selling under our own brands.”

“We have also grown our culture tremendously over 
the last decade in particular. Also, most people in our 
community notice the physical growth of our facilities 
and the dramatic increase in total employment. And 
finally, the transition from being family-owned to 
employee-owned.”

How would your grandpa feel about the 
company today?

“I wish I had known my grandpa – he died 
when I was two. I don’t know what he would 
think. My guess is that he would be shocked and 
pleased with that we have become. He was a man 
of strong faith so I think he would also applaud 
the way we care for and serve others, seeing work 
as an opportunity to worship.”

What are your company’s core values?
“Respect, Integrity, Extraordinary Care, Radical 

Generosity, Better Every Day and Customer 
Success.”

What do you enjoy most 
leading The Suter Company?

“The people, the relationships. 
I am so humbled to lead a team of 
such dedicated, talented and hard-
working people.”

What differentiates you from 
other food companies? 

“Our approach to market is 
different in that we ‘custom blend’ 
every product we make to meet 
the needs of our customers. We are 
flexible, creative and have a yes-
mentality around everything we do 
for our customers. Our culture is 
also very unique and our customers 
recognize that because we always 
operate from our core value of 
integrity and they don’t experience 

that from their other suppliers.” ►
An employee at Suter places cans on the assembly line for packaging. There are 400 
employees who work at the food company, with two shifts, at the Bethany Road facility.

Chicken salad is their most popular product made at The Suter 
Company. Here an employee prepares a large vat of chicken 
salad for mixing.

To Major Food Company
From Chicken Farms

continued
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What do you attribute your success to?
“I think our recent success, which I never take for 

granted, can be attributed to our amazing employees. 
We have brought many exceptional leaders into the 
business and then given them the vision and resources 
to flourish. We also remain hyper-focused on taking 
great care of our customers so they always seem to 
come back to us for more.”

What’s your favorite food product you make?
“The white meat chicken salad that we make for the 

leading wholesale club chain in the United States. It’s 
delicious and has a cult-like following all around the US 
– we make over 5 million pounds of that item each year.”

What changes do you anticipate in the future?
“More of the same. We are just getting started on our 

journey of being employee-owned and that will have great 
potential to impact lives in the future. We want to continue 
to push the envelope with our caring culture by providing 
more-and-more unique benefits like our Dream Manager 
Program and the Chaplains that serve our employees every 
week.”

How is The Suter Company involved in the 
community?

“The most visible way that we live our core value of 
Radical Generosity is through our Community Service 

Calendar.  Every month we provide all employees 
with at least one opportunity to do service work 
in our community. In 2022 our employees led 19 
service events and 325 of our employees served in 
our community at least once.” 

“Our signature service event is the annual 
MobilePack event we host for Feed My Starving 
Children. In 2022, we hosted more than 4,100 
volunteers and packed more than 1.1 million 
meals to serve children in the most impoverished 
nations in the world.” ■

The Commerical Team at Suter works together to manage and lead operations for the food company interfacing with customers. 



Honoring Centennial/Sesquicentennial Farms in DeKalb County
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www.popcorn.org

reflections
Looking back at local history

The Suter History
Known for innovating and adapting to best serve the needs of their customers to 

feed people since it began in 1925, the Suter Company’s history of innovation and 
adaptation extends to their buildings as well. 

Charles Suter started Atlasta Farms and, by 1929, leased the old Thompson Piano 
Company building on the west side of Genoa. Atlasta operated as an egg and poultry 
business. There “chickens and turkeys were dressed, eggs candled and graded and then 
distributed widely to restaurants and groceries by truck.” 

They moved to the Teyler building on Main Street in downtown Genoa and took the 
name Bon Terra Farms. Suter advertised that customers could buy freshly dressed birds 
by placing orders or while they waited and instructed them to “drive up for yours or 
phone.”  

In 1938, Suter moved Bon Terra to Sycamore to 138 West State Street. Here, the 
business, spanning two floors and the basement, focused on wholesale and retail 
poultry and eggs. 

Through the early years, Suter owned farms that raised the poultry for the plant. But 
by the early 1940s the demand for processed chickens became so great that he was 
forced to sell these farms “in order to devote all his time to the processing phase.” 

“Recently the demand for processed chicken has become so great that only by 
storing fowls in a Chicago refrigerator locker could Mr. Suter keep up with local 
orders,” 1946 DeKalb Chronicle article reported. Due to this explosion in growth, 
Suter made a $50,000 expansion (nearly $800,000 today), building a new one story, 
140’ x 80’ plant fitted with machinery then “the most modern available.” This building 
became the well-known 258 May Street plant. 

At the May Street location, Bon Terra became Suter’s Foods, the company 
discontinued poultry dressing to focus entirely on canning and expanding the food 
packing operation, and, in 1956, the company incorporated. Charles Suter used 
“continuous market research, consistent quality control, 
and steady development” to create “a magically 
modern food processing plant.” He had “witnessed the 
evolution of a retail business into a dynamically modern 
merchandizing organization.”

By the late 1950s, the company’s 
business revolved around “selling to 
hospitals, in-plant cafeterias, school and 
university commissary departments, 
hotels and restaurants, as well as camps, 
clubs, steamships and other mass feeding 
operations.” For this, Suter modified the 
plant in 1958 “to obtain poultry and meat 
inspection by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture.”

In 1959, Suter’s sons Charles and 
George joined the business and Charles 
retired. The new generation grew, 
organized, and equipped the May Street 
plant. With these innovations and new 
product lines, they kept pace with their 
industry—an industry that by 1970, 
“ranked as the third largest in the nation 
with nearly $30 billion in sales.” The 
company continued to expand and 
innovate at May Street, patenting two 
kinds of packing machines. These 
two patents include 28 unique claims 
between them. 

Having joined the company full-time 
with his brother Dan in 1990, Tim Suter 

became president of the 
company, representing the 
company’s third generation. 
He had led it through the 
building of a production 
facility on Bethany Road 
in the Sycamore Prairie 
Business Park that, true to 
the company’s history, is 

state-of-the-art and that has accomplished 
its fifth expansion in 12 years. ■  

Information provided by the 
DeKalb County History Center. 
For more information visit  
www.DeKalbCountyHistory.org.

The May Street Plant in 
Sycamore, 1957.
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Family Farm Heritage
Honoring Centennial/Sesquicentennial Farms in DeKalb County

Hipple Farms 
City: Waterman
Township: Clinton
Original Date of Purchase: 1870
Current Owners: Florence Hipple, Jerald & Susan Hipple
Acres: 523 

John Henry Hipple purchased  
160 acres of farmland in 1870.

The Illinois Department of Agriculture’s Centennial & Sesquicentennial Farms 
Program honors generations of farmers who have worked to maintain family 
farms for 100+ years. The DeKalb County Farm Bureau recognizes these local 
farms and families – the tenth in a series of features. To have your farm featured, 
contact the Farm Bureau. ■

Farm History: In 1870, Civil War veteran, John Henry and Lucy 
[Ensminger] Hipple traveled from Perry County, Pennsylvania, to rural 
Waterman. Two of John’s sisters were already living in Waterman: Anna 
Kirkpatrick [husband Smiley] and Sarah Carnes [husband David].  They 
traveled with the William Henderson Family and they all spent their first 
year together in a sod house on Hipple’s new farmland.   

John and Lucy then built a farm home off Preserve Road and had six 
children. Later, their four sons inherited and worked the four connecting 
family farms. Their youngest son, Edgar, built the farmhouse on Rt. 23, 
married Sadie [Fraser], and they had three children: Fraser, Helen, and 
Edgar Ensminger Jr.  Both Fraser and Edgar Jr. began farming after high 
school. 

Edgar Sr. was a founder of the Soil Improvement Association 
(DeKalb County Farm Bureau), which began in 1912. He was an SIA 
Director for 16 years representing Clinton township on the Farm Bureau 
Board. In 1917, the DeKalb County Agriculture Association was formed 
and Edgar Sr. was one of the first nine directors of DeKalb Ag.

Edgar Jr. married Florence Owen in 1941, and they had two children, 
Judy and Jerald. After graduating college in 1970, Jerry began farming 
and married Susan Wood in 1971.They moved onto the farm, and have 
four children: Aaron, Stacy, Timothy and Adam. 

Today, Adam and Jerry work the farm, growing corn and soybeans. 
Adam, GeriKay and daughter Audrey are the fourth generation to live 
in the 1904 home built by Edgar Sr. and are the fifth generation to farm. 
Jerry and Sue built a new ranch home nearby. Florence is still in her 
own home. Their children and six grandchildren from California and 
Michigan love visiting the farm.  

Two of their farms were certified as Illinois Centennial Farms in 1970 
and 2010; one of those is also a Sesquicentennial Farm. ■

Jerry, Sue and Florence Hipple  
currently own Hipple Farms.  
They are shown with their family.  

Edgar Hipple, Jr. is shown on his Case combine in 1934.
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www.popcorn.org

Edgar Hipple, Sr. built their farmhouse on Rt. 23 in 1904, 
which has been lived in by four generations of Hipples.



Calling all 1st 5th grade classrooms
AG LITERACY

It’s Ag in the Classroom (AITC) time! Every year, DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
offers engaging, ag-focused lessons for 1st-5th grade classrooms. 

Teachers are invited to request a volunteer-conducted AITC presentation or a 
hands-on supply kit to conduct the lesson themselves. 

Each grade has a unique lesson:
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We need AITC 
volunteers!

We need AITC 
volunteers!  

Let us know if you can help:  
https://bit.

ly/2023AITC-help. ■

Teachers, 
request your Ag in the Classroom experience now!

Submit the form at https://bit.ly/DCFB-AITC2023 by the following deadlines:

•  Feb. 10 (for presentation between 2/20 - 3/10)

•  March 3 (for presentation between 3/13 - 4/4) 
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Calling all 1st 5th grade classrooms
AG LITERACY

Each year, the American Farm 
Bureau Federation honors counties 
from across the U.S. in its County 
Activities of Excellence (CAE) 
program. DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau was recognized for its Farm 
Matching Game during the AFBF 
Annual Convention in early January.

DCFB’s CAE submission 
was titled CONCENTRATE on 
Agriculture. Project highlights 
included the unique partnership 
between the Farm Bureau and 
DeKalb County Community 
Foundation and how the game 

Visit our office or scan the 
QR code to order the Farm 
Matching Game online. 

Each game includes 30 pairs 
of cards and a farm facts 
booklet enclosed in a cloth 
drawstring bag.

CONCENTRATE on excellence

Buy  
the Farm  
Matching Game

DeKalb County Farm Bureau recognized at AFBF Annual Convention

supports kindergarten readiness 
efforts.

CONCENTRATE on Agriculture 
was one of 24 projects selected from 
a total of 143 entries submitted for 
CAE recognition. Four other projects 
from Illinois were also recognized.

Counties earning CAE recognition 
were invited to showcase their 
projects with information booths 
at the AFBF Annual Convention 
trade show. Many visitors to the 
CONCENTRATE on Agriculture 
booth made similar comments. “My 
grandkids would love this!” “What 

a great idea!” “Do you sell these?” 
“I’m an educator and these would be 
perfect to use with my students.”

This is the fourth year the Farm 
Matching Game will be included 
in DeKalb County Community 
Foundation’s Kindergarten 
Readiness Toolkits. Each family that 
registers a child for kindergarten 
in a participating school receives a 
toolkit. By the end of kindergarten 
registration this spring, over 5,000 
families will have received a 
readiness toolkit and Farm Matching 
Game. ■

AFBF President Zippy Duvall visited each of the County Activities of Excellence booths to 
learn about this year’s winning projects. Shown here are (from left to right), Anna Schelkopf, 
Associate Director of Information; Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator; Duvall; Greg 
Millburg, Manager; and Steve Bemis, DCFB President.

Grandparents, parents, 
educators, county  
and state Farm  
Bureau staff, and  
even a few  
children were  
among the  
folks who  
stopped at  
DCFB’s booth  
at the  
convention  
trade show.
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PROGRAMS
Abraham Lincoln: “A New Birth of Freedom”

PRIME TIMERS

Big Band Memories by Steve Cooper

Get a first-hand account 
from Abraham Lincoln himself 
(portrayed by Kevin Wood) of 
the history of the United States of 
America during his time. 

Learn about his childhood on 
the frontier to the twelve turbulent 
years from 1854 to 1865 which 
nearly destroyed our young nation 
but instead eventually resulted in a 
“new birth of freedom.”

Farm Bureau members are 
welcome to hear this historical 
program on Monday, Feb. 6 at 1 

p.m. in the Farm Bureau Theater.
President Lincoln is portrayed 

by Kevin Wood, a professional 
Lincoln presenter who bears a 
remarkable resemblance to “the 
Great Emancipator” and who is 
extremely knowledgeable about his 
life and times.  

Prior to this program, lunch 
will be served in the Farm Bureau 
Auditorium at 12-noon for Prime 
Timers, Farm Bureau members 55+ 
years. Lunch fee is $8, payable by 
Jan. 31 at the Farm Bureau office. ■

Step back in time and enjoy some 
history and tunes from the Big 
Bands, the Golden Era of music.

Bandleader and music historian 
Steve Cooper will share rare film 
clips of many bands and singers 
at the Prime Timers program on 
Monday, March 6. Steve will also 
play some Big Band songs on his 
trumpet and take requests for songs 
at 1 p.m. in the Farm Bureau Theater.

Steve has been a music teacher for 

To commemorate President’s Day, Farm 
Bureau welcomes Abraham Lincoln on Feb. 
6 to share his era of history.

Steve Cooper presents tunes from the Big  
Bands March 6 in the Farm Bureau Theater. 

over 30 years in public schools. He 
has written thousands of pages of 
music arrangements for bands and 
orchestras and played trumpet for 
many occasions. He enjoys sharing 
his knowledge of Big Band history 
and stories with audiences.

Before the program, Prime Timers 
are welcome to attend lunch in the 
Farm Bureau Auditorium at 12-noon. 
Lunch fee is $8, payable by Feb. 28 
at the Farm Bureau office.  ■

Remembering Vintage Toys by Dean Milano
Dean Milano loves old toys. He’s got 

lots of them to prove it.
He will showcase some of his vintage 

toys for Farm Bureau members on 
Monday, April 3 at 1 p.m. in the Farm 
Bureau Theater. Some toys will be on 
display and others will be featured in a 
slide presentation. 

Dean, from the Chicagoland area, 
started seriously collecting in the late 
1970s and 30 years later, he acquired 
enough vintage items to open his own 
antique toy museum, which closed after 
a few years. He still continues to collect 
and display his much loved collection.

Dean Milano will present a vintage toy 
program on April 3 at Farm Bureau. 

He previously worked at Revell-
Monogram Model Kit Company in 
product development but has since retired. 

Prior to this program, lunch will be 
served in the Farm Bureau Auditorium at 
12-noon for Prime Timers, Farm Bureau 
members 55+ years. Lunch fee is $8, 
payable by March 28 at the Farm Bureau 
office.

Farm Bureau members may also bring 
their vintage toys to be on display during 
this program. Tables will be setup in the 
Farm Bureau lobby. Members should 
provide a note card with their name and 
any information about their old toy. ■
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TRIPS
Pump Boys & Dinettes at The Barn III

A smash hit on and off Broadway, 
this crowd-pleasing country-western 
musical features Prudie and Rhetta 
Cupp, from the Double Cupp Diner, 
singing and performing along with 
talented boys from the gas station 
next door – The Pump Boys. With 
heartbreak and hilarity, they perform 
on guitars, piano, bass, and yes, 
kitchen utensils!

DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
has reserved seats for the Sunday, 
April 30 matinee show and lunch 
at The Barn III in Goodfield. 
Lunch includes a three-course 
meal with salad, choice of main 
entrée and sides, plus dessert and 
beverage. Lunch meal selections 
will be made on site.

Farm Bureau members may 
register for this trip beginning 
Feb. 1. 

Cost of the trip is $104 for 
Farm Bureau members, $114 
for guests. Price includes the 
show, lunch and gratuity at 
The Barn III, plus motorcoach 
transportation and bus driver 
tip. Motorcoach will depart from 
Farm Bureau at 9:45 a.m. and 
returns by 6 p.m. ■

April 30  Pump Boys & Dinettes
The Barn III, Goodfield, IL 
Registration opens Feb. 1

May 19  Grumpy Old Men,  
The Musical
The Fireside Theatre,  
Fort Atkinson, WI 
Registration opens March 1

June 16  Starved Rock River  
& Land Cruise  
Starved Rock Lodge, Utica, IL
Registration opens April 3

June 25-28  Ree-Bound:  
Road Trip to Pioneer Woman
Pawhuska, OK 
Registration opens Feb. 15

Aug. 12  Illinois State Fair 
Springfield, IL
Registration opens June 1

Sept. 13-16  Oktoberfest  
Frankenmuth, MI 
With American Classic Tours
Registration now open

Oct. 14  Country Fair & Fall Shopping 
Galena, IL
Registration opens Aug. 1

Nov. 16-20  Branson Country 
Christmas 
Branson, MO 
With American Classic Tours
Registration now open

Dec. 6  Scrooge, The Musical  
The Fireside Theatre,  
For t Atkinson, WI
Registration opens Oct. 2

Grumpy Old Men, The Musical at The Fireside
Based on the film, “Grumpy 

Old Men,” this stage adaptation at 
The Fireside Theatre captures the 
lovable crotchety characters through 
twinkling humor, great songs, and the 
affectionate depiction of a small town 
that feels like home to everyone.

Max and John, neighbors who have 
been feuding for most of their lives, 
share an affection for their beautiful 
new neighbor and face-off as romantic 
rivals until their hilarious shenanigans 
finally bring about a resolution to their 
long-standing differences. 

DeKalb County Farm Bureau has 
reserved seats for the Friday, May 
19 Grumpy Old Men show at The 
Fireside Theatre in Fort Atkinson, WI. 

Before the show members will 
enjoy lunch with a choice of entrees: 
pretzel crusted stuff chicken, grilled 
pork ribeye, rainbow trout or 
vegetarian meal, with chopped salad, 

oreo delight dessert and beverage.
Registration for this day trip 

opens March 1. 
Cost of the trip is $123 for Farm 

Bureau members, $133 for guests. Price 
includes the show, lunch and gratuity 
at The Fireside; plus motorcoach 
transportation and bus driver tip.

For more information contact the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau office, 
815-756-6361. ■

2023  
Farm Bureau Trips
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Fun-filled extended tours planned for Farm Bureau members

Oktoberfest in Frankenmuth
Willkommen to Frankenmuth, Michigan’s Little Bavaria. This 

charming village is known for its well-tended flowers, lush 
greenery, Bavarian architecture and its annual Oktoberfest. 

Celebrate German culture with German food, German 
dancing, live bands playing German music and plenty of beer! 

Other highlights include a guided tour of Frankenmuth, 
pretzel rolling and demonstration, riverboat cruise, Bronner’s 
Christmas Wonderland (world’s largest Christmas store), 
Greenfield Village and Henry Ford Museum.

Oktoberfest in Frankenmuth has been arranged by 
American Classic Tours and being offered to DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau members, Sept. 13-16. 

Cost is $1,498 per double occupancy, $1,698 per single 
occupancy. Includes attractions, tours and admissions, pickup 
at Farm Bureau, deluxe hotels, luggage handling, motorcoach 
transportation, gratuities, tour guides, and nine meals. Deposit 
of $500 is due at the time of registration. Travel insurance 
optional. ■

Branson Christmas 
Branson is America’s music showplace and is especially fun 

and festive during the holiday season. 
The Branson Christmas tour features the Andy Williams 

Christmas show, the Brett Family show and Queen Esther 
musical show, plus the Sight and Sound Theater, and Showboat 
Branson Belle. 

This trip includes a two-night stay at the Hilton located at 
the area’s Branson Landing Promenade – a festive marketplace 
complete with shops and a sound and light fountain show along 
scenic Lake Taneycomo. 

Other highlights are the Gateway Arch in St. Louis and a visit 
to the St. Louis Cathedral Basilica.

Branson Christmas has been arranged by American Classic 
Tours and being offered to DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
members, Nov. 16-20. 

Cost is $1,998 per double occupancy, $2,398 per single 
occupancy. Includes attractions, tours and admissions, pickup 
at Farm Bureau, deluxe hotels, luggage handling, motorcoach 
transportation, gratuities, tour guides and 11 meals. Deposit of 
$800 is due at the time of registration. Travel insurance optional. 

Both tours require an active level of participation. 
For travel brochures and to register contact the DeKalb County 

Farm Bureau. Space is limited! ■

Announcing Frankenmuth  
and Branson Tours

TRIPS



Ree-Bound: Road Trip to Pioneer Woman
A 4-day foodie trip to Pawhuska, Oklahoma!

June 25-28, 2023 
Sponsored by the DeKalb County Farm Bureau & 
This Farm Girl Cooks

Highlights:
•  Lunch and shopping at The Pioneer Woman 

Mercantile in Pawhuska 

•  Visit to the Drummond Lodge where Pioneer Woman 
(Ree Drummond) is filmed for her Food Network 
show (subject to availability)

•  Local guided tour of the Pawhuska area

•  Chuckwagon dinner provided by Oklahoma Farm 
Bureau

•  Serendipity Farm winery in Kansas for tastings, 
lunch and charcuterie demonstration

•  Dinner theater and Million Dollar Quartet show in 
Kansas City

•  3 nights lodging at Drury Inn & Hilton Garden Inn 
hotels

•  6 meals: 3 breakfasts, 2 lunches, 2 dinners

•  Motorcoach transportation

•  Tours, attractions and gratuities

•  Farm Bureau Staff & This Farm Girl Cooks tour 
escorts

Active level of participation for this trip. 

Cost: $750 double occupancy, $900  
single occupancy, $670 triple occupancy.

Registration opens Feb. 15 at the 
Farm Bureau office. Full amount due at 
registration. Check or credit card accepted.

Space limited to 45 people, first come-first 
served basis.

For DeKalb County Farm Bureau members 
and guests.

For a brochure and more information 
contact the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. ■

TRIPS
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TRIPS

Portugal & Spain River Cruise coming 2024
Relish the Flavors of Por tugal and Spain in a  
seven-night cruise, Sept. 10-17, 2024.

Royal Travel has arranged this Southwest 
European travel excursion exclusively for 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau members. 

Set sail in Porto, the beautiful “City of 
Bridges” and gateway to the Douro River Valley, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site, with rambling 
vineyards and charming quintas, which cling 
to the steep sides of the river. Taste wines 
from these vineyards and discover the timeless 
traditions of Portuguese winemaking throughout 
your journey. 

Visit Castelo Rodrigo, the “White Village;” 
enjoy an immersive lunch at a quinta in Pinhao; 
see Lamego, one of Portugal’s most important 
pilgrimage sites; and marvel at a centuries-old 
Portuguese monastery. 

Historic places, unspoiled beauty and 
distinctive wines are yours to be enjoyed as you savor the flavors of Spain 
and Portugal. 

Destinations include: Porto, Entre-Os-Rios, Regua, Pinhao, Barca 
D’Alva, and Vega De Terron.

Prices range from $5,813 to $9,712 per person double occupancy, 
contingent on the riverboat room selection. Price includes escort fees, 
port fees, pre-paid gratuity, round-trip bus transportation (Farm Bureau 
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To learn more about this Portugal and Spain River Cruise 
attend an informational meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 28 at the 

DeKalb County Farm Bureau beginning at 7 p.m. 

- O’Hare airport), and estimated 
airfare. Travel insurance optional.

 Also being offered is an optional 
three-day post trip to Madrid for 
$900.

Travel brochures are available at 
the Farm Bureau office. ■



Reflection
Photo by Bob Myers

Snow covered trees reflect off the icy waters of a pond. ■
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SEEN IT                     December 2022

SEEN ITSEEN IT

Stone Mill Museum in Sandwich
This 1856 three-story limestone building is found in Sandwich along the railroad tracks 

going through town. Formerly a mill, it was equipped with a steam engine in the basement 
that could power three sets of griding stones. In 1879, a local newspaper reported that flour 
production was as high as 500 bags a day being shipped as far as Scotland. 

The mill closed in 1892. It has since been used as a machine shop, farm equipments parts 
manufacturer, and for storage. In 1964, James Knights donated the building to the Sandwich 
Historical Society for a museum.

The winner of last month’s SEEN IT Somewhere contest is Eric Duvick of Sandwich who 
correctly identified this image. ■

Members, tell us what this is and 
where you saw it. Send your response 
to: connections@dekalbfarmbureau.
org or call us at 815-756-6361 and 
share your name and address. Correct 
answers will be entered into a drawing 
for a $20 gift card. Answers revealed 
in next issue.
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Provided by COUNTRY Financial®
COUNTRY

If you want to build the future 
you envision, start by setting 
financial goals. The methods 
you use to reach those goals will 
impact your progress and your 
success. Use these strategies 
to stay focused and on track to 
achieving your financial goals. 

1.  Get organized & gather 
your data.  
It’s difficult to monitor your 

progress toward managing 
debt and saving for the future 
if you don’t know where you 
started. Pull all of your financial 
information together in one place. 
Write down your debts including 
monthly payments, interest 
rates, amounts you borrowed; 
your assets including retirement 
accounts, savings accounts, cash, 
house, cars, etc. This exercise 
gives you the foundation you 
need to move forward and 
allows you to track and celebrate 
progress.

2.  Prioritize your goals. 
What is most important to you? 

Establishing priorities provides 
perspective and helps you focus.  
Tackling the highest priorities 
first will offer more opportunities 
to celebrate and reach your goals 
faster. 

3.  Set micro-financial goals. 
Achieving goals is motivating 

– so if you break up one large 
goal into several smaller ones, 
you can start building some 

momentum and not 
feel overwhelmed. 
This method also can 
make your money 
goals feel more 
attainable.

4.  Write down your financial 
goals. 
Actually writing your goals 

down – in a notebook, on the notes 
app in your phone, in an email to 
yourself – will help you achieve 
them.  Need some examples of 
financial goals? Try some of these: 

•  I want to retire by x date
•  I want to purchase x
•  I want to pay for a vacation
•  I want to pay off my debt. 
This process helps create 

accountability and drive 
prioritization and will give you 
a document to reference as you 
measure progress.

5.  Discuss your goals with  
your family. 
Getting everyone involved 

and on the same page builds 
accountability. Talk about your 
financial future as a family to 
give everyone skin in the game. 
Getting children involved teaches 
them financial skills and shows 
them how to set basic goals and 
accomplish them.  

6.  Measure and readjust.
Regularly check in to see if 

you’re on track so you can see 

8 Steps to Reach Financial Goals

where you may need to take action. 
7.  Think about the future. 
Paying attention to your finances 

today can help you prepare for the 
tomorrow you want. For example, 
you can achieve significant results 
by increasing retirement savings 
1% each year. Committing to save 
at least one-half of any windfalls – 
such as bonuses, tax refunds, gifts, 
etc. – can help you make powerful 
progress toward your long-term 
financial goals.

8.  Find a reliable and trusted 
financial advisor.
Sometimes thinking about your 

financial life can be overwhelming. 
There’s a lot of information out 
there, and you may feel pressure to 
make decisions. Working with an 
experienced financial advisor can 
help guide you and keep you on 
track. 

Learn more about our financial 
services at countryfinancial.
com.■



34      CONNECTIONS    January/February 2023 News provided by offices in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture

Partners for Conservation (PFC) Cost Share Program Signup – Deadline Feb. 24
The DeKalb County Soil and 

Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) is holding a signup until 
Friday, Feb. 24 for cost share funds 
available for use in the 2023 crop 
year. 

Partners for Conservation (PFC) is 
a cost share program funded by the 
Illinois Department of Agriculture 
(IDOA) that is administered by local 
SWCDs. It is a program that offers 
financial assistance to landowners by 
reimbursing them for a portion of the 
cost of installing eligible practices 

that help protect natural resources on 
and off their land.  

Some of the practices available 
include waterways, vegetative filter 
strips, pollinator seedings, cover 
crops, strip-till and well sealings. 

PFC allows SWCDs to reimburse 
landowners for up to 75% of the 
county’s established average cost for 
specific practice. 

If you are interested in filling out 
an application or learning more 
about the program, please contact the 
SWCD office for assistance. They 

would be happy to set up a site visit 
to discuss issues and find appropriate 
resources for you.

For more information contact: Jeff 
Woodyatt, Resource Conservationist, 
815-756-3234, ext.3. ■
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DeKalb County 4-H Super Saturday set for Feb. 25 with fun sessions
DeKalb County 4-H members 

get ready for Super Saturday! The 
2023 4-H Super Saturday will be 
Saturday, Feb. 25 from 9 a.m. until 
3 p.m. in the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Building. 

4-H members can plan on 
participating in a number of 
wonderful sessions that will 
be taught by 4-H’ers, parents, 

and community supporters. The 
workshop sessions are hands-on 
oriented and fun for both boys and 
girls. 

Pre-registration is required by  
Feb. 13. 

If you would be willing to teach 
a session at Super Saturday, please 
email Nicole at groezing@illinois.
edu or call the Extension office at 

815-758-8194. Include the name of 
the class, max number of participants 
per session, how many sessions you 
are willing to teach, and the cost. ■

4-H Public Speaking Contest scheduled for March 30
The DeKalb County 4-H Public 

Speaking Contest will be held on 
Thursday, March 30 starting at 6 p.m. 
in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Theater. 

The entry form is due by Monday, 
March 13 at the Extension office. 

The 4-H Public Speaking Contest 
is a great way to enhance your 
communication skills! 4-H’ers can 
choose from formal, illustrated, oral 

interpretation and original works 
speeches. 

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
will provide monetary awards to the 
top winners.

Three youth from DeKalb County 
will advance to the State 4-H Public 
Presentation Contest, held April 29. 

All ages are eligible to compete in 
any of the four divisions. Youth may 
participate in this contest and exhibit 

a project at the Illinois State Fair.
For more information contact the 

DeKalb County Extension Office, 
815-758-8194. ■

Want to show a Bucket Calf at the 4-H Fair?

The Bucket Calf Class is a great 
opportunity to raise a small calf and 
show it at the DeKalb County 4-H 
Fair. 

The Bucket Calf Class is open to 
members 8 to 13 years and includes 
raising a small calf, keeping records 
and showing it at the fair. 

Calves need to be born between 
Feb. 1 and April 1. 

The Bucket Calf Class is being 
cosponsored by the DeKalb-Kane 
Cattlemen’s Association and the 
DeKalb County 4-H. 

Bucket Calf record books are 
available at the Extension office. ■

Corn Crib Open House
Kirkland farmer Denny 

Rehn is opening his Corn Crib 
so that others can enjoy seeing 
his corn collectibles and other 
farm antiques.

Denny’s Corn Crib will be 
open to the public on March 
18 from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m., 
March 19 from 1 to 3 p.m. and 
April 1 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Corn Crib is located 
at 3822 Stone Quarry Rd., 
Belvidere, which is a few 
miles south of Belvidere. For 
more information call Denny 
at 815-751-4122. ■
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Health & Wellness Benefits for Farm Bureau Members
Agelity – Save up to 75% on generic drugs
This discount prescription drug plan enables those who are uninsured, underinsured, 
or whose insurance doesn’t cover all prescription medications to obtain significant 
savings on their prescription medications. The discount is automatically taken off 
the cash price of the prescription drug at point of sale when you bring in your card. 
This prescription drug plan is not insurance. An Agelity Discount Prescription Drug 
Card allows anyone to save money on all prescription medications. Questions? Call 
customer service at 1-866-292-7822. 

QualSight Lasik – Up to 45% savings on Lasik surgery
This is America’s Largest LASIK Plan Manager which provides access to a 
qualified LASIK surgeon network to make this procedure affordable for everyone. 
QualSight provides up to 45% off average price for Lasik eye surgery. For more 
information, call 1-866-977-3012 or visit www.QualSight.com/-ILFB.

Scriptsave – Save up to 75% on prescription discounts
This prescription program is not used in conjunction with your insurance; however, 
it can be used for medications that are not covered by your insurance. This can also 
be used for pet prescriptions. No limit for this discount. Get your prescription card 
at ScriptSave.com. Enter group number 162 to start saving. Ask your pharmacist for 
your best deal. Questions? Call Customer Care at 1-800-700-3957.

Peace of Mind Alert – Get immediate help with this at-home device
Protect your loved ones at home with just the push of a button. No contract, works 
with all phones, internet/cable, monitored 27/7, 365 days a year. No initial fee. 
Members receive one free month of monitoring. Call 1-855-872-8404. ■



No matter what your favorite color is —

fs has you covered

whether you have all one color 
or a multi-colored fleet, 

you only have one 
Tractor hydraulic 
fluid TO USE.

 Meets or exceeds all OEM requirements
 Will not void warranty
 Avoid multiple trips to dealers
 Reduce Clutter

 Buy a 55 and save
 Buy in bulk and save even more!
 Tanks available

Contact your local FS Energy salesman or Chuck Anderson 
at 847-815-5669 for more information.

conservfs.com 
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